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A King Ransomed
Matthew 27:32-66
Introduction: The End of One Journey

1. Our frequent saying of “but God” has never had a greater
emphasis than in our passage today. | pray that we are in awe and
full of joy as we consider what unfolds in our passage today...for
the tomb to be empty Christ had to first die for our sins. That’s
right...the cost empty tomb we celebrate at Easter was the life of
the Son of God Himself.

2. Yes, it is comforting to know that Jesus went to the tomb willingly —
that we may have new life. Yet, the stark reality is that it was your
sin/my sin that put Him there. Is it so much for Him to ask that we
live a life of loving surrender and obedience that we may glorify
and testify of Him?!

Matthew 27:32: Serving the Son of Man

1. We open this passage with a man staggering at the end of a
thousands-of-years journey. The Son of Man, staggering with a
fierce beating complete with torn flesh from being scourged,
unable to hold up the cross-beam that would soon hold up His
dead body. And the Lamb of God dragging His body toward
Calvary to bear what you and | can not...the offense of sins of the
world for which the Father will soon pour out His wrath.

2. Next, we have Simon of Cyrene. Cyrene was a place located in
North Africa and some have conjectured he was a proselyte. While
we can’t be sure, his being conscripted by the Romans out of the
crowd strongly suggests he may well have been one of those
yelling “crucify Him”. What we can be sure of is he had an amazing
story to share with his children and grandchildren...the day he
carried the cross of the Messiah.
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A. Maybe it’s just me, but | wonder what the Lord said to
Simon. There is no doubt in my mind that the Lord spoke
with him just as He spoke with the people as you can read in
Luke’s account in Luke 23:28-31 & 34. | wonder what Simon
thought as Jesus was nailed to the cross-beam and then
raised up the vertical beam. | wonder if walking beside and
hearing Jesus words just might have brought Simon to faith.

B. All the signs and wonders...all the never-before heard
authoritative teachings...all of the prophecies fulfilled...the
Lord stumbling beside him and then Jesus’ words from Luke
23:34: “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they
do.” Could it be that the Alexander and Rufus we read about
in Acts 19:33 and Romans 16:13 respectively, are the sons
of Simon, Mark spoke about in his account of the crucifixion
in Mark 15:217?

lll. Matthew 23:33-44: Man’s Empty Mocking

1.

Slide 10

Golgotha, or the Place of a Skull, has two “traditional” locations.
One, up on the screen, that | favor if | must pick one, is located
outside the city walls along a busy highway. This location would
have served the Romans purpose of keeping the population in line
by being visible to the most number of people and certainly fits the
name. Other’s favor a location that is under the Church of the Holy
Sepulcher in the northwest (Christian) quadrant of the Old City
dating back to AD 325.

By the way, both of these sites have significant problems and
since we won’t be determining the actual location today, let’s keep
on moving here.

. As though defying description, Mathew summed up the crucifixion

with just four words...”Then they crucified Him”. Crucifixion was of
Satan. There is no other description or explanation that will do
justice and this only scratches the surface.



A. Crucifixion guaranteed death AFTER hours, most times days,
of unimaginable suffering. It was beyond barbaric. Nails through
the body, baking out in the sun, craving thirst, extremities
swollen nearly beyond recognition, and shamed by taunts or
worse no one actually caring.

B. If the gore was not enough, many would have their legs broken
toward the end of the ordeal so they could no longer lift
themselves up to gasp for air as their ribcages crushed their
lungs and the condemned would suffocate to death. We note
the breaking of legs did not happen to Jesus in fulfilment of yet
another prophesy found in Psalm 34:20.

On this we note that in an act of mercy, Jesus was offered a drink
to numb the pain as one possible fulfillment of the prophesy in
Psalm 69:21; an offer He declined for He was to bear all that the
fulness of the cup the Father was to pour out.

. In v35, we see the fulfillment of Psalm 22:18 as the Roman
soldiers divided Jesus’ garments as payment for their services
under the law.

. In v36, with the hard work done, the soldiers sat to watch and wait
for Jesus to die. Ironically, the reason that Jesus died was actually
true. He was convicted and sentenced for being the Messiah. He
didn’t just claim to be Messiah, He was Messiah. From Matthew
and the parallel passages in the other Gospels, we know... As
prophesied in Psalm 22:8, the rulers mocked Jesus. The soldiers
mocked Jesus. One of the criminals blasphemed Jesus (Lk
23:39). And as prophesied in Psalm 22:7, passerby’s mocked and
blasphemed Jesus.

It's as if to say, if you really are the King then free yourself. Of
course, Jesus did come from the kingly line of David, with his
adoptive dad of Solomon’s line (giving Jesus legal rights to the
throne) and his mom’s lineage through David’s son Nathan (firmly
establishing His biological connection to David). And again, we



see the fulfillment of more prophesy pointing to Jesus as the

Christ.

IV. Matthew 27:45-56: The Miracles of Calvary

1. Matthew’s theme of convincingly presenting Jesus as Messiah
continues in this tight-packed passage reporting sign after
supernatural sign.

2. The first miracle we note is at the brightest point of the day, from
noon to 3pm, as Jesus pain and misery mount, utter darkness
descends. It is at the end of this time window that He realizes the
fulness of the Father’s cup of wrath as He cries out “My God, My
God, why have You forsaken Me?”. In some sense, the impossible
has happened in that Jesus has been separated from the Father.
This is the very real cost of sin; specifically separation from the
One we were designed to spend eternity with. For notetakers,
Jesus’ words here are a quote from Psalm 22:1.

3. Next, there are a couple of things | want you to note here in verses
47-50. First, Elijah was not to come, but Jesus was to go. Second,
in what is a second likely fulfilment of Psalm 69:21, we see one of
the people offering Jesus sour wine on a reed as yet another act
of mercy.

| think we too often read through v50 without thankfully
considering its importance. There is a sort-of profoundly sorrowful
joy here. Specifically, it’s here that Jesus’ death was recorded; His
road to the cross was completed. The Lamb of God was sacrificed.
All the prophesy. All the generations of faithful and unfaithful. The
flood. And everything that has or yet will happen is bound up in the
life and death and life again of the Messiah. It’s here, in this
moment, that in receiving Christ that in repentance for our sins that
Christians identify in His death, and because we know the rest of
the story, we also identify with the hope of eternal life.

4. In verses 51-54, Matthew offers us a rapid fire list of additional

miracles with no commentary. It is not hard to imagine how smug
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and comfortable the religious leaders must have been as their evil
plan unfolded. They must have thought themselves quite clever to
have manipulated circumstances and people to do away with their
“problem”. Of course, they had done there part in torturing and
killing the very One they were hoping would come.

A. The first of the additional miracles is the tearing of the veil that
separated the Holy of Holies, where God dwelt, from the Holy
Place, the rest of the temple, and beyond where man dwelt.
Exodus 33:20 tells us that no one could look at the Lord and
live because, as we are told in Deuteronomy 4:24 and
Hebrews 12:29, He is a consuming fire. An early Jewish
tradition said the veil was 60°‘ high 4” thick and from Exodus
26:31 we learn it was made from blue, purple, and scarlet
material along with fine twisted linen.

B. The veil represented mankind’s separation from God by sin as
noted in Isaiah 59:1-2. Until it’s tearing, only the High Priest
could enter and he only once per year. After it’s tearing, the
door to the throne room of God was thrown open by the new
covenant brought by the Lamb of God in fulfilling the law —
there was NO more need for sacrifices as the perfect sacrifice,
Jesus, atoned for all sin.

1 Timothy 2:5-6 tells us...l will be reading this from the NLT:

SFor, There is one God and one Mediator who can reconcile God and
humanity—the man Christ Jesus. ¢ He gave his life to purchase freedom
for everyone. This is the message God gave to the world at just the right
time. - 1 Timothy 2:5-6, NLT

Here we see there is now one mediator for mankind. The Lamb
of God, Jesus, who gave Himself a ransom for the whole world.

Now turn with me to Hebrews 10:19-25 as it offers soaring
words about what this means for you, me, and any that would
receive Jesus as Lord:




19 Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood
of Jesus, 20by a new and living way which He consecrated for us,
through the veil, that is, His flesh, 2! and having a High Priest over the
house of God, 22 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of
faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies
washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope
without wavering, for He who promised is faithful. 2¢ And let us consider
one another in order to stir up love and good works, 2° not forsaking the
assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but
exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day
approaching. - Hebrews 10:19-25
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C. While we can let our imaginations run as to why God brought
forth an earthquake and the resurrection of many souls we
want to stay on safe ground as to the likely reasons. They
both would have caught people’s attention. The earthquake
may have been His tool to of choice to open the graves
along with the rocks crying out at man’s choice to crucify our
Savior (Luke 19:37-40). The resurrections serve as a
powerful symbol that Jesus died so man could live and
perhaps of a hint of what was to happen in a few days with
Christ’s resurrection.

D. The greatest miracle of all is found at the end of v54. Despite
inheriting a depraved heart, cultural influences, the work of
Satan, and a long nurtured pride, as the miracles
surrounding Jesus’ death unfolded, the veil over the soldier’s
eyes was lifted and he believed Jesus was the Son of God!
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V. Matthew 27:57-65: Jesus’ Burial

1. This straightforward passage answers many criticisms, doubts,
and attacks regarding the veracity of Jesus as Messiah and the
events leading up to and after his death.

2. Despite the death of the Messiah, daily living for the Jews

continued. Most in Jerusalem had gone about their daily life as
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Passover was winding down, many had family in town, food
needed to be cooked, cleaning needed to be done, products
bought and sold, and all the other necessary daily living chores
needed attention.

. What’s more after the fever pitch of the Sanhedrin’s successful

push to crucify Jesus, there was no time for a victory lap. They
understood that their effort to stamp out His influence was not yet
done and was, in fact, in great jeopardy until they tied up some
lose ends — the main one being Jesus’ claim that He would rise
from the dead. Because of Jesus raising Lazarus just days before,
the people would remember and that could NOT be allowed.

. Against this backdrop, we can’t help but wonder what must have

been going on in their minds as all the miracles at Jesus death
unfolded. While it must have sown great doubt and maybe even
some fear and desperation, it did not undermine their resolve to
sweep the whole mess away.

. According to Mark and Luke, Joseph of Arimathea was a member

of the Sanhedrin — a wealthy class. In John 19:39, we see he was
joined by Nicodemus who was also on the ruling council. There is

a great interaction between Nicodemus and Jesus back in John 3
for those interested.

Isaiah 53:9 prophesied the very thing we read unfolding here in
verses 57-60:

And they made His grave with the wicked— But with the rich at His
death, Because He had done no violence, Nor was any deceit in His
mouth. - Isaiah 53:9

6. Next, in v 61, that the Mary’s were there was unsurprising given

their faithfulness even in the confusion of His death. Their
perseverance ultimately led them to be the first withesses of the
risen Christ...a remarkable statement of women’s position in Christ
in a society that generally valued men greater than women.

7. There are several things of note here in verses 62-66:
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. First, the Sanhedrin rightly understood the threat that Jesus

remained to their plans. It seems even in death, they feared
Him. That is, should He rise again or if it could even be claimed
He did, the population would rightly see through them and
understand that His resurrection was an act of God, further
supporting His claim in being the Son of God.

. Second, its quite remarkable that the Sanhedrin gave the

disciples credit enough to mount the effort necessary to steal
Jesus’ body from the tomb. They thought little of the disciples
and they clearly did not have good intelligence regarding where
they were for they were grieving and lost without Jesus
presence.

. Third, we see the continuing cooperation between Pilate and

the religious leaders. While they were far from friends, their
shared desire for affluence and control reflected the ages old
statement that the enemy of my enemy is my friend.

. Finally, contrary to the swoon theory which has been forwarded

in an attempt to undermine the Gospel, both Jesus’ burial and
the efforts the Sanhedrin went to secure the tomb confirm He
did, in fact, die.

VI. Closing

1. Jesus alone has fulfilled dozens upon dozens of prophesies, some
300+ in total — an impossibility for any other, but the Messiah
Himself.

. Of course, the Sanhedrin simply did NOT grasp Jesus really is
Messiah. The Sanhedrin’s efforts reflected their selfish hearts and
limitations and NOT God’s will and glory. For creation, the Bible,
and our very lives testify both of our need of a Savior and that
Jesus is He.



. God is real. He created us to be in relationship with Himself.
Yet, because sin is also real, we are separated from Him. And
so God determined to make a way for us to be restored in
relationship with Him; a way to overcome death’s sting.

. The way included revealing Himself that mankind could know
Him and His plan. He did and does this through His word, His
Spirit, and the incarnation of His Son.

. The way included Jesus taking on the penalty for our sin which
we read of today.

. The way includes an invitation to receive Him and His gift of
salvation. The way includes an invitation to live life with Him as
Lord that we may testify of and become more like Him.



Matthew 27:32-66

A King Ransomed

. Introduction: The End of One Journey

II. Matthew 27:1-2: The Die is Cast
e Alexander & Rufus

Additional Scripture References: Lk 23:28-31, 34; Acts 19:33; Ro 16:13; Mk 15:21

lll. Matthew 27:33-44: Man’s Empty Mocking
e Both traditional sites for the crucifixion have problems.
e Many prophesies fulfilled in these verses.

Additional Scripture References: Ps 34:20; 69:21; 22:18; 22:8; Lk 23:39; Ps 22:7

IV. Matthew 27:45-56: The Miracles of Calvary
e The 5 miracles include:

e Just as Christian’s identify in the life of Jesus, we identify in His death.
e Jesus bought our freedom at Calvary. We owe Him our lives.

Additional Scripture References: Ps 22:1; 69:21; Ex 33:20; Deut 4:24; He 12:29; Ex
26:31; 1s 59:12; 1 Ti 2:5-6; He 10:19-25; Lk 19:37-40

V. Matthew 27:57-65: Jesus’ Burial
o Why were the Sanhedrin fearful?

Additional Scripture References: Jn 19:39, 3; Is 53:9

VI. Closing
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5-Day Devotional
Matthew 27:32-66
A King Ransomed

Day 1: The King’s Journey Reading: Mt 27:32-44

Devotional: As we read about Jesus' journey to the cross, we're reminded of the
immense love God has for us. Simon of Cyrene, unexpectedly thrust into Jesus' story,
carries the cross. How often do we find ourselves in unexpected situations, carrying
burdens we didn't anticipate? Yet, like Simon, these moments can bring us closer to
Christ.

Reflect on the times when you've felt the weight of unexpected challenges. How might
God be using these experiences to draw you nearer to Him? Remember, just as Jesus
spoke words of comfort even in His suffering, He speaks to us in our trials. Today, listen
for His voice in your circumstances and allow His love to transform your perspective.

Day 2: Prophecy Fulfilled Reading: Psa. 22:1-18

Devotional: The crucifixion scene fulfills numerous prophecies, some written centuries
earlier. This remarkable alignment of events with ancient words strengthens our faith in
God's sovereign plan. Even in the darkest moments, when Jesus cried out, "My God,
my God, why have you forsaken me?", He was fulfilling Scripture.

Consider the areas in your life where you're waiting for God's promises to be fulfilled.
How does seeing prophecy fulfilled in Jesus' life encourage you to trust God's timing
and plan for your own life? Take time to write down promises from Scripture that speak
to your current situation and pray for the faith to trust in God's perfect timing.

Day 3: The Veil Torn Reading: Heb. 10:19-25

Devotional: The tearing of the temple veil at Jesus' death symbolizes our newfound
access to God. No longer separated by sin, we can approach God's throne with
confidence. This radical shift in our relationship with God is the heart of the Gospel —we
are reconciled and welcomed into His presence.

How does this truth change the way you approach God in prayer? Are there areas in
your life where you still feel unworthy or distant from God? Meditate on the reality that
Christ has made a way for you to come boldly before God. Spend time in prayer,
consciously approaching God as a beloved child rather than a distant subject.
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Day 4: Witnesses to Grace Reading: Luke 23:39-43

Devotional: Even in His final moments, Jesus extended grace to those around Him —
including a criminal crucified beside Him. This powerful scene reminds us that it's never
too late to turn to Christ, and that His grace is available to all who seek Him.

Reflect on the areas in your life where you need to extend or receive grace. Are there
people you've deemed beyond redemption? Remember that Jesus offers hope to
everyone, regardless of their past. Pray for the ability to see others through God's eyes
of love and to be a witness of His grace in your daily interactions.

Day 5: From Death to Life Reading: 1 Cor. 15:54-58

Devotional: Jesus' death and resurrection transform the meaning of death for believers.
What was once the ultimate enemy has become a doorway to eternal life. This hope
gives us courage to face life's challenges and to live purposefully for Christ.

How does the promise of resurrection impact your daily life? Are there areas where fear
of death or failure hold you back? Meditate on the victory we have in Christ. Choose
one area of your life where you need to live more boldly for Him, trusting in the ultimate
victory He has secured. End your devotional time by thanking God for the hope we have
in Christ, both for this life and the life to come.
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Small Group Study Guide
Matthew 27:32-66
A King Ransomed

Opening Prayer: Begin with a prayer, asking God to guide your discussion and help

apply the lessons from this passage to your lives.

Key Takeaways: Query the group for takeaways first...you may stay with one or more

of those.

1.

2.

Jesus fulfilled numerous specific prophecies during His crucifixion and death.

The crucifixion was an incredibly brutal and painful death that Jesus willingly
endured for our sins.

Several miraculous events occurred at Jesus' death, pointing to His divine
nature.

Jesus' death opened the way for direct access to God, symbolized by the tearing
of the temple veil.

Even in death, Jesus' influence and power were feared by religious leaders.

Discussion Questions: Did the Holy Spirit prompt any questions with you? Start with

those.

1.

What stands out to you most about Simon of Cyrene's role in carrying Jesus'
cross? How might this experience have impacted Simon's life?

The sermon mentions various groups mocking Jesus on the cross. How do you
think you might have reacted if you were present at the crucifixion?

Discuss the significance of the darkness that fell from noon to 3 pm. What might
this symbolize?

How does the tearing of the temple veil change our relationship with God? What
does this mean for us practically?

The centurion, despite his background, recognized Jesus as the Son of God.
What can we learn from this about how people come to faith?
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Why do you think the religious leaders were so determined to secure Jesus'
tomb? What does this reveal about their mindset?

How does Jesus' fulfillment of prophecy strengthen your faith? Can you share a
specific prophecy mentioned in the sermon that impacts you?

Practical Applications: Query the group for applications first...you may explore one or

more of those.

1.

Reflect on the sacrifice Jesus made for you personally. Take time this week to
write a letter of gratitude to God.

Consider how you can "carry the cross" for someone in need this week, inspired
by Simon of Cyrene's example.

The sermon mentions our ability to approach God directly because of Jesus'
sacrifice. Practice intentional prayer time each day this week, focusing on this
newfound access to God.

Share the story of Jesus' death and resurrection with someone who may not
know it, emphasizing the fulfilled prophecies and miraculous events.

Meditate on Hebrews 10:19-25. How can you encourage other believers to draw
near to God with confidence?

Closing Prayer: End the session by thanking God for His sacrifice, the fulfilment of His

promises, and the opportunity to draw near to Him. Ask for His help in applying the
lessons learned to your daily lives.
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Discussion Questions
Matthew 27:32-66
A King Ransomed

1. How does Simon of Cyrene's unexpected role in carrying Jesus' cross challenge
us to consider the ways God might use us in His plan, even when we least
expect it?

2. In what ways do the various groups mocking Jesus at the crucifixion reflect our
own tendencies to doubt or challenge God's power and authority in difficult
circumstances?

3. How does the tearing of the temple veil symbolize a fundamental change in our
relationship with God, and what implications does this have for our daily spiritual
lives?

4. Considering the Roman centurion's confession of faith, how might unexpected or
dramatic events in our lives lead to spiritual transformation?

5. How do the numerous fulfilled prophecies surrounding Jesus' death strengthen
our faith, and how can we use this evidence to engage with skeptics?

6. In what ways does Jesus' willingness to endure the cross challenge our
understanding of true love and sacrifice?

7. How does the reaction of the religious leaders to Jesus' death and burial reveal
the dangers of clinging to power and tradition at the expense of recognizing
God's work?

8. Reflecting on the disciples' grief and confusion after Jesus' death, how can we
find hope and persevere in our faith during times of spiritual darkness or
uncertainty?

9. How does the image of Jesus bearing the Father's wrath for our sins impact our
understanding of God's justice and mercy?

10.In light of Jesus' sacrifice, how should our lives reflect our gratitude and
commitment to the 'new covenant' He established?
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Dinner Conversation Starters
Matthew 27:32-66
A King Ransomed

. The Significance of Fulfilled Prophecies

Reflecting on the sermon, how do you feel about the fact that Jesus fulfilled over
300 prophecies, as highlighted in Matthew 277 What does this mean for our
understanding of faith and the Bible?

. The Role of Simon of Cyrene

Imagine being in Simon of Cyrene's shoes, unexpectedly carrying the cross for
Jesus. How do you think this experience might have changed his life and faith?
How can unexpected experiences shape our own beliefs?

. Understanding Sacrifice

The sermon talks about the intense suffering Jesus endured during the

crucifixion. How does understanding Jesus' sacrifice affect the way we view our
own struggles or acts of sacrifice for others?

. Reactions to Miracles

The sermon describes many moments surrounding Jesus' death as miraculous.
What miracle from the Easter story stands out to you the most, and why do you
think it had such a significant impact on the people witnessing it?

. The Invitation to Relationship

According to the sermon, Jesus' death and resurrection offer an invitation to
restore our relationship with God. How do you perceive this invitation, and in
what ways do you think we can strengthen our personal relationship with God in
our daily lives?
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Family Conversation Guide for Children & Early Teens
Matthew 27:32-66
A King Ransomed

AGES 5-7: SIMPLIFYING THE MESSAGE APPLICATION POINTS

1.

Sharing and Sacrifice: Explain to children that just like Jesus shared His love with us
by sacrificing, we can also show love by sharing our toys or time with friends.

Discussion Question: What is something you can share with a friend or family member
this week to show them love?

Being Kind to Others: Encourage them to remember how Jesus asked for
forgiveness for others, even when He was hurt, and think about being kind to
classmates or siblings.

Discussion Question: How can we show kindness to someone who might have been
unkind to us?

Helping Hands: Highlight Simon of Cyrene’s story and discuss what it means to help
someone in need, even if it’s unexpected.

Discussion Question: Can you think of a time when you helped someone like Simon
helped Jesus? How did it make you feel?

AGES 8-12: BUILDING UNDERSTANDING APPLICATION POINTS

1.

2.

Standing Up for What's Right: Relate to how Jesus stood firm in what He believed.
Encourage kids to stand up for what is right, even when it’s hard or unpopular.

Discussion Question: Have you ever had to stand up for what you believe in, even if
others disagreed? What happened?

Forgiveness: Discuss how Jesus forgave those who mocked Him, and relate it to
forgiving friends or family who might have made mistakes.

Discussion Question: Why is it important to forgive someone who has hurt us? Can
you think of a situation where you need to forgive someone?

Kindness and Respect: Talk about how they can show kindness, just as Jesus
showed love and compassion, even when others were mean.

Discussion Question: How can you be a positive influence when you're chatting or
playing games with others online?
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AGES 11-15: DEEPENING THE CONNECTION APPLICATION POINTS

1.

Identity in Faith: Discuss with teens how Jesus’ identity as the Messiah was

misunderstood by many, and relate it to understanding and embracing their identity,
even when peers don’t understand.

Discussion Question: How do you think staying true to your beliefs can help you in
making friendships and decisions in school or online?

Consequences for Our Actions: Reflect on how the religious leaders tried to cover
their actions and compare it to being honest and considering consequences in real life
choices.

Discussion Question: Can you think of a time when you acted without thinking about
the consequences, and what did you learn from it?

Peer Pressure and Authenticity: Encourage them to think about how they can be
authentic and true to their values in social groups, learning from Jesus staying true to
His mission despite being mocked.

Discussion Question: How can you maintain your integrity when your friends are
pressuring you to do something you aren't comfortable with?

Tips for Parents

Be patient and listen: Give your child time to think and respond.

Relate to everyday life: Use real-life examples and stories familiar to your child to
make abstract concepts more tangible.

Encourage questions: Let your son or daughter know it’s okay to ask questions, even if
things don’t make sense right away.

Share personal insights: Tell a personal story about a time you experienced these
themes, adapting as needed for age appropriateness.
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1.

Family Conversation Guide for GenZ
Matthew 27:32-66
A King Ransomed

Understanding Purpose and Identity

Application: Reflect on Jesus’ steadfastness in His identity as the Messiah and
His purpose despite misunderstanding and mockery. Embrace your own identity
rooted in Christ, even when faced with societal pressures in group settings or
online platforms.

Scenario: In a digital age where trends and identities can be fluid and ever-
changing, stay grounded in your Christian values when engaging with peers on
social media.

Bible Verse: Romans 12:2 - "Do not conform to the pattern of this world but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind."

Discussion Question: How can you remain true to your faith and identity when
social media often portrays different values or lifestyles?

Responding to Mockery with Grace

Application: Like Jesus who responded to His mockers with forgiveness, learn to
respond with grace in your relationships, whether in real life or on digital
platforms, when criticized or misunderstood.

Scenario: Encountering negative comments or cyberbullying online and choosing
to respond in a way that reflects Christ’s love.

Bible Verse: Colossians 4:6 - "Let your conversation be always full of grace,
seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone."

Discussion Question: How can you practice responding with grace and
forgiveness when someone is unkind or unfair to you online or offline?

Demonstrating Courage and Integrity

Application: Learn from Jesus’ courage to face adversity with integrity. Stand firm
in your morals and beliefs during challenging group dynamics or peer pressure
situations.

Scenario: Feeling pressured to join in on gossip, inappropriate jokes, or activities
that go against your beliefs at school or in group chats.
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Bible Verse: Joshua 1:9 - "Have | not commanded you? Be strong and
courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will
be with you wherever you go."

Discussion Question: What can you do to maintain your integrity when your
friends push you to do something that conflicts with your values?

4. Finding Strength in Community

Application: Similar to how the early Christians found their strength in community
and fellowship, seek out and lean on faith-based friends or groups that uplift and
encourage your spiritual growth.

Scenario: Joining or forming a small group or Bible study at school or church to
foster a supportive community that strengthens your faith.

Bible Verse: Hebrews 10:24-25 - "And let us consider how we may spur one
another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some
are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another."

Discussion Question: How can being part of a Christian community help you
navigate and stay grounded in your faith amidst the challenges of modern life?

These points aim to empower Gen Z to live out their faith genuinely and courageously in
various aspects of their daily lives, reflecting Biblical integrity, compassion, and
steadfastness.
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