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Matthew 24 

The Fig Tree parable contains evidences that we are in the 'Last Days': 

 

 World-wide Wars (Matthew 24:7) 

 

 Matthew 24:6 'wars & rumors of wars, but not yet', contrasted with: 

 Matthew 24:7 'nation will rise against nation, kingdom against kingdom' is 

          the exact phrase used in Jewish literature to denote world-wide war 

 

When we see those wars, the Rabbis say "Listen for the Footsteps of the 

Messiah" 

 

Future to our time, the passage anticipates a Jewish Nation back in a Rebuilt 

Temple: Matthew 24:15 

 

In Matthew 24:32 the Fig Tree is seen by some to represent Israel. 

Others see those words as an illustration of verses 15-30, the 2nd coming is 

imminent 

 

Between the event of World-wide wars, and the Tribulation & Return of Messiah 

is a separate event:  

The Rapture 

Among the evidences for this timing of the Rapture is the timing of 

the Jewish Holy Days in Leviticus 23: 

 

          1. Passover is fulfilled by the Death of Messiah 

          2. Unleavened Bread fulfilled by His Atonement 

          3. First Fruits fulfilled by the Resurrection 

          4. Feast of Weeks fulfilled by the Birth of the Church 

            - - Prophetically, this is where we are in time now - - 

          5. Feast of Trumpets fulfilled by the Rapture 



          6. Yom Kippur fulfilled by Regeneration of Israel & Return of Messiah 

          7. Tabernacles fulfilled by Messiah dwelling among us in Millennium 

 

During Rosh HaShanah-Feast of Trumpets, the Shofar is sounded as an alert 

 

Believers are to be ready for the imminent, any moment Rapture 

of the Church to meet the Messiah in the air 

 

Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed— 

in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will 

sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.  

1 Corinthians 15:51 

 
Discussion Questions: 

 

 What about the sermon stuck with you this week? What part 
challenged your thinking? 

 

 How will the rapture of the church affect the world? Do you believe it 
will be the event that causes the antichrist to rise, or will he already 
be in power when the rapture occurs? 

 

 How is the rapture different than the second coming of Christ? 
 

 What do you say to people who say it’s been 2000 years and Jesus 
isn’t coming back 

 

 What evidences to you see in the world today that biblical prophecy 
is being fulfilled? 

 

 What are some of your biggest questions regarding the rapture?  
 

 
 
 


