Subject: Standing Strong When Everything Falls Apart - Job 2:1-10 Recap
Dear Beloved Church Family,

Job is one of the most challenging books of the Bible as it calls us to trust and follow
God no matter our life circumstances. Easy to say ‘yes’ when things aren’t too tough,
but as we know life can be pretty harsh and unforgiving...then we are tested as to
whether we will share in the fellowship of His sufferings or only in His blessings. Please
enjoy and go deeper with this word from God by grabbing our discipleship materials
[HERE].

Summary: This Sunday's sermon explored Job 2:1-10, revealing the nature of a living
faith that holds tight to God even when everything falls apart. We witnessed Job's
remarkable response to unimaginable suffering - losing his family, possessions, health,
and even facing discouragement from his own wife. Yet through it all, Job refused to
curse God. This passage challenges us to examine where we find our identity and
security. Are we defined by our circumstances, or by our relationship with God? The
sermon revealed three profound truths: God's grace enables us to endure what seems
impossible, Satan destroys without cause while God remains just, and the hard things
God permits serve purposes beyond our immediate understanding. Ultimately, this
passage utterly rejects the prosperity gospel and calls us to a faith that trusts God not
for what He gives, but for who He is.

Takeaways:

1. Our identity must be rooted in God, not our circumstances. Job was not defined
by his possessions, family, or health, but by his relationship with God - something
Satan's attacks could not directly sever. When we anchor ourselves in Christ, we
become unshakeable even when everything around us crumbles.

2. Evilis relentless, but God's grace is sufficient. Satan's persistence in attacking
Job reveals the reality of spiritual warfare we all face. Yet Job's endurance
demonstrates that God's grace empowers us to withstand suffering of any size or
intensity. Jesus came to save us not from external troubles, but from ourselves -
making us complete and content in Him alone.

3. God is worthy of our trust in both blessing and suffering. Job's powerful response
to his wife - "Shall we receive good from God and not receive adversity?" -
reminds us that God is not merely a gift-giver guaranteeing material abundance.
He is sovereign, just, and good. Victory comes not through comfort and ease, but
through abiding in Christ through every season.

As we move through this week, let us remember that God walks with us through every
storm. The trials we face are not evidence of God's absence or anger, but opportunities
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for our faith to be strengthened and for God's sovereignty to be displayed. May we, like
Job, defend the hope of God within us - hating our circumstances when necessary, but
always trusting our faithful God.

| encourage you to spend time this week reflecting on where you find your security and
identity. Are there areas where you've been defining yourself by what you have rather
than by whose you are?

In His Grip,

Pastor Jim
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These notes are NOT a transcript. The actual sermon may include considerable differences.

Side s A Living Faith
> Job 2:1-10

Introduction: Hold Tight Knowing God is Able

1. As we move into chapter 2, there is a new target in view. The

ruthless first attacks were on those things Job valued outside of
himself...family and possessions. They were successful in that
they destroyed nearly everything that Job held dear. But he did
NOT curse God. You see, Job was not defined by life
circumstances, but by his relationship with God...something
Satan’s attacks could NOT directly sever.

. Still, so much hurt is hard to fathom. How can one sleep except for

shear exhaustion? How can one wake up the next day without the
dread of hopelessness threatening to wash over before the sun
peaks its head above the horizon?

3. But, as we are about to see, Satan is not yet done.
Job 2:1-3: Relentlessness

1. The best at the various jobs requiring high intensity performance

for extended periods of time require extensive training. Even with
this extensive training, human beings can’t perform at peak levels
beyond certain limitations. | note this as our passage speaks
clearly of the relentlessness of evil.

. Back in the throne room after having done everything permissible

in prompting Job to curse God, Satan remains persistent. His
persistence is complemented by his consistency in believing in his
own wisdom and power in proving the fallibility of man. Vanity and
pride run amok!

. There are three ‘big ideas’ that God is bringing forward for us

through the verses today.



A. First, we have witnessed a miracle only possible by the power
of God’s grace. Job’s circumstances, as devastating as they
were, did not lead him to blame God, but to press into Him
instead. No matter the size or intensity of the suffering, He is
our strong tower and it is He that is near to those with broken
hearts and will deliver the righteous through them.

I.  As | considered this, | was reminded of a recent teaching
where | noted that Jesus did not come to save us from the
external (whether it be Satan or our version of the
Roman’s), but from ourselves. The simple truth is only in
Him that we are made complete and content.

B. Second, there is a bitter truth presented at the end of v3...a
bitter truth that points to a beautiful truth. Satan, in all of his
pride-filled lusts, will destroy without cause. God, being good, is
just!

C. Third, for your consideration, perhaps the hard things God
permits are:

i. ...as atest meant to strengthen Job’s faith?
ii. ...todisprove Satan (his lies and his power)?

iii. ...that we can know that God is truly sovereign and have
our faith strengthened?
Slide 6

. Job 2:4-5: The Monster of Pride Revealed

1. The ‘king’ of pride speaks plainly and directly about human pride.
Satan, in one single statement, both accuses man and God — man
of being filled with pride and God of limiting man’s sin-nature to
fulfill His own pronouncements.

2. It’s as if Satan knew that most of mankind will fall when confronted

with the loss of what we have — stuff, position, power, and
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relationships. Yet, he also knew how to turn up the temperature
that all, except those walking with God, will fall...make the
suffering not about what one has, but about our very lives’.

3. The truth is that Satan was right...oh, not about Job (or any
trusting and walking in Christ), but about mankind’s general
response to very personal adversity and suffering. The Bible is
replete with stories of people, including heroes of our faith, being
willing to sell out to save their own skin. Think of Abraham denying
Sarah as his wife, not once, but twice. How about Peter denying

Jesus that his life might also be spared?!

IV. Job 2:6-8: Suffering is All-too-Real

1. In chapter 1, we read that Satan was able to influence both (1)
mankind and (2) nature in doing his will of bringing suffering and
destruction to Job’s doorstep. Here in chapter 2, with God’s
approval, we see that Satan has the power to inflict disease and
other physical sufferings in his [unsuccessful] quest to kill, steal,
and destroy as tools toward obtaining the throne. These methods
of attack offer both insights as to the way the enemy works and
some prayer-points therein.

2. V8 suggests that Job had fallen so far that the dump outside of his
city had become his home. It seems he sat among the ashes of
the burned trash using a broken piece of pottery to relieve himself
the insane itching and searing pain associated with boils covering
his body. While pretty uncomfortable, it is instructive for us to
consider Job’s suffering’:

A. Intense pain (My bones are pierced in me at night, and my
gnawing pains take no rest; Job 30:17).

B. Peeling and darkened skin (My skin grows black and falls from
me; Job 30:30a).

' David Guzik, The Enduring Word, https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/job-2/ 5



. Pus-filled, erupting sores (My flesh is caked with worms and
dust, my skin is cracked and breaks out afresh; Job 7:5b).

. Anorexia, emaciation (My bone clings to my skin and to my
flesh; Job 19:20).

. Fever (My bones burn with fever; Job 30:30b).

. Depression (I loathe my life; | would not live forever; Job
7:16 and My heart is in turmoil and cannot rest; days of
affliction confront me. | go about mourning, but not in the
sun; Job 30:27-28).

. Weeping (My face is flushed with weeping; Job 16:16a).

. Sleeplessness (When | lie down, | say, ‘When shall | arise, and
the night be ended?’ Job 7:4).

. Nightmares (Then you scare me with dreams and terrify me
with visions; Job 7:14).

. Putrid breath (My breath is offensive to my wife; Job 19:17).

. Difficulty breathing (He will not allow me to catch my
breath; Job 9:18).

. Failing vision (On my eyelids is the shadow of death; Job
16:16b).

. Rotting teeth (I have escaped by the skin of my teeth; Job
19:20).

. Haggard looks (When they raised their eyes from afar, and did
not recognize him; Job 2:12).

. Painful, swollen sores all over his body (painful boils from the
sole of his foot to the crown of his head; Job 2:7).



P. Insanely intense itching (fo scrape himself, Job 2:8).

Q. This condition lasted for months (Oh, that | were as in months
past; Job 29:2 and | have been allotted months of futility; Job

7:3).

V. Job 2:9-10: The Sometimes Surprising Face of Evil

1. In these verses, we see Satan returning to the tried-and-true
method of using others to speak his lies into life. Here, Job’s wife
is used to deliver the temptation to blame God for his suffering.

For many, the obvious face of evil will cause us to at least be wary
of and even flee from its desires. This is why evil often tries to
disguise itself while it takes root in our hearts — this is why the
Apostle Paul pleads and begs us to fight spiritual warfare with the
very power of Christ... he says it this way in 2 Corinthians
10:3-5:

3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to
the flesh. 4 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but
mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, 5 casting down
arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the

knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the
obedience of Christ,

2. Now, | think we should be circumspect about throwing Job’s wife
under the proverbial bus here. She had lost much as her life had
also been turned upside down and it seemed as though her
husband was about to die.

What’s more, she said out loud what we will soon witness with the
testimony of Job’s friends. Cursing God brings death! In some
sense, she may well have felt death was preferrable to the life of
extreme suffering her husband (and even herself) were now
experiencing.



3. Job, gracious in his suffering, describes his wife not as foolish but
being ‘like one that is foolish’. As Job notes, God gives gifts as He
sees fit so it stands to reason that He can also NOT give or even
withdraw His gifts as seems right to Him.

What’s more, that God allows adversity or even evil does NOT
make Him against us, evil, or even the author of evilness. While
not stated directly here, we see the underpinnings of the
Gospel...in our sin, mankind is destined for hell, BUT GOD. But
God inserted himself into the fabric of time to offer us a different,
sure path to eternal life.

4. This passage closes with ‘Job did not sin with his lips.” Some have
said that while Job did not sin with his words that does not mean
he did not sin. This, by extension, suggests he sinned in thought
or in his heart; AND that God somehow didn’t know and/or that our
righteous God wouldn’t hold Job to account. Seems silly when
viewed clearly doesn't it?!

A. How about if we just take the words as presented?! Job is
reminding his wife that while God is NOT the first cause of
everything bad that happens, trials can only happen with His
consent. Further, since God is both good righteous, there must
be a purpose for allowing Job’s suffering. This is Job defending
the hope of God within Him...this is Job hating his
circumstances, but trusting God.

5. One final truth gets illuminated by this passage. The words here
utterly reject the prosperity gospel that has infected much of what
claims to be the church today. Specifically, God is not simply a gift

- giver offering guarantees of an abundant material life.
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VI. Closing: He is Worthy

1. Know God. Live a life of love and complete obedience to God.
Know God has a purpose and will for you. Know that God will walk
with you through the storms of this life. Know that victory comes



not in comfort, sensuality, materiality, and the other prideful things
of this life, but in abiding in Christ and He in you!



Job 2:1-10, A Living Faith
Discussion Prompts

Don’t be shy or embarrassed, this is a safe place to talk, learn, and grow. All of us
should walk with an attitude of grace and Godly love in encouraging one another to
contribute to our shared growth in the Lord.

For more discussion questions helping your faith to grow, please download the
sermon documents typically posted the day after each sermon on the watch tab
of our App or website.

1. What, if anything, can we do to prepare ourselves for severe and relentless spiritual
attacks?

2. ltis easy to say “trust God” when things are not so difficult. How do we trust Him in
our darkest hours that our hurt and pain will not drive us to bitterness or to
hopelessness?

3. Write down a definition of victory that is common to man. Feel free to look it up. Now
compare this to Job’s handling of the adversity in his life to write a biblical definition
of victory for all that suffer?
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Iv.

VL.

Job 2:1-10
A Living Faith

Introduction: Hold Tight Knowing God is Able

Job 2:1-3: Relentlessness
e Satan is persistent and consistent
e Three big ideas here are:

(1)
()
(3)

Job 2:4-5: The Monster of Pride Revealed
e Satan understands mankind’s general response to personal adversity and
suffering.

Job 2:6-8: Suffering is All-too-Real
e Consider Job’s faithfulness in light of the breadth and depth of his pain and
suffering. What does this reveal to us?

Job 2:9-10: The Sometimes Surprising Face of Evil
e What is Job’s answer to the question of our day...what kind of a God allows His
people to suffer in one way or another?

Additional Scripture References: 2 Cor 10:3-5

Closing: He is Worthy
e If Job is walking in victory what does this reveal about what we say victory is?

11



5-Day Devotional
Job 2:1-10
A Living Faith

Day 1: Defined by Relationship, Not Circumstances Reading: Job 1:13-22

Devotional: Job's world collapsed in a single day—children, possessions, security —all
gone. Yet his response reveals a profound truth: our identity is not found in what we
have, but in whose we are. Job was not defined by his circumstances but by his
relationship with God. When everything external was stripped away, his faith remained
anchored.

Consider what defines you. Is it your career, relationships, health, or possessions?
These are gifts, but they are not your identity. Like Job, we must root ourselves so
deeply in God that when storms come, our foundation holds firm. True contentment
comes not from favorable circumstances but from abiding in Christ. Today, reflect on
whether your peace depends on your situation or your Savior. Worship God not for what
He gives, but for who He is—the unchanging anchor of your soul.

Day 2: The Relentlessness of Evil and the Sufficiency of Grace
Reading: Job 2:1-3; 2 Co 12:7-10

Devotional: Satan's attacks against Job were relentless, yet Job's faith endured. This
passage reveals a sobering truth: evil is persistent and will not cease simply because
we've already suffered. But it also reveals something more powerful—God's sustaining
grace is sufficient for every trial.

Notice that God acknowledged Job's integrity even as He permitted further testing. This
wasn't cruelty; it was confidence in the transforming power of His grace working in Job's
life. Jesus came not to save us from external enemies, but from ourselves—from the
pride, fear, and self-reliance that would turn us from God in adversity.

When suffering persists, remember that God's grace is not a one-time provision but a
continuous supply. His power is perfected in our weakness. The same grace that held
Job through unimaginable loss will hold you today. Your endurance is not evidence of
your strength, but of His faithfulness.

Day 3: Skin for Skin—The Pride Within Us All
Reading: Job 2:4-5; Mt 16:24-26

Devotional: Satan's accusation cuts deep: people will abandon God to save their own
skin. History proves this tendency —Abraham lied to protect himself, Peter denied Jesus
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to preserve his life. Satan understood human pride and self-preservation instincts all too
well.

Yet Job's response reveals what happens when someone truly walks with God. When
faith is genuine, even the threat to life itself cannot sever our connection to the Divine.
Jesus later demonstrated this ultimate trust, surrendering His life for our sake.

The question confronts us today: What would we sacrifice to avoid suffering? Our
integrity? Our witness? Our obedience to God? Jesus calls us to deny ourselves, take
up our cross, and follow Him—even when it costs us everything.

True faith is tested not when we lose our possessions, but when we face losing
ourselves. In those moments, we discover whether we serve God for benefits or
because He is worthy. Job chose worship over self-preservation. What will you choose?

Day 4: Suffering is Real, But God is Present
Reading: Job 2:6-8; Ps 34:17-19

Devotional: The description of Job's physical suffering is overwhelming—boils,
sleeplessness, depression, pain, isolation. Scripture does not sanitize suffering or
pretend that faith makes us immune to agony. Job's experience validates that following
God does not guarantee comfort.

Yet within this dark reality shines a crucial truth: God's presence sustains us through
suffering, not necessarily from it. Job sat in ashes, scraping his skin with broken pottery,
yet he did not curse God. His faith was not built on the promise of ease, but on the
character of the Almighty.

The psalmist reminds us that God is near to the brokenhearted. He does not abandon
us in our pain; He enters into it with us. Jesus Himself became acquainted with grief,
experiencing the fullness of human suffering.

Your pain is real, and God sees it. He does not minimize your struggle or demand you
pretend everything is fine. Instead, He offers His presence —the only comfort that can
sustain us when everything else fails.

Day 5: Accepting Both Good and Hard from God's Hand
Reading: Job 2:9-10; Ro 8:28-39

Devotional: Job's wife voiced what many feel in suffering: "Curse God and die." Death
seemed preferable to continued agony. Yet Job's response reveals mature faith: "Shall
we accept good from God, and not trouble?" He understood that God's goodness is not
measured by comfortable circumstances but by His righteous character and eternal
purposes.
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This passage demolishes the prosperity gospel. God is not a cosmic vending machine
dispensing blessings in exchange for faith. He is sovereign, and His purposes transcend
our temporary comfort. Trials permitted by God are not evidence of His absence but
opportunities to demonstrate His sustaining power.

Paul later echoed this truth: nothing can separate us from God's love—not tribulation,
distress, persecution, or peril. These experiences do not indicate God's disapproval but
often become the crucible where shallow faith is refined into gold.

Job hated his circumstances but trusted God's character. Can you do the same? True

faith holds fast not because life is good, but because God is good—always, even in the
darkest valley.
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Small Group Study Guide
Job 2:1-10
A Living Faith

Opening Prayer: Pray that the Lord would open your eyes to see and understand His
word as you discuss the sermon.

Key Takeaways: Query the group for takeaways first...you may stay with one or more
of those.

Faith is defined by our relationship with God, not our circumstances

Evil is relentless, but God's grace is sufficient

God permits suffering for purposes beyond our immediate understanding
True faith receives both good and hard things from God's hand

Victory comes through abiding in Christ, not through comfort or prosperity

aOrOND~

Discussion Questions: Did the Holy Spirit prompt any questions with you? Start with
those.

1. What does Satan's return to the throne room reveal about the nature of spiritual
warfare in our lives?

2. The sermon mentions three "big ideas" from these verses. Which of these truths
is most challenging for you to accept? Why?:

a. God's grace enabled Job to press into God rather than blame Him
b. Satan destroys without cause; God is just
c. God permits hard things for specific purposes

3. How does understanding that "Jesus came to save us from ourselves, not just
from external circumstances" change your perspective on suffering?

4. Satan says, "Skin for skin! All that a man has he will give for his life." What does
this reveal about Satan's understanding of human nature? Where do you see this
principle playing out in our culture today?

5. Review the extensive list of Job's physical sufferings from the sermon. How does
this detailed description help us understand the reality of what Job endured?

6. Job lost his health, possessions, family, and social standing, yet remained

faithful. What "categories" of loss would be hardest for you to endure while
maintaining faith? Be honest with the group.
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7. Job's wife told him to "curse God and die." The sermon suggests we shouldn't be
too quick to judge her. Why might she have said this? How can suffering make
us vulnerable to speaking (or hearing) lies about God?

8. Job responds: "Shall we receive good from God, and shall we not receive
adversity?" How does this perspective challenge the "prosperity gospel" mindset
that has infected modern Christianity?

9. The sermon states that "God allows adversity or even evil does NOT make Him
against us, evil, or the author of evilness." How do you reconcile God's
sovereignty with His goodness when facing trials?

10.Second Corinthians 10:3-5 (referenced in the sermon) talks about spiritual
warfare. What are the practical "weapons" we have to fight against thoughts that
would lead us to curse God in our suffering?

11.Job "did not sin with his lips." What role does community play in helping us guard
our words and hearts during trials? How can this group better support one
another in suffering?

12. The sermon closes with: "Victory comes not in comfort, sensuality, materiality,
and the other prideful things of this life, but in abiding in Christ and He in you!"
What does "abiding in Christ" practically look like during a season of suffering?

Practical Applications: Query the group for applications first...you may explore one or

more of those.

1. Gratitude Practice: Each day, thank God for one good thing AND one difficult
thing, acknowledging His sovereignty over both.

2. Scripture Memorization: Memorize Job 2:10 or another verse from this passage
that speaks to you.

3. Intercessory Prayer: Identify someone in your life experiencing suffering and
commit to praying for them daily, asking God to strengthen their faith through the
trial.

4. Honest Conversation: Have a vulnerable conversation with a trusted friend about
an area where you're struggling to trust God's goodness.

5. Prosperity Gospel Audit: Examine your prayers this week. Are you treating God
as a gift-giver or as the ultimate gift Himself?
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Closing Prayer Points:

e Those in the group facing trials or suffering

e Strength to press into God rather than pull away during hard times
e Protection from the lies of the enemy during vulnerable seasons

e A deeper understanding of God's sovereignty and goodness

e Hearts that treasure relationship with God above all circumstances
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Discussion Questions
Job 2:1-10, A Living Faith

. How does Job's ability to maintain faith despite losing everything challenge our
modern tendency to define ourselves by our possessions, relationships, and
circumstances rather than by our relationship with God?

. In what ways does Satan's relentless attack on Job reveal the true nature of spiritual
warfare, and how can we prepare ourselves to stand firm when evil persists in
attacking our faith?

. Job's wife urged him to curse God and die, possibly seeing death as preferable to
extreme suffering. How do we discern between compassionate counsel and
spiritually harmful advice for those closest to us during times of crisis?

. The sermon states that Jesus came to save us from ourselves rather than from

external circumstances. How does this truth reshape our expectations of what God's
deliverance looks like in our lives?

. Job experienced months of physical, emotional, and social suffering yet refused to
blame God. What spiritual disciplines or truths must we cultivate now, before trials
come, to maintain faith during prolonged suffering?

. How does Satan's accusation that people only serve God for what they can get
expose the subtle prosperity gospel mindset that may exist even in our own hearts?

. The passage reveals that God permits suffering for purposes we may not
immediately understand. How do we balance trusting God's sovereignty with
honestly lamenting our pain without falling into either stoicism or bitterness?

. Job defended God's character even while sitting in ashes covered with painful boils.
What does this teach us about the relationship between circumstances and truth,
and how can we anchor ourselves in who God is rather than what we are
experiencing?

. The sermon notes that Satan has power to influence people, nature, and even inflict
disease. How should this reality shape our prayer life and our understanding of the
spiritual dimensions behind physical suffering?

10.Job received both good and bad from God's hand without sinning with his lips. How

does this perspective challenge the cultural expectation that we deserve only
comfort and blessing, and what would it look like to embrace this biblical worldview
today?
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Dinner Conversation Starters
Job 2:1-10
A Living Faith

. Pressing Into God Not Pulling Away

Job didn’t curse God when he lost everything; he drew closer. When something
really hard happens, do we tend to pull away from God (and maybe each other) or
lean in? What are some practical ways our family can “press into” God during tough
times?

. Why Would God Allow Hard Things?

The sermon suggested that God may allow trials to strengthen faith, expose Satan’s
lies, and show His sovereignty. How do we feel about the idea that God allows
suffering but is still good? Can we think of a time when something hard later helped
us grow or see God more clearly?

. Skin for Skin and Self-Protection

Satan assumed people will do anything to protect themselves. When are we most
tempted to “save ourselves” by lying, blaming, or quitting on what’s right? How can
we help each other choose faithfulness instead of just comfort or safety?

. When Pain Shapes Our World

Job’s wife spoke out of deep pain and actually echoed Satan’s message without
realizing it. How can we tell when someone’s advice—even from people we love—is
pulling us away from trusting God? What are kind, respectful ways we can challenge
each other if we think someone is believing a lie?

. God is Worthy Even Without Prosperity
The sermon said Job’s story rejects the idea that following God guarantees health
and wealth. If God doesn’t promise us an easy life, why is He still worth following?

What would it look like for our family to live as if God is worthy in both blessings and
in suffering?
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Family Conversation Guide for Children & Early Teens
Job 2:1-10
A Living Faith

AGES 5-7: SIMPLIFYING THE MESSAGE APPLICATION POINTS

1. Trusting God When Things Don’t Go Our Way: Like Job, we can choose to trust
God even when we don’t get what we want (a toy, a turn, a friend’s attention).

Discussion Questions: At school or play: “What could you do if your friends don’t want
to play the game you like and you feel sad or left out?”

“When you feel upset, how can you talk to God about it like Job did instead of getting
mad at God?”

“What simple prayer could you say when you feel disappointed or hurt?”

2. Kind Words Even When We’re Hurting: Job’s wife spoke hurtful words out of her
pain. When we’re upset, we can still choose kind words with family and friends.

Discussion Questions:

(@)  With siblings or friends: “What happens inside you when someone breaks your
toy or doesn’t share? What words do you feel like saying?”

(b)  “If you feel like saying something mean, what could you say or do instead so
your words still honor God?”

() “How can we help each other remember to use kind words when we’re angry or
sad?”

3. God Is Good Even When We Don’t Get “Good Stuff”’: God isn’t just good when we
get treats, toys, or fun. He is good all the time, like the sermon said of Job’s faith.

Discussion Questions:

(a) Ata party or event: “If your friend got the prize or the bigger gift and you didn't,
how would that make you feel about God?”

(b) “Does God stop loving you when you don’t get what you want? How do we
know?”

() “What are some things God gives us that are better than toys or prizes?”

AGES 8-12: BUILDING UNDERSTANDING APPLICATION POINTS

1. Standing for What’s Right in Friend Groups: Satan assumed people would do
anything to protect themselves (“skin for skin”). We can choose obeying God over just
“fitting in.”

Discussion Questions:

(a) Friend group / social pressure: “What if your friends start making fun of another
kid or talking badly about someone in a group text—what are some options you
have?”
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(b)  “Which choice would be ‘protecting yourself’ (trying not to look uncool), and
which choice would be trusting God and doing what’s right?”
() “How could you show kindness without making your friends your enemies?”

2. Being Careful with Voices We Listen to (Friends & Media): Just like Satan spoke

through Job’s wife, sometimes friends, shows, or YouTubers can say things that sound
‘right’ but pull us away from God.

Discussion Questions:

(a) Digital spaces: “If a video or influencer says happiness comes from being
popular, rich, or always comfortable, how is that different from what Job’s story
is teaching?”

(b) “What are some ‘red flags’ that advice or content is not leading us toward God?”

() “What could you do if a friend encourages you to watch or share something you
know isn’t honoring to God?”

Turning to God, Not Just Screens, When We’re Sad: Job chose to press into God in
suffering. We often run to screens (games, videos, chats) to escape hard feelings.

Discussion Questions:

(@)  When hurt or excluded: “If you had a terrible day and feel left out or
embarrassed, what'’s the first thing you usually do—talk to God, talk to
someone, or get on a device?”

(b)  “How could you invite God into that moment before you grab a screen?”

(c) “What are two healthy ways to respond to a bad day that show we trust God,
not just distraction?”

AGES 11-15: DEEPENING THE CONNECTION APPLICATION POINTS

1.

Integrity When It Might Cost You Socially: Satan said people will compromise when
their comfort or safety is threatened. Many teens face this in friend groups and online
spaces.

Discussion Questions:

(@)  Group chats/social media: “Suppose your friend group is roasting someone in a
group chat, or posting something cruel. What are your realistic choices?”

(b)  “If you spoke up or refused to join in, what might you ‘lose’ (status, popularity,
comfort)? What might you gain, spiritually and in your character?”

(c) “How does Job’s example challenge the idea that ‘everyone does it, so it’s
fine’?”

Discernment: Not Every Voice Is God’s Voice: Job’s wife’s words sounded like a
“solution” (curse God and die), but they were actually echoing Satan. Today, advice
from friends, influencers, and culture can do the same.

Discussion Questions:
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(@)

(b)

()

Influencers / advice culture: “Think of advice you’ve seen online like: ‘Cut out
anyone who stresses you’ or ‘Do whatever makes you happy.’ How could that
be both partly true and dangerously incomplete?”

“How can you test whether advice (from friends, media, or even Christian
content creators) lines up with what Scripture shows us about God’s
character?”

“What’s one piece of ‘popular advice’ that you’re starting to question because of
what you know about Jesus?”

3. When God Doesn’t Fix Things Fast: Job’s suffering went on for months, and he

stayed in the tension. Many teens live in long-term struggle (anxiety, family problems,
loneliness, body image, etc.) and wonder where God is.

Discussion Questions:

(@)
(b)
()

Ongoing struggles: “If a situation at school, home, or online has been painful for
a long time, how does that affect how you feel about God?”

“What’s the difference between: ‘God is against me’ vs. ‘God has allowed
something | don’t understand but has a good purpose’?”

“If God doesn’t guarantee a comfortable life, what does He promise instead
(presence, forgiveness, wisdom, eternal life)? Which of those promises means
the most to you right now?”

Tips for Parents

e Be patient and listen: Give your child time to think and respond.

e Relate to everyday life: Use real-life examples and stories familiar to your child to
make abstract concepts more tangible.

e Encourage questions: Let your son or daughter know it’s okay to ask questions, even if
things don’t make sense right away.

e Share personal insights: Tell a personal story about a time you experienced these
themes, adapting as needed for age appropriateness.
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1.

Family Conversation Guide for Gen Z
Job 2:1-10
A Living Faith

Faith That Does Not Bail When Life is Hard

Bible Reference: “Shall we indeed accept good from God, and shall we not accept
adversity?” (Job 2:10)

Application: Real faith doesn’t mean “l follow God as long as life is good.” It means:
“I trust God’s character even when the storyline hurts and | don’t get what | want.”

Scenario: You worked hard on a project, audition, or team tryout. You prayed about
it. Someone less committed (and maybe less godly) gets the spot, the grade, or the
recognition—and you’re left out. Your friends say, “See? What'’s the point of
praying? God didn’t come through.”

Discussion: When God doesn’t give you the outcome you hoped for—even after you
prayed—how do you usually react: pull back from God, fake it, or press into Him?
What would it look like, practically, to “accept adversity” without losing your trust in
His goodness?

Integrity Even When It Costs Us Socially

Bible Reference: “Skin for skin! Yes, all that a man has he will give for his
life...stretch out Your hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will surely
curse You to Your face!” (Job 2:4-5)

Application: Satan assumes you’ll compromise your faith to protect your image,
comfort, or social status. Walking with Christ means choosing integrity, even when it
costs you friends, clout, or opportunities.

Scenario: Your group chat mocks someone from school. Memes, screenshots,
personal info are shared. You know it’'s wrong, but if you leave the chat or speak up,
you’ll probably get labeled “overly sensitive” or “religious.”

Discussion: In moments when doing the right thing might make you look weak or Kill
your vibe with the group, what are you most afraid of losing—and how does Job’s
faith challenge those fears? If you lost this relationship because you honored Jesus,
would it be worth it in light of eternity? Why?
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3. When People You Love Speak From Hurt Not Truth

Bible Reference: “Then his wife said to him, ‘Do you still hold fast to your integrity?
Curse God and die!” (Job 2:9)

Application: Even people you love and trust can speak out of pain, fear, or frustration
in ways that pull you away from trusting God. You need discernment, not automatic
agreement.

Scenario: You go through a breakup, betrayal, or family drama. A close friend says,
“Honestly, just do whatever makes you happy. If God really loved you, He wouldn’t
let this happen. Stop stressing about what He thinks.”

Discussion: How can you tell when advice from someone you care about is actually
pushing you away from God’s truth? What specific “filters” (Scripture, prayer, wise
mentors) do you need to use before acting on their advice?

4. Suffering That Lasts Longer Than a Post

Bible Reference: “Satan...struck Job with painful boils from the sole of his foot to the
crown of his head.” (Job 2:7)
“I have been allotted months of futility...” (Job 7:3)

Application: Some pain doesn’t go away fast—anxiety, family dysfunction, chronic
illness, loneliness. A living faith doesn’t pretend it’s fine; it brings raw pain honestly
to God and refuses to walk away.

Scenario: You've struggled for months with anxiety, depression, or identity issues
while seeing other people post “God came through!” victory stories. You start
thinking, “Maybe God cares about them more than me,” and quietly stop praying.

Discussion: When your struggle is long-term and God feels silent, what lies about
God are you tempted to believe—and what truths from Job’s story (or other
Scripture) can you cling to instead?

These points aim to empower Gen Z to live out their faith genuinely and

courageously in various aspects of their daily lives, reflecting Biblical integrity,
compassion, and steadfastness.
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