Subject: Sermon Recap: Zophar’s First Speech, Job 11:1-20
Dear Church Family,

We hope this note finds you well. Below is a brief recap of this past Sunday's sermon for
your reflection and continued study throughout the week. For a copy of the teaching
notes and a number of discipleship materials, please go [HERE].

Summary: The sermon opened a new division in our study of Job - A Wrestling Faith -
by examining Zophar's first speech in Job 11. The harshest and most self-assured of
Job's three friends, Zophar appeals not to spiritual experience or ancient tradition but to
himself as the authority behind his arguments. He charges Job with empty words,
hidden sin, and insufficient punishment, while simultaneously offering a remarkably
accurate portrait of God's transcendence, discernment, and power. The great irony of
Zophar's speech is that his theology is not entirely wrong - it is wrongly applied. He
knows much about God yet uses that knowledge as a weapon rather than a balm. His
prescription - confess, repent, and be restored - points in the right direction, but for
entirely the wrong reasons and with a works-based framework that cannot bear the
weight of what Job is actually walking through. For believers today, Zophar's speech is
a sobering reminder that sound theology divorced from grace and humility can wound
rather than heal, and that the syllogism of the three friends - righteous people prosper,
wicked people suffer, therefore a suffering person must be wicked - is a framework the
gospel dismantles entirely.

Takeaways:

1. Knowing about God is not the same as knowing God. Zophar demonstrates that
it is entirely possible to articulate true things about God - His transcendence, His
discernment, His power - while fundamentally misrepresenting Him in application.
Theology that is accurate in content but weaponized in delivery does damage.
We are called not only to hold right doctrine but to handle it with the humility and
grace that reflect the God we are describing.

2. Works-based faith will always produce wrong conclusions. The shared belief of
all three friends - that suffering is the direct and visible consequence of sin and
that blessing is the reward of righteousness in the here and now - is the lens
through which they misread Job's situation entirely. Passages such as Ephesians
2:8-9 remind us that our standing before God rests on grace through faith alone,
and Romans 3:10-12 affirms that no one's righteousness is sufficient on its own.
When we build our understanding of God's favor on our own performance, we will
inevitably misinterpret both our suffering and the suffering of others.

3. Neither suffering nor prosperity defines you or defines God. The closing
challenge of the sermon calls us to examine where we have allowed our



circumstances - good or bad - to shape our theology rather than allowing our
theology to shape how we interpret our circumstances. Bad things happen to all
people. Good things often happen to bad people. Neither reality is the final word.
The final word belongs to the God whose identity is unchanging, and our identity
is secure only when it is rooted in Him rather than in our self-conception of Him
or the shifting assessments of the world around us.

We encourage you to sit with these truths this week, revisit Job 11, and consider
whether you have ever found yourself in Zophar's position - speaking true things about
God in ways that failed to reflect His heart. Consider also where you may be reading
your own circumstances through a works-based lens, and bring those places honestly
before the Lord.

As always, we are blessed to walk this journey of faith alongside you.

Pastor Jim



Job 11:1-20, Zophar’s First Speech
Discussion Prompts

Don’t be shy or embarrassed, this is a safe place to talk, learn, and grow. All of us
should walk with an attitude of grace and Godly love in encouraging one another to
contribute to our shared growth in the Lord.

For more discussion questions helping your faith to grow, please download the sermon
documents typically posted the day after each sermon on the watch tab of our App or
website.

1. Given the emphasis God places on grace and supernatural unity in the body as well
as making disciples, discuss the importance of active listening, obstacles to being
good active listeners, and how one might go about becoming better active listeners.

2. Job wrestled with the silence of God and the apparent absence of a mediator, yet
believers today have full access to God through Jesus Christ — in what practical
ways does that reality change how you approach seasons of unanswered prayer or
unexplained suffering?

3. Zophar knew the cure even though he did not know the cause of Job's suffering —
what does this teach us about the limits of human wisdom and the importance of
humility when we attempt to speak into another person's pain?



Iv.

Job 11:1-20, Zophar’s First Speech
There is No Mediator

Introduction: A Wrestling Faith
e Job’s friends had a faith that stipulated one reaps what one sows AND you do so
in the here-and-now

Job 11:1-6: Talk Less, Listen More
e Zophar appeals to his own wisdom as to why he is right and Job should listen to
him.

Job 11:7-12: Theology 101
e Zophar uses his incomplete theology to prosecute, try, and convict Job

Job 11:13-19: The Solution
e While they did not know the cause of all of Job’s calamities, they did know the
“cure” for overcoming sin.

Job 11:20: Get Your House in Order
¢ Inthe end, this is all about who we say God is and whether our identity is found
in Him, our self-conception of Him, or in the world.



These notes are NOT a transcript. The actual sermon may include considerable differences.

Zophar’s First Speech

Job 11:1-20

l. Introduction: A Wrestling Faith

1.

2.

When we first opened the book of Job all the way back on April 22,
| presented an 8-division outline' including:

Chapters 1-2 A Tested Faith
Chapters 3-10 A Shaken Faith
Chapters 11-27 A Wrestling Faith
Chapter 28 A Realizing Faith
Chapter 29-31 A Defiant Faith
Chapters 32-37 A Rejected Faith
Chapters 38-41 A Confronted Faith
Chapter 42 A Transformed Faith

Today, we have arrived at the 3" of our divisions — A Wrestling
Faith. This division kicks off the last of Job’s friends, Zophar, giving
his first speech in aggressively calling Job out for his sins. All three
friends will speak again later in the book as well, but it is in their
first speeches that we come to see the massive gaps in their
knowing God.

. All three friends (and even Job himself) hold to a works based

faith. A faith that stipulates that you reap what you sow AND you
do so in the here-and-now. While having different communication
approaches, the three friends similarities are what is primarily in
view...along with Job wresting with and trying to reconcile his
works-based view with his, he thought, unwarranted suffering.

In particular, we see several shared beliefs across the three
friends, including:

A. God is just;

1 Qutline adapted from various sources.



God blesses the righteous;

. God judges the wicked;

. Beyond everyday challenges, suffering is the consequence of
sin;

E. Job, no matter his claims to the contrary, must have committed

heinous hidden sin;
F. Confession and repentance will restore blessings; and
G. God'’s justice is visible for all to see and understand.

U0 W

With that as a framing for all three friend’s main focal points, let’s get into
Zophar’s first speech.
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II. Job 11:1-6: Talk Less, Listen More

1. The title (Talk Less, Listen More) | drew from Zophar for this
section is actually really good counsel, counsel Zophar and his two
friends would have been wise to have followed themselves.

2. Generally speaking, Zophar is so direct with his speech as to be
even harsh. We also note that while Eliphaz appealed to his
spiritual experience in presenting his views as “correct” and Bildad
appealed to traditions as justification for his being correct, we note
that Zophar appeals to himself.

3. Zophar tells Job he talks so much it sounds like babbling. Yet, all
Job’s words change nothing...he is still NOT innocent and is
reaping the punishment he deserves...indeed as we read in v6,
Job is not being punished enough for his transgressions.

4. Zophar opines that if only God would weigh in, he would be proven
right. For by His power and wisdom, God reveals man’s
folly...including Jobs...while true, it is irrelevant to what is in front
of them. In a sense, Zophar could have stated ‘God made water
wet’ and it would have had as much to do with Job’s
circumstances as the charges Zophar is making against him.



Slide 8
. Job 11:7-12: Theology 101

1. Zophar, the great theologian, seems to understand much about
God and he offers a number of nuggets in these verses, including:

A. Inv7-9, NO man can comprehend or apprehend the full depths
of God. He is so magnificent, righteous, powerful, and
transcendent that one cannot fully fathom all that He is.

B. In v10, we read of God’s power and justness.

C. Inv11, God is presented as having great discernment in
knowing mankind’s hearts;

D. In v12, having been presented with God’s transcendence,
Zophar points to the great contrast with man’s empty-
headedness. The NASB translation says it this way “An idiot will
become intelligent When the foal of a wild donkey is born a
man”. Meaning...never!

2. Here, Zophar uses his incomplete theology to prosecute, try, and
convict Job. He believed he did not need to know the specifics of
Job’s crimes as he could see the fruit of suffering which spoke of
God’s judgment on Job for some horrible sin.
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IV. Job 11:13-19: The Solution

1. Zophar and his two amigos have rejected all of Job’s pleadings
and claims of integrity. They have called him prideful and a
hypocrite. Yet, in fairness, despite their wrong doctrine, they care
enough to say hard things and to call Job to repentance.

2. The reality is they did not know the cause of Job’s calamities, but
they did know the cure...Jesus. No, His name wasn’t said and they
had no idea about Calvary, but they knew victory started with
repentance to God. On this side of the cross, we know Jesus is the
life giver and life sustainer. In Him and only Him, we have eternal
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life. So, Zophar calls Job to confess and repent. And indeed, that
is the way to salvation and restoration.

. Yet, Job is not separated from God, but in spiritual warfare against

Satan because he is a faithful follower. \What’s more, in v19
Zophar wrongly indicates that having been restored, Job will get
the immediate benefit of God’s blessings...back again to the works
based faith leading to “truth wrongly applied”..

Before we move onto closing out with v20, | want to briefly point
out three additional wonderful theological points Zophar makes in
these verses. God is forgiving (v15). God is hope (v18). God is our
protector (v15, 19).

V. Job 11:20: Get Your House in Order

1.

2.

3.

Zophar warns Job to follow his counsel or suffer the
consequences. In what is also a veiled rebuke, he tells Job to stop
presenting himself as a man of integrity when the reality is that he
is sentencing himself to a hopeless death as an obviously wicked
man. Ouch!

The essence of their belief, a belief that Job also has, already is
and will greatly wrestle with is presented in this syllogism
embedded in our text today:

A. Righteous people prosper.

B. Wicked people suffer.

C. Job is suffering.

D. Therefore Job must be wicked.

The reality is that bad things happen to all people and good things
often happen to bad people. Neither good nor bad things define
God...nor do they defines us, unless we let them. In the end, this
is all about who we say God is and whether our identity is found in
Him, our self-conception of Him, or in the world.



5-Day Devotional
Job 11:1-20, Zophar’s First Speech

Day 1: When Silence Feels Like Absence Reading: Job 9:14-20

Devotional: Job cried out to a God who seemed unreachable, and many of us know
that feeling. When prayers appear to bounce off the ceiling and suffering presses in
from every side, the temptation is to conclude that God has stopped listening. But
silence is not the same as absence. God's transcendence means He is not bound by
our timetable or our expectations of how He should respond. The question is not
whether God hears us - He does. The question is whether we will trust His character
when His response does not come in the form we demanded. Hold fast to what you
know of Him.

Have you ever confused God's silence with His absence? What truths about God's
character can anchor you when you cannot hear His voice clearly? Write down three
things you know to be unchangeably true about God. When doubt rises today, return to
that list and speak those truths aloud as an act of faith.

Day 2: The Insufficiency of Our Own Righteousness
Reading: Eph 2:8-9; Ro 3:10-12

Devotional: Job's faith, like that of his three friends, was built on a works-based
foundation. He believed that his righteous living entitled him to God's blessing and
protection. When suffering arrived without apparent cause, his entire theological
framework began to crack. Ephesians 2:8-9 reminds us that salvation is not the reward
of a life well-lived - it is the gift of a God who is rich in mercy. Romans 3:10-12 leaves no
room for human boasting. No one is righteous on their own. The sooner we release the
illusion that our standing before God depends on our performance, the freer we become
to rest in grace.

In what areas of your life are you still subtly keeping score with God, expecting blessing
in return for your obedience or suffering because of your failures? Identify one area
where you have been approaching God transactionally. Confess it, release it, and
spend time thanking God for grace that is entirely unearned.

Day 3: The Mediator We Could Not Provide for Ourselves
Reading: 1 Tim 2:5; Heb 4:14-16

Devotional: Job's most desperate cry was for a mediator - someone who could stand
between a broken man and an overwhelming God and make a way for honest
conversation. It is one of the most achingly human moments in all of Scripture. What
Job longed for, we have been given. First Timothy 2:5 declares that there is one God
and one mediator between God and mankind - the man Christ Jesus. Hebrews 4:14-16



assures us that this mediator is not distant or indifferent but has walked through
suffering Himself and intercedes on our behalf. Job's cry found its answer at the cross
centuries after he uttered it.

How often do you actually approach God's throne with confidence, knowing that Christ
has made the way? What holds you back from coming boldly? Set aside ten minutes
today for unhurried, honest prayer. Come as you are, not as you think you should be.
Bring your unfiltered questions and let Christ be your mediator in that moment.

Day 4: Theology That Prosecutes Rather Than Restores
Reading: Job 11:1-12; Jam 1:19-20

Devotional: Zophar knew a great deal about God. His theological statements were not
entirely wrong - God is transcendent, God is just, God discerns the hearts of men. But
Zophar used every truth he knew as a weapon against Job rather than as a lamp to
guide him. James 1:19-20 calls us to be quick to listen and slow to speak, because
human anger and human certainty do not produce the righteousness of God. Correct
doctrine delivered without compassion is not ministry - it is prosecution. The friends of
Job remind us that we can be theologically informed and spiritually harmful at the same
time. Truth must always travel with love.

Have you ever used theological truth as a weapon in a conversation rather than as a
means of grace? How did that impact the person you were speaking with? Before your
next difficult conversation with someone who is struggling, ask yourself whether you are
preparing to speak or preparing to listen. Choose to listen first and speak only what
builds up.

Day 5: Pressing Into God With Open Hands Reading: Job 10:1-3; Phil 1:6; Ps 62:8

Devotional: Job's "why" questions were not inherently sinful. God never rebuked Job
simply for asking. The danger in our own wrestling is not the question itself but the
posture behind it - whether we hold the question open before God or use it to construct
a case against Him. Psalm 62:8 calls us to pour out our hearts before God, for He is our
refuge. Philippians 1:6 assures us that the God who began a good work in us has not
abandoned the project. Whatever season you are in, press into God rather than away
from Him. He is not threatened by your honest grief. He is the only one capable of
meeting it.

What "why God" question are you currently carrying? Are you holding it open before
Him, or have you already decided in advance what an acceptable answer would look
like? Write your most pressing "why" question at the top of a page. Beneath it, list every
unchangeable truth about God you can name. Read both together and ask God to let
His character inform how you hold your unanswered questions this week.
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Small Group Study Guide
Job 11:1-20
Zophar’s First Speech

Opening Prayer: Pray that the Lord would open your eyes to see and understand His
word as you discuss the sermon.

Key Takeaways: Query the group for takeaways first...you may stay with one or more
of those.

1. Do not forsake the One you do know for all that you do not know. Job's suffering
tempted him to turn his confusion into accusation. Even so, he was repeatedly
drawn back to the truth of God's sovereignty. In our hardest seasons, clinging to
what we know of God is the anchor that holds.

2. Our righteousness is never enough - only Christ's is sufficient. Job's works-based
faith crumbled under the weight of his trials because it was built on the wrong
foundation. Passages such as Ephesians 2:8-9 and Romans 3:10-12 remind us
that our standing before God rests entirely on grace through faith, not on our own
merit.

3. Pressing into God through suffering is not weakness - it is wisdom. Job's "why"
questions were not inherently wrong. The danger lies in deciding in advance that
no answer God gives will be acceptable. We are called to press into and press
onward with God in every season, trusting that He who began a good work in us
is faithful to complete it.

Discussion Questions: Did the Holy Spirit prompt any questions with you? Start with
those.

1. Have you ever wondered whether God was truly listening to you in a difficult
season? Without pressure to share more than you are comfortable with, what did
that experience teach you about God, about prayer, or about yourself?

2. What advice would you offer someone who says God is not listening to them?
What Scripture or personal experience would you draw from?

3. Job's cry for a mediator came from a place of genuine desperation. In what ways

do you relate to that cry? How does knowing that Jesus is our mediator change
the way you approach God in moments of confusion or pain?
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4. Job held a works-based faith - the belief that righteousness leads to blessing and
suffering is the consequence of sin. In what subtle ways can that same
framework creep into our own thinking, even as believers who know the gospel?

5. Why is comparing ourselves to other Christians unhealthy? How can we fall prey
to doing this even when we know it is wrong?

6. If you were sitting with someone who held a works-based view of faith, what are
the top three to five truths about grace you would want them to understand? How
would you present them gently but clearly?

7. Take a few minutes as a group to brainstorm: how many unchangeable truths
about God can you identify together? Write them down.

8. Now consider any "why God" questions your group members are currently
carrying. How do the unchangeable truths you just identified inform those
questions? How do they shape the way you respond to God - even when His
answer is silence?

9. The sermon drew a distinction between asking "why" and deciding in advance
that no answer will be acceptable. Where is the line between honest lament and
accusation? How do you know when you have crossed it?

10.Job was not suffering because of hidden sin - he was in the middle of spiritual
warfare precisely because he was faithful. How does that reality reframe the way
you interpret seasons of unexplained suffering in your own life or in the lives of
people you love?

Practical Applications: Query the group for applications first...you may explore one or

more of those.

1. Anchor yourself in what you know. This week, write down five to ten things you
know to be true about God that cannot be changed by your circumstances.
Return to that list whenever confusion or doubt begins to pull at you.

2. Examine your foundation. Honestly ask yourself: when things go wrong, do you
instinctively feel that God owes you an explanation because of your faithfulness?
Bring that tendency before God in prayer and ask Him to replace it with a grace-
rooted trust.

3. Hold your "why" questions openly. If you are carrying a "why God" question right

now, write it down. Then write it again, this time framing it as an open-handed
prayer rather than a demand. Notice the difference.
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4. Pray for someone who is suffering. ldentify one person in your life who is in a
season of unexplained pain. Reach out to them this week - not with answers, but
with presence, prayer, and the reminder that they are not without a mediator.

5. Reuvisit the passage. Read Job 9 and 10 again on your own this week. As you
read, notice where Job's theology is sound and where it breaks down. Consider
what it reveals about the difference between knowing facts about God and truly
trusting Him.

Closing Prayer Points:

o Gratitude for the mediator we have in Jesus Christ that Job longed for but could
not yet see

e Humility to recognize where works-based thinking still shapes our view of God
and ourselves

e Courage to press into God rather than away from Him in seasons of suffering
and confusion

e Grace for one another as we each wrestle with our own "why" questions before
the Lord



Discussion Questions
Job 11:1-20
Zophar’s First Speech

. Job's suffering exposed that his faith was built on a works-based foundation rather
than on grace alone — in what ways might your own faith be quietly resting on your
performance rather than on Christ's finished work?

. Zophar appealed to his own authority and reasoning rather than to God's revealed
word — how do we guard against the tendency to dress up personal opinion in
theological language and present it as divine truth?

. Job's friends correctly identified that God is just, sovereign, and transcendent, yet
they used those truths to prosecute rather than to comfort — how can sound
theology become a weapon, and what does that reveal about the heart of the one
wielding it?

. Job wrestled with the silence of God and the apparent absence of a mediator, yet
believers today have full access to God through Jesus Christ — in what practical
ways does that reality change how you approach seasons of unanswered prayer or
unexplained suffering?

. The sermon notes that Job's 'why' questions were not inherently wrong, but the
danger lies in deciding in advance that no answer God gives will be acceptable —
how do you personally distinguish between honest lament and a heart that has
already closed itself off to God's response?

. Zophar knew the cure even though he did not know the cause of Job's suffering —
what does this teach us about the limits of human wisdom and the importance of
humility when we attempt to speak into another person's pain?

. The syllogism shared in the sermon — righteous people prosper, wicked people
suffer, Job is suffering, therefore Job must be wicked — is logically constructed but
spiritually flawed; where do you see this kind of thinking operating in the church
today, and how do you respond to it?

. Job was in the middle of spiritual warfare precisely because he was faithful, not
because he had sinned — how does this reframe the way you interpret prolonged or
unexplained hardship in your own life or in the lives of those you are walking
alongside?

. The sermon closes with the call to press into and press onward with God in every
season, trusting that He who began a good work in us is faithful to complete it —
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what does pressing onward look like practically when God feels distant and your
circumstances feel unbearable?

10. Zophar identified genuine truths about God — His transcendence, His forgiveness,
His role as our hope and protector — yet applied them in a way that was harmful
rather than healing; what disciplines or relationships help you ensure that the truths
you know about God are being applied with both accuracy and compassion?

15



Dinner Conversation Starters
Job 11:1-20
Zophar’s First Speech

. When God Feels Silent

Have you ever prayed and felt like God wasn't listening? What helped you keep
trusting Him, or what might help someone who feels that way?

. What We Know vs. What We Don’t Know

Job had many unanswered questions, but he still had to wrestle with what he knew
about God. What is one truth about God we can hold onto when life is confusing?

. Grace, Not Earning God’s Love

Job and his friends struggled with a works-based view of faith. Why is it important to
remember that we are saved by grace through faith, not by being “good enough”?

. Helping Hurting People Well

Job’s friends said some true things about God, but they applied them in hurtful ways.
What are some helpful things we can say—or not say—when someone is suffering?

. Bringing Our “Why” Questions to God

It is not wrong to ask God “why,” but our attitude matters. What is one “why”
question people might bring to God, and how can we ask it while still trusting Him?
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Family Conversation Guide for Children & Early Teens
Job 11:1-20
Zophar’s First Speech

AGES 5-7: SIMPLIFYING THE MESSAGE APPLICATION POINTS

1. God Listens Even When We Feel Sad or Confused: When something feels unfair—
being left out, losing a game, or having a hard day—kids can learn to talk to God
instead of assuming He does not care. Like Job, we can bring big feelings to God, but
we should remember God is good and He hears us.

Discussion Questions:

(@) Have you ever felt like no one was listening to you? What happened?

(b)  What can we say to God when we feel sad, mad, or confused?

() What is one thing we know is true about God even when we have a bad day?

2. Be a Comforting Friend, Not a Hurtful Friend: Job’s friends said some true things,
but they were not very loving. Children can practice being gentle friends when
someone is sad instead of blaming, teasing, or saying, “It’s your fault.”

Discussion Questions:
(@) Afriend at school is crying because others would not play with them.

(b)  What would be a kind thing to say to that friend?
(¢)  What would not be helpful to say?
(d) How can we show someone we care without trying to “fix” everything?

3. Jesus Is Our Helper When We Don’t Know What to Say: Job wished for someone
to stand between him and God. We know Jesus is our Mediator and Helper. Kids can
learn that when they feel scared, guilty, or unsure, they can pray to God because
Jesus makes the way.

Discussion Questions:

(@) Why do we sometimes want to hide when we do something wrong?
(b) How does Jesus help us come to God when we need forgiveness?
(¢)  What should we do when we hurt someone?

AGES 8-12: BUILDING UNDERSTANDING APPLICATION POINTS

1. Don’t Assume Someone’s Struggle Means They Did Something Wrong: Job’s
friends believed Job must have sinned because he was suffering. Kids this age may
see classmates struggle socially, emotionally, academically, or physically. They need
to learn not to judge quickly.

Discussion Questions:

(@) Why is it wrong to assume we know the whole story about someone?
(b) How can we be kind to someone who is having a hard time?

()  What could you do if others are making fun of that person?
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2. Your Worth Is Not Based on Being the Best: Job and his friends had a works-based

view of life: good people always get good things, bad people always get bad things.
Kids often compare grades, sports, popularity, talents, or appearance. Families can
reinforce that our value comes from God, not performance.

Discussion Questions:

(@) Why do we compare ourselves to others?

(b) How does comparison make us forget God’s grace?
(c) What does God say about our worth?

Bring Your “Why?” Questions to God Honestly: It is okay to ask God hard
questions, but we should ask with a heart that still wants to trust Him. Kids can learn
that faith is not pretending everything is fine; faith is turning toward God even when
things are confusing.

Discussion Questions:

(@) What is a “why God?” question someone your age might ask?

(b) Isitwrong to ask God questions? Why or why not?

(¢)  What truth about God can we remember when we do not understand?

AGES 11-15: DEEPENING THE CONNECTION APPLICATION POINTS

1.

Do Not Build Your Faith on Performance: Job’s suffering exposed the weakness of
a works-based faith. Middle and high school students can easily measure themselves
by grades, sports, appearance, followers, achievements, dating status, or reputation.
The gospel teaches that our identity is rooted in Christ, not success.

Discussion Questions:

(@) What are the main ways people your age measure their worth?

(b) How can those things become a “works-based” identity?

() What would change if you truly believed your worth is secure in Christ?

Be Careful with “Truth” That Lacks Love: Zophar said some true things about God,
but he used them to accuse Job wrongly. Teens need wisdom to know that being
“right” is not enough. Truth should be spoken with humility, compassion, and patience.

Discussion Questions:

(@) What are examples of true statements that can be said in an unloving way?
(b)  When someone is hurting, what do they need most from a friend?

(c) How can you speak truth without acting superior?

Trust God with Silence and Unanswered Questions: Job asked deep “why” questions.
Teens may face serious doubts when life feels unfair or God seems silent. This
sermon reminds families not to forsake what they do know about God because of what
they do not know.
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Discussion Questions:

(@) What makes God'’s silence so difficult?

(b)  What are some unchanging truths about God we can hold onto?

(c) How can we tell the difference between honestly questioning God and accusing
Him?

Tips for Parents

e Be patient and listen: Give your child time to think and respond.

e Relate to everyday life: Use real-life examples and stories familiar to your child to
make abstract concepts more tangible.

e Encourage questions: Let your son or daughter know it’s okay to ask questions, even if
things don’t make sense right away.

e Share personal insights: Tell a personal story about a time you experienced these
themes, adapting as needed for age appropriateness.
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Family Conversation Guide for Gen Z
Job 11:1-20
Zophar’s First Speech

1. When God Feels Silent, Don’t Assume He Is Absent

Bible Reference: Job 9:16; Psalm 34:17-18; Hebrews 4:14-16

Application: Job wondered if God was listening. Gen Z often faces anxiety,
loneliness, unanswered prayers, and emotional exhaustion. When God feels silent,
the call is not to walk away from Him, but to draw near through Jesus, our Mediator.
Silence does not mean absence. God invites His people to come boldly to Him in
prayer.

Scenario: You have been praying about anxiety, family conflict, depression,
singleness, school pressure, or your future, but nothing seems to change. You begin
thinking, “God must not care,” or “Prayer doesn’t work.”

Discussion: When God feels silent, what truths about His character can help you
keep praying instead of shutting down spiritually?

2. Don’t Let Unanswered “Why” Questions Turn Into Accusations Against God

Bible Reference: Job 10:1-3; Proverbs 3:5-6; Isaiah 55:8-9; Romans 8:28

Application: Job asked painful “why” questions. Asking God hard questions is not
automatically sinful, but our hearts can shift from honest wrestling to accusing God
of being unfair, careless, or cruel. Faith means bringing questions to God while still
trusting that His wisdom is higher than ours.

Scenario: Something painful happens: a breakup, betrayal, death, sickness,
rejection, or a major disappointment. You think, “If God is good, why would He let
this happen?” Over time, that question starts turning into bitterness.

Discussion: How can you tell the difference between honestly asking God “why?”
and using your pain to build a case against Him?

3. Your Worth Is Not Based on Performance, Productivity, or Popularity

Bible Reference: Ephesians 2:8-9; Romans 3:10-12; Titus 3:5; 2 Corinthians 5:21

Application: Job and his friends had a works-based view of life: good people
prosper, bad people suffer. Many Gen Z struggles are also works-based: “l am

20



valuable if | succeed, look good, get likes, make money, stay productive, or appear
spiritually strong.” The gospel says your standing before God is based on Christ’s
righteousness, not your résumé, image, or effort.

Scenario: You feel pressure to be impressive —good grades, perfect body, strong
social media presence, successful career path, active ministry involvement, or a
polished Christian image. When you fail, you feel worthless.

Discussion: What is one area where you are tempted to measure your worth by
performance instead of by Christ?

4. Be Careful Not to Misuse Truth in Group Settings

Bible Reference: Job 11:1-6; Ephesians 4:15; Proverbs 18:13; James 1:19

Application: Zophar said some true things about God, but he used truth as a weapon
against Job. In group settings, Christians must not confuse being direct with being
loving. Biblical truth should be spoken with humility, patience, and compassion.

Scenario: In a Bible study, group chat, or friend group, someone shares that they are
struggling with doubt, sin, depression, or suffering. Someone quickly responds with a
Bible verse but no compassion, making the hurting person feel judged instead of
helped.

Discussion: How can you speak truth to a friend without sounding like Job’s
friends—correct but cold, biblical-sounding but unloving?

These points aim to empower Gen Z to live out their faith genuinely and

courageously in various aspects of their daily lives, reflecting Biblical integrity,
compassion, and steadfastness.
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