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Right Where Jesus Wants Them 
Matthew 27:1-31 

 
I. Introduction 

 
1. Beginning all the way back in Genesis, we read of man’s 

separation from God, His giving of the sacrificial system, and 
prophecy after prophesy of the coming Messiah that would restore 
the fulness of their relationship with God. In Genesis 22, we read 
of Abraham’s choice to obey God in sacrificing his son Isaac only 
to have a lamb provided as a substitutionary sacrifice. In Exodus 
12, we see the Lamb of God prefigured in the covering God gave 
His chosen people when they placed the blood of lambs over their 
doors with the miracle referred to and celebrated to this day which 
we call Passover. 

 
2. God’s heart was and is clear. His plan for restoration was and is 

impossible by man’s standards. Impossible to line up all the things 
that must happen over all the years and people 
groups….impossible that God would become man…impossible 
that the God of the universe would take on human suffering which 
we can, in some sense relate to AND that He would take on Godly 
suffering (which, frankly, is well beyond our ability to conceive). 

 
3. This is NOT just a story. It is the story of Jesus willingly stepping 

into the fabric of time to be the Lamb of God…to be abused, 
tortured, slandered, rejected, hated, and mercilessly killed by His 
chosen people…to bear the wrath of the Father for our sins. 

 
In short, Jew and Gentile were right where Jesus wanted them. 

 
II. Matthew 27:1-2: The Die is Cast 

 
1. Like Peter and the other disciples, is seems clear that Judas and 

these religious leaders wanted and even expected a Messiah. We 
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can even say many (maybe even most) of these people believed 
in the God of the OT.  

 
Judas and the religious leaders failings began not with a false 
conviction, but with a determination to make God into someone 
that fit nicely with their expectations. They, perhaps like some of 
us, did NOT want a Messiah that rightly commanded authority over 
their hearts, minds, and souls. And they had the necessary levers 
of power and influence to get their way…of course we know they 
were able to pull off their plot, not because of their virtue, vision, or 
power, but because it fit perfectly into God’s plan. 

 
2. While the Romans religious background was vastly different than 

the Jews, they certainly believed in the super natural as we note 
with their pantheon of gods. We also know that so long as the 
Roman governing priorities of NO social unrest and LOTS of taxes 
were being met, they let their conquered people groups worship 
who they may.  

 
3. Since they viewed themselves as pragmatist and with Jesus’ 

words, signs, and miracles not posing any particular threat to the 
general social, political, and economic order, beyond a general 
disdain they had for the Jews, they were sort of laze faire. But 
God! 

 
He had masterfully orchestrated events and people to this specific 
point in time when Jesus would be the Passover Lamb, bringing 
restoration to His chosen people and beyond.  

 
III. Matthew 27:3-10: The Depth of Hypocrisy Knows No Bounds 
 

1. There is much we don’t know about Judas. We don’t “know” his 
motivations, his family, or his background; and while there is some 
suggestion he may have come from Kerioth (a city in Palestine), 
we don’t actually “know” for sure. While it seems he did, we don’t 
know whether he ever believed Jesus was Messiah.  
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2. We do know he lived with and heard 3-years of Jesus’ teachings 
along with witnessing countless signs and miracles. We know that 
he was a traitor, treasurer, and thief. We know he felt remorse and 
that he committed suicide. We know Jesus said of this traitor that it 
would have been better if he had never been born. We know that 
his name has gone down in infamy for all the wrong reasons one 
would want to be known. We know he was part of God’s 
masterplan of restoration for Zechariah 11:12-14 spoke of Jesus 
being betrayed for 30 pieces of silver and Psalm 41:9 prophesied 
that Jesus would share bread with his betrayer.  

 
A. Some say it was Judas’ greed that led to his traitorous 

behavior. Some say he became disenfranchised with Jesus 
insistence that He must die rather than throwing off the 
bondage of Rome – a popular thought believed by many at the 
time. Still others make yet other suppositions, but the reality is 
we don’t know what fueled his thoughts and actions. 

 
3. What we do know is enough to bring thanks, praise, worship, and 

warnings into our lives. Thanks, praise, and worship because 
Jesus is indeed sovereign and not Judas, not the religious leaders 
of the Jews, nor Rome, or anyone else…Satan included. Thanks, 
praise, and worship because Jesus willingly went to the cross of 
Calvary that we may be restored in relationship with Him. 

 
A. We also have a clear warning that even those that were 

washed with the word directly from Jesus…even those well 
acquainted with the supernatural signs and miracles of 
Christ…even those claiming to follow Jesus…even they may 
perish. There are some that may hear this, say yes and then 
conclude they can never be sure of their own salvation. That is 
decidedly not the lesson that is found in Judas. Peter 
addressed this in 2 Peter 1:10-11:  

 
 
 
 
 

Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election 
sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble; 11 for so an 
entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.    - 2 Peter 1:10–11 
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So, we can know that we are NOT to take our position in Christ 
lightly. We can know that we are as Paul says in 2 Corinthians 
13:5 and as we read in Lamentations 3:40 to examine or test 
ourselves. James 1:23-25 says we can look at our works and 
know if they were done unto ourselves or Christ. Jesus says we 
will be known as His by our love for one another. And there are 
many other verses offering assurance of our salvation. 

 
4. From Judas we can also know that remorse is NOT repentance. 

Verse 4 states clearly that Judas knew he sinned, yet he was not 
as Peter was, crushed by the reality of his sin against Jesus. For 
you see, Judas’ remorse did not lead him back to Jesus, but 
further away. Remorse led him to a man solution for what was a 
spiritual problem…Judas wanted the religious leaders to stop what 
he had launched with a kiss. Remorse acknowledges a wrong 
often leading to self-condemnation, despair, fear, depression, and 
as we saw with Judas, even hopelessness and suicide.  

 
A. What repentance brings is a deep longing for forgiveness and 

the reality that hope lives on in the person of Jesus Christ. 
Repentance brings us to hate sin and to NOT be in bondage to 
our darkened hearts. Repentance brings us into relationship 
with our Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer – the Lamb of God. 

  
So there is a great deal of difference between remorse or regret 
and repentance…it is the difference between death and life. 

 
5. There is one more thing I think we can learn from Judas AND his 

relationship with the religious leaders. Evil is a slippery slope. Evil 
has no friends. Evil is an expression of the fulness of pride. It 
shares no community for it will throw a child of Satan down as 
quickly as a child of God if that suits evils selfish purposes best. 
Evil offers no conviction and no redemption for it is the wild west of 
anything goes so long as it delivers the desired result. We see that 
evil consumes while repentance brings God’s goodness and love 
which builds. Finally, we see that evil brings spiritual blindness as 
the very people charged with the spiritual health of the people of 
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Israel threw Judas under the bus without a passing thought. Judas 
confesses the betrayal of innocent blood and the leaders say 
“What do we care? That is your problem!” (NLT) 

 
6. In one sense, we don’t need to read more about the hypocrisy of 

the religious leaders as Jesus spent a great deal of time 
cataloguing his disgust for their hypocrisy in Matthew 23. Yet, their 
hypocrisy here reveals its boundless energy for evil and its very 
great threat to the souls of mankind. People can convince 
themselves of almost anything given the right circumstances and 
pressures. 

 
Confronted with Judas’ confession of sin in the dwelling place of 
God Himself, these pious men schemed a way to use the money 
to buy a field where strangers could be buried. Oh, the outward 
expression seemed righteous enough, but they could not have the 
blood money of an innocent man in the temple. Instead, they 
attributed the field to Judas and this acted as a salve on their evil 
hearts. What fools they were in “justifying” their sin with more sin, 
but this is what hypocrisy does – it blinds one to righteousness.  

 
IV. Matthew 27:11-31: Rome on Trial 
 

1. As we enter into this passage, I note that Matthew chose to ignore 
Pilates attempt to shift the decision over to Herod. Sensing the 
danger to his rule and warned by his wife to stay clear, Pilate was 
walking a tight-rope trying to do what was right while not triggering 
an event sure to get back to his masters in Rome. For those 
interested in this brief interlude, it is covered in Luke 23. 

 
2. Now, Rome held the ultimate card that the Sanhedrin wanted 

played. Technically speaking only the Romans could carry out 
capital punishment. And while we read of other cases where the 
Jews did indeed stone others to death (e.g., Stephen in Acts 
7:54-60), those were not the norm, especially those with a high 
profile as Jesus had become.  
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As has been the case with Matthew, he does not attempt to relay 
all the happenings of particular events, but those happenings that 
best fit his target audience and theme. For those interested in 
more detail, I encourage you to read and look at our past 
teachings of the other Gospel’s accounts of what we are covering 
here today – especially John’s account in chapter 18 of his 
namesake book. 

 
3. From John, we see that Pilate initially followed the standard 

protocols for a Roman trial – with his judgment being “I find no 
fault in Him at all.” Back in Matthews account, we note that Pilate 
concluded that if Jesus was guilty, it was certainly not of 
something that warranted incarceration, much less crucifixion. In 
verse 18, we note that Pilate saw through their thinly veiled 
charges and correctly judged the Jewish leaders of envy. 

 
4. In Matthews account of the Roman governors first interaction 

Matthew distills the entire trial down to a few short sentences we 
find in verses 11-14 here in Matthew 27.  

 
A. From John 18:29-30, we know the religious leaders were 

surprised when Pilate asked them for charges giving a hint that 
they possibly thought things had been worked out with Pilate 
before their arrival.  From Luke 23:2, we know the leaders 
came up with charges including subversion, opposing tax 
payments, and claims of being a king. It was only this last one 
that Pilate and Matthew alike, focused upon. 

 
B. To Pilate, Jesus answered, but to the religious leaders He was 

quiet. You see, Jesus was done with the Sanhedrin and their 
supporters…He had nothing left to say to them or about them. 
Everything had been settled with the Father a few short hours 
prior in the Garden of Gethsemane. Their hearts were 
hardened and so He left them to the consequences of their own 
unrighteousness – they had missed the time of the visitation of 
their Lord and Savior. 
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C. Pilate was no stranger to courtroom proceedings and would not 
have been easily impressed or moved.  

 
i. Yet, Jesus’ lack of self-defense was so unusual that 

Matthew reports the Governor as being amazed, 
surprised, or even admiring. You see Jesus was different 
than anyone Pilate had ever encountered, much less 
encountered in this life-and-death setting. He was filled 
with calm and exuded an unmistakable assurance of 
knowing how all this was going to unfold. 

 
ii. As previously noted, Luke tells us that Pilate rightly found 

no fault in Christ. In John 19:12 we read of the enormous 
political pressure the Sanhedrin brought to bear on Pilate. 
You see Pilate had been Governor for about seven years. 
During this time, he had made few friends and many 
enemies within the Jews. They knew his hot buttons, 
fears, and priorities. They knew he was on a short leash 
from Rome as the Jews complaints had reached Caesars 
ears. 

 
iii. So, the uproar led Pilate to insert several unusual trial 

steps in an effort to satisfy the building mob of Jews being 
egged on by their religious leaders while still preserving 
Jesus life. Put simply, Pilate was on the ropes and the 
leaders could smell blood so they pushed harder still.   

 
5. It is to one of these four unusual steps that Matthew turns here in 

27:14-23. Barabbas was a bad man – Luke reported he was an 
insurrectionist and murder. Pointing to tradition, thinking they 
would never choose the course criminal Barabbas over Jesus, 
Pilate told them to choose which one would live and which one 
would die. 

 
There are two great lessons this teaches us… 

 
A. The sovereign God of the universe knew what the choice would 

be…the death of the Son of God. And yet it was His choice to 
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be there, suffering the rejection of His own people that He could 
offer them salvation; and 

 
B. Human judges called Barabbas a criminal. Our heavenly judge 

called him a sinner…exactly the kind of person He came for. 
Jesus was choosing death so that every Barabbas AND every 
person rejecting Christ in calling for His crucifixion – that is, 
every sinner, could receive the gift of eternal life. 

 
For those hearing my words and thinking 1) salvation can’t be that 
easy or 2) surely they don’t know the depth of my sins, or 3) that 
must be for someone other than me, or, or, or…ALL of those 
responses are the schemes of Satan keeping you from loving and 
living with your Lord and Savior. Yes, Jesus knows every part of 
you and He is extending His arms in invitation that you may know 
the Gospel is for you! 

 
In 2 Corinthians 5:21, we read Jesus was born to die for our sins.  

 
 
 

The author of Hebrews goes further in Hebrews 12:1-2:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Here we see this is not just that Jesus did something for us, but 
that He transforms us from the inside out and uses us to testify of 
Himself.  

 
6. As we finish out our passage today with verses 24-31, we see 

both Jew and Gentile rejected Jesus. Men and women that should 
have known…men and women that had heard about, witnessed, 
and maybe even experienced His power in teaching, miracles, and 
signs…men and women living in the flesh, having no idea who 

For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might 
become the righteousness of God in Him.   - 2 Corinthians 5:21 

Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily 
ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 
2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy 
that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and 
has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. - Hebrews 12:1–2 
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Jesus was. They called for His execution, they tore his body by 
scourging Him, they mocked, spit upon, and otherwise demeaned 
Him.  

 
A. Just like you and I, every one of them was guilty of sin; 
B. Just like you and I, every one of them desperately needed 

Jesus; and 
C. Just like you and I, every one of them had the opportunity to 

come into relationship with him.  
 

What sorrow the Lord experienced…what sorrow we have as we 
watch those we care about give their version of crucify Him. 

 
V. Closing 

 
1. Let’s close today by taking a look at John’s account of these 

events. Specifically, let’s look at Jesus response to Pilate and any 
that would ask in John 18:37: 

 
 
 
 
 

2. You see, Pilate had two questions for Jesus. These are the same 
questions we are all confronted with. What is truth and just who is 
Jesus?  
 
A. Your answers and the answers of your friends, families, and 

other’s that God puts in your path are a matter of life and death. 
 
B. So, what say you? “Crucify Him” OR “I am yours”! 

 
  

“You say rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was born, and for this 
cause I have come into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth. 
Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.”    - John 18:37 
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Matthew 27:1-31 
Right Where Jesus Wants Them 

 
I. Introduction:  
 
 

Additional Scripture References: Ge 22; Ex 12.  
 

II. Matthew 27:1-2: The Die is Cast 
 
 
 

III. Matthew 27:3-10: The Depth of Hypocrisy Knows No Bounds 
• Considering the assurance of salvation in light of Judas. 
• List the praises and warning presented in these verses. 
• Differences between remorse/regret and repentance. 
• List the several lessons about evil that were presented. 

 
 
 

Additional Scripture References: Zec 11:12-14; Ps 41:9; 2 Pe 1:10-11; S Co 13:5; 
Lam 3:40; James 1:23-25; Mt 23 

 
IV. Matthew 27:11-31: Rome on Trial 

• As you consider these verses, consider why we can rightly say it was really 
Rome on trial and not Jesus. 

• Note the peace of God in the midst of the trial…the very peace He offers us. 
• Even knowing we were broken Jesus is running to the cross to purchase our 

souls that He may be given the glory in bring us to victory in and through Him. 
 
 
 
 

Additional Scripture References: Luke 23; Acts 7:54-60; Jn 18:29-30; Lk 23:2; Jn 
19:12; 2 Co 5:21; He 12:1-2 

 
V. Closing 

• What is truth and just who is Jesus? 
 
 
 

Additional Scripture References: Jn 18:37  

For Notetakers 
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5-Day Devotional 
Matthew 27:1-31 

Right Where Jesus Wants Them 
 
 
Day 1: The Lamb of God     Reading: Gen 22:1-14, John 1:29-34 
 
Devotional: God's plan for our salvation has been in motion since the beginning. Just 
as Abraham was willing to sacrifice his son Isaac, God the Father was willing to 
sacrifice His only Son for us. When John the Baptist declared Jesus as "the Lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of the world," he was connecting Jesus to this long history 
of sacrificial love.  
 
Today, reflect on the depth of God's love for you. How does knowing you are so 
cherished by your Creator change your perspective on your daily life and challenges? 
 
Day 2: From Remorse to Repentance   Reading: Mt 27:1-10, 2 Cor. 7:8-11 
 
Devotional: Judas felt remorse for his actions, but it led him to despair rather than 
repentance. True repentance leads us back to God, not away from Him. It's not just 
feeling bad about our sins, but turning away from them and towards God's grace. 
Consider areas in your life where you might be stuck in remorse rather than moving 
towards repentance.  
 
How can you take a step towards God today, trusting in His forgiveness and 
transforming power? 
 
Day 3: Standing Firm in Faith    Reading: Mt 27:11-26, 1 Pet 5:8-10 
 
Devotional: In the face of false accusations and a hostile crowd, Jesus remained calm 
and steadfast. His unwavering faith in the Father's plan gave Him strength in His 
darkest hour. We too face trials and temptations that test our faith.  
 
How can you cultivate the kind of inner peace and trust that Jesus demonstrated? 
Remember, God promises to restore and strengthen us after we have suffered a little 
while. What current struggle can you entrust to God today? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

12 

Day 4: The Paradox of the Cross  Reading: Mt 27:27-44, Phi 2:5-11 
 
Devotional: The mocking and abuse Jesus endured on the cross reveal the depths of 
human cruelty, but also the heights of divine love. In His suffering, Jesus demonstrated 
the servant heart that Paul describes in Philippians. He humbled Himself to the point of 
death for our sake.  
 
How does this paradox of power through weakness challenge your understanding of 
strength and leadership? In what ways can you emulate Christ's servant heart in your 
relationships and responsibilities today? 
 
Day 5: Hope in the Darkest Hour  Reading: Mt 27:45-56, Rom 8:18-39 
 
Devotional: Even in the moment when Jesus cried out "My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?", God was present and working out His plan of salvation. Sometimes 
we may feel abandoned or hopeless, but God is always with us, even in our darkest 
hours. Paul reminds us that nothing can separate us from God's love. 
 
Reflect on a time when you felt God's presence in the midst of suffering. How can you 
hold onto hope in your current challenges, trusting that God is working all things for 
good?  
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Small Group Study Guide 
Matthew 27:1-31 

Right Where Jesus Wants Them 
 
Opening Prayer: Pray that the Lord would guide your conversation and open your eyes 
to what He wants you to learn.  
 
Opening Question: What stood out to your most from the sermon and why?  
 
Key Takeaways: Query the group for takeaways first...you may stay with one or more 
of those. 
 

1. God's plan for restoration through Jesus was impossible by human standards but 
perfectly orchestrated by Him 
 

2. Even those close to Jesus can fall away if they try to make God fit their 
expectations rather than submitting to His authority. 
 

3. Remorse is not the same as repentance. True repentance leads us back to 
Jesus. 
 

4. Evil has no loyalty and leads to spiritual blindness. 
 

5. Jesus chose to die so that every sinner could receive the gift of eternal life. 
 
 
Discussion Questions: Did the Holy Spirit prompt any questions with you? Start with 
those. 
 

1. How does understanding God's orchestration of events throughout history to 
bring about salvation impact your faith? 
 

2. The sermon mentions Judas and the religious leaders wanting a Messiah that fit 
their expectations. In what ways might we be guilty of trying to shape God to fit 
our desires rather than submitting to His will? 
 

3. What's the difference between remorse and repentance? How can we cultivate 
true repentance in our lives? 
 

4. The sermon states, "Evil is a slippery slope." How have you seen this play out in 
your own life or in the world around you? 
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5. Reflect on the statement: "Jesus was choosing death so that every Barabbas 
AND every person rejecting Christ in calling for His crucifixion – that is, every 
sinner, could receive the gift of eternal life." How does this shape your 
understanding of God's love and grace? 
 

6. The sermon ends with two critical questions: "What is truth?" and "Who is 
Jesus?" How would you answer these questions, and why are they so important? 

 
 
Practical Applications: Query the group for applications first...you may explore one or 
more of those. 
 

1. This week, spend time reflecting on areas where you might be trying to shape 
God to fit your expectations. Pray for a heart that's open to His will, even when it 
doesn't align with your desires. 

 
2. Practice true repentance. Identify an area of sin in your life, confess it to God, 

and make a plan to turn away from it and towards Christ. 
 

3. Look for opportunities to share the truth about Jesus with someone this week, 
remembering that His sacrifice was for all sinners. 
 

4. Examine your life for any "slippery slopes" that might be leading you away from 
God. Take steps to address these areas with the help of the Holy Spirit and 
trusted Christian friends. 

 
Closing Prayer: Lord Jesus, thank you for willingly going to the cross for our sins. Help 
us to truly understand the depth of your love and sacrifice. Give us hearts of true 
repentance and the courage to submit fully to your will. May we be living testimonies of 
your transforming power in our lives. Amen. 
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Discussion Questions 
Matthew 27:1-31 

Right Where Jesus Wants Them 
 

1. How does the story of Abraham and Isaac prefigure Christ's sacrifice, and what 
does this reveal about God's plan for redemption throughout history? 
 

2. In what ways might we, like Judas and the religious leaders, try to make God fit 
our own expectations rather than submitting to His authority? 
 

3. How can we distinguish between genuine repentance and mere remorse in our 
own lives, and why is this distinction crucial for our spiritual growth? 
 

4. What can we learn from Pilate's actions about the dangers of compromising our 
convictions in the face of social or political pressure? 
 

5. How does the choice between Jesus and Barabbas illustrate the human 
condition and our need for salvation? 
 

6. In what ways do we see the 'boundless energy of evil' and hypocrisy in our world 
today, and how can we guard against it in our own lives? 
 

7. How does Jesus' calm demeanor during His trial challenge our own responses to 
unjust treatment or false accusations? 
 

8. What does it mean for us personally that Jesus chose to die for 'every Barabbas' 
- including those who rejected and mocked Him? 
 

9. How can we apply the concept of Jesus being 'born to die for our sins' to our 
understanding of God's love and our own purpose in life? 
 

10. In what ways are we still confronted with the questions 'What is truth?' and 'Who 
is Jesus?', and how do our answers shape our lives? 
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Dinner Conversation Starters 
Matthew 27:1-31 

Right Where Jesus Wants Them 
 

1. Discussion on Expectation Vs. Reality  
 

How do we sometimes try to shape God into someone who fits our expectations, 
similar to how Judas and the religious leaders wanted a Messiah who aligned 
with their desires? Can you think of times when your expectations did not align 
with God's plans, and how did you handle it? 
 

2. Remorse Vs. Repentance  
 

The sermon talks about the difference between remorse and repentance. Can 
you share a time when you felt remorse and another time when you experienced 
true repentance? How did each of those experiences impact your relationship 
with God and others? 
 

3. Facing the Truth 
 

Pilate asked Jesus, "What is truth?" How do you define truth in your life, and why 
is it important to you? How do you think seeking truth can change the way we live 
our lives or approach difficult decisions? 

 
4. The Role of Evil  

 
The sermon's portrayal of evil as a slippery slope and how it blinds people is 
intriguing. How do you see evil or negative influences impacting people today? 
What are some ways we can guard ourselves against the deceit and blindness 
that evil can bring? 
 

5. Salvation as a Gift  
 

The sermon emphasizes that Jesus' choice to die was to offer salvation to 
sinners, including those who rejected Him. What does this mean to you 
personally? How do you feel knowing that salvation is a gift that you don’t have to 
earn, and how does this gift shape your daily actions and thoughts? 
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Family Conversation Guide for Children & Early Teens 
Matthew 27:1-31 

Right Where Jesus Wants Them 
 
AGES 5-7: SIMPLIFYING THE MESSAGE APPLICATION POINTS 
 

1. Understanding Truth: Jesus spoke the truth even when it was hard. Encourage kids 
to tell the truth, even in situations where it might be difficult. 

 
Discussion Question: Can you think of a time when you told the truth, even though it 
was hard? How did it make you feel afterward? 
 

2. Saying Sorry: Talk about the difference between saying sorry because you have to 
(remorse) and saying sorry because you really mean it (repentance). 
 
Discussion Question: Why is it important to say sorry when we do something wrong? 
How can we make sure we really mean it? 

 
3. Choosing Kindness: Emphasize showing kindness, like how Jesus treated others 

with love, even when people weren't nice to Him. 
 

Discussion Question: How can we be kind to our friends, even if they do or say 
something that makes us upset? 

 
AGES 8-12: BUILDING UNDERSTANDING APPLICATION POINTS 
 

1. Navigating Peer Pressure: Discuss the importance of making choices that align with 
God's truth, even if friends are pressuring you to do otherwise. 
 
Discussion Question: What would you do if your friends wanted you to do something 
you knew was wrong? How can knowing God's Word help you in those moments? 

 
2. Seeking Forgiveness: Explain the difference between feeling bad about something 

(remorse) and truly wanting to change (repentance) and encourage them to seek 
forgiveness and make amends. 
 
Discussion Question: Can you share a time when you had to apologize sincerely and 
how it helped improve your relationship with someone? 

 
3. Combating Digital Negativity: Address how to handle negative or hurtful comments 

online by using Jesus as an example of how to respond with grace and truth. 
 
Discussion Question: How should we respond to mean comments or negative posts 
online? What might Jesus say or do in these situations? 
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AGES 11-15: DEEPENING THE CONNECTION APPLICATION POINTS 
 

1. Authenticity vs. Hypocrisy: Encourage teens to reflect on the importance of being 
genuine in their faith and relationships, avoiding hypocrisy like the religious leaders in 
the sermon. 
 
Discussion Question: How can we ensure that our actions match our words, especially 
when it comes to living out our faith? 
 

2. Influence on Social Media: Discuss the need to be authentic on social media, using 
their platform to influence others for Jesus.  

 
Discussion Question: How does peer pressure online differ from face-to-face 
interactions, and what strategies can help us stay true to our faith in Jesus in digital 
spaces? 
 

3. Understanding Forgiveness: Explore the concept of forgiveness for ourselves and 
others, using Jesus' sacrifice as a model for unconditional love and forgiveness. 

 
Discussion Question: How do you personally understand and practice forgiveness? 
How does knowing that Jesus forgave those who wronged Him (including you) 
influence your view on forgiving others?  
 

Tips for Parents 
 

• Be patient and listen:  Give your child time to think and respond. 
• Relate to everyday life: Use real-life examples and stories familiar to your child to 

make abstract concepts more tangible. 
• Encourage questions: Let your son or daughter know it’s okay to ask questions, even if 

things don’t make sense right away. 
• Share personal insights: Tell a personal story about a time you experienced these 

themes, adapting as needed for age appropriateness. 
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Family Conversation Guide for GenZ 
Matthew 27:1-31 

Right Where Jesus Wants Them 
 

1. Authenticity in Group Settings  
 

Principle: Like Jesus, who remained true to His mission despite external 
pressures, we should strive for authenticity in our faith and actions as we follow 
Him. 
 
Application: In group settings, whether in school or social activities, reflect on 
how you can stay true to your faith in Jesus even when others might not share it. 
Consider how honesty and integrity can positively influence the group. 
 
Related Bible Verse: "Do not be conformed to this world but be transformed by 
the renewal of your mind..." (Romans 12:2). 
 
Scenario Discussion: When everyone in your group wants to spread gossip 
about a classmate, how can you respond in a way that aligns with your values? 
 

2. Navigating Relationships with Grace  
 

Principle: Jesus demonstrated love and forgiveness, even towards those who 
wronged Him. Embrace these attributes in your relationships. 
 
Application: In personal relationships, strive to practice forgiveness and 
understanding, using moments of conflict as opportunities for growth and deeper 
connection. 
 
Related Bible Verse: "Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, as God in Christ forgave you" (Ephesians 4:32). 
 
Scenario Discussion: How can you gracefully handle a situation where you've 
been hurt by a friend's words or actions? 
 

3. Discernment in Digital Spaces 
 

Principle: Just as Jesus faced false accusations and stayed composed, in digital 
interactions, practice discernment and maintain calmness. 
 
Application: Use discernment to identify truth versus falsehood online, being 
mindful of what you post or share, ensuring it reflects your beliefs and moral 
standards. 
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Related Bible Verse: "Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 
whatever is just, whatever is pure... think about these things" (Philippians 4:8). 
 
Scenario Discussion: What steps can you take to evaluate whether a piece of 
news or a viral trend aligns with your values before sharing it on social media? 
 

4. Managing Peer Pressure  
 

Principle: Just as Jesus stayed true to His purpose despite opposition, cultivate 
the confidence to resist peer pressure. 
 
Application: When faced with peer pressure, especially in making choices that 
don't align with your faith values, remember your identity in Christ and the 
strength that comes from it. 
 
Related Bible Verse: "I can do all things through him who strengthens me" 
(Philippians 4:13). 
 
Scenario Discussion: How can you confidently explain your stance on a popular 
yet morally questionable activity to your peers without feeling the need to 
compromise? 

 
 
These points aim to empower Gen Z to live out their faith genuinely and courageously in 
various aspects of their daily lives, reflecting Biblical integrity, compassion, and 
steadfastness. 
 
 
  


