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The Path to Eternal Life — Part 3
Matthew 7:21-29

In this powerful message, we delve into the heart of Jesus' teachings from Matthew 7:21-
29. We're confronted with the sobering reality that not everyone who claims to know
Christ will enter the kingdom of heaven. This passage challenges us to examine our faith
deeply, beyond mere words or religious acts. Are we truly doing the will of the Father?
Or are we deceiving ourselves with a superficial faith? We're encouraged to look beyond
the trappings of Christianity and ensure our hearts are truly surrendered to Christ. This
message serves as both a warning and an invitation - a call to genuine, transformative
faith that impacts our motivations, character, and actions.

5-Day Devotion

Day 1: The Narrow Path of True Discipleship
Reading: Matthew 7:13-14, 21-23

Devotion: Jesus warns us about the narrow gate and difficult path that leads to life. It's
easy to fall into the trap of cultural Christianity, where we go through the motions
without truly surrendering our hearts to Christ. Today, reflect on your journey with
Christ.

Question for Reflection: Are you on the narrow path, truly following Jesus, or have you
settled for a comfortable, broad way that merely appears Christian? Make sure to ask
this question not as you see yourself, but as Christ does. Remember, Jesus says that not
everyone who calls Him "Lord" will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only those who do
the will of the Father.

Pray for discernment and the courage to walk the challenging but rewarding path of
genuine discipleship.

Day 2: Building on the Rock
Reading: Matthew 7:24-27
Devotion: The parable of the wise and foolish builders illustrates the importance of a

solid spiritual foundation. Both houses looked similar on the surface, but only one
withstood the storms.
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Questions for Reflection:

(1) In our lives, we may appear Christian outwardly, but what lies beneath?

(2) Are we building our lives on the unshakeable foundation of Christ and His
teachings, or on the shifting sands of our own desires and worldly wisdom?

(3) Today, examine your life's foundation. Are you truly rooting yourself in God's
Word and allowing it to transform you?

Pray and ask God for the faith, courage, and wisdom to commit to deepening your
relationship with Christ, ensuring that your faith can withstand life's inevitable storms.

Day 3: The Heart of True Worship

Reading: John 4:23-24, Romans 12:1-2

Devotion: Genuine faith goes beyond external actions to the condition of our hearts. It's
not about merely saying "Lord, Lord" or performing religious duties, but about

worshiping God in spirit and truth. Today, reflect on your motivations for serving God.

Question for Reflection:

(1) Are you seeking His glory or your own?
(2) Are you transforming your mind to align with God's will, or conforming to the
patterns of this world?

Pray for a heart that truly seeks God, not just the benefits of a Christian lifestyle. Ask the
Holy Spirit to reveal areas where you may be self-deceived, and commit to offering your
whole self as a living sacrifice to God.

Day 4: Growing in Christ-likeness

Reading: Galatians 5:22-25, Ephesians 4:22-24

Devotion: The evidence of true faith is a transformed life. As we abide in Christ, we
should see the fruit of the Spirit manifesting in our lives and our old self being replaced

by our new nature in Christ. Today, take an honest inventory of your spiritual growth.

Question for Reflection:

(1) Are you more loving, joyful, peaceful, and self-controlled than you were six
months ago?
(2) Are you actively putting off your old self and putting on the new?

Remember, this is not about earning salvation, but about allowing God's grace to work
in and through you. Pray for continued growth and transformation, trusting in God's
power to complete the good work He has begun in you.



Day 5: Living with Eternal Perspective

Reading: Colossians 3:1-4, 2 Corinthians 4:16-18

Devotion: As followers of Christ, we're called to set our minds on things above, not on
earthly things. This eternal perspective should shape our priorities, decisions, and daily

lives. Reflect on how you're investing your time, talents, and resources.

Question for Reflection:

(1) Are you primarily focused on temporary comforts and worldly success, or on
eternal values and Kingdom purposes?

Ask God to help you see your life through His eyes, to value what He values, and to live
each day in light of eternity. Commit to making choices that align with your identity as a
citizen of heaven, eagerly anticipating the day when Christ, who is your life, appears.

For Further Reflection:

Questions for Consideration and Prayer

1. How can we discern between genuine faith and 'faux faith' in our own lives and in the
lives of others?

2. What are some practical ways we can examine ourselves in light of God's Word to ensure
we are truly walking with Christ?

3. In what ways can we guard against self-deception in our spiritual lives?

4. How does building our lives on the 'rock' of Christ differ from building on the 'sand' of
worldly wisdom or self-reliance?

5. What role should spiritual fruit and character transformation play in assessing the
authenticity of our faith?

6. How can we cultivate a heart that truly seeks to please God rather than just going through
religious motions?

7. How can we ensure our motivations for Christian service and fellowship are rooted in love
for God rather than social or self-serving reasons?

8. What does it mean to live out the teachings of the Sermon on the Mount, and what
changes might that require in our lives?



