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Subject: Sermon Recap: Great Danger in Self-Righteousness — Job 20:1-29 
 
Dear Church Family, 
 
The passage we examined this week was sobering, convicting, and ultimately rich with 
wisdom for how we engage with one another in seasons of suffering and difficulty. For a 
copy of the teaching notes and a number of discipleship materials, please go [HERE]. 
 
Summary: The sermon explored Job 20:1-29, focusing on Zophar's final recorded 
speech in Scripture and the dangerous trajectory that unfolds when caring concern 
turns inward and becomes self-righteousness. Zophar leveled ten accusations against 
Job — all rooted in the assumption that Job's suffering was proof of his wickedness. 
While some of what Zophar said contained elements of truth, those truths were 
consistently misapplied, weaponized without love, and delivered without mercy. The 
sermon called us to examine how we handle truth in our relationships, particularly with 
those who are hurting, and to guard against the subtle drift from compassion into 
judgment. 
 
Takeaways: 

1. Truth misapplied is still error. Zophar was not always wrong in what he said, but 
he was consistently wrong in how and why he said it. Misapplying truth — 
whether through hypocrisy, pride, or a lack of mercy — causes real harm and 
dishonors the God whose truth we claim to represent. 

 
2. Truth and love must never be separated. As Randy Alcorn wrote in The Grace 

and Truth Paradox (2003), "Grace without truth deceives people and ceases to 
be grace, while truth without grace crushes people and ceases to be truth." 
Zophar's ministry to Job was almost entirely confined to the material and physical 
world, while Job was crying out for the presence, comfort, and purposes of God. 
We must not make the same mistake with those around us. 

 
3. We do not know another person's heart, and we do not know God's heart toward 

them. Zophar judged Job without knowing either. That sobering reality should 
produce humility in us whenever we are tempted to render verdicts about why 
someone is suffering. 

 
As we continue through this remarkable book, may we be people who hold truth and 
grace together — who speak honestly and love deeply — and who resist the pull toward 
self-righteousness even when we are convinced we are right. Job's words in chapter 19, 
that his Redeemer lives, remind us that even in the darkest seasons, faith and 
surrender can deepen. May that be true of each of us as well. 
 
In His Grace, Pastor Jim  
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Job 20:1-29, Great Danger in Self-Righteousness 
Discussion Prompts 

 
Don’t be shy or embarrassed, this is a safe place to talk, learn, and grow. All of us 
should walk with an attitude of grace and Godly love in encouraging one another to 
contribute to our shared growth in the Lord.  
 
For more discussion questions helping your faith to grow, please download the sermon 
documents typically posted the day after each sermon on the watch tab of our App or 
website. 
 
1. The friends came originally to care for Job but navigated toward self-righteousness; 

what are the warning signs that our desire to help someone has shifted into a desire 
to be proven right, and how do we course-correct? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Zophar and his friends judged Job's heart and God's disposition toward Job without 

truly knowing either; in what ways are we tempted to make similar judgments about 
others based on their outward circumstances, and what safeguards can we put in 
place to resist that temptation? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Zophar's worldview was almost exclusively material and physical, while Job 

consistently longed for spiritual communion with God; how does a purely material 
worldview distort our ability to minister to those who are suffering? 
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Job 20:1-29 
Great Danger in Self-Righteousness 

 
I. Introduction:  

• What are the three corruptions of the application of truth noted in the 
introduction? 

 
 

II. Job 20:1-3: Zophar’s Vantage Point is Job’s Wickedness 
 
 
 
 
 

III. Job 20:4-11: Short-Term Gain in Sowing & Harvesting Long-Term Pain 
• Accusation 1: _____________________________________________ 
• Accusation 2: _____________________________________________ 
• Accusation 3: _____________________________________________ 
• Accusation 4: _____________________________________________ 

 
 
 

IV. Job 20:12-19: The Wicked are Never Satiated 
• Accusation 5: _____________________________________________ 
• Accusation 6: _____________________________________________ 
• Accusation 7: _____________________________________________ 
• Accusation 8: _____________________________________________ 

 
 
 

V. Job 20:20-29: The Wicked’s Just Do 
• Accusation 9: _____________________________________________ 
• Accusation 10: ____________________________________________ 

 
 
 

VI. Closing: When Caring Turns to Self-Righteousness 
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Great Danger in Self-Righteousness  
Job 20:1-29 

 

I. Introduction:  
 

1. Toward the end of Chapter 19, in a moment of great clarity in the 
midst of a long and terribly hard season, Job spoke words of 
wisdom, trust, and life when he said “my redeemer lives”. While 
Job has not arrived in glory, the fulness of his surrender goes 
impossibly deeper with each speech and each passing day. 

 
2. It seems clear that Zophar is only listening to Job for the purpose 

of correcting him…that is, Zophar has already determined Job’s 
guilt and taken on the self-appointed responsibility to make Job 
see his own guilt. For his part, Job has again spoken words 
affirming God’s sovereignty while also rejecting his friends attacks 
indicating that he is getting his just reward for warring against God. 
The tone of Zophar’s speech is much like the other two friends 
speeches with his focus being on Job’s offense toward them.  

 
By Zophar’s and their reports, righteousness seems to be a 
construct that is determined by one’s comforts and wealth in this 
life. So, they have judged Job when they do NOT know his heart 
(can I just say I am in complete awe that the Lord has brought us 
to the place of examining His judgment just this last week in 1 
Corinthians 5)…AND they certainly don’t know God’s heart toward 
Job. 

 
3. As we have been considering since early on in these rounds of 

speeches, more than one thing can be true. Even when Zophar 
and friends have said true things (and they have), they have 
wielded truth in unbiblical ways. Perhaps the three most impactful 
ways we have seen corruption in the application of truth from them 
includes: 

 

These notes are NOT a transcript. The actual sermon may include considerable differences. 
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A. Misapplying truth is serious error often seen through hypocrisy, 
hubris, and lack of mercy among many reasons. (Mt 12:1-14, 
19:3-9; Lk 18:9-14; Mk 7:1-13);  

 
B. Exercising truth without love is serious error (1 Cor 8:1-13; 1 Jn 

3:17-18, 4:20); and 
 

C. Redefining truth under the guise of grace in excusing sin is also 
serious error (Jude 4; Rom 6:1-2; 1 Cor 5:2, 6; Rev 2:20). 

 
II. Job 20:1-3: Zophar’s Vantage Point is Job’s Wickedness 

 
1. Having heard and processed all that Job said, Zophar is anxious, 

disturbed, offended, and has a sense of urgency in replying to Job. 
In Zophar’s mind, he knows he is right and yet he has endured 
Job’s insults. He has come to the place of rejecting Job’s rebuke 
and is now going to correct Job and the record of history.  

 
III. Job 20:4-11: Short-Term Gain in Sowing & Harvesting Long-

Term Pain 
 

1. Zophar starts with where he and his friends often go; they claim 
authority based on their understanding drawn from traditions and 
history. The result is, again truth, but truth often misapplied. In this 
passage we see rapid fire accusations, including: 

 
A. Accusation 1 is found in v4 as Zophar accuses Job of being 

deceitful in ignoring tradition. (false) 
 
B. Accusation 2, Job is a hypocrite, is found in v5. Since the very 

beginning God and His righteousness has been in view. The 
wicked (first noted here as the hypocrite) will have temporary 
success only; that is they may win some battles, but God will 
win the war. (truth wrongly applied) 

 
C. Accusation 3 is found in v6. In Zophar’s mind, Job is full of 

pride. Zophar makes clear that Job’s wealth does not matter. 
His words do not matter. His deeds do not matter. His dreams 
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do not matter. Job’s family cannot stop his/their destination. His 
youthful strength does not matter. God is bigger than any and 
all other things or people, and the wicked shall not prevail over 
Him. (truth wrongly applied) 

 
D. Accusation 4 is found in verses 7-11 as we read about Job-the-

wicked’s dark harvest of being refuse (meaning dung or feces). 
In this, Zophar refutes Job’s confident expectation of being 
resurrected he spoke of in chapter 19. (false) 

 
IV. Job 20:12-19: The Wicked are Never Satiated 
 

1. Zophar speaks some hard words here in offering what he wrongly 
sees as a summary of Job’s life. Yet, there is a clear ring of truth in 
some of his words. For example, evil can be sweet to taste, but 
sour’s once it hits home in the stomach. Further, once evil lays 
claim on one’s heart and soul, the wicked will never be able to see 
nor enjoy the streams of honey and cream – themselves, 
metaphors for the good things of this life.  

 
2. As for Zophar’s accusations in this part of our passage, they are all 

false. This list includes: 
 

A. Accusation 5 is found in v12 as Zophar accuses Job of 
deceptively speaking evil; (false) 

 
B. Accusation 6, that of Job harboring evil is found in v13. 

Zophar’s accusations cut deep as he goes further still in saying 
that evil is an essential part of Job’s being; (false) 

 
C. In v19, we read Accusation 7 that Job crushed and abandoned 

those whom He has a duty to lift up AND along that same line 
we find Accusation 8, specifically that Job committed grand 
larceny. (false & false) 

 
3. One final note before we move to the next section in our passage 

today. Hinted at in v18 and confirmed in v20, we read that while 
evil begets evil, the fruit of evil will NOT produce enjoyment for its 
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sponsor. In what is a great warning, while certainly true in the 
sense of eternal life versus eternal death, one of the attractions of 
evil is that it certainly promises and may even bring its sponsor 
some sense of enjoyment or accomplishment in the temporal 
sense. 

 
V. Job 20:20-29: The Wicked’s Just Do 

 
1. These verses bring us to Zophar’s final two accusations including: 

 
A. Accusation 9, in v22, finds Zophar accusing Job of being self-

sufficient rather than relying upon God. (false) 
 
B. Accusation 10 is found in vs 26-29. Here he notes Job’s iniquity 

in being guilty of wickedness against God; an iniquity which 
God has revealed and judged. (false) 

 
With those 10 accusations in hand, I want to close with some thoughts for 
your consideration… 
 
 
VI. Closing: When Caring Turns to Self-Righteousness 
 

1. We note that Job’s friends, who came to care for their friend, have 
navigated to a place of uncaring accusations. Their worldview is 
challenged and rather than having a Godly sorrow, they have 
instead come to a place of self-righteousness.  

 
2. We also note that Zophar’s dialogue is nearly exclusively in the 

material/physical world (v28) while ignoring the spiritual aspects. 
Be reminded that Job continually called out to God…he desired to 
be in His presence, to feel His comfort, and to know His purposes 
for reeking such havoc in Job’s life. 

 
3. As Zophar closes this speech, never to be heard again here in the 

Bible, the exclamation point of Zophar’s ‘ministry’ to Job is 
summed up in a great quote by Randy Alcorn, The Grace and 
Truth Paradox (2003) where he says: “Grace without truth 
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deceives people and ceases to be grace, while truth without grace 
crushes people and ceases to be truth.” 

 
4. While Zophar is done, the friends words regarding Job’s 

wickedness are not. As we will see in Job 22, Eliphaz also 
accuses Job of wickedness. 

 
[Prayer] 
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5-Day Devotional 
Job 20:1-29 

Great Danger in Self Righteousness  
 
Day 1: The Redeemer Who Lives    Reading: Job 19:25-27 
 
Devotional: In the middle of relentless suffering and the accusations of those who 
claimed to care for him, Job declared something extraordinary. He affirmed that his 
Redeemer lives. This was not a statement born of comfortable circumstances but of 
desperate, hard-won faith. Job did not see the full picture of what God was doing, yet he 
trusted the character of the One doing it. When suffering strips away every earthly 
comfort, what remains is the bedrock question: do you believe God is who He says He 
is? Faith forged in darkness carries a weight that faith formed in comfort rarely 
achieves. Rest today in the living Redeemer. 
 
What circumstances in your life are currently challenging your ability to trust God's 
character over your present comfort? Write down one truth about God's character that 
remains unchanging regardless of your current circumstances, and return to it each time 
doubt rises today. 
 
Day 2: Truth Without Love Crushes  Reading: 1 Cor 13:1-3; 1 Jn 3:17-18 
 
Devotional: Zophar was not entirely wrong in everything he said. Some of his words 
contained genuine theological truth. Yet truth deployed without love becomes a weapon 
rather than a gift. Paul makes clear in 1 Corinthians 13 that even the most accurate and 
eloquent speech, divorced from love, amounts to nothing of spiritual value. Zophar's ten 
accusations against Job reveal a man more committed to winning an argument than 
restoring a friend. The church has always faced this same temptation. Doctrine without 
compassion produces Pharisees. Correction without relationship produces casualties. 
Before you speak truth into someone's suffering, ask whether love is driving the words 
or pride is. 
 
Can you recall a moment when you delivered truth to someone without sufficient love? 
What was the outcome, and what would you do differently now? Identify one person in 
your life who is suffering. Before offering any counsel or correction, commit to simply 
listening and praying with them first. 
 
Day 3: The Danger of Self-Righteousness Reading: Lk 18:9-14; Mt 12:1-14 
 
Devotional: Job's friends began their journey to his side with genuine compassion. 
They sat with him in silence for seven days, which was an act of profound solidarity. 
Somewhere along the way, however, their concern for Job became concern for their 
own theological framework. When Job's suffering did not conform to their understanding 
of how God operates, they chose to protect their worldview rather than shepherd their 
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friend. Self-righteousness is rarely announced. It creeps in quietly, disguised as 
discernment, dressed in the language of truth. Jesus reserved His sharpest rebukes not 
for the openly sinful but for those who were certain of their own righteousness. Guard 
your heart carefully. 
 
In what areas of your spiritual life are you most tempted to measure your standing 
before God by comparison to others rather than by grace alone? Spend five minutes in 
honest prayer, asking God to reveal any area where pride has disguised itself as 
righteous conviction in your life. 
 
Day 4: Grace and Truth Must Travel Together 
Reading: Jn 1:14-17; Jude 4; Ro 6:1-2 
 
Devotional: Randy Alcorn wrote that grace without truth deceives people and ceases to 
be grace, while truth without grace crushes people and ceases to be truth. This tension 
is not resolved by choosing one over the other but by holding both simultaneously, 
which is precisely what the incarnation of Christ accomplished. Jesus did not come with 
partial grace or selective truth. He embodied both fully and without compromise. The 
errors Zophar made leaned toward truth without grace. The error warned against in 
Jude leans toward grace without truth. Both distortions damage people and 
misrepresent God. The narrow road of faithful ministry walks directly between these two 
dangerous ditches. 
 
Which direction do you tend to lean when confronting sin or suffering in others, toward 
excessive truth-telling or toward avoiding hard conversations in the name of grace? 
Read John 8:1-11 and observe how Jesus navigated both grace and truth in a single 
encounter. Note one specific way you can apply that same balance this week. 
 
Day 5: God Alone Knows the Heart  Reading: 1 Cor 4:3-5; Jer 17:9-10 
 
Devotional: One of the most sobering realities in the book of Job is that his friends 
judged his heart with absolute confidence while knowing nothing of what God knew 
about Job. God had already declared Job blameless. The friends had already declared 
him guilty. Only one of those verdicts was rendered with complete knowledge. This 
should produce in every believer a deep humility about passing final judgment on the 
interior condition of another person's soul. We see behavior. We hear words. We 
observe outcomes. God alone sees the heart with perfect clarity. Our calling is not to 
render verdicts but to bear witness to the God whose judgments are always righteous, 
always complete, and always just. 
 
Is there someone in your life upon whom you have rendered a firm spiritual verdict 
without truly knowing their heart before God? Surrender that judgment to God in prayer 
today. Ask Him to replace your verdict with genuine intercession for that person's 
spiritual well-being. 
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Small Group Study Guide 
Job 20:1-29 

Great Danger in Self Righteousness  
 

Opening Prayer: Pray that the Lord would open your eyes to see and understand His 
word as you discuss the sermon.  
 
Key Takeaways: Query the group for takeaways first...you may stay with one or more 
of those. 
 

1. Truth misapplied is still error. Zophar and his friends said things that were true, 
but they wielded truth in unbiblical ways. Misapplication of truth through 
hypocrisy, hubris, and lack of mercy causes real damage to real people. 
 

2. Self-righteousness corrupts genuine care. Job's friends came to comfort him. 
Over time, their unchecked assumptions and worldview defensiveness 
transformed caring presence into crushing accusation. The drift from caring to 
self-righteous is subtle and dangerous. 
 

3. We cannot judge what we cannot see. Zophar did not know Job's heart, and he 
did not know God's heart toward Job. Rendering confident verdicts about another 
person's standing before God, based on outward circumstances, is a serious 
spiritual error. 
 

4. Truth and grace must travel together. As Randy Alcorn wrote in The Grace and 
Truth Paradox (2003): "Grace without truth deceives people and ceases to be 
grace, while truth without grace crushes people and ceases to be truth." 
 

5. Material circumstances are not reliable indicators of spiritual standing. Zophar's 
entire framework for evaluating Job was rooted in the physical and material 
world. He largely ignored the spiritual reality that Job was crying out to God, 
seeking His presence, comfort, and purposes. 

 
Discussion Questions: Did the Holy Spirit prompt any questions with you? Start with 
those. 
 

1. Pastor Jim noted that Zophar was "listening to Job for the purpose of correcting 
him" rather than truly hearing him. What is the difference between listening to 
understand and listening to respond? How does that difference affect the people 
around us? 
 

2. Job 19 ends with Job declaring that his Redeemer lives. Then Zophar 
immediately launches into ten accusations against Job. What does it tell us about 
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Zophar's spiritual posture that he could not pause and wrestle with what Job just 
said? 
 

3. The sermon identifies three ways truth can be corrupted in its application: 
 

• Misapplying truth through hypocrisy, hubris, and lack of mercy 
• Exercising truth without love 
• Redefining truth under the guise of grace to excuse sin 

 
Which of these three do you think is most common in Christian community 
today? Which is most dangerous? Why? 
 

4. Zophar made ten accusations against Job, and Pastor Jim noted that several of 
them were simply false. Yet Zophar spoke with great confidence. What are the 
warning signs that someone, including ourselves, has moved from Godly concern 
into self-righteous judgment? 
 

5. Pastor Jim observed that "by Zophar's and their reports, righteousness seems to 
be a construct that is determined by one's comforts and wealth in this life." 
Where do you see that same framework operating in our culture today? Where 
might it quietly show up in our own thinking? 
 

6. The sermon pointed out that Job "continually called out to God, desired to be in 
His presence, and wanted to know His purposes." Meanwhile, Zophar's focus 
was almost entirely material. What does it look like practically to keep the 
spiritual dimension central when we are walking through suffering, or walking 
alongside someone who is? 
 

7. Randy Alcorn's quote states that truth without grace crushes people and ceases 
to be truth. Can you think of a biblical example, outside of Job, where someone 
delivered truth in a way that was both honest and full of grace? What made it 
effective? 
 

8. Pastor Jim noted that Job's friends began as people who came to care and 
ended up as people who accused. How do we guard our own hearts against that 
drift, especially when someone we love makes choices or holds positions we 
believe are wrong? 
 

9. Is there someone in your life right now who may need you to simply sit with them 
rather than correct them? What would it cost you to do that? 
 

10. The sermon reminded us that "more than one thing can be true." How does 
holding that tension change the way you approach complex situations in 
relationships, in the church, or in your own story? 
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Practical Applications: Query the group for applications first...you may explore one or 
more of those. 
 

1. Examine your listening. In your next significant conversation, make a deliberate 
effort to listen to understand rather than to respond. Afterward, reflect on what 
you learned that you might have missed otherwise. 
 

2. Audit your framework. Spend time in honest prayer asking God whether you 
have been measuring anyone's spiritual standing by their outward circumstances, 
success, or comfort. Confess where that has been true and ask for a renewed 
perspective. 
 

3. Speak truth with grace. If you have been avoiding a hard but necessary 
conversation with someone, ask God to show you how to approach it with both 
honesty and genuine love. Write down what that might look like before you have 
the conversation. 
 

4. Sit with someone. Identify one person in your life who is in a hard season. Reach 
out this week not to fix or advise, but simply to be present. Ask how they are 
doing and then listen. 
 

5. Memorize and meditate. Reflect on the principle from 1 Corinthians 8 that 
knowledge without love only puffs up. Ask God to show you where knowledge 
has outpaced love in your relationships. 

 
Closing Prayer Points:  
 

• Ask God to give your group the courage to speak truth, the humility to hold it 
rightly, and the love to deliver it in ways that heal rather than crush. Pray 
specifically for anyone in the group who may be in a season of suffering, and for 
wisdom in walking alongside them well. 
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Discussion Questions 
Job 20:1-29 

Great Danger in Self Righteousness  
 
1. Job declared that his Redeemer lives even in the depths of his suffering; what does 

it reveal about the nature of faith when a person can affirm God's goodness while 
experiencing circumstances that seem to contradict it? 

 
2. The sermon identifies three corruptions in the application of truth: misapplying truth, 

exercising truth without love, and redefining truth under the guise of grace; which of 
these do you find most subtle and therefore most dangerous in your own life or 
community? 
 

3. Randy Alcorn's quote states that grace without truth deceives and truth without 
grace crushes; can you think of a time when you received or delivered truth in a way 
that crushed rather than restored, and what would a more balanced approach have 
looked like? 

 
4. Zophar wielded true statements about the fate of the wicked and wrongly applied 

them to Job; how do we distinguish between a truth that is accurate in principle and 
a truth that is being accurately applied to a specific person or situation? 
 

5. Job's friends determined his guilt based on his suffering and loss, essentially 
equating prosperity with righteousness; where do you see this same prosperity-
gospel logic operating in contemporary Christian culture, and what does the book of 
Job say in response? 
 

6. The sermon notes that more than one thing can be true at the same time; how does 
holding that tension well change the way we approach complex situations involving 
suffering, sin, and God's sovereignty? 
 

7. Zophar disappears from the narrative after this speech, never to be heard from again 
in Scripture; what does his silence ultimately say about the legacy of ministry that is 
driven by self-righteousness rather than genuine love and humility? 
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Dinner Conversation Starters 
Job 20:1-29 

Great Danger in Self Righteousness  
 
1. “Truth With Grace” 

 
Zophar said some true things, but he used them in a crushing way. How can our 
family speak truth to one another while still showing love, patience, and grace? 

 
2. “When We Don’t Know the Whole Story” 

 
Job’s friends judged him without knowing his heart or what God was doing. Can you 
think of a time when you misunderstood someone because you didn’t know the full 
story? 

 
3. “Helping or Accusing?” 

 
Job’s friends came to comfort him, but they ended up accusing him. What are some 
ways we can tell the difference between truly helping someone and just trying to 
prove we are right? 

 
4. “The Danger of Self-Righteousness” 

 
Self-righteousness can make us focus on other people’s faults while ignoring our 
own hearts. What helps us stay humble before God and others? 

 
5. “Caring Like Jesus” 

 
Job longed for God’s comfort in his suffering. When someone we love is hurting, 
what are some practical ways we can care for them like Jesus would? 
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Family Conversation Guide for Children & Early Teens 
Job 20:1-29 

Great Danger in Self Righteousness  
 

AGES 5-7: SIMPLIFYING THE MESSAGE APPLICATION POINTS 
 

1. Don’t Decide Someone Is “Bad” Too Quickly: Job’s friends judged him without 
knowing his heart or the whole story. Teach children to slow down and ask, “What 
happened?” instead of immediately blaming. 
 
Discussion Questions:  
 
(a) Have you ever thought someone was being mean, but later found out they were 

sad, tired, or confused? 
(b) What could you say instead of, “You’re bad”? 
(c) How can we ask a kind question before we make a judgment? 

 
2. Tell the Truth Kindly: Truth without grace can crush people. Help kids practice saying 

true things in gentle ways. 
 

Discussion Questions:  
 
(a) Which sounds more loving: “You’re terrible at this!” or “That was hard, but you 

can try again”? 
(b) Why does God care not just about what we say, but how we say it? 
(c) What is one kind way to correct someone? 

 
3. Be a Comforter, Not an Accuser: Job’s friends came to comfort him but ended up 

accusing him. Encourage children to ask, “How can I help?” instead of “What did you 
do wrong?” 
 
Discussion Questions:  
 
(a) If your friend is sad, what could you do to help them feel loved? 
(b) What would not be helpful to say to someone who is hurting? 
(c) How did Jesus treat people who were sad or hurting? 

 
AGES 8-12: BUILDING UNDERSTANDING APPLICATION POINTS 
 

1. Don’t Assume You Know Someone’s Motives: Zophar thought he knew why Job 
was suffering, but he was wrong. Help kids separate facts from assumptions. “What do 
I know?” versus “What am I guessing?” 
 
Discussion Questions:  
 
(a) What is the difference between what actually happened and what we think 

happened? 
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(b) Why is it dangerous to assume someone’s motives? 
(c) What is a wise way to talk to someone when you feel hurt by them? 

 
2. Speak Truth in Love: True words can still be used in an unloving way. Teach kids 

that love does not ignore wrong, but it also does not attack people. 
 
Discussion Questions:  
 
(a) If a friend is doing something wrong, should we ignore it? Why or why not? 
(b) How can we correct someone without embarrassing them? 
(c) What words would be loving, truthful, and respectful? 

 
3. Watch for Self-Righteousness: Job’s friends became proud and acted like they were 

better than Job. Encourage humility: “I need God’s grace too.” 

Discussion Questions:  
 
(a) Why is it easy to notice other people’s sins before our own? 
(b) What does it mean to be humble? 
(c) How can remembering Jesus’ grace help us treat others with mercy? 

 
AGES 11-15: DEEPENING THE CONNECTION APPLICATION POINTS 
 

1. Be Careful with Quick Judgments: Job’s friends misread Job’s suffering and falsely 
accused him. Teens need discernment without assuming they know the whole story. 
Encourage them to ask wise questions and avoid labeling people. 

Discussion Questions:  
 
(a) When have you seen someone judged unfairly at school, church, or online? 
(b) Why do people often assume the worst about others? 
(c) What would it look like to be wise without being judgmental? 

 
2. Truth Without Grace Can Become Cruel: Zophar used “truth” in a way that crushed 

rather than restored. Teach teens that biblical truth should be joined with love, humility, 
and a desire for restoration. 
 
Discussion Questions:  
 
(a) Have you ever heard someone say, “I’m just being honest,” when they were 

actually being harsh? 
(b) What is the difference between confronting someone and attacking someone? 
(c) How can you speak truth in a way that helps instead of humiliates? 

 
3. Don’t Confuse Confidence with Self-Righteousness: Zophar was convinced he was 

right, but his confidence was not the same as godliness. Help teens understand that 
being passionate does not automatically mean being right. Godly conviction includes 
humility. 
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Discussion Questions:  
 
(a) How can you tell if you are standing for truth or just trying to win? 
(b) Why is it hard to admit when we may be wrong? 
(c) What does humility look like during disagreement? 

 
Tips for Parents 
 

• Be patient and listen:  Give your child time to think and respond. 
• Relate to everyday life: Use real-life examples and stories familiar to your child to 

make abstract concepts more tangible. 
• Encourage questions: Let your son or daughter know it’s okay to ask questions, even if 

things don’t make sense right away. 
• Share personal insights: Tell a personal story about a time you experienced these 

themes, adapting as needed for age appropriateness. 
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Family Conversation Guide for Gen Z 
Job 20:1-29 

Great Danger in Self Righteousness  
 
1. Don’t Confuse Confidence with Being Right 

 
Bible Reference:  
Job 20:1-3, Proverbs 18:17, James 1:19, Romans 12:16 
 
Application: Zophar was emotionally stirred and confident that Job needed 
correction, but his confidence did not mean his judgment was accurate. Gen Z 
believers should practice humility before responding, posting, correcting, or 
confronting. Being passionate, offended, or articulate does not automatically mean 
we are being biblical. 
 
Scenario: In a group chat, someone shares their side of a conflict. Everyone quickly 
takes sides and starts labeling the other person as toxic, fake, or manipulative. You 
feel pressure to join in, but you have only heard one side. 
 
Discussion: How can you slow down and seek wisdom before forming an opinion 
about someone else’s conflict? 

 
2. Speak Truth with Grace, Not as a Weapon 

 
Bible Reference: Ephesians 4:15, Colossians 4:6, 1 Corinthians 13:1-3, 1 John 3:18 
 
Application: Job’s friends said some true things about wickedness, but they used 
truth in an unloving and destructive way. Biblical truth should not be used to crush, 
embarrass, or dominate people. Truth should be spoken with love, humility, and a 
desire for restoration. 
 
Scenario: A friend is making sinful or unwise choices. Instead of speaking privately 
and gently, someone calls them out publicly, posts vague comments about them, or 
uses Scripture to shame them. 

 
Discussion: What is the difference between lovingly confronting someone and using 
truth to make them feel small? 

 
3. Don’t Assume You Know Someone’s Heart 

 
Bible Reference: Job 20:4-11, 1 Samuel 16:7, Matthew 7:1-5, 1 Corinthians 4:5 
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Application: Zophar assumed Job’s suffering proved Job’s guilt. But Zophar did not 
know Job’s heart or God’s purposes. Gen Z Christians should avoid judging people’s 
motives, spiritual condition, or worth based on appearances, rumors, emotional 
struggles, financial status, or social standing. 
 
Scenario: Someone stops showing up to church, becomes quiet in your friend group, 
or posts less online. People assume they are backsliding, bitter, or attention-
seeking, but no one has actually checked on them. 
 
Discussion: How can you show concern for someone without assuming the worst 
about them? 

 
4. Refuse Digital Pile-Ons 

 
Bible Reference: Proverbs 16:28, Proverbs 26:20, James 3:5-10, Ephesians 4:29 
 
Application: Job’s friends kept adding accusation upon accusation. In digital spaces, 
this can look like group chats, comment sections, reposts, memes, and screenshots 
that intensify shame. Christians should refuse to participate in digital cruelty, gossip, 
or public humiliation. 
 
Scenario: A screenshot of someone’s mistake gets shared around. People start 
mocking them, adding context they do not actually know, and turning it into 
entertainment. 
 
Discussion: Before liking, sharing, or commenting, what questions should you ask to 
make sure you are not helping tear someone down?     
   

 
These points aim to empower Gen Z to live out their faith genuinely and 
courageously in various aspects of their daily lives, reflecting Biblical integrity, 
compassion, and steadfastness. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


