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John 1:1-4 

 
Our focus throughout Advent is Jesus as the LIGHT.  Believers have 
sometimes wondered if the light of the gospel could somehow be 
extinguished. Despite the unfashionable state of our message- the light will 
triumph. We need to hear this today in America, because darkness seems to 
be gaining ground. 
  
Big Idea:  Take courage, because light triumphs over darkness.   
There are several reasons why we can state this with such confidence. 
 
Reason #1: Jesus, the Light of the World, Existed Before Time Began 

John 1:1–2 
 

“In the beginning,” describes “the time before time.”  In the halls of eternity 
the Word didn’t become -  The Word simply was.  The Word existed before 
one millisecond in time & space had elapsed.  Already ancient, timeless, and 
eternal, without beginning and end.   
 
Unlike Abraham, who became, Jesus simply is (John 8:58).  He underscores 
that truth by using the personal name God revealed to Moses in Exodus 3.  
“Yahweh”… “I AM.” There was never a time when the Word did not exist.  
John 1:14 clearly tells us who the Word is.   
 
The Word is Jesus.  Jesus has always been.  And Jesus, though, a distinct 
person, is indivisible from the eternal godhead as light is from a flame.  
Hence, He would state John 10:30, “I and the Father are one.”  The religious 
leaders knew what he was saying and tried to kill him. (John 10:31)  
And when Jesus asks them why, they answer… 
John 10:33 “…Because you, a mere man, claim to be God.”  
 
Reason #2: Jesus, though uncreated, created everything that exists. 

John 1:3  
 
 



 
The life that shines in the light is the life of the Creator-God. The powers of 
darkness can’t overpower the Light, because Jesus created the powers of 
darkness.   
 
Perhaps you object.  “What about nuclear weapons?  Can’t they destroy 
their maker?”  But there is an infinite difference between the making of a 
bomb out of materials that exist already and are controlled by laws you did 
not write, and on the other hand, the creation of those very materials of the 
universe and the laws that control them.  The One who made everything out 
of nothing has the power to turn something into nothing.  He is also the 
missing ingredient in every scientific theory.  The universe is not simply an 
infinitesimal speck of infinitely dense mass that exploded and then 
coalesced into definable systems by chance, all controlled by impersonal 
forces. 
   
Jesus, this Word, this creative Light, made everything that is.  He is also the 
one who holds everything together. He is “before all things”, and “in him all 
things hold together” (Col 1:17).   
  
Reason #3: Jesus is more powerful than darkness or death. 
And the powers of darkness know this (Matthew 8:29). They know a TIME is 
set for their destruction and for their everlasting consignment to hell.  And 
that their time is short. 
 
The one who sits at the right hand of the Father will someday descend to 
retrieve His own (1 Thessalonians 4:16–17).   
  
How will he do that?  Isn’t there going to be opposition to Him?  You bet.  
Just as there is now.  But some day just as John foresaw in Revelation 19, 
the entire world will see (Revelation 19:11–16).  
 
And the forces of darkness know He is coming.  There is nothing they can do 
to stop Him.  But against the Light the darkness will continue to rage in 
desperation.  Because the forces of darkness know their time is short.   
Revelation 12:12b  Woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has gone 
down to you! He is filled with fury, because he knows that his time is short.”  
The Light will shine and darkness will forever be defeated. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Discussion Questions: 
 
 
• What about the sermon stuck with you this week? What part challenged your 

thinking? 
 

• Does the gospel spread quicker when the church is unencumbered or when the 
church is persecuted? Why? 

 
• Is the spreading darkness of our day unstoppable since it is ultimately 

necessary to fulfil biblical prophecy or is there something that believers could 
do to reverse the spreading darkness in the world? Explain.  

 
• In John 10:30 Jesus plainly claims to be God. Why is this claim met with 

hostility both during Jesus time on earth and in our day today? 
 
• The powers of darkness can’t overpower the Light, because Jesus created the 

powers of darkness.  What is your initial reaction to the statement “Jesus 
created the powers of darkness?” 

 
• Jesus has an appointed time for the destruction of his enemies. Since Jesus 

has the power and authority to destroy them, why wouldn’t he just eradicate 
them now? 

 
• In your own life – when have you seen the LIGHT overcome the darkness? 

 
 

 
 


