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PART 1: “DON'T SWEAT THE SMALL STUFF

Social polarization is not unique to our era. It was
also a problem among believers in Rome in the 1st
century.
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ROMANS 14:3

ESV - English Standard Version

“Let not the one who eats despise the one
who abstains, and let not the one who
abstains pass judgment on the one who
eats, for God has welcomed him.”






ROMANS 15:1

ESV - English Standard Version

“We who are strong have an obligation to
bear with the failings of the weak, and not

to please ourselves.”




ROMANS 15:7-13

ESV - English Standard Version

“Therefore welcome one another as Christ
has welcomed you, for the glory of God. For
I tell you that Christ became a servant to
the circumcised to show God’s truthfulness,
in order to confirm the promises given to
the patriarchs, and in order that the
Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy.”



ROMANS 15:7-13

ESV - English Standard Version

“As it 1s written, “Therefore I will praise you
among the Gentiles, and sing to your
name.” And again it is said, “Rejoice, O
Gentiles, with his people.” And again,
“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all
the peoples extol him.”




ROMANS 15:7-13

ESV - English Standard Version

“And again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse
will come, even he who arises to rule the
Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles hope.”
May the God of hope fill you with all joy
and peace in believing, so that by the power
of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.”




ROMANS 15:7

NET — NEW ENGLISH TRANSLATION

“Recelve one another...”
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“Receive him as you would receive me.”






* Because God Has Welcomed Us

 Because God Welcomes the Unwelcome

* Because It Glorifies God




Reason #1:

GOD HAS WELCOMED US

Romans 15:7 (ESV) “Therefore welcome one
another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory

of God.”
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“Ihe Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit

that we are children of God”




“By this all people will know that you are my disciples,

if you have love for one another.”




Romans 10:9 (ESV) “because, if you confess
with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you
will be saved.”

Romans 10:13 (ESV) “For “everyone who calls
on the name of the Lord will be saved.”




REASONS TO EXCLUDE:

 False Teaching
« Habitual Divisiveness

* Unrepentant Immorality







Reason #2:

GOD WELCOMES THE
UNWELCOME

Romans 15:8-9a (ESV) “For I tell you that
Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show
God’s truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises
given to the patriarchs, and in order that the
Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy.”




Genesis 22:18 (ESV) “...and in your offspring
shall all the nations of the earth be blessed,”

Galatians 3:8 (ESV) “And the Scripture,
foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by
faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham,
saying, “In you shall all the nations be blessed.”




“For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one
and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of
hostility”



Romans 15:9 (ESV) “...As it is written, “Therefore
I will praise you among the Gentiles, and sing to
your name.”

(Quoted from the PROPHETS — 2 Samuel 22:50)




Romans 15:10 (ESV) “And again it is said,
“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.”

(Quoted from the LAW — Deuteronomy 32:43)




Romans 15:11 (ESV) “And again, “Praise the
Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol
him.”

(Quoted from the WRITINGS - Psalm 117:1)




Romans 15:12 “And again Isaiah says, “The root
of Jesse will come, even he who arises to rule the
Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles hope.”

(Quoted from the PROPHETS - Isaiah 11:10)







Reason #3:

IT BRINGS GLORY TO GOD

Romans 15:13 (ESV) “May the God of hope fill
you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by
the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in
hope.”




Why This Matters:
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TO HARM A FELLOW BELIEVER

FREEDOM IN CHRIST




OUR ATTITUDE IN OUR
CHURCH IS TO BE
“US” AND “WE”

NOT “1” AND “ME”
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