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Subject: Truth and Grace: Lessons from Job's Suffering 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
Below are a few reflections from Part 1 of our recent study of Job chapters 8-10, where 
we witnessed the tension between human wisdom and divine truth through the dialogue 
between Job and his friend Bildad. For a copy of the teaching notes and a number of 
discipleship materials, please go [HERE]. 
 
Summary: The sermon explored the danger of works-based theology and the critical 
balance between truth and grace in our understanding of God. Through Bildad's harsh 
accusations and Job's earnest defense, we see how even well-meaning counsel can 
miss the mark when we construct God according to our own biases rather than His 
revealed character. This passage reminds us that suffering is not always connected to 
personal sin, and that our righteousness before God comes not through our works but 
through faith in Christ alone. 
 
Takeaways: 
 

1. Truth without grace crushes people while grace without truth deceives them. We 
must hold both in balance as we minister to those who are suffering, avoiding the 
mistake of Bildad who spoke theological truths but applied them wrongly to Job's 
situation. 

 
2. We cannot rely on human wisdom or tradition alone, even when many agree with 

us. Despite having the complete canon of Scripture and living on this side of the 
cross, we still face the temptation to create a Jesus of our own construct rather 
than submitting to who He has revealed Himself to be. 

 
3. The most important question anyone can ask is the one Job posed: "How can I 

be righteous before God?" We are blessed to know the answer Job did not yet 
have—we are made righteous only through confession and surrender to Jesus 
as Messiah, not through our works or comparative righteousness. 

 
As we reflect on this passage, let us examine our own hearts. Are we quick to judge 
others' circumstances based on our limited understanding? Do we offer truth with grace, 
or do we crush those who are already suffering? May we point people to and walk with 
them as they are introduced to and walk with the only source of true righteousness—
Jesus Christ. 
 
In His Service, 
 
Pastor Jim 
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Job 8-10 – Part 1 (8-9:13), There is No Mediator 
Discussion Prompts 

 
Don’t be shy or embarrassed, this is a safe place to talk, learn, and grow. All of us 
should walk with an attitude of grace and Godly love in encouraging one another to 
contribute to our shared growth in the Lord.  
 
For more discussion questions helping your faith to grow, please download the sermon 
documents typically posted the day after each sermon on the watch tab of our App or 
website. 
 

1. There are, quite literally, thousands upon thousands of voices claiming the 
mantel of properly understanding God and Scripture. From works-based faith, to 
end times predictions, to hating Israel, to insisting the offices of apostles and 
prophets are for today, and so many more, there is no shortage of passionate-
yet-false experts trying to influence other’s worldviews. How does one protect 
themselves from attractive, but wrong doctrines that capture our interest and 
even our hearts? How can we help others obtain, retain, and live out a biblical 
worldview? 

 
 
 
 
 

2. In considering the quote "Truth without grace crushes people while grace without 
truth deceives them.", answer the following questions in a way a ‘baby-Christian’ 
or a seeking unbeliever will understand: 

 
(a) What is truth? How can one discern which is correct with respect to 

competing truth claims? Why does this even matter? 
 

(b) What is grace? Make a list of 7 common conflicts between people and 
discuss what biblical grace looks like in each of these conflicts. 

 
(c) How does one hold grace and truth together in proper balance? 

 
 
 
 
 

3. How are Job and Bildad’s understanding of God different? How does their 
seemingly strong faith in God, with such a limited and even wrong understanding 
of Him, inform or guide your faith? 
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Job 8-10 – Part 1 (8-9:13) 
There is No Mediator 

 
I. Job 8: Bildad’s Speech 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

II. Job 9:1-13: Job’s Response 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

III. Closing: Truth & Grace 
• _______ without _______ crushes people while _______ without ________ 

deceives them. 
 
 
 
 
 

Additional Scripture References: John 1:14, 17 
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There is No Mediator – Part 1 (8-9:13) 
Job 8-10  

 
IV. Chapter 8: Bildad’s Speech  
 

1. Job’s friend, Bildad, is next to take the stage. When compared to 
Eliphaz’s surgical verbal strikes, Bildad just throws down body 
blow after body blow. He, like Eliphaz, has a works-based view of 
life and also like Eliphaz, he has some great insights about God 
with some great gaps causing him to miss the mark in expressing 
both who God is and how He works. As we travel through this 
speech, I encourage us to have a thankfulness that salvation is by 
God’s grace, through faith and not based on our works! 

  
2. Job 8:1-7: In v1-7, Bildad makes clear that he doesn’t think much 

of Job’s complaint nor his position that he has done nothing to 
deserve God’s punishment on the scale of his suffering. 

 
A. He starts out essentially calling Job a blowhard in rebuking Job 

for rebuking Eliphaz. Then he quickly moves on to a correct 
TRUTH CLAIM pointing to God’s judgment being right and true 
– yet, he missed the mark because Job’s trials were from Satan 
and not due to God’s judgment. 

 
B. In v4, he uses a verbal slap in the face about Job’s now dead 

family in his questions leading with an “if” but holding to a 
presumed answer of “of course they were killed for their 
transgressions”.  

 
C. In vs 5-7, even with his wrong reasoning, Bildad starts out great 

with His ‘seek God’, but he quickly loses his way. Specifically, 
his works-based if-then statements conclude that if Job’s works 
were right with God, he would be continually rewarded, with the 
longer his faithfulness lasted, the more he would accumulate.  

 
3. Job 8:8-10: In these verses, it seems that Bildad is taking yet 

another swipe at Job by implying he is standing on his own 

These notes are NOT a transcript. The actual sermon may include considerable differences. 
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wisdom. In context, Bildad is telling Job that he, Bildad, has it right 
and if Job would just look to their “fathers hearts” (considered the 
seat of all intellect and emotions in that day), he too would come to 
the conclusion Bildad has made.  

 
A. I was first going to note Bildad’s failure in telling Job to seek 

God’s wisdom was surprising to me. Yet, I look around at the 
number of people insisting on relying on man’s wisdom today, 
despite having the entire canon of Scripture and living on this 
side of the cross, and I realize we aren’t so different then in 
Job’s day – even with all of Scripture and other ‘advancements’. 

 
B. What’s more, while it’s possible to learn from the past, it’s also 

possible to find people and ideas that validate and justify our 
thoughts and beliefs OR people and ideas that don’t agree with 
us. Further, just because we find some or all men agreeing with 
us doesn’t make something true. In the end, I found myself 
thanking God that we have and know truth via the Bible and in 
our relationship with our triune God. 

 
4. Job 8:11-18: There is a lot of imagery being presented here and I 

want to caution us to not over spiritualize it. In essence, it seems 
that Bildad is telling Job that he disconnected himself from the very 
One that gives him life – God. More specifically, Bildad is 
indicating that Job, like other nonbelievers that may look good for 
a season, is both immature and a hypocrite. 

 
5. Job 8:19-22: While not always in a way we expect, Biblical truth 

always carries with it hope. This is because Biblical truth points us 
to the Sovereign One and Bildad is certainly doing that in these 
verses. Separated from the rest of his speech, we could say, yes-
and-amen and move on. Yet seen in their context, we see how 
little they know God…this, I think, is both an encouragement and a 
warning. 

 
A. By way of encouragement, their knowledge was small, but their 

faith seemed great in many ways and it is our faith that 
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determines our final zip code in either the lake of fire OR in 
heaven w/Jesus. 

 
B. By way of warning, and I say this without criticism, they read 

their bias into their construct of God. We, even with all of our 
resources, especially the completed canon of Scripture, and so 
much more historical evidence (including Christ’s first coming), 
see many today making a Jesus of their own construct as well. 

 
V. Chapter 9: Job’s Response 

 
1. As we approach Job’s response, please know that Job is not 

arguing righteousness in the absolute sense any more then he 
was earlier arguing that he was sinless. He is saying that in 
comparison to others (also not a smart thing to do for the only 
standard that matters is Christ Himself), his life represented a high 
bar of righteousness. For him, this carries with it the thought that 
his trials must have been for some other reason unattached to 
righteousness.  

 
Given his works-based faith view, his struggle understanding 
makes perfect sense. 

 
2. Job 9:1-13: A few things of note in these verses includes: 

 
A. First up, Job’s opening words are conciliatory, unlike Bildad’s 

great contentiousness. 
 

B. Next, while Job was not asking this question in the same sense 
that we have come to understand it, he offers one of the most 
eternally consequential questions one can ask…how can I be 
righteous before God? What we are blessed to know on this 
side of the cross (that Job didn’t know) is the only way one can 
be righteous before God is to confess and surrender their life to 
Jesus as Messiah. 

 
C. Vs 4 gets to the essence of the friends assault – they believe 

Job is stubbornly not surrendering to God. While he (and his 
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friends) do NOT know what happened in the heavenlies 
between God and Satan, Job knows he has not hardened his 
heart against God and he grasps the futility of doing so.  

 
i. Both sides seem intransient regarding their works-based 

view, but only Job understands that his trials are NOT 
connected to his sin or works. He is looking for the very 
answers that we have been blessed to get – the gracious 
gift of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
D. Then we have a series of verses wherein Job reverently 

proclaims truths about God’s character, nature, power (over all 
of creation), glory, and presence. Yet, as we know from before 
and is hinted at here, Job thought God was judging, punishing, 
or just didn’t care enough to get involved in helping him. 

 
E. One last possibly interesting note is that some have found 

strong hints of Christ in these opening verses of Job’s response 
to Bildad’s speech. You may find it peaks your interest to know 
that just as some have tried, with some success, in linking 
several of the prior verses to Jesus 1st coming, others see v13 
as pointing directly to Jesus’ final judgment. 

 
3. Closing: Truth & Grace 

 
In preparing for this sermon, I was started searching for words 
describing the relationship between truth and grace. And I found a 
powerful quote Randy Alcorn1 drew from John 1:14, 17: 

 
Truth without grace crushes people while grace without truth 
deceives them. 
 

[Prayer] 
 
  

 
1 Randy Alcorn, The Grace and Truth Paradox (2003, Multnomah/EPM) 
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5-Day Devotional 
Job 8-10 

There is No Mediator Part 1 (8-9:13) 
 
Day 1: The Foundation of Righteousness   Reading: Ro 3:21-26 
 
Devotional: Job asked the most critical question: "How can I be righteous before God?" 
His friends believed righteousness came through works, but they missed the 
transformative truth we now possess. Paul reveals that righteousness comes through 
faith in Jesus Christ alone, not through our achievements or moral scorecards. Job's 
suffering wasn't about his sin count; it was about something deeper he couldn't see.  
 
Today, we stand on the blessed side of the cross, knowing the answer Job desperately 
sought. Our righteousness is a gift, purchased by Christ's sacrifice. When trials come, 
remember: your standing before God isn't based on your performance but on His grace. 
Have you accepted this gift, or are you still trying to earn what's freely given? 
 
Day 2: Truth and Grace in Balance      Reading: Jn 1:14-18 
 
Devotional: Randy Alcorn wisely observed: "Truth without grace crushes people while 
grace without truth deceives them." Job's friends wielded truth like a hammer, crushing 
him with accurate statements about God's justice while missing the grace that 
completes the picture. Bildad spoke correct theology but applied it wrongly, causing 
harm instead of healing. Jesus embodied both truth and grace perfectly. He never 
compromised truth to make people comfortable, nor did He use truth as a weapon to 
destroy the hurting.  
 
As you interact with others today, ask yourself: Am I speaking truth lovingly? Am I 
extending grace without compromising what's right? The gospel demands both. Where 
might you be leaning too heavily on one side? 
 
Day 3: The Danger of Human Wisdom    Reading: 1 Co 1:18-25 
 
Devotional: Bildad urged Job to look to the wisdom of their fathers rather than seeking 
God directly. How often do we make the same mistake? We scroll through opinions, poll 
our friends, and search for validation rather than opening Scripture and praying. Human 
wisdom, even when accumulated over generations, remains limited and often reflects 
our biases. We construct a God who fits our understanding rather than surrendering to 
the God who reveals Himself in Scripture. Paul reminds us that God's "foolishness" 
surpasses human wisdom. The cross looked foolish to the world, yet it became our 
salvation.  
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Today, examine where you're relying on popular opinion, cultural norms, or inherited 
beliefs instead of God's Word. Are you seeking validation or transformation? 
 
Day 4: God’s Sovereignty in Suffering  Reading: Job 38:1-11; Ro 8:28-39 
 
Devotional: Job proclaimed God's power over creation while struggling to understand 
why that powerful God seemed absent in his suffering. He couldn't see the cosmic battle 
between God and Satan, the heavenly context of his earthly pain. We often face similar 
confusion when trials come. Like Job, we know God is sovereign, yet we question His 
involvement in our specific circumstances. Romans 8 bridges this gap beautifully: 
nothing separates us from God's love, and He works all things for good. "All things" 
includes the incomprehensible, the painful, the seemingly purposeless. God's 
sovereignty doesn't mean He causes every hardship, but it does mean He's present in 
every moment, working purposes we cannot yet see.  
 
What suffering are you struggling to reconcile with God's goodness today? 
 
Day 5: Faith Beyond Understanding   Reading: Heb 11:1-6, 32-40 
 
Devotional: Job and his friends had limited knowledge but exercised great faith. They 
believed without seeing the complete picture, without the full canon of Scripture, without 
knowing Christ. Hebrews 11 celebrates such faith—people who trusted God despite not 
receiving what was promised in their lifetime. This challenges our expectation-driven 
faith. We want answers, resolution, and immediate understanding. But mature faith 
trusts God's character when His purposes remain hidden. Job's story reminds us that 
faith isn't about having all the answers; it's about knowing the One who does. His 
friends' mistake wasn't their limited knowledge but their presumption to have God 
figured out. As you close this reading plan, consider: Are you trusting God's character, 
or demanding He explain Himself to your satisfaction? 
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Small Group Study Guide 
Job 8-10 

There is No Mediator Part 1 (8-9:13) 
 

Opening Prayer: Pray that the Lord would open your eyes to see and understand His 
word as you discuss the sermon.  
 
Key Takeaways: Query the group for takeaways first...you may stay with one or more 
of those. 
 

1. Truth and Grace Must Work Together - "Truth without grace crushes people 
while grace without truth deceives them." (Randy Alcorn, from John 1:14, 17) 
 

2. Works-Based Faith Falls Short - Both Job's friends and Job himself struggled 
with a works-based view of God's blessing and judgment, missing the grace that 
would later be revealed in Christ. 
 

3. Human Wisdom is Insufficient - Bildad relied on ancestral wisdom and his own 
reasoning rather than seeking God's wisdom directly. 
 

4. The Question That Matters Most - "How can I be righteous before God?" Job 
asked this unknowingly, but we know the answer: through faith in Jesus Christ 
alone. 
 

5. We Can Know God Truly - Unlike Job and his friends, we have the complete 
canon of Scripture and the revelation of Jesus Christ to guide us. 

 
Discussion Questions: Did the Holy Spirit prompt any questions with you? Start with 
those. 
 

1. Bildad claimed to speak truth about God, yet he missed the mark in 
understanding Job's situation. How can someone be theologically correct in 
some areas but still completely wrong in their application or conclusion? 
 

2. In verses 8-10, Bildad appeals to "the wisdom of the fathers" rather than directly 
to God's wisdom. Where do you see this happening today? What are some 
modern equivalents of relying on human tradition over Scripture? 
 

3. Bildad's if-then theology suggested that faithfulness always leads to material 
blessing. How does this "prosperity gospel" thinking still influence Christians 
today? What does Scripture actually teach about suffering and blessing? 
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4. Job asked, "How can I be righteous before God?" How would you answer this 
question for someone who has never heard the gospel? What makes our answer 
different from what Job's friends could offer? 
 

5. Job understood God's power and greatness (verses 4-13) but felt distant from 
God's care. Have you ever experienced knowing truths about God intellectually 
while struggling to feel His presence emotionally? How did you navigate that 
tension? 
 

6. The sermon notes that Job was not claiming sinlessness, but rather that his 
suffering was disproportionate to his failings. How do we balance acknowledging 
our sin while also recognizing that not all suffering is divine punishment? 
 

7. Reflect on the quote: "Truth without grace crushes people while grace without 
truth deceives them." Can you think of examples where you've seen truth without 
grace? Grace without truth? What does the balance look like practically? 
 

8. The sermon warns that people today, despite having complete Scripture, still 
create "a Jesus of their own construct." What are some ways Christians might be 
doing this in contemporary culture? How can we guard against it? 
 

9. Job's friends had great faith despite limited knowledge. We have complete 
Scripture but sometimes limited faith. What does this reveal about the 
relationship between knowledge and faith? How can we grow in both? 
 

Practical Applications: Query the group for applications first...you may explore one or 
more of those. 
 

1. Truth and Grace Audit: Reflect on a recent difficult conversation or situation 
where you needed to speak truth. Ask yourself: Did I lead with grace? Did I 
compromise truth for comfort? Pray for one relationship where you need to better 
balance truth and grace. 
 

2. Wisdom Source Check: Track where you turn for wisdom this week (social 
media, friends, news, Scripture, prayer). Commit to starting each day with 
Scripture before consuming other sources of "wisdom." Journal about any 
differences you notice in your perspective or peace. 
 

3. Righteous Reflection: Spend time meditating on how you became righteous 
before God (through Christ alone). Write out your testimony focusing on grace, 
not works. Share your story with one person this week who needs to hear about 
God's grace.  
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Closing Prayer Points:  
 

• Thank God that we have the complete revelation of Scripture and know Jesus as 
our mediator and righteousness. 

• Thank God that salvation is by grace, through faith and not via our works. 
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Discussion Questions 
Job 8-10 

There is No Mediator Part 1 (8-9:13) 
 

1. How do Bildad's body blow accusations compare to Eliphaz's surgical strikes, and 
what does this reveal about the different ways we can wound others with our words 
even when we believe we are speaking truth? 
 

2. Bildad correctly identifies truths about God's judgment being right and true, yet 
completely misapplies them to Job's situation. How might we today make similar 
mistakes of correct theology with wrong application? 
 

3. In what ways do we, like Bildad, rely on human wisdom and the validation of others 
rather than seeking God's wisdom directly through Scripture and prayer? 
 

4. Randy Alcorn's quote states that truth without grace crushes people while grace 
without truth deceives them. Where in your own life have you experienced or 
witnessed this imbalance, and how can we maintain both truth and grace together? 
 

5. Job asks the foundational question of how one can be righteous before God. How 
does understanding the answer to this question through Christ transform the way we 
approach suffering and trials? 
 

6. The friends believed Job was stubbornly not surrendering to God, yet Job knew his 
heart was surrendered. How can we avoid making similar false judgments about 
others who are suffering? 
 

7. Job and his friends all held a works-based view of faith, believing righteousness led 
to blessing and sin led to punishment. How does this worldview still influence 
Christian thinking today, and how does the gospel challenge it? 
 

8. Despite his immense suffering, Job still proclaims truths about God's character, 
nature, power, and glory. What does this teach us about worship and faith in the 
midst of unanswered questions? 
 

9. The sermon notes that the friends had small knowledge but great faith, which 
determined their eternal destiny. How does this encourage us when we feel our 
understanding of God is limited or incomplete? 
 

10. How might we be constructing a Jesus of our own making rather than submitting to 
who He truly is as revealed in Scripture, and what steps can we take to align our 
understanding with Biblical truth? 
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Dinner Conversation Starters 
Job 8-10 

There is No Mediator Part 1 (8-9:13) 
 
1. When Our Advice Misses the Mark 

 
Bildad said some true things about God, but applied them wrongly to Job’s situation. 
Can you think of a time when someone gave you “Bible-sounding” advice that 
actually hurt more than helped? What could Bildad have done differently to care for 
Job better? How can we be slower to assume we “know” why someone is suffering? 

 
2. Truth, Grace, and How We Talk 

 
“Truth without grace crushes people; grace without truth deceives them.” Which one 
do you personally tend to lean toward more: truth or grace? What does a “truth-only” 
conversation sound like? What about a “grace-only” one? What would it look like in 
our family to speak with both truth and grace? 

 
3. Do We Have a Works-Based View of God? 

 
Job’s friends assumed good things always mean you’ve been good and bad things 
mean you’ve been bad. Do you ever secretly think, “If I obey, God will give me what I 
want”? How is the gospel different from this works-based view? How might this 
“karma” mindset show up in how we judge other people? 

 
4. Whose Wisdom Are We Trusting? 

 
Bildad trusted the “fathers’ wisdom,” but missed what God was really doing. Where 
are people most likely to look for wisdom today (internet, friends, experts, etc.)? How 
can we tell the difference between human wisdom and God’s wisdom? What is one 
practical way our family could make Scripture more central in our decisions? 

 
5. The Big Question: How Can We Be Righteous Before God? 

 
Job asked, “How can a man be righteous before God?” How would you answer that 
question in your own words? Why is “being a good person” not enough, according to 
the Bible? What difference does it make, day-to-day, that Jesus is our mediator and 
not our works? 
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Family Conversation Guide for Children & Early Teens 
Job 8-10 

There is No Mediator Part 1 (8-9:13) 
 

AGES 5-7: SIMPLIFYING THE MESSAGE APPLICATION POINTS 
 

1. Speak with Kind Truth, Not Hurtful Truth: Teach kids that it’s good to tell the truth, it 
in a kind way that honors God, not like Bildad, who was harsh with Job  
 
Discussion Questions:  
 
(a) If your friend’s drawing looks messy, what are some kind words you could say? 
(b) How would you feel if someone laughed at your drawing? 
(c) What do you think Jesus would want you to say? 

 
2. God Loves You Even When Things Go Wrong: Help kids understand that bad days 

don’t mean “God is mad at you.” Job’s suffering wasn’t because he was “the worst.” 
 
Discussion Questions:  
 
(a) When you have a bad day, does that mean God stopped loving you? 
(b) What are some good things about God that never change, even on bad days? 
(c) Can we pray together and thank God that He loves us no matter what 

happens? 
 

3. Listen to God More Than to Friends or Screens: Teach that shows, games, and 
friends are fun, but God’s words in the Bible are always the safest, truest guide. 
 
Discussion Questions:  
 
(a) Is “our heart” always right, or can it be wrong sometimes? 
(b) Who always tells the truth—God or TV? 
(c) When you’re not sure what to do, who should we ask first: a show, a friend, or 

God? 
 

AGES 8-12: BUILDING UNDERSTANDING APPLICATION POINTS 
 

1. Don’t Assume You Know Why Someone Is Hurting: Like Bildad, kids can quickly 
assume: “They did something bad, so they’re being punished.” Help them resist 
judging others’ pain. 
 
Discussion Questions:  
 
(a) What are some wrong guesses we might make about why someone is sad? 
(b) Instead of judging, what could you kindly say or do for that person? 
(c) How did Job’s friends’ wrong assumptions make his pain worse? 
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2. Truth + Grace in Group Chats and Comments: Teach that in digital spaces (texts, 

group chats, gaming chats), truth needs to be wrapped in grace, or it can “crush” 
people. 
 
Discussion Questions:  
 
(a) What would “truth without grace” look like in that chat? 
(b) What would “grace without truth” look like? 
(c) What could you say or do that shows both truth and grace? (For example: “Hey, 

let’s not be mean. That could really hurt their feelings.”) 
 

3. Don’t Turn God into “Good Behavior Machine = Good Life”: Challenge a “works-
based” mindset: “If I behave, God must give me what I want.” Teach that we obey out 
of love, not to control God. 
 
Discussion Questions:  
 
(a) Do you ever think, “If I do everything right, God owes me a win”? 
(b) What do Job’s story and the cross show us about good people still suffering? 
(c) Why do we obey God if it doesn’t always lead to things going our way? 

 
AGES 11-15: DEEPENING THE CONNECTION APPLICATION POINTS 
 

1. Question the “Karma Gospel” in Friend Groups and Online: Help teens see and 
reject the idea that “good people always get good and bad people always get bad”—a 
modern version of Job’s friends’ theology. 
 
Discussion Questions:  
 
(a) How is that message similar to what Job’s friends believed? 
(b) What problems do you see with that view when you think about people who 

suffer unfairly? 
(c) How is the gospel different from “be good and life/god/universe will pay you 

back”? 
 

2. Truth and Grace in Conflict: DMs, Posts, and Group Dynamics: Teens need to 
learn how to call out wrong without becoming like Bildad—harsh, assuming, and 
unkind. 
 
Discussion Questions:  
 
(a) If you confronted them publicly, what might that feel like to them? 
(b) What could a “truth + grace” response look like in a private message? 
(c) How do you decide whether to say something, when to stay silent, or when to 

walk away from a group or platform? 
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3. Whose Voice Shapes You Most—God’s or the Crowd’s?: Bildad trusted “the fathers’ 
wisdom” (tradition) more than seeking God’s heart. Teens are surrounded by loud 
voices: friends, trends, algorithms. 
Discussion Questions:  
 
(a) When most people around you believe something, how hard is it to disagree? 
(b) What are some topics where you feel torn between what friends/online say and 

what the Bible says? 
(c) Practically, what would it look like this week to let God’s Word be the main 

voice—time in Scripture, limiting some content, or discussing hard topics 
together? 

 
Tips for Parents 
 

• Be patient and listen:  Give your child time to think and respond. 
• Relate to everyday life: Use real-life examples and stories familiar to your child to 

make abstract concepts more tangible. 
• Encourage questions: Let your son or daughter know it’s okay to ask questions, even if 

things don’t make sense right away. 
• Share personal insights: Tell a personal story about a time you experienced these 

themes, adapting as needed for age appropriateness. 
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Family Conversation Guide for Gen Z 
Job 8-10 

There is No Mediator Part 1 (8-9:13) 
 
1. Don’t Be Like Bildad Online: Truth Without Grace 

 
Bible Reference: Ephesians 4:15 – “Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to 
grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ…” 
 
Application: Job’s friend Bildad said some true things about God but used them in a 
harsh, wounding way. In digital spaces (comments, DMs, group chats), you’re called 
to offer truth that’s covered in love, not “Bible bullets” that crush people. 
 
Scenario: A friend posts something you know is wrong (mocking someone, crude 
joke, or bragging about sin). Some Christians leave aggressive comments calling 
them out publicly. Others say nothing because they “don’t want drama.” 
 
Discussion: How could you confront what’s wrong in a way that is honest but still 
communicates, “I care about you,” not “I’m above you”—and what might that 
practically look like in a DM or conversation? 

 
2. Reject Job’s Friends’ Theology: No “Christian Karma” 

 
Bible References: Job 8:6–7 – (Bildad’s logic) “If you are pure and upright, surely 
then he will rouse himself for you…” Luke 13:4–5 – Jesus rejects the idea that 
tragedy always means extra guilt. 
 
Application: Job’s friends believed: “If you’re good, life goes well; if you’re suffering, 
you must deserve it.” That “Christian karma” still shows up when we assume 
someone’s pain is always their fault—or that our own suffering means God is against 
us. 
 
Scenario: Someone in your youth group gets exposed for a sin, or their life falls 
apart (parents’ divorce, anxiety, addiction). People whisper, “Well, you kinda reap 
what you sow.” 
 
Discussion: When you see someone suffering, how can you resist the urge to 
explain or judge it—and instead reflect Christ by showing compassion without 
needing to “figure out” what they did wrong? 

 
3. Whose Wisdom Are You Actually Living By? 

Bible References: Job 8:8–10 – Bildad leans on “the former generations” for wisdom. 
James 3:15–17 – Earthly wisdom vs. wisdom from above. 
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Application: Bildad trusted tradition and the “fathers” more than seeking God’s heart. 
Today, Gen Z is discipled more by TikTok, group chats, and influencers than by 
Scripture if they’re not intentional. The question isn’t “Do you know the Bible?” but 
“Whose wisdom sets your default reactions?” 
 
Scenario: Your feed is full of “live your truth,” “follow your heart,” and “if it makes you 
happy, do it,” and these messages feel more emotionally comforting than biblical 
calls to repentance or obedience. 
 
Discussion: If someone could see your screen time, your “For You” page, and your 
recent decisions, whose wisdom would it look like you actually trust more—Jesus’ or 
the algorithm’s—and what’s one concrete shift you could make this week to realign 
that? 

 
4. Comfort People Before You Correct Them 

 
Bible References: Job 16:2–5 – Job says his friends are “miserable comforters” and 
explains he would have tried to strengthen and comfort them. 2 Corinthians 1:3–4 – 
God comforts us so we can comfort others. 
 
Application: Job’s friends rushed to fix his theology instead of first sharing his pain. 
In group settings and friendships, people often need presence and empathy before 
they need explanations. 
 
Scenario: A friend shares in small group that they’re depressed, anxious, or feel like 
God is far away. Someone quickly says, “You just need to pray more and trust God,” 
and moves on. 
 
Discussion: When someone opens up about deep pain, what would it look like to 
respond like Jesus—slow to speak, quick to listen, willing to sit in their pain—before 
offering any advice or Scripture? 

 
These points aim to empower Gen Z to live out their faith genuinely and 
courageously in various aspects of their daily lives, reflecting Biblical integrity, 
compassion, and steadfastness. 
 
  


