Subject: Standing Firm in the Storm: Lessons from Job's Faithful Response
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

| pray this message finds you walking closely with our faithful God. This past Sunday,
we journeyed through the first part of one of Scripture's most powerful accounts of faith
under fire—the story of Job facing unimaginable loss and suffering. As we examined
Job 1:13-22, we discovered timeless truths about maintaining our spiritual footing when
life's storms threaten to overwhelm us. For those interested in using the extensive
discipleship materials associated with this teaching, please click [HERE].

Summary: The sermon explored how Job responded to a spiritual blitzkrieg—four
catastrophic trials that stripped him of his wealth, children, and servants in rapid
succession. Rather than cursing God or seeking earthly solutions to spiritual problems,
Job demonstrated what it means to truly worship the Giver rather than the gifts. His
response reveals the profound difference between knowing about God and actually
knowing God personally. This passage challenges us to examine whether our faith is
anchored in God's character or merely in His blessings, and it reminds us that God's
sovereignty extends over every circumstance we face—there are no accidents under
His watchful care.

Takeaways:

1. Satan attacks what we value most, but God limits his reach and remains
sovereign over every trial we face. We can trust that God will never give us more
than we can bear, and Christ Himself intercedes for us at the Father's right hand.

2. Job's faithfulness in both prosperity and adversity reveals the heart of true
worship. He was not ruled by pride, fear, materialism, or horizontal relationships,
but by humble obedience to God and an eternal perspective on life.

3. Our response to suffering reveals the depth of our relationship with God. Job
recognized that everything he possessed was a gift from God, not an entitlement,
and that even stripped of earthly blessings, he still possessed what mattered
most—his relationship with the Lord.

As we face our own trials, may we follow Job's example of seeing circumstances with
spiritual eyes, worshipping God in both abundance and brokenness, and remembering
that if God is for us, who can be against us?

In Christ's glorious strength,

Pastor Jim
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Introduction: God is Faithful

These notes are NOT a transcript. The actual sermon may include considerable differences.

A Spiritual Blitzkrieg
Job 1:13-22

Trials, sufferings, siftings...perhaps the most powerful forces in
revealing our hearts and our faith. The book of Job masterfully
presents how we may live in victory as overcomers in the midst of
life’s turmoil’s. Scripture continually encourages and exhorts us to
be soberly, vigilantly, prayerfully, and faithfully about our heavenly
Father’s business.

. What’s more, 1 Corinthians 10:13 tells us that God will NOT give

us more than we can bear AND from Romans 8:34 we know that
Jesus died, rose, and is seated at the right hand of the Father
interceding on our behalf.

. One more powerful reminder...from Roman’s 8:31, we are

reminded that God did not spare His own Son in securing our
freedom and if He is for us, who can be against us? Praise you
LORD!

Job 1:13-19: Four Messengers, Four Catastrophic Trials

1.

Boom. Boom. Boom. Hamer blow after hammer blow, each
building on the last in taking away the things Job values most on
this earth.

Boom — Wealth gone.

Boom — Children gone.

Boom — Servants gone.

A. In these we see:



i.  Satan will use the things most dear to us to gain a
foothold to Kill, steal, destroy.

ii. Satanis cruel and unjust. To Job. To those around Job.
To animals. He simply does not care who gets caught in
his traps so long as his target does.

iii. The speed, completeness, and even the acts of
destruction left no doubt in Job’s mind, but that the
sovereign God ‘authored’ these ‘tests’.

iv. We note that Satan did “not” do these things, but he (a)
exercised a degree of limited-by-God’s-permission
sovereignty over God’s creation and (b) used fallen man
as his tools of destruction.

2. The text also speaks of Job’s inability to “fix” that which was lost in
his strength.

) Yet, he did what he knew to do...just as he worshipped the Lord in
the abundance of God’s gifts, he surrendered to the Lord in
brokenness and worship!

He knows the Lord is LORD of all! He knows all things happen
within the knowledge and permissive will of the LORD. There are
no “accidents” under God’s sovereign dominion.

I.  While not a point of emphasis here, it is good for us to
recognize that few, if any other, faiths present God as
completely sovereign. They will more often present their
god or gods as protagonist (meaning the main character
in the drama of life) in a far more limited form than being

sovereign over all things.
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lll. Job 1:20-22: Letting God be God

1. In Leviticus 19:28, we read that it was customary for the mourner
to do so by immolation — meaning sacrificing of oneself through
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IV. Closing: A Living Faith is a Gift That Keeps on Giving

fire, cutting, or other means of bearing your sorrow physically.
While the culture around Job may have expected him to respond
in this way, Job was God’s man and he did not seek to destroy
that which God made in His image.

. Job’s grief was real. Yet, Job’s God was bigger than His grief.

Even in being stripped of everything of earthly value, Job still
possessed the most valuable thing ever...because of being in
relationship with God, Job lacked for NOTHING of importance.

. Inverse 21, we read “The LORD gave”. That is, Job was not

entitled to the blessings he had enjoyed, nor had he earned them.
The ‘blessings’ in his life were a gift that Job enjoyed and
stewarded, but did NOT give himself away to. Consider the clear
words in v22 indicating that Job, in direct refutation of Satan’s view
of Job and in direct confirmation of God’s view, did NOT impugn
the LORD, but lived for and worshipped Him.

One of life’s most sorrowful truths is that so many of us invest so
much of ourselves — our time and treasure — in living for things that
don’t really matter.

1. As | was reading this, | was struck by Job’s faithfulness to God in

the riches AND suffering of his life. While the thrust of his story
here is in the suffering of his life, we know from v8 that is was
faithful when things were going well. This is UNUSUAL! The
history of mankind is to forget or at least wander away from God
when things are “good”.

. Itis right for us to fear or have a reverent awe of the Lord. We are

to have hearts of worship as did Job.

. Job didn’t just know of God, but knew God personally. Said

differently, he was spiritually connected to God — his faith was




anchored in God’s character. We know this because no matter his

sin-stained heart and no matter Satan’s view or actions’:

Job worshipped the giver and not the gifts.

A.

B.

[Prayer]

Job was NOT ruled by pride, but in humility, by God;

Job was NOT ruled by fear or panic;

. Job was NOT ruled by comforts or materialism;

. Job was NOT ruled by horizontal relationships, but by faithful

obedience to God;

. Job did NOT apply horizontal fixes to what were vertical,

spiritual problems;

Job did NOT reject God in his great despair, but had an eternal
view of life; and

. Job saw things with spiritual eyes.

1 Some of the items on this list were adapted from David Guzik, The Enduring Word, https://enduringword.com/bible-
commentary/job-1/



Job 1:13-22, A Spiritual Blitzkrieg
Discussion Prompts

Don’t be shy or embarrassed, this is a safe place to talk, learn, and grow. All of us
should walk with an attitude of grace and Godly love in encouraging one another to
contribute to our shared growth in the Lord.

For more discussion questions helping your faith to grow, please download the
sermon documents typically posted the day after each sermon on the watch tab
of our App or website.

1.

Discuss how you might present the reality of Satan (and his earthly kingdom) to
someone with doubt and/or little understanding of spiritual matters. What kind of
urgency would you convey? What kinds of things would you share emphasizing his
power and influence while conveying it is God who is sovereign?

Discuss how a Christ follower can help (1) a non-believer and (2) believer to grieve
well...meaning to grieve in a healthy way. Discuss what keeps one from grieving
well. While each person’s grief is personal, are there principles that may be helpful
to most/all in grieving well?

Many that claim Jesus as Lord, struggle to trust Him in the suffering of this life. They
often, instead, look to themselves, others, government, and other things to provide
‘fixes’. How can a Christian who trusts Jesus with eternal life come to trust Jesus in
the suffering of life? What gets in the way of this trust being real and transforming
our lives?



Iv.

Job 1:13-22
A Spiritual Blitzkrieg

Introduction: God is Faithful

Suffering often reveals our hearts and our faith.

Additional Scripture References: 1 Cor 10:13; Ro 8:34, 8:31

Job 1:13-19: Four Messengers, Four Catastrophic Trials

Satan is cruel and unjust. He often manifests his nefarious plans through fallen
man.
God IS sovereign.

Job 1:20-22: Letting God be God

May our relationship with Jesus be our most valuable possession.
The blessings of this life are a GIFT from God. While perhaps hard to hear, we
have not earned them, nor are we entitled to them.

Additional Scripture References: Lev 19:28

Closing: Faith is a Gift That Keeps on Giving

Purpose to know God and not just of God.

As a model for you, list 8 of the many ways we know Job was spiritual connected
to God.



5-Day Devotional
Job 1:13-22
A Spiritual Blitzkrieg

Day 1: The Sovereign Foundation Reading: Job 1:1-12; Ro 8:28-39

Devotional: Before Job's trials began, God declared him blameless and upright. This
wasn't earned merit but the fruit of genuine relationship. God's sovereignty doesn't
mean He authors evil, but that nothing touches our lives outside His awareness and
ultimate purpose. Like Job, we must anchor ourselves in who God is before the storms
arrive. Romans 8 reminds us that nothing separates us from God's love—not tribulation,
distress, or persecution. God's faithfulness isn't contingent on our circumstances but
rooted in His unchanging character.

Today, reflect on this truth: your relationship with God is the one possession that cannot
be stolen, destroyed, or diminished by any earthly trial.

Day 2: When Everything Falls Apart Reading: Job 1:13-19; Ps 46:1-11

Devotional: Job experienced catastrophic loss in rapid succession—wealth, servants,
children—all in one devastating day. Satan's attacks are often strategic, targeting what
we hold most dear to shake our faith foundation. Yet notice what remained untouched:
Job's relationship with God. The psalmist declares God is our refuge and strength, a
very present help in trouble. When everything crumbles, God remains. Job couldn't fix
what was broken in his own strength, and neither can we. Our human solutions fall short
in spiritual battles. The question isn't whether trials will come, but whether we'll
recognize God's presence within them.

Today, identify what you're clinging to besides God. Surrender it in worship,
acknowledging He alone is your unshakeable foundation.

Day 3: Worship in the Ruins Reading: Job 1:20-22; Hab 3:17-19

Devotional: Job's response to devastation reveals the depth of his faith: he worshipped.
Not casual acknowledgment, but authentic worship amid genuine grief. He recognized
God as the giver of all good gifts, understanding he was never entitled to blessings but
received them as grace. Habakkuk echoes this posture—even when the fig tree doesn't
blossom and there are no grapes on the vines, yet | will rejoice in the Lord. This isn't
denial of pain but declaration of God's worthiness regardless of circumstances. Job
refused to let suffering define God's character or his response. Worship becomes our
weapon against despair, our declaration that God remains good when life is not.



What would it look like for you to worship God today, not for what He gives, but for who
He is?

Day 4: Seeing with Spiritual Eyes Reading: 2 Co 4:16-18; Heb 11:1-6, 13-16

Devotional: Job maintained an eternal perspective when earthly securities vanished.
He saw beyond temporary loss to eternal reality. Paul writes that our light and
momentary troubles are achieving an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. We fix
our eyes not on what is seen, but what is unseen and eternal. This requires spiritual
vision—seeing circumstances through God's lens rather than human panic. The heroes
of faith in Hebrews lived as strangers on earth, longing for a better country. Job
understood this truth: earthly possessions are temporary stewardships, not ultimate
treasures. When we view life with spiritual eyes, we're freed from materialism's grip and
fear's paralysis.

Today, ask God to give you His perspective on your current circumstances. What looks
different when viewed through eternity's lens?

Day 5: The Gift of Faithfulness Reading: 1 Cor 10:13; Jam 1:2-4, 12

Devotional: Job's faithfulness wasn't manufactured in crisis but cultivated in prosperity.
He worshipped God in abundance and in loss, proving his devotion was to the Giver,
not the gifts. This is unusual—human nature drifts from God when comfortable. But God
promises He will not allow us to be tempted beyond what we can bear, and provides a
way to endure. James tells us trials test and perfect our faith, producing perseverance.
Job's story reveals that genuine faith isn't absence of struggle but presence of God
within it. His relationship with God was the gift that kept giving—sustaining him when
everything else was stripped away. Faithfulness isn't a one-time decision but daily
surrender.

Today, commit to knowing God personally, not just knowing about Him. Let your
relationship with Him become the treasure no circumstance can touch.



Small Group Study Guide
Job 1:13-22
A Spiritual Blitzkrieg

Opening Prayer: Begin by asking God to open hearts and minds to His truth, and to

help group members apply the lessons from Job's life to their own circumstances.

Ice Breaker (5-10 minutes): Share a time when you experienced multiple challenges

happening all at once. How did you initially respond?

Key Scripture: Job 1:20-22 - "Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his head

and fell on the ground and worshiped. And he said, 'Naked | came from my mother's
womb, and naked shall | go. The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be
the name of the Lord." In all this Job did not sin or charge God with wrong."

Key Takeaways (Write these down or share them with the group):

1.

God's sovereignty means there are no accidents in our lives—everything
happens within His knowledge and permissive will

Our blessings are gifts from God, not entitlements we've earned
True faith worships the Giver, not the gifts

Satan is cruel and will use what we love most to attack us, but God limits his
reach

Job's victory came through knowing God personally, not just knowing about Him
Spiritual problems require spiritual solutions, not merely earthly fixes
An eternal perspective helps us endure temporary suffering

DiscussION QUESTIONS

. Understanding the Text (15-20 minutes)

A. What stands out to you most about Job's response to losing
everything in a single day? How does his response differ
from how most people (including yourself) might react?
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B. The sermon mentions that Satan used "the things most dear to us to gain
a foothold." What are the things in your life that you hold most dear? How
might these become targets for spiritual attack?

C. Job recognized that "The Lord gave" before acknowledging that the Lord
took away. Why is this order significant? How does viewing our blessings
as gifts rather than entitlements change our perspective during loss?

2. Going Deeper (20-25 minutes)

A. The sermon states that Job "worshipped the giver and not the gifts." How
can we discern in our own lives whether we're worshiping God or His
blessings? What are some practical warning signs?

A. Job maintained his faithfulness both in abundance and in suffering. Why is
it often harder to remain faithful when things are going well? What spiritual
disciplines help us stay connected to God during prosperous times?

B. The text emphasizes God's sovereignty —that nothing happens outside
His knowledge and permissive will.** How does believing in God's
complete sovereignty help us during trials? What questions or struggles
does this concept raise for you?

C. Job did not apply "horizontal fixes to vertical, spiritual problems." What
does this mean? Can you give examples of when people try to solve
spiritual problems with earthly solutions?

3. Personal Application (15-20 minutes)

1. The sermon lists seven things Job was NOT ruled by (pride, fear,
comforts, horizontal relationships, etc.).** Which of these areas is most
challenging for you personally? Why?

2. Job "saw things with spiritual eyes" and had "an eternal view of life." How
can we develop this kind of spiritual vision in our daily lives? What

practices help you maintain an eternal perspective?

3. Romans 8:31 reminds us: "If God is for us, who can be against us?" How
does this truth specifically encourage you in your current circumstances?
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4. Practical Applications (Choose 1-2 to focus on this week):

A. Gratitude Inventory: Each day this week, list three blessings and thank
God specifically as the Giver of those gifts. Practice acknowledging His
generosity.

B. Spiritual Vision Check: When facing a challenge this week, pause and
ask: "Am | trying to fix this horizontally or am | bringing it to God first?"
Commit to praying before problem-solving.

C. Worship in the Valley: If you're currently facing difficulty, set aside time
each day to worship God—through song, prayer, or reading Scripture —
regardless of your circumstances.

D. Relationship Audit: Examine your relationship with God. Do you know Him
personally or just know about Him? Spend focused time in His presence
this week, not asking for anything, just being with Him.

E. Eternal Perspective Practice: When anxious or overwhelmed, recite
Romans 8:31-34 and 1 Corinthians 10:13. Write these verses on a card to
carry with you.

F. Identify Your "Most Dear". Write down the things you value most. Pray
over this list, surrendering each item to God and asking Him to help you
hold them loosely.

Closing Prayer Considerations:

e Hearts that worship God in both abundance and suffering
Spiritual eyes to see trials from an eternal perspective
Faith to trust God's sovereignty even when we don't understand
Strength to stand firm when Satan attacks what we hold dear
A deeper, more personal relationship with God

Leader Notes:

Be sensitive to group members who may be experiencing significant trials
Create space for honest questions about suffering and God's sovereignty
Avoid pat answers; some questions don't have easy solutions

Emphasize God's faithfulness and presence rather than explaining why bad
things happen

e Be prepared to pray individually for those facing specific challenges
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Discussion Questions
Job 1:13-22
A Spiritual Blitzkrieg

. How does Job's response to catastrophic loss challenge our modern tendency to
view material blessings as evidence of God's favor or as things we have earned?

. In what ways might we unknowingly worship the gifts God gives us rather than the
Giver Himself, and how can we guard against this?

. The sermon notes that Satan uses what is most dear to us to gain a foothold. What
areas of your life might be vulnerable to this tactic, and how can you protect them
spiritually?

. How does understanding God's complete sovereignty, as opposed to limited views
of deity in other faiths, affect the way we interpret suffering and trials in our lives?

. Job maintained faithfulness to God both in abundance and in suffering, which the
sermon calls unusual. Why do you think humans tend to wander from God when
things are going well?

. What does it mean practically to apply vertical, spiritual solutions to our problems
rather than relying solely on horizontal, worldly fixes?

. The sermon lists several things that did not rule Job: pride, fear, materialism, and
horizontal relationships. Which of these do you find most challenging to surrender to
God's rule in your own life?

. How does Job's refusal to engage in cultural mourning practices that involved self-
harm demonstrate his understanding of being made in God's image?

. What does it look like to maintain an eternal view of life when facing devastating
circumstances that feel overwhelmingly present and immediate?

10.Romans 8:31 reminds us that if God is for us, who can be against us. How should

this truth shape our response when we face our own spiritual blitzkrieg moments?
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Dinner Conversation Starters
Job 1:13-22
A Spiritual Blitzkrieg

. Job lost almost everything he valued in a single day, yet he still worshiped God.

A. How do you think you would respond if something really important to you was
taken away?

B. What helps us trust God when life feels unfair?
. The sermon said, “Job worshipped the Giver and not the gifts.”

A. What are some “gifts” in our life that we might be tempted to love more than
God?

B. How can we remind ourselves that everything we have is from Him?
. Job believed that nothing was an “accident” under God’s sovereignty.
A. Do you find that idea comforting, confusing, or both? Why?

B. Can you think of a hard situation where you later saw how God might have used
it for good?

. The message contrasted being ruled by fear, pride, or comfort with being ruled by
faithful obedience to God.

A. Which of these (fear, pride, comfort, or something else) tends to rule your heart
the most?

B. What is one practical way our family could help each other put God first this
week?

. Job was faithful in both good times and bad, which the sermon said is “unusual.”

A. Is it harder for you to depend on God when life is going well or when life is hard?
Why?

B. What simple habit (prayer, reading, serving, gratitude, etc.) could we practice
together to stay close to God in every season?
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Family Conversation Guide for Children & Early Teens
Job 1:13-22
A Spiritual Blitzkrieg

AGES 5-7: “GOD IS WITH ME WHEN THINGS ARE GOOD AND WHEN THINGS ARE BAD.”

1.

2.

Application: When Friends Are Unkind (Playground/school setting). When someone
is mean or leaves you out, instead of getting even, we can tell God how we feel and
remember He loves us.

Scenario: A friend says, “You can’t play with us,” and you feel very sad.

Discussion Questions:
(@) What do you feel like doing when someone leaves you out?

(b)  What do you think Job felt when he lost so much?

() What’s one thing you can pray when someone hurts your feelings?
Application: When We Lose Something We Love (Toys/belongings). When we lose a
toy or something special, we remember the toy is a gift, but God is more important
than the gift.

Scenario: A favorite toy breaks or gets lost and you want to cry or get angry.

Discussion Questions:
(@) How important is that toy to you?

(b)  Who gave us everything we have?

(c) Can we still thank God even when we lose something? What could we thank
Him for?

3. Application: Watching or Playing on Screens (TV/tablet time). Even when we use
screens, God is still our King. We can choose to watch and say things that make
Him happy.

Scenatrio: A show or video has kids calling each other names or making fun of
someone.

Discussion Questions:
(@) If Jesus was sitting on the couch with you, would you want to watch that show
with Him?
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(b) How can you be like Job and choose what makes God happy?

() What could you say if a video makes you feel yucky inside?

KiDS AGES 8—-12: “WORSHIP THE GIVER (GOD), NOT JUST THE GIFTS, IN FRIENDSHIPS,
STUFF, AND ONLINE LIFE.”

4.

6.

Application: Friendship Drama and Group Chats (School/early digital spaces). When

friends turn on us, gossip, or exclude us, we can respond without sinning—like Job
didn’t accuse God—even though we’re hurting.

Scenario: Your friends make a group text or chat and leave you out, or they talk
badly about you.

Discussion Questions:

(@) What do you usually do when you feel left out—withdraw, get angry, or try to
please them?

(b) How could Job’s example of worshiping God in pain help you respond?
() What could you pray in that moment instead of lashing out?

Application: Comparing Ourselves and Our Stuff (Jealousy / materialism). Instead of
letting jealousy rule us (“they have better stuff than me”), we remember that
everything we own is a gift and not what defines us.

Scenario: A friend gets a new game system, phone, or expensive shoes, and you
feel jealous or “less than.”

Discussion Questions:

(@)  When you see what others have online or at school, what thoughts pop into
your mind?

(b) How is “worshiping the gifts” different from “worshiping the Giver”?
()  What are three blessings God has given you that don’t cost money?

Application: What You Post and Watch Online (YouTube, games, early social

media). We let God rule our online choices, not fear of missing out or what’s most
popular.

Scenario: A funny video is going around that’s a bit cruel or crude, and everyone is
sharing it.
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Discussion Questions:
(@)  Why might it be tempting to share or laugh at hurtful content?

(b)  If Jesus looked over your shoulder, would you feel proud or embarrassed of
what you watch or post?

(c) What is one “Job-like” decision you could make about your screen time this
week?

YouTH AGES 11-15: “Let God be God in your social world, relationships, and
digital life—especially when it costs you.”*

*Note: This overlaps slightly with 8—12 by design, but goes deeper for teens.

1. Application: Social Rejection and Identity (Friend groups/“who | am”). When our
social status drops—ignored, ghosted, or canceled—we choose to anchor our
identity in God’s view of us, not in others’ approval.

Scenario: You get quietly pushed out of a friend group, get left on “read,” or notice
everyone else got invited to something you weren't.

Discussion Questions:

(@)  When this happens, what story do you start telling yourself (“I'm not enough,”
“'m unlikable,” etc.)?

(b)  Job lost almost everything people respect, but he still honored God. What
would it look like to trust God with your relationships instead of panicking?

()  What truth from Scripture could you use to replace the lie that your worth
depends on your popularity?

2. Application: Pressure to Join in Sinful or Unwise Behavior (Group
chats/parties/DMs). When others pressure you to join gossip, sexting, bullying,

cheating, or sketchy trends, you decide that obedience to God matters more than
fitting in.

Scenario: A group chat starts roasting someone from school, or someone sends an
inappropriate picture/video and expects you to react, share, or not say anything.

Discussion Questions:

(a) What fear do you feel if you don’t go along—being called boring, getting
kicked out of the group, or something else?
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(b) How does Job’s choice to worship God in loss relate to you choosing God
even if it costs friends or reputation?

(c) What are two practical ways to respond: (1) in the moment (what you
type/do), and (2) afterward (who you tell, how you pray)?

3. Application: When Life Feels Overwhelming (Anxiety, school stress, comparison.
Instead of letting anxiety, comparison, or failure rule us, we remember that God is
sovereign (in control) and loves us, even when we feel like we’re “losing everything.”

Scenario: You scroll and see other people’s “perfect” lives, better grades, better
looks, more followers, and you feel like a failure.

Discussion Questions:
(@) How does constant scrolling affect how you see yourself?

(b)  Job could have blamed God and given up. How might trusting God’s
sovereignty change how you see your own struggles and “losses”?

()  What boundaries or habits (time limits, unfollowing certain pages, more time
in Scripture/prayer) could help you see yourself and others with “spiritual
eyes” instead of comparison?

4. Application: Faith in Good Times, Not Just Crises (Success, fun, and comfort). When
life is going well—good grades, good friends, fun online—we still intentionally
worship God, not comfort, achievement, or attention.

Scenario: Everything feels pretty good right now; it’s easy to just coast spiritually and
focus on school, sports, games, or social media.

Discussion Questions:
(@) Isit harder for you to stay close to God when life is hard or when life is easy?
Why?

(b) Job was faithful in blessing and in suffering. What is one small habit (daily
prayer, Bible reading, serving, gratitude) you could build now—before big
trials hit?

(c) As afamily, how could we encourage each other to “worship the Giver and
not the gifts” this week?

Tips for Parents:
e Be patient and listen: Give your child time to think and respond.
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Relate to everyday life: Use real-life examples and stories familiar to your child to
make abstract concepts more tangible.

Encourage questions: Let your son or daughter know it’s okay to ask questions,
even if things don’t make sense right away.

Share personal insights: Tell a personal story about a time you experienced
these themes, adapting as needed for age appropriateness.
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1.

Family Conversation Guide for Gen Z
Job 1:13-22
A Spiritual Blitzkrieg

When the Group Turns on You (Group Chats/Friend Circles).

Job’s principle: Stay faithful when everything is stripped away.
Bible: “Though he slay me, yet will | hope in him” (Job 13:15).

Scenario: A group chat starts ignoring you, subtweeting you, or quietly pushes you
out. Your name comes up in “private” stories, and you know people are talking.

Application:
e Instead of building your identity on the group’s approval, root it in God’s

unchanging view of you.
e Like Job, refuse to curse God or give up on Him when people disappoint you.
How to live it.
e Pray honestly: “God, this hurts. | feel rejected. But my hope is in You, not in
this group.”

e Refuse to respond with gossip, revenge posts, or screenshots to destroy
them back.

Reflect:
e Whose words define you more right now—your friends’ group chat or God’s
Word?
e What would it look like to “hope in Him” in this specific situation?

Worshiping the Giver, Not the Gifts (Clout, Followers, Achievements)**

Job’s principle: “The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away...Blessed be the name
of the Lord” (Job 1:21).

Bible: “Every good and perfect gift is from above” (James 1:17).
Scenario: Your account suddenly blows up—or it tanks. You lose followers, a post

flops, a sports injury benches you, or you don’t get the scholarship / role / spot you
wanted.
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Application:
e Recognize your talents, platforms, and opportunities as gifts, not entitlements.

e Decide you will worship God **with** your success, not **instead of** Him—
and still worship Him if it’s taken away.

How to live it.
e Say out loud: “God, this account/sport/grade is Yours, not mine. Thank You
for it. If You take it, You’re still good.”

¢ When something good happens, pause and thank God before you post about
it.

Reflect:
e Is there something that, if God took it away, you’d feel like you had nothing
left?
e How can you practice holding your “gifts” with an open hand?

. Choosing Purity and Integrity in Digital Spaces

Job’s principle: Job refused to sin against God even under intense pressure.

Bible: “| have made a covenant with my eyes” (Job 31:1). “Flee from sexual
immorality” (1 Corinthians 6:18).

Scenario: You're asked for nudes, pressured to send or save explicit pics, added to
a private story with sexual content, or tempted to watch things you know are not
honoring to God.

Application:
e Decide, like Job, to make a “covenant with your eyes”—a pre-decided

boundary.
e Remember: saying “no” isn’t just rule-following; it’s worship.
How to live it
o Write a simple commitment: “God, by Your strength, | won’t send or keep

explicit content.”

e Use accountability tools or trusted friends of the same sex to help guard your
phone and habits.
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Reflect:
o Where are you most vulnerable online: DMs, late-night scrolling, private
stories?

e What boundary (time, apps, people) needs to change for you to worship God
with your eyes?

. Responding to Cruelty and Injustice Online**

Job’s principle: Satan was cruel, but Job did not join evil or blame God.

Bible: “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good” (Romans 12:21).
“Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building
up” (Ephesians 4:29).

Scenario: A classmate is being roasted in comments, subtweets, or group chats.
You’re not the main target, but you’re “in the room” digitally.

Application:
e Don’t become one of Satan’s “tools of destruction” by participating in cruelty,

even passively.

e Choose words that build up, or choose silence/exit instead of adding to
destruction.

How to live it.
e Refuse to like, share, or comment on humiliating or hateful content.

e Consider sending a private message of encouragement to the person being
attacked.

Reflect:
¢ In what ways might you be silently agreeing with cruelty by your online
habits?

e How can you be a “Job” in your digital spaces—someone who refuses to join
evil?

. Dealing with Anxiety and “Life Is Too Much” Moments™**

Job'’s principle: He admitted his pain but anchored in God’s sovereignty.

Bible: Cast all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you” (1 Peter 5:7). “In this
world you will have trouble. But take heart! | have overcome the world” (John 16:33).

22



Scenario: School deadlines, family issues, constant bad news, and comparison on
social media make you feel like everything is crashing at once.

Application:
e Acknowledge the pain; don’t fake it. Job grieved deeply but still turned toward

God.
e Trust that nothing you’re facing is outside God’s knowledge or control.
How to live it:
e When overwhelmed, pause and pray: “God, | feel like things are spinning. |

give You this specific thing: 7

e Limit doom-scrolling and replace some of it with Scripture that reminds you of
God’s sovereignty (Romans 8, Psalms 23, 46).

Reflect:
e What online habits are increasing your anxiety?

e What truth about God’s control (sovereignty) do you need to remind yourself
of daily?

. Staying Faithful When Life Is “Good™**

Job’s principle: He was faithful in blessing and in suffering (Job 1:1, 8).

Bible: “Remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you power to get
wealth” (Deuteronomy 8:18).

Scenario: You've got decent grades, friends, activities, maybe a solid online
presence. Nothing feels “disastrous,” so spiritual things can slide.

Application:
¢ Refuse to let comfort slowly pull you away from God.

e Practice the discipline of gratitude and obedience while things are calm.
How to live it:
e Build simple rhythms: a short daily time with God (Bible + prayer), weekly
worship with others, regular serving.
e Periodically ask: “If all this was gone tomorrow, would | still be walking with

Jesus?”
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Reflect:
e |Isit easier for you to talk to God when life is falling apart or when it’s going
well?

e What is one concrete habit you will start this week to keep your heart close to
God?

. Letting God Be God in Dating and Close Relationships™**

Job’s principle: He did not let horizontal relationships control his view of God.

Bible: “Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness” (Matthew 6:33). “Fear
of man will prove to be a snare, but whoever trusts in the LORD is kept safe”
(Proverbs 29:25).

Scenario: You're in (or want) a relationship where you feel pressure to
compromise —physically, spiritually, or emotionally—to “keep” the person.

Application:
e Don’t treat a boyfriend/girlfriend or crush as the thing you must have at all

costs.

e Decide that God’s will and your spiritual health come before romantic
approval.

How to live it:
o Ask: “Is this relationship pulling me closer to God or further?” and be honest
about the answer.

e Set clear physical, emotional, and digital boundaries together—and keep
them.

Reflect:
e Are you more afraid of losing them or of disobeying God?

¢ What “Job-like” decision could you make to put God first in this relationship?

All of these flow from the same Job-based conviction:

God is sovereign. God is good. | will worship Him—online and offline—whether
I'm gaining or losing, included or excluded, praised or criticized.
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