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Theme of the Book of Joshua: 
Joshua 1:3 (NKJV) 3 Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given you, as I said to Moses.  

 
Ephesians 1:3 (NKJV) 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places in Christ,  

 
Outline of the Book of Joshua: 
Preparing the Nation—1–5 

• Encouraging the leader—1 

• Spying out the land—2 

• Crossing the river—3–4 

• Affirming the covenant—5 
Defeating the Enemy—6–12 

• The Central campaign—6–9 

• The Southern campaign—10 

• The Northern campaign—11 

• Summary of the victories—12 
Claiming the Inheritance—13–22 

• Territory assigned to the tribes—13–19 

• Cities of refuge set apart—20 

• Cities for the Levites identified—21 

• Border tribes sent home—22 
Renewing the Covenant—23–24 

• Joshua’s final message to the leaders—23 

• Joshua’s final message to the nation—24 
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Cities of Joshua’s Conquest 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Kings Conquered 
Joshua 12:7 And these are the kings of the country which Joshua and the children of Israel conquered on 
this side of the Jordan, on the west, from Baal Gad in the Valley of Lebanon as far as Mount Halak and 
the ascent to Seir, which Joshua gave to the tribes of Israel as a possession according to their divisions,  
Joshua 12:8 in the mountain country, in the lowlands, in the Jordan plain, in the slopes, in the 
wilderness, and in the South—the Hittites, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and 
the Jebusites:  
 
Joshua 12:9 the king of Jericho, one; the king of Ai, which is beside Bethel, one;  
Joshua 12:10 the king of Jerusalem, one; the king of Hebron, one;  
Joshua 12:11 the king of Jarmuth, one; the king of Lachish, one;  
Joshua 12:12 the king of Eglon, one; the king of Gezer, one;  
Joshua 12:13 the king of Debir, one; the king of Geder, one;  
Joshua 12:14 the king of Hormah, one; the king of Arad, one;  
Joshua 12:15 the king of Libnah, one; the king of Adullam, one;  
Joshua 12:16 the king of Makkedah, one; the king of Bethel, one;  
Joshua 12:17 the king of Tappuah, one; the king of Hepher, one;  
Joshua 12:18 the king of Aphek, one; the king of Lasharon, one;  
Joshua 12:19 the king of Madon, one; the king of Hazor, one;  
Joshua 12:20 the king of Shimron Meron, one; the king of Achshaph, one;  
Joshua 12:21 the king of Taanach, one; the king of Megiddo, one;  
Joshua 12:22 the king of Kedesh, one; the king of Jokneam in Carmel, one;  
Joshua 12:23 the king of Dor in the heights of Dor, one; the king of the people of Gilgal, one;  
Joshua 12:24 the king of Tirzah, one—all the kings, thirty-one.  



Joshua 1 
Joshua 1:1-18 
 
Let’s read our passage as we start this new and exciting book: 

Joshua 1:1–9 (NKJV) 1 After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, it came to pass that the 
LORD spoke to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ assistant, saying: 2 “Moses My servant is dead. 
Now therefore, arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this people, to the land which I am giving 
to them—the children of Israel. 3 Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have 
given you, as I said to Moses. 4 From the wilderness and this Lebanon as far as the great river, 
the River Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and to the Great Sea toward the going down of 
the sun, shall be your territory. 5 No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your 
life; as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave you nor forsake you. 6 Be strong 
and of good courage, for to this people you shall divide as an inheritance the land which I swore 
to their fathers to give them. 7 Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do 
according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the 
right hand or to the left, that you may prosper wherever you go. 8 This Book of the Law shall not 
depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do 
according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you 
will have good success. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be 
afraid, nor be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.”  
 
The Theme of the Book of Joshua 
The theme of this book, the theme of these 24 chapters, the theme of Joshua’s life, and the theme for your life 
today…. 
Joshua 1:3 (NKJV) 3 Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given you, as I said to Moses.  

 
Look at the Map 
Look at the map of the land that is being given, and God is saying every step is yours already, I have given it to you 
already. 
 
Sound Familiar – Every Spiritual Blessing 
Does this sound familiar?  It sound just like Ephesians 1:3, which is the promise of God to us His children, to give us 
the abundant life that is not just promised to us, but desired for us.  Why do I say it like that, is that although it is 
promised to us, it is given to us already, but it is not yours until you possess it. 
Ephesians 1:3 (NKJV) 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places in Christ,  

 
The Zoe Life – the Abundant Life 
How fitting for us coming off of our study through the Book of John, as God’s desire for us is to have the “zoe” life, 
which is the abundant life, the God life, the life that Jesus lived when He walked this earth, and it is the life the 
apostles will live in the Book of Acts.  God wants us to have a life beyond the life this world can offer us, He wants 
us to have and live this abundant God-Life, receiving all His spiritual blessings right now, today, not tomorrow, not 
next year, not a decade from now, and surely not waiting until we die and go to heaven, but today!  Jesus did not 
come to just save us, but that after salvation we may live an abundant life! 
John 10:10 (NKJV) 10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life (zoe), and that they 
may have it more abundantly.  
 
John 20:30–31 (NKJV) 30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these are 
written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life (zoe) in His name.  

 
 



The Victorious Christian Life / Do You Want the Victorious Christian Life – The God Life 
God wants us living the victorious Christian life today!  Joshua will be a book of war, a book of battles, a book of 
taking ground, a book of God leading them and bring them into victory.  Do you want to live the victorious 
Christian life?  Do you want to live the abundant life that God desires for you today, right now, this very moment?  
You can leave here today by taking that first step that says “yes Lord let’s do this”. 
 
Joshua – Written as Examples (Romans 15 & 1st Corinthians 10) 
We are told in Romans 15, 1st Corinthians 10, the things that were written are written for our examples, 
admonition, and we can gather real life experiences, real life pictures that we can apply to our life here today.  The 
Book of Joshua is a book written for us to see how we can claim our spiritual inheritance, how we can live the 
victorious Christian life,  
Romans 15:4 (NKJV) 4 For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the 
Scriptures might have hope.  
 
1 Corinthians 10:11 (NKJV) 11 Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for our admonition, upon whom the 
ends of the ages have come.  

 
Do You want the Victorious Christian Life 
Do you want the victorious Christian life, the spirit-filled, spirit-lead, victorious, abundant, zoe life?  God wants to 
give it to you, and he has written and preserved this Book of Joshua to show us how to have it and live it. 
 
4 Keys to Victorious Christian Life 
So we start with 4 keys, right here in our first 9 verses 

1. The Dependency of the Flesh must Die (1:1) 
2. We must Remember the Lord never Fails (1:5) 
3. The Word of God – (The Key to Prosperity) - (1:6-8) 
4. Be Strong & Courageous – (The Promised Land is no Place for Cowards) - (1:9) 

 

The 1st Key to the Victorious Christian Life - The Dependency of the Flesh Must Die (1:1) 
Joshua 1:1 After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, it came to pass that the LORD spoke to Joshua the 
son of Nun, Moses’ assistant, saying:  
Joshua 1:2 “Moses My servant is dead. Now therefore, arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this people, to the 
land which I am giving to them—the children of Israel.  
 
Book Joshua Begins with Death 
Joshua, Chapter 1, Verse 1. The Book of Joshua begins with death; and we read: "After the death of Moses the 
LORD's servant, the LORD spoke to Joshua." The Book of Joshua, a tremendous and fascinating book. The children 
of Israel have left Egypt, they've been in the wilderness, wandering for 40 years, and now it's time to enter into the 
Promised Land, and it doesn't happen until Moses dies and then the leadership passed on to Joshua. 
 
Book of Joshua – Illustrates the Victorious Christian Life 
This Book of Joshua, just a tremendous book illustrating the victorious Christian life. The life of overcoming, the life 
of battles, the life of winning battles, and it's a picture of the life that is spirit-filled and led by the spirit.  
Romans 15:4 (NKJV) 4 For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the 
Scriptures might have hope.  
 
1 Corinthians 10:11 (NKJV) 11 Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for our admonition, upon whom the 
ends of the ages have come.  
 

Joshua – Jesus / After Law Giver is Dead / Law – Man’s ability to Keep the Commandments / Spirit Leads In 
Joshua is the Old Testament name for the New Testament name of Jesus; and here we see, picture immediately, is 
Jesus, Joshua, leading the Children of Israel into the Promised Land; but not until the one who represented the law, 
Moses, died. The law was based on our (man’s) ability to keep the covenant between us and God, which we failed 
miserably; and hence why God, in His illustration of the Book of Joshua, does not allow for Moses, the law, the one 



based on man's ability to keep the commandments of God, to be the performer, to take them into the Promised 
Land, but Joshua (a picture and type of Jesus). 
  
Only Jesus lead Us into Victory – Law Can’t / Promise Land is not Heaven (no wars in Heaven) 
It has to be the one that came after the law, the one who fulfilled the law, Jesus Christ, and the one then who can 
lead us into the victorious Christian life. There's a great misconception that the Promised Land is an illustration of 
Heaven. It's not. It's an illustration and a type of us living the victorious Christian life here, in the life that we live 
here on this earth today. One of the main points to make is, there will be no more battles in Heaven, and it will be 
over. We won't fight against the giants of the land, we won't fight against our flesh, we won't have those type of 
battles anymore when we enter into Heaven, where you will be gone of the world, our flesh will no longer be 
pulling upon us, and the Devil will be dealt with, hence he will be cast into the bottomless pit; so the Promised 
Land is not a picture of Heaven, it's a picture of our lives today. 
 
I Only Have 1 Life to Live – Want to Live Pleasing to the Lord / Take a Life Surrendered 
I only have one life to live, and I want to live a life that is totally pleasing, and dedicated, and separated unto the 
Lord. I want to live a life that's in God's will, completely and fully; but what that will take to live in God's will, will 
take absolute, total surrender. To live in God's will, to live this abundant life that we studied through in the Book of 
John, the God life, the life that Jesus lived, the life that's beyond this life that this world has to offer, it will come 
with a price, and that price will be: I have to surrender completely to the Lord, I have to die to myself, I have to die 
to my wants and my requirements, and trust in Him fully and completely. 
 
Hence – Book starts with Death / Moses was Israel’s Sufficiency  
That's why we see the beginning of the Book of Joshua begins with a death, and it's the death of Moses, and it 
could be a picture, as we look into this, of Moses, was who the Children of Israel were totally self-reliant upon. 
That was their sufficiency, it was in Moses.  THEY HAD BECOME CONTENT IN LIVING ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE 
PROMISE LAND, THEY WOULD RATHER LIVE WITH LESS THAN GOD HAD FOR THEM THAN GO FIGHT THE GIANTS OF 
THE PROMISED LAND. 

• Every battle that they faced, they looked to Moses, is his arms raised, and if they are, then we will have 
victory, or his arms down, then we will have defeat,  

• Every path that they took was "Moses, where are we going?"  They didn't have to decide where they were 
going, they looked to Moses,  

• Every drink that they would take, they looked to Moses, because it was Moses who sought the Lord, and 
struck the rock, and brought forth water from the rock, which is a picture of Jesus Christ, but it was Moses 
who they looked to, who struck the rock, and the water came for them to drink,  

• Every food, and every bite of food that they would have, they looked to Moses, because it was Moses 
who sought the Lord, and it was the manna that came down after Moses and his praying and interceding 
on their behalf,  

• Every word from God - what does God think, and what does God want? What are His ways, what are His 
commandments, and His wills? They looked to Moses, who was the law-giver, and say this, "Thus says the 
Lord," and he would present that. It was Moses who went into the Tabernacle on their spiritual 
intercession for them, and so everything in their life that they had, it was looking to Moses. 

 
Deut 34 / Now He is Dead – They Weep 30 Days / It is a New Beginning – No More Dependency / Look to God 
Let’s Read Deuteronomy 34.  So, now Moses is dead, their all sufficiency, their dependency in the flesh (of the 
flesh) is now dead, it's a whole new beginning for them, and we read in Deuteronomy 34 that they wept for 30 
days. I don't believe this was a traditional customary 30 days. I believe they're weeping for 30 days, because for 40 
years, their all sufficiency, their leader, the one who everything that they needed and looked for in their life, they 
looked to Moses, and it was brought forth by Moses, and now he's dead, and they will have to begin a new 
beginning; and so we see the picture starting to weave for us. We have to die, to die to the self and the self-
sufficiency, whether the self-sufficiencies in ourselves, or looking to other people, they have to die if we're going to 
have this great Christian abundant life. We have to let them die, and they won't die easy, and we'll weep over 
them sometime. 



Deuteronomy 34:1–12 (NKJV) 1 Then Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, which is across from Jericho. 
And the LORD showed him all the land of Gilead as far as Dan, 2 all Naphtali and the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far 
as the Western Sea, 3 the South, and the plain of the Valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees, as far as Zoar. 4 Then the LORD said to him, “This is 
the land of which I swore to give Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to your descendants.’ I have caused you to see it with your 
eyes, but you shall not cross over there.” 5 So Moses the servant of the LORD died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the LORD. 6 
And He buried him in a valley in the land of Moab, opposite Beth Peor; but no one knows his grave to this day. 7 Moses was one hundred and 
twenty years old when he died. His eyes were not dim nor his natural vigor diminished. 8 And the children of Israel wept for Moses in the plains 
of Moab thirty days. So the days of weeping and mourning for Moses ended. 9 Now Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, for 
Moses had laid his hands on him; so the children of Israel heeded him, and did as the LORD had commanded Moses. 10 But since then there has 
not arisen in Israel a prophet like Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face, 11 in all the signs and wonders which the LORD sent him to do in the 
land of Egypt, before Pharaoh, before all his servants, and in all his land, 12 and by all that mighty power and all the great terror which Moses 
performed in the sight of all Israel.  

 
It can Be Uncomfortable / Now Live a Life of Faith 
It will make us uncomfortable because it's not the life of faith, it was the life of flesh, looking to the flesh for the 
fulfillment, and the sufficiency; but now, in the Book of Joshua, it gives us the picture, are greater than Joshua, 
Jesus leads us, and He leads us into a Promised Land, and there will be battles, there will be highs, there will be 
lows, but it will be looking to the spirit, it will be a spirit-filled life, it will be a life of faith, and the first thing we'll 
read in our study beginning next week will be the faith to cross over the Jordan River, as they'll have to set their 
foot upon the water, and the waters will part for them to enter into the crossing of the Jordan River. That's going 
to be in Joshua, Chapter 3.  They crossed Red Sea, by Charlton Heston, I mean Moses, lifting his staff, but now God 
will say to them, you step first, you take the step of faith, and step out into the Jordon and I will respond to your 
faith and part the water. 
 
Imagine 40 Years Looking at River – But Never Crossing / Knowing what there – Never Taking 
Just imagine these Children of Israel that we were talking about. For 40 years, they've wandered the wilderness. 
For 40 years, they've come close to the river, that Jordan River, to cross over into the land that was promised them 

• that it would flow with milk and honey,  

• the land that they would possess homes that they didn't build,  

• and drink from wells that they didn't dig.  
For 40 years, they would come close, but never be able to enter.  Imagine being sitting there and looking over 
that river, saying, "There is that Promised Land that I want, and there's that place that I desire and strive to 
enter in; but not now, I can't," and I think what a picture of us, so many times, we'd look, and we see 
someone who is living that life, or we read it here in the Scriptures of somebody who has entered into that 
life, that promised life, that place where we drink of the rivers of living water from wells that we didn't dig.  
They live in the Tabernacle of God and the home that we didn't build, where His presence dwells, and we long 
for that.  

 
How we Come Close to the Waters – Don’t Cross / Lack of Faith – Unwilling to Surrender 
We desire that, we want that, and yet we come so close and we come to the edges of the waters so many times, 
and we just don't enter in, we don't cross over, be it whatever the reason.  

• Sometimes it's the lack of our faith,  

• sometimes it's not the willing to trust in the Lord,  

• sometimes it's just the unwillingness to surrender our life and count all the costs that it would take to 
enter in where God says, "You can cross, but this has to stay over on this side of the river. You can't bring 
that into the Promised Land because there's no place for it," and then we sit and we decide, "Is this worth 
it?" 

 
ALL – There is no Greater Place than in Will of God 
To which I will say, for all of us, there is no greater place than living in God's will. There's no higher place to live 
than living God's will, and whatever we'd be asked and required to separate and surrender and to leave on this 
side of the river, it will be worth it when we cross over, and we enter in and we see, oh, what I was missing for 40 
years, for 40 weeks, for 40 months, or 40 days. Oh, I wish I had came sooner; and so the Book of Joshua, the 
picture in the story of how to cross that to leave the old self-sufficient life behind and to live and step into a life 



fully surrendered unto the Lord and seeking Him for all sufficiency, trusting His will is perfect and His ways are 
perfect. 
 
So First Thing – Death of Dependency / John 21 – Love Me More than These / No Apostle say Wasn’t Worth It 
The first thing we see before we can cross over, before the Children of Israel could cross over, was the death of the 
self-sufficiency of/in the flesh, of all that they trusted in, all the things of this earth that they looked to for food, 
substance, provisions. Moses had to die before they could enter in, and so too we have to say, "All my self-
sufficiency, great strengths," and what a perfect tie-in from John 21 where we ended. "Peter, do you love me more 
than these? Do you love me more than the things you're an expert in? Do you love me more, the things that is your 
strength? Do you love me more than these that you will follow me, at whatever price?"  That price that Peter and 
the other apostles were willing to pay, not one of them would tell us today it wasn't worth it. They'd say it was 
worth it even to the point that everyone would lay their life down, because when they crossed into the Promised 
Land, left their self-sufficiency, left their ways of working, and fully trusted the spirit-filled, spirit-lead life, there 
was no turning back, and they had no desire to turn back, and neither will we. 
John 21:15 (NKJV) 15 So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me more than these?” He 
said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Feed My lambs.”  

 
Death to trusting Flesh – First Step to Trusting Spirit Led Life 
The death to trusting in the flesh is the first step, the prerequisite, before we will trust the life that is Spirit led.  
When we recognize, those things as good as they may be, simply pale in comparison to the actual touch of the 
Master, the leading and guiding of God in our lives over all other things in the flesh. 
 
The Instrument - Stradivarius 
I'm reminded of the story of the Stradivarius and the violinist. He was a great violinist, the greatest of his time, and 
this is a true story. He played on the Stradivarius, which is known as the greatest violin ever created by its creator. 
The way that he would cure the wood, cut the wood, polish the wood, and the way he would shape the wood, the 
way he would piece it together, and then the way he would string it, there was no violin then or ever today that 
can compare to the Stradivarius, even with all of our today's technology. The greatest violin ever made. There was 
the violinist, he was the greatest violinist of his day, and he would play that violin with that Stradivarius, and 
people would come for miles and people would be wowed and mesmerized by it. 

He soon noticed that at the end of his concert people would be praising his name and the wondrous skill 
that he had, but then he would also hear people would be continually talking about, "Oh, the instrument in his 
hand, the violin, that Stradivarius, the great Stradivarius," and everywhere he'd go he would hear more and equally 
the Stradivarius than his own name and his own claim to that fame. Became such a point that he became 
discouraged and overcome by the people were praising the Stradivarius more than him, looking to the Stradivarius, 
coming to hear the Stradivarius more than to hear him; and so one concert he performed, and everybody clapped 
and cheered and stood up and gave a standing ovation, and equal praise is going to him and the Stradivarius.  
 To which he took the Stradivarius and threw it on the ground, smashed it into a hundred pieces to the 
shock of the crowd and to the silencing of the crowd. They all looked, "What just happened? What did you just do? 
The greatest violin ever made, you ruined it." Then he walked over to his bench, and there sat another violin case 
to which he opened, and he pulled out, he held up to the crowd, and says, "This is the Stradivarius. What I played 
for you tonight was a $20 violin," and so it can be like us so many times we're looking at this instrument in our life, 
this thing that we depend on and people and ourselves can think are so wonderful, and we're missing the master 
violinist who holds that instrument, the one who can play the instrument regardless of the quality and the price of 
the instrument; but we can look to the instrument as our sufficiency. 
  
Another Story – The Touch of the Masters Hand  
Twas battered and scarred, and the auctioneer 
 thought it scarcely worth his while to waste much time on the old violin, 
 but held it up with a smile; "What am I bidden, good folks," he cried, 
 "Who'll start the bidding for me?" "A dollar, a dollar"; then two!" "Only 
 two? Two dollars, and who'll make it three? Three dollars, once; three 
 dollars twice; going for three.." But no, from the room, far back, a 



 gray-haired man came forward and picked up the bow; Then, wiping the dust 
 from the old violin, and tightening the loose strings, he played a melody 
 pure and sweet as caroling angel sings. 
 
 The music ceased, and the auctioneer, with a voice that was quiet and low, 
 said; "What am I bid for the old violin?" And he held it up with the bow. 
 A thousand dollars, and who'll make it two? Two thousand! And who'll make 
 it three? Three thousand, once, three thousand, twice, and going and 
 gone," said he. The people cheered, but some of them cried, "We do not 
 quite understnad what changed its worth." Swift came the reply: "The touch 
 of a master's hand." 
 
 And many a man with life out of tune, and battered and scarred with sin, 
 Is auctioned cheap to the thoughtless crowd, much like the old violin, A 
 "mess of pottage," a glass of wine; a game - and he travels on. "He is 
 going" once, and "going twice, He's going and almost gone." But the Master 
 comes, and the foolish crowd never can quite understand the worth of a soul 
 and the change that's wrought by the touch of the Master's hand. 
 
Myra 'Brooks' Welch 
 
We Look at our Gifts – God says Just Put Yourself in My Hands (the Master Violinist) 
We look at the things of this world, our jobs, our education, our charm, our intellect, our personality, that's it's 
going to lead us and get us through and take us to these places that we want to be, whereas God says, "I'm the 
master violinist. Give Me your life as an instrument, and watch what I can do with your life in My hands." It's not 
about the instrument, it's about the master who plays the instrument, and God says, "Let Me have My way with 
you, and I will make a beautiful life, and I will make a beautiful song with your life." 
  
I Want More – Not Satisfied / Not Attained – What Obtained For 
For us, as the children of Israel, as we stand looking over and we want more, and that's my thing. I always want 
more. As the Apostle Paul would say, I have not yet attained what I've been obtained for. I want to reach higher, 
the high calling of God, and regardless of where you're at, how long you've been walking with the Lord, what great 
heights you've scaled, I will tell you this. I know there's more, and I know there's greater heights to be had, and I 
know it's easy to reach a height and then become self-sufficient in ourself and our place, whereas God says, "Let 
Me take you higher," and may we have a heart's desire to go higher and higher. 
Philippians 3:12–14 (NKJV) 12 Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which 
Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. 13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which 
are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, 14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ 
Jesus.  

 

The 2nd Key to the Victorious Christian Life - We Must Remember the Lord Never Fails (1:5) 
Joshua 1:3 Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given you, as I said to Moses.  
Joshua 1:4 From the wilderness and this Lebanon as far as the great river, the River Euphrates, all the land of the 
Hittites, and to the Great Sea toward the going down of the sun, shall be your territory.  
Joshua 1:5 No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life; as I was with Moses, so I will be 
with you. I will not leave you nor forsake you.  
 
Moses “My Servant” / Oh to Hear those Words 
The lord says my servant Moses is dead. May the lord speak that to my children, to my friends and family who 
know me, that he would speak to their heart when I leave this earth. That they will say that God will say that Ray, 
my servant. May that be your heart and desire to be known as the servant of God. 
 
 



Promised and Given – But still has to Be Taken 
This Promised Land was promised to Abraham and his seed. The land has already been given God said. God says 
He'll send hornets to drive out the inhabitants. He says there's still strongholds but they have been torn down. 
There's still battles but I have given you the victory. All the things God has promised, the sovereignty of God and 
the promise that He gives us, but we still have to enter in and take it. We partner, we are part of this.  
Joshua 24:11–13 (NKJV) 11 Then you went over the Jordan and came to Jericho. And the men of Jericho fought against you—also the Amorites, 
the Perizzites, the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Girgashites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. But I delivered them into your hand. 12 I sent the hornet 
before you which drove them out from before you, also the two kings of the Amorites, but not with your sword or with your bow. 13 I have given 
you a land for which you did not labor, and cities which you did not build, and you dwell in them; you eat of the vineyards and olive groves which 
you did not plant.’  

  
Sole – Not Tippy Toes 
Verse 3 - Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given you,- And as the scripture says every 
sole, not the ball of your foot, don't tippy toe around this. Put your foot down solid because your putting it on solid 
ground, you can rest on it because his presence is there. 
 
Right From Beginning – The Impossible 
Right from the beginning, to tell Joshua your going to cross over the Jordan, that's going to take a miracle in that, 
how do you get 3 million people over the Patapsco river. We'd be looking at it and going, how in the world do we 
get there. So right from the beginning it's an impossible feat apart from god and his intervention, in his supply. 
 
What is Impossible Feat to you Today / Victory to be Had – For He is With You 
What is impossible in your life that you think you can't overcome, the Lord says I've given it to you, every place you 
will were willing to place your foot, I've given it to you and the key here is because of his presence, because He 
never leaves us nor forsakes us and where his presence is, is always victory. 
 
2nd Thing for Victory 
So the second thing we see for the victorious Christian life, is first the death to dependency in the flesh, self-
sufficiency, and now knowing that God is walking with us in the battle, our greater than Joshua, Jesus, is with us. 
 
Never Leave You - Never Fail You 
Sound familiar?  The words of our Lord Jesus, our greater than Joshua.  All we will read are pictures and types of 
Jesus never failing us. 
Hebrews 13:5–6 (NKJV) 5 Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. For He Himself has said, “I will 
never leave you nor forsake you.” 6 So we may boldly say: “The LORD is my helper; I will not fear. What can man do to me?”  
 
Matthew 28:20 (NKJV) 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 
age.” Amen.  

 
God did not Fail – 31 Kings/Countries Conquered 
God did not fail, not one word, and 31 kings and countries were conquered! 
Joshua 12:7 And these are the kings of the country which Joshua and the children of Israel conquered on this side of the Jordan, on the west, 
from Baal Gad in the Valley of Lebanon as far as Mount Halak and the ascent to Seir, which Joshua gave to the tribes of Israel as a possession 
according to their divisions,  
Joshua 12:8 in the mountain country, in the lowlands, in the Jordan plain, in the slopes, in the wilderness, and in the South—the Hittites, the 
Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites:  
 
Joshua 12:9 the king of Jericho, one; the king of Ai, which is beside Bethel, one;  
Joshua 12:10 the king of Jerusalem, one; the king of Hebron, one;  
Joshua 12:11 the king of Jarmuth, one; the king of Lachish, one;  
Joshua 12:12 the king of Eglon, one; the king of Gezer, one;  
Joshua 12:13 the king of Debir, one; the king of Geder, one;  
Joshua 12:14 the king of Hormah, one; the king of Arad, one;  
Joshua 12:15 the king of Libnah, one; the king of Adullam, one;  
Joshua 12:16 the king of Makkedah, one; the king of Bethel, one;  
Joshua 12:17 the king of Tappuah, one; the king of Hepher, one;  
Joshua 12:18 the king of Aphek, one; the king of Lasharon, one;  
Joshua 12:19 the king of Madon, one; the king of Hazor, one;  



Joshua 12:20 the king of Shimron Meron, one; the king of Achshaph, one;  
Joshua 12:21 the king of Taanach, one; the king of Megiddo, one;  
Joshua 12:22 the king of Kedesh, one; the king of Jokneam in Carmel, one;  
Joshua 12:23 the king of Dor in the heights of Dor, one; the king of the people of Gilgal, one;  
Joshua 12:24 the king of Tirzah, one—all the kings, thirty-one. 

 
What is Impossible Feat to you Today / Victory to be Had – For He is With You 
What is impossible in your life that you think you can't overcome, the Lord says I've given it to you, every place you 
will were willing to place your foot, I've given it to you and the key here is because of his presence, because He 
never leaves us nor forsakes us and where his presence is, is always victory. 

• An addiction 

• Depression 

• Ability to love your spouse as Christ loves the church 

• Anger – Bitterness – Resentment -  
 
No one or Thing – Will hold Ground Against You 
Verse 5 - No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life;  Will (not) be able to defeat translates 
the verb “hold one’s ground, oppose, withstand.” 
 
Not Leave is Word – Not Fail 
Verse 5 - so I will be with you. I will not leave you nor forsake you - The Hebrew uses two synonymous verbs, “to 
fail, let go,” and “to abandon, forsake”.  God will not fail!  If you have the KJV translation, it says “I will not fail you, 
nor forsake you”.  They are both correct translations because you end at the same place no matter how you look 
it; you cannot fail because God is with you, or, when God is with you how could you ever fail.  How many believe 
that God is with them?  Now ask yourself, how many believe they can fail if they surrender their lives to God and 
say you lead the way? 
 
What is Impossible Feat to you Today / Victory to be Had – For He is With You 
What is impossible in your life that you think you can't overcome, the Lord says I've given it to you, every place you 
will were willing to place your foot, I've given it to you and the key here is because of his presence, because He 
never leaves us nor forsakes us and where his presence is, is always victory. 

 

The 3rd Key to the Victorious Christian Life – Is the Word of God (the Key to Prosperity) - (1:6-8) 

Joshua 1:6 Be strong and of good courage, for to this people you shall divide as an inheritance the land which I 
swore to their fathers to give them.  
 
God of Encouragement / Grand Purpose in Dealing with Him – that we May Know Him 
He is the God of all encouragement.  His grand purpose of all His dealings with us is that we may come to know 
Him.  (John 17:3). 
John 17:3 (NKJV) 3 And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.  

 
Only the Weak/Fearful Need Encouraging / If I was Fighting Mike Tyson 
Now as we see the Lord, He's encouraging Joshua, he's speaking to Joshua. You know who you encourage? You 
know who you strengthen? It's those who are weak. There's no need to go encourage and strengthen those who 
are strong. If I was to fight Mike Tyson today, or whoever the greatest boxer is today, as I haven't followed the 
sport in so long, regardless, even at Mike Tyson's age and my age, you wouldn't go up to Mike Tyson and say to 
Mike Tyson before the fight with me, "Mike, be of good courage. Be strong. You can take him." That's laughable. 
You would be coming to me, "Ray, it's nice to know you." No, no. "Ray, be strong, be courageous. You've entered 
into this fight, now fight with all your heart. Fight with everything that you've got. Fight, Ray, that you might win, 
and I'm with you. I'm going to be in your side and in your corner," so the Lord, he's encouraging Joshua for the 24 
chapters that he has ahead of him; and Joshua, as we read for these 24 chapters to come, he will be strong. He will 
be courageous. He will be victorious, and he will overcome. He will defeat the giants. He will take the Promised 



Land. He will lead others into the Promised Land; and so here we begin this book with God encouraging him and 
strengthening him, "Be of good courage. Be strong and courageous." 
 
Some People Too Strong/Courageous in Self – God can’t Use Them 
Some men/women are too strong and too courageous and they're not the people that God is looking for to lead 
because they lead in their own self sufficiency, and self-will, and self-evaluation of being more than they really are. 
God is looking for the weak so that he may show himself strong. 
 
Joshua 1:7 Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do according to all the law which 
Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper 
wherever you go.  
Joshua 1:8 This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, 
that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, 
and then you will have good success.  
 
The Key to Prosperity 
Verses 7 + 8: the key to prosperity 
 
1st – Moses is Dead it is All on You Joshua / Parents – God is Calling you to Lead 
The third thing we see, first is the death of Moses; even Joshua, he was his servant, Joshua was Moses' servant, but 
Moses was still the leader, and Joshua didn't have to look and depend on the Lord. Joshua turned and looked to 
Moses, and now Joshua, it's all on you. You're the leader, dad. You're the leader, mom. This is your ministry, John. 
This is your responsibility now, Karen and Sam. I'm calling you to this. Your leader before you is gone, and now I'm 
looking to you to be the leader of these people that I've called you to be, and after death, we see what the Lord 
gives Joshua as encouragement, as command. 
 
2nd - But I Am With You 
Secondly, know that I am with you and will never fail you. 
 
Prosperity is a Straight Line 
"Joshua, meditate on this Word, and do not depart from it to the left or right." This is the great command for 
Joshua, and it's the proof and illustration for us, the victorious Christian life comes through this Word, and not 
deviating from the left or right. Not joining the ultra-conservative, not joining the liberals in their watering down of 
it. Just right dead on, plumb bob, for the building, a straight wall goes up, the straight line is walked, and prosperity 
comes one way, spiritual prosperity. That's what blessing means. Spiritual prosperity. It comes one way, and it's a 
straight line; and the straight line, the path, it's the Word. 
 
Merchant Captain 
One of the world's most famous merchant captains died, having long been admired by his crew and fellow officers. 
They remained puzzled, however, over a strange ritual he performed daily.  While at sea he would lock himself in 
his cabin and open a small safe, take out an envelope with a note inside, and read it. After locking the paper back 
in the safe, he would return to his duties.  For years this went on, and his crew became very curious. Was it a 
treasure map? Was it a letter from a long lost love? Everyone speculated about the contents of the strange 
envelope.  After laying the captain's body to rest, the first mate led the entire crew back to the ship and into the 
captain's quarters. He opened the safe, got the envelope, and read the words aloud to an astonished crew: 
 
"Port: Left; Starboard: Right." 
 
Word is a Lamp / Go where the Word is Pointing 
Psalm 119:105, "Your word is a lamp unto my feet." Straight line. Where's the Word? Where's the lamp? Where's 
the light, how is it pointing? That's the path that we take. "Joshua, be strong. Be courageous, and here's how you 
do it. Do not deviate from my Word that I give you. Let my Word lead you, guide you, and you will walk into 
victory. You will walk into the spiritual, abundant life. You will live that zoe abundant life that was promised to us 



there in the Book of John, Chapter 20." I've written this so that you might believe, and by believing that you might 
have a life, not just an eternal life, but that abundant life, the spirit life, the God life, the life that Jesus lived, the 
life that his disciples and followers lived, by following Him and his word. 
Psalm 119:105 (NKJV) 105 Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path.  

   
Left/Right – Not Legalism nor Liberalism 
Verse 8 says that you are to recite it day and night, not underline it day and night.   In verse 7, "Do not turn from it 
to the right or to the left," and the there is a danger for us. The right, the extreme position of crunching every last 
word that we use it as a hammer to live a burdensome life and using it to critique everyone else's life and it 
becomes rather than the guide that it's supposed to be, it becomes a slave that we live in. Then there's the left 
where we have this liberal feeling, this free feeling and it's like, "I know this is what the word says, but I'm free to 
interpret it into my own interpretation," and that's not what the Lord is saying, don't veer to the left into that, 
don't veer into the right of that. Stay straight on it and you will have your spiritual prosperity and blessing.  
 
Meditate on the Word / Moses did not Do One Miracle – He did What God Spoke to him 
So the third thing after the death of Moses, that Joshua was told was to meditate on the word and what we see is 
that God is replacing one sufficiency with another sufficiency, but this sufficiency is the greatest sufficiency 
because it's the word of God. Moses didn't provide one piece of manna, God spoke. Moses didn't provide one drop 
of water, God spoke and told him what to do, "Strike the rock." Moses didn't win one battle, God won them all. 
Everything, the word, the way, the commands, the tabernacle, the holy place; it was God speaking to Moses, 
telling him what to do. Now God is speaking very clearly to Joshua, "I'm speaking to you through this word. 
Meditate on it, don't deviate from it, nor to the left or the right. Stay straight path on it and you will lead your 
people into the Promised Land and you will have victory there in that promised land."  
 
Psalm 138:2 – His Word Above His Name 
In Psalm 138, verse 2, God says that he exalts his word above his name, and that's an amazing statement that's 
being made there. Because I know that the name of Jesus, every knee will bow and every tongue will confess, but 
you know what? That's not until heaven. When all of humanity at last breath will stand before the Lord and give an 
account of what they did with Jesus Christ, and every man regardless, whether they received him or not will bow 
their knee and acknowledge him as Lord. But here on this earth today, there's many a people, many a ministries, 
so-called ministries, use the name of God, use the name of Jesus, draw people in, build buildings, great followings, 
television, books; and all those things, but they don't exalt his word, and so we lie in wondering what is it. But I 
know this and I know it based on this word right here, Psalm 138, verse 2. You'll know the real deal and you know 
who's living and you know who's following based on what they do with the word, living it and applying it.  
Psalm 138:2 (NKJV) 2 I will worship toward Your holy temple, And praise Your name For Your lovingkindness and Your truth; For You have 
magnified Your word above all Your name.  

 
Don’t Just Underline It 
This word and the power of it, may we live on it. So many times we come across a word of God, a promise of God, 
a calling of God, a direction of God and we are moved by it and we're overcome by it and we think it's great. What 
do we do? We highlight it, we underline it in our bible and God says, "I want you to do more than underline it. I 
want you to do more than to say 'I agree with what this word is.' I want you go out and live it now, I want you to do 
it. I want it to become part of your very being, not just something you're going to contemplate and share and 
repeat and cite to others, but you're going to take and say 'I want this and I want to live and I want to live it now, 
and then apply it to my life today, not think about it and apply it tomorrow, but think and apply it today, right 
now.'" This is what the Lord is saying to Joshua. Don't veer to the left or right, don't underline it either, live it now 
and you will have the spiritual prosperity.  
 
Camden in NICU 
I reflected on my son Camden, born 5 weeks early, spent the first 2 weeks in the NICU on a ventilator because his 
lungs were not developed and he could not breath on his own.  I remember even then watching his chest heave up 
and down as he would gasp for air.  He was so hard to watch, and so hard to leave that hospital every night, and so 
hard to have to wait until visiting hours in the morning so I could see him again.  But oh I remember the peace God 



gave me the first morning, He spoke so clearly to me, “the Lord giveth, and the Lord taketh away, blessed be the 
name of the Lord”.  To which an immediate peace flooded over me, it wasn’t just a Bible verse I had underlined, 
but was know the breath of God upon me, as I knew He held my son in His hands, and whatever He decided, I 
knew He had decided, and if my son was to pass into heaven I knew he would be in the arms of Jesus and I would 
see him again when God called me home, and if the Lord would decide to keep him here, then I would see him 
again.  No matter what, I knew I would see him.  A verse I had underlined, became a verse I stood on.  And I, and 
many of you, have so many more stories such as these to tell.  I love fellowshipping and hearing about them, 
became they strengthen me and encourage me, so tell them to others the great things God does in accordance to 
his word. 
Job 1:21 (NKJV) 21 And he said: “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, And naked shall I return there. The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken 
away; Blessed be the name of the LORD.”  

 
How Often People want More than a Bible Verse 
How many times people, even Christians, having an issue or problem in their life, seeking counsel and then they 
come and you give them the word of God and they go, are you serious, that's what you got. I need more than that. 
And I'm just amazed because here's the word of God, spoken from God, the very voice of God, here in our very 
hands to lead us and guide us for every step and every place we put our souls. Here's a word of God that can lead 
us and guide us, and I can tell you this, whatever your situation, whatever the circumstance, there is an applicable 
word in this bible for you. But how many times people are like, I don't want that. I need advice. To which I stand in 
amazement that, why would anyone want the opinion of man, who in themselves are still trying to figure it out 
themselves. They don't have the answers, they might act like they do and say that they do, but there's only one 
true and perfect answer and it's in the scriptures, and that's what we seek.  
  
Word should not Depart from Mouth – All we Say “around the Word” 
Joshua is told that the word should not depart his mouth and how subtle that is but how huge it is for 
understanding of everything that I say should be in accordance and in the grace in the salt, of the word of god. 
When I speak to my wife, when I speak to my children, I speak to them in accordance to the word of god in every 
aspect. Of what to do or how to do it and even how to say it, and say it in the love of god or sometimes I have to 
say it will the salt that may sting for a moment, but will lead and guide my children. Everything that proceeds from 
my mouth foresees in accordance with the word of god. For the word of god is the will of god. The word of god is 
the guide from god for our life is the lamp unto our feet.  
  
Mediate on the Word – Chew on It and Let it Chew on You 
Meditate on the word, means to just chew on it, chew on it over and over, contemplate and ponder it until it 
becomes well process and just a part of your very being as your swallow it and it nourishes your body.  As we 
digest it, it dissects us and he brews, for its able to cures joint and marrow.  
Hebrews 4:12–13 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of 
soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 13 And there is no creature hidden from His 
sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.  

  
Meditate so you Can Do It 
And notice the reason we meditate on the word is so that we can observe and to do the word. 
 
Too Busy – Joshua had 3 million to Lead 
Then maybe you say I am too busy to meditate on the word. I don't have time to seek and sit and chew on this 
word, then I would just make the picture and example of Joshua leading 3 million people into a promised land. 
He'll fight king after king, and battle after battle, and then he's going to sit there and divide the land among 12 
tribes. Are you busier than Joshua? I will say, if you’re too busy for the word then your way too busy not to be in 
the word. You need that word to lead and guide you, to make wise decisions and right decisions and will go from 
everything that you do, it'll go from your parenting to your marriage, even into your work place on how to be the 
great employee for your employer and definitely don't forget for your ministry, and for just everything in your life. 
  
 
 



Deuteronomy 34 – Joshua was Full of Wisdom / Parents we Need to be Full of Wisdom 
Wisdom is found in the Word.  In Deuteronomy 34, I can't even read through it without stopping, and commenting, 
as it says, "and Joshua was full of wisdom after Moses laid hands upon him." Parents, we need this wisdom, and 
we need to pray, we need the laying on of hands, we need the continual seeking of God's Word, so that we might 
be full of wisdom, so that we can be leaders, such as Joshua, the picture of the leadership that he is. My decisions I 
make for my children, they need to be wisdom-filled decisions, and I can't get this wisdom from the world, I need 
the laying hands of God's spirit upon me to make these decisions. That goes into every area of our life.   May we 
be like Joshua, seeking the Lord, asking for His wisdom, and that we might be full of the wisdom of the Lord. I'm 
reminded of Solomon, when he was so strong and under the influence of wanting to live and do the will of the 
Lord, when asked by the Lord, "What I give you, what's your heart desire," and Solomon says, "Wisdom," and we 
read the Book of Proverbs, and we see God had given him the wisdom that he asked for. We see Solomon, and the 
wisdom that he had, the people would come from thousands of miles away, to glean his wisdom; but 
unfortunately for Solomon, the world crept back in, and all the vanities of the world became pre-eminent to him.  
He had something that he loved more than these, as Jesus would say to those disciples there at the Sea of Galilee 
in John, Chapter 21, and he would lose his wisdom, and he would lose his witness, and he will end in such a 
disappointing way; but may that not be us. May we strive, seek, desire of the Lord the wisdom of the Lord, so that 
we can live this life, the abundant life that God has for us. 
Deuteronomy 34:9 (NKJV) 9 Now Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, for Moses had laid his hands on him; so the children of 
Israel heeded him, and did as the LORD had commanded Moses.  
 
Colossians 3:16 (NKJV) 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.  

 

The 4th Key to the Victorious Christian Life - Be Strong & Courageous – (The Promised Land is no 
Place for Cowards) – (1:9) 
 
Joshua 1:9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for 
the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.”  
 
Promised Land No Place for Cowards 
The Promised Land is no place for a coward, be strong and courageous.  You will have to fight to enter into this 
Promised Land God has for you, and to receive all the spiritual blessings that are promised and planned for you. 
 
Be Strong! 
Joshua be strong and courageous God is saying I have great things and great victories for you but the Promised 
Land is no place for a coward. You must be strong and courageous. This isn't just being spoken to for people in the 
ministry of pastoral leadership, this is the word it goes to the husband and wife for their parents being parents you 
must be strong and courageous to lead your children especially in face of the adversity today.  
 In all ministries that we are involved in whether it's evangelistic ministry, in the workplace, on the street, 
or teaching children's church, or parental ministry, we must be strong and courageous because there is an enemy 
that we will come against and there is giants in the land that will seem huge to us and unbeatable but we have to 
be strong and courageous knowing and trusting that God is in the battle with us.  
 There is all kinds of strengths and courage’s today we have people with great courage to go out and start 
businesses and invest their livelihood and life into it and make great gain and they are considered great 
courageous business people. There is even the great courageous protectors of human life in our first responders in 
our soldiers and that is a strength and that is an admirable strength. These are not the strengths that are being 
spoken of here to Joshua there the strengths that being spoken to Joshua is I am giving you my word and now you 
need the strength to carry it out every last step of it.  
 It's true for us the greatest spiritual strength will be when God speaks his word we hear it and then we get 
up and we decide will we put our foot forward in the direction that he's called us to or will we not. That's the 
spiritual strength that God is saying be strong and courageous and that strength will carry over into every last area 
of our life if that is in the business world or the parental world or the military world or the first responders world, 



or the sports field or the school yard whatever it maybe but it all begins with the spiritual strength of what God has 
called us to do of taking that first step forward according to the word that he has spoken to us.  
 It will take you your greatest strength to walk away from sin, it will take your greatest strength to walk 
away from the crowd and be set apart from it, it will take your greatest strength to fight against the flow as the 
world just drifts along by being pushed around and blown around by every wind that world decides to blow, but it 
will take great spiritual strength to go against the current. 
 
You are No Contest for your Enemies / The Flesh 
Christian, you are no contest for your enemies. On your best day, you'll never beat your enemy continually by 
yourself. Oh, you may beat them here and there, you may have a high moment mark and get a victory here and 
there, but as for the battle and war, you'll never win the war. The enemy continually wins the war over you. The 
enemy continues to take more ground of your life. Every year of your life, the enemy continues to press on, but oh 
armed with the spirit of God and his word, the sword of the spirit. The spirit upon you, upon us, we can go and we 
can claim victory. When giants continually beat you, when giants continually come against you, what seems that 
you get a victory, but the war is definitely not going your way. Could it be your anger? You can count to 10, but on 
11 the enemy has you. Could it be that you covet and you never have enough, and you're always complaining and 
asking the Lord "why don't you give me this or why haven't you taken that?" Is it an addiction? You want victory 
and you have a day and there, a week then you find yourself back in the same place again.  
 Could it be you struggle with your self-image? The vanity of the world and cry out 'why this?' Could it be 
your fear of being alone or your fear that God's not going to answer? The Promised Land is no place for cowards. 
It's got to be a people who are willing to fight and are ready to fight and it's a daily fight. God says, "be strong and 
courageous, die to self, trust in my presence and take my word, and don't veer to the left or to right." 
  
Don’t Lower the Standard 
May I say this? We watch happen in our world, if you can't make the standard, just lower the standard. If the 
school standard is too hard, then just lower it. If the sporting standards too hard, just lower it. What's happening in 
the church also say, "We can't make this standard" So then the church lowers the standard. Churches all over the 
country, over the world, lowering the standard. "Oh, God understands. He understands your weakness, you're just 
a sinner. You just struggle like the rest of us, we're not perfect we're just saved." That is such a lie, God has the 
power. We see it in the victories, going through the book of Joshua, but it's not a place for cowards. It's a place for 
people who are courageous, who will go and take the land. We don't lower the standard, we trust the standard 
bearer, Jesus Christ and his spirit and his word. If we step and we walk and we trust him to do what he says, he'll 
meet us and he'll give us the victory. 
 
Leaders – Like Joshua – Only 1 Requirement, Be Strong 
The people following you, expert you to be strong.  Parents, ministry leaders, be strong and courageous…….. lets 
read through the people who will follow Joshua, and they only have one requirement, you be strong and we will 
follow you. 
 
Joshua 1:10 Then Joshua commanded the officers of the people, saying,  
Joshua 1:11 “Pass through the camp and command the people, saying, ‘Prepare provisions for yourselves, for 
within three days you will cross over this Jordan, to go in to possess the land which the LORD your God is giving 
you to possess.’ ”  
Joshua 1:12 And to the Reubenites, the Gadites, and half the tribe of Manasseh Joshua spoke, saying,  
Joshua 1:13 “Remember the word which Moses the servant of the LORD commanded you, saying, ‘The LORD your 
God is giving you rest and is giving you this land.’  
Joshua 1:14 Your wives, your little ones, and your livestock shall remain in the land which Moses gave you on 
this side of the Jordan. But you shall pass before your brethren armed, all your mighty men of valor, and help 
them,  
Joshua 1:15 until the LORD has given your brethren rest, as He gave you, and they also have taken possession of 
the land which the LORD your God is giving them. Then you shall return to the land of your possession and enjoy 
it, which Moses the LORD’s servant gave you on this side of the Jordan toward the sunrise.”  



Joshua 1:16 So they answered Joshua, saying, “All that you command us we will do, and wherever you send us 
we will go.  
Joshua 1:17 Just as we heeded Moses in all things, so we will heed you. Only the LORD your God be with you, as 
He was with Moses.  
Joshua 1:18 Whoever rebels against your command and does not heed your words, in all that you command 
him, shall be put to death. Only be strong and of good courage.”  
 
Leaders – Like Joshua – Only 1 Requirement, Be Strong 
The people following you, expert you to be strong.  Parents, ministry leaders, be strong and courageous…….. lets 
read through the people who will follow Joshua, and they only have one requirement, you be strong and we will 
follow you. 
 
4 Keys to Victorious Christian Life 
So we start with 4 keys, right here in our first 9 verses 

1. The Dependency of the Flesh must Die (1:1) 
2. We must Remember the Lord never Fails (1:5) 
3. The Word of God – (The Key to Prosperity) - (1:6-8) 
4. Be Strong & Courageous – (The Promised Land is no Place for Cowards) - (1:9) 

 
Conclusion / Don’t Settle / Joshua what was it Like to cross into Promised Land – Same as when You Did 
Where is the word in your heart? Can you see something in the word of God where you say here's what the word 
says. I believe and I know it's true but it's not what I am currently living. Where is the word in your heart?  
 But what I pray is that we would be strong and courageous knowing what it's going to cost to win this 
battle, and to take this cost. Maybe you're failing. Maybe you've falling. Maybe you're still on the ground deciding 
if you're going to get up and you've come here today as a last ditch decision, a last ditch try. Maybe you might go 
one more time. Proverbs says "The righteous falls seven times but he gets up". I pray for you. You know that you're 
righteous because he who knew no sin became sin for you so that you might become the righteousness of God. 
You have right standing with the father in heaven because of what Jesus Christ has done. Believe that and settle 
that and make it non-negotiable in your thought. You are right before God, and you are his child.  
 But don't settle for less than holiness. Don't settle for anything less than victory. Don't settle for living on 
the side of the Jordan River and never entering into the Promised Land, the promised life that God has for you. 
Don't settle for anything less than God's greatness and abundance for you. Be strong and courageous. Don't take 
the position that I prayed three times, and it's back. I give up. You pray three times in three minutes if that what it 
takes, and you pray every minute of every day if that what it takes but you'll find yourself if you'll just yield yourself 
saying "Lord, I'm not going to be sufficient in myself. Lord in your presence, you are here with me. Lord this word I 
won't fear from the left or the right of it. I'm going to walk this word to its fullness, every last drop of it. Lord, I'm 
going to be strong and courageous. I'm going to battle this. I'm going to fight this, and everyday Lord we're going 
to fight it together. You're going to fill me with your spirit, and you're going to lead me. I want victory.  
 In every area of my life, I'm going to take every thought captive. I'm going to take every action captive 
because I'm going to walk every step that you've pointed and every step that you've given me. Lord, I'm going to 
start withdrawing on my spiritual inheritance today as I enter into the promise land, and I'm going to go take land. 
I'm going to live the victorious Christian life."  
 Someday we'll get to heaven and we'll get to meet Joshua, and we're going to say to Joshua, "What was it 
like to cross the Jordan River after 40 years? What was it like to cross the Jordan River after all those years of 
slavery and then 40 years of wandering the wilderness, and now you finally come to the place enter into the 
promised land of God knowing that there were Giants in the land. What was it like for you?" You know what he'll 
say to you? It was just like it was for me as it was for you when you stepped out and you decided to go to be strong 
and courageous and enter into your promised land, and to take the land that God promised you. You were scared.  
You had butterflies. You knew the comfort of what you'd known. You also knew the fear of what you were entering 
into but you knew what God had spoken, and you were excited about entering into that Promised Land and taking 
those victories. So, what Joshua would say to you is what we would ask Joshua. We get to live the exciting life that 
Joshua lived. We get to experience the same victory and the same triumphs as he did.  



Joshua 2 
Joshua 2:1-24 
 
The Theme of the Book of Joshua 
The theme of this book, the theme of these 24 chapters, the theme of Joshua’s life, and the theme for your life 
today…. 
Joshua 1:3 (NKJV) 3 Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given you, as I said to Moses.  

 
Look at the Map 
Look at the map of the land that is being given, and God is saying every step is yours already, I have given it to you 
already. 
 
Sound Familiar – Every Spiritual Blessing 
Does this sound familiar?  It sound just like Ephesians 1:3, which is the promise of God to us His children, to give us 
the abundant life that is not just promised to us, but desired for us.  Why do I say it like that, is that although it is 
promised to us, it is given to us already, but it is not yours until you possess it. 
Ephesians 1:3 (NKJV) 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 

places in Christ,  

 
Blessing means - Bounty/Spiritual Prosperity 
When you see that word blessing in the bible, it means “bountiful, prosperous, abundance”, and so what the 
promise is, is for us to have “spiritual prosperity, spiritual abundance, to have a bounty and harvest of the spiritual 
things, the things of God, the things promised in His Word”. 
 
The Zoe Life – the Abundant Life 
How fitting for us coming off of our study through the Book of John, as God’s desire for us is to have the “zoe” life, 
which is the abundant life, the God life, the life that Jesus lived when He walked this earth, and it is the life the 
apostles will live in the Book of Acts.  God wants us to have a life beyond the life this world can offer us, He wants 
us to have and live this abundant God-Life, receiving all His spiritual blessings right now, today, not tomorrow, not 
next year, not a decade from now, and surely not waiting until we die and go to heaven, but today!  Jesus did not 
come to just save us, but that after salvation we may live an abundant life! 
John 10:10 (NKJV) 10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life (zoe), and that they 
may have it more abundantly.  
 
John 20:30–31 (NKJV) 30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these are 
written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life (zoe) in His name.  

 
The Victorious Christian Life / Do You Want the Victorious Christian Life – The God Life 
God wants us living the victorious Christian life today!  Joshua will be a book of war, a book of battles, a book of 
taking ground, a book of God leading them and bring them into victory.  Do you want to live the victorious 
Christian life?  Do you want to live the abundant life that God desires for you today, right now, this very moment?  
You can leave here today by taking that first step that says “yes Lord let’s do this”. 
 
Joshua – Written as Examples (Romans 15 & 1st Corinthians 10) 
We are told in Romans 15, 1st Corinthians 10, the things that were written are written for our examples, 
admonition, and we can gather real life experiences, real life pictures that we can apply to our life here today.  The 
Book of Joshua is a book written for us to see how we can claim our spiritual inheritance, how we can live the 
victorious Christian life,  
Romans 15:4 (NKJV) 4 For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the 
Scriptures might have hope.  
 
1 Corinthians 10:11 (NKJV) 11 Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for our admonition, upon whom the 
ends of the ages have come.  

 
 



Do You want the Victorious Christian Life 
Do you want the victorious Christian life, the spirit-filled, spirit-lead, victorious, abundant, zoe life?  God wants to 
give it to you, and he has written and preserved this Book of Joshua to show us how to have it and live it. 
 
4 Keys to Victorious Christian Life 
So we start with 4 keys, right here in the first 9 verses of Chapter 1: 

1. The Dependency/Contentment of the Flesh must Die (1:1) 
2. We must Remember the Lord never Fails (1:5) 
3. Observing the Word of God – (The Key to Prosperity) - (1:6-8) 
4. Be Strong & Courageous – (The Promised Land is no Place for Cowards) - (1:9) 

 
Today 
In our passage today Joshua sends two spies into the land and city of Jericho to spy the lay of the land, and to bring 
a report back, what are we up against, what are their strongholds, where are their weaknesses, a typical military 
strategy.  Today it is simply called “ISR” (Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance).  The ISR that these spies 
will bring back that the victory is ours, the enemy is already defeated in heart, and now all that is left is for us to go 
take what God has promised us.  Well if the calling of this book is to bring us into and give us the victorious 
Christian life, to claim the all the spiritual blessings God has for us (Galatians 5 are just to name a few); God is 
giving us an INTEL report, it’s yours, all that you want, believe and go and take it.  Let’s look at the examples the 
Lord gives us in this chapter, and claim them and believe them for ourselves, and let’s go take some land. 
Galatians 5:22–25 (NKJV) 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-
control. Against such there is no law. 24 And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 If we live in the Spirit, 
let us also walk in the Spirit.  

 
Chapter 2 Outline: 

• The Spies & the Lies (2:1-7) 

• The Declaration of the God of Heaven and Earth (2:8-11) 

• The Scarlet Oath (2:12-21) 

• The Battle Belongs to the Lord (2:22-24) 
 

The Spies & the Lies (2:1-7) 
Joshua 2:1 Now Joshua the son of Nun sent out two men from Acacia Grove to spy secretly, saying, “Go, view 
the land, especially Jericho.” So they went, and came to the house of a harlot named Rahab, and lodged there.  
 
Specifically Jericho / Christian Pick One City 
So notice Joshua said specifically Jericho.  This is the first up in a long line of battles they will fight.  And I would say 
to you today is pick one city, one thing that seems to be against you, one thing that you want to beat and 
overcome, that one thing………… start with that one thing and prepare yourself for that one thing, before this study 
even gets rolling you put that one thing in your mind and say Lord this is the one thing I want to see victory over in 
my life asap.  And, as we read through this passage, you keep that one thing in mind, and I pray you will see and 
hear the Lord speak to you, Jericho is an example of what I want to do with that one thing in your life…….. you 
need only believe in faith that I can do it, and then you step out and take the action to defeat it. 
 
God is Calling you to Victory 
I know for every last person in this room that God is calling you to something higher, something deeper, something 
more abundant in your life.  It may be something you know you need to turn from, or it may be something that 
you know you need to reach for and take by faith, it may be both at same time.  Beloved of God, he is calling you 
to “a victory”, but there is a fight first, there is a battle before a victory, and there is a peace that only comes on 
the other side of war.  Today, the Lord wants to start to do something great in your life, your battle may take an 
hour, a day, a year, whatever it may be, but He is calling you to something great today. 
 
 



Joshua 2:1 Now Joshua the son of Nun sent out two men from Acacia Grove to spy secretly, saying, “Go, view 
the land, especially Jericho.” So they went, and came to the house of a harlot named Rahab, and lodged there.  
Joshua 2:2 And it was told the king of Jericho, saying, “Behold, men have come here tonight from the children of 
Israel to search out the country.”  
Joshua 2:3 So the king of Jericho sent to Rahab, saying, “Bring out the men who have come to you, who have 
entered your house, for they have come to search out all the country.”  
 
Good Strategy – blend at the Brothel 
So this is a good strategy to go to a place that people are always anonymous, a brothel, a place that strangers 
went, and a place that nobody has a name or a story.  However, it doesn’t work as they are immediately 
recognized for their citizenship, their citizenship gives them away as soon as they walk in the gate, and it is 
impossible for them to blend into the crowd. 
 
May the Same be Spoken of Our Life – That we Can’t Blend In 
May it be spoken and said of us that there is no place we can go that we won't be recognized when were sent out 
by the Lord.  When we are walking in His strength, when we are living and applying these things of the victorious 
Christian life.  That we can't hide, we can't blend, we can’t be spies anywhere, that our very citizenship reveals us 
to the world, reveals us to everybody that we know, of who we are what we're are all about ……..our King and our 
God. 
Philippians 3:20–21 (NKJV) 20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will 
transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things 
to Himself.  

 
May AA County not be Confused Our Intent 
I pray that no one would ever confuse Calvary Chapel of Anne Arundel County's intent and intentions, that they 
would know our intention is to take this land, and see it be a county that brings God glory.  However, our intention 
is not to take people into slavery or into driving them out, but our intention that they might be one with the Lord, 
and one with us as brothers and sister.  We will fight and pour all we have into this County, even if it be for just 
one person, one Rahab, one person the world looks down upon, for we know his/her price before the Lord. 
 
Joshua 2:4 Then the woman took the two men and hid them. So she said, “Yes, the men came to me, but I did 
not know where they were from.  
Joshua 2:5 And it happened as the gate was being shut, when it was dark, that the men went out. Where the 
men went I do not know; pursue them quickly, for you may overtake them.”  
 
Rahab the Liar 
So this is always the place the great debate begins over whether it is wrong to lie, are their situations where it is ok 
to lie (situational ethics), how could God bless her after lying.  Well, why is there is a dilemma about a prostitute 
lying I can't figure this out.   
 
Christians don’t Lie 
For us as Christians the truth is the only thing we can ever speak, we can never tell people God's word is truth if 
there be any hint of any untruth in our life.  Once you're caught lying, you are done.  There's no place for lying in 
the Christian life. 
Ephesians 4:25 (NKJV) 25 Therefore, putting away lying, “Let each one of you speak truth with his neighbor,” for we are members of one 
another.  

 
What if You in Military 
What if you are in the military intelligence world, an undercover agent, and we use lies as part of our business.  I 
say come talk to me, for if you are struggling with it, if you are trying to reason it out, you need a brother/sister to 
bounce these things off of.  I purposely won’t answer that one with a broad swipe, and do anyone a injustice.  
 
 



Joshua 2:6 (But she had brought them up to the roof and hidden them with the stalks of flax, which she had laid 
in order on the roof.)  
Joshua 2:7 Then the men pursued them by the road to the Jordan, to the fords. And as soon as those who 
pursued them had gone out, they shut the gate.  
 
World will Pursue – Even if Silent – to Make Sure you Remain Silent 
So it is a picture for us as the world will pursue us even if you were silent, the world will still pursue you, the world 
will still seek to drive you out, to make sure you remain silent; and thus the counter offense is the best offense, 
don’t hide in the shadows but bring the Gospel to the people. 
 

The Declaration of the God in Heaven & Earth (2:8-11) 
Joshua 2:8 Now before they lay down, she came up to them on the roof,  
Joshua 2:9 and said to the men: “I know that the LORD has given you the land, that the terror of you has fallen on 
us, and that all the inhabitants of the land are fainthearted because of you.  
Joshua 2:10 For we have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you came out of 
Egypt, and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites who were on the other side of the Jordan, Sihon and 
Og, whom you utterly destroyed.  
Joshua 2:11 And as soon as we heard these things, our hearts melted; neither did there remain any more 
courage in anyone because of you, for the LORD your God, He is God in heaven above and on earth beneath.  
 
Jericho been Spying on them for 40 years / It is the Reason the Gates are Shut 
The king of Jericho has been spying on Israel for 40 years.  The reason the gates are shut is out of fear of Israel.  
The reason the men were recognized so quickly is because of Jericho’s counter-intelligence of spying on Israel.  
They knew all about Israel, and was on guard looking for them. 
 
Rahab is Amazed with Them / Children of Israel stop Recognizing the Supernatural in their Lives 
Rahab quotes the miracle of the Red Sea parting.  She could have gone on and on, she and all of Jericho could see 
the pillar by day and fire by night over their camp because Acacia Grove is only about 10 miles from Jericho across 
the Jordon River.  So what is amazing thing of these children of Israel is the supernatural just became natural to 
them they probably had people who even explain it away scientifically why it was possible for rock to follow them 
(see it's a sub cavern terrain and the pressure of our 3 million people continually to push the cavern in front of us 
that's why the water always follows us). Manna from heaven is just part of this land and it's a natural food that is 
produced because of the dry air and the sand, and when they mx together this amazing wonderful honey like 
wafer is naturally produced.  The pillar by day and fire by night, that’s just natural weather phenomenon that 
happens in this region of the world.  How easy it is for us to today in our lives to see the supernatural things that 
can only be the Lord, and we mark them off as natural occurring, that it's something that we can explain away, 
now I expect the world to do that, but not us.  We should look at every day and go man I see the supernatural, God 
is amazing, oh I see Him in every detail of my life.   Lord my health, healing, child birthing (how can anybody 
explained that and think it could happen-chance, evolution, to produce such an amazing creation such as the 
human being.  We read Genesis, Day 6, is God's crowning jewel of his masterpiece, we are His crowning jewel of 
His masterpiece creation) 
 
Where you Been – What is so Great About the Wilderness 
Listen to what Rahab is saying to them, she is basically saying to them, where you guys been, we have been 
expecting you for 40 years.  What was in the wilderness that was so great that you wanted to wander in it for 40 
years (this dryness over there, the parched land, while here we have grapes the size of melons, we have buildings 
you can possess, a land flowing with milk and honey), yet you'd rather wander in the wilderness.  Why would you 
live in tents rather than homes, why would you go round in circles rather than settling in, why would you be 
fighting amongst yourselves rather than come in and taken your promised land 
 
 
 



It’s a Word for Us – what’s so Great about the Wilderness / Why not Going Higher 
I think that's a word to all of us, it can be asked of us, where you guys been, why aren’t you living this victorious 
Christian life that has been promised you.  So the question for us, what’s so great about the wilderness, what’s so 
great about wandering and not entering, why would we take the wilderness over having more, ascending the great 
spiritual heights the Lord desires for us, entering into a land flowing with milk and honey, enjoying today spiritual 
prosperity (as I am not talking material prosperity by any means). What's keeping you, what is it in your life that is 
so good that your content where you're at? 
 
THE QUESTION – HOW MUCH OF Jesus Christ DO YOU WANT / All you Want – Not one Drop More 
So the question can be asked of us ourselves personally continue question is how much of Jesus Christ do you 
want.  A statement is to have all of Jesus Christ you want not one drop more. 
 
Parents - What if Your Kids would Ask you That -   
Rahab asks why they didn't take Promised Land, why you didn't live that victorious life God has promised them. 
Parents don't let your kids come and say you, dad why did you live the life that you lived,  all that was promised to 
you all, that you told me that God would give me, why didn’t you take it, why didn’t you live it?  I watch this in your 
life and I watched that in your life, why did I watch you live in a marriage that wasn’t full of joy, why did I watch 
you live in faith, but constantly had anxiety and fear that God would not provide?  I watched you wander in the 
wilderness of addiction, self-sedating?  Why didn’t you take all the promises of God that you said were promised 
for me? 
 
May We the Church speak the Same Power Rahab Did! 
I pray for the testimony of the witness of the Christians here in this fellowship who we call family, that our witness 
would be that bold and that strong and that the world would know that there something different about us and 
they would be drawn to the witness of what God has done in our lives.  That they would know there is a God in 
heaven who is greater than all.   May we speak like Rahab to this word and may we say what she said, for the Lord 
your God he is God in heaven above and on earth beneath.  Not just a God who sits in the heaven’s and looks down 
upon the people, but the God who moves among his people, a God who is here amongst His people on this earth, 
moving and speaking, shaping and forming, working in the lives of His people.   
 

The Scarlet Oath (2:12-21) 
Joshua 2:12 Now therefore, I beg you, swear to me by the LORD, since I have shown you kindness, that you also 
will show kindness to my father’s house, and give me a true token,  
 
Rahab had Heard about the God of slaves / Not Ashamed to Call Slaves His Own 
Rahab had heard about this God, and to hear everything about deliverance from Egypt and slavery, and somehow 
in that she heard God of slaves, a God who is willing to take slaves and make a nation of them, a God that is willing 
to set people free from bondage, a God who is not ashamed taking slaves and calling them His own.  Taking a 
people from under the taskmasters whip and making them His own.  She must've thought God, the God of heaven 
and earth, if you really there…….. I'm a slave to sexual sin, a slave to my financial situation, I can never get out from 
under this, God if you're really there set me free from this bondage, if you're not afraid to be associated with 
slavery and slaves, Lord send me some messenger, and for how long she waited we do not know, but on this day 
the knock on the door brings that answer to that prayer. 
Hebrews 2:10–12 (NKJV) 10 For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to 
make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 11 For both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all of one, 
for which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren, 12 saying: “I will declare Your name to My brethren; In the midst of the assembly I will 
sing praise to You.”  

 
Consider the plan of the Ages 
When you consider the big picture that the plan of the ages is being enacted, it will be this land sitting in Jerusalem 
that the plan of the ages will be enacted, and God made a promise to Abraham hundreds of years before this.  
Abraham this is your land, walk through the length of it in the breath of it, all the land will give to you and your 
offsprings, who will be greater than the dust of the earth.   



• Abraham the iniquity of the Amorites are not yet full , I will give them 400 years to repent,  

• and I will take your descendants down into Egypt for 400 years, until the fourth-generation until I bring 
them out.   

• The story of Jacob and Joseph and the story of what happened in Egypt and how the children of Israel 
were forged into a nation  

• the slavery and the taskmasters with crying out to God 

• Moses and his failure on the backside of the desert in Midian for 40 years and  

• then speaking to the burning bush and God commanding him  

• and the whole story of the Exodus  

• and the Passover night  

• and passing through the Red Sea  

• in the wilderness wondering for 40 years 

•  pillar of cloud during the day pillar fire by night 

• the manna falling from heaven 

• all of this bringing millions between 2 to 3 million Israelites to the shore now of Jordan to the border of 
the promised land to inherit to finally be brought in to this promise made to Abraham  

This plan of the ages being enacted and yet remarkably in the middle of all of this God pushes through all of 
this to one prostitute living in Jericho whose heart had been turned toward Him and sends his messengers to 
her living on the wall.   No one is over looked by the Lord, He will move the world, or stop the world, to reach 
that one person. 

 
Divine Appointment 
Do you believe in divine appointments?  If not you should.  Why should we think that God won’t do the same 
divine appointments in our lives.  Out of all the houses, out of all the people, God leads them to Rahab, who was 
waiting for the Lord to show up there in Jericho. 
 
Maybe You are Waiting – God has Arranged the World for You 
Maybe you have been waiting for the Lord, know about Him, wanting to meet Him in a personal and intimate way.  
God will arrange the world, move the pieces of the world, just for you, just to meet you, so you can have salvation 
and a relationship with Him.  He loves you! 
 
Joshua 2:13 and spare my father, my mother, my brothers, my sisters, and all that they have, and deliver our 
lives from death.”  
Joshua 2:14 So the men answered her, “Our lives for yours, if none of you tell this business of ours. And it shall 
be, when the LORD has given us the land, that we will deal kindly and truly with you.”  
Joshua 2:15 Then she let them down by a rope through the window, for her house was on the city wall; she 
dwelt on the wall.  
 
Kingdom Business – What Business is most Important to You? 
Their business is kingdom business.  What is your business today that is most important to you? 
 
Rahab Lived on the Wall 
Then she let them down by a rope through the window which means obviously her house was on the wall.  Part of 
the wall of the of the cities were actually walls of the homes, which is very efficient they would build attached to 
the and thus only have to build three sides of the house.  Archelogy digs in Jericho indicate that Jericho was a 
double-walled city.  So there was a wall and people lived attached to that wall, and then 15 feet from that wall was 
another wall, and thus if the enemy breached one wall, they would have to break through the second, to which 
they would be sitting ducks as they would get bombarded from the top of the second wall and be trapped 
between the two walls.  Rahab is living on wall one. 
 
 



Joshua 2:16 And she said to them, “Get to the mountain, lest the pursuers meet you. Hide there three days, until 
the pursuers have returned. Afterward you may go your way.”  
Joshua 2:17 So the men said to her: “We will be blameless of this oath of yours which you have made us swear,  
Joshua 2:18 unless, when we come into the land, you bind this line of scarlet cord in the window through which 
you let us down, and unless you bring your father, your mother, your brothers, and all your father’s household 
to your own home.  
 
Jericho - about 10 Acres 
Archelogy digs estimate that Jericho is about 10 acres in size, that is a about 7 city blocks.  For our sake let’s just 
say that is marching around Camden Yards and M&T Bank Stadium. 
 
We must be Blameless as We Share the Gospel 
Verse 17 we will be blameless we need to be blameless we share Christ we have to share the whole gospel 
recognize, repent, and receive.  We must preach the whole gospel which includes the blood of Jesus Christ, He is 
the only way, salvation is a decision that must be made, and if there is a heaven then there is a hell also. 
Acts 4:12 (NKJV) 12 Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”  
 

1 Corinthians 15:1–4 (NKJV) 1 Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received and in which you 
stand, 2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 3 For I delivered to you first 
of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He rose again the 
third day according to the Scriptures,  
 
John 14:6 (NKJV) 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.  

 
Joshua 2:19 So it shall be that whoever goes outside the doors of your house into the street, his blood shall be 
on his own head, and we will be guiltless. And whoever is with you in the house, his blood shall be on our head 
if a hand is laid on him.  
 
Picture of Ark & Exodus / the Scarlet Thread throughout the Bible 
This is a picture of the ark just like back with Noah the only people that could be saved were the ones who came 
into the ark.  You who are here today, if you have not given your life to Jesus Christ you have to come into the ark k 
of salvation that's where freedom is, but that's where salvation begins.  You must come into the house you must 
stay in the house, and that house is the body of Jesus Christ.  When the plague of death, the 10th plague swept 
over Egypt we see it again you must stay in the house, the blood covers the house.  The scarlet thread covers the 
house of Rahab.  All through this Bible there's a scarlet thread, and that scarlet thread is the blood of Jesus Christ, 
the cross of Jesus Christ, and we see a picture of it back in the ark you must come in we see a picture of it in 
Genesis, and in Exodus it is the blood over the door of the house and you must stay in the house. 
Mark 15:29–30 (NKJV) 29 And those who passed by blasphemed Him, wagging their heads and saying, “Aha! You who destroy the temple and 
build it in three days, 30 save Yourself, and come down from the cross!”  
 
Genesis 7:23 (NKJV) 23 So He destroyed all living things which were on the face of the ground: both man and cattle, creeping thing and bird of 
the air. They were destroyed from the earth. Only Noah and those who were with him in the ark remained alive.  
 
Exodus 12:23 (NKJV) 23 For the LORD will pass through to strike the Egyptians; and when He sees the blood on the lintel and on the two 
doorposts, the LORD will pass over the door and not allow the destroyer to come into your houses to strike you.  

 
Scarlet – Made from the Worm 
Tolah also means “scarlet” (= “Crimson” 38x). Scarlet dye was made from a particular worm, Cermes vermilio. The 
Cermes vermilio pierces the thin bark of twigs to suck the sap, from which it prepares a waxy scale to protect its 
soft body. The red dye is in this scale.  When reproducing, the female climbs a tree (usually the holm oak), where it 
bears its eggs; the larvae hatch and feed on the body of the worm. It gives its life…a crimson spot is left on the 
branch; when the scarlet spot dries out, in three days, it changes to white as it flakes off… (Zondervan Biblical 
Encyclopedia). 
Psalm 22:6 (NKJV) 6 But I am a worm (tolah – means scalet), and no man; A reproach of men, and despised by the people.  
 
Isaiah 1:18 (NKJV) 18 “Come now, and let us reason together,” Says the LORD, “Though your sins are like scarlet, They shall be as white as snow; 
Though they are red like crimson, They shall be as wool.  



 
Early Church Fathers wrote the Same 
As early as the first century, commentators such as Clement of Rome, Justin Martyr, Ireneaus, Origen and more 
saw this scarlet cord as a symbol of the blood of Jesus. 
 
My Personal Opinion – Rahab’s Wall Never Fell / Solid Foundation 
Now this is my personal opinion, even though the Scriptures don't clearly say it, but if her house is on the wall, and 
if her house is on the wall and the walls fall how do you see a scarlet thread?  Looking in rubble with everything 
else, all the clotheslines are down, trash everywhere, picture what it would be like after a hurricane, everything 
would be a heap.  It would be tough to find Rahab’s house if every piece of the wall fell.  I think quite possibly 
every piece of the wall fell except Rahab's house.  And I think there's a picture for us as believers is God never fails, 
walls of our faith will not come down, and they will stand because we stand in faith.  The rest of the world may 
crumble, the things of the world may crumble, hence it is foolish to put our trust in this anything of the world, 
because eventual it is all gonna crumble.  But the house that is built on the solid foundation will never fall, the solid 
foundation was built on this statement verse 11, for the Lord your God is God in heaven above and on earth.  
Rahab’s house is the picture of the Christian, as we shall not fall or crumble because our house is built on the solid 
foundation of who God is, not us. 
Luke 6:46–49 (NKJV) 46 “But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do the things which I say? 47 Whoever comes to Me, and hears My sayings 
and does them, I will show you whom he is like: 48 He is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid the foundation on the rock. And 
when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently against that house, and could not shake it, for it was founded on the rock. 49 But he who 
heard and did nothing is like a man who built a house on the earth without a foundation, against which the stream beat vehemently; and 
immediately it fell. And the ruin of that house was great.”  

 
Joshua 2:11 (NKJV) 11 And as soon as we heard these things, our hearts melted; neither did there remain any more 
courage in anyone because of you, for the LORD your God, He is God in heaven above and on earth beneath.  
 
Joshua 2:20 And if you tell this business of ours, then we will be free from your oath which you made us swear.”  
Joshua 2:21 Then she said, “According to your words, so be it.” And she sent them away, and they departed. 
And she bound the scarlet cord in the window.  
 
She Put Chord on That Day / The Spies Couldn’t do it for her 
She binds the scarlet cord in the window, she knows that it's imminent of their coming, and it is a picture of faith 
knowing that it is here and now God's gonna move. She didn't say next week I'll bind the scarlet cord, or a couple 
weeks, she knew today was the day, she immediately responded in faith, knowing the scarlet cord will save me.  
And it is the same word to anyone here today, the scarlet chord will save you, but it's not something that you put 
off until next week, or next month, or when get back around to it.  Today is the day of salvation, now is the 
acceptable time.  I should also add, notice the spies didn’t tie the chord, it was something she had to do for herself. 
2 Corinthians 6:1–2 (NKJV) 1 We then, as workers together with Him also plead with you not to receive the grace of God in vain. 2 For He says: 
“In an acceptable time I have heard you, And in the day of salvation I have helped you.” Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day 
of salvation.  

 
Rahab Put Faith into Action 
Rahab put her faith into action.  Faith must be put into action, it cannot merely be something we believe, but 
something we act upon. 
James 2:25 (NKJV) 25 Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out another 
way?  

 
Listed in Hall of Faith 
Rahab's listed in the Hall of Faith of Hebrews 11 
Hebrews 11:31 (NKJV) 31 By faith the harlot Rahab did not perish with those who did not believe, when she had received the spies with peace.  

 
To Anyone who wraps Scarlet Chord Around their Heart – Claims by Faith – Great Things He will Do 
Anyone who takes a scarlet cord wrapped around the heart and lives, claims it by faith,  great things he'll do in 
your life.  Rahab is listed in the geneology of Christ.  Imagine that, the last person you would think would get saved, 
the last person you would think God would use, and here she is in the genealogy of Jesus Christ. 



Matthew 1:1–6 (NKJV) 1 The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham: 2 Abraham begot Isaac, Isaac begot 
Jacob, and Jacob begot Judah and his brothers. 3 Judah begot Perez and Zerah by Tamar, Perez begot Hezron, and Hezron begot Ram. 4 Ram 
begot Amminadab, Amminadab begot Nahshon, and Nahshon begot Salmon. 5 Salmon begot Boaz by Rahab, Boaz begot Obed by Ruth, Obed 
begot Jesse, 6 and Jesse begot David the king. David the king begot Solomon by her who had been the wife of Uriah.  

 
The Woman of the Genealogy of Matthew 
There are 5 women mentioned in this genealogy, the first 4 all gentiles.  This would be a major no-no for Jewish 
genealogy; you just didn't mention a woman, or a gentile.  But God does, and He does it for a reason, to make a 
clear and defined statement….I am starting a New Work here, and here’s proof, by the first 4 women mentioned in 
these passages.  Let me show you something here He says to us today. 

• Tamar:  Dispels Your Families Past 

• Rahab:  Dispels Your Past Reputation 

• Ruth: Dispels Your Religious Background 

• Bathsheba Dispels Your Past Sins 
 
To Anyone who wraps Scarlet Chord Around their Heart – Claims by Faith – Great Things He will Do 
Anyone who takes a scarlet cord wrapped around the heart and lives, claims it by faith, great things he'll do in your 
life.   
 
Joshua 2:22 They departed and went to the mountain, and stayed there three days until the pursuers returned. 
The pursuers sought them all along the way, but did not find them.  
Joshua 2:23 So the two men returned, descended from the mountain, and crossed over; and they came to 
Joshua the son of Nun, and told him all that had befallen them.  
Joshua 2:24 And they said to Joshua, “Truly the LORD has delivered all the land into our hands, for indeed all the 
inhabitants of the country are fainthearted because of us.”  
 
The Awesome Report to Joshua 
The two men return descended from the mountains and crossed over and they came to Joshua and told him all 
that they had befallen them, and they said to Joshua truly the Lord has delivered all the land into our hand for 
indeed all the inhabitants of the country are fainthearted because of us  
 
Why 3 Days – to Solidify the Confidence 
Why does the Lord work in the 3 days to hide up in the mountains, well it isn’t just good military strategy to give 
the enemy time to give up looking, but I see this as three days for them to just sit and solidify what they just heard 
and experienced, and to go back to Joshua with total confidence, the city is ours, the land is ours, for the battle 
belongs to the Lord.  So it is with us, to take time away with the Lord and just solidify the things He has spoken to 
us and shown us, so we can walk in faith and confidence that our God is on the move in our lives personally.  
Sometimes we rush so fast, we don’t allow things to sink in, and thus they never take a deep and strong root in our 
spiritual lives for application later, for when we enter into a future battle. 
 
Get to the Mountain / Jesus started His day on the Mountain in Prayer / Our Mountain is Tuesday Prayer 
She said them get to the mountains and hide there three days until the pursuers have return afterwards you may 
go your way.  You know what Christian, there's a time for us to get to the mountains, there's time for us to stay on 
the mountain even in this battle, even in the war, there's a time to go to the mountain and pray.   Jesus started his 
day there on the mountain.  Our mountain as a church is Tuesday night, we come here Tuesday night and that's 
our mountain and we pray.  When the enemy is pursuing you, get to the mountain to pray. 
 
It is Impossible to Win a Fight if you Are Fainthearted 
The spies tell Joshua they are fainthearted, they are already defeated.  It is impossible, listen Christian it is 
impossible to win a fight if you're fainthearted, you are already defeated before the fight even begins.  These 
people in Jericho there already defeated that's why it wasn't needed some great military strategy, like later we will 
read of an ambush against another people because there were ready to fight, they were not fainthearted.   I will 



tell you this is a Christian if you are fainthearted if you're already defeated, you will never live the victorious 
Christian life.   

• You must by faith believe that your God fights for you,  

• you must by faith believe that the battle belongs to the Lord,  

• you must by faith believe that God wants to give you the victory,  
• He wants to give you that great victorious beautiful marriage for Him and His glory,  

• you have to believe that God will and wants for you to defeat that addiction that's in your life that a drug 
and alcohol  

• for the sexual bondage of pornography whatever it is, you are not bound to it,  
But if your fainthearted, that you can have no victory over it,…….then you are already defeated. 
 
Christians live on the Back of their Heels 
We the church always feel like were the ones who are being closed in on and overtaken when Jesus said in 
Matthew 28 to the gates of hell shall not prevail.  How is it we feel were the ones back on her heels we see the 
Joshua picture of Ephesians 1 the spiritual inheritance were the ones who have the power, were the ones seeking 
the Lord, and taking by faith.  Why do live Christian live like their backpedaling and just trying to keep up right 
before their flooded by the enemy?  When we look at a passage of Scripture like this, the victorious Christian life 
that we have the power,  were the ones who have been promised the land and it's the enemy should be scared, 
the enemy should be fearful that were coming, it should be the enemy that is on its heels, backpedaling because 
here we come.    
Matthew 16:18–19 (NKJV) 18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not 
prevail against it. 19 And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”  

 
Not you Against Them – But Jesus Against Them 
Listen is not you against them you are in Christ Jesus therefore it is Jesus against them. 
 
The Enemy Waiting for us to Know who We Are 
The enemy knows who we are and I think is just sitting there waiting for the church to realize who they.  The 
enemy already knows and waits for moment that the church stands up claims their inheritance, and desires in thier 
the victorious Christian life.    
 
Today - ISR 
In our passage today Joshua sends two spies into the land and city of Jericho to spy the lay of the land, and to bring 
a report back, what are we up against, what are their strongholds, where are their weaknesses, a typical military 
strategy.  Today it is simply called “ISR” (Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance).  The ISR that these spies 
will bring back that the victory is ours, the enemy is already defeated in heart, and now all that is left is for us to go 
take what God has promised us.  Well if the calling of this book is to bring us into and give us the victorious 
Christian life, to claim the all the spiritual blessings God has for us (Galatians 5 are just to name a few); God is 
giving us an INTEL report, it’s yours, all that you want, believe and go and take it.  Let’s look at the examples the 
Lord gives us in this chapter, and claim them and believe them for ourselves, and let’s go take some land. 
 
Specifically Jericho / Christian Pick One City 
So notice Joshua said specifically Jericho.  This is the first up in a long line of battles they will fight.  And I would say 
to you today is pick one city, one thing that seems to be against you, one thing that you want to beat and 
overcome, that one thing………… start with that one thing and prepare yourself for that one thing, before this study 
even gets rolling you put that one thing in your mind and say Lord this is the one thing I want to see victory over in 
my life asap.  And, as we read through this passage, you keep that one thing in mind, and I pray you will see and 
hear the Lord speak to you, Jericho is an example of what I want to do with that one thing in your life…….. you 
need only believe in faith that I can do it, and then you step out and take the action to defeat it. 
 
 



Joshua 3 
Joshua 3:1-17 
 
Let’s Read Our Passage 
Joshua 3 (NKJV) 1 Then Joshua rose early in the morning; and they set out from Acacia Grove and came to the Jordan, he and all the children of 
Israel, and lodged there before they crossed over. 2 So it was, after three days, that the officers went through the camp; 3 and they commanded 
the people, saying, “When you see the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God, and the priests, the Levites, bearing it, then you shall set out 
from your place and go after it. 4 Yet there shall be a space between you and it, about two thousand cubits by measure. Do not come near it, 
that you may know the way by which you must go, for you have not passed this way before.” 5 And Joshua said to the people, “Sanctify 
yourselves, for tomorrow the LORD will do wonders among you.” 6 Then Joshua spoke to the priests, saying, “Take up the ark of the covenant 
and cross over before the people.” So they took up the ark of the covenant and went before the people. 7 And the LORD said to Joshua, “This 
day I will begin to exalt you in the sight of all Israel, that they may know that, as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. 8 You shall command 
the priests who bear the ark of the covenant, saying, ‘When you have come to the edge of the water of the Jordan, you shall stand in the 
Jordan.’ ” 9 So Joshua said to the children of Israel, “Come here, and hear the words of the LORD your God.” 10 And Joshua said, “By this you shall 
know that the living God is among you, and that He will without fail drive out from before you the Canaanites and the Hittites and the Hivites 
and the Perizzites and the Girgashites and the Amorites and the Jebusites: 11 Behold, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth is 
crossing over before you into the Jordan. 12 Now therefore, take for yourselves twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one man from every tribe. 
13 And it shall come to pass, as soon as the soles of the feet of the priests who bear the ark of the LORD, the Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the 
waters of the Jordan, that the waters of the Jordan shall be cut off, the waters that come down from upstream, and they shall stand as a heap.” 
14 So it was, when the people set out from their camp to cross over the Jordan, with the priests bearing the ark of the covenant before the 
people, 15 and as those who bore the ark came to the Jordan, and the feet of the priests who bore the ark dipped in the edge of the water (for 
the Jordan overflows all its banks during the whole time of harvest), 16 that the waters which came down from upstream stood still, and rose in 
a heap very far away at Adam, the city that is beside Zaretan. So the waters that went down into the Sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea, failed, and 
were cut off; and the people crossed over opposite Jericho. 17 Then the priests who bore the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood firm on dry 
ground in the midst of the Jordan; and all Israel crossed over on dry ground, until all the people had crossed completely over the Jordan.  

 
The Theme of the Book of Joshua 
The theme of this book, the theme of these 24 chapters, the theme of Joshua’s life, and the theme for your life 
today…. 
Joshua 1:3 (NKJV) 3 Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given you, as I said to Moses.  

 
Look at the Map 
Look at the map of the land that is being given, and God is saying every step is yours already, I have given it to you 
already. 
 
Sound Familiar – Every Spiritual Blessing 
Does this sound familiar?  It sound just like Ephesians 1:3, which is the promise of God to us His children, to give us 
the abundant life that is not just promised to us, but desired for us.  Why do I say it like that, is that although it is 
promised to us, it is given to us already, but it is not yours until you possess it. 
Ephesians 1:3 (NKJV) 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places in Christ,  

 
Blessing means - Bounty/Spiritual Prosperity 
When you see that word blessing in the bible, it means “bountiful, prosperous, abundance”, and so what the 
promise is, is for us to have “spiritual prosperity, spiritual abundance, to have a bounty and harvest of the spiritual 
things, the things of God, the things promised in His Word”. 
 
The Zoe Life – the Abundant Life 
How fitting for us coming off of our study through the Book of John, as God’s desire for us is to have the “zoe” life, 
which is the abundant life, the God life, the life that Jesus lived when He walked this earth, and it is the life the 
apostles will live in the Book of Acts.  God wants us to have a life beyond the life this world can offer us, He wants 
us to have and live this abundant God-Life, receiving all His spiritual blessings right now, today, not tomorrow, not 
next year, not a decade from now, and surely not waiting until we die and go to heaven, but today!  Jesus did not 
come to just save us, but that after salvation we may live an abundant life! 
John 10:10 (NKJV) 10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life (zoe), and that they 
may have it more abundantly.  
 



John 20:30–31 (NKJV) 30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these are 
written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life (zoe) in His name.  

 
The Victorious Christian Life / Do You Want the Victorious Christian Life – The God Life 
God wants us living the victorious Christian life today!  Joshua will be a book of war, a book of battles, a book of 
taking ground, a book of God leading them and bring them into victory.  Do you want to live the victorious 
Christian life?  Do you want to live the abundant life that God desires for you today, right now, this very moment?  
You can leave here today by taking that first step that says “yes Lord let’s do this”. 
 
Joshua – Written as Examples (Romans 15 & 1st Corinthians 10) 
We are told in Romans 15, 1st Corinthians 10, the things that were written are written for our examples, 
admonition, and we can gather real life experiences, real life pictures that we can apply to our life here today.  The 
Book of Joshua is a book written for us to see how we can claim our spiritual inheritance, how we can live the 
victorious Christian life,  
Romans 15:4 (NKJV) 4 For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the 
Scriptures might have hope.  
 
1 Corinthians 10:11 (NKJV) 11 Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for our admonition, upon whom the 
ends of the ages have come.  

 
Do You want the Victorious Christian Life 
Do you want the victorious Christian life, the spirit-filled, spirit-lead, victorious, abundant, zoe life?  God wants to 
give it to you, and he has written and preserved this Book of Joshua to show us how to have it and live it. 
 
4 Keys to Victorious Christian Life 
So we start with 4 keys, right here in the first 9 verses of Chapter 1: 

1. The Dependency/Contentment of the Flesh must Die (1:1) 
2. We must Remember the Lord never Fails (1:5) 
3. Observing the Word of God – (The Key to Prosperity) - (1:6-8) 
4. Be Strong & Courageous – (The Promised Land is no Place for Cowards) - (1:9) 

 
We ended Chapter 2 
We ended chapter 2 with the 2 spies reporting to Joshua, the land is ours, the people are fainted hearted, they 
know our God is mighty and powerful, and is for us. 
Joshua 2:23–24 (NKJV) 23 So the two men returned, descended from the mountain, and crossed over; and they came to Joshua the son of Nun, 
and told him all that had befallen them. 24 And they said to Joshua, “Truly the LORD has delivered all the land into our hands, for indeed all the 
inhabitants of the country are fainthearted because of us.”  

 
Today’s Passage / The First Step 
In our passage today, after 40 years of wilderness wandering, they will cross over into the Promised Land.  Imagine 
the excitement, imagine the anxiety, imagine the unknown, and imagine the power!  Last week God gave us “Intel” 
on our enemy, that he is a defeated foe, the victories are ours to take.  In our passage today, the Lord will give us 
the “First Steps” in taking the land, receiving the promises of God, of entering into the abundant, victorious, 
Christian life that He desires for us. 
 
Red Sea – Saved / Never Enter into Jordon 
In biblical typology, the Red Sea is a picture of being saved, sin and death have been defeated and we are baptized 
into Christ.  But many Christian then spend their whole life wandering the wilderness, never receiving all the 
promises of God, just living a Christian existence, not living the abundant life promised to them.  Our passage 
today tells us how to enter into the abundant spiritual life God desires us to have. 
 
Outline Chapter 3: 

• Prepare Yourself (3:1-5) 

• The Ark goes Before You (3:6-17) 



Prepare Yourself (3:1-5) 
Joshua 3:1 Then Joshua rose early in the morning; and they set out from Acacia Grove and came to the Jordan, 
he and all the children of Israel, and lodged there before they crossed over.  
 
Arose Early 
Verse one Joshua rose early in the morning (this is the habit of Joshua, and thus a picture and example of us who 
want the victorious Christian Life).  It was the prayer life Jesus modeled for us, and we see Joshua a picture and 
type of Jesus.   Rise early, met the Lord, hear form the Lord, get your marching orders for the day.   We must be a 
people who rise early in the morning. I think there's something to be said about that and that is not the legalism to 
rise early.  It's getting ready for the war, for the day, to lead the people for the day.  But the other point to be 
taken here is it's the late-night that ruins the early morning; so much the late-night is what sucks life and the 
vitality life out of us because the things that the late-night are often just the things of the flesh and we’re feeding 
the flesh, becoming bloated, and it's then sucks the life out of us, the energy, then when we wake up in the 
morning we have no power to rise early and prepare for the battle, or the exciting thing the Lord has for us. 
Joshua 6:12 (NKJV) 12 And Joshua rose early in the morning, and the priests took up the ark of the LORD.  
 
Joshua 7:16 (NKJV) 16 So Joshua rose early in the morning and brought Israel by their tribes, and the tribe of Judah was taken.  

 
Joshua 8:10 (NKJV) 10 Then Joshua rose up early in the morning and mustered the people, and went up, he and the elders of Israel, before the 
people to Ai.  
 
Mark 1:35 (NKJV) 35 Now in the morning, having risen a long while before daylight, He went out and departed to a solitary place; and there He 
prayed.  

 
Early is Where Jesus got His Wisdom for the Day 
How did Jesus have so much wisdom? How did He know just what to say? Morning by morning, He listened to His 
Father. We read in Mark 1:35 that He arose a great while before morning. In other words, while others were 
sleeping, Jesus was seeking His Father. If He needed to do that, how much more do you and I? 
Isaiah 50:4 (NKJV) 4 “The Lord GOD has given Me The tongue of the learned, That I should know how to speak A word in season to him who is 
weary. He awakens Me morning by morning, He awakens My ear To hear as the learned.  
 
Mark 1:35 (NKJV) 35 Now in the morning, having risen a long while before daylight, He went out and departed to a solitary place; and there He 
prayed.  
 

Joshua 3:2 So it was, after three days, that the officers went through the camp;  
 
How bad do you Want it 
So for three days they now get to see the Promised Land, so close they can almost touch it, so close they can 
almost taste the milk and honey, so close they can smell the Spring harvest of fruit and vegetables, and now after 
40 years of wilderness wandering, they can see it and smell it, but not taste it and hold it.  So 3 days to decide, how 
bad do I want it.  The wilderness behind me, the Promised Land before me.  How bad do I want it?  Am I willing to 
step out on faith to have it, am I will willing to go fight for it?  So the question before us. 
 
 3 Days / Picture of Cross / Solidify the Victory is Yours in Christ 
Three days it's the picture of Jesus in the grave.  So they are giving three days to prepare themselves. When Jesus 
hung on the cross He said it was done, so three days in the grave was not three days of defeat, for the cross was no 
defeat, the cross was victory. Jesus said it was done he gave them (the disciples) three days to solidify it was done 
when He rose again on the third day it was proof the victory that was won. And here these children of Israel are 
given three days rise and say it's go time, they're moving and they're moving to what has been promised to them 
for 40 years now, the plan of the ages that has been enacted from the time of Abraham.  This is a land that I give 
you, 400 years of slavery,  the Exodus, now 40 years of wilderness wandering, and now here they are there rising 
and they're going to go to the Jordan where they can be there solidify its theirs because it is promised.  
 
 
 



It is Go Time – Now Go Get 
Hey Christian, it is go time and whatever Gods called you to do, rise up and get moving, and whatever you are 
putting off whatever you think can be done later, He's calling you to today.  It is go time, and it is your time; 
Christian this is your time, this is your day to take what has been promised to you from the foundations of the 
world.  Oh, don’t be content where you are with the Lord; wherever you are today, know there is still more, so 
much more He desires for you! 
 
God has a Miracle and Power for Every Generation / Don’t have to Live in Past – Hope of Someday Future - Now 
So it was that all who were over the age of 20 perished in the wilderness wandering because of unbelief.  Now 
mind you, those who at that moment who were under 20, they came out of Egypt and saw the miracle of the Red 
Sea.  But all those children born during the 40 years wandering had never seen slavery or Red Sea miracle, all they 
knew was the wilderness, but now they will get to see the power of God just like those who had seen the Exodus 
miracle and the Red Sea miracle.  You see, God’s power and miracles don’t have to be something we romanticize 
about, oh how marvelous what He did in the Great Awakening, or the Azusa Street Revival, or the early Calvary 
Chapel movement, etc……. but God has a miracle and power for every generation, and we don’t have to live a life 
of romanticizing about what God once did, or dreaming about what God will do in some yet future move of His 
Spirit, but God wants to show Himself strong to every generation, and that is you and I today, right here, right now, 
and we need not wait for it, or think we missed it. 
 
Kids not there Red Sea – Now They have Their Own Experience 
So here the majority of these children of Israel had not seen the Red Sea miracle, and now God is preparing them 
to have their own experience of Him.  God wants every person to have their own personal experience that they 
talk about, that they tell people about, that they tell their kids about.  Not something they read or heard about, 
but lived and experienced personally themselves. 
 
BUT – 3 days to See the Impossibility 
God is stirring in them that desire, of how bad do I want this!  But also, they have 3 days to see that what is before 
them is impossible, for right from the beginning what is before them is impossible, the crossing of the Jordon River.  
We read that it is harvest time and it is spring time, and thus we know from that region during this time of year 
that the snow is melting off of Mt. Hermon and flowing into the Jordon River, the spring rain is north of them up in 
Galilee area, and thus the Jordon River is rushing, and overflowing, and estimated to be about 1 mile wide at the 
time of this crossing, and 4 to 5 feet deep, and again with water flowing swiftly.  What is before them is impossible, 
in and of themselves. 
Note: the Jordon River today that we see in Israel is nothing like it once was.  Israel’s major water source for domestic use is the Sea of Galilee 
(which is fresh water), so Israel is drawing massive amount of water from the main source, and thus the Jordon is a shadow of what it once was.  
Not to mention, today’s man made methods of flood control, even further diminish the flow of the Jordon.  There  was none of this in the time 
of Joshua. 

 
Joshua 3:3 and they commanded the people, saying, “When you see the ark of the covenant of the LORD your 
God, and the priests, the Levites, bearing it, then you shall set out from your place and go after it.  
Joshua 3:4 Yet there shall be a space between you and it, about two thousand cubits by measure. Do not come 
near it, that you may know the way by which you must go, for you have not passed this way before.”  
 
Half a Mile Separation – to see which way Going 
2,000 cubits equals about a ½ mile.  With 3 million people following the ark, it would be impossible to follow, if 
everyone was surrounding it.  So the ark is to be in front of the people so they may see the way the ark is moving 
and follow the ark as it leads. 
 
What is the Ark 
The Ark of the Covenant was direct by God to Moses to be made.  The Ark of the Covenant was made of acacia 
wood and covered with gold.  

• The Ark was the first item of furniture constructed after God told Moses to build the Tabernacle.  

• It was the place where God met with and talked with Moses (Exodus 25:10-22). 



• The Tabernacle was built to house the Ark of the Covenant. The Ark of the Covenant was intended to be 
the central focus of the Most Holy Place in the Tabernacle, and 400 years later in the Temple (Ex. 40:1-21). 

• The Ark of the Covenant rested in the Most Holy Place behind a thick curtain. This heavy veil in the 
Temple was torn from top to bottom at the moment of Jesus’ death (Exodus 26:31-33; Matthew 27:50, 
51). 

• God set apart the tribe of Levi to carry the Ark and stand before him, to serve him, and to bless his name. 
Only the High Priest was allowed to enter the Most Holy Place. He entered once a year on Yom Kippur, the 
Day of Atonement, to sacrifice and to sprinkle blood on the Mercy Seat to atone for the sins of the people 
(Deut. 10:8; Lev. 16; Ex. 37:6-9). 

• The Mercy Seat was placed on top of the Ark of the Covenant. It included the winged cherubim that faced 
each other. God dwelled between the cherubim and spoke to the priest (2 Samuel 6:2 and Psalm 99:1). 

• There are two lists in Scripture about the contents of the Ark of the Covenant. 

• Hebrews 9:4 says that the Ark contained the stone tablets with the Ten Commandments (the “tables of 
the covenant”), a golden jar (pot) of manna, Aaron’s rod (stick) that budded. 

• Exodus 25:16 and Deuteronomy 10:5 list the stone tablets with the Ten Commandments. Other verses 
mention that a jar of manna (Exodus 16:32-34) and Aaron’s rod (Numbers 17:10) were laid before the 
testimony and were to be kept for future generations. 

Exodus 25:10 (NKJV) 10 “And they shall make an ark of acacia wood; two and a half cubits shall be its length, a cubit and a half its width, and a 
cubit and a half its height.  

 
Ark Represents the Presence of God 
The ark represents the presence of God, it is where God would speak to Moses (from above it - not from it – very 
important to note). 
Numbers 7:89 (NKJV) 89 Now when Moses went into the tabernacle of meeting to speak with Him, he heard the voice of One speaking to him 
from above the mercy seat that was on the ark of the Testimony, from between the two cherubim; thus He spoke to him. 

 
Go After It 
Verse 3 - then you shall set out from your place and go after it. – the people are told, when you see the ark (the 
presence of the Lord), get up and go after it! 
 
So the Secret to Victory 
So we see the secret to victory, to the spiritual prosperity, the abundant Christian life, the secret of the victory for 
the rest of your life, set your eyes on the ark, keep your eyes fixed on it, put your eyes upon Jesus from this 
moment on in your life, and follow hard after Him, don’t look back at the wilderness wandering and failures, don’t 
look beyond Him into the unknown future, but fix your eyes on Him and see where He is moving in your life and 
follow hard after Him. 
 
The Ark in the Middle / Put God in the Middle of that Problem 
In verse 17 we read that the ark stood firm in the midst of the river.  The ark was in the middle of the Jordon, that 
is at the ½ mile point, they were to keep a half mile distance, thus the people have not yet stepped into the Jordon 
themselves.  But the ark is dead center of the Jordon.  So we see, the Lord saying, that impossible thing that you 
think is an obstacle to you and entering into My promises, all I desire for you, that thing you think is impossible to 
overcome (my anger, temper, addiction, lukewarmness, depression, lust, fear, anxiety, worry, loneliness), the key 
to the victory is putting Me right in the middle of it.  The Victory Is Based On What You Look At 
Joshua 3:17 Then the priests who bore the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood firm on dry ground in the midst of the Jordan; and all Israel 
crossed over on dry ground, until all the people had crossed completely over the Jordan.  

 
The Victory Is Based On What You Look At 
 
Tell Me Something I Don’t Know 
Tell me something I don’t know you may say, you got me out of bed for that!  Tell me something I don’t 
know………… “I am”.  Because if it was something we knew, to the point that everything in our life was based on it, 
then the question is……. Why do are so many Christian marriages struggling, why are so many Christians struggle 



with addiction, lust, pornography, loneliness, depression, emptiness, anger, resentment, fear, and anxiety (just to 
name a few).   
 
Faith – Needed for What we Can’t Do 
Faith is needed, for what we can’t do.  I need no faith to eat today, I got that down pat.  I need no faith to play 
softball, that is part of my natural ability.  But now, lets talk about these other things, and I can overcome them no 
more than I can cross the Jordon River at full harvest time.  And again, many Christians are happy to just be saved, 
to pass through the Red Sea baptism of salvation, saved from wages of sin and death.  Never knowing there is a 
whole another Christian life and experience on the other side of the Jordon River, just waiting to be experienced. 
1 Corinthians 2:9 (NKJV) 9 But as it is written: “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered into the heart of man The things which God 
has prepared for those who love Him.”  

 
Plowing Straight 
In the days of old, when man plowed with horse or donkey, they were taught how to plow a straight line for crop.  
They were taught to pick an object way out in front of them, directly in front of it, and don’t take their eyes off of it 
until they reached.  Don’t look down, don’t look to the right, don’t look to the right, don’t look at the donkey, don’t 
look at the plow, don’t look down when you hit a rock, or when the horse sways, but you keep your eye fixed on 
the object until you reach the end. 
 
Looking On to Jesus 
We are told in Hebrews to look unto Jesus, fix our eyes on Him, the author and finisher of our faith.  Hebrews 12 
comes after Hebrews 11 I might add (the Hall of Faith – those who lived lives of faith). 
Hebrews 12:1–2 (NKJV) 1 Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin 
which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, 
who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  

 
Who Am I Looking At 

• The Alpha and Omega  

• The King of Kings 

• The Lord of Lords 

• The Great I Am 

• The Bright and Morning Star 

• The Hope of the Ages 

• The Lilly of the Valley 

• The Good Shepherd 

• The Light of the World 

• The Rock of Ages 

• The Strong Tower 

• The Mighty Fortress 

• The Defender 

• The Captain of the Lord’s Army 

• The Strength of Life 

• The King of the Ages 

• The King of Heaven 

• The King of the Universe 

• The King of Glory 

• The Savior of My Soul 

• The Redeemer 

• The Mighty God 
Who am I looking at, who am I putting in the middle of my problem, the middle of that obstacle that is keeping me 
from the promised land, the abundant spirit filled victorious life?  I am look at God Himself, who will fight for me.  
You need see no other. 
 



You Need See No Other 
 
How do this Practically? 
How do we do this practically? 

• Quit looking at the problem alone, and put God into the problem. 

• Quit making excuses for the problem. 

• Quit ignoring the problem 

• Put God, call Him into the middle of the problem, and say now what are we going to do. 

• Quit trying to fight this problem in the flesh, but see only the Lord can bring the victory for you. 
 
Joshua 3:4 Yet there shall be a space between you and it, about two thousand cubits by measure. Do not come 
near it, that you may know the way by which you must go, for you have not passed this way before.”  
Joshua 3:5 And Joshua said to the people, “Sanctify yourselves, for tomorrow the LORD will do wonders among 
you.”  
 
God is Near – BUT God is still Holy 
And I see another important example here for us and that is that God is near, God says come unto Me, draw close 
to me, but let man never forget that God is holy, we are to reverence His holiness.  Man can become a little too 
flippant, calling Him the Man Upstairs, where He is no man, He is the Almighty and Holy God!  When Jesus taught 
the disciples to pray, He said “hallowed by your name”.  Hallowed means, holy, uncommon, set apart, pure, 
undefiled, sanctified.  There is none like Him, He is the One True God who is to be honored and reverenced.  
Matthew 6:8–13 (NKJV) 8 “Therefore do not be like them. For your Father knows the things you have need of before you ask Him. 9 In this 
manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. 10 Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven. 11 
Give us this day our daily bread. 12 And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors. 13 And do not lead us into temptation, But deliver us from 
the evil one. For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.  

 
Sanctify – Not Strategize 
Calling is to sanctify themselves.  It is interesting that they were not told to make a strategy, to make a bridge, not 
to make barges, not to build a dam, not to sharpen their sword.  None of those things, but to sanctify themselves.  
Christian before you can go into God's promises, receive the spiritual blessings promised you, enjoy the spiritual 
blessings of God, he says sanctify yourself.    
 
In every battle, in every struggle, first and foremost I must know that I am right with the Lord.  Then regardless of 
what happens, I know I am in His will. 
 
Sanctify – Glass full of Rocks 
Before we come before the Holy God, before we can follow Him, we are called to first “sanctify” ourselves.  The 
word “sanctify” is quodosh in Hebrew. It means “to set apart” or “to prepare.” If you filled a glass full of rocks and 
then attempted to pour a pitcher of water into it, the amount of water that could be poured in would be limited by 
the rocks in the glass. If you really wanted more water in the glass, the key wouldn’t be to keep pouring more 
water because it would just spill out. The key would be to remove the rocks.  The same thing is true spiritually. A 
lot of people are trying to be filled with the Spirit when in reality they need to be emptied of sin. They need to say, 
“Search my heart, Lord. Show me the things that are restricting the flow of Your Spirit. Show me the rocks.” 
Psalm 139:23–24 (NKJV) 23 Search me, O God, and know my heart; Try me, and know my anxieties; 24 And see if there is any wicked way in me, 
And lead me in the way everlasting.  

 
Christian Anything Need Confessing? 
Christian right now we are at zero anything you need to confess before the Lord anything you need to get right 
with before the Lord come here today to get more the Lord get more Lord told him that you can confess your 
faults to him confess your sin to him say Lord cleanse me I come here right now to sanctify myself and set myself 
apart for you because I want more of you want to see your presence and experience your power to experience and 
receive your promise.  Christian just let him deal with it right now. 
1 John 1:9 (NKJV) 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

 



Tomorrow Wonders for You – Do You Believe That? 
Verse 5 - Tomorrow the Lord will wonders among you - Do you believe that God will do wonders in your life, do you 
believe that God wants to do wonders in your life?  There's a place that we can kinda come to and feel we’re just 
getting through, that being saved is good enough, and being sanctified is good enough, but that's not what's being 
said here…………. God says sanctify yourself, but don't stop there, now live to see the glory of God!  So many times 
were happy to just be sanctified, set apart, saved, we are glad that we don't curse anymore, and we don't click 
here or there, we don't say these things, and we don't do these type of things, all of that is great, but God still has 
so much more, He wants to do, and He wants to show us, His great wonders and take us into a place so far beyond 
the place we are currently living spiritually. 
1 Corinthians 2:9 (NKJV) 9 But as it is written: “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered into the heart of man The things which God 
has prepared for those who love Him.”  

 

The Ark goes Before You (3:6-17) 
Joshua 3:6 Then Joshua spoke to the priests, saying, “Take up the ark of the covenant and cross over before the 
people.” So they took up the ark of the covenant and went before the people.  
 
Step 1 
So here the priests are taking step 1, they arise and go before the people. 
 
Joshua 3:7 And the LORD said to Joshua, “This day I will begin to exalt you in the sight of all Israel, that they may 
know that, as I was with Moses, so I will be with you.  
 
Priest trust Joshua - Dads let it be same 
These priests totally trust Joshua their leader.  That is amazing to me, even to the point of exercising this step of 
great faith.  I pray all of us dads can live lives that our children will trust our words, because they trust our 
relationship with the Lord, and see that it is real 
 
Exalting Joshua – Same Power as Moses / God wants to do Same for Us Parents 
Joshua I'm exalting you before all the children of Israel so they see the power that was in Moses is now in you.  I 
believe that that's what the Lord wants to do for us, He wants to exalt you in front of your children, He wants them 
to see that the people they read about in the Bible, their mom and dad has the same power, and therefore so can 
I.  But parents, we have to live the live like Joshua did.  How did Joshua do it? 
 
 4 Keys to Victorious Christian Life 
So we start with 4 keys, right here in the first 9 verses of Chapter 1: 

1. The Dependency/Contentment of the Flesh must Die (1:1) 
2. We must Remember the Lord never Fails (1:5) 
3. Observing the Word of God – (The Key to Prosperity) - (1:6-8) 
4. Be Strong & Courageous – (The Promised Land is no Place for Cowards) - (1:9) 

 
Moses Must Die – Do the Rod Thing 
God had to replace Moses because this is a picture of faith.  The children of Israel continually looked to Moses to 
be their sufficiency (food, water, leading, parting sea), and why the dependency and contentment on the flesh 
must die as Moses would die before they entered into the land and that's the dependency on the flesh.  If Moses 
was still there he would say ok go cross the Jordon, to which they would say no you do the stick thing again, and 
Moses would say go, and they would say no-no-no, you do the stick thing.  Moses had to die, so they could walk by 
faith not by sight. 
2 Corinthians 5:7 (NKJV) 7 For we walk by faith, not by sight.  

 
 
 
 



Joshua 3:8 You shall command the priests who bear the ark of the covenant, saying, ‘When you have come to 
the edge of the water of the Jordan, you shall stand in the Jordan.’ ”  
 
Step 2 
Step one, arise with the ark, now step two come stand at the edge of the Jordon. 
 
Priests Thinking – How going to Cross in Raging Waters / God Asking them to Do Impossible / Step 1 First 
The priests must have been, wait a minute Lord how am I gonna crossover, this is high tide, the spring waters are 
high it's hard enough to tread through it like the two spies did, let alone have 4 to 6 men carrying and ark with the 
rivers raging and whipping and they have to keep their footing and stay in coordination with the footing of the 
others so that they might not fall.  And sometimes God says things to us that are absolutely impossible to do we 
have no hope of doing them but I like what these guys did……….. so they took up the ark of the covenant and went 
before the people.  They just start walking!  There is a place where we have to put ourselves in motion before God 
will give us the second step.  Many times we want every step of the way, okay Lord I want step 12345678 910 and 
then I will take step one.   But you take step one, and then God gives you step two, then three, then four, and you 
don’t know how many next steps there.  And, what you what you'll find in your life, is that your life is a continual 
progressive revelation of the Lord. Progressive revelation of the Lord to where we take a step and we see what 
He's doing and take another step and in that step we see what he's doing.  It is s an exciting thing, it is just exciting 
to live a life that. I personally don't want to know all 10 steps because then I will be bored in between steps two 
through nine, but every step is a new exciting day in our life. 
 
Note – the Ark is Covered 
Just a note, when the ark came out in public, it was covered, it wasn’t exposed to see the actual ark.  This is 
significant regarding the Holiness of God, and the veil that must still be torn by the finished work of Jesus on the 
cross.  No man can see God face-to-face until the veil has been torn. 
Numbers 4:5–6 (NKJV) 5 When the camp prepares to journey, Aaron and his sons shall come, and they shall take down the covering veil and 
cover the ark of the Testimony with it. 6 Then they shall put on it a covering of badger skins, and spread over that a cloth entirely of blue; and 
they shall insert its poles.  

 
The Thrill of the Spill / Peter walking on Water / The Risk is part of the Thrill 
Yes, step into the Jordon in faith and expect to see God do something.  Here is a key to stepping out in faith, and 
that is being willing to get dunked, soaked, dripping wet.  A place that we come and say Lord I would rather get 
dunked, soaked, dripping wet rather than not try, rather than staying here on the shore safe and dry, and 
extremely spiritually dry at that.  Lord I would rather get dunked in front of all the people, mocked and ridiculed 
rather than not step out in faith.  Peter would step out of the boat and sink, ye he took his eyes off of Jesus, and 
down he started to go until Jesus reached out and lifted him up.  The other apostles might have made jokes about 
him, oh Peter you sure are the rock, you should have seen your face as you went down.  To which Peter could say, 
yes you sure did have a good view from inside the boat didn’t you.  But hey guys, two people walked on water 
tonight, can you name them?  The possibility of failure is what makes it so exciting.  So, did Peter fail?   
You Must Release the Fear of Failing in Order to Enjoy the Life of Faith 
 
Joshua 3:9 So Joshua said to the children of Israel, “Come here, and hear the words of the LORD your God.”  
Joshua 3:10 And Joshua said, “By this you shall know that the living God is among you, and that He will without 
fail drive out from before you the Canaanites and the Hittites and the Hivites and the Perizzites and the 
Girgashites and the Amorites and the Jebusites:  
 
7 Number of Completion 
There is a listing of seven mighty nations in this land seven the number of completion God showing and promising 
to give you complete victory will give you complete domination over these people and so He will for you today. 
 
These 7 are Nothing Compared to the Jordon River 
These 7 are what is before them once they cross over, but once you see what God will do with the Jordon River, 
then from that point on you will see that nothing can stop you. 



 
Civil War Victory 
I remember one of the battles fought in the Civil War, and it was a strong fortified position held by one of the 
armies; but the days prior the other army had like 3 major battle victories in a row.  Then word came back on day 
four on another stronghold being taken.  The generals conferred with each other asking who drew up the battle 
plans to take that hill, who gave the authorization to engage the enemy at that stronghold, to which after 
conferring with each other they found that none of them gave the plan or authorization to take the hill.  So they 
went and did some more asking to the foot soldiers and it comes to find out that the foot soldiers came upon the 
hill and they just took it, they were so confident of the past victories, they were just on a roll (if you will), they just 
thought the next thing to do was to just fight and take whatever it was that was in front of them.  So it is for these 
children of Israel once they see the Jordon split, they will know who fights for them, they will stay fixed on the 
LORD, and they will know the battle belongs to the Lord. 
 
To Misjudge God – Think the Victory is Not for You 
And let me say this, for anyone here to say they can’t have these victories is to misjudge the love of your God.  To 
say yes He delivered me from Egypt, parted the Red Sea and allowed me salvation, but parting the Jordon and 
entering the Promised Land, the place of the victories Christian life, to every victory over every one of the giants in 
my life, well that isn’t for me, God reserves that for others, gives that to others, but not me.  That is to misjudge 
and underestimate the love of your God.  Salvation was just the beginning, now is the triumph and powerful 
Christian life that is awaiting you, only you need to believe that it is for you.  Rahab believed, why wouldn’t you? 
Rahab believed He is the God of the slaves, and has a heart and a passion for those who are slaves.  She believed 
so much that she would put off her harlot clothes, and be married to a man of Israel and God would put her in the 
lineage to the Messiah.  God will give victory to anyone who is wanting and willing. 
 
God will do for you what no one else is willing to do! 
 
God loves you, you are priceless to Him.  Gave His Son to have you. 
 
Joshua 3:11 Behold, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth is crossing over before you into the 
Jordan.  
Joshua 3:12 Now therefore, take for yourselves twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one man from every tribe.  
Joshua 3:13 And it shall come to pass, as soon as the soles of the feet of the priests who bear the ark of the LORD, 
the Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the waters of the Jordan, that the waters of the Jordan shall be cut off, the 
waters that come down from upstream, and they shall stand as a heap.”  
Joshua 3:14 So it was, when the people set out from their camp to cross over the Jordan, with the priests 
bearing the ark of the covenant before the people,  
Joshua 3:15 and as those who bore the ark came to the Jordan, and the feet of the priests who bore the ark 
dipped in the edge of the water (for the Jordan overflows all its banks during the whole time of harvest),  
 
Jericho thinks They have Time 
High waters, and high walls, the city of Jericho thinks they have time, they think the last thing they need to worry 
about today is the children of Israel coming into to fight them.  They might have been preparing millstones to drop, 
swords being sharpened, arrows being made, catapults put in place with mound of rocks readied, maybe even 
sending and preparing alliances with the 7 foes with just read about.  But they think they have time because the 
Jordon is keeping Israel separated from them.  Satan is the great counterfeiter, and no doubt he drew battle plans 
from this battle he got whipped in, and that is when we as Christians have to be on guard, when we think all is 
well, that we have time, that the enemy is far away, and we have our walls up to protect us.  It is then we put our 
guard down, and it is then we are taking down in defeat.  Stay on guard Christian soldier, the battle is never over. 
 
Joshua 3:16 that the waters which came down from upstream stood still, and rose in a heap very far away at 
Adam, the city that is beside Zaretan. So the waters that went down into the Sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea, 
failed, and were cut off; and the people crossed over opposite Jericho.  
 



God Works Best – where we Don’t 
Oh the impossibility of this, the Jordon crossing the impossible feat, made easy by the Lord.   
 
The Lord Works Best Where We don’t’ Work Well. 
 
God moves in More than One Place when He touches One Place 
But there to know something's up when God moves we think God's on the move in and this one little piece right 
here in this Jordan River that were crossing and we fail so often the see what he's doing here impacts up there and 
impacts down there is God is so big and is so mighty that he doesn't just work in one place he works and ties 
altogether throughout the whole world.  See the people up river and down river in the Promised Land will all go, 
hey what is going on, and eventually they will hear, and they will be like Jericho, fainthearted. 
 
Cambodia 
We think we are sending missionaries to Cambodia, but while God is working in Cambodia, He was working in 
Anne Arundel County, and other parts of the world at the same time.  He is a big God.  We witness to a guy at a 
park, who goes home and tells his wife, who tells her kids.  A group of men pray for a revival in the land, and out of 
their prayer meeting God raises a prophet up in their hometown who goes and changes the world, his name would 
be Billy Graham.  Don’t ever underestimate how your one step of faith has a ripple effect through the world. 
 
Joshua 3:17 Then the priests who bore the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood firm on dry ground in the midst 
of the Jordan; and all Israel crossed over on dry ground, until all the people had crossed completely over the 
Jordan.  
 
Dry Ground is a Miracle 
Just the fact the ground is dry and not mud is a tremendous miracle. Imagine how muddy that soil should have 
been. 
 
All Promises – for Every Last One of You 
Notice that every last one “All’ crossed over into the promise.  The promises of God are for “All”. 
 
Priests Halfway at 1 Mile 
So if Jordan is about a mile wide at this time of the season and they are to keep a half-mile distance between them 
and the ark of the priests and the ark are a dead center there halfway across for the next person would take a step. 
 
Stood Firm – Until the Job is Done 
Stood Firm - just a casual guess, but it is estimated that it would probably have taken no less than 8 hours to get 3 
(million people, some old, some young), all their possessions (tents, pots and pans, blankets, etc), and their 
livestock (cattle, sheep, goats, etc) across this one mile stretch of the dry river.  And so we see an example and 
application for us in the ministry (church and family) that we are to stand firm, until all the work is done (ALL), no 
matter how long or tiring.  Imagine standing for 8 hours, imagine bearing the ark on your shoulder for 8 hours, 
imagine looking at the people stopping to pick up rocks and go how interesting, imagine watching the wheels on 
the cart break, imagine 8 hours of standing firm, but they did…………. So that everyone would cross (ALL).  There 
will be somethings that will be hard to do, will require great sacrifice, but that is what the Lord will ask of you to do 
to ensure that “ALL” make it over whom He has put under your leadership. 
 
Come to Throne of Grace 
So now come to the throne of grace and spend time with the Lord, ask Him take this word and work it into your 
life. 
Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
 
 
 



The Keys to Faith (Chapter 3): 

• Go after it with all you have 

• Put God in the middle of you problem 

• Sanctify yourself 

• Take the step towards faith, get in motion 

• Release the fear of failure.  



Joshua 4 
Joshua 4:1-24 
 
The Theme of the Book of Joshua 
The theme of this book, the theme of these 24 chapters, the theme of Joshua’s life, and the theme for your life 
today…. 
Joshua 1:3 (NKJV) 3 Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given you, as I said to Moses.  

 
Look at the Map 
Look at the map of the land that is being given, and God is saying every step is yours already, I have given it to you 
already. 
 
Sound Familiar – Every Spiritual Blessing 
Does this sound familiar?  It sound just like Ephesians 1:3, which is the promise of God to us His children, to give us 
the abundant life that is not just promised to us, but desired for us.  Why do I say it like that, is that although it is 
promised to us, it is given to us already, but it is not yours until you possess it. 
Ephesians 1:3 (NKJV) 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 

places in Christ,  

 
Blessing means - Bounty/Spiritual Prosperity 
When you see that word blessing in the bible, it means “bountiful, prosperous, abundance”, and so what the 
promise is, is for us to have “spiritual prosperity, spiritual abundance, to have a bounty and harvest of the spiritual 
things, the things of God, the things promised in His Word”. 
 
The Zoe Life – the Abundant Life 
How fitting for us coming off of our study through the Book of John, as God’s desire for us is to have the “zoe” life, 
which is the abundant life, the God life, the life that Jesus lived when He walked this earth, and it is the life the 
apostles will live in the Book of Acts.  God wants us to have a life beyond the life this world can offer us, He wants 
us to have and live this abundant God-Life, receiving all His spiritual blessings right now, today, not tomorrow, not 
next year, not a decade from now, and surely not waiting until we die and go to heaven, but today!  Jesus did not 
come to just save us, but that after salvation we may live an abundant life! 
John 10:10 (NKJV) 10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life (zoe), and that they 
may have it more abundantly.  
 
John 20:30–31 (NKJV) 30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these are 
written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life (zoe) in His name.  

 
The Victorious Christian Life / Do You Want the Victorious Christian Life – The God Life 
God wants us living the victorious Christian life today!  Joshua will be a book of war, a book of battles, a book of 
taking ground, a book of God leading them and bring them into victory.  Do you want to live the victorious 
Christian life?  Do you want to live the abundant life that God desires for you today, right now, this very moment?  
You can leave here today by taking that first step that says “yes Lord let’s do this”. 
 
Joshua – Written as Examples (Romans 15 & 1st Corinthians 10) 
We are told in Romans 15, 1st Corinthians 10, the things that were written are written for our examples, 
admonition, and we can gather real life experiences, real life pictures that we can apply to our life here today.  The 
Book of Joshua is a book written for us to see how we can claim our spiritual inheritance, how we can live the 
victorious Christian life,  
Romans 15:4 (NKJV) 4 For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the 
Scriptures might have hope.  
 
1 Corinthians 10:11 (NKJV) 11 Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for our admonition, upon whom the 
ends of the ages have come.  

 
 



Do You want the Victorious Christian Life 
Do you want the victorious Christian life, the spirit-filled, spirit-lead, victorious, abundant, zoe life?  God wants to 
give it to you, and he has written and preserved this Book of Joshua to show us how to have it and live it. 
 
Recap Chapter 3 / The Ark – Represents the Presence of the Lord 
So to recap last weeks study, after 400 years of slavery, after 40 years of wilderness wandering, the Children of 
Israel have finally crossed over into the Promised Land as the Lord miraculously parted the waters of Jordon and 
provided safe (and dry) passage for the 2-3 million children of Israel.  The crossing took great faith as the priests 
bearing the Ark of the Covenant were told by faith to step first into the Jordon River, and as soon as the soles of 
their feet touched the water, the water parted.  As a reminder the ark as we studied last week was and for us in 
this illustration, is the presence of the Lord.  By means of these stones set up at Gilgal, the coming generations 
were to know what “the presence of the God of Jacob” (Psalm 114:7) had accomplished.   
Psalm 114:1–8 (NKJV) 1 When Israel went out of Egypt, The house of Jacob from a people of strange language, 2 Judah became His sanctuary, 
And Israel His dominion. 3 The sea saw it and fled; Jordan turned back. 4 The mountains skipped like rams, The little hills like lambs. 5 What ails 
you, O sea, that you fled? O Jordan, that you turned back? 6 O mountains, that you skipped like rams? O little hills, like lambs? 7 Tremble, O 
earth, at the presence of the Lord, At the presence of the God of Jacob, 8 Who turned the rock into a pool of water, The flint into a fountain of 
waters.  

 
Theme of Chapter 4 / Memorial Stones – Preparing the Next Generation 
And so the theme of chapter 4 is the memorial stones; God is not content with just crossing a river, He is not 
content with just doing a supernatural work of taking Jericho, God's heart is filled with the next generation and the 
next generation and the next generation and all memorials are for succeeding generations 
 
Let’s pick up our study here in chapter 4, verse 1. 
 
Joshua 4:1 And it came to pass, when all the people had completely crossed over the Jordan, that the LORD 
spoke to Joshua, saying:  
 
The Lord Spoke to Joshua 
So we start chapter 4 as we started chapter 1, and as we will read repeatedly through this book, and that is the 
Lord speaking to Joshua, and Joshua then speaking ad leading the people.  I would think so, the Lord speaking to 
Joshua, Amen?  If you are going to take these great steps of faith, you have to be sure that you are hearing from 
the Lord, being led by the Lord, and are in the will of the Lord.  If you are going to tell priests to step into rushing 
waters, tell people to carry their babies next to an invisible dam, if you are going to tell soldiers to march and shout 
and walls will come down, you might want to be sure that you have heard from the Lord. 
 
When make decision 
So for you who are getting ready to make a step of faith, here are 7 things to consider when making your decision. 
 
Is it Cool? (I shouldn’t’ be sweating over this) 

• Major Point 1 when considering your decision ask yourself, “How will this affect my relationship and 
service to the Lord?”  Will this draw me closer to the Lord or draw me away (ex. Job, relationship, home, 
recreation) 

• Major Point 2 when considering your decision ask yourself, “Has this desire stood the Test of Time?” Time 
tells all, and it is easy to get caught up in the moment, but the calling of the Lord exceeds emotion (ex.  
Returning from mission trip, exciting ministry opportunity) 

• Major Point 3 when considering your decision ask yourself, “Am I striving, trying to force or make 
something happen?”  If you are sweating, having to force your way into something, it may not be of the 
Lord.  However, know Satan will fight against you. 

 
 
 
 



Will It Count? (Who will it Impact) 

• Major Point 4 when considering your decision ask yourself, “Who am I really doing this for?”  Ohh Pride, 
oh the dangers of doing good, but really just for our own self wants and desires. 

 
Does it Conform? (The Word is a Lamp unto Our Feet) 

• Major Point 5 when considering your decision ask yourself, “Does it align with the Word?”  If it is outside 
the Word, then it is not of God (unequally yoked dating, appearances of evil, building on another man’s 
foundation, etc) 

• Major Point 6 when considering your decision ask the Lord, “Please give me a Word to stand on?”  Need a 
Word from the Lord, because war will come when you step out in faith.  That word may come via the 
scripture, or in a prayer meeting, or a brother/sister speaking something to you to which you know in 
your heart that word is right from God. 

• Major Point 7 when considering your decision ask yourself, “What does godly counsel say?”  Proverbs 
11:14.  A wise man/woman will seek godly counsel.  Some people don’t want godly counsel because they 
are afraid it may go against their desire. 

 
War is Inevitable / Heb 1 – He Speaks / Ask for a Verse 
As we saw back in verse 17 of Exodus, God took them the long way to avoid war, because they were babes.  But 
we also saw that war, is inevitable, because our King is at war, so that means then we too are at war.  Listen 
precious saint, I cannot say this strong enough, and clear enough, if you are pondering a major life change, be 
assured, at some point war will come should you move forward with that change.  New job, moving away, major 
ministry changes or something of the likes; can I encourage you in this, God speaks to His people today, through 
His Son, ask the Son to give you a word to stand on, so when the hard times come you can go back to specific 
moment and say I know this is hard, it even looks as if I made a mistake, but I remember the specific word the Lord 
had given me, and I knew this is what I was to do.  That specific word may be a verse, a moment in prayer where 
you knew it clearly was the Lord, or maybe a brother gave you a word and it immediately sunk deep into your and 
you knew it was from the Lord.  Ask the Lord, He will talk to you.  Major Point 6 when considering your decision ask 
the Lord, “please give me a Word to stand on?” 
Hebrews 1:1–2 (NKJV) 1 God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, 2 has in these last days 
spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds;  
 
Joshua 1:1–3 (NKJV) 1 After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, it came to pass that the LORD spoke to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ 
assistant, saying: 2 “Moses My servant is dead. Now therefore, arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this people, to the land which I am giving to 
them—the children of Israel. 3 Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given you, as I said to Moses.  

 
Stand on word - meditate on it for faith - rom 10 17 
Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.  Stay in the Word, wait for a word, and like Joshua you 
will have the power and boldness to step out in faith, regardless how crazy it may appear. 
Romans 10:17 (NKJV) 17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.  
 

Joshua 4:2 “Take for yourselves twelve men from the people, one man from every tribe,  
Joshua 4:3 and command them, saying, ‘Take for yourselves twelve stones from here, out of the midst of the 
Jordan, from the place where the priests’ feet stood firm. You shall carry them over with you and leave them in 
the lodging place where you lodge tonight.’ ”  
Joshua 4:4 Then Joshua called the twelve men whom he had appointed from the children of Israel, one man 
from every tribe;  
Joshua 4:5 and Joshua said to them: “Cross over before the ark of the LORD your God into the midst of the 
Jordan, and each one of you take up a stone on his shoulder, according to the number of the tribes of the 
children of Israel,  
 
Carry on Shoulder 
So we see the stone is big enough that it needs to be carried on the shoulder, this gives us an general idea of big it 
is, and how big the tower of 12 will be.  So if 1 foot in diameter (pretty big for a man to carry), and build in 
accordance to stability, say 5 on bottom, 4 layer two, and 3 on the top, this memorial is about 3-4 feet high. 



Progressive Revelation 
So here we see the progressive revelation of God’s will for our life, one step at a time.  Remember back in chapter 
3 Joshua was told to pick 12 men, but not told why.  So here we see God progressively revealing His will for Joshua 
and the Children of Israel. 
Joshua 3:12 (NKJV) 12 Now therefore, take for yourselves twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one man from every tribe.  

 
Story of Getting Passport 
I remember the Lord speaking to me to get a passport, and I said where do you want me to go?  To which the only 
word I heard back was get a passport.  So I call my friend who had a photo shop, asked if he could do the passport 
photo which he said sure thing come on down.  Then he said where are you going, and I said I don’t know God only 
told me to get a passport and be ready.  He then said, we have a 4 man team going to Russia but one of the guys 
dropped out, you should pray about joining us, to which, God later said ……….. go!  And I had the time of my life, 
and God did so many great things.  Glad I didn’t say Lord I will go through all this time and money to do this, after I 
know where I am going.  The Christian life of faith is so exciting, step out Christian and enjoy it, and you will see 
amazing things just as the Joshua did. 
 
God is Specific – Respond Specifically 
God said get 12 stones.  Get 12 stones, not 10, not 24, but 12.  God is very specific, and thus our response to His 
directions must be as specific.  The response to faith doesn’t mean that it is disorderly or all winging it.  Fulfill each 
step faithfully and specifically. 
 
Joshua 4:6 that this may be a sign among you when your children ask in time to come, saying, ‘What do these 
stones mean to you?’  
Joshua 4:7 Then you shall answer them that the waters of the Jordan were cut off before the ark of the covenant 
of the LORD; when it crossed over the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off. And these stones shall be for 
a memorial to the children of Israel forever.”  
Joshua 4:8 And the children of Israel did so, just as Joshua commanded, and took up twelve stones from the 
midst of the Jordan, as the LORD had spoken to Joshua, according to the number of the tribes of the children of 
Israel, and carried them over with them to the place where they lodged, and laid them down there.  
 
There will be 2 Sets of 12 Stones 
12 men, and 12 stones, were to be a memorial of their deliverance. These stones were the 1st of 2 groups of 12 
each.  (The 2nd by Joshua, v.9). 
 
God establishes Memorials – because we Forget / Great Enemy of Faith – is Forgetfulness 
Why would God feel that it was important to establish memorials except for the fact that we forget so much and 
need to be reminded of these great miracles that he is done in in our history and I think surely one of the greatest 
enemies to faith is forgetfulness 
 
What God done in Past – Demonstration what do in Future 
Remember, what the Lord has done in the past is a demonstration of what He will do today and in the future of 
your life. When I think back of what He has done, then I can relax remembering, He is the same yesterday, today, 
and forever; and His provision and working in my past, I can have confidence that He will work in my current 
situation and all future situations as well.  He never changes, and He loves me, He loves you, and just as you will 
bleed every last drop of blood and sweat for your children, so too will He do for you, because you are His precious 
child. 
 
Prayer Journal 
There is a great power in prayer journaling, as you go back and you look back at prayer requests, or 
words/directions from the Lord, and how He answered and moved and did a great work in your life. 
 
 
 



God is not Content with Just Supplying – But Preparing Next Generation 
Verse 6 - that this may be a sign among you when your children ask in time to come, saying, ‘What do these stones 
mean to you?’ When your children ask……..God is not content with just crossing a river, He is not content with just 
doing a supernatural work of taking Jericho, God's heart is filled with the next generation and the next generation 
and the next generation and all memorials are for succeeding generations.  God wants the great things he has 
done in our life, to be retold and told with passion about what He did in our lives, so our children will see and 
believe that He is the same, yesterday, today, and tomorrow and will work wonders in their life too. 
Hebrews 13:8 (NKJV) 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.  
 
Malachi 3:6 (NKJV) 6 “For I am the LORD, I do not change; Therefore you are not consumed, O sons of Jacob.  

 
Now the Second Set of Stones 
Joshua 4:9 Then Joshua set up twelve stones in the midst of the Jordan, in the place where the feet of the priests 
who bore the ark of the covenant stood; and they are there to this day.  
 
Joshua Stones will be Covered 
So here are the second set of 12 stones, and Joshua is erecting them in the middle of the Jordon.  So when the 
Lord releases the waters, this memorial will be covered by the water and not be seen, but only remembered by 
those who had seen him build them.  Mind you, the tower of stones is about 3-4 high, which will easily be covered. 
 
Jesus comes in Volume of the Book / 2 Ordinances 
It's fascinating as we think about and again we realized is Jesus said the volume of the book it testifies to him.  He 
said to the religious leaders you do search the Scriptures speaking of the Old Testament Scriptures for in them you 
think you have everlasting life but these are they which testify of me. One of the fascinating things about chapter 
four, of the beautiful things about it in the light of the New Testament is these two memorials and how one of 
them was hidden in the water and the other was an open memorial out on dry land.  We fast-forward into the New 
Testament and we realize as we look at the New Testament we ask ourselves what are the ordinances that Jesus 
has given to the church to the body of Christ well we find two ordinances (number one were taught by Jesus, that 
were practiced in the book of acts, and number three were taught on in the epistles) and the two ordinances are 
number one water baptism which is a public memorial in which I am testifying to the whole world my faith in Jesus 
before the saved and unsaved.  And, interesting that the second memorial that Jesus established for us in the New 
Testament is the Lord's Supper it's hidden it's for Christians only, only believers are to partake in that because only 
believers can appreciate the beauty of the miracle that is happened in our lives because of the salvation that Christ 
is brought into our lives.  And so even as it is in the Old Testament so in the New Testament two memorials one 
public one private 
Hebrews 10:7 (NKJV) 7 Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come— In the volume of the book it is written of Me— To do Your will, O God.’ ”  

 
Communion (Price Paid – Fighting from Victory 
The picture of communion, we have a picture of us and the Lord, something that is intimate and personal just 
between the two of us.  In communion we remember the price has been paid, our sins are buried and forgiven.  
But in communion we also are reminded that the Lord fights for us, and that we fight from victory, not to victory.  
So too the children of Israel, they see buried in water a God who has power over what would drown us, and the 
stones on the other side they see remind them they have a God who has already given them the victory, then need 
now go and take the victory. 
 

Communion – Time for Examine Self 
Communion with the Lord not for unbelievers, but for the church in a time for your private memorial in 
your heart examining yourself 
 
Verse 6 – What does it Mean to You Personally 
In verse 6 – the kids ask the parents, “What does it Mean to You Personally”.  And so too does communion, what 
does it mean to you.  Do you walk by the stones and say this is what God has done, or stop and remember 
intimately what God has done for you? 



Joshua 4:6 that this may be a sign among you when your children ask in time to come, saying, ‘What do these stones mean to you?’  

 
Baptism (Buried and Resurrected) 
An interesting picture in that the memorial of baptism – our sins are buried and forgotten, as we are buried with 
Christ. On the other side of the Jordon, the stones that were erected we see the memorial of baptism and the new 
man is resurrected in Christ, lifted out of death 
 
No Altar Calls - Baptism 

No altar calls the book of Acts.  In the book of Acts you stood publicly at baptism, that was where stood 
publicly before the crowds which was your testimony entering into the death and resurrection of Christ, 
that was your public testimony.  The public testimony in that culture and day would mean that you were 
excommunicated from the Temple, the Jewish religion, and no Jew would do business with you.  
Imagine if that was how it was today?  But I think many of you don’t have to imagine too far as your 
friends, family, and co-workers wonder what happen to you, someone they once thought had it so 
together now is casting all their lives into Jesus, going to church every week, going to prayer meetings, 
you have become a Jesus freak (to which I hope you are guilty as charged). 
 
John 1 & Matthew 3 / Where John Baptist was Baptizing 
In the New Testament John 1:28 the John the Baptist is baptizing at Beth a bar the house of passage, no doubt 
were the children of Israel crossed the Jordan, and he says to the religious leaders think not to say within your 
hearts that we have Abraham as our father God is able of these stones to raise up children to Abraham, children of 
faith God is able of these stones no doubt the stones he is referring to are the stones placed by Joshua in the 
middle of the Jordon River. 
John 1:26–28 (NKJV) 26 John answered them, saying, “I baptize with water, but there stands One among you whom you do not know. 27 It is He 
who, coming after me, is preferred before me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to loose.” 28 These things were done in Bethabara beyond the 
Jordan, where John was baptizing.  

 
Matthew 3:7–17 (NKJV) 7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, “Brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance, 9 and do not think to say to yourselves, ‘We have 
Abraham as our father.’ For I say to you that God is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones. 10 And even now the ax is laid to the 
root of the trees. Therefore every tree which does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 11 I indeed baptize you with water 
unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His threshing floor, and gather His wheat into the barn; but 
He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him. 14 And John tried 
to prevent Him, saying, “I need to be baptized by You, and are You coming to me?” 15 But Jesus answered and said to him, “Permit it to be so 
now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he allowed Him. 16 When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from 
the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him. 17 And 
suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”  

 
Verse 6 – What does it Mean to You Personally 
In verse 6 – the kids ask the parents, “What does it Mean to You Personally”.  And so too does communion, what 
does it mean to you.  Do you walk by the stones and say this is what God has done, or stop and remember 
intimately what God has done for you? 
Joshua 4:6 that this may be a sign among you when your children ask in time to come, saying, ‘What do these stones mean to you?’  

 
Joshua 4:10 So the priests who bore the ark stood in the midst of the Jordan until everything was finished that 
the LORD had commanded Joshua to speak to the people, according to all that Moses had commanded Joshua; 
and the people hurried and crossed over.  
Joshua 4:11 Then it came to pass, when all the people had completely crossed over, that the ark of the LORD and 
the priests crossed over in the presence of the people.  
Joshua 4:12 And the men of Reuben, the men of Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh crossed over armed before 
the children of Israel, as Moses had spoken to them.  
Joshua 4:13 About forty thousand prepared for war crossed over before the LORD for battle, to the plains of 
Jericho.  
 



Reuben – Gad – ½ Manasseh / We Like the Other Side Better 
What a remarkable thing this is here as you remember Reuben, Gad, and half tribe of Manasseh as they 
approached Canaan, they liked the land of Bashan and Gilead because it was good for grazing for they had much 
cattle.  And they said to Moses we want take our inheritance here, and not in the Promised Land.   Moses got 
upset because he said then you won’t go and fight with your brother for the Promised Land, and they said no no, 
we will go over with you and will fight the battles of Canaan and will be with our brothers until all of them come in 
their inheritance and then let us return to our inheritance on the other side of the Jordon. 
Numbers 32:16–24 (NKJV) 16 Then they came near to him and said: “We will build sheepfolds here for our livestock, and cities for our little ones, 
17 but we ourselves will be armed, ready to go before the children of Israel until we have brought them to their place; and our little ones will 
dwell in the fortified cities because of the inhabitants of the land. 18 We will not return to our homes until every one of the children of Israel has 
received his inheritance. 19 For we will not inherit with them on the other side of the Jordan and beyond, because our inheritance has fallen to us 
on this eastern side of the Jordan.” 20 Then Moses said to them: “If you do this thing, if you arm yourselves before the LORD for the war, 21 and all 
your armed men cross over the Jordan before the LORD until He has driven out His enemies from before Him, 22 and the land is subdued before 
the LORD, then afterward you may return and be blameless before the LORD and before Israel; and this land shall be your possession before the 
LORD. 23 But if you do not do so, then take note, you have sinned against the LORD; and be sure your sin will find you out. 24 Build cities for your 
little ones and folds for your sheep, and do what has proceeded out of your mouth.”  

 
Only 29% Crossed 
Now isn’t this sad as they passed over this day towards Jericho on dry ground there are 40,000 soldiers from 
Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh; but when you take the total from Ruben, Gad, and Manasseh from the book of 
numbers you have 136,000 and some odd soldiers, and now only 40,000 men cross over, as the wives and the 
children and the grandparents are all back in cities in the area of Gilead.  Only 29% of the soldiers have come to 
fight. 
 
As Camped Glad they Grabbed their Inheritance Early 
I'm sure when they camped there for those three days Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh probably thought we are glad  
got our inheritance of this side, for how in the world are we going to get across this river, across that riverbed. But 
as they crossed there were toddlers, there were kids, grandparents; there were some of who were 59 years old, 
young and teenagers that said I remember going through the Red Sea.  They say here is the mighty hand of God 
again, oh so faithful, so strong, so protecting, so loving.   
 
They Robbed Their Kids – Because they Settled for Less / Because of Comfort & Ease 
What an impression, what a blessing, what a witness to the power of God as they came to the other side, as they 
stood there watching the priest bring the Ark of the Covenant across, and then watch the waters come gushing 
down to cover the riverbed again.  The noise, the thunder, the power, and the sense what God had just done.  You 
would remember that forever.  And these 3 tribes, what a thing to rob your children of.  To rob them for settling 
for less than what God wants for them.  How wrong they were as they sat back and in the area of Gilead with the 
rich grazing lands, in their in the fortresses, but without the experience of the presence of God. 
 
If all We Leave our Children is Stuff – Lousy Job / May we Leave them Rich Spiritual Inheritance 
If all we leave our children is something that a piece a paper says is theirs, we have done a lousy job.  But if we 
leave them genuine faith in God, in Jesus Christ though we may not have much material to leave and we have left 
them everything.  Yes we should do both, but Jesus is the first and foremost. 
 
Joshua 4:14 On that day the LORD exalted Joshua in the sight of all Israel; and they feared him, as they had 
feared Moses, all the days of his life.  
 
God says Follow Joshua 
God's way of saying ladies and gentlemen remember these are very rebellious people of saying ladies and 
gentlemen this is my man this is who I have chosen to lead you in the conquest of the land and so listen to him I'm 
with them and do what he tells you to do 
 
 
 



Nobody Flinches When Joshua Reveals Jericho Plan 
God is going to reveal the battle plan for the conquest of Jericho and  it is the most unorthodox battle plan you've 
ever heard for taking a city and when Joshua brings that battle plan to the priests and the army and says listen this 
is how we are going to take Jericho, nobody even flinched nobody hesitated, and the reason that they didn't 
hesitate or balk at this very unusual plan was that God had already done this miracle confirming to, them listen n 
and do what he says, it doesn't always make sense to you, but know that I'm in it. 
 
Live that Way Before Your Kids/Spouse 
Be a man/woman of faith, one who seeks the Lord, hears the Lord, walks in faith………… and people will follow you, 
because they know you are a person of faith and God has your hear, and you have God’s power.  Why, because 
there is safety and power in faith, and people will be drawn to that. 
 
Joshua 4:15 Then the LORD spoke to Joshua, saying,  
Joshua 4:16 “Command the priests who bear the ark of the Testimony to come up from the Jordan.”  
Joshua 4:17 Joshua therefore commanded the priests, saying, “Come up from the Jordan.”  
Joshua 4:18 And it came to pass, when the priests who bore the ark of the covenant of the LORD had come from 
the midst of the Jordan, and the soles of the priests’ feet touched the dry land, that the waters of the Jordan 
returned to their place and overflowed all its banks as before.  
 
Ministry – First In & Last Out 
The picture of ministry, first one in, last ones out. 
 
Israel in Vulnerable Position / Keep Eyes on Ark (Presence of the Lord) 
Water recedes - trapped enemy territory.  Here is something to realize and that is that this step of faith really puts 
Israel in a vulnerable position.  They are hemmed in now, they have water on the left, water on the right, they are 
rising out from low ground unto higher ground, and they are all amassed in one place.  If I am a general knowing 
that they are coming, this is where I will choose my battle.  I have the high ground, I don’t even need to flank my 
position because the water has done it for me.  Israel is in a vulnerable position, but they have their eyes on the 
ark, that is all they see, that is all they are thinking, so they keep moving ahead.  Maybe you will and do feel 
vulnerable by taking this step of faith into this promised area of your life, remember Israel, and keep your eyes on 
the ark, keep moving ahead, and trust the Lord will be your protector. 
 
Those 7 Steps 
And, here is why you need to carefully consider those 7 steps, because you will continually be reminded, I feel 
vulnerable, I feel I may have made a mistake, but I remember going through those 7 steps, and I know I am exactly 
where I am supposed to be. 
 
Joshua 4:19 Now the people came up from the Jordan on the tenth day of the first month, and they camped in 
Gilgal on the east border of Jericho.  
 
Ark is Presence of Lord 
Remember, the Ark of the Covenant represented the presence of the Lord.  In the volume of the Book it speaks of 
Jesus.  Check this out! 
 
The 10th of Nissan 
The 10th of Nisan: the 40th anniversary of the preparation of the Passover (Ex 12:3). 
Exodus 12:1–3 (NKJV) 1 Now the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, 2 “This month shall be your beginning of months; it 
shall be the first month of the year to you. 3 Speak to all the congregation of Israel, saying: ‘On the tenth of this month every man shall take for 
himself a lamb, according to the house of his father, a lamb for a household.  
 
Exodus 12:5–6 (NKJV) 5 Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year. You may take it from the sheep or from the goats. 6 Now 
you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of the same month. Then the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it at twilight.  

 
 



Same Day Jesus rides into Jerusalem / Victory is only Days Away 
And it is the day of Jesus’ triumphal entry in Jerusalem; the Lamb of God being presented to the Nation of Israel to 
be the Passover Lamb.  The victory is only days away.  The Ark of the Covenant (the Presence of the Lord) comes 
into the Promised Land, the exact same day Jesus would ride into Jerusalem to head to the cross 1,400 years later. 
John 12:12–15 (NKJV) 12 The next day a great multitude that had come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, 13 
took branches of palm trees and went out to meet Him, and cried out: “Hosanna! ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!’ The King of 
Israel!” 14 Then Jesus, when He had found a young donkey, sat on it; as it is written: 15 “Fear not, daughter of Zion; Behold, your King is coming, 
Sitting on a donkey’s colt.”  

 
Your God Goes Before You 
Your God goes before you, always! 
 
Joshua 4:20 And those twelve stones which they took out of the Jordan, Joshua set up in Gilgal.  
Joshua 4:21 Then he spoke to the children of Israel, saying: “When your children ask their fathers in time to 
come, saying, ‘What are these stones?’  
Joshua 4:22 then you shall let your children know, saying, ‘Israel crossed over this Jordan on dry land’;  
Joshua 4:23 for the LORD your God dried up the waters of the Jordan before you until you had crossed over, as 
the LORD your God did to the Red Sea, which He dried up before us until we had crossed over,  
Joshua 4:24 that all the peoples of the earth may know the hand of the LORD, that it is mighty, that you may fear 
the LORD your God forever.”  
 
Not If – But when Children Ask – What are These Stones (FATHERS) 
And God says them it shall come to pass when, not if, but when the children ask their father about the stones, not 
the priests,  not the Sunday school teachers, not the Levites, but it shall come to pass when the children asked 
their fathers. 
 
Glory of Children is the Father 
It says in Proverbs the glory of children is their father; the mother is a different role 
Proverbs 17:6 (NKJV) 6 Children’s children are the crown of old men, And the glory of children is their father.  

 
Verse 6 – What does it Mean to You Personally 
In verse 6 – the kids ask the parents, “What does it Mean to You Personally”.  And so too does communion, what 
does it mean to you.  Do you walk by the stones and say this is what God has done, or stop and remember 
intimately what God has done for you? 
Joshua 4:6 that this may be a sign among you when your children ask in time to come, saying, ‘What do these stones mean to you?’  

 
What does Cross Mean – What does Baptism Mean? 
The Cross is more than a story, it isn’t just head knowledge; the cross is about God loving me personally, coming 
for me personally.  Baptism, I made a public profession and now I live my profession 
 
Dad’s I Hope Certain Things are Unchanging  / Great Damage – Say One Thing – Live Another 
Dads I hope that you have certain things in place in your life that never change because we do the greatest damage 
when we tell our kids one thing, and we live another way.  I am talking to the dads, there is not a more confusing 
signal you can send your kids than to teach them one thing and then live another way.  You are deceived if you do 
that, they will observe your life, and if you love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength they 
will grow up and they will want to know your God.  And if your God is pornography or alcohol or some other thing, 
they will see that to they will want to know your God.   
 
Dads You have to Have Memorial in Place you Committed To 
Dads you're the ones that have to have memorials in place that you have to be committed to, certain things your 
committed to your entire life, and let them see that stability all the years that they grow up around you; not just by 
your mouth but things that you have put in place that are never removed. 
 
 



Story of Boy Following in Dads Footprints 
I am reminded of the story of the father who one evening after he finished the end of his 6-pack got up to go get 
another, which wasn’t a big deal considering the liquor store was just a block away.  Fresh snow had just fallen, 
now problem to him as he put on his snow boots and heads out.  About 100 yards into the walk he heard noise 
behind him, and he turns and he sees his son all dressed in his snow gear following him.  His son is taking big steps, 
so he stepped in all his dads’ snow prints.  The dad says son what are you doing, to which he replied, I am following 
in your footsteps dad.  To which the dad came and picked up the son in his arms, headed home, never to drink 
again. 
 
What do these Stones Mean to You / How about Reuben- Gad - Manasseh 
Dads, your children are following you, and looking to you.  What do these memorials mean to you?  Does Reuben, 
Gad and Manasseh speak anything to you? 
 
Anyone Even Considering Divorce – Stop! 
I tell you this one of the greatest plagues in America today are homes without fathers.  If anyone's here even 
contemplating divorce you need to reconcile your divorce need to die to yourself needing to reconcile your divorce 
because these broken homes are destroying our children.  You don't know what it's like living with my spouse. 
Joshua chapter 3, it is a picture of God partying the Jordan River the obstacle before them looked impossible to 
cross over and God showed how to do it they did it by telling them his presence and center in the middle of it. And 
I will take you back to the four keys to Joshua's victory again be the four keys the victory of your marriage. 
 
4 Keys to Victorious Christian Life 
So we start with 4 keys, right here in our first 9 verses 

1. The Dependency of the Flesh must Die (1:1) 
2. We must Remember the Lord never Fails (1:5) 
3. The Word of God – (The Key to Prosperity) - (1:6-8) 
4. Be Strong & Courageous – (The Promised Land is no Place for Cowards) - (1:9) 

 

Conclusion 
 
Come to Throne of Grace 
So now come to the throne of grace and spend time with the Lord, ask Him take this word and work it into your 
life. 
Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 

Side Note 
Interesting Look - The Parable of Two Seas 

• There are two seas: both fed by the same river, filled with the same source. 

• One brings forth green fields, fruit bearing trees, and is surrounded by verdant beauty. The other is 
desert, surrounded by death.  Nothing can grow in or near it. 

• One is the Sea of Galilee.  The other is the Dead Sea.  Both are fed by the Jordan River. 

• One passes its water on, and is synonymous with life itself.  The other receives, but does not pass its 
water on further.  It is contained in itself. It is synonymous with death. 

• John the Baptist baptized Jesus in the Jordan at Beth Bara—the House of Passage when He began His 
ministry. 

• Jesus promised us “living water,” and that our bellies would become torrents of living water to others—
overflowing (Jn 4:10,11; 7:38).  And a source to others around us. 

• Some of us receive, but don’t become a source to others.  Are we like the Sea of Galilee—surrounded by 
fruit bearing—or are we like the Dead Sea, only receiving and not passing on to other 

 
 

  



Joshua 5 
Joshua 5:1-15 
 
The Theme of the Book of Joshua 
The theme of this book, the theme of these 24 chapters, the theme of Joshua’s life, and the theme for your life 
today…. 
Joshua 1:3 (NKJV) 3 Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given you, as I said to Moses.  

 
Look at the Map 
Look at the map of the land that is being given, and God is saying every step is yours already, I have given it to you 
already. 
 
Sound Familiar – Every Spiritual Blessing 
Does this sound familiar?  It sound just like Ephesians 1:3, which is the promise of God to us His children, to give us 
the abundant life that is not just promised to us, but desired for us.  Why do I say it like that, is that although it is 
promised to us, it is given to us already, but it is not yours until you possess it. 
Ephesians 1:3 (NKJV) 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 

places in Christ,  

 
Blessing means - Bounty/Spiritual Prosperity 
When you see that word blessing in the bible, it means “bountiful, prosperous, abundance”, and so what the 
promise is, is for us to have “spiritual prosperity, spiritual abundance, to have a bounty and harvest of the spiritual 
things, the things of God, the things promised in His Word”. 
 
The Zoe Life – the Abundant Life 
How fitting for us coming off of our study through the Book of John, as God’s desire for us is to have the “zoe” life, 
which is the abundant life, the God life, the life that Jesus lived when He walked this earth, and it is the life the 
apostles will live in the Book of Acts.  God wants us to have a life beyond the life this world can offer us, He wants 
us to have and live this abundant God-Life, receiving all His spiritual blessings right now, today, not tomorrow, not 
next year, not a decade from now, and surely not waiting until we die and go to heaven, but today!  Jesus did not 
come to just save us, but that after salvation we may live an abundant life! 
John 10:10 (NKJV) 10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life (zoe), and that they 
may have it more abundantly.  
 
John 20:30–31 (NKJV) 30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these are 
written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life (zoe) in His name.  

 
The Victorious Christian Life / Do You Want the Victorious Christian Life – The God Life 
God wants us living the victorious Christian life today!  Joshua will be a book of war, a book of battles, a book of 
taking ground, a book of God leading them and bring them into victory.  Do you want to live the victorious 
Christian life?  Do you want to live the abundant life that God desires for you today, right now, this very moment?  
You can leave here today by taking that first step that says “yes Lord let’s do this”. 
 
Joshua – Written as Examples (Romans 15 & 1st Corinthians 10) 
We are told in Romans 15, 1st Corinthians 10, the things that were written are written for our examples, 
admonition, and we can gather real life experiences, real life pictures that we can apply to our life here today.  The 
Book of Joshua is a book written for us to see how we can claim our spiritual inheritance, how we can live the 
victorious Christian life,  
Romans 15:4 (NKJV) 4 For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the 
Scriptures might have hope.  
 
1 Corinthians 10:11 (NKJV) 11 Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for our admonition, upon whom the 
ends of the ages have come.  

 
 



Recap Chapters 1-4 
Chapter 1 – Promise Given to Joshua (God will never leave you nor fail you) 
Chapter 2 – Spies into the Land (the enemy is already defeated) 
Chapter 3 – The Jordon River Crossing (put God in the middle of the obstacle and it must flee) 
Chapter 4 – Memorial Stones (preparing the next generation) 
 
Now, let’s get into chapter 5 
 
Joshua 5:1 So it was, when all the kings of the Amorites who were on the west side of the Jordan, and all the 
kings of the Canaanites who were by the sea, heard that the LORD had dried up the waters of the Jordan from 
before the children of Israel until we had crossed over, that their heart melted; and there was no spirit in them 
any longer because of the children of Israel.  
Joshua 5:2 At that time the LORD said to Joshua, “Make flint knives for yourself, and circumcise the sons of Israel 
again the second time.”  
 
Bad Military Plan 
How many of you remember the rapid march to Bagdad in the Iraqi war in 2003?  It was a rapid push, soldiers and 
heavy military fighting equipment marched nearly all day for several days, and then arrived and quickly and 
decisively took the city.  Now I want you to imagine that after those days of forced marching, when the soldiers 
where on the edge of the city, that the USA stopped and circumcised all the soldiers….. with flint knives! 
 
Joshua, this is a very bad military plan, very, very bad.  This plan will never be taught at the US war College.  The 
Children of Israel were in enemy territory and, thus, especially vulnerable because they have now hemmed 
themselves in by having the Jordon River behind them, and by being in the Jordon Valley (which gave the enemy 
the high ground while they sat in the low ground), Israel is in a terrible military position just from a troop 
positioning, but then to incapacitate all your men of war by circumcising them…………. They are absolutely 
vulnerable.   
 
God is in Control 
But of course, God is in control, and he demonstrated His power right before them by parting the Jordon River. 
 
Land is Yours – But First have to Deal with Some Things 
God has given them the them the land (He has continually spoke it in past tense), but first there are some things to 
deal with before they move into all that He has for them, and the same is for us too, as all these stories are 
examples for us to glean and apply to our lives personally (Romans 15:4). 
 
Human Wisdom Says Strike Now / In Spiritual Warfare – Proper Preparation is Essential 
It would appear (to human wisdom) that now was the time to strike: fear had gripped the enemy.  But in spiritual 
warfare—and that’s what we are dealing with, always—proper preparation is essential. 
 
3 Things in Preparation 
We will see three things that God wants to deal with before they take the land, three things He wants established 
very clear as principals that they were to keep and return to often, three things that would not only prepare them 
to enter into all the Promises of God, but also to maintain them.  So often we fight to receive the promises of God, 
but then we lose them shortly thereafter because we forget them, because we don’t return to them (and we will 
talk more about that and them in this study). 
 
Outline for Chapter 5 

• The Covenant of Circumcision (5:1-9) 

• The Passover Remembrance (5:10-12) 

• The Commander of the Lord’s Army (5:13-15) 
 



The Covenant of Circumcision (5:1-9) 
Joshua 5:1 So it was, when all the kings of the Amorites who were on the west side of the Jordan, and all the 
kings of the Canaanites who were by the sea, heard that the LORD had dried up the waters of the Jordan from 
before the children of Israel until we had crossed over, that their heart melted; and there was no spirit in them 
any longer because of the children of Israel.  
 
The Enemy is Already Defeated 
So the enemies of Israel, the squatters in the land, their hearts are faint because they know the mighty God is for 
Israel, and He is coming to take the land for His children.  The enemy is already defeated before the battle even 
begins; they will still stay and fight, they will try to hang on to the land, they won’t let go, but in the end they are 
already defeated.  So as a reminder, your enemy (the flesh, the world, and the Devil), are already defeated 
because of the finished work of Jesus on the cross.  They are merely squatters, they won’t leave on their own 
accord even though already defeated, but when you come (in accordance to all we wills study today), they will 
have to flee. 
 
Dried Up the Waters 
Verse 1 - that the LORD had dried up the waters of the Jordan - It can appear to be a general statement, but I see it 
so much more than that.  We know God built a water heap upstream about 20 miles, but that doesn’t mean that 
when He built the dam that the remaining water flowed down to the Red Sea and that is how the river became 
dry.  No, when the priests put their soles on the water (with the Ark on their shoulder – which was the presence of 
God), it immediately dried up, evaporated, disappeared in a blink of the eye.  The water was an obstacle between 
Israel and Promised Land, and God dried that obstacle in a blink of an eye.  I want to say to you today, that you 
don’t need 12 steps to overcome your obstacle, that thing that is keeping you from the promises of God, that you 
only need one step (I am not attacking AA), and that is the step towards God, His presence, and He will and can dry 
up that obstacle in a blink of an eye.  You can have victory today over that obstacle in your life, by putting your 
faith in Christ, and believing Him to have the power to overcome that obstacle for you.  But, although it is one 
step, I can’t guarantee you that it is one and done.  Although they will cross over the Jordon, we will read a lifetime 
of battles, because the enemy is never going to leave you freely, he will continually try to claim territory that isn’t 
his, and thus you will have to prepare for war every day.   
 
Chapter 5 – Three Things Daily for Daily war 
And Chapter 5 is going to give us three things we will need to do daily to fight the battle that comes every day. 
 
Joshua 5:2 At that time the LORD said to Joshua, “Make flint knives for yourself, and circumcise the sons of Israel 
again the second time.”  
 
Flint Knives 
Flint is a stone which is very hard.  When you break the stone, it leaves a very sharp edge.  It can be made even 
sharper by rubbing it along a coarse porous rock.  Flint was used in earlier days and even into early America to 
make knives and arrows before the readily availability of metal.  Although flint is sharp, it is not as sharp as steel 
can be honed to, so this circumcision would be very painful and take time to heal. 
 
First Passover – After the Exodus 
Verse 2 - Although not recorded in the scriptures, the first time all the men of Israel would have been circumcised 
would most likely have been right after the second Passover (which happened in year 2 after the exodus from 
Egypt), we read of that in Numbers 9.  We can deduce this because the command to be circumcised in order to 
partake in the Passover came after the first Passover in Egypt (Exodus 12).  So, we can deduce that every male was 
circumcised before partaking in the 2nd Passover.  We deduce that they were not keeping the rite of circumcision 
while in Egypt, because we read here that they were not circumcising their children over these last 40 years.  It 
would seem a contradiction that they would keep circumcision while slaves in Egypt, but quit once they were free 
from Egypt.  Many researchers believe they did keep circumcision while in Egypt because they were not allowed 
to,  



Numbers 9:1–5 (NKJV) 1 Now the LORD spoke to Moses in the Wilderness of Sinai, in the first month of the second year after they had come out 
of the land of Egypt, saying: 2 “Let the children of Israel keep the Passover at its appointed time. 3 On the fourteenth day of this month, at 
twilight, you shall keep it at its appointed time. According to all its rites and ceremonies you shall keep it.” 4 So Moses told the children of Israel 
that they should keep the Passover. 5 And they kept the Passover on the fourteenth day of the first month, at twilight, in the Wilderness of Sinai; 
according to all that the LORD commanded Moses, so the children of Israel did.  
 
Exodus 12:12–13 (NKJV) 12 ‘For I will pass through the land of Egypt on that night, and will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man 
and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the LORD. 13 Now the blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where 
you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall not be on you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.  
 
Exodus 12:43–49 (NKJV) 43 And the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “This is the ordinance of the Passover: No foreigner shall eat it. 44 But every 
man’s servant who is bought for money, when you have circumcised him, then he may eat it. 45 A sojourner and a hired servant shall not eat it. 46 
In one house it shall be eaten; you shall not carry any of the flesh outside the house, nor shall you break one of its bones. 47 All the congregation 
of Israel shall keep it. 48 And when a stranger dwells with you and wants to keep the Passover to the LORD, let all his males be circumcised, and 
then let him come near and keep it; and he shall be as a native of the land. For no uncircumcised person shall eat it. 49 One law shall be for the 
native-born and for the stranger who dwells among you.”  

 
Joshua 5:3 So Joshua made flint knives for himself, and circumcised the sons of Israel at the hill of the foreskins.  
Joshua 5:4 And this is the reason why Joshua circumcised them: All the people who came out of Egypt who were 
males, all the men of war, had died in the wilderness on the way, after they had come out of Egypt.  
Joshua 5:5 For all the people who came out had been circumcised, but all the people born in the wilderness, on 
the way as they came out of Egypt, had not been circumcised.  
Joshua 5:6 For the children of Israel walked forty years in the wilderness, till all the people who were men of 
war, who came out of Egypt, were consumed, because they did not obey the voice of the LORD—to whom the 
LORD swore that He would not show them the land which the LORD had sworn to their fathers that He would give 
us, “a land flowing with milk and honey.”  
Joshua 5:7 Then Joshua circumcised their sons whom He raised up in their place; for they were uncircumcised, 
because they had not been circumcised on the way.  
 
All Men Were Never Circumcised 
So all the men currently alive, under the age of 40, had never been circumcised all the 40 years in the wilderness 
wandering.  
 
Moses Goofed – God blotted out Sin 
Even Moses apparently goofed: he didn’t follow directions (Cf. Ex 4:24-26). [His sins also appear to be “blotted 
out.”].  I don't know why they didn't faithfully anticipate and uphold continue on with circumcision in the 
wilderness I do know God is ever so gracious, as He gives them a second chance, as He's always giving us second 
chances. 
Exodus 4:24–26 (NKJV) 24 And it came to pass on the way, at the encampment, that the LORD met him and sought to kill him. 25 Then Zipporah 
took a sharp stone and cut off the foreskin of her son and cast it at Moses’ feet, and said, “Surely you are a husband of blood to me!” 26 So He let 
him go. Then she said, “You are a husband of blood!”—because of the circumcision.  

 
Genesis 17 – Circumcision was Sign of Covenant with God & His People 
All the way back in Genesis 17, circumcision was a covenant between God and the children of Abraham.  That 
covenant was passed down from Abraham, to Isaac, to Jacob (whose name would be changed to Israel), and thus 
through all the generations of the children of Israel.   
Genesis 17:1–14 (NKJV) 1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am Almighty God; walk 
before Me and be blameless. 2 And I will make My covenant between Me and you, and will multiply you exceedingly.” 3 Then Abram fell on his 
face, and God talked with him, saying: 4 “As for Me, behold, My covenant is with you, and you shall be a father of many nations. 5 No longer 
shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you a father of many nations. 6 I will make you exceedingly 
fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 7 And I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your 
descendants after you in their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and your descendants after you. 8 Also I give to you and 
your descendants after you the land in which you are a stranger, all the land of Canaan, as an everlasting possession; and I will be their God.” 9 
And God said to Abraham: “As for you, you shall keep My covenant, you and your descendants after you throughout their generat ions. 10 This is 
My covenant which you shall keep, between Me and you and your descendants after you: Every male child among you shall be circumcised; 11 
and you shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between Me and you. 12 He who is eight days old 
among you shall be circumcised, every male child in your generations, he who is born in your house or bought with money from any foreigner 
who is not your descendant. 13 He who is born in your house and he who is bought with your money must be circumcised, and My covenant shall 



be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant. 14 And the uncircumcised male child, who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin, that person 
shall be cut off from his people; he has broken My covenant.”  

 
Before we begin the Topic – Circumcision is (Not Required for Salvation) 
Circumcision Needed Today? 
Does a Christian need to be circumcised today, No, and praise the Lord: 
(Philippians 3:3 NKJV)  For we are the circumcision, who worship God in the Spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh,  

 
Abraham Righteous because he Believed 
It is important to note that Abraham wasn't accounted righteous before the Lord because of circumcision, but 
because he believed.  Abraham received circumcision as a personal seal of the righteousness of the faith he had 
(Rom 4:11). 
(Romans 4:10 NKJV)  How then was it accounted? While he was circumcised, or uncircumcised? Not while circumcised, but while uncircumcised. 
(Romans 4:11 NKJV)  And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had while still uncircumcised, 
that he might be the father of all those who believe, though they are uncircumcised, that righteousness might be imputed to them also, 

 
We are Righteous By Faith 
The same is true for us, and we are sealed not by baptism, but by the Holy Spirit when we believe on the Lord for 
salvation: 
(Ephesians 1:13 NKJV)  In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, 
you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, 

 
Circumcision Represented 3 Things 
Circumcision was an outward act that represented three things between God and His people: 

• A Covenant between God and His People (Ownership – a Sign they are My people) 

• The Cutting Away of the Flesh (His people are to be sensitive to the sins of the Flesh) 

• Complete Trust in the Lord (although I don’t completely understand it – It will be profitable to me) 
 
1 - A Covenant between God and His People (Ownership – a Sign they are My people) 
 
A Sign - A Token / Not My Choice 
So God is saying to Abraham (here in Genesis 17), now I am going to give you a sign, a token, of the covenant.  
 
Ownership 
Circumcision was a sign of ownership, that these people are special, and are My people   In time to come, the child 
that was born was not considered a Jew until he was circumcised. You weren't a Jew by natural birth, but became 
a Jew the day you were circumcised. That was the rite by which you entered into national life.  
 
Continual Reminder 
Circumcision will be a continual reminder, every day, I am God’s 
 
Husbands – Your Wife will Know 
Husbands, your wife will truly know if you are all that you say you are. 
 
2 - The Cutting Away of the Flesh (His people are to be sensitive to the sins of the Flesh) 
 
Signifies Cutting Off the Flesh / Live a Life After the Spirit 
God established this covenant with Abraham. It was to be marked by circumcision, which signified not to live or 
walk after the flesh. The cutting off of the life of the flesh in order that you might live the life of the Spirit. God said 
if they would not have the rite of circumcision then they were to be cut off from being the people of God. You 
cannot be a man/woman of God and walk after the flesh. It is only as you walk after the Spirit that you are truly a 
man/woman of God.  
 
 



Why Circumcision / Very Delicate / Be Sensitive of Every Sin / No Sin Ranking 
But why did God choose circumcision? Because God wanted this covenant (this cutting off the flesh and living after 
the Spirit) to be very sensitive, very delicate.  Obviously this is the most sensitive and delicate area of the flesh.  
The Lord was saying to Abraham, I've given you a new name, I placed my ruach (spirit) within you, now walk before 
me, be ye perfect, no longer live after the flesh, but the Spirit, for I am Almighty God.  God wants the things of the 
flesh to be very sensitive to us.  Give me a tattoo on my shoulder (a little uncomfortable), pierce my ear or tongue 
(a little more uncomfortable), but circumcision my knees quiver.  The Lord is saying every work of your flesh is to 
be sensitive to you as you walk before me.  Let everything of your flesh be a big deal, there is no ranking of sin in 
your life (see study in James on The Test of the Law).  God is Holy, and His Holiness is too pure to look upon 
wickedness (Hab 1:13).  Abraham! I am Almighty God, Walk before Me, Be Ye Perfect 
 
The Outward Sign – Picture of the Heart 
The outward sign of circumcision is just like baptism, it is meant as a picture of what is going on in the heart, what 
has happened in the heart. 
Deuteronomy 10:16 (NKJV) 16 Therefore circumcise the foreskin of your heart, and be stiff-necked no longer.  
 
Romans 2:29 (NKJV) 29 but he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit, not in the letter; whose praise is 
not from men but from God.  
 
Colossians 2:11 (NKJV) 11 In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the sins of the 
flesh, by the circumcision of Christ,  

 
Works of Flesh 
What are the works of the flesh: 
(Galatians 5:19 NKJV)  Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 
(Galatians 5:20 NKJV)  idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies,  
(Galatians 5:21 NKJV)  envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that 
those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

 
Works of Spirit 
What are the works of the Spirit: 
(Galatians 5:22 NKJV)  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
(Galatians 5:23 NKJV)  gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 
(Galatians 5:24 NKJV)  And those who are Christ's have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 
(Galatians 5:25 NKJV)  If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 

 
Continual Reminder 
Circumcision was to be a continual reminder to the Jewish people that they were different from the rest of the 
world.  It was a continual reminder to be pure and holy before the Lord.  To live a life after the Spirit. 
 
Baptism - The Sequel / Burying the Flesh / Beginning a New Life in the Spirit 
The sequel of circumcision in the New Testament is water baptism and the significance is the exact same thing. 
Water baptism signifies the death of the life after the flesh and a life governed by the flesh. There is the burying of 
everything that was done in that life of the flesh and the beginning of the new life in the Spirit. The resurrection 
and the newness of life in Christ Jesus to walk now after the Spirit as you come up out of the waters or out of the 
grave 
 
Wasted Ritual 
Both baptism and circumcision can just become a ritual, and both would be a waste if the heart isn't right.  When 
we get to the New Testament, Paul begins to show the folly of trusting in a ritual. He says in Romans, Chapter 2: 
Romans 2:25–29 (NKJV) 25 For circumcision is indeed profitable if you keep the law; but if you are a breaker of the law, your circumcision has 
become uncircumcision. 26 Therefore, if an uncircumcised man keeps the righteous requirements of the law, will not his uncircumcision be 
counted as circumcision? 27 And will not the physically uncircumcised, if he fulfills the law, judge you who, even with your written code and 
circumcision, are a transgressor of the law? 28 For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh; 29 
but he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit, not in the letter; whose praise is not from men but from 
God.  

 



God Interested in Your Heart / Rite into National Life / Christian Life 
God is interested that your heart is after the Spirit and not after the flesh. Circumcision doesn't avail a man 
anything if he is not walking and living after the Spirit. If God accounts the walk after the Spirit as true circumcision, 
then it isn't the fleshly rite that does anything; therefore, the gentiles, who are not circumcised, are considered the 
people of God because in their heart there is that circumcision and walking after the things of the Spirit. It is a rite 
of the Jews by which they entered into the national life and became a Jew.  Many Christians think the same about 
baptism, that it is rite which they enter into Christian life. 
 
The Lord is Never Done with the Cutting Away of the Flesh 
The Lord is never done trimming, a year later, a decade later, He is always trimming, because He is always desiring 
to take us to greater heights and great things in Him.  We need to continual return to Gilgal and do inventory, and 
let the Lord do His surgery as required. 
 
God can’t do a Great Work – If the Heart is Wrong before Him 
God can’t, and wont, do a great work in us if we are walking after the things of the flesh, involved in unrepentant 
habitual sin.  God can’t do a great work if our heart is not right before Him. 
Acts 3:19 (NKJV) 19 Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from the 
presence of the Lord,  

 
3 - Complete Trust in the Lord (although I don’t completely understand it – It will be profitable to me) 
 
Complete Trust in the Lord 
For these children of Israel, we see a complete trust in the Lord.  That somehow this rite, will produce profitable 
results, even if they can’t understand it.  Sometimes we wonder why we cant do something, it seems so harmless, 
but a circumcised heart says regardless whether I understand it, I will obey.  For the children of Israel, we see them 
literally applying that principal here. 
 
Interesting Notes: 
Verse 12 - performed on the eighth day: No explanation was given why the eighth day was specified for 
circumcision, but medical research now shows that the blood-clotting element Vitamin K rises to an adequate level 
at the 8th day. 
 
Back in the turn of the 19th century, in NYC they noticed that Jewish woman had a lower rate of cervical cancer 
than non-Jewish woman.  Upon further study they found it was because Jewish woman only married Jewish males 
and the males were circumcised, and carried less bacteria than the uncircumcised. 
 
Conclusion of Circumcision Topic 
 
Gilgal – Place of Consecration 
Gilgal is also a place of consecration, it is a place where they trim away the flesh.  Before God can do great things 
for us, and again he says his eyes go to looking for a man whose that he might show himself strong with, that we 
should cut away the things of the flesh.  It is not a physical thing but it's a trimming away of that part of our carnal 
nature that would ever stand in the way of what God wants to do. 
 
You have to Be Committed & Set Your Priorities 
Precious saints, you have to be committed to following hard after the Lord, presenting yourself a living sacrifice, a 
circumcision of the heart, and that is a daily requirement.  And you have to set your priorities, and not let the 
pressing things creep into them and rob you from them.  Below are the morning commitments I make every day to 
the Lord, and the top 5 priorities I remind myself of every morning before I begin my day. 
 
My Daily Commitment 
"Today, Lord Jesus I am presenting myself to You as a living sacrifice.  I am presenting myself to You as Your 
servant. I will obey You. I will follow You. I will do whatever You ask no matter how hard or difficult it might be.  I 



do not belong to me, I belong to You. You have bought me with Your blood. You are the Lord and King of my life 
today.   
 
Today I will read Your Word.  Today I will be devoted to prayer. Today I will love my wife the way Christ loves the 
Church.  Today I will be the kind of father to my children that You are to me.  Today I will do my part to build Your 
church at CCAAC and around the world. Today I will take every thought captive to the obedience of Christ. Today I 
will rejoice about everything and grumble about nothing.  Today I will love every person (saved and unsaved) you 
sovereignly bring into my life, and invest myself in them. Today I will live my life as if it is the last before I stand 
before you at the Judgment Seat of Christ and am rewarded for the life that I have lived for You.   
Today I sanctify myself to You.  Today Lord I will guard myself against the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and 
the pride of life. 
 
I can't keep these commitments in my strength. Please give me your strength to keep these commitments that I 
believe are Your will for my life.  Control me with Your Holy Spirit.  Baptize me with Your Holy Spirit so it is You they 
encounter not me.  I trust You that You will give me all the spiritual blessings (inheritance) that You promise to me, 
in accordance to Your Word.   
 
I need Your wisdom to live my life for You today. I am greatly lacking in wisdom. Please give me Your wisdom 
today, more than you gave Solomon so that I will know what to say and do in every situation so that I might glorify 
You with my life today.   
 
I love You My Lord.” 
 
5 Priorities 
My 5 Priorities Today (no specific order): 

• Renee 

• Camden 

• The Ministry You have Given Me (Prayer & the Word) 

• Your Presence 
• Rest 

 
Joshua 5:8 So it was, when they had finished circumcising all the people, that they stayed in their places in the 
camp till they were healed.  
 
Vulnerable - But Trusted Joshua 
Until they were healed, not sure exactly how long that took to be healed, and thye are surely in a vulnerable place 
with the Jordon River behind them and Jericho and the land full of them enemies before them, and they are 
incapacitated to fight.  But they trust Joshua’s leadership, and more so they are trusting the Lord to protect them. 
 
8 People Needed in Our Lives 
Joshua, what a leader, what a man of faith.  So much to learn from him, and so many attributes for us to seek after 
for ourselves.  Joshua is a beautiful picture of Christ.  How many of you would love to have met Joshua and just got 
to be around him.  I would imagine every time I left hanging out with him, I would have been strengthened and 
encouraged.  I came up with a list of people that I say we should all have in our lives. 

1. Joshua – Just a bold and gusty brother/sister in the Lord.  A man/woman of God that has great faith, and 
never shies away from a battle. 

2. Nathan – we all need a Nathan in our lives that won’t be afraid to call us out when we are out of line. Just 
as Nathan busted King David for his sin with Bathsheba, so we need in a Nathan in our life who isn’t able 
to confront us, regardless what it would do to our relationship.   

3. Jonathan – We all need a Jonathan in our life.  Jonathan loved David unconditionally, even to the point 
that Jonathan would give up his right to the throne for David.  Jonathan loved at all times, and was David’s 



greatest supporter, he rooted David on.  We all need a person in our lives like that.  We all should be this 
to others in our lives. 

4. Paul/Moses/Peter – we all need a mature Christian mentor in our lives.  Just as Paul was to Timothy and 
Moses was to Joshua.  Glean their wisdom and knowledge, and get us maturity faster than bumbling 
along trying to figure everything out on our own.  

5. Timothy/Joshua – we all should be mentoring someone, investing our wisdom and experience into 
someone who younger in the Lord than we are. 

6. Mephibosheth – was the son of Jonathan who had lame feet, was unable to do for himself.  David took 
him into his home and had him sit at his kings David and eat with him daily.  We all need a Mephibosheth 
in our lives, maybe a couple hundred of them, people who we bless and get absolutely no material 
blessing in return, only the blessing that we took care of hurting and downcast.  I say, let “no one” ever 
say “no one” ever cared. 

7. Daniel/Apostle John – we need people in our lives who have demonstrated faithfulness regardless of the 
circumstance.  People we can see and speak with who will always remind us and tell us about how to be 
faithful, even when the skies are dark. 

8. Joseph – a dreamer.  We all need dreamers in our lives, people who dream big, so we don’t stay small. 
 
If you don’t have someone like these in your life, pray the Lord bring you them.  While you wait, read biblical 
accounts or biographies of people like them.  And, ask God to make you one of them in someone else’s life. 
 
Joshua 5:9 Then the LORD said to Joshua, “This day I have rolled away the reproach of Egypt from you.” 
Therefore the name of the place is called Gilgal to this day.  
 
Gilgal – Roll Away 
(“Gilgal” means rolling away.)  God is rolling away, taking something off of them, and always wants to do the same 
for you. 
 
What was Reproach 
What could the reproach be that is spoken of here?  Maybe the mocking and tagging of them being slaves for 400 
years.  Maybe the 40 years of wilderness wandering.  But this verse still seems to be in the context of circumcision.  
To Israel (back to Genesis 17), circumcision was “The Badge of Freedom”.  See it appears from historical study of 
ancient Egypt, that circumcision was prohibited to the Hebrews while they were slaves in Egypt; it was the 
distinctive mark of the ruling class.  (Ezek 32:19; Jer 9:25-26)  Even so, it did not have the same significance for the 
Egyptian: for the Israelite it was a token of his relationship to God.  Lacking it, no Israelite could eat the Passover 
(Ex 12:43-48).  That would be to his reproach. 
 
The Earth’s is the Lord / Regardless if World Hijacks it 
Why after the first circumcision the parents didn’t faithful fulfill the command of God to circumcise their children 
on the eighth day baffles me.  The earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof. I think there's a place where 
sometimes what the world has now seized and made their own that we as a church don't want to go back to it 
because we think it's tainted. I remember in Bible college one of the young man came up to me and he didn't want 
to go street witnessing be said because people may think we are Jehovah witnesses, to which my answer was “the 
earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof, we need to go back and reclaim and retake what the world has taken 
and tried to mimic or merge into their place in their philosophy”. I know for myself I spent years of my life not 
praying the Lord's prayer not even looking into it because I was so tainted by my upbringing that the Lord's prayer 
was some type of punishment so when I sinned I had to go say the Lord's prayer 30 times (I remember that one 
time they made me do it 150 times but let's not go there today). It took me years to be reconditioned over that, 
and come back and see that the Lord's prayer was beautiful, it's not meant to be a punishment, it's meant to be 
freedom and bringing man into experiencing the presence of the Lord.  The outline of the Lord's prayer is so 
perfect,  

• as there's acknowledgment and praise of who He is  

• there is a place of confession which is so vital,  



• the place of Thanksgiving for all that he's provided  

• then a place of supplication 
There are four beautiful pillars of prayer and it's all found there.  
Psalm 24:1 (NKJV) 1 The earth is the LORD’s, and all its fullness, The world and those who dwell therein.  
 
Matthew 6:9–13 (NKJV) 9 In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. 10 Your kingdom come. Your will be 
done On earth as it is in heaven. 11 Give us this day our daily bread. 12 And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors. 13 And do not lead us 
into temptation, But deliver us from the evil one. For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.  

 
Parents Afraid to see Children in Discomfort – Stunt their Growth 
Sometimes parents think they are doing their children a favor by keeping them from pain and discomfort, and thus 
don’t allow things to come upon them, they guard and protect, but in actually is they are stunted their growth. 
 
Story of opening hole of butterfly cocoon 
A man found a cocoon of a butterfly, that he brought home.   
One day a small opening appeared in the cocoon. He sat and watched the cocoon for several hours as the butterfly 
struggled to force its body through that little hole. Then it seemed to stop making  progress. It appeared as if the 
butterfly had gotten as far as it could, and it could go no further. The man decided to help the butterfly in it's 
struggle. He took a pair of scissors and snipped off the remaining bit of the cocoon... and the butterfly emerged 
easily. As the butterfly emerged, the man was surprised. It had a swollen body and small, shriveled wings. He 
continued to watch the butterfly expecting that, at any moment, the wings would dry out, enlarge and expand to 
support the swollen body. He knew that in time the body which would contract and the butterfly would be able to 
fly. But neither happened! In fact, the butterfly spent the rest of its life crawling around with a swollen body and 
shriveled wings.  It never was able to fly.  What the man, in his kindness and haste, did not understand was that 
the restricting cocoon and the struggle were required for the butterfly to be able to fly. The butterfly must push it's 
way through the tiny opening to force the fluid from its body and wings. Only by struggling through the opening, 
can the butterfly's wings be ready for flight once it emerges from the cocoon.  Sometimes struggles are exactly 
what we need in our life.  If God allowed us to go through our life without any obstacles, it would cripple us. We 
would not be as strong as what we could have been.  And we could never fly 
 

Gilgal – Coming back to Remembrance 
 
Gilgal – the Center of Operations 
It became Joshua’s center of operations (9:6; 10:6, 15, 43; 14:6). 
Joshua 9:6 (NKJV) 6 And they went to Joshua, to the camp at Gilgal, and said to him and to the men of Israel, “We have come from a far country; 
now therefore, make a covenant with us.”  
 

Joshua 10:6 (NKJV) 6 And the men of Gibeon sent to Joshua at the camp at Gilgal, saying, “Do not forsake your servants; come up to us quickly, 
save us and help us, for all the kings of the Amorites who dwell in the mountains have gathered together against us.”  
 
Joshua 10:15 (NKJV) 15 Then Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, to the camp at Gilgal.  
 
Joshua 10:43 (NKJV) 43 Then Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, to the camp at Gilgal.  
 
Joshua 14:6 (NKJV) 6 Then the children of Judah came to Joshua in Gilgal. And Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite said to him: “You know 
the word which the LORD said to Moses the man of God concerning you and me in Kadesh Barnea.  

 
We Need to Come back to Gilgal Often 
Gilgal will be a base of operation it will be a base the Joshua will come back to often, and so it is a picture for us a 
base of operation that we come to, and here's an example before us of what are the keys that I need to continually 
come back to in this spiritual warfare that I live that I might go on to possess the land that God has promised me all 
the spiritual blessings that God has for me. 
 
 
 
 



The Passover Remembrance (5:10-12) 
Joshua 5:10 Now the children of Israel camped in Gilgal, and kept the Passover on the fourteenth day of the 
month at twilight on the plains of Jericho.  
 
God Prepares a Table in Presence of Enemy 
This is “preparing a table before them in the presence of their enemies!” (Ps 23:5) Celebrating Passover right near 
their enemies. 
Psalm 23:5 (NKJV) 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You anoint my head with oil; My cup runs over.  

 
1 – Communion – Coming into His Presence 
 
Before – Come back to the Table of the Lord (Communion) 
Israel's going to war they stopped to have Passover, and what a beautiful picture that is for us, that before you go 
to war come back and remember the Lord's table.  It is a beautiful place for us when I want renewal, when I want 
to be refreshed it is a great getaway.   God gives us this beautiful place to go even when the enemy is surrounded 
us, even when the enemy is encamped against us, and were wondering what’s going to happen as these things 
unfold before us.  But He calls us away, and He prepares a place in the presence of our enemies.  He says come 
away with Me.  When you remember the communion sacrifice that has been made, the beauty and the perfection 
that you are to Him,  and how priceless and precious you are to Him, He asks now in the face of your enemy, what 
does this now mean to you, when you know what you mean to Me. What does this mean to you, when you know 
what you mean to Me, and Christian everything will change in that situation.  When we remember what He gave 
for us, we know that there is nothing that He won’t give us.  How much more will He be willing to lead us into 
every promise in the New Testament?  There is no way He would do a lesser thing, after giving the greater thing, 
His only Son.  Everything is a smaller thing, once compared to His Son.  Communion is a calling away, it's a slowing 
down, it's a going back to your Gilgal and remembering what the Lord has done.   For the Lamb was sacrificed, His 
very Son would become the Lamb of God who would take away the sins of the world so that when your enemies 
presses and hard against you, you will not fear because you know who fights for you, who goes before you.  Go 
back to those 12 stones in that place there Gilgal. 
Romans 8:31–32 (NKJV) 31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare His own Son, 
but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?  

 
It is All About Coming into His Presence 
And all these things it comes down to one thing, the ark in the middle, the presence of God.  All these things are 
meant to do one thing that we might experience the presence of God.  Our whole Christian walk is all about one 
thing, coming into the presence of God.  Before they go to war, God brings them back to the central thing – the 
Lamb. 
 
2 - Communion – the Body Become One 
No Passover for 40 years 
[Amazing!  Remember, even after 40 years, they were not circumcised; had not observed Passover...!]  This is their 
first Passover in 40 years, their first since Egypt, and the reason is they were told they were not to celebrate the 
Passover until they were in the Promised Land. 
Exodus 12:24–27 (NKJV) 24 And you shall observe this thing as an ordinance for you and your sons forever. 25 It will come to pass when you come 
to the land which the LORD will give you, just as He promised, that you shall keep this service. 26 And it shall be, when your children say to you, 
‘What do you mean by this service?’ 27 that you shall say, ‘It is the Passover sacrifice of the LORD, who passed over the houses of the children of 
Israel in Egypt when He struck the Egyptians and delivered our households.’ ” So the people bowed their heads and worshiped.  

 
How Sensitive this Passover was – Coupled with Circumcision / Living Sacrifices 
How sensitive this Passover would have been to the men of Israel.  We see them presenting themselves as living 
sacrifices before the Lord their God, separating themselves unto Him, dedicating themselves, wholly giving 
themselves to Him at whatever the cost. 
Romans 12:1–2 (NKJV) 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.  



  
Then One Body 
How interesting as you read Romans 12, that after a person presents themselves as a living sacrifice, that we see 
the next thing, and the natural outcome of that, would that they would not think themselves more highly than 
others, but see themselves as part of one body.  So, here in Gilgal with the circumcision of all the males, the heads 
and part of every household, the Lord is making one body, and as in with the children Israel, so it is with the Body 
of Christ, each person will have a unique and particular function in the body.   
Romans 12:3–8 (NKJV) 3 For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he 
ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith. 4 For as we have many members in one body, but all the 
members do not have the same function, 5 so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another. 6 Having then 
gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; 7 or ministry, let 
us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; 8 he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with 
diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.  

 
Serving the Body 
And next we see in Romans 12, that after becoming a living sacrifice, then next thing is to be one body, then the 
next thing is serve that body for the well-being of the body. 
Romans 12:9–13 (NKJV) 9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good. 10 Be kindly affectionate to one another with 

brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another; 11 not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; 12 rejoicing in hope, 
patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer; 13 distributing to the needs of the saints, given to hospitality.  

 
All the Men have this in Common – Circumcision 
All the men have this in common now, circumcision, they can all relate to each other, they all experience the same 
pain, and between circumcision and Passover, they have been melded into one body.  They are now ready to go 
fight together as one. 
 
We Must be one before Entering the Battle 
So Israel is being baptized into one body.  They must be one before they can enter into the battle.  So the picture 
of the Church, how we must be one if we are to go into the battle together.  Side comment, if you have anything 
against your brother or sister, you need to lay it down, forgive and forget, for those things will keep you from 
coming into the presence of the Lord, which will prevent you from entering into all the Promises of God that He 
has for you. 
1 Corinthians 12:12–14 (NKJV) 12 For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are one 
body, so also is Christ. 13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and have all 
been made to drink into one Spirit. 14 For in fact the body is not one member but many.  

 
Joshua 5:11 And they ate of the produce of the land on the day after the Passover, unleavened bread and 
parched grain, on the very same day.  
Joshua 5:12 Then the manna ceased on the day after they had eaten the produce of the land; and the children of 
Israel no longer had manna, but they ate the food of the land of Canaan that year.  
 
No more Manna 
[“Manna bread; manna burgers; (manna helper?); manna pancakes; manna-coti; manna-chevitz...”] 
 
Now will Walk by Faith 
So we see the comparison of the Christian who goes from just being saved (wandering the wilderness), compared 
to the Christian who obeys and claims all the promises of God.  The spirit-filled life that walks by faith.  The manna 
was sweet, and salvation is absolutely sweet.  But, oh to taste the fruit of the spirit-filled life, the one that fully 
trusts the Lord, and dedicates themselves to the Lord.   
2 Corinthians 5:6–8 (NKJV) 6 So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord. 7 For we 
walk by faith, not by sight. 8 We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord.  

 
 
 
 



More Like Jesus – Freer we Are 
The more we become like Jesus, the freer we become in this world; Jesus was the freest man on earth when He 
was here.  He fully and completely trusted in His Father for everything. 
 

The Commander of the Lord’s Army (5:13-15) 
Joshua 5:13 And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted his eyes and looked, and behold, a 
Man stood opposite him with His sword drawn in His hand. And Joshua went to Him and said to Him, “Are You 
for us or for our adversaries?”  
 
Lifted up Eyes 
The phrase “lifted up his eyes,” every time used is a prelude to a major milestone.    
 
Joshua the Brave Soldier / Man Already has Sword Drawn 
Like a brave sentry, Joshua issues the challenge.  He doesn’t know if this is someone from Jericho or surrounding 
Amorites, or someone from outside the land who is for them.  Notice the man already had his sword drawn, and 
Joshua the warrior that he is, goes to the man with the sword and issues the challenge.  Joshua is ready to fight at 
this moment.  God to love this man.  Joshua is a picture of our greater than Joshua, Jesus, and Jesus is always ready 
to engage the fight for you. 
 
Joshua 5:14 So He said, “No, but as Commander of the army of the LORD I have now come.” And Joshua fell on 
his face to the earth and worshiped, and said to Him, “What does my Lord say to His servant?”  
Joshua 5:15 Then the Commander of the LORD’s army said to Joshua, “Take your sandal off your foot, for the 
place where you stand is holy.” And Joshua did so.  
 
Angels not Worshipped 
Angels not to be worshiped!  John does twice in Revelation and angel does not allow it.  What we see here is none 
other than Jesus Christ Himself. 
Revelation 19:10 (NKJV) 10 And I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, “See that you do not do that! I am your fellow servant, and of 
your brethren who have the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”  
 
Revelation 22:8–9 (NKJV) 8 Now I, John, saw and heard these things. And when I heard and saw, I fell down to worship before the feet of the 
angel who showed me these things. 9 Then he said to me, “See that you do not do that. For I am your fellow servant, and of your brethren the 
prophets, and of those who keep the words of this book. Worship God.”  

 
Burning Bush 
Take off your sandals, this is Holy ground.  Same words that were spoken to Moses.  More confirmation that this is 
God before Joshua. 
Exodus 3:5–6 (NKJV) 5 Then He said, “Do not draw near this place. Take your sandals off your feet, for the place where you stand is holy 
ground.” 6 Moreover He said, “I am the God of your father—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his 
face, for he was afraid to look upon God.  

 
He is Captain of the Lord’s Army / And Our Salvation / Jesus fought the battle of Jericho – Not Joshua 
He is the “captain of our salvation” (Heb 2:10).  We sing the song Joshua fought the battle of Jericho, how wrong 
that theology is, because it's the Lord who fights for us. And it's the Lord will bring the victory for us. We need to 
only we are giving ourselves holy unto the Lord now it's time to enter into the battle. 
Hebrews 2:10 (NKJV) 10 For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make 
the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings.  

 
Holy Ground – All Ground is His 
Holy ground within heathen territory: no such thing as “secular” and “sacred”; “common” and “consecrated” when 
you are in His service! (1 Cor 10:31). 
 
Joshua Walking 7 Thinking / Jesus Shows up 
Joshua was by Jericho, not Gillgal. He was alone, and I can relate to Joshua, for when I get something in my life, 
something that I have to really think through and contemplate, I go for a walk, I think, and I talk with the Lord. I run 



scenarios through my mind, I run analysis of possible outcomes and possible solutions, and I just seek the Lord 
asking Him what you think about this would do you think about that do you have something to tell me that I'm 
missing something that I need to know.  And I can testify like Joshua here, the Lord shows up when you go for a 
walk to talk with Him. He loves us, is intimately involved in every detail of our life. So too when we go for a walk 
like Joshua, and we see Him,  we are just asking these things,  just talk to us Lord,  have a time with Him. 
 
We are 2nd in Command 
In verse 14 we read Jesus is the Commander of the Lord’s army, so we are only second-in-command.  How 
relieving that is that He's the captain on the Lord's army. In all my fights,  I'm second in command I don't have to 
go fight any of them as the solo soldier. Every fight whether it's for my marriage, for my children, for my ministry, 
when the enemy comes against them, in all those fights is not me having to be the captain and the decision-maker, 
but it's the Lord for He's the captain of the Lord's army, and that makes me second-in-command.  Or, usually just a 
low ranking foot soldier at that, but the best part is I am not the one who has to be responsible for the battle plan 
and the victory, now I can simply look to the Lord and trust and in trust him for the victory. 
 
Go Back to  
He The commander of the Lord's army, after you come to your Gill gal give consecrated yourself you've allowed 
the Lord to do holy surgery on you, you presented yourself as a living sacrifice to him, and you've trusted him fully 
that He is in control of your life, you have entered into his presence, now it's time for war and when the time for 
war comes He goes before you because the battle belongs to the Lord. 
 

Study - Conclusion 
Come to Throne of Grace 
So now come to the throne of grace and spend time with the Lord, ask Him take this word and work it into your 
life. 
Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
 
End of study 
 
 
  



Joshua 6 
Joshua 6:1-27 
 
5 Chapters of Preparation / What Obstacles seem so Impenetrable Before You / It is Just a Shout Away 
Joshua chapter 6: "Now Jericho it's time, it's time for Jericho." Five chapters of preparation, and we'll read lots of 
details of the battle, but when the battle actually happens, it is two whole verses.  Two verses and then total 
victory, destruction, utter collapse of the great fortified city that was impenetrable to all, but just a shout to the 
Lord and down it goes. Christian, what are the obstacles that are before you that seem so impenetrable, that seem 
impossible, that you feel you will never have a victory over, that there will never be a coming into the presence of 
the Lord and the promises of God and all the fruit of the spirit that He wants to give us as we live a spirit filled life, 
a spirit fed life, a spirit led life. What is it keeping you from that? May we look at Jericho today and see that it's just 
one shout away. The shout is never at the obstacle, the battle is never against the impenetrable thing that's before 
us. The shout as always to the Lord, and the shout is always up to the Lord. When we shout to the Lord that's when 
he engages, and comes, and shows himself strong. 
 
Utter Destruction 
And know this, God when you make that shout, come with a vengeance against that thing that is keeping you from 
that promise of God, the abundant Christian life you are offered by God, come and plan on absolutely destruction 
of it.  We will see that picture all through all these battles, totally destroy the obstacles and enemies of the flesh 
that are before you and come against you: 
Joshua 2:10 (NKJV) 10 For we have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did 
to the two kings of the Amorites who were on the other side of the Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom you utterly destroyed.  
 
Joshua 6:21 (NKJV) 21 And they utterly destroyed all that was in the city, both man and woman, young and old, ox and sheep and donkey, with 
the edge of the sword.  
 
Joshua 8:26 (NKJV) 26 For Joshua did not draw back his hand, with which he stretched out the spear, until he had utterly destroyed all the 
inhabitants of Ai.  
 
Joshua 10:1 (NKJV) 1 Now it came to pass when Adoni-Zedek king of Jerusalem heard how Joshua had taken Ai and had utterly destroyed it—as 
he had done to Jericho and its king, so he had done to Ai and its king—and how the inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace with Israel and were 
among them,  
 
Joshua 10:28 (NKJV) 28 On that day Joshua took Makkedah, and struck it and its king with the edge of the sword. He utterly destroyed them—all 
the people who were in it. He let none remain. He also did to the king of Makkedah as he had done to the king of Jericho.  
 
Joshua 10:35 (NKJV) 35 They took it on that day and struck it with the edge of the sword; all the people who were in it he utterly destroyed that 
day, according to all that he had done to Lachish.  
 
Joshua 10:37 (NKJV) 37 And they took it and struck it with the edge of the sword—its king, all its cities, and all the people who were in it; he left 
none remaining, according to all that he had done to Eglon, but utterly destroyed it and all the people who were in it.  
 
Joshua 10:39 (NKJV) 39 And he took it and its king and all its cities; they struck them with the edge of the sword and utterly destroyed all the 
people who were in it. He left none remaining; as he had done to Hebron, so he did to Debir and its king, as he had done also to Libnah and its 
king.  
 
Joshua 10:40 (NKJV) 40 So Joshua conquered all the land: the mountain country and the South and the lowland and the wilderness slopes, and all 
their kings; he left none remaining, but utterly destroyed all that breathed, as the LORD God of Israel had commanded.  
 
Joshua 11:11 (NKJV) 11 And they struck all the people who were in it with the edge of the sword, utterly destroying them. There was none left 
breathing. Then he burned Hazor with fire.  
 
Joshua 11:12 (NKJV) 12 So all the cities of those kings, and all their kings, Joshua took and struck with the edge of the sword. He utterly destroyed 
them, as Moses the servant of the LORD had commanded.  
 
Joshua 11:20 (NKJV) 20 For it was of the LORD to harden their hearts, that they should come against Israel in battle, that He might utterly destroy 
them, and that they might receive no mercy, but that He might destroy them, as the LORD had commanded Moses.  
 
Joshua 11:21 (NKJV) 21 And at that time Joshua came and cut off the Anakim from the mountains: from Hebron, from Debir, from Anab, from all 
the mountains of Judah, and from all the mountains of Israel; Joshua utterly destroyed them with their cities.  
 



Joshua 17:13 (NKJV) 13 And it happened, when the children of Israel grew strong, that they put the Canaanites to forced labor, but did not utterly 
drive them out.  

 
Joshua 6:1 Now Jericho was securely shut up because of the children of Israel; none went out, and none came in.  
 
Jericho Ready for a Siege / Read of a 25 Year Siege / Jericho Trusting in their Ingenuity  
Jericho is ready for a siege.  In that day an army would surround a city, and ten just camp out.  The idea was 
eventually the city would run out of food and water, and either surrender, have an internal revolt, or be so 
weakened that after years of being under siege they wouldn’t have the strength to fight.  I read one article that 
recorded a 25 year siege.  The people of Jericho are frightened and fainthearted, but we know that because they 
refuse to repent and surrender to God, that they are still trusting in their walls, their ingenuity, their material 
means, their military strategy, their political leaders, and their false gods.  Hmmm, sound familiar? 
 
Satan happy with a Standoff 
Hey Christian know this, Satan and your flesh will be happy with a standoff, a long siege, an impasse.  See if you 
and he have a standoff rather than a total defeat, he still has you, he still has that obstacle keeping you from the 
promises of God, and he feels as long as you don’t call the power of God down, as long as you allow that thing to 
remain, eventually he will wear you down and defeat you with it again.  Christian, it must be toppled, it must be 
utterly destroyed, so it isn’t blocking you, or occupying you, occupying your mind that it is still there and can come 
back to attack you at any given time. 
 
We need to be on Offensive / How – 5 Chapters of Preparation (Set Apart – Circumcision – Passover) 
Verse 1: "Jericho was securely shut up because of the children of Israel; none went out and none came in." I think 
the picture's clear, and yet it's so often what we don't do. We need to be the offensive, we need to be on the 
offense. We need to be the ones who are going and going on the attack, if you would, against the things of the 
enemy, the things of the Devil, the things of the world that come against us. So many times we're just plain 
reactionary when we need to be the ones who are the proactive. This is how it's done. One through five chapters. 
Preparing ourselves,  

• settings ourselves apart, dedicating ourselves,  

• cutting away the sins of the flesh,  

• Coming in and remembering it's a lamb, a lamb that was slain. It will always be a lamb, that is what our 
Christianity's about. It's the Lamb of God who stakes away the sins of the world. Through that sin and 
through the forgiveness of that sin being crushed we now can come into his presence as children, as sons 
and daughters.  

Now in His presence can anything stand against the presence of the Lord. The consuming presence of the Lord. 
Revelation chapter one; let's read that. 
Revelation 1:12–16 (NKJV) 12 Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And having turned I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and in the 
midst of the seven lampstands One like the Son of Man, clothed with a garment down to the feet and girded about the chest with a golden band. 
14 His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes like a flame of fire; 15 His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a 
furnace, and His voice as the sound of many waters; 16 He had in His right hand seven stars, out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword, 
and His countenance was like the sun shining in its strength.  

 
We see His Holiness – We enter into His Presence / We are Saints – His Saints – Henry Ironside 
We through these things (chapters 1-5) we see the holiness of God, and the beauty of God. This is the God who is 
for us, and this is the God who goes before. The God who battles for us, and the God whose presence we are in. 
Oh in His presence, is fullness of joy, we as forgiven saints, we get to enjoy all these things.  You're saints. Do you 
realize that, do you know that? Do you live life like that? Do you enjoy that? Ephesians chapter one: To the saints 
who are in Ephesus. I'm reminded of the story of Henry Ironside, just happened to get into a taxi cab with four 
nuns. He was enjoying their company as they were on their way to the airport. Then Henry Ironside said to him, 
"Have any of you ladies ever met a saint?" To which they relied, "No, none of us." Henry Ironside says to them, 
"Well today is your lucky day", with his big smile. Then he opened up the scriptures and showed the saints are 
those who are in Christ Jesus, not someone who has to wait for miracles to happen that they perform, but the one 
miracle that God performed on the cross as He give his only Begotten Son, that whoever should believe in Him 



should not perish, but have everlasting life. You're saints, every last one of you who have received Jesus Christ. Live 
that today, live to your calling. Live it, believe it, enjoy it. 
Ephesians 1:1 (NKJV) 1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, To the saints who are in Ephesus, and faithful in Christ Jesus:  
 
Philippians 1:1 (NKJV) 1 Paul and Timothy, bondservants of Jesus Christ, To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with the bishops and 
deacons:  
 
Ephesians 1:18 (NKJV) 18 the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the 
riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints,  
 
Ephesians 4:11–12 (NKJV) 11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12 for 
the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ,  

 
Joshua 6:2 And the LORD said to Joshua: “See! I have given Jericho into your hand, its king, and the mighty men 
of valor.  
 
Victory already Thiers – Already Yours 
“Have given”: the victory was already theirs. That was because Joshua was second in command. 
Joshua 5:13–15 (NKJV) 13 And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted his eyes and looked, and behold, a Man stood opposite 
him with His sword drawn in His hand. And Joshua went to Him and said to Him, “Are You for us or for our adversaries?” 14 So He said, “No, but 
as Commander of the army of the LORD I have now come.” And Joshua fell on his face to the earth and worshiped, and said to Him, “What does 
my Lord say to His servant?” 15 Then the Commander of the LORD’s army said to Joshua, “Take your sandal off your foot, for the place where you 
stand is holy.” And Joshua did so.  

 
We Fight From Victory – not To Victory 
We do not fight for victory; we fight from victory. Jesus has already defeated every spiritual enemy (John 12:31);  

• not only in the wilderness (Matt 4:11),  

• but also during His earthly ministry (12:22-29),  

• on the cross (Col 2:13-15),  

• and in His resurrection and ascension (Eph 1:19-23). Rom 8:31!. 
 
Joshua 6:3 You shall march around the city, all you men of war; you shall go all around the city once. This you 
shall do six days.  
Joshua 6:4 And seven priests shall bear seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark. But the seventh day you 
shall march around the city seven times, and the priests shall blow the trumpets.  
Joshua 6:5 It shall come to pass, when they make a long blast with the ram’s horn, and when you hear the sound 
of the trumpet, that all the people shall shout with a great shout; then the wall of the city will fall down flat. And 
the people shall go up every man straight before him.”  
 
13 Laps Total 
Verse four: They will march around one time for six days, and then on the seventh day they shall march around the 
city seven times. That will be a total of thirteen laps around the city of Jericho. So, so much for unlucky thirteen, 
because the only group that got hit with the unlucky thirteen was the city of Jericho. Surely not the saints, because 
thirteen will become their number for victory.  
 
Double Walled / Jericho about 7 Blocks / March Time maybe 30 Minutes 
Just for sizing, the city of Jericho, based on some archaeological digs and ruins, comes out to be about 10 acres in 
size, that is a about 7 city blocks.  That works out to say, for our purposes, take MT Bank Stadium (aka – Raven 
Stadium) and Camden Yards, the parking lot in between them, and the warehouse around them, that's about the 
size that they're going to be marching around Jericho. This isn't miles of marching or miles of a city. It is got some 
size to it in the walls, which the walls are thirty to forty foot high, and they are doubled walled (meaning you had a 
wall, and then a space of maybe 40-50 yards, and then another wall 30-40 feet high. If you take a look and you 
would consider the size of the walls at Camden Yards, you're pretty close.  The whole march time around the city 
for a person would be about 30-40 minutes.   
 



The Plan Counters the Law of Moses / Priests – Trumpets – Ark in War – Sabbath Day 
As the Captain of the Lord’s host, Jesus Himself, outlined the strategy of how the Israelites were to conquer the 
city of Jericho, Joshua must have grown more confused with each step. Here we see the priests were to take part 
in the operation. Yet according to the law,  

• the priests were exempt from all military duty in order to devote themselves to serving in the tabernacle 
and, later on, in the temple.   

• The Ark of the Covenant was never to be taken into battle. In fact, the one time the Israelites tried it, not 
only were they defeated, but the ark was captured (1 Samuel 4–5).   

• Numbers 10 states specifically that it wasn’t rams’ horns that were to be used in battle but two silver 
trumpets.   

• According to the Law, there was to be no traveling on the Sabbath. But the Israelites were here 
commanded to travel and the city of Jericho seven times more, seven times farther than they had on any 
of the previous six days.  The actual confrontation with Jericho was to take place on the seventh day, the 
day of rest, the Sabbath. So devoted to keeping the Sabbath were the Jews that throughout history, many 
atrocities were committed against Jewish soldiers on the Sabbath because their enemies knew they 
wouldn’t fight back. 

 
Ark – Represents Presence of God 
What is in the midst of this procession? The Ark of the Covenant.  What does the Ark of the Covenant represent?  
The presence of God. 
 
Keeping Rules (Outwardly) – You can’t Contain Sin / Need Presence Lord to Topple Walls 
You cannot take the wall if you think you cannot take the wall.  Nor can you take the wall if you think doing religion 
and rules will bring the wall down.  Trying to keep all the rules and regulations is a deception, we think because we 
keep the rules we will have victory, but the fact is that you may keep all the rules outwardly, but inside you are 
miserable.  Everyone looking from the outside thinks you have it so together, but you know in your heart that you 
are miserable because you know your thoughts and you know you don’t have a total victory.  You will not have the 
victory until you come true to yourself and say keeping all the rules outwardly on keeps the sin constrained, but it 
is still their; forget the rules and trying to contain the sin and thoughts, but call God’s presence into the middle of 
the battle.  Cry out to the Lord, confess to Him that your rules and regulations are not bringing the victory, and 
throw yourself at His feet and say Lord I need your very presence in the midst if I am going to have victory. 
 
Romans 7 Loop 
We see in this whole story of Joshua and the wilderness wandering, we see in the Christian life the Roman’s 7 loop.  
The life of trying to keep the rules and regulation, trying to be obedient to the Law, but having no power to do it 
because we can’t without the Holy Spirit leading and guiding our lives. 
Romans 7 (NKJV) 1 Or do you not know, brethren (for I speak to those who know the law), that the law has dominion over a man as long as he 
lives? 2 For the woman who has a husband is bound by the law to her husband as long as he lives. But if the husband dies, she is released from 
the law of her husband. 3 So then if, while her husband lives, she marries another man, she will be called an adulteress; but if her husband dies, 
she is free from that law, so that she is no adulteress, though she has married another man. 4 Therefore, my brethren, you also have become 
dead to the law through the body of Christ, that you may be married to another—to Him who was raised from the dead, that we should bear 
fruit to God. 5 For when we were in the flesh, the sinful passions which were aroused by the law were at work in our members to bear fruit to 
death. 6 But now we have been delivered from the law, having died to what we were held by, so that we should serve in the newness of the Spirit 
and not in the oldness of the letter. 7 What shall we say then? Is the law sin? Certainly not! On the contrary, I would not have known sin except 
through the law. For I would not have known covetousness unless the law had said, “You shall not covet.” 8 But sin, taking opportunity by the 
commandment, produced in me all manner of evil desire. For apart from the law sin was dead. 9 I was alive once without the law, but when the 
commandment came, sin revived and I died. 10 And the commandment, which was to bring life, I found to bring death. 11 For sin, taking occasion 
by the commandment, deceived me, and by it killed me. 12 Therefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy and just and good. 13 Has then 
what is good become death to me? Certainly not! But sin, that it might appear sin, was producing death in me through what is good, so that sin 
through the commandment might become exceedingly sinful. 14 For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am carnal, sold under sin. 15 For what 
I am doing, I do not understand. For what I will to do, that I do not practice; but what I hate, that I do. 16 If, then, I do what I will not to do, I 
agree with the law that it is good. 17 But now, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me. 18 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) 
nothing good dwells; for to will is present with me, but how to perform what is good I do not find. 19 For the good that I will to do, I do not do; 
but the evil I will not to do, that I practice. 20 Now if I do what I will not to do, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me. 21 I find then a 
law, that evil is present with me, the one who wills to do good. 22 For I delight in the law of God according to the inward man. 23 But I see another 
law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members. 24 O wretched 



man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? 25 I thank God—through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, with the mind I myself serve 
the law of God, but with the flesh the law of sin.  

 
Romans 8 – Walking According to the Spirit 
A person has to get out of the law of the flesh, and walk according to the Spirit, the very presence of God in their 
life leading them and guiding them in all things. 
Romans 8:1–11 (NKJV) 1 There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but 
according to the Spirit. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death. 3 For what the law could 
not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin 
in the flesh, 4 that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 
5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the 
Spirit. 6 For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is 
not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. 8 So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 9 But you are not in the flesh but in the 
Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His. 10 And if Christ is in you, the body is 
dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He 
who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.  

 
Joshua 6:6 Then Joshua the son of Nun called the priests and said to them, “Take up the ark of the covenant, and 
let seven priests bear seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark of the LORD.”  
Joshua 6:7 And he said to the people, “Proceed, and march around the city, and let him who is armed advance 
before the ark of the LORD.”  
Joshua 6:8 So it was, when Joshua had spoken to the people, that the seven priests bearing the seven trumpets 
of rams’ horns before the LORD advanced and blew the trumpets, and the ark of the covenant of the LORD 
followed them.  
Joshua 6:9 The armed men went before the priests who blew the trumpets, and the rear guard came after the 
ark, while the priests continued blowing the trumpets.  
 
The Scene (Soldiers – Ark – Soldiers) 
So you have armed soldiers in front of the Ark of the Covenant that is being carried by the priests and the priests 
blowing the ram’s horn, and then you have soldiers behind the ark.  So the Ark is in the middle. 
 
Crazy Plan – God Needs no Great Strategy to Defeat Devil 
So we can’t help but wonder how everyone received this plan as Joshua rolled it out, plenty of dropped jaws I’m 
sure. Now grab this beloved, that is to us a lousy plan!  Horrible!  Weak!  But God wants it to be just that before 
our eyes and heart today, as then to them.  God’s plan mocks Satan, it is absolutely slap-down.  God is saying and 
demonstrating, I don’t need a strategy or a war plan, I don’t have to confer with military genius and strategist.  My 
power is so great, I can make a plan as laughable as this, and bring walls down, collapse whole cities, because that 
is how mighty I am.  Do you believe that power today?  Do you realize that He can crush that obstacle in your life 
that quickly?  Do you see that no weapon formed against you can stand?  His might and power is so great, He 
needs not a great battle plan in order to ensure victory; He simply needs to hear you “shout”.  And you only need 
to shout this word “Enough”, and He will come. 
 
Ram’s Horn versus M16 
Now today I was going to ask a couple of our military folks to bring in their equipment (M16, grenade launcher, 
maybe park a tank in the front parking lot), but I think you can picture them in your mind.  They are pretty 
impressive, and quite scary if they surrounded our building today.  But I brought a replica of the mighty armament 
the Lord used to topple Jericho, and here it is, a “ram’s horn”.  God mocks the Devil, hold up  ram’s horn He does 
and says Devil you are nothing to me, I can crush you underfoot with a simple word, I mock you with this ram’s 
horn, I am not giving you any legitimacy of being anywhere equal to my power and might. 
 
Only Thing that can Stop God – Is You 
The only thing that can stop the mighty work of God, is you!  Because He will honor your free-will, and not violate 
it. 
 
 



Shout – War Cry 
The word here for shout, as it was used in that day, meant “a war signal”.  The sense in the language use is “a loud 
utterance often in protest or opposition”.  That is what our “shout” has to be, that we are tired of this obstacle 
keeping us from all the glory and promises of God Himself. 
 
Joshua 6:10 Now Joshua had commanded the people, saying, “You shall not shout or make any noise with your 
voice, nor shall a word proceed out of your mouth, until the day I say to you, ‘Shout!’ Then you shall shout.”  
Joshua 6:11 So he had the ark of the LORD circle the city, going around it once. Then they came into the camp 
and lodged in the camp.  
Joshua 6:12 And Joshua rose early in the morning, and the priests took up the ark of the LORD.  
Joshua 6:13 Then seven priests bearing seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark of the LORD went on 
continually and blew with the trumpets. And the armed men went before them. But the rear guard came after 
the ark of the LORD, while the priests continued blowing the trumpets.  
Joshua 6:14 And the second day they marched around the city once and returned to the camp. So they did six 
days.  
Joshua 6:15 But it came to pass on the seventh day that they rose early, about the dawning of the day, and 
marched around the city seven times in the same manner. On that day only they marched around the city seven 
times.  
Joshua 6:16 And the seventh time it happened, when the priests blew the trumpets, that Joshua said to the 
people: “Shout, for the LORD has given you the city!  
 
13 Laps 
So 6 days of 1 lap, day 7 would be seven laps, a total of 13 laps. 
 
Why 6 Days of Silence? / Time to Think – Grasp the Impossibility  
Why 6 days, with no talking, just marching?  Because God wants to give us plenty of time to fully grasp and 
comprehend there is absolutely no way we can take these things in and of ourselves. Even with all the ingenuity 
even with all the technology even with all the brains and brilliance of a great leader these things will never come 
down. They have no battering ram and that would be a death sentence to try to take a double walled city with one 
or multiple battering rams you would get pummeled from the roof top and be killed before you could take the city 
like that. Grappling hooks are not going to work you'll be killed they have no way of taking this city without 
extreme casualties on their behalf. And so in the city of Jericho are still mighty men of valor they still have warriors 
with swords and they're mighty men of valor they're experienced soldiers who are battle hardened. But we know 
they're faint hearted absolutely and one of the things we'll see as we read on is once the walls come down the 
soldiers of Israel still have to go in and take care of these men of the Jericho army so everyone doesn't parish in the 
walls coming down God just removes the wall so they can go in and do the battle. 
  
Only way Come Down is by Faith 
And so what God has here is, they walk this was 6 times to clearly see and know that the wall's impossible to come 
down and the only way it will come down is by faith of the same power that separated the Jordan River will 
implode these walls that they will go in. Hebrews: 11, "By faith the men women of God who live the victorious 
Christian life are men and women who take it by faith." 
Hebrews 11:30 (NKJV) 30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they were encircled for seven days.  

 
They Just like Us – This Could be Really Embarrassing / Faith has to Release Fear of Failing 
Now you know because we're all the same how I would be thinking in saying this could be really embarrassing if 
after seven days and 13 laps that I shout and nothing happens and people sit there and they watch and they just 
laugh because of my foolishness. I bring back to that study where we said faith has to release all fear of failure. As 
long as we keep this spot in our mind that this might fail we'll never step out to claim and take what God has for 
us. We have to release the fear of failure, that's our ego that's our pride that's our concern of what people think of 
us, and we have to release that and enter into one thing faith believing that God's going to do something.  
 
 



The Power of See It is Impossible / Bring us to Fall at His Feet / Not Discouragement – but to Detest It 
And oh the power of walking around that impossible thing so to come to the fullest understanding it is impossible. 
You can walk and you can walk and what they found out after 13 laps is it is impossible there are no holes in this 
wall, there are no weakness in its foundation, there are no doors left open, this place is sealed tight and it is 
impossible to conquer. And the Lord would have us to do that, to walk it and come to the place before Him and go 
its impossible!  I find no place that in and of myself I can defeat this, no self helps, not read more, not prayer more, 
(all those things are good) but they still will never bring down these obstacles without the step of faith to the Lord, 
saying Lord this is yours, because I can’t do it. And the Lord doesn't want to bring us to a place of discouragement 
but a place of detesting this thing, to the place that I detest what this is and what it represents to me and what's 
it's keeping me from, and how it continually dogs me, and we reach a point of desperation saying “Lord it's got to 
go, it's got to be demolished, but I can't do it, so I have to look to You to do it”.   
 
Anything like that in Your Life Today? 
Anything like that in your life? Is there anything today that you are absolutely sick of, that you detest, and you've 
tried and you've tried and you've never been able to demolish it?  Today is your day today is the day today is the 
day you say Lord I'm walking with you and I am trusting in you that it's time to bring this down because I want to 
move on into my promise land of walking in the victorious Christian life.  
 
Your Jericho is not Unique / All Jericho’s Come down same Way – by Faith (In Him) 
And………… we can think that our Jericho is something special and different and unique that it can't be taken this 
simply. But I've watched it over and over in my life, and I've experienced over and over in my life, all the Jericho's 
come down the same way……………. by faith of trusting the Lord calling upon his name and saying Lord I can't do it 
you have to do it. 
 
Here is Power – The Walls Get Bigger – But Each Night Back to Gilgal 
What I see day one, "Oh, those are some big walls." They come back day two they say, "Did these walls just get 
bigger? Man they look bigger than they did yesterday", they come back on day three and they're like, "These walls 
are huge. It's impossible," then I believe something starts to happen in our heart and faith when we start going 
back to our Gilgal who starts separating and consecrating ourselves onto the Lord, we come back to the Passover 
communion remember it's all about a lamb and then I have a oneness and an atonement with him, and I look at 
the memorial stones and I say, "What do these mean to me?" And I'm reminded of his great power and his might 
of how he separated the last obstacle before me and brought me a great victory. I believe what's an amazing 
beautiful thing that happens in faith as we walk in faith. 
  
Then they Get Smaller / Look at those Memorial Stones 
What happens is somewhere along day four and five if you would after they've been spending time back at Gilgal 
meditating on the Lord and his great might and power they start to come realize how awesome their God is and 
day four they go, "You know, that wall's not that big," then on day five, "You know what? What's this wall to a 
mighty God who can separate the Red Sea and part the Jordan River," and then on day six, "This victory will be 
ours because our Lord fights for us. He is the commander of the Lord's army and he will go to war for us." 
  
Back to Gilgal – The Word, Circumcision, Passover Lamb, Commander Lord’s Army 
So it is by faith as we sit and we just  

• meditate and chew on the scriptures and read of them and hear of His love for us and His power for us, 

• Those stones of Memorial (the God who parted the Jordon)  
• then when we consecrate ourselves and set ourselves apart (circumcision = ownership) 

• looking at the Lamb knowing that our sins have been forgiven (not just save us – but abundant life) 

• we have confidence our God's going to fight for us and this is going to be amazing and that obstacle that 
seemed impenetrable now becomes something that we know our God can speak down in one shout. 

 
 
 



Those 6 Days – All part of Steps of Faith / Couldn’t march M-W-F Only / Faith exercised to Every Detail 
Those six days were part of the steps of faith. They had to walk everyday no one could take off Monday or say I'm 
just going to do this Monday Wednesday Friday, they had to go in and take everything every step every detail. 
When God gives you a word and step of faith you must step out in that step of faith down to the last detail.  Faith 
must be exercised in absolute obedience. 
 
Joshua 6:17 Now the city shall be doomed by the LORD to destruction, it and all who are in it. Only Rahab the 
harlot shall live, she and all who are with her in the house, because she hid the messengers that we sent.  
 
Lord knows Those that are His 
“The Lord knoweth them that are His” (2 Tim 2:19). “He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he that receiveth me 
receiveth him that sent me” (Mt 10:40). 
2 Timothy 2:19 (NKJV) 19 Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stands, having this seal: “The Lord knows those who are His,” and, “Let 
everyone who names the name of Christ depart from iniquity.”  
 
Matthew 10:40 (NKJV) 40 “He who receives you receives Me, and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me.  

 
Look at Patience of God – 400 years 
Oh just look at God's patience 400 years waiting giving them time to turn from their sin (Genesis 15), and then 40 
more years right before them with the children of Israel and the great and mighty wonders that God's doing and 
they still won't turn, and now at 400 years and 40 years isn't enough God gives them 6 more days to come and turn 
to him like Rahab did but they still refuse and reject.  The people of the land of Canaan were desperately wicked, 
they practiced demonic worship, extreme/bizarre sexual practices, and they sacrificed their living children on altars 
of fire, they burned them alive as part of their religious practices. 
Genesis 15:13–16 (NKJV) 13 Then He said to Abram: “Know certainly that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, and will 
serve them, and they will afflict them four hundred years. 14 And also the nation whom they serve I will judge; afterward they shall come out 
with great possessions. 15 Now as for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried at a good old age. 16 But in the fourth 
generation they shall return here, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.”  
 
Leviticus 18:29–30 (NKJV) 29 For whoever commits any of these abominations, the persons who commit them shall be cut off from among their 
people. 30 ‘Therefore you shall keep My ordinance, so that you do not commit any of these abominable customs which were committed before 
you, and that you do not defile yourselves by them: I am the LORD your God.’ ”  
 
Deuteronomy 18:9–14 (NKJV) 9 “When you come into the land which the LORD your God is giving you, you shall not learn to follow the 
abominations of those nations. 10 There shall not be found among you anyone who makes his son or his daughter pass through the fire, or one 
who practices witchcraft, or a soothsayer, or one who interprets omens, or a sorcerer, 11 or one who conjures spells, or a medium, or a spiritist, 
or one who calls up the dead. 12 For all who do these things are an abomination to the LORD, and because of these abominations the LORD your 
God drives them out from before you. 13 You shall be blameless before the LORD your God. 14 For these nations which you will dispossess listened 
to soothsayers and diviners; but as for you, the LORD your God has not appointed such for you.  
 

God Doesn’t Change 
God doesn’t change, He is the same yesterday, today, and forever.  And thus He means what He says, that He 
wishes that none should perish but all seek repentance. 
Hebrews 13:8 (NKJV) 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.  
 
2 Peter 3:8–9 (NKJV) 8 But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one 
day. 9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish 
but that all should come to repentance.  

 
Missing Dog Flyer 
When I was in the park last week a woman came up and handed me a flyer, her dog was missing, and she was 
searching for her dog.  Her flyers said “Ella is old and sweet, if seen please keep and call this number”.  She had a 
picture of her girl, and the date she was lost.  I thought if I lost my dog Faithful, I would not rest, I would search and 
search.  If my son Camden was missing, oh my, I would rest, nor sleep, nor spare any expense, my whole life until 
my last ounce of blood, until my last breath I had in my body, I would search for him.  That is the heart of the Lord 
for you, for all who are lost, with the last breath, with the last drop of blood, He searches for you to come! 
 
 



How Could He They Say – But He Stopped Plan of Ages for a Harlot 
People say how could a God of love do that, but miss that God received the harlot.  When you consider the big 
picture that the plan of the ages is being enacted, it will be this land sitting in Jerusalem that the plan of the ages 
will be enacted, and God made a promise to Abraham hundreds of years before this.  Abraham this is your land, 
walk through the length of it in the breath of it, all the land will give to you and your offsprings, who will be greater 
than the dust of the earth.   

• Abraham the iniquity of the Amorites are not yet full , I will give them 400 years to repent,  

• and I will take your descendants down into Egypt for 400 years, until the fourth-generation until I bring 
them out.   

• The story of Jacob and Joseph and the story of what happened in Egypt and how the children of Israel 
were forged into a nation  

• the slavery and the taskmasters with crying out to God 

• Moses and his failure on the backside of the desert in Midian for 40 years and  

• then speaking to the burning bush and God commanding him  

• and the whole story of the Exodus  

• and the Passover night  

• and passing through the Red Sea  

• in the wilderness wondering for 40 years 

• pillar of cloud during the day pillar fire by night 

• the manna falling from heaven 

• all of this bringing millions between 2 to 3 million Israelites to the shore now of Jordan to the border of 
the promised land to inherit to finally be brought in to this promise made to Abraham  

This plan of the ages being enacted and yet remarkably in the middle of all of this God pushes through all of this to 
one prostitute living in Jericho whose heart had been turned toward Him and sends his messengers to her living on 
the wall.   No one is over looked by the Lord, He will move the world, or stop the world, to reach that one person. 
 
God’s Patience is Waiting for You Today 
God’s patience is waiting for you today; He doesn’t care where you have been or what you have been doing, nor 
how long you have been away doing it……….. He calls to you today, to come unto Him and He will receive you out 
of the wickedness of the place you are at, and receive you into His arms, His love, His heaven. 
 
Joshua 6:18 And you, by all means abstain from the accursed things, lest you become accursed when you take of 
the accursed things, and make the camp of Israel a curse, and trouble it.  
Joshua 6:19 But all the silver and gold, and vessels of bronze and iron, are consecrated to the LORD; they shall 
come into the treasury of the LORD.”  
 
Only What Done for Lord gets through Fire 
Here is the picture of our works, and the things we do for the Lord.  Things done in our own efforts, our flesh, our 
own pride, saying look what I have done, they are wood, hay, and stubble.  But the things done in faith, the things 
done wholly for God’s glory and fully giving God the glory, they are the precious metals of our faith and they will 
survive the fire, and be treasures we lay up in heaven, lay at the feet of our Lord. 
1 Corinthians 3:9–15 (NKJV) 9 For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, you are God’s building. 10 According to the grace of God 
which was given to me, as a wise master builder I have laid the foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one take heed how he builds 
on it. 11 For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone builds on this foundation with 
gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13 each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; 
and the fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is. 14 If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. 15 If 
anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.  

 
Joshua 6:20 So the people shouted when the priests blew the trumpets. And it happened when the people 
heard the sound of the trumpet, and the people shouted with a great shout, that the wall fell down flat. Then 
the people went up into the city, every man straight before him, and they took the city.  
Joshua 6:21 And they utterly destroyed all that was in the city, both man and woman, young and old, ox and 
sheep and donkey, with the edge of the sword.  



 
Walls Down – But they Still have to Fight / Not our Responsibility - We only Respond to His Ability 
But I bring you back to that place for your attention they still have to go in with the sword and do the battle but if 
you notice there's not even a mention of the battle. Not one life was lost. But how interesting God brought the 
walls down but they still have to go in and fight and so we see this dynamic coupled together of faith in God and in 
our response. The key word there that was not said is responsibility, the Lord is the commander of the Lord's army 
who goes and fights for us, we don't have a responsibility we only have to respond to his ability. And that's a big 
difference faith says I know you can bring the battle now I'm going to step forward in faith I'll shout when it seems 
foolish and embarrassing but I will shout trusting that you will bring the victory. 
 
Joshua 6:22 But Joshua had said to the two men who had spied out the country, “Go into the harlot’s house, and 
from there bring out the woman and all that she has, as you swore to her.”  
Joshua 6:23 And the young men who had been spies went in and brought out Rahab, her father, her mother, her 
brothers, and all that she had. So they brought out all her relatives and left them outside the camp of Israel.  
Joshua 6:24 But they burned the city and all that was in it with fire. Only the silver and gold, and the vessels of 
bronze and iron, they put into the treasury of the house of the LORD.  
 
Bible Knowledge Commentary 
The most significant evidence seems to be extensive pottery remains found on the mound and in the tombs of the 
area. These findings point to an occupancy of Jericho until about 1400 B.C. Under the pottery is a thick burned 
layer of ash representing a major destruction. This no doubt points to Joshua’s destruction and burning (Josh. 6:24) 
of the city 
Campbell, D. K. (1985). Joshua. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 1, 
p. 342). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 

 
Joshua 6:25 And Joshua spared Rahab the harlot, her father’s household, and all that she had. So she dwells in 
Israel to this day, because she hid the messengers whom Joshua sent to spy out Jericho.  
 
Rahab - From Outside Camp to Inside Camp / Can God give you A New Testimony/Beginning 
First (verse 23) Rahab is outside the camp of Israel, then we read in (verse 25) that she is in the camp.  Then we will 
read in Matthew 1, she is married and bears a son in the lineage to Jesus Christ.  So her progression we read goes 
from harlot (v22), to being called a woman (v22), to being outside the camp (v23), to inside the camp (v25), to 
being married (Matthew 1:5), to being the mother of a child in the lineage to the King and the Throne of heaven 
and earth.  Can God give you a new testimony?  Can He give you a new beginning?  Yea, He sure can, just look at 
Rahab. 

Matthew 1:5 (NKJV) 5 Salmon begot Boaz by Rahab, Boaz begot Obed by Ruth, Obed begot Jesse,  
 
First Fruit of the Land 
God established in the Law that He was to get the firstfruit of the land, here He is doing just that as He received the 
silver and gold into the treasury of the house of the Lord.  But more so, see who is His firstfruit of the land that is 
greater than any silver and gold, and that is Rahab.  Can God give you a new testimony?  Can He give you a new 
beginning?  Yea, He sure can, just look at Rahab. 
Deuteronomy 26:10 (NKJV) 10 and now, behold, I have brought the firstfruits of the land which you, O LORD, have given me.’ “Then you shall set 
it before the LORD your God, and worship before the LORD your God.  

 
My Personal Opinion – Rahab’s Wall Never Fell / Solid Foundation 
Now this is my personal opinion, even though the Scriptures don't clearly say it, but if her house is on the wall, and 
if her house is on the wall and the walls fall how do you see a scarlet thread?  Looking in rubble with everything 
else, all the clotheslines are down, trash everywhere, picture what it would be like after a hurricane, everything 
would be a heap.  It would be tough to find Rahab’s house if every piece of the wall fell.  I think quite possibly 
every piece of the wall fell except Rahab's house.  And I think there's a picture for us as believers is God never fails, 
walls of our faith will not come down, and they will stand because we stand in faith.  The rest of the world may 
crumble, the things of the world may crumble, hence it is foolish to put our trust in this anything of the world, 



because eventual it is all gonna crumble.  But the house that is built on the solid foundation will never fall, the solid 
foundation was built on this statement verse 11, for the Lord your God is God in heaven above and on earth.  
Rahab’s house is the picture of the Christian, as we shall not fall or crumble because our house is built on the solid 
foundation of who God is, not us. 
Luke 6:46–49 (NKJV) 46 “But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do the things which I say? 47 Whoever comes to Me, and hears My sayings 
and does them, I will show you whom he is like: 48 He is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid the foundation on the rock. And 
when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently against that house, and could not shake it, for it was founded on the rock. 49 But he who 
heard and did nothing is like a man who built a house on the earth without a foundation, against which the stream beat vehemently; and 
immediately it fell. And the ruin of that house was great.”  

 
Joshua 2:11 (NKJV) 11 And as soon as we heard these things, our hearts melted; neither did there remain any more 
courage in anyone because of you, for the LORD your God, He is God in heaven above and on earth beneath.  
 
Consider this – 13 Laps / Every time see Chord – Reminded their a Home been Waiting for Jesus 
Consider this, for seven days they will march the city 13 times total, one on each day (for days one through six), 
and seven on the seventh day for a total of 13 times.  They will march this city and walk around the city 13 times, 
and guess what, they will see that scarlet thread it will be a reminder to them that there's a home in there filled 
with people that believes that the victory is the Lord’s.  There's a home who had actually been waiting for the Lord 
to the city.  There's a home and they're ready to become followers of your God.  I think it became like a prayer 
walk at the same time as an army march. 
 
Jericho - about 10 Acres 
Archelogy digs estimate that Jericho is about 10 acres in size, that is a about 7 city blocks.  For our sake let’s just 
say that is marching around Camden Yards and M&T Bank Stadium. 
 
Prayer Walks / Praying the Sanctuary 
You can do prayer walks prayer walks in your heart, a prayer walks in your mind as you sit, you don't even have to 
leave your house.  You can do prayer walks in your mind of places you've been in the mission field.  Walk the 
streets and places over and over again refreshing them in your memory, and praying for the people as you do.  I 
think there's a power in our lives to do prayer walks through our neighborhood.  I think there's power in our lives 
to come here and pray over this sanctuary.  The sanctuary here is open anytime the church is open, and when the 
sanctuary is open and you want to just come and sit here and pray for every seat, for the people who will sit in 
them, you come and you will be blessed.  I am not being in not trying to impress you with spirituality by any 
means, because I have such a long way to go, but I find one of the most wonderful times of the week is to come 
out here and walk this sanctuary, and touch my hand over every seat in this sanctuary praying for whoever will be 
there.  And many times as I do the faces of the people who sit in the general area come to me, and I remember 
their need and I pray for them. 
 
Spies told Soldiers – Protect the Home of Scarlet Chord 
These spies told all the soldiers the oath that was made long before they start their march around the city.  The 
only way they could guarantee the oath was to tell the others about the oath before the battle began.  The oath 
would become part of the battle plan…… hey don’t kill the people in the home with the scarlet thread hanging 
from the window. 
 
Their Hearts were Moved for Rahab / We Must Protect the New Believers 
Imagine for 13 laps to see that scarlet cord.  I think personally there were men whose hearts were moved, that 
when they would go take the city that they would go right to Rahab's house to protect them because they would 
be the new believers.  Rahab and her home would be the ones that would immediately that the people of Jericho 
would turn on them because they go aha you lied you lied to us use as you sent them out.  You fed them the 
intelligence on the city, you protected them, if we would've killed them the people of Israel would've been fearful 
of us but instead you strengthened our enemy.  And so too will it be for the new believers as the world and friend 
and family can be so quick to discourage them and mock them and seek to turn them away from the Lord.  When 
the new believers come in here we must quickly gather around them and protect them and hedged them because 
the world can quickly come against them.  There's places outside this country that you will die the day you give 



your life to Jesus Christ.   At the same time that same religion is making strong gains into this country now, and you 
will see at some point that same radicalism that somebody's going to convert to Christianity and they will die right 
here in America for giving their life to Jesus Christ.  We have to surround them, and help them. 
 
Keep Interceding 
Beloved, don’t stop interceding for those loved ones, look at these biblical examples as proof to you that God 
hears your prayers of intercession. 

• Noah – Man of faith, and his whole family gets saved 

• Abraham – man of faith, saves his nephew Lot and family out of Sodom 

• Rahab – woman of faith, saves her family out of the destruction of Jericho 
Don’t stop interceding, never, ever, it is never over as long as you have a breath.  As long as you have a breath you 
have a say in heaven.  God loves to save. 
 
Joshua 6:26 Then Joshua charged them at that time, saying, “Cursed be the man before the LORD who rises up 
and builds this city Jericho; he shall lay its foundation with his firstborn, and with his youngest he shall set up its 
gates.”  
 
Prophecy Fulfilled in 1 Kings 16 
In the days of wicked King Ahab, Hiel the Bethelite rebuilt Jericho—and it cost him the lives of both his eldest and 
youngest sons (1 Kgs 16:34). 
 
Oldest City in World – Still Uninhabited Today 
The “oldest city in the world” is still uninhabited. The present city called Jericho is near, but not on, the ancient 
ruins 
 
Christian – Don’t Rebuild the Wall 
In verse 26 the command is to never rebuild the walls and how easy that is for us we see God do a great and 
mighty work breaking down a wall that we thought was impenetrable as we thought we could never have 
restoration with that brother that he could never repair our marriages bring down the wall that was separating 
them but then something starts happening along the way where we start going, "Hey, I remember what they did to 
me. I'm going to build this wall up again. I can't believe how I was treated. Someone hand me a brick," there we 
are we start to build the wall again but this time we're the one who's inside Jericho and we'll be the one who is 
trapped inside Jericho because we're walling ourselves in and out of what God wants to do.  You must utterly 
destroy it, and leave it in its rubble.  Utter destruction is a repeated theme throughout the book of Joshua: 
Joshua 2:10 (NKJV) 10 For we have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did 
to the two kings of the Amorites who were on the other side of the Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom you utterly destroyed.  
 
Joshua 6:21 (NKJV) 21 And they utterly destroyed all that was in the city, both man and woman, young and old, ox and sheep and donkey, with 
the edge of the sword.  
 
Joshua 8:26 (NKJV) 26 For Joshua did not draw back his hand, with which he stretched out the spear, until he had utterly destroyed all the 
inhabitants of Ai.  
 
Joshua 10:1 (NKJV) 1 Now it came to pass when Adoni-Zedek king of Jerusalem heard how Joshua had taken Ai and had utterly destroyed it—as 
he had done to Jericho and its king, so he had done to Ai and its king—and how the inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace with Israel and were 
among them,  
 
Joshua 10:28 (NKJV) 28 On that day Joshua took Makkedah, and struck it and its king with the edge of the sword. He utterly destroyed them—all 
the people who were in it. He let none remain. He also did to the king of Makkedah as he had done to the king of Jericho.  
 
Joshua 10:35 (NKJV) 35 They took it on that day and struck it with the edge of the sword; all the people who were in it he utterly destroyed that 
day, according to all that he had done to Lachish.  
 
Joshua 10:37 (NKJV) 37 And they took it and struck it with the edge of the sword—its king, all its cities, and all the people who were in it; he left 
none remaining, according to all that he had done to Eglon, but utterly destroyed it and all the people who were in it.  
 



Joshua 10:39 (NKJV) 39 And he took it and its king and all its cities; they struck them with the edge of the sword and utterly destroyed all the 
people who were in it. He left none remaining; as he had done to Hebron, so he did to Debir and its king, as he had done also to Libnah and its 
king.  
 
Joshua 10:40 (NKJV) 40 So Joshua conquered all the land: the mountain country and the South and the lowland and the wilderness slopes, and all 
their kings; he left none remaining, but utterly destroyed all that breathed, as the LORD God of Israel had commanded.  
 
Joshua 11:11 (NKJV) 11 And they struck all the people who were in it with the edge of the sword, utterly destroying them. There was none left 
breathing. Then he burned Hazor with fire.  
 
Joshua 11:12 (NKJV) 12 So all the cities of those kings, and all their kings, Joshua took and struck with the edge of the sword. He utterly destroyed 
them, as Moses the servant of the LORD had commanded.  
 
Joshua 11:20 (NKJV) 20 For it was of the LORD to harden their hearts, that they should come against Israel in battle, that He might utterly destroy 
them, and that they might receive no mercy, but that He might destroy them, as the LORD had commanded Moses.  
 
Joshua 11:21 (NKJV) 21 And at that time Joshua came and cut off the Anakim from the mountains: from Hebron, from Debir, from Anab, from all 
the mountains of Judah, and from all the mountains of Israel; Joshua utterly destroyed them with their cities.  
 
Joshua 17:13 (NKJV) 13 And it happened, when the children of Israel grew strong, that they put the Canaanites to forced labor, but did not utterly 
drive them out.  

 
Joshua 6:27 So the LORD was with Joshua, and his fame spread throughout all the country.  
 
The Greater than Joshua is Coming 
[I can imagine! ...even to this day. And yet another Yeshua is about to dispossess the Planet Earth of its usurpers, 
by sending ahead two witnesses, and climaxing with 7 trumpet judgments...] 
 

Study - Conclusion 
Come to Throne of Grace 
So now come to the throne of grace and spend time with the Lord, ask Him take this word and work it into your 
life. 
Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
End of Study 
 
 
 

  



How to be Baptized/Filled with the Holy Spirit 

The Baptism of the Holy Spirit 
 
Overview of Past 6 Studies 
Chapter 1 – Promise Given to Joshua (God will never leave you nor fail you) 
Chapter 2 – Spies into the Land (the enemy is already defeated) 
Chapter 3 – The Jordon River Crossing (put God in the middle of the obstacle and it must flee) 
Chapter 4 – Memorial Stones (preparing the next generation) 
Chapter 5 – Preparing themselves before the War (Circumcision and Passover) 
Chapter 6 – The Walls come Tumbling Down 
 

Introduction 
The Theme of the Book of Joshua 
The theme of this book, the theme of these 24 chapters, the theme of Joshua’s life, and the theme for your life 
today…. 
Joshua 1:3 (NKJV) 3 Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given you, as I said to Moses.  

 
Look at the Map 
Look at the map of the land that is being given, and God is saying every step is yours already, I have given it to you 
already. 
 
Sound Familiar – Every Spiritual Blessing 
Does this sound familiar?  It sound just like Ephesians 1:3, which is the promise of God to us His children, to give us 
the abundant life that is not just promised to us, but desired for us.  Why do I say it like that, is that although it is 
promised to us, it is given to us already, but it is not yours until you possess it. 
Ephesians 1:3 (NKJV) 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places in Christ,  

 
Blessing means - Bounty/Spiritual Prosperity 
When you see that word blessing in the bible, it means “bountiful, prosperous, abundance”, and so what the 
promise is, is for us to have “spiritual prosperity, spiritual abundance, to have a bounty and harvest of the spiritual 
things, the things of God, the things promised in His Word”. 
 
The Zoe Life – the Abundant Life 
How fitting for us coming off of our study through the Book of John, as God’s desire for us is to have the “zoe” life, 
which is the abundant life, the God life, the life that Jesus lived when He walked this earth, and it is the life the 
apostles will live in the Book of Acts.  God wants us to have a life beyond the life this world can offer us, He wants 
us to have and live this abundant God-Life, receiving all His spiritual blessings right now, today, not tomorrow, not 
next year, not a decade from now, and surely not waiting until we die and go to heaven, but today!  Jesus did not 
come to just save us, but that after salvation we may live an abundant life! 
John 10:10 (NKJV) 10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life (zoe), and that they 
may have it more abundantly.  
 
John 20:30–31 (NKJV) 30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these are 
written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life (zoe) in His name.  

 
The Victorious Christian Life / Do You Want the Victorious Christian Life – The God Life 
God wants us living the victorious Christian life today!  Joshua will be a book of war, a book of battles, a book of 
taking ground, a book of God leading them and bring them into victory.  Do you want to live the victorious 
Christian life?  Do you want to live the abundant life that God desires for you today, right now, this very moment?  
You can leave here today by taking that first step that says “yes Lord let’s do this”. 
 
 
 



Joshua – Written as Examples (Romans 15 & 1st Corinthians 10) 
We are told in Romans 15, 1st Corinthians 10, the things that were written are written for our examples, 
admonition, and we can gather real life experiences, real life pictures that we can apply to our life here today.  The 
Book of Joshua is a book written for us to see how we can claim our spiritual inheritance, how we can live the 
victorious Christian life,  
Romans 15:4 (NKJV) 4 For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the 
Scriptures might have hope.  
 
1 Corinthians 10:11 (NKJV) 11 Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for our admonition, upon whom the 
ends of the ages have come.  

 

The Question 
 
Do you Want this Abundant Life Promised? / You can be Saved & Wander / or – Enter Into Spirit Filled Life 
The question for you today, do you want this abundant life that Jesus promises you?  The example is clear in the 
Book of Joshua (Romans 15:4 / 1 Cor 10:11), you can be saved out of Egypt, but spend a lifetime wandering in the 
wilderness, never entering into the Promised Land (which represents entering into the Spirit-filled, Spirit-led life).  
The question for you today, do you want this abundant life that Jesus promises you?   
 

You Need to be Filled with the Holy Spirit 
 
Devil loves to Pervert Subject of Baptism/Filling of Holy Spirt 
Now before we go another step, we are not talking charismania, extremism, for that is exactly what the Devil 
wants to do and has done to keep Christians from seeking after the baptism/filling of the Holy Spirit, he twists and 
perverts it so people want to distance themselves from it because they think it is about something extreme and 
strange, and we all know there are plenty of people and groups who are great poster children for him. 
 
Define Terms 
But let’s define some terms  

• Baptism – means to be immersed 

• Filled – means to be supplied 

• Holy Spirit – is a Person, the 3rd Person of the Trinity of God, the Holy Spirit is God, not a cosmic 
force 

 
Do You want More of God in Your Life 
So the baptism/filling of the Holy Spirit, is to be immersed, supplied, with God in your life.  Who wants more of 
that in their life?  Why would anyone ever want to distance themselves from that?  The very presence of God in 
your life, wrapping you in Himself, supplying for you all that you need to enter into the spiritual inheritance, the 
spiritual bounty of God, the power of God in your life, your marriage, your child rearing, you Sunday School 
teaching, you witness in a dark world, your witness before your unbelieving parents, your witness before your 
unbelieving spouse, power in the ministry God has given you whatever that may be.  Who wouldn’t want that, and 
why wouldn’t we want more of God in all those things. 
 
All Promises are in Him – 1 Corinthians 1:20 
We read in 1 Corinthians 1:20 that all the promises of God are found in Him (a person).  We are seek a Person. 
2 Corinthians 1:20–22 (NKJV) 20 For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us. 21 Now He who 
establishes us with you in Christ and has anointed us is God, 22 who also has sealed us and given us the Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.  

 
Ephesians 5 – Continually be Filled 
Let’s read Ephesians 5:17-21.  The verb sense and structure in verse 18 means…………. ‘to be continually filled with 
the Holy Spirit”.  Some think you are baptized at salvation and it is once and done, others say you are baptized for 
the work of ministry as seen in Acts 2, and it is once and done.  But Paul’s grammar here in Ephesians 5, written 



after Acts, clearly says, “be constantly being filled with the Holy Spirit.” What that means is there are many fillings, 
or at least should be, of the Holy Spirit in a person's life who will seek after and allow the Lord to do in their life. 
Ephesians 5:17–21 (NKJV) 17 Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 18 And do not be drunk with wine, in which 
is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, 19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in 
your heart to the Lord, 20 giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 21 submitting to one another 
in the fear of God.  

 
Ephesians 5 / Don Not be Drunk – but be Filled Continually 
Notice, ……And do not be drunk with wine: In contrast with the conduct of the world (being drunk with wine), we 
are to be filled with the Spirit.  Drunk – the influence of the world and flesh.  The word in the original Greek 
language means to be inebriated or stupefied, but it also means “to be excited”.  So we see clearly the changing 
from being who a person is without alcohol to what happens to them with alcohol, and that is the alcohol affects 
their behavior, it influences them.  And so we see the application clearly, don’t be influenced and excited by the 
things of the world, but be filled (supplied) with the Holy Spirit. 
 
Baptism/Filling – Immersion and Supply of God Himself in Our Lives 
Baptism/Filling of Holy Spirit – to be immersed and supplied with God Himself for the working that is specific to the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
What do We Receive – Fruit/Gifts/Empowerment 
What do we receive when I am baptized with the Holy Spirit?  Fruit, Gifts, and empowerment (this is not meant to 
be an exhaustive study on the Holy Spirt).  
 
Fruit of Holy Spirit 
Galatians 5:22–25 (NKJV) 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-
control. Against such there is no law. 24 And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 If we live in the Spirit, 
let us also walk in the Spirit.  

 
Gifts of the Holy Spirit 
1 Corinthians 12:7–11 (NKJV) 7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all: 8 for to one is given the word of 
wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of 
healings by the same Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different 
kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one 
individually as He wills.  
 
Romans 12:3–8 (NKJV) 3 For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he 
ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith. 4 For as we have many members in one body, but all the 
members do not have the same function, 5 so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another. 6 Having then 
gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; 7 or ministry, let 
us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; 8 he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with 
diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.  

 
Empowerment for Ministry 
Acts 1:4–8 (NKJV) 4 And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of 
the Father, “which,” He said, “you have heard from Me; 5 for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not 
many days from now.” 6 Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, “Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to 
Israel?” 7 And He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own authority. 8 But you shall receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of 
the earth.”  
 
Acts 4:8 (NKJV) 8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders of Israel:  
 
Acts 4:31 (NKJV) 31 And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness.  

 
Summation – Seeking More of God’s Presence in Our Lives 
Remember the Holy Spirit is a person.  So in this seeking, what we are ultimately seeking, is Him; more of Him, 
more of His presence, more of his leading, more of His guiding, …………… simply summed up, more of Him and His 
presence, His face, His glory, and if we get Him, we get the summation of who He is…….. love. 



 
7 Steps to the Baptism of the Holy Spirit 
Whether I am seeking more of Him for my life personally (Ephesians 5:18), or more of Him for the work of the 
ministry (Acts 1:8), I found these 7 steps have always been profitable to examine myself and to prepare myself, for 
more “filling”, more of Him, His Presence, in my life. 
7 Steps for the Baptism/Filling of the Holy Spirit 

1. is that we accept Jesus Christ as our Savior and Lord. 
2. is a public profession that Jesus Christ is our Savior and Lord 
3. is renunciation of sin. 
4. is absolute surrender to God 
5. is an intense desire for the baptism/filling with the Holy Spirit. 
6. is definite prayer for the baptism/filling with the Holy Spirit 
7. is faith (believing we have received the baptism/filling of the Holy Spirit 

 
Again – Don’t Struggle with What – but Reach for the Who 
You may say pastor I don’t know if I am coming to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit for the first time (meaning I am 
saved but not sure I have received this baptism/filling of power you are talking about), or just more of Him in my 
life for today, for more of the fruit of the Spirit, or if I coming for the baptism of power for ministry, I don't know 
which one I am seeking.  To which I would say to you, you just come, come to whatever you feel God calling you to 
come to, and you come for that, and God will honor you coming.  What will you find is the seven points we cover 
will apply to whatever God is tugging and laying and initiating on your heart at this moment.   Don’t struggle with 
the “what” is the exact term, but reach for the “Who”, more of the presence of God in your life and moving in your 
life.  (I not saying sloppy theology, but don’t let wording keep you from receiving all of Him and all He has for you) 
 
Don’t rest on Blessing from Days-gone-By 
One final note before we look at these 7 points - One of the saddest sights among us to-day is that of the men and 
women who once toiled for the Master in the mighty power of the Holy Spirit who are now practically of no use, or 
even a hindrance to the work, because they are trying to go in the power of the blessing received a year or five 
years or twenty years ago. For each new service that is to be conducted, for each new soul that is to be dealt with, 
for each new work for Christ that is to be performed, for each new day and each new emergency of Christian life 
and service, we should seek and obtain a new filling with the Holy Spirit 
Torrey, R. A. (1910). The person and work of the Holy Spirit as revealed in the Scriptures and in personal experience (p. 211). New York; Chicago: 
Fleming H. Revell. 
 

1. The first step is that we accept Jesus Christ as our Savior and Lord. 
 
Salvation 
Step one is salvation. In our Joshua study we see the children of Israel coming out of Egypt, and that is a picture of 
salvation.  Egypt is a picture of the world and the flesh, and the leaving of it by the Passover Lamb is the coming 
into salvation. 
 
Acts 2:38–39 (NKJV) 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the 
Lord our God will call.”  

 
3 Prepositions of the Holy Spirit found in the New Testament 
There are three prepositions related to the Holy Spirit used in the Scriptures, and they easily define to us the works 
of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Para (With) – Convicts a person for the need to be saved 
John 14:17 ( NKJV ) 17the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He 
dwells with (para) you and will be in you.  
 
Romans 3:11 ( NKJV ) 11    There is none who understands;     There is none who seeks after God. 



 
En (In) – God takes up residence within a person once the receive Him as Savior 
John 14:17 ( NKJV ) 17the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He 
dwells with (para) you and will be in (en) you.  
 
John 20:21-22 ( NKJV ) 21So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you.”  22And when He had said this, 
He breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  
 
Ephesians 1:13–14 (NKJV) 13 In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having 
believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased 
possession, to the praise of His glory.  

 
Heppi (Upon) – empowers the person for the work/service God has for them 
(Acts 1:5 NKJV)  "for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now." 
 
(Acts 1:8 NKJV)  "But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon (heppi) you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." 

 
2 Baptisms 
There are two baptism.  One when you receive Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, and another when He (the 
Holy Spirit) comes upon you and endues you with power for service.  What about these continual fillings spoken of 
in Ephesians 5:18?  The debate has been going on for 2000 years as to whether it means we have continual 
baptisms, or one baptism with continual fillings.  I lean towards it is one baptism with continual fillings, but won’t 
divide with anyone who feels it is multiple baptisms, because I don’t think it matters as long as you ask God to give 
you His Promise.  So a person first needs to be baptized into Christ (Eph 1:13-14), and then this “coming upon” 
happens (Acts 1:5). 
 
Are You Born-Again 
Are you born-again, have you been born into the family of God?  Have you given your life to Jesus Christ for the 
remission of your sins? 
John 3:3 (NKJV) 3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”  
 
John 3:16–17 (NKJV) 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.  

 

2. The second step is a public profession that Jesus Christ is our Savior and Lord 
 
Water Baptism / Obituary Notice 
Step two is water baptism, the public profession of faith. And that picture is Red Sea Crossing were God did all the 
work and the children of Israel simply crossed over. What they are leaving behind is the old life and they are 
making a public profession I am now solely identified the God of Israel no longer with the world. Across the Red 
Sea was to say I separate myself from you pharaoh you are now my enemy.  When a person is water baptized, or it 
could be the standing up in an altar call, they are saying I am identifying myself with the death of Jesus, and I am 
burying the old man, and the new man that comes out of the water now lives for God.  Take this as my official 
obituary notice to the world. 
 
Acts 2:38–39 (NKJV) 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the 
Lord our God will call.”  

 
Matthew 10:32–33 (NKJV) 32 “Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. 33 But 
whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.  
 
Romans 6:1–14 (NKJV) 1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin 
live any longer in it? 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we 
were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should 
walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His 
resurrection, 6 knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be 



slaves of sin. 7 For he who has died has been freed from sin. 8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, 9 knowing 
that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over Him. 10 For the death that He died, He died to 
sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God. 11 Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts. 13 And do not present your 
members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your members as 
instruments of righteousness to God. 14 For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace.  

 

3. The third step in the path that leads into the blessing of being baptized/filled with the Holy 
Spirit is renunciation (repentance) of sin. 
 
Acts 2:38–39 (NKJV) 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the 
Lord our God will call.”  

 
Repentance of Sin 
Step three is the renunciation of sin, the repentance and turning away from sin.  The Old Testament picture is 
wilderness wandering as children of Israel for 40 years wandering the wilderness never having the faith to step into 
all the promises of God. Their particular sin was continually seen throughout their wilderness wandering the 
worshiping of the golden calf, the murmuring and complaining against what God was doing, complain against 
God's provision, complain against God's leadership, the not keeping of circumcision (the picture of the willingness 
to cut away the flesh), the not remembering and celebrating the Passover, and ultimately we know it was the 
refusal to enter into the Promised Land because they would rather wander in the wilderness then go fight for what 
was theirs by faith. 
Hebrews 3:16–19 (NKJV) 16 For who, having heard, rebelled? Indeed, was it not all who came out of Egypt, led by Moses? 17 Now with whom was 
He angry forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose corpses fell in the wilderness? 18 And to whom did He swear that they would not 
enter His rest, but to those who did not obey? 19 So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief.  

 
If Cling to Just 1 Sin 
If we cling to one single known sin, it will shut us out of the blessing 
 
If it Keeps Coming Up – It is From God 
If there is anything that always comes up when you get nearest to God, that is the thing to deal with.  If you wait 
upon Him long enough, He will speak to you. 
 
You Can Grieve the Holy  
You can grieve the Holy Spirit (because remember He is a person not a “force”, and that will quench the Holy Spirit 
in your life 
Ephesians 4:25–32 (NKJV) 25 Therefore, putting away lying, “Let each one of you speak truth with his neighbor,” for we are members of one 
another. 26 “Be angry, and do not sin”: do not let the sun go down on your wrath, 27 nor give place to the devil. 28 Let him who stole steal no 
longer, but rather let him labor, working with his hands what is good, that he may have something to give him who has need. 29 Let no corrupt 
word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers. 30 And do not grieve the 
Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be put away 
from you, with all malice. 32 And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave you.  
 
1 Thessalonians 5:12–22 (NKJV) 12 And we urge you, brethren, to recognize those who labor among you, and are over you in the Lord and 
admonish you, 13 and to esteem them very highly in love for their work’s sake. Be at peace among yourselves. 14 Now we exhort you, brethren, 
warn those who are unruly, comfort the fainthearted, uphold the weak, be patient with all. 15 See that no one renders evil for evil to anyone, but 
always pursue what is good both for yourselves and for all. 16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 in everything give thanks; for this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not despise prophecies. 21 Test all things; hold fast what is good. 22 Abstain 
from every form of evil.  
 
Acts 5:1–6 (NKJV) 1 But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession. 2 And he kept back part of the proceeds, his 
wife also being aware of it, and brought a certain part and laid it at the apostles’ feet. 3 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart 
to lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back part of the price of the land for yourself? 4 While it remained, was it not your own? And after it was sold, 
was it not in your own control? Why have you conceived this thing in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God.” 5 Then Ananias, hearing 
these words, fell down and breathed his last. So great fear came upon all those who heard these things. 6 And the young men arose and 
wrapped him up, carried him out, and buried him.  

 
 



Be not Confused – God never Leaves You 
But be not confused, that when we grieve or quench the Holy Spirit, He is not leaving us.  Remember Ephesians 
1:13-14, the Holy Spirit is our guarantee of our salvation, He is sealed upon us and inside of us, and He will never 
leave us nor forsake us, for He is God. 
Ephesians 1:13–14 (NKJV) 13 In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having 
believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased 
possession, to the praise of His glory.  
 
Hebrews 13:5–6 (NKJV) 5 Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. For He Himself has said, “I will 
never leave you nor forsake you.” 6 So we may boldly say: “The LORD is my helper; I will not fear. What can man do to me?”  

 
Vertical and Horizontal 
It is the vertical and horizontal relationship we have with the Lord which gets us into the mystery and majesty of 
the Trinity.  For instance regarding sin; when I recognize my need for a Savior from my sin, and ask Jesus to forgive 
me of my sin, He does.  And we are told that He puts our sins away as far the east is from the west.  And that God 
will remember them no more.  We know that one drop of the blood of Jesus cleanses us from all sin (past-present-
future). 
Psalm 103:12 (NKJV) 12 As far as the east is from the west, So far has He removed our transgressions from us.  

 
Isaiah 43:25 (NKJV) 25 “I, even I, am He who blots out your transgressions for My own sake; And I will not remember your sins.  
 
Hebrews 8:12 (NKJV) 12 For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more.”  

 
But then in 1 John 1:9 we are told to confess our sin to Him even after we are saved.  And thus is the great 
mystery, and some will be confused by this.   
1 John 1:8–10 (NKJV) 8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is 
not in us.  

 
It is the vertical and horizontal relationship we have with the Lord.  Vertical (Up/Down) is (our position in Him), and 
that is we are sons and daughters, and nothing can change that ever.  My children are my children forever, nothing 
can change that, regardless of what they may do after birth.  So it is with our vertical position (children of God), by 
His blood and the sealing of His Spirit in us, we are cleansed and forgiven and born into the family of God, and we 
are His children forever.  But like all relationships, there is an on-going relationship, a daily relationship between 
each other, and that is the Horizontal (left to right) which is (our daily relationship with Him).  And if I fight with my 
wife, there will be tension in the home until we reconcile; but once we do reconcile (confess means to agree), then 
our sweet fellowship and union flows again.  We were always still husband and wife, but that point of contentions 
needed to be dealt with to restore unity.  So it is with our sin between us and the Lord.  Our sin that separates us 
“positionally” is dealt with by His blood, and nothing can take that away; but our sin presently in the “relationship” 
needs to be dealt with “agreed with” to restore unity in the relationship.  And, if you notice, Up/down, left/right, 
makes the cross and all things are covered under the cross. 
 
Eternal versus Present 
I like to present it as, the Vertical (Positionally) is the Eternal (outside of our time domain we live), and the 
Horizontal (Relationship) is the Present (inside this time domain we live in). 
 
Regarding the Holy Spirit – Vertical/Horizontal 
So, as we apply that to our salvation (position and relationship), that same applies here in filling of the Holy Spirit.  
Vertically (our position) the Holy Spirit fills us and seals us at salvation, it is our down payment and guarantee we 
are saved.  And, like salvation, the Horizontal (our daily relationship), we need to be continually drawing from Him 
to be supplied for our daily needs.  Whether it is a supply to overcome personal sin, or the empowerment for 
ministry to (spouse, family, Sunday school, missions) I/we need to be supplied from the source, and that is the 
Vine.  We as the branches need only to stay attached to the Vine, not allow anything to block the flow of His supply 
to us, and we will bear much fruit.  Don’t get yourself wrapped up in wording, as do I need to be filled to overcome 
sin, or just filled for personal ministry?, to which are high and lofty questions for me, but the application is very 



easy, just confess and enjoy that the horizontal relationship is in unity and the life giving sap from the Vine will be 
flowing to you the branch, and the natural output is “fruit”. 
John 15:1–11 (NKJV) 1 “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and 
every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3 You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. 4 
Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. 5 “I am 
the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not 
abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. 7 If you abide in 
Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. 8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much 
fruit; so you will be My disciples. 9 “As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love. 10 If you keep My commandments, you will 
abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love. 11 “These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may 
remain in you, and that your joy may be full.  

 
Father 

• Vertical – Holy and Pure 

• Horizontal – Loving and Caring (Abba) 
 
Son 

• Vertical – Lord and King 

• Horizontal – Savior and Sacrifice 
 
Spirit 

• Vertical – Sealer and Down payment 

• Horizontal – Supplier and Comforter 
 
Oswald Chambers 
Keep right with God and let Him do what He likes, and you will find that He is producing the kind of bread and wine 
that will benefit His other children. 
Chambers, O. (1986). My utmost for his highest: Selections for the year. Grand Rapids, MI: Oswald Chambers Publications; Marshall Pickering. 

 

4. The fourth step is absolute surrender to God 
 
Acts 5:29–32 (NKJV) 29 But Peter and the other apostles answered and said: “We ought to obey God rather than men. 30 The God of our fathers 
raised up Jesus whom you murdered by hanging on a tree. 31 Him God has exalted to His right hand to be Prince and Savior, to give repentance 
to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are His witnesses to these things, and so also is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who 
obey Him.”  

 

Absolute Surrender 
In step four is the absolute surrender and we see that in the crossing of the Jordan River they have come to the 
place now with God whatever your will is let it be our life. We read before they crossed over the night before they 
consecrated themselves and they set themselves apart.  They absolutely and totally surrendered themselves to 
God trusting that He knew what He was doing.  The priests stepped into the water of the Jordon, absolute 
surrender and trust that He would not allow them to be swept away.  We read after the Jordon crossing they were 
circumcised, even though only 2 miles from the enemy. So we see a continual requirement of absolute surrender. 
 
Lord – I am Yours – Do With Me as You Will 
The heart of obedience is in the will, the essence of obedience is the surrender of the will to God. It is going to God 
our heavenly Father and saying, “Heavenly Father, here I am. I am Thy property. Thou hast bought me with a price. 
I acknowledge Thine ownership, and surrender myself and all that I am absolutely to Thee. Send me where Thou 
wilt; do with me what Thou wilt; use me as Thou wilt.” This is in most instances the decisive step in receiving the 
baptism with the Holy Spirit. 
Torrey, R. A. (1910). The person and work of the Holy Spirit as revealed in the Scriptures and in personal experience (p. 222). New York; Chicago: 
Fleming H. Revell. 

 
Romans 12:1–2 (NKJV) 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.  



 
Greatest Fight Usually against Yourself 
Probably the greatest fight of your life for these things, will always be against yourself is you have to battle with 
through yourself, of dying to self, picking up your cross and following Him. 
 
Some Afraid to Give up Control 
Many people are afraid at the absolute surrender part, the obedience part, because they are afraid God will do 
something they are not comfortable with, take them somewhere, ask them to do something, and they won’t 
surrender, and therefore God won’t baptize/fill them.  Some things God may ask you to surrender from your will 
isn’t even sin, it is just you wanting to stay in control. 
 
You will Have to Fight – This Warfare 
What we saw last study in Joshua chapter 6 God toppled the walls by faith, but they still had to go in with swords 
drawn in flight.  For we wrestle not against flesh and blood but against principalities and power. In this spiritual 
warfare the enemy wants to keep you from these promises of God, of entering into the abundant life, into the 
spirit filled life, into the spirit led life, You have to be willing to fight. 
Ephesians 6:10–12 (NKJV) 10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that 
you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.  

 
Stay Until Hear from God 
Like repentance of sin, you have to stay here a wait upon the Lord, and ask Him….. Lord is there something I am 
not surrendering to you?  Is there something you have asked me to do (obey) but I am ignoring You.  See the 
surrender part may not necessarily be sin, it is just something that is keeping you from all the Lord wants to give 
you, because you are afraid to obey him regarding the matter. 
 
Continual Process 
We see pictures of the children of Israel doing step 3 and 4 on both sides of the Jordon, and I think that is a picture 
of that we need to do them continually, because Ephesian 5:18 says to be continually filled, thus whether the first 
baptism/filling or the 1,000th, we need to continually present ourselves to the Lord as vessels He can freely flow 
into and through. 
 

5. The fifth step is an intense desire for the baptism/filling with the Holy Spirit. 
 
John 7:37–39 (NKJV) 37 On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and 
drink. 38 He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.” 39 But this He spoke concerning the 
Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.  

 
Intense Desire / 13 Laps (not to Mention Jordon and Gilgal) 
Step five is the desire to be baptized, to enter into the promises that God would have for us. We see that picture 
crossing of the Jordan River, then Gilgal, and then marching around Jericho.  Every day for 7 days, not one day, not 
two days on three days, not every other day, but complete obedience to what God had called them to that is 13 
laps in silence exactly accordance to his instruction.  
 
Must Want it Enough to Seek It Fervently 
They wanted the promises of God, and they sought after it, they didn’t take a casual approach, they didn’t say if 
you want to give it to us we will take it, they sought it fervently, and so too must you.  Jesus puts it as “thirsting”, 
the place after a hot summer day, your body is parched and your body screams out for water.  And so for us a 
place of spiritual dryness, not content with wilderness wanderings, but wanting the deeper satisfying life God has 
for us.  We are not trying to whip something up in an emotional way, but we are desperate for it.  We can’t 
approach it like “oh hum Lord, if You want to give me more I’ll take it”.  God wants us to want it, so much we see it 
as water in the wilderness, after days of not drinking. 
 
 



If You Think You Ok without It – Then won’t Get It 
As long as one fancies he can get along somehow without the baptism with the Holy Spirit, he is not going to 
receive that baptism. As long as one is casting about for some new kind of church, machinery, or new style of 
preaching, or anything else, by which he hopes to accomplish what the Holy Spirit only can accomplish, he will not 
receive the baptism with the Holy Spirit. As long as one tries to find some subtle system of exegesis to read out of 
the New Testament what God has put into it, namely, the absolute necessity that each believer receive the 
baptism with the Holy Spirit as a definite experience, he is not going to receive the baptism with the Holy Spirit. As 
long as a man tries to persuade himself that he has received the baptism with the Holy Spirit when he really has 
not, he is not going to receive the baptism with the Holy Spirit. But when one gets to the place where he sees the 
absolute necessity that he be baptized with the Holy Spirit as a definite experience and desires this blessing at any 
cost, he is far on the way towards receiving it 
Torrey, R. A. (1910). The person and work of the Holy Spirit as revealed in the Scriptures and in personal experience (pp. 224–225). New York; 
Chicago: Fleming H. Revell. 

 
Who Touched Me 
Charles Spurgeon was asked why he needed to be continually filled with the Holy Spirit and he said, “because I 
leak”.  Typically witty answer from the Prince of Preachers, but a right on answer for us as we are in these earthen 
vessels.  I am reminded when Jesus was touched by the woman with the issue of blood, that when she touched 
Him he said who touched Me for power has left My body.  Now did Jesus need to be refilled?  That is way to lofty a 
concept for my little mind to answer.  But, I know personally when I minister, I feel the power leaving me, and I 
know I have to go back to the well to get a refill so I can go pour myself out again unto people.  So we may be 
emptied and need refilling because of quenching the Spirit through sin, or because we have be good and faithful 
ministers who have poured ourselves out unto the world around us (spouse, children, Sunday school, missions, 
etc). 
Luke 8:41–48 (NKJV) 41 And behold, there came a man named Jairus, and he was a ruler of the synagogue. And he fell down at Jesus’ feet and 
begged Him to come to his house, 42 for he had an only daughter about twelve years of age, and she was dying. But as He went, the multitudes 
thronged Him. 43 Now a woman, having a flow of blood for twelve years, who had spent all her livelihood on physicians and could not be healed 
by any, 44 came from behind and touched the border of His garment. And immediately her flow of blood stopped. 45 And Jesus said, “Who 
touched Me?” When all denied it, Peter and those with him said, “Master, the multitudes throng and press You, and You say, ‘Who touched 
Me?’ ” 46 But Jesus said, “Somebody touched Me, for I perceived power going out from Me.” 47 Now when the woman saw that she was not 
hidden, she came trembling; and falling down before Him, she declared to Him in the presence of all the people the reason she had touched Him 
and how she was healed immediately. 48 And He said to her, “Daughter, be of good cheer; your faith has made you well. Go in peace.”  

 
Oswald Chambers 
February 9th - Are you exhausted spiritually? 
 
The everlasting God … fainteth not, neither is weary. Isaiah 40:28. 
 

Exhaustion means that the vital forces are worn right out. Spiritual exhaustion never comes through sin 
but only through service, and whether or not you are exhausted will depend upon where you get your supplies. 
Jesus said to Peter—“Feed My sheep,” but He gave him nothing to feed them with. The process of being made 
broken bread and poured-out wine means that you have to be the nourishment for other souls until they learn to 
feed on God. They must drain you to the dregs. Be careful that you get your supply, or before long you will be 
utterly exhausted. Before other souls learn to draw on the life of the Lord Jesus direct, they have to draw on it 
through you; you have to be literally ‘sucked’, until they learn to take their nourishment from God. We owe it to 
God to be our best for His lambs and His sheep as well as for Himself. 

Has the way in which you have been serving God betrayed you into exhaustion? If so, then rally your 
affections. Where did you start the service from? From your own sympathy or from the basis of the Redemption of 
Jesus Christ? Continually go back to the foundation of your affections and recollect where the source of power is. 
You have no right to say—‘Oh Lord, I am so exhausted.’ He saved and sanctified you in order to exhaust you. Be 
exhausted for God, but remember that your supply comes from Him. “All my fresh springs shall be in Thee.” 
Chambers, O. (1986). My utmost for his highest: Selections for the year. Grand Rapids, MI: Oswald Chambers Publications; Marshall Pickering. 

 
 
 



6. The sixth step is definite prayer for the baptism/filling with the Holy Spirit 
 
Luke 11:11–13 (NKJV) 11 If a son asks for bread from any father among you, will he give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a 
serpent instead of a fish? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? 13 If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your 

children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!”  

 
Jesus says – Pray for It 
This is very explicit. Jesus teaches us that the Holy Spirit is given in answer to definite prayer—just ask Him.  You 
don’t have to wrestle Him for it, just ask Him, for He wants to give it to you just like you want to give good gifts to 
your children. 
 
Jericho – the Shout 
Step six is the asking. We see Joshua and the children of Israel seeking the Lord, asking for the Promised Land as 
they broke camp and lined up at the Jordon, their action was their asking, ok Lord lets go..  That is seen again at 
Jericho, the marching, the desire to see the walls come down, and then …………………….. the “shout”. 
 

7. The seventh and last step is faith (simply believing you have received). 
 
Believe 
The seventh step after asking, is believing.   
 
Luke 11:11–13 (NKJV) 11 If a son asks for bread from any father among you, will he give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a 
serpent instead of a fish? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? 13 If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!”  

 
Mark 11:23–24 (NKJV) 23 For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt 
in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says. 24 Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask 
when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them.  

 
Some Meet Conditions – yet Don’t Believe they Have Received 
There are many who have met the other conditions of receiving the baptism with the Holy Spirit and yet do not 
receive, simply because they do not believe. They do not expect to receive and they do not receive. 
Torrey, R. A. (1910). The person and work of the Holy Spirit as revealed in the Scriptures and in personal experience (p. 232). New York; Chicago: 
Fleming H. Revell. 

 
Hebrews 11:30 – Walls Jericho Fall 
Step seven is the believing that God has given them the land, and children of Israel did just that.  They crossed the 
Jordon, and they marched the walls of Jericho.  The waters parted, and the walls fell. 
Hebrews 11:30 (NKJV) 30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they were encircled for seven days.  

 
Whether You Feel it or Not 
Sometimes God will manifest the baptism/filling of the Holy Spirit with an outward manifestation, sometimes 
nothing at all, sometimes a sense of peace and confidence wash over you, sometimes nothing at all.  But by faith 
you must believe you have received.  Then get up and go live like you have. 
 

Study - Conclusion 
Come to Throne of Grace 
So now come to the throne of grace and spend time with the Lord, ask Him take this word and work it into your 
life. 
Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
End of Study 
 

  



Joshua 7 
Joshua 7:1-26 
 
The Theme of the Book of Joshua 
The theme of this book, the theme of these 24 chapters, the theme of Joshua’s life, and the theme for your life 
today…. 
Joshua 1:3 (NKJV) 3 Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given you, as I said to Moses.  

 
Look at the Map 
Look at the map of the land that is being given, and God is saying every step is yours already, I have given it to you 
already. 
 
Sound Familiar – Every Spiritual Blessing 
Does this sound familiar?  It sound just like Ephesians 1:3, which is the promise of God to us His children, to give us 
the abundant life that is not just promised to us, but desired for us.  Why do I say it like that, is that although it is 
promised to us, it is given to us already, but it is not yours until you possess it. 
Ephesians 1:3 (NKJV) 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 

places in Christ,  

 
Blessing means - Bounty/Spiritual Prosperity 
When you see that word blessing in the bible, it means “bountiful, prosperous, abundance”, and so what the 
promise is, is for us to have “spiritual prosperity, spiritual abundance, to have a bounty and harvest of the spiritual 
things, the things of God, the things promised in His Word”. 
 
The Zoe Life – the Abundant Life 
How fitting for us coming off of our study through the Book of John, as God’s desire for us is to have the “zoe” life, 
which is the abundant life, the God life, the life that Jesus lived when He walked this earth, and it is the life the 
apostles will live in the Book of Acts.  God wants us to have a life beyond the life this world can offer us, He wants 
us to have and live this abundant God-Life, receiving all His spiritual blessings right now, today, not tomorrow, not 
next year, not a decade from now, and surely not waiting until we die and go to heaven, but today!  Jesus did not 
come to just save us, but that after salvation we may live an abundant life! 
John 10:10 (NKJV) 10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life (zoe), and that they 
may have it more abundantly.  
 
John 20:30–31 (NKJV) 30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these are 
written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life (zoe) in His name.  

 
The Victorious Christian Life / Do You Want the Victorious Christian Life – The God Life 
God wants us living the victorious Christian life today!  Joshua will be a book of war, a book of battles, a book of 
taking ground, a book of God leading them and bring them into victory.  Do you want to live the victorious 
Christian life?  Do you want to live the abundant life that God desires for you today, right now, this very moment?  
You can leave here today by taking that first step that says “yes Lord let’s do this”. 
 
Joshua – Written as Examples (Romans 15 & 1st Corinthians 10) 
We are told in Romans 15, 1st Corinthians 10, the things that were written are written for our examples, 
admonition, and we can gather real life experiences, real life pictures that we can apply to our life here today.  The 
Book of Joshua is a book written for us to see how we can claim our spiritual inheritance, how we can live the 
victorious Christian life,  
Romans 15:4 (NKJV) 4 For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the 
Scriptures might have hope.  
 
1 Corinthians 10:11 (NKJV) 11 Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for our admonition, upon whom the 
ends of the ages have come.  

 
 



Recap Chapters 1-6 
Chapter 1 – Promise Given to Joshua (God will never leave you nor fail you) 
Chapter 2 – Spies into the Land (the enemy is already defeated) 
Chapter 3 – The Jordon River Crossing (put God in the middle of the obstacle and it must flee) 
Chapter 4 – Memorial Stones (preparing the next generation) 
Chapter 5 – Preparing themselves before the War (Circumcision and Passover) 
Chapter 6 – The Walls come Tumbling Down 
 
Children are On A Roll 
Oh that our lives could just end on chapter 6, great victory, great faith, conquering the giants in the land, but that 
isn’t the reality of the Christian life, and the example here in Joshua is a startling reminder of that. 
 

Joshua 7:1–5 (NKJV) 1 But the children of Israel committed a trespass regarding the accursed 
things, for Achan the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took 
of the accursed things; so the anger of the LORD burned against the children of Israel. 2 Now 
Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is beside Beth Aven, on the east side of Bethel, and 
spoke to them, saying, “Go up and spy out the country.” So the men went up and spied out Ai. 3 

And they returned to Joshua and said to him, “Do not let all the people go up, but let about two 
or three thousand men go up and attack Ai. Do not weary all the people there, for the people of 
Ai are few.” 4 So about three thousand men went up there from the people, but they fled 
before the men of Ai. 5 And the men of Ai struck down about thirty-six men, for they chased 
them from before the gate as far as Shebarim, and struck them down on the descent; therefore 
the hearts of the people melted and became like water.  
 
Good Father – Likes to Use Others as Examples 
Like any good father, God uses examples to instruct His children, and in this case He is instructing us.  I use 
examples of others to instruct my sons, I point to sports greats who have blown it, and I use them as an example to 
tell them what to avoid so they don’t end in the same demise.  So too God does for us using this example of Achan 
here in the Bible.   What we will study is the grieving and quenching of the move of the Spirit of God in our lives, 
how it happens, and what we need to do to get right again with the Lord. 
 
Joshua 7:1 But the children of Israel committed a trespass regarding the accursed things, for Achan the son of 
Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took of the accursed things; so the anger of the 
LORD burned against the children of Israel.  
 
Starts with a “But” 
Chapter 7 starts with a “but”, and we see it is a connector to chapter 6, and this “but” is a bad thing. 
 
Quenching 
Although God has promised to give them every place they put their sole, it has to be done in accordance with His 
ways, not theirs.  And to do it any other way, especially our way, in our flesh, in willful disobedience, we can be 
sure we will stop the flow and move of God right in its tracks.  We will quench the Holy Spirit, and that is what we 
will read in our passage today, the quenching of the move of God in the lives of the Children of Israel. 
 
Sin – To Miss the Mark / Trespass – To Step over the Line 
Verse one, to sin is the word in archery to miss the mark. It means to miss the bulls eye. When God gives us a holy 
commandment that we read in the Law.   If we miss the bulls eye, we have sinned. We have missed the mark of his 
protection. To trespass is where God draws the line and says, "Do not crossover that." When you do, you're guilty 
of trespassing. We see it all around us in our world today, signs that says, "No trespassing." Meaning, don't cross 



this line. You're not allowed in this area. God differentiates those two to which both sin and trespasses need to be 
forgiven.  
 
Trespass – Act of Rebellion  
To jump the property fence and cross in to beyond that line that says, "No trespassing." It's an act of rebellion. It's 
an act of disobedience to the Lord saying our way is better and we know better than you do. Here, if you get 
confused, God calls trespass sin right here in this passage. Again, therefore, both needs forgiveness and for our life 
today, the disobedience needs to be repented of and needs to ask God to forgive us. Which only comes through 
the blood of the Lamb, the work of Christ and the spirit in our life.  
 
Plunders were not for Personal gain 
The accursed things: The wars fought by Israel in Canaan were not to be plundering wars of personal gain; they 
were the first fruit unto God; they were an act of obedience of giving God the glory for the victory (it was all You 
Lord), and trusting that He would bring all future victories and “provisions” to the people. 
 
Achan’s Sin – Quenches the Spirit that was Moving 
Achan’s sin will quench the Spirit that was moving and doing great works in the nation of Israel.  
 
Joshua 7:2 Now Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is beside Beth Aven, on the east side of Bethel, and 
spoke to them, saying, “Go up and spy out the country.” So the men went up and spied out Ai.  
  
Not from Gilgal – But Jericho  
Verse two. Notice that Joshua sent the men from Jericho, not from Gilgal which was the home base, the place and 
the would return too often for a time of remembrance and strategy planning. He just moves on right from Jericho 
into the next battle without going back to Gilgal and sit before the Lord.  
 
Joshua’s Fame/ Be careful of Your Fame 
And the fame of Joshua spread is what we read at the end of Joshua chapter six. What an unfortunate page break 
as we look at this and we just start with verse one of chapter seven. We need to go back and tie in the flow from 
chapter six. Be careful when our fame spreads. Be careful when you've mastered some things and have handled 
some things well as directed by the Lord, because then comes the danger so often of forgetting who was that 
brought the victory. What the formula, if you would, was for the victory. We see the formula over and over in the 
life of Joshua and the Lord spoke to Joshua, the Lord spoke to Joshua, chapter six, the Lord spoke to Joshua 
chapter eight. Here, we read the Lord doesn't speak to Joshua. Joshua just goes and now he's making a decision 
apart from the Lord.  
Joshua 6:27 (NKJV) 27 So the LORD was with Joshua, and his fame spread throughout all the country.  

 
Give us 1 Victory – We are Experts 
Just give us one victory in our lives and we are we are ready to write books and speak at conferences.  We become 
an expert in one victory.  Look here Joshua is saying ok now what did I do for the last great victory, that is right I 
sent spies into the land, and that was a major key to the victory. 
 
Chapter 7 – No Lord Spoke to Joshua 
In chapter 6 the chapter begins with “the Lord said to Joshua”, and chapter 8 begins with “the Lord said to Joshua”, 
but here in chapter 7 we don’t read of Joshua seeking the Lord for the next chapter of Israel, we see Joshua 
working and moving in the confidence of the flesh.   
Joshua 6:2 (NKJV) 2 And the LORD said to Joshua: “See! I have given Jericho into your hand, its king, and the mighty men of valor.  
 
Joshua 8:1 (NKJV) 1 Now the LORD said to Joshua: “Do not be afraid, nor be dismayed; take all the people of war with you, and arise, go up to Ai. 
See, I have given into your hand the king of Ai, his people, his city, and his land.  

 
 
 



We Can Start in Spirit – Move to the Flesh 
And so too can we, as we can move from the work of the Spirit into the work of the flesh.  Maybe you have had a 
Jordon moment and you saw God do something supernatural right before your very eyes.  Maybe you have had a 
Gilgal moment and you and God had a moment of dealing with a few things that have been long overdue, some 
spiritual surgery, and then into a sweet and intimate time of oneness with Him like you haven’t had in a long-long 
time.  And then you had a Jericho moment, and you watched walls fall that you thought were impenetrable before 
you, walls/obstacles that you thought you would never have victory over.   
Galatians 3:3–4 (NKJV) 3 Are you so foolish? Having begun in the Spirit, are you now being made perfect by the flesh? 4 Have you suffered so 
many things in vain—if indeed it was in vain?  
 
Galatians 3:14 (NKJV) 14 that the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the 
Spirit through faith.  

 
Beware – You New Power – New Normal (then Forget) 
And Christian here is the danger before you today.  Maybe over these last few weeks God has been doing 
wonderful things in your life, but here is the danger, and that is you have settled in that this is your new normal for 
your life, that this is how life will be from here on out, victory after victory, great moments after great moments.  
And you forget that every day is war, and every day needs to be approached like the last 6 chapters have………… 
complete and utter dependence on the Lord.  Yes, after all the great accounts we have read for 6 chapters, we 
come into chapter 7 and see our Joshua make the error of thinking ………………. “He’s got this”. 
 
Yesterday’s Victory – Not Immune Today’s Defeat 
Christian, yesterday’s victory does not make you immune from today’s defeat.  We must take every days battle, no 
matter how large or small, just like we approach the Jericho ones (that seem impossible to overcome), even the 
smallest ones we can’t win apart from Him. 
 
Book written for Examples to Study 
Remember, this book was written for our example.  It is more than a history book, it is His-Story of how He wants 
to lead us and for us to live according to His purposes, a Spirit-filled, Spirit-led life. 
Romans 15:4 (NKJV) 4 For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the 
Scriptures might have hope.  
 
1 Corinthians 10:11 (NKJV) 11 Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for our admonition, upon whom the 
ends of the ages have come.  

 
Joshua 7:3 And they returned to Joshua and said to him, “Do not let all the people go up, but let about two or 
three thousand men go up and attack Ai. Do not weary all the people there, for the people of Ai are few.”  
Joshua 7:4 So about three thousand men went up there from the people, but they fled before the men of Ai.  
 
Look at Overconfidence 
Verse three. Look at them, so overconfident. They are like "Hey, what's a thousand? Whether it's two or three." In 
verse four, Joshua sends 3000. Like, "Oh, I'll throw all the flesh I got at it." 
 
Joshua 7:5 And the men of Ai struck down about thirty-six men, for they chased them from before the gate as 
far as Shebarim, and struck them down on the descent; therefore the hearts of the people melted and became 
like water.  
 
One Man Sin – Kills 36 men 
Wow, it is one man, Achan, who sinned, but we read “but the children of Israel committed a trespass”.  So we see 
something very significant in that the sin of one person affects the vitality of the body. 
 
Church – We need Each Other 
Church, we have to get this right, we absolutely need each other for the days that we live in.  If one of us suffers 
we all suffer. 



1 Corinthians 12:12–26 (NKJV) 12 For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are one 
body, so also is Christ. 13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and have all 
been made to drink into one Spirit. 14 For in fact the body is not one member but many. 15 If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I am 
not of the body,” is it therefore not of the body? 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I am not of the body,” is it therefore not 
of the body? 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would be the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where would be the smelling? 18 But now 
God has set the members, each one of them, in the body just as He pleased. 19 And if they were all one member, where would the body be? 20 But 
now indeed there are many members, yet one body. 21 And the eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you”; nor again the head to the 
feet, “I have no need of you.” 22 No, much rather, those members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary. 23 And those members of 
the body which we think to be less honorable, on these we bestow greater honor; and our unpresentable parts have greater modesty, 24 but our 
presentable parts have no need. But God composed the body, having given greater honor to that part which lacks it, 25 that there should be no 
schism in the body, but that the members should have the same care for one another. 26 And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with 
it; or if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.  

 
One Person’s Sin – Robs Spirituality of Others / God shows Domino Affect 
There can be this great concern that people go, "I don't get it. How can there be a whole nation that is guilty of sin 
when it was one man that did the sin, this man Achan?" What God is establishing is there is a ramification, domino 
multiplication affect that happens when one person sins.  
 
Same is True in a Family / A Husband or Wife Rob the Whole Family 
Just look at a family and you see a father who's not walking with the Lord. Not seeking the Lord. Maybe caught up 
in some sinful act, some addiction and God would point out to us, there's no way that the whole family can 
prosper because of him. He's robbing the family because he's not leading his family. His sin is taking away from the 
family and their prosperity of spiritual blessings. The same holds true for a wife running around on a husband or 
rather be with her girlfriends rather than husband, running around with her girlfriends and not investing in the 
family. The child, a wayward child who says, "I don't want your Christianity." and turns rebellious against the 
home. The heartbreak of the home. A family is never whole, a family is never whole, when a child is away from the 
Lord. You children, it will break your parent's heart to walk this way in rebellion and trespass.  
 
Look at Heartache in Church When one Sins or Rebels 
Oh! When it happens in the church, when one person walks away and walks into rebellion and trespass and sin and 
inequity. Oh! The heartbreak that happens here in the church. We as a body grieve. We miss our brother. We miss 
our sister. As First Corinthians 12, "It's one body, and when the body hurts in one area, the whole area, the whole 
body is hurt. The body doesn't function as it should and could."  
  
It Quenches Spirit in Church – Joy Doesn’t Flow 
What is happening, it's the quenching of the Spirit. It's the grieving of the Spirit. Then God is grieved and joy 
doesn't flow through that grief. It takes the life out of the body. When a body starts to fight against itself, it's called 
cancer.     
  
Whatever Church you Call Home – Take Ownership 
Whatever church you call home, you must make and take ownership in that because you are either blessed or you 
will break the hearts of the people.  
 
Church – We need Each Other 
Church, we have to get this right, we absolutely need each other for the days that we live in.  If one of us suffers 
we all suffer. 
 
Joshua 7:6 Then Joshua tore his clothes, and fell to the earth on his face before the ark of the LORD until evening, 
he and the elders of Israel; and they put dust on their heads.  
 
Notice Joshua wasn’t at Ark or the Battle  
Verse six. Notice that Joshua wasn't at the arc during the battle praying. Notice that Joshua didn't enter the battle. 
What was he doing? How could he rest when others were at war? Maybe something for us to consider.  
 
 



Prayerlessness – Declaration of Independence 
Prayerlessness is our “Declaration of Independence”, prayerlessness and self-confidence go hand-in-hand. 
 
Joshua 7:7 And Joshua said, “Alas, Lord GOD, why have You brought this people over the Jordan at all—to deliver 
us into the hand of the Amorites, to destroy us? Oh, that we had been content, and dwelt on the other side of 
the Jordan!  
Joshua 7:8 O Lord, what shall I say when Israel turns its back before its enemies?  
Joshua 7:9 For the Canaanites and all the inhabitants of the land will hear it, and surround us, and cut off our 
name from the earth. Then what will You do for Your great name?”  
 
Joshua Blames God 
So Joshua blames God, wonders where He was, and how could He fail them.  Joshua even throws a little “we do it 
for You” by saying the nations are going to mock you. 
 
Never Fault when it deals with Holiness 
Christian, it is never God’s fault, ever!  It is never God’s fault when we fail in our own personal holiness.  First thing 
we need to do is examine ourselves, and see if there is sin in our camp.  God will never go against His promises, 
and He promised them that every place they step He has given them, and so they should know that if they didn’t 
take the ground it was them, not Him.  And so too should we; if we are not possessing the spiritual blessings 
promised in this book, first place to look is within our own camp.   
 
Exclusion – Fallen World 
I would caveat that we are studying taking the spiritual blessings God promises us; that doesn’t mean that we will 
be excluded from the ills of the fallen world like disease, famine, natural disasters.  But regarding spiritual 
blessings, godly living…….. failure will never be God’s fault. 
 
If Praying – God would Revealed 
I know without a doubt, had Joshua been seeking the Lord in prayer, the Lord would have revealed the matter to 
him before sending the men into war. 
 
Joshua 7:10 So the LORD said to Joshua: “Get up! Why do you lie thus on your face? 
 
May take All Day to Break Through 
Notice that it was all day of Joshua on his face before the Lord (v6) until the Lord spoke to him.  I think we can take 
notice that sometimes what we call prayer really isn’t, it is us telling God how it is and how it should be.  So we 
need to come into prayer and remember it is a two-way conversation, speaking and listening.  And to which I also 
say, you may have to stay awhile to hear Him.  He is never as concerned about you having to go check your email 
as you are, He is never as concerned about you missing the football game as you are, or that book you want to 
read, or even that ministry you need to rush too; you may need to sit and be still for quite some time until you 
finally hear from Him.  I call it the breaking through the flesh, and into the Spirit. 
 
Joshua 7:11 Israel has sinned, and they have also transgressed My covenant which I commanded them. For they 
have even taken some of the accursed things, and have both stolen and deceived; and they have also put it 
among their own stuff.  
Joshua 7:12 Therefore the children of Israel could not stand before their enemies, but turned their backs before 
their enemies, because they have become doomed to destruction. Neither will I be with you anymore, unless 
you destroy the accursed from among you.  
 
There is Time to Pray – Time to Repent and Clean House 
Verse 10. Time to pray and then there's a time to repent, there's a time to pray and then there's a time to repent 
and deal with our sin. We don't just repent and say we're sorry, but we go and we pour that thing out. We go and 
disconnect that thing. We go and end that relationship. We say, "It's over." Whatever it might be. There's a time to 
pray and then there's a time to get up and part of repentance is action, just not words.  



 
 
 
Joshua 7:13 Get up, sanctify the people, and say, ‘Sanctify yourselves for tomorrow, because thus says the LORD 
God of Israel: “There is an accursed thing in your midst, O Israel; you cannot stand before your enemies until you 
take away the accursed thing from among you.”  
 
Achan knows What is Coming 
So Achan knows what is coming the night before.  Wonder how He slept?  He had time to repent, but chose not. 
 
Requirement for Continual Filling – to Be Sanctified  
Verse 13. One of the requirements for continual filling of the Holy Spirit is to be sanctified as we see that through 
this passage in chapter three. We see it in chapter five. We see it now here in chapter seven. As the Lord said, "My 
power will not flow as long as you harbor and you curse things in your life."  
 
Joshua Type – Quenching of Spirit / Central America Bamboo – Break the heart 
In here, we see the picture, this is the spirit field. Spirit led Christian life. The life of joy. The life of being supplied 
with the fruit of the spirit that God wants to continually give us. Yet, we can quench it and we can stop it. When I 
was in Central America doing missions, they didn't have PVC and metal piping that was readily. They used bamboo. 
They use bamboo and they piece bamboo together to make pipes, to flow water.  If you ever seen a piece of 
bamboo, you notice it has these weld marks on it. Those are growth marks. You know what is in each of these 
growth marks is a little film, if you would, a little ... It covers the whole diameter of the inside of the bamboo. What 
they have to do before the water can flow through is they take a smaller stick and they push it all the way through 
this piece of bamboo to knock out that thin film that is covering the whole inside diameter. They have to break it 
so water can flow through. Do you know what they call it or do you know what the actual term is? It's called the 
heart.   What they say, you have to break the heart before the water will flow through it. I say the Lord breaks your 
heart of anything that's grieving him. If you're grieving His heart, I hope he grieves yours. If you're quenching His 
Spirit, I hope He's quenching yours and that you can't rest until you hunger and thirst for righteousness. Until you 
feel this crying out in your heart, the thirst for Him that His living water may flow through you freely again.  The 
word for “filled” in that verse is “satisfied”, to which I hope you are never satisfied in any state  other than a state 
of joy! 
Matthew 5:6 (NKJV) 6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, For they shall be filled.  

 
Christian Antidote – 1 John 1:9 / Vertical – Horizontal / The Cross 
We have a Christian antidote called First John 1:9, "We confess our sins. He is faithful and just to forgive of our sins 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness."  There is this horizontal and vertical relationship. The horizontal is our 
personal relationship with Him. The vertical is our position with him. The vertical, we are sons and daughters and 
that is bought and paid for by the blood of the Lamb thereupon the cross. Nothing changes that. No sins separates 
us from our position in him as children of God. The horizontal is a friendship that's relationship just as we can 
grieve our spouses by our actions, so can we grieve him and the relationship will never be right until we correct it 
and break this wall that is down before us. This is what First John 1:9 and that's why we need to ask for 
forgiveness.  
1 John 1:9 (NKJV) 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

 
Joshua 7:14 In the morning therefore you shall be brought according to your tribes. And it shall be that the tribe 
which the LORD takes shall come according to families; and the family which the LORD takes shall come by 
households; and the household which the LORD takes shall come man by man.  
Joshua 7:15 Then it shall be that he who is taken with the accursed thing shall be burned with fire, he and all 
that he has, because he has transgressed the covenant of the LORD, and because he has done a disgraceful thing 
in Israel.’ ”  
Joshua 7:16 So Joshua rose early in the morning and brought Israel by their tribes, and the tribe of Judah was 
taken.  



Joshua 7:17 He brought the clan of Judah, and he took the family of the Zarhites; and he brought the family of 
the Zarhites man by man, and Zabdi was taken.  
Joshua 7:18 Then he brought his household man by man, and Achan the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son 
of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was taken.  
 
Why did Achan put all People Through This 
How sad, why did Achan put all 2 -3 million people through this?  We see a man who somehow is still thinking he 
will get away with his sin.  By the Lord’s grace He is giving Achan all night to come to repentance, but He doesn’t, 
somehow he feels he won’t be found out. 
 
All things Open Before the Lord 
Hebrews says that all things are open before the Lord.  And, be sure your sin will always find you out 
Hebrews 4:13 (NKJV) 13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must 
give account.  
 
Numbers 32:23 (NKJV) 23 But if you do not do so, then take note, you have sinned against the LORD; and be sure your sin will find you out.  

 
David said – Search Me Lord / That is Path to Abundant Life 
David said, "Search me and try me and know my heart, Lord." That's the person who enters into Canaan and lives 
the abundant Christian life, the person who says, "Lord, search me. Try me if there's any inequity in me. Deal with 
it, Lord. Show it to me." They don't blame shift, they don't try to put it on someone else, their environment, their 
upbringing, their lacking, their situation that they're in, but they say, "Lord, search me, try me, that you might 
know my heart."  
Psalm 139:23–24 (NKJV) 23 Search me, O God, and know my heart; Try me, and know my anxieties; 24 And see if there is any wicked way in me, 
And lead me in the way everlasting.  

 
Lord says Get Everybody – Going to Teach Lesson to All 
Verse 13, the Lord tells Joshua, "Get all the tribes. Everyone's going to be a part of this because I want to teach a 
lesson to all of Israel that they might see and learn something through this.  We see the New Testament version of 
this story in Acts 5 with Ananias and Saphirra; God was flowing through the church, but lying would quench the 
move of God’s Spirit, and he deals with it ruthlessly as an example of how these things can’t be tolerated in our 
lives personally or our homes or the church. 
Acts 5:1–6 (NKJV) 1 But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession. 2 And he kept back part of the proceeds, his 
wife also being aware of it, and brought a certain part and laid it at the apostles’ feet. 3 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart 
to lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back part of the price of the land for yourself? 4 While it remained, was it not your own? And after it was sold, 
was it not in your own control? Why have you conceived this thing in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God.” 5 Then Ananias, hearing 
these words, fell down and breathed his last. So great fear came upon all those who heard these things. 6 And the young men arose and 
wrapped him up, carried him out, and buried him.  

 
God Reveals the Troubler of Your Life – Deal with It / Got Trouble in Your Marriage 
Achan means trouble/troubler.  The Lord has this process of going through presenting and going through and 
presenting and going through and presenting and then to a place where he puts his finger on and says, "Here is the 
trouble. Here's the troubler in your life. Here's what needs to be dealt with decisively and completely." That's how 
he does and works in our life. He says, "Come, just be still. Sit before me. You have trouble in your marriage, you've 
got trouble in this relationship, you've got trouble in this ministry, just come and sit before me." Then He initiates 
and prompts us to start bringing before him various things in our life, and we go through and we present, move on, 
present and move on and finally, comes to a place and he puts his finger on, here's the trouble.  
  
Problem – We Review Everyone Else but Ourselves 
Here's the problem. Many times, we want to just process and review everybody else but God's saying, "I am 
dealing with you right now. I'm asking you to come. I want you to stand before me and let me start work.", and 
then he puts a finger on something, then he reveals something to our heart. This needs to die. This needs to 
change. This has got to go, that it's troubling you and it's going to bring your whole family down, your whole 
church, your whole ministry, whatever that might be where the tension is and what's causing division and 
contentions. He puts his finger on and says this, right here, has to go to be dealt with. 



  
End of Story – God Destroys / That is How we need to Deal with Our Sin 
At the end of this chapter here, we see how God just utterly destroys this detestable accursed thing that has been 
brought into the family. Sometimes, we can have our wrath and our anger against other people and we want to 
deal harshly with them and yet all the while, we never look at ourselves and say, "This is how I need to deal with 
myself. I need to deal with these things that are troubling me, causing this problem in my family and my life and 
my walk with the Lord. I need to deal with it decisively. I need to deal with it with a passion as we see here at the 
end of this chapter." Sometimes, we have things in our homes that are causing us to stumble and yet we allow 
them to hang around. We keep the cable subscription just in case we want to watch a football game on Sunday.  
  
Don’t need Internet to Stay Up On Prophecy 
We keep the internet cruising because we've got to stay up to date on end times prophecy stuff. We keep those 
old friends in our contact box. We let those emails come across. We read those jokes, whatever it might be, in here 
we see a picture where the Lord just utterly destroy it, and then put a heap of stones over the top of it. It will be a 
memorial for you to remember what it had once done to you but let it be buried, that it can never rise up and live 
and raise its head against you again.  Rather than deleting, we say we'll just avoid that channel but in our minds, 
we always know it's there. We always know it will be calling us to come quick, watch and see. We can continually 
find anger keeping us out of Canaan and we shift it and say it's because what you did, what she did, what they did 
to me and therefore they set me off and that's why I have this anger, or the judgmental spirit of it's look at what 
they're doing, I can't believe they're doing that and we have this judgmental spirit and it keeps us out of Canaan 
but it also keeps other as we spill it over on to other people. God says, "Give it to me. Let me deal with it. You deal 
with it. Destroy it. Bring it before me and I'll destroy it, but it's got to go, pile of heap, rubble of stones is what it 
needs to become. It's what Jericho should have been. It's what you did in Jericho is what you need to do with this 
sin in your life, this problem, this trouble in your life that keeps you from having all the promises of God and 
entering into the promises of God. 
 
Be Ruthless 
You must be ruthless with dealing with sin, because when sin deals with you it is ruthless.  Sin wants to rob, steal 
and kill you. 
 
Joshua 7:19 Now Joshua said to Achan, “My son, I beg you, give glory to the LORD God of Israel, and make 
confession to Him, and tell me now what you have done; do not hide it from me.”  
Joshua 7:20 And Achan answered Joshua and said, “Indeed I have sinned against the LORD God of Israel, and this 
is what I have done:  
Joshua 7:21 When I saw among the spoils a beautiful Babylonian garment, two hundred shekels of silver, and a 
wedge of gold weighing fifty shekels, I coveted them and took them. And there they are, hidden in the earth in 
the midst of my tent, with the silver under it.”  
 
Worth of Stuff 
So he has about 5 pounds of silver, and 11 pounds of gold.  That is about 1500 dollars in silver, and about 200, 000 
dollars in gold.  The Babylon garment, that is to equivalent to “Air Jordons” which you parents may know is about 
and arm and a leg. 
 
Always the Same 3 (Saw – Coveted – Took) 
Notice verse 21. I saw, I coveted, I took.  There is nothing new under the sun.  Eve saw, she coveted she took.  
David with Bathsheba, he saw, he coveted, he took.   
 
Satan Always goes back to the Well 
Satan doesn’t need to come up with new strategies, he just keeps using the strategy that works so well for 6,000 
years.  Satan just goes back to the well, and draws the same water.  Christian ready yourself always that Satan goes 
back to the well, and don’t be surprised when he presents to you what always has work against you.  You sit with 
people and they say I cant believe I got drunk last night, you say what happened, and they say well I was out at bar 
hoping with my friends……………. (really?  And you are surprised you fell).  Christians, I feel terrible me and my 



girlfriend messed up last night, what happened you ask, and it starts with “well I was spending the night, or we 
were watching a romantic movie alone on the couch, and you go …… (really? And you are surprised you fell). 
 
If Got to Hide It – Then Something that needs Removed 
 I would say this as Achan went and hid these treasures in the ground. If there's anything that you have to hide and 
sneak around. If there's anything that you're afraid to be seen, doing, having, holding, then it's probably something 
that you need to take before the Lord today before the day is over.  
 
Continual Filling – Continual Presence of Him 
Hey you want a sure fire way to not fall?  I take you back to last week’s study, be continually filled with the Holy 
Spirit.  Seek Him, and be filled with Him, and then what will happen in your life?  His presence will be experienced 
and enjoyed, and when you are filled with His Holy Spirit you will not fulfill the lust for the flesh (Gal 5;16), and we 
see a natural output of being filled is that we sing of Him, we speak of Him, there is a song in our heart of Him, we 
are giving thanks for all His goodness, and with that flowing through you, you will not be drawn to the things of the 
flesh. 
Galatians 5:16 (NKJV) 16 I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.  
 

Ephesians 5:15–21 (NKJV) 15 See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, 16 redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 17 
Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 18 And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled 
with the Spirit, 19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord, 20 
giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 21 submitting to one another in the fear of God.  

 
7 things that will quench the Spirit 
God withdraws His power from men  

1. Power is lost when they go back upon their separation to Him.  
2. Power is lost through the incoming of sin 
3. Power is lost through self-indulgence 
4. Power is lost through greed for money 
5. Power is lost through pride 
6. Power is lost through neglect of prayer 
7. Power is lost through neglect of the Word 

Torrey, R. A. (1895). The baptism with the Holy Spirit. (p. 67). New York; Chicago: Fleming H. Revell Company. 

 
Israel 
We see Israel go back on their separation, we see Achan sin, we see Achan self-indulgance. We see Achan and 
greed for money, we see Achan wanting the fancy robe which he will strut around with and people will say wow 
look at you, we see Joshua neglect prayer, and we see Joshua neglect the word by not staying on course of 
following God’s directions for all things in his life for leadership. 
 
Joshua 7:22 So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran to the tent; and there it was, hidden in his tent, with the 
silver under it.  
Joshua 7:23 And they took them from the midst of the tent, brought them to Joshua and to all the children of 
Israel, and laid them out before the LORD.  
 
Lay out your Sin – Let God deal With it / So Power isnt Quenched  
Verse 23. Week after week after week, we lay this out before the Lord, or better said, the Lord lays this out before 
us. He wants you to be free and to have power and let that power flow through you. He says, "Put it out there and 
let's deal with it." Be ruthless with it, because it will be ruthless with you given the chance. 
 
Joshua 7:24 Then Joshua, and all Israel with him, took Achan the son of Zerah, the silver, the garment, the 
wedge of gold, his sons, his daughters, his oxen, his donkeys, his sheep, his tent, and all that he had, and they 
brought them to the Valley of Achor.  
Joshua 7:25 And Joshua said, “Why have you troubled us? The LORD will trouble you this day.” So all Israel 
stoned him with stones; and they burned them with fire after they had stoned them with stones.  



Joshua 7:26 Then they raised over him a great heap of stones, still there to this day. So the LORD turned from the 
fierceness of His anger. Therefore the name of that place has been called the Valley of Achor to this day.  
 
We Choose Sin – But not the Consequences 
So we see here a truth of life, we all have the free-will to choose our sin, but none of us get to choose the 
consequences.   
Galatians 6:7–9 (NKJV) 7 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. 8 For he who sows to his flesh 
will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life. 9 And let us not grow weary while doing 
good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.  

 
Kids in on It 
So we know that the children were of an age of accountability, and they were in on this sin because the Law clearly 
states that the children will not be punished for the sins of the fathers.  This is important to point out as people will 
lay charge that God is unjust, even cruel, for punishing the children for the Achan’s sin, but God would not violate 
His Holy law, so we know these children were in on it. 
Deuteronomy 24:16 (NKJV) 16 “Fathers shall not be put to death for their children, nor shall children be put to death for their fathers; a person 
shall be put to death for his own sin.  

 
Another Heap of Stones at Gilgal / Pile reminding of Power – a Pile reminding of Quenching 
Verse 26. Here comes another memorial. Gilgal will be their base of operation that they will operate out of during 
their military conquest of the land.  Now there are 2 heaps of stones that they see at the camp, one from crossing 
the Jordon (chapter 3-4), and the stones of Achan.  These heap of stones are to always remind them, to always 
remind us. The power of God back in Gilgal, but here, these stones now, because they are in Gilgal. There will be 
that reminder of there's a pile of stones, reminder of God's power as we cross to Jordan, and here's a pile of stones 
reminder of the sin and how it's stopped and brought death into our life when there was disobedience in the 
camp.  
 

Conclusion 
 
Our Greater than Joshua – Jesus 
The good news is we have a greater than Joshua, our Jesus, and He can do what Joshua couldn’t, and He can take 
the wrath and punishment for our sin, and that He did 2,000 years ago on the cross.  So we don’t live in the fear of 
the wrath of God. 
 
Achor = Trouble / Hosea – Door of Hope 
Although Achor means “Trouble,” Hosea tells us the valley of Achor shall be a door of hope (2:15). The trouble that 
Achan brought upon himself, his family, and his nation would only truly be dealt with by what Jesus, the Door of 
John 10:7, would do in being burned with the fire of God’s wrath on the Cross and “stoned” as the great stone was 
placed in front of His tomb. Isaiah 65 tells us the flock shall lie down in the valley of Achor. That’s what God can do. 
Hosea 2:15 (NKJV) 15 I will give her her vineyards from there, And the Valley of Achor as a door of hope; She shall sing there, As in the days of her 
youth, As in the day when she came up from the land of Egypt.  
 
John 10:7 (NKJV) 7 Then Jesus said to them again, “Most assuredly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep.  

 
But Today – We can Have Power 
But today we can have power, we can have the Spirit of the Living God falling fresh on us, and flowing through us, 
watering our marriages, our children, our ministries, and this world that is dry and weary to those who have never 
entered in through the door of salvation (Jesus Christ).  Today, if we yield fully to the Holy Spirit. 
 
Billy Graham – a Life Fully Yielded to Holy Spirit 
Billy Graham was on Larry King Live and Larry says, "How would you summarize your life?" He said, "A big failure." 
To which Larry King says, "Come on! Look at all these great things you've done. How can you say that?" Billy 
Graham responded and said, "I just wonder what my life would have amounted to had I yielded to the Holy Spirit 
every moment of those 40 years. Not just the times that I did."  



  
May we ask Ourselves – What will Our Lives be Like 
We can ask our self, what might happen in our church, what might happen in our families, and what might happen 
in our lives personally and our ministries personally if we yield completely to the yielding and moving of the Holy 
Spirit? 
 
Come to Throne of Grace 
So now come to the throne of grace and spend time with the Lord, ask Him take this word and work it into your 
life. 
Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
Communion Celebration   
Beloved, your sins are forgiven and wiped clean, come and enjoy that truth, and then be free to go and live for 
Him. 
 
End of Study 
 
  



Joshua 8 
Joshua 8:1-35 
 
Left Off – Chapter 7 
So we left off in chapter 7 with a crushing and humiliating defeat of the Children of Israel at Ai.  We read and 
studied that the reason was two-fold; a man named Achan (whose name means “troubler”) took spoils that were 
dedicated to God and the tabernacle, and Joshua was overconfident in the flesh, and skipped seeking the Lord for 
a battle plan.  God called them on it, and the flesh was dealt with, and now we come here to chapter 8 today. 
 
Why Chapter 7 Important – Chapter 8 so Great 
Remember, these stories we read in Joshua are not just historical stories, but they are pictures and illustrations for 
us on how to have and live the Spirit-led, Spirit-filled life as believers in the Lord Jesus Christ (see summary theme 
below).  Chapter eight is great, because we see a God of second chances, even after we have failed, did our own 
thing our own way, here He is restoring us, leading us, fighting for us, and bringing us back into the victorious 
Christian life.  Oh the loving and amazing God of second (and 3rd and beyond) chances. 
 
Summary Theme of the Book of Joshua 
The theme of this book, the theme of these 24 chapters, the theme of Joshua’s life, and the theme for your life today…. 
Joshua 1:3 (NKJV) 3 Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given you, as I said to Moses.  
 
Look at the Map 
Look at the map of the land that is being given, and God is saying every step is yours already, I have given it to you already. 
 
Sound Familiar – Every Spiritual Blessing 
Does this sound familiar?  It sound just like Ephesians 1:3, which is the promise of God to us His children, to give us the abundant life that is not 
just promised to us, but desired for us.  Why do I say it like that, is that although it is promised to us, it is given to us already, but it is not yours 
until you possess it. 
Ephesians 1:3 (NKJV) 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places in Christ,  
 
Blessing means - Bounty/Spiritual Prosperity 
When you see that word blessing in the bible, it means “bountiful, prosperous, abundance”, and so what the promise  is, is for us to have 
“spiritual prosperity, spiritual abundance, to have a bounty and harvest of the spiritual things, the things of God, the things promised in His 
Word”. 
 
The Zoe Life – the Abundant Life 
How fitting for us coming off of our study through the Book of John, as God’s desire for us is to have the “zoe” life, which is the abundant life, 
the God life, the life that Jesus lived when He walked this earth, and it is the life the apostles will live in the Book of Acts.  God wants us to have 
a life beyond the life this world can offer us, He wants us to have and live this abundant God-Life, receiving all His spiritual blessings right now, 
today, not tomorrow, not next year, not a decade from now, and surely not waiting until we die and go to heaven, but today!  Jesus did not 
come to just save us, but that after salvation we may live an abundant life! 
John 10:10 (NKJV) 10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life (zoe), and that they 
may have it more abundantly.  
 
John 20:30–31 (NKJV) 30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these are 
written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life (zoe) in His name.  
 
The Victorious Christian Life / Do You Want the Victorious Christian Life – The God Life 
God wants us living the victorious Christian life today!  Joshua will be a book of war, a book of battles, a book of taking ground, a book of God 
leading them and bring them into victory.  Do you want to live the victorious Christian life?  Do you want to live the abundant life that God 
desires for you today, right now, this very moment?  You can leave here today by taking that first step that says “yes Lord let’s do this”. 
 
Joshua – Written as Examples (Romans 15 & 1st Corinthians 10) 
We are told in Romans 15, 1st Corinthians 10, the things that were written are written for our examples, admonition, and we can gather real life 
experiences, real life pictures that we can apply to our life here today.  The Book of Joshua is a book written for us to see how we can claim our 
spiritual inheritance, how we can live the victorious Christian life,  
Romans 15:4 (NKJV) 4 For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the 
Scriptures might have hope.  
 
1 Corinthians 10:11 (NKJV) 11 Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for our admonition, upon whom the 
ends of the ages have come.  
 



Joshua 8:1 Now the LORD said to Joshua: “Do not be afraid, nor be dismayed; take all the people of war with you, 
and arise, go up to Ai. See, I have given into your hand the king of Ai, his people, his city, and his land.  
 
Dismayed – means Shattered / Give Up after a Failing 
The Lord said, "Do not be dismayed." That word means to be shattered. How it can be after a failing that we're 
shattered and we just want to give up and we walk away and say, "What's the use? I'm a failure. I'm never going to 
get this right." Oh, if you're here today I would assume that means that you go, "I know I'm still saved, but am I 
ever going to have this great big victorious Christian life?" Whereas God so gently and kindly speaks to us and says, 
"Don't be shattered. Don't be broken into pieces. Don't let yourself fall apart at this point because I still have great 
victories for you. Get up and let's do it My way this time. Let me lead you and guide you and I will take you into 
victory." 
 
Devil Plan – Separate & Distance / We Think it is Over / But Remedy is get back into the Battle 
The enemy's greatest plan is always to separate us from the Lord. Drive us away. Distance us from Him and then he 
has us all alone and he can do with us what he desires. What we see here in this victorious Christian life is after a 
defeat, after the grieving of the Spirit of God, after the quenching of the move of God that had been working so 
wonderfully in our lives and we think it's over now, we see that the remedy is to get up and get back into the war. 
Go look for the next battle because it's waiting for you. Sharpen sword and get ready to go to fight and you will 
always find yourself, as you enter into war, you always find yourself getting equipped and preparing for war rather 
than resting. 
 
Not go on A Retreat – But let’s go to War / War keeps us from getting Slothful 
I love it God doesn't say, "Let's come on back and let's go on a retreat, take a break from ministry, just spend the 
next 60 days in isolation," no, He says, "Get up. Let's go to war." War is always good to keep us sharp. It's always 
good to keep us focused and not get slothful or distracted for the battle that is always before us. 
  
Get all 600,000 Men – Ai 12,000 / Joshua was 597,000 Men short last Battle / Overconfidence - Underestimates 
Verse one we see the Lord telling Joshua, "Get all the men of war." That estimates out to be 600,000 men of war. 
That's what was counted when they left Egypt and so kind of just go along with that same average. God says, "Take 
all the men of war and go up to Ai." Interesting enough, what we find is Ai is only a city of 12,000 people and yet 
God is going to take 600,000 people, and what we see here is Joshua in the defeat sent 3,000 people. Joshua was 
597,000 men short of what God would have intended and planned. What we see is our overconfidence in the flesh 
is always extremely underestimated of the power that is truly needed for the battle that we would face for that 
day. If Joshua would have heard the Lord he would have saw how far off his battle plan was to boot, because we 
saw in chapter 7 the battle plan was to go to the gates of Ai. Which they got whooped and here God gives them a 
battle plan that says to lay an ambush.  
  
Our Plan sounds Logical / Based on a Past Battle Strategy that Worked (take the Gates) 
So many times our plan sounds so logical and sounds like how can it fail. Then we even think we have heard from 
the Lord and we have Him on our side when truly we never even sought Him at all on the matter. We just looked 
back at a past application and said, "This will work for this one." Because it is just like Jericho right? So they went 
up and they just came right to the gates, just like Jericho, right to the walls, but this time the walls didn’t tumble 
and the people didn’t crumble. 
  
This Battle – Use Ambush / A Whole Different Strategy / Only get it in the Prayer Closet / Spiritual Warfare 
Here we see in this battle they're going to come and they're going to lay ambush. So God gives a whole new 
different strategy that would be needed for that particular victory. So it is in our lives. Every situation is unique. 
Every situation may require a different application and approach. The only way we're going to get that is to stop 
and spend time with Lord. To hear from the Lord. Let Him speak to us and give us a battle plan for the day that 
we're in. If you plan on being in spiritual warfare tomorrow, then I would suggest that you get a battle plan before 
you go to war tomorrow. 
  
 



Bible College – Who Put on Armor of God / Bigger Picture – We need Mind Ready for War  
When I was in Bible college a teacher came and he said, "How many of you here today have put on the armor of 
God this morning?" To which everybody raises their hand because we're all so spiritual in Bible College we all knew 
and all at that point feeling good about it like, yes, we got ready for war. The teacher said then, "Why did you take 
off your armor?" Oh, good one. Oh, good one. You know what's so interesting is that yes, we talked about the 
grieving of the Holy Spirit and the quenching of the Holy Spirit with the sin of Achan, and we talked about Joshua's 
overconfidence in the flesh, but I think there's a bigger picture that all of us need to recognize and see.  That is that 
we need to have a mind ready for war. See, we can be on such a good roll. We can see God doing such great things 
in our lives and we can start thinking that is the norm. We think that we don't have to ready ourselves for spiritual 
warfare that will come against us and basically we are blindsided by it. Not realizing that it is an everyday threat in 
our lives that we have to be prepared for. 
 
Our prayer time, must include “readiness”, the readiness of spiritual warfare to come.  The Lord’s Prayer is the 
perfect model for that.  Let’s take a short review of the Lord’s Prayer on how we are to pray daily. 
  
Prayer Pattern 4/4 - Reverence 
Just a beautiful pattern for prayer. In your prayer life is the Lord's Prayer. What we see in the Lord's Prayer is, first 
it starts off with reverence. "Our Father who art in heaven. Hallowed be Thy name." So we come in and we enter 
into a time of prayer just worshiping and seeing Him and putting our eyes on the focus of God who is a mighty 
God. A holy God. An awesome God. A God of strength and power. The God who fights for us I could go on and on 
about that.  
Matthew 6:9–13 (NKJV) 9 In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. 10 Your kingdom come. Your will be 
done On earth as it is in heaven. 11 Give us this day our daily bread. 12 And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors. 13 And do not lead us 
into temptation, But deliver us from the evil one. For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.  

  
Response 
Then the prayer pattern moves into a response. "Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven." 
When we see His glory, we see His greatness, we respond to it. "O Lord. Holy God the King of the universe. Come, 
let your kingdom come and let your will be done on our life. That's my response Lord. How can I be anything but a 
servant to you because you're King." How can I have any of my own, this is my self wants and this is my way that 
I'm going to do it, other than seeing Him and seeing our great God of Love who would send His only begotten Son 
and lay down His life for us. That we wouldn't just say, "Lord, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
  
Request 
That brings us into the request because now I've seen His face. I've responded to His glory and now I can seek His 
hand. It's been said, "If all we ever do is seek His hand we'll miss His face." If we seek His face He will surely show 
us His hand. "Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us of our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us." Here we see in the request now, the asking. "Lord here's my personal needs. Here's the resources that 
I lack in my life." Then we even see the forgiving of others whom we see an intersession for others.  
  
Readiness 
We could talk so much more about the request of course, but here's the part that I really wanted to make my point 
of for us today is the readiness. "And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil." Here is the Lord's 
instruction to us, "Reverence who I am and respond to that. Put that into your heart of how you respond to that. 
Then make your requests known to me once you have seen my face and have reminded yourself of my glory and 
my power."  But always remember readiness. There's an evil one. There's a devil. There's a war going on against 
you and you must always be, "And lead me not into temptation but deliver me from evil. Lord, I need you to 
intercede here on my life. I need you to remind me that there's a war coming and I need to be prepared for it." 
Sometimes we go through reverence, response, requests, and then we walk away forgetting that the devil's 
waiting at the door. The devil will always be waiting at the door. And go, "Let me destroy that wonderful time that 
you had and let me wreak havoc and let me bring to ruin that prayer time by hijacking as soon as they get up from 
their prayer meeting, or morning devotion, or Sunday Bible study and the response time that followed it. 
Ephesians 6:10–13 (NKJV) 10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that 
you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 



powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the 
whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.  

 
Joshua 8:2 And you shall do to Ai and its king as you did to Jericho and its king. Only its spoil and its cattle you 
shall take as booty for yourselves. Lay an ambush for the city behind it.”  
 
Sad Verse – Achan if you Would have Waited / Like Us – We can’t Wait 
Verse two is an extremely sad verse. We don't realize it until we realize it. Oh, Achan, if you could have just waited, 
all the spoils would be yours. If you could have just waited a couple more days, all the spoils would be yours, but 
you just couldn't wait, and you had to take it now. And so a word from the Lord for us, how we can't wait and how 
we have to force a situation. We succumb to our lust and our covetousness, and we take what God hasn't given us, 
even though he will give us, if only we would wait for it, if only we would just be patient. And how many times we 
see that in relationships, peoples can't wait, and they ruin what God wants to give them. How many times we see 
that in ministry, people can't wait so they have to force it, even though God I have, I want to give this to you, but 
it's not now. It's not this time. Just wait! People can't wait and they rush in, and it becomes a big mess. 
Psalm 27:14 (NKJV) 14 Wait on the LORD; Be of good courage, And He shall strengthen your heart; Wait, I say, on the LORD!  
 
Psalm 37:7 (NKJV) 7 Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for Him; Do not fret because of him who prospers in his way, Because of the man who 
brings wicked schemes to pass.  
 
Psalm 130:5 (NKJV) 5 I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, And in His word I do hope.  
 
Psalm 37:5 (NKJV) 5 Commit your way to the LORD, Trust also in Him, And He shall bring it to pass.  

  
Great is Reward in Heaven – Might not be Your this Side of Eternity 
Jesus will say in the Sermon on the Mount, "Great is your reward in heaven, can't we wait just a little longer?" 
Maybe it is riches and wealth and luxury and all those things, and God just might be saying, "That's not for you 
today. It's not for you in this life that I have for you. Just wait upon me, because great will be your reward in 
heaven." Can't we just wait? May we just wait? We have to rid ourselves of that worldly mentality of 'we have to 
get it all here and now,' because that's not the kingdom that God has for us. He has a greater kingdom, and some 
things just may not come on this earth, but he says, "Trust me, trust me." And one thing that he will overflow us 
with and give us beyond measure always, will be himself and his presence. That is greater than any presents, is 
having the Lord's presence walking amongst us, ministering to us, and worshiping with us. What a beautiful God. 
Matthew 5:11–12 (NKJV) 11 “Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. 12 
Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.  

 
Joshua 8:3 So Joshua arose, and all the people of war, to go up against Ai; and Joshua chose thirty thousand 
mighty men of valor and sent them away by night.  
Joshua 8:4 And he commanded them, saying: “Behold, you shall lie in ambush against the city, behind the city. 
Do not go very far from the city, but all of you be ready.  
Joshua 8:5 Then I and all the people who are with me will approach the city; and it will come about, when they 
come out against us as at the first, that we shall flee before them.  
Joshua 8:6 For they will come out after us till we have drawn them from the city, for they will say, ‘They are 
fleeing before us as at the first.’ Therefore we will flee before them.  
Joshua 8:7 Then you shall rise from the ambush and seize the city, for the LORD your God will deliver it into your 
hand.  
Joshua 8:8 And it will be, when you have taken the city, that you shall set the city on fire. According to the 
commandment of the LORD you shall do. See, I have commanded you.”  
Joshua 8:9 Joshua therefore sent them out; and they went to lie in ambush, and stayed between Bethel and Ai, 
on the west side of Ai; but Joshua lodged that night among the people.  
Joshua 8:10 Then Joshua rose up early in the morning and mustered the people, and went up, he and the elders 
of Israel, before the people to Ai.  
Joshua 8:11 And all the people of war who were with him went up and drew near; and they came before the city 
and camped on the north side of Ai. Now a valley lay between them and Ai.  



Joshua 8:12 So he took about five thousand men and set them in ambush between Bethel and Ai, on the west 
side of the city.  
 
30K Men – Guard Reinforcements from Bethel 
Verse 11, what we've just read is General Joshua is sending 30,000 armed troop members to hide behind Ai to the 
west, which therefore means its east from Bethel.  The wisdom in this is that if Ai happened to make a battle 
arrangement with the King of Bethel and he was bringing reinforcements from the battle that had just happened a 
few days ago, that now Joshua has men in place to not just be ready for the ambush, but also to be ready to 
defend the rear guard and protect the backside of an exposed army. 
 
God’s Great Wisdom – Protection – How to handle Situations 
Great wisdom, and it's amazing the wisdom of the Lord when we seek him and he tells us how to handle situations 
in our life. He's protecting what is before us and what is behind us, what a genius God. 
  
Joshua Pitches Tent Out Front of Ai / Removes thought of Ambush / Trap is Set 
Now Joshua comes and brings the remaining army, pitches the tent outside of Ai, where the city of Ai can clearly 
see there they are, and when Joshua does come for the attack, the city of Ai's actually ready for the attack, 
because they're going to think that since it was a camp out, that this was going to be a frontal attack. They would 
never have expected an ambush attack, so when Joshua gives the command for everybody to run, Ai's going to 
think they're full of fear and we'll go whoop them like we did before, but now through the wisdom of the Lord, 
there's the perfect trap that is set up to bring this victory that will come. 
 
5K – Will stay behind to Protect Rear from Bethel / 30K will Storm City / Again Genius of the Lord 
In Verse 13, now here's another 5,000 men that are put in position between Bethel and Ai, and these five will 
remain to do rear guard against Bethel, if those men shall come, and then the 30,000 that snuck in, they have 
already been in place, so they would be ready if it was an advance march from Bethel, but now when the 
command is given, these 30,000 will go into the city when all the men of Ai leave it to chase the children of Israel 
and then they will burn the city, but the men of Ai will then face Joshua and his armies, and the 5,000 will remain 
in place, rear-guard, for any other reinforcements that could possibly be coming from Bethel or men of Ai breaking 
off from the battle and trying to run and get to Bethel for safety, so they'll be taken out there at that point. Again, 
a genius plan by the Lord, and He always gives us a genius plan in the spiritual warfare we face, if we seek His face, 
if we humble ourselves, know that we can't win these battles in and of ourselves, and if we wait upon Him. 
 
Our God is a Warrior God 
Christian, our God is a warrior God, He is the Master General, and no scheme can ever be formed against us that 
can defeat us (if we stay in tune with His voice), because He is a God who fights for you, He is undefeated, and 
even when it looks like the Devil is winning, maybe 3 whole days of absolute victory, our God rises to victory – 
Always! 
 
Joshua 8:13 And when they had set the people, all the army that was on the north of the city, and its rear guard 
on the west of the city, Joshua went that night into the midst of the valley.  
 
Notice Joshua is in The Battle / RESPONSIBILITY OF FATHERS – BE IN THE BATTLE 
Notice the great difference this time is Joshua is in the battle. He's camping in the battle. He's not down back at 
Gilgal in his tent, he is in the battle with his men, and he's ready to go to war with them. I see a beautiful picture of 
a responsibility of fathers. We are to continually be in the battle. We are continually to be on guard, sword drawn, 
ready for war, to protect our children, who are back at the home, to protect our wives, who are back at the home, 
and that we come always prepared for war and ready to engage the battle.  We are called to more than bringing 
home a paycheck, or give wisdom and then leave for work, but we must be in the battle, and that means early in 
the morning on our knees. 
 



Joshua 8:14 Now it happened, when the king of Ai saw it, that the men of the city hurried and rose early and 
went out against Israel to battle, he and all his people, at an appointed place before the plain. But he did not 
know that there was an ambush against him behind the city.  
Joshua 8:15 And Joshua and all Israel made as if they were beaten before them, and fled by the way of the 
wilderness.  
Joshua 8:16 So all the people who were in Ai were called together to pursue them. And they pursued Joshua and 
were drawn away from the city.  
Joshua 8:17 There was not a man left in Ai or Bethel who did not go out after Israel. So they left the city open 
and pursued Israel.  
Joshua 8:18 Then the LORD said to Joshua, “Stretch out the spear that is in your hand toward Ai, for I will give it 
into your hand.” And Joshua stretched out the spear that was in his hand toward the city.  
 
Ai called for Backup / God Knew It – Prepared Joshua for It 
In Verse 17, we see that Bethel very well did bring soldiers into battle, and God knew it, and God gave Joshua 
wisdom on how to prepare for them, and to be ready for them. 
 
Stretch Spear – Signal to Enter City and Burn It 
Verse 18, Joshua stretches his hand out with his spear in his hand, and that was the signal for the others that it was 
go time, to head into the city, and to take the city and burn the city. 
 
Notice God said Stretch Spear 
But notice that it was God who instructed Joshua to stretch the spear our and we will see he will not take it down 
until victory was had (verse 26).  We saw this before with Moses in Exodus 17.  And what the Lord is doing here 
with Joshua is confirming and reminding that the victory is not in you, it is all Me, so keep tuned into Me for your 
daily victory, not your wisdom or great ideas, but humbling yourself before Me the Lord says.   
Exodus 17:8–16 (NKJV) 8 Now Amalek came and fought with Israel in Rephidim. 9 And Moses said to Joshua, “Choose us some men and go out, 
fight with Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the rod of God in my hand.” 10 So Joshua did as Moses said to him, and 
fought with Amalek. And Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. 11 And so it was, when Moses held up his hand, that Israel 
prevailed; and when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed. 12 But Moses’ hands became heavy; so they took a stone and put it under him, and 
he sat on it. And Aaron and Hur supported his hands, one on one side, and the other on the other side; and his hands were steady until the going 
down of the sun. 13 So Joshua defeated Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword. 14 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Write this for a 
memorial in the book and recount it in the hearing of Joshua, that I will utterly blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven.” 15 And 
Moses built an altar and called its name, The-LORD-Is-My-Banner; 16 for he said, “Because the LORD has sworn: the LORD will have war with 
Amalek from generation to generation.”  

 
Raising Hand is a Step of Faith 
There was not power in the staff or spear, nor was there power when fought the Amalek’s, or when Moses raised 
his hand and the Red Sea parted.  There is not power in staff or the spear, but the power came through the faith 
that if I raise my hand as an act of faith and obedience, God will do what He promises to do.  Maybe sometime you 
feel the Lord prompting you to raise your hand to Him in prayer or worship, just saying to Him Lord I need You, I 
am reaching to You to do what I cannot, I am like a child raising hands to the mother or father, oh pick me up, hold 
me, draw me close, protect me, lift me up from this thing before me and bring me victory, rest, comfort, whatever 
the need is.  So don’t leave hands hanging down, lift them to your God and call out to Him and faith and absolute 
surrender. 
Exodus 14:15–16 (NKJV) 15 And the LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry to Me? Tell the children of Israel to go forward. 16 But lift up your rod, 
and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it. And the children of Israel shall go on dry ground through the midst of the sea.  
 
Hebrews 12:12–13 (NKJV) 12 Therefore strengthen the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees, 13 and make straight paths for your feet, 
so that what is lame may not be dislocated, but rather be healed.  

 
Joshua 8:19 So those in ambush arose quickly out of their place; they ran as soon as he had stretched out his 
hand, and they entered the city and took it, and hurried to set the city on fire.  
Joshua 8:20 And when the men of Ai looked behind them, they saw, and behold, the smoke of the city ascended 
to heaven. So they had no power to flee this way or that way, and the people who had fled to the wilderness 
turned back on the pursuers.  



Joshua 8:21 Now when Joshua and all Israel saw that the ambush had taken the city and that the smoke of the 
city ascended, they turned back and struck down the men of Ai.  
Joshua 8:22 Then the others came out of the city against them; so they were caught in the midst of Israel, some 
on this side and some on that side. And they struck them down, so that they let none of them remain or escape.  
 
King of Ai – makes Same Mistake Joshua did / So we see How much Joshua was in Flesh last Chapter 
Verse 19, now you see the King of Ai making the same mistake that Joshua makes of being over-confident and 
thinking that he has it all figured out. What this confirms is, to us, is Joshua acted in the flesh, just as King Ai is in 
the flesh. King Ai, he's not looking to God, obviously, and neither was Joshua. 
 
Enemy Armies Completely Surrounded 
Verse 22, now what we see is when the 30,000 who lit the city on fire ... After they light the city on fire, they turn 
and they start to pursue the men of Ai, who were pursuing Joshua, who then Joshua stops and he turns and now 
the army of Ai is absolutely surrounded. Once again brilliant plan by the Lord for Joshua and his armies. 
 
Joshua 8:23 But the king of Ai they took alive, and brought him to Joshua.  
Joshua 8:24 And it came to pass when Israel had made an end of slaying all the inhabitants of Ai in the field, in 
the wilderness where they pursued them, and when they all had fallen by the edge of the sword until they were 
consumed, that all the Israelites returned to Ai and struck it with the edge of the sword.  
Joshua 8:25 So it was that all who fell that day, both men and women, were twelve thousand—all the people of 
Ai.  
Joshua 8:26 For Joshua did not draw back his hand, with which he stretched out the spear, until he had utterly 
destroyed all the inhabitants of Ai.  
 
It was Complete Victory 
Verse 26, complete victory. Notice again the words that we read, God's command when we face the flesh utterly 
destroy it. Leave not a hint or trace of the flesh alive. They do, here, utterly destroy it.  
 
Notice Word Utterly 
We see this command and action all through the book of Joshua, a picture and type of how to live and have the 
victorious Christian life, and that is to utterly destroy the works of the flesh. 
Joshua 2:10 (NKJV) 10 For we have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did 
to the two kings of the Amorites who were on the other side of the Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom you utterly destroyed.  
 
Joshua 6:21 (NKJV) 21 And they utterly destroyed all that was in the city, both man and woman, young and old, ox and sheep and donkey, with 
the edge of the sword.  
 
Joshua 8:26 (NKJV) 26 For Joshua did not draw back his hand, with which he stretched out the spear, until he had utterly destroyed all the 
inhabitants of Ai.  
 
Joshua 10:1 (NKJV) 1 Now it came to pass when Adoni-Zedek king of Jerusalem heard how Joshua had taken Ai and had utterly destroyed it—as 
he had done to Jericho and its king, so he had done to Ai and its king—and how the inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace with Israel and were 
among them,  
 
Joshua 10:28 (NKJV) 28 On that day Joshua took Makkedah, and struck it and its king with the edge of the sword. He utterly destroyed them—all 
the people who were in it. He let none remain. He also did to the king of Makkedah as he had done to the king of Jericho.  
 
Joshua 10:35 (NKJV) 35 They took it on that day and struck it with the edge of the sword; all the people who were in it he utterly destroyed that 
day, according to all that he had done to Lachish.  
 
Joshua 10:37 (NKJV) 37 And they took it and struck it with the edge of the sword—its king, all its cities, and all the people who were in it; he left 
none remaining, according to all that he had done to Eglon, but utterly destroyed it and all the people who were in it.  
 
Joshua 10:39 (NKJV) 39 And he took it and its king and all its cities; they struck them with the edge of the sword and utterly destroyed all the 
people who were in it. He left none remaining; as he had done to Hebron, so he did to Debir and its king, as he had done also to Libnah and its 
king.  
 



Joshua 10:40 (NKJV) 40 So Joshua conquered all the land: the mountain country and the South and the lowland and the wilderness slopes, and all 
their kings; he left none remaining, but utterly destroyed all that breathed, as the LORD God of Israel had commanded.  
 
Joshua 11:11 (NKJV) 11 And they struck all the people who were in it with the edge of the sword, utterly destroying them. There was none left 
breathing. Then he burned Hazor with fire.  
 
Joshua 11:12 (NKJV) 12 So all the cities of those kings, and all their kings, Joshua took and struck with the edge of the sword. He utterly destroyed 
them, as Moses the servant of the LORD had commanded.  
 
Joshua 11:20 (NKJV) 20 For it was of the LORD to harden their hearts, that they should come against Israel in battle, that He might utterly destroy 
them, and that they might receive no mercy, but that He might destroy them, as the LORD had commanded Moses.  
 
Joshua 11:21 (NKJV) 21 And at that time Joshua came and cut off the Anakim from the mountains: from Hebron, from Debir, from Anab, from all 
the mountains of Judah, and from all the mountains of Israel; Joshua utterly destroyed them with their cities.  
 
Joshua 17:13 (NKJV) 13 And it happened, when the children of Israel grew strong, that they put the Canaanites to forced labor, but did not utterly 
drive them out.  

 
Christian – You will have Complete Victory – If you completely Surrender & Obey Him 
In Christian, you always have complete victory in the Lord, in the spiritual warfare, if you completely surrender to 
Him and obey Him and His commands and His leadings and His ways. Jesus brought complete victory 2,000 years 
ago, and he lives now to make intercession on your behalf, so that you may have complete victory in the wars of 
today, in the battles of the flesh today. 
Romans 8:31–39 (NKJV) 31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare His own Son, 
but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? 33 Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God 
who justifies. 34 Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also 
makes intercession for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, 
or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written: “For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.” 37 Yet in all these 
things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities 
nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the 
love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

 
Sometimes it Takes Failings to Come to Place of Trust & Obey / Nobody asks why not March & Shout Jericho 
Here, what we see in obedience is, and sometimes it takes the failing and the failing for us to come into this place 
of trust and obey, but what we see here is they're following the plan, the children if Israel, no one has rebelled 
against the plan of the ambush and setting on fire and hemming them in. No one is saying why don't we march 
around Ai six times once a day, seven times on Sunday, with the ark of the Lord in-between us, and then shout and 
you bring the walls down, and we go running in. No, they were open for whatever the word of the Lord was to 
them, and so they obeyed it even when there could be a plan that everybody would've thought was better, such as 
the one in Jericho.  
 
Great Plan in Past – Not Current Plan for Today / Seek Lord for New Plan Every Battle 
We have to look at that continually in our lives, and sometimes the great plan that did work in a past victory, is not 
the great plan that God's calling us to in this current battle, and therefore again the message and theme of this 
passage here is be sensitive to the leading of the Lord. Seek Him and don't go with your common sense or what 
you think would be the best plan, even a spiritual plan that had once worked in the past, but be sensitive to hear 
the word of the Lord, here's the new plan for this battle. You will have victory. Guaranteed, you will have victory, 
because it will be Jesus who fights for you, and you'll be along for the ride. 
 
Joshua 8:27 Only the livestock and the spoil of that city Israel took as booty for themselves, according to the 
word of the LORD which He had commanded Joshua.  
Joshua 8:28 So Joshua burned Ai and made it a heap forever, a desolation to this day.  
Joshua 8:29 And the king of Ai he hanged on a tree until evening. And as soon as the sun was down, Joshua 
commanded that they should take his corpse down from the tree, cast it at the entrance of the gate of the city, 
and raise over it a great heap of stones that remains to this day.  
 
 
 



Here is Another Heap of Stones / Gilgal – Jericho - Achor – Ai / Central Location – Always March past Them 
Verse 29, here's another heap of stones.  

• We have a heap of stones that's visible in Gilgal, reminding them of the Jordan River crossing, the great 
power of their God who parts water for them.  

• When they pass Jericho, another heap of stones, and they say obey the Lord, and we'll have victory. We 
need to build memorials and heaps of stones in our lives to remind us of the victories that God has given 
us.  

• We see a heap there in Achor, a reminder of what happens when we quench the spirit of God and grieve 
the spirit of God. It stops the flowing work of God.  

• Now, here's another heap in this conquest of the land that they'll pass and be reminded of as they head 
back to Gilgal, their headquarters, their command post, and there'll be a heap of Ai, and they will 
remember that obey the Lord and you'll have victory.  

We need to go back to them often, so that we can be reminded the God who fights for us and brings us victories 
when we're right in the middle of a war or looking to the next battle that's on the forefront. Remembering what 
God has done will keep us in the power of what God will do in the future. 
  
Amazing Picture – hang on a Tree / Picture Jesus becoming Sin of World 
There's an amazing picture here, because in Deuteronomy were are told that he who hung on a tree is not to be 
left overnight, but to be covered and entombed. Here we see this picture also as the scriptures would say, he who 
hangs on the tree is cursed. Here's the King of Ai, a picture of the flesh, a picture of the world, the king of the 
world, the king of a city and we see him hung and buried, and so the relation is Jesus, when he would take on the 
sins of the world, when he would take on our sin, when he would take on the king of the world, the king of the 
flesh, that he would take the full wrath, just like this king did here, but this king Ai will be buried in the grave, never 
to raise again, but our king, the great King Jesus, he will raise again on the third day, and show he is the victory of 
the king of the world and the king of death and the king of the flesh. 
Deuteronomy 21:22–23 (NKJV) 22 “If a man has committed a sin deserving of death, and he is put to death, and you hang him on a tree, 23 his 
body shall not remain overnight on the tree, but you shall surely bury him that day, so that you do not defile the land which the LORD your God is 
giving you as an inheritance; for he who is hanged is accursed of God.  
 
Galatians 3:13–14 (NKJV) 13 Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us (for it is written, “Cursed is 
everyone who hangs on a tree”), 14 that the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the 
promise of the Spirit through faith.  

 
Joshua 8:30 Now Joshua built an altar to the LORD God of Israel in Mount Ebal,  
Joshua 8:31 as Moses the servant of the LORD had commanded the children of Israel, as it is written in the Book 
of the Law of Moses: “an altar of whole stones over which no man has wielded an iron tool.” And they offered 
on it burnt offerings to the LORD, and sacrificed peace offerings.  
 
God Created Rocks / No work of the Flesh / Victory all the Lord’s 
In verse 31, we see God bringing them back to the reminder that he had back in the law, that the altar was to be 
built with rocks that were not cut or made by the hands of man, but only what was natural, which came through 
his original creation and power. The picture and the point that God makes is that our works of the flesh will never 
bring a victory and we are to always remember at the altar that it's all Him, and we submit ourselves to His power, 
and we make ourselves the living sacrifice, and we have the victory. 
  
How Important give Thanks after Victory / it Keeps us Humble – Looking to Him for Next Victory 
Verse 31, in this peace offering, it also means a fellowship offering and how important for us to go back after each 
victory and remember it was all the Lord, so we don't find ourselves puffed up and full of pride, that it was 
something to do with us, because then we begin another round of quenching of the spirit. The fellowship offering 
and the joy of being one with the Lord and giving him praise and saying thank you for the victory you've brought. 
 
Give Thanks After – and During War 
Give thanks to the Lord after victories, and you know what? Give thanks to the Lord in the middle of the war, 
because it will lift you up, and give you power. Giving thanks in advance for what you know will come. How we 



need to be people of thanks and praise, as it is the fruit of the spirit, knowing that the spirit is moving in us is praise 
upon our lips. 
 
Sacrifice of Praise is a Fruit 
Being attached to the Vine as we are the branches, that natural result is bearing fruit.  As we are continually filled 
with the Holy Spirit, the natural output flowing from our hearts is praise and thanksgiving.  Our Tuesday night 
prayer meeting we spend the largest portion of it in praise and thanksgiving, letting it be a reminder of who He is, 
and then when we come to our request portion, we already know who how mighty and awesome our God is, and 
it is He who hears and works in our prayer requests.  
John 15:1–11 (NKJV) 1 “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and 
every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3 You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. 4 
Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. 5 “I am 
the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not 
abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. 7 If you abide in 
Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. 8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much 
fruit; so you will be My disciples. 9 “As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love. 10 If you keep My commandments, you will 
abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love. 11 “These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may 
remain in you, and that your joy may be full.  

 
7 Fruits 
What is fruit?  The Scriptures specify 7 types of fruit. 

1. Hebrews 12:11 says that Righteousness is a fruit: 
2. Romans 6:22 says that Holiness is a fruit: 
3. Hebrews 13:15 names Praises as a fruit. 
4. Galatians 5 describes the fruit of the Spirit 
5. Colossians 1:10  labels Good Works a fruit: 
6. Romans 15;28 calls Financial Giving a fruit: 
7. Roman 1:13 says that Soul-winning is a fruit: 

Hebrews 12:11 (NKJV) 11 Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but painful; nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit 
of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.  
 
Romans 6:22 (NKJV) 22 But now having been set free from sin, and having become slaves of God, you have your fruit to holiness, and the end, 
everlasting life.  
 
Hebrews 13:15 (NKJV) 15 Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His 
name.  
 
Galatians 5:22–23 (NKJV) 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-
control. Against such there is no law.  
 
Colossians 1:10 (NKJV) 10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the 
knowledge of God;  
 
Romans 15:28 (NKJV) 28 Therefore, when I have performed this and have sealed to them this fruit, I shall go by way of you to Spain.  
 
Romans 1:13 (NKJV) 13 Now I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that I often planned to come to you (but was hindered until now), that I 
might have some fruit among you also, just as among the other Gentiles.  

 
Natural outcome when See All He is 
These fruits are natural outcome when we see Who He is, as what He thinks of is. 
 
Joshua 8:32 And there, in the presence of the children of Israel, he wrote on the stones a copy of the law of 
Moses, which he had written.  
Joshua 8:33 Then all Israel, with their elders and officers and judges, stood on either side of the ark before the 
priests, the Levites, who bore the ark of the covenant of the LORD, the stranger as well as he who was born 
among them. Half of them were in front of Mount Gerizim and half of them in front of Mount Ebal, as Moses the 
servant of the LORD had commanded before, that they should bless the people of Israel.  



Joshua 8:34 And afterward he read all the words of the law, the blessings and the cursings, according to all that 
is written in the Book of the Law.  
Joshua 8:35 There was not a word of all that Moses had commanded which Joshua did not read before all the 
assembly of Israel, with the women, the little ones, and the strangers who were living among them.  
  
Writes law on these Stones 
So here, general Joshua takes these stones which we seen artifacts of, Persian culture, and the Egyptian type, and 
the stones could be fifteen to twenty foot high, all chiseled out with the letters on them. And here Joshua spends 
all the time that it takes to write the whole Law of Moses out, not just the Ten Commandments, but the whole law 
is written out. How long did that take?  
  
Sometimes Ministry is Tedious 
You know, sometimes there's works in the ministry that are just tedious, but they have to be done before you can 
get to the next point that God wants to do through that. And now Joshua reads the whole book of the law to the 
children of Israel. How long did that take? If I were to sit down and read the first five books, and just the parts of 
the law, I'm sure we'd be here no less than four hours. But they took the time and everyone stayed to listen. No 
one thought Joshua was being long winded or boring.  
  
What God Doing – Reminding Joshua and Israel not to Stray from Word 
You know what God is doing here? What he is reminding Joshua? He's taking them all the way back to verse one of 
chapter one. "Every place the sole of your foot touches, I have given to you." Then he will go on in verses eight and 
nine, and give a very clear commandment. "Do not stray from my law, to the left or to the right. You stay in this 
word, you will have victory. So the word in the picture is to us." 
Joshua 1:1–9 (NKJV) 1 After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, it came to pass that the LORD spoke to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ 
assistant, saying: 2 “Moses My servant is dead. Now therefore, arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this people, to the land which I am giving to 
them—the children of Israel. 3 Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given you, as I said to Moses. 4 From the wilderness 
and this Lebanon as far as the great river, the River Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and to the Great Sea toward the going down of the 
sun, shall be your territory. 5 No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life; as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will 
not leave you nor forsake you. 6 Be strong and of good courage, for to this people you shall divide as an inheritance the land which I swore to 
their fathers to give them. 7 Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do according to all the law which Moses My servant 
commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper wherever you go. 8 This Book of the Law shall not 
depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you 
will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be 
afraid, nor be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.”  

 
Why we Go Verse-by-Verse 
This is why we go verse by verse, so that we don't miss a word. And that every word of God we will know what it is, 
learn it and apply it to our life because his word is his will and it is our path to victory. 
 
Parents Take it Serious 
At the beginning of their conquest of the Promised Land, all of Israel and those in their company stopped to hear 
the Word. Have your kids heard the Word? The tremendous task before us is to read and discuss the Word of God 
with our kids over and over, day after day. “We don’t have time,” you might say. “There are battles to fight, wars 
to win, Little League games to play, staff meetings to attend.” Joshua could have easily said the same thing. But he 
realized that if we’re not talking to our kids about the Word of God, then we’re missing the mark completely.  And 
the stakes are getting higher because we’re living in the last days. Dark will get darker and the dangers will become 
greater. Mom and Dad, if you care about your son or daughter, you will take this responsibility seriously. It is a big 
mistake to assume our kids know the Word. That’s why Joshua said, “I know you’re anxious to conquer the land. I 
know you can’t wait to drive out the enemy so you can settle in, grow your crops, and enjoy your family. But we’re 
stopping here and now to go over the Word again.”  The Word will be plastered on the wall of your soul and 
imprinted in your mind if you will take the time to review it time after time after time. 
 
 
 
 



Response 
Come to Throne of Grace 
So now come to the throne of grace and spend time with the Lord, ask Him take this word and work it into your 
life. 
Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
End of Study  



Joshua 9 
Joshua 9:1-27 
 
Coming Off Great Victory 
So the children of Israel are coming off a great victory, it was a comeback victory after a defeat against the city Ai, 
they come back and route them in a great victory.  Well like so many times, we need to be careful after a great 
victory, because it is easy for us to put our guard down, and that is exactly what Joshua and the leaders of Israel do 
as they enter a covenant agreement with a people God total them to drive out of the land, and they do it 
because………. Verse 14, they did not seek the counsel of the Lord. 
Joshua 9:14 (NKJV) 14 Then the men of Israel took some of their provisions; but they did not ask counsel of the LORD.  

 
Key Verse – Didn’t Seek the Lord 
The key verse in this chapter is they did not seek the council of the Lord. Here we go again, here we are again 
repeating a cycle of failing because they did not seek the Lord and so it is with us every time we don't. 
 
Once Again – God of 2nd Chances 
But beautifully once again, we see a God of second chances, taking failings and disobedience and turning them into 
glory. 
 
Things not Always What they Seem / Compromise 
But what we learn and God wants to teach us through this passage today is, “That things are not Always what they 
Seem”, and we have to learn to live this Christian life in the spiritual realm, and not in the physical, because the 
physical things we see are not always what they seem to be.  The world paints such a beautiful picture, often times 
a heart-gripping picture, but God will show us and warn us in our passage today that things are not always what 
they seem, and we need to be on guard and wise on how to handle them.  Today we specifically address 
“compromise”, making an alliance, a treaty, entering into a union with the world and the flesh.   
 
The world, the things of the flesh, can say: 

• We are no harm to you 

• We are no threat to you 

• We yield to you 

• We are here to serve you and make your life better 

• Come make a union with us, let us join and be together, for the better of each. 
It comes across so subtlety, we don’t even recognize so often times, until it is too late. 
 
God wants to teach us 
God wants to teach us how to claim our spiritual inheritance (Ephesians chapter 1), and how to fight to have them 
(Ephesians 6) 
Ephesians 1:3 (NKJV) 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places in Christ,  
 
Ephesians 6:10–13 (NKJV) 10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that 
you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the 
whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.  

 

Enemies Unite 
Joshua 9:1 And it came to pass when all the kings who were on this side of the Jordan, in the hills and in the 
lowland and in all the coasts of the Great Sea toward Lebanon—the Hittite, the Amorite, the Canaanite, the 
Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite—heard about it,  
Joshua 9:2 that they gathered together to fight with Joshua and Israel with one accord.  
 
 
 



Enemies Unite / We Must be in One Accord 
The enemies will unite to fight against God and Israel.  Our greater than Joshua is Jesus, and we are the body 
(church) of Jesus.  Gang we are all we have, we must be in one accord, we must be one because the enemy wants 
to take us out, and the battle is getting more intense as each day passes. 
 
Make Readiness part of Daily Plan / No Rest 
So, if enemies are uniting against Jesus and His church, and you are part of Jesus and His church, you need to make 
“readiness” part of your daily prayer (see last week’s study).  Recognize this Christian, there is never a day of rest 
from this war, we must be “battle ready” every day! 
 
Remember – King of Light Victorious / Get Battle Plan every Day 
But remember this also, the prince of darkness cannot stand against the King of Light!  You are already on the 
winning side, so all you need to do is what Joshua did, get the battle plan every day, follow the battle plan, and you 
will have victory – every day! 
 
Kings Could have Left 
These kings will be defeated, they can mount up an attack but they will be destroyed by the Lord.  It will prove 
they are evil, it will prove they would have destroyed Israel if given the chance, and they would not let Israel co-
habitat the land, thus why they need to be utterly driven out.  Note this, they have the choice to leave if they 
wanted to live, but they won’t leave, thus they bring their own fate upon themselves.  God gave them 400 years to 
pack their bags, but they not only choose to stay, they come to send Israel packing from the land God has 
promised them. 
 
God Never Leave Joshua – Nor you 
So six kings coming together is nothing to wink it, this is a strong enemy gathering together and Joshua had to take 
note, more coming, not a day of rest.  But we will read of them being beaten.  And what we also read then is God 
keeping His promise to Joshua that I will never leave you nor fail you.  And that word is true to you Christian, 
regardless of who or what is coming against you, God will never leave you nor forsake you, and He is a God that 
fights for you.  You fight not alone, your God fights for you. 
Joshua 1:5 (NKJV) 5 No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life; as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave 
you nor forsake you.  

 
Hebrews 13:5–6 (NKJV) 5 Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. For He Himself has said, “I will 
never leave you nor forsake you.” 6 So we may boldly say: “The LORD is my helper; I will not fear. What can man do to me?”  
 
Matthew 28:20 (NKJV) 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 
age.” Amen.  

 

Watching for the Wiles of the Devil 
Joshua 9:3 But when the inhabitants of Gibeon heard what Joshua had done to Jericho and Ai,  
Joshua 9:4 they worked craftily, and went and pretended to be ambassadors. And they took old sacks on their 
donkeys, old wineskins torn and mended,  
Joshua 9:5 old and patched sandals on their feet, and old garments on themselves; and all the bread of their 
provision was dry and moldy.  
 
Same Word in Ephesians 
Verse 3, the word "crafty" is the same word as "wiles" and we get that and see that in the New Testament 
correlation of the Book of Joshua and that is the Book of Ephesians, and Verses 11 and 12, "Put on the whole 
armor of God that we may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil, [his craftiness, his trickery, his deception 
and that's his tactic that he likes to play on us] and we have to be on guard for it or else we'll fall for it." 

• Ohh but he is so nice, even though he isn’t a believer, just go on one date (maybe you can lead him to the 
Lord) 

• She is a believer, she just doesn’t go to church because she is so busy all week and Sunday is her only day 
to rest, just go on one date 



• Look, just hang out and have one beer, ask your wife for a kitchen pass 

• It is just innocent flirting, everybody does it 

• They only use the Lord’s name in vain a couple times, there is only a brief bedroom scene, or they only 
make innuendos its no big deal. 

• You’re not one of those Bible thumpers are you 
Ephesians 6:11 (NKJV) 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.  

  
Other Kings decide Frontal Attack – Gibonites Internal Attack 
Now, the other kings decided to federate together to try to withstand the armies of Israel, but the Gibeonites 
decided on another rouse: rather than to fight them, they decided to deceive them; so, they worked craftily.  So 
the six kings unite for a full on frontal attack, while these Gibonites come with a stealthy internal attack. 
 
Devil – If ya Can’t beat them – Join them 
The devil has a strategy. If you can't beat them, join them. Here we see, "Hey, I'll just join you. Get inside. Act like 
you. Look like you. And now I'll be part of you." 
  
Things not Always what Seem 
Joshua and his leaders, they question them if they were trying to trick them, which is good but it didn't go far 
enough to search it all out. What we see here and take away from here is things aren't always what they look like. 
 
Use Flattery – But Liars / You a Christian – Me Too! 
They say, "We heard about your God" and that sounds like flattery but the truth be, if they heard about the God of 
Israel, they would have heard about how God deals with liars and falsehoods and deceit and all these things that 
they're bringing. Ever have anyone come up to you and say, "Oh, yeah, I'm a Christian too. You're a Christian? I'm a 
Christian." And immediately they try to bridge this relationship, that there's a common ground, when really their 
words are empty and void because they don't live anything in accordance with the words of Christ. They just use 
the title to gain an entrance into the game of confidence with other people. 
 

No Treaties with the World 
Joshua 9:6 And they went to Joshua, to the camp at Gilgal, and said to him and to the men of Israel, “We have 
come from a far country; now therefore, make a covenant with us.”  
 
No Covenants Inside Promised Land / Could make Treaty w/Nations Outside 
In Deuteronomy, the LORD had commanded Moses that when they came into the land, they were not to make a 
league, or a covenant with any of the people of the land, but that they were to utterly drive them out.  The reason 
for this command is that the religious practices of the Canaanites were so vile, so licentious, that they would have 
a polluting influence upon anyone (child sacrifice upon a burning altar, bestiality, strange occult practices that 
includes blood of humans, perverse sexual orgies, just absolute depravity).  Israel could make a treaty with a 
country that was outside the Promised Land, and then make them servants to Israel and pay tribute to them, but 
only a country that was outside the Promised Land boundaries God had prescribed to them. 
Deuteronomy 20:10–18 (NKJV) 10 “When you go near a city to fight against it, then proclaim an offer of peace to it. 11 And it shall be that if they 
accept your offer of peace, and open to you, then all the people who are found in it shall be placed under tribute to you, and serve you. 12 Now if 
the city will not make peace with you, but war against you, then you shall besiege it. 13 And when the LORD your God delivers it into your hands, 
you shall strike every male in it with the edge of the sword. 14 But the women, the little ones, the livestock, and all that is in the city, all its spoil, 
you shall plunder for yourself; and you shall eat the enemies’ plunder which the LORD your God gives you. 15 Thus you shall do to all the cities 
which are very far from you, which are not of the cities of these nations. 16 “But of the cities of these peoples which the LORD your God gives you 
as an inheritance, you shall let nothing that breathes remain alive, 17 but you shall utterly destroy them: the Hittite and the Amorite and the 
Canaanite and the Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite, just as the LORD your God has commanded you, 18 lest they teach you to do 
according to all their abominations which they have done for their gods, and you sin against the LORD your God.  

 
Canaanites History very Dark / God did not Want their Influence on Israel 
Periods of man’s history have been very dark, indeed, and probably none darker than the period of the Canaanite 
history and the religious practices of these people.  And so, to keep His people from the pollution, God ordered 
that the land be taken, the inhabitants utterly destroyed: all of their altars, their places of worship - completely 



obliterated in order that there would not be any remembrance of these things.  God knew that if the people made 
a league or a covenant, then within their midst, they would have these continuing polluting influences.  And He 
wanted to purify the land; and it was because of the degraded religious practices that God was actually using the 
children of Israel as His instrument to bring judgment against these people.  Background: Destroy utterly; make no 
covenant (Deut 7:1-11; 20:10-20; Ex 23:32). 
Exodus 34:10–16 (NKJV) 10 And He said: “Behold, I make a covenant. Before all your people I will do marvels such as have not been done in all 
the earth, nor in any nation; and all the people among whom you are shall see the work of the LORD. For it is an awesome thing that I will do 
with you. 11 Observe what I command you this day. Behold, I am driving out from before you the Amorite and the Canaanite and the Hittite and 
the Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite. 12 Take heed to yourself, lest you make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land where you are 
going, lest it be a snare in your midst. 13 But you shall destroy their altars, break their sacred pillars, and cut down their wooden images 14 (for 
you shall worship no other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God), 15 lest you make a covenant with the inhabitants of the 
land, and they play the harlot with their gods and make sacrifice to their gods, and one of them invites you and you eat of his sacrifice, 16 and 
you take of his daughters for your sons, and his daughters play the harlot with their gods and make your sons play the harlot with their gods.  

 
No Treaties / Baptism 
God says make no treaties with them, and that is a picture of the world and the flesh.  So today we will be having a 
baptism, and that is a beautiful picture of people saying I make no treaties with the world, I am burying the old 
person, I am sending out my obituary notice to the whole world that I will have no relationship with you.  I live for 
my Lord, I am living to please Him, I am walking this life to receive all the spiritual blessings He has for me, I am 
living a life of and for personal holiness. 
Romans 6:1–14 (NKJV) 1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin 
live any longer in it? 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we 
were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should 
walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His 
resurrection, 6 knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be 
slaves of sin. 7 For he who has died has been freed from sin. 8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, 9 knowing 
that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over Him. 10 For the death that He died, He died to 
sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God. 11 Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts. 13 And do not present your 
members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your members as 
instruments of righteousness to God. 14 For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace.  

 

Listening for the Still Small Voice 
Joshua 9:7 Then the men of Israel said to the Hivites, “Perhaps you dwell among us; so how can we make a 
covenant with you?”  
Joshua 9:8 But they said to Joshua, “We are your servants.” And Joshua said to them, “Who are you, and where 
do you come from?”  
Joshua 9:9 So they said to him: “From a very far country your servants have come, because of the name of the 
LORD your God; for we have heard of His fame, and all that He did in Egypt,  
Joshua 9:10 and all that He did to the two kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan—to Sihon king of 
Heshbon, and Og king of Bashan, who was at Ashtaroth.  
Joshua 9:11 Therefore our elders and all the inhabitants of our country spoke to us, saying, ‘Take provisions with 
you for the journey, and go to meet them, and say to them, “We are your servants; now therefore, make a 
covenant with us.” ’  
Joshua 9:12 This bread of ours we took hot for our provision from our houses on the day we departed to come 
to you. But now look, it is dry and moldy.  
Joshua 9:13 And these wineskins which we filled were new, and see, they are torn; and these our garments and 
our sandals have become old because of the very long journey.”  
 
Gibonites part of Hivites 
The Gibonites were nationally part of the Hivites. 
 
Lord – Our Guard goes Down / Satan goes to Church every Sunday / He knows how to work on our Hearts 
Soon as people say “Lord” our guard goes down.  Satan knows how to work us.  It has been said, and rightly so, 
that the devil goes to church every Sunday. He knows this word, he knows all the things that look and make the 
trappings of Christianity and then he uses them as a cloak and a trapping to try to lead us astray. The Devil knows 



how to work on the kindness and goodness of our hearts, he knows what to say that makes our hearts put our 
guard down.  Hence, why we have to be aware of these subtleties, these trickeries, these things that look so good, 
but things aren't always as they seem and we can find ourselves being entrapped and tripped up into a place of 
disobedience before the Lord. 
 
Where Come From – Far Away (never Answered) / See name Victory from Far Away – Very Sneaky 
Verse 9 when Joshua says, "Where do you come from?" They say, "From a very far country," isn't that interesting 
how they don't name the country that they come from as they're clouding and putting smoke and mirrors up so 
the finger can't be put on them exactly of where they come from and how they're only next door neighbors by only 
20 miles.  Verse 10, see how they're naming the victories on the other side of the Jordan River because they can't 
name the victories that they just had, such as Jericho and Ai, because then that would mean that they were only a 
couple days away because those battles had only happened a couple days before. How sneaky and crafty these 
people are. 
 
Sad for Joshua – You Just Read this Chapter a Few Days Ago / I Carry my Morning Devotion in My Pocket 
You know what is sad, they just read this passage a few days ago, and those passages said not to make any treaties 
with people in the land, and here they are forgetting it already, he is forgetting that he should at least be diligent 
to examine fully where the country is from to determine the course of action against them.  Here is what I do, 
maybe it helps you, for it helps me, and that is that I have a composition notebook that I jot notes and thoughts 
down as I have my morning devotions with the Lord; I think take this little piece of paper (which is a sheet of paper 
cut in quarters – so a ¼ piece of paper) and I jot the highest level notes on it.  I just something about God’s 
character, something about what that is to mean to me, something that I know I can ask of Him and He will hear it, 
and then lastly my “readiness” to remind me about the warfare that is ahead of me today.  I then fold that up and 
put it in my pocket and carry it with me through the day.  Every time I reach in my pocket for my keys, or change, 
or lip balm, I feel that paper and am reminded of the promises for the day, and I have forgotten already I just open 
the paper and refresh myself on that promises (taking all of about 15 seconds).  It is amazing how many times that 
word is the word for me today, and how often it is the word that is perfect for a conversation I find myself in with 
another person.  I will tell you another advantage, it makes me not want to miss my devotions in the morning 
because I want that new word for the day to carry with me; and often times I carry a past devotion with me for 
days because I want to go back and keep reliving it and enjoying it (but never at the expense of not getting new 
manna for the day). 
Joshua 8:30–35 (NKJV) 30 Now Joshua built an altar to the LORD God of Israel in Mount Ebal, 31 as Moses the servant of the LORD had commanded 
the children of Israel, as it is written in the Book of the Law of Moses: “an altar of whole stones over which no man has wielded an iron tool.” 
And they offered on it burnt offerings to the LORD, and sacrificed peace offerings. 32 And there, in the presence of the children of Israel, he wrote 
on the stones a copy of the law of Moses, which he had written. 33 Then all Israel, with their elders and officers and judges, stood on either side 
of the ark before the priests, the Levites, who bore the ark of the covenant of the LORD, the stranger as well as he who was born among them. 
Half of them were in front of Mount Gerizim and half of them in front of Mount Ebal, as Moses the servant of the LORD had commanded before, 
that they should bless the people of Israel. 34 And afterward he read all the words of the law, the blessings and the cursings, according to all that 
is written in the Book of the Law. 35 There was not a word of all that Moses had commanded which Joshua did not read before all the assembly 
of Israel, with the women, the little ones, and the strangers who were living among them.  

 
Verse 7 – Joshua is Suspicious 
And you can tell from verse 7 that Joshua is suspicious of them.  There is something poking his conscious “hey 
something isn’t right here, slow down, examine fully before proceeding.  Colossians 3:15, let the peace of God rule 
in your heart.  The word rule there means to umpire, and an umpire calls it a ball or a strike, a hit or an out, and 
that is what God wants to do in our lives for us.   
Colossians 3:15 (NKJV) 15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful.  

 
Never go Against Your Peace 
Christian, never go against your peace.  If you don’t have a peace about something, then don’t proceed until you 
do. 
 
The Still Small Voice 
But sadly we will see Joshua will proceed full speed ahead.  Christian, when you feel that prodding that something 
isn’t right, it usually means something isn’t right.  That prodding is the Holy Spirit trying to lead you in all truths 



(John 14). We always seem to expect God to scream it out loud, forgetting the story of Elijah when he was on the 
run from king Ahab and Jezebel, that God spoke to him in a “still small voice”.  In Psalm 46;10, God says “be still” 
and that is the key to hearing His voice, be still and listen to Him your God.  Here are 3 things you need so that you 
may hear the voice of God, the Holy Spirit who speak to you. 

1. Remember He resides in You – see you can believe that theologically, but miss it practically, and then go 
on forgetting you have the spirit of Truth abiding in you. 

2. Believe he speaks to you – yes that is simple statement, but if we believe it with all our heart, mind, and 
soul, would we rush out and skip our prayer times as we do? 

3. Cultivate a Relationship with Him – You will only hear the still small voice, is in the stillness.  We need to 
listen, be still, and know that He is God (Ps 46:10), and wait to hear Him speak. 

John 14:16–18 (NKJV) 16 And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever—17 the Spirit of 
truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. 
18 I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you.  

 
1 Kings 19:11–12 (NKJV) 11 Then He said, “Go out, and stand on the mountain before the LORD.” And behold, the LORD passed by, and a great and 
strong wind tore into the mountains and broke the rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind; and after the wind an 
earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake; 12 and after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire a still 
small voice.  
 
Psalm 46:10 (NKJV) 10 Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!  

 
Things not Always What they Seem / Don’t be Led by Physical Realm 
But what we learn and God wants to teach us through this passage today is, “That things are not Always what they 
Seem”, and we have to learn to live this Christian life in the spiritual realm, and not in the physical, because the 
physical things we see are not always what they seem to be.  Proverbs 3:5-6, don’t lean on our understanding, but 
seek the Lord and He will direct us on what to do. 
Proverbs 3:5–6 (NKJV) 5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; 6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, And 
He shall direct your paths.  

 
Ephesians 6 – Don’t be Ignorant of Satan’s ways / Must have Situational Awareness 
Ephesians 6 again tells us not to be ignorant of the devices and ways of the devil. We shouldn't be and we can't, 
Christian. We must continually have situational awareness.  Situational awareness in the war zone is that you are 
always cognizant of what's going on in your surroundings. What's in your immediate perimeter, what's in your 
outward perimeter. What's coming over the horizon, what's above you, even what's underneath of you. Everything 
you take recognition of is called situational awareness, so that you have full understanding of all that's going 
around you. We must be on guard from the devil and his ways.  Sadly the Gibonites had done better 
reconnaissance on Israel than Israel had done on them. 
  
How Overcome the Devil - Submit yourself to God / James 4:7 
How do we overcome the devil? Let's read it in another place besides Ephesians. Let's go to James, chapter 4 verse 
7. . We are always so quick to quote, "Resist the devil and he will flee," and how true that is, but there is a piece 
that we miss that's the vital piece. The most important piece. The piece that can't get us to the resist part to get 
the devil to flee until we come to the vital piece that comes before it, and that's the part that says, "Submit 
yourself to God." What does submission mean? 
James 4:7 (NKJV) 7 Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.  

  
Submission – “Lord I am Going to Let You Lead-Guide-Trust” / Need to Sit to Hear 
Submission is simple. I'm going to let you lead Lord. I'm going to let you guide, let You lead, I am going to trust You 
are on the throne. I'm not going to figure these things out in my own intellect or my own experience, but I'm going 
to seek you. We can only do that again one way, and we see a theme that continually emerges in our Christian life. 
For living the Christian life, and to have the victorious Christian life, and that is: being still and knowing that he is 
God and sitting to hear from him and say, Lord, I know your ways are the wise ways and above all ways so I will 
submit to that. Speak Lord, your servant listens. 
 
 



The Donkey 
Here is a thought, so they looked at the bread, the wineskins, the garments and the sandals, but they didn’t look at 
the donkey.  For there is no mention the donkey looked worn down, skin and bones, which would have happened 
if they didn’t have enough provisions. Get with the Lord and He will show the holes in the enemies story. 
 

They Did Not Ask the Counsel of the Lord 
Joshua 9:14 Then the men of Israel took some of their provisions; but they did not ask counsel of the LORD.  
 
Key Verse – Didn’t Seek the Lord 
The key verse in this chapter is they did not seek the council of the Lord. Here we go again, here we are again 
repeating a cycle of failing because they did not seek the Lord and so it is with us every time we don't. 
 
Story – Eager Ensign 
After nearly completing his first overseas cruise, a young ensign was given an opportunity to display his capabilities 
at getting the ship under way. With a stream of commands, he had the decks buzzing with men and soon the ship 
was steaming out the channel en route to the states. 
 
His efficiency established a new record for getting a destroyer under way, so he was not surprised when a seaman 
approached him with a message from the captain. Strangely though, it was a radio message and it read: "My 
personal congratulations to you upon completing your underway preparation exercise according to the book and 
with amazing speed. In your haste, however, you have overlooked one of the unwritten rules--make sure the 
captain is aboard before getting under way." 
 
We may think our lives are in order. We may have them managed them to a tee and people may wish they were us 
-- our businesses are prospering, our kids are doing well in school, our marriage is sweeter than ever. But if the 
Captain is not on board, at some point, we're going to have to head back and start again. 
 
New Believer – God is into Even the Little Things 
Verse 14, they do not seek the Lord. . Let me give a word to the young and new believers, and I'll speak from my 
personal experience. I can remember a time when I was first saved that I would say you know, God's way too busy 
to be bothered with these little things. He's got a universe to run. I'm not going to bother him unless I've got 
something big that I need to bother him with. And then I wouldn't bother him, and I would go, I'll just use my 
wisdom and intellect. 
 
Wonder if Joshua thought – Not Going to Bother God 
I wonder if that's Joshua. He's looking at all these things and going, well this all adds up. Look at all these pieces, 
look at how all this adds up. The clothes, the food, the wineskin and the sandals. I think it's pretty obvious that it is 
what they say it is, you know. Why should I bother God with this? I mean I just bothered him with you know, 
putting him through the whole Ai thing and why should I bother him with these little things because he's busy. 
 
I’ve Done It / Fact – We are not Smart Enough for Big or Small Things 
And you know that can be so us, and I just want to say that to the new believer and the young believers. I actually 
believed that. I actually thought you know, that I'm not going to bother him except with the the big stuff. I know 
how wrong I was, because God wants us to bring all the stuff to him. Because you know what it is? We are not 
smart enough for the big stuff or the little stuff and Joshua proves it here in this story. Because the devil, he is 
seeking to devour us, and to destroy us and to cast us away from the Lord. 
  
Lord Loves Little Things – They Bring Us into His Presence / I Love it when Camden Comes w/Little Things 
But you know what the other beautiful thing is that the Lord is doing here? He loves even the little stuff because it 
brings us into his presence. He wants a personal relationship with you. He's died on the cross so that you might 
have a personal relationship with him and just like your child. I love it when my Camden, 9 years old, still comes 



with even the littlest things, and asks me the littlest things. That warms me. It moves my heart because it's just one 
more moment to have a personal relationship with him. 
 
My Older Son – I Missed it When He Grew / Every time You Come – God will tell You How Precious You Are 
But on the other side, how sad it was as my oldest son grew and matured. Less and less would he come to talk to 
me, because more and more he was growing into his own person and didn't need me and didn't need my council. 
And I miss that conversation. I miss that presence, and that's your Lord. Oh he loves you. He wants to have this 
personal relationship with you. Even the little things because it just warms his heart to sit there with you. Speak, 
tell me what's on your heart, in your mind. Oh, let me take the opportunity to instruct you, to protect you, but let 
me just take the opportunity again to tell you how much I love you. And how I cherish you, and how precious you 
are in my sight. Because every time you come, listen Christian, every time you come he's going to never let you 
leave without him telling you how much he loves you and how precious you are to him. . He loves you. He's your 
father. You're his daughter. You're his son, and he adores you and he wants to spend time with you. 
 

Don’t Not be Unequally Yoked 
Joshua 9:15 So Joshua made peace with them, and made a covenant with them to let them live; and the rulers 
of the congregation swore to them.  
Joshua 9:16 And it happened at the end of three days, after they had made a covenant with them, that they 
heard that they were their neighbors who dwelt near them.  
Joshua 9:17 Then the children of Israel journeyed and came to their cities on the third day. Now their cities were 
Gibeon, Chephirah, Beeroth, and Kirjath Jearim.  
 
Israel is now Unequally Yoked /  
Israel is now unequally yoked. Study through find out what the ultimate consequence of this unequally yoked 
relationship is with the Gibeonites.  
2 Corinthians 6:14–18 (NKJV) 14 Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? 
And what communion has light with darkness? 15 And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever? 16 And 
what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As God has said: “I will dwell in them And walk 
among them. I will be their God, And they shall be My people.” 17 Therefore “Come out from among them And be separate, says the Lord. Do not 
touch what is unclean, And I will receive you.” 18 “I will be a Father to you, And you shall be My sons and daughters, Says the LORD Almighty.”  

 
John 10:10 / Jesus Elevates / Satan Elevates 
John 10:10, Jesus says, I come within and have life and that are more abundant. We're seeing the elevation there. 
Jesus says he doesn't want to give us an eternal life that we enter into after our death because we received him as 
Lord and Savior, but he wants us to live the abundant God life today claiming, experiencing all of our spiritual 
inheritance that he has for us in Christ Jesus. Then we have a counter of Satan. He wants to steal, to kill, and 
destroy, and what I believe there is again an escalation. He's more than happy to steal. He is more than happy to 
steal your joy, to rob you of your peace and rob you of the presence of the Lord in your life and that's all he can do 
while he has you as you live through this life he's happy. If he can kill you that's even better. He'd love to shut you 
up, just extinguish your light so that you can't shine for anyone else. Killing, that's better than stealing. The devil, if 
he can destroy you even better. Better than killing you would be to destroy you because I want to destroy your 
Christian witness, and have you have to live your life with a destroyed witness because of a moral failing. A great 
public shaming. If I can destroy your marriage through adultery and fornication, and let it crash and burn into 
divorce then the world will say, "So what Christian marriages? They are no different than the world's.  If I can get 
to your kids, the devil would say, if I can destroy your kids through you because of your actions, because of 
something you've done and they end up walking away from me and saying, "What's the use? Who cares? There is 
no hope in Christ because I didn't see it in my mom. I didn't see it in my dad. I saw them no different, if anything 
worse than the people that I see who don't proclaim to be followers of Jesus Christ." I know he'd love to destroy 
this church, wipe it out and let people scatter and say, "I tried church once and it was an absolute disaster. I want 
nothing else to do with it. The people showed nothing of the love of Jesus Christ."  
John 10:10 (NKJV) 10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may 
have it more abundantly.  

 
  



Satan Tactic – Make a Treaty with You / Then Steal – Kill - Destroy 
One of his tactics is to try to make a treaty with you. A so-called peace agreement with you so that he can have a 
presence in your life some way, somehow. He's not vanished and sent packing, that's his desire. First thing, I'll 
make a peace treaty and then I'm going to steal from you. Then give me the opportunity and I'll take your life, 
that's the best I can get. Then, ultimately if I can get your kids and get your marriage and get your ministry destroy 
it and bring it to shame that will be well-worth the peace agreement.  
 

Oaths 
Joshua 9:18 But the children of Israel did not attack them, because the rulers of the congregation had sworn to 
them by the LORD God of Israel. And all the congregation complained against the rulers.  
Joshua 9:19 Then all the rulers said to all the congregation, “We have sworn to them by the LORD God of Israel; 
now therefore, we may not touch them.  
Joshua 9:20 This we will do to them: We will let them live, lest wrath be upon us because of the oath which we 
swore to them.”  
 
I’m Not Getting on Joshua 
Well I am not going to get on Joshua, else I need to get on myself 100 times greater.  How many times I didn’t see 
the battle coming, and I got distracted and failed to serve this congregation as you deserve. 
 
Joshua is a Twixt Before the People for Failing Them / Church Needs to Move Slowly 
Verse 18. Now the people are mad at the leadership because the leadership broke God's word, but here are the 
people saying, "You broke the word. We want to keep the word. Our word that we heard from the Lord is to 
destroy them." Here Joshua in what a great twixt he stuck ... He violated the word of God and he's got a group of 
people who say, "We need to obey the word of God." His failure to seek the Lord is causing the vision and uprising 
and unrest needlessly among the congregation. Why it's so important that a church moves slowly and doesn't rush 
into things. It's important for a church to wait upon the Lord, to seek out all the facts, before they go implementing 
policy. We take that serious here and it's our approach here at our church. 
  
Joshua – we Must Keep the Oath / Sermon Mount – Let Your yes be yes 
Here there's the vision in the camp over this and Joshua comes and his response is, "It has to be. We have to keep 
this covenant because we swore on an oath before God and we have to honor the oath that we have made before 
God." Jesus will reiterate that on the Sermon on the Mount because God is the same yesterday, today and forever. 
Nothing's changed and He will say, "Let your yes be yes and your no be no." Here Israel even when they're wrong 
having to exercise holding to the truth and the fact of letting their yes be yes and no be no. 
Matthew 5:33–37 (NKJV) 33 “Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but shall perform your oaths to 
the Lord.’ 34 But I say to you, do not swear at all: neither by heaven, for it is God’s throne; 35 nor by the earth, for it is His footstool; nor by 
Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36 Nor shall you swear by your head, because you cannot make one hair white or black. 37 But let 
your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,’ and your ‘No,’ ‘No.’ For whatever is more than these is from the evil one.  

 
Marriage Counseling – We weren’t meant to be Married 
I lose track of how many times I sit with people in marriage counselling and they tell me, "We weren't supposed to 
get married in the first place because we violated God's Commandment of Purity." Or someone says, "We're 
unequally yoked because I'm a believer and my spouse is not and I want to separate, have divorce, and move on 
and marry a believer." To which the minute you said, "I do." You made an oath and a covenant before God and it is 
now God's will that you live up 100% fully to the covenant that you've made between Him and before man. I say, 
"The minute you said 'I do' it became God's will regardless of what preceded up to that." 
 
Paul Said Remain in State before Saved (Regarding Marriage) 
The Apostle Paul will say in Corinthians, "To remain in the state in which you were before you were saved." That's 
in regards to if you were married before you got saved and then you got saved after marriage you then remain 
married. Getting saved, giving your life to Christ and having a spouse who doesn't, is not an exclusion and a excuse 
and a reason for divorce. 



1 Corinthians 7:21–24 (NKJV) 21 Were you called while a slave? Do not be concerned about it; but if you can be made free, rather use it. 22 For he 
who is called in the Lord while a slave is the Lord’s freedman. Likewise he who is called while free is Christ’s slave. 23 You were bought at a price; 
do not become slaves of men. 24 Brethren, let each one remain with God in that state in which he was called.  

  
These Decisions – Are Lifelong Decisions 
Why it's so important these decisions we make that are lifelong decisions and so many of the areas that we've 
discussed today. This will be a lifelong decision that Joshua's made on behalf of the nation of Israel that will carry 
on for years and years. Way beyond him all the way into the Kingdom of David and beyond. If today's decisions are 
longer than this week and this month's they will bring ramifications for lifetime's and that's not just our lifetime's, 
but it carries over onto our children and our children's children. 
  
What Covenants Should I get Out of you Ask 
You may be asking well what covenants should I get out of?  That isnt a one-shot answer, but I will say if you are 
dating an unbeliever, you need to break it off regardless of what you promised or even if you are engaged, because 
marriage is the covenant sealer.  But as for other promises you have made, you will have to seek the Lord and he 
will speak to you on how to handle them.  But let me just say, take this lesson and be slow to make promises and 
enter agreements with people.   
 
Here are a few practical approaches going forward: 

• Supporting people financially – put a time limit on it, and tell them at the end of time you will reevaluate 
what is next. 

• Partnership – just tell people up front you can’t commit to anything, and we will take it one day at a time 

• Purchasing – just say, sounds good, let me think on it and I will get back to you.  Don’t let them pressure 
you into making a decision on the spot at that moment.  If it is on the spot pressure, walk away. 

 
Oh Joshua – If You would have Learned from Achan Experience (A Little Leaven – Whole Lump) 
Now back to our story, Oh Joshua! Joshua what you didn't know and learn, back there with the sin of Achan.  A 
little leaven leavened the whole lump and all of Israel paid for it. Thirty-six men's lives because of Achan's sin of 
taking the first fruit from Jericho when it was destined and determined for God's tabernacle. Now here we have 
these four cities that the Gibeonites live in. They're only like 5 miles from Jerusalem which will be the 
headquarters. For the whole lifetime of the nation of Israel, proceeding to our modern time, there would be these 
Gibeonites only 5 miles from the capital of all the picture of the spiritual state of Israel. There 5 miles away would 
be idolatry, human sacrifices, perversion and just detestable things and Israel will never drive them out and they 
will always have a presence in the land. Just happy to coincide. Just happy that they're not destroyed. "Just let me 
live and stay and hang out a little bit." 
1 Corinthians 5:6–7 (NKJV) 6 Your glorying is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? 7 Therefore purge out the 
old leaven, that you may be a new lump, since you truly are unleavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us.  

  
Enemy Happy to Just Hang Around (Close) / Imagine the Youth Hearing About Gibeon 
That's all the enemy would gladly do to you. "Just let me hang out for a while. Don't run me off. I'm happy to just 
sit here and stay neutral because I know eventually, whether it's your lifetime or a lifetime to come, I'm going to 
get my shot." Now you have to imagine what it is for these youngsters. Word's going to get out as they live purity 
and they try to live personal holiness before the Lord in accordance to His word. They're going to hear stories. "Hey 
just 5 miles away there's a group and you know what they do?" 
 
"What?" 
 
"Yeah they get to do anything they want. They're not bound by these rules and regulations." 
  
Even if they don't fall into the temptation. Now here they are in their minds always having to battle it out of, "I 
wonder what that's like. I wonder if they really enjoy that. That sounds so exciting, what channel did you say that is 
on, what is the web address. This decision makes them now have to have, right in the middle of their country, this 
continual temptation. Satan's just happy if he can get that. Just continually put it in your mind even if you don't 



respond to it and carry it out. What it will do, it will consume mind time and that mind time will always dog you 
and keep you from fully entering into the presence of the Lord. Receiving and achieving all that He would want for 
you. All the spiritual inheritances that He promises to you as His children. 
  
Devil Happy Just to Contain your Sin / Thus it will Always be On Your Mind 
It's just like Jericho. The devil would just be happy for you to contain sin because then it's always there and it's 
always on your mind as you pass it and your mind always has to process it. 
 

The God of 2nd Chances 
Joshua 9:21 And the rulers said to them, “Let them live, but let them be woodcutters and water carriers for all 
the congregation, as the rulers had promised them.”  
Joshua 9:22 Then Joshua called for them, and he spoke to them, saying, “Why have you deceived us, saying, ‘We 
are very far from you,’ when you dwell near us?  
Joshua 9:23 Now therefore, you are cursed, and none of you shall be freed from being slaves—woodcutters and 
water carriers for the house of my God.”  
Joshua 9:24 So they answered Joshua and said, “Because your servants were clearly told that the LORD your God 
commanded His servant Moses to give you all the land, and to destroy all the inhabitants of the land from 
before you; therefore we were very much afraid for our lives because of you, and have done this thing.  
Joshua 9:25 And now, here we are, in your hands; do with us as it seems good and right to do to us.”  
Joshua 9:26 So he did to them, and delivered them out of the hand of the children of Israel, so that they did not 
kill them.  
Joshua 9:27 And that day Joshua made them woodcutters and water carriers for the congregation and for the 
altar of the LORD, in the place which He would choose, even to this day.  
 
What to do with Our Failures? 
So what are we to do with our failures, especially these where we ran into something that we didn’t seek the Lord 
on, but launched off without His leading and counsel?  What to do?  Do what Joshua did, dedicate that thing to the 
Lord.  Joshua made them servants at the temple. 
 
It Changed Them 
And, amazingly, we see an amazing work in the life of the Gibeonites.  The Gibeonites became servants at the 
tabernacle, just as Joshua had commanded. 

• Gibeon becomes a priestly city; the Ark of the Covenant stayed at Gibeon often in the days of David and 
Solomon (1 Chronicles 16:39–40 and 21:29). 

• At least one of David’s mighty men was a Gibeonite (1 Chronicles 12:4). 

• God spoke to Solomon at Gibeon (1 Kings 3:4). 

• Gibeonites were among those who rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem with Nehemiah (Nehemiah 3:7 and 
7:25). 

• Prophets such as Hananiah the son of Azur came from Gibeon (Jeremiah 28:1). 

• These are examples of the great things God can do with people who are sinners, but come to Him in 
humility and love. 

 
Did You Marry an Unbeliever? 
Did you marry an unbeliever?  What to do about it?  Dedicate your spouse to the Lord.  Say “Lord I dedicate myself 
to prayer for them, I will pray until the come to serve you in the temple of Your heart.  I will do all I can to bring 
them to the temple of Your heart, to serve you with all their heart.  Lord I don’t pray their salvation to make my 
marriage and life better, but that they may be one with You, and they may know what it is to have relations with 
the True and Living God.  And God when they do get saved, I commit to You that we will dedicate our life to serving 
You, not living a comfortable life, not taking weekend getaways every week, but a life dedicated to serving You. 
 
 
 



Failed in Other Ways 
Maybe you failed in purity, then take that to the temple of the Lord and say Lord I use this to tell others of a God of 
second chances, I will use this to help and protect others so they don’t have to go the route I did.  Maybe you 
made a treaty with substance abuse, you can say I am going to dedicate that to the service of the Lord and help 
others escape its grips now that I have been given a second chance. 
 
Maybe its You – Who Made the Oath with the World 
Maybe it is you who made an oath, a treaty with the world, and have been under its influence for years now and 
you say how do I get back to where I once was with the Lord?  To that I answer you, dedicate yourself to the Lord 
right now today, say Lord here I am your servant, do with me as You will, and He will, He take you right here right 
now, today, and you can dwell with Him in His Holy temple as the rest of the days of your life. 
 
Have You Given Your Life to Jesus? 
Have you given your life to Jesus today? 

John 3:16 (NKJV) 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.  
 

Response 
Come to Throne of Grace 
So now come to the throne of grace and spend time with the Lord, ask Him take this word and work it into your 
life. 
Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
Joshua 9 Prayer Guide 
Reverence 

• God who fights for you, God who gives wise counsel, God who can turn a failing into a blessing,  
Response 

• Lord we make not treaties with the flesh and world, I will be on guard for the wiles of the Devil, I will seek 
Your counsel 

• If you have not given your life to Jesus, respond to His prompting on your heart today and come give your 
life to Him, and make Him Lord and Savior of Your life. 

Requests 

• Lord I need You wisdom on what to do, Lord help me know what to do in this situation _______ (fill in) 

• Lord I have failed in this area, I did not seek You before I acted, I now ask you to do a work for me.  Lord I 
commit myself to dedicate this error to you fully, asking that you will use it to bring You glory. 

Readiness 

• Lord help me to be on guard today, to not look into the physical things, but seek You and Your wisdom 
Reverence 

• I praise You, the God of 2nd chances, who never leaves me not forsakes me, and is always ready to speak 
to me Your great wisdom and guidance, I don’t have to go this life on my own wisdom, but have a free 
supply of Yours freely given to me. 

 
 
End of Study 
 
 
  



Joshua 10 
Joshua 10:1-43 
 
Joshua 10:12 Then Joshua spoke to the LORD in the day when the LORD delivered up the Amorites before the 
children of Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel: “Sun, stand still over Gibeon; And Moon, in the Valley of 
Aijalon.”  
Joshua 10:13 So the sun stood still, And the moon stopped, Till the people had revenge Upon their enemies. Is 
this not written in the Book of Jasher? So the sun stood still in the midst of heaven, and did not hasten to go 
down for about a whole day.  
Joshua 10:14 And there has been no day like that, before it or after it, that the LORD heeded the voice of a man; 
for the LORD fought for Israel.  
 
Summary Theme of the Book of Joshua 
The theme of this book, the theme of these 24 chapters, the theme of Joshua’s life, and the theme for your life 
today…. 
Joshua 1:3 (NKJV) 3 Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given you, as I said to Moses.  
 

Look at the Map 
Look at the map of the land that is being given, and God is saying every step is yours already, I have given it to you 
already. 
 
Sound Familiar – Every Spiritual Blessing 
Does this sound familiar?  It sound just like Ephesians 1:3, which is the promise of God to us His children, to give us 
the abundant life that is not just promised to us, but desired for us.  Why do I say it like that, is that although it is 
promised to us, it is given to us already, but it is not yours until you possess it. 
Ephesians 1:3 (NKJV) 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places in Christ,  

 
Blessing means - Bounty/Spiritual Prosperity 
When you see that word blessing in the bible, it means “bountiful, prosperous, abundance”, and so what the 
promise is, is for us to have “spiritual prosperity, spiritual abundance, to have a bounty and harvest of the spiritual 
things, the things of God, the things promised in His Word”. 
 
The Zoe Life – the Abundant Life 
How fitting for us coming off of our study through the Book of John, as God’s desire for us is to have the “zoe” life, 
which is the abundant life, the God life, the life that Jesus lived when He walked this earth, and it is the life the 
apostles will live in the Book of Acts.  God wants us to have a life beyond the life this world can offer us, He wants 
us to have and live this abundant God-Life, receiving all His spiritual blessings right now, today, not tomorrow, not 
next year, not a decade from now, and surely not waiting until we die and go to heaven, but today!  Jesus did not 
come to just save us, but that after salvation we may live an abundant life! 
John 10:10 (NKJV) 10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life (zoe), and that they 
may have it more abundantly.  
 
John 20:30–31 (NKJV) 30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these are 
written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life (zoe) in His name.  

 
The Victorious Christian Life / Do You Want the Victorious Christian Life – The God Life 
God wants us living the victorious Christian life today!  Joshua will be a book of war, a book of battles, a book of 
taking ground, a book of God leading them and bring them into victory.  Do you want to live the victorious 
Christian life?  Do you want to live the abundant life that God desires for you today, right now, this very moment?  
You can leave here today by taking that first step that says “yes Lord let’s do this”. 
 

Joshua – Written as Examples (Romans 15 & 1st Corinthians 10) 
We are told in Romans 15, 1st Corinthians 10, the things that were written are written for our examples, 
admonition, and we can gather real life experiences, real life pictures that we can apply to our life here today.  The 



Book of Joshua is a book written for us to see how we can claim our spiritual inheritance, how we can live the 
victorious Christian life,  
Romans 15:4 (NKJV) 4 For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the 
Scriptures might have hope.  
 
1 Corinthians 10:11 (NKJV) 11 Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for our admonition, upon whom the 
ends of the ages have come.  

 
The Great Lengths God will go to – To Give us this Abundant Victorious Christian Life 
In our chapter today we will see the great lengths God will go to for His people to bring them into and give them 
the abundant, victorious, Christian.  He will stop the whole world if need be, just for you, and He literally does that 
in the passage before.  Let’s see all the words the Lord has for us today in this wonderful chapter. 
 
Joshua 10:1 Now it came to pass when Adoni-Zedek king of Jerusalem heard how Joshua had taken Ai and had 
utterly destroyed it—as he had done to Jericho and its king, so he had done to Ai and its king—and how the 
inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace with Israel and were among them,  
Joshua 10:2 that they feared greatly, because Gibeon was a great city, like one of the royal cities, and because it 
was greater than Ai, and all its men were mighty.  
Joshua 10:3 Therefore Adoni-Zedek king of Jerusalem sent to Hoham king of Hebron, Piram king of Jarmuth, 
Japhia king of Lachish, and Debir king of Eglon, saying,  
Joshua 10:4 “Come up to me and help me, that we may attack Gibeon, for it has made peace with Joshua and 
with the children of Israel.”  
Joshua 10:5 Therefore the five kings of the Amorites, the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of 
Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the king of Eglon, gathered together and went up, they and all their armies, 
and camped before Gibeon and made war against it.  
 
Enemy Fears – But does not Retreat 
They feared greatly: The enemies of Israel feared greatly, but like our spiritual enemies, they do not retreat when 
they are afraid, but launch attacks that are even more bold, as a wild animal might fight when it feels attacked.  
Though they are afraid, they are still clever. Afraid to attack Israel directly, they attack their vassals the Gibeonites. 
 
Who put their Armor On Today? / No Days Off 
So who put their armor on this morning (that is a trick question), as we should never take it off.  So once again, 
another chapter we see there is no days off from the spiritual warfare of a believer.   
 
Teach them a Lesson / Commit Yourself to Christ – You Just Declared War Against the Devil 
So this king is gathering the other kings to go fight against the Gibeonites to teach them a lesson and to make them 
an example to the other cities and kings, if you make an alliance with Israel we will come and destroy you.  So we 
see an insight that the Lord gives us about our enemy the Devil, and that is if you, once you, make a covenant to be 
with the believers of God, to bow down to Him and serve Him, which means also serving His people, you have just 
declared was against the Devil.  It is an exciting life though, beats watching television. 
 
Joshua 10:6 And the men of Gibeon sent to Joshua at the camp at Gilgal, saying, “Do not forsake your servants; 
come up to us quickly, save us and help us, for all the kings of the Amorites who dwell in the mountains have 
gathered together against us.”  
Joshua 10:7 So Joshua ascended from Gilgal, he and all the people of war with him, and all the mighty men of 
valor.  
 
Bad Vow – Easy Solution / Joshua still Man of his Word 
We saw that in Joshua 9, Joshua, the leaders of Israel, and all the people of Israel knew they made a bad vow to 
the Gibeonites, yet they did not turn their backs on that vow.  But here, we see Joshua and the leaders of Israel 
going a step further. Allowing these Canaanite kings to wipe out the Gibeonites would have been a convenient way 
to get out of a vow that should not have been made, but they will have none of it. 
 



It is so Refreshing – Still People of the Word / Nobody has to Follow-up On Your Word 
It is so refreshing to see men and woman of their word today, people who don’t change their word based on their 
mood, convenience or inconvenience, but simply I said it and now I will live it.  Apply that in the workplace, let 
people know if you said it will be done and no boss has to follow-up with you to see that you did what you said you 
were going to do.  In the ministry, if you sign-up, show up.  In your home, that everyone knows your word is your 
word; and this is important to you working mom’s and dad’s that every night does end with you saying “sorry I 
know I said we were going to do this, but I had to work late”.  Yes that will happen on occasion, and when it does 
explain it, but make it a rare exception.  I like the one boss I had 10 years ago, he would say Ray I expect you to be 
at all you con’s practices and games and school plays, but I also expect you to have all your work done and ready 
by 7am the next day.  So if I had to come back in at 9pm when everyone went to bed, or come in at 5 am before 
everyone came in, I did what needed to be done to be a father and a provider. 
Matthew 5:33–37 (NKJV) 33 “Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but shall perform your oaths to 
the Lord.’ 34 But I say to you, do not swear at all: neither by heaven, for it is God’s throne; 35 nor by the earth, for it is His footstool; nor by 
Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36 Nor shall you swear by your head, because you cannot make one hair white or black. 37 But let 
your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,’ and your ‘No,’ ‘No.’ For whatever is more than these is from the evil one.  

 
Is Joshua making another Blunder – No / Don’t pray About Repenting - Repent 
Now, is Joshua making another blunder here by not seeking the Lord first and asking if he should go to war?  The 
answer is no.  The covenant made with the Gibeonites would have included protecting them.  Going to protect 
them is a given, getting the battle plan from God would be what needs to be sought from the Lord, to which we 
will see the Lord talking to Joshua in the next verse.  But back to get up and get ready for war…… that didn’t need 
to be prayed about, that was part of the oath.  So too it is for you and me, there are just somethings that don’t 
need to be prayed about, they just need to be done, for they are part of the oath. 

• We don’t need to pray about repenting, we just need to repent 

• We don’t need to pray about giving, we just need to give 

• You don’t need to pray about loving your wife, you just need to get up and love your wife. 

• We don’t need to pray about whether to serve, we need only to pray about where to serve 

• We don’t need to pray about breaking that unequally yoked relationship off, we just need to break it off. 

• We don’t need to pray about whether to evangelize, we need only to pray for the boldness to. 

• And……. Don’t pray about praying, don’t read another book on how to pray, just pray! 
 
Joshua 10:8 And the LORD said to Joshua, “Do not fear them, for I have delivered them into your hand; not a man 
of them shall stand before you.”  
 
Joshua Rescues – So our Jesus Rescues Us / Jesus Faithful – Even when we are Faithless 
As a picture of Jesus, Joshua set out to rescue the very people who had lied to him and were now far from him. 
Jesus comes to our rescue when we are undeserving and unworthy because, even though we are faithless, He is 
faithful still (2 Timothy 2:13). 
2 Timothy 2:13 (NKJV) 13 If we are faithless, He remains faithful; He cannot deny Himself.  

  
Fear Not Joshua (5 against 1) / Fear cripples Us – But God says “Fear Not” / Tuesday Prayer Meeting 
This is a command. Though Joshua has reason to fear because Israel faces a confederation of five kings, God 
commands Joshua to not fear his enemies.  We can cripple our ability to fight God’s battles through our fear. 
Though we might face strong enemies, we are commanded to not fear.  I love our Tuesday night prayer meeting, 
because we spend the largest amount of time seeking God’s face rather than His hand, and we spend the most 
time just praising His power, His love, His reign over the universe and our lives, that I can’t tell you how many times 
I went in discouraged and anxious, and left with peace and power that my God is God! 
2 Timothy 1:7 (NKJV) 7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.  

 
 
 
 
 



Joshua 10:9 Joshua therefore came upon them suddenly, having marched all night from Gilgal.  
 
Having God’s Assurance – Joshua does not Sit Back – but Goes for It / God draws us Into Partnership 
Having the assurance of God’s promise (Joshua 10:8), Joshua did not sit back to passively watch God work without 
his participation. He went to great effort to participate with the work and will of God.  Having marched all night 
from Gilgal: This took hard work and initiative on Joshua’s part. The march from Gilgal to Gibeon involved a climb 
of 4,000 feet, and the distance was about twenty miles, taking eight to ten hours of hard marching, all through the 
night.  God does His work, but He draws us into working with Him. Often God waits to see our initiative, our 
willingness to be a partner with Him, before He does what only He can do.  This is not the idea that “God helps 
those who help themselves.” The idea is “God wants to draw His people into partnership with Him in seeing His 
work done.” 
 
We Can’t Make Ministry Happen – But must be Place for it to Happen 
I have often said, we can’t make ministry happen apart from Him, but we have to put ourselves in a place for 
ministry to happen. 
 
Sometimes it is All Up Hill 
But just note here, ahh yes Lord I am partnering with you, I am responding immediately, isn’t this exciting, I can’t 
wait to see you work; but then we find ourselves in what feels like an all-night march, uphill at that!  They are 
going uphill nearly the whole way, Gibeon is at 4,000 feet and Joshua is coming from near sea level.  Sometimes 
that is just the way it is going to be, and thus we need to remember this story as an example, sometimes I got a lot 
of work to do just to get to the fight, sometimes I have to fight just to get to the fight. 
 
Joshua 10:10 So the LORD routed them before Israel, killed them with a great slaughter at Gibeon, chased them 
along the road that goes to Beth Horon, and struck them down as far as Azekah and Makkedah.  
 
Five kings Make it Easy to Whip in the Open / God turned Joshua’s Blunder into a Blessing 
Why did God allow five powerful kings to attack the Gibeonites? Because in this single battle, Israel would be able 
to wipe out all five of them. All five came out into the opening, and not behind their walled city, they made 
themselves open targets.  Yes, it was a big mistake for Joshua to have relied on his own wisdom. Yes, it was a big 
mistake for Joshua to have signed a treaty with the Gibeonites. But the God he served was able to turn his blunder 
into a blessing. And He does the same for us. 
 
Romans 8:28 / Don’t Quit 
So we see before us Romans 8:28, as the Lord will take a blunder and work it out for good.  Too often Christians 
want to quit and give up after they blow it, where if we only just believe Romans 8:28, and that God loves us that 
much that He can turn blunders into blessings.  Yes there may be some pain and heartache along the way, but you 
have to out last those and wait and trust He is true to His Word. 
Romans 8:28 (NKJV) 28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His 
purpose.  

 
Great Example to the Gibeonites 
So Joshua comes, and the Lord whips these five kings and the Gibeonites are rescued.  So, as we closed our study 
last week, we saw that in the future the Gibeonites will have some great men and great moments, even though 
they began as idol worshippers, to which I would say once they saw this battle for their own eyes, many became 
believers, and they knew the awe of God, and knew His power, and thus bow before Him.  Too bad the other kings 
didn’t humble themselves the same. 

• Gibeon becomes a priestly city; the Ark of the Covenant stayed at Gibeon often in the days of David and 
Solomon (1 Chronicles 16:39–40 and 21:29). 

• At least one of David’s mighty men was a Gibeonite (1 Chronicles 12:4). 

• God spoke to Solomon at Gibeon (1 Kings 3:4). 

• Gibeonites were among those who rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem with Nehemiah (Nehemiah 3:7 and 
7:25). 



• Prophets such as Hananiah the son of Azur came from Gibeon (Jeremiah 28:1). 
 
Joshua 10:11 And it happened, as they fled before Israel and were on the descent of Beth Horon, that the LORD 
cast down large hailstones from heaven on them as far as Azekah, and they died. There were more who died 
from the hailstones than the children of Israel killed with the sword.  
 
God uses their gods to Judge them 
The Canaanites, who worshipped nature deities (sun, moon, stars, wind, rain, etc), must have thought that their 
own gods were aiding the Israelites.”  God used their gods to judge them, to show them they were false, just as He 
had done in the plagues of Egypt’s as all of those plagues were gods that Egypt worshipped (like the Nile River, the 
frogs, , the earth god (lice), the flies, the bulls and cow god, boils (skin god), hail (sky god), locust (they had a god 
that protected them from locust), darkness (the sun god), firstborn (judgement against all their gods). 
 
Natural Event 
There are some bible critics who just say these was a natural phenomenon this hailstorm, and it wasn’t a miracle, 
to which I say ok it was a natural storm, but the miracle now is that not one of the children of Israel got killed by 
the hail. 
 
The Christian Life – is a Supernatural Life 
So, an amazing miracle, God moves the whole universe for Joshua and Israel, what He did was supernatural.  The 
Christian life is a supernatural life.  God will supply the supernatural, so we can possess every promise He has for 
us. 
 
Joshua 10:12 Then Joshua spoke to the LORD in the day when the LORD delivered up the Amorites before the 
children of Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel: “Sun, stand still over Gibeon; And Moon, in the Valley of 
Aijalon.”  
Joshua 10:13 So the sun stood still, And the moon stopped, Till the people had revenge Upon their enemies. Is 
this not written in the Book of Jasher? So the sun stood still in the midst of heaven, and did not hasten to go 
down for about a whole day.  
Joshua 10:14 And there has been no day like that, before it or after it, that the LORD heeded the voice of a man; 
for the LORD fought for Israel.  
 
Book is Lost / God knows What to Preserve 
Jasher was a book known to the people of the time, but is unavailable to us. The divine Editor knows what to 
preserve and what to delete. 
 
Sunrise – Just a Figure of Speech 
“We know that the sun doesn’t really move. We know it is the earth that revolves around the sun. So this is 
wrong,” scoffs the cynic. People sometimes get all upset about this verse, failing to realize that sunrises and 
sunsets are figures of speech we use to this day. 
 
Hebrew Language – Slow the Movement – Not Stop 
An Old Testament expert, Gleason L. Archer, points out that the phrase “hasted not to go down” in verse 13 
indicates “a retardation of the movement” and not a complete cessation. The sun and moon didn’t stand still 
permanently and then suddenly go down but were held back so that the daylight was lengthened. God stopped the 
sun and moon and then retarded the rotation of the planet so that the sun and moon set very slowly. Such a 
process would not create chaos all over the globe. 
 
Chuck Smith / Immanuel Velikovsky 
People say this is a ridiculous miracle and thus the bible is a fairytale, but it all boils down to your concept of God.  
If you believe that, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth,” then why should you have any 
problem with this?  If God is big enough to create this universe in which we dwell, of which we are a very small 
part, if God created this earth 8,000 miles in diameter at the equator, spun it at 1,000 miles per hour on its axis, 



protected it with a magnetic belt, placed it in an orbit around the sun some 93,000,000 miles away from the sun 
traveling at about (66,000 miles/hr, 1,100 miles /minute (so NYC to LA would take 3 minutes), 18 miles a second in 
its orbit so that it completes the orbit every 365 days, 5 hours, 40 minutes, 9 and 4/100ths of a second; if God 
could do all of that and keep the thing in time, in orbit, if God is big enough to do that, then surely He is big enough 
to stop/slow the thing in its spinning on its axis.  I find no problem or difficulty with that, that God should stop the 
earth in its spinning on its axis for a period of time, causing, then, the sun to stand still in position in the sky above 
the earth, and the moon to stay in the same position over the valley of Aijalon.  I do believe that this actually 
happened.  I don’t have a problem with it.  It’s a very simple thing for God to just stop/slowed the earth spinning, 
and then to flip it again and get it going once more. 
 
 The thing that I find quite amazing is the fact that the earth does continue to spin on its axis.  You would 
think that with the law of thermodynamics that the earth would gradually slow down on its spinning on its axis; 
that as we are spinning, surely there would be a slowing of the spinning.  Have you ever spun a top that the thing 
just kept going?  When I was a kid we used to have these gyroscopes.  You would pull the string and the things 
would balance on your fingers.  But gradually as it would slow down, it would take quite a long time - you could 
spin them and it would go for a long time, but as it would gradually slow down, the thing would begin to wobble, 
and then it would flip over and roll across the floor.  But how is it that the earth continues to spin?  What is the 
mechanism that God has used to cause it to continue to spin?   
 
 We do understand a little about the orbits, we understand the gravitational pull that pulls it in its orbit as 
it is constantly falling because we've been able to put rockets out in orbit and satellites out in orbit.  But the 
spinning -- fascinating! 
 
 Now, there are two books written by Immanuel Velikovsky in which he does not really endeavor to prove 
the correctness of the Biblical account but is seeking, rather, to prove a theory of his that the planet Venus was 
introduced into our solar system during the historic period of man.  And at the first it was a comet that came into 
our solar system: and its first approach near the earth took place some 52 years earlier-coinciding with the plagues 
on Egypt.  And then some 52 years later, the second time coming into our solar system: coming close to the earth, 
and as the result of the near approach to the earth, this electrical impulse that went between the two giant bodies, 
- and the electrical impulse, for a time, stopping the earth in its orbit.   
 
 But in his endeavor to prove the theory, he takes the historic records, the annals of the ancient peoples: 
the Indians here in Central America, the Chinese, the various islands of the Pacific - and he follows in their historic 
annals this long day of Joshua.  The day which, of course, was a long day there, which was a long pre-dawn here.  
According to the records of the Indians, there was that strange day in which the sun only came to the horizon and 
just hung at the horizon for a whole day without coming up.  Happening 52 years after these other phenomena of 
rocks, meteorite showers, in which we passed through the debris of this comet, which created much of the plagues 
of Egypt, according to his theory.  As a result they had a 52 year cycle, because it happened 52 years later, they 
were afraid that in another 52 years another calamity would take place.  And so it happened, that every 52 years 
they would have all of these sacrifices, and prayers, and religious rituals to plague off any further calamities to the 
earth.  And when nothing happened after that, then they thought it was because of all of their rituals, and the gods 
were appeased, and so forth.  But this began a 52 year massive type of a religious celebration. 
 
 Interesting to read: I find his writings fascinating because there is a lot of original thought to them, and I 
love original thought.  I love a man who dares to enter into some original thought.  And I found the book very 
fascinating, along with his book, Earth's In Upheaval, in which he is destroying completely the theory of 
uniformitarianism.   
 
 But God intervened and helped Joshua in the battle, causing the earth to stop for a time: its rotation on its 
axis, and thus, the sun standing still and the moon stopped in its position.  I love it.  I love the power of God.  Paul 
prayed for the Ephesians, "If you only knew the exceeding greatness of God's power towards us who believe."  If 
you only knew the power that is available to you, if you only knew God's power that is there for your health, surely 
sufficient for your need.  You know, I don't need much compared to stopping the earth's rotation on its axis, what I 



need is very small compared to that.  But if I have a God big enough to stop the earth's rotation on its axis, surely 
God can take care of my minuscule problems.  I don't have to worry about God being big enough, or strong 
enough, or powerful enough for me - surely He is able.   
Ephesians 1:15–22 (NKJV) 15 Therefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, 16 do not cease to give 

thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers: 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of 
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, 18 the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His 
calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who 
believe, according to the working of His mighty power 20 which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His 
right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this 
age but also in that which is to come. 22 And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church,  

 
To make this Happen – Set in Motion 180 years 
Yet there is still the unmistakable element of the miraculous in this story—for God would have had to set this plan 
in motion one hundred and eighty years in advance in order for the longest day to be the very one on which Joshua 
prayed. In Jeremiah 32, we hear the Lord say, “I am the Lord. Is there anything too hard for Me?” The Psalmist 
declares, “The day is Thine and the night is Thine also” (Psalm 74:16). Day and night are God’s. He is the Creator, 
Sustainer, and Maintainer. He can do whatever He wants with any given day—seen nowhere more clearly than in 
Joshua 10.   
 
God Responding to Your Prayer / May we Call – May we Ask 
God is responding to your prayer days, weeks, months, years, decades, maybe even before you are born to answer 
the prayer you are asking today.  He loves you, He is passionate for you, you are precious in His sight….. oh saint of 
God I don’t understand this whole dynamic of sovereign God and man calling out to Him, I only know He says call 
to Me and I will answer, come to Me and I will give to you.  So may we call and may we ask. 
Jeremiah 33:3 (NKJV) 3 ‘Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you do not know.’  
 
Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  
 
Matthew 7:7 (NKJV) 7 “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.  

 
God will stop the World for You 
Christian, God will stop the world for you, to bring to pass what He desires for you to come into the abundant 
Christian life.  What is your responsibility?  …………….. let’s look at verse 15. 
 
Joshua 10:15 Then Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, to the camp at Gilgal.  
 
Odd Place for Summary 
This is an odd place to summarize the whole day, it is at the very end of the day that they return to Gilgal, but the 
writer places it here (and then again at the end), it is almost like an afterthought if you would of Joshua doing his 
mop-up operations of this battle; to which I guess it is when you see the sun stand still, everything else was small 
stuff. 
 
Joshua – Believes the Word / Did His Best / Called on God / Spoke in Faith 
In this vignette, we see Joshua doing four things that not only elongated his day but that also ensured his victory.  

• First, we see Joshua believing God’s Word. In verse 8, God told Joshua that He would give him victory. And 
Joshua acted on that promise. We can do the same concerning the three thousand-plus promises given to 
us in the Word. 

• Secondly, Joshua did his best. He traveled quickly all night to reach the Gibeonites. Because faith without 
works is dead (James 2:20), the Lord expects me to partner with Him in getting the job done. A lot of 
people believe a Scripture, but never stay up all night and march out to see it come to pass.  What we see 
is the relationship and intersection between the human and the divine, which is beyond our ability to ever 
fully comprehend. 

• Thirdly, in verse 12, Joshua called on God. “Without Me,” Jesus said, “you can do nothing” (John 15:5). 
And James echoes that we have not because we ask not (James 4:2). 



• Finally, Joshua spoke in faith. It was in the midst of all the congregation that he said, “Sun, stand still. And 
moon, stay.”  This is where the rubber meets the road for me. You see, it’s one thing to believe the Word, 
to do my best, and to pray. It’s another to go on record before my family or the congregation and say, 
“The victory is won.” That is why the Bible says it’s not enough to believe in your heart to be saved. It’s 
not enough to raise your hand. It’s not enough to come forward. Salvation comes to the one who believes 
in his heart and confesses with his mouth (Romans 10:9, 10). We have to go on record in the sight of 
heaven and in the ears of hell not only concerning our salvation, but concerning anything over which we 
want victory.  Why don’t we go on record? Because we’re afraid of failure. And fear is the opposite of 
faith. Without faith it is impossible to please God (Hebrews 11:6). Therefore, there comes a moment, a 
day when we must go on record and exercise our faith verbally. That’s when we’re saved. That’s when 
things happen. 

James 2:20 (NKJV) 20 But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead?  

 
Joshua 10:16 But these five kings had fled and hidden themselves in a cave at Makkedah.  
Joshua 10:17 And it was told Joshua, saying, “The five kings have been found hidden in the cave at Makkedah.”  
Joshua 10:18 So Joshua said, “Roll large stones against the mouth of the cave, and set men by it to guard them.  
Joshua 10:19 And do not stay there yourselves, but pursue your enemies, and attack their rear guard. Do not 
allow them to enter their cities, for the LORD your God has delivered them into your hand.”  
Joshua 10:20 Then it happened, while Joshua and the children of Israel made an end of slaying them with a very 
great slaughter, till they had finished, that those who escaped entered fortified cities.  
Joshua 10:21 And all the people returned to the camp, to Joshua at Makkedah, in peace. No one moved his 
tongue against any of the children of Israel.  
 
Book Revelation Correlation 
The leader of this group, the king of Jerusalem, is an interesting figure. His name, Adoni-Zedek means Lord of 
Righteousness, though we see him as really the opposite of the Lord of Righteousness. If anything, he represents 
the Anti-Christ, set against Joshua’s representation of Jesus Christ (1–5).  If Adoni-Zedek (the false Lord of 
Righteousness) represents the Antichrist, we are even more interested to find that he leads many nations against  
Joshua and the children of Israel. 
 
Revelation 6:15-16 
We have another striking similarity with the Book of Revelation. Not only does a false “Lord of Righteousness” 
(Adoni-Zedek) lead a group of nations against Joshua, who has come to possess the land; but also, in the midst of 
their defeat, the kings hide in caves in fear of the conquering Joshua (Revelation 6:15–16). 
Revelation 6:15–16 (NKJV) 15 And the kings of the earth, the great men, the rich men, the commanders, the mighty men, every slave and every 
free man, hid themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the mountains, 16 and said to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the 
face of Him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb!  

 
The Church Should be Feared – God will Conquer 
Just like Israel, the church should be feared in the sense that it should be a place where people know God will 
conquer them. They should have the idea “Well, if I keep coming here, God is going to conquer me. I’ll have to 
submit my life to Him.” Too many churches present a “harmless” God who demands no surrender from His people. 
 
Joshua 10:22 Then Joshua said, “Open the mouth of the cave, and bring out those five kings to me from the 
cave.”  
Joshua 10:23 And they did so, and brought out those five kings to him from the cave: the king of Jerusalem, the 
king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the king of Eglon.  
Joshua 10:24 So it was, when they brought out those kings to Joshua, that Joshua called for all the men of Israel, 
and said to the captains of the men of war who went with him, “Come near, put your feet on the necks of these 
kings.” And they drew near and put their feet on their necks.  
Joshua 10:25 Then Joshua said to them, “Do not be afraid, nor be dismayed; be strong and of good courage, for 
thus the LORD will do to all your enemies against whom you fight.”  



Joshua 10:26 And afterward Joshua struck them and killed them, and hanged them on five trees; and they were 
hanging on the trees until evening.  
Joshua 10:27 So it was at the time of the going down of the sun that Joshua commanded, and they took them 
down from the trees, cast them into the cave where they had been hidden, and laid large stones against the 
cave’s mouth, which remain until this very day.  
 
No Treaties with the Enemies 
The Canaanite kings were executed. Joshua wants to make it clear that there can be absolutely no accommodation 
with these Canaanite kings. After this pattern, we can allow no place in our lives to our spiritual enemies. All the 
ground belongs to Jesus, and must be taken for Him. 
 
Chp 1 Fear Not – Now Joshua Transfers what he Has Experienced 
In chapter 1, God said to Joshua, “Fear not, but be strong and of good courage.” And now, as time goes on, Joshua, 
who has lived this out, is now telling those with him not to be afraid. Because Joshua had seen God do exactly 
what He promised, he could teach with authority that which he had experienced personally. The best things to 
teach your kids are the things you’ve found to be true in your own life. The best thing to share in Sunday school or 
in a Bible study are the things you yourself have experienced. What have you lived out? What have you been 
through? What’s real to you personally? That’s where the power is because that’s where the Word becomes 
incarnational, tangible, touchable. 
1 John 1:1–4 (NKJV) 1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, 
and our hands have handled, concerning the Word of life—2 the life was manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and declare to you 
that eternal life which was with the Father and was manifested to us—3 that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also 
may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. 4 And these things we write to you that 
your joy may be full.  
 

The Southern Conquest 
Joshua 10:28 On that day Joshua took Makkedah, and struck it and its king with the edge of the sword. He 
utterly destroyed them—all the people who were in it. He let none remain. He also did to the king of Makkedah 
as he had done to the king of Jericho.  
Joshua 10:29 Then Joshua passed from Makkedah, and all Israel with him, to Libnah; and they fought against 
Libnah.  
Joshua 10:30 And the LORD also delivered it and its king into the hand of Israel; he struck it and all the people 
who were in it with the edge of the sword. He let none remain in it, but did to its king as he had done to the king 
of Jericho.  
Joshua 10:31 Then Joshua passed from Libnah, and all Israel with him, to Lachish; and they encamped against it 
and fought against it.  
Joshua 10:32 And the LORD delivered Lachish into the hand of Israel, who took it on the second day, and struck it 
and all the people who were in it with the edge of the sword, according to all that he had done to Libnah.  
Joshua 10:33 Then Horam king of Gezer came up to help Lachish; and Joshua struck him and his people, until he 
left him none remaining.  
Joshua 10:34 From Lachish Joshua passed to Eglon, and all Israel with him; and they encamped against it and 
fought against it.  
Joshua 10:35 They took it on that day and struck it with the edge of the sword; all the people who were in it he 
utterly destroyed that day, according to all that he had done to Lachish.  
Joshua 10:36 So Joshua went up from Eglon, and all Israel with him, to Hebron; and they fought against it.  
Joshua 10:37 And they took it and struck it with the edge of the sword—its king, all its cities, and all the people 
who were in it; he left none remaining, according to all that he had done to Eglon, but utterly destroyed it and 
all the people who were in it.  
Joshua 10:38 Then Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, to Debir; and they fought against it.  
Joshua 10:39 And he took it and its king and all its cities; they struck them with the edge of the sword and 
utterly destroyed all the people who were in it. He left none remaining; as he had done to Hebron, so he did to 
Debir and its king, as he had done also to Libnah and its king.  
 
 



Southern Campaign 
Conquest of the South completed [10:28–43] 

• The fall of the Canaanite city of Makkedah (28) 

• The fall of the Canaanite city of Libnah (29–30) 

• The fall of the Canaanite city of Lachish (31–33) 
• The fall of the Canaanite city of Eglon (34–35) 

• The fall of the Canaanite city of Hebron (36–37) 

• The fall of the Canaanite city of Debir (38–39) 
 
Utterly Destroy 
As we have continually seen, the Lord’s word for us to utterly destroy anything that keeps us and gets in the way of 
us laying hold of all the spiritual promises and blessings the Lord desires for us. 
Joshua 2:10 (NKJV) 10 For we have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did 
to the two kings of the Amorites who were on the other side of the Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom you utterly destroyed.  
 
Joshua 6:21 (NKJV) 21 And they utterly destroyed all that was in the city, both man and woman, young and old, ox and sheep and donkey, with 
the edge of the sword.  
 
Joshua 8:26 (NKJV) 26 For Joshua did not draw back his hand, with which he stretched out the spear, until he had utterly destroyed all the 
inhabitants of Ai.  
 
Joshua 10:1 (NKJV) 1 Now it came to pass when Adoni-Zedek king of Jerusalem heard how Joshua had taken Ai and had utterly destroyed it—as 
he had done to Jericho and its king, so he had done to Ai and its king—and how the inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace with Israel and were 
among them,  
 
Joshua 10:28 (NKJV) 28 On that day Joshua took Makkedah, and struck it and its king with the edge of the sword. He utterly destroyed them—all 
the people who were in it. He let none remain. He also did to the king of Makkedah as he had done to the king of Jericho.  
 
Joshua 10:35 (NKJV) 35 They took it on that day and struck it with the edge of the sword; all the people who were in it he utterly destroyed that 
day, according to all that he had done to Lachish.  
 
Joshua 10:37 (NKJV) 37 And they took it and struck it with the edge of the sword—its king, all its cities, and all the people who were in it; he left 
none remaining, according to all that he had done to Eglon, but utterly destroyed it and all the people who were in it.  
 
Joshua 10:39 (NKJV) 39 And he took it and its king and all its cities; they struck them with the edge of the sword and utterly destroyed all the 
people who were in it. He left none remaining; as he had done to Hebron, so he did to Debir and its king, as he had done also to Libnah and its 
king.  
 
Joshua 10:40 (NKJV) 40 So Joshua conquered all the land: the mountain country and the South and the lowland and the wilderness slopes, and all 
their kings; he left none remaining, but utterly destroyed all that breathed, as the LORD God of Israel had commanded.  
 

Joshua 11:11 (NKJV) 11 And they struck all the people who were in it with the edge of the sword, utterly destroying them. There was none left 
breathing. Then he burned Hazor with fire.  
 
Joshua 11:12 (NKJV) 12 So all the cities of those kings, and all their kings, Joshua took and struck with the edge of the sword. He utterly destroyed 
them, as Moses the servant of the LORD had commanded.  
 
Joshua 11:20 (NKJV) 20 For it was of the LORD to harden their hearts, that they should come against Israel in battle, that He might utterly destroy 
them, and that they might receive no mercy, but that He might destroy them, as the LORD had commanded Moses.  
 
Joshua 11:21 (NKJV) 21 And at that time Joshua came and cut off the Anakim from the mountains: from Hebron, from Debir, from Anab, from all 
the mountains of Judah, and from all the mountains of Israel; Joshua utterly destroyed them with their cities.  
 
Joshua 17:13 (NKJV) 13 And it happened, when the children of Israel grew strong, that they put the Canaanites to forced labor, but did not utterly 
drive them out.  

 
Joshua 10:40 So Joshua conquered all the land: the mountain country and the South and the lowland and the 
wilderness slopes, and all their kings; he left none remaining, but utterly destroyed all that breathed, as the LORD 
God of Israel had commanded.  
Joshua 10:41 And Joshua conquered them from Kadesh Barnea as far as Gaza, and all the country of Goshen, 
even as far as Gibeon.  



Joshua 10:42 All these kings and their land Joshua took at one time, because the LORD God of Israel fought for 
Israel.  
Joshua 10:43 Then Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, to the camp at Gilgal.  
 
Summary of Southern Conquest 
Verses 40-43, is a summary of the conquest of the Southern Canaanite Kingdoms.  Gibeon to Goshen is about 200 
miles. Gibeon to Kadesh is about 150 miles.  This is a vast military campaign when you consider it is all foot 
marching. 
 
Joshua Divides the Country with a Sword – We have Our Sword too (The Word of God) 
With the conquest of Jericho, Ai, and the five kings confederated against Gibeon, the country had been split in two 
in this northern campaign. After dividing the land, Joshua went south, smiting the cities there with the edge of the 
sword. Joshua smote his enemies with a single-edged sword. We, however, have the double-edged sword of the 
Word with which to wage war against the sin that so easily besets us (Hebrews 4:12). 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

 
40 Years Earlier failed at Kadesh-barnea 
It was at Kadesh-barnea that the children of Israel had lost heart and lacked faith forty years earlier. Now they’re 
at Kadesh-barnea again—this time experiencing victory. 
Numbers 32:6–13 (NKJV) 6 And Moses said to the children of Gad and to the children of Reuben: “Shall your brethren go to war while you sit 
here? 7 Now why will you discourage the heart of the children of Israel from going over into the land which the LORD has given them? 8 Thus your 
fathers did when I sent them away from Kadesh Barnea to see the land. 9 For when they went up to the Valley of Eshcol and saw the land, they 
discouraged the heart of the children of Israel, so that they did not go into the land which the LORD had given them. 10 So the LORD’s anger was 
aroused on that day, and He swore an oath, saying, 11 ‘Surely none of the men who came up from Egypt, from twenty years old and above, shall 
see the land of which I swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, because they have not wholly followed Me, 12 except Caleb the son of Jephunneh, 
the Kenizzite, and Joshua the son of Nun, for they have wholly followed the LORD.’ 13 So the LORD’s anger was aroused against Israel, and He 
made them wander in the wilderness forty years, until all the generation that had done evil in the sight of the LORD was gone.  

 
Names have Meaning 
I always like to research the meaning of names, as they have meanings for a purpose to help unlock more of the 
heart of the passage.  Here are some meanings (name / city): 

• Adoni-Zedek king of Jerusalem – Lord is righteous / teaching of peace 

• Hoham king of Hebron, - whom Jehovah impales / association 

• Piram king of Jarmuth, - like a wild ass / heights 

• Japhia king of Lachish, - shinning / invincible 

• Debir king of Eglon,- sanctuary / calf-like 

• Makkedah – place of shepherds 

• Libnah, - pavement 

• Lachish - invincible 
• Horam king of Gezer – exalted / portion 

• Kadesh Barnea - holy 

• Gaza – the strong 

• Goshen – drawing near 
 
God Conquers All 
God conquers all, He conquers the imitators (self-righteousness, fake peace, the false shepherds of the world), He 
conquerors the lies of an angry God ready to impale us at our next failings, he conquerors our wildness and 
foolishness, he conquerors what looks like it is impenetrable, invincible, hard as pavement and impossible to break 
through, He conquers what seems to be exalted above us.  And what does He give us to possess, “holiness, 
strength, and drawing near into His presence”.  It is worth the fight Christian soldier, march on, all night if need be, 
but press onward and upward to the high calling of God. 
Philippians 3:12–14 (NKJV) 12 Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which 
Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. 13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which 



are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, 14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ 
Jesus.  

 

Response 
Come to Throne of Grace 
So now come to the throne of grace and spend time with the Lord, ask Him take this word and work it into your 
life. 
Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
Joshua 9 Prayer Guide 

• Reverence – What do we see about our Great God? 

• Response – How do I respond to all that He is? 

• Requests – What can I boldly request from Him based on this? 

• Readiness – What do a need to be on-guard against when I leave here today? 

• Reverence – How great is Our God? 
 
End of Study 
 
  



Joshua 11 
Joshua 11:1-23 
 
Having the Victorious Christian Life 
So we continual on in our study on how to have the victorious Christian life 
 
Joshua 11:1 And it came to pass, when Jabin king of Hazor heard these things, that he sent to Jobab king of 
Madon, to the king of Shimron, to the king of Achshaph,  
Joshua 11:2 and to the kings who were from the north, in the mountains, in the plain south of Chinneroth, in the 
lowland, and in the heights of Dor on the west,  
Joshua 11:3 to the Canaanites in the east and in the west, the Amorite, the Hittite, the Perizzite, the Jebusite in 
the mountains, and the Hivite below Hermon in the land of Mizpah.  
 
Enemy will not Stand for Your Progress of taking Ground 
And it came to pass when Jabin heard these things – the enemy will not stand for your progress.  Once the enemy 
hears you are taking ground, not just claiming promises but taking hold of them and experiencing them, the enemy 
is coming. 
 
Now the North / Kings Unite even though they Hate Other 
Joshua has taken the mid-section, and the south, and now the kings of the north are gathering forces to come fight 
Joshua and the army of Israel.  Like the kings of the south, these kings of the north hate each other, but gather 
together to fight a common foe….. Israel. 
 
Also called Sea of Galille 
Meaning “harp” Chinneroth appears in Scripture again and again. It’s another name for the harp-shaped Sea of 
Galilee, the Sea of Tiberius, also Sea of Gesserant. 
 
Joshua 11:4 So they went out, they and all their armies with them, as many people as the sand that is on the 
seashore in multitude, with very many horses and chariots.  
Joshua 11:5 And when all these kings had met together, they came and camped together at the waters of 
Merom to fight against Israel.  
 
Josephus – 300K Infantryman – 10K Calvary – 20K Chariots 
Led by Jabin, king of Hazor, a massive coalition was formed among the kings of the northern region. The historian 
Josephus tells us this coalition numbered 300,000 infantrymen, 10,000 cavalrymen, and 20,000 chariots. Chariots 
being like tanks in those days, this was a formidable army indeed. 
 
Israel Outgunned – How think it will End / Why do we Fret / Romans 8:28 
Israel has no chariots (tanks), no cavalry (that is like quick strike F-16 fighter jets), they have swords 
……………………….. has anyone here not ever read the chapter?  How do you think its going to end?  They don’t have 
tanks and fighter jets, they only have God…… who do you think is going to win?  Why do we fret, why do we doubt, 
that somehow when it comes to personal holiness that we could ever lose.  What does our brother Paul say?  Do 
you really believe that? 
Romans 8:31 (NKJV) 31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?  

 
John 20:20 / 4by4 
I love John 20:20, when I am having a hard time seeing, and understanding what is going on in my life and the 
world around me, I go back to John 20:20, and I see with absolute clarity.  John 20:20 is first day of the 
resurrection, the disciples are cowering behind closed doors in fear of the Jews coming to do to them what they 
did to Jesus.  But Jesus shows up, says peace be with you, and then….. He showed them His hands and His side, and 
it says they were glad.  When fearful and wondering what is going on in your world, go back to the cross and see 
your Lord, see His nail scarred marks, and everything will come into focus, my God loves me so much He went to 
the cross for me, I know He cares for me.  And another one I like to remember when I am fearful, is 1 John 4:4, and 



that is that sometimes I need to smack the devil with a 4by4, just remembering he is a defeated foe and my God 
whipped him. 
John 20:20 (NKJV) 20 When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord.  

 
1 John 4:4 (NKJV) 4 You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.  

 
Joshua 11:6 But the LORD said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid because of them, for tomorrow about this time I will 
deliver all of them slain before Israel. You shall hamstring their horses and burn their chariots with fire.”  
 
Ever Feel Outgunned – Then Open the Beautiful Word / Get up with Power and Confidence 
The Lord spoke…………… 
Ever feel outnumbered, overburdened, defeat was imminent, then you open your Bible, or drop to your knees and 
pray, and then boom, God speaks to you a word.  Then you get up with confidence, knowing the victory is coming. 
 
John Piper Quote 
As John Piper says, “Until you know that life is war you cannot know what prayer is for.” 
 
About this Time Tomorrow – After my Coffee / God is Not Pacing / No need for Us to Pace 
About this time tomorrow I will deliver them – I would be like well Lord could you be a little more precise of 
exactly what time, I would feel a whole lot more comfortable if I knew exactly.  God is like, well we will see what 
time I finish My morning coffee, breakfast, checking My emails and prayer requests.  300,000 infantry, 20,000 
chariots, and 10,000 cavalry, I’m not sweeting it.  God is not pacing heaven, God is not stressing, God got this.   
If God is not pacing, no need for us to be.   
 
Joshua 11:7 So Joshua and all the people of war with him came against them suddenly by the waters of Merom, 
and they attacked them.  
 
Notice – Nobody ever Attacks Joshua 
Joshua came suddenly – nobody ever attacks Joshua, it is Joshua who is always on the attack.  Romans 15:4, these 
things are written for our example, we should be a proactive force, not a continual reactionary force. 
 
Joshua 11:8 And the LORD delivered them into the hand of Israel, who defeated them and chased them to 
Greater Sidon, to the Brook Misrephoth, and to the Valley of Mizpah eastward; they attacked them until they 
left none of them remaining.  
Joshua 11:9 So Joshua did to them as the LORD had told him: he hamstrung their horses and burned their 
chariots with fire.  
 
Key for Battle – Obedience after the Victory / Be on Guard After Victory 
So here we see a most important aspect of spiritual warfare, and that is obedience after the victory, to do all that 
you committed and were directed to do by the Lord before the battle began.  We need to be on guard after a 
victory, because we can second-guess ourselves if that was really what God had spoken to us to do while we were 
laying a battle plan out in the beginning.  After the victory we have to follow through on the things the Lord spoke 
to us about in the midst of the trial; often times we see that we were too busy and distracted by the things of the 
world and we commit to dedicating more time to the Lord in prayer and the word (follow through Christian).  
Sometimes we learn something and we say we are going to pass that on to others and we commit to teaching 
Sunday school, or doing a prison ministry, serving at the feeding ministry, going on a mission trip, or sharing with 
that co-worker (follow through Christian).  A finish to the current battle is to follow through, and a key to a future 
victory is to follow through on the past vicitory. 
 
Why Hamstrung – Waste Great Assets / God knows the Human Heart – Trust in Things other than Him 
Why did God say hamstrung the horses and burn the chariots?  I would be thinking we should seize these assets to 
use for future battles.  God says no, because He created the human heart, and thus he knows the human heart, 
and our tendency is to trust in those things, rather than the Lord.  Do we ever do the same?  Oh if I only had more 



money all my worries would be gone.  If I could just get on that team, into that group, then all would be well.  We 
look and trust that something else is the answer, something we looking towards over Him. 
Psalm 20:7 (NKJV) 7 Some trust in chariots, and some in horses; But we will remember the name of the LORD our God.  
 
Isaiah 31:1 (NKJV) 1 Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help, And rely on horses, Who trust in chariots because they are many, And in 
horsemen because they are very strong, But who do not look to the Holy One of Israel, Nor seek the LORD!  
 
Psalm 33:17 (NKJV) 17 A horse is a vain hope for safety; Neither shall it deliver any by its great strength.  

 
Don’t Multiple Horses / Israel did Well without them 
According to Deuteronomy 17, kings were not to multiply horses for themselves. Why? Second Kings 23:11 links 
horses to the worship of the sun. As you read the history of the Jewish people, you see they did very well without 
horses… 

• At the Red Sea, the children lived while the Egyptians on horseback drowned (Exodus 14). 

• Deborah and Barak were victorious while Sisera’s chariots got stuck in the mud (Judges 4). 

• David was given victory over Hadadezer and his thousand horses (2 Samuel 8). 
We are not to trust in horses (Psalm 20:7). In this day of incredible technology, we must never think it is 
technology that will win the world or make an impact evangelistically. 
 
Joshua 11:10 Joshua turned back at that time and took Hazor, and struck its king with the sword; for Hazor was 
formerly the head of all those kingdoms.  
Joshua 11:11 And they struck all the people who were in it with the edge of the sword, utterly destroying them. 
There was none left breathing. Then he burned Hazor with fire.  
Joshua 11:12 So all the cities of those kings, and all their kings, Joshua took and struck with the edge of the 
sword. He utterly destroyed them, as Moses the servant of the LORD had commanded.  
Joshua 11:13 But as for the cities that stood on their mounds, Israel burned none of them, except Hazor only, 
which Joshua burned.  
Joshua 11:14 And all the spoil of these cities and the livestock, the children of Israel took as booty for 
themselves; but they struck every man with the edge of the sword until they had destroyed them, and they left 
none breathing.  
 
Archeology – Ashes in the Ruins 
The ruins of Hazor has been found and archeological digs have discovered? You guessed it, heaps of ruins with 
ashes in them.  Archeology proving the Bible true. 
 
Hazor Burned as Example / 200 Acres / Major Trade Route 
Hazor was head of all these cities.  It was the most prominent.  It was the largest, 200 acres in size according to 
historians, so compare that to Jericho which was 10 acres.  Hazor was a main trade route, it was the intersecting 
point through the whole region.  If you were coming from the north you would go down to Hazor before you 
would break east or west.  Why did Joshua destroy this one and not all the others?  I believe Joshau was making a 
statement to everyone coming through the land, as they came to the intersection of Hazor and saw the burnt 
remains they would know that nobody can defeat the Lord.  And, don’t bring you “stuff” in here either, we don’t 
want it, and we won’t stand for it, we see it we will burn it. 
 
Example to Israel – Don’t wear their Clothes and Watch their Shows 
God I believe was also giving a word to the children of Israel, when you come into the cities I have given you as an 
inheritance, remember Hazor. Burn Hazor with everything in it.  God is saying I don’t want you to wear their 
clothes, look at the idols they had in their closet, drink their wines they had in the cellar, watch their television 
shows, listen to their music, read their magazines and books, I want you to destroy all of it so you aren’t tempted.  
And so for the children of Israel (and to us) when you come into the cities I have given you as an inheritance, I want 
you to burn every last thing that is an offense to me, because it will become a stumbling block to you.  Burn it!  
Many Christians say well it is everywhere we go, you can’t escape it, to which I say “wrong”, you can escape it in 
your home and here in this church, by burning it, not tolerating even a hint of it in your home.  Burn it!  Do it for 
yourself, and do it for your children. 



 
Joshua 11:15 As the LORD had commanded Moses his servant, so Moses commanded Joshua, and so Joshua did. 
He left nothing undone of all that the LORD had commanded Moses.  
 
Joshua Left Nothing Undone – May that Be our Ending 
Joshua left nothing undone!  May that be the desire of heart, may that be the life we live, that at the end of life we 
hear the Lord say, “well done you left nothing undone of all that I commanded of you”. 
 
Trust and Obey 
The key to every victory, is obedience.  Joshua did all that the Lord commanded.  Trust and Obey, and you will have 
victory.  Jesus says that He who loves Me will keep my commandments.  Not talking salvation, and working 
towards salvation, but the key to victory is obedience. 
John 14:21 (NKJV) 21 He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, 
and I will love him and manifest Myself to him.”  

 
Joshua 11:16 Thus Joshua took all this land: the mountain country, all the South, all the land of Goshen, the 
lowland, and the Jordan plain—the mountains of Israel and its lowlands,  
Joshua 11:17 from Mount Halak and the ascent to Seir, even as far as Baal Gad in the Valley of Lebanon below 
Mount Hermon. He captured all their kings, and struck them down and killed them.  
Joshua 11:18 Joshua made war a long time with all those kings.  
 
War was 7 Years 
In this description of the northern campaign, we see the war continue. Given Caleb’s age, we know it would be a 
seven-year operation (some make a case for 5 years – point being it was a long time for warring). So, Joshua would 
spend seven years clearing out the enemy and taking control of the territory. This rings a bell prophetically, for this 
is exactly what our Greater than Joshua will do during the seven years of the Tribulation. 
 
Every Battle – New Need to Seek & Trust Lord 
Continual battles and what we see in this book is that each battle brought a new need, a unique need, to trust 
God.  How will obtain victory?  Trust and Obey.  Every battle required a new battle plan that required seeking the 
Lord for a new strategy. 
 
It is Long Battle – Don’t get Discouraged / Ray you just Immature / Philippians 1:6 
It is a long battle Christian, we will continually have battles.  But just know this Christian so you don’t become 
discouraged, it takes time to mature, they didn’t have their victory over night (and that is what it can seem to us as 
we read from page to page it seems they had victory over days not years).  It takes time to mature, so don’t get 
discouraged.  I remember when I had been saved for about two years, and I found myself tripping up, and I so 
defeated, I was ready to quit, just saying I am a big phony who am I kidding.  I said Lord what is it with me, what is 
wrong with me?  And it was one of those times where you look around to see if anyone else heard the audible 
voice of God, because it was so loud and clear; and He said to me, Ray you are just immature.  And the way He said 
it wasn’t a blow, it wasn’t harsh, but just a simple loving statement that I knew immediately what it meant when 
He said it.  He was simply saying, Ray it takes time to grow and mature.  He wasn’t mad or upset with me, He was 
gentle and patient with me.  I didn’t take that as an excuse to go sin, for I didn’t want to fail Him, or hurt me, but 
took those words to know……………. Philippians 1:6, He who began a good work in you will be faithful to complete 
it.  He will beloved, so keep on keeping on. 
Philippians 1:6 (NKJV) 6 being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus 
Christ;  

 
Paul 30 Years in Lord –Philippians 3 
The Apostle Paul, after about 30 years of being a Christian and 25 years in public ministry said he still hadn’t made 
it to the place he wanted to be, so hang in their loved one, God is working. 
Philippians 3:12–16 (NKJV) 12 Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which 
Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. 13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which 
are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, 14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ 



Jesus. 15 Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have this mind; and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal even this to you. 16 
Nevertheless, to the degree that we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us be of the same mind.  

 
Obedience & Time 
So we see two things we are to give God. Obedience and Time. 
 
Joshua 11:19 There was not a city that made peace with the children of Israel, except the Hivites, the inhabitants 
of Gibeon. All the others they took in battle.  
Joshua 11:20 For it was of the LORD to harden their hearts, that they should come against Israel in battle, that He 
might utterly destroy them, and that they might receive no mercy, but that He might destroy them, as the LORD 
had commanded Moses.  
 
400 Years to Repent – or Leave (Instead came to Fight) 
After giving them four hundred years to repent, God was at last determined to destroy the Canaanites. God was 
ever so patient and merciful with them, but they still would not repent, and not only not repent they came to fight 
against God.  Again, they could have left the land, but they refused to do that, and choose to fight God, and 
brought the destruction upon themselves.  These kings, as the others, just as the Gibeonites, knew God had given 
Israel the land.  So what ultimately are these kings fighting God about? His Word!  They are saying we don’t agree 
with Your Word, and we are going to fight against you over it, we will not yield to Your Word of giving Israel the 
land, we are staying and doing what we want.  To which their end was they perished for rebelling and not obeying 
the word of God.  For anyone hearing this passage today, if you don’t yield to God’s Word, and if you don’t repent 
from rebelling against His Word, you will perish. He is a Holy God. 
Joshua 9:24 (NKJV) 24 So they answered Joshua and said, “Because your servants were clearly told that the LORD your God commanded His 
servant Moses to give you all the land, and to destroy all the inhabitants of the land from before you; therefore we were very much afraid for 
our lives because of you, and have done this thing.  

 
Romans 15 – Written as Example 
Romans 15:4, these things were written as examples to us.  God is patient, He wishes that none should perish, but 
some will because they won’t yield, they choose to fight against God and His word.   
2 Peter 3:9 (NKJV) 9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any 
should perish but that all should come to repentance.  

 
People have Problem with God making War 
Many people have this problem with all the war and killing in the bible, they say how can a God of love be a God of 
war.  To which the answer is, He is a God of war, and 1400 years from this account He will come and fight the 
ultimate war against the Devil and the demons for the souls of man, and He will lay down His life for the world, 
that whosoever should believe in Him will have eternal life.  He will lay down His life in this ultimate war, but on 
the 3rd day He shall raise from the dead, and show all men everywhere the way to eternal life.  He fights for you!   
 
The Gospel 
The gospel is summarized in one verse for us John 3:16, For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. Therein is the gospel  

• For God: the greatest Being in the universe the One who created the universe (that’s mind blowing), the 
One who created you when you were in your mother's womb, the One has the power over all things, and 
is a perfect and pure and Holy God  

• so loved the world: God thinks your precious, He adores you, you are priceless to Him, and He wants a 
personal relationship with you.  The bible tells us He knows the number of hairs on your head, He stores 
your tears in a bottle, He knows your name and is in love with you. 

• that he gave his only begotten Son: most people know about Jesus's death on the cross, but many don't 
understand why He had to go to the cross.  It's because there's a problem, the problem is that our unholy 
sin separates us from the Holy God.  We have broken His laws, His Holy commandments; and just as a 
man breaks the laws of this land they must pay a penalty, so too if we break God's Holy Law.  About 1,500 
years before the cross, God had established in the Nation of Israel the sacrificial system and when a 
person violated and broke God's holy commandment they were to take a lamb down to the Temple and 



they would lay their hands on the lamb and they would confess the law they had broken, and all this was 
symbolically  of them transferring their guilt and shame on to that innocent lamb (who had done nothing 
obviously), and the priest then would sacrifice that lamb there upon the altar.  It was all a picture of the 
coming perfect and final Lamb Jesus Christ (God Himself).  John the Baptist pointed to Him and said 
behold the Lamb of God it takes away the sins of the world.  Jesus would become that Lamb that we 
would lay our hands on the transfer our guilt and shame on to.  That is why God gave his only begotten 
Son. (God Himself, became a Man, and then a Lamb, to trade places with us) 

• that whoever should believe: The whoever is open to the whole world!  For God loves the whole world, 
that He gave this invitation, He gave His Son, to the whole world, that whoever would come and receive 
this offer of forgiveness, would have everlasting life.  Simply by believing; what does believe mean?  In the 
biblical sense it means to “recognize, repent, and receive”. 

o Recognize - that our unholy sin is an offense before the holy God (Romans 3:23) 
o Repent - means to turn and follow.  Everyone Jesus called He called public and said follow Me. 

Acts 3:19 says to “repent therefore and be converted so that your sins may be blotted out and 
times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord.  So we recognize, we repent,  and 
then ………… receive. 

o Receive - Romans 10 says “that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your 
heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved”.  The resurrection, there's the 
power of the gospel because Jesus rose from the dead, He traded places with us, and we can be 
sure and guaranteed that the substitution (the trading of places) was received by God the Father 
because Jesus didn't stay in the tomb, but He rose again on the third day.  And because of that 
we…………………….. 

• shall not perish but have everlasting life: and so too shall we when we die we, will not go to the grave 
but we will go into the arms of the Father, for the power the resurrection is true!  We shall not perish but 
have everlasting life.  Romans tells us chapter 6 the wages of sin is death (that is eternal separation from 
God and place of outer darkness called Hell), but the verse goes on to say but the gift of God is eternal 
life…… and that gift is given through the greatest Giver, who gave His only Begotten Son (the greatest 
gift), so that we can have this gift of eternal life.  That is the gospel of Jesus Christ and you can have it 
today, by believing in this Gospel.  

John 3:16 (NKJV) 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life.  
 
Revelation 4:8 (NKJV) 8 The four living creatures, each having six wings, were full of eyes around and within. And they do not rest day or night, 
saying: “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, Who was and is and is to come!”  
 
Matthew 10:30 (NKJV) 30 But the very hairs of your head are all numbered.  
 
Psalm 56:8 (NKJV) 8 You number my wanderings; Put my tears into Your bottle; Are they not in Your book?  
 
Habakkuk 1:13 (NKJV) 13 You are of purer eyes than to behold evil, And cannot look on wickedness. Why do You look on those who deal 
treacherously, And hold Your tongue when the wicked devours A person more righteous than he?  
 
John 1:29 (NKJV) 29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!  
 
Romans 3:23 (NKJV) 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  
 
Acts 3:19 (NKJV) 19 Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from the 
presence of the Lord,  
 
Romans 10:9–10 (NKJV) 9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, 
you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.  
 
Romans 6:23 (NKJV) 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

 
 
 
 



 
The Greatest 
For God... (THE GREATEST LOVE) 
So Loved... (THE GREATEST DEGREE) 
The World... (THE GREATEST COMPANY) 
That He Gave... (THE GREATEST ACT) 
His Only Begotten Son... (THE GREATEST GIFT) 
That Whosoever... (THE GREATEST INVITATION) 
Believeth... (THE GREATEST SIMPLICITY) 
In Him... (THE GREATEST ATTRACTION) 
Should Not Perish... (THE GREATEST PROMISE) 
But... (THE GREATEST DIFFERENCE) 
Have... (THE GREATEST CERTAINTY) 
Everlasting Life... (THE GREATEST POSSESSION) 
 
Joshua 11:21 And at that time Joshua came and cut off the Anakim from the mountains: from Hebron, from 
Debir, from Anab, from all the mountains of Judah, and from all the mountains of Israel; Joshua utterly 
destroyed them with their cities.  
Joshua 11:22 None of the Anakim were left in the land of the children of Israel; they remained only in Gaza, in 
Gath, and in Ashdod.  
Joshua 11:23 So Joshua took the whole land, according to all that the LORD had said to Moses; and Joshua gave it 
as an inheritance to Israel according to their divisions by their tribes. Then the land rested from war.  
 
Battles continue in in Judges 
When we get into Judges next, we will see continual battles with these people who are the Phillistines.  The land 
rested from war, but only for a short time, as when we get into the Book of Judges next we will see more war.  As 
John Piper says, “Until you know that life is war you cannot know what prayer is for.” 
 
Joshua 12 
Joshua 12:1-24 
 
Moses Victories on East Side of Jordon 
Verses 1-6 recap the victories of Moses on the other side of the Jordon (which would be the East side).  Defeated 
were Sihon the king of the Amorites, and Og king of Bashan. 

 
Joshua 12:1 These are the kings of the land whom the children of Israel defeated, and whose land they 
possessed on the other side of the Jordan toward the rising of the sun, from the River Arnon to Mount Hermon, 
and all the eastern Jordan plain:  
Joshua 12:2 One king was Sihon king of the Amorites, who dwelt in Heshbon and ruled half of Gilead, from 
Aroer, which is on the bank of the River Arnon, from the middle of that river, even as far as the River Jabbok, 
which is the border of the Ammonites,  
Joshua 12:3 and the eastern Jordan plain from the Sea of Chinneroth as far as the Sea of the Arabah (the Salt 
Sea), the road to Beth Jeshimoth, and southward below the slopes of Pisgah.  
Joshua 12:4 The other king was Og king of Bashan and his territory, who was of the remnant of the giants, who 
dwelt at Ashtaroth and at Edrei,  
Joshua 12:5 and reigned over Mount Hermon, over Salcah, over all Bashan, as far as the border of the Geshurites 
and the Maachathites, and over half of Gilead to the border of Sihon king of Heshbon.  
Joshua 12:6 These Moses the servant of the LORD and the children of Israel had conquered; and Moses the 
servant of the LORD had given it as a possession to the Reubenites, the Gadites, and half the tribe of Manasseh.  
 
God Reminds of Moses 
God reminds the people about the victories of Moses.   That is a good thing, to go back and remember the past 
victories of the Lord. 



 
king Sihon 
Just look at the meaning of the words of just this one king, Sihon, and look at how impossible it seemed, but look 
at what God does. 

• Sihon – means warrior (our enemy is a skilled and fierce fighter) 

• king of the Amorites – means sayer (and I’ll say anything I want to you because you cant beat me) 

• who dwelt in Heshbon – means stronghold (and you will never uproot me from your life) 

• and ruled half of Gilead, - means rocky region (you’ll never never get a firm footing to stand on, as this is 
my back yard, and I thrive here) 

• from Aroer, - means ruins (I love to ruin you and your life, and I love to remind you of all the things I have 
ruined in your life) 

• which is on the bank of the River Arnon, - means rushing stream (you will never cross over, you are stuck 
where you are at) 

• as far as the River Jabbok, - means emptying (I love leaving you empty, hopeless, void, and downcast) 

• which is the border of the Ammonites, - means sayer (and I’ll say anything I want to you because you cant 
beat me) 

• from the Sea of Chinneroth – means harp (and I will sing a victory tune over you) 

• as far as the Sea of the Arabah (the Salt Sea), - also called the Dead Sea (you will be alive, but dead on the 
inside) 

• the road to Beth Jeshimoth, - means house of desolation (you will never have a house, a life, full of joy) 

• and southward below the slopes of Pisgah. – the slopes (it will be a slippery slope, you will never feel safe 
and secure because you will always wonder when you fall, slip, go over the cliff, because you have no rock 
to set your feet upon. 

But God! The Rock, He comes and conquers all.  He crushes all the things Satan says to us and about us, He 
makes a solid rock to stand upon (as He becomes our solid rock), He removes the barriers that keep us from 
the promises His has for us.  He breathes life into the things that were once dead.  How awesome a life we get 
when we give our lives to Jesus Christ. 

 
Great to Look Back at Forefathers 
It is also great to go back and remember past victories of our forefathers, and they remind us of God’s continual 
faithfulness to His people.  I got an email this week of someone asking me about Pastor Chuck Smith, of who is 
since I make mention of him so often.  It was a wonderful email for me, for it took me back to thinking about 
Pastor Chuck, his sweetness, his faith, his faithfulness, his grasp on the Word of God, his reliance on the Spirit of 
God.  I remembered back of us standing on the Mount of Olives looking over Jerusalem talking about prophecy and 
archaeology, and just the mentoring and care he had for me.  He was investing in the next generation, and a 
reminder to me how I am to invest into the next generation too.  And, how looking back, strengthens me for today. 
 
Now Verses 7-24 (Joshua on West Side of Jordon) 
Now verses 7-24 recap the kings that were defeated on the West side of the Jordon by Joshua.  Verses 9-16 are the 
kings defeated in the Southern campaign, and verses 17-24 the kings in the Northern campaign.  In all 31 kings 
were defeated by Joshua.   
 
Joshua 12:7 And these are the kings of the country which Joshua and the children of Israel conquered on this 
side of the Jordan, on the west, from Baal Gad in the Valley of Lebanon as far as Mount Halak and the ascent to 
Seir, which Joshua gave to the tribes of Israel as a possession according to their divisions,  
Joshua 12:8 in the mountain country, in the lowlands, in the Jordan plain, in the slopes, in the wilderness, and in 
the South—the Hittites, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites:  
Joshua 12:9 the king of Jericho, one; the king of Ai, which is beside Bethel, one;  
Joshua 12:10 the king of Jerusalem, one; the king of Hebron, one;  
Joshua 12:11 the king of Jarmuth, one; the king of Lachish, one;  
Joshua 12:12 the king of Eglon, one; the king of Gezer, one;  
Joshua 12:13 the king of Debir, one; the king of Geder, one;  



Joshua 12:14 the king of Hormah, one; the king of Arad, one;  
Joshua 12:15 the king of Libnah, one; the king of Adullam, one;  
Joshua 12:16 the king of Makkedah, one; the king of Bethel, one;  
Joshua 12:17 the king of Tappuah, one; the king of Hepher, one;  
Joshua 12:18 the king of Aphek, one; the king of Lasharon, one;  
Joshua 12:19 the king of Madon, one; the king of Hazor, one;  
Joshua 12:20 the king of Shimron Meron, one; the king of Achshaph, one;  
Joshua 12:21 the king of Taanach, one; the king of Megiddo, one;  
Joshua 12:22 the king of Kedesh, one; the king of Jokneam in Carmel, one;  
Joshua 12:23 the king of Dor in the heights of Dor, one; the king of the people of Gilgal, one;  
Joshua 12:24 the king of Tirzah, one—all the kings, thirty-one.  
 
Some Think Tedious /Write your 31 Kings 
Some think these two chapters are tedious, but they were anything but tedious to the children of Israel as they 
would read over these chapters and have great remembrance and celebration of their victories in the Lord.  I 
would suggest to you to get out a pen today or tomorrow and start to write down your list of 31 kings, the 31 kings 
you destroyed by the hand of the Lord in your life.  As you do you will be like the children of Israel and have a great 
time of remembrance and celebration.  Maybe: 

• The king of cocaine 

• The king of pornography 

• The king of anger 

• The king of bitterness 

• The king depression 

• The king of gambling 

• The king of fear 

• The king of loneliness 

• The king of prejudice 
• The king of judging others 

Write you list and remember how faithful God has been to you, how far God has brought, how great He has 
changed your life, and how He still ain’t done, for we never rest from war, but the list of 31 kings we have 
destroyed by the hand of the Lord is proof of the next 31 kings that are going down! 
 
Why take Time to Write – God is into the Details 
Why did God take the time to record all these 31 kings?  Why take up ink and paper on this?  God gives us minute 
detail.  God is into details, minute details, so you know that God is interested in every last minute detail of your 
life. 
 
What is Your Future – God has the Details 
What does my future hold you may be asking?  God has it, every last minute detail of it. 
 

Response 
Come to Throne of Grace 
So now come to the throne of grace and spend time with the Lord, ask Him take this word and work it into your 
life. 
Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
Joshua - Prayer Guide 

• Reverence – What do we see about our Great God? 

• Response – How do I respond to all that He is? 

• Requests – What can I boldly request from Him based on this? 
• Readiness – What do a need to be on-guard against when I leave here today? 

• Reverence – How great is Our God? 

End of Study  



Joshua 13 
Joshua 13:1-33 
 
The Theme of this Book 
The theme of this book is the victorious Christian life, and how to have it.  This book is not only a history book, but 
a His-Story book of what He wants to do in your life today, not tomorrow, not a decade from now, not when you 
enter into heaven, but today.  God wants to give us, have us live, the abundant Spirit-filled Christian life today.  
And He shows us a practical how-to in this Book of Joshua, and in our passage of text today. 
Joshua 1:3 (NKJV) 3 Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given you, as I said to Moses.  
 
Ephesians 1:3 (NKJV) 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places in Christ,  
 
John 10:10 (NKJV) 10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may 
have it more abundantly.  
 
Romans 15:4 (NKJV) 4 For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the 
Scriptures might have hope.  

 
13-19 Dividing the Land  
Now in chapter 13-19, we will see the dividing of the land, the Promised Land that goes all the way back to 
Abraham (approximately 600 years prior – around 2,000 BC).  This land dividing we read in this chapter is about 
1,400 BC. 
Genesis 15:18–21 (NKJV) 18 On the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying: “To your descendants I have given this land, from 
the river of Egypt to the great river, the River Euphrates—19 the Kenites, the Kenezzites, the Kadmonites, 20 the Hittites, the Perizzites, the 
Rephaim, 21 the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites, and the Jebusites.”  

 
Outline Chapters 13-14 
Chapter 13: 

• (13:1-6) - Pockets of Resistance still left in Land 

• (13:6-7) - Divide the Inheritance by Lot 

• (13:8-13) - Summary of Land given on the East side of Jordon ( ½ Tribe Manasseh, Reuben, Gad) 

• (13:14) – Tribe of Levi no Land Inheritance 

• (13:15-23) – Inheritance of Reuben (east of Jordon) 

• (13:24-28) – Inheritance of Gad (East of Jordon)  

• (13:29-32) – Inheritance of ½ Tribe of Manasseh (East of Jordon) 

• (13:33) – Tribe of Levi no Land Inheritance 
Chapter 14: 

• (14:1-5) – Summary Statement of Land Dividing in Promised Land (chapters 15-19) 

• 14:6-15) – Caleb Claims Hebron 
 
God of Details 
Yes, lots of details as we look down at our pages open before us, and lots of details in these remaining chapters, 
because God is a God of details, and He is divinely working in every detail of your life too, just as He is in these 
chapters before us.  You can trust God in the details of your life, past-present- and future.  And the details in these 
chapters, all have details for us on how to live this victorious, abundant, Spirit-filled, Christian life. 
 

(13:1-6) - Pockets of Resistance still left in Land 
 
Joshua 13:1 Now Joshua was old, advanced in years. And the LORD said to him: “You are old, advanced in years, 
and there remains very much land yet to be possessed.  
Joshua 13:2 This is the land that yet remains: all the territory of the Philistines and all that of the Geshurites,  
Joshua 13:3 from Sihor, which is east of Egypt, as far as the border of Ekron northward (which is counted as 
Canaanite); the five lords of the Philistines—the Gazites, the Ashdodites, the Ashkelonites, the Gittites, and the 
Ekronites; also the Avites;  



Joshua 13:4 from the south, all the land of the Canaanites, and Mearah that belongs to the Sidonians as far as 
Aphek, to the border of the Amorites;  
Joshua 13:5 the land of the Gebalites, and all Lebanon, toward the sunrise, from Baal Gad below Mount Hermon 
as far as the entrance to Hamath;  
Joshua 13:6 all the inhabitants of the mountains from Lebanon as far as the Brook Misrephoth, and all the 
Sidonians—them I will drive out from before the children of Israel; only divide it by lot to Israel as an 
inheritance, as I have commanded you.  
 
Old King James Translation 
Joshua 13:1 (KJV 1900) 1 Now Joshua was old and stricken in years; and the LORD said unto him, Thou art old and stricken in years, and there 
remaineth yet very much land to be possessed.  

 
About 90-100yrs Old / War has Worn Him / Pray for Your Leaders 
Joshua is probably about 90-100 years old at this time.  War has worn him, and that is just the fact of war.  But I 
think more so is the burden upon his heart for his people and leading them as God would want them to be lead.  
Pray for your leaders, pray for your pastor, pray for me, as your leaders need to be covered continually with your 
prayers. 
 
Joshua – 40 yrs a Slave, 40 yrs Wilderness, 7 Years War, Dies at 110 
Joshua’s life: 

• A slave in Egypt under the whip of the cruel taskmasters (how long we do not know, but if he was “about” 
the same age as Caleb, probably around 40 years) 

• Wandered the wilderness with children of Israel, being a right-hand man to Moses, for 40 years 

• We know he fought 7 years of war in the Promised Land, defeating 31 kings, not to mention he was part 
of the battles on the east side of the Jordon as he fought under the leadership of Moses, so that was 2 
kings, thus he has defeated 31 kings – that is one tough dude (by God’s grace and determination). 

• He dies at the age of 110 (24:29).  So for a “guess”, 110 minus 80, means he was in the Promised Land 
“about” 30 years 

Joshua 24:29–30 (NKJV) 29 Now it came to pass after these things that Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died, being one hundred 
and ten years old. 30 And they buried him within the border of his inheritance at Timnath Serah, which is in the mountains of Ephraim, on the 
north side of Mount Gaash.  
 
Joshua 14:6–7 (NKJV) 6 Then the children of Judah came to Joshua in Gilgal. And Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite said to him: “You 
know the word which the LORD said to Moses the man of God concerning you and me in Kadesh Barnea. 7 I was forty years old when Moses the 
servant of the LORD sent me from Kadesh Barnea to spy out the land, and I brought back word to him as it was in my heart.  

 
Spent More Time at War than at Rest 
So Joshua spent more time warring that he did resting, even though he was in the Promised Land.  When most 
people are retiring and playing golf, Joshua is waring and leading. 
 
Big Cities – now Little Outlying / Regardless of Age – the War is Until the End 
The big cities have been taken, now there are all these little outlying areas that still have not been driving out.  So 
here again, we can take down the big stuff, the big walled cities of our lives, but God says there is still much war 
left to be done, regardless of your age, go rid out these little things in your life too. 
 
Pockets of Resistance 
In Joshua 11:23, we read that Joshua took the whole land and that the land rested from war. Here, we read that 
very much land remained to be possessed. Is this a contradiction? No, for although the victory was secure, there 
were still “mop-up operations” to complete in pockets of resistance where the enemy was holed up. 
In our soul, there are pockets of resistance as well. However, in the Spirit-filled life we don’t fight for victory 
because Jesus already was victorious on our behalf when He died on the Cross. The roaring lion has had his teeth 
kicked in. We don’t fight for victory, but from victory. Positionally, we’re the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus (2 
Corinthians 5:21), but practically, there are still enemies lurking around my soul that need to be rooted out. 
 



 
Why Pockets – Keep Humble & From Life Ease / Exodus23 
There is a big difference between inheritance and possession.  God says He would drive them out a little by little 
(Exodus 23).  I believe the Lord does this to keep us humble, and to keep us from settling into a life of ease.   
Exodus 23:29–30 (NKJV) 29 I will not drive them out from before you in one year, lest the land become desolate and the beasts of the field 
become too numerous for you. 30 Little by little I will drive them out from before you, until you have increased, and you inherit the land.  

 
AW Tozer / Good Life – Instead of Good Fight 
"Men think of the world not as a battleground, but as a playground"  ~A.W. Tozer. 
 
It's easy for Christians to focus on the good life instead of the good fight. 
 
Don’t Beat Yourself Up / You were Once Happy with Sins, No feel Defeated over Little Sins 
Don’t beat yourself up if you are not all that you think you should be regarding spiritual maturity, God doesn’t 
promise us overnight or quick victories (see last week’s study); but also rejoice in this, and that is that you see the 
need for change, that things that once meant nothing to you, now bother you.  You were once happy with the 
victory over the “so-called” big things, like rage, drunkardness, fornication, etc………. and know you lose your 
temper with your spouse and you question your salvation.  Yes seek the Lord and ask Him to help change that in 
your life, but rejoice too that it bothers you!  That means God is working in you, He is working from the inside out 
now.  Before it was the outside in (if you would) where the big battles were the things that were seen outwardly, 
but now He is beyond that and working in the inner most recesses of your heart, conforming you into His image, 
working from the inside outward.  Rejoice, you are being conformed and you are growing more and more into His 
image. 
 
Spurgeon Said 
Charles Spurgeon said – dead men don’t wrestle. 
 
Don’t Stop 
Don’t stop wrestling Christian, don’t stop reaching, be a Joshua and leave nothing undone, do all the Lord has 
called you to do.  Be like Paul, who even after 30 years of salvation, He still says he hasn’t arrived yet. 
Joshua 11:15 (NKJV) 15 As the LORD had commanded Moses his servant, so Moses commanded Joshua, and so Joshua did. He left nothing undone 

of all that the LORD had commanded Moses.  
 
Philippians 3:12–14 (NKJV) 12 Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which 
Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. 13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which 
are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, 14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ 
Jesus.  

 

(13:6-7) - Divide the Inheritance by Lot 
 
Joshua 13:6 all the inhabitants of the mountains from Lebanon as far as the Brook Misrephoth, and all the 
Sidonians—them I will drive out from before the children of Israel; only divide it by lot to Israel as an 
inheritance, as I have commanded you.  
Joshua 13:7 Now therefore, divide this land as an inheritance to the nine tribes and half the tribe of Manasseh.”  
 
Inheritance 50 / Lot 20 
We will read the word “inheritance” some 50 times going forth, and “divide by lots” some 20 times.  So we see we 
can still receive inheritance in the middle of warring.   
 
How Lots were Divided (2 pots) 
Proverbs 16:33 says that lot is cast. It's the Lord who chooses. Their approach was they had two pots. One pot had 
the names of the twelve tribes. The other pot had the territory. The priest would put his hand in with one hand 
and pick a name of a tribe and then with the other hand pick out the territory. This is how it was determined 
whose lot was given to them.  



Proverbs 16:33 (NKJV) 33 The lot is cast into the lap, But its every decision is from the LORD.  

 
Israel had No Problem with Casting Lots / Continued on into Book of Acts 
The Jewish nation had no problem with this. They trusted the Lord in this and it was by no means a means and 
ways of gambling. They just looked at it as this is how the Lord is choosing.  Proverbs 18:18 says that the mighty 
were satisfied. Even the great leaders were satisfied with this method and had no problem with it. We see this 
Jewish custom and approach all the way into the book of Acts when they choose Matthias. It says that they cast 
lots and determined. 
Proverbs 18:18 (NKJV) 18 Casting lots causes contentions to cease, And keeps the mighty apart.  
 
Acts 1:26 (NKJV) 26 And they cast their lots, and the lot fell on Matthias. And he was numbered with the eleven apostles.  

  
What we See- Sovereignty of God / We should not Worry About Sovereignty of God 
What we see here is the sovereignty of God in full display. No one here when dividing the land worries about that 
sovereignty of God. Nor should we worry about the sovereignty of God as we know our God is for us and He works 
all things for our good. He gave His only begotten Son to us.  
  
Too Often we not Content / Then Question / We are Missing Sovereign God in Action / We need to Say – Trust  
I think so many times we're not content and we're questioning God where He is, what He's doing, why He's doing 
what He's doing and He's not doing it the way that we think it should be. We're missing that  ... a sovereign God is 
in action. The sovereign God is working in our life. The sovereign God knows exactly where to put us, knows 
exactly what environment is best for us so that we might grow and develop in His knowledge and His 
understanding, become more like him. We need to be more like this nation of Israel as we see here in this book of 
Joshua of  

• just accepting God's sovereignty and  

• not rebelling against it,  

• not challenging it,  

• not being disgruntled by it,  

• but instead embracing it.   
We need to say, Lord this is where You have me in my life right now, this is a place then that I can fully just rest and 
trust that You know what's best for me and are doing a work in me, and that You'll do a work through me.  
  
In NT – Persecution Scatters the Church / Leaving & Losing Everything – all Because the Received Jesus 
We read in the Old Testament the sovereignty. Then we come into the New Testament and we see that the 
believers coming to receive Jesus, they will be on the run, tortured and persecuted. Some will just be run out of 
town because of receiving and believing in Jesus Christ. Then the result is they're dispersed throughout all the 
lands. We can look at that and we can say they're leaving their jobs and they're leaving their homes or leaving their 
school system or leaving their sports team. They're leaving everything, not by choice, but by someone else's hand. 
This roman government and the Jewish nation ... They leave all of it and be scattered. They could be upset. They 
could be disgruntled with God for doing that and asking why are you doing that? Why have I received punishment 
for what is good and right, and that is accepting and following you.  
Acts 8:1 (NKJV) 1 Now Saul was consenting to his death. At that time a great persecution arose against the church which was at Jerusalem; and 
they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.  

 
But they Become Seeds in Hand of God / Place where Never Heard of Jesus / Gospel Explosion 
What we see in the book of Acts is that these people as they're scattered, they're scattered like seeds. That seed 
then falls to the ground in their new regions and the people who had not heard about Jesus because they weren't 
in the epicenter of the gospel explosion there in Jerusalem where Jesus' public ministry was and where He died 
and where He rose again on the third day. They weren't there. They didn't know all about this but here comes new 
neighbors being cast and spread like seed that falls to the ground and now this gospel explodes across the whole 
world. What looked like an unfair act of Rome, an unfair act of the nation of Israel, is actually the sovereignty of 
God sending for the Gospel to the world He so loved that He gave His only Begotten Son for, that whosoever 
believes in Him shall not perish but have everlasting life.  Paul will say in Colossians that the whole world had heard 
the gospel.  To the church in Rome he said that their faith is known throughout the world. 



John 3:16 (NKJV) 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life.  
 
Colossians 1:23 (NKJV) 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel 
which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.  
 
Romans 1:8 (NKJV) 8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of throughout the whole world.  

 
All You Being Deployed / New Jobs – Work Assignments – New Homes / PTL – Counted you Worthy to Cast 
I hope and pray for all of you as you get a new deployment, may you just embrace God scattered me like a seed. 
For all, when your job situation changes, maybe they put you on a new project and you like the old one, maybe 
you've been put into a whole new company because you had to go find work because your job was winding down 
or maybe even that uncomfortable place of unemployment, may you embrace that. Give God thanks for that. He 
scattered you like seed. He counts you worthy enough that he can cast you and that you'll be a seed that falls to 
the ground and that it will take root and bear much fruit.  
 
Apostles – PTL for being Worthy to Suffer Shame for His Name 
Of the extreme situation of this we read in a couple places where the apostles and disciples, followers of Christ 
after he had ascended into heaven. They're being persecuted. They're being tortured. They're being put into the 
prison. They would make a statement such as this that they gave God praise that they were counted worthy to 
suffer shame for His name.  
Acts 5:40–42 (NKJV) 40 And they agreed with him, and when they had called for the apostles and beaten them, they commanded that they 
should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41 So they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted 
worthy to suffer shame for His name. 42 And daily in the temple, and in every house, they did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the 
Christ.  

 
God wants to Do Same Today / Turn World Upside Down / God counts You Worthy 
Oh, that's not today's American Christianity. God wants to do today exactly what he did 2,000 years ago in that 
gospel explosion. The whole world was turned upside down. I believe we live in a day like no other day and no 
other time in these 2,000 years to do just that. Here you are hearing this message that God speaks to you and says, 
"I count you worthy. I count you the witness that I would put before others in this world because you will bear a 
light and people will see how you react to these situations. They'll see how you don't kick against the goads of 
God's sovereignty and that you continue to shine the light of Jesus Christ." Maybe you haven't been anything but 
light. Maybe you've been somewhat dim or upset that God has brought you someplace you don't want to be, that 
God took you away from a place that you once loved so dear, a job, or a neighborhood, a country, a state.  
Acts 17:6 (NKJV) 6 But when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some brethren to the rulers of the city, crying out, “These who have 
turned the world upside down have come here too.  

 
My Prayer – Embrace God’s Sovereignty / Say Lord Here I am / let’s Start Fresh 
My prayer for you today would be that you would take and embrace the sovereignty of God and say "Lord, here I 
am." Let's start fresh. Give me a new attitude about this. I now see how this is such an honor to be selected by you 
to be a seed in the hand of the creator of the universe who cast me into a new soil that much fruit could be born. 
Lord, I embrace that. 
 

(13:8-13) - Summary of Land given on the East side of Jordon ( ½ Manasseh, Reuben, Gad) 
 
Joshua 13:8 With the other half-tribe the Reubenites and the Gadites received their inheritance, which Moses 
had given them, beyond the Jordan eastward, as Moses the servant of the LORD had given them:  
Joshua 13:9 from Aroer which is on the bank of the River Arnon, and the town that is in the midst of the ravine, 
and all the plain of Medeba as far as Dibon;  
Joshua 13:10 all the cities of Sihon king of the Amorites, who reigned in Heshbon, as far as the border of the 
children of Ammon;  
Joshua 13:11 Gilead, and the border of the Geshurites and Maachathites, all Mount Hermon, and all Bashan as 
far as Salcah;  



Joshua 13:12 all the kingdom of Og in Bashan, who reigned in Ashtaroth and Edrei, who remained of the 
remnant of the giants; for Moses had defeated and cast out these.  
Joshua 13:13 Nevertheless the children of Israel did not drive out the Geshurites or the Maachathites, but the 
Geshurites and the Maachathites dwell among the Israelites until this day.  
 
Decision based on Bank Accounts & Ease / They were 1st Carried away When Nations Attacked 
Gad, Reuben, and half of the tribe of Manasseh were the ones who chose to remain on the east side of the Jordan 
rather than crossing with the rest of the tribes into the Promised Land. Their decision wasn’t based upon God’s 
best for their families but seemingly upon what was best for their cattle and bank accounts. History shows, 
however, that Reuben, God, and the half-tribe of Manasseh were the first ones to be carried away when the 
enemies of Israel attacked the nation.  The same thing happens to you and me. If you say, “I’m just going to hang 
out in the back,” watch out. That is sure to be the most dangerous, most depressing place ultimately. God will not 
make me go in and go on in my walk with Him. The choice is up to me. He will take me as deep as I want to go—
but He won’t take me one step further than I want to go. 
 
Just Request at Face Value – Not Good / Romans 12:2 
We see for the rest of chapter 13, we see the land being divided to the two and a half tribes who had asked Moses 
if they could settle there rather than over in the promised land. If you just hear that statement at face value, you 
can just kind of immediately feel and say something doesn't sound right there, "Moses, can we take our 
inheritance on the other side, on the outside of the promised land." In the book of Romans, we hear the Lord say 
that you might know what is the good, the acceptable, and the perfect will of God. The way the passage is written 
is that it is cumulative and adding to itself, so all three are tied together as one awesome work of God in our lives.  
But sometimes we do see there is a good will, there is an acceptable will, and then there is a perfect will. God will 
allow you that choice. He's sovereign in your choice but He gives you the free choice to decide how much do you 
want, good, acceptable or perfect.  
Numbers 32:1–5 (NKJV)1 Now the children of Reuben and the children of Gad had a very great multitude of livestock; and when they saw the 
land of Jazer and the land of Gilead, that indeed the region was a place for livestock, 2 the children of Gad and the children of Reuben came and 
spoke to Moses, to Eleazar the priest, and to the leaders of the congregation, saying, 3 “Ataroth, Dibon, Jazer, Nimrah, Heshbon, Elealeh, 
Shebam, Nebo, and Beon, 4 the country which the LORD defeated before the congregation of Israel, is a land for livestock, and your servants have 
livestock.” 5 Therefore they said, “If we have found favor in your sight, let this land be given to your servants as a possession. Do not take us over 
the Jordan.”  
 
Romans 12:1–2 (NKJV) 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.  

  
That’s Good Enough – Acceptable – Perfection / All of Jesus you Want – But not One bit More 
There are many a times myself, and many a times in the Christians I know, we make it to good and we say that's 
good enough, or we might push ourselves to this is acceptable and end there or when we roll it up, we get serious, 
we dedicate ourselves and say, "Lord, I will settle for nothing less than the perfect will of God. I don't want good, I 
don't want acceptable, I want perfection because I want all that you can have, all that you have for me. Here's a 
statement that I hope you'll memorize into the forefront of your mind because that's where the perfect thought is, 
not in the back of your mind but in the front and forefront of your mind and that is that “you can have all of Jesus 
Christ you want but not one drop more”. It's up to you how deep, how far into the promises of God you will go 
based on your free will and based on your willingness to do what we just watched with Joshua and that is to for 
those inheritances. 
 

(13:14) – Tribe of Levi no Land Inheritance 
 
Joshua 13:14 Only to the tribe of Levi he had given no inheritance; the sacrifices of the LORD God of Israel made 
by fire are their inheritance, as He said to them.  
 
 
 



Lord was There Inheritance 
The LORD God of Israel was their inheritance, as He had said to them: In Joshua 13:33, we are told that the Levites 
had no land for an inheritance, but instead had the sacrifices Israel brought to God. They also received a greater 
inheritance than that: God Himself. 
Joshua 13:33 But to the tribe of Levi Moses had given no inheritance; the LORD God of Israel was their inheritance, as He had said to them.  

 
How we Get 12 Tribes 
Jacob, whose name was changed to Israel, had twelve sons, which comprised the Twelve Tribes of Israel. The tribe 
of Joseph, however, was represented by Joseph’s sons, Manasseh and Ephraim, which, technically, meant there 
were thirteen tribes. Yet the fact that the Levites, the priestly tribe, was given no territory in order that they could 
minister throughout the nation, meant that the tribes inheriting land remained twelve in number 
 

 (13:15-23) – Inheritance of Reuben (east of Jordon) 
 
They still Part of the Family 
Verses 15–32 describe the region given to Gad, Reuben, and the half tribe of Manasseh—for although they chose 
not to step into the Jordan River and press on to deeper waters in kingdom life, they were still part of the family, 
still part of the congregation of God.  Same is true for that brother or sister who you see not pressing onward and 
across the waters of deeper faith. They still family, and should be treated as such.  And who knows, as they watch 
your life growing in the Lord, they may just see how good and sweet it is where you are at.  And maybe they may 
murmur or challenge you, don’t get angry, but be sad for them, for they just don’t know what they are missing out 
on. 

• The Heart cannot taste, what the eyes have not seen – Brazilian Proverb 
 
Joshua 13:15 And Moses had given to the tribe of the children of Reuben an inheritance according to their 
families.  
Joshua 13:16 Their territory was from Aroer, which is on the bank of the River Arnon, and the city that is in the 
midst of the ravine, and all the plain by Medeba;  
Joshua 13:17 Heshbon and all its cities that are in the plain: Dibon, Bamoth Baal, Beth Baal Meon,  
Joshua 13:18 Jahaza, Kedemoth, Mephaath,  
Joshua 13:19 Kirjathaim, Sibmah, Zereth Shahar on the mountain of the valley,  
Joshua 13:20 Beth Peor, the slopes of Pisgah, and Beth Jeshimoth—  
Joshua 13:21 all the cities of the plain and all the kingdom of Sihon king of the Amorites, who reigned in 
Heshbon, whom Moses had struck with the princes of Midian: Evi, Rekem, Zur, Hur, and Reba, who were princes 
of Sihon dwelling in the country.  
Joshua 13:22 The children of Israel also killed with the sword Balaam the son of Beor, the soothsayer, among 
those who were killed by them.  
Joshua 13:23 And the border of the children of Reuben was the bank of the Jordan. This was the inheritance of 
the children of Reuben according to their families, the cities and their villages.  
 

(13:24-28) – Inheritance of Gad (East of Jordon)  
 
Joshua 13:24 Moses also had given an inheritance to the tribe of Gad, to the children of Gad according to their 
families.  
Joshua 13:25 Their territory was Jazer, and all the cities of Gilead, and half the land of the Ammonites as far as 
Aroer, which is before Rabbah,  
Joshua 13:26 and from Heshbon to Ramath Mizpah and Betonim, and from Mahanaim to the border of Debir,  
Joshua 13:27 and in the valley Beth Haram, Beth Nimrah, Succoth, and Zaphon, the rest of the kingdom of Sihon 
king of Heshbon, with the Jordan as its border, as far as the edge of the Sea of Chinnereth, on the other side of 
the Jordan eastward.  
Joshua 13:28 This is the inheritance of the children of Gad according to their families, the cities and their 
villages.  



 

(13:29-32) – Inheritance of ½ Tribe of Manasseh (East of Jordon) 
 
Joshua 13:29 Moses also had given an inheritance to half the tribe of Manasseh; it was for half the tribe of the 
children of Manasseh according to their families:  
Joshua 13:30 Their territory was from Mahanaim, all Bashan, all the kingdom of Og king of Bashan, and all the 
towns of Jair which are in Bashan, sixty cities;  
Joshua 13:31 half of Gilead, and Ashtaroth and Edrei, cities of the kingdom of Og in Bashan, were for the 
children of Machir the son of Manasseh, for half of the children of Machir according to their families.  
Joshua 13:32 These are the areas which Moses had distributed as an inheritance in the plains of Moab on the 
other side of the Jordan, by Jericho eastward.  
 
They still Part of the Family 
Again, verses 15–32 describe the region given to Gad, Reuben, and the half tribe of Manasseh—for although they 
chose not to step into the Jordan River and press on to deeper waters in kingdom life, they were still part of the 
family, still part of the congregation of God.  Same is true for that brother or sister who you see not pressing 
onward and across the waters of deeper faith. They still family, and should be treated as such.  And who knows, as 
they watch your life growing in the Lord, they may just see how good and sweet it is where you are at.  And maybe 
they may murmur or challenge you, don’t get angry, but be sad for them, for they just don’t know what they are 
missing out on. 

• The Heart cannot taste, what the eyes have not seen – Brazilian Proverb 
 

(13:33) – Tribe of Levi no Land Inheritance 
 
Joshua 13:33 But to the tribe of Levi Moses had given no inheritance; the LORD God of Israel was their 
inheritance, as He had said to them.  
 
48 Cities for Levites / Regardless where You Are – You are Never Far from God 
In verse 33, we read that the tribe of Levi was not given an inheritance. The Lord God of Israel was their 
inheritance. What we'll read as we would continue through these scriptures is there'll be 48 cities that would given 
to the Levites and they would be spread out throughout all this land of Israel. The reason of God's doing is that no 
one would ever be far from God, that regardless of where you lived in this promised Land, even if you're on the 
other side of the Jordan river, in God's graciousness, that when you had a question and you needed spiritual 
guidance and you needed to speak to a Levite who was a leader of the house of Israel for the spiritual things, you 
would only be a short walk away from being able to meet with him and have the answers given. 
 
God so Gracious – Makes Sure no is Separated from Him /  
We see the goodness of the Lord again, so gracious, so kind, always looking out for us, always having our interests 
in mind. He makes it that no one is separated from Him and can't reach Him. That's the word for you today. He's 
always available to you. He's always ready to receive you. He's always saying, "Come to me, all you who labor and 
who are heavy laden and I will give you rest. Call upon me and I will answer you and show you great and mighty 
things you do not know." He always makes Himself available to you because he always wants you to have your 
answer and know what his heart is.  
Jeremiah 33:3 (NKJV) 3 ‘Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you do not know.’  

 
3 Things (Who is God / What Think / What Do) / You Move God’s heart 
We continually, we look in our studies and we do in our prayer time who is God as his scriptures reveal to us his 
wonder and his majesty, his glory, all that he is. Then we ask Him and we look in the scriptures of and what do you 
think of me and we continually see that he says, "You move my heart. You're the apple of my eye. I love you. 
You're precious to me. Come to me. I want to minister to you. I want to be with you."  Then thirdly, we always ask, 
"Then Lord, based on that, what do you want us to do? Because we know that in your sovereignty, in your wisdom, 
that you will take us to places and heights and depths greater than we could ever in our own wisdom, knowledge 



and understanding." The Lord would say, "Trust in the Lord with all your heart. Lean not on your own 
understanding. In all your ways, acknowledge me and I will direct your path." The only way we could do that is to 
come and find his city and sit with Him and ask, "Lord, speak to me. I come to hear from you." He's such a good 
God, amazing God. 
Proverbs 3:5–6 (NKJV) 5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; 6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, And 
He shall direct your paths.  

 
Joshua 14 
Joshua 14:1-15 
 

(14:1-5) – Summary Statement of Land Dividing in Promised Land (chapters 15-19) 
 
Joshua 14:1 These are the areas which the children of Israel inherited in the land of Canaan, which Eleazar the 
priest, Joshua the son of Nun, and the heads of the fathers of the tribes of the children of Israel distributed as an 
inheritance to them.  
Joshua 14:2 Their inheritance was by lot, as the LORD had commanded by the hand of Moses, for the nine tribes 
and the half-tribe.  
Joshua 14:3 For Moses had given the inheritance of the two tribes and the half-tribe on the other side of the 
Jordan; but to the Levites he had given no inheritance among them.  
Joshua 14:4 For the children of Joseph were two tribes: Manasseh and Ephraim. And they gave no part to the 
Levites in the land, except cities to dwell in, with their common-lands for their livestock and their property.  
Joshua 14:5 As the LORD had commanded Moses, so the children of Israel did; and they divided the land.  
 
Prophecy & Sovereignty 
So here they now are, getting what was said to them way back in chapter 1, that every place you step, I have given 
you.   So we see prophecy fulfilled, and we saw the sovereignty of God all along the way.  There's a prophecy and a 
sovereignty that God has for you too beloved, and it is Philippians 1:6, "He who began a good work will be faithful 
to complete it." That's a prophecy and He brought that to pass before you even knew him as the Lord and Savior, 
and then it's a sovereignty as He knew before time that He would choose you, you would receive him and that you 
would start this marvelous journey with, made and formed into his image and one day standing before his glory. 
Prophecy and sovereignty, we can rest in those because our God is both of those things, all-knowing, all-loving, all-
caring for you. 
Joshua 1:3 (NKJV) 3 Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given you, as I said to Moses.  
 
Ephesians 1:3 (NKJV) 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places in Christ,  
 
Philippians 1:6 (NKJV) 6 being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus 
Christ;  

 

(14:6-15) – Caleb Claims Hebron 
 
Joshua 14:6 Then the children of Judah came to Joshua in Gilgal. And Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite 
said to him: “You know the word which the LORD said to Moses the man of God concerning you and me in 
Kadesh Barnea.  
Joshua 14:7 I was forty years old when Moses the servant of the LORD sent me from Kadesh Barnea to spy out 
the land, and I brought back word to him as it was in my heart.  
Joshua 14:8 Nevertheless my brethren who went up with me made the heart of the people melt, but I wholly 
followed the LORD my God.  
Joshua 14:9 So Moses swore on that day, saying, ‘Surely the land where your foot has trodden shall be your 
inheritance and your children’s forever, because you have wholly followed the LORD my God.’  
Joshua 14:10 And now, behold, the LORD has kept me alive, as He said, these forty-five years, ever since the LORD 
spoke this word to Moses while Israel wandered in the wilderness; and now, here I am this day, eighty-five years 
old.  



Joshua 14:11 As yet I am as strong this day as on the day that Moses sent me; just as my strength was then, so 
now is my strength for war, both for going out and for coming in.  
Joshua 14:12 Now therefore, give me this mountain of which the LORD spoke in that day; for you heard in that 
day how the Anakim were there, and that the cities were great and fortified. It may be that the LORD will be with 
me, and I shall be able to drive them out as the LORD said.”  
Joshua 14:13 And Joshua blessed him, and gave Hebron to Caleb the son of Jephunneh as an inheritance.  
Joshua 14:14 Hebron therefore became the inheritance of Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite to this day, 
because he wholly followed the LORD God of Israel.  
Joshua 14:15 And the name of Hebron formerly was Kirjath Arba (Arba was the greatest man among the 
Anakim). Then the land had rest from war.  
 
Contrast to Joshua you are Old 
I love the fight in this man, what a great example for us.  And just imagine (back to 13:1) how Joshua is feeling after 
God states a fact to him, Joshua you are old and there is still lots to do.  Joshua’s whole life has been war, and to 
hear there is still more to go.  But then, Caleb shows up and says, ahh good news Joshua, more war, there’s giants 
in them there hills and I’ve waited 45 years to go toe-toe with them, let me at them!  I know that was fresh wind 
into Joshua’s sails, because I know when I start to tire and someone comes up to me and are on-fire, my tire turns 
into fire along with them.  So, let’s be a people who get each other fired-up, lets remind each other of the 
promises of God (I’ve given you this land Caleb), and that the earth is a battleground, not a playground.   
 
Caleb and Joshua 40 Years Ago 
Caleb is an interesting story here. We read about his bravery, and his heart, and how his faith that he and Joshua 
were the only 2 all the way back, 40 years ago, who said, "We can take this land. Yeah, there's giants in the land, 
but our God's bigger than the giants. We can take them. Let's get our inheritance." Yet, the other 10, they were all 
weak and fearful. So they cast bad report, put fear into the heart of the people, to which Israel will pay the price 40 
years for lack of faith, and they will not enter in to the Promised Land. 
  
Caleb not a Jew by Birth 
But what makes Caleb even more intriguing of a story is that he is truly not through the lineage of Israel. He's not 
an offspring of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. He is a Canaanite. That has to go all the way back to Genesis chapter 15 
to see that a Canaanite was a proselyte of the children of Israel. So Caleb's forefathers, they lived in Canaan, but 
they weren't born into the lineage of Israel. But they saw and believed that the 1 true and living God was truly the 
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and they decided to follow Jehovah God.  
Genesis 15:18–21 (NKJV) 18 On the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying: “To your descendants I have given this land, from 
the river of Egypt to the great river, the River Euphrates—19 the Kenites, the Kenezzites, the Kadmonites, 20 the Hittites, the Perizzites, the 
Rephaim, 21 the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites, and the Jebusites.”  

 
400 Years Later – No One kept from this Promise 
So here we are 400-some years later of going into the Promised Land from the promise that was given to Jacob, 
and God sends a word and a picture to us. "There is none who this promise is kept from. I demonstrated and 
showed you how I would stop the world for Rahab and bring her in to the promises of God, and now here I am 
declaring it clearly here in chapter 14." So too for Caleb. Wasn't born into the inheritance, but by faith he comes 
into the inheritance, because God would open and say it is open to everyone and all. So that word is today for all 
who would hear. There's not a lineage that this is only offered to, this Christianity, this promise of new life. It is 
open to the whole world. It's open to the people of Europe. It's open to the people of China. It's open to the 
people of Russia. It's open to the people of the Mideast. It's open to the people who right now believe in a false 
religion. It's open to all that this is the 1 and true way. Just look at Caleb, and you can have it today. 
  
Caleb’s Boldness – No Lot for Me – Get what I was Promised 
I love the boldness of this fierce warrior. He comes to Joshua, and he reminds him, "There's no casting lots for my 
inheritance. I was promised all the way back 40 years ago when we came in here to spy out the land that Hebron 
would be mine. And I fought for it. I've waited 40 years of wilderness wandering. I've been part of these 7 years of 



warring, no doubt, and I come to claim my inheritance specifically. There's no randomness to it. I claim it 
specifically. It's Hebron." 
Deuteronomy 1:35–36 (NKJV) 35 ‘Surely not one of these men of this evil generation shall see that good land of which I swore to give to your 
fathers, 36 except Caleb the son of Jephunneh; he shall see it, and to him and his children I am giving the land on which he walked, because he 
wholly followed the LORD.’  
 
Numbers 13:30 (NKJV) 30 Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses, and said, “Let us go up at once and take possession, for we are well able 
to overcome it.”  

 
Identifier of Caleb – Wholly Followed the Lord / Hence why He can Claim the Promise / Fought for what Wanted 
Three times we read in this passage an identifier of who Caleb was inside his heart. For it says, "And Caleb followed 
the Lord wholly." That's why he can claim the promise specifically. He's never deviated from the Lord. He's never 
gone and checked out. He's fought for what he wanted. He followed the Lord wholly, and here he receives wholly 
all that the Lord promised to him before they came in to this Promised Land 40 years ago. 
Joshua 14:8 Nevertheless my brethren who went up with me made the heart of the people melt, but I wholly followed the LORD my God.  
 
Joshua 14:14 Hebron therefore became the inheritance of Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite to this day, because he wholly followed the 
LORD God of Israel.  

 
Deuteronomy 1:35–36 (NKJV) 35 ‘Surely not one of these men of this evil generation shall see that good land of which I swore to give to your 
fathers, 36 except Caleb the son of Jephunneh; he shall see it, and to him and his children I am giving the land on which he walked, because he 
wholly  

  
5 Times the “Lord Said” / Hear the Word – Remind Self of the Word – Claim the Word 
Notice Caleb's words, "The Lord said." He'll say that 5 times. "The Lord said." He's claiming the promises of God by 
saying, "The Lord said." There's a place for us in our hearts, in our minds, and in our souls, that we hear ourselves 
say, "The Lord said," and claim that promise that is ours. Well, some people abuse that with name it, claim it. But 
there's a place of faith here where we say,  

• "The Lord says, I'll give you peace.  

• The Lord says, I'll redeem you.  

• The Lord says, you're mine.  

• The Lord says, you're the apple of my eye.  

• The Lord says, I will give you an inheritance.  

• The Lord says, I will bring you into rest."  
There's a time and a place where we continually, on a daily basis, have to say, "The Lord says." Are we reminding 
the Lord? Yeah, if you want to go there. We're reminding ourselves that the Lord says, and I can rest in that and 
have faith and confidence in that. The Lord says. 
Joshua 14:6 (NKJV) 6 Then the children of Judah came to Joshua in Gilgal. And Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite said to him: “You know 

the word which the LORD said to Moses the man of God concerning you and me in Kadesh Barnea.  
 
Joshua 14:10 (NKJV) 10 And now, behold, the LORD has kept me alive, as He said, these forty-five years, ever since the LORD spoke this word to 
Moses while Israel wandered in the wilderness; and now, here I am this day, eighty-five years old.  
 
Joshua 14:12 (NKJV) 12 Now therefore, give me this mountain of which the LORD spoke in that day; for you heard in that day how the Anakim 
were there, and that the cities were great and fortified. It may be that the LORD will be with me, and I shall be able to drive them out as the LORD 
said.”  

  
Apostle Paul like Caleb – Can’t keep men Like this Down 
Look at this man. What a picture of this man. I picture him. He's to me, he's the Old Testament version of the 
Apostle Paul in the New Testament. You just can't keep a man like this down. He's 85 years old and he's the only 
one we read of who totally rid all of his land. We're going to see pockets who will never be disrupted and moved 
out of the Promised Land, never mopped up, never fully dealt with. Only, only Caleb will be the one who does, and 
he's 85 years old. He says a key word. "I'm as strong this day as I was 45 years ago for war." So it is. You can have 
all of Jesus Christ you want, but not 1 bit more, and you have to be ready for war. 
  
 
 



85 Years Old – Wants more War / Earth is a Battle ground not Playground 
Here he is, at 85 years old, he wants more war. That can be so counter to how we think. We feel that we should be 
entering into rest, that we should be ceasing from battles, that the Christian life should be easy. As we had said, 
AW Tozer, "The earth is a battleground, not a playground." As John Piper said, as we mentioned last week, another 
great quote, "Until you realize that life is war, you'll never understand and cannot understand what prayer is for." 
  
Not Just Any Land – Hebron / Filled with Giants 
Caleb doesn't just want any land, he wants Hebron. He wants a mountain land. He wants a mountain land that's 
filled with giants and walled cities. He's not asking for easy duty. He's looking for a fight. He's picking a fight. He 
wants to go to war. What an amazing man, and what a man for us to model. Fight. 
Joshua 14:14 Hebron therefore became the inheritance of Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite to this day, because he wholly followed the 
LORD God of Israel.  

 
Abraham & Sarah Buried There / Abraham – Moon Worshipper to Father / Caleb can Relate 
Caleb says, "Give me Hebron." What do we know about Hebron is that's where Abraham was buried, his wife 
Sarah. Abraham and other. He was the beginning of God calling a people and making them a nation and doing a 
work. It all began with a man named Abraham who was once a moon worshiper, once a pagan, no idea of a holy 
God who was out there desiring a relationship with him. This is where Caleb wants the land because he can relate 
to that. He's comfortable with that.   A God who calls a people who aren't his people. A God who calls a people 
who aren't entitled to anything. A God of people who were distance and a people who were doing their own thing. 
Wrapped up in their own ways and yet he would step into their lives, reveal himself to them. Say, "Come and I'll 
make you a great nation. I'll make you a great family. I will give you my great love." This is what Caleb wants. This is 
what we should all want because this is the God who loves us. 
  
Hebron means Fellowship / Communion & At One 
Hebron means fellowship and communion and this is where Caleb wants to be, where he can fellowship in 
communion with God. It's no wonder that this is where the giants are because it's the last place that the devil 
would want you to ever be is in fellowship and communion with a God who has this unconditional love. An open 
invitation to all to come to the fellowship with him, commune, be one with him. At one, atonement with him, at-
one-ment with him. Of course there's going to be giants because that's the last thing the devil wants you to have 
and to enjoy. 
  
Didn’t want Comfortable Land – but Fellowship / Caleb shows – Can Have all of Jesus Christ You Want 
Now we clearly see why Caleb didn't want the beach or the olive trees, he wanted the place that he knew as 
communion as one and he was willing to fight for it all the way into his old age. He said, "Let the people have the 
other lands." You know there's some other lands.  There's a land down there in Tel Aviv. It's beautiful. I've been 
there. It's beautiful. Jerusalem rising up to the mount, a city that would be glittering and reflecting God's glory. It's 
beautiful there. There's beautiful beaches. There are beautiful valleys. There's places of beautiful orchards, places 
of beautiful trees and flowers and roses. Israel is the number one exporter in the world of roses.  But Caleb doesn't 
want any of that. He wants Hebron. He wants the place of communion even if he has to fight for it. You can have 
all of Jesus Christ you want but not one bit more and Caleb is the picture. He shows it to us, that you can have all of 
Jesus Christ you want, all of him. He withholds nothing and he calls us, "Come commune with me. Let me give you 
your inheritance so that you can have all of me, this communion, this presence, this oneness, this at onement." 
  
What a Beautiful Picture – Caleb comes with His Receipt for the Hebron 
Oh, what a beautiful picture we read here in Caleb not taking lots, saying, "I have a receipt right here in my hand, 
Joshua. Let me remind you. This was what was promised to me by the Lord. I claim it now and I'm going to go mop 
up anything that would keep me from all that the Lord would have of me." 
  
Key to Communion – Wholly Following God 
And as we close it out, this short insert about Caleb, it says, "For he wholly followed the Lord." And there is our key 
to communion with God, onement with God. Unity with God. Experience his presence. It's holy. Follow him. And so 
one last final word as we look at the life of Caleb. Forty years as a slave, forty years wandering in the wilderness. It 



was him that laid eyes on Hebron when only he and Joshua, said, "Give me that. We can take that land." And yet 
the others all went in fear. 
  
The Patience of Caleb 
Technically it was two years into the exodus from Egypt so it was thirty-eight years before they entered into this 
promised land and crossed the Jordan. As we studied, there were seven years of war and so here we are. Caleb has 
waited forty-five years for his promise and never wavered from it and fought the whole way. And remained faithful 
and was wholly dedicated to the Lord for the whole time. The picture for us. Things might not come immediately. 
We might get excited about this passage for we have to remember there is a war and wars take time. 
  
How Long are You willing to Wait? 
You might have to wait forty-five minutes, forty-five days, forty-five months. You might have to wait forty-five 
years but I will promise you every step will take you closer to the promise just as in the life of Caleb every step took 
him. As people may be going backwards and drifting away, it was still every step for Caleb was, "I'm getting closer 
to the promise because there's going to come a time that I'm going to enter in." Every step you take, however long 
it takes and however long you must wait, you will enter in and one day fully receive this promise. 
 

Response 
Come to Throne of Grace 
So now come to the throne of grace and spend time with the Lord, ask Him take this word and work it into your 
life. 
Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
Joshua - Prayer Guide 

• Reverence – What do we see about our Great God? 
• Response – How do I respond to all that He is? 

• Requests – What can I boldly request from Him based on this? 

• Readiness – What do a need to be on-guard against when I leave here today? 

• Reverence – How great is Our God? 

 
 
End of Study 
 
 
  



Joshua 15 
Joshua 15:1-63 
 
The Theme of this Book 
The theme of this book is the victorious Christian life, and how to have it.  This book is not only a history book, but 
a His-Story book of what He wants to do in your life today, not tomorrow, not a decade from now, not when you 
enter into heaven, but today.  God wants to give us, have us live, the abundant Spirit-filled Christian life today.  
And He shows us a practical how-to in this Book of Joshua, and in our passage of text today. 
Joshua 1:3 (NKJV) 3 Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given you, as I said to Moses.  
 
Ephesians 1:3 (NKJV) 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places in Christ,  
 
John 10:10 (NKJV) 10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may 
have it more abundantly.  
 
Romans 15:4 (NKJV) 4 For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the 
Scriptures might have hope.  

 
13-19 Dividing the Land  
Now in chapter 13-19, we will see the dividing of the land, the Promised Land that goes all the way back to 
Abraham (approximately 600 years prior – around 2,000 BC).  This land dividing we read in this chapter is about 
1,400 BC. 
Genesis 15:18–21 (NKJV) 18 On the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying: “To your descendants I have given this land, from 
the river of Egypt to the great river, the River Euphrates—19 the Kenites, the Kenezzites, the Kadmonites, 20 the Hittites, the Perizzites, the 
Rephaim, 21 the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites, and the Jebusites.”  

 
Land to Judah 
In chapter 15, we see a description of the land given to Judah. Again, while this may be tedious to us, it was as 
important to the people of Judah as discovering our own unique place and function in the body of Christ is to us. 
 
Outline Chapter 15:1-63 

• (15:1-12) – Geographical Boundaries of land given to Tribe of Judah 
• (15:13) – Caleb given Hebron 

• (15:14) – Caleb drives the Giants out of the Land 

• (15:15-17) – Caleb gives his Daughter in Marriage 

• (15:18-19) – Caleb’s Daughter asks for Specific Land 

• (15:20-62) – The Cities in the Land given to the Tribe of Judah 

• (15:63) – The Tribe of Judah can’t drive Jebusites out of Jerusalem 
 

(15:1-12) – Geographical Boundaries of land given to Tribe of Judah 
Joshua 15:1 So this was the lot of the tribe of the children of Judah according to their families: The border of 
Edom at the Wilderness of Zin southward was the extreme southern boundary.  
Joshua 15:2 And their southern border began at the shore of the Salt Sea, from the bay that faces southward.  
Joshua 15:3 Then it went out to the southern side of the Ascent of Akrabbim, passed along to Zin, ascended on 
the south side of Kadesh Barnea, passed along to Hezron, went up to Adar, and went around to Karkaa.  
Joshua 15:4 From there it passed toward Azmon and went out to the Brook of Egypt; and the border ended at 
the sea. This shall be your southern border.  
Joshua 15:5 The east border was the Salt Sea as far as the mouth of the Jordan. And the border on the northern 
quarter began at the bay of the sea at the mouth of the Jordan.  
Joshua 15:6 The border went up to Beth Hoglah and passed north of Beth Arabah; and the border went up to the 
stone of Bohan the son of Reuben.  
Joshua 15:7 Then the border went up toward Debir from the Valley of Achor, and it turned northward toward 
Gilgal, which is before the Ascent of Adummim, which is on the south side of the valley. The border continued 
toward the waters of En Shemesh and ended at En Rogel.  



Joshua 15:8 And the border went up by the Valley of the Son of Hinnom to the southern slope of the Jebusite 
city (which is Jerusalem). The border went up to the top of the mountain that lies before the Valley of Hinnom 
westward, which is at the end of the Valley of Rephaim northward.  
Joshua 15:9 Then the border went around from the top of the hill to the fountain of the water of Nephtoah, and 
extended to the cities of Mount Ephron. And the border went around to Baalah (which is Kirjath Jearim).  
Joshua 15:10 Then the border turned westward from Baalah to Mount Seir, passed along to the side of Mount 
Jearim on the north (which is Chesalon), went down to Beth Shemesh, and passed on to Timnah.  
Joshua 15:11 And the border went out to the side of Ekron northward. Then the border went around to Shicron, 
passed along to Mount Baalah, and extended to Jabneel; and the border ended at the sea.  
Joshua 15:12 The west border was the coastline of the Great Sea. This is the boundary of the children of Judah 
all around according to their families.  
 
15:1-12 – Geographical Boundaries 
So verses 1-12, lay out the geographical boundaries of the land that was given to the Tribe of Judah.  See the map 
enclosed in these note at the beginning of this document to see the boundaries. 
 

(15:13) – Caleb given Hebron 
Joshua 15:13 Now to Caleb the son of Jephunneh he gave a share among the children of Judah, according to the 
commandment of the LORD to Joshua, namely, Kirjath Arba, which is Hebron (Arba was the father of Anak).  
 
Caleb has Receipt for Hebron / but Lot “happens” to give Judah Hebron / Promised way Before – 40yrs 
Please note here in chapter 15 that Caleb gets Hebron, which is part of the tribal lot and inheritance of Judah, 
because Caleb is from the lineage of Judah. What's important to note here is that Caleb had a receipt, if you would, 
for the land of Hebron, as we've studied in chapter 14; but ……. it just happens that the lot, as it was picked, as we 
described how that process worked, the tribe of Judah just happens to get that area that Hebron is. What you see 
there is perfect prophesy fulfillment, although they picked lots, the priest put one hand in the left pot and picked 
Judah, then with his right hand he picked into a different lot and picked up this area that was roped off, if you 
would, borders established, and he picked the tribe of Judah. Caleb was promised this land long before this lot was 
determined, and so we see that what's happened here is that God literally steered the hands of the priest as they 
picked who gets what land, what tribe gets what area.  
Joshua 14:11–15 (NKJV) 11 As yet I am as strong this day as on the day that Moses sent me; just as my strength was then, so now is my strength 
for war, both for going out and for coming in. 12 Now therefore, give me this mountain of which the LORD spoke in that day; for you heard in that 
day how the Anakim were there, and that the cities were great and fortified. It may be that the LORD will be with me, and I shall be able to drive 
them out as the LORD said.” 13 And Joshua blessed him, and gave Hebron to Caleb the son of Jephunneh as an inheritance. 14 Hebron therefore 
became the inheritance of Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite to this day, because he wholly followed the LORD God of Israel. 15 And the 
name of Hebron formerly was Kirjath Arba (Arba was the greatest man among the Anakim). Then the land had rest from war.  

 
Christian – Believe & Apply /God is Steering Your Details/ Romans 8:28 – All Things (are every last thing) 
Christian, can you believe that? Can you believe this story? Sure you can. Can you believe that and then apply it to 
your life personally that God is in every detail. He's in every detail long before the detail needs to be detailed out. 
He is way ahead of your life forming and fashioning, bringing pieces together so that you might have all that God 
wants for you. 
 
Romans 8:28, "All things work together for good for those who love God and are called according to his purposes." 
All things, what are things? Every detail of your life, God is involved in.  

• God's in the details of where you're going to work,  

• God's in the details of your finances,  

• God's in the details of your relationships,  

• God's in the detail of your health,  

• God's in the detail of everything.  
Romans 8:28 (NKJV) 28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His 
purpose.  

 
 



In Details even in Fallen World / God will use things He Hates – Bring about Things He Loves  
Am I saying that He causes everything? That's a whole other study again on fallen man living in a fallen world with 
a sovereign God, but even in the fallen state as these things are so painful and hurtful, we can still see that God's in 
the detail even when the fallen world hits us and gets us. God will use the things that He hates to develop and 
bring about the things that He loves. Let me say that again, God will use the things that He hates, and He hates 
disease and war and poverty and all these things that come with a fallen world, but He will use the things that He 
hates to bring about the things that He loves, and that is you, forming and fashioning you into the image of Him, 
His glory, and that your glory will be to greater glory and you will be at light on hill for all the world to see. 
Matthew 5:14 (NKJV) 14 “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden.  
  

Pastor Tim Delena 
So God guides the hand of the priest as they pick from the pots, making sure they pick the area that makes sure 
that Caleb gets Hebron.  I am reminded of a story from Pastor Tim Delena down in Louisiana (previously New York 
City), and he tells a story of his successor who took his church that he started from a Bible study and it grew to a 
thousand but God was calling him to move on to another location to plant another work and to do another 
ministry. He tells the story of the man who would be his replacement and that man came home one night, entered 
into his home, this is in Detroit, Michigan, and an intruder had broken in and an intruder attacked him upon the 
surprise and started to stab him, stabbed him 32 times. Amazingly, 32 times with a 6 inch blade, yet every stab 
missed a vital organ. That is amazing. Doctors say the randomness possibility of that is into the impossibility realm. 
I like how Pastor Tim says it, even though this man's being stabbed, God's saying, in this sovereign situation, "Okay, 
you can stab him here, but no you can't stab him there. Okay, you can stab him here, but not 1 inch lower, nor can 
you can you stab him 1 inch higher either, just exactly right there."  32 times the man was stabbed. He tells a story, 
the man who was stabbed, that he crawls out to the front porch to seek help after the intruder fled, but there's 
nobody out on the street because it's like 1 in the morning, or 3 in the morning, he dragged himself across his front 
yard, over the street, in through the neighbor's front yard, up his steps to his front door, knocked on the door. The 
neighbor was awoken out of sleep and called the ambulance and the man was saved. Here's the amazing thing of 
this story of God's great planning and God's great sovereign hand. The police report writes, "2 things we can verify, 
that he was stabbed in his home, his row house, and that he made it to the neighbor's front door to be rescued, 
but there is not 1 drop of blood in between those 2 homes and on the street. Not one drop of blood was found."  It 
was as if, and this is where we can fill in the rest of the police report, as if God picked him up and carried him 
across the street, laid him at that front door, and rang the doorbell for him. 
 
Oh the Sovereign Hand Working in Your Life / All Things – Means Every Last Thing / Even in Fallen World 
Oh, God sovereign hand is working in your life, Christian, long before we ever see it. He who began a good work 
will be faithful to complete it. All things. What things? All things. Every last detail of everything, he's working. Even 
in the midst of a fallen world. He'll even take the things that he hates to bring to pass the things that he loves 
because this world is temporal and it is fading.  
Philippians 1:6 (NKJV) 6 being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus 
Christ;  
 
Romans 8:28 (NKJV) 28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His 
purpose.  

 
My Life is Not Pain-Free / But I can Say – God is Good / If You are Hurting – God Sees / He Captures Tears 
I just want to say anyone here, I don't say that like I live the perfect life, I know pain, many of you know my story, 
you know my life, you know what we face, but I can sit here and I can say, "Though the devil slay me, though God 
would allow me to be slayed, yet will I praise Him because I know my God loves me and my God sent His only 
begotten Son for me. I know that He will do all things for me good, and sometimes even in the midst of a fallen 
world He brings those to pass."  I want just to say to you, if you're struggling through anything in the pain that you 
may be experiencing, I want you to know God sees it. I don't want to say God allowed it, but God sees it, God's in 
it, and God will do a work in your life and He will wrap you in His arms of love, and if need be He will pick you up 
and carry you to your next destination to take you to where He needs/wants you to be in the next place. While you 
are in that place of pain and sorrow, come let us pray for you, let us minister to you, let us be the hands and feet of 
Jesus Christ for you, and let us tell you not with a cliché but with the promise of the Word of God …... He sees it, He 



knows your pain, His heart's breaking for you, He's capturing every tear that you shed, and He's capturing it into a 
bottle, and He is writing it in His book. 
Job 13:15 (NKJV) 15 Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him. Even so, I will defend my own ways before Him.  

 
Psalm 56:8 (NKJV) 8 You number my wanderings; Put my tears into Your bottle; Are they not in Your book?  
 
Matthew 10:30 (NKJV) 30 But the very hairs of your head are all numbered.  

 
John 3:16 (NKJV) 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life.  

 
He wants to Minister to You Today / Though we See Dimly – Someday see Clearly / Heart beats for You 
He wants to minister to you today and He's going to give you a whole eternal life in heaven to minister to you and 
to love you and we'll see all things clearly. Right now we only see Him dimly, but we'll see all things clearly when 
we reach that place and are resting in His arms. I just look forward to get to do that, do what the apostle John did, 
to just rest my head on His chest as we break bread together and have fellowship together, and just to hear His 
heart beat and to know that His heart beats for me. Beloved, that heart beats for you. 
1 Corinthians 13:12–13 (NKJV) 12 For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I also 

am known. 13 And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.  

 

(15:14) – Caleb Drives the Giants out of the Land 
Joshua 15:14 Caleb drove out the three sons of Anak from there: Sheshai, Ahiman, and Talmai, the children of 
Anak.  
 
Caleb wants more Giants – not Grapes & Melons / Didn’t want Retire or Easy 
Now, also, chapter 15, we see Caleb wanting more giant meat. He's not interested in grapes and big watermelons. 
He wants to go throw down, go toe-to-toe with these giants. We'll read what a man of strength as he will be the 
only one that we'll read that utterly drives everyone out of his promised land of possession. There'll continually be 
these pockets of resistance and then the other tribes we will read, the other people we won't rid them, we'll bring 
them to the place of utterly driving them out. Our Caleb, strong this day as when he first came in, never lost his 
vigor and never lost his power for the things of the Lord. He was always excited about his Lord and he was always 
ready for the next battle. He didn't want to retire, he didn't want to take an easy route.  He didn’t want sardines, 
he wanted sharks and marlins; he didn’t want rabbits, he went hunting and loaded for bear!  Oh what a mighty 
warrior for the Lord; may we be the same type of warriors for the Lord in the land God has sovereignly placed us 
in. 
 
Christians – Purpose of Life to Arrive @ Death Safely 
I like the saying, many Christians believe that the whole purpose of life is to arrive at heaven safely and 
comfortably, while Caleb would totally disagree with that. I'm 85 years old, I'm ready for war, I'm ready for more. 
Give it to me, and he will fight to the end. 
 
Joshua & Caleb not in Hall of Faith / Just Basic Christianity / Wholly Follow the Lord 
Interesting enough that Caleb, or Joshua, is not mentioned in Hebrews 11 in the hall of faith. We know that he is a 
man of faith, we know that this whole book is a book of men and women of faith, and Hebrews 11 is by no means 
an exhaustive listing of men and women of faith. I just find it interesting and sometimes it's what's not there that 
interests me, and that is that Caleb's name isn't mentioned. It just lends me to the position of this is what God 
expects from us, Christian. This is our calling. This is the base, the basics of Christian faith. That is to wholly follow 
after God and that's what Caleb's known for. The basics to be men and women, fighters, giant killers, land takers, 
inheritance, receivers, and so may that be our life story and may that be something that we purpose in our hearts 
today. That's just going to be my life. I'm not even going to consider that I'm doing something over and above. This 
is just what God calls me to do and so I'm going to do it. 
 
 
 



(15:15-17) – Caleb gives his Daughter in Marriage 
Joshua 15:15 Then he went up from there to the inhabitants of Debir (formerly the name of Debir was Kirjath 
Sepher).  
Joshua 15:16 And Caleb said, “He who attacks Kirjath Sepher and takes it, to him I will give Achsah my daughter 
as wife.”  
Joshua 15:17 So Othniel the son of Kenaz, the brother of Caleb, took it; and he gave him Achsah his daughter as 
wife.  
 
Awesome Story / Caleb loves to Fight – Challenge & Condition for my Daughter / Only Giant Killers for Daughter 
A beautiful, wonderful place here, he says, "Any man who can storm this hill and defeat these enemeies and most 
likely giants, I'll give you my daughter. We know Caleb wants to be the man who fights, he's not looking for a way 
out of the fight. What we see is Caleb, he's laying down a challenge, but he's also laying down a condition. That 
condition is no man of this tribe will ever be worthy of my daughter's hand unless they are a warrior like me. 
Unless they are a giant killer, they are not worthy of my daughter's hand. He's making a statement to everybody, 
"Don't come knocking on my daughter's door looking to take my daughter out on a date if you are not a man of 
war. If you are not a man of faith who believes that your God will join with you and deliver and bring victories into 
your life. You cannot take my daughter's hand unless you are a man who believes that God is who He says that He 
is. I don't want anyone taking my daughter's hand that is not going to have the power to protect her when the 
giants come." 
  
Caleb knows Wont Live forever / Man who will Defend My Daughter 
Caleb knows he won't live forever, and he's looking for the man who takes my daughter hand, he has to be a man's 
man. He has to be a man who will defend my daughter's honor, my daughter's love, my daughter's faith with 
whatever it will cost him. He's not just laying out a challenge, he's laying out a condition. 
 
Challenge & Condition – All Men Dating this is God’s Word to You / Willing to Die for Her / Spotless Bride 
Caleb lays challenge and condition for who's going to take his daughter's hand, and so I say to every man here 
who's dating, courting, and married, this is what God's calling you to do. This is what He's requiring of you before 
you take that girl's hand and said, "Will you be my wife till death do us part?" God's given you the call, you'll be the 
one who dies first.  

• You'll die to yourself.  

• You'll die fighting for her.  
• You'll die leading her into the arms of the Lord.  

• You'll die to your football games and your PlayStation games and all these other things because you live a 
life of washing her with the water of the Word as we read in Ephesians, making her a spotless and pure 
bride before her Lord.  

• You'll be the man who wakes up early or stays up late praying for her, praying over her, giving of yourself 
to her.  

• You become the ministry of word and prayer as we read in Acts 6:4. That was a calling of the Apostle's 
sent ones and if God has sent you to her, that becomes your whole life. The ministry of the word and 
prayer for her. Husbands, don't let your wives know the Bible better than you. I'm not saying this as a 
competition, I'm saying it as it's your calling, it's your responsibility to be men of the word.  

Ephesians 5:25–28 (NKJV) 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 26 that He might sanctify 
and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or 
any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish. 28 So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves 
his wife loves himself.  

 
Story of Mom Dating – Cards 1st 
I'm reminded of the story when my mother was a young girl, any man who wanted to date her had to come first 
date always was playing cards at the house. Mom tells the story of one man who came courting and they're playing 
cards and my mother says, "The cards are dealt." My grandfather, his name was Ray, where I get my name, was a 
Navy boxing champ so he was full of vigor. He was a strong man. He was not a man to be toiled with. As the cards 
are dealt, he lifts up the cards, he looks at his hands, and his face gets red. He gets this look of anger upon him and 



he picks his hand, slams the cards down, says, "You cheater," and puts the finger in this boy's face. Then chairs 
start flipping over. Tables start moving. The clatter begins as he rises from the table and this boy wasted no time, 
as quick feet are happy feet, and he got himself out the front door, down the sidewalk, and a hundred yards away 
before my grandfather even made it to the front door.  My mother chases him out the door yelling at my 
grandfather, "You've embarrassed me, you've ruined my life! Why did you do that?" She chases the young man 
who's courting her down the street and catches up and she's like, "I'm so sorry, my dad's a nut. My dad's crazy. I 
don't know what’s wrong with him, I'm so embarrassed by this." The young man puts his head down and he goes, 
"Well, I was cheating. He just caught me." Just a family favorite story, but I do like it did. My granddad, he wasn't 
letting no liar, cheating thief come and try to take his daughter's hand. I look at that and say, "If I had a daughter, 
you could be sure we'd be playing cards on the first date." I'll tell my sons that's how you should treat a lady. Treat 
them the way Jesus Christ does. If you can't live up to the challenging condition that Caleb laid out then you need 
to wait before you date. 
  
Girls Wait before you Date / All Things – Means Every last Thing 
You young girls dating, that's what you need. Wait before you date. If he doesn't have these attributes, then you'll 
be far better off just being alone waiting on the Lord who is a sovereign God who's planning every detail of your 
life because all things, what things, all things, every detailed thing, every small little detail, every big little detail, all 
little details to God that should all be big details to us, He's working in them so that He might bring us to a good 
place, a wonderful place. 
 

(15:18-19) – Caleb’s Daughter asks for Specific Land 
Joshua 15:18 Now it was so, when she came to him, that she persuaded him to ask her father for a field. So she 
dismounted from her donkey, and Caleb said to her, “What do you wish?”  
Joshua 15:19 She answered, “Give me a blessing; since you have given me land in the South, give me also springs 
of water.” So he gave her the upper springs and the lower springs.  
 
Woman have Gift of Persuasion 
Verse 18, it says now she came in, she persuaded him to ask her father for a field. That's just a gift that wives have, 
the gift of persuasion upon the husband. It must be one of the spiritual gifts, not necessarily mentioned in the 
Scriptures, but we surely see that women have this gift. 
 
Contradiction of Trusting – NOT / Caleb’s Daughter – Boldly Ask 
Caleb's daughter persuades her husband to ask for the field that's next to the spring. This is a contradiction of 
trusting the sovereignty of God. Oh, I don't think so at all. I see this is daddy's little girl. She's been raised by Caleb, 
she is her dad's daughter for sure, and she sees dad going and saying, "Hey, Joshua. I want my inheritance in 
Hebron. I want to be where the giants are. I want to go take the land that was promised to me. Here's my receipt 
from Moses saying that it's mine."  
 
James 4:2 / Look for His Face – not Just His Hand / Ask so You can See Me in Details 
She comes just like her dad saying, "Hey, dad, I want that land because that's what I want." I think here's the place, 
James 4:2, "You have not because you ask not." Hey, Christian. Don't be afraid to ask. Don't be afraid to ask. 
Saying, this is what I want. This is what I want to see come the past. This is what I want to see your hand do 
because God loves it like every mother and father does, come to Me ask of Me, I want to give to you, I want to 
bless you. I'll only bless you what's going to be good for you. I'm going to bless you with things that will keep you 
close to Me and not draw you away from Me. I want you to ask because I want you to see how I answer and bring 
request the past. As we always say though, "Seek God's face before you seek His hand." If you seek His face, just 
Hebron (fellowshipping with Him), be in one with Him, and enter communion with Him, you'll be sure you'll see His 
hand. If you only seek His hand, you'll pretty much spend miss seeing His face. 
James 4:1–3 (NKJV) 1 Where do wars and fights come from among you? Do they not come from your desires for pleasure that war in your 
members? 2 You lust and do not have. You murder and covet and cannot obtain. You fight and war. Yet you do not have because you do not ask. 
3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures.  

 
 



(15:20-62) – The Cities in the Land given to the Tribe of Judah 
Joshua 15:20 This was the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Judah according to their families:  
Joshua 15:21 The cities at the limits of the tribe of the children of Judah, toward the border of Edom in the 
South, were Kabzeel, Eder, Jagur,  
Joshua 15:22 Kinah, Dimonah, Adadah,  
Joshua 15:23 Kedesh, Hazor, Ithnan,  
Joshua 15:24 Ziph, Telem, Bealoth,  
Joshua 15:25 Hazor, Hadattah, Kerioth, Hezron (which is Hazor),  
Joshua 15:26 Amam, Shema, Moladah,  
Joshua 15:27 Hazar Gaddah, Heshmon, Beth Pelet,  
Joshua 15:28 Hazar Shual, Beersheba, Bizjothjah,  
Joshua 15:29 Baalah, Ijim, Ezem,  
Joshua 15:30 Eltolad, Chesil, Hormah,  
Joshua 15:31 Ziklag, Madmannah, Sansannah,  
Joshua 15:32 Lebaoth, Shilhim, Ain, and Rimmon: all the cities are twenty-nine, with their villages.  
Joshua 15:33 In the lowland: Eshtaol, Zorah, Ashnah,  
Joshua 15:34 Zanoah, En Gannim, Tappuah, Enam,  
Joshua 15:35 Jarmuth, Adullam, Socoh, Azekah,  
Joshua 15:36 Sharaim, Adithaim, Gederah, and Gederothaim: fourteen cities with their villages;  
Joshua 15:37 Zenan, Hadashah, Migdal Gad,  
Joshua 15:38 Dilean, Mizpah, Joktheel,  
Joshua 15:39 Lachish, Bozkath, Eglon,  
Joshua 15:40 Cabbon, Lahmas, Kithlish,  
Joshua 15:41 Gederoth, Beth Dagon, Naamah, and Makkedah: sixteen cities with their villages;  
Joshua 15:42 Libnah, Ether, Ashan,  
Joshua 15:43 Jiphtah, Ashnah, Nezib,  
Joshua 15:44 Keilah, Achzib, and Mareshah: nine cities with their villages;  
Joshua 15:45 Ekron, with its towns and villages;  
Joshua 15:46 from Ekron to the sea, all that lay near Ashdod, with their villages;  
Joshua 15:47 Ashdod with its towns and villages, Gaza with its towns and villages—as far as the Brook of Egypt 
and the Great Sea with its coastline.  
Joshua 15:48 And in the mountain country: Shamir, Jattir, Sochoh,  
Joshua 15:49 Dannah, Kirjath Sannah (which is Debir),  
Joshua 15:50 Anab, Eshtemoh, Anim,  
Joshua 15:51 Goshen, Holon, and Giloh: eleven cities with their villages;  
Joshua 15:52 Arab, Dumah, Eshean,  
Joshua 15:53 Janum, Beth Tappuah, Aphekah,  
Joshua 15:54 Humtah, Kirjath Arba (which is Hebron), and Zior: nine cities with their villages;  
Joshua 15:55 Maon, Carmel, Ziph, Juttah,  
Joshua 15:56 Jezreel, Jokdeam, Zanoah,  
Joshua 15:57 Kain, Gibeah, and Timnah: ten cities with their villages;  
Joshua 15:58 Halhul, Beth Zur, Gedor,  
Joshua 15:59 Maarath, Beth Anoth, and Eltekon: six cities with their villages;  
Joshua 15:60 Kirjath Baal (which is Kirjath Jearim) and Rabbah: two cities with their villages.  
Joshua 15:61 In the wilderness: Beth Arabah, Middin, Secacah,  
Joshua 15:62 Nibshan, the City of Salt, and En Gedi: six cities with their villages.  
 
All Land for Judah /Boring –but not for Them / Name 5 Things 
Now, versus 21 all the way to the end of 62 are the cities, the land that was given to Tribe of Judah. We can say 
boring until we go, "What would it look like and how often would we love to read these verses 21, through 62 
when it was all about what God has given us." Christian, what has God given you today to celebrate a 
Thanksgiving? Can you name five things right now in your mind that He's given you that you can praise Him for, be 



thankful for, and see His great hand, see His great love, see His great provision giving you because He loves you. 
Nothing that we earn, a man receives nothing unless it's been given to him from above. Yet He gives, He gave His 
only Begotten Son and didn't stop there, He just gives, and gives, and gives. What a loving, kind, tremendous, 
Father God that we have.  
John 3:27 (NKJV) 27 John answered and said, “A man can receive nothing unless it has been given to him from heaven.  

 
Nothing They worked For / Picture of Our Inheritance 
These things we are reading, this is beautiful, tremendous country and land. I mean cities built not by their hands 
(112 of them listed in this list here), how amazing is that? Crops and vineyards already planted, water and 
irrigation lines already laid for them, and dug for them. All these riches, theirs. Walking in the homes that are 
furnished already, walking into bank accounts, land and possessions that have silver and gold in the homes of the 
people who had them because this land of Canaan, it was flowing with milk and honey. It's a picture of prosperity 
and wealth, and so it's a picture to us, all that God has given us. All the wealth of it, the tremendous prosperity 
that we has spiritually in Him. Oh blessed be the name of the Lord. 
Joshua 1:3 (NKJV) 3 Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given you, as I said to Moses.  
 
Ephesians 1:3 (NKJV) 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places in Christ,  

 

(15:63) – The Tribe of Judah can’t drive Jebusites out of Jerusalem 
Joshua 15:63 As for the Jebusites, the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the children of Judah could not drive them out; 
but the Jebusites dwell with the children of Judah at Jerusalem to this day.  
 
Not till David will Jerusalem be Taken 
It wasn’t until the time of David that the city of Jerusalem was taken.  The city of Jerusalem was on a hill and had 
fortifications around it.  You had to come up from the valley.  It was just too easily to defend.  They weren’t able to 
take the city of Jerusalem.  The way it was finally conquered was interesting.  Today in recent excavations they 
have excavated the shaft that Joab climbed to get into the city in order to open the gates so that David’s men 
could take the city of Jerusalem.  You can go today and down near the Spring of Gihon, the Jebusites had dug a 
shaft through the rock, down to the spring, so that they would let their buckets down and lift the water up.  That 
way they had a supply of water.  One of the things when a city was besieged; what always caused the fall of the 
city was of course the absence of food and usually the need for water.  So they would often times dig these 
tunnels.  Hezekiah later dug a tunnel you remember, from the Spring of Gihon, 1,700 feet over to the Pool of 
Siloam.  You can walk through that tunnel that Hezekiah dug.  The Jebusites before then, had a shaft that went on 
up and the men of David couldn’t figure out how they were getting water in the city.  Finally they figured that 
there must be this shaft that existed.  So Joab, (and the shaft is probably four or five feet wide), at night, (you can 
imagine what it must have been like, dark,...but what a tough guy), he climbed up this shaft and got into the city 
and opened the city for David’s men to conquer.  But at the time of Joshua the city of Jerusalem was not yet taken.  
As I said, that becomes really sort of the tragic story...how that they did not take all of the land that God had 
promised. 
 
V.63 –Sad Verse / You Have All Jesus you Want – Not 1Bit More / Generations not Teaching Kids How to Fight 
Verse 63, sad verse, this is Jerusalem future capital. This Tribe if Judah couldn't drive out these squatters. We close 
with that reminder of God, Christian, you're going to have all of Jesus Christ you want, but not one drop more. 
How much are you willing to roll up the sleeve, and go to fight for it, and battle it, and drive him out so that you 
might have all. One of the sad parts here again is they're not driving them out, for their future generation not 
teaching their kids to settle for less, and their kid's kids settle for less. They wouldn't be a generation that says, 
"We're going to fight, we're going to teach our kids how to fight, and we’re going to teach them how to stop at 
nothing less than all the God would have." 
 
Don’t Grow Weary / Caleb believed God’s Promises were His Enablement / You can Have Victory 
I pray that for each of us that we never grow weary and that we continue this battle. How? I think we can see it 
and I just want to go back and summarize the life of Caleb here for about 5 or 10 minutes.  What we see in the life 



of Caleb is God's command is his enablement. Caleb could drive out the inhabitants, but others wouldn't. We see a 
choice and we see Caleb, he took his choice and God enabled him to drive these things. Whatever your thing is, 
you can have victory over it. Whatever thing you think you'll never unseat and will always be part of your territory 
of life, your future, and it will be always something that you'll see as you're passing through life. You always know 
that it's there and in so many times it will beat you and defeat you if you can look at the life of Caleb and see any 
command that God gives me comes with His enablement to beat that and to have victory over it.  
 
Why others didn’t Invite Caleb to Speak / Read Biographies – Pass them On 
If I was this who were in Jerusalem, I'd be calling Caleb and saying, "Can you come speak to my men? Can you 
come speak to my group? Could you come and spend time, we want to ask you some questions, we want to glean 
some power from you? How, you are who you are. It's so it's true for us read biographies of great men and great 
women. Go and hear them when the opportunity comes. The internet is just a plethora of being able to hear 
testimony of great men and women of faith.  When you hear one, after you watched it and you're moved, e-mail it 
on and tell a bunch of your brothers and sisters, "Oh man, this stirred me up. I think it will stir you up. Here you 
go." If they don't listen because they're busy watching the football game, then that's not your worry. You just keep 
moving on, and don't look back, and let other people keep you down and keep you back. Keep moving on to what 
God has for you.   God will instruct you in all paths and ways of holiness. God will always give you everything you 
need for personal holiness.  
2 Peter 1:2–4 (NKJV) 2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, 3 as His divine power has given to us 
all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, 4 by which have been given to us 
exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in 
the world through lust.  

 
6 Things to Do to Finish Strong 
Here are 6 things to remember about Caleb and to apply to your life today, so that you may finish as strong as 
Caleb did. 
 
Patience  
Patience - 45 years of waiting for the promise.  Both Joshua and Caleb had to endure a whole generation of 
faithless people. The people during the wilderness wanderings were constant complainers, repeatedly rebellious 
(see I Cor.10:1-13).  Caleb and Joshua repeatedly resisted the temptation to follow the crowd into these sins. And 
they also repeatedly resisted the temptation to allow a bitter attitude to take root toward them. They had both 
witnessed the humility of Moses in praying for this rebellious bunch year after year after year, and they became 
like him. They also saw Moses fail when he became angry with the people and struck the rock. That cost him the 
Promised Land, and Joshua & Caleb never forgot it.  Can you imagine being held back from greater blessings from 
God and it not being your fault, but the fault of your brothers and sisters in the Lord?  But here is what needs to be 
remembered, and that yes after the generation of the unbelieving died off, Caleb needed the generation of faith to 
arise, for Caleb needed them to take the Promised Land.  And although some Christians may disappoint you and let 
you down, there are brothers and sisters of faith and arms who you need to help you claim your spiritual 
inheritance. 
Deuteronomy 1:34–36 (NKJV) 34 “And the LORD heard the sound of your words, and was angry, and took an oath, saying, 35 ‘Surely not one of 
these men of this evil generation shall see that good land of which I swore to give to your fathers, 36 except Caleb the son of Jephunneh; he shall 
see it, and to him and his children I am giving the land on which he walked, because he wholly followed the LORD.’  

 
Perseverance 
Perseverance – pushing on through, 45 years of war, but never quit. 
Hebrews 10:35–36 (NKJV) 35 Therefore do not cast away your confidence, which has great reward. 36 For you have need of endurance, so that 
after you have done the will of God, you may receive the promise:  

 
Submission  
Submission - Caleb could have set out and started his own movement 45 years earlier, “Take The Promised Land” 
Church. But not only did he not do that, he remained submitted, first to Moses, then to Joshua. When Joshua was 
commissioned to lead the people after Moses died, Caleb could have resented it.  
Galatians 6:9–10 (NKJV) 9 And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart. 10 Therefore, as 
we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the household of faith.  



       
Faith 
Faith - The eagle has eight times as many visual cells per cubic centimeter than a human. This translates into some 
pretty astounding capabilities. Flying at 600 feet elevation, an eagle can spot an object the size of a dime moving 
through six inch grass. It can see three inch fish jumping in a lake three miles away. It sees what others miss. 
People with faith are like that.  
2 Corinthians 4:18 (NKJV) 18 while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are 
seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal.  

 
Zeal 
Zeal - Fervor can easily be lost over time. Here Caleb is, 85 years old, and he is itching to get out and fight some 
giants! This is what we saw in him 45 years earlier when Moses sent him in to spy out the land.  I think it is a 
healthy thing to go pick some fights with the Devil, it will keep you strong and not let you grow weak. 
Romans 12:11–12 (NKJV) 11 not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; 12 rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing 
steadfastly in prayer;  
 
1 Corinthians 9:24–27 (NKJV) 24 Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you 
may obtain it. 25 And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an 

imperishable crown. 26 Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who beats the air. 27 But I discipline my body and bring 
it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.  

 
Courage  
Courage - Russian novelist & historian Alexander Solzhenitsyn said, “Must one point out that from ancient times a 
decline in courage has been considered the beginning of the end.”  Don’t lose your courage, call upon the Lord to 
give you a fresh dose if your courage is weak today.  Fight the good fight, with all the fight you have in you, and ask 
the Lord for more fight at that.          
 

Response 
Come to Throne of Grace 
So now come to the throne of grace and spend time with the Lord, ask Him take this word and work it into your 
life. 
Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
Joshua - Prayer Guide 

• Reverence – What do we see about our Great God? 

• Response – How do I respond to all that He is? 

• Requests – What can I boldly request from Him based on this? 

• Readiness – What do a need to be on-guard against when I leave here today? 

• Reverence – How great is Our God? 
 
End of Study 
 
 
  



Joshua 16-19 
Joshua 16 
 
The Theme of this Book 
The theme of this book is the victorious Christian life, and how to have it.  This book is not only a history book, but 
a His-Story book of what He wants to do in your life today, not tomorrow, not a decade from now, not when you 
enter into heaven, but today.  God wants to give us, have us live, the abundant Spirit-filled Christian life today.  
And He shows us a practical how-to in this Book of Joshua, and in our passage of text today. 
Joshua 1:3 (NKJV) 3 Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given you, as I said to Moses.  
 
Ephesians 1:3 (NKJV) 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places in Christ,  
 
John 10:10 (NKJV) 10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may 
have it more abundantly.  
 
Romans 15:4 (NKJV) 4 For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the 
Scriptures might have hope.  

 
13-19 Dividing the Land  
Now in chapter 13-19, we will see the dividing of the land, the Promised Land that goes all the way back to 
Abraham (approximately 600 years prior – around 2,000 BC).  This land dividing we read in this chapter is about 
1,400 BC. 
Genesis 15:18–21 (NKJV) 18 On the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying: “To your descendants I have given this land, from 
the river of Egypt to the great river, the River Euphrates—19 the Kenites, the Kenezzites, the Kadmonites, 20 the Hittites, the Perizzites, the 
Rephaim, 21 the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites, and the Jebusites.”  

 

(16:1-4) – Geographical Boundaries of land given to Tribe of Joseph (Ephraim & Manasseh) 
 Joshua 16:1 The lot fell to the children of Joseph from the Jordan, by Jericho, to the waters of Jericho on the 
east, to the wilderness that goes up from Jericho through the mountains to Bethel,  
Joshua 16:2 then went out from Bethel to Luz, passed along to the border of the Archites at Ataroth,  
Joshua 16:3 and went down westward to the boundary of the Japhletites, as far as the boundary of Lower Beth 
Horon to Gezer; and it ended at the sea.  
Joshua 16:4 So the children of Joseph, Manasseh and Ephraim, took their inheritance.  
 
Joseph’s 2 Sons 
Chapters 16 and 17 describe the inheritance given to Joseph’s two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh. Although 
Manasseh was the older brother, Ephraim is mentioned first. And therein lies a story… 

Hearing that his father was sick, Joseph brought his two sons to be blessed by their grandfather, carefully 
positioning them so that Manasseh was on Jacob’s right side and Ephraim on his left. After pronouncing blessing 
upon Joseph, Jacob prepared to bless Joseph’s sons by placing his right hand—the hand of priority—on Ephraim 
and his left on Manasseh. “Wait a minute, Dad,” Joseph said. “You’re confused. Manasseh is the firstborn. 
Therefore, your right hand should be on his head.”  “I know what I’m doing,” Jacob insisted. “Manasseh will be a 
great people—but Ephraim shall indeed be greater” (Genesis 48:19). 

This is often the way of God… 

• It was Abel and not Cain who was blessed, even though Cain was the firstborn.  

• Jacob and Esau were twins, but Esau was older. Jacob, however, was the blessed one.  

• Ishmael was Abraham’s firstborn. Isaac, however, was the child of promise.  

• Aaron was the elder son of Amram and Jochebed, yet it was their second-born son, Moses, who 
was called to deliver God’s people.  

• David was the youngest of Jesse’s sons, yet it was he, a man after God’s own heart, who was 
anointed king. 

This pattern is seen throughout Scripture.  I am so thankful that God looks past the first born, and to the second 
born, as that is what He has done for you and I, as He looks past the old man (the first born if you would), and see 
the second-born, the new man/woman.  This holiday season, enjoy that new life, that the old things have past 



away, that you have been made new, that He doesn’t recognize the old you, the past you, the first you, but the 
new you…………. amen!  He is so good, He is so good.  Maybe you are ready for a new you; you can have it today by 
giving your life to Christ today. 
Romans 6:6 (NKJV) 6 knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no 

longer be slaves of sin.  
 
2 Corinthians 5:17 (NKJV) 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become 
new.  
 
2 Corinthians 6:1–2 (NKJV) 1 We then, as workers together with Him also plead with you not to receive the grace of God in vain. 2 For He says: 
“In an acceptable time I have heard you, And in the day of salvation I have helped you.” Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day 
of salvation.  

 
When People say What About the First 
And there will be those who say, what about the first born, we remember him/her and what she was like, now 
who are you that you should be considered greater, you definitely are the lesser, to which you must answer….. 
God laid His hand upon my head and He chose me to be great.  And you Christian, you are great, don’t let anyone 
tell you that you are not, and that you should be and are the lesser. 
 
How do I Give my Life to Jesus? 
How do you give your life to Christ?   
Isaiah 9:6 (NKJV) 6 For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called 
Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
 
John 3:16–17 (NKJV) 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.  

 
Unto us a child is born, Unto us a Son is given.  He is Jesus Christ, God’s gift to you.  He is the reason for this 
season.  He is the ultimate gift, He is the gift from God to you so that you may have new life, so that you may have 
eternal life.  Why did God give His Son for you?  Not to condemn you, but to save you, for every person in the 
world needs to be saved, and they can’t save themselves, therefore we all need a Savior.  We need to be saved 
from the sin (breaking God’s Holy Laws) that condemns us, for it is not God who condemns us, but our sin 
condemns.  So God gave His only begotten Son Jesus to come and take our condemnation, He trades places with 
us, but more specifically………. He will trade places with “whoever” believes in Him.  That is believing that my sin 
condemns me before a Holy God, and that I need a Savior, that I can’t save myself, and the only one who can save 
me is who God sent for me, His only begotten Son Jesus Christ.  The person who believes this shall not perish, but 
have everlasting life, and …………… have new life today. 
 
This Christmas, as always you buy gifts for everyone on your list, put yourself on the top of the list and today 
receive the free gift from God. 
 
If you have questions you want to ask and have answered such as: 

• Who is God? 

• What does He think of me? 

• What does He want me to do? 

• Can God help me with my depression, addiction, loneliness? 

• What happens after I die? 

• If I were to die to tonight, would I go to heaven? 
 
If you have questions about God, we have a specially dedicated email address that you can ask your questions: 

• KnowHim@ccaac.org 
 
 
 
 

mailto:KnowHim@ccaac.org


(16:5-8) – Geographical Boundaries of land given to Tribe of Ephraim 
Joshua 16:5 The border of the children of Ephraim, according to their families, was thus: The border of their 
inheritance on the east side was Ataroth Addar as far as Upper Beth Horon.  
Joshua 16:6 And the border went out toward the sea on the north side of Michmethath; then the border went 
around eastward to Taanath Shiloh, and passed by it on the east of Janohah.  
Joshua 16:7 Then it went down from Janohah to Ataroth and Naarah, reached to Jericho, and came out at the 
Jordan.  
Joshua 16:8 The border went out from Tappuah westward to the Brook Kanah, and it ended at the sea. This was 
the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Ephraim according to their families.  
 
See Map 
 

(16:9) – The Cities in the Land given to the Tribe of Ephraim 
 Joshua 16:9 The separate cities for the children of Ephraim were among the inheritance of the children of 
Manasseh, all the cities with their villages.  
 

(16:10) – The Tribe of Ephraim could not Drive out the Canaanites 
Joshua 16:10 And they did not drive out the Canaanites who dwelt in Gezer; but the Canaanites dwell among the 
Ephraimites to this day and have become forced laborers.  
 
Chose Money over Obedience 
The Canaanites dwell among the Ephraimites unto this day, and serve under tribute. Now we have a problem here, 
we're going to see this more then once. Their instructions were to completely drive out the enemy. To destroy 
them. Here Ephraim is powerful enough to make the men in this city, the Ephraimites serve them, so they must 
have been powerful enough then to destroy them, but they're choosing money over the victory that GOD wants 
them to have. There is no excuse for them. They're choosing money over obedience to the LORD and leaving an 
infection in the area, that should have been cleaned out.  Could we ourselves be guilty of this same thing?  Are 
there things we are compromising for the sake of ease and comfort, things (sins) that we let linger and hang 
around because they make our flesh feel good, they comfort us, they make life easier for us, even though they are 
contrary to the Word of God?  Remind you, the command of God to them was to utterly drive them out, and they 
won’t because, because of ease and comfort. 
Deuteronomy 20:10–18 (NKJV) 10 “When you go near a city to fight against it, then proclaim an offer of peace to it. 11 And it shall be that if they 
accept your offer of peace, and open to you, then all the people who are found in it shall be placed under tribute to you, and serve you. 12 Now if 
the city will not make peace with you, but war against you, then you shall besiege it. 13 And when the LORD your God delivers it into your hands, 
you shall strike every male in it with the edge of the sword. 14 But the women, the little ones, the livestock, and all that is in the city, all its spoil, 
you shall plunder for yourself; and you shall eat the enemies’ plunder which the LORD your God gives you. 15 Thus you shall do to all the cities 
which are very far from you, which are not of the cities of these nations. 16 “But of the cities of these peoples which the LORD your God gives you 
as an inheritance, you shall let nothing that breathes remain alive, 17 but you shall utterly destroy them: the Hittite and the Amorite and the 
Canaanite and the Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite, just as the LORD your God has commanded you, 18 lest they teach you to do 
according to all their abominations which they have done for their gods, and you sin against the LORD your God.  

 
Roles Reverse 
Well guess what will happen in the next book we study, the Book of Judges?  The roles will reverse, and we will 
read that the children of Israel are now the ones under servitude and attack.  Let sin hang around long enough, it 
will raise itself up and take control over you, rather than you over it. 
 
Joshua’s Treaty with Gibeonites 
Sadly, one of the contributing reasons for the tribes of Israel to make these agreements with the people they were 
supposed to drive out, goes all the way back to Joshua making a treaty and agreement of servitude with the 
Gibeonites.  Parents, your kids are watching you, and don’t expect them to rise higher than you are yourself. 
Joshua 9:14–15 (NKJV) 14 Then the men of Israel took some of their provisions; but they did not ask counsel of the LORD. 15 So Joshua made peace 
with them, and made a covenant with them to let them live; and the rulers of the congregation swore to them.  

 
 



Joshua 17 
 

(17:1-11) – Geographical Boundaries of land given to Tribe of Manasseh 
Joshua 17:1 There was also a lot for the tribe of Manasseh, for he was the firstborn of Joseph: namely for Machir 
the firstborn of Manasseh, the father of Gilead, because he was a man of war; therefore he was given Gilead 
and Bashan.  
Joshua 17:2 And there was a lot for the rest of the children of Manasseh according to their families: for the 
children of Abiezer, the children of Helek, the children of Asriel, the children of Shechem, the children of Hepher, 
and the children of Shemida; these were the male children of Manasseh the son of Joseph according to their 
families.  
 
See Map 
 
Ephraim will be Greater – And They Are 
Chapter 17 says there was also a lot for the tribe of Manasseh, now this is half the tribe of Manasseh, the other 
half is on the other side of Jordan. The interesting thing as we look at this is in Genesis Chapter 48 as Jacob is about 
to die. He has Joseph bring his two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh. He switches hands and he lays his right hand on 
Ephraim, who was younger, and he was almost blind, he was old. Joseph says no no dad, you got your hands mixed 
up. He said oh no, GOD is guiding my hands, my hands are not mixed up, the greater portion will belong to 
Ephraim. Now when we come and follow those tribes along, when we're in the book of Numbers and they are 
numbered, Manasseh outnumbers Ephraim by over twenty thousand.  
 Yet, by the time we get to the end of Deuteronomy, when Moses is prophesying before he dies, before he 
goes up on Pisgah. He says there will be the thousands of Manasseh but the ten thousands of Ephraim ... By the 
time we come to this picture here, with half of Manasseh on the other side, Ephraim is by far the larger tribe. Just 
the way GOD said, over four hundred years before this, when Jacob pronounced the blessing, is exactly the way it 
falls out.  
Deuteronomy 33:17 (NKJV) 17 His glory is like a firstborn bull, And his horns like the horns of the wild ox; Together with them He shall push the 
peoples To the ends of the earth; They are the ten thousands of Ephraim, And they are the thousands of Manasseh.”  

 
How Wonderful – God calls Things that are Not, as if they Are 
I look at those things, and for me, they're not just an intellectual exercise. I think it's so wonderful to look because 
GOD says some remarkable things on our behalf too.  He says: 

• we are justified,  

• we are sanctified,  

• and we are glorified. 
 I like to read that because when I look in the mirror I don't see a whole lot of that. He is the GOD that calls things 
that are not, as though they were. He says  

• right now we're seated in heavenly places with Christ Jesus. I like that.  
He says: 

• I would not have you be ignorant brethren, concerning those who are asleep, that you sorrow, not even 
as others who have no hope, since we believe that Jesus died and rose again. Even those that died in 
Christ will GOD bring with him. This we say unto you by the word of the LORD, that those who have died 
and want to be with the Lord, will not ... You know, those who remain alive will not proceed with those 
who have died in Christ, but the Lord himself will descend with a shout.  The voice of the archangel and 
the trumpet of GOD, and then the dead and those who remain, that are alive until the coming of the Lord 
shall be called up together with him, to meet them in the air, so shall we ever be with the Lord.  

I like that. I like that, and I like the fact that his record all the way through the bible is completely accurate. That he 
can tell things hundreds of years before they come to pass, thousands of years before they come to pass. They 
come to pass exactly the way he said they will. That's an encouragement to me because as I look at the news, and I 
look at what's going on in the world and in our nation, I can't wait for that one in Thessalonians to be fulfilled. Yes, 
I'm an escapist. I think we have no idea what the post rapture world will be like, and what is being restrained now, 
that will be loosed then.  



Romans 4:17 (NKJV) 17 (as it is written, “I have made you a father of many nations”) in the presence of Him whom he believed—God, who gives 
life to the dead and calls those things which do not exist as though they did;  

 
Romans 8:28–30 (NKJV) 28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to 
His purpose. 29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among 
many brethren. 30 Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these 
He also glorified.  

 
1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 (NKJV) 13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as 
others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 15 For this 
we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are 
asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead 
in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And 
thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.  

 
Let’s Live it Out while we Wait 
But while we are here, lets live this life out exactly as who God sees that we are; perfected and glorified in Him.  
Lets bring His kingdom come, His will be done, on earth as it is in heaven………….. today. 
Matthew 6:8–13 (NKJV) 8 “Therefore do not be like them. For your Father knows the things you have need of before you ask Him. 9 In this 
manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. 10 Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven. 11 
Give us this day our daily bread. 12 And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors. 13 And do not lead us into temptation, But deliver us from 
the evil one. For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.  

 
Wolves and Lambs 
Isaiah 11:6 (NKJV) 6 “The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, The leopard shall lie down with the young goat, The calf and the young lion and 
the fatling together; And a little child shall lead them.  

 
Theologians and preachers will debate the timing and meaning of this prophecy. Is it before or after 

Christ’s rule in the Millennium? Is it in heaven or is it on earth? Is it figurative or real? 
You can debate it for a millennium if you like, but I can tell you that I’ve already seen it come to pass. 

Really. You could, too, if you received permission from the Colorado State prison system to go to a small workshop 
in one of its medium-security prisons. There you’d find an inmate, his tattoo-covered arms carefully restoring an 
old wheelchair. He’d tell you he’s not doing it for the money. (He’s not. He only gets twelve dollars a month, 
compared with the standard six hundred dollars a month for the other work available in prison.) He’d tell you it’s 
rewarding to him to do something for someone who’s got it worse than he does. And he’d tell you he’s doing it 
because he loves to. That’s my wolf. 

And the lamb? Oh, she’s a Chinese girl with cerebral palsy who’s going to get her first wheelchair because 
of the wolf’s strong arms. She’ll go outside of her house for the first time. Maybe go to school. Maybe even watch 
the Chinese New Year outside, on her own and not on her father’s back this time. That’s something she would 
never have been able to do if it had not been for the wolf. 

The lamb and the wolf will both have been led by a child—a child that broke the chains of sin in that 
inmate’s life. A child that can free the Chinese girl to walk the streets of heaven someday. A child that was born in 
lowlier conditions than either will know. A child who died in more agony than either the wolf or the lamb could 
ever imagine. A child who heals both of their broken hearts and promises both of them freedom. 

Few would call that man in prison a friend, Lord. And few would call that girl lovely. But I join that wolf 
and that lamb and follow you to Calvary. 
*Tada, J. E. (2010). More precious than silver: 366 daily devotional readings. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 

 
Joshua 17:3 But Zelophehad the son of Hepher, the son of Gilead, the son of Machir, the son of Manasseh, had 
no sons, but only daughters. And these are the names of his daughters: Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and 
Tirzah.  
Joshua 17:4 And they came near before Eleazar the priest, before Joshua the son of Nun, and before the rulers, 
saying, “The LORD commanded Moses to give us an inheritance among our brothers.” Therefore, according to the 
commandment of the LORD, he gave them an inheritance among their father’s brothers.  
Joshua 17:5 Ten shares fell to Manasseh, besides the land of Gilead and Bashan, which were on the other side of 
the Jordan,  



Joshua 17:6 because the daughters of Manasseh received an inheritance among his sons; and the rest of 
Manasseh’s sons had the land of Gilead.  
 
Daughters of Zelophehad 
Wanting more spiritually, then the sons who had settled on the other side, in Gilead. The daughters of Zelophehad, 
these single women, said no we want an inheritance in the land. How remarkable, and I think what a great 
exhortation for the single woman. Those without a husband. These were the women who no doubt traveled with 
Joshua, they were in the land where the miracles had taken place, where although they had crossed across the 
Jordan river, and saw it piled up in a heap. Who saw the ark of covenant in the midst. Saw the walls of Jericho fall 
down. While so many of the others had settled for less of GOD and half the tribe of Manasseh on the other side. 
These were women who stood up and wanted all that GOD had for them, and all that he had promised to Abraham 
and Isaac and Jacob in the land, and would not settle for less. They had their spiritual inheritance, and a proportion 
was given to them. 

You single ladies, and men, don’t settle for anything less than the inheritance God has for you, and that is 
to marry a godly spouse that you will share “all” the promises of God with. 
 
Joshua 17:7 And the territory of Manasseh was from Asher to Michmethath, that lies east of Shechem; and the 
border went along south to the inhabitants of En Tappuah.  
Joshua 17:8 Manasseh had the land of Tappuah, but Tappuah on the border of Manasseh belonged to the 
children of Ephraim.  
Joshua 17:9 And the border descended to the Brook Kanah, southward to the brook. These cities of Ephraim are 
among the cities of Manasseh. The border of Manasseh was on the north side of the brook; and it ended at the 
sea.  
Joshua 17:10 Southward it was Ephraim’s, northward it was Manasseh’s, and the sea was its border. Manasseh’s 
territory was adjoining Asher on the north and Issachar on the east.  
Joshua 17:11 And in Issachar and in Asher, Manasseh had Beth Shean and its towns, Ibleam and its towns, the 
inhabitants of Dor and its towns, the inhabitants of En Dor and its towns, the inhabitants of Taanach and its 
towns, and the inhabitants of Megiddo and its towns—three hilly regions.  
 
See Map 
 

(17:12-13) – The Tribe of Manasseh could not Drive out the Canaanites 
Joshua 17:12 Yet the children of Manasseh could not drive out the inhabitants of those cities, but the Canaanites 
were determined to dwell in that land.  
Joshua 17:13 And it happened, when the children of Israel grew strong, that they put the Canaanites to forced 
labor, but did not utterly drive them out.  
 
Chose Money over Obedience 
So they must have been powerful enough then to destroy them, but they're choosing money over the victory that 
GOD wants them to have. There is no excuse for them. They're choosing money over obedience to the LORD and 
leaving an infection in the area, that should have been cleaned out.  Roles will reverse as the day will come that 
they will be the ones who are under attack. 
 

(17:14-18) – The Tribe of Joseph (Ephraim & Manasseh) get Additional Land 
Joshua 17:14 Then the children of Joseph spoke to Joshua, saying, “Why have you given us only one lot and one 
share to inherit, since we are a great people, inasmuch as the LORD has blessed us until now?”  
Joshua 17:15 So Joshua answered them, “If you are a great people, then go up to the forest country and clear a 
place for yourself there in the land of the Perizzites and the giants, since the mountains of Ephraim are too 
confined for you.”  
Joshua 17:16 But the children of Joseph said, “The mountain country is not enough for us; and all the Canaanites 
who dwell in the land of the valley have chariots of iron, both those who are of Beth Shean and its towns and 
those who are of the Valley of Jezreel.”  



Joshua 17:17 And Joshua spoke to the house of Joseph—to Ephraim and Manasseh—saying, “You are a great 
people and have great power; you shall not have only one lot,  
Joshua 17:18 but the mountain country shall be yours. Although it is wooded, you shall cut it down, and its 
farthest extent shall be yours; for you shall drive out the Canaanites, though they have iron chariots and are 
strong.”  
 
If So Great – Do Something Great 

Tribe saying hey we're great you know. There's not enough room for us. Here's a tribe that says we're 
great, Joshua says we'll go on. Take the mountain too, it's yours. Cut it down, drive out the giants, the land is yours. 
I mean Caleb, who's 85, he said give me the mountain, I want the giants. They want the easy way, they want more 
land but they don't understand the value of Jezreels there, but they said we don't that, there's iron chariots there. 
Wait a minute, we saw the river stand up, we saw the walls of Jericho fall down, we saw the sun and moon stand 
still in the valley of Aijalon, what's the problem here? Joshua's allowed to rebuke Ephraim because he's from 
Ephraim, that's his tribe. It's a family argument here, he's allowed to give them a hard time. You guys think your 
hot stuff, go get it.  There's Christians in the body that do that. I don't know if you know, my gifts, I have healing 
gifts, I have this gift, I have that gift. It's not enough, nobody makes room for me, nobody makes opportunity for 
me. Well if you've got such a great gift, make room for yourself.  In all the ministries I have been part of for these 
20+ years, there has never been a lack of people who come into already established ministries and when they 
don’t get the title or recognition they think they deserve, they think they should be handed over some ministry 
they start to complain and start a whispering campaign.  Boy I have tried and tried to pass over the cleaning 
ministry to them, but for some reason they just don’t take me up on that offer.  They must have some other gift 
other than serving I guess, but I always thought that all ministries where serving ministries.   

I think there is another example of this that is so often missed, and that is when people move to a new 
location, and they leave their mega-church, and come to a small church, and they won’t stay there because they 
are “too great”.  The worship is good enough, the teaching isnt good enough for them, and the people are not 
good enough for them.  To me, you have found the perfect place, they have found a place to be like Jesus and 
wash feet…… and toilets, but sadly…… they are too great to do that, so they have to go find another mega-church, 
with all the things that keep making them think they are great. 

Definitely one of the greatest prayers I ever prayed when I was a church goer, and not a church planter, 
when I was relocated into a new area because of a family or job circumstance, was “Lord send me to a church 
where I can serve”, and the Lord always answered that prayer and blessed my life abundantly in those times. 
 
Tough & Tender 
This is leadership at its best. This is “Jesus stuff.” “If you’re so great,” Joshua had said, “go up to the mountain. 
Drive out the giants. Carve out territory.”  “But we’re afraid,” the children of Manasseh, in essence, answered. 
First, Joshua acted with the necessary toughness of a father telling his children to grow up. Here, however, he 
answers with the tenderness of a mother saying, “You really are great. And you will indeed chop down those trees 
and drive out those giants. You will indeed overcome the chariots that strike terror in your hearts presently.” 
This is a paradigm of powerful leadership—and, more importantly, of the ultimate Leader, Jesus Christ. He exhorts 
us, yes. But He also shows great and glorious tenderness to us. 
 
Joshua 18 
 

(18:1-10) – The Remaining Land Distribution at Shiloh 
Joshua 18:1 Now the whole congregation of the children of Israel assembled together at Shiloh, and set up the 
tabernacle of meeting there. And the land was subdued before them.  
 
Location for 400 Years 
The entire congregation set up the tabernacle at Shiloh, a central location, where it would remain for hundreds of 
years until King David would move it to Jerusalem 
 
 



Gathered at Shiloh – All Eyes can See the Tabernacle 
The whole congregation of the children of Israel assembled together at Shiloh, it's in the west bank.  There are 
mountains all around Shiloh, I mean you're up above it hundreds and hundreds of feet, and there are hills that 
surround it. The site itself is in the middle of all these other mountains, there's a little hill and there's a flat top on 
it. Maybe just the size of a football field. Like a little plateau, and it only comes up about thirty foot or so. The 
mountains are high all around it, you can see all around it. You can actually see the stones, broken there, you can 
see the area where they feel the tabernacle stood, still there at Shiloh. It was set up like that because the tribes 
would come from all over Israel to worship there on the feast days, and they could line those hills all around, and 
wherever they were, there was visibility and you could see the tabernacle. Because in their tradition they had to 
have the tabernacle in view when they were going to eat their sacrifice.  
 What they've discovered in these hills all around Shiloh is tons and tons and tons of broken pottery, 
because after they ate in the law, they would break them. The earthen vessels that they ate from or they drank 
from. Anywhere, that's very interesting, where you go, where the terrain changes and there's no visibility, there's 
no broken pots there. Because nobody at there, nobody camped there. Everywhere where there's great visibility in 
all these mountains around Shiloh, the pottery is deep there. You can stand there and you can look at it, you can 
imagine the nation of Israel gathered around there at the feast days, looking down at the tabernacle. The smoke 
from the altar ascending. The priests visible to everyone. The high priest on Yom Kippur, going into the holy of 
holies. A remarkable scene.  There is the physical presence of God, He dwells among us, He leads us, He leads us, 
He is among us.  My life is not ordinary, but extraordinary because God dwells with me.  Do you realize how 
extraordinary your life is compared to the rest of the world?  God of the universe dwells among you personally, 
and He is here today walking among this very sanctuary draw close to you and you to Him.  What an amazing life 
we have as believers and followers of Christ. 

Shiloh means rest, and when you fix your eyes upon the tabernacle of God, the who tabernacle (dwells 
with us – Jesus Christ), you will always find yourself coming into a place of rest. 
John 1:14 (NKJV) 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, 
full of grace and truth.  

 
Joshua 18:2 But there remained among the children of Israel seven tribes which had not yet received their 
inheritance.  
Joshua 18:3 Then Joshua said to the children of Israel: “How long will you neglect to go and possess the land 
which the LORD God of your fathers has given you?  
 
How Long will you Neglect Your Inheritance? 
How long? The danger is not the inability to take hold of the things that GOD has given. The danger is how long will 
we be slack to do that? The word just means what it sounds like, lazy, irresponsible. The idea of slack, you just 
study the word in Hebrew and English, it means the same thing. How long will you be lazy or irresponsible, to go in 
and possess that which is already, past tense, given to you.  
 
Difference between Inheritance and Possession 
Wasn't deserved, they weren't worthy of it. It had been promised to Abraham, to Isaac, to Jacob. It was the land of 
a covenant. Like our inheritance in Christ, it says all things are ours in Christ. The inheritance is ours, but again 
having the inheritance and possessing the inheritance are two different things.  We as Christians, all things are 
ours.  

• We have the scripture.  

• We have freedom everyday here in this country, to spend time in the scripture, to have an extra bible in 
our glove compartment, or where we work.  

• We have freedom here, to fast and seek the Lord and sit quietly somewhere.  

• We have freedom to go to Christ and say Lord I need more of your Holy Spirit. I need a greater filling.   

• Freedom to go to Him and say Lord, I need help, this is a difficult valley I'm going through with illness or 
with suffering or with some hardship.  

• Lord I need to trust you Lord, for a husband or for a wife. Once you get married, Lord I need to trust you 
with this husband or with this wife. 



• Oh Lord, these kids, Lord, give me wisdom to raise them, to steer them, to love them. As impoverished as 
I am, in compared to you Father, help me reflect some of your love to their life.  

All things are ours in Christ, but possessing it is something far different. The weapons of our warfare, not carnal, 
powerful, to the pulling down of strongholds. Bringing every thought in captivity to Christ. It's ours. It's given to us. 
To set our hearts before him, to ask him to change us to a greater degree, to conform us into the image of a son, to 
ask daily, how much more will the Father give the spirit to those who ask him? Again, it's ours, don’t neglect it for 
one moment, take possession of it all today, and claim it again when tomorrow comes. 
Ephesians 1:3 (NKJV) 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places in Christ,  

 
Joshua 18:4 Pick out from among you three men for each tribe, and I will send them; they shall rise and go 
through the land, survey it according to their inheritance, and come back to me.  
Joshua 18:5 And they shall divide it into seven parts. Judah shall remain in their territory on the south, and the 
house of Joseph shall remain in their territory on the north.  
Joshua 18:6 You shall therefore survey the land in seven parts and bring the survey here to me, that I may cast 
lots for you here before the LORD our God.  
Joshua 18:7 But the Levites have no part among you, for the priesthood of the LORD is their inheritance. And 
Gad, Reuben, and half the tribe of Manasseh have received their inheritance beyond the Jordan on the east, 
which Moses the servant of the LORD gave them.”  
Joshua 18:8 Then the men arose to go away; and Joshua charged those who went to survey the land, saying, 
“Go, walk through the land, survey it, and come back to me, that I may cast lots for you here before the LORD in 
Shiloh.”  
Joshua 18:9 So the men went, passed through the land, and wrote the survey in a book in seven parts by cities; 
and they came to Joshua at the camp in Shiloh.  
Joshua 18:10 Then Joshua cast lots for them in Shiloh before the LORD, and there Joshua divided the land to the 
children of Israel according to their divisions.  
 
God Uses all Things in Your Life 
The word “divide” seen here in verse 9 and previously in verse 4, literally means “to survey.” Three men from each 
of the seven tribes who hadn’t claimed their inheritance were sent to survey the land. Here’s the question: Where 
did they learn how to survey? Did they learn while wandering in the wilderness? I don’t think so. Did they learn 
while fighting in the Promised Land? Not likely. I suggest they learned the art of surveying while in Egypt. Those 
who were twenty years of age when they left Egypt, would have been involved in all kinds of construction projects 
requiring surveying skills.  Sometimes, young people say, “I want to be a missionary. I want to start a church. Why 
do I need to know math, history, or science?” They ask because they don’t yet realize that because the Lord 
doesn’t waste a thing, the skills and understandings gained and gleaned in school will be extremely beneficial and 
important in days to come. Therefore, I think we ought to remind our kids that learning is important because God 
will use it for His purposes in ways we don’t yet see. 
 
Josephus 
Josephus says in his writings, an ancient Jewish historian, and he's very accurate by the way. Today they even 
excavate in Israel and find things that Josephus describes to the inch, buried where he said they would find them. 
Josephus says that these men were expert in geometry, that they have been trained in Egypt. That these were men 
that were expert in laying out a map, and territory. 
 
Christian, look at what you do now to make a living, and then ask yourself, Lord where and how can I apply that for 
the furtherance of Your Kingdom. 

• Do you have a gift with your hands – the church and church body always has something that needs fixed 

• Good with business stuff - the church and church body always has something that needs managed 

• Computers, technology, - oh the ministry you could have 

• Cars, landscaping, cleaning, childcare, children, homeschooling, teaching, security, driving, 
listening…………. Use the things you do to make a living, to further the Kingdom. 

 



(18:11-20) – Geographical Boundaries of land given to Tribe of Benjamin 
Joshua 18:11 Now the lot of the tribe of the children of Benjamin came up according to their families, and the 
territory of their lot came out between the children of Judah and the children of Joseph.  
Joshua 18:12 Their border on the north side began at the Jordan, and the border went up to the side of Jericho 
on the north, and went up through the mountains westward; it ended at the Wilderness of Beth Aven.  
Joshua 18:13 The border went over from there toward Luz, to the side of Luz (which is Bethel) southward; and 
the border descended to Ataroth Addar, near the hill that lies on the south side of Lower Beth Horon.  
Joshua 18:14 Then the border extended around the west side to the south, from the hill that lies before Beth 
Horon southward; and it ended at Kirjath Baal (which is Kirjath Jearim), a city of the children of Judah. This was 
the west side.  
Joshua 18:15 The south side began at the end of Kirjath Jearim, and the border extended on the west and went 
out to the spring of the waters of Nephtoah.  
Joshua 18:16 Then the border came down to the end of the mountain that lies before the Valley of the Son of 
Hinnom, which is in the Valley of the Rephaim on the north, descended to the Valley of Hinnom, to the side of 
the Jebusite city on the south, and descended to En Rogel.  
Joshua 18:17 And it went around from the north, went out to En Shemesh, and extended toward Geliloth, which 
is before the Ascent of Adummim, and descended to the stone of Bohan the son of Reuben.  
Joshua 18:18 Then it passed along toward the north side of Arabah, and went down to Arabah.  
Joshua 18:19 And the border passed along to the north side of Beth Hoglah; then the border ended at the north 
bay at the Salt Sea, at the south end of the Jordan. This was the southern boundary.  
Joshua 18:20 The Jordan was its border on the east side. This was the inheritance of the children of Benjamin, 
according to its boundaries all around, according to their families.  
 
See Map 
 
Benjamin – Between Shoulders 
And just as Moses had prophesied, Benjamin would be placed between shoulders, as we see them pressed 
between tribes. 
Deuteronomy 33:12 (NKJV) 12 Of Benjamin he said: “The beloved of the LORD shall dwell in safety by Him, Who shelters him all the day long; And 
he shall dwell between His shoulders.”  

 

(18:21-28) – The Cities in the Land given to the Tribe of Benjamin 
Joshua 18:21 Now the cities of the tribe of the children of Benjamin, according to their families, were Jericho, 
Beth Hoglah, Emek Keziz,  
Joshua 18:22 Beth Arabah, Zemaraim, Bethel,  
Joshua 18:23 Avim, Parah, Ophrah,  
Joshua 18:24 Chephar Haammoni, Ophni, and Gaba: twelve cities with their villages;  
Joshua 18:25 Gibeon, Ramah, Beeroth,  
Joshua 18:26 Mizpah, Chephirah, Mozah,  
Joshua 18:27 Rekem, Irpeel, Taralah,  
Joshua 18:28 Zelah, Eleph, Jebus (which is Jerusalem), Gibeath, and Kirjath: fourteen cities with their villages. 
This was the inheritance of the children of Benjamin according to their families.  
 
God has a Plan Laid out for You 
the chapter describes the inheritance given to Benjamin. And just as the borders were carefully given, never forget 
that God has an exacting plan, custom-designed for you and me. Therefore, part of Spirit-filled living is to say, 
“Lord, what do You want me to do? What’s Your plan for me this day?” 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Joshua 19 
 

(19:1-9) – Land and Cities given to Tribe of Simeon 
Joshua 19:1 The second lot came out for Simeon, for the tribe of the children of Simeon according to their 
families. And their inheritance was within the inheritance of the children of Judah.  
Joshua 19:2 They had in their inheritance Beersheba (Sheba), Moladah,  
Joshua 19:3 Hazar Shual, Balah, Ezem,  
Joshua 19:4 Eltolad, Bethul, Hormah,  
Joshua 19:5 Ziklag, Beth Marcaboth, Hazar Susah,  
Joshua 19:6 Beth Lebaoth, and Sharuhen: thirteen cities and their villages;  
Joshua 19:7 Ain, Rimmon, Ether, and Ashan: four cities and their villages;  
Joshua 19:8 and all the villages that were all around these cities as far as Baalath Beer, Ramah of the South. This 
was the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Simeon according to their families.  
Joshua 19:9 The inheritance of the children of Simeon was included in the share of the children of Judah, for the 
share of the children of Judah was too much for them. Therefore the children of Simeon had their inheritance 
within the inheritance of that people.  
 
See Map 
 
Simeon’s Land Disappears 
The land given to Simeon was surrounded by the land given to the tribe of Judah. Judah being a powerful tribe, 
Simeon essentially disappears. As you read the history of Israel, it is evident that Simeon is essentially swallowed 
up. Oh, there would still be Simeonites in Israel, but their territory would become fuzzy and indefinable, as 
prophesied in Genesis 49… 

As Jacob pronounced a final blessing on his sons, he declared that, because they were instruments of 
cruelty, Simeon and Levi would have no inheritance in the land. This was in reference to the account in Genesis 30, 
when Dinah, the sister of the twelve brothers who became the twelve tribes, was raped by Shechem. Jacob didn’t 
seem to do anything about this initially, so two of his sons—Simeon and Levi—took matters into their own hands. 
After he raped Dinah, Shechem wanted to marry her, so Simeon and Levi said, “We’ll let you marry our sister if all 
your men become like us—if they all are circumcised.”  So the men of Shechem were indeed circumcised. While 
they were recovering, Simeon and Levi unsheathed their swords and killed all of the Shechemites. When Jacob 
realized what his sons had done, he said, “You’ve caused me to stink in this land.” On his deathbed, his appraisal of 
Simeon and Levi was evident. 
 

(19:10-16) – Land and Cities given to Tribe of Zebulun 
Joshua 19:10 The third lot came out for the children of Zebulun according to their families, and the border of 
their inheritance was as far as Sarid.  
Joshua 19:11 Their border went toward the west and to Maralah, went to Dabbasheth, and extended along the 
brook that is east of Jokneam.  
Joshua 19:12 Then from Sarid it went eastward toward the sunrise along the border of Chisloth Tabor, and went 
out toward Daberath, bypassing Japhia.  
Joshua 19:13 And from there it passed along on the east of Gath Hepher, toward Eth Kazin, and extended to 
Rimmon, which borders on Neah.  
Joshua 19:14 Then the border went around it on the north side of Hannathon, and it ended in the Valley of 
Jiphthah El.  
Joshua 19:15 Included were Kattath, Nahallal, Shimron, Idalah, and Bethlehem: twelve cities with their villages.  
Joshua 19:16 This was the inheritance of the children of Zebulun according to their families, these cities with 
their villages.  
 
See Map 
 
 



Zebulun haven by the Sea 
Zebulun was given an area north between the Sea of Galilee and the Mediterranean. This was also a fulfillment of 
prophecy because in Genesis 49, Jacob had said to Zebulun, “You will be a haven for ships.” Indeed he became just 
that with his land stretching to the Mediterranean on one side and the fresh-water Sea of Galilee on the other. 

Zebulun’s borders did not extend to the seashore (Joshua 19:10-16). Zebulun was separated from the 
Mediterranean Sea by the tribe of Asher on the west, and from the Sea of Galilee (Kinnereth) by the tribe of 
Naphtali on the east (Joshua 19:24-31). But Asher never fully settled the northern peninsula. They failed to possess 
the land . . . and did not drive out those living in Akko or Sidon or Ahlab or Akzib or Helbah or Aphek or Rehob. The 
Asherites lived among the Canaanite inhabitants of the land because they did not drive them out (Judges 1:31-32). 
Therefore, the tribe of Zebulun ended up having an expanded influence in northern Isra’el. The word seashore is 
plural, and it became a double fulfillment because Zebulun then had access to both the Mediterranean Sea and the 
Sea of Galilee.  

However, the influence of Zebulun’s trading did extend northward toward the Phoenicians and the city of 
Sidon (Isaiah 23:4; Ezekiel 28:22). They would do business with the Phoenicians, and therefore, would be enriched 
with trade from the sea. In fact, one of the key highways of the ancient world, the way of the sea, or the via maris, 
passed right through the territory of Zebulun. So the rich crops he and members of his tribe grew in their territory 
were exported by the Phoenicians. 

 
(19:17-23) – Land and Cities given to Tribe of Issachar 

Joshua 19:17 The fourth lot came out to Issachar, for the children of Issachar according to their families.  
Joshua 19:18 And their territory went to Jezreel, and included Chesulloth, Shunem,  
Joshua 19:19 Haphraim, Shion, Anaharath,  
Joshua 19:20 Rabbith, Kishion, Abez,  
Joshua 19:21 Remeth, En Gannim, En Haddah, and Beth Pazzez.  
Joshua 19:22 And the border reached to Tabor, Shahazimah, and Beth Shemesh; their border ended at the 
Jordan: sixteen cities with their villages.  
Joshua 19:23 This was the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Issachar according to their families, the 
cities and their villages.  
 
See Map 
 
Issachar – Sea of Galilee 
Issachar’s was the region south of the Sea of Galilee, where there is a magnificent valley called the Valley of 
Jezreel, more commonly known as Megiddo. 
 

(19:24-31) – Land and Cities given to Tribe of Asher 
Joshua 19:24 The fifth lot came out for the tribe of the children of Asher according to their families.  
Joshua 19:25 And their territory included Helkath, Hali, Beten, Achshaph,  
Joshua 19:26 Alammelech, Amad, and Mishal; it reached to Mount Carmel westward, along the Brook Shihor 
Libnath.  
Joshua 19:27 It turned toward the sunrise to Beth Dagon; and it reached to Zebulun and to the Valley of 
Jiphthah El, then northward beyond Beth Emek and Neiel, bypassing Cabul which was on the left,  
Joshua 19:28 including Ebron, Rehob, Hammon, and Kanah, as far as Greater Sidon.  
Joshua 19:29 And the border turned to Ramah and to the fortified city of Tyre; then the border turned to Hosah, 
and ended at the sea by the region of Achzib.  
Joshua 19:30 Also Ummah, Aphek, and Rehob were included: twenty-two cities with their villages.  
Joshua 19:31 This was the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Asher according to their families, these 
cities with their villages.  
 
See Map 
 
 



Asher – dips in Oil 
the fifth lot came up for the tribe of the children of Asher. And he had said that Asher would dip her foot in oil, and 
it is the richest area of olive vineyards in Israel today, more olive oil from there than anywhere, exactly like Moses 
prophesied: 
Deuteronomy 33:24 (NKJV) 24 And of Asher he said: “Asher is most blessed of sons; Let him be favored by his brothers, And let him dip his foot in 
oil.  

 
Anna the Prophetess 
Although Asher does not go down in history as a very prominent or important tribe, there is one specific mention 
of Asher that stands out. It relates to the story of Jesus. When Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to the temple to be 
dedicated, a woman in the temple recognized Him immediately as Messiah. Luke identifies her as Anna. I find it 
interesting that it wasn’t the strength of its army or the mighty deeds of its people that caused the tribe of Asher 
to be uniquely known. Rather, it was the spiritual sensitivity of an eighty-four-year-old widow who brought 
notoriety to the tribe of Asher. 
Luke 2:36–38 (NKJV) 36 Now there was one, Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, and had 
lived with a husband seven years from her virginity; 37 and this woman was a widow of about eighty-four years, who did not depart from the 
temple, but served God with fastings and prayers night and day. 38 And coming in that instant she gave thanks to the Lord, and spoke of Him to 
all those who looked for redemption in Jerusalem.  

 

(19:32-39) – Land and Cities given to Tribe of Naphtali 
Joshua 19:32 The sixth lot came out to the children of Naphtali, for the children of Naphtali according to their 
families.  
Joshua 19:33 And their border began at Heleph, enclosing the territory from the terebinth tree in Zaanannim, 
Adami Nekeb, and Jabneel, as far as Lakkum; it ended at the Jordan.  
Joshua 19:34 From Heleph the border extended westward to Aznoth Tabor, and went out from there toward 
Hukkok; it adjoined Zebulun on the south side and Asher on the west side, and ended at Judah by the Jordan 
toward the sunrise.  
Joshua 19:35 And the fortified cities are Ziddim, Zer, Hammath, Rakkath, Chinnereth,  
Joshua 19:36 Adamah, Ramah, Hazor,  
Joshua 19:37 Kedesh, Edrei, En Hazor,  
Joshua 19:38 Iron, Migdal El, Horem, Beth Anath, and Beth Shemesh: nineteen cities with their villages.  
Joshua 19:39 This was the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Naphtali according to their families, the 
cities and their villages.  
 
See Map 
 
Zebulun/Naphtali – Galilee of the Gentiles 
The inheritance of Zebulun and Naphtali is called “the Galilee of the Gentiles” in Matthew 4. Throughout Israel’s 
history, Zebulun and Naphtali were always being beat up because the enemies of Israel—the Babylonians, 
Assyrians, Greeks, Persians, and Romans came from the north. Consequently, Zebulun and Naphtali resided in “the 
Galilee of the Gentiles” because Gentiles resided there ultimately. 

Isaiah prophesied that the land of Zebulun and Naphtali would see a great light (Isaiah 9:1, 2). Indeed, 
those who were depressed, in bondage, and under attack were those who saw a great light because where did 
Jesus base His ministry? Where did He spend virtually all of His time except when He traveled to Jerusalem? 
Galilee. You might be in the dark today—depressed and beat up. If so, you’re just the person the Lord wants 
especially to visit. If you’re in a place of being wiped out, understand that it was the people who sat in great 
darkness who saw a great, great Light (Matthew 4:13–16). 
Isaiah 9:1–2 (NKJV) 1 Nevertheless the gloom will not be upon her who is distressed, As when at first He lightly esteemed The land of Zebulun 
and the land of Naphtali, And afterward more heavily oppressed her, By the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, In Galilee of the Gentiles. 2 The 
people who walked in darkness Have seen a great light; Those who dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, Upon them a light has shined.  

 
Matthew 4:13–16 (NKJV) 13 And leaving Nazareth, He came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the regions of Zebulun and 
Naphtali, 14 that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying: 15 “The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, By the 
way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles: 16 The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, And upon those who sat in 
the region and shadow of death Light has dawned.”  



 
There is no Mystery about Your Life – God knows Your Address 
How incredible.  There's no mystery about your life. Where you are, God knows your address, knows your phone 
number, He knows your heart number, He knows your portion, He knows your borders, He knows the name of 
every city within your territory that needs to be taken. Every struggle, anger, bitterness, broken heartedness. He 
knows the name of every single stronghold in your territory, even if there are 100 of them. Yet, he's let it fall out to 
you. Through Christ, the Bible says, we're more than conquerors. Greater is He that's in you than he that is in the 
world. Naphtali, bow beautiful. 
 

(19:40-48) – Land and Cities given to Tribe of Dan 
Joshua 19:40 The seventh lot came out for the tribe of the children of Dan according to their families.  
Joshua 19:41 And the territory of their inheritance was Zorah, Eshtaol, Ir Shemesh,  
Joshua 19:42 Shaalabbin, Aijalon, Jethlah,  
Joshua 19:43 Elon, Timnah, Ekron,  
Joshua 19:44 Eltekeh, Gibbethon, Baalath,  
Joshua 19:45 Jehud, Bene Berak, Gath Rimmon,  
Joshua 19:46 Me Jarkon, and Rakkon, with the region near Joppa.  
Joshua 19:47 And the border of the children of Dan went beyond these, because the children of Dan went up to 
fight against Leshem and took it; and they struck it with the edge of the sword, took possession of it, and dwelt 
in it. They called Leshem, Dan, after the name of Dan their father.  
Joshua 19:48 This is the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Dan according to their families, these cities 
with their villages.  
 
See Map 
 
Dan got Coast of Southern Israel – But Moved North 
Although the children of Dan were to settle near Joppa—the place of Simon the tanner’s house, a part of present-
day Tel Aviv on the coast of Southern Israel, they went north instead… 
 
Went North – because Thought it would be Easier 
Why did Dan go north? Because the southern region was too hard for them to control. They left the region to 
which they were assigned and went north because it was easier—or so they thought. In reality, they fell into 
idolatry, made a golden calf eventually, and were attacked constantly. Thus, by trying to avoid struggle, they found 
themselves in an infinitely worse situation They were under attack to a greater degree and had a tough time 
throughout history because they didn’t stay in the place the Lord knew would be best for them. And oh, how often 
we have found the same to be true in our lives. 
 
Not Satisfied – Don’t move Outside Your Borders 
I think sometimes in our lives we are not satisfied. How many single women do I hear say, "Well, all of the single 
men in the church are weirdos." I'm sorry, but I was a single man in the church at one point. I didn't consider 
myself a wieirdo. They used that as an excuse to step beyond the border that God has given them, and to go to a 
territory that is not rightfully theirs, and it becomes idolatry. In many ways, sexually, morally, spiritually, how many 
times do we find ourselves stepping over some border that we know that God has given to us. 
 Instead of being content with the portion that's fallen out to us and saying, "Lord, help me to possess this 
fully. Help me to see your love in this. Help me to see your signature on it." Joni Eareckson said when that lot first 
fell to her again of being a quadriplegic in a wheelchair, she said, "It looked like an old lot with shopping carts," I 
think I shared this, "and broken bottles, and weeds and cans." She said, "There was a treasure buried in that field." 
Like the parable the Lord tells in Matthew 13 of the woman who sells everything to buy the field, because there's a 
treasure there. 
 You know, don't step beyond. If you know in your heart that the scripture has set boundaries for your life, 
don't compromise, don't step beyond those. Don't get yourself in the frame of mind where you think, "What God's 
given me is too small." That's what Dan said. "It's not enough, I want more. If I'm patient and trust God and do it 



His way, He's never going to deliver. I'm going to be gypped." Really? My Bible says that if He's given His only Son, 
how shall He not also give us with Him all things freely. 
 My Bible says there is a logic to the cross and that is this. That if God's already given His best, His largest, 
His wealthiest, most beautiful, most precious fortune away to get you, which is His Son, think He's going to gyp you 
on a husband? I'm telling you something. When you get married, you're going to understand a husband's nothing 
compared to a Savior. I mean, they're good, ask my wife, she's glad she got one, but I can only do so much. She has 
to cry out to the Lord many times.  
 Dan becomes the seed of idolatry in Israel. How sad.  
 

(19:49-51) – Land and Cities given to Joshua 
Joshua 19:49 When they had made an end of dividing the land as an inheritance according to their borders, the 
children of Israel gave an inheritance among them to Joshua the son of Nun.  
Joshua 19:50 According to the word of the LORD they gave him the city which he asked for, Timnath Serah in the 
mountains of Ephraim; and he built the city and dwelt in it.  
Joshua 19:51 These were the inheritances which Eleazar the priest, Joshua the son of Nun, and the heads of the 
fathers of the tribes of the children of Israel divided as an inheritance by lot in Shiloh before the LORD, at the 
door of the tabernacle of meeting. So they made an end of dividing the country.  
 
Joshua gets Tough Assignment 
It was only after everyone else had an assigned section that Joshua claimed his territory. Timnath-serah was hill 
country. It was similar to Caleb’s territory—a tough assignment.  Philippians 2 tells us we’re to have the same mind 
as Jesus, Who came in humility and gave up His rights to die on the Cross in order to provide redemption for lost 
sinners like you and me. 
 
Timnath – Abundant Portion / Always Found when lay our Lives Down 
Timnath-serah literally means “abundant portion” because abundance is always found when we lay down our 
rights. It’s the hard stuff that brings abundance. It’s when you have to roll up your sleeves and put your hand to 
the plow, it’s when you get involved and engaged that you find abundant life. The abundant life is found in walking 
in the Spirit, seeking first the kingdom, taking on the territory you’ve been assigned, and not giving up. Joshua 
claimed Timnath-serah as his own. Yet Jesus took on an infinitely tougher assignment when He took on my 
salvation. 
Matthew 6:33–34 (NKJV) 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. 34 Therefore do 
not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.  

 

Response 
Come to Throne of Grace 
So now come to the throne of grace and spend time with the Lord, ask Him take this word and work it into your 
life. 
Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
Joshua - Prayer Guide 

• Reverence – What do we see about our Great God? 

• Response – How do I respond to all that He is? 

• Requests – What can I boldly request from Him based on this? 

• Readiness – What do a need to be on-guard against when I leave here today? 

• Reverence – How great is Our God? 
 
End of Study 
 
 
  



Joshua 20 
 
Introduction 
We are in chapter 20, seven years of warring is over, the inheritance of the land has been given to the twelve 
tribes of Israel, and now in chapter 20 and 21, God is going to appoint the cities of refuge (chapter 20), and the 
cities for the Levites (chapter 21) who will minister the things of the Lord to the people throughout the Nation of 
the Lord.  Both these chapters are rich pictures of God’s heart, God’s love, and God’s great provision for us, just as 
He had for the children of Israel. 
 
Let’s jump in at verse one of chapter 20; 
 
Joshua 20:1 The LORD also spoke to Joshua, saying,  
Joshua 20:2 “Speak to the children of Israel, saying: ‘Appoint for yourselves cities of refuge, of which I spoke to 
you through Moses,  
 
City of Refuge mentioned for 4th Time 
Chapter 20 lists the cities of refuge, that was mentioned in (Exodus 21, Numbers 35, and Deuteronomy 19).  So this 
is the fourth time these cities are mentioned.  (see map at beginning of this document) 
 
Joshua 20:3 that the slayer who kills a person accidentally or unintentionally may flee there; and they shall be 
your refuge from the avenger of blood.  
Joshua 20:4 And when he flees to one of those cities, and stands at the entrance of the gate of the city, and 
declares his case in the hearing of the elders of that city, they shall take him into the city as one of them, and 
give him a place, that he may dwell among them.  
Joshua 20:5 Then if the avenger of blood pursues him, they shall not deliver the slayer into his hand, because he 
struck his neighbor unintentionally, but did not hate him beforehand.  
Joshua 20:6 And he shall dwell in that city until he stands before the congregation for judgment, and until the 
death of the one who is high priest in those days. Then the slayer may return and come to his own city and his 
own house, to the city from which he fled.’ ”  
 
No Police Force / Avenger of Death / God Established Capital Punishment 
Simply put, because there was neither a police force nor a penal system in Israel, it was up to the families to make 
sure that law and order prevailed. Therefore, the relatives of a man who was killed would track down the 
murderer and avenge the death of their slain relative.  God had a passion to make sure that murderers were 
punished in ancient Israel, and in that culture, the final responsibility for justice rested with the designated goel 
(avenger of blood) in the family.  The principle for capital punishment goes back to Genesis 9:6: Whoever sheds 
man’s blood, by man his blood shall be shed; for in the image of God He made man. The state’s right to use the 
sword of execution is also stated in the New Testament (Romans 13:3–4).  God said also that unpunished 
murderers defiled the land: Moreover you shall take no ransom for the life of a murderer who is guilty of death, 
but he shall surely be put to death … So you shall not pollute the land where you are; for blood defiles the land, 
and no atonement can be made for the land, for the blood that is shed on it, except by the blood of him who shed 
it. Therefore do not defile the land which you inhabit, in the midst of which I dwell; for I the LORD dwell among the 
children of Israel. (Numbers 35:31, 35:33–34). 
Genesis 9:6 (NKJV) 6 “Whoever sheds man’s blood, By man his blood shall be shed; For in the image of God He made man.  

 
Life is Sacred to God 
Life is sacred to God, and He established capital punishment so man would value the life of others, that every life 
matters, that every life is precious, and nobody’s life is common.  That includes the life in the womb, that includes 
the impoverished, the homeless, in is regardless of skin color, of nationality, nor whether they are followers of 
Christ.  Every life is sacred to God, because man is made in the image of God. 
 
 
 



Place of Refuge – in Circumstances of Accidental Death 
The guilty are to face judgment; but, in the case of an accident, the Lord provided a refuge for His people. That is, a 
man who killed another by accident could run to one of six cities—three on each side of the Jordan River—and 
there be protected from retaliation.  Examples of accidental death would be something like a man was chopping 
wood and his axe head came loose and fell off during the swing and it struck and killed someone who was standing 
by.  It was purely accidental, there was no ill intent, it was just a tragic event.  An example of that today would be 
something like a child running out on to the street in front of a car doing the speed limit obeying all the laws, but 
not having time to stop, and striking the child.  It is just a terrible accident, no fault of the driver, and thus no 
capital punishment should be handed down.   
 
Steven Curtis Chapman Tragedy 
I am reminded of Steven Curtis Chapman the wonderful Christian music artist.  His five-year-old daughter was 
struck and killed by his teenage son who was backing out of the driveway and she was running out to say good bye 
to him.  A tragic accident, which was nothing but an accident.  If you have ever heard his song about his daughters 
called Cinderella, it then takes on a whole new meaning. 
 
Lyrics and inspiration - Cinderella 
The song "Cinderella" was written by Steven Curtis Chapman one night after bathing his two youngest daughters - 
Stevey Joy and Maria Sue - and putting them to bed. He remembers that the girls were stalling him, putting on 
their Cinderella gowns, and he was trying to hurry them so he could put them to bed and go to his studio to work. 
Chapman says he even refused to read them a story that night. But after walking out, he says he felt God telling 
him the name "Emily Chapman", his eldest daughter, who was in her twenties. Steven remembered how he had 
rushed through some moments in Emily's childhood because of his career, and remembered how he now had a 
chance to not do it again with his younger daughters. He then felt guilty for neglecting them and started writing 
the song to remind himself to cherish the moments he could with his family, no matter how brief they might be: 
"Emily is now 20 years old ... she's grown up. I used to have this moments with her, you know, tuck her in bed every 
night, when I was home; you know, bath time, story time [...] and it went by like that. And I rushed through a lot of 
those moments with her, trying to get back up to my studio to write [...] But I thought 'Man, it goes by so fast' and 
my wife and I have the luxury of having a grown daughter, and almost grown sons, and now we get a chance to do 
it again. Are we gonna do the same thing? are we gonna run through those moments? or am I gonna have enough 
sense to stop and slow down in those moments... even if they're just gonna be a few extra moments, just enjoy it, 
and let my little girls know that I've not rush through it.]" 

— Steven Curtis Chapman 
 
Chapman says he wrote the song in about an hour, which was unusual for him. Chapman says that his daughters 
thought it was "the greatest song ever written, because it was inspired by them, but mostly because it had the 
name 'Cinderella'." 
 
Several months later, in May 2008, Chapman's youngest daughter Maria Sue died as a result of an accident in the 
Chapmans' driveway, and the song took on a whole new meaning for the Chapman family. While the song had 
originally been written as a message to love and cherish parenthood while it lasted, it acquired another message of 
the frailty of life and how suddenly it can change. After his daughter's death, Chapman had said he was "pretty 
sure [he] would never sing the song again". On July 11, while singing on stage, he felt God talking to him through 
all his songs, confronting him. Chapman felt that he needed to believe in the hope he proclaims in his songs, and 
bring that hope to others by singing the song. 
 
Slow Down Parents 
Parents, slow down, enjoy the time we have been given with our kids, they are a gift from God, every last moment. 
 
Our God is the City of Refuge / Stay Until High Priest Died  
So, back to our story here in chapter 20; the elders of the city would then call for witnesses and if his offense was 
found to be accidental, or second-degree murder, he could remain in the city of refuge and be safe there until the 
death of the high priest—at which time he would be free to leave the city without fear of retribution.  This speaks 



beautifully of our salvation—for not only do we have refuge in Christ, but we’re also free because our High Priest 
died for us on the Cross of Calvary. 
Hebrews 2:17 (NKJV) 17 Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things 
pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.  

 
The Roads were Well Maintained / Here you Are – Running next to Them 
History books tell us these cities of refuge were always well maintained.  They had signs miles out from the city 
pointing the way to the city of refuge.  The roads were well maintained at all times, they were cleared of rocks and 
ruble, they were made straight, they had men who were stationed miles out that would run next to the person 
fleeing and they would lead them into the city, they would encourage them along the way says things such as “you 
are almost there, stay on this road, only a few more miles to go, don’t quit now, you are almost to safety”.  Then as 
soon as they reached the city there were the elders to meet and greet the person fleeing to hear their case, and to 
tell any pursuer to stop, the person is off limits.  And so here you are today, have you ever considered that is the 
picture of you?  Jesus is the city of refuge, a place people can flee to escape the judgement that is upon them, and 
there you are, running alongside of them, telling them you are almost there, follow me, I know the way to the city, 
because not only have I been there, but I live and rest there myself.  Have you ever considered part of you ministry 
in life is to prepare the road, make it straight for the person to follow and find safety.  What a beautiful ministry to 
prepare the road (through involvement and support of a ministry that leads people to Christ, such as your local 
church or some evangelistic ministry you support in some way), and then of course that beautiful ministry of 
meeting someone outside the city and saying follow me, follow this road, and running alongside of them until the 
enter the city.  What a glorious picture of our lives today as part of the priesthood of God. 
1 Peter 2:9–10 (NKJV) 9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the 
praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10 who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had 
not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy.  
 
Isaiah 62:10 (NKJV) 10 Go through, Go through the gates! Prepare the way for the people; Build up, Build up the highway! Take out the stones, 
Lift up a banner for the peoples!  
 
Matthew 28:18–20 (NKJV) 18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go 
therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spir it, 20 teaching them 
to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.  

 
May CCAAC be a Place of Refuge 
I pray to our Lord and Savior that here at CCAAC that we will be a place of refuge.  A place that the innocent 
(children and those with special needs), and the guilty (but have been forgiven) can come to from the wrath and 
judgement of the world, a pace they know they will always be safe and accepted, received, loved, and provided 
for.  Let’s commit to that in our hearts, lets think of that in our ministry calling, what can I do to help make this a 
place of refuge for others.  We will be blessed, for we will be living out this very passage that God’s heart has 
established for His people He loves dearly.  May we be a place that people go who are empty, when hope runs out, 
when they are exhausted from running, can come and find rest and refuge. 
 
Joshua 20:7 So they appointed Kedesh in Galilee, in the mountains of Naphtali, Shechem in the mountains of 
Ephraim, and Kirjath Arba (which is Hebron) in the mountains of Judah.  
Joshua 20:8 And on the other side of the Jordan, by Jericho eastward, they assigned Bezer in the wilderness on 
the plain, from the tribe of Reuben, Ramoth in Gilead, from the tribe of Gad, and Golan in Bashan, from the tribe 
of Manasseh.  
Joshua 20:9 These were the cities appointed for all the children of Israel and for the stranger who dwelt among 
them, that whoever killed a person accidentally might flee there, and not die by the hand of the avenger of 
blood until he stood before the congregation.  
 
Strategically Located - Availability and Accessibility / FOR THE GUILTY 
With three cities on each side of the Jordan, no one would have to cross water or a mountain range to reach one. 
The cities of refuge were strategically located, available, and accessible—just like Jesus is available and accessible 
to each person who says, “I’m guilty. I need protection. I need refuge. I need salvation.” 
 



Our God is the City of Refuge 
This speaks beautifully of our salvation—for not only do we have refuge in Christ, but we’re also free because our 
High Priest died for us on the Cross of Calvary, and now that He has died we are free to live and have new life. 
Hebrews 2:17 (NKJV) 17 Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things 

pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.  

 
Jesus is the City of Refuge 
Points of similarity between the cities of refuge and our refuge in Jesus. 

• Both Jesus and the cities of refuge are within easy reach of the needy person; they were of no use unless 
someone could get to the place of refuge. 

• Both Jesus and the cities of refuge are open to all, not just the Israelite; no one needs to fear that they 
would be turned away from their place of refuge in their time of need. 

• Both Jesus and the cities of refuge became a place where the one in need would live; you didn’t come to a 
city of refuge in time of need just to look around. 

• Both Jesus and the cities of refuge are the only alternative for the one in need; without this specific 
protection, they will be destroyed. 

• Both Jesus and the cities of refuge provide protection only within their boundaries; to go outside means 
death. 

• With both Jesus and the cities of refuge, full freedom comes with the death of the High Priest. 
 
Names & Meaning of Cities – Plan of Salvation 
The names of these cities and there meaning speak of the type of refuge we will find in Jesus.  What we find when 
we run to Him. 

• Joshua 20:7 So they appointed Kedesh in Galilee, - “Kedesh” means Holy Place, holiness, righteousness.  
Isn’t that awesome to find? 

• Shechem in the mountains of Ephraim, - Shechem means shoulder or strength.  We find strength in Him, 
and receive His strength, the God who fights for us, goes to battle for us, and draws us into His strong 
arms. 

• and Kirjath Arba (which is Hebron) in the mountains of Judah – Hebron means fellowship, communion, 
oneness, association.  Not only do we find refuge in Him, but we also find a relationship with Him.  A 
relationship of love and friendship.  God doesn’t just love, He likes you, He likes being with you.  You are 
His Bride, He adorns you, You take His breath away; just like the groom on the wedding day, when He sees 
the bride coming adorned in white, his heart skips, he has joy that she is his …… for life. 

• they assigned Bezer in the wilderness on the plain, - Bezer means fortress.  We and our salvation is 
secure inside His impenetrable fortress. 

• Ramoth in Gilead, - Ramoth means heights, and God lifts us out of this world, the emptiness and fleeting 
of it, and sets us on high places above the mud and mire of the world.  I also believe based on the other 
passages of scripture that speak of what He thinks of us, that He places us on up on the height so all the 
world can see His Trophy Bride, the one He is pride of and brags about.  That is you my Christian brother 
and sister. 

• and Golan in Bashan, - Golan means happiness, rejoicing, and so is the joy of salvation.  And once again, 
He when we come into His city of refuge, He rejoices over us.  One of the most misquoted scriptures in all 
the bible is that the angels are rejoicing when one sinner repents, which they are, but the scripture says, 
in the presence of angles their rejoicing, and who is in the presence of angels, who is the center of all the 
angel’s attention, that is who is rejoicing, and that is Jesus.  Jesus is rejoicing and dancing in heaven when 
you gave your life to Him, and said “I do” to his marriage proposal.  Note, the context of Luke 15 is about 
Jesus seeking the lost 

Luke 15:8–10 (NKJV) 8 “Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search 
carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she has found it, she calls her friends and neighbors together, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found 
the piece which I lost!’ 10 Likewise, I say to you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”  

 
 
 



God Offers You Refuge Today – His Gates are Open to You Today – He is the Gate 
Have you done that today?  Have you given your life to Jesus Christ?  Why not today, what would keep you from 
such great love, give yourself the greatest Christmas gift in the world, Jesus Christ, for He is God’s gift to you.   
Isaiah 9:6 (NKJV) 6 For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called 

Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
 
John 3:16–17 (NKJV) 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.  

 
Unto us a child is born, Unto us a Son is given.  He is Jesus Christ, God’s gift to you.  He is the reason for this 
season.  He is the ultimate gift, He is the gift from God to you so that you may have new life, so that you may have 
eternal life.  Why did God give His Son for you?  Not to condemn you, but to save you, for every person in the 
world needs to be saved, and they can’t save themselves, therefore we all need a Savior.  We need to be saved 
from the sin (breaking God’s Holy Laws) that condemns us, for it is not God who condemns us, but our sin 
condemns.  So God gave His only begotten Son Jesus to come and take our condemnation, He trades places with 
us, but more specifically………. He will trade places with “whoever” believes in Him.  That is believing that my sin 
condemns me before a Holy God, and that I need a Savior, that I can’t save myself, and the only one who can save 
me is who God sent for me, His only begotten Son Jesus Christ.  The person who believes this shall not perish, but 
have everlasting life, and …………… have new life today. 
 
This Christmas, as always you buy gifts for everyone on your list, put yourself on the top of the list and today 
receive the free gift from God. 
 
Beautiful Picture 
The cities of refuge the beautiful pictures of who our Lord is, our high priest, our city of refuge, the one who takes 
us under the shadow and shelter of his wings.  What a beautiful picture He gives is here in this Old Testament story 
of Joshua chapter 20. 
 
Joshua 21 
 
Joshua 21:1 Then the heads of the fathers’ houses of the Levites came near to Eleazar the priest, to Joshua the 
son of Nun, and to the heads of the fathers’ houses of the tribes of the children of Israel.  
Joshua 21:2 And they spoke to them at Shiloh in the land of Canaan, saying, “The LORD commanded through 
Moses to give us cities to dwell in, with their common-lands for our livestock.”  
Joshua 21:3 So the children of Israel gave to the Levites from their inheritance, at the commandment of the 
LORD, these cities and their common-lands:  
 
Levites – No Land / Spread Out through 48 Cities / Levites Knew the Scriptures 
Although the Levites were not given territory, as were the other tribes, they were given cities within the territories 
of the other tribes. The Levites were those who worked in the tabernacle, those who cared for the spiritual life of 
the people of Israel. The priests all came from the tribe of Levi, but not all Levites were priests. To be a priest, one 
had to be a descendant of Aaron. The Levites were spread out over forty-eight cities. This meant that every 
Israelite was near to a Levitical community, near to men who knew the Scriptures and were dedicated to serving 
the Lord. 
 
Here Again – A Picture of You 
And so here again is a picture of us, as we given the treasure of God’s Word, and He sprinkles us through the land 
so that people may be near the Word of God.  God teaches you the scriptures, and then He spreads you like a seed 
throughout the Country, through your workplace, your school, your neighborhood, some overseas, so that people 
won’t have far to go to ask the question? 

• Who is God? 

• What does He think of me? 

• What does He want me to do? 



So we here at CCAAC, we commit ourselves to studying the word of God, so we may answer when asked. 
2 Timothy 2:15 (NKJV) 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word 
of truth.  
 
1 Timothy 4:12–13 (NKJV) 12 Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in 
purity. 13 Till I come, give attention to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.  
 
1 Peter 3:15 (NKJV) 15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the 
hope that is in you, with meekness and fear;  

 
No Inheritance for What did to Shechem / Genesis 49 / Curse turned into Blessings 
As we have seen, Levi, along with Simeon, was to have no inheritance due to his dealing with Shechem (Genesis 
34, 49). Yet the curse on Levi was reversed and transformed into a major blessing when the Lord said, “Levi, I will 
be your inheritance. You’ll be scattered everywhere in order to serve Me, and your cities will be protected by the 
rest of the nation.” Simeon and Levi were both cursed, but God reversed the curse upon Levi. Why? I believe the 
answer lies in Exodus 32:28. 

The day Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the Ten Commandments in hand, the people were 
dancing around a golden calf. “Who is on the Lord’s side?” Moses said. “Who will deal with this sin?” Only one 
tribe volunteered—the tribe of Levi. The Levites unsheathed their swords and went throughout the congregation 
dealing with their friends and relatives. It was painful, but they had to do it because the tribe of Levi knew, perhaps 
better than anyone, that sin cannot go unchecked. 
Genesis 34:25–27 (NKJV) 25 Now it came to pass on the third day, when they were in pain, that two of the sons of Jacob, Simeon and Levi, 
Dinah’s brothers, each took his sword and came boldly upon the city and killed all the males. 26 And they killed Hamor and Shechem his son with 
the edge of the sword, and took Dinah from Shechem’s house, and went out. 27 The sons of Jacob came upon the slain, and plundered the city, 
because their sister had been defiled.  
 
Genesis 49:5–7 (NKJV) 5 “Simeon and Levi are brothers; Instruments of cruelty are in their dwelling place. 6 Let not my soul enter their council; 
Let not my honor be united to their assembly; For in their anger they slew a man, And in their self-will they hamstrung an ox. 7 Cursed be their 
anger, for it is fierce; And their wrath, for it is cruel! I will divide them in Jacob And scatter them in Israel.  

 
Exodus 32:15–29 (NKJV) 15 And Moses turned and went down from the mountain, and the two tablets of the Testimony were in his hand. The 
tablets were written on both sides; on the one side and on the other they were written. 16 Now the tablets were the work of God, and the 
writing was the writing of God engraved on the tablets. 17 And when Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he said to Moses, 
“There is a noise of war in the camp.” 18 But he said: “It is not the noise of the shout of victory, Nor the noise of the cry of defeat, But the sound 
of singing I hear.” 19 So it was, as soon as he came near the camp, that he saw the calf and the dancing. So Moses’ anger became hot, and he 
cast the tablets out of his hands and broke them at the foot of the mountain. 20 Then he took the calf which they had made, burned it in the 
fire, and ground it to powder; and he scattered it on the water and made the children of Israel drink it. 21 And Moses said to Aaron, “What did 
this people do to you that you have brought so great a sin upon them?” 22 So Aaron said, “Do not let the anger of my lord become hot. You 
know the people, that they are set on evil. 23 For they said to me, ‘Make us gods that shall go before us; as for this Moses, the man who brought 
us out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.’ 24 And I said to them, ‘Whoever has any gold, let them break it off.’ So 
they gave it to me, and I cast it into the fire, and this calf came out.” 25 Now when Moses saw that the people were unrestrained (for Aaron had 
not restrained them, to their shame among their enemies), 26 then Moses stood in the entrance of the camp, and said, “Whoever is on the 
LORD’s side—come to me!” And all the sons of Levi gathered themselves together to him. 27 And he said to them, “Thus says the LORD God of 
Israel: ‘Let every man put his sword on his side, and go in and out from entrance to entrance throughout the camp, and let every man kill his 
brother, every man his companion, and every man his neighbor.’ ” 28 So the sons of Levi did according to the word of Moses. And about three 
thousand men of the people fell that day. 29 Then Moses said, “Consecrate yourselves today to the LORD, that He may bestow on you a blessing 
this day, for every man has opposed his son and his brother.”  

 
God can Turn our Failure Around into Good / But You Must Repent / Fit into Nothingness / Levi Repented 
God can take our sin and turn it around for good. He can reverse the curse even today. Wherever you’ve been, 
whatever you’ve done, if you repent and say, “Lord, from here on out, I’m going Your way,” He’ll turn the mistakes 
you’ve made around for good. Oh, the scars will still be there. But God will open new doors and do wonderful 
things in your life. You’ll be more blessed than you could have ever imagined if—and only if—you repent. Simeon 
didn’t. Evidently the men of Simeon didn’t want to offend their friends or family, so they stood on the sidelines. As 
a result, centuries later, the land Simeon was given was eventually swallowed up. 

Say, “I know I shouldn’t be doing that anymore, but I don’t want to be different. My teammates, my 
roommates, everyone is going there and doing that and I don’t want to stand out. I don’t want to be too radical, so 
I’ll just go to church when I can, fit in there as much as I can, and then when I’m with the guys, I’ll fit in with them,” 
and you’ll end up like Simeon. You’ll disappear into nothingness. Oh, you’ll still go to heaven, but your life and 



impact will be tragically diminished. You’ll look in the mirror at age fifty, sixty, or seventy, and say, “I’m basically 
nothing because I wanted to fit in.” 

On the other hand, say, “I was wrong. I messed up badly. Lord, I repent”—and God will use even your 
mistakes. You’ll minister to Him, make an impact for Him, and be blessed by Him. I know you’ve dropped the ball. I 
know you’ve messed up. We all have because all we like sheep have gone astray (Isaiah 53:6). But the curse can be 
reversed. God can give you a dynamic life and a dynamic ministry if you, like Levi, unsheathe the sword and say, 
“Enough is enough. I’m going on record. I’m standing for the Lord from here on out.” It’s all a matter of 
repentance, of changing directions. Simeon didn’t and he’s in the middle of Judah, swallowed up by a greater tribe. 
Levi did, and they’re involved in ministry throughout forty-eight cities, serving in the temple. Two men committed 
the same sin. One chose to repent, the other didn’t, and the difference in their lives is unmistakable. 
Isaiah 53:6 (NKJV) 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way; And the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of 
us all.  

 
Next Baptism – Bury Old Man – Arise New Man / Parents – Talk to Kids 
Baptism coming up next month.  Take a stand, make a statement, consecrate yourself unto the Lord and before 
men.  Parents, sit with your children, make determination …….. are they ready, for if they are, then bring them into 
the waters of baptism. 
Romans 6:1–4 (NKJV) 1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin 
live any longer in it? 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we 
were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should 
walk in newness of life.  

 
Verse 4-43 
Now in verses 4-43 lists the 48 cities (see map at beginning of this document).  The Levites were broken down into 
three major families (Kohathites, Gershonite, and Merari). 
 

Cities Given to Kohathites (21:4-26) 
Joshua 21:4 Now the lot came out for the families of the Kohathites. And the children of Aaron the priest, who 
were of the Levites, had thirteen cities by lot from the tribe of Judah, from the tribe of Simeon, and from the 
tribe of Benjamin.  
Joshua 21:5 The rest of the children of Kohath had ten cities by lot from the families of the tribe of Ephraim, 
from the tribe of Dan, and from the half-tribe of Manasseh.  
Joshua 21:6 And the children of Gershon had thirteen cities by lot from the families of the tribe of Issachar, from 
the tribe of Asher, from the tribe of Naphtali, and from the half-tribe of Manasseh in Bashan.  
Joshua 21:7 The children of Merari according to their families had twelve cities from the tribe of Reuben, from 
the tribe of Gad, and from the tribe of Zebulun.  
Joshua 21:8 And the children of Israel gave these cities with their common-lands by lot to the Levites, as the 
LORD had commanded by the hand of Moses.  
Joshua 21:9 So they gave from the tribe of the children of Judah and from the tribe of the children of Simeon 
these cities which are designated by name,  
Joshua 21:10 which were for the children of Aaron, one of the families of the Kohathites, who were of the 
children of Levi; for the lot was theirs first.  
Joshua 21:11 And they gave them Kirjath Arba (Arba was the father of Anak), which is Hebron, in the mountains 
of Judah, with the common-land surrounding it.  
Joshua 21:12 But the fields of the city and its villages they gave to Caleb the son of Jephunneh as his possession.  
Joshua 21:13 Thus to the children of Aaron the priest they gave Hebron with its common-land (a city of refuge 
for the slayer), Libnah with its common-land,  
Joshua 21:14 Jattir with its common-land, Eshtemoa with its common-land,  
Joshua 21:15 Holon with its common-land, Debir with its common-land,  
Joshua 21:16 Ain with its common-land, Juttah with its common-land, and Beth Shemesh with its common-land: 
nine cities from those two tribes;  
Joshua 21:17 and from the tribe of Benjamin, Gibeon with its common-land, Geba with its common-land,  
Joshua 21:18 Anathoth with its common-land, and Almon with its common-land: four cities.  
Joshua 21:19 All the cities of the children of Aaron, the priests, were thirteen cities with their common-lands.  



Joshua 21:20 And the families of the children of Kohath, the Levites, the rest of the children of Kohath, even 
they had the cities of their lot from the tribe of Ephraim.  
Joshua 21:21 For they gave them Shechem with its common-land in the mountains of Ephraim (a city of refuge 
for the slayer), Gezer with its common-land,  
Joshua 21:22 Kibzaim with its common-land, and Beth Horon with its common-land: four cities;  
Joshua 21:23 and from the tribe of Dan, Eltekeh with its common-land, Gibbethon with its common-land,  
Joshua 21:24 Aijalon with its common-land, and Gath Rimmon with its common-land: four cities;  
Joshua 21:25 and from the half-tribe of Manasseh, Tanach with its common-land and Gath Rimmon with its 
common-land: two cities.  
Joshua 21:26 All the ten cities with their common-lands were for the rest of the families of the children of 
Kohath.  
 

Cities Given to Gershonites (21:27-33) 
Joshua 21:27 Also to the children of Gershon, of the families of the Levites, from the other half-tribe of 
Manasseh, they gave Golan in Bashan with its common-land (a city of refuge for the slayer), and Be Eshterah 
with its common-land: two cities;  
Joshua 21:28 and from the tribe of Issachar, Kishion with its common-land, Daberath with its common-land,  
Joshua 21:29 Jarmuth with its common-land, and En Gannim with its common-land: four cities;  
Joshua 21:30 and from the tribe of Asher, Mishal with its common-land, Abdon with its common-land,  
Joshua 21:31 Helkath with its common-land, and Rehob with its common-land: four cities;  
Joshua 21:32 and from the tribe of Naphtali, Kedesh in Galilee with its common-land (a city of refuge for the 
slayer), Hammoth Dor with its common-land, and Kartan with its common-land: three cities.  
Joshua 21:33 All the cities of the Gershonites according to their families were thirteen cities with their common-
lands.  
 

Cities Given to Merari (21:34-40) 
Joshua 21:34 And to the families of the children of Merari, the rest of the Levites, from the tribe of Zebulun, 
Jokneam with its common-land, Kartah with its common-land,  
Joshua 21:35 Dimnah with its common-land, and Nahalal with its common-land: four cities;  
Joshua 21:36 and from the tribe of Reuben, Bezer with its common-land, Jahaz with its common-land,  
Joshua 21:37 Kedemoth with its common-land, and Mephaath with its common-land: four cities;  
Joshua 21:38 and from the tribe of Gad, Ramoth in Gilead with its common-land (a city of refuge for the slayer), 
Mahanaim with its common-land,  
Joshua 21:39 Heshbon with its common-land, and Jazer with its common-land: four cities in all.  
Joshua 21:40 So all the cities for the children of Merari according to their families, the rest of the families of the 
Levites, were by their lot twelve cities.  
 
Sprinkled to be Presence & Influence 
God wanted the Levites “sprinkled” all throughout the land of Israel, every tribe was to have the priestly influence 
and presence in their midst. 
 
Joshua 21:41 All the cities of the Levites within the possession of the children of Israel were forty-eight cities 
with their common-lands.  
Joshua 21:42 Every one of these cities had its common-land surrounding it; thus were all these cities.  
 
Appointed to Serve – Not be Served 
Perhaps it is also significant that the priests received their cities last of all the tribes. Priests are appointed to serve, 
not to be served, and there is something priestly about letting others go first. 
  
 
 
 



What was Given – Had Already Been Given 
What did the other tribes give?  Cities that God had freely given them.  All that we have comes from the Lord, so 
when we give, we are only given what God has given us, we are not giving what we earned, what our labors have 
done, for it is God who has given us the intellect and skills to earn the living we earn. 
 
Joshua 21:43 So the LORD gave to Israel all the land of which He had sworn to give to their fathers, and they took 
possession of it and dwelt in it.  
Joshua 21:44 The LORD gave them rest all around, according to all that He had sworn to their fathers. And not a 
man of all their enemies stood against them; the LORD delivered all their enemies into their hand.  
Joshua 21:45 Not a word failed of any good thing which the LORD had spoken to the house of Israel. All came to 
pass.  
 
Not 1 Word Failed! 
Following the list of the forty-eight cities given to the Levites, chapter 21 closes with one of my favorite verses in all 
of Scripture: “There failed not ought of any good thing which the Lord had spoken unto the house of Israel; all 
came to pass.”  
 
Text Illustration: 
RUSSELL HERMAN'S LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT 
 
In 1994, a 67-year-old carpenter named Russell Herman died in Marion, Illinois. In his last will and testament he 
bequeathed the following: 
 
• $2.4 billion to the town of Cave-In-Rock 
• $2.4 billion to the city of East St. Louis 
• $1.5 billion for projects in southeastern Illinois 
 
And in a final act of unprecedented generosity, he left $6 trillion to the Federal Reserve to pay off the national debt 
(it would take a lot more today because the debt is now over $14 trillion). There was only one problem: at the time 
of his death, the only thing Mr. Herman actually owned was a 1983 Olds Toronado. 
 
Russell Herman may not have left behind anything of monetary value, but he did leave us all with a good reminder: 
you can’t give away what you don’t possess. 
 
The bottom line is that he did not have the resources to make any of this a reality. Not so with God. He has all the 
means to make good on all His promises. Our big idea today is this: In a world of broken promises, God can be 
counted on 
 
7 Years Prior – God Promised 
All the way back, at least seven years, possibly even far further than that He told Joshua that everyplace you put 
the soul of your feet I have given you and not one of those words has failed.  He would say to Joshua be strong and 
of good courage and not one of those words have failed as he would give Joshua the strength and the courage to 
go and fight and take what is his.  He's been faithful so faithful and He will be faithful to you, that's what He is and 
that's who He is always faithful and true. 
Joshua 1:3 (NKJV) 3 Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given you, as I said to Moses.  
 
Joshua 1:6 (NKJV) 6 Be strong and of good courage, for to this people you shall divide as an inheritance the land which I swore to their fathers to 
give them.  

 
Governed by God 
And because Israel means “governed by God,” if your house or your life is governed by God, this applies to you, 
too. 
 



He has Accomplished All Things / He has been faithful to Me – 25 years 
He has accomplished all things and I look forward to fulfillment of Him who is able to present us faultless before 
his throne how I am so looking forward to that I need to I want that. I can look back even now only 25 years later 
and I can attest and witness that He has been faithful to every word that He said that He would be and do in my 
life.  He has supplied for me, provided for me, He's been so good and so abundant in His love, He's never left me, 
nor forsaken me just as He said that He would.  There's times where He lead me through the valley of the shadow 
of death, He's taking me through those things, He's been so good and I can attest at the 25 year mark that He has 
been faithful, He has not failed on one of these promises (some 3,000 promises in the Bible), and I can attest to 
you that He will remain faithful to every good thing that He says that He will do, not a word in your life will fail and 
fall short. 
Jude 24 (NKJV) 24 Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, And to present you faultless Before the presence of His glory with 
exceeding joy,  
 
Romans 8:28–30 (NKJV) 28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to 
His purpose. 29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among 
many brethren. 30 Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these 
He also glorified.  
 
Philippians 1:6 (NKJV) 6 being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus 
Christ;  

 
Reminds me of Acts 1 and Luke 2 
These verse reminds me what was spoken at the beginning of Acts by Luke.  Oh all that Jesus did!  And that takes 
me back to all that Jesus did, and it started by Him coming, a child is born, a Son is given, and that is where we will 
pick up next week, as we go back to the birth of Christ and have a special time of remembrance and celebration 
during this Christmas week. 
Acts 1:1–3 (NKJV) 1 The former account I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, 2 until the day in which He was taken 
up, after He through the Holy Spirit had given commandments to the apostles whom He had chosen, 3 to whom He also presented Himself alive 
after His suffering by many infallible proofs, being seen by them during forty days and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God.  

 
Luke 2:1–7 (NKJV) 1 And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 
This census first took place while Quirinius was governing Syria. 3 So all went to be registered, everyone to his own city. 4 Joseph also went up 
from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of 
David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child. 6 So it was, that while they were there, the days were completed for 
her to be delivered. 7 And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there 
was no room for them in the inn.  

 

Response 
Come to Throne of Grace 
So now come to the throne of grace and spend time with the Lord, ask Him take this word and work it into your 
life. 
Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
Joshua - Prayer Guide 

• Reverence – What do we see about our Great God? 

• Response – How do I respond to all that He is? 

• Requests – What can I boldly request from Him based on this? 
• Readiness – What do a need to be on-guard against when I leave here today? 

• Reverence – How great is Our God? 
 
End of Study 
 
 
 
 
 



All Came to Pass 
 
Joshua 21:43 So the LORD gave to Israel all the land of which He had sworn to give to their fathers, and they took 
possession of it and dwelt in it.  
Joshua 21:44 The LORD gave them rest all around, according to all that He had sworn to their fathers. And not a 
man of all their enemies stood against them; the LORD delivered all their enemies into their hand.  
Joshua 21:45 Not a word failed of any good thing which the LORD had spoken to the house of Israel. All came to 
pass. 
 
Not 1 Word Failed! / 7 Years Prior – God Promised 
Following the list of the forty-eight cities given to the Levites, chapter 21 closes with one of my favorite verses in all 
of Scripture: “Not a word failed of any good thing which the LORD had spoken to the house of Israel. All came to 
pass.” All the way back, at least seven years, possibly even far further than that  

• He told Joshua that everyplace you put the soul of your feet I have given you and not one of those words 
has failed.   

• He would say to Joshua be strong and of good courage and not one of those words have failed as he 
would give Joshua the strength and the courage to go and fight and take what is his.   

He's been faithful so faithful and He will be faithful to you, that's what He is and that's who He is always faithful 
and true. 
Joshua 1:3 (NKJV) 3 Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given you, as I said to Moses.  
 
Joshua 1:6 (NKJV) 6 Be strong and of good courage, for to this people you shall divide as an inheritance the land which I swore to their fathers to 
give them.  

 
Governed by God 
And because Israel means “governed by God,” if your house or your life is governed by God, this applies to you, 
too. 
Joshua 21:45 Not a word failed of any good thing which the LORD had spoken to the house of Israel. All came to pass. 

 
He has Accomplished All Things / He has been faithful to Me – 25 years / Someday Present us Faultless 
He has accomplished all things.  I can look back even now only 25 years later and I can attest and witness that He 
has been faithful to every word that He said that He would be and do in my life.   

• He has supplied for me, He has provided for me,  

• He's been so good and so abundant in His love,  

• He’s been a friend to me,  

• He's never left me, nor forsaken me just as He said that He would.   

• There's times where He lead me through the valley of the shadow of death, He's taking me through those 
things,  

He's been so good and I can attest at the 25-year mark that He has been faithful, He has not failed on one of these 
promises (some 3,000 promises in the Bible), and I can attest to you that He will remain faithful to every good 
thing that He says that He will do, not a word in your life will fail and fall short.   

• And, I look forward to fulfillment of Him who is able to present us faultless before his throne how I am so 
looking forward to that I need that, I want that.  

Jude 24 (NKJV) 24 Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, And to present you faultless Before the presence of His glory with 
exceeding joy,  
 
Romans 8:28–30 (NKJV) 28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to 
His purpose. 29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among 
many brethren. 30 Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these 
He also glorified.  
 
Philippians 1:6 (NKJV) 6 being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus 
Christ;  

 
 



Reminds me Luke 2 
This ending verse here in Joshua 21 takes me back to that continual thread that runs through the Book of Luke, 
“and it came to pass”.  Oh…… all that Jesus did!  And that takes me back to all that Jesus did,  
Luke 2:1 (NKJV) 1 And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered.  

 
Definition “Came to Pass 
The phrase “came to pass” in the Greek is just word “ginomai”.  It means, to be fulfilled, to be married 
to, to become, to come into existence, to come to pass, to arise, to appear in history, to come upon the 
stage.  I like those last two, and I think about the life and history of Jesus Christ – “history came upon the 
stage”. 
Luke 2:1 (NKJV) 1 And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered.  

 
Then “History came upon the stage”, and began His public ministry: 
Luke 3:21–22 (NKJV) 21 When all the people were baptized, it came to pass that Jesus also was baptized; and while He prayed, the heaven was 
opened. 22 And the Holy Spirit descended in bodily form like a dove upon Him, and a voice came from heaven which said, “You are My beloved 
Son; in You I am well pleased.”  
 

Then “History came upon the stage”, and began calling men to Himself: 
Luke 6:12–16 (NKJV) 12 Now it came to pass in those days that He went out to the mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God. 13 
And when it was day, He called His disciples to Himself; and from them He chose twelve whom He also named apostles: 14 Simon, whom He also 
named Peter, and Andrew his brother; James and John; Philip and Bartholomew; 15 Matthew and Thomas; James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon 
called the Zealot; 16 Judas the son of James, and Judas Iscariot who also became a traitor.  
 

Then “History came upon the stage”, and not only declared but showed that this Good News is available to anyone 
and everyone. 
Luke 8:1–3 (NKJV) 1 Now it came to pass, afterward, that He went through every city and village, preaching and bringing the glad tidings of the 
kingdom of God. And the twelve were with Him, 2 and certain women who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities—Mary called 
Magdalene, out of whom had come seven demons, 3 and Joanna the wife of Chuza, Herod’s steward, and Susanna, and many others who 
provided for Him from their substance.  

 
Then “History came upon the stage”, and lived a perfect and spotless life, based on His works He could have 
walked right into heaven and declared to man, see it can be done, that is one of the points of this passage, but 
rather that going and saying good luck, He stayed because …….. (Luke 9:51) 
Luke 9:27–31 (NKJV) 27 But I tell you truly, there are some standing here who shall not taste death till they see the kingdom of God.” 28 Now it 
came to pass, about eight days after these sayings, that He took Peter, John, and James and went up on the mountain to pray. 29 As He prayed, 
the appearance of His face was altered, and His robe became white and glistening. 30 And behold, two men talked with Him, who were Moses 
and Elijah, 31 who appeared in glory and spoke of His decease which He was about to accomplish at Jerusalem.  
 

Then “History came upon the stage”, and set Himself towards the cross, because man could never save Himself. 
Luke 9:51–53 (NKJV) 51 Now it came to pass, when the time had come for Him to be received up, that He steadfastly set His face to go to 
Jerusalem, 52 and sent messengers before His face. And as they went, they entered a village of the Samaritans, to prepare for Him. 53 But they did 
not receive Him, because His face was set for the journey to Jerusalem.  

 
Then “History came upon the stage”, and made it clear to all men everywhere, that God is so personal and near, 
that you can talk to Him any time, you can come to Him to talk and not only will He listen, He will also speak. 
Luke 11:1–4 (NKJV) 1 Now it came to pass, as He was praying in a certain place, when He ceased, that one of His disciples said to Him, “Lord, 
teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples.” 2 So He said to them, “When you pray, say: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. 
Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven. 3 Give us day by day our daily bread. 4 And forgive us our sins, For we also 
forgive everyone who is indebted to us. And do not lead us into temptation, But deliver us from the evil one.”  
 

Then “History came upon the stage”, and He fulfilled 4,000 years of prophecy, He brought them all to pass, not one 
of His words failed, as He rode into Jerusalem on that donkey, heralded the Messiah and the King, and then before 
the week was out, ascended the cross for you and I. 
Luke 19:28–31 (NKJV) 28 When He had said this, He went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29 And it came to pass, when He drew near to 
Bethphage and Bethany, at the mountain called Olivet, that He sent two of His disciples, 30 saying, “Go into the village opposite you, where as 
you enter you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever sat. Loose it and bring it here. 31 And if anyone asks you, ‘Why are you loosing it?’ 
thus you shall say to him, ‘Because the Lord has need of it.’ ”  
 



Then “History came upon the stage”, and on the day of the resurrection appeared to the disciples, and saying 
every prophecy, every word (from Genesis to Malachi), not one of them failed, not one!  And here “I Am”, back on 
the stage of history, HIS-STORY, alive from death and the grave. 
Luke 24:25–32 (NKJV) 25 Then He said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Ought not 

the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into His glory?” 27 And beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to them in 
all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself. 28 Then they drew near to the village where they were going, and He indicated that He would 
have gone farther. 29 But they constrained Him, saying, “Abide with us, for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent.” And He went in to stay 
with them. 30 Now it came to pass, as He sat at the table with them, that He took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then their 
eyes were opened and they knew Him; and He vanished from their sight. 32 And they said to one another, “Did not our heart burn within us while 
He talked with us on the road, and while He opened the Scriptures to us?”  
 

Then “History came upon the stage”, and He rose from the grave, now He rises into heaven, and is seated at the 
right-hand of the throne of the Father, living to make intercession for us, saying following me, I am the way, the 
truth, and the life (John 14:6). 
Luke 24:49–53 (NKJV) 49 Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power 
from on high.” 50 And He led them out as far as Bethany, and He lifted up His hands and blessed them. 51 Now it came to pass, while He blessed 
them, that He was parted from them and carried up into heaven. 52 And they worshiped Him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53 and 
were continually in the temple praising and blessing God. Amen.  

 
John 14:5–7 (NKJV) 5 Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are going, and how can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I 
am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. 7 “If you had known Me, you would have known My Father 
also; and from now on you know Him and have seen Him.”  

 
Rewind – The Christmas Story – Luke 2 
It all began, to come to pass, back in Luke 2, when God became a man.  Let’s rewind, let’s unwrap the package of 
this great gift, and read the Christmas story.  We use Amazon often, we find it very convenient and cost saving, so 
there is a continual stream of boxes coming to our house.  Camden very much notices it.  So yesterday he came 
into my room and told me that I had another package from Amazon; and when I came out he had wrapped himself 
up in a blanket, and put a piece of paper on himself saying “Amazon”.  I knew what was in the package, and I 
literally took a moment and said thank You Lord for this wonderful gift you have delivered to me.  Then I spoke out 
loud to Camden so he could hear me giving praise to the Lord for His wonderful gift.  Having this passage on my 
mind I couldn’t help but think, and immediately was taken back to unwrapping the Babe laid in swaddling clothes 
in Bethlehem.  Later in the day there was a box delivered from grandma to Camden, and he said can I open it now, 
to which I said no that is for Christmas day; he said why can’t I open it now, to which I said that is part of the 
excitement of Christmas, looking forward to unwrapping the gift.  The wait builds the excitement; and in Luke 2 
man has waited 4,000 years for this day, this is no ordinary day, imagine the day as we rewind and unwrap this 
passage again!  And, may I say, I look forward with such excitement to see the One of this passage face-to-face, to 
behold Him, to adore Him, to bow down before Him, and to look into His eyes and say “thank you for coming for 
me”. 
Luke 2:1–20 (NKJV) 1 And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 
This census first took place while Quirinius was governing Syria. 3 So all went to be registered, everyone to his own city. 4 Joseph also went up 
from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of 
David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child. 6 So it was, that while they were there, the days were completed for 
her to be delivered. 7 And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there 
was no room for them in the inn. 8 Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
9 And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. 10 Then the 
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. 11 For there is born to you this 
day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying 
in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying: 14 “Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” 15 So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, that the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they came with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger. 17 Now when they had seen Him, they made widely known the saying which 
was told them concerning this Child. 18 And all those who heard it marveled at those things which were told them by the shepherds. 19 But Mary 
kept all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had 
heard and seen, as it was told them.  

 
Wrapped in Swaddling Clothes 
Mary wrapped Jesus in swaddling clothes.  He is Jesus Christ, God’s gift to you this Christmas.  He is the gift of 
Christmas, there is no Christmas without Him. 



 
Let’s Cradle the Cup 
Let’s put your Bible on your lap right now, and let’s take the communion elements into our hands, lets cradle the 
cup, lets unwrap the gift. 
 

Good News – God “With” Us 
 
The Sign Given – Immanuel God With Us 
The sign unto us, the prophecy given thousands years prior.   He is the sign to us, all of us, a virgin shall bear child, 
and His name shall be Immanuel.  It came to pass just as He said it would, God gave His only begotten Son.  And 
that Son, is none other than God Himself, for Immanuel means “God with Us”. 
Isaiah 7:14 (NKJV) 14 Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name 
Immanuel.  
 
Matthew 1:23 (NKJV) 23 “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which is translated, 
“God with us.”  
 
John 3:16 (NKJV) 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life.  

 
We can Handle Him Today – Like 2,000 years Ago 
God is with us, today!  Immanuel, God with us.  No one had ever seen God, until they saw Jesus.  And now we get 
to see Him, look upon Him, and handle Him with our very hands, we cradle the Babe of Bethlehem, God Himself. 
1 John 1:1–4 (NKJV) 1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, 
and our hands have handled, concerning the Word of life—2 the life was manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and declare to you 
that eternal life which was with the Father and was manifested to us—3 that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also 
may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. 4 And these things we write to you that 
your joy may be full.  

 
Things God Wants you to Know about Him – seen in Cup / No Work – I’ve Done It / I Came Down to show Way 
The deep and most important things God wants you to know about Him, you hold in your hand today.  Take and 
eat, this is My Body given for you.  He is Jesus Christ God’s gift to you.  We need not try to reach up to heaven to 
reach Him, but He came down to us.  We need not be intimidated and fearful as He came in a way that he sends 
message to us, I am as approachable and threatening as a baby…… so come unto Me.  And you will not do the work 
of trying to work your way to heaven, but in your hand is why I came, I have been born to die for you.  I have come 
down to show you the way so you don’t have to try to figure out which and what is the way.  Yesterday Renee 
needed to borrow my truck, she came to meet me at work.  She sends me a text and says I am here, to which I 
replied what do you see, she says what do you mean, and I said when you tell me what you see then I will know 
where you are at, because I know you are here.  So she tells me, to which I say you are 3 miles off.  She says how 
do I get to where you are, do I turn left or right.  I said to myself, she will never get it, there are 20 turns to get 
where I am, she’ll be in Baltimore city 20 miles away before it is all over..  So I said………….. you stay there, and I will 
come to you, then we will be sure that you will get to where you need be.  So Jesus showed to us, you will never 
figure this out, you will never know the way and get to Me, in fact you will just get further away trying to figure it 
out …….. I will come to you, to make sure you get to where you need to be. 
1 Corinthians 11:23–26 (NKJV) 23 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus on the same night in which 
He was betrayed took bread; 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you; do this 
in remembrance of Me.” 25 In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till He 
comes.  

 
Show us the Father Phillip Said 
Immanuel, God with us doesn’t just show us the way to the Father, didn’t just become the way, but literally and 
actually showed us the Father, His heart and His passion for us.  Phillip the Apostle said to Jesus, show us the 
Father and it will suffice, to which Jesus said Phillip have I been with you so long that you still don’t know?  He who 
has seen Me, has seen the Father.  For I and the Father are One.  Do you want to know what God is like?  Look to 
Jesus, look to Jesus and you will see the heart of the Father.  Look at Jesus, God with us. 



John 14:8–10 (NKJV) 8 Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient for us.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, 
and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not 
believe that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me? The words that I speak to you I do not speak on My own authority; but the Father who 
dwells in Me does the works.  

 
Everything about God – We see in Jesus / Jesus & Father are One / Jesus the Way – We made Clean & Free 
That which was from the beginning, we ourselves handle with our hands today.  Everything we would ever want to 
and need to know about God we see in Jesus.  We need not do works to reach Him, we simply handle Him in our 
hands.  Jesus said He is the way to the Father, and that way is through Him and the works that He did, born to die, 
to trade places with us so our sin may be forgiven, washed away, made clean, and we can approach Him freely and 
be received freely, for this gift is FREE!!!!! 
1 John 1:1–4 (NKJV) 1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, 
and our hands have handled, concerning the Word of life—2 the life was manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and declare to you 
that eternal life which was with the Father and was manifested to us—3 that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also 
may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. 4 And these things we write to you that 
your joy may be full.  

 
John 14:5–7 (NKJV) 5 Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are going, and how can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I 
am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. 7 “If you had known Me, you would have known My Father 
also; and from now on you know Him and have seen Him.”  

 

Good News – God “In” Us 
 
But the Problem – Know how to Live – But Can’t / Good News – Christ in You! 
If you want to know anything about God, Immanuel, God with us, if you want to know how to live this life on earth, 
look at Jesus, and You will hear Him say, follow me and I will show you.  But there lies the problem, as we try to 
follow Him but we just can’t seem to get it right, we try to live the Sermon on the Mount, but just seem to keep 
messing up.  Good news, not only is it Immanuel, God with us, but it gets even better, after we handle Him and 
believe in Him, we then receive Him literally into our lives it becomes God in us. 
Colossians 1:27 (NKJV) 27 To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ 
in you, the hope of glory.  

 
Glory – the Heavy things – Substance / Zoe Life 
The hope of glory!  Glory means substance, weighty thing, heavy.  Christ in you, you can have a life of substance, a 
life of meaning, to which translates to us, an abundant life, a zoe life, the God life, the life Jesus lived when He 
walked this earth, we can now live and have because Christ is not just with us (Immanuel) but He is now in you (if 
you have asked Him to come and be your Lord and Savior). 
John 10:10 (NKJV) 10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may 
have it more abundantly.  
 

Johnny Bench – 1970’s 
Oh I remember years ago, it was in the 1970’s, I loved baseball.  My parents had gave me for Christmas a cassette 
tape that came with a little instruction book on how to be a great hitter in baseball.  That instructional set was 
made by Johnny Bench, who would become a Hall of Famer.  Johnny bench was the youngest player (age 22) to 
win the MLB MVP award.  He led the league in hitting in every category (batting average, homeruns, and RBI’s).  He 
led the Cincinnati Reds to the World series championship in 1975-76, he was the MVP in the 1976 World Series.  
He was a 2 time NL MVP, and a 14-time All-star selection.  He was inducted into the Hall of Fame in 1989.  Oh my I 
remember it like yesterday laying in the living night after night, reading the booklet and looking at the pictures, 
and listening to that tape over and over.  Oh I couldn’t wait for the baseball season to begin as I too would become 
this powerhouse hitter.  Well the season came, and well, I wasn’t very good, in fact I was kinda stinky.  We played 6 
inning games, and I remember one game not just making 3 outs at bat, but all 3 were strike-outs!  I remember one 
pitch was like 3 feet over my head and I swung and missed it, and the umpire says ball two.  Then people in the 
stands said he swung it, and the umpire said what, they are like yea, I mean the pitch was so bad the umpire just 
assumed nobody would swing at it.  So the ump and the people in the stands are talking to each other and the 
ump figured if 20 people all saw me swing it must be true, so he goes ok, strike-three you’re out.  I read and read 



and studied and studied, I even tried and tried, practiced and practiced, but I still was me, I was all of me, and all of 
me was not a very good baseball player.  But you know what would have changed everything, made me that great 
baseball player I so wanted to be, it would have been if Johnny Bench could have taken up residence within me, 
took control of my body, my mind, and my actions, then I would have been that great player I always wanted to 
be. 
 
Not Just With You – But in You 
God says I am not just with you, but I want to dwell in you.  Not just an example we look at and try to imitate, but 
God in us living and flowing through us. 
 
Without Him – I can do Nothing / With Him – All Things 
Oh how I want to be like Him, imitate Him, live like Him, but I find myself continually failing; but then Jesus always 
brings me back to this statement in John 15, “without Me you can do nothing”.  I like that, I love that, because then 
that means with Him, I can do all things. 
John 15:5 (NKJV) 5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.  
 
Philippians 4:13 (NKJV) 13 I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.  

 
God with You – God in You / Supplying & Controlling 
So here we are today celebrating salvation, Christ in you, the hope, the promise of glory!  The “weightier things, 
the heavy things, the glory things” that Christ in you will supply you, lead you, lead your mind, lead your actions, 
lead your thoughts, to make you great, to be the greatness that God desires you to be.  Immanuel (God with Us), 
then (God in Us). 
 
Bread of Communion 
Lord – My Desire is You take Control of Me / Let the Bread of Communion remind me – You are In Me 
Lord we pray this day, take control of us, I want You to have full reign in me today.  As I take this bread, as I 
celebrate this communion, I am reminded that You are in me, we are one together, and I celebrate and yield 
myself to You, to lead me, as I want to be more like You this day, and I know I can and I will, because not “one 
word You ever spoke regarding me, shall ever fail, it shall all come to pass”. 
1 Corinthians 11:23–26 (NKJV) 23 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus on the same night in which 
He was betrayed took bread; 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you; do this 
in remembrance of Me.” 25 In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till He 
comes.  

 
Communion Song – “Communion by Third Day” 
 

Good News – God “For” Us 
 
Cup of Communion 
What if this Hasn’t been Your Greatest Year? / God News – God is for Us 
What if you fall, what if this hasn’t been your greatest year, what if you are feeling like you shouldn’t even be here 
today?  I have great news for you, based on these Scriptures.  Man’s greatest need, is God’s greatest deed – and 
that is forgiveness.  God couldn’t speak forgiveness, He had to bleed forgiveness.  God isn’t just with us, God isn’t 
just in us, God is for us.  If God be for us who can be against; God demonstrated His love for us that while we were 
still yet sinners Christ died for us.  The blood of Jesus continually cleanses us from all sin.  That is all sin, past-
present-future, because God is for us. 
Romans 8:31 (NKJV) 31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?  
 
Romans 5:8 (NKJV) 8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  
 
1 John 1:7 (NKJV) 7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son 
cleanses us from all sin.  

 



Wrapped in Swaddling Baby Clothes – to Grave Clothes / But on the 3rd Day – He Rose Again 
Mary wrapped Him in swaddling clothes.  Then, 33 years later another Joseph wraps Him in swaddling clothes not 
in a cradle but in a tomb.  But then on the third day, just as He said it would be, just as He promised it would come 
to pass.  As He rose from the dead, we who have received Him will too, for the resurrection is proof that 
substitution has been accepted.  As Christ rose, so too shall we, thus and because we are forgiven.  We are 
forgiven because is not only with us (Immanuel), but God is for us, and God gave to us His only Begotten Son, He is 
Jesus Christ God’s gift to you.  Let’s drink the cup of salvation, the gift of forgiveness! 
Matthew 27:59–60 (NKJV) 59 When Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, 60 and laid it in his new tomb which he had 
hewn out of the rock; and he rolled a large stone against the door of the tomb, and departed.  
 
Matthew 28:1–8 (NKJV) 1 Now after the Sabbath, as the first day of the week began to dawn, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to see 
the tomb. 2 And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone 
from the door, and sat on it. 3 His countenance was like lightning, and his clothing as white as snow. 4 And the guards shook for fear of him, and 
became like dead men. 5 But the angel answered and said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 6 
He is not here; for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. 7 And go quickly and tell His disciples that He is risen from the 
dead, and indeed He is going before you into Galilee; there you will see Him. Behold, I have told you.” 8 So they went out quickly from the tomb 
with fear and great joy, and ran to bring His disciples word.  

 
Immanuel – God with Us! 
        Then God in Us! 
  And God is For Us! 
 
Will You make that Manger Your Heart Today 
Immanuel, God with Us, Holy God left His throne and was laid in a dirty manger.  A perfect picture for us, maybe 
you are here today thinking God may be with you, but would never be willing to be in you; Good News, He showed 
us in His coming that He is willing to enter into a dirty manger, for His glory turns it into a royal throne.  He will do 
the same for you, He will take that dirty manger of your heart and turn it into a royal throne, He only waits for your 
invite to say, God be with me, God I ask you to come into me, and I surrender myself to You to be the Lord and 
King of my life. 
 
End of Study 
 
  



Joshua 22 
 
Introduction 
So here we are in chapter 22; the Children of Israel have crossed the Jordon River after 40 years of wilderness 
wandering.  They have defeated 31 kings and their cities, they are finished with seven years of warring, and we 
finished chapter 21 with that powerful verse of 45: 
Joshua 21:45 (NKJV) 45 Not a word failed of any good thing which the LORD had spoken to the house of Israel. All came to pass.  

 
Chapter 22 isn’t just a Passing Word / Satan’s great Weapon – A Family Divided 
Now in chapter 22 Joshua is sending the 2.5 tribes that crossed over from the east of the Jordon to return to their 
families.  Chapter 22 isn’t just a passing chapter of filling in some details, it is actually a most vital passage, because 
in this picture of spiritual warfare, in this picture of living the abundant Christian life, we see one of (if not the one), 
of the enemy’s greatest weapon (wiles) to bring that to a screeching halt, and that is “a family divided”.  We must 
be on constant guard over this subtle attack, and especially when things are going well, when victory is behind us, 
when we are experiencing such great flow of the spiritual blessings of God.  Let’s jump in at verse one of chapter 
22. 
Ephesians 6:11–13 (NKJV) 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For we do not 

wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts 
of wickedness in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having 
done all, to stand.  

 
Joshua 22:1 Then Joshua called the Reubenites, the Gadites, and half the tribe of Manasseh,  
Joshua 22:2 and said to them: “You have kept all that Moses the servant of the LORD commanded you, and have 
obeyed my voice in all that I commanded you.  
Joshua 22:3 You have not left your brethren these many days, up to this day, but have kept the charge of the 
commandment of the LORD your God.  
Joshua 22:4 And now the LORD your God has given rest to your brethren, as He promised them; now therefore, 
return and go to your tents and to the land of your possession, which Moses the servant of the LORD gave you on 
the other side of the Jordan.  
 
Finish Strong 
Joshua said you have kept all that the Lord commanded; oh to end this day, this week, this life with such words, 
that we finished well, we finished what God called us to do.  May that be the record we leave when we leave this 
land! 
 
Recap 2.5 Tribes Choose East Side of Jordon River / They Fought for You – Time You Fight for Them 
Joshua chapter 22, verse one: Then Joshua called the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half tribe of Manasseh. 
These are the ones that we've studied before, who said to Moses, "Hey we like it over here on the east side of the 
Jordan River. We want to take our inheritance over here. We don't want to cross over into the Jordan, into the 
promise land. Because this is a great place for cattle, livestock, and farming." Moses gave them that. We've studied 
that in the times past, but he gave them the command that, "You must come and fight with your brethren, and 
make sure they get their inheritance. They've fought for you, now it's time for you to go fight for them," and so 
they agree.  
 I see a beautiful passage here, a picture for us. There's a time where we have people who fight for us. 
They fight for us in prayer. They fight for us to teach us the word. They fight for us to help us through hard times. 
They fight for us at their expense. They fight for us at a price that they pay, that all the benefits, and all the 
beneficial blessings that come out of it were solely for us, and there was nothing in it for themselves. Now there's a 
time where God says, "Now you go forward and fight for them. You go fight for somebody else. You go fight where 
you get nothing out of it. No beneficial blessing to you personally, but it's to go fight, so that they may receive the 
benefit and the blessing."  
 There's a time where it's our turn. There's a time where it's our turn to go and fight. Fight in the prayer 
room. Fight to teach them the word. Fight to go minister to them when they're going through a hard time. To go 
stand beside them and with them, and just to lift up their arms. It goes both ways in that place. I would ask you 
today, who can you go fight for? Who can you go and stand beside to make sure that they cross over into their 



promised land, the promised blessings that the Lord would have for them. The promises, and all of the promises 
that God wants to give them. Sometimes the Lord says, "This I want to give them, but I'm asking you to come and 
help them to receive what I want to give them." It's a family, it's body. We're one.  
 Here's a calling, so this new year I would ask you today, who can you go fight for. There's definitely a 
danger as we'll continue to read this chapter though. There's a danger in our own flesh of once we've got into our 
inheritance, our blessing. Once we've entered into what's comfortable and ease. We say, "I'm good. I'm done," and 
we forget that there's other people out there fighting. We forget that some of them fought for us, but we settle 
back in, and we go, "I'm good," and so then we just forget them. We're going to see in this chapter today if that's 
anywhere near anything in our heart, we're going to see the dangers of it. Because take heed. He who thinks he 
stands, take heed, least he falls. 
 
Joshua 22:5 But take careful heed to do the commandment and the law which Moses the servant of the LORD 
commanded you, to love the LORD your God, to walk in all His ways, to keep His commandments, to hold fast to 
Him, and to serve Him with all your heart and with all your soul.”  
 
Mighty Verse this Verse 5 
Verse five: What a word here for verse five, but take careful heed to do the commandment and the law. Which 
Moses, the servant of the Lord, commanded you. To love the Lord your God, to walk in all of His ways, to keep His 
commandments, to hold fast to Him, and to serve Him with all your heart, and with all your soul.  When you see 
“all your heart and all your soul” together in a phrase the writer is an emphasis that is saying “with everything you 
are, your whole person, do this”. 
 
Take Heed – Summation for Continued Success 
 As we look at that, and so here we are, in this one verse packed with such a powerful punch, this is what 
the Lord would speak to us today. Take careful heed. Be careful about this. Don't handle this lightly. Don't be 
sloppy with this. Guard it with all that you have. Because this is what will continue your success. These are the 
things that you need to do daily, heed them. Which is to apply them to your heart and your life. Heed them, keep 
them on the forefront of your mind. Here's six things God calls us to do for our sake, for our prosperity, for our 
blessing. Do you want a great 2016? Do you want a year that has everything that we have studied in 2015. We 
spent the whole year studying the book of John, and the abundant life. We spent four months on the backend of 
2015 studying the book of Joshua.  
 
Careful Heed = With Muchness / Key to Spirit-filled Life – Do these 6 Things 
The words “careful heed” are one word in the Hebrew, and it means “exceedingly, up to abundance, to a great 
degree, with muchness”.  How interestingly it is the Hebrew counterpart word that we continually talk about 
“abundant”.  So we see a key to the abundant spirit-filled life, is the abundant (muchness) of doing these six things 
spoken of here in verse 5. 
 
God Bears Fruit Basket – Take eat All you Want / Fruit Spirit – Wisdom – Gifting to Fight for Others 
 Both of these books speak of the abundant Christian life that's promised to us. To take the inheritance 
that God would have for us. What inheritance are you desiring today? Because God brings a whole harvest before 
you. A fruit basket loaded of fruit of his abundance. The fruit of the spirit. Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Who would not need more of those things. Then He goes on 
and says, "Here's wisdom from above to know what to do, when to do it, why to do it, and how to do it." Then he 
gives us gifts so that we can go fight, and stand next to our brother to bring them into their place. He gives us the 
gifting of teaching, the gifting of help, the gifting of ministering unto these others. Whatever it may be all for the 
taking. But slip, don't take care for heed to any of these six things, we'll never have the harvest. That basket of fruit 
will be empty. Because we have not allowed ourselves into the place where the fruit of the Spirit can flow.  
 
Fruit of Holy Spirit 
Galatians 5:22–25 (NKJV) 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-
control. Against such there is no law. 24 And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 If we live in the Spirit, 
let us also walk in the Spirit.  



 
Gifts of the Holy Spirit 
1 Corinthians 12:7–11 (NKJV) 7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all: 8 for to one is given the word of 
wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of 
healings by the same Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different 
kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one 
individually as He wills.  
 
Romans 12:3–8 (NKJV) 3 For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he 
ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith. 4 For as we have many members in one body, but all the 
members do not have the same function, 5 so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another. 6 Having then 
gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; 7 or ministry, let 
us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; 8 he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with 
diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.  

 
Empowerment for Ministry 
Acts 1:4–8 (NKJV) 4 And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of 
the Father, “which,” He said, “you have heard from Me; 5 for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not 
many days from now.” 6 Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, “Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to 
Israel?” 7 And He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own authority. 8 But you shall receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of 
the earth.”  
 
Acts 4:8 (NKJV) 8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders of Israel:  
 
Acts 4:31 (NKJV) 31 And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness.  

 
Keep Commandments – That makes Direction Easy / Walk in Ways 
 He says, "Keep the commandments and the law." That's just easy living; I don't have to struggle on what is 
a right decision. Lord should I date this person, unbeliever? Of course not, Your word says, "Don't be unequally 
yoked." That's easy. Lord should I drink myself to a place of drunkenness? No, that's easy. Because you tell us that 
drunkenness is a sin. Lord should I run my mouth, and cause division among the people in my workplace, or my 
church, or my home? No, because you tell me to guard my tongue. It's a fire that can start and burn a blaze. A little 
piece of it can steer a ship, and it can sure steer my life into a disastrous place. Walk in all of his ways, that's an 
easy one for us………….. but of course our flesh will fight us all along the way not wanting to yield to God’s perfect 
wisdom. 
 
Love the Lord – Little Demanding / I have no Problem Loving my Wife – She is my Bride 
He says to love the Lord, your God. That can be taken to be, well isn't that a little possessive? Isn't that a little 
obsessive from the Lord. You're going to love Me, I'm telling you to love Me, if you don't love me we're going to 
have a problem. I don't have any problem loving my wife.  It isn’t a problem because love is a personal 
relationship.  I don't have any problem remaining faithful to my wife. I don't want anything to rob that relationship 
that I have with her. She is my bride, and I waited a whole lifetime for her. I waited a whole lifetime for her, and 
I'm glad I did, and I'm glad to spend the rest of my life with her. I have no desire to spend it with anyone else. She's 
my bride. She willingly committed herself to me, and the two became one. Husband and wife, and that's the 
picture of salvation. God Himself comes, gets down on one knee, presents Himself and says, "Will you marry Me? 
Will you be my bride? Will you be one with Me for all the days of your life, and when we see this great gift, and 
we're moved in our hearts by Him. Then we say, "Ah, lord I do. I accept Your offer."  
 What He's saying right here, you go off anywhere else, you go off into any type of relationship that would 
harm this marriage, you will not prosper. You will not succeed.  Every relationship all need this “one” main 
requirement, “TIME”.  Love, requires a time investment.  Love the Lord, that is spending time in the relationship 
with Him, talking to Him, going on dates, having coffee, expressing your feelings to Him, hearing His feeling for 
you.  It is no different than any marriage relationship.  Love is an action, and I would even say Love is measureable 
in a sense, because you spend time with the things you love.   

Take heed, protect your marriages. Christian protect your marriage with everything that you have. Then, 
and also protect your relationship with the Lord your God. Protect it from what's pressing in to try to block it. 



Protect it from busyness. Protect it from the things that try to rob the intimacy of it. Hey, if the devil can't make 
you bad, he'll make you busy. Anything to draw you away. He gives this gift of salvation, which becomes this 
oneness in relation with Him, and we can enjoy the gift all that we want. I'm not talking anything about losing your 
salvation, not going to get into all that theological jargon at this point. What I want to tell you is that He loves you. 
He's married to you, and He wants the best in the marriage for you.  

 
Salvation is a Gift – What you do with Gift is Up to You 
Again, I'm not talking anything about losing your salvation, not going to get into all that theological jargon at this 
point. What I want to tell you is that He loves you. He's married to you, and He wants the best in the marriage for 
you. Salvation is a gift, and so is everything else that comes with it.  And listen, all the spiritual inheritances, are 
gifts that come from Him.  We don’t earn them either, we like salvation, simply choose to receive them.  This gift 
you can spend it anyway you want. You can spend it anywhere you want. It's your gift. What the Lord would say to 
you is, "Here's the best way, and here's the greatest way to spend this gift."  And, here in verse 5 the Lord is telling 
us how to protect our gift. 
  
Camden’s Christmas Card from Uncle 
Camden this week got a Christmas card from his uncle, with a Christmas gift in it, and he has this thing. As soon as 
he gets that money, it's time to go and spend it. Off to the mall we go. He really doesn't have anything picked out. 
He's not really set on anything, but he knows he has this money in his pocket, and he's going to go buy something, 
and enjoy the gift of it. Off to the mall we go, and the enjoyment of all those things, and he buys something. We're 
driving home and he says, "So dad, we're going to have to sneak this into the house." I said, "Why would we have 
to sneak it into the house?" He goes, "Because I don't want mummy thinking that you put it on your Discover card, 
and paid for it." I said, "Camden, this is your gift, and you get to spend your gift anyway you want. You don't have 
to hide it any way. You don't have to tuck it away in any way. This was your gift that was freely given to you, and 
you can buy anything that you want."  
 That's the way it was when we were in the store. As we were looking at these things I said, "Okay, well 
this is what this costs, and you bought this. This is how much money you've got left." I would say to him, "You can 
buy anything you want because it's your gift." The way home it was, "You can buy anything you want, and you can 
bring it in and display it anywhere, and enjoy it anywhere you want." Then I just went into the application of our 
spiritual life. This gift you can spend it anyway you want. You can spend it anywhere you want. It's your gift. What 
the Lord would say to you is, "Here's the best way, and here's the greatest way to spend this gift." Protect your 
gift, don't hide it, but protect it. I freely give it to you. You can enjoy the gift all that you want. There's a way that 
your gift can be diminished. It would be just like my example to Camden. You don't have to hide your gift, enjoy 
your gift, it's all yours.  
 
Lord at Verb Tenses (Do-Love-Walk-Keep-Holdfast-Serve) / Inward – Upward - Outward 
 I want you to notice these verbs that are here in this passage. Do, love, walk, keep, hold, serve. What we 
see is a continual inward, outward, upward. We have this thing inwardly where we are the word, and the ministry 
of the word, a keeping of the word, and the changing of ourselves from the inside out. Then there's this upward, as 
we are looking onto him. We're holding fast to him. We're not letting go. We're loving him. Then we come into this 
outward where we're serving with all of our heart and our soul. We're coming to fight next to our brother. We're 
coming to serve, and do the things of the Lord. We're part of His outreaches, we're part of His ministry. We're part 
of His works that He does here in the ministry of the word, and here at the church. We're enjoying being the bride, 
and so we have inward, upward, and outward. You want a flow of the Spirit of God, and you want a flow in your 
life. You continually keep that life in that inwardly cleansing myself, and keeping myself pure. Outwardly serving, 
and being a part of what God's doing. Attached to the vine, and not just a once a week thing, but continually 
involved in what the lord is doing. Of course it's got to be upward. It all has to be tapped into the vine. It all has to 
be looking onto him.  
  
Don’t Over-Analyze Yourself / Paralyze Yourself 
Because we can find ourselves paralyzing ourselves. Because inwardly, "Oh, how am I doing. Oh no, what have I 
done? Oh, I've sinned. Oh, I've fallen. I can't believe I had that thought." Then we find ourselves just so focused on 
ourselves that's all we think about is ourselves. We're paralyzed to enjoy outwardly serving someone else, because 



we're so wrapped up in ourselves, we're missing the upward of enjoying just salvation, and a gift, and the 
relationship with the Holy God who's created us. Then the other danger is outward. We can become so busy 
involved in the ministry that it robs us, it takes away the inward part of examining ourselves, and making sure that 
we're taking care of the inward part. Of course it can diminish, because we're so busy, or we're so focused on, "Oh, 
we got to go get involved in that. Oh, I got to wake up and get this taken care of for the ministry." That then we 
don't even have devotion time. We don't have a relation time.  
 Believe it or not, you can actually rob yourself whether it's inward or outward. You can actually rob 
yourself and miss the upward part. By being just so focused on the upward part. I know that sounds crazy, but we 
can get into this place of I'm into the word, I'm into the word. I'm studying the word. I just spend the time in 
doctrine and theology, I don't have time for serving anyone else. I don't have time for anything else. I just want to 
sit and be at His feet. That's not what He intended. We are lights in a dark place. He sends us, He casts us like seeds 
into this world that we would take root, and that we would be lights, and shine onto people that they can see. 
"Wow, that's what it is to be married to Jesus Christ. Whoa, that's the joy of life of serving others. Boy my whole 
life, all I'd ever think of is where is my next vacation. All I'd ever think of, what can I buy next for myself. All I can 
ever think of is why am I so empty and miserable when I have all of these things?"  Then they can look unto you 
and see, "Wow this life of inward. They are who they are, and they're not like us. Their language, and their action, 
and their eyes, and what they do with those things. Outward, the way they reach the world around them. The way 
they're ministering to me, but they continually have this glow about them of this relationship that they say that 
they have. It must be real. What a beautiful verse.  
 
Verse 5 – Six things to Abundant Life (Inward – Upward – Outward) 
There verse five is, inward, upward, and outward. Do, love, walk, keep, holdfast, serve, and you will have what a 
blessed life. 
 
Joshua 22:6 So Joshua blessed them and sent them away, and they went to their tents.  
Joshua 22:7 Now to half the tribe of Manasseh Moses had given a possession in Bashan, but to the other half of 
it Joshua gave a possession among their brethren on this side of the Jordan, westward. And indeed, when 
Joshua sent them away to their tents, he blessed them,  
Joshua 22:8 and spoke to them, saying, “Return with much riches to your tents, with very much livestock, with 
silver, with gold, with bronze, with iron, and with very much clothing. Divide the spoil of your enemies with your 
brethren.”  
 
Joshua give Ok to return / Some Stayed back – Some went Ahead /  
Verse six: So Joshua blessed them and sent them away, and they went to their tents. In verse eight, Joshua says, 
"Return with much riches to your tents. With very much livestock, with silver, and gold. With bronze and iron, and 
with very much clothing. Divide the spoils of your enemies with your brethren." He's giving them the go to return, 
and obviously there was men who stayed back, and protected the woman, children, and the land they had claimed 
there on the east side of the Jordan river. We see an application there of some people go, and some people fight. 
Some people stay, and some people are sent. How the lot fell that the certain ones you go fight, and these ones 
you stay home and you protect, but God has that all worked out. We see that balance and dynamic here in the 
church today.  
 
Missions / Boots on Ground – Knees on Carpet 
 God sends some into the mission field to put the boots on the ground. Others stay here and puts knees on 
the carpet. I would just pray that we would always recognize that, and that we would be diligent in this month 
coming up here in January, as the mission team goes to Cambodia, that we would say you go put boots on the 
ground. We're going to put knees on the carpet, and we're going to dedicate ourselves to prayer for you. We'll 
keep the home front protected. While you're away you have no worries, and so may we rally and gather around 
them, and just, "Hey what can we do for you while you're gone? While you leave your home do you need help 
taking care of the grass, or the dog, or need somebody to get your mail? Whatever it might be. Do you need help 
with child care while you're gone?" Just bless them while they go. Then we expect them, when they come back, to 
bring the spoils, and to tell us all that the lord did, and how we got to partner with them and see. We go as one, 
and we are one. We're one family, we're one body, we're one church here, and what a blessing it is. 



  
Return with Spoils / Bronze & Iron – Mighty things becomes Spoils 
A new thought on that. As we look at this. They're going to go back with silver and gold, and the riches of the 
spoils.  They're going to go back with even more livestock than they had. I would just want to point out to you, 
notice also what they go back with. With bronze, and with iron, so this is clearly, it's the metal age. They're not 
some backwoods clan. This is a developed people who had much intelligence, and they were already mining the 
minerals out of the Earth. Notice these two specific, very clearly, bronze and iron. They're taking this bronze, 
where are they getting it from? They're getting it from largely their enemies. Bronze was used to make shields to 
defend during battle. Here they are, they're taking the spoils of the bronze of the armies that they've conquered, 
and the iron it was for the chariots. It's who they were afraid of. Hey we can't go fight these guys. They got iron 
chariots. Those were armored tanks that we're going up against. These bronze shields, this is an armored Humvee 
that we're going up against. Look they're taking them as spoils.  
 What I love, and what I see here, and what I call out for each and every one of us. You know God has been 
so good, and God is so great, that we no longer have to fear the things that once seemed so intimidating, and 
undefeatable in our lives. We no longer fear them, but we control them. They no longer keep us from our 
inheritance, but we hold them up as trophies over our head to say, "Look, victory can be had. We get to show our 
children. We get to show everybody around us. Look, the victory can be yours. We don't need to live in defeat, 
what looked impossible to defeat now becomes our spoils, and we get to use them now for our glory. For our 
betterment." 
 You take fear, and you overcome it. Fear becomes a spoil, and it no longer controls you, but you control it. 
Even greater, is you actually know how to handle fear when it comes upon you. Here comes fear, I've defeated it 
once. I know how to defeat it again. Here comes anger. Anger can be a beautiful thing if you handle it and use it 
rightly. Notice that the Bible says Ephesians, "Be angry, but do not sin." There's a place where God puts that 
fierceness into us. Because it's something that we can use to battle and win, but not to the place where it takes us 
into anger. We can go down this list so long, and it's just a beautiful picture. The things that we once feared, now 
we have victory over, and they no longer control us, but we control them. 
 
Joshua 22:9 So the children of Reuben, the children of Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh returned, and 
departed from the children of Israel at Shiloh, which is in the land of Canaan, to go to the country of Gilead, to 
the land of their possession, which they had obtained according to the word of the LORD by the hand of Moses.  
Joshua 22:10 And when they came to the region of the Jordan which is in the land of Canaan, the children of 
Reuben, the children of Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh built an altar there by the Jordan—a great, 
impressive altar.  
Joshua 22:11 Now the children of Israel heard someone say, “Behold, the children of Reuben, the children of 
Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh have built an altar on the frontier of the land of Canaan, in the region of the 
Jordan—on the children of Israel’s side.”  
 
Hear-Say / The Number 1 Threat Against Great Nation / 31 Kings 
Joshua chapter 22, verse 11. It says, "Now the children of Israel heard someone say ... " You can just hear those 
words. It's hearsay. There's hearsay going on. No one has the actual facts. Nobody has the actual truths of the 
matter, but there's hearsay going on, and an amazing thing we're going to find here, the nation of Israel is going, 
and is ready to go to war against each other over hearsay.  
 Isn't that an amazing thing? As we read this passage today, hearsay could destroy God's chosen nation. 
Somebody just passing some hearsay along. "Here's what I heard him say." No factual backing of the matter. Now, 
imagine this with me, the children of Israel have defeated 31 kings. 31 kings. Some of these kings had iron chariots. 
Some of them had cavalry, meaning horsemen with swords. Here they have gone up with nothing more than foot 
soldiers and swords themselves, and they're coming up against great nations, with great weaponry, likened to 
coming to war with guns and your opponent has F-16s, loaded with weaponry, and they come in with these Abram 
tanks, and Humvee with gun mounts on them. Here the children of Israel have defeated 31 nations. Great deed, all 
by the work and hand of God, and here they are, about to defeat themselves, and destroy themselves over 
hearsay.  
 
 



Satan’s Greatest Weaponry – Internal War in the Church Body 
 Here we see Satan's greatest tactic, his greatest weaponry, his greatest weapon against the church, get 
them to fight amongst themselves, get them to battle each other, destroy each other, because what I couldn't do 
with 31 kings ... We read what he couldn't do with five kings combined, which we've studied, was over 300,000 
soldiers, what they couldn't do, here, Satan is almost bringing to pass at this moment, by getting them to fight 
amongst themselves.  
 May the God of our hearts, the God of our church, speak to us and show us this subtle weapon of Satan. 
Get the children of God fighting one another. Once I separate them, they will devour each other, and that's better, 
and as good, as sending a fighting army to destroy them. What I couldn't do with an army, I'll do with themselves. 
 
NOTICE – Unity when Fought For Each Other / Now To Their Own – Fight Against Each Other 
Do you notice how when they fought for each other they were in perfect unity, but now that they all go to “rest” is 
when they will fight against each other.  We need to continually be fighting for each other, and that will guarantee 
unity among each other.   
 
Joshua 22:12 And when the children of Israel heard of it, the whole congregation of the children of Israel 
gathered together at Shiloh to go to war against them.  
Joshua 22:13 Then the children of Israel sent Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest to the children of Reuben, to 
the children of Gad, and to half the tribe of Manasseh, into the land of Gilead,  
Joshua 22:14 and with him ten rulers, one ruler each from the chief house of every tribe of Israel; and each one 
was the head of the house of his father among the divisions of Israel.  
Joshua 22:15 Then they came to the children of Reuben, to the children of Gad, and to half the tribe of 
Manasseh, to the land of Gilead, and they spoke with them, saying,  
Joshua 22:16 “Thus says the whole congregation of the LORD: ‘What treachery is this that you have committed 
against the God of Israel, to turn away this day from following the LORD, in that you have built for yourselves an 
altar, that you might rebel this day against the LORD?  
 
Whole Congregation – Not True (only 10) / Come to Judge – Not get Whole Story 
Notice, verse 16, it says, "Thus says the whole congregation of the Lord." It's not true. It's not true. What we just 
read was only ten. The whole congregation of the Lord is 12. There's 12 tribes. They come with ten. Here we see 
them coming in their air of not getting all 12 tribes to sit down first, and to discuss this thing out. Instead, ten come 
in unison, and they come in judgment. They don't come to find out facts, per se. They come with accusations, 
because we read here in verse 16 that it says, "What treachery is this that you have committed against God of 
Israel, to turn away this day from following the Lord, in that you have built for yourselves an altar that you may 
rebel this day against the Lord." We haven't finished reading the chapter to get the whole facts. We can sit here in 
agreement, going, "That's right!" Let's read the whole chapter. What's my point that I'm making here is let's get 
the whole story before we cast judgement. If we're going to have a division and an issue inside the church, let's 
make sure we get all the facts before we even make any statements regarding anything. 
 
Gossip 
This lines up well with gossip, although it comes across as super-spirituality.  They (but only 9.5 tribes) have got to 
together to discuss the matter, but they left out the 2.5.  So they are talking about the other 2.5 without them 
being present.  That is gossip and slander because the 2.5 have no way to dispel the errant misinformation, lacking 
facts, and just what always happens when people talk about others without all the information, they become 
exactly what was conjured up in the gossip session.  Thus, lots of emotions get stirred, and war is on the horizon. 
 
Joshua 22:17 Is the iniquity of Peor not enough for us, from which we are not cleansed till this day, although 
there was a plague in the congregation of the LORD,  
 
Accuse and Liken them to Sin of Past at Peor with Moabites 
In verse 17, they come and they make this accusation about them regarding a sin that happened long before they 
ever came into the promised land, at this place called Peor (where the men of Israel entered sexual relations with 
the woman of Moab, which then led them to worship the idols of the Moabites which was Baal).  They're making 



this likening to that's the same sin that they're making now. Somehow, this, without any facts, without getting any 
details, they don't just bring an accusation against them about this current, but now they liken them to this past 
sin. They group them into this group with these sinners that they weren't even part of. These guys weren't even 
alive when this happened, or if they were, they were just young men, because they would have been all under the 
age of 20, because their fathers would have been the ones who were punished and did not enter the Promised 
Land. They were just kids. Somehow they jump to not only aren't you a brother anymore, you're a wretched, vile 
sinner who you are full of sin. We don't even know if you're saved, is what they're saying here, if you would.  
 Now they build this whole case study, if you would, against them, in that they're not just idol worshipers, 
building this altar, or they're not just an offense before God for building this altar, but now they are these men 
who are wicked and vile, just like the men back at Peor, which was these men back at Peor, they were having 
relations with the Moabite women, and God had strictly forbidden that. Here, these guys all now get grouped into 
that. Not only are you blaspheming God with this altar, you are wretched and vile in your heart, seeking after the 
immoral things of the world. There's no linkage, there's absolutely no relationship between this altar and Peor, but 
here they build this whole case against them like there is.  
Numbers 25:1–9 (NKJV) 1 Now Israel remained in Acacia Grove, and the people began to commit harlotry with the women of Moab. 2 They 
invited the people to the sacrifices of their gods, and the people ate and bowed down to their gods. 3 So Israel was joined to Baal of Peor, and 
the anger of the LORD was aroused against Israel. 4 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Take all the leaders of the people and hang the offenders 
before the LORD, out in the sun, that the fierce anger of the LORD may turn away from Israel.” 5 So Moses said to the judges of Israel, “Every one 
of you kill his men who were joined to Baal of Peor.” 6 And indeed, one of the children of Israel came and presented to his brethren a Midianite 
woman in the sight of Moses and in the sight of all the congregation of the children of Israel, who were weeping at the door of the tabernacle of 
meeting. 7 Now when Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, saw it, he rose from among the congregation and took a javelin in 
his hand; 8 and he went after the man of Israel into the tent and thrust both of them through, the man of Israel, and the woman through her 
body. So the plague was stopped among the children of Israel. 9 And those who died in the plague were twenty-four thousand.  
 
Revelation 2:14 (NKJV) 14 But I have a few things against you, because you have there those who hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak 
to put a stumbling block before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit sexual immorality.  

 
I suspect – It came up in Gossip Session 
I would suspect that this statement isn’t something that came out at this very moment, but something they were 
throwing out during their gossip session.  You can picture it, “they are just like what happened at Peor” then 
everyone piles on, oh how horrible that was and oh how horrible they are, I can’t believe they are just like Peor.  
So these 2.5 become what the gossip said they were.  
 
Same Happens in Church – One Questionable Thing turns into 20 Accusations with no Warrant 
 It can happen in the church. Somebody gets one questionable thing against them, and it goes all the way 
from not only are you that, they get accused of 20 other things now that have absolutely no relation and no linking 
to those things. We're watching Satan masterfully working. Masterfully working of throw in stuff that has nothing 
to do with this, so now, not only are they going to have to try to defend themselves against the one accusation, 
now they're going to have to try to dispel the other 20.  
 
Fair Fighting in Marriage – Stay in Subject 
 Can I talk to you about fair fighting in your marriage? Stay on subject. If there is an issue in your marriage, 
and you and your wife, husbands when you need to correct your wives, just kidding. When there's this issue in 
your marriage, stick, and discuss the one issue. Don't take it, and then take it down the path to say, "Well, 20 years 
ago, or five years ago, or 90 days ago ... " To which I would say, "You know what, the time to discuss that was 20 
years ago, five years ago, 90 days. Right now, the topic is, I don't like it when  _______, fill in the blank (the toilet 
roll should be out not in). Let's just stay on that topic." I'm making light-hearted of something. Sometimes these 
are real serious things. Just stay on the one serious thing. Don't go back to the past. Don't bring up things that 
you've already settled and discussed. Just settle the one thing, and talk it through, but make sure you come in the 
heart of God, and His love.  
 
No Benefit of the Doubt / No Goodwill Motive that was Misunderstood 
 What we're not seeing here is absolutely no benefit of the doubt. They've come with full wrath and fury. 
They've been the judge, the jury, and now they're coming to be the executioners. No benefit of a doubt of, "What 
were you thinking? Why would you do this? Is there a possible misunderstanding here? Was there a motive that 



was good in your heart, but it just didn't play out the way it should have in accordance with the word if the Lord?" 
No, absolutely no benefit of the doubt. It just goes right into guilty, now let's get to the execution. 
 
Joshua 22:18 but that you must turn away this day from following the LORD? And it shall be, if you rebel today 
against the LORD, that tomorrow He will be angry with the whole congregation of Israel.  
Joshua 22:19 Nevertheless, if the land of your possession is unclean, then cross over to the land of the 
possession of the LORD, where the LORD’s tabernacle stands, and take possession among us; but do not rebel 
against the LORD, nor rebel against us, by building yourselves an altar besides the altar of the LORD our God.  
Joshua 22:20 Did not Achan the son of Zerah commit a trespass in the accursed thing, and wrath fell on all the 
congregation of Israel? And that man did not perish alone in his iniquity.’ ”  
 
Likens them to Achan / Behind All Anger – Is Fear 
So here they add some more accusations of accusing them now of being like Achan who if you remember 
quenched the move of God right after Jericho by taking spoils that were supposed to go to the Lord, because all 
first fruits were to be the Lord’s.  So they are saying hey your sin is going to bring God’s wrath against all of us, and 
we will all get punished (just like back with Achan) because of your sin.  So now we see that they are not so much 
interested in the well-being of their brethren, the unity of the nation, or the glory of the Lord before the other 
nations, but they have self-interests they are protecting.  So we see much about fighting in the body, in the 
marriage, in the church, most always people come with their accusations and judgments because of their own self-
interests they are trying to protect, and not with the concern of protecting and bettering the person they come 
after.  And, here is a whole sermon in one statement, and that is behind all anger, is fear!  The person who comes 
loaded with anger, and opens the full volume of it upon another, is because they fear something.  They fear losing 
control, they fear losing something personally, they fear their way (they want) is being taken away.  Behind all 
anger is fear, so when you find yourself engaged with someone full of anger, ask yourself what is it that they fear, 
and maybe if I can calm that fear, I calm and diffuse this situation. 
 
Joshua 22:21 Then the children of Reuben, the children of Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh answered and 
said to the heads of the divisions of Israel:  
Joshua 22:22 “The LORD God of gods, the LORD God of gods, He knows, and let Israel itself know—if it is in 
rebellion, or if in treachery against the LORD, do not save us this day.  
Joshua 22:23 If we have built ourselves an altar to turn from following the LORD, or if to offer on it burnt 
offerings or grain offerings, or if to offer peace offerings on it, let the LORD Himself require an account.  
Joshua 22:24 But in fact we have done it for fear, for a reason, saying, ‘In time to come your descendants may 
speak to our descendants, saying, “What have you to do with the LORD God of Israel?  
Joshua 22:25 For the LORD has made the Jordan a border between you and us, you children of Reuben and 
children of Gad. You have no part in the LORD.” So your descendants would make our descendants cease fearing 
the LORD.’  
Joshua 22:26 Therefore we said, ‘Let us now prepare to build ourselves an altar, not for burnt offering nor for 
sacrifice,  
Joshua 22:27 but that it may be a witness between you and us and our generations after us, that we may 
perform the service of the LORD before Him with our burnt offerings, with our sacrifices, and with our peace 
offerings; that your descendants may not say to our descendants in time to come, “You have no part in the 
LORD.” ’  
Joshua 22:28 Therefore we said that it will be, when they say this to us or to our generations in time to come, 
that we may say, ‘Here is the replica of the altar of the LORD which our fathers made, though not for burnt 
offerings nor for sacrifices; but it is a witness between you and us.’  
Joshua 22:29 Far be it from us that we should rebel against the LORD, and turn from following the LORD this day, 
to build an altar for burnt offerings, for grain offerings, or for sacrifices, besides the altar of the LORD our God 
which is before His tabernacle.”  
 
They didn’t Build to Worship – But to be Remembered 
Verse 27, as we have just read through now, they're making it clear, we didn't build this to start our own religion. 
We didn't do this so that we might worship false gods. We're not trying to separate. We're doing this because 



we're fearful that down the road that you're going to forget that we were part of this nation of Israel, since we're 
not on the West side of the Jordan River, you're going to look at us like we aren't part of the family any more, and 
then you're going to not consider us under God's umbrella, and God's blessing.  
 
Error – 3 Feasts of Israel / For us we have Feast of Communion (one Body) 
To which, their error right now is they've forgot something that God had established for them. What they forgot is 
that three times a year, every male adult was to come to the tabernacle, and at this time it's in Shiloh, and in the 
future it will be in Jerusalem, that they were to come to celebrate the feast of Israel (Passover – Pentecost – 
Tabernacles). This is what God established for these nations to come together, and to have unity, and oneness. To 
always remember each other. They weren't going to be forgotten, because three times a year, sometimes for a 
week, sometimes for a month, they would come and they would fellowship among one another. They would be 
together with one another.  
 God does something so beautiful for us. It's called communion, where we get to break bread together, 
and we get to remember, like the feasts of Israel, we have the feast of communion, and we get to remember that 
we're one body together. I would just say to you that any time you find yourself rising up to separate yourself from 
the body, I would pray that you would separate yourself, before you say one thing, even a fight within your house, 
among your spouse, but amongst any brethren, any brother you call family, inside this church, or outside on the 
social media stuff, before you would consider going and separating the body, breaking the fellowship, I would say 
to you, go get yourself alone, and take with yourself the bread and the cup, and break that bread.  
 Take, eat, this is my body given for you. As often as you take this bread, do it in remembrance of me. Take 
the bread, break the bread, seek the Lord. Then take the cup, oh the precious cup, the body of Jesus Christ given 
for me, that I might be one with Him. The precious blood of Jesus Christ, that all my sins might be forgiven. Not just 
Emmanuel, God with us, but God in us, the hope of glory, as we studied in our last passage, and God for us. I think, 
if you will slow down and do that, come to the communion table, as these two and a half tribes, come to the feast. 
You would find that you would always have unity. You wouldn't be seeking division amongst the body. You would 
find the fights that you were looking to fight, you would go, "I don't want to fight. I want unity because I hold it in 
my hand, and I enjoy this cup of communion." 
 
They (2.5 Tribes) Thought they would Never Forget / Heart is Deceitful – We Must Abide 
There's another thing that we should look at. Let's read verse 28. Here we see in verse 28, these two and a half 
tribes, they thought they would be forgotten. Here's the thing, they never even considered it would be them who 
would forget. You know, the heart is deceitful, and desperately wicked. Who can know it? We must recognize our 
hearts are easily swayed by many, many things, and only by keeping the attitude of dependence and trust, and 
saying to the Lord, "Lord, keep me," will we be able to stand fast and hold fast. We just read that that was the 
command given to them, was to hold fast.  
 They think they'll be forgotten. They don't even consider the possibility that they'll be the ones who 
forget. We'll see that become their life. They'll be the first ones taken away. They'll be the first ones to drift away, 
because they built an altar thinking that they would be forgotten. The fact is, they were the ones who were going 
to come and forget. The Lord gives us one word. It's a single word that keeps life simple for us to not forget. It's the 
word abide. We pray, "Lord, keep me at your feet. Don't let me get so busy, so important, so self-confident, that I 
would never fall. Never make that mistake." Take heed, he who thinks he stands, take heed, least he falls. There's a 
lesson for us in that we have to always be, "Lord, it's so easy for me to forget. It's so easy for me to be the one who 
drifts away. It's not that the people forget me. I forget you, Lord. I get so busy, or I get so wrapped up in these 
things."  
 
Inward – Upward - Outward 
 I just take us back to inward, outward, and upward. This is what holds us fast. If these people, these two 
and half tribes, would have just camped out on one word, verse five, that Joshua gave, none of this would have 
happened. 
 
Joshua 22:30 Now when Phinehas the priest and the rulers of the congregation, the heads of the divisions of 
Israel who were with him, heard the words that the children of Reuben, the children of Gad, and the children of 
Manasseh spoke, it pleased them.  



Joshua 22:31 Then Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest said to the children of Reuben, the children of Gad, and 
the children of Manasseh, “This day we perceive that the LORD is among us, because you have not committed 
this treachery against the LORD. Now you have delivered the children of Israel out of the hand of the LORD.”  
Joshua 22:32 And Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest, and the rulers, returned from the children of Reuben 
and the children of Gad, from the land of Gilead to the land of Canaan, to the children of Israel, and brought 
back word to them.  
Joshua 22:33 So the thing pleased the children of Israel, and the children of Israel blessed God; they spoke no 
more of going against them in battle, to destroy the land where the children of Reuben and Gad dwelt.  
Joshua 22:34 The children of Reuben and the children of Gad called the altar, Witness, “For it is a witness 
between us that the LORD is God.”  
 
Blessing of Talking it Out 
Verse 34, we see blessing, they sat, they talked, they talk it out. I think that's an important word for us just to finish 
off this passage, that first of all, we shouldn't be going into hearsay. "Did you hear what so-and-so said?" We need 
to cut gossip off immediately." Go, "No, did you hear? Then don't talk about it." If you heard it, you need to go 
back and you need to exercise what the scriptures say, Matthew 18. You need to go talk to your brother and say, 
"Look, here we got a problem. Let's make sure it doesn't get out of control." Hearsay, the destruction. When we do 
find ourselves into these times where there is a tension and possible division, and things seem to be going south 
on the family togetherness, then we see here what happens here. Get together, talk it out, hear somebodies heart, 
give them the benefit of the doubt, and let God minister union. I think one of the beautiful thing, get back to the 
communion table. Both people. There, you'll find oneness. 
 
Satan’s Ultimate strategy – Fighting within 
Here's what Satan's ultimate strategy was. I couldn't beat you with 31 kings. I couldn't beat you with some of the 
greatest weaponry, some of the most fortified cities. Here's plan B, I'll just beat you by getting you two to fight 
against each other. Once I can divide you, then I've got you separated. Great word for us going into the new year. I 
know Satan, he's very fearful of the family fellowship that we have here, and he's going to want to destroy it. He's 
not going to be able to destroy it by poor teaching, lack of prayer, so what he's going to have to do is, I'm going to 
have to stir people up to cause a fight, so then I can get them alone, and get them fighting each other. Then I'll 
have my victory. Take heed, careful heed, much muchness, make sure that we don't fall and find ourselves taken 
by these things. Amen? 
 
Outline of Chapter 22 

• 22:1-4: Fighting for Others 

• 22:5 – Inward – Upward – Outward 

• 22:6-8: Fears become Spoils 

• 22:9-11: Civil war, Satan’s ultimate weapon 

• 22:12-16: Judging without Facts 

• 22:17 – Adding unfounded Charges against another (Peor) – No benefit of doubt 

• 22:18-20: All of us Be Judged – Behind all Anger is Fear 

• 22:21-27: 3 Feasts of Israel – The Unity of Communion 

• 22:28-29: The 2.5 Tribes thought they would never Forget (Heart is Deceitful) 

• 22:30-34: The Blessing of Getting the Facts – Talking it Out 
 

Response 
Come to Throne of Grace 
So now come to the throne of grace and spend time with the Lord, ask Him take this word and work it into your 
life. 
Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
Joshua - Prayer Guide 

• Reverence – What do we see about our Great God? 



• Response – How do I respond to all that He is? 

• Requests – What can I boldly request from Him based on this? 

• Readiness – What do a need to be on-guard against when I leave here today? 

• Reverence – How great is Our God? 
 
End of Study 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Joshua 23 
 
The Theme of the Book of Joshua 
The theme of this book, the theme of these 24 chapters, the theme of Joshua’s life, and the theme for your life 
today…. 
Joshua 1:3 (NKJV) 3 Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given you, as I said to Moses.  

 
Look at the Map 
Look at the map of the land that is being given, and God is saying every step is yours already, I have given it to you 
already. 
 
Sound Familiar – Every Spiritual Blessing 
Does this sound familiar?  It sounds just like Ephesians 1:3, which is the promise of God to us His children, to give 
us the abundant life that is not just promised to us, but desired for us.  Why do I say it like that, is that although it 
is promised to us, it is given to us already, but it is not yours until you possess it. 
Ephesians 1:3 (NKJV) 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places in Christ,  

 
The Zoe Life – the Abundant Life 
How fitting for us coming off of our study through the Book of John, as God’s desire for us is to have the “zoe” life, 
which is the abundant life, the God life, the life that Jesus lived when He walked this earth, and it is the life the 
apostles will live in the Book of Acts.  God wants us to have a life beyond the life this world can offer us, He wants 
us to have and live this abundant God-Life, receiving all His spiritual blessings right now, today, not tomorrow, not 
next year, not a decade from now, and surely not waiting until we die and go to heaven, but today!  Jesus did not 
come to just save us, but that after salvation we may live an abundant life! 
John 10:10 (NKJV) 10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life (zoe), and that they 
may have it more abundantly.  
 
John 20:30–31 (NKJV) 30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these are 
written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life (zoe) in His name.  

 
The Victorious Christian Life / Do You Want the Victorious Christian Life – The God Life 
God wants us living the victorious Christian life today!  Joshua will be a book of war, a book of battles, a book of 
taking ground, a book of God leading them and bring them into victory.  Do you want to live the victorious 
Christian life?  Do you want to live the abundant life that God desires for you today, right now, this very moment?  
You can leave here today by taking that first step that says “yes Lord let’s do this”. 
 
Joshua – Written as Examples (Romans 15 & 1st Corinthians 10) 
We are told in Romans 15, 1st Corinthians 10, the things that were written are written for our examples, 
admonition, and we can gather real life experiences, real life pictures that we can apply to our life here today.  The 
Book of Joshua is a book written for us to see how we can claim our spiritual inheritance, how we can live the 
victorious Christian life,  
Romans 15:4 (NKJV) 4 For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the 
Scriptures might have hope.  
 
1 Corinthians 10:11 (NKJV) 11 Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for our admonition, upon whom the 
ends of the ages have come.  

 
Do You want the Victorious Christian Life 
Do you want the victorious Christian life, the spirit-filled, spirit-lead, victorious, abundant, zoe life?  God wants to 
give it to you, and he has written and preserved this Book of Joshua to show us how to have it and live it. 
 
 
 



Joshua 23:1 Now it came to pass, a long time after the LORD had given rest to Israel from all their enemies round 
about, that Joshua was old, advanced in age.  
Joshua 23:2 And Joshua called for all Israel, for their elders, for their heads, for their judges, and for their 
officers, and said to them: “I am old, advanced in age.  
 
Take & Keep 
So we started the book with how to take the land (all the spiritual inheritances), and we end the book on how to 
keep and maintain the land (all the spiritual inheritances). 
 
A Long Time after Rest 
The key wording of unlocking this passage is “a long time after the Lord had given them rest”.  There is always a 
guard that needs to be put up “after we have entered into a long period of rest”, for we can find ourselves putting 
our guard down, and being susceptible to a fall and great failings.  How many times we say, “what happened, how 
did this happen, I was doing so great”; and that is often times because we had put our guard down, put the sword 
back in the sheath, and forgot that “war is daily”.  So Joshua is going to give the final charge to them, stay strong, 
fight the fight daily, cling to your God for it is He who fights for you and it is He who brings you the victory (each 
and every day). 
 
Last Statements – What was Important 
So we are going to read not Joshua’s dying words, but they are his last statements in this great book.  Last words 
and last statements can really summarize what a person was all about, what was important to them, what they 
wanted to pass on for a person to always remember.  Here are some last words and last statements of some 
famous people, and they tell a lot about a person and what was important to them, and what kind of people they 
were: 
 
Elizabeth I, Queen of England, d. 1603 
All my possessions for a moment of time.  
 
Aleister Crowley – famous occultist 
I am perplexed. Satan Get Out 
 
Karl Marx 
"Go away! Last words are for fools who haven't said enough!" 
 
Marx's writings in the Communist Manifesto and Das Kapital are possibly the most important political documents 
of the 19th century, as they changed the world, and communism is what it is today because of his writings.  But his 
last words actually contradict themselves, because his Communist Manifesto wasn’t great enough that it was 
worth repeating.  He said these words when his aid came with a paper and pen hoping to record his last words for 
posterity purposes. 
 
Martin Luther (1546) 
Yes. 
Luther, who challenged the authority of the Catholic Church and led the Protestant Reformation, uttered this in 
response to a question from his friend, Dr. Justus Jonas, who asked: "Do you want to die standing firm on Christ 
and the doctrine you have taught?" 
 
John Newton 
“I am still in the land of the dying; I shall be in the land of the living soon”  
John Newton was an English sailor, in the Royal Navy for a period, and later a captain of slave ships. He became 
ordained as an evangelical Anglican cleric, served Olney, Buckinghamshire for two decades, and also wrote hymns, 
known for "Amazing Grace" and "Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken". 
 
 



Anakin Skywalker  
You already have, Luke. You were right. You were right about me. Tell your sister... you were right...  
Notes: Having returned from the Dark Side, Anakin saves his son Luke from Emperor Palpatine - but is mortally 
wounded in the process. He soon dies, but not before finally agreeing that Luke's faith in the good in him was well-
placed. 
 
Wicked Witch (Wizard of Oz) 
I’m Melting 
 
The Seven Last Statements of Christ 
Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. (Luke 23:34) 

• Oh the mercy and grace of our Lord, saying forgive them they know not what they do.   
 
To the thief on the cross: Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise. (Luke 23:43) 

• Today you shall be with Me in paradise; oh the love of God extending opportunity for salvation to the last 
moment and breath. 

 
To Mary: Woman, behold thy son! To John: Behold thy mother! (John 19:26–27) 

• Woman thy son, John thy mother; even with nails in His hand, death moments away, His heart concerned 
for Mary’s wellbeing. 

 
My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? (Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?) (Matthew 27:46, Mark 15:34) 

• My God why have You forsaken Me; willing to be separate from His Father in heaven, so we could enter 
into the presence of the Father in heaven.  Taking our sin so we could become sons and daughters. 

 
I thirst. (John 19:28) 

• I thirst; He thirsted so we could have rivers of living waters gushing from our bellies. 
 
Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit. (Luke 23:46) 

• Into Thy hands I commend Thy Spirit; trusting Himself fully to the Father, showing us we can too, proving 
we can by raising again on the third day. 

 
It is finished. (John 19:30) 

• It is Done!; and it is, so now may we live like it is, and enjoy that it is, and celebrate that our sin has been 
dealt with, and we shall be with Him in paradise. 

 
Last Words 
So here we go, let’s look at this parting words of this great book. 
 
Joshua 23:3 You have seen all that the LORD your God has done to all these nations because of you, for the LORD 
your God is He who has fought for you.  
Joshua 23:4 See, I have divided to you by lot these nations that remain, to be an inheritance for your tribes, 
from the Jordan, with all the nations that I have cut off, as far as the Great Sea westward.  
Joshua 23:5 And the LORD your God will expel them from before you and drive them out of your sight. So you 
shall possess their land, as the LORD your God promised you.  
Joshua 23:6 Therefore be very courageous to keep and to do all that is written in the Book of the Law of Moses, 
lest you turn aside from it to the right hand or to the left,  
 
Be Courageous – So Proud of you Youth & Young Adults / God Rejoices over You 
Verse 6 - Therefore be very courageous - I'm so proud of you youth, you young adults, who stand and are so strong 
and courageous. Being older, now, I don't know if it's as impressive to be honest with you, standing against the 
world, standing against the pressures of the world, and the peers. You know, the older you get, the more you kind 



of realize who your friends really are. You can see who really matters. When you're younger it seems more so that 
everybody seems to be a friend, or everybody seems to be somebody that matters greatly. Standing against the 
world, being strong and of good courage, the courageous Christian that doesn't go with this flow. I say, I'm proud 
of you. How proud the Lord is of you. 
 You know, we say, in the presence of angels there is a rejoicing over one sinner who repents, to which I 
pointed out, Jesus is in the presence of the angels. It's not the angels who are rejoicing, although they do. The 
point of the passage is, Jesus is in the presence of angels. He's the one rejoicing when a man, a woman, a young 
child, a teenager, comes to salvation. You know what I think, also, is that we forget, salvation isn't just the entry. 
Salvation is the whole life of the believer, and it's what we continue to live. I think that Jesus continually is rejoicing 
over us. It says that we are in the midst of the cloud of witnesses.  
 I think there's times that the Lord says to this great cloud of witness, "Hey, guys! Hey, gals! Heavenly host, 
those who are before the throne. Come here, I want you to see this, what's going to happen. I want to show you 
one of my treasures. I want to show you one of my great vessels. Watch this young sixteen year old. Watch this 
young man stand against the world right now." Everybody will gather, and you'll do your thing, and all of heaven 
will be, "Whoa. That was awesome," and Jesus will be rejoicing again, because you just move his heart. He's so 
proud of you.  
 He's so proud of you, and I just want to continue to encourage you, to keep walking against the ways of 
the world, and to serve him wholly, to be excited for him, to be enthusiastic. Remember that last week in our 
study? Compound word, "en", which means full. "Theos", which means God. It means to be full of God, 
enthusiastic, full of God. People see your enthusiasm, and they know there's a God who's real. 
Luke 15:10 (NKJV) 10 Likewise, I say to you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”  
 
Hebrews 12:1 (NKJV) 1 Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin 
which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 

 
Things to Ensure Continued Success 
Now in verses 6-11 Joshua is going to give them the charge of what to do, to ensure their continued success 

1. V6 – Keep All that is Written in the Book 
2. V7 – Don’t even Mention those false gods 
3. V8 – Holdfast to the Lord Your God 
4. V11 – Love the Lord Your God 

 
Mirrors Chapter 1 / Joshua speaks from Experience 
How interesting how these things Joshua will leave with them, are pretty much the identical to the thing the Lord 
had spoken to him about all the way back in the beginning some 30 years ago.  Joshua can speak now from a 
lifetime of experience that God’s way works!  Those of you who have a lifetime of experience, a lifetime of proof 
that God’s way works, tell the next generation.  We have convinced ourselves that if we tell people about Jesus 
who haven’t asked that we are being preachy or pushy; don’t fall into that lie.  The younger generation wants to 
hear, and needs to hear, its true God’s way work and let me tell you about it.  They need real people, with real 
testimonies, who really have lived it out. 
 
4 Keys to Victorious Christian Life 

1. The Dependency of the Flesh must Die (1:1) 
2. We must Remember the Lord never Fails (1:5) 
3. The Word of God – (The Key to Prosperity) - (1:6-8) 
4. Be Strong & Courageous – (The Promised Land is no Place for Cowards) - (1:9) 

 
V6 – Keep All that is Written in the Book 
Joshua 23:6 Therefore be very courageous to keep and to do all that is written in the Book of the Law of Moses, 
lest you turn aside from it to the right hand or to the left,  
 
Same Word Spoke to Joshua 
Same word that was spoke to Joshua some 20-30 years earlier. 



Joshua 1:7–8 (NKJV) 7 Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do according to all the law which Moses My servant 
commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper wherever you go. 8 This Book of the Law shall not 
depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you 
will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.  

 
Faithful & Faithful 
Joshua was faithful to the word of God and God was faithful to him.   
 
Keep 
I love this word here for “keep”, as it means to “watchman”, to conform, to guard, to protect, and my favorite 
“treasure”.  We hold in our hands today a treasure from God, written from the heart of God to you, inspired and 
breathed by God, we literally hold a treasure in our hand.   
 
Deserted Island 
That question, “if there was only one thing you could have on a deserted island what would it be”, to which my 
answer is a GPS Satellite phone; but after we get past that and I play the game as designed, it is really simple for 
me, my Bible.  I have a treasure in my hand the greatest treasure, it is a gift, and take my Bible with me to a 
deserted island, I may be on a deserted island but I would daily know that I am not deserted.  
 
A Page from 400 yr. Old Bible 
This week I was given by someone a page from the Geneva Bible that was printed 400 years ago.  The Geneva Bible 
is also known as the Pilgrim’s Bible because it is the bible they read and brought with them to this Country.  As I 
looked at the page I couldn’t help but wonder who held this page in their hand 400 years ago, what did they do for 
a living, were they an early settler, were they a preacher, an Sunday school teacher, a housewife, did they read it 
to their children, did they read it under the candlelight, what comfort did it bring them in their time of struggle, 
what encouragement as they studied it as we are today.  What I do know is that for 400 years, this word and the 
God who wrote hasn’t changed one bit, every word is as true today as it was then, and the God of love who loved 
them who read His word is the same yesterday, today, and forever. 
 
Still a treasure, and always will be a treasure for whoever opens it up and unlocks the treasure within. 
 
Geneva Bible 
The Geneva Bible accomplished several things for the first time: 

• First English Bible translated by a committee of scholars from biblical languages. Although it was a revision 
of the Great Bible, the Geneva Bible was the first multi-scholar-produced English translation. 

• First to use reader-friendly Roman type instead of Gothic or black letter. 

• First to use numbered verses. The translators adopted the numbers supplied by Stephanus’ Greek text of 
1551. 

• First to use italics to mark words not found in the Greek or Hebrew. This is still practiced today by the New 
King James Version and the New American Standard Bible. 

• First purposefully small, moderately priced Bible. The Geneva Bible was a compact, quarto edition 
intended to be easy to handle and affordable to purchase. 

• First English Bible used in North America. The Puritans who arrived at the Plymouth colony in 1620 
brought with them the 1588 edition of the Geneva Bible. It became known as the “Pilgrim’s Bible.” 

• First study Bible. The Geneva Bible features attest to it being considered the first study Bible. 
Kuykendall, M. (2012, 2013, 2014, 2015). Geneva Bible. In J. D. Barry, D. Bomar, D. R. Brown, R. Klippenstein, D. Mangum, C. Sinclair Wolcott, … 
W. Widder (Eds.), The Lexham Bible Dictionary. Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press. 

 
Famine of the Word 
So what do you do if your personal time in the Word is dry, parched, fruitless, you are experiencing a famine of the 
Word of God in your life.  Well, just like in planting crop, there are three basic elements the “seed” (which is the 
Word of God) needs to grow to produce fruit, and that is Soil, Sun, and Water. 



• Soil – the soil is your heart and like in farming you to break up the hard ground, you have to root out the 
weeds, pick out the rocks, so the seed can take root and grow. 

• Sun -  like in farming, the seed has to be planted where the “Son” can reach it.  It can’t be under a shade 
tree, it can’t be in a cave, it has to be where the sun can reach it.  Thus we need to put ourselves in the 
place where God can reach us, we need to be here in fellowship, we need to leave our houses, we need to 
roll out of the bed for the morning time with Him, because the Son can’t reach us to grow us if we don’t 
put ourselves in a place for Him to do so. 

• Water – famines come most always because lack of water.  Jesus said if anyone thirst let him come to Me 
and drink (John 7).  Precious saint you simply come to Him and He will pour water out upon you …… lets 
read what He promises will happen (let’s read Isaiah 11, and see the promise that His word will not return 
void). 

Amos 8:11–12 (NKJV) 11 “Behold, the days are coming,” says the Lord GOD, “That I will send a famine on the land, Not a famine of bread, Nor a 
thirst for water, But of hearing the words of the LORD. 12 They shall wander from sea to sea, And from north to east; They shall run to and fro, 
seeking the word of the LORD, But shall not find it.  
 
Mark 4:13–20 (NKJV) 13 And He said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? How then will you understand all the parables? 14 The sower 
sows the word. 15 And these are the ones by the wayside where the word is sown. When they hear, Satan comes immediately and takes away 
the word that was sown in their hearts. 16 These likewise are the ones sown on stony ground who, when they hear the word, immediately receive 
it with gladness; 17 and they have no root in themselves, and so endure only for a time. Afterward, when tribulation or persecution arises for the 
word’s sake, immediately they stumble. 18 Now these are the ones sown among thorns; they are the ones who hear the word, 19 and the cares of 
this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things entering in choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. 20 But these are the 
ones sown on good ground, those who hear the word, accept it, and bear fruit: some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some a hundred.”  
 
John 6:35 (NKJV) 35 And Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never hunger, and he who believes in Me shall 
never thirst.  
 
John 7:37–39 (NKJV) 37 On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and 
drink. 38 He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.” 39 But this He spoke concerning the 
Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.  
 
Isaiah 55:1–13 (NKJV) 1 “Ho! Everyone who thirsts, Come to the waters; And you who have no money, Come, buy and eat. Yes, come, buy wine 
and milk Without money and without price. 2 Why do you spend money for what is not bread, And your wages for what does not satisfy? Listen 
carefully to Me, and eat what is good, And let your soul delight itself in abundance. 3 Incline your ear, and come to Me. Hear, and your soul shall 
live; And I will make an everlasting covenant with you— The sure mercies of David. 4 Indeed I have given him as a witness to the people, A leader 
and commander for the people. 5 Surely you shall call a nation you do not know, And nations who do not know you shall run to you, Because of 
the LORD your God, And the Holy One of Israel; For He has glorified you.” 6 Seek the LORD while He may be found, Call upon Him while He is near. 7 
Let the wicked forsake his way, And the unrighteous man his thoughts; Let him return to the LORD, And He will have mercy on him; And to our 
God, For He will abundantly pardon. 8 “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” says the LORD. 9 “For as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts. 10 “For as the rain comes down, 
and the snow from heaven, And do not return there, But water the earth, And make it bring forth and bud, That it may give seed to the sower 
And bread to the eater, 11 So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; It shall not return to Me void, But it shall accomplish what I 
please, And it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it. 12 “For you shall go out with joy, And be led out with peace; The mountains and the 
hills Shall break forth into singing before you, And all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress 
tree, And instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree; And it shall be to the LORD for a name, For an everlasting sign that shall not be cut 
off.”  

 
But Don’t Miss the Other Word of God – Prayer 
But now don’t forget there is another word of God that we so often forget and overlook, and it is prayer. 
Psalm 5:1–3 (NKJV) 1 Give ear to my words, O LORD, Consider my meditation. 2 Give heed to the voice of my cry, My King and my God, For to You 
I will pray. 3 My voice You shall hear in the morning, O LORD; In the morning I will direct it to You, And I will look up.  
 
Psalm 5:1–3 (ESV) 1 Give ear to my words, O LORD; consider my groaning. 2 Give attention to the sound of my cry, my King and my God, for to 
you do I pray. 3 O LORD, in the morning you hear my voice; in the morning I prepare a sacrifice for you and watch.  

 
Notice the 4 things in David’s prayer 
He prayed with his heart not his mind 

• He says listen to the voice of my cry, in the ESV consider my groaning.  He isn’t in some causal meeting 
with the Lord, he is praying from his heart.  Heart reaches heart. 

 
 



He prayed with urgency (like his life depended on it) 

• You can sense the urgency in his prayer, as we read the rest of the Psalm we read people are after him 
and out to get him.  David prays to the Lord like his life depends on it.  David is not praying rote, a 
checklist and then he is done, he prays with urgency from his heart, seeking to reach the heart of God and 
the heart of God to reach him. 

His prayer was his habit. 

• Notice, in the morning You hear me, in the morning I direct my prayer to you.  David prayed every 
morning, it was his habit.  Habits build into our character, good or bad.  Acts repeated enough times 
become a habit, good or bad.  David’s habit was to seek the Lord every morning to prepare himself for the 
day that was before him. 

He prayed expecting to hear from God  

• And notice, at the end of verse 3 he says “and I will look up”.  David looks up because he expects to hear 
from the Lord.  David expected God to answer him.  David prayed like a prophet for we see the prophets 
throughout the scriptures looking up to the Lord, expecting to hear from him.  May we be people who 
pray like a prophet, expecting and believing God will speak to us. 

 
V7 – Don’t even Mention those false gods 
Joshua 23:7 and lest you go among these nations, these who remain among you. You shall not make mention of 
the name of their gods, nor cause anyone to swear by them; you shall not serve them nor bow down to them,  
 
Don’t Even Mention their name 
Joshua says to them, don’t even mention the names of false gods, for behind ever false god there was a whole 
philosophy behind them (Baal was god of intellect, Ashteroth was the god of sensuality, and Mammon was the god 
of money). Joshua says despise them so much that you give them no respect.  So too for us, God speaks to us that 
there are some things that shouldn’t even be mentioned among us who call ourselves believers. 
Ephesians 5:1–7 (NKJV) 1 Therefore be imitators of God as dear children. 2 And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us, 
an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma. 3 But fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, let it not even be named 
among you, as is fitting for saints; 4 neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks. 5 
For this you know, that no fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and 
God. 6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 7 Therefore 
do not be partakers with them.  

 
V8 – Holdfast to the Lord Your God 
Joshua 23:8 but you shall hold fast to the LORD your God, as you have done to this day.  
 
Glue 
The word here for “holdfast” is the Hebrew word “debaq”, and it means to join permanently; it was used often in 
the same way we use the word “glue”.  Glue yourself to the LORD your God Joshua says.  We find this same 
Hebrew word used in Genesis to give us the idea of what is meant as we read it in Genesis 2 that a man shall leave 
his mother and father and be joined (debaq – glued) to his wife.  A good visual image is we hold hands with the 
Lord, our hands are glued together, thus we can’t do anything separately, but all things are done together.  
Imagine the power of that image in our mind continually, that in all we do we are glued together holding hands 
with Him.  Everywhere we go, every conversation, every action, we are holding glued hands together.  It would 
sure change where we go and what we do.  It is also a great application for all those who are married, as your 
spouse will always be on your mind and heart if they were always in your hand; there are way too many 
independent marriages, of people married by living nearly separate independent lives, and occasionally they come 
back and join hands, but for the majority they are doing their own independent thing. 
Genesis 2:24 (ESV) 24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.  
 
Genesis 2:24 (NKJV) 24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.  

 
V11 – Love the Lord Your God 
Joshua 23:9 For the LORD has driven out from before you great and strong nations; but as for you, no one has 
been able to stand against you to this day.  



Joshua 23:10 One man of you shall chase a thousand, for the LORD your God is He who fights for you, as He 
promised you.  
Joshua 23:11 Therefore take careful heed to yourselves, that you love the LORD your God.  
 
God’s way Ensures Victory 
God’s way, holding fast to it, always ensures victory.  One man shall chase 1,000 because the Lord fights for you; 
with God you will always be a majority ☺ 
 
Word not Burdensome 
God’s word will never be burdensome, when we are in love.  I love it when my wife says, “be home at 6 for 
dinner”.  I look forward to that all day because I get to have dinner with my bride; it is anything but a burden, like 
hey don’t tell me what to do, I’ll be home when I get home.  So too it is with the Word of God. 
1 John 5:3–5 (NKJV) 3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome. 4 For whatever 
is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. 5 Who is he who overcomes the world, but he 
who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?  

 
It is not Legalism but Love & Power 
Joshua gives them four points of how to be strong, how to continue in the victorious Christian life that they've now 
entered into as not one good word of God had failed them. Everything he said that he would do for them he did. 
Here Joshua gives four points of what you need to do to stay strong and to continue on in your victory. We see he 
says, obedience, and then we see the last one, to love the Lord. What's important for us to know, realize, remind 
ourselves is that we'll never obey out of legalism and striving. It's just not in us. Our flesh will always rebel against 
that.  
 When you come to this last point of love, you see it's the kindness of God that leads to repentance. When 
we see his goodness, when we see his mercy, when we see his wisdom, when we're in a love relationship with 
Him, then it's much, much easier to obey because we trust him. We know that he is for us. We know that all things 
that are at work are for our good and our perfecting. Love, the important part. 
Romans 2:4 (NKJV) 4 Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leads 
you to repentance?  

 
The Word Doesn’t Change / Hoosiers Movie 
What a great passage, and a word we can stand on to ensure success in our Christian walk.  God is the Word, and 
the Word is God (John 1).  I like sports movies, and there was one based on a true story called “Hoosiers”.  
Hoosiers is a 1986 sports film that tells the story of a small-town Indiana high school basketball team that wins the 
state championship. It is loosely based on the Milan High School team that won the 1954 state championship.  So 
this small town school only had like 7 players on the team, they were all undersized, but they beat a much larger 
school with much taller players.  In the championship game they arrive at the big arena to play the game.  These 
kids never seen anything like it as the arena is almost as big as their entire school is.  But the coach the night 
before the game takes his kids out to the arena, they stand there with their jaw dropped, totally awed and 
overwhelmed.  The coach takes a ruler out and has them measure the height to the rim (its 10 feet), then the 
height to the free-throw line (its 15 foot), etc.  To which he says notice men it’s the same size as the court back 
home, nothing changes here that got you here, play the way here that got you here.  And so it is with this Word of 
God, it is the same word 400 years later, regardless of how governments rise and fall, regardless how your life 
circumstances change, it never changes and nor will its results.  You keep this Word, you treasure it and guard it 
and conform yourself to it, and it will give you moral and spiritual victory in every circumstance and situation in 
your life. 
John 1:1–2 (NKJV) 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God.  
 
Luke 8:15 (NKJV) 15 But the ones that fell on the good ground are those who, having heard the word with a noble and good heart, keep it and 
bear fruit with patience.  

 
Joshua 23:12 Or else, if indeed you do go back, and cling to the remnant of these nations—these that remain 
among you—and make marriages with them, and go in to them and they to you,  



Joshua 23:13 know for certain that the LORD your God will no longer drive out these nations from before you. 
But they shall be snares and traps to you, and scourges on your sides and thorns in your eyes, until you perish 
from this good land which the LORD your God has given you.  
 
Without God – You are a minority 
So with God you are a majority, without God you are a minority, and you will always lose.  And as we read, the 
results are not good.   
 
I have Experienced Pain when I have Gone my Own Way 
Ouch, thorns in your eyes.  This was a brutal tactic the enemies would do to torture their captives.  Just the 
thought of putting a thorn to my eye makes me cringe.  If I am Israel just the warning that it could happen should 
have been enough to say, no way I am straying from the Lord, no sir our hands our glued together and where His 
word leads me, is where I am going, I am not straying from the left or the right, because off the path are thorns 
and scourges waiting for me. 
 
Written for our Example; 
Remember the Old Testament is written as an example for us.  These physical illustrations are meant to have 
spiritual (and sometimes physical) application for us. 
Romans 15:4 (NKJV) 4 For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the 
Scriptures might have hope.  

 
Joshua 23:14 “Behold, this day I am going the way of all the earth. And you know in all your hearts and in all 
your souls that not one thing has failed of all the good things which the LORD your God spoke concerning you. All 
have come to pass for you; not one word of them has failed.  
Joshua 23:15 Therefore it shall come to pass, that as all the good things have come upon you which the LORD 
your God promised you, so the LORD will bring upon you all harmful things, until He has destroyed you from this 
good land which the LORD your God has given you.  
Joshua 23:16 When you have transgressed the covenant of the LORD your God, which He commanded you, and 
have gone and served other gods, and bowed down to them, then the anger of the LORD will burn against you, 
and you shall perish quickly from the good land which He has given you.”  
 
Joshua gives Warning 
Joshua is being an honest preacher; honest preaching warns of consequences.   
 
But He Preaches in Power & Peace 
But he isn’t preaching with fire and brimstone for he says I am going home now, to see the one who has never 
failed me.  He preaches with power and peace.  He has total peace at the end of his life, because he knows and has 
experienced the Prince of Peace. 
Isaiah 9:6–7 (NKJV) 6 For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be 
called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of His government and peace There will be no 
end, Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, To order it and establish it with judgment and justice From that time forward, even 
forever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.  

 
Joshua 24 
  
Joshua 24:1 Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem and called for the elders of Israel, for their 
heads, for their judges, and for their officers; and they presented themselves before God.  
 
Recap Great Work of God / Speaks as Prophet 
So in next twelve verses Joshua will recap the great works of God from the promise of Abraham to these very 
people being the fulfillment of the promise of being made into a great nation, and possessing this land they now 
stand in.  And notice in verse two, Joshua will say, “Thus says the Lord”, and he is now speaking as a prophet under 
the anointing of the Holy Spirit. 
 



Notice all the “I”  
Notice too as we read all the way through, the word “I” as God will some 17 times make clear what He did for 
them, and all they had to do was receive.  So too it is for us, as God fights, we possess.  
 
Joshua 24:2 And Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the LORD God of Israel: ‘Your fathers, including Terah, 
the father of Abraham and the father of Nahor, dwelt on the other side of the River in old times; and they 
served other gods.  
Joshua 24:3 Then I took your father Abraham from the other side of the River, led him throughout all the land of 
Canaan, and multiplied his descendants and gave him Isaac.  
Joshua 24:4 To Isaac I gave Jacob and Esau. To Esau I gave the mountains of Seir to possess, but Jacob and his 
children went down to Egypt.  
Joshua 24:5 Also I sent Moses and Aaron, and I plagued Egypt, according to what I did among them. Afterward I 
brought you out.  
Joshua 24:6 ‘Then I brought your fathers out of Egypt, and you came to the sea; and the Egyptians pursued your 
fathers with chariots and horsemen to the Red Sea.  
Joshua 24:7 So they cried out to the LORD; and He put darkness between you and the Egyptians, brought the sea 
upon them, and covered them. And your eyes saw what I did in Egypt. Then you dwelt in the wilderness a long 
time.  
Joshua 24:8 And I brought you into the land of the Amorites, who dwelt on the other side of the Jordan, and 
they fought with you. But I gave them into your hand, that you might possess their land, and I destroyed them 
from before you.  
Joshua 24:9 Then Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, arose to make war against Israel, and sent and called 
Balaam the son of Beor to curse you.  
Joshua 24:10 But I would not listen to Balaam; therefore he continued to bless you. So I delivered you out of his 
hand.  
Joshua 24:11 Then you went over the Jordan and came to Jericho. And the men of Jericho fought against you—
also the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Girgashites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. But 
I delivered them into your hand.  
Joshua 24:12 I sent the hornet before you which drove them out from before you, also the two kings of the 
Amorites, but not with your sword or with your bow.  
Joshua 24:13 I have given you a land for which you did not labor, and cities which you did not build, and you 
dwell in them; you eat of the vineyards and olive groves which you did not plant.’  
 
Recap the History of all Good Things God has Done / Good for us To Recap / But Be Patient – 600 Years 
Now in chapter 24 we see a recap of the history of all good things that God has done. The whole history of his 
promises being fulfilled even though many of these promises were decades to centuries in the making. Sometimes, 
precious saint, you have to wait upon the Lord for his promises to pass. Sometimes we give up too soon when all 
the while God was and is working and he'll bring it to pass. It's a good thing to go back and look at everything that 
he's done in our life because then it's a reminder and a proof to us of why we want to obey, why we can trust him.  
 And why that when he says these good things we can look back and go, "Oh, it's true. When I didn't do it I 
paid for it. It was like a thorn in the eye." And then there'll be times where, "Oh, I didn't want to obey but I did out 
of faith and obedience and oh, my, how good the Lord was and how he responded and it did turn out exactly as he 
promised it would." Here is a recap that Joshua's going to give for this history of Israel which is a beautiful picture. 
 Notice seventeen times you'll see the word, I, referring to God, what he had done. The first thing we see is 
what he did in Abraham who was an idol worshiper, an adulterer with idols in his heart. Didn't even know there 
was a God who existed and God turned him into a great nation. It was God who did the work. Here begins the 
string of who does the work and who does the greatness. It's God. Abraham simply recognized it and received it 
and then he enjoyed the rewards of it. 
 As we review this list of what God had and has done for the nation Israel, it's a picture of what he's done 
and has done and will do for us. There's something beautiful to just sit back here and review the history that you 
have with God starting with when he called you out of Nahor, out of that land that you were living that you had no 
idea that he even existed. Then all that he did for you, for your family, for your ministry. Just start writing those 
things down and reflecting on them and you'll find such a blessing and what a blessing time it will be. 



  
Spoken at Shechem 
These words are being spoke to them at Shechem, which is by design, for it is where God first made the promise to 
Abraham.  God’s promise will always come to pass Christian, just give it time, just give it time. 
Genesis 12:6–7 (NKJV) 6 Abram passed through the land to the place of Shechem, as far as the terebinth tree of Moreh. And the Canaanites 
were then in the land. 7 Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your descendants I will give this land.” And there he built an altar to the 
LORD, who had appeared to him.  

 
Joshua 24:14 “Now therefore, fear the LORD, serve Him in sincerity and in truth, and put away the gods which 
your fathers served on the other side of the River and in Egypt. Serve the LORD!  
Joshua 24:15 And if it seems evil to you to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, 
whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the River, or the gods of the 
Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.”  
 
You will serve Someone – It is All or Nothing / I’m not All – but I’m not Nothing – WRONG / En-Theos 
So Joshua's parting words, "Choose this day who you'll serve. As for me and my house, we choose to serve the 
Lord." If you see that, there, Joshua is making something clear to us, you're going to serve someone. That's just the 
way it is. You will either serve him, God, or you'll be serving yourself in the ways of the world, the flesh, or the 
devil. Christianity is truly all or nothing, and some people like to say, "Well, I'm not all, but, hey, I'm not nothing. 
Christianity is truly all or nothing, and Joshua gives us a parting word here, at the end of Joshua, so fitting for us, 
the beginning of a new year; for us who will I serve this day? Will I be en Theos, full of God. "As for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord, or do we think that there's something in between. I'm not going to be all, I recognize 
that, but I'm not nothing. Or as Joshua say, "Choose, this day, who you will serve." 
 
Message for Our Homes – This is God’s Home / Live in world way Live in Home Parents 
I think there's a message there, of course. So Joshua says, as for me in my house, we choose to serve the Lord. I 
think every dad, every mother, needs to write this first on their heart. This is what we're called to be and do as 
parents. This is God's home. We live it according to God's ways and everything that happens in this house will 
happen in accordance with his word and be honoring to him. You start teaching that to your kids as soon as they're 
able, as soon as they can hear, you tell them. You write these words and put them on your walls so that when your 
kids grow older it won't be like you're telling them something new. They will know, that's right, my parents have 
always been clear. This house belongs to the Lord and this house will only do what honors the Lord.  
 Then you need to tell your kids, parents, there's a world out there that will tell you there's other ways to 
live. There's school systems, commercial systems, social systems that will all try to tell them there's another way to 
live. You have to make it clear that not only do you live it inside your home, you live it outside your walls. You are 
the same today and tomorrow. Your yesterday is forgiven. Maybe it wasn't the most stellar and pleasing to the 
Lord, but your today and your tomorrow you need to live it inside the home and outside the home so that your 
kids can see the difference in both places. They'll see that the world's way is not the way. 
 
Joshua 24:16 So the people answered and said: “Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to serve other 
gods;  
Joshua 24:17 for the LORD our God is He who brought us and our fathers up out of the land of Egypt, from the 
house of bondage, who did those great signs in our sight, and preserved us in all the way that we went and 
among all the people through whom we passed.  
Joshua 24:18 And the LORD drove out from before us all the people, including the Amorites who dwelt in the 
land. We also will serve the LORD, for He is our God.”  
Joshua 24:19 But Joshua said to the people, “You cannot serve the LORD, for He is a holy God. He is a jealous 
God; He will not forgive your transgressions nor your sins.  
Joshua 24:20 If you forsake the LORD and serve foreign gods, then He will turn and do you harm and consume 
you, after He has done you good.”  
 
 
 



Now Present Yourself as Living Sacrifices 
We go through 11 chapters of the Book of Romans, and culminating at chapter 11 can be a hard chapter when you 
read through that, of how the nation had failed. Now, you come into Romans Chapter 12 and it's, I beseech you, 
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God to present yourself a living sacrifice.  
 That's kind of what we just read here through Joshua Chapter 24, all the things that God has done and 
now he says here's how you are to respond, serve me, follow me, it will be the best for you because everything 
that you've seen up to this point you can't deny how wonderful it's been to you and for you. We will read the word 
serve 13 times here in Chapter 24. 
Romans 12:1–2 (NKJV) 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.  

 
Joshua 24:21 And the people said to Joshua, “No, but we will serve the LORD!”  
Joshua 24:22 So Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen the LORD 
for yourselves, to serve Him.” And they said, “We are witnesses!”  
Joshua 24:23 “Now therefore,” he said, “put away the foreign gods which are among you, and incline your heart 
to the LORD God of Israel.”  
 
Archeological Finding 
In archeological findings, in homes in Jerusalem, in the era (ground layer – as some 33 eras of man have occupied 
Jerusalem) there are found ruins with a line of ash through them, which trace back to when the Babylonians 
burned Jerusalem, and in the ash ruin of the burnt homes, there are little idols that were plastered into the walls 
of the home.  We hang pictures on our walls, they embedded idols. 
 
Obviously some were Worshiping Idols / John 10 – Destroy Them 
Joshua tells them, put away your foreign gods. Here it is, even now that they've seen all that God has done, they've 
already started to embrace the foreign gods of that land of Canaan. It even seems to indicate that some of them 
have always been worshiping these false gods all the back, the false gods that they had in Egypt they brought with 
them.  
 There's a picture for us of there's a time to kill, destroy, that's what Satan wants to do to you, John 10:10, 
so that's what you need to do to him. The things that he puts before you, oh I can't just say no thanks, you have to 
kill it and destroy it. That's what he wants to do to you.  

• You've got some music that's left over from Egypt? You need to destroy it.  

• You've got some reading material, some novels left over from Egypt, you need to destroy it.  

• Do you have some habits that were habits of Egypt?  
You need to put them away. Pour them out. Put them in the trash. Bury them in the ground. Whatever it takes but 
they need to be destroyed. 
John 10:10 (NKJV) 10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life (zoe), and that they 
may have it more abundantly.  

 
Joshua 24:24 And the people said to Joshua, “The LORD our God we will serve, and His voice we will obey!”  
Joshua 24:25 So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and made for them a statute and an 
ordinance in Shechem.  
 
We Can – Because Christ is In Us 
Joshua says, "Choose this day who you will serve," and they all go, "Hey, we're going to serve the Lord. That's who 
we're going to serve. How couldn't we? He's awesome. Look at everything he's done." To which Joshua responds, 
"No, you won't." I think Joshua is speaking prophetically, because the whole chapter is him as a prophet right now, 
prophetically speaking on behalf of the Lord. He's saying, "No, you won't." It's not a judgement. I think it's a 
statement of fact. It's not that you won't, you can't.  
 Here's the beauty for us. They couldn't, but we can. See, the difference was, these people were under the 
law, whereas we are on the other side of the cross, and the law is under us, if you would. We have been freed from 
the law. We have been given the power that we can keep the law, the commandments of God, because what they 



couldn't have, we do. They could never have the en Theos, the fullness of God in their life. They could only be 
forgiven of their sin every time they went back to the sacrificial system of Moses, that was established by God. A 
sin, an animal, a sin, and an animal, continually back to the altar for the forgiveness, and then the communion, and 
then the one-ment with the Lord. For us, we have been given greater, as we go back to our study at the end of 
chapter 21, all things came to pass.  
 As we did that study, we see the life of Jesus bringing all things to pass. As we wrapped and wove that 
study together, we came to see that one place. We don't just have Emmanuel, God with us. The children of Israel 
had God with them. He literally dwelt physically there with them, in the tabernacle. What they could never have, 
that we have, is God in us, because God could never take up residence inside a body of any Old Testament saint. 
They could be forgiven, but they could never be filled with the presence of God in their personal body, because 
that could not happen until the cross of Jesus Christ. 
 We not only have God with us, we have God in is, who now lives through us and gives us the ability that 
we can say, "I can do all things through Christ Jesus, who strengthens me," whereas the Old Testament saints 
couldn't. They had to look forward to a day of that, whereas we get to live that today.  
 The last point we made, as we said, Emmanuel, God with us, and then God is in us, and we said God is for 
us, and he was for the nation of Israel, the children of Israel, just as he is for us. Again, the difference, he was with 
them, he was for them, but he was never in them, and that's what separates us, living on the other side of the 
cross. What an amazing life that we get to live. 
Matthew 1:23 (NKJV) 23 “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which is translated, 
“God with us.”  
 
1 Corinthians 3:16 (NKJV) 16 Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?  
 
Colossians 1:27 (NKJV) 27 To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ 
in you, the hope of glory.  
 
Romans 8:31 (NKJV) 31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?  

 
Joshua 24:26 Then Joshua wrote these words in the Book of the Law of God. And he took a large stone, and set it 
up there under the oak that was by the sanctuary of the LORD.  
Joshua 24:27 And Joshua said to all the people, “Behold, this stone shall be a witness to us, for it has heard all 
the words of the LORD which He spoke to us. It shall therefore be a witness to you, lest you deny your God.”  
Joshua 24:28 So Joshua let the people depart, each to his own inheritance.  
 
Stones – reminders (Jordon – Jordon – Jericho – Ai – Shechem) / Shiloh is the Altar 3X a year 
Joshua makes a stone as a witness as a reminder. If you look at the map and look at the strategic location, there 
are these stones of remembrance all over the land that continually remind them what God has done, what God 
requires and what their response is. Three things we always look at, who is God? What does he think of me? What 
does he want me to do? When we see how the stones buried in the mist of the Jordan, we see a pile of stones on 
the west side of the Jordan, they're in Gilgal as they came in. We see a pile of stones there in Jericho as they see 
what a life of faith will do. We see a pile of stone in Ai as we see what happens when we take on and put on the 
works of the flesh. Now, here's their pile of stone here in Shechem, their reminder that we vowed this day to serve 
the Lord but there is a stone, that's not a pile, but it's an altar and it's in Shiloh and three times a year they'll come 
back to it and they'll have a feast and a celebration. They always remember what the Lord has called them to do.  
  
Close with Communion 
I'd like to close this chapter, this book, with doing such a thing as we come to the altar of communion and 
remember, re-pledge, rededicate, renew, revive that this year, this season will be dedicated and set apart and be 
like no other season in our life. We're going to take a time and a moment, with the worship team softly plays in the 
background, with all eyes closed and heads bowed, that you can just sit there and reflect who is God and then we'll 
reflect on what does he think of me. Then we'll reflect on what does he want me to do? Then we'll finish and take 
communion together as a family. 
 May God richly bless you this day as you see the God who loves you and fights for you and is for you. 
 



Joshua 24:29 Now it came to pass after these things that Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died, 
being one hundred and ten years old.  
Joshua 24:30 And they buried him within the border of his inheritance at Timnath Serah, which is in the 
mountains of Ephraim, on the north side of Mount Gaash.  
Joshua 24:31 Israel served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who outlived Joshua, 
who had known all the works of the LORD which He had done for Israel.  
Joshua 24:32 The bones of Joseph, which the children of Israel had brought up out of Egypt, they buried at 
Shechem, in the plot of ground which Jacob had bought from the sons of Hamor the father of Shechem for one 
hundred pieces of silver, and which had become an inheritance of the children of Joseph.  
Joshua 24:33 And Eleazar the son of Aaron died. They buried him in a hill belonging to Phinehas his son, which 
was given to him in the mountains of Ephraim.  
 
3 Deaths 
Three burials are mentioned in the last five verses of this book:  

• Joshua’s (Jehovah is Salvation) (vv. 29–31), - Type of Jesus in the Bible 

• Joseph’s (Jehovah has added) (v. 32), - Type of Jesus in the Bible 
• and Eleazar’s (God has helped) (v. 33). -  High Priest, Type of Jesus in the Bible for He is our High Priest 

All three were buried in Joseph’s territory. All three had served their God and their country well. Joshua and 
Joseph were great deliverers during their lives, and Eleazar was a deliverer in his death, for he was the high priest 
and his death set free all who had fled to a city of refuge (20:6). Like the books of Genesis and Deuteronomy, 
Joshua closes with the toll of the death bell over great and godly men. “God buries His workmen but continues His 
work.” 
 
 

 


