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Outline of Book of Samuel: 
Chapter 1:  

The Death of Saul. 
Chapter 2:  

David anointed king over Judah. 
Ishbosheth made king over Israel. 

Chapter 3:  
Abner defects to David. 
Joab kills Abner. 

Chapter 4:  
Ishbosheth is assassinated. 

Chapter 5:  
David is made king over all of Israel. 
David captures Jerusalem. 
David defeats the Philistines. 

Chapter 6:  
The Ark of God is brought to Jerusalem. 

Chapter 7:  
David wants to build God a house. 

 God promises David a throne forever. 
Chapter 8:  

A listing of David's military victories. 
Chapter 9:  

David is kind to Jonathan's son Mephibosheth. 
Chapter 10:  

The King of Ammon humiliates David's honorable men. 
Chapter 11:  

David and Bathsheba. 
David has Bathsheba's husband Uriah killed. 

Chapter 12:  
The Lord judges David's sin. 

Chapter 13:  
Absalom's sister is violated by Amnon. 
Absalom has Amnon murdered. 
Absalom Flees Jerusalem 

Chapter 14:  
David brings Absalom back from banishment. 

Chapter 15:  
Absalom steals the heart of Israel. 
David flees Jerusalem from Absalom. 

Chapter 16:  
Shimei curses David. 
Ahithophel gives counsel to Absalom. 

Chapter 17:  
Ahithophel counsel verse Hushai 
David escapes Absalom. 

Chapter 18:  
Civil war in Israel, 20,000 die. 
Joab kills Absalom. 

Chapter 19:  
David returns to his throne in Jerusalem. 

Chapter 20:  
Sheba's rebellion. 



Joab kills Amasa. 
Sheba killed by towns people. 

Chapter 21:  
God requires justice for Saul's sin against the Gibeonites. 
The Philistine giants are destroyed. 

Chapter 22: 
 David’s praises for God’s Deliverance 
Chapter 23: 
 David’s last words 
 David’s mighty men 
Chapter 24: 
 David’s Census of Israel 
 The judgement of David’s sin for the census 
  



2 Samuel 1 
2 Samuel 1:1-27 
 
Introduction 
At the end of First Samuel, we saw Saul and his army fighting a losing battle against the Philistines on Mount 
Gilboa. Saul’s soldiers were falling. Even his sons died near him. Finally, an arrow from a Philistine soldier pierced 
his own body. As his life was draining from him, he ordered his armor-bearer to kill him lest the Philistines torture 
him. When the armor-bearer refused, Saul fell on his own sword and died on Mount Gilboa.  Here, In 2 Samuel 1, 
we are given some additional information regarding this account. 
1 Samuel 31:3–5 (NKJV) 3 The battle became fierce against Saul. The archers hit him, and he was severely wounded by the archers. 4 Then Saul 
said to his armorbearer, “Draw your sword, and thrust me through with it, lest these uncircumcised men come and thrust me through and abuse 
me.” But his armorbearer would not, for he was greatly afraid. Therefore Saul took a sword and fell on it. 5 And when his armorbearer saw that 
Saul was dead, he also fell on his sword, and died with him.  

 
And then, next week David begins his reign as king. 
 
Outline 2 Samuel 1: 

• David Receives Word on the Death of Saul and Sons (1:1-4) 

• The Amalekite Gives the Details How They Died (1:5-10) 

• David and his Men Weep and Fast (1:11-12) 

• David has the Amalekite Slain for Destroying the Lord’s Anointed (1:13-16) 

• The Song of the Bow (1:17-27) 
 
David Receives Word on the Death of Saul and Sons (1:1-4) 
2 Samuel 1:1 Now it came to pass after the death of Saul, when David had returned from the slaughter of the 
Amalekites, and David had stayed two days in Ziklag,  
 
Ziklag in Ruin / When Fire Strikes 
So as we had studied back in 1 Samuel when David went to join the Philistines to fight against the Israelites, the 
Amalekites had taken their wives and kids, and burned their homes to the ground.  We read that David and his 
men wept until they could weep no more.  You know when fire strikes your life, it has a way of burning away what 
doesn’t matter, and bringing out of the ashes what does.  David is in Ziklag, among the ash heap, no roof over his 
head, but total peace, for David has what matters, his wife and kids.  Beloved of God, lets not wait until a fire, lets 
cherish what now what matters, and let the other stuff burn away.  Lets cherish our spouses, lets cherish our kids, 
lets cherish each other, lets cherish our time we have together today, and lets not the “things” rush us so hard, 
that they become the main thing, always thinking those others (spouses, kids, brethren) will be there when we get 
back.  Because often times you will find, while you thought it was only “a season” that you had to be so busy with 
the things of the world, it turned into years, and when you finally returned, your family is distant from you.  Let’s 
cherish what matters today. 
1 Samuel 30:1–4 (NKJV) 1 Now it happened, when David and his men came to Ziklag, on the third day, that the Amalekites had invaded the 
South and Ziklag, attacked Ziklag and burned it with fire, 2 and had taken captive the women and those who were there, from small to great; 
they did not kill anyone, but carried them away and went their way. 3 So David and his men came to the city, and there it was, burned with fire; 
and their wives, their sons, and their daughters had been taken captive. 4 Then David and the people who were with him lifted up their voices 
and wept, until they had no more power to weep.  

 
2 Samuel 1:2 on the third day, behold, it happened that a man came from Saul’s camp with his clothes torn and 
dust on his head. So it was, when he came to David, that he fell to the ground and prostrated himself.  
2 Samuel 1:3 And David said to him, “Where have you come from?” So he said to him, “I have escaped from the 
camp of Israel.”  
2 Samuel 1:4 Then David said to him, “How did the matter go? Please tell me.” And he answered, “The people 
have fled from the battle, many of the people are fallen and dead, and Saul and Jonathan his son are dead also.”  
 
News Comes to David 
So a survivor from the battle between the Philistines and Israelites makes it to David, and the news is not good. 



 
The Amalekite Gives the Details How They Died (1:5-10) 
2 Samuel 1:5 So David said to the young man who told him, “How do you know that Saul and Jonathan his son 
are dead?”  
2 Samuel 1:6 Then the young man who told him said, “As I happened by chance to be on Mount Gilboa, there 
was Saul, leaning on his spear; and indeed the chariots and horsemen followed hard after him.  
2 Samuel 1:7 Now when he looked behind him, he saw me and called to me. And I answered, ‘Here I am.’  
2 Samuel 1:8 And he said to me, ‘Who are you?’ So I answered him, ‘I am an Amalekite.’  
2 Samuel 1:9 He said to me again, ‘Please stand over me and kill me, for anguish has come upon me, but my life 
still remains in me.’  
2 Samuel 1:10 So I stood over him and killed him, because I was sure that he could not live after he had fallen. 
And I took the crown that was on his head and the bracelet that was on his arm, and have brought them here to 
my lord.”  
 
Different Account 
So here we have a different account of what we read in chapter 31 of 1 Samuel, that Saul fell on his sword and his 
life was ended, and when his armor bearer saw it he too fell on his sword.  Some think this is a contradiction in the 
bible, and it is certainly not; it is either more detail of the account of Saul’s death, or it is this Amalekite is lying so 
as to gain David’s favor, as David himself will say later in this book that the Amalekite was clearly seeking reward 
and favor of David. 
1 Samuel 31:3–5 (NKJV) 3 The battle became fierce against Saul. The archers hit him, and he was severely wounded by the archers. 4 Then Saul 
said to his armorbearer, “Draw your sword, and thrust me through with it, lest these uncircumcised men come and thrust me through and abuse 
me.” But his armorbearer would not, for he was greatly afraid. Therefore Saul took a sword and fell on it. 5 And when his armorbearer saw that 
Saul was dead, he also fell on his sword, and died with him.  
 
2 Samuel 4:9–10 (NKJV) 9 But David answered Rechab and Baanah his brother, the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, and said to them, “As the 
LORD lives, who has redeemed my life from all adversity, 10 when someone told me, saying, ‘Look, Saul is dead,’ thinking to have brought good 
news, I arrested him and had him executed in Ziklag—the one who thought I would give him a reward for his news.  

 
Some Think – Amalekite Came to Plunder 
Now some think that his Amalekite came across the battle scene in search of plundering for spoils. That is highly 
unlikely. In fact, I would say it's not even possible. There's a raging battle going on and anyone present on the 
battlefield would be open for slaughter. This Amalekite is not in the middle of the battle plundering and it's not the 
next day, which is important to see because that's when the Philistines will come to plunder for the spoils of their 
great victory. 
1 Samuel 31:8 (NKJV) 8 So it happened the next day, when the Philistines came to strip the slain, that they found Saul and his three sons fallen 
on Mount Gilboa.  

 
Amalekite has Specific Details – Had to See It 
This Amalekite also, he would see that Saul had attempted to kill himself or had killed himself because there again 
also if you didn't witness it with your eyes, I think it's highly unlikely that the next day you would come across the 
battle scene or even later in the day of the battle of scene and been able to deduce that Saul attempted suicide.  
The sword that was in him would not be distinguishable of self-inflicted or enemy-afflicted. Everything leads to this 
Amalekite has clearly seen Saul attempt to kill himself and it is debated, continually, whether Saul did fully 
complete the taking of his own life or the story that this Amalekite finished him off, but one thing is for sure. Saul 
did inflict a self-wound. Now all that's left is whether the Amalekite finished him off or the Amalekite is making this 
story up in hopes of getting favor of David as David himself will say later in this book that the Amalekite was clearly 
seeking reward and favor of David.  A final note on that, this man says he saw Saul “leaning” on his spear (which 
has Saul upright), then the next action is (please “stand over me” and kill me), so now Saul is on the ground.  This 
account lends itself that this man at the minimum, has seen Saul thrust himself through.  So again, all that is left is, 
was Saul dead or not when this man came upon him. 
1 Samuel 31:3–5 (NKJV) 3 The battle became fierce against Saul. The archers hit him, and he was severely wounded by the archers. 4 Then Saul 
said to his armorbearer, “Draw your sword, and thrust me through with it, lest these uncircumcised men come and thrust me through and abuse 
me.” But his armorbearer would not, for he was greatly afraid. Therefore Saul took a sword and fell on it. 5 And when his armorbearer saw that 
Saul was dead, he also fell on his sword, and died with him.  



 
What do I Think? 
What do I think, and where am I going with this, how do I think it played out?  I think Saul was hit by the archers as 
it was said, believed he could not escape and if captured alive he would be brutalized by the Philistines, so Saul 
asks his armor bearer to kill him, but he would not, so Saul puts the sword to himself, and the armor bearer sees it 
and he does the same to himself.  While this is happening, the Amalekite is fleeing the battle scene as the 
Philistines are pressing hard, he happens upon Saul at this very moment, he watches Saul fall on his sword) as it is 
obvious he has firsthand and eyewitness account of Saul doing this).  He then comes to Saul (as he sees the crown 
and knows he is the king), and Saul asks him who he is (because it is obvious that he is not a Hebrew, so Saul is 
determining if this man be part of the Philistines), and then Saul says “finish me off”, to which the Amalekite does. 
 
The Last Words Saul Hears 
The last words Saul will hear in his ears are: 

“I am an Amalekite” 
 
Amalekites – Picture of the Flesh / Saul Commanded to Destroy Them / In End Destroy Him 
The Amalekites throughout all the bible are a picture of the flesh and hence why God gives the picture to utterly 
destroy the flesh, to which Saul won't utterly destroy the flesh. He thinks he can tame the flesh and enlist the flesh 
to serve him, and let it be noted, clear and plainly, you can never and it will never be that the flesh will serve you 
without rising up to eventually kill you. Hence, why God gave the picture, Saul utterly destroyed the Amalekites, 
and here in the end, we see an Amalekite killing Saul. We will see that Saul had enlisted an Amalekite to serve him, 
and he ends up killing him. 
1 Samuel 15:2–3 (NKJV) 2 Thus says the LORD of hosts: ‘I will punish Amalek for what he did to Israel, how he ambushed him on the way when he 
came up from Egypt. 3 Now go and attack Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and do not spare them. But kill both man and woman, 
infant and nursing child, ox and sheep, camel and donkey.’ ”  
 
1 Samuel 15:9 (NKJV) 9 But Saul and the people spared Agag and the best of the sheep, the oxen, the fatlings, the lambs, and all that was good, 
and were unwilling to utterly destroy them. But everything despised and worthless, that they utterly destroyed.  

 
Picture Given by Divine Inspiration 
These are not just details, interesting facts about a historical story, but given by divine inspiration, and divine 
design of God, to speak to us a spiritual truth that we MUST learn, we must apply, we must make non-negotiable 
in our lives.  God repeats this again and again, so that we hear His heart of how serious He is about it, and how 
serious it is to us.  He continually paints this picture of the flesh, and the war against the flesh, and how we are to 
battle our flesh.  For, our flesh is battling us, whether we want to battle it or not doesn’t matter, as it is coming to 
do battle against our spirit, and it is coming to rule and reign and will settle for nothing less.  Hence why God gives 
us this spiritual illustration repeatedly before us in the picture of the life of Saul, a man with such great promises, 
but lost them and squandered them, for the willingness to defeat his flesh, his will to be done, rather than all the 
promises of God that are yes and amen. 
2 Timothy 3:16–17 (NKJV) 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.  
 
1 Corinthians 10:11 (NKJV) 11 Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for our admonition, upon whom the 
ends of the ages have come.  
 
Romans 15:4 (NKJV)  4 For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the 
Scriptures might have hope.  
 

The Last Words Saul Hears 
The last words Saul will hear in his ears are: 

“I am an Amalekite” 
 
Saul’s Camp & Escaped / What – He was Part of Saul’s Army!!!!! 
The original language and its rendering lends to two things, that this Amalekite was part of Saul's army (verse 2), 
probably not an actual fighter but possibly so. The wording lends that he was part of Saul's army and this word that 
he escaped from the camp is not that he was a hostage of Saul, but that he escaped from being slaughtered also 



along with the rest of Saul's army by the Philistines (verse 3). So what this is saying to us, and get this, this 
Amalekite was part of Saul's army, was part of the service to Saul. Whether free or bond, we don't know, but he is 
and has been made part of Saul's army by the commander himself. 
 
So not only had Saul disobeyed the Lord by not utterly destroying the Amalekites, and not only did he err by 
keeping the best as trophies as he kept King Agag as a trophy and the choicest livestock for so-called sacrifices, not 
only had he done those great disobediences, but now here he is, we find he is enlisting the Amalekites to serve 
him.  
2 Samuel 1:2 (NKJV) 2 on the third day, behold, it happened that a man came from Saul’s camp with his clothes torn and dust on his head. So it 
was, when he came to David, that he fell to the ground and prostrated himself.  

 
2 Samuel 1:3 (NKJV) 3 And David said to him, “Where have you come from?” So he said to him, “I have escaped from the camp of Israel.”  

 
How did this Amalekite know David was to be the next king of Israel?  Could it be that he heard it from Saul or the 
men in the camp repeat what they heard Saul himself say (1 Samuel 24), for not even the 5 kings of Philistines it 
seems knew or believed that David was going to be the next king of Israel.  You would think they would have at 
least known that information piece, but they don’t but this Amalekite does.  I say because he was part of the camp 
of Saul. 
1 Samuel 24:20–21 (NKJV) 20 And now I know indeed that you shall surely be king, and that the kingdom of Israel shall be established in your 
hand. 21 Therefore swear now to me by the LORD that you will not cut off my descendants after me, and that you will not destroy my name from 
my father’s house.”  
 
1 Samuel 29:4 (NKJV) 4 But the princes of the Philistines were angry with him; so the princes of the Philistines said to him, “Make this fellow 
return, that he may go back to the place which you have appointed for him, and do not let him go down with us to battle, lest in the battle he 
become our adversary. For with what could he reconcile himself to his master, if not with the heads of these men?  

 
You Can’t Tame the Flesh – Nor Enlist the Flesh / Flesh Will Kill 
Saul won't utterly destroy the flesh. He thinks he can tame the flesh and enlist the flesh to serve him, and let it be 
noted, clear and plainly, you can never and it will never be that the flesh will serve you without rising up to 
eventually kill you. Hence, why God gave the picture, Saul utterly destroyed the Amalekites, and here in the end, 
we see an Amalekite killing Saul. We will see that Saul had enlisted an Amalekite to serve him, and he ends up 
killing him. 
 
Calling to Kill Amalekites was 25-30 Years Ago / Disobedience Will Catch up / Probably thought had in Control 
It wasn't like this took a couple weeks or a couple months or even a couple years. The calling to Saul to utterly 
destroy the Amalekites was some 25 to 30 years prior. His disobedience finally catches up with him, and Saul no 
doubt felt that he had the Amalekites, aka the flesh, under control and it was to serve him, to make his life more 
comfortable, more pleasurable as we look at the flesh and the pleasures of the flesh, but eventually those things 
will catch up to a person and not just catch up but overtake and not just overtake but crush under. 
 
I do see something else here that I want to point out. That is that God spoke to Saul something very specific when 
he was a young man. It was something that was not turned away from and it was still part of him when he was an 
old man, an older man. There's always that place that we think sin is fun for a season and we're going to outgrow it 
or we're going to settle down. But there's some things, it just doesn't work that way. They get so entrenched into 
our being that they take root, fortify themselves and even as older, maybe even elderly, they're still there. They're 
not going away unless we kill them. 
 
Enemy Never in a Hurry – In it for Long Haul / Weaken Foundation 
The Enemy in a hurry. He will wait.  Five years 10 years 15 20 25 whatever it takes, he is in it for the long haul at 
whatever the time it takes to meet the objective. Here a little there a little. A little pebble from the foundation.  
Give him a brick, he'll take a brick. Give him a cinder block he’ll take a cinder block and give him the steel beam 
he'll take a steel beam. But if he has to go pebble by pebble underneath the steel beam, under the cinder block, 
under the brick until he can weaken the whole foundation. He will. He's in no hurry. He's only has one purpose, 
and that's destruction, however long it takes. 
John 10:10 (NKJV)  



10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more 
abundantly.  

 
God Not Keeping Good From Us / Oh Yes the Flesh Can be Pleasurable – Need to Separate Emotion 
Again, God isn't keeping something good from us. He's keeping something that he knows will consume us. It's hard 
to read through that sometimes because there's certain things of the flesh that are contrary to the word of God, 
that they feel good. They feel pleasurable. They feel right. They make some type of logical sense in our lives, and 
emotionally we become attached to them, and therein lies the danger now, where we can't distinguish the 
emotion of the flesh from the emotion of the Spirit and hence why there's a place where we need to separate 
emotions, period, and come to a simple obedience of the word of God. This is what the word says. This is what 
God says don't. This is what God says do. Whether I feel it like it's the right thing to do, emotionally, whether I have 
some type of emotional response to it, it doesn't matter. You just come down to the word and separate the 
emotion and do what God's word says. 
2 Timothy 3:16–17 (NKJV) 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.  

 
God Said It – That Settles It 
Oh that bumper sticker, and oh that desktop plaque and oh that picture, it says that little cliché, "God said it, I 
believe it. That settles it." The fact is what we believe doesn't matter. It's the beginning and the end. God said it. 
That settles it. Doesn't matter whether we believe it or not, whether we emotionally feel warmed by it. God said it. 
That settles it. Here God gives us the picture of why, because eventually it will catch up to you. 
 
Well Even If Killed Agag – Still Would Die Today / No So – What See is Lifestyle of Disobedience / Battle Cant Win 
So we say, if Saul would have obeyed and destroyed King Agag, there would be no Amalekite here today to kill him. 
We go, yeah but he was still going to die, so it's just interesting information that you're giving. But there's a bigger 
picture here that weaves together. It's not just this finality of the Amalekite killing him. God weaves it together so 
that we can see the ultimate finality of the disobedience was an Amalekite killing him, but it was step upon step, 
decision upon decision of disobedience that didn't just bring Saul here to this place of being killed by an Amalekite, 
but that he's in a battle that he can't win. He's in a war that he had already decided by his disobedience, and it was 
years of life. As I said, 25 to 30 years before this finally plays out into its final act, the closing curtain.  
 
The last words Saul will hear in his ears are: 

“I am an Amalekite” 
 
But God is so gracious. He's so merciful. He's given Saul 25, 30 years to repent, to change his mind, to turn from his 
ways and turn unto the Lord.  God, even to the final night, allowed Samuel to return unto him from the grave, 
something supernatural to tell him, this is the future of his fate, which I still believe because God wishes that none 
should perish but that all should reach repentance. That Saul could have that night repented. He could have, like 
David strengthened himself in the Lord. He could have like David, called for prayer unto the Lord and say, "Should I 
go up to battle against the Philistines and will you deliver them?" God would have answered because that's the 
heart of God. He wishes none should perish. He has mercy on man. That means divine pity. Mercy means goodness 
and kindness towards those who are afflicted with a desperate desire to help them. God, who is rich in mercy, so 
wanting to reach his anointed one, the one he had overcome in a great way. We had read, changed Saul into a 
different person, we're told, when the Spirit came upon him. That's what the baptism of the Holy Spirit does, the 
immersion of the Spirit of God, the third person of the trinity. It changes us into another person, but because we 
leak, we continually need to ask for another filling, another immersion, another overflowing. Saul saw his way, the 
better way. 
 
We see two of Saul's steps downward was he made a sacrifice apart from the priest and then, as we discussed, he 
did not utterly destroy the Amalekites. What that pictures in his heart is he profaned God by making that there 
was another way that man could come before God and that would, by his own means, his own sacrifice, rather 
than waiting for the priest, picture Jesus Christ, our high priest, and the sacrifice in accordance with the word and 
law of God, Saul said, "I can approach God my way," Then of course, secondly, he didn't just misrepresent how to 



come before God, but then he misrepresented by not killing King Agag, God's clear statement of his holiness. You 
can't just come before me except through the sacrifice of the lamb and you can't just come before me and 
disregard my holiness, by profaning it with your worldliness. 
1 Samuel 15:9 (NKJV) 9 But Saul and the people spared Agag and the best of the sheep, the oxen, the fatlings, the lambs, and all that was good, 

and were unwilling to utterly destroy them. But everything despised and worthless, that they utterly destroyed.  

 
1 Samuel 13:11–14 (NKJV) 11 And Samuel said, “What have you done?” Saul said, “When I saw that the people were scattered from me, and that 
you did not come within the days appointed, and that the Philistines gathered together at Michmash, 12 then I said, ‘The Philistines will now 
come down on me at Gilgal, and I have not made supplication to the LORD.’ Therefore I felt compelled, and offered a burnt offering.” 13 And 
Samuel said to Saul, “You have done foolishly. You have not kept the commandment of the LORD your God, which He commanded you. For now 
the LORD would have established your kingdom over Israel forever. 14 But now your kingdom shall not continue. The LORD has sought for Himself 
a man after His own heart, and the LORD has commanded him to be commander over His people, because you have not kept what the LORD 
commanded you.”  
 

Oh Christian – Have You been Allowing Something to Continue 
Oh Christian, oh beloved of God, is there something that you've been allowing to continue on, and every day, 
every week, every month, every year that it continues on, do you think it's God is coming into an agreement with 
you because he hasn't come and struck you, hasn't come and dealt with you, that he must be okay with it? Here 
Saul clearly demonstrates unto us that there's a point in time where God's grace and mercy runs out on our 
disobedience. I'm not saying that you lose your salvation because the blood of the lamb of God, Jesus Christ 
cleanses you from all sin, past, present and future, but there is that fact of reaping and sowing and it is impossible 
to escape it and God has to honor your decision and therefore come and discipline his children. As the scriptures 
have told us, judgment begins in the house of God. Yeah, we're so wanting God to go and bring judgment upon 
those people that have offended us or that country that threatens us. All the while, God says, oh no. That's a 
whole other subject and topic. Right now, judgment begins in the house of God and I'm going to talk to my 
children and bring discipline and I'm going to talk to my nation that calls me to be a nation that I'm their God and 
hence the United States have. 
1 Peter 4:17–19 (NKJV) 17 For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the end of 
those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18 Now “If the righteous one is scarcely saved, Where will the ungodly and the sinner appear?” 19 
Therefore let those who suffer according to the will of God commit their souls to Him in doing good, as to a faithful Creator.  

 
Amalekite Took Saul’s Crown / Head Up – Boldly / Because Jesus is Worth It 
Oh beloved, and look and see here, this Amalekite, the flesh, took Saul's crown. Don't let anyone, anything steal 
and take your crown. Your crown of glory. Wear it into eternity. Step into eternity boldly and proudly. Head up, 
crown on, because Jesus is worthy and the book of Revelation says we'll cast our crowns at his feet. May we say 
I'm going to live this life through, regardless of the pain. 
1 Peter 5:4 (NKJV)  
4 and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that does not fade away.  

 
Revelation 4:10 (NKJV)  
10 the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on the throne and worship Him who lives forever and ever, and cast their crowns before 
the throne, saying:  

 
David and his Men Weep and Fast (1:11-12) 
2 Samuel 1:11 Therefore David took hold of his own clothes and tore them, and so did all the men who were 
with him.  
2 Samuel 1:12 And they mourned and wept and fasted until evening for Saul and for Jonathan his son, for the 
people of the LORD and for the house of Israel, because they had fallen by the sword.  
 
David and Men are Crushed 
David and his men are crushed by this news. 
 
 
 
 
 



David has the Amalekite Slain for Destroying the Lord’s Anointed (1:13-16) 
2 Samuel 1:13 Then David said to the young man who told him, “Where are you from?” And he answered, “I am 
the son of an alien, an Amalekite.”  
2 Samuel 1:14 So David said to him, “How was it you were not afraid to put forth your hand to destroy the 
LORD’s anointed?”  
2 Samuel 1:15 Then David called one of the young men and said, “Go near, and execute him!” And he struck him 
so that he died.  
2 Samuel 1:16 So David said to him, “Your blood is on your own head, for your own mouth has testified against 
you, saying, ‘I have killed the LORD’s anointed.’ ”  
 
David Doesn’t Believe He is Lying / Man Doesn’t Recant 
There's something to be considered, the debate goes on that the kid's lying, but here's someone who does not 
believe that he's lying and it's David because David kills him for killing the Lord's anointed, Saul. It's interesting to 
me that if he was lying, he would've recanted and said, "No, no. I made the whole thing up." Try to garner your 
favor, David. Here's what really happened. I came across Saul and he was already dead. You would think if that was 
the case, he would have quickly recanted of the story that he fabricated to save his own life. Better to be alive and 
a poor man than to be dead and a poor man without the favor of David. 
 
This man has just way too much inside information on this that he was at least not absent from what we've read. 
 
Lord’s Anointed – Image Bearers 
Let it be seen now as the Amalekite is killed by David for touching the Lord's anointed, and as we talked last week, 
the Lord's anointed, bearing the image of God. As Jesus held up the coin and said, whose image is on here. They 
said Caesar. Well give to Caesar what is Caesar's but give to God what is God's. We are created in the image of God 
himself, and therefore the word for us, give to God what is God's, that's our very being. It's everything. I beseech 
you therefore brethren by the mercies of God, to present yourself as living sacrifices, holy and acceptable unto the 
Lord, which is your reasonable service. It's just reasonable. God doesn't even say it's over and above. Aren't you 
something? It's just reasonable. It's to be expected.  
Romans 12:1–2 (NKJV) 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.  

 
Even Mercy Killing - Euthanasia 
But look at what the response is for so-called mercy killing, as they call it today euthanasia. That response is death. 
For taking the life of a life of an innocent requires the life of those who take it. 
 
Capital Punishment 
Was David just in having this man killed for the killing of Saul?  The answer is yes, as it is God’s command of the 
taking of innocent life.  We read that God did establish capital punishment. When the wrongdoer, guilty, needs to 
be dealt with. David is upholding God’s law on capital punishment.  I know that's an unpopular statement to be 
made but God ordained it, established it, so that there would be law and order, that man would fear taking of life, 
but when there's no ultimate consequence for taking life then where is the fear of taking life? It's God's law. It's 
not for me to be emotionally attached to it or detached to it. God said it. That settles it, regardless of what the 
vote says, regardless of what popular opinion says. This is God's way of protecting the sanctity of life. 
Genesis 9:5–6 (NKJV)  
5 Surely for your lifeblood I will demand a reckoning; from the hand of every beast I will require it, and from the hand of man. From the hand of 
every man’s brother I will require the life of man. 6 “Whoever sheds man’s blood, By man his blood shall be shed; For in the image of God He 
made man.  

 
Murder Rate in America 
The United States on an average has 15.000 to 16,000 murders every year. That equals 42 murders per day. Almost 
2 murders per hour. The most prosperous nation, the nation with the most has the highest and one of the highest 
per capita murder rates in the whole world. More than the impoverished nation.   We are shocked and 
heartbroken over 3,000 Americans laid down their life in the 10 years of conflict there in Iraq and Afghanistan. 



Warriors dying, giving their life selflessly, yet in that same 10 year period, 150,000 Americans were murdered on 
the streets of so-called peace. 
 
America is broken 
Those numbers are staggering to me, it shows the hatred and selfish of a nation.  Add to those numbers 44,193 
suicides last year, and over 64,000 drug overdoses, and we see a nation that is broken.  Broken, and 
demonstrations of hopelessness.  America needs to call upon the name of the Lord, for he and He only can bring 
hope. 
 
Star Spangle Banner 
Many do not know this, but here is the 4th verse of the Star Spangle Banner, and sadly not only forgotten, not even 
known, but truly the only hope for America, is the coming back to “In God we Trust”, not the trusting in ourselves, 
and the seeking of ourselves, but the seeking and calling upon the Lord for Him to deliver and work a work in our 
nation: 

O thus be it ever, when freemen shall stand 
Between their loved homes and the war's desolation. 
Blest with vict'ry and peace, may the Heav'n rescued land 
Praise the Power that hath made and preserved us a nation! 
Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just, 
And this be our motto: 'In God is our trust.' 
And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave 
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave! 

 
The Song of the Bow (1:17-27) 
2 Samuel 1:17 Then David lamented with this lamentation over Saul and over Jonathan his son,  
2 Samuel 1:18 and he told them to teach the children of Judah the Song of the Bow; indeed it is written in the 
Book of Jasher:  
 
No Book of Jasher 
The Book of Jasher was written at this time, but we do not have a copy of it today that can be verified as true.  But 
I am sure you could probably find some form of it on Amazon (hahaha). 
 
God Gives David a Song in His Mourning 
As David is mourning, God gives him a song. Puts a song on his heart, and though sorrow may come for the night, 
joy comes in the morning. As you're mourning, there's a God who captures your tears in a bottle. He knows what 
you're mourning. He knows your pain. He knows every detail of it. I pray gives you a song. I believe that he will, 
when we just open ourselves to and allow him to move in our heart and to speak to our hearts. David mourns and 
God gives him a song. That's a beautiful thing. 
Psalm 30:5 (NKJV) 5 For His anger is but for a moment, His favor is for life; Weeping may endure for a night, But joy comes in the morning.  

 
2 Samuel 1:19 “The beauty of Israel is slain on your high places! How the mighty have fallen!  
2 Samuel 1:20 Tell it not in Gath, Proclaim it not in the streets of Ashkelon— Lest the daughters of the Philistines 
rejoice, Lest the daughters of the uncircumcised triumph.  
 
Don’t Tell it Gath / Weep For Them 
David says "Don't tell it in Gath, which is a Philistine city." Boy there's a word for all of us. When a mighty brother 
or a might sister in the lord falls, we don't need to be running around telling the world. Letting them gloat over it. 
We don't need to even be running around telling it amongst ourselves. We need to just mourn for them and weep 
that the mighty have fallen. That's one less warrior in the battle, at least for some period. In the case of Saul and 
Jonathan, for all time.  
 
God Puts No Man on the Shelf 



But may I encourage you God's a redeemer, and the mighty have fallen, but the righteous man gets up. God will lift 
you up. God will restore you. There will be a time of restoration and it could be long. But god puts no man on the 
shelf. He will use you again. You need to, by faith, say "Lord, break me, mold me. Do what you will to put that 
sword back in my hand and let me return back to the battle. Give me another opportunity to reflect your glory." 
Even if you only get one day left and you can give that one witness, it will be worth it because Jesus is worth it. 
 
2 Samuel 1:21 “O mountains of Gilboa, Let there be no dew nor rain upon you, Nor fields of offerings. For the 
shield of the mighty is cast away there! The shield of Saul, not anointed with oil.  
2 Samuel 1:22 From the blood of the slain, From the fat of the mighty, The bow of Jonathan did not turn back, 
And the sword of Saul did not return empty.  
2 Samuel 1:23 “Saul and Jonathan were beloved and pleasant in their lives, And in their death they were not 
divided; They were swifter than eagles, They were stronger than lions.  
 
Oh the Faithfulness of Jonathan to His Father 
Says in their death they were not divided or a testimony to Jonathon. Sticking with his father, even with all the 
failing and faults of his father. 
 
2 Samuel 1:24 “O daughters of Israel, weep over Saul, Who clothed you in scarlet, with luxury; Who put 
ornaments of gold on your apparel.  
 
Look at David’s Love for Enemy 
So David writes the psalm of the bow. We know his great love for Jonathan. You would expect the psalm to say 
everything that it said about Jonathan. Oh how the mighty have fallen. But he says it about Saul, who was his 
mortal enemy. Saul wasn't David's mortal enemy but David was Saul's mortal enemy in that Saul hated him, 
wanted to destroy him, attacked him, verbally and physically, tearing his reputation, going after his livelihood, and 
yet David models probably more perfect than anyone in the scriptures other than Jesus love your enemies. Jesus 
would say you've heard it said that you should love your enemies and here is Saul, David's enemy. He hates David 
and yet David just returns hatred for love. 
 
No Forgiveness – No Power 
If you want power in your life personally, you must be a person who forgives others because quench not the Holy 
Spirit, grieve not the Holy Spirit and unforgiveness grieves the Holy Spirit. It quenches the move of the Holy Spirit 
and his power in your life. If you are lacking power, if you feel that you sense that God's power is not flowing 
through you, that His love is not flowing through you, His peace is not upon you. You may look and go through and 
say, "But I've given up this sin. I don't do theses things anymore. I read my Bible. I don't understand why I'm not 
experiencing love, joy, peace, and power." I would tell you if it is unforgiveness in your heart, it will quench the 
move of God in your life. 
Luke 6:27–28 (NKJV) 27 “But I say to you who hear: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, and pray for 
those who spitefully use you.  
 
Luke 6:35–36 (NKJV) 35 But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be 
sons of the Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil. 36 Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful.  

 
Lord Work This in Me by Holy Spirit – Only Supernatural Working 
Here's all I can say about that. You have to take that before the Lord and say to God, "Work that into me by your 
Holy Spirit. My flesh will not want to love my enemy," but when you humble yourself before God, and you remove 
all your excuses, all your justification of what they did and why they deserved to be hated, and you just come to I 
was your enemy, Jesus and yet you loved me. You gave me mercy and grace. How can I not do the same? To which 
our flesh would say you can't and we would need to agree with our flesh and say you're right. Hence why we have 
to come, cry out to the Lord with bent knees, wet tears. Lord break me. Work into me by your Holy Spirit that I 
might love my enemies. God work in me to do thy will for the scripture says, "For it's God who works in us, both to 
will and to do." If you will take this and take it before the Lord, say work the supernatural love. Work the 
supernatural forgiveness into me, he will. Because that's what he does for you. That's what he did for you and now 
that's what he wants to do in and through you. 



 
As I say, you'll never be more like Jesus Christ than when you forgive. As Jesus hung on the cross, those who spit on 
him, persecuted, mocked then, he would say Father forgiven them, they know not what they do. That's truly the 
person who has hurt you and harmed you. They know not what they do. You can say, oh they do. No. They know 
not what they do because they're not of the Spirit of God. They're not under his anointing and his overflowing. 
They need a fresh work, so first we forgive. Then we pray for them to learn, to surrender their life, but we can 
never pray for someone to surrender anything that we've yet to surrender. 
Luke 23:34 (NKJV) 34 Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do.” And they divided His garments and cast lots.  

 
2 Samuel 1:25 “How the mighty have fallen in the midst of the battle! Jonathan was slain in your high places.  
2 Samuel 1:26 I am distressed for you, my brother Jonathan; You have been very pleasant to me; Your love to 
me was wonderful, Surpassing the love of women.  
 
Spiritual – Not Physical 
Their love was spiritual beyond physical.  Some like to pervert this passage to make it something it is not. 
 
Relationship After God’s Own Heart 
David and Jonathan had such a friendship, closer than a man and a wife have, closer than the husband and the 
wife, closer than brothers. And why? Because each of them were men after God's own heart. See that's what will 
allow friendships such as these where two friends only care what God cares about, are only seeking the things of 
the Lord and therefore, if they do offend one another, they're quick to reconcile and therefore, if they see the 
other one in need, they go and they minister to the other. They're never looking for their self interest. They're 
always looking for the other interest. They take on the heart of God and therefore, their hearts are united as one 
because both of them have that same heart. If you truly want friends, it's the model for friendship as a man, a 
woman after God's own heart and that applies to marriages too. 
1 Samuel 13:14 (NKJV) 14 But now your kingdom shall not continue. The LORD has sought for Himself a man after His own heart, and the LORD 
has commanded him to be commander over His people, because you have not kept what the LORD commanded you.”  
 
1 Samuel 18:1 (NKJV) 1 Now when he had finished speaking to Saul, the soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him 
as his own soul.  

 
2 Samuel 1:27 “How the mighty have fallen, And the weapons of war perished!”  
 
Eulogy - David Lays no Faults Upon Saul 
Here is David giving a eulogy of Saul and Jonathan, and here he keeps lifting Saul up, not laying a charge against 
him, nor calling out his faults.  Instead, calling out his power, and great achievements.  He doesn’t list down all of 
Saul’s sins, faults, and failings.  To me, it is a picture of God view of us. 
Hebrews 10:16–17 (NKJV)  
16 “This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, says the LORD: I will put My laws into their hearts, and in their minds I will 
write them,” 17 then He adds, “Their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more.”  

 
It is all the Cross 
It's all the cross and the power of the gospel, for it is the power of God on the salvation and perfection and 
restoration. 
Romans 1:16 (NKJV)  
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for 
the Greek.  

 
 
 
You Can Have it Today – It is a Free Gift 
 You can have it by receiving the invitation of God extending to you of a personal relationship all through the cross. 
He meets you at the cross and He offers and extends to you the invitation at and from the cross;  
Romans 10:13 (NKJV)  
13 For “whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved.”  



 
Come to Throne of Grace 
So now come to the throne of grace and spend time with the Lord, ask Him take this word and work it into your 
life. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
Prayer Guide 

• Reverence – What do we see about our Great God? 

• Response – How do I respond to all that He is? 

• Requests – What can I boldly request from Him based on this? 

• Readiness – What do I need to be on-guard against when I leave here today? 

• Reverence – How great is Our God? 
 
End of Study 
 
 
 
  



2 Samuel 2 
2 Samuel 2:1 
 
Violence in America – Will Not End Until Sin is Removed 
Before I even get into our study today I want to comment on last week’s horrific mass killing in Las Vegas (01 
October 2017).  Our hearts and our prayers go out to the families and for the victims.  I give thanks to the first 
responders, the civilians that turned into heroes, the hospital staff, and the those who bring the message of hope 
and the ministry of the presence of Jesus Christ.  But I know the question is always asked, where was God, and how 
could he allow it.  A fitting question absolutely in times like these.  Maybe you are asking, maybe you have been 
asked.  To which I want to respond theologically, but also with a compassionate heart that reflects the compassion 
of the Lord in these times. 
 
Why Did it Happen? 
Why did it happen?  Because sin has entered the world (Romans 5:12), through Adam and through all the 
descendants of Adam (which his name means “man”).  Adam was and is the representation of all of us, of all of 
mankind, and through his sin, sin entered the world, and we are living in a fallen world.  That is Genesis chapter 3, 
and then look what happens in Genesis 4, Cain rises up and kills his brother Abel.  Sin enters into the world, and 
then every sin entered in with it, murder being one of the first because the wickedness of sinful man’s heart. 
Romans 5:12 (NKJV) 12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, 
because all sinned—  
 
Genesis 3:6–7 (NKJV) 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make 
one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they 
knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings.  
 
Genesis 4:6–8 (NKJV) 6 So the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry? And why has your countenance fallen? 7 If you do well, will you not be 
accepted? And if you do not do well, sin lies at the door. And its desire is for you, but you should rule over it.” 8 Now Cain talked with Abel his 
brother; and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother and killed him.  

 
When Will it End? 
When will it end?  Not until the end, all the way to the end of the ages, the end of this Bible, the Book of 
Revelation chapter 21, the closing chapters of this bible (Revelation 21-22).  After the great white throne judgment 
(Revelation 20), which is God’s final judgment against sin and the sinner. 
Revelation 20:11–15 (NKJV) 11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And 
there was found no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And another book was 
opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the books. 13 The sea 
gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to 
his works. 14 Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15 And anyone not found written in the Book of Life 
was cast into the lake of fire.  

 
Revelation 21:1–8 (NKJV) 1 Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there was 
no more sea. 2 Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall 
be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God. 4 And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more 
death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.” 5 Then He who sat on the throne said, 
“Behold, I make all things new.” And He said to me, “Write, for these words are true and faithful.” 6 And He said to me, “It is done! I am the 
Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely to him who thirsts. 7 He who overcomes 
shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son. 8 But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, 
sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.”  

 
See sin is bound up in the sinner.  To remove sin from the world, God would have to remove the sinner, and that 
happens at the great white throne judgment.  To remove sin from the world, God has to remove sinners, and that 
is every man, woman, and child.  If He did that today, anyone who had not received Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior 
for the forgiveness of sin, will face for eternity their decision, and spend all eternity in the Lake of Fire (see above 
Revelation 21:8). 
 
But God wishes that none should perish but that all should seek repentance (2 Peter 3:8-9).  From Cain and Abel, 
to Las Vegas Nevada, hurricanes, cancer, war, pestilence, and the most horrific acts against humanity, God is  



longsuffering because He wishes that none should perish but all seek repentance and come into a personal 
relationship with Him.  But His long suffering will come to an end, and His justice will be measured out (2 Peter 
3:10-13). 
2 Peter 3:8–9 (NKJV) 8 But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one 

day. 9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish 
but that all should come to repentance.  
 
2 Peter 3:10–13 (NKJV) 10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and 
the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. 11 Therefore, since all these things will be 
dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, 
because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat? 13 Nevertheless we, according to His 
promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.  

 
Where Was the God of Love? 
Where was God in Las Vegas, where was God in the hurricane, where was God in cancer, divorce, abuse?  Grieving!  
As we read in 2 Peter 3:8 and 9, He is longsuffering, and He is “suffering”, is grieving the pity of mankind (as mercy 
regarding God means “Divine Pity”); lets look at Psalm 86 and Isaiah 30 regarding the heart of God on this matter: 
Psalm 86:15 (NKJV) 15 But You, O Lord, are a God full of compassion, and gracious, Longsuffering and abundant in mercy and truth.   

 
But it will come to an end, like a thief in the night we are told in the verses after (2 Peter 3:10), and this world will 
be made new, no more sorrow, no more crying…… no more murder. 
Revelation 21:1–8 (NKJV) 1 Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there was 
no more sea. 2 Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall 
be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God. 4 And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more 
death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.” 5 Then He who sat on the throne said, 
“Behold, I make all things new.” And He said to me, “Write, for these words are true and faithful.” 6 And He said to me, “It is done! I am the 
Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely to him who thirsts. 7 He who overcomes 
shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son. 8 But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, 
sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.”  

 
How Could God of Love - Question His Love – Look to His Action 
The question always gets asked, how could a God of love allow such things to happen.  To which I think a good 
response is with the question, why is called a God of love?  Talk is cheap, and it is easy to make statements of any 
kind.  But God has backed words and statement with an action, as He became sin for the sinner, taking the 
punishment of sin, providing a way out of the judgment for sin, by taking the cross.  God, became man, died a 
brutal death, to leave no doubt, His love for man.  He truly is a God of love.  He loves you, and calls out to everyone 
of us His love. 
1 John 4:8–11 (NKJV) 8 He who does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9 In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God 
has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him. 10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and 
sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  
 
John 3:16 (NKJV) 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life.  

 
If you do not know Him as Lord and Savior, He calls out to you to come to Him, to have a personal and intimate 
relationship with Him, in this fallen world, and into eternity 
2 Corinthians 6:2 (NKJV) 2 For He says: “In an acceptable time I have heard you, And in the day of salvation I have helped you.” Behold, now is 
the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.  

 
What Manner to Live 

Through these things, for those who know Him, He tells us to see these things, and let them remind us 
His return is near, and what manner of living we should be living, and that is holy and set apart for Him. 
2 Peter 3:10–13 (NKJV) 10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and 
the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. 11 Therefore, since all these things will be 
dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, 
because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat? 13 Nevertheless we, according to His 
promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.  

 



Recap/Introduction 
So we pick up here in chapter 2 the beginning of the rein of David.  As we closed chapter 1 last week, Saul is dead 
after 40 years as king, and now David will be king for the next 40.  So let’s jump right in and let’s read history, and 
lets read heart.  As God gives us lessons for our living through these examples, and God “always” reveals His heart 
to us, His desire for us to live victorious Christian lives, and how do it.  And, “always” his great love for us, as he 
illuminates His heart to us through His Word. 
Romans 15:4 (NKJV) 4 For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the 
Scriptures might have hope.  

 
Outline 2 Samuel 2: 

• David Inquires of the Lord (2:1-3) 

• David Anointed King of Judah (2:4) 

• David Invites the Valiant Men of Jabesh Gilead to Join Him (2:5-7) 

• Abner Sets Ishbosheth as King of Israel (2:8-11) 

• Combat at the Field of Sharp Swords (2:12-16) 
• The Battle Begins Between Judah and Israel (2:17) 

• Asahel Killed by Abner (2:18-23) 

• A Cease Fire is Called (2:24-29) 

• The Death Toll Between the Two Armies (2:30-32) 
 
David Inquires of the Lord (2:1) 
2 Samuel 2:1 It happened after this that David inquired of the LORD, saying, “Shall I go up to any of the cities of 
Judah?” And the LORD said to him, “Go up.” David said, “Where shall I go up?” And He said, “To Hebron.”  
 
David asks if Time to Establish Kingdom. 
David is seeking the Lord I is it time to go establish the kingdom. I like this and take the example of this, in that 
David has already been told by the Lord through the prophet Samuel that he was to be the next king of Israel (We 
read the account of his anointing, his choosing, back in 1 Samuel 16), yet David asks the Lord for his timing and 
unveiling on the matter..   
1 Samuel 16:11–13 (NKJV) 11 And Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all the young men here?” Then he said, “There remains yet the youngest, and there 
he is, keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him. For we will not sit down till he comes here.” 12 So he sent and brought 
him in. Now he was ruddy, with bright eyes, and good-looking. And the LORD said, “Arise, anoint him; for this is the one!” 13 Then Samuel took 
the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers; and the Spirit of the LORD came upon David from that day forward. So Samuel arose 
and went to Ramah.  

 
16 Months – No Inquiry / Boom-Boom / God wants to Speak to You / Loves to Hear Your Voice 
So David has been 16 months we're told there in the Philistine country, very specific in this town of Ziklag that was 
given to him. Interestingly enough, we see that David doesn't talk to God and God doesn't talk to David in those 16 
months, until David comes to the end of himself. Now, here we are. Boom, boom, back to back, David inquiring of 
the Lord. Boom, boom, back to back. God answering David. God wants to speak to us. He does. He truly does. 
Christian, believe it, he loves to hear your voice, because he loves you. Gave his only begotten son for you, if you 
ever doubt that.  He wants an intimacy, a personal relationship with you. Yes, He wants to be savior, and as much 
so, he wants to be your friend; He became your savior so he could be your friend. So that the two of you can have 
this sweet relationship together. He's so good. Just give him blessings and praise right now where you're at. He's so 
worthy to receive it. How he loves us, and he calls us today. "Speak to me, come to me. Let us talk. Let us have 
fellowship." 
Psalm 145:18–19 (NKJV) 18 The LORD is near to all who call upon Him, To all who call upon Him in truth. 19 He will fulfill the desire of those who 
fear Him; He also will hear their cry and save them.  

 
Numbers 6 Blessing from God to His People 
In Numbers 6 the priests were to speak a blessings upon the people, and the priests were to represent God to 
man, represent God’s heart to the people, and what a beautiful blessing the Lord speaks to the people of His heart, 
His desire upon them (us),  

• to bless us (His favor is upon us),  



• to keep us (keep us close to Him),  

• to shine His face upon us (His glory, radiant love, the loving eyes of the Father, an inexhaustible list of the 
love the Father has for us),  

• and to be gracious unto us (it’s all about His grace -not our performance or works),  

• the Lord lifts up His countenance upon us (countenance simply means smile upon – you bring Him joy and 
He wants you to know that),  

• and give us peace (to bring us into peace and security with Him, and peace in the midst of a fallen world). 
Numbers 6:22–27 (NKJV) 22 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 23 “Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, ‘This is the way you shall bless the 
children of Israel. Say to them: 24 “The LORD bless you and keep you; 25 The LORD make His face shine upon you, And be gracious to you; 26 The 
LORD lift up His countenance upon you, And give you peace.” ’ 27 “So they shall put My name on the children of Israel, and I will bless them.”  

 
This blessings God loves to tell you over and over and over in your time of prayer with Him.  And like any good 
father He wants to speak to you in prayer to lead you and guide you in His will for your life. 
 
Camping with Camden 
Me and Camden got to go camping this weekend and it was glorious to simply be together, for me to hug him, to 
kiss him, to tell him I love him, over and over again.  And I am a mere shadow of the Father in heaven and His love 
for us, how we move His heart, and bring a smile upon His face.  God loves you.  
 
So Begins the King / The Greatest King 
So………  begins here in this chapter David the king.  David will be the greatest king in the history of Israel. 
 
Maybe You Say Lord I want to do Great Things / God always Looking for a Man 
Maybe you say Lord I want to do great things for You, and with You, to which God will always say “great”!  For God 
is always looking for a man/woman, who will stand in the gap 
Ezekiel 22:30 (NKJV) 30 So I sought for a man among them who would make a wall, and stand in the gap before Me on behalf of the land, that I 
should not destroy it; but I found no one.  

 
We Ask Make Me Great – How Become Great / Can Seem Like Mystery / Maybe we even Back Down 
So then we say, “Lord make me great”, or we ask “Lord how do I become great and do great things for You”.  It can 
see like a mystery, it can seem somewhat lofty to attain the greatness of the Lord, it can seem impossible, maybe 
to the point we then back down and go, well I can never be great. 
 
What Made David Great 
But David…….. what is the greatness of David, what made David great?  Was it his military genius?  Compare him to 
Joshua and we say well he wasn’t the greatest.  Was it his statesmanship?  Compare him to his son Solomon and 
he wasn’t the greatest.  Was it his his wisdom, to which as we studied 1 Samuel we can all say, no, next chapter we 
will see he has like six wives and that means six mother-in-laws so that can’t go down as the wisest man..  Was it 
his personal holiness, to which we can all say, no.   
 
This - Man After God’s Own Heart 
David’s greatness all came down to this, he was a man after God’s own heart. 
1 Samuel 13:14 (NKJV) 14 But now your kingdom shall not continue. The LORD has sought for Himself a man after His own heart, and the LORD 
has commanded him to be commander over His people, because you have not kept what the LORD commanded you.”  
 
1 Samuel 16:7 (NKJV) 7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at his physical stature, because I have refused him. For 
the LORD does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”  

 
What Does it Mean to “Be After God’s Own Heart” / Hebrew – Desire & Choice Are Exercised 
But what does it mean to be a “a man after God’s own heart” as we read in 1 Samuel 13;14?  In Hebrew culture 
they thought the heart is the place where one’s will, desire, and choice are exercised. This may be expressed as “a 
person whose desire is to serve the LORD” or “the kind of man he wants” 

*Omanson, R. L., & Ellington, J. (2001). A handbook on the first book of Samuel (p. 262). New York: United Bible Societies.  

 
 



Acts Tells Us More Regarding David / Who will Do My Will 
We are given more commentary and confirmation in the Book of Acts of why David was a man after God’s own 
heart, and what the Lord states is the person who is after His own heart, and that is “to do all My will”. 
Acts 13:22 (NKJV) 22 And when He had removed him, He raised up for them David as king, to whom also He gave testimony and said, ‘I have 

found David the son of Jesse, a man after My own heart, who will do all My will.’  

 
Jesus Exemplifies Man After God’s Heart. 
Jesus exemplifies the life of a man/woman after God’s own heart, as it is written of Him, to do Your will O God 
Hebrews 10:5–7 (NKJV) 5 Therefore, when He came into the world, He said: “Sacrifice and offering You did not desire, But a body You have 
prepared for Me. 6 In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin You had no pleasure. 7 Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come— In the volume of the book it 
is written of Me— To do Your will, O God.’ ”  

 
Saw His Heart in the Garden 
We saw His heart in the garden prayer the night He willing became our Lamb of God for our sins, as the heart of 
God was to rescue man from his sin: 
Matthew 26:39 (NKJV) 39 He went a little farther and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, “O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from 
Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will.”  

 
Acts 13 – After / After means Together / David’s Heart Together with God’s / Joined – Knitted - Wooven 
In Acts 13 the word “after” is actually there, in 1 Samuel 13 it is not literally there, but it is inferred (goes along 
with the context of what is being said).  But I like it here in Acts 13, as it gives us more meaning of what it is to be a 
man/woman “after” God’s own heart.  The word “after” means……. “together”.  David’s heart was “together” with 
God’s heart.  For you and for me to be a man/woman “after” God’s own heart, means to have a heart that is 
“joined together” with God’s heart.  It is such a beautiful picture, our hearts joined, knitted, woven with God’s 
“very own” heart. 
 
Perfection the Determinant of Being Man/Woman After God’s Own Heart 
Now listen Christian, catch this and don’t let this go, what do we learn from the life of David regarding being a man 
after God’s own heart?  Perfection or imperfection is not the determinant of being a man/woman after God’s own 
heart,  
 
Where Treasure Are – Heart Is / Will shall Follow the Heart 
For where your treasures are, your heart will follow. Where your heart is, your will, will follow. Sometimes slowly. 
Sometimes eventually. But always where your treasures are, your heart will follow. 
Matthew 6:21 (NKJV) 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  

 
What we learn here through the life of David we learn about not just David, but we learn something about God, 
and we learn something about ourselves. That is that perfection and imperfection is not the determinant for what 
qualifies in God's heart as a man or a woman who's after his heart. Because we can look at the life of David, and 
we see some high highs and some low lows. We see moments of perfections and myriads of imperfections, and yet 
still call the man after God's own heart. Because what we see with David is that he always loved his Lord. Even 
when he wasn't doing God's will, his heart was still for the will and the heart of God. 
 
David’s heart Always Knitted to God’s / David - One Thing I Desire / Is that Not One Thing We Desire? 
David's heart was always knit to the heart of God. The proverbs tell us that the righteous man may fall seven times, 
but he gets up. Think through that statement. The righteous man right before God. That's what righteousness 
means. He may fall and fall and fall, but the righteous man gets up. What does he do? What's the proverb saying? 
He gets back up and he follows hard after God. That's why he's righteous. Because he's a man who's continually 
falling after God. David, he may fall seven times, but he gets up and he's always following after the Lord. "One 
thing I desire and that I seek after, to behold the beauty. The beauty of the Lord. To dwell in his temple, the temple 
of the Lord", David said, and I believe it's not poetic. I believe it's his heart speaking what he truly lived for, and the 
one thing he desired and that he sought after, that was the Lord. 
 



David says, "The one thing I desire and that I seek after". Church beloved here, is that not the one thing that each 
and every one of us desires? It's why we're here. It's why we come out. It's why we make our way to the chapel. 
Because he's the one thing we desire. It's why we gave our life to him, and that's why we continue to follow him. 
Because it's the one thing, he's the one thing that we desire and that we seek after. 
Psalm 27:4 (NKJV) 4 One thing I have desired of the LORD, That will I seek: That I may dwell in the house of the LORD All the days of my life, To 
behold the beauty of the LORD, And to inquire in His temple.  

 
Hebrew Idiom – “My Heart Rest Upon Him” 
One of the Hebrew idioms for “a man after my heart” is often said “on whom my heart rests”.  I like that, as God 
speaks to concerning us, “my heart rests upon him”, and to which I say “my heart rests upon Him”.  David’s heart 
always rested upon the Lord, and the Lord’s heart always rested upon David.  Do you see yourself in that 
statement?  I hope you do, and you should.  Yes we may fail, yes we may be imperfect, but it doesn’t take away 
that our heart rests upon the Lord, and His heart rests upon us.  Oh what a beautiful saying - on whom my heart 
rests. 
 
Righteous May Fall 
The righteous may fall seven times but they get up. Yes, David failed the Lord, as do you and I. But that's not God's 
defining evaluation of what and whom a man, woman, after God's own heart is. It's a person who seeks to do the 
will of the Lord. Though we may fall seven times (and listen we are righteous because Jesus made us righteous), we 
get up, because eventually our hearts will align with his will. Eventually our will, will be his will, because He's the 
one thing that we desire. 
2 Corinthians 5:21 (NKJV) 21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.  

 
Proverbs 24:16 (NKJV) 16 For a righteous man may fall seven times And rise again, But the wicked shall fall by calamity.  

 
Philippians 1:6 
Though you may not be feeling that way today, again I come to Philippians 1:6. "He who began a good work will be 
faithful to complete it, because he loves you. He'll never fail you". 
Philippians 1:6 (NKJV) 6 being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus 
Christ;  

 
Can You Say That - I am a Man/Woman After God’s Own Heart 
Can you say, I am a man/woman, after God’s own heart.  I am not asking you today to ask yourself in self-
examination (oh yes there is a time for that), I am not asking as a question, but as a statement, I am asking you to 
simply say it, to claim that, to live in the power of that – you are a man/woman after God’s own heart, and there is 
greatness that comes with that. 
 
Say It / Warmth of It / My Heart is Joined to Lord’s 
Say it!  Feel the warmth, the peace, the confidence of being able to say, “my heart is joined together with God’s 
very own heart”.  This is who I am, the treasure that I am.  My heart is joined together, woven, knitted together 
with God’s very won heart.  I am someone special, I am chosen treasure of God. 
 
Hebrew Idiom – “My Heart Rest Upon Him” 
One of the Hebrew idioms for “a man after my heart” is often said “on whom my heart rests”.  I like that, as God 
speaks to concerning us, “my heart rests upon him”, and to which I say “my heart rests upon Him”.  David’s heart 
always rested upon the Lord, and the Lord’s heart always rested upon David.  Do you see yourself in that 
statement?  I hope you do, and you should.  Yes we may fail, yes we may be imperfect, but it doesn’t take away 
that our heart rests upon the Lord, and His heart rests upon us.  Oh what a beautiful saying - on whom my heart 
rests. 
 
Come to Throne of Grace 
So now come to the throne of grace and spend time with the Lord, ask Him take this word and work it into your 
life. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  



 
Prayer Guide 

• Reverence – What do we see about our Great God? 

• Response – How do I respond to all that He is? 

• Requests – What can I boldly request from Him based on this? 
• Readiness – What do I need to be on-guard against when I leave here today? 

• Reverence – How great is Our God? 
 
End of Study 
 
 
 
  



2 Samuel 2:2-32 
 
Recap/Introduction 
We pick it up here in verse 2 today.  Last week we studied David was a man after God’s own heart, and we saw 
that was not some deep mystical, lofty, unattainable thing, as it simply means to be knitted, joined, woven 
together with God’s heart.  The Hebrew idiom for a man’s after God’s own heart – “On whom my heart rests”.  Oh 
to think of it, that God would say about David, and us today, “My heart rests upon him/her”.  And to which we 
saw, oh Lord my heart rests upon You, you are the love of my life, my heart is knitted, woven, joined to You.  Oh 
just being able to say that today, warms my heart, lifts me up to the heavenlies, where Christ is seated, the joy of 
knowing I am accepted in the Beloved.  That I am His, and He is mine! 
Ephesians 1:3–6 (NKJV) 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places in Christ, 4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love, 5 
having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His 
grace, by which He made us accepted in the Beloved.  
 

We studied how David is to be king, David is a warrior, David is a statesman, yet in all these things David sums up 
his heart’s desire to this as he writes Psalm 27 
Psalm 27:4 (NKJV) 4 One thing I have desired of the LORD, That will I seek: That I may dwell in the house of the LORD All the days of my life, To 
behold the beauty of the LORD, And to inquire in His temple.  

 
To which again, we can say the same, that is our hearts desire, everything else less is less, and everything else is 
else, for all pales in comparison to Him and being His and He being ours. 
 
For; 
Our heart Rest Upon Him, and His Rests Upon Us! 
 
Outline 2 Samuel 2: 

• David Inquires of the Lord (2:1-3) 

• David Anointed King of Judah (2:4) 

• David Invites the Valiant Men of Jabesh Gilead to Join Him (2:5-7) 

• Abner Sets Ishbosheth as King of Israel (2:8-11) 

• Combat at the Field of Sharp Swords (2:12-16) 

• The Battle Begins Between Judah and Israel (2:17) 

• Asahel Killed by Abner (2:18-23) 

• A Cease Fire is Called (2:24-29) 

• The Death Toll Between the Two Armies (2:30-32) 
 
David Inquires of the Lord (2:1-3) 
2 Samuel 2:1 It happened after this that David inquired of the LORD, saying, “Shall I go up to any of the cities of 
Judah?” And the LORD said to him, “Go up.” David said, “Where shall I go up?” And He said, “To Hebron.” 
2 Samuel 2:2 So David went up there, and his two wives also, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abigail the widow of 
Nabal the Carmelite.  
2 Samuel 2:3 And David brought up the men who were with him, every man with his household. So they dwelt 
in the cities of Hebron.  
 
David is Back! 
As we looked at last week, David is back with the Lord, walking with the Lord, and how do we know that, because 
he prays!  Prayer is intimacy with the Lord.  I can know the word in my head, I can even share the gospel out of 
head knowledge.  But true prayer, can only come via a true heart connection to the Lord.  And prayerlessness (as 
we saw in David – and ourselves) is our “declaration of independence”, of self-reliance!  But David is back to 
prayer, his reliance and dependence on the Lord.  Oh Lord make us men/woman of reliance (prayer) on You. 
 
 
 



David Asks – Doesn’t Burst / Waits Upon Lord  
Again, I like this in that David asks the Lord should he go up to Judah, aka Lord is this now the time that I go and 
become the king?  To which David goes, but he doesn’t burst on to the scene and say here I am, the new king!  
Instead we see David just waiting upon the Lord, and the Lord to do, what the Lord will do, in the Lord’s timing, not 
David’s timing (as we saw at the end of 1 Samuel, him forcing his situation and fleeing to Gath – the land under 
Philistine control). 
 
David Waits – No Unsorting to Do / God Still Has to Bring the Nation Into Alignment with His Will 
David's greatest wisdom here is the not forcing himself on the nation to be their king because he will create 
problems that he will never be able to unsort, and so by waiting and waiting on the Lord, he's waiting for God to 
bring the nation in alignment with his heart.  And so, a great example for us ... You know, we try to force things. 
We're tired of waiting on the Lord. We want to make things happen because we believe this is what God said and 
how it was to be, and we get out in front of God, and God hasn't finished putting the pieces in place yet, and we 
can make a mess that can't be unsorted or takes years of unsorting and pain of pulling things apart in the lives of 
people and trying to piece them back together in the way that God intended. 
 
Isaiah 64:4 
Isaiah 64:4 (NKJV) 4 For since the beginning of the world Men have not heard nor perceived by the ear, Nor has the eye seen any God besides 
You, Who acts for the one who waits for Him.  

 
As we wait, we can say, what a waste of time.  We look at this passage, and we say, as we wait, God works (Who 
ACTS for the one who waits). God wastes nothing. He truly wastes nothing, and as we wait, he's working to shape 
us, to form us, to fashion us to bring pieces together and bring them in line to align all these things of his will to 
align our will to is will so that we might have the same mind as Christ, be in one accord with what his purpose is, 
and you can apply this in any area that you're waiting. Waiting for that mate, waiting for that ministry, waiting for 
that job, waiting for that child, whatever that is that you're waiting for, while you wait, God works. 
 
Isaiah 30:18 
Isaiah 30:18 (NKJV) 18 Therefore the LORD will wait, that He may be gracious to you; And therefore He will be exalted, that He may have mercy 
on you. For the LORD is a God of justice; Blessed are all those who wait for Him.  

 
Anything and any time God has us waiting, it's because he wants to do something over and above what our 
expectation was.  And he says, blessed are those who wait for Him. 
 
David in Peace Waiting on Promises 
We see David in peace, we see David in rest, as he is simply waiting upon the Lord, trusting in the promises of God, 
and the power and provision of God. 
 
I Know David Returned – Why – He Prays / Not My Will But Your Will 
I know David has returned fully unto the Lord, because?  He prays!  Lord should I go up?  Yes go up says the Lord.  
Ok Lord, I know I should go, now next question, where should I go?  To which the Lord responds, go to Hebron.  
David  prays, and the greatest determinant of being knitted together with the Lord, is that we pray.  Lord not my 
will but your will be done, so what is your will I ask (I pray).  Lord I don’t want to do anything apart from Your heart 
in this matter, Lord what is Your heart in this matter. 
John 5:19–20 (NKJV) 19 Then Jesus answered and said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He 
sees the Father do; for whatever He does, the Son also does in like manner. 20 For the Father loves the Son, and shows Him all things that He 
Himself does; and He will show Him greater works than these, that you may marvel.  

 
I so Often Take Reins – Cares of World 
David’s back, that I know, because he prays.  I see it in my life personally and continually.  I can so easily take the 
reins, I can so easily think it is up to me, I can so easily get distracted by the cares of the world, and yes even the 
things of the ministry, that I drift into “independence”.  But as always, as a man after God’s own heart, thise things 
make me tired, or empty, and then I come back to my reliance and the joy of the reliance and relationship with the 
God of my heart, that I come back to “calling upon the Lord”, and resting in Him and Him alone. 



 
Hebrew Idiom – “My Heart Rest Upon Him” 
One of the Hebrew idioms for “a man after my heart” is often said “on whom my heart rests”.  I like that, as god 
speaks to concerning us, “my heart rests upon him”, and to which I say “my heart rests upon Him”.  We can rest 
upon Him, and rest in knowing His heart rests upon us. 

• A man/woman after God’s own heart – “My Heart Rests Upon Him” 
 
David Anointed King of Judah (2:2-4) 
2 Samuel 2:4 Then the men of Judah came, and there they anointed David king over the house of Judah. And 
they told David, saying, “The men of Jabesh Gilead were the ones who buried Saul.”  
 
Anointed 1 Samuel 16 / Probably 15 
We read the account of his anointing, his choosing, back in 1 Samuel 16.  Was probably around 15 years old at the 
time.  We will see he is 30years old right now. 
1 Samuel 16:11–13 (NKJV) 11 And Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all the young men here?” Then he said, “There remains yet the youngest, and there 
he is, keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him. For we will not sit down till he comes here.” 12 So he sent and brought 
him in. Now he was ruddy, with bright eyes, and good-looking. And the LORD said, “Arise, anoint him; for this is the one!” 13 Then Samuel took 
the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers; and the Spirit of the LORD came upon David from that day forward. So Samuel arose 
and went to Ramah.  

 
Samuel Whispers – You Are the King of Israel 
The ancient writings of Israel say (their tradition) that when Samuel anointed David with the oil, that he then 
leaned in to David’s ear, and whispered, “you are the king of Israel” 
 
Hard times In Between 15 and 30 
David was probably around the age of 15 when he was anointed.  He is now 30 years of age.  David had 15 years 
between the promise of God, to the fulfillment of the promise.  And in between that time were some hard years.  
First as a servant of Saul, then as a prey of Saul continually being hunted by Saul.  There were caves and crevices 
that he lived in, there was heat and cold sleeping in the wilderness, there was leanness of food, and soul (as he 
was all alone many times), yet all through it all, God was with him 
2 Samuel 5:4 (NKJV) 4 David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years.  

 
Has God Whispered Something in Your Ear / Saw Early Flashes – Now a Distant Memory 
Maybe God has whispered something in your ear, that was just between you and Him, and now time has passed 
and you wonder if it was you making it up, or was it really God.  Maybe you saw early flashes of confirmation, as 
David did with killing Goliath, as David did with leading the great military victories over the enemies of God, slaying 
his 10,000, having the people celebrate his return from victory, and then just like that, it was gone, and what had 
been whispered, seemed like a distant memory, like something Samuel made up.   
1 Samuel 17:50–51 (NKJV) 50 So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone, and struck the Philistine and killed him. But there 
was no sword in the hand of David. 51 Therefore David ran and stood over the Philistine, took his sword and drew it out of its sheath and killed 
him, and cut off his head with it. And when the Philistines saw that their champion was dead, they fled.  
 
1 Samuel 18:6–7 (NKJV) 6 Now it had happened as they were coming home, when David was returning from the slaughter of the Philistine, that 
the women had come out of all the cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to meet King Saul, with tambourines, with joy, and with musical 
instruments. 7 So the women sang as they danced, and said: “Saul has slain his thousands, And David his ten thousands.”  

 
Oh Beloved Hold on to What Spoken 
Oh Beloved of God, I pray you hold on to what had been whispered in your ear by God.  For it will come to pass, for 
I will never leave you or forsake you, can equally be translated, I will not fail you, for I never fail.   
 
Maybe You Felt 
Maybe you felt  

• You were to be a husband or wife at this point in your life – not alone anymore 

• You were to be a mother or father at this point in your life – sharing life 

• You were to be doing this certain thing in the ministry  



• You were to be a missionary 

• You were to be a great man/woman of God at this point in your life 
And you don’t see that or feel that is even remotely close to ever being! 
 
Trust in the Lord 
Trust in the Lord and wait patiently on Him. 
Psalm 37:5 (NKJV) 5 Commit your way to the LORD, Trust also in Him, And He shall bring it to pass.  

 
A man/woman after God’s own heart – “My Heart Rests Upon Him” 
 
Sometime Feels Whisper was just Emotion 
Sometimes it does seem like what was whispered was just and emotional moment, as you look back on it, it seems 
so far and distant that it can’t be so.  Or if it was, something I have done has squandered it away.  Let me say, for 
the man/woman after God’s own heart, it will come to pass.  You keep after His heart, and it will come to pass. 
 
My Story Starting Church 
I have told you the story in times past of how this fellowship came into being.  God told me go to an area where no 
one is teaching chapter-by-chapter, verse-by-verse, through the whole Bible.  So here we are.  I started a bible 
study in my kitchen, to which no one came for 6 months.  Renee showed up, I married her and the church doubled.  
I felt the impressing of the Lord to disciple her (haha).  So we plodded on, month-after-month, year-after-year, and 
so here we are today. 
 
My Vision 
But few know what happened almost 15 years before that, as I had been saved I don't even think three to six 
months. I was at Calvary Chapel of Merritt Island, sitting in the balcony. All the way in the far back on the right. The 
pastor was teaching, and if I'm not mistaken, through the book of Job. This was close to 28 years ago. I had a flash 
before my eyes. Yes it would be what we would know as a vision. It was a man teaching the Bible. Though the 
vision wasn't perfectly clear, I knew that it was me. I knew at that moment what God's calling upon my life was, to 
become a Bible teacher. 
 
Now you would think that I'd become a Bible teacher about three days after that. Maybe three at the most, three 
weeks. You would think I would immediately after having a vision be on a teaching circuit. But you know how long 
it really took to truly bring that vision to pass? Like 10 years. You would wonder why God would give me a vision 10 
years early, and I can look back on it now and say there is very much, that vision has shaped my life as it was a 
main determinant in what I did with my life. Leaving my job. Going to Bible college. Leaving my job and going to 
God's calling, to plan a church. Those details after details. 
 
Definitely a power in that vision, and I just happened to have a vision, but it could very well just have been a 
pressing upon my heart as we're talking about right now. That God lays something on our heart like he said to 
David, and we wait and we wait and we wait. Let me just tell you, there is definitely countless times, more than I 
could ever remember. Not just moments of discouragement, but pure moments of failure, that I sat there and I 
said to myself, "Is this really, was that really a vision? Or something that I made up? Was that really from the Lord, 
or just something I conjured up in my mind?". But I always knew what God pressed upon my heart. I just want to 
share that with you. It can be a long time, a real long time, between the impressing of what God has for us and the 
actual unveiling of it. 
 
Not My Greatest – God Looking for a Man 
I know it is not my greatness, and you don’t need to be shaking your heads in agreement (haha), God was just 
looking for a man, to which I can say “just any man” who  
 
Thinking of Serving 
Thinking of going to Cambodia, just go!  Thinking of going up to park for the Sunday outreach, just go!  Thinking of 
Sunday school teaching, just do it! 



 
God Loves You – Loves Doing Things Together 
God loves you, and He wants to use you and do great things through you, because He loves being with you, and He 
loves the fellowship that comes when you “go” with Him. 
 
Important Note – Maybe Feel Incomplete or Broken / Wondering if Ever Victory / Philippians 1:6 
Also important to make point of, maybe you are currently feeling incomplete, maybe even a little broken.  
Philippians 1:6 says, he who began a good work will be faithful to complete.  Maybe you are wondering if you are 
ever going to have victory in a certain area of your life, a place you seem to do well in and then it seems out of 
nowhere you find yourself falling again in it.  God will be faithful to complete the work in you, your responsibility  
as we see in that verse of Philippians, is to continue on in the gospel…… in the high mountain times, and in the 
valley wilderness times, in walking in power, and to keep walking even in failings. 
Philippians 1:6 (NKJV) 6 being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus 
Christ;  
 
Philippians 1:3–5 (NKJV) 3 I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, 4 always in every prayer of mine making request for you all with joy, 
5 for your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now,  

 
You Just keep Being Man of God 
You just keep being a man/woman after God’s own heart. 
 
A man/woman after God’s own heart – “My Heart Rests Upon Him” 
 
David King for 40 Years – But Let’s not Forget 15 Years Getting There 
David is going to be king for the next 40 years, and we are going to be studying his life as the king, imagine that he 
is king over God’s people, but may we not forget this great lesson of his life, that we can apply to ours: 

- There was a long road and a long period of time before becoming God’s king 
- And it wasn’t because of his greatness, but simply because he was a man after God’s own heart 

 
David’s Life and Us - Just Stay Man of God 
And the greatness of David’s life hereafter, and ours today forward, will always be based on this one thing, “staying 
a man/woman after God’s own heart.  I like that, as that makes life simple, and keeps life simple.  No pressures, no 
striving, simply abiding. 
John 15:4–5 (NKJV) 4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you 
abide in Me. 5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.  

 
David Invites the Valiant Men of Jabesh Gilead to Join Him (2:5-7) 
2 Samuel 2:4 Then the men of Judah came, and there they anointed David king over the house of Judah. And 
they told David, saying, “The men of Jabesh Gilead were the ones who buried Saul.”  
2 Samuel 2:5 So David sent messengers to the men of Jabesh Gilead, and said to them, “You are blessed of the 
LORD, for you have shown this kindness to your lord, to Saul, and have buried him.  
2 Samuel 2:6 And now may the LORD show kindness and truth to you. I also will repay you this kindness, because 
you have done this thing.  
2 Samuel 2:7 Now therefore, let your hands be strengthened, and be valiant; for your master Saul is dead, and 
also the house of Judah has anointed me king over them.”  
 
Some Think David Hated Saul 
So it appears there are some who think David hated Saul, and therefore he would hate the men who went and 
recovered Saul’s body that was being mocked and held up as a trophy in the land of the Philistines.  But they don’t 
know David’s heart. 
 
David Gives them Honor – Calls to Join to Make Great Nation 
David gives them honor for their valiant hearts.  David lets them know I am the king of Judah now, and I invite you 
to join me to make this a great kingdom again. 



 
God Inviting Valiant Men/Woman Today 
God is inviting valiant men and woman today to join Him in His work of reaching a world that is lost and dying.  To 
help the helpless, to bring hope to the hopeless, to bring love to those who know not love.  Will you join Him? 
 
Abner Sets Ishbosheth as King of Israel (2:8-11) 
2 Samuel 2:8 But Abner the son of Ner, commander of Saul’s army, took Ishbosheth the son of Saul and brought 
him over to Mahanaim;  
2 Samuel 2:9 and he made him king over Gilead, over the Ashurites, over Jezreel, over Ephraim, over Benjamin, 
and over all Israel.  
 
Abner – Saul’s Uncle 
Abner was Saul’s cousin. 
1 Samuel 14:50–51 (NKJV) 50 The name of Saul’s wife was Ahinoam the daughter of Ahimaaz. And the name of the commander of his army was 
Abner the son of Ner, Saul’s uncle. 51 Kish was the father of Saul, and Ner the father of Abner was the son of Abiel.  

 
Seems Honorable – But it a Power Play 
Abner seems like he is making the honorable defense for the lineage of Saul, but Abner would know, he was there. 
He knew, even Saul said David was to be the king, but he's making a move here. A power play, because he wants to 
stay in power. He truly doesn't care who's king as long as he's in power. What we see here with Abner is he's 
wrong. What he's doing here is wrong. And he's going to bring consequences of life upon many innocent men. So 
let's read on. 
 
Abner There when David Snuck into Camp / David killed Giant 
Abner was there when David came in and took the spear and water jug of Saul while the whole camp slept. In fact, 
David rebuked Abner so allowing such a breach in security. As Saul's right hand military man, his general, Abner 
totally blew it there, of his role and responsibility to protect the king. But he was there when even Saul himself 
said, "You're more righteous than I, and surely the kingdom shall be yours." So we see power play, and we see 
Abner just in the wrong place doing the wrong thing, and it's going to bring grave consequences. 
1 Samuel 17:55–56 (NKJV) 55 When Saul saw David going out against the Philistine, he said to Abner, the commander of the army, “Abner, 
whose son is this youth?” And Abner said, “As your soul lives, O king, I do not know.” 56 So the king said, “Inquire whose son this young man is.”  
 
1 Samuel 26:7 (NKJV) 7 So David and Abishai came to the people by night; and there Saul lay sleeping within the camp, with his spear stuck in 
the ground by his head. And Abner and the people lay all around him.  
 
1 Samuel 26:15–16 (NKJV) 15 So David said to Abner, “Are you not a man? And who is like you in Israel? Why then have you not guarded your 
lord the king? For one of the people came in to destroy your lord the king. 16 This thing that you have done is not good. As the LORD lives, you 
deserve to die, because you have not guarded your master, the LORD’s anointed. And now see where the king’s spear is, and the jug of water that 
was by his head.”  

 
The New Moon Feast 
Remember when David and Jonathan were doing the arrow thing and, "I won't be at dinner?" You know who I 
think would have been at dinner? Would have been Ishbosheth. He would have heard, he would have known 
about David becoming king. So he's in the wrong place. He's trying to seize a power that's not his. That's going to 
be deadly to him. So many times while we reach for things that are not ours, not what God intends them to be for 
us we can kill ourselves or it kills us. 
1 Samuel 20:24–25 (NKJV) 24 Then David hid in the field. And when the New Moon had come, the king sat down to eat the feast. 25 Now the king 
sat on his seat, as at other times, on a seat by the wall. And Jonathan arose, and Abner sat by Saul’s side, but David’s place was empty.  
 
1 Samuel 20:30–31 (NKJV) 30 Then Saul’s anger was aroused against Jonathan, and he said to him, “You son of a perverse, rebellious woman! Do 
I not know that you have chosen the son of Jesse to your own shame and to the shame of your mother’s nakedness? 31 For as long as the son of 
Jesse lives on the earth, you shall not be established, nor your kingdom. Now therefore, send and bring him to me, for he sha ll surely die.”  

 
 
 
 



Why Abner not Die? 
So here's what I don't understand is how did Abner not get killed with Saul? So everyone else around Saul got 
killed but Abner. So I'm just wondering that's your number one job is to protect the king and everyone around the 
king gets killed but you. 
 
Why Ishbosheth not in Battle? 
I also wonder why Ishbosheth wasn’t in the battle and get killed along with his brothers and father. 
 
May We Not Be Missing 
May it never be said of us, and may we purpose in our hearts today, that Lord we will never be missing from the 
battle.  May there never be a question of why we weren’t in the battle.  When a brother or sister are in a battle, 
may we come to fight along their side. 
 
2 Samuel 2:10 Ishbosheth, Saul’s son, was forty years old when he began to reign over Israel, and he reigned two 
years. Only the house of Judah followed David.  
 
Man of Shame 
Ishosheth means “man of shame”.  Not a very endearing name for a son.  Names have meanings, because words 
have meaning.  I see the lacking and failing of Saul in the leadership of his home and childrearing.   
 
Each-Baal 
Ishbosheth was also called “Esh-Baal”, as today so then, where someone may be named Richard, but they go by 
Ricky.  So it was for him.  The name Esh-Baal means “a man of Baal”, and Baal was the god of the Canaanites.  Very 
telling of how far Saul had fallen to name his son that, and very telling as names in the bible often give us details of 
the nature of a person.  So here is a man of Baal, being made king of the One True God, Jehovah’s, people and 
land. 
1 Chronicles 8:33 (NKJV) 33 Ner begot Kish, Kish begot Saul, and Saul begot Jonathan, Malchishua, Abinadab, and Esh-Baal.  

 
Mom and Dad / Keep Saying It – They Believe It 
So mom and dad, what names are you giving your children?  Oh I don’t mean calling them Emily or Camden, but I 
mean what words do they hear from you regarding them?  I was visiting one day with a family, not of this church, it 
was many years ago.  And the mother continually talked down, rough to the son.  Used words like stupid, pest, 
fool, and other such negative words; to which I said, “you know if you keep telling him these things, eventually he 
will believe it”. 
 
Many Adult Children still Suffering 
There are some here today, I know it, because I know life, and you are still suffering as adults of words that your 
parents spoke to you in your youth, or even today.  There are those suffering feeling worthless because a parent 
treated you like you were worthless, and maybe even still treat you as such in your adult life.  I know it is hard to 
be spurned by our parents, rejected, overlooked by them.  Maybe they treat everyone else around them as 
treasures, but you as nothing.  Maybe they elevate your siblings over you, and you cant understand why?  May I 
remind you of this, God’s heart rest upon you! 

• A man/woman after God’s own heart – “My Heart Rests Upon Him” 
 
2 Samuel 2:11 And the time that David was king in Hebron over the house of Judah was seven years and six 
months.  
 
7.5 years does not Force / Letting God Play it Out 
For seven and a half years David does not force northern territories to recognize him as King., David does not 
force, even though David knows that he's been called by God. What we see is a man who's letting God play it out 
and deal it out. Just like he did with Saul, David waits and lets Him deal out with his son also. And that's a good 
place for us to settle of, "I'm just going to wait for You Lord to do what You want to do. And I'm not going to force 
it, I'm just going to wait on You, and I can have peace wherever I am, whatever the situation." 



 
Combat at the Field of Sharp Swords (2:12-16) 
2 Samuel 2:12 Now Abner the son of Ner, and the servants of Ishbosheth the son of Saul, went out from 
Mahanaim to Gibeon.  
2 Samuel 2:13 And Joab the son of Zeruiah, and the servants of David, went out and met them by the pool of 
Gibeon. So they sat down, one on one side of the pool and the other on the other side of the pool.  
2 Samuel 2:14 Then Abner said to Joab, “Let the young men now arise and compete before us.” And Joab said, 
“Let them arise.”  
2 Samuel 2:15 So they arose and went over by number, twelve from Benjamin, followers of Ishbosheth the son 
of Saul, and twelve from the servants of David.  
2 Samuel 2:16 And each one grasped his opponent by the head and thrust his sword in his opponent’s side; so 
they fell down together. Therefore that place was called the Field of Sharp Swords, which is in Gibeon.  
 
12 on 12 / How Stupid 
So they gather 12 against 12, some think that it was initially intended that it was just going to be kind of wrestling 
type things, but I don't know so. I think from the beginning it was always about war, death, and so this was a 
custom in the time of the Orient in this culture. Rather than whole armies, you send your one and we'll send our 
one. We saw that picture with David and Goliath. Here we see it with, you send your 12 best, we'll send our 12 
best. Whoever wins, wins. Loser, go home, and so here we see 12 against 12, and it's just a pretty stupid thing, 
really, when you get down to it. They rush each other. Each one grabs each other head, each one pierces the 
sword at the same time, and 24 men die within 24 seconds. It's pretty foolish. That's the mentality of war, the 
stupidity of war. It is amazing that man can come to these depths of these type of things. 
 
Josephus 
The Jewish historian Josephus wrote that all these men agreed they would not fight each other to the death, that 
they would all die together rather than fight each other.  That very much seems to be what happens here: 
(12) and when Abner said to him that he had a mind to know which of them had the more valiant soldiers, it was agreed between 
them that twelve soldiers of each side should fight together. So those that were chosen out by both the generals for this fight, came 
between the two armies, and throwing their lances one against the other, they drew their swords, and catching one another by the 
head, they held one another fast, and ran each other’s swords into their sides and groins, until they all, as it were by mutual 
agreement, perished together 

 Josephus, F., & Whiston, W. (1987). The works of Josephus: complete and unabridged (p. 181). Peabody: Hendrickson. 

 
These 3 are Brothers 
So Joab, and the other two mentioned there in verse 18, they are sons of David's sister, so they are David's 
nephews, so they're family. They're next of kin. David raises up Joab immediately. One of the first things he does as 
king is he establishes his army and his military with commanders and chiefs and chiefs of staff and what not, and 
Joab is his number one man. His counterpart, as seen with Saul, was Abner. 
1 Chronicles 2:13–17 (NKJV) 13 Jesse begot Eliab his firstborn, Abinadab the second, Shimea the third, 14 Nethanel the fourth, Raddai the fifth, 15 
Ozem the sixth, and David the seventh. 16 Now their sisters were Zeruiah and Abigail. And the sons of Zeruiah were Abishai, Joab, and Asahel—
three. 17 Abigail bore Amasa; and the father of Amasa was Jether the Ishmaelite.  

 
No Mention David Sends Joab 
What we don't see here is David giving Joab the head nod, the "go ahead." We surely don't any inquiring of the 
Lord. I think what we're going to see here continually is, Joab is somehow of a loose cannon, and Joab is a warrior 
and a fighter, but definitely he's a loose cannon, and he's a formula for volatility, and he will come to a demising 
end. We will read, when Solomon becomes king. 
 
Some Real Characters 
We love as we come to people in the Bible do character studies, and we will be looking at some real characters 
here in this book.  We'll be looking at some interesting characters here in the weeks to come, with the likes of 
Abner and Joab and the likes. Always plenty of great character studies ahead of us, and I thank the Lord for that. 
That he gives us real humans, with real flesh, with real faults, with real failings, and then he tells us in Romans 15, 
hey, all these things are written examples for you, so I can read them and not have to repeat them. I can read 
them, but thankfully not have to repeat them. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/josephus?ref=JosephusLoeb.Ant+7.12&off=5&ctx=ared+to+fight%3b+(12)+~and+when+Abner+said+


Romans 15:4 (NKJV) 4 For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the 
Scriptures might have hope.  

 
The Battle Begins Between Judah and Israel (2:17) 
2 Samuel 2:17 So there was a very fierce battle that day, and Abner and the men of Israel were beaten before 
the servants of David.  
 
All Out War Breaks Out 
So it seems that they were going to do your best versus our best, and winner takes all; but since it appears they all 
kill each other instantly in that contest, an all out war begins all the armies.  We will read that ultimately David’s 
army soundly defeats the army of Saul (now Ishbosheth). 
 
Asahel Killed by Abner (2:18-23) 
2 Samuel 2:18 Now the three sons of Zeruiah were there: Joab and Abishai and Asahel. And Asahel was as fleet 
of foot as a wild gazelle.  
 
Remember Abishai 
Remember Abishai?  He was the valiant man that went with David to sneak into the camp of Saul. 
1 Samuel 26:6 (NKJV) 6 Then David answered, and said to Ahimelech the Hittite and to Abishai the son of Zeruiah, brother of Joab, saying, “Who 
will go down with me to Saul in the camp?” And Abishai said, “I will go down with you.”  

 
2 Samuel 2:19 So Asahel pursued Abner, and in going he did not turn to the right hand or to the left from 
following Abner.  
2 Samuel 2:20 Then Abner looked behind him and said, “Are you Asahel?” He answered, “I am.”  
2 Samuel 2:21 And Abner said to him, “Turn aside to your right hand or to your left, and lay hold on one of the 
young men and take his armor for yourself.” But Asahel would not turn aside from following him.  
2 Samuel 2:22 So Abner said again to Asahel, “Turn aside from following me. Why should I strike you to the 
ground? How then could I face your brother Joab?”  
2 Samuel 2:23 However, he refused to turn aside. Therefore Abner struck him in the stomach with the blunt end 
of the spear, so that the spear came out of his back; and he fell down there and died on the spot. So it was that 
as many as came to the place where Asahel fell down and died, stood still.  
 
Abner hits with Back of Spear 
So what's happening here is Abner has a spear with probably a metal tip or flint rock, and the back they would 
carve down but it didn't have that much of a point on it as the front of a spear did, and usually not metal. But in 
any case as this young man catches up to Abner Abner doesn't turn the spear with the metal point and spear him, 
Abner simply takes the back end and thrusts it backwards over his body into this young man, hits his fifth rib, so it's 
cleared the ribcage and goes all the way through the body. 
 
Asahel Gifted – Looking to Make Name 
So here we read Asahel. He is very gifted and talented, we're told, as he is a valiant warrior. He's quick like a 
gazelle. He's been given all kinds of godly gifts, but here we see a problem in that he's running off, and he's just 
wielding his passion here indiscriminately. He's not holding back. He's not inquiring of the Lord. It's going to end in 
disaster for him. There's a word here for all of us, as we look at the context of our passage today, as we've been 
talking about greatness and wanting to do great things for the Lord. I think it's a good place to continually be 
reminded not to be looking for glory, not to be looking to make a name for ourselves. Not to get ahead of what 
God's going to do. Let's slow down and be wise. This young man, he is foolish. To fight a seasoned veteran without 
body armor, it's just foolish. And to chase after a seasoned veteran by yourself, just foolish again. Abner has so 
much more war experience. As valiant as this young man may be, Abner just has way more war experience. 

 
 

Enemy has More Experience / Put on Armor / Use Gifting (Supply/Baptism)  



Let me make a spiritually application for us. So does our enemy, Satan. He has war more war experience for us, 
and we just can't be entered into these battles as we choose first. We got to put on the whole armor of God. We 
need it in our battle. Secondly, the gifting that God has given us, we need to use it wisely. Anytime that we use it 
for our personal name or recognition, God's not going to honor it. Lots of typology here as we look at these things, 
but I just encourage all of us, as I continually encourage you to seek the gifts of the Lord. Seek the gifts of the holy 
spirit, asking for the baptism of the holy spirit. That's the supply. Baptism, means the supply. God wants to supply 
to us all that we need for this greatness that he's destined for us as we walk this walk. When you read, there's a 
church of Corinth, many people abusing the gifts of a spirit that God gave them. For every New Testament 
principle, you'll find an Old Testament picture. I think we see one here. 
Ephesians 6:10–13 (NKJV) 10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that 
you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the 
whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.  
 
Ephesians 6:14–18 (NKJV) 14 Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and having 
shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 16 above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the 
fiery darts of the wicked one. 17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; 18 praying always with all 
prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints—  
 

You are never going to beat the wiles of the devil in your own natural ability, you need the Lord and His equipping, 
His equipment, to do so.  One of the things we do here as we study this Word, is learn how to use the equipment; 
Beloved don’t grow weary of the Word, don’t get tempted to go find entertainment, study this Word 
2 Timothy 2:15 (NKJV) 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word 
of truth.  

 
A Cease Fire is Called (2:24-29) 
2 Samuel 2:24 Joab and Abishai also pursued Abner. And the sun was going down when they came to the hill of 
Ammah, which is before Giah by the road to the Wilderness of Gibeon.  
2 Samuel 2:25 Now the children of Benjamin gathered together behind Abner and became a unit, and took their 
stand on top of a hill.  
2 Samuel 2:26 Then Abner called to Joab and said, “Shall the sword devour forever? Do you not know that it will 
be bitter in the latter end? How long will it be then until you tell the people to return from pursuing their 
brethren?”  
2 Samuel 2:27 And Joab said, “As God lives, unless you had spoken, surely then by morning all the people would 
have given up pursuing their brethren.”  
2 Samuel 2:28 So Joab blew a trumpet; and all the people stood still and did not pursue Israel anymore, nor did 
they fight anymore.  
2 Samuel 2:29 Then Abner and his men went on all that night through the plain, crossed over the Jordan, and 
went through all Bithron; and they came to Mahanaim.  
 
Abner calls a Truce 
So Abner regathers his forces up on the high hill and puts himself in the position that is very advantageous. You 
don't want to be fighting up hill for swords and spears, and so Abner this calls out to Joab. Says, "Man this is crazy. 
How much more are we going to go? How many more are going to die? Til we're all dead? All of us?" And we'll see 
that Joab has been bringing and gathering quite a victory, but Joab in his wisdom, as a seasoned veteran 
recognizes the fight uphill that's just not worth it, and so Joab pulls back and takes the opportunity to say, "Okay, 
we'll fight another day." 
 
So both of these commanders take opportunity to bow out gracefully and still look macho, but Abner wastes no 
time to double time and get back over the river, get away from Joab who Abner who has clearly seen, as we'll read 
in the next couple verses, has the superior army, at least in this battle. 
 
But I would say at this point, Joab does not know that his brother has been killed because we're going to see in a 
couple chapters that Joab is going to seek revenge, and we'll get there and talk about it when we get to that 
passage. 



 
The Death Toll Between the Two Armies (2:30-32) 
2 Samuel 2:30 So Joab returned from pursuing Abner. And when he had gathered all the people together, there 
were missing of David’s servants nineteen men and Asahel.  
2 Samuel 2:31 But the servants of David had struck down, of Benjamin and Abner’s men, three hundred and 
sixty men who died.  
2 Samuel 2:32 Then they took up Asahel and buried him in his father’s tomb, which was in Bethlehem. And Joab 
and his men went all night, and they came to Hebron at daybreak.  
 
They are Countryman – Killing Each Other / Philistine Rule / Be Peacemaker 
Here's a point that must be made. All of these men we're talking about here, they're brothers. They're 
countrymen. And look, you just got whooped by the Philistines. They've taken cities and land. Driven you back. 
They should be united for one common cause, the real enemy, the Philistines, but instead, they're fighting each 
other. Satan loves to get countrymen fighting each other. He's done quite a job with that lately here in the good 
old USA. He loves to get brethren, these men. There's only 12. There's only 12 tribes. That's how close their 
lineages are, and yet they fight each other. Let me just encourage, remind. We go verse by verse, so that God can 
remind us, because it's always fitting for a season that we're in. Jesus said be a peacemaker. Be a peacemaker. Not 
just with your church family, whether that's inside these walls, or the other churches. Be a peacemaker in your 
home. Be a peacemaker in your nation. Don't get divided. Don't get distracted. Don't get dragged into foolish 
battles. Be a peacemaker. Put your sword away, even as right as you may be, and then seek peace and then seek 
to bring people to the prince of peace. Always bring everybody back to Jesus, because that's only where true peace 
will be found.  So sadly, here they are. Instead of going out and fighting the Philistines, they're dividing against one 
another, and they start destroying each other from within, within their own families, within their own country. Be 
a peacemaker. If it's within your power, be a peacemaker. 
 
Jesus says If I Be Lifted Up 
Jesus said, "If I be lifted up I be drawing all men to Myself." That's our purpose, that's our calling, is to draw men 
and women to Christ. Those how don't know Him as Lord Savior, and then those who forgot the greatness that 
they're destined to be and they themselves are distracted with all these things of the world. Take them to the 
cross, let them be brought there to see Jesus high and lifted up, and then He'll draw all men to Himself.   
John 12:31–33 (NKJV) 31 Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out. 32 And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, 
will draw all peoples to Myself.” 33 This He said, signifying by what death He would die.  

 
A man/woman after God’s own heart – “My Heart Rests Upon Him” 
 
Come to Throne of Grace 
So now come to the throne of grace and spend time with the Lord, ask Him take this word and work it into your 
life. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
Prayer Guide 

• Reverence – What do we see about our Great God? 

• Response – How do I respond to all that He is? 

• Requests – What can I boldly request from Him based on this? 
• Readiness – What do I need to be on-guard against when I leave here today? 

• Reverence – How great is Our God? 
 
End of Study 
  



2 Samuel 3 
2 Samuel 3:1-11 
 
Heart of God 
I'm reminded of the story of a fellow pastor I was spending some time with last week. He is a missionary pastor in a 
church in Poland. Like all missionaries, he's learning the language, but he'll never be the great speaker of that 
language. English is his native language. So he would teach there in Poland with an interpreter. Then one day the 
interpreter, highly skilled at that, didn't make it to service, and he said, "Well, we're all here, let me at least give an 
attempt of teaching without an interpreter. Just grant me some grace." So he taught, and of course he beat up and 
butchered the Polish language as he taught the word. But the keyword is that he taught the word. At the end of his 
teaching, the people came up to him and say, "Would you please never teach again with an interpreter. We would 
rather hear your mis-punctuations and errors of the language and hear your heart, rather than have a perfect 
translation and not know what your heart is really saying. For today for the first time we heard your heart and we 
heard the heart in the teaching." 
 
My prayer today for us as we gather is that I know man gets in the way so often trying to speak on behalf of God, 
and my prayer today for you is that the heart of God would reach you apart from the human vessel, the imperfect 
human vessel. Because I know that the heart of God beats for you and he has a word for you, and he wants to 
draw you near to his heart that you can hear what's on his heart. You know what's on his heart? It's you, it's always 
you. For you're always on his heart. His heart beats for you. So let's open our word and see what God has for us 
today. 
 
Recap/Intro 
In our last study we saw David being made king over Judah (that is one of the 12 tribes of Israel) after the death of 
Saul.  It was some 15 years prior that God spoke a word to David saying that he would be the king over Israel; but 
there was 15 years between the word spoke to David, and the actual becoming king.  And for the most part those 
were some hard 15 years as probably around 10 of them were living on the run from King Saul pursuing to kill him 
so David couldn’t and wouldn’t become the next king, As soon as Judah made David king, Saul military commander 
named Abner anoints Saul’s son Ishbosheth as the king of the other 11 tribes of Israel.  So a civil war is on, will rage 
for about two years, and lets jump in at verse one and see what the Lord has for us today. 
 
Outline 2 Samuel 3:1-39: 

• The Long War between House of David and House of Saul (3:1) 

• The Sons Born to David in Hebron (3:2-5) 

• Abner Lies with a Concubine of Saul (3:6-7) 

• Abner Confronted by Ishbosheth (3:8-11) 

• Abner Defects to David (3:12) 

• David Requires the Return of His Wife Michal (3:13-16) 

• David and Abner Make a Covenant (3:17-21) 

• Joab Challenges David’s Decision (3:22-25) 

• Joab Kills Abner (3:26-27) 

• David Laments of the Death of Abner (3:28-39) 
 
Deeper than History / No one Falls in a Day 
Our chapter before us is more than history, it is much deeper than history.  We will read various pieces of past 
history today, seemingly just information about history and the building of a nation, and true that is, but there is 
much more here than that, for we will see the actions, decisions, and relationships happening in this chapter 
playing out into the future (which is now history) in a very significant way, so significant it changes the history of a 
whole nation.  We are going to see some messes being made today, that will determine many futures, and for 
many to fall, for you see, “no one falls in a day”, it was the days, weeks, months, maybe years leading up to that 
fall, that brought the fall on.  And so for us today, a message spoken to us from outside our time domain, from the 
very voice of God, that actions, decisions, and relationships we make today, we make our future also. 



The Long War between House of David and House of Saul (3:1) 
2 Samuel 3:1 Now there was a long war between the house of Saul and the house of David. But David grew 
stronger and stronger, and the house of Saul grew weaker and weaker.  
 
360 to 20 
Joab lost 20 men and Abner lost 360 in that first battle, and we see and told that that trend continued on as 
David's men strengthened while Saul's men weakened. 
2 Samuel 2:30–31 (NKJV) 30 So Joab returned from pursuing Abner. And when he had gathered all the people together, there were missing of 
David’s servants nineteen men and Asahel. 31 But the servants of David had struck down, of Benjamin and Abner’s men, three hundred and sixty 
men who died.  

 
War Strengthens Us – When we Fight the Right Enemy 
And so when you look at this, there is a spiritual application when we look at the death count here, and that is that 
David's army, after being on the run, having to fight for every nook and cranny, they became quite a seasoned 
army, very skilled, very proficient, but we look at Abner, Saul's leader, and as they wasted their time chasing David 
and not steeling and equipping themselves for battle, they just weren't in battle shape, and the same is true for us. 
It can happen spiritually when we fight the wrong person.  But when we are engaged in a war, a trial, that we are 
engaged on the count of righteousness, oh how strong we become: 
James 1:2–4 (NKJV) 2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. 4 
But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.  

 
603,550 – 601,730 / 1820 
So we see that David is growing stronger and Saul's followers are growing weaker. Very specifically, David's army is 
beating Saul's army. David's army is growing no doubt with him assuming the kingdom there for the tribe of Judah. 
He has now moved on from his 600 men and he's now expanded more so. But I find it interesting that in the book 
of Numbers there's a census taken for the men of war, those who would go and do battle on behalf of the nation 
of Israel, God's nation. In the first census there is 603,550 men of war, and that would be those who were over the 
age of 20. Read that in Numbers chapter 1.  Then in Numbers 26, a second census is taken. I'm not sure exactly 
how many years later it is. There's definitely a good period of time between there as right after we see Joshua 
being appointed the next leader who will sit under Moses’ mentoring for some time, so maybe there is somewhere 
between the 35-40 year mark, probably right on that 38 year mark since Kadesh Barnea and the unwillingness to 
enter the Promised land. So the second census number comes out to 601,730. It's a reduction of 1,820.  
Numbers 1:46 (NKJV) 46 all who were numbered were six hundred and three thousand five hundred and fifty.  
 
Numbers 26:51 (NKJV) 51 These are those who were numbered of the children of Israel: six hundred and one thousand seven hundred and thirty.  

 
Here's the point that I want to make, there is no mention over this period of time of anyone dying in the battle. 
They had come and we saw them defeat an army at Hormah, the defeating of the king of Sihon, the defeating of 
the king of Og, as we read this in Numbers 21. But nowhere was there a mention of any man dying in the 
battlefield. Even when they came to Kadesh Barnea and refused to go into the Promised Land because of a lack of 
faith, then God passes the judgment, you shall wander in the wilderness for 40 years. Then they mount a rally to 
invade the Promised Land. God said, "Don't do it, I'm not with you. Judgment has been passed." They go and make 
their futile attempt, and it says that they were scattered and ran out and fled like fleas in the attempt to take the 
Promised Land without God. But even still no mention of one man dying. 
 
You sit and you have to say, "How did the number over all this period of time from the first census to the second 
census shrink? How did they not grow in number?" Here's what we find we read in Numbers 16, 14,700 dying 
because the rebellion against Moses and Aaron, a challenge against God's leadership, and then in Numbers 25, we 
read of Israel's harlotry with the women of Moab, and 24,000 die.  And the rest of them……. Died in the wilderness 
wandering, for their lack of faith. 
Numbers 26:65 (NKJV) 65 For the LORD had said of them, “They shall surely die in the wilderness.” So there was not left a man of them, except 
Caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun.  

 
Imagine all the battles they fought along the way, that they had to fight with diminished forces.  Rather than 
increasing, they were decreasing, but still had to fight along the way. 



 
This is what we should all take note of what the enemy could not do in battle, that was the killing of the men of 
Israel, Israel could do to itself through complaining, backbiting, and willful, sinful disobedience of the flesh. What 
the enemy couldn't do through war, the people did to themselves in time of peace. What I need to say to us, we 
need every last one of us. When it comes to war, God counted to the last man and today the fact and the 
statement remains, God counts to the last man because every man and woman is needed in this battle that we 
face. I pray to you, oh Christian, rise up and join the battle. I pray and beseech thee, Christian, that you will 
separate yourself from complaining against the Lord, complaining against his body, which we call the body of 
Christ now, and that you will flee youthful lust and engage in the battle, because God needs every last man and 
woman in the battle, and may not one of us be missing. 
 
The Sons Born to David in Hebron (3:2-5) 
2 Samuel 3:2 Sons were born to David in Hebron: His firstborn was Amnon by Ahinoam the Jezreelitess;  
2 Samuel 3:3 his second, Chileab, by Abigail the widow of Nabal the Carmelite; the third, Absalom the son of 
Maacah, the daughter of Talmai, king of Geshur;  
2 Samuel 3:4 the fourth, Adonijah the son of Haggith; the fifth, Shephatiah the son of Abital;  
2 Samuel 3:5 and the sixth, Ithream, by David’s wife Eglah. These were born to David in Hebron.  
 
David Marries Gershonite Woman 
David takes a wife of a Gershonite, which is a non-Jewish lineage. David you know the word of God, and He says do 
not marry the woman of the surrounding lands as they will bring you down.  This son Absalom will be the son of 
these mentioned that will be the one that drives David out of his throne and back on the run (2 Samuel 15).  We're 
seeing kinks in the armor, for no one ever crumbles in a day.   
Deuteronomy 7:1–5 (NKJV) 1 “When the LORD your God brings you into the land which you go to possess, and has cast out many nations before 
you, the Hittites and the Girgashites and the Amorites and the Canaanites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites, seven nations 
greater and mightier than you, 2 and when the LORD your God delivers them over to you, you shall conquer them and utterly destroy them. You 
shall make no covenant with them nor show mercy to them. 3 Nor shall you make marriages with them. You shall not give your daughter to their 
son, nor take their daughter for your son. 4 For they will turn your sons away from following Me, to serve other gods; so the anger of the LORD 
will be aroused against you and destroy you suddenly. 5 But thus you shall deal with them: you shall destroy their altars, and break down their 
sacred pillars, and cut down their wooden images, and burn their carved images with fire.  

 
No one Every Falls in A Day 
 
David at Least 8 Wives 
We have six wives here in Hebron, plus Michal his first wife that he will get back before this chapter is over, and 
First Chronicles 3 is going to tell us about 1 more, so David has at least 8 wives, and he had concubines (but we 
don’t know for sure how many – we know when he flees from Absalom he will leave 10 concubines).  God 
commanded that when Israel was to have a king, the king was not to multiple wives. 
1 Chronicles 3:1–9 (NKJV) 1 Now these were the sons of David who were born to him in Hebron: The firstborn was Amnon, by Ahinoam the 
Jezreelitess; the second, Daniel, by Abigail the Carmelitess; 2 the third, Absalom the son of Maacah, the daughter of Talmai, king of Geshur; the 
fourth, Adonijah the son of Haggith; 3 the fifth, Shephatiah, by Abital; the sixth, Ithream, by his wife Eglah. 4 These six were born to him in 
Hebron. There he reigned seven years and six months, and in Jerusalem he reigned thirty-three years. 5 And these were born to him in Jerusalem: 
Shimea, Shobab, Nathan, and Solomon—four by Bathshua the daughter of Ammiel. 6 Also there were Ibhar, Elishama, Eliphelet, 7 Nogah, 
Nepheg, Japhia, 8 Elishama, Eliada, and Eliphelet—nine in all. 9 These were all the sons of David, besides the sons of the concubines, and Tamar 
their sister.  
 
2 Samuel 15:16 (NKJV) 16 Then the king went out with all his household after him. But the king left ten women, concubines, to keep the house.  
 
Deuteronomy 17:17 (NKJV) 17 Neither shall he multiply wives for himself, lest his heart turn away; nor shall he greatly multiply silver and gold for 
himself.  
 

Kink in the Armor 
Here's a kink in the armor, women will be one of his biggest failings and that will also lead him to his most known 
failure. Here's the thing, nobody crumbles in a day, nobody falls in a day. Even the day you fall, you may say, "How 
did this happen?" Let it be known, it didn't happen on that day. It started days, weeks, months, years before. No 
one crumbles in a day. 
 



No one Every Falls in A Day 
 
David Never Satisfied / Woman at the Well 
What we see here with David is one was never enough, neither was 7, even to the point David has to take another 
man's wife. We see in David one was never enough, but he'll find that there will come a one that will be too much. 
It'll be the end, and he'll pay the price for it.  He was never satisfied with what he had.  
 
I'm reminded of the story in John 4 of the woman at the well. Jesus meets her. Been through five husbands. She's 
on the sixth man who she's unmarried to. Jesus is making the statement, drink of this water, and you'll thirst again. 
Drink of Me, and you'll be fully satisfied. That woman could go from man to man, but never be satisfied, but she 
comes to the great I am, and she's satisfied once and for all. So too it is with us. For those that don't know Jesus, 
you're searching, you're thirsty, and you're looking because what you have is never enough, because what you 
have isn't the one that can bring satisfaction, Jesus Christ.  
John 4:13–18 (NKJV) 13 Jesus answered and said to her, “Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again, 14 but whoever drinks of the water that I 
shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life.” 15 
The woman said to Him, “Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst, nor come here to draw.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and 
come here.” 17 The woman answered and said, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You have well said, ‘I have no husband,’ 18 for you have 
had five husbands, and the one whom you now have is not your husband; in that you spoke truly.”  

 
Come back to First Love 
You can have Jesus, and somehow get distracted by the cares of the world all over again, and be looking, and be 
looking, find yourself unsatisfied again. You're looking to fill yourself with other things, to which the Lord will say, 
"Come, drink of me."  It's a callback. It's always a callback. God is always calling us back to the things that we 
forget, the things that we drift away. In the letter to the seven churches, in the Book of Revelation, the church in 
the city of Ephesus, God says "Come back to your first love." Many have forgot and drifted. 100 years after the 
great writing of the book of Ephesians, which is known as the Swiss Alps of the New Testament, and yet here are 
the people that the book was delivered to, the city that was revived through the Word of God, less than 100 years 
later, they've left their first love. They've forgotten, and so too it happens to us. 
Revelation 2:4–5 (NKJV) 4 Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first love. 5 Remember therefore from where you have 
fallen; repent and do the first works, or else I will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its place—unless you repent.  

 
As Deer Pants for Water 
Psalm 42, most likely written by David, who will say, "As the deer pants for the water, so my soul longs for you." 
David misguided his desire, his thirst, and it's so easy for us to do. I'm not getting down on David because it's so 
easy to do, and I've done it more times than I can count, finding myself distracted someplace, thinking that this will 
bring a joy or some type of fulfillment, but it always leaves me empty. There's only one thing that satisfies, and it's 
Jesus Christ.  May the Lord call us back to come drink of the waters that satisfy completely, may we be drawn back 
to that “One thing”. 
Psalm 42:1–2 (NKJV) 1 As the deer pants for the water brooks, So pants my soul for You, O God. 2 My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. 
When shall I come and appear before God?  
 
Psalm 27:4 (NKJV) 4 One thing I have desired of the LORD, That will I seek: That I may dwell in the house of the LORD All the days of my life, To 
behold the beauty of the LORD, And to inquire in His temple.  

 
Abner Lies with a Concubine of Saul (3:6-7) 
2 Samuel 3:6 Now it was so, while there was war between the house of Saul and the house of David, that Abner 
was strengthening his hold on the house of Saul.  
2 Samuel 3:7 And Saul had a concubine, whose name was Rizpah, the daughter of Aiah. So Ishbosheth said to 
Abner, “Why have you gone in to my father’s concubine?”  
 
Abner Strengthen Hold – Ishbosheth a Puppet King 
But we see Abner strengthen his grip on Israel, so we're clearly being told that Ishbosheth is a puppet king, the 
true power running through Abner. It's not just running through Abner, it's running to Abner's head, and here we 
see him, his next step with the concubine. 
 



Abner Making Statement 
With Abner going into Saul's concubine, which, when Ishobeth became king, the concubines really transferred to 
him and with him in that concubines and the ownership of them, the possession of them, of a prior king, when a 
new king took them, showed to the kingdom, "I have assumed authority. I am now the king. I took over his throne 
and his women, his manliness. His vitality. I have the strength now to be king, to be military commander and to be 
and do all that a man is." The more women the king had supposedly projected the more power that he has. 
 
Abner Confronted by Ishbosheth (3:8-11) 
2 Samuel 3:8 Then Abner became very angry at the words of Ishbosheth, and said, “Am I a dog’s head that 
belongs to Judah? Today I show loyalty to the house of Saul your father, to his brothers, and to his friends, and 
have not delivered you into the hand of David; and you charge me today with a fault concerning this woman?  
2 Samuel 3:9 May God do so to Abner, and more also, if I do not do for David as the LORD has sworn to him—  
 
Abner Knows the Will of God – David to be King 
Verse 9, Abner knows the promises of God, yet he ignores it. He's a man of the flesh, he's a man of pride. He's 
everything that we read of in 1 John, all that is in the world is the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the 
pride of life. 
1 John 2:16–17 (NKJV) 16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of 
the world. 17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.  

 
2 Samuel 3:10 to transfer the kingdom from the house of Saul, and set up the throne of David over Israel and 
over Judah, from Dan to Beersheba.”  
 
From Dan to Beersheba 
Now that statement from Dan to Beersheba. That became the same in Israel. It was the mark the northern farthest 
point and the southern farthest point and define the kingdom. Everyone would know from Dan to Beersheba. But 
you know, the thing about this is that wasn't the land that God had given Dan. They didn't want to stay and fight 
the inheritance that God gave them. They went up and they raided. They were marauders. They were no different 
than the people of the Canaanites in what they did to an innocent group of people, slaughtering them and then 
taking their land and then calling it now their inheritance, because they were afraid to fight the giants that were in 
their land. They were afraid to go and uproot the things, the squatters, that were in the land that God had 
promised them through Joshua. So now here we are, some 350-400 years later, and everybody just calls it Dan to 
Beersheba. Everybody just settles in and accepts that this is what it is. 
 
I think we can do that. There can be some besetting sins in our life that we don't battle. We are afraid to rid them 
out. We are afraid to uproot them at whatever the cost, no matter how uncomfortable, no matter the calling of 
God, and we let them exist. Then we go and we set up camp. We set up a front somewhere as if we got it all 
together, but we're not all together because we're not all there. Meaning we're not where God wants us to be. 
We're not doing what God wants us to do. And Dan will always be the one who will be the most vulnerable, and 
they will be the first ones that are taken into captivity. They're the first one to fall into idol worship. They're the 
first one to be taken captivity when the Assyrians come from the north, because they didn't put themselves in the 
hedged place down where they were supposed to be. 
 
And so too it is with us. We can relocate, if you would. We can readjust our lives. We can redefine what we believe 
to be God's will. We can redefine his word to say, "That word doesn't apply to me. I'm a special circumstance." Or 
even say, "Look at the will of God, how wise he was by putting me here," like God changed his mind of his work. 
God never changes his mind. But we can be like Dan, and we can let things stay and not uproot them. Redefine our 
definition of his will. And things can be well. But as we've said through this whole study, no one ever crumbles in a 
day, and Dan will find themselves in idol worship and then taken away into captivity, and they may have even said, 
"How did this happen? How did God allow this to happen? Why in this day, did God allow this?" Not realizing that 
it wasn't that day or day before. It was weeks, months, years coming together and eventually comes the big fall. 
No one crumbles in a day. 



Joshua 19:40–48 (NKJV) 40 The seventh lot came out for the tribe of the children of Dan according to their families. 41 And the territory of their 
inheritance was Zorah, Eshtaol, Ir Shemesh, 42 Shaalabbin, Aijalon, Jethlah, 43 Elon, Timnah, Ekron, 44 Eltekeh, Gibbethon, Baalath, 45 Jehud, Bene 
Berak, Gath Rimmon, 46 Me Jarkon, and Rakkon, with the region near Joppa. 47 And the border of the children of Dan went beyond these, 
because the children of Dan went up to fight against Leshem and took it; and they struck it with the edge of the sword, took possession of it, and 
dwelt in it. They called Leshem, Dan, after the name of Dan their father. 48 This is the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Dan according to 
their families, these cities with their villages.  
 
Judges 18:27–31 (NKJV) 27 So they took the things Micah had made, and the priest who had belonged to him, and went to Laish, to a people 
quiet and secure; and they struck them with the edge of the sword and burned the city with fire. 28 There was no deliverer, because it was far 
from Sidon, and they had no ties with anyone. It was in the valley that belongs to Beth Rehob. So they rebuilt the city and dwelt there. 29 And 
they called the name of the city Dan, after the name of Dan their father, who was born to Israel. However, the name of the city formerly was 
Laish. 30 Then the children of Dan set up for themselves the carved image; and Jonathan the son of Gershom, the son of Manasseh, and his sons 
were priests to the tribe of Dan until the day of the captivity of the land. 31 So they set up for themselves Micah’s carved image which he made, 
all the time that the house of God was in Shiloh.  

 
No one Every Falls in A Day 
 
2 Samuel 3:11 And he could not answer Abner another word, because he feared him.  
 
The Kings Harem 
When a king had a harem, it was a declaration and demonstration of his power. The bigger the harem, the greater 
the king, and we'll see that continually as we get into our study of kings, and so when a new king would come on 
the scene, whether by forced power or assuming the throne through the lineage of his father, the harem would be 
assumed to him as part of the sign of the power, and so he would either have relations with the harem as a 
declaration of his power or that harem would simply be put aside and no man would touch that harem out of 
respect to the prior king. 
 
In either case, the harem was not open for any man to touch except the former king or the new king, so for Abner 
to come and touch any one of the women on the harem, now you have a great act against the king and his 
kingdom. It's a challenge to his power, it's a challenge to his respect, so Ishobeth has every right to be upset and 
we'll see that Abner is a man of the flesh because first he touched one of the women of the harem and secondly, 
the way he reacts, that he's willing to turn this quickly on the new king. Surely a man of the flesh demonstrated it 
in all aspects here with his touching of the harem with his anointing and setting up the puppet king, Ishobeth, and 
above all, disregarding God's chosen one, David, who is rightly given the throne. 
 
One Relationship Changes a Whole Nation 
Isn't it interesting how one relationship can change whole nations, can change whole destinies? Here we see Abner 
with this relationship with this woman changes his destiny which will ultimately end in death before we finish the 
chapter. It's gonna change Ishobeth's destiny as he will be left unguarded and he will die before the end of the 
next chapter, and it should be noted how our relationships that we have can change whole destinies, and I'm not 
talking about the physical relationships as we're looking at here with Abner, because it's always greater and deeper 
than that. I'm talking about how one relationship can change a whole destiny of a family. Someone gets hanging 
out with the wrong person and a destiny of a family is changed. Somebody makes a decision to yolk themselves 
with some other person, whether that business or physical or financial, whatever it might be, and a whole destiny 
can change. 
 
I think the takeaway for us that we need to consider here is we do need to really be cautious and consider all the 
relationships that we are in or we're gonna enter into and think them through. Should I be aligned with this 
person? Could even a moment with this person change my whole future? Because we can see story after story 
through these scriptures, and the answer is yes and that we need to choose wisely. 
 
 
 
 
 



Conclusion 
 
David the Sweet Psalmist 
So we see have set the tone for the rest of our chapter, and very much the rest of the kingship of David.  David is 
making some poor decisions, taking some wrong actions, entering into bad relationships…….. 
 
But 
 
When David signs off at the end of his life, he's not going to call himself the king, the statesman, the giant slayer, 
the warrior. He's going to simply identify himself as the sweet Psalmist, because he knows that was the only place 
that he ever fully was satisfied, when he had his oneness, as his heart was connected, a man after God's own 
heart, when his heart rested upon him, and God's heart rested upon him, and whom my heart rests is what that 
idiom is spoken of over and over in Israel. Then today, he'll identify himself as the sweet Psalmist. That's where I 
found my greatest satisfaction, sitting at his feet, connecting hearts together. 
Psalm 42:1–2 (NKJV) 1 As the deer pants for the water brooks, So pants my soul for You, O God. 2 My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. 
When shall I come and appear before God?  
 
Psalm 27:4 (NKJV) 4 One thing I have desired of the LORD, That will I seek: That I may dwell in the house of the LORD All the days of my life, To 
behold the beauty of the LORD, And to inquire in His temple.  
 
2 Samuel 23:1 (NKJV) 1 Now these are the last words of David. Thus says David the son of Jesse; Thus says the man raised up on high, The 
anointed of the God of Jacob, And the sweet psalmist of Israel:  

 
Come to Throne of Grace 
So now come to the throne of grace and spend time with the Lord, ask Him take this word and work it into your 
life. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
Prayer Guide 

• Reverence – What do we see about our Great God? 

• Response – How do I respond to all that He is? 

• Requests – What can I boldly request from Him based on this? 

• Readiness – What do I need to be on-guard against when I leave here today? 

• Reverence – How great is Our God? 
 
End of Study 
 
 
  



2 Samuel 3:12-39 
 
Rabbi’s and Scholars 
It was interesting to me as I was reading some of today’s Jewish scholars and rabbi’s regarding the census that we 
looked at last week, where the count was 603,550 men over the age of 20 (those who were of age to go to war).  
As in times past I say if every man had a wife and 2 children, which I think is a modest estimate, then we would 
have the Nation if Israel at around 2.5 million people.  I was surprised to find how many Jewish scholars and rabbi’s 
today saying that the number had to be exaggerated.  Meaning, that the account given in the Scriptures was false, 
therefore the very scriptures are in error.  They say the reason being that it has to be exaggerated is because it is 
impossible to sustain 2+ million people in the wilderness.  They said there would not be enough water, there 
would not be enough food, and they point to archeology and say the archeological evidence does not support 2+ 
million people wandering the wilderness for 40 years.  And people believe them, and subscribe to their reasoning, 
and thus diminish the account of the story told in the Holy Scriptures. 
 
They miss that God provided them water from the rock, that God gave them manna from heaven, and the reason 
there is no archeological trace of them is because God supernaturally maintained their shoes and clothing that 
they did not wear out, thus strewed throughout the land isn’t a bunch of trash.  And, if you were moving every 
other day, every other week, how light would you be traveling, how much stuff would you really be carrying?  If 
you didn’t have a home to store stuff, and make stuff, how valuable would be the things that you had? 
Deuteronomy 8:1–5 (NKJV) 1 “Every commandment which I command you today you must be careful to observe, that you may live and multiply, 
and go in and possess the land of which the LORD swore to your fathers. 2 And you shall remember that the LORD your God led you all the way 
these forty years in the wilderness, to humble you and test you, to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep His commandments or 
not. 3 So He humbled you, allowed you to hunger, and fed you with manna which you did not know nor did your fathers know, that He might 
make you know that man shall not live by bread alone; but man lives by every word that proceeds from the mouth of the LORD. 4 Your garments 
did not wear out on you, nor did your foot swell these forty years. 5 You should know in your heart that as a man chastens his son, so the LORD 
your God chastens you.  
 
Exodus 17:5–6 (NKJV) 5 And the LORD said to Moses, “Go on before the people, and take with you some of the elders of Israel. Also take in your 
hand your rod with which you struck the river, and go. 6 Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock in Horeb; and you shall strike the rock, 
and water will come out of it, that the people may drink.” And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel.  
 
Nehemiah 9:19–21 (NKJV) 19 Yet in Your manifold mercies You did not forsake them in the wilderness. The pillar of the cloud did not depart from 
them by day, To lead them on the road; Nor the pillar of fire by night, To show them light, And the way they should go. 20 You also gave Your 
good Spirit to instruct them, And did not withhold Your manna from their mouth, And gave them water for their thirst. 21 Forty years You 
sustained them in the wilderness; They lacked nothing; Their clothes did not wear out And their feet did not swell.  

 
So these scholars and rabbi’s today are the ones who teach and lead others.  And what they are teaching, and 
leading others to, is that God is powerless, that he doesn’t have the power to do great things.  That all is natural, 
and there is no supernatural, therefore you are on your own.  And, they are without saying it, saying it, that this 
Word isn’t inspired, is not the very Word of God.  Therefore the Word they read, is as powerless as the God they 
believe.   
 
We say nearly every study, boldly come to the throne of grace that you may find mercy and help in your time of 
need (Hebrews 4:16).  But if we don’t believe in the verse one inch above that one (Hebrews 4:12), why would we 
come, come for what, if we don’t believe He is who He says He is and can do what he says He can do? 
Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  
 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

 
But we believe this Word, and because we do, we come to a fountain of power every Sunday, every morning, 
every study we gather together to do (men’s, woman’s, youth, children’s).  A fountain of power ready to be 
unleashed and poured out upon us.  Just like the water from the rock gushing out, just like the manna from heaven 
raining down, pure power! 
 



Hebrews 4:12 says pure power, and Proverbs 30:5 says every word (that is every word we read today) is pure 
(means to be refined in a furnace and found to be perfect, sure, solid, and trustworthy).  And notice the next line 
makes the Word and God synonymous, that “He” (God – the Word) are a shield (a guard, a protector, a defense).   
Proverbs 30:5–6 (NKJV) 5 Every word of God is pure; He is a shield to those who put their trust in Him. 6 Do not add to His words, Lest He rebuke 

you, and you be found a liar.  

 
Today we open up pure power, and it is a shield, and it is our help, it is the very voice of God, the very heart of 
God. 
 
So let’s see what the Word of God speaks to us today.  And is not that we are going through the Bible (as we go 
verse-by-verse), but that the Bible, God Himself, is going through us.  And when God moves through your life, that 
is pure power! 
 
Recap/Intro 
So in our last study, David is king of Judah (that is 1 of the 11 tribes), and Saul’s son Ishbosheth is king of the other 
11 tribes of Israel.  Ishbosheth is a puppet king, set up and controlled by king Saul’s former military commander 
Abner, and we will see an eruption and falling out between Ishbosheth and Abner in our passage today, and we 
will see consequences and ramifications that affect the whole nation.  And as always, God has a word for each of 
us for our lives today, as He gives us examples for our living today, so we can live the abundant Christian life that 
He has promised us: 
Romans 15:4 (NKJV) 4 For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the 
Scriptures might have hope.  
 
John 10:10 (NKJV) 10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may 
have it more abundantly.  

 
Outline 2 Samuel 3:1-39: 

• The Long War between House of David and House of Saul (3:1) 

• The Sons Born to David in Hebron (3:2-5) 

• Abner Lies with a Concubine of Saul (3:6-7) 

• Abner Confronted by Ishbosheth (3:8-11) 

• Abner Defects to David (3:12) 

• David Requires the Return of His Wife Michal (3:13-16) 

• David and Abner Make a Covenant (3:17-21) 

• Joab Challenges David’s Decision (3:22-25) 

• Joab Kills Abner (3:26-27) 

• David Laments of the Death of Abner (3:28-39) 
 
Abner Defects to David (3:12) 
2 Samuel 3:6 Now it was so, while there was war between the house of Saul and the house of David, that Abner 
was strengthening his hold on the house of Saul.  
2 Samuel 3:7 And Saul had a concubine, whose name was Rizpah, the daughter of Aiah. So Ishbosheth said to 
Abner, “Why have you gone in to my father’s concubine?”  
2 Samuel 3:8 Then Abner became very angry at the words of Ishbosheth, and said, “Am I a dog’s head that 
belongs to Judah? Today I show loyalty to the house of Saul your father, to his brothers, and to his friends, and 
have not delivered you into the hand of David; and you charge me today with a fault concerning this woman?  
2 Samuel 3:9 May God do so to Abner, and more also, if I do not do for David as the LORD has sworn to him—  
2 Samuel 3:10 to transfer the kingdom from the house of Saul, and set up the throne of David over Israel and 
over Judah, from Dan to Beersheba.”  
2 Samuel 3:11 And he could not answer Abner another word, because he feared him.  
2 Samuel 3:12 Then Abner sent messengers on his behalf to David, saying, “Whose is the land?” saying also, 
“Make your covenant with me, and indeed my hand shall be with you to bring all Israel to you.”  
 
 



The Kings Harem 
When a king had a harem, it was a declaration and demonstration of his power. The bigger the harem, the greater 
the king, and we'll see that continually as we get into our study of kings, and so when a new king would come on 
the scene, whether by forced power or assuming the throne through the lineage of his father, the harem would be 
assumed to him as part of the sign of the power, and so he would either have relations with the harem as a 
declaration of his power or that harem would simply be put aside and no man would touch that harem out of 
respect to the prior king. 
 
In either case, the harem was not open for any man to touch except the former king or the new king, so for Abner 
to come and touch any one of the women on the harem, now you have a great act against the king and his 
kingdom. It's a challenge to his power, it's a challenge to his respect, so Ishobeth has every right to be upset and 
we'll see that Abner is a man of the flesh because first he touched one of the women of the harem and secondly, 
the way he reacts, that he's willing to turn this quickly on the new king. Surely a man of the flesh demonstrated it 
in all aspects here with his touching of the harem with his anointing and setting up the puppet king, Ishobeth, and 
above all, disregarding God's chosen one, David, who is rightly given the throne. 
 
Covenant / Abner Defects 
So Abner, because of pride, determines now to defect to David and bring all of Israel with him.  The word here for 
covenant as it was used in the ay of this culture meant ‘a military and political covenant’.   Abner doesn’t want to 
be king, he just wants the lust of the flesh, pride, and power.  But as for leading and caring for people, it is obvious 
that is not what he is in it for.  So he figures if he defects to David, he will no doubt get to keep all three of these 
things because David will owe him.   
 
Be Careful Who Make Covenants With 
David, I know you are wanting the best, a unified Nation, but careful who you make covenants with, for though 
you both have a common interest, the motive and heart can be total polar-opposites.  And so is the word for us, 
we need to be careful who make covenants, agreements with, for although we may have the same common 
interest, their heart and motive may be totally polar-opposites.  That is in ministry, business, and relationships. 
 
David Requires the Return of His Wife Michal (3:13-16) 
2 Samuel 3:13 And David said, “Good, I will make a covenant with you. But one thing I require of you: you shall 
not see my face unless you first bring Michal, Saul’s daughter, when you come to see my face.”  
2 Samuel 3:14 So David sent messengers to Ishbosheth, Saul’s son, saying, “Give me my wife Michal, whom I 
betrothed to myself for a hundred foreskins of the Philistines.”  
2 Samuel 3:15 And Ishbosheth sent and took her from her husband, from Paltiel the son of Laish.  
2 Samuel 3:16 Then her husband went along with her to Bahurim, weeping behind her. So Abner said to him, 
“Go, return!” And he returned.  
 
Ishbosheth Complies / Abner Playing Chess – Ishobeth Playing Checkers 
So, Ishbosheth has made a covenant with Abner, and is now at the will of Abner.  He complies with David, no 
doubt in fear of Abner, that he will do whatever Abner says because he needs Abner to stay on the throne.  Giving 
Michal (Saul’s daughter) back to David is a very poor political move, but he is backed into a corner and will do 
whatever he has to, to keep Abner happy – not realizing that Abner is playing political chess, while Ishobeth is 
playing checkers. 
 
Saul Gave Michal Away – About 10-15 Years Ago 
If you recall, when David went on the run, Saul took his wife, Michal, who was Saul's daughter, and gave it to 
another man. Here's the coming around of that story. Saul's purpose was to grieve and wound David by taking his 
wife, and of course, separating David from any connection and lineage to Saul's very throne. As long as David was 
married to Saul's daughter, then people could say David has some type of avenue and pathway to Saul's throne. So 
Saul's gonna shut that down by taking David's wife from him, Michal, who was Saul's daughter. 
1 Samuel 18:25–27 (NKJV) 25 Then Saul said, “Thus you shall say to David: ‘The king does not desire any dowry but one hundred foreskins of the 
Philistines, to take vengeance on the king’s enemies.’ ” But Saul thought to make David fall by the hand of the Philistines. 26 So when his servants 



told David these words, it pleased David well to become the king’s son-in-law. Now the days had not expired; 27 therefore David arose and went, 
he and his men, and killed two hundred men of the Philistines. And David brought their foreskins, and they gave them in full count to the king, 
that he might become the king’s son-in-law. Then Saul gave him Michal his daughter as a wife.  
 
1 Samuel 25:44 (NKJV) 44 But Saul had given Michal his daughter, David’s wife, to Palti the son of Laish, who was from Gallim.  

 
Why Does David Want her Back? 
Maybe he loved her, it's hard to tell because she's now wife number 7 in total. She may have been wife number 1 
in order, but in total she was wife number 7, so it's kind of hard to tell whether David has a heart of love for her or 
whether this is political positioning 

 
Feel Sorry – But Not Really / Another’s Wife – Kings Wealth 
I do feel sorry for this man in the sense of it appears that he truly did love Michal, and his heart is grieved and 
broken of the taking away of her, but it would also mean that all the riches that Michal had by being a king's 
daughter, this man would no longer have benefit to. And so we don't know the man's heart, but there is something 
to be said as he was willing to take David's wife when it was clearly, she was David's wife, and make her his own 
wife, because Saul's political movement. 
 
If I Die – I Die 
I feel sorry for him, in a sense, then I go, no, I don't. He took another man's wife. I don't feel sorry for you. And the 
argument can be made, but the king gave him her. He had to do what the king said, to which the answer still 
comes, no you don't. And Christian, no you don't. We don't have to comply with what the world puts on us and 
demands of us, even if it comes down to "King, I won't take your daughter." To which the king could say, "Then I 
will kill you." And the place for the man, woman of God has to be, "Then so be it. Kill me." We have to be willing to 
die and say, "So be it," when the world wants to push down upon us and say, "This is what you must do," whereas 
we say, "No. I will not do it. If it's against God's word, then that settles it." 
 
If you are in some employment situation and they want you to do something unethical or immoral, and the fear is 
that you will lose your job if you don’t; then you lose your job!  You honor the Lord, and you trust the Lord to 
provide, but if you go on unemployment, then you go on unemployment!  If you die, you die, rather than yield to 
the king (Satan) and culture of this world.  I remember years ago when I was working for a company down in the 
south a manager calling me in his office at 6am, and just going off on me, saying what are you trying to do, get me 
fired, I thought you were on my team, how could allow this report to go out with this bad news, you need to fix 
this.  To which it would be a lying and deception to do so if I did.  He tried the master manipulation, to fear him 
and his power, and to manipulate me to feel like I am on his team and aren’t I special.  Yes he had the power to get 
me fired, one phone call, and I am unemployed.  To which I said to myself, if I die, I die, I will not dishonor you Lord 
to save my comfortable life. 
 
As I walked into his office he was using the Lord’s name in vain, and he had said in a vain way Jesus Christ….. to 
which I said, “isn’t he wonderful”, he goes what?  I said Jesus, isn’t he wonderful, name above all names, such a 
good God.  Yes he tried, but in the end he knew there was a power within that he could not move or overthrow. 
 
You have the Power 
See those situations those people think they have the power, that we are weaker, and they do…….. until you and I 
come to a place where we say to ourselves, if I die, I die!  Then we hold the total power, because we fear 
NOTHING, we trust our Lord, we trust His promises, and we can say what David said in Psalm, even 10,000 people 
come against me I will not fear, for YOU Lord are my shield. If I die, I die, regardless of what the world and culture 
demands of me, and you will be the one in power, not them! 
Psalm 3 (NKJV) A Psalm of David When He Fled from Absalom His Son. 1 LORD, how they have increased who trouble me! Many are they who rise 
up against me. 2 Many are they who say of me, “There is no help for him in God.” Selah 3 But You, O LORD, are a shield for me, My glory and the 
One who lifts up my head. 4 I cried to the LORD with my voice, And He heard me from His holy hill. Selah 5 I lay down and slept; I awoke, for the 
LORD sustained me. 6 I will not be afraid of ten thousands of people Who have set themselves against me all around. 7 Arise, O LORD; Save me, O 
my God! For You have struck all my enemies on the cheekbone; You have broken the teeth of the ungodly. 8 Salvation belongs to the LORD. Your 
blessing is upon Your people. Selah  

 



David and Abner Make a Covenant (3:17-21) 
2 Samuel 3:17 Now Abner had communicated with the elders of Israel, saying, “In time past you were seeking 
for David to be king over you.  
2 Samuel 3:18 Now then, do it! For the LORD has spoken of David, saying, ‘By the hand of My servant David, I will 
save My people Israel from the hand of the Philistines and the hand of all their enemies.’ ”  
2 Samuel 3:19 And Abner also spoke in the hearing of Benjamin. Then Abner also went to speak in the hearing of 
David in Hebron all that seemed good to Israel and the whole house of Benjamin.  
2 Samuel 3:20 So Abner and twenty men with him came to David at Hebron. And David made a feast for Abner 
and the men who were with him.  
2 Samuel 3:21 Then Abner said to David, “I will arise and go, and gather all Israel to my lord the king, that they 
may make a covenant with you, and that you may reign over all that your heart desires.” So David sent Abner 
away, and he went in peace.  
 
David and Abner are No Strangers 
David and Abner are no strangers, as we have seen. They were at dinner together when David would eat at Saul's 
table before the separation. Abner was there when David killed Goliath. No doubt they would have went out to 
war together. At one time Abner would have been second to David as David was leading the great victories with 
10,000 victors to Saul's 1,000. 
1 Samuel 17:55–56 (NKJV) 55 When Saul saw David going out against the Philistine, he said to Abner, the commander of the army, “Abner, 
whose son is this youth?” And Abner said, “As your soul lives, O king, I do not know.” 56 So the king said, “Inquire whose son this young man is 
 
House of Benjamin 
The repetitive references to the house of Benjamin is because Saul is from the house of Benjamin. So that ... to get 
the other ten to follow, Abner knows he has to get Benjamin to follow. We see a political move here. It's all 
politics. He could care less about David's calling, because if he did, he would have followed David from the 
beginning. We see a man seeking his own fortune. 
 
David Did Not Inquire of the Lord 
David here is inviting Abner to dinner, great feast, makes a covenant. It all sounds good, sounds like he's seeking 
unity and no doubt that he is, but here's one problem that we see. David doesn't inquire of the Lord. We've read 
him inquiring of the Lord. "Should I go chase after those who stole my wife and the kids after Ziklag raided?" God 
says yes, go. We see after the death of Saul, he inquires of the Lord, "Should I go up to Judah?" God says yes. Then 
he even asks specifically, "What city should I go to?" Got says Hebron. David has this connection back to God but 
then here we see in a moment, logic surpassing the wisdom of inquiring of the Lord. Here we see he makes this 
covenant with Abner without seeking the Lord. 
 
We know Abner's motive is wrong. Joab's gonna come and accuse Abner of using this as a means to gather intel 
but we know Joab's had ulterior motive because of revenge for the death of his brother, so we can't fully say at 
this time is this is the will of the Lord or not because what we don't have is David inquiring of the Lord and the 
specific word from the Lord saying, "Yes, make the covenant." 
 
What I want you to see here, because how many times have we done this? We made logical decisions. We didn't 
inquire of the Lord because it seemed to make sense. Of course I want a unified kingdom. What's there to pray 
about? Well, we don't know if Abner was gonna unify the kingdom and then steal the power from David like he 
stole it from Ishobeth, but although David doesn't inquire of the Lord and a mess comes, a great mess comes out 
of this, it's gonna take some time to un-sort this.  
 
But – Even in Error God still With David 
I want you to see this. David's heart was still a compassionate heart and a sensitive heart. Look at him here at the 
end of the chapter. He's morning for Abner. Even in his errs and his failings, we see this compassionate heart of 
David, and you know what? You can have a sensitive heart, a compassionate heart and still be a person who makes 
some bad decisions creating some messes out of them. 
 



So we see as always consequences of decisions made apart from inquiring of the Lord, yet we are still covered by 
the mercy of God, divine pity. Yeah, there's consequences from the poor decisions, but God still has mercy on us 
and God, who is near to us, never leaves us, never forsakes us, even in the messes that we make, because for 
David, Psalm 27, the one thing I desire, David still always one thing was the Lord. Didn't mean he was gonna be 
perfect because of one thing he desired was the Lord, but it still doesn't negate when he's imperfect, that the one 
thing he desired wasn't the Lord, and that's a word for all of us. 
Psalm 27:4 (NKJV) 4 One thing I have desired of the LORD, That will I seek: That I may dwell in the house of the LORD All the days of my life, To 
behold the beauty of the LORD, And to inquire in His temple.  

 
On Whom My Heart Rest 
We too, as David, are men and women after God's own heart. The word "after" means "knitted, woven, together, 
joined together," and we said in the Hebrew culture the idiom is on whom my heart rests. Our heart still rests on 
the Lord even in our failings and mistakes. Maybe even more so after them, and God says "my heart rests upon 
you." God's heart never leaves us based on perfection and imperfection. His heart rests upon us because his heart 
is upon us. 
 
What Mess have You Made? 
So I say, Christian beloved ones, what mess has you made? God says, "I'm with you. We'll walk through this 
together. Take my hand, take my yolk upon you. I'm gentle and lowly. We can walk this together and we can work 
this out regardless of the mess, because my heart rests upon you." God didn't go to the cross to punish us, he went 
to the cross to take our punishment. God didn't go to the cross to separate from us, God went to the cross to make 
us one with him, and so many times we think when we've blown it, that now we're separated. That was taken care 
of 2,000 years ago on a cross. When we make these bad decisions, or enter into bad things, God's still there 
because his heart rests upon us. 
 
I've found in my life personally that pain, whether brought on by a fallen world or a fallen me, fuels the passion in 
me for my one thing more than anything, to which I say if you are standing on a mountain top, enjoy the view and 
the fresh air, but if you are in a valley, in a deep valley, use it. Let that pain inspire you and fuel you to greater 
things with the Lord. Let it be the kindling of that one thing because, brothers, mountain valleys give you 
wonderful views of our good, good father who we're told through the scripture is abounding in mercy and 
compassionate and his heart rests upon us because he loves you. 
 
Joab Challenges David’s Decision (3:22-25) 
2 Samuel 3:22 At that moment the servants of David and Joab came from a raid and brought much spoil with 
them. But Abner was not with David in Hebron, for he had sent him away, and he had gone in peace.  
2 Samuel 3:23 When Joab and all the troops that were with him had come, they told Joab, saying, “Abner the 
son of Ner came to the king, and he sent him away, and he has gone in peace.”  
 
King Not Out to War 
We know David, his great fall as he looks upon the terrace and sees Bathsheba, and we know the rest of the story, 
but a key word that's spoken there is that time was the time when kings went out to war, but David didn't go out 
to war, and here we see David not going out to war. We think that there was an immediate fall with Bathsheba, 
but there wasn't. It was slowly over time. We already see the kink in the armor that would set this up. Joab is going 
out on the raids, and David is in Hebron. David's not leading the raids, and not going out on the raids. David is in 
Hebron. No one ever crumbles in a day, and what we'll read about Bathsheba, let us not forget about today, what 
we read as we see David putting some kinks in the armor that will open himself up for a final blow that will hit him 
hard. 
1 Chronicles 20:1 (NKJV) 1 It happened in the spring of the year, at the time kings go out to battle, that Joab led out the armed forces and 
ravaged the country of the people of Ammon, and came and besieged Rabbah. But David stayed at Jerusalem. And Joab defeated Rabbah and 
overthrew it.  

 
No one Every Falls in A Day 
 



2 Samuel 3:24 Then Joab came to the king and said, “What have you done? Look, Abner came to you; why is it 
that you sent him away, and he has already gone?  
2 Samuel 3:25 Surely you realize that Abner the son of Ner came to deceive you, to know your going out and 
your coming in, and to know all that you are doing.”  
 
Joab has Ulterior Motives 
So what we see Joab comes to David and says, "Hey, we can't make a covenant with this guy. You can't trust him. 
He's going to betray you." And it sounds good, but truly, here is the underlying reason we're told, is he wants 
revenge for Abner killing his younger brother Ashiau. It's nothing to do with protecting David and protecting the 
kingdom. It's pure motivation of revenge. 
2 Samuel 3:26–27 (NKJV) 26 And when Joab had gone from David’s presence, he sent messengers after Abner, who brought him back from the 
well of Sirah. But David did not know it. 27 Now when Abner had returned to Hebron, Joab took him aside in the gate to speak with him privately, 
and there stabbed him in the stomach, so that he died for the blood of Asahel his brother.  

 
Consistent Theme – Revenge 
And you and I are going to read a consistent theme, not to spoil it, but we will see this over and over through the 
story of our kings, all the way from David through the last of the kings, and that is revenge.  So Joab, his revenge is 
unrestrained. Though Abner had wrong motives, there still was something that was happening, and that was that 
Abner was drawling the 11 tribes to David. Abner was bringing these people to David and here was the opportunity 
for a united kingdom. But Joab's revenge causes it to be cut short. He cuts off the gathering of one nation with his 
revenge against the one person. 
 
Let God Distribute Justice - you Distribute Grace 
Regarding revenge, just let it go. Really, just let it go. Let God be the distributor of justice. You be the distributor of 
grace; let God be the distributor of justice, and he will bring justice to pass. It might not be on your timing, but God 
does not wink an eye at the injustice. 
Romans 12:19–21 (NKJV) 19 Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” 
says the Lord. 20 Therefore “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; If he is thirsty, give him a drink; For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his 
head.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.  

 
So Sad – A Person’s desire for Revenge Robs a Whole Nation 
Regarding Joab, it's sad to me how many times I've seen one person's deep desire for revenge, how it will prevent 
not just individual but groups of individuals having a unity and a reconciliation and a oneness because they'd 
rather, for their one sole anger and bitterness rob unity among a whole family, a whole body, even a whole nation. 
 
No Respect for the King 
Joab comes to King David, shows him honor, shows him no respect, lays the challenge, "What are you doing? Why 
are you doing this? I'll have to go and clean up your mess," but we know that he has an ulterior motive. His is not a 
righteous one and surely not right before the Lord, and we'll see, but I can think of myself, how many times I've 
come into the presence of the Lord, my Lord, said, "What're you doing? Why are you doing what you're doing?" 
I've questioned him, I've challenged him, asked him where he's at, what could possibly good come out of this plan? 
I'm reminded in humility the role of king and subject, master and servant. Speak, Lord, your servant listens. I will 
trust thee, my Lord, even though you slay me as Joab would say, yet will I praise you, because I know you know 
you have ultimate sovereignty and you're all knowing, and no good thing would you ever withhold me, so I yield 
myself. 
 
It starts with calling him Lord. Lord of all. Not just Lord of some but Lord of all that I am, because he is the great I 
Am and that word in Exodus means "the becoming one," and he will become to you. He will become to me all that 
we need, if we just let him become the I Am. 
 
 
 
 
 



Joab Kills Abner (3:26-27) 
2 Samuel 3:26 And when Joab had gone from David’s presence, he sent messengers after Abner, who brought 
him back from the well of Sirah. But David did not know it.  
2 Samuel 3:27 Now when Abner had returned to Hebron, Joab took him aside in the gate to speak with him 
privately, and there stabbed him in the stomach, so that he died for the blood of Asahel his brother.  
 
Joab – Right to Be Avenger of Blood 
Joab would have the right according to the Mosaic law to be the avenger of the blood and that was how justice 
was dealt out in that culture. There as no police force, and if someone premeditated murder, it was a responsibility 
of the next of kin to avenge that unjust murder, but again, a person could flee to a city of refuge and there have his 
case heard before the priest who lived in the city of refuge, and that priest would determine the justice to be 
served, whether it be set free or death to the guilty, but Joab is skipping that and he is becoming the revenger of 
blood, not the avenger of blood. He is the judge, the jury and the executioner, so he's clearly wrong. 
Deuteronomy 19:11–12 (NKJV) 11 “But if anyone hates his neighbor, lies in wait for him, rises against him and strikes him mortally, so that he 
dies, and he flees to one of these cities, 12 then the elders of his city shall send and bring him from there, and deliver him over to the hand of the 
avenger of blood, that he may die.  

 
City of Refuge -  Get Fair Trial / Hebron a City of Refuge 
If you recall, back in the Mosaic law that God gave for the Nation of Israel, and here is the Nation of Israel, to be 
established as a Nation of Israel, David's heart is to gather a Nation of Israel together and here's David, literal 
number two man in command in power, Joab, breaking the law of God right here in Hebron. If you recall, Hebron 
... was the city of refuge; a place that you would run if you accidentally murdered somewhere and you wanted a 
fair trial. You wanted to be protected from revenge, you would come to Hebron and get a fair trial. And so here is 
Joab killing Abner in Hebron. 
Numbers 35:9–12 (NKJV) 9 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 10 “Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: ‘When you cross the 
Jordan into the land of Canaan, 11 then you shall appoint cities to be cities of refuge for you, that the manslayer who kills any person accidentally 
may flee there. 12 They shall be cities of refuge for you from the avenger, that the manslayer may not die until he stands before the congregation 
in judgment.  
 
Joshua 21:13 (NKJV) 13 Thus to the children of Aaron the priest they gave Hebron with its common-land (a city of refuge for the slayer), Libnah 
with its common-land,  

 
Take Out the Trash 
Let me share quirk about myself, and that is the taking out of trash.  I have this quirk that causes anxiety, that 
when I show up at the dump they are going to say, sorry we don’t accept that here.  See I love to clean house, and I 
don’t meaning cleaning the house, but clean the house out of junk, or debris.  Monday, I loaded my truck up to the 
brim with a bunch of construction debris left over from my old deck.  I got tired of seeing that pile of junk sitting in 
my yard and said it got to go.  I got the chainsaw out Friday and cut it up, threw it in my truck, and was looking 
forward to throwing it over the ledge at the dump and hearing it make that crashing noise, and being separated 
from “the junk”.  But see I knew I had to take it to the dump because they won’t pick it up on the roadside pickup, I 
knew that because in time past I placed it out front of the house and they won’t talk construction material.  It was 
grievance to me to see that pile still there when I returned home expecting a clean slate.  So in the back of my 
mind was, that I would show up at the landfill and they say, oh new rule we don’t take construction material here 
either.  Then I have this anxiety that I will be stuck with my junk, a whole truckload, driving around with a load of 
junk, every time I get out of my truck there is that junk, and I have to drive round and around looking for some 
place to take my junk!  But every look in my review mirror I am reminded, the junk is still with me.  I am always 
waiting for the County to change their rules on the “junk’ that they take, and if you have lived in the county long 
enough, you know they do.  Only certain times you can drop off old cans of spray paint, batteries, propane tanks, 
and yes construction material. 
 
Jesus is Our City of Refuge 
And we have a city of refuge. His name is Jesus Christ. A place we can run and get a fair trial. Or maybe I should 
better say, an unfair trial, because all the evidence that is against us, all the handwriting of the law that is against 
us has been nailed to the cross, as we're told there in Colossians and all the evidence that would convict us, the 
death and separation from God has been erased. When we show up for court, and Jesus stands as our trial lawyer, 



we walk away with the verdict not guilty because Jesus has covered our guilt under the cross. What a beautiful 
picture. 
Matthew 5:21–22 (NKJV) 21 “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder, and whoever murders will be in danger of 
the judgment.’ 22 But I say to you that whoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment. And whoever says 
to his brother, ‘Raca!’ shall be in danger of the council. But whoever says, ‘You fool!’ shall be in danger of hell fire.  
 
Matthew 5:27–28 (NKJV) 27 “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28 But I say to you that whoever 
looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.  
 
Colossians 2:14 (NKJV) 14 having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it 
out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.  
 
2 Corinthians 6:1–2 (NKJV) 1 We then, as workers together with Him also plead with you not to receive the grace of God in vain. 2 For He says: 
“In an acceptable time I have heard you, And in the day of salvation I have helped you.” Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day 
of salvation.  

 
Jesus Fulfills the Law 
The word Fulfill means to abundantly supply. So Jesus making the point that he didn't come to destroy the law, but 
to abundantly supply for the law, and that is that the law is good. Live out the principles and practices of the law 
and you'll have an abundant life. And Jesus says, "I've come to abundantly supply you the ability to live the law 
out." These principles and practices that are good, they'll provide for you and they'll protect you. They'll protect 
you from harm and they'll provide for you a good living, a good life, an abundant life. It's the only way to have the 
Zoe life. As we talk about Jesus saying in John 10, "I've come that they may have life and that more abundant." 
Matthew 5:17 (NKJV) 17 “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill.  

 
It's my nature says the lord, it's what I do says the Lord, it's who I am and I did quite well and quite easily because 
it is my whole being and when I'm in you I give the abundant supply for you to live accordingly. The same way, the 
same practices, the same principles, that it can become just a very part of who you are, your very being because I 
am in you. Christ in you. The hope of glory, that's not just eternal glory but a glory today, and of living, walking and 
reflecting and representing Christ and the heart of God. 
Colossians 1:27 (NKJV) 27 To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ 
in you, the hope of glory.  
 

David Laments of the Death of Abner (3:28-39) 
2 Samuel 3:28 Afterward, when David heard it, he said, “My kingdom and I are guiltless before the LORD forever 
of the blood of Abner the son of Ner.  
2 Samuel 3:29 Let it rest on the head of Joab and on all his father’s house; and let there never fail to be in the 
house of Joab one who has a discharge or is a leper, who leans on a staff or falls by the sword, or who lacks 
bread.”  
2 Samuel 3:30 So Joab and Abishai his brother killed Abner, because he had killed their brother Asahel at Gibeon 
in the battle.  
2 Samuel 3:31 Then David said to Joab and to all the people who were with him, “Tear your clothes, gird 
yourselves with sackcloth, and mourn for Abner.” And King David followed the coffin.  
2 Samuel 3:32 So they buried Abner in Hebron; and the king lifted up his voice and wept at the grave of Abner, 
and all the people wept.  
2 Samuel 3:33 And the king sang a lament over Abner and said: “Should Abner die as a fool dies?  
2 Samuel 3:34 Your hands were not bound Nor your feet put into fetters; As a man falls before wicked men, so 
you fell.” Then all the people wept over him again.  
2 Samuel 3:35 And when all the people came to persuade David to eat food while it was still day, David took an 
oath, saying, “God do so to me, and more also, if I taste bread or anything else till the sun goes down!”  
2 Samuel 3:36 Now all the people took note of it, and it pleased them, since whatever the king did pleased all 
the people.  
2 Samuel 3:37 For all the people and all Israel understood that day that it had not been the king’s intent to kill 
Abner the son of Ner.  
2 Samuel 3:38 Then the king said to his servants, “Do you not know that a prince and a great man has fallen this 
day in Israel?  



2 Samuel 3:39 And I am weak today, though anointed king; and these men, the sons of Zeruiah, are too harsh for 
me. The LORD shall repay the evildoer according to his wickedness.”  
 
Compassion 
So here we see David with compassion as he laments the unjust death of Abner, who many would consider his 
enemy, David considered a countryman. The point that I want to make is, look, a whole nation, their heart is 
gathered to David. We read they loved him before, because of war, it was his great swordsmanship killing the ten 
thousands of the Philistines, beheading their giant. But here the people's heart are knit to David; why? Because of 
his compassion. You know, the people, even as hard as they are today in many ways, cold and callous, people are 
still drawn to compassion, because everybody needs compassion at some point in their life. When a world sees our 
compassion, whether that's the compassion as a church or the compassion as us as individuals, they're drawn to 
us, and our compassion's not in and of ourselves, our compassion is because Christ is in us, the great compassion 
of God moves in our heart and overflows to people and they can get a sense and a taste of his compassion as they 
experience us as we give them compassion in their hard times, in their cold times. So there's beauty in 
compassion. May we be a compassionate people, because people are drawn to the beauty of compassion. 
Matthew 14:14 (NKJV) 14 And when Jesus went out He saw a great multitude; and He was moved with compassion for them, and healed their 
sick.  

 
Mark 6:34 (NKJV) 34 And Jesus, when He came out, saw a great multitude and was moved with compassion for them, because they were like 
sheep not having a shepherd. So He began to teach them many things.  

 
Problem – Doesn’t Deal with Joab 
But the problem is, David doesn't take the step to now deal with Joab. He's going to let him hang around, and this 
man's going to constantly be a problem to David.  Abner killed a man in war, and even at that gave the man 
opportunity to cease and desist and live to fight another day, but Ashael wouldn’t stop and it cost him his life.  
Joab here just flat out commits murder, and he should have been put to death for it according to God’s law.  But 
David doesn’t pass judgement, and Joab will be a continual problem to David with his rashness and bruteness.  
David at the end of his life will tell his son Solomon to kill Joab, but he is about 40 years late on that judgment.  
David compromised the word of God regarding the matter, and his continual compromise of the word of God, a 
little here, a little there, will cost him greatly throughout his life. 
1 Kings 2:5–6 (NKJV) 5 “Moreover you know also what Joab the son of Zeruiah did to me, and what he did to the two commanders of the armies 
of Israel, to Abner the son of Ner and Amasa the son of Jether, whom he killed. And he shed the blood of war in peacetime, and put the blood of 
war on his belt that was around his waist, and on his sandals that were on his feet. 6 Therefore do according to your wisdom, and do not let his 
gray hair go down to the grave in peace.  

 
No one Every Falls in A Day 
 
Come to Throne of Grace 
So now come to the throne of grace and spend time with the Lord, ask Him take this word and work it into your 
life. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
Prayer Guide 

• Reverence – What do we see about our Great God? 

• Response – How do I respond to all that He is? 

• Requests – What can I boldly request from Him based on this? 

• Readiness – What do I need to be on-guard against when I leave here today? 

• Reverence – How great is Our God? 
 
End of Study 
  



2 Samuel 4 
2 Samuel 4:1-12 
 
Recap/Intro 
So in our last chapter we had seen a Joel Rosenberger best-selling thriller of politics and betrayal, power and 
position, and just how fleeting they are.  So King Saul died, the tribe of Judah made David their king.  Saul’s general 
at the time was man named Abner, he sets Saul’s son Ishbosheth up as a puppet king over the other 11 tribes of 
Israel.  And this lasts for about 2 years until Abner and Ishbosheth have a falling out, and Abner pledges his 
allegiance to David, starts a political move for the 11 tribes to all follow David and a united kingdom, and then 
before it can all come together, David’s general Joab murders Abner in cold blood.  So we pick it up there. 
 
Outline 2 Samuel 4:1-12: 

• Israel Knows Trouble is Coming (4:1) 

• The Assassins are Identified (4:2-3) 

• Jonathan's Son (Mephibosheth) is Introduced to Us (4:4) 

• Ishbosheth is Assassinated (4:5-7) 

• The Head of Ishbosheth is Brought to David (4:8) 

• David Executes the Assassins (4:9-12) 
 
Israel Knows Trouble is Coming (4:1) 
2 Samuel 4:1 When Saul’s son heard that Abner had died in Hebron, he lost heart, and all Israel was troubled.  
 
Ishbosheth is troubled – For his Strength was in Another Man 
Ishbosheth is troubled because his strength is gone. What we see here is the problem was his strength was in 
another man. Ishbosheth had no strength and power in himself, and therefore when Abner's dead he's troubled 
because he's never grown into the place of standing alone.  
 
Here is a word that for each and every one of us, there's a place that God wants to bring every last one of us that 
we can walk alone, that we can stand alone, regardless of what the world throws against us or at us. We can stand 
alone without another man, another woman. But of course we're not alone, because we have the Lord.  The Lord 
wants to bring us to the place where we have learned to lean on Jesus, to trust in Jesus, and Him alone (if need 
be). We know His word is so sure that it's a power surging through our bones, that we have a faith and a 
confidence that if I die, I die, but I will not betray the word of God because I know it's pure. That we have such a 
strength within us that we know our God will never fail us and we won't have to rest and trust in men. But we can 
trust in the Lord fully and completely. 
Proverbs 30:5 (NKJV) 5 Every word of God is pure; He is a shield to those who put their trust in Him.  

 
God uses Others – To Bring Us Place to Stand on Own / Joshua & Moses 
God will use men, people in our lives to strengthen us all the way through our walk, but there will come a point 
where He separates us from them, that we can stand on our own. Joshua had a wonderful leader, mentor, trainer 
in Moses, but there came a point where Joshua had to stand alone and he could stand alone because he had 
developed himself in the ways of the Lord. Moses shaped him greatly, but all for the purpose God had that one day 
Joshua would stand on his own. 
 
In Year King Uzziah Died 
We know that Isaiah will say, "In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on the throne." It wasn't 
until Uzziah the king died that Isaiah stood alone and only with the Lord and he saw the Lord on the throne and 
that was good enough to shape everything else from his life. So is the place that God brings each and every one of 
us. There's a place that I want you to be able to stand alone. 
Isaiah 6:1–3 (NKJV) 1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, and the train of His robe filled the 
temple. 2 Above it stood seraphim; each one had six wings: with two he covered his face, with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3 
And one cried to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; The whole earth is full of His glory!”  

 



It is a Place of Power – A Place of Security 
I want to tell you a beautiful place of power is when you feel and know, "I can lean on Jesus even if there's no one 
else around me, and I can be fine with that. I'll have peace, I'll have power, I'll have joy, I'll have love, because I 
have Jesus." You will find yourself in the most secure place of your life, and you will find yourself in the most 
joyous time of your life, that I've got Jesus, and every question that I have He'll answer, every need that I have He'll 
provide, every tear that I shed he'll catch. Oh, it's great to still have the Moses’ in our life of course. God even 
declares it, "As iron sharpens iron, so man sharpens the countenance of his friend." We shouldn't forsake the 
assembly of the brethren. But there's this place that comes when God brings us, says it time to fly, we need to fly, 
and not be afraid of it. 
Proverbs 27:17 (NKJV) 17 As iron sharpens iron, So a man sharpens the countenance of his friend.  
 
Hebrews 10:25 (NKJV) 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much 
the more as you see the Day approaching.  

 
If Whole World Fails You – Can You stand Alone / What Am I Doing today – So I can Stand Alone Tomorrow 
If the whole world would fail you, if every man, woman in your life would fail you, whether that be your father and 
your mother, whether that be your brother and your sister, whether that be your spouse, whether that be your 
brothers and sisters in the Lord, you will still stand because you have learned, developed, trained yourself to be 
able to lean on the Lord, to stand with the Lord.  
 
So there's that place that God would have for every one of us. We need to be looking for that place. We need to 
constantly be considering that place, "Can I stand alone? Can God remove everyone around me and yet I could still 
stand alone and stand in power and stand in strength?" What am I doing today, so that I can stand alone 
tomorrow?  May God speak to our hearts today and may we consider those things and evaluate those things. 
 
David Stands – Because his Strength was in the Lord 
We will see why David can stand, as he will declare at the end of the chapter, it is because he knows it is the Lord 
who sustains him, and stands with him. 
2 Samuel 4:9 (NKJV) 9 But David answered Rechab and Baanah his brother, the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, and said to them, “As the LORD 
lives, who has redeemed my life from all adversity,  

 
The Assassins are Identified (4:2-3) 
2 Samuel 4:2 Now Saul’s son had two men who were captains of troops. The name of one was Baanah (Ba-na) 
and the name of the other Rechab (rE-cov), the sons of Rimmon (rE-mon) the Beerothite (bA-row-t), of the 
children of Benjamin. (For Beeroth (bA-rote) also was part of Benjamin,  
2 Samuel 4:3 because the Beerothites fled to Gittaim (gE-time) and have been sojourners there until this day.)  
 
Why the Details? 
In verse 3, we're given all these details of these men and who their lineage is, where they live, who their father is, 
and we can go, "What's up with all the detail?" Well, there's detail because God's painting a story for us so that we 
can see an application for us, and that is that these men once had a home. They were uprooted from their home, 
and then they became sojourners and they had no place to call home. 
 
These two Benjamites had originated from Beeroth, a former Gibeonite settlement located approximately four 
miles northwest of Jerusalem. They were descended from a family of Benjamites that had helped resettle Beeroth 
(cf. Josh 9:16–18) after the original inhabitants were forced to move to Gittaim, a less desirable location. 
 
Sojourners / Desperate - Dangerous 
So these two assassins come, and notice that it says they're sojourners. See, they don't have a place that they can 
permanently call home. They don't have a place that they are settled in on. These men are dangerous men 
because they're desperate men, because they have no stability, they have no permanency in their life. They're 
continually moving. Now their instability becomes even greater because now there is no future for them. They 
were part of Saul's army, then they were part of Ishbosheth's army, and now Abner is dead, everyone knows 



Ishbosheth will not last long, and so these men they're desperate trying to figure out a way to secure their future 
because they know that it's uncertain. 
 
People Desperate (Drugs, Alcohol, ….) 
There's a place and an example there right before us, why we can see so many people being dangerous because 
they're desperate, because they have no security. Here we are as the people, we have the security, we know the 
security that's in Christ. We know our future because we know he goes to prepare a place for us. We know our 
today because we know that He walks with us and He lives with us and He lives for us. We can be set, we can be 
secure, we're sojourning but to a greater place. We sojourn to a heavenly calling, a city whose building and maker 
is God, not made with hands, but in the heavenlies. So we sojourn to a destiny. But here people sojourn through 
this world today having no idea where they're going. They find themselves desperate and therefore they become 
dangerous to other peoples, but very often to themselves. That's why they find themselves trying to stabilize their 
future in a desperate way or they try to drown their future and their current state in a pitiful way with drugs and 
alcohol, sex, or more wealth, whatever it might be. Here we are, people with the answer and the words of life. We 
literally have the words of stability, and may we give it to an unstable world. 
Hebrews 11:10 (NKJV) 10 for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God.  
 

John 14:1–4 (NKJV) 1 “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it 
were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to 
Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And where I go you know, and the way you know.”  
 
Colossians 1:27 (NKJV) 27 To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ 
in you, the hope of glory.  
 
Matthew 28:20 (NKJV) 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 
age.” Amen.  

 
Mike Macintosh 
Instability is a kind of hell. It is lonely; it is terrifying. In many ways, it is an alienation from all things. A person finds 
himself cut off from people, then finally reality itself. 
*Smith, Chuck. Harvest (Kindle Locations 1705-1707). The Word For Today. Kindle Edition. 

 
But here are some excerpts from the Book called “Harvest” who Pastor Chuck is speaking about, and it is Mike 
Macintosh: 
"One night I was left off at a party. After partying for a few hours, someone gave me some type of drug causing my 
speech and vision to blur rapidly, and I was becoming more and more paranoid every second. Everything became 
evidence of a conspiracy. Unfortunately there was plenty of evidence around. Ron, one of the guys at the party, 
looked like he was on the floor loading what appeared to be a hand-gun. I knew I was overdosing, so I asked for 
someone to take me to the hospital."  Ron shoved another bullet into the chamber of the revolver. "You're okay," 
he responded in a disgusted tone. "No problem."  Mike continued, "At a sign from Ron, I thought I felt those in the 
room grabbing me. They took off my shoes, socks, and shirt. Tied my hands behind my back. Then they tied a cloth 
bag over my head. I knew I was going to die. I saw 'spirit forms' floating by and I called out to them wondering if 
they were God or knew God. Among them was Maharishi who had promised that for one hundred and thirty-four 
dollars he could take me to God."  "I thought they pushed me to the floor and said they were going to kill me. Then 
I felt the barrel of the revolver pressed against my head. Suddenly I heard a deafening explosion. A forty-five pistol 
exploding only inches from your head is devastating. My head was gone; I knew it. My brains had been blown out. 
In truth it was either a blank or they fired at the wall, but to me that was it. The problem was that this perception 
of my brains being blown out stayed with me for over two years—an experience, I've since learned, that others 
have had." 
 
Instability is a kind of hell. It is lonely; it is terrifying. In many ways, it is an alienation from all things. A person finds 
himself cut off from people, then finally reality itself. 
 
 
 



Sherwood Wirt, author of For the Love of Mike, describes this moment:  
 "It was a beautiful February day in southern California. Mockingbirds were singing and the blossoms were 
on the peach trees, but for Michael MacIntosh life had lost its beauty. He knew he had hit bottom. The 
easy charm, the puckish, fun-loving demeanor had failed him. Not often had Michael been reduced to 
tears—once when his older brother, David, slammed into a telephone pole and was killed; once when he 
broke up with a high school sweetheart; and once, most agonizingly, when his wife, Sandra, moved out 
with little Melinda. But on this Sunday morning, Michael cried because he was in a holding tank, locked in 
the mental ward of a hospital with some strange-looking characters. And he was not getting out." 
 
But that night as he shared his story, this young man by God's grace and healing had become the pastor of 
perhaps the largest church in San Diego, Horizon Christian Fellowship. It had grown to 5,000 attendees, 
and Mike was a popular speaker. He would soon appear on national television, giving his testimony at the 
huge 1985 Billy Graham Crusade in Anaheim. Not bad for a previous party boy trapped in an Orange 
County holding tank. There was no disputing the fact that Mike had not only been transformed by Christ, 
but now lived an enviably productive life. 

*Smith, Chuck. Harvest (Kindle Locations 1715-1716). The Word For Today. Kindle Edition. 

 
Must Make Church Secure 
Beloved we have to make this church, our body, secure, that people can come and just know it's stable, it's secure, 
and it's not going to fall apart on them, and that they can come and have a shelter, that they can come and have a 
refuge, and they can come and know that Christ is on the throne, nothing manmade here, nothing that we're 
trying to keep afloat by the ways of the world, but something that's just totally stabilized on the solid foundation of 
Christ, his word, his Spirit, as we tap in through making this a house of prayer and making his word preeminent and 
above all. 
 
Mom & Dad – Must Make Home Secure / No Talk of Divorce 
Mom and dad, let's bring it a little closer from the world. Man, we've got to make our home stable. Our kids' got to 
know that the home is stable or they're going to become desperate, and then that will lead to them being 
dangerous, dangerous to themselves at the minimum. We have to let them know that this home is stable, it's not 
going to break apart on them, that their mother and father's marriage is secure, that they are accepted by their 
mother and father, that girls don't have to go look for love in all the wrong places, that boys don't have to try to 
prove their manlihood by being some type of player. But they can just rest in the security of their home and see 
that that security is in Christ who is the Lord of that home. 
 
Jonathan's Son (Mephibosheth) is Introduced to Us (4:4) 
2 Samuel 4:4 Jonathan, Saul’s son, had a son who was lame in his feet. He was five years old when the news 
about Saul and Jonathan came from Jezreel; and his nurse took him up and fled. And it happened, as she made 
haste to flee, that he fell and became lame. His name was Mephibosheth.  
 
Introduced to Mephibosheth 
We are introduced here to Jonathan’s son because as a son to Jonathan, who was son to Saul, he would have a 
claim to the throne.  So God introduces him to us so we have the full picture of who is who, and why in a few 
chapters Mephibosheth is so significant to who has the right to the throne of Israel.  But more on that when we get 
there. 
 
Look at the 2 Names – Ishbosheth & Mephibosheth 
It's interesting, as we look at our text we have before us, the son of Saul, whose name is Ish-bosheth, and then we 
have the son of Jonathan (Jonathan was the son of Saul), and his name is Mephibosheth. And if you notice, they 
both have the same ending, compound words with the same ending together. Ish-bosheth means "son of shame," 
and Mephi-bosheth means "exterminating the idol, destroying the idol." 
 
 



Now it was common to have multiple names, just as today, like someone named Richard may go by Ricky.  We are 
told in 1 Chronicles 8 that Ishbosheth was also called Es-hbaal, and Baal was the name of the god of the 
Canaanites.   So Ishbosheth’s name (Esh-Baal) means “Man of Baal”.  Mephibosheth’s was also called (Merib-Baal) 
which means “Baal is my Advocate”.   
1 Chronicles 8:33–34 (NKJV) 33 Ner begot Kish, Kish begot Saul, and Saul begot Jonathan, Malchishua, Abinadab, and Esh-Baal. 34 The son of 
Jonathan was Merib-Baal, and Merib-Baal begot Micah.  

 
So Saul naming his son "man of Baal" shows how far Saul had fallen, that he, being supposedly the man of God, the 
nation of God, who was to lead the people to God, he is naming a son after a false god. And here's an interesting 
counter to this all, is that Saul's son Jonathan, his brother Ish-bosheth is born, and he sees the name given to him 
by the father, and we see from the character of Ish-bosheth, he followed the way of his father, disregarding the 
one true God, disregarding His Word, willing to become king when everybody knows, as it's been declared through 
our passages before us, that David is to be the king. Ish-bosheth lives up to the name that the father gave him. 
 
It appears that Jonathan was under the influence of his father Saul when he named his son (Merib-Baal).  But 
something changes in Jonathan, and he changes his son’s name to Mephibosheth.  Mind you we are reading this 
text in present tense, this is who they are being called now in their lives (Ishbosheth and Mephibosheth).  And 
instead of Baal is my Advocate, he says "Destroy the idols." That's the statement, that's the counter that he is 
making. "Destroy the idols. Don't live up to the idol, don't make an idol, destroy the idol. Mephibosheth, I'm giving 
you a declaration of a life that you are to live, and it's to be a one that destroys the idol. Don't embrace the idol, 
don't yield to the idols, and don't let others come to the idol. You utterly exterminate and destroy the idols." 
 
And we can see an application here for us, as we look at the life of a father and a mother as they pass on a heritage 
to a son and a daughter, that they become who their mother and father declare them to be, and shape and mold 
them to be, and speak into their life, and that's who they become. And there's a warning for us as moms and dads, 
of what we speak, and how we shape, and how we mold our children to be. But here is the flip side of the 
application as a son or a daughter. I want you to see that, though Jonathan witnessed what he did with his father, 
he was able to make his own decision of "As for me and my house, we will choose to serve the Lord, as Joshua 
would say. We will destroy the idols, and I will tell my son 'no,' because that's how I am living it presently myself. I 
see it in you, Dad, but it's not going to be me. I'm not going to live out what I watched you live." 
Joshua 24:15 (NKJV) 15 And if it seems evil to you to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods which 
your fathers served that were on the other side of the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, 
we will serve the LORD.”  

 
I can remember for myself personally, years and years ago, 25 years ago, a situation arose, and I remember acting 
— reacting, better said — and the way I reacted was strong. And I felt an impression upon my heart of "Why do 
you do that? Why do you act and react like that? Is that how you really feel?" To which I go, "No, I really don't feel 
that strongly about it." And so the question that was pressed upon my heart then, "Then why do you respond and 
act that you feel so strongly?" And it was immediately that I saw before me, well, it was a learnt behavior. It's what 
I learned growing up, it's what I watched in my family, that this is how you make your point, and to make it strong, 
you have to react with that power, or else no one's going to take you serious. And it was a learnt behavior, but it 
was not the behavior that we would learn from Christ. 
 
And I saw something there, how much of what I watched growing up in my family, how much I applied that to my 
life, that it became part of me, of what I learned and watched. I'm not getting into psychology with learnt 
behavior, I'm just making a statement that I think we can all relate to, of "We do see things that we do, and we 
learned them from our mother and father. We learned them from within our home." And Christ would speak to us 
today and says, "You don't have to act like that, and respond like that, and live like that. I've given you a better 
way, a more perfect way, and therefore, you can act my way, according my heart and my Word." 
 
But first, you have to recognize things that you do that you learned from your parents that were unhealthy, that 
were not pure and of the Lord, and you have to recognize that and go, "That was a learnt behavior, this is a learnt 
behavior, and I need to crush it right now, and I am not going to repeat the cycle that I learned in my home. I'm not 
going to bring that, and make another generation, and put it into my home." Because you know what? Then 



there's another generation after that, that goes on and learns from you, and then behaves like you when they 
grow up, and they become adults, young men and women. And for our mothers and fathers, what they react, and 
how we've learned things from them that's not positive, that's not pure, we very well could just say, "They 
probably learned that from their mom and dads too." There's a place that it has to end, and let it end with us, right 
here, right now. I recognize this. This is something I learned watching my parents, but I'm going to stop it right 
now, and I'm not going to let it continue. The cycle ends here. 
 
Ishbosheth is Assassinated (4:5-7) 
2 Samuel 4:5 Then the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, Rechab and Baanah, set out and came at about the heat 
of the day to the house of Ishbosheth, who was lying on his bed at noon.  
2 Samuel 4:6 And they came there, all the way into the house, as though to get wheat, and they stabbed him in 
the stomach. Then Rechab and Baanah his brother escaped.  
2 Samuel 4:7 For when they came into the house, he was lying on his bed in his bedroom; then they struck him 
and killed him, beheaded him and took his head, and were all night escaping through the plain.  
 
Wheat Storage Common 
Coming to get wheat was common place of storage there. Looks like we have some type of palace compound. 
Ishbosheth is living well. Captains of the army coming into get wheat would be common, and not raise eyebrows of 
the security guards he would have had. 
 
Never called King Ishbosheth / Be Careful taking Titles not Yours 
Nowhere do I find the title King Ishbosheth. I find that he was made king, but I don't find the title given to him, 
King Ishbosheth, because truly, he was not king. He was a puppet. But here he is taking the title that was not his, 
that was not entitled to him, and he pays with his life for it. For each and every one of us, we need to continually 
be careful of claiming a position that God has not given you. 
 
Be careful in the workplace of taking a position and a title that God has not given you, because it could kill you and 
your whole family and your marriage. Be careful about taking a title in a ministry that God has not given you, 
because you can do more than destroy just yourself. You can destroy a whole bunch of people around you. And I 
definitely want to say, especially youth, be careful about taking titles that the world wants to give. They might even 
push it on you. Abner, he pushed the title onto Ishbosheth and he was foolish enough to take it. 
 
But the world would like to give you some titles, and then wants you to live up to them. Some of them might be 
player. Some of them might be attractive. Some of them might be life of the power. Some of them might be you fill 
in the blank. But it's not a title that God's given you. And if you step up and you take that title and you start to live 
it, it can, it will destroy you. Look at the life of Ishbosheth, taking a title that wasn't meant for him, nor given to 
him. 
 
Ishbosheth Quit – You Can’t Sleep Reality Away 
So the commander of your army is dead. It's the middle of the day and you can sleep in your bed, that's 
foolishness, absolute foolishness. Some think he is taking a mid-day siesta which is common in those hot lands, but 
I don’t think so simply because we started verse 1 with, “his heart is troubled”.  A great example of how we can't 
slumber because our enemy is always seeking to devour like a roaring lion. But you know what I see more so? I see 
a man who quit. He simply quit. He's curled up in his bed in defeat. He's not arising to face what's before him. Too 
many times that's what people do, believers and unbelievers, trouble comes and they curl up, get under the 
covers, thinking that that's going to solve something. Hey, Ishbosheth, God would still talk to you.  
 
You can never lay down and sleep away reality. Reality will always come, and therefore you can't sleep it away, you 
have to wake up, rise up, and face it. 
 
Turn Your Troubles into a house of Prayer 
There is a word for everyone and anyone, God will speak in your trouble, and the place to turn troubles, hearts, is 
to turn them into houses of prayer, seeking the Lord, getting alone with the Lord, like Isaiah after Uzziah died, 



spreading it all out, "Here's the problems that are before me." Then God showed up and God spoke. So for us 
spread it out before the Lord, here it is. You know God will speak and go, "Well, here's where you're wrong, here's 
what you need to fix, go repent, or go reconcile. Disconnect that, discontinue this." But he'll speak in our time of 
trouble because he's always seeking us, always looking to lead us. So what kind of trouble do you have before you? 
Turn your troubled heart into a house of prayer. 
 
The Head of Ishbosheth is Brought to David (4:8) 
2 Samuel 4:8 And they brought the head of Ishbosheth to David at Hebron, and said to the king, “Here is the 
head of Ishbosheth, the son of Saul your enemy, who sought your life; and the LORD has avenged my lord the 
king this day of Saul and his descendants.”  
 
Separation from People 
David is the epitome of the word the Lord gives us in Romans, if possible, leave peaceably with all men. There's a 
calling for us. If you can live peaceably with them, live peaceably with them, even if they rub you the wrong way. 
Even if they don't respect you or a threat to you and your family, and that's what Ishbosheth would be continually 
for David is a threat, that he could rise up with a military strike against David and his family, to crush David and 
have total power. Ishbosheth coming from the life and lineage of Saul could very well put David back on the run, 
just like before when Saul was chasing him. 
Romans 12:18–21 (NKJV) 18 If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men. 19 Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but 
rather give place to wrath; for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. 20 Therefore “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; If he 
is thirsty, give him a drink; For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.  

 
But I find it amazing that David can live peaceably with Ishbosheth, even when Ishbosheth is in the wrong. He 
should not be king. David is God's chosen king. Everybody knows it. Abner just declared it and we read it. 
Everybody knows that David's supposed to be the king, and therefore Ishbosheth shouldn't. And even Abner. David 
was living in peace with Abner who was causing and raised up the whole thing. Yet David lived peaceably. 
 
But I know there's a time where we can't live peaceably with everyone. As a nation, there's a time we can't live 
peaceably with everyone because of the threat that they are to our very existence. But we'll leave that for the 
lawmakers right now and the statesmen on that level. But how about you personally? Because I think Christians 
are quick to say, "I need to separate." 
 
And so this person, the pain and the irritant or the anxiety that they cause me, I need to separate, and I will agree, 
there is a time and a place, even amongst brethren, where we go it's not possibly peaceably with them because 
they're so ... you fill in the blank. Aggressive. They come with swords. They come to tear down. They say words 
that hurt me. Their life and their actions are not good for the witness before my family. 
 
And so yes, there is a place as we see that Paul's saying, if at all possible, live peaceably. But that also makes the 
statement, but then there's a time where you can't, and so yes, you separate. And again I say a lot of people, 
they're quick to separate. That person, I don't like that person. Well, it's really just because they don't like that 
person. Maybe that person reminds them too much of themselves. 
 
But Christians are so quick to separate rather than seeking unity and trying to make peace. I think we see a great 
example in David of living peaceably, even with the constant pressure that would be placed upon him. And so for 
you, how do you know if you should separate from that person that you've tried to live peaceably with, but it's just 
not going to happen? 
 
And here's what I say to you. God will tell you. It's just real simple. God will tell you. For your sake, you need to 
separate because this person will hurt you. Love them as a brother, but you do need to protect yourself. Here's 
what I would say to you, though, because I know the heart is deceitful and desperately wicked and we want to 
separate many times just because of a dislike, but you have to evaluate this in your own heart, and that is do you 
have bitterness towards that person? Do you have hatred towards that person? Do you have anger towards that 
person? If so, separation is not the topic that God wants to discuss with you. 



1 John 4:20–21 (NKJV) 20 If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has 
seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen? 21 And this commandment we have from Him: that he who loves God must love his brother 
also.  
 
Hebrews 12:15 (NKJV) 15 looking carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up cause trouble, and 
by this many become defiled;  
 
Matthew 5:22 (NKJV) 22 But I say to you that whoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment. And whoever 
says to his brother, ‘Raca!’ shall be in danger of the council. But whoever says, ‘You fool!’ shall be in danger of hell fire.  
 
Jeremiah 17:9–10 (NKJV) 9 “The heart is deceitful above all things, And desperately wicked; Who can know it? 10 I, the LORD, search the heart, I 
test the mind, Even to give every man according to his ways, According to the fruit of his doings.  

 
He wants to discuss your heart, because that person is very much displaying what's in your heart. Might be 
showing you something about your heart, a heart that doesn't forgive. A heart that is judgmental. It might show 
your heart that you like your world in a perfect little bow, and anybody that treads against that, you want to come 
and crush down. God isn't going to speak to you about separation, because the first thing he wants to speak to you 
is about the issue of your heart. And then, if you can come to the place where you go, "I don't have hatred in my 
heart. I don't have bitterness towards him. I don't have resentment towards them. I forgive them, but to continue 
a relationship with them is very harmful to me." Then God will speak to you in very well may say, "Yes, it's time to 
separate. It's time to separate from them." 
 
And then don't just take the word and stop there when he says, if he says yes, it's time to separate. But then ask 
the Lord and he will speak to you, how do you want me to separate? And he'll give you the how. Do you have a 
conversation with them so that everybody understands why, or God may just say just drift away. But he'll speak to 
you. So let us not just stop on should, but let us then move onto the how. 
 
David Executes the Assassins (4:9-12) 
2 Samuel 4:9 But David answered Rechab and Baanah his brother, the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, and said 
to them, “As the LORD lives, who has redeemed my life from all adversity,  
 
Lord has Taken Me This Far 
Notice, David says, "It's the Lord who's taken care of me up to this point. I don't need you and your help at this 
point."  So we see that David, through his 10 years in the wilderness running from Saul, has learned how to trust in 
the lord and not put his trust in man, and has learned how to stand alone with god only by his side. 
 
Psalm 143 - Shelter is Kissa / On Whom My Heart Rest 
David will declare over and over the Lord protected him from his enemies.  David says hide me in your shelter, I 
take shelter in You.  and I just love that the word for shelter in Hebrew is pronounced “kiss”.  No that isn’t where 
we get the English word for kiss, but I just love that shelter is pronounced kiss, as I think of the lord’s kiss upon me, 
on “whom my heart rests upon”, as His heart rests upon me, and His sweet kisses overflow upon me, as he shelters 
me; 
Psalm 143:9 (NKJV) 9 Deliver me, O LORD, from my enemies; In You I take shelter.  
 
Psalm 27:4–5 (NKJV) 4 One thing I have desired of the LORD, That will I seek: That I may dwell in the house of the LORD All the days of my life, To 
behold the beauty of the LORD, And to inquire in His temple. 5 For in the time of trouble He shall hide me in His pavilion; In the secret place of 
His tabernacle He shall hide me; He shall set me high upon a rock.  

 
2 Samuel 4:10 when someone told me, saying, ‘Look, Saul is dead,’ thinking to have brought good news, I 
arrested him and had him executed in Ziklag—the one who thought I would give him a reward for his news.  
2 Samuel 4:11 How much more, when wicked men have killed a righteous person in his own house on his bed? 
Therefore, shall I not now require his blood at your hand and remove you from the earth?”  
2 Samuel 4:12 So David commanded his young men, and they executed them, cut off their hands and feet, and 
hanged them by the pool in Hebron. But they took the head of Ishbosheth and buried it in the tomb of Abner in 
Hebron.  
 



 
Multi-Tombs 
The tombs in these days were multi-cutouts.  Whole families would be buried in them, each getting their own 
holding place.  So it isn’t like they are mixing the two bodies together in one compartment. 
 
Pool of Hebron 
The pool of Hebron would be where you would go get water at least once a day, and thus when coming the whole 
town in a day would be talking, did you see the bodies.  And the statement would be clear, David dealt justice on 
wicked deeds (hands severed) and wicked actions (feet that were severed).   
 
Cursed Who Kills / Capital Punishment is Deterrent 
In Deuteronomy, the Mosaic law is said, "Cursed be the man who slays his neighbor secretly." So David is enacting 
and bringing forth the justice of the law for the transgression of the law, which is David's requirement.  I know 
people don't like to talk about it, but this is important, why we go verse by verse, and that is that God ordained 
capital punishment to protect the innocent and to deal with the guilty, and to deter murder. There is no deterrent 
against murder when there is no punishment. We see a nation here as we discussed, and how said it was a month 
ago to make the statement about the need for capital punishment, and then that 12 hours later the greatest mass 
murder in the history of the country, because murder is just becoming common in our society. 
Deuteronomy 27:24 (NKJV) 24 ‘Cursed is the one who attacks his neighbor secretly.’ “And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’  
 
Exodus 20:13 (NKJV) 13 “You shall not murder.  

 
However David Inconsistent with Discipline/Justice – Didn’t have Joab Killed 
In Deuteronomy, the Mosaic law is said, "Cursed be the man who slays his neighbor secretly." So David is enacting 
and bringing forth the justice of the law for the transgression of the law, which is David's requirement. But I must 
say, but he didn't do it against Joab, and so there's an inconsistency with David, and we must be a consistent 
people. We can't mete out justice and discipline in one area and ignore it in another, we must be consistent so 
people know that we have a stable and solid place, and they can feel solid and stable where they stand with us. 
 
David Not Touch Lord’s Anointed / David Never gave Up – As Long as had Breath 
So …………. we've looked over the life of David now, and we saw him that he would not lay his hand on the Lord's 
anointed. He wouldn't touch Saul, even if Saul tried to kill him, and come after him. Here is Saul's son. Could be as 
great a threat to David as Saul was, but David does not lay a hand, and then, as we look at David's heart, when Saul 
died, the tremendous lament for him. A lamenting as a friend, a heartbreak in the heart of David. The heartbreak, 
of course, of losing the great friend Jonathan. 
 
And then, Abner. Look at the great lament of David's heart over Abner, when he is murdered, and his life cut short. 
David's heart grips and rips again, just as when Jonathan's life was cut short, just when Saul's life was cut short, 
and in all three of those cases, David would do nothing to cut anyone's life short, and now here is Saul's son, Ish-
bosheth, murdered, a life cut short, and David laments again, responds with a fierce retaliation against the 
evildoer, calls Ish-bosheth a righteous man. 
 
Think about that. And what we see through this life of David, in these cases, Saul, Abner, Ish-bosheth, David will 
not cut a life short. David will not determine when a life is over. He lets God make that determination. And it is 
rightly so, for it is for God to determine when it's over. 
 
And where I want to take you, and just stir in your heart, is an application for us to consider, as long as they have a 
breath it isn't over, and what I would say about that is it's not for us to decide when it's over for anyone. And you 
may say, "What do you mean by that?" Because you know I'm not talking about the physical death, but what I'm 
talking about is the spiritual death. It is not for us to determine when it's over, and yet, it's so easy for us. 
 
We give up on people. We, when we give up, are making the determination that it's over. There's no way to reach 
them. They are unchangeable. They will be this way forever. They will be that cold-hearted person. They will be 



that prideful person. They will be that person that puts themselves on the throne that's not there. They will be the 
person who declares, "There is no God, but my way is the way," and we put them in a place that we cut them off, 
we make the declaration and the determination that they're dead, or that they need to die, and therefore, we quit 
extending grace. We quit trying to present grace, the grace of God. We quit pouring our hearts out, pleading for 
their salvation, because we've already determined it's over. 
 
And today, we heard from a missionary, who came, and for the last three years of her life have poured her heart 
out, with one goal, one purpose, of coming 3,000 miles, and that was to lead her aging mother and father to Christ. 
And at the age of 91, after a lifetime of prayer by this daughter, for her mother, and at the age of 91, her mother 
prays to receive the Lord. Who would have written Mom off 10 years ago, in her 80s, 30 years ago in the 60s, 
saying, "They'll never change at this point. They're set in their ways"? And then a father, at the age of 94, receiving 
Christ as his Lord and savior, dying on his birthday at the age of 95. This was only less than two months ago. 
 
A missionary came believing that God can do the impossible, believing that God can change hearts, and change 
lives, even lives and hearts that are set in their way, lives and hearts that seem to never, and will never change, but 
through prayers, and continual presentation of the nail-scarred hands of Christ, and for the forgiveness of sin, and 
the promise of new life, a 91 year old and a 94 year old give their life to Christ, in their final hours of life. 
 
Christian, who have you written off? Who have you said, "It's over"? Who have you cut off and declared dead, and 
never to be capable of being changed? And I think that's something that we see in David, not only did he value the 
treasure of God's creation, and that's every person that God has created, but I think there's a place that David, as 
we read and hear the lamenting of his heart, that these people were still precious to him. He ate dinner with Saul. 
He married Saul's daughter. He ate dinner with Ish-bosheth, because he would have been at the king's table when 
David was there. 
 
He would have ate dinner with Abner, because Abner, being second in command, would have been at that dinner 
table too, at the feasts, and the new moons, and all those times. They would have been more than countrymen. 
They would have been family together, and I think there is what we see in this great heart of David, these people 
were friends, and they were family, and he was always waiting and hoping for a change of heart in them. 
 
I think, as we read black ink on a page, it's easy for us to think that there was no heart connection, but there was a 
deep heart connection, and David left open the possibility that they would change, and his heart rips and breaks 
when they didn't, and they died, and their lives were cut off short, and they missed all the glory that God would 
have for them. 
 
And here we are. We've got friends and family we eat dinner with, we play recreation sports with, we work with, 
and yet we can come to a place and not be like David, and we can just count them off, write them off, that they'll 
never change, and we are making the determination that only God can make. It is that they will never change, and 
they'll never come to Christ. 
 
And here we have a missionary who leaves us today, who came across the country, and invested three years of her 
life in what would seem, and most would declare, hopeless, and yet at the age of 91 and 94, Mom and Dad are 
both now in Heaven, beholding what we all look forward to, the king of glory, to see him face-to-face, and they 
now get what we desperately desire, because of the faithfulness of one daughter, who would pray. 
 
And so I'm going to ask you today, have you given up? Have you come to a place that you've made a determination 
that they're spiritually dead, and they'll never change, and therefore, you don't even lift them up in prayer? And 
I'm not beating you down. What I pray, for you and for me, is that God would light a fire with this story before us 
today, of here, of the heart of David, and the story of our missionary sister, who leaves us today, that it's not over. 
It's never over, and may we not be the ones who declare when it's over, but as long as they have a breath, and as 
long as we have a breath, we will never say that it's over. 
 



And with bent knees and wet eyes, and broken heart, open Bibles, we will claim the promise of God. We will 
remind him of the promises of God. We will say that you wish that none should perish, but all should seek 
repentance, and that we will declare, by faith, we're going to be like that persistent neighbor that Jesus talked 
about, who banged on the door in the middle of the night, and said, "I need bread. I got guests," and because the 
man of the house wanted rest, he gave in, and God's not saying we got to twist his arm. God's giving us a picture, 
"You keep knocking, because as you keep knocking, I keep delivering." 
 
Not Just Responsibility – But Opportunity 
It isn’t just a responsibility, that sounds burdensome, but it is an opportunity, that I through prayer can somehow 
influence the heart of God. 
 
Come to Throne of Grace 
So now come to the throne of grace and spend time with the Lord, ask Him take this word and work it into your 
life. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
Prayer Guide 

• Reverence – What do we see about our Great God? 

• Response – How do I respond to all that He is? 

• Requests – What can I boldly request from Him based on this? 

• Readiness – What do I need to be on-guard against when I leave here today? 

• Reverence – How great is Our God? 
 
End of Study 
 
 
  



2 Samuel 5 
5:1-25 
 
Recap/Introduction 
We are in 2 Samuel chapter 5, and we left off with David being the king of Judah (which is one of the twelve tribes 
of Israel), and Ishbosheth who was the puppet king of the other 11 tribes of Israel has just being assassinated, and 
so finally after some 20 years, in our chapter today we will a united kingdom, under God’s chosen king, David, a 
man after God’s own heart. 
1 Samuel 13:14 (NKJV) 14 But now your kingdom shall not continue. The LORD has sought for Himself a man after His own heart, and the LORD 
has commanded him to be commander over His people, because you have not kept what the LORD commanded you.”  

 
Greatest Expansion/Prosperity – Under King David / Life is All About – Having the Right King 
Israel, under King David, for its whole history, from the Exodus through the Judges, including Joshua, will now 
experience its greatest prosperity and its greatest expansion under King David. That's a picture of every life, 
spiritual prosperity, John 10:10: "I've come that they may have life, and that more abundant," and expansion, as 
we're continually going and growing.  Everything changes when you have the right king, and that is the picture and 
truth for every person still today.  When you have the right king, the abundant life follows.  Life is all about having 
the right King.  And His name is Jesus Christ! 
John 10:10 (NKJV) 10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may 
have it more abundantly.  

 
The Word of God is Living & Powerful 
The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives. 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

 
David thrives in this chapter, he will be the anointed king over all 12 tribes, not just the 1; he will conquer and 
possess Jerusalem; he will defeat the Philistines soundly, not just once, but twice.  David is thriving.  We see two 
predominate reasons why David thrives in this chapter, one is because he is resting in the Lord, and secondly 
because he is inquiring of the Lord.  Can you do these two things?  If you can, you too can thrive!  Problem is, 
resting in the Lord and inquiring of the Lord, are quite possibly the two hardest things we can ever do in our lives.   
 
In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  

• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
 
Boldly Come to Throne of Grace 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might work in 
you, and through you. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  
we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
Outline 2 Samuel 5:1-25: 

• David Anointed King Over all of Israel (5:1-3) 

• Recap of the Length of David’s Reign (5:4-5) 
• David Conquers and Takes the City of Jerusalem (6-9) 

• God Establishes and Strengthens David Kingship Over Israel (5:10-12) 

• David Takes More Wives and has More Sons (5:13-16) 

• David Defeats the Philistines – Round 1 (5:17-21) 

• David Defeats the Philistines – Round 2 (5:22-25) 
 



David Anointed King Over all of Israel (5:1-3) 
2 Samuel 5:1 Then all the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron and spoke, saying, “Indeed we are your bone 
and your flesh.  
2 Samuel 5:2 Also, in time past, when Saul was king over us, you were the one who led Israel out and brought 
them in; and the LORD said to you, ‘You shall shepherd My people Israel, and be ruler over Israel.’ ”  
2 Samuel 5:3 Therefore all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron, and King David made a covenant with 
them at Hebron before the LORD. And they anointed David king over Israel.  
 
Stay Faithful – Your “Then” Will Come 
Verse 1, starts with the word “then”.  I believe without a doubt, for every person who just stays faithful, they're 
following their Lord and the calling that He's put upon them, a promise, a specific word of something, or 
something He presses upon your heart, that the “then”, and I emphasize that word "then," will come. Here is David 
how after probably close to 20 years after being anointed by Samuel, who Hebrew tradition says, after Samuel 
poured the flask of oil on the head of David, he leaned in and whispered in his ears, "Thou are the king of Israel." 
And now it's 20 years later. David, the first anointing, was Samuel. You are the king of Israel. The second anointing 
was when he came up from Ziklag to Hebron and the tribe of Judah anointed him king. And now it appears another 
seven years from that moment is the anointing of all 12 tribes, recognizing David, receiving David, and rejoicing 
over David being their new king. 
1 Samuel 16:12–13 (NKJV) 12 So he sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, with bright eyes, and good-looking. And the LORD said, “Arise, 
anoint him; for this is the one!” 13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers; and the Spirit of the LORD came 
upon David from that day forward. So Samuel arose and went to Ramah.  
 
2 Samuel 2:4 (NKJV) 4 Then the men of Judah came, and there they anointed David king over the house of Judah. And they told David, saying, 
“The men of Jabesh Gilead were the ones who buried Saul.”  
 
2 Samuel 2:10–11 (NKJV) 10 Ishbosheth, Saul’s son, was forty years old when he began to reign over Israel, and he reigned two years. Only the 
house of Judah followed David. 11 And the time that David was king in Hebron over the house of Judah was seven years and six months.  
 
2 Samuel 5:4–5 (NKJV) 4 David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years. 5 In Hebron he reigned over Judah seven 
years and six months, and in Jerusalem he reigned thirty-three years over all Israel and Judah.  

 
“Then” – Close to 20 Years / God’s Word will Not Fail 
That word "then" summarized close to 20 years in one word. May we be faithful in our lives, Christian, as we wait 
for that word "then" to fully come to pass, and that's a theme and a message of a heart of God that he speaks just 
in that one word to us today. "Then." And if you will wait, there's a promise that comes with the "then," as you will 
hear, "Well done, my good and faithful servant." And that will only come to those who wait, endure, and live out 
and come to the "then." So I don't know what the Lord has spoken to you that you're waiting upon, but you wait, 
and your "then" will come.  God’s Word will not fail, never! 
2 Corinthians 1:20 (NKJV) 20 For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us.  
 
Matthew 25:23 (NKJV) 23 His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you 
ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’  

 
40 years / 7.5 & 33 / 5 Years Between Ishbosheth & United Kingdom 
So based on verse 5, and it saying he (David) reigned 33 years over “ALL” Israel and Judah, there is a 5 year period 
between Ishbosheth’s death, and David being anointed king over “all” Israel and Judah.  However, cannot be 
declared “absolutely”, it just appears that is what happened. 
2 Samuel 2:10–11 (NKJV) 10 Ishbosheth, Saul’s son, was forty years old when he began to reign over Israel, and he reigned two years. Only the 
house of Judah followed David. 11 And the time that David was king in Hebron over the house of Judah was seven years and six months.  
 
2 Samuel 5:4–5 (NKJV) 4 David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years. 5 In Hebron he reigned over Judah seven 
years and six months, and in Jerusalem he reigned thirty-three years over all Israel and Judah.  

 
5 Years Between Ishbosheth & United Kingdom / The Last years Can be the Hardest – Because You Have Taste 
So there's a five year period between the death of Ishbosheth and this coming together of all of Israel.  I would 
suggest to you, from just personal experience, that those last 5 years were harder than all those previous 15 years 
put together.  When David was living in caves and wilderness, the promise and dream seemed a million miles 



away.  But then he is made king and now the dream has come to a reality (mostly); how David must have after the 
death of Ishbosheth, immediately thought the promise of the Lord will now come to full reality…… but 5 more 
years he waits for his “Then”, the full fulfillment of what he knew the Lord had spoken to him.  And so too it may 
be for you today, you are in the hardest part of your wait, as God had spoken something to you a long time ago, it 
seemed so unlikely (maybe even impossible) that you questioned if it was your imagination or really a word from 
the Lord.  But then, a portion of it has come to pass, and you can taste of it, not fully, but in some little way.  You 
are seeing pieces of it before your very eyes, but not the fullness of it that you know is to be had.  Christian, this 
period, this phase, is the most crucial for you and please see the example in David, just wait……. Don’t force 
something!  There is a tendency in this part to say, this is obviously the Lord, just as He said it would be I can see it 
forming, but because it doesn’t fully come to pass, yet we see it forming, we can say I must finish this, I must help 
this along, and we become “amateur providences” (as Oswald Chambers likes to say) and we try to “help it along”, 
or get ahead of God, and disrupt what God is doing. 
2 Samuel 2:10–11 (NKJV) 10 Ishbosheth, Saul’s son, was forty years old when he began to reign over Israel, and he reigned two years. Only the 
house of Judah followed David. 11 And the time that David was king in Hebron over the house of Judah was seven years and six months.  
 
2 Samuel 5:4–5 (NKJV) 4 David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years. 5 In Hebron he reigned over Judah seven 
years and six months, and in Jerusalem he reigned thirty-three years over all Israel and Judah.  

 
Again – Always a Bigger Picture 
Remember there's always a bigger picture. You're waiting. David's waiting. He doesn't know the big picture of what 
God is doing with the nation (and next study – Jerusalem). But nonetheless, he's just resting in the Lord for these 5 
years, not knowing that God's bringing the whole nation together and brings it all into one nation because there 
was a period that the people had to be prepared and maybe that's you. You're waiting for whatever it is in your 
life,  

• a spouse,  

• a ministry,  

• a child 

• a job 

• a new location 

• that prodigal to come home 
You need to wait, not play “amateur providence”, and let God finishing working in the area of things you can’t see.  
Sometimes it's not you that God's waiting on, he actually waiting and working on the other person, or preparing 
that location, or arranging that need that you are the perfect fit for.  So yes sometimes it is hard for us to tell what 
he may be doing.  But……… God might just be saying, "It is you. I need to work on you before I can do something 
else”. This is why it's not going and moving forward. It's me, but maybe you feel that it isn't you, which I always say 
in all waiting situations, all war and spiritual attacks that come, all the long nights of waiting and wondering,  
 

You just keep being the man or woman of God. You keep doing what you're supposed to do. 
 
And then you can rest that your heart is knitted to the Lord and that His is knitted to yours and that His heart rests 
upon you and your heart rests upon Him and if that be the true, if your hearts are knitted together, resting upon 
each other, then what could we possibly ever want or question, "Where are You and why are You?" He will work 
all things together for you and all you need to do is rest in Him. But you be the man or woman of God, the 
man/woman after God's own heart.  

• Be faithful to His word.  

• Be faithful to righteousness.  

• Be faithful to holiness.  

• Be faithful to love. Be faithful to patience and kindness and goodness.  

• Be faithful to those things and know that your resting and waiting will not be in vain because God's word 
will come to pass. 

 
 
 



Must be waiting at Door of Opportunity 
Who do you hold the door for? The person who's at the door. If you're waiting for God to open the door for you, 
you've got to stay near the door, even if you've got to wait a little bit. When God opens that opportunity at the 
door, you have to be at the door to be able to walk through it, so stay near that door. Jesus is the door. Provides a 
way for us to come in and out. 
 
What to Do – When You Wait for Someone Else 
But what do you do when you are waiting for someone else to come into alignment, lets say…….. your spouse to 
change?  Stay in Hebron my brother/sister, stay in Hebron.  Hebron means “communion”.  David and Judah could 
never take Jerusalem, until the whole kingdom was united.  And you can’t take Jerusalem until you are united, no 
way while divided.  Man or woman of God, living in a divided home, do what David did, take the low road, no 
forcing the situation, no destroying (David doesn’t destroy Saul nor Ishbosheth).  Imagine if David would have 
killed Saul, or later Ishbosheth?  The kingdom would never have been united, people would never have responded 
to being forced into David as king, there would have been continually civil war.  Think about this, no prophetic 
fulfillment of Jerusalem, with Jesus (God will provide Himself the sacrifice) being crucified same spot that Abraham 
took his only son Isaac up to, to paint the picture perfect prophetic picture of Jesus taking the sins of the world on 
Mount Calvary.  What history are you writing right now that others will read (your kids, your extended family, 
neighbors, classmates, co-workers, brothers/sisters in the Lord).  Will it be an amazing “Then” story? 
 
What did you give thanks for today, and could you have given thanks if in time past, you would have bailed out and 
walked? 
 
Some THEN – Only Come THERE 
But I know, we know, and that is “Some THEN, will only come “THERE”, when we see Him from to face-to-face, and 
put off these tents and enter into heaven and His presence.  I don’t want to walk by your pain, your heartache, or 
your daily reminder.  There are some promises that will only come to pass, when we are “there”.  Only there, will 
be our “then”.  Only there will some bodies be healed, only there will you heart be fully healed from heartaches 
received from this fallen world, only there will those tears be wiped away.  That promise, that then, is sure and 
beautiful.  No more death, no sorrow, nor crying, no more pain……. For all the former things have passed away.  He 
will make all things new!  Write these words, for they are true and faithful.  Today when you take communion, our 
Lord reminds us, He makes all things new, by the cross for cleansing, and the resurrection for overcoming. 
Revelation 21:3–5 (NKJV) 3 And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with 
them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God. 4 And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there 
shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.” 5 Then He who sat on the 
throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.” And He said to me, “Write, for these words are true and faithful.”  

 
Recap of the Length of David’s Reign (5:4-5) 
2 Samuel 5:4 David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years.  
2 Samuel 5:5 In Hebron he reigned over Judah seven years and six months, and in Jerusalem he reigned thirty-
three years over all Israel and Judah.  
 
40 years / 7.5 & 33 
So based on verse 5, and it saying he (David) reigned 33 years over “ALL” Israel and Judah, there is a 5 year period 
between Ishbosheth’s death, and David being anointed king over “all” Israel and Judah.  However, cannot be 
declared “absolutely”, it just appears that is what happened. 
 
David Living in Hebron / Once Called Kirjath Arba / Caleb – Wholly Followed the Lord 
David is living in Hebron (which means “communion”); but Hebron use to be called (Kirjath Arba), and it was name 
that because we are told in Joshua 14:15 “Arba” was the greatest man among the Anakim (who if you recall were 
the giants of the land).  Arba and the giants were the greatest, until Caleb came along, and Caleb at the age of 85 
went in and did some whoop-up on the giants of the land, and sent them packing and running.  And Caleb could do 
such damage upon the giants in his land because (Joshua 14:14) he “wholly” followed the Lord God of Israel.  I love 
it!  And may we be a people who have the same guts and faith that Caleb had; and drive the giants out of our 



inheritance.  To be as bold as Caleb, and say Lord give me the land where the giants live, I want my later years to 
be greatest years, forget comfort and ease, give me a fight because I love the glory that You get in the victory and 
the driving out of the enemy. 
Joshua 14:6–15 (NKJV) 6 Then the children of Judah came to Joshua in Gilgal. And Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite said to him: “You 

know the word which the LORD said to Moses the man of God concerning you and me in Kadesh Barnea. 7 I was forty years old when Moses the 
servant of the LORD sent me from Kadesh Barnea to spy out the land, and I brought back word to him as it was in my heart. 8 Nevertheless my 
brethren who went up with me made the heart of the people melt, but I wholly followed the LORD my God. 9 So Moses swore on that day, saying, 
‘Surely the land where your foot has trodden shall be your inheritance and your children’s forever, because you have wholly followed the LORD 
my God.’ 10 And now, behold, the LORD has kept me alive, as He said, these forty-five years, ever since the LORD spoke this word to Moses while 
Israel wandered in the wilderness; and now, here I am this day, eighty-five years old. 11 As yet I am as strong this day as on the day that Moses 
sent me; just as my strength was then, so now is my strength for war, both for going out and for coming in. 12 Now therefore, give me this 
mountain of which the LORD spoke in that day; for you heard in that day how the Anakim were there, and that the cities were great and fortified. 
It may be that the LORD will be with me, and I shall be able to drive them out as the LORD said.” 13 And Joshua blessed him, and gave Hebron to 
Caleb the son of Jephunneh as an inheritance. 14 Hebron therefore became the inheritance of Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite to this 
day, because he wholly followed the LORD God of Israel. 15 And the name of Hebron formerly was Kirjath Arba (Arba was the greatest man 
among the Anakim). Then the land had rest from war.  

 
David has Heart of Caleb – Will Take Jerusalem Next 
I love the heart of Caleb, and David has the heart of Caleb as in our next verses David is going to take Jerusalem, 
with men who have hearts like his and Caleb’s.  I love the guts of Caleb, I love the guts of David, and may we be a 
people who are expanding and taking the land for our King.  Starting with our lives personally, driving out the 
giants with relentless boldness and power. 
 
No Fear – No Compromise 
 
David Conquers and Takes the City of Jerusalem (6-9) 
2 Samuel 5:6 And the king and his men went to Jerusalem against the Jebusites, the inhabitants of the land, who 
spoke to David, saying, “You shall not come in here; but the blind and the lame will repel you,” thinking, “David 
cannot come in here.”  
2 Samuel 5:7 Nevertheless David took the stronghold of Zion (that is, the City of David).  
2 Samuel 5:8 Now David said on that day, “Whoever climbs up by way of the water shaft and defeats the 
Jebusites (the lame and the blind, who are hated by David’s soul), he shall be chief and captain.” Therefore they 
say, “The blind and the lame shall not come into the house.”  
 
They Taunt David 
Because of its location, Jerusalem was an easily defended city. This made the Jebusites overconfident and quick to 
mock David and his troops.  Mind you, the people of Israel now after some 400 years, still had not taken this city 
which is a promised inheritance to them. 
Joshua 15:63 (NKJV) 63 As for the Jebusites, the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the children of Judah could not drive them out; but the Jebusites 
dwell with the children of Judah at Jerusalem to this day.  

 
Boom – City Taken in a Verse / The Problem is Never the Battle – It is Having the right King 
So, just like that in one verse, David takes the city. After 400 years, what seemed to be impenetrable, is taken in a 
verse.  No big long drawn out details like it was some big major military operation. It just comes down to one 
verse, and David takes the city. You know what we see and it's been said so beautifully. The problem is never the 
battle. It's just finding the right King. There is no battle that is too great when you have the right King. 
 
The problem is never the battle, it's always just finding the right King. Many people the reason that the battle is 
the problem to them, is that they don't have the right King or they don't put and keep the right King on the throne. 
It always comes down to the issue of Lordship. The willingness to submit of life to the Lord Jesus Christ and obey 
the Lord Jesus Christ. The problem is never the battle. It's finding the right King. And when you find the right King 
and you say, "I'm yours King. Have your way with me. I belong to you." Therefore, the King now has a responsibility 
to you. And he wants to have responsibility, and that is to be your King and provide for you his loved one. The 
problem is never the battle, it's always finding the right King. And that King is Jesus Christ. 
 
 



1 Chronicles 12 / 340,000 Men of War 
1 Chronicles 12 lists the men who came ready to serve with and fight alongside of David for the unity and the 
oneness of the kingdom. This is over 340,000 men whose hearts were perfect onto David, ready for war, for peace 
and unity of Israel. 
1 Chronicles 12:23–40 (NKJV) 23 Now these were the numbers of the divisions that were equipped for war, and came to David at Hebron to turn 
over the kingdom of Saul to him, according to the word of the LORD: 24 of the sons of Judah bearing shield and spear, six thousand eight hundred 
armed for war; 25 of the sons of Simeon, mighty men of valor fit for war, seven thousand one hundred; 26 of the sons of Levi four thousand six 
hundred; 27 Jehoiada, the leader of the Aaronites, and with him three thousand seven hundred; 28 Zadok, a young man, a valiant warrior, and 
from his father’s house twenty-two captains; 29 of the sons of Benjamin, relatives of Saul, three thousand (until then the greatest part of them 
had remained loyal to the house of Saul); 30 of the sons of Ephraim twenty thousand eight hundred, mighty men of valor, famous men 
throughout their father’s house; 31 of the half-tribe of Manasseh eighteen thousand, who were designated by name to come and make David 
king; 32 of the sons of Issachar who had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to do, their chiefs were two hundred; and all 
their brethren were at their command; 33 of Zebulun there were fifty thousand who went out to battle, expert in war with all weapons of war, 
stouthearted men who could keep ranks; 34 of Naphtali one thousand captains, and with them thirty-seven thousand with shield and spear; 35 of 
the Danites who could keep battle formation, twenty-eight thousand six hundred; 36 of Asher, those who could go out to war, able to keep 
battle formation, forty thousand; 37 of the Reubenites and the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh, from the other side of the Jordan, one 
hundred and twenty thousand armed for battle with every kind of weapon of war. 38 All these men of war, who could keep ranks, came to 
Hebron with a loyal heart, to make David king over all Israel; and all the rest of Israel were of one mind to make David king. 39 And they were 
there with David three days, eating and drinking, for their brethren had prepared for them. 40 Moreover those who were near to them, from as 
far away as Issachar and Zebulun and Naphtali, were bringing food on donkeys and camels, on mules and oxen—provisions of flour and cakes of 
figs and cakes of raisins, wine and oil and oxen and sheep abundantly, for there was joy in Israel.  

 
Notice Issachar – Knew the Times 
Notice Issachar, the man who knew and understood the times and the season, and that needs to be us.  We are a 
people who need to be living and understanding the times that we live in, and we need to live accordingly. And we 
need to be preparing our families, our church, and any who will hear that the time is near, and this is what you're 
to do. First we have to be the people living according to what we're gonna do and should do, and it's accordance to 
the Word of God, and being men and women in obedience to the Word and men and women who turn our 
individual hearts into the temple of God, and it becomes a house of prayer, and then we come here as a fellowship 
and turned this four walls into a house of prayer as we see and discern the times that we live in, and then we make 
ready as we call out to others the time that we live in and the day will draw near and get ready themselves. 
1 Chronicles 12:32 (NKJV) 32 of the sons of Issachar who had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to do, their chiefs were two 
hundred; and all their brethren were at their command;  

 

• Creation (4,000BC) / Flood (2350BC) / Abraham (2,000BC) 

• Slavery  Egypt (1850 – 1450BC) / Wilderness (1450 – 1410BC) 
• Period of Judges (1400 – 1050BC) 

• King Saul (1050 – 1010BC) / King David (1010 – 970BC)   

• Kings (970BC – 586BC) 

• 70 Years of Captivity in Babylon (605BC – 536BC) 

• Return nd Rebuild Walls of Jerusalem (445BC) 

• Jesus Born & Divides Time 

• They miss the King of Kings (33AD 

• Jerusalem Destroyed the People Dispersed (70AD) 

• 2,000 years without a Homeland, scattered throughout earth 

• May 14, 1948 – the Nation Born Again in a Day 

• Next Up – Magog Invasion of Israel (Ezekiel 38-39) – Date? SOON! 
 
May we be busy about the Kings business, may we live lives that are fully and wholly set apart for Him, may we be 
men and woman who live set apart from this world (in personal holiness), in dying to self, and living wholly and 
fully unto to our Lord.  Saying here I am Lord, You gave Your life for me, now here is my life for You! 
 
Billy Borden Story 
   In 1904 William Borden graduated from a Chicago high school. As heir to the Borden family fortune, he was 
already wealthy. For his high school graduation present, his parents gave 16-year-old Borden a trip around the 



world. As the young man traveled through Asia, the Middle East, and Europe, he felt a growing burden for the 
world's hurting people. Finally, Bill Borden wrote home about his "desire to be a missionary." 
     One friend expressed disbelief that Bill was "throwing himself away as a missionary." 
     In response, Borden wrote two words in the back of his Bible: "No reserves." 
     Even though young Borden was wealthy, he arrived on the campus of Yale University in 1905 trying to look like 
just one more freshman. Very quickly, however, Borden's classmates noticed something unusual about him and it 
wasn't that he had lots of money. One of them wrote: "He came to college far ahead, spiritually, of any of us. He 
had already given his heart in full surrender to Christ and had really done it. We who were his classmates learned 
to lean on him and find in him a strength that was solid as a rock, just because of this settled purpose and 
consecration." 
     During his college years, Bill Borden made an entry in his personal journal that defined what his classmates were 
seeing in him. That entry said simply: "Say 'no' to self and 'yes' to Jesus every time." 
     Borden's first disappointment at Yale came when the university president spoke in a convocation about the 
students' need of "having a fixed purpose." After that speech, Borden wrote: "He neglected to say what our 
purpose should be, and where we should get the ability to persevere and the strength to resist temptations." 
Surveying the Yale faculty and much of the student body, Borden lamented what he saw as the end result of an 
empty, humanistic philosophy: moral weakness and sin-ruined lives. 
     During his first semester at Yale, Borden started something that would transform campus life. One of his friends 
described how it began: "It was well on in the first term when Bill and I began to pray together in the morning 
before breakfast. I cannot say positively whose suggestion it was, but I feel sure it must have originated with Bill. 
We had been meeting only a short time when a third student joined us and soon after a fourth. The time was spent 
in prayer after a brief reading of Scripture. Bill's handling of Scripture was helpful. . . . He would read to us from the 
Bible, show us something that God had promised and then proceed to claim the promise with assurance." 
     Borden's small morning prayer group gave birth to a movement that soon spread across the campus. By the end 
of his first year, 150 freshman were meeting weekly for Bible study and prayer. By the time Bill Borden was a 
senior, one thousand of Yale's 1,300 students were meeting in such groups. 
     Borden made it his habit to seek out the most "incorrigible" students and try to bring them to salvation. "In his 
sophomore year we organized Bible study groups and divided up the class of 300 or more, each man interested 
taking a certain number, so that all might, if possible, be reached. The names were gone over one by one, and the 
question asked, 'Who will take this person?' When it came to someone thought to be a hard proposition, there 
would be an ominous pause. Nobody wanted the responsibility. Then Bill's voice would be heard, 'Put him down to 
me.'" 
     Borden's outreach ministry was not confined to the Yale campus. He cared about widows and orphans and the 
disabled. He rescued drunks from the streets of New Haven. To try to rehabilitate them, he founded the Yale Hope 
Mission. One of Bill Borden's friends wrote that he "might often be found in the lower parts of the city at night, on 
the street, in a cheap lodging house or some restaurant to which he had taken a poor hungry fellow to feed him, 
seeking to lead men to Christ." 
     Borden's missionary call narrowed to the Muslim Kansu people in China. Once he fixed his eyes on that goal, 
Borden never wavered. He also challenged his classmates to consider missionary service. One of them said of him: 
"He certainly was one of the strongest characters I have ever known, and he put backbone into the rest of us at 
college. There was real iron in him, and I always felt he was of the stuff martyrs were made of, and heroic 
missionaries of more modern times." 
     Although he was a millionaire, Bill seemed to "realize always that he must be about his Father's business, and 
not wasting time in the pursuit of amusement." Although Borden refused to join a fraternity, "he did more with his 
classmates in his senior year than ever before." He presided over the huge student missionary conference held at 
Yale and served as president of the honor society Phi Beta Kappa. 
     Upon graduation from Yale, Borden turned down some high-paying job offers. In his Bible, he wrote two more 
words: "No retreats." 
     William Borden went on to do graduate work at Princeton Seminary in New Jersey. When he finished his studies 
at Princeton, he sailed for China. Because he was hoping to work with Muslims, he stopped first in Egypt to study 
Arabic. While there, he contracted spinal meningitis. Within a month, 25-year-old William Borden was dead. 
     When the news of William Whiting Borden's death was cabled back to the U.S., the story was carried by nearly 
every American newspaper. "A wave of sorrow went round the world . . . Borden not only gave (away) his wealth, 



but himself, in a way so joyous and natural that it (seemed) a privilege rather than a sacrifice" wrote Mary Taylor in 
her introduction to his biography. 
     Was Borden's untimely death a waste? Not in God's perspective. Prior to his death, Borden had written two 
more words in his Bible. Underneath the words "No reserves" and "No retreats," he had written: "No regrets." 

 
No Reserves, No Retreats, No Regrets 
 
2 Samuel 5:8 Now David said on that day, “Whoever climbs up by way of the water shaft and defeats the 
Jebusites (the lame and the blind, who are hated by David’s soul), he shall be chief and captain.” Therefore they 
say, “The blind and the lame shall not come into the house.”  
 
Water Source 
David knew there had to be a water source. He knew there was no water source inside the walls, so David knew 
that the water source was somewhere outside the wall. He found that shaft, which was the water source, in the 
Spring of Gihon, and that's where he would bring his soldiers to go in and unlock the city, and David's men would 
pour in and take the city.  
 
Charles Warren – Archeological Discovery of this Shaft 
After the British defeated the Ottoman Empire, led by General Edmund Allenby, in 1917, and they retook the City 
of Jerusalem that had been held by the Ottoman Empire for some 400 years.  One of Allenby's engineers, his name 
was Charles Warren, and he was a Christian, and he was into the bible, and he started digging. All kinds of people 
came to do archeological excavations to just see this Holy Land, and he found himself uncovering this very shaft of 
Gihon. You can see it today when you go there. 3,000 years later, still preserved for us. Hezekiah, the king of Israel, 
he would use the same water source to make what we know as Hezekiah's tunnel, to bring water in from the city, 
because there was no water source inside the walls of the city. 
 
The Bible Verified 
So General Warren found this shaft. It's an amazing shaft, it's like 50 feet straight up and down, cut through solid 
bedrock. Archeological evidence of what you hold in your hand, everything just as God says it would be. There it is 
in your hand. 
 
Joab Climbs the Shaft 
We find that it's Joab who scales the shaft. It's 50 feet high. That's like 5 stories, solid bedrock. It'd be wet, and yet 
he has the strength and ability to climb. You can imagine that, the hands spread, the feet spread, struggling and 
straining, but he won't give up, and he makes it up. You know what? When you're determined to bring glory to 
God, you'll sweat it out. You'll crank it out. You'll drive it out, because you would rather die than fail. This heart at 
this moment, Joab's got some issues, for sure, but this heart at this moment, just undeniable. A man who wants to 
please his king. May we tear a page out of that book. Yeah, we got to throw some of the other Joab book away, but 
this page, it's a keeper. The determination to overcome, to take a city, to deliver an enemy, to rescue a people for 
his king. 
1 Chronicles 11:6–9 (NKJV) 6 Now David said, “Whoever attacks the Jebusites first shall be chief and captain.” And Joab the son of Zeruiah went 
up first, and became chief. 7 Then David dwelt in the stronghold; therefore they called it the City of David. 8 And he built the city around it, from 
the Millo to the surrounding area. Joab repaired the rest of the city. 9 So David went on and became great, and the LORD of hosts was with him.  

 
Archeological Evidence – A Treasure in Your Hand 
So there's archeological evidence right there for all to see. And there is another archeological treasure you can see 
in Jerusalem, and it's an empty tomb. It very well could be the tomb of Jesus Christ. I've been there, and I've been 
in there, and I'll tell you what's in there. Or should I say, "I'll tell you what's not in there?" It's an empty tomb. He is 
alive. Your Savior is alive. He's risen, He lives forevermore, and He's seated at the right hand of the throne of the 
Father. He lives to make intercession for you. He defeated sin on the cross. He defeated death at the resurrection. 
Now he lives to make intercession for you before the throne of heaven, and He lives inside you to give you the 
power to live every word that you hold in your hand. He fulfills the law, because He is the embodiment of the law. 



He lived the perfect life, and now says to you, "I can do the same thing through you. You can live. Oh, not the 
perfect life, but the victorious life." 
 
If Jesus is living to make intercession for you, doesn't Philippians 1:6 ... "He who began a good work will be faithful 
to complete it. Doesn't Philippians 1:6 make it a little more believable to you? It should be a whole lot more 
believable. In fact, it should be completely, 100%, believable that he who began a good work will be faithful to 
complete it, because He lives inside me. He's living to intercede for me. 
 
2 Samuel 5:9 Then David dwelt in the stronghold, and called it the City of David. And David built all around from 
the Millo and inward.  
 
They Taunt David 
Some 400 years, still had not taken this city which is a promised inheritance to them.  “Then” has come to pass. 
Joshua 15:63 (NKJV) 63 As for the Jebusites, the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the children of Judah could not drive them out; but the Jebusites 
dwell with the children of Judah at Jerusalem to this day.  

 
Jerusalem 
David takes Jerusalem, and Jerusalem will be the center of history for all mankind, it will be at Jerusalem that God 
Himself will be our sacrifice.  See study notes on this passage below. 
 
God Establishes and Strengthens David Kingship Over Israel (5:10-12) 
2 Samuel 5:10 So David went on and became great, and the LORD God of hosts was with him.  
 
Going & Growing 
David went on and grew great, or, literally in the Hebrew text, “David went going and growing.” I like that. “Lord, 
let that be me. Help me to keep going and help me to keep growing.” The Lord will take you as far as you want to 
go—but not one step further. 
 
David was a man after God’s heart. He wanted more of Him, wanted to be closer to Him, wanted to gain more 
knowledge about Him. What about you? Was there ever a time in your walk when you were closer to the Lord 
than you are now, when you felt His presence to a greater degree, when you were drawn to Him in greater 
intimacy? If so, I have great news for you. Right here, right now, you can say, “Lord, I’m here. I’ve been bogged 
down. But here I am. Take me deeper. Take me further. I want to keep going and I want to keep growing.” And I 
guarantee He’ll hear your prayer 
 
2 Samuel 5:11 Then Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers to David, and cedar trees, and carpenters and masons. 
And they built David a house.  
 
Hiram of Tyre 
Hiram was in Tyre—or present-day Lebanon, thirty-five miles north of Haifa. Although Hiram was not a Jew, he was 
wise enough to recognize that David’s God was blessing Israel mightily and that it would be wise for him to assist 
David and to ally himself with Israel. To this end, he sent supplies and workers to construct a palace for David. 
 
Ok to Do Business with Unbelievers 
Verse 11, Hiram comes, a foreign king. He's gonna build David a house. I would always say there will some type of 
financial transfer. But whatever the case, I just want to make a point. It's okay to do business with non-Christians 
and so some Christians get wrapped up in that, that they won't do business with non-Christians. But here we see 
this guy. He's not of the faith, no indication of that. David's doing business with him, so it's okay to do business. It's 
just not okay to be partners with them because you know why? They're still working from a different set of 
standards and integrity that could be different from your and you could find yourself being in a real sticky position 
where they might think it's okay to skirt the law and not pay taxes, pay under the table, ignore some laws, 
whatever it might be. Then you're gonna find yourself partnering with somebody that you two, you might have the 
same business goals, but you don't have the same business rules. That's gonna be a problem at some point. So 



follow your conscience, whether you should do business with someone outside the faith. Follow the word of God 
very clearly that you shall not partner with them. When I say follow your conscience, I'm saying there's a place that 
there's some business that doesn't sit well with me where they invest their money. Some of the business is just 
against the faith and they'll use their profits to tear down the faith and maybe influence politicians or supply things 
that are contrary to word of God. So you just have to really go with your conscience if God's saying no, not to. I can 
remember we were down in the DC area and there was this restaurant that just looked amazing. You could even 
smell it. I was in the mood for this food. I'm not making a broad sweeping statement here, but I just, as I read the 
newspaper that they had out front of their restaurant that they were selling the Tehran Times, the newspaper was 
totally anti-Semitic. It was totally against Israel and it was totally for the destruction of the people of Israel. I just 
turned to Renee and said, "You know what? My conscience won't allow me to eat here and spend money here that 
I know in my heart is gonna end up possibly back in that land to do destruction against the nation of Israel." I said, 
"I just can't be part of that," and so we found somewhere else. 
 
2 Samuel 5:12 So David knew that the LORD had established him as king over Israel, and that He had exalted His 
kingdom for the sake of His people Israel.  
 
God Blesses – So We Bless Others 
David understood that God was blessing his kingdom for His people’s sake. In other words David said, “God has 
blessed me to be a blessing.” What a key understanding this is. I’m convinced God is looking for people to bless 
who want to be blessed for one purpose: that they might be a blessing to others. 
 
God wants to bless His people. I'm not going overboard on a prosperity doctrine, but I don't want to run from the 
misuse and abuse that's been made, but it's a statement, it's a fact. God wants to bless His people, and He wants 
to bless them with more than the financial, because that's what we get so wrapped up in with, is the materialistic. 
God's blessing is He wants to bless you with His presence, with His love. 
 
He wants to give you a basket of fruit, because you can pick fruit from that basket that has an abundant supply, 
and an unlimited supply, literally grown and harvested from the heaven itself. The fruit of the spirit that God gives 
freely, love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. I want to bless you 
with these things. Which ones do you need today? He wants to bless us, and then he wants to bless people with 
us. We're part of the means that he uses to bless His people with this harvest. As He uses us to bless, we ... And as 
He blesses other people, by us being that blessing, oh, the tremendous blessing that flows back upon us. 
 
Took 20 years of Trials 
And so of course, can't miss that point of what David had to go through to get to the place where he was shaped 
and molded to be the blessing that could bless the people. And of course, that David would be humble, and not 
touch the glory that he would recognize, that it's all God's glory. 
 
David Takes More Wives and has More Sons (5:13-16) 
2 Samuel 5:13 And David took more concubines and wives from Jerusalem, after he had come from Hebron. Also 
more sons and daughters were born to David.  
2 Samuel 5:14 Now these are the names of those who were born to him in Jerusalem: Shammua, Shobab, 
Nathan, Solomon,  
2 Samuel 5:15 Ibhar, Elishua, Nepheg, Japhia,  
2 Samuel 5:16 Elishama, Eliada, and Eliphelet.  
 
Kink in the Armor 
so there's a kink in the armor. Isn't it amazing how he can be so spot on in one area as we'll see David so many 
times dealing justice correctly in murder, destroying of idols we'll see before this chapter's over. Yet, here he is. 
He's destroying idols (we will see in a few verses). That's Deuteronomy, chapter 17. But he's taken and gaining 
wives and gathering wives to himself. But for some reason, he's not honoring that word of multiplying wives. He'll 
hamstrung horses and destroy chariots in chapter 17 as commanded, but he'll still keep multiplying wives contrary 
to the word of chapter 17. How is that in David's life and in our lives too that we can be so spot on in this one area, 



so perfect, and yet in another area, be so far away and yet somehow not even realize it or somehow justify it? Now 
what I say is you know what? We can't evaluate our walk at 30,000 feet. We can't take our Christiandom and our 
faith in a broad summation and go, "I'm doing pretty good." We can't do that from 30,000 feet and say, "The big 
picture is I'm doing good. I'm saved. I'm going to church. I'm walking with the Lord." We have to evaluate our walk 
by how we walk and we walk step by step. It's a walk. It's not a flight and so we have to say, "Lord, here I am and 
this is where I'm stepping right now today or at this very moment. How am I doing in this very moment?" We have 
to go through our day step by day. We have to go through our week step by step. We have to go through our 
month step by step and every step, there's a place for us to evaluate how am I really doing? When we come to a 
step and we go, "I'm not doing well here. I'm kind of ignoring this or I'm kind of justifying this," then we have to 
come to that step and go, "You know what, Lord? I need a course adjustment here. I need a step adjustment," and 
God'll do it, but I think there's a place where we can't just keep walking because we're trying to get someplace and 
we ignore some of the steps we're taking along the way. We gotta stop, step, stop, survey. How am I doing? Take a 
survey. Ask yourself, "How am I really doing?" Step, stop, and survey. 
 

No Reserves, No Retreats, No Regrets 

 
David Defeats the Philistines – Round 1 (5:17-21) 
2 Samuel 5:17 Now when the Philistines heard that they had anointed David king over Israel, all the Philistines 
went up to search for David. And David heard of it and went down to the stronghold.  
 
David’s Stronghold is Prayer 
Back in verse seven, and as it says, "Great strength." David doesn't go out to fight, nor send out recon, or go and 
have a committee. David goes to his stronghold, and notice what his stronghold is. It's prayer, as in verse 19, David 
inquires of the Lord. 
 
Philistines Ok with Civil War 
The Philistines were okay with David when him and Saul were at war. The one king loved him. We read there's four 
kings who didn't trust him. But they didn't drive him out, so see, the Philistines and the kings, they were okay with 
David as long as he was at war with Saul. They were okay with a divided kingdom, but once it becomes a divided 
kingdom, now they're coming to destroy. As long as there was a civil war, they were fine, but once it came to a 
united kingdom, they're no longer fine with David. Here they come to attack and destroy. 
 
And so it is with our life. Once you start uniting the kingdom of God, here comes the enemy. Once you start being 
the peacemaker, once you start calling people who were not once part of the kingdom and you start witnessing 
and drawing them into the kingdom, you can be sure here comes the enemy. He's gonna come down on you and 
you'll think he's camping out in your backyard. That's how much warfare he's gonna bring against you because he 
is not gonna allow you to unite a kingdom. So just recognize that and be ready for that. 
 
2 Samuel 5:18 The Philistines also went and deployed themselves in the Valley of Rephaim.  
2 Samuel 5:19 So David inquired of the LORD, saying, “Shall I go up against the Philistines? Will You deliver them 
into my hand?” And the LORD said to David, “Go up, for I will doubtless deliver the Philistines into your hand.”  
 
Promise is a Promise 
God says go up against them. That's as good as done. The Jewish people there in Israel have a saying, "A promise is 
a promise." If you will sit on that and think about that, write it down in your journal. God's promise is a promise. 
It's done. It's a guarantee. It will come to pass, because with God, a promise is a promise. 
 
Rephaim means “Valley of the Giants.” Although David was a giant-killer, he didn’t say, “I’ve already killed the 
biggest giant of them all. This will be no problem.” No, he said, “Lord what do You want me to do?”  You might be a 
giant-killer. You might think, I can handle this problem. I know how to deal with those things—I’ve done it before. 
But David didn’t think that way. This man who has a heart for God stops and prays. “Is this what You want, Lord?” 
 



2 Samuel 5:20 So David went to Baal Perazim, and David defeated them there; and he said, “The LORD has 
broken through my enemies before me, like a breakthrough of water.” Therefore he called the name of that 
place Baal Perazim.  
 
Enemy Feels Like Flood – We Mistaken 
David's words after the victory are: "The Lord has broken forth on my enemies," and that we're literally, that 
phrase, literally means like a dam breaking and the water just gushing forth, and washing everything away that's in 
its path. And that's how he likens when God broke through. it was like a flood. And so often we feel it's the enemy 
that's pressing in like a flood. And yet we miss the point, no, when God comes and fights for us, it's God who 
comes in like a flood, and washes them away. Washes that battle away and brings us the victory. 
 
Baal-perazim means “breach of waters,” or “breakthrough.” “The Lord has given me this breakthrough,” David 
declared. “It wasn’t my strategy. It wasn’t my ability. It wasn’t my energy. I prayed to the Lord, and He secured the 
victory.” 
 
2 Samuel 5:21 And they left their images there, and David and his men carried them away.  
 
Burn Them 
In Deuteronomy 7, God declared that the images of the enemies were to be burned. In Deuteronomy 17, God 
declared that kings were not to gather to themselves multiple wives. Although David had a hard time with 
Deuteronomy 17, he nails Deuteronomy 7. We must do the same. Any images that are of the enemy—be they 
books, magazines, music, or videos—must be destroyed—not controlled, not saved, not sold—but destroyed. 
2 Samuel 5:21 (KJV 1900) 21 And there they left their images, and David and his men burned them.  
 
Deuteronomy 7:4–5 (NKJV) 4 For they will turn your sons away from following Me, to serve other gods; so the anger of the LORD will be aroused 
against you and destroy you suddenly. 5 But thus you shall deal with them: you shall destroy their altars, and break down their sacred pillars, and 
cut down their wooden images, and burn their carved images with fire.  

 
David Defeats the Philistines – Round 2 (5:22-25) 
2 Samuel 5:22 Then the Philistines went up once again and deployed themselves in the Valley of Rephaim.  
2 Samuel 5:23 Therefore David inquired of the LORD, and He said, “You shall not go up; circle around behind 
them, and come upon them in front of the mulberry trees.  
2 Samuel 5:24 And it shall be, when you hear the sound of marching in the tops of the mulberry trees, then you 
shall advance quickly. For then the LORD will go out before you to strike the camp of the Philistines.”  
2 Samuel 5:25 And David did so, as the LORD commanded him; and he drove back the Philistines from Geba as far 
as Gezer.  
 
Enemy Always Comes Back 
Philistines come back because the enemy always does. He's not going to quit. Just expect it. Don't think it's strange 
or odd. Just expect it. 
 
Fresh Word from the Lord 
David had already beaten the same people in the same place. But David was a man who sought a fresh word from 
the Lord for each and every situation. He didn’t assume anything. How I want to be more like him. 
 
So David inquires of the Lord, there's always the wisdom before you act, ask. Again, before you act, ask. "Lord, 
what would you have me to do? How would you have me to do it? And then, what is your heart that I do it in?" 
'Cause it's not just doing something, it's doing it with the heart of God. And that's even when we come down to 
everyday activities, doing it with the heart of God. 'Cause you know what? Doing laundry without the heart of God 
is not pleasing to the Lord. You know what? Doing dishes and being disgruntled about having to do them, even 
though you know you have to do them, but doing them without the heart of God is not the way to do it. Even the 
small things we require the Lord, and then require His heart, and we'll find the presence of the Lord in them. But in 
all things when we inquire the Lord, we are asking his presence in that work, and you'll never go wrong when God 
shows up in whatever that thing is that you're doing. 



 
So David inquires to the Lord, the Lord says, "Yes, go out." And God bring the victory. But notice a key point here, 
in that what worked one time isn't a natural what we should use the next time, hence why men are always to be  
praying and not faint. Hence why pray without ceasing. Hence why we continually go back to the Lord and seek 
Him, because what we did and the way we did it once before, God might be saying, "No, this time go around. Don't 
go up. Go around." And so we see value in praying without ceasing, and continually coming back to the Lord. And 
Lord loves putting us in different situations, because then it continually brings us back, and it's really His presence 
that He's desiring through these actions that we are fellowship in with Him. 
 
And notice the Lord says to him, and when you hear the sound in the Mulberry trees. The leaves of the mulberry 
trees in Israel are so light that even the slightest breeze will cause them to move. In fact, even an army would 
provide sufficient breeze to cause the mulberry leaves to move. If this massive Philistine army suddenly began to 
mobilize and move toward Jerusalem, that would indeed generate a large enough breeze to move the leaves—
which would be a signal to David as to which direction they were marching. 
 
It’s hard to Sit & Be Quiet 
God has given David the word to wait and to listen. And so David has to sit quietly before he moves, so he knows 
that he heard the sound that God had given him before he moves. And I think sometimes the hardest things for us 
to do as Christians, is to sit. And then the second hardest thing is to be silent. And the third is the wait. The sit, be 
silent, wait, and then when you hear from the Lord, move. Good word for us today. Sit, be silent and wait, and 
then when you hear the sound of the Lord, then move. 
 
And notice what the Lord says, "You sit, be silent, you wait, and I'll go out before you and defeat your enemies for 
you." And there's a key to victory, whatever it is in your life, what we just went over. Sit, be silent, wait, then move 
and watch the Lord bring victory. 
 

No Reserves, No Retreats, No Regrets 

 
The Word of God is Living & Powerful 
The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives. 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

 
In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  

• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
 
Boldly Come to Throne of Grace 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might work in 
you, and through you. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  
.  

 
End of Study  



2 Samuel 5:1-10 
 
Recap/Introduction 
We are in 2 Samuel chapter 5, and we left off with David being the king of Judah (which is one of the twelve tribes 
of Israel), and Ishbosheth who was the puppet king of the other 11 tribes of Israel has just being assassinated, and 
so finally after some 20 years, in our chapter today we will a united kingdom, under God’s chosen king, David, a 
man after God’s own heart. 
1 Samuel 13:14 (NKJV) 14 But now your kingdom shall not continue. The LORD has sought for Himself a man after His own heart, and the LORD 
has commanded him to be commander over His people, because you have not kept what the LORD commanded you.”  

 
The Word of God is Living & Powerful 
The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives. 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

 
In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  

• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
 
Boldly Come to Throne of Grace 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might work in 
you, and through you. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
Legend of the Red / God Paints a Love Story in an Unlikely Passage 
There is a legend of an artist who had found the secret of a wonderful red which no other artist could imitate. The 
secret of his color died with him. But after his death an old wound was discovered over his heart. This revealed the 
source of the matchless hue in his pictures.  And so for us today, the matchless beauty of God’s love for us will be 
poured out upon us.  He will paint a love story, in a most unlikely passage before us.  Let’s open up His Word, as He 
will open His heart to us, declare His great love for you and for me. 
 
2 Samuel 5:1 Then all the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron and spoke, saying, “Indeed we are your bone 
and your flesh.  
2 Samuel 5:2 Also, in time past, when Saul was king over us, you were the one who led Israel out and brought 
them in; and the LORD said to you, ‘You shall shepherd My people Israel, and be ruler over Israel.’ ”  
2 Samuel 5:3 Therefore all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron, and King David made a covenant with 
them at Hebron before the LORD. And they anointed David king over Israel.  
2 Samuel 5:4 David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years.  
 
God’s King – and A United Kingdom 
Here we are in chapter five, and finally a united kingdom, the king that God had chosen. He gave them a king that 
the people had chosen, but here we come into chapter five with the king that God had chosen. All the way back to 
Moses, God says "the people will come to a day they're going to want a king over me." It's going to grieve and 
break God's heart, but he gives them a king. He gives them the king that they chose first, Saul, but now they have a 
king that God has chosen. We're going to see what a nation looks like whose king God's hand is upon. The king, 
and having a king, first mentioned back in the time of Moses after the Exodus from Egypt, about 1400 BC. You 
know the string. They went with Joshua into the promised land. Then we had a period of judges. Saul, the first king 
around 1050 BC. Now God's king….. David, we're at around 1010 BC. That's where we are. We're about 1,000 years 
before Jesus Christ comes and walks in to Jerusalem and becomes the Lamb of God who will take away the sins of 
the world. 



Deuteronomy 17:14–15 (NKJV) 14 “When you come to the land which the LORD your God is giving you, and possess it and dwell in it, and say, ‘I 
will set a king over me like all the nations that are around me,’ 15 you shall surely set a king over you whom the LORD your God chooses; one from 
among your brethren you shall set as king over you; you may not set a foreigner over you, who is not your brother.  
 
John 1:29 (NKJV) 29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!  

 
400 Years Prior God Said They Will Ask for King / God’s Word Always Come to Pass 
Just as God had said some 400 years before regarding Israel will want a king, here it comes to pass. You know, 
God's word will always come to pass, always. God's word will always come to pass. It may take a long period of 
time. It may take a blink of an eye, but it will come to pass.  
 
What Word You Waiting on Today from the Lord 
I would say to you today, what word are you waiting for, what God's word are you waiting for in your life? Know it 
will come to pass. 
 
2 Samuel 5:5 In Hebron he reigned over Judah seven years and six months, and in Jerusalem he reigned thirty-
three years over all Israel and Judah.  
2 Samuel 5:6 And the king and his men went to Jerusalem against the Jebusites, the inhabitants of the land, who 
spoke to David, saying, “You shall not come in here; but the blind and the lame will repel you,” thinking, “David 
cannot come in here.”  
2 Samuel 5:7 Nevertheless David took the stronghold of Zion (that is, the City of David).  
2 Samuel 5:8 Now David said on that day, “Whoever climbs up by way of the water shaft and defeats the 
Jebusites (the lame and the blind, who are hated by David’s soul), he shall be chief and captain.” Therefore they 
say, “The blind and the lame shall not come into the house.”  
2 Samuel 5:9 Then David dwelt in the stronghold, and called it the City of David. And David built all around from 
the Millo and inward.  
2 Samuel 5:10 So David went on and became great, and the LORD God of hosts was with him.  
 
We Not Told Why David Takes Jerusalem 
So we're not given a clear reason why David would take Jerusalem, other than what we see is because it's a 
stronghold, because of the way it's situated, that it has three hills on each side, and has a continual rise in 
elevation, to come to it. Therefore, does make it a very strategic, in terms of military defense. We're going to see 
that David is going to strengthen it even more, and make it into a stronghold. 
 
Jerusalem is mentioned 800+ Times 
Jerusalem is mention in the Bible over 800 times. 
 
Golgotha and Mount Moriah are the Same Place 
Here is why David is heading to Jerusalem to make it his capital, and the center of the Nation, because Golgotha 
and Mount Moriah are one in the same place.  (see notes below from Genesis 22 study) 
Genesis 22:1–14 (NKJV) 1 Now it came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham, and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I 
am.” 2 Then He said, “Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt 
offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3 So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and took two of his 
young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he split the wood for the burnt offering, and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 
4 Then on the third day Abraham lifted his eyes and saw the place afar off. 5 And Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; 
the lad and I will go yonder and worship, and we will come back to you.” 6 So Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac 
his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife, and the two of them went together. 7 But Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, “My 
father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” Then he said, “Look, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 And 
Abraham said, “My son, God will provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt offering.” So the two of them went together. 9 Then they came to the 
place of which God had told him. And Abraham built an altar there and placed the wood in order; and he bound Isaac his son and laid him on the 
altar, upon the wood. 10 And Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 11 But the Angel of the LORD called to him from 
heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” So he said, “Here I am.” 12 And He said, “Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him; for now 
I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me.” 13 Then Abraham lifted his eyes and looked, and there 
behind him was a ram caught in a thicket by its horns. So Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it up for a burnt offering instead of his 
son. 14 And Abraham called the name of the place, The-LORD-Will-Provide; as it is said to this day, “In the Mount of the LORD it shall be provided.”  

 



(2 Chronicles 3:1 NKJV)  Now Solomon began to build the house of the LORD at Jerusalem on Mount Moriah, where the Lord had appeared to his 
father David, at the place that David had prepared on the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite. 

 
John 19:17–19 (NKJV) 17 And He, bearing His cross, went out to a place called the Place of a Skull, which is called in Hebrew, Golgotha, 18 where 
they crucified Him, and two others with Him, one on either side, and Jesus in the center. 19 Now Pilate wrote a title and put it on the cross. And 
the writing was: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS  

 
Golgotha is 777 meters – It is Finished 
It is fascinating that Golgotha topography is 777 meters, exactly, the number of completion, and Jesus would cry 
from that mountaintop, "It is finished. Done. Completed. Salvation has been provided, and if I be lifted up, I will 
draw all men to myself." 
John 19:30 (NKJV) 30 So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, “It is finished!” And bowing His head, He gave up His spirit.  

 
David Has No Idea of the Prophetic Implications 
So there's a place that God has brought David, and what's interesting is that David has no idea the prophetic 
implication of this place. David's coming because he thinks it's part of his life, and there's a place that God leads us 
in our life, and that leads us to this place, and leads us to that place. Maybe your job employment brought you to a 
place, and there in that place, you found yourself crossing paths with somebody. They introduce you to the Christ, 
and your whole life is changed, and you thought all along, that you were going to because that's where the job was 
taking you. You knew that you needed the work. 
 
The scripture says, "As a man will not work, neither shall he eat," and you find yourself going through life as it 
flows, and there's really nothing wrong with that. "Love the Lord your God, with all your heart, mind, and soul. 
Love your neighbor as yourself," and then do whatever you want from there. It's not a complicated life that we 
have here, of this Christian walk. "Love the Lord your God, with all your heart, mind, and soul. Love your neighbor 
as yourself." And by this, you've fulfilled the two greatest laws. God keeps it simple, because we need it to be 
simple. Amen to that. 
 
But David, he doesn't know the prophetic implications of what God is preparing, over 1,000 years before it's to 
take place. For Jesus Christ must be sacrificed on that exact hill. It's a must, because Genesis 22 is the prophetic 
picture that God would become the lamb, and provide himself the sacrifice, the picture of the lad that was dead, 
who in three days would rise from the dead. That location, of Genesis 22, is the exact location that Jesus Christ 
would be crucified. Let's take a flip, back to Genesis 22, and look at this story, prophetically amazing. 
 
God Moves Pieces – To Align Prophetic Revelation 
And to continue that theme, that we see, you might be ready, but God's bringing a whole world into alignment, 
and he does that ... He'll bring David and a whole nation into alignment, to move and make Jerusalem the apple of 
God's eye, the center of the prophetic time piece, and you know, I believe without a doubt, he does that in each 
and every one of our lives, whether we realize it or not. I believe he moves the pieces in a prophetic revelation, so 
that we might see a need for a savior, and that he might bring people, or a situation before us that brings us face-
to-face with the savior, and we make that connection with the savior, and are saved. 
 
Moves World to Get a Harlot 
The children of Israel wandered the wilderness for 40 years, all the pieces moving in place, and finally, after the 
last person who did not have the faith dies off as God has demanded it to be so, Joshua, on the 10th of Nisan in the 
Jewish calendar, crosses the Jordan River, into the promise land, as God had promised, Abraham. They're 
circumcised, and three days later, they celebrate the Passover, on the 14th of Nisan, just as God ordained it to be 
so, and then the next day, they start their March against Jericho. 
 
But of all the inhabitants, of all the places that the two spies that were sent into Jericho could have went, they end 
up at Rahab, the harlot, and the harlot's business residence, and yet she would say to them, "We've been waiting 
for you. We've been watching you wander the wilderness." She says, "Promise me that you will be kind to me and 
my family," to which they were, and she and her whole house were spared. Can you not see the picture of the 
Philippian jailer, as we read in the book of Acts, "And you shall be saved, and your whole household too." 



 
And to consider all the pieces that God moved, that he would arrange the whole universe, literally, to be at 
Rahab's door, to save one harlot and her family, it's hard to believe, until ... and see, and know the Lord, and know 
his goodness, and his mercy, and his love, and that it endures forever. 
 
And Rahab shall be in the lineage of the Messiah at that, look at the book of Matthew, so God would speak to each 
and every heart here today, "Is there anything that you've done, that God can't forgive, your past sin, your past 
reputation?" If you look at Rahab, you have to say no, and is there anyone here that God would say, "I can't use 
you because of your past sin and your past reputation"? To which we look at Rahab again, and we say no. We see 
an amazing God, moving the prophetic pieces around in our lives, around in our cities, around in our nations, 
around in the universe, and we don't see it. We rarely recognize it. How could we? But it's true. But God will stop 
the world for you, and God will stop the world for somebody else, and use you as that key piece that brings their 
world together. 
 
How Respond to This (Something we Can’t See) 
How do you respond to something like that, something you can't see, but something that you know that God does, 
because he's proven it through the Bible? I think it's just a place, and right now's the place. We say, "You know 
what, Lord? I don't know what you may be doing in my life, but what I want to say to you, because I love you, 
because I'm a man, I'm a woman after your own heart, my heart rests upon you, and I know your heart rests upon 
me. I can feel it, even right now, pressing upon me. I just say, 'Lord, I give you my life. Have your way. Do with me 
as you will, and I might not see it today, or even in my lifetime, but I yield my life to you, to whatever you would 
have it to be. I give it to you, to be one of the pieces that you use to shape and move the world, and I give you 
praise that you would count me worthy, to have a part, however small or large, in your plan. Blessed be the name 
of the Lord." 
 
First mention of Jerusalem – Genesis 14 / Melchizedek (Bread & Wine) 
The first mention of Jerusalem in the Bible is Genesis 14, when Melchizedek the king of Salem (another name for 
Jerusalem – Salem means “peace”) came out to meet Abraham after he had rescued his nephew Lot who had been 
taken captive by evil kings of the land.  Melchizedek meaning “King of Righteousness,” and Salem meaning 
“Peace,” this is most likely a Christophany—an Old Testament appearance of Christ.  Two thousand years before 
Christ came to die for our sin, Melchizedek brings a symbol of His death—bread and wine, the elements of 
Communion. Just as we are saved by looking back to Christ’s death on the Cross, Old Testament saints were saved 
by looking ahead to Christ’s death on the Cross—of which their sacrifices were a picture. When we partake of 
Communion it is in remembrance of Jesus. Abram partook of Melchizedek’s bread and wine in anticipation of 
Jesus. 
Genesis 14:18 (NKJV) 18 Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was the priest of God Most High.  
 
Hebrews 6:19–20 (NKJV) 19 This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which enters the Presence behind the veil, 
20 where the forerunner has entered for us, even Jesus, having become High Priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.  
 
Hebrews 7:1–3 (NKJV) 1 For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, who met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the 
kings and blessed him, 2 to whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all, first being translated “king of righteousness,” and then also king of 
Salem, meaning “king of peace,” 3 without father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but 
made like the Son of God, remains a priest continually.  

 
Communion 
Before I go on and finish our reading, I'd like to just remember Golgotha, Zion, that mount, 777 meters, perfect, 
and the perfect work to complete work, as let's take communion together. 
1 Corinthians 11:23–26 (NKJV) 23 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus on the same night in which 
He was betrayed took bread; 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you; do this 
in remembrance of Me.” 25 In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till He 
comes.  

 
 



History of Israel 
Let’s timestamp where we are in the history of Israel.  The year is approximately 1050BC.  Let’s do a quick history 
review of Israel: 

• Creation (4,000BC) 

• Flood (2350BC) 

• Abraham (2,000BC) 

• Slavery in Egypt (1850 – 1450BC) 

• Wilderness Wandering (1450 – 1410BC) 

• Period of Judges (1400 – 1050BC) 

• Kingdom United 
o King Saul (1050 – 1010BC)  
o King David (1010 – 970BC) – You are Here ☺ 
o King Solomon (970 – 930BC) 

• Kingdom Divided 
o Northern Kingdom (930BC – 722BC) 

▪ Conquered, Deported, Assimilated 
o Southern Kingdom (930BC – 586BC) 

▪ 70 Years of Captivity in Babylon (605BC – 536BC) 
▪ 586BC Jerusalem Destroyed 

• Return to Jerusalem (continually under the rule of another empire) 
o Babylon Empire (605 BC - 539BC) 
o Medo-Persian Empire (539BC - 332BC) 

▪ 1st group to return to Jerusalem from Exile (538BC) 
▪ ** Rebuilding of Temple Completed (516BC) ** 
▪ 2nd group to return to Jerusalem from Exile (478BC) 
▪ 3rd group to return to Jerusalem from Exile (445BC) 

o Grecian Empire (332BC - 68BC) 
o Roman Empire (68BC - 70AD) 

• They miss the King of Kings (33AD) 

• Jerusalem Destroyed the People Dispersed (70AD) 

• 2,000 years without a Homeland, scattered throughout earth 
o May 14, 1948 – the Nation Born Again in a Day 

• Next Up – Magog Invasion of Israel (Ezekiel 38-39) – Date? SOON! 
 
Israel will Have Kings About 500 Years / Then into Captivity 70 Years / Permission to Return 
Israel will have kings, starting with Saul, and then to David, then to David's son Solomon, and for about 500 years 
Israel will have kings.  But then because of the wickedness of their heart and idol worship and idolatry and turning 
away from the commandments of God and not letting the land rest, and all those things, they will go into captivity 
by the Babylonian Empire, king Nebuchadnezzar, and spend 70 years in captivity. Then Nehemiah, the king's 
cupbearer there, when the Medo-Persian Empire overthrows the Babylonian Empire, he will get the command to 
go forth and rebuild the walls of Jerusalem and be allowed to return to Jerusalem with God's people. 
Nehemiah 2:4–5 (NKJV) 4 Then the king said to me, “What do you request?” So I prayed to the God of heaven. 5 And I said to the king, “If it 
pleases the king, and if your servant has found favor in your sight, I ask that you send me to Judah, to the city of my fathers’ tombs, that I may 
rebuild it.”  

 
500 Years Later – Son of David Born / 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 / Lives to Make Intercession for You 
Then about 500 years later the son of David will be born, Jesus Christ, who will die on a hill outside of Palestine, 
there in the city of Jerusalem, be buried in a tomb, but on the third day raised from the dead, and then 40 days 
after that ascend into heaven, where now for 2,000 years he sits at the right hand of the Father, living to make 
intercession for you and I. Jesus is living to make intercession for you and I, the one who has the power to 
overcome the grave, the power to resurrect, and then ascend. He's living to make intercession. He's praying for us. 
I think you're going to make it, Christian. I think you're going to make it. 



1 Corinthians 15:3–4 (NKJV) 3 For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 
4 and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures,  
 
Acts 1:3 (NKJV) 3 to whom He also presented Himself alive after His suffering by many infallible proofs, being seen by them during forty days and 
speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God.  
 
Acts 1:9–11 (NKJV) 9 Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. 10 
And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel, 11 who also said, “Men of 
Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you 
saw Him go into heaven.”  
 
Romans 8:34 (NKJV) 34 Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who 
also makes intercession for us.  

 
70 AD – Jerusalem Destroyed / 2,000 Years w/Out Homeland  
About 40 years after the death of Jesus, Titus and a massive force of Roman soldiers will come in and destroy the 
city of Jerusalem. This is about 70 AD. The Jews will be slaughtered. Many will flee. Many will be dispersed. For 
2,000 years they will live without a homeland, but on May 14th, 1948 they will be revived as a nation.  And Israel 
has and continually has been regathered back into the land, just as prophesied in Ezekiel 36-37: 
Ezekiel 36:24 (NKJV) 24 For I will take you from among the nations, gather you out of all countries, and bring you into your own land.  

 
More Conclusive is Luke 21 / June 10th 1967 / Final 7year Period of Daniel / Raptured First 
Luke 21 says that the Temple in Jerusalem will be destroyed, the Jewish people dispersed throughout the world, 
and for a period it will be the times of God dealing with the Gentiles.  That period will come to an end once Israel 
has ownership of Jerusalem (which couldn’t have happened until Israel was rebirth as a Nation), and as we studied 
that on June 10th, 1967 Israel took complete control of the Jerusalem in the 6 Day War, and therefore the times of 
the Gentiles trodden Jerusalem under foot is over, and God can now begin the final 7 week period of the 70 weeks 
of Daniel, which deals specifically with the Jewish people.  So before that begins, the Church has to be Raptured,  
Luke 21:20 - 24 (NKJV) 20“But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation is near.  21Then let those who are in 
Judea flee to the mountains, let those who are in the midst of her depart, and let not those who are in the country enter her.  22For these are the 
days of vengeance, that all things which are written may be fulfilled.  23But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies 
in those days! For there will be great distress in the land and wrath upon this people.  24And they will fall by the edge of the sword, and be led 
away captive into all nations. And Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. 
 
Simplest Application – Summer Near / Wars and Earthquakes  
So this is the application that when you see leaves on a fig tree know that summer is near, and when you see an 
increase in wars, rumors of war (terrorism), famine, pestilence, and earthquakes, and lawlessness abounding, and 
the love of many growing cold, then know you are living in the last days.  And, when you see Jerusalem back in the 
hands of Israel.   
Luke 21:10–12 (NKJV) 10 Then He said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 11 And there will be great 
earthquakes in various places, and famines and pestilences; and there will be fearful sights and great signs from heaven. 12 But before all these 
things, they will lay their hands on you and persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons. You will be brought before kings and 
rulers for My name’s sake.  
 

Fig Trees – Summer Near (Halloween) / Israel Fig Tree – Re-gathered 1948 / Generation? 
Jesus says when you see leaves on a fig tree, you know that summer is near.  Kinda of like we say when you see the 
Christmas Displays up in the stores you know that Halloween is near.  Because throughout the Scriptures Israel is 
referred to as a Fig Tree (Judges 9:10, Jeremiah 8:13, Hosea 9:10, and Joel 1:6), many believe Jesus is saying 
making a reference to the rebirth of the Nation Israel.  That Jesus is saying Israel will be scattered, but when you 
see them re-gathered again as a Nation, then know that the generation who see it, be the last and final generation.  
Well that happened on May 14th, 1948, after 2,000 years without a homeland, on that day Israel was recognized 
as a Nation.  So the question then is asked how long is a generation, if it is 40 years than Jesus is coming back in 
1988, 50 years, 60 years (oh I like that for that would mean 2008), or 100 years as spelled out in Genesis 16 (which 
I don’t like the idea of 2148).   
Luke 21:29–33 (NKJV) 29 Then He spoke to them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. 30 When they are already budding, you see 
and know for yourselves that summer is now near. 31 So you also, when you see these things happening, know that the kingdom of God is near. 
32 Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no means pass away till all things take place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words 
will by no means pass away.  



 
Next Up For Israel – Magog Invasion 
The next big prophetic event that will happen in Israel is what is called the Magog Invasion. In Ezekial 38-39 God 
says that in the Last Days Magog (Russia), Iran, Libya, Ethopia, and Turkey will invade Israel during a time they have 
peace (Ezk 38:11).  But, God will preserve them – without any help from other nations.  This will happen in a time 
of Peace in Israel.  Once thought to be a growing capitalist ally, Russia is returning to its Soviet roots. With a 
renovated nuclear force, a renewed sense of nationalism, and fresh alliances with other communist regimes, 
Russia is once again at the forefront of international politics. 
Ezekiel 38:1–23 (NKJV) 1 Now the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 2 “Son of man, set your face against Gog, of the land of Magog, the 
prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal, and prophesy against him, 3 and say, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “Behold, I am against you, O Gog, the prince 
of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal. 4 I will turn you around, put hooks into your jaws, and lead you out, with all your army, horses, and horsemen, all 
splendidly clothed, a great company with bucklers and shields, all of them handling swords. 5 Persia, Ethiopia, and Libya are with them, all of 
them with shield and helmet; 6 Gomer and all its troops; the house of Togarmah from the far north and all its troops—many people are with 
you. 7 “Prepare yourself and be ready, you and all your companies that are gathered about you; and be a guard for them. 8 After many days you 
will be visited. In the latter years you will come into the land of those brought back from the sword and gathered from many people on the 
mountains of Israel, which had long been desolate; they were brought out of the nations, and now all of them dwell safely. 9 You will ascend, 
coming like a storm, covering the land like a cloud, you and all your troops and many peoples with you.” 10 ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “On that 
day it shall come to pass that thoughts will arise in your mind, and you will make an evil plan: 11 You will say, ‘I will go up against a land of 
unwalled villages; I will go to a peaceful people, who dwell safely, all of them dwelling without walls, and having neither bars nor gates’—12 to 
take plunder and to take booty, to stretch out your hand against the waste places that are again inhabited, and against a people gathered from 
the nations, who have acquired livestock and goods, who dwell in the midst of the land. 13 Sheba, Dedan, the merchants of Tarshish, and all 
their young lions will say to you, ‘Have you come to take plunder? Have you gathered your army to take booty, to carry away silver and gold, to 
take away livestock and goods, to take great plunder?’ ” ’ 14 “Therefore, son of man, prophesy and say to Gog, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “On that 
day when My people Israel dwell safely, will you not know it? 15 Then you will come from your place out of the far north, you and many peoples 
with you, all of them riding on horses, a great company and a mighty army. 16 You will come up against My people Israel like a cloud, to cover 
the land. It will be in the latter days that I will bring you against My land, so that the nations may know Me, when I am hallowed in you, O Gog, 
before their eyes.” 17 Thus says the Lord GOD: “Are you he of whom I have spoken in former days by My servants the prophets of Israel, who 
prophesied for years in those days that I would bring you against them? 18 “And it will come to pass at the same time, when Gog comes against 
the land of Israel,” says the Lord GOD, “that My fury will show in My face. 19 For in My jealousy and in the fire of My wrath I have spoken: ‘Surely 
in that day there shall be a great earthquake in the land of Israel, 20 so that the fish of the sea, the birds of the heavens, the beasts of the field, 
all creeping things that creep on the earth, and all men who are on the face of the earth shall shake at My presence. The mountains shall be 
thrown down, the steep places shall fall, and every wall shall fall to the ground.’ 21 I will call for a sword against Gog throughout all My 
mountains,” says the Lord GOD. “Every man’s sword will be against his brother. 22 And I will bring him to judgment with pestilence and 
bloodshed; I will rain down on him, on his troops, and on the many peoples who are with him, flooding rain, great hailstones, fire, and 
brimstone. 23 Thus I will magnify Myself and sanctify Myself, and I will be known in the eyes of many nations. Then they shall know that I am the 
LORD.” ’  

 
(1 Thessalonians 5:3 NKJV)  For when they say, "Peace and safety!" then sudden destruction comes upon them, as labor pains upon a pregnant 
woman. And they shall not escape. 

 
RD-180 Russian Rocket Engine 
Russia is on the rise, and they are anything but friendly.  Just look at them taking a piece of Ukraine (Crimea in 
2014).  Look at them literally owning Syria right now, and by the way they are building a Nuclear Submarine Base in 
Syria.  Imagine having a nuclear submarine right in the dead-center of the Middle-east, right next door to Israel.  
The Russian Bear has come out of hibernation. 
 
Article in the Department of Defense this week talking about the United States Air Force will be phasing out the 
use of Russian rocket engines that are currently being used on American rockets that lift satellites into orbit. 
Crucial for American economy, more so crucial for American military defense. The rocket engine is called RD-180. 
The Air Force says they will phase it out by 2022, because we can't have reliance on Russia, because they're 
unreliable, especially with Vladimir Putin in power. What's interesting is, as you know, I worked at the Space 
Center. I launched the very rocket that carries military satellites and commercial satellites. 
 
Oh, I got to tell you, 28 years ago I remember we were launching the Motorola satellites for the Motorola cellular 
network. I remember talking to the Motorola rep on the launchpad. He said to me, "Yup, this is satellite number 
one. We're going to launch like 50 of these, and they're all going to tie together all around the globe. They're going 
to be able to talk to each other and then talk to towers on the ground, cellular towers. Then there will be a day 
that everyone is going to have a phone that they carry in their hands. There won't be this need for home phones 
and telephone booths." I'm sitting there going, "Wow." I totally believed it. I didn't say, "That's crazy talk." I knew 



it. I see it in my eyes the satellite. I'm just like, "Wow, that's going to be amazing." Here we are. Everybody has a 
phone in their hand. Please don't forget to put it on vibrate during this sermon, ha ha. 
 
I remember when we were boosting up our rocket so we could carry heavier payloads, more satellites at the same 
time or just bigger satellites. We had three rocket engines, American made, and four solid rocket boosters. The 
first stage had the equivalence of seven engines. Then they come along and say "You know what? The Russians 
have an engine that's so strong that just two of their engines is stronger than all seven of ours combined." I forget 
what the percentage of increased power it was, but two were at least some 20 to five percent stronger than all 
seven of ours put together. They says, "We are going to make a deal with Russia. We're going to use their engines 
and replace ours." 
 
I'm just a launch mechanic. I'm really a nobody in the big scheme of rocket launching, but there was a fact that 
there was only about 25 of us, 50 total on both launch pads. They were launching these rockets. Though I was just 
a mechanic, I was still one of only 50. I am a Christian reading my Bible, knowing the prophetic words that there 
could be not trust in Russia, that there would come a day that Russia would become an aggressor again. Though 
they look like they were peaceable after Ronald Reagan era, I knew that Ezekiel 38 and 39 was still yet to be 
fulfilled, that the Russian bear would be revived and become an aggressor again in the world, to which I said, "You 
can't make an alliance with Russia. You can't trust them." I'll never forget the continual rebuke and ridicule coming 
from the people who made decisions. They literally thought I was some type of nut. They thought I was a Bible nut 
at that. 
 
Here I am, just not even 30 years old, telling the United States of America, "you can't replace our engines and put 
our reliance upon Russia because they will be revived and they will become the Russian bear again. We cannot 
trust them. They will become an aggressor against the world." Yes, I was mocked. I was ridiculed, but here I hold a 
newspaper in front of you that the United States Air Force, the Department of Defense, the world leaders of the 
United States of America come and agree with what I said to them some 25 years ago. You can't trust Russia. You 
can't put your reliance in them. My point, all that I was doing was reading my Bible. It took a long time, so it 
appeared, 25 years, but I'm right. The United States of America has come in agreement with that little launch 
mechanic, who to them was a nut. What I'm saying to you, it will come to pass, God's word. However long it takes, 
it will come to pass. 
 
What Are You Waiting For? / It Will Come to Pass 
Here you are. I don't know what you're waiting for, maybe something in your life. Maybe you're like me, just 
saying, "Come, Jesus, come. I'm done. I'm done watching friends, near ones be devoured by drugs and alcohol. I'm 
tired of watching families be destroyed. Jesus, come quickly. Set things right. I'm tired of watching it. You know 
what, Lord? I'm tired of this broken body. I'm tired of this word cancer. I'm tired of the abuse. I'm tired of people 
being taken advantage of. I'm tired of a world that's cold and callous. Lord Jesus, come." Maybe that's what you're 
waiting for just like me, to which I say he's coming. Jesus Christ is coming. It is sure because the word is sure. Just 
as God said "I'm going to give you a king", he gave them a king. Just as he says, "I am the King over sin and death", 
he became the king over sin and death. Just as he says, "I am the King and I'm coming back", you can be sure it's 
going to come to pass. 
 
What Manner Should We Be Living – Since His Return is Neigh 
Based on that every word of God being true and coming true, coming to pass, everything that I said, all prophetic 
pictures that can be traced through the scriptures, and now the prophetic word that's spoken, this will be the 
generation that will see the coming of the king. What manner of living will he find us living? What manner of living 
should we be living based on what we know to be true? Jesus said will he find faith when he returns, and it's our 
purpose here that he'll find faith here. As we believe this word of God that is true and we believe it truly will come 
to pass, and may we be the people that when he comes and takes us home for the marriage supper of the lamb, 
seven years at the banquet table of the Lord, where amazingly we're not serving him, but he's actually serving us, I 
pray when he finds us what we will hear in our banquet conversation for all of us, "Well done, good and faithful 
servant." 



Luke 21:34–36 (NKJV) 34 “But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness, and cares of this life, and 
that Day come on you unexpectedly. 35 For it will come as a snare on all those who dwell on the face of the whole earth. 36 Watch therefore, and 
pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape all these things that will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man.”  

 
The Word of God is Living & Powerful 
The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives. 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

 
In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  

• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
 
Boldly Come to Throne of Grace 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might work in 
you, and through you. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
Study Notes from Genesis 22 Bible Study 
 Recap / Abraham’s Life Defined / The Promised Seed 
Genesis chapter 22 is truly one of the most powerful chapters dealing with His-Story.  In past chapters we see 
Abraham whose life was defined by pitching tents and building altars.  God had given him the promise of a child, 
and that through his child all the nations of the world would be blessed.  So now it is about 25 years after the 
promise, Isaac is born, the promised Seed. 
 
Message Outside our Time 
Genesis 22 is a message given to us from outside our time domain, written 4000 years ago, and fulfilled 2000 years 
ago on the cross. 
 
Where 3 Days Prophesied / 1 Cor 15  
Paul, writing to the Corinthians, speaks of the gospel that he had preached to them. He said the gospel that he had 
preached to them was that of Christ, who died, and was three days dead but who rose on the third day. He speaks 
of it like it was from the Old Testament. Now, where does the Old Testament scriptures teach that Christ died for 
our sins and was resurrected on the third day? As I look at the Old Testament scriptures, this must be the 
reference to which Paul was referring: 
(1 Corinthians 15:1 NKJV)  Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received and in which you 
stand, 
(1 Corinthians 15:2 NKJV)  by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to you; unless you believed in vain. 
(1 Corinthians 15:3 NKJV)  For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 
(1 Corinthians 15:4 NKJV)  and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures, 

 
Jonah – Jesus  
Jesus Himself tells us that Jonah is a picture of Him spending 3 days dead so that is a given: 
(Matthew 12:39 NKJV)  But He answered and said to them, "An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and no sign will be given to it 
except the sign of the prophet Jonah. 
(Matthew 12:40 NKJV)  "For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and 
three nights in the heart of the earth. 

 
Gen 22 / Hosea 12 
Here in Genesis 22, is another.  The Prophet Hosea said: 
(Hosea 12:10 NKJV)  I have also spoken by the prophets, And have multiplied visions; I have given symbols through the witness of the prophets." 
 



(Romans 15:4 NKJV)  For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the 
Scriptures might have hope. 

 
Picture Perfect / Similitudes  
This study we will see that it is picture perfect.  It is a picture of the One who loves you, and would die for you.  We 
will see all the similitudes of the gospel right here in Genesis 22. 
 
Issac a Type of Jesus 
Before we get into the text lets look at some comparisons of how Isaac is a picture, a type of Jesus Christ: 

• Isaac was a miracle birth in that he was born to man and woman past childbearing age.  Jesus was born a 
virgin birth. 

• Isaac was promised a long time before his birth, 20 years.  Jesus was promised 4000 years before His birth 
(Genesis 3:15). 

• God named both of them before their birth. 

• Both Son's delighted their Father.  

• Both of them were obedient to their Father, even to the point of death. Genesis 22 / Philippians 2:8. 
 
Isaac is a type of Jesus Christ; Jesus is the fulfillment of the type. 
 
(Genesis 22:1 NKJV)  Now it came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham, and said to him, 
"Abraham!" And he said, "Here I am." 
 
Verse 1 - Now it came to pass after these things: Probably a period of 25-30 years or so after the weaning of Isaac.  
 
(Genesis 22:2 NKJV)  Then He said, "Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land 
of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you." 
 
God Forgets Our Sin 
Verse 2 - Take now your son, your only son Isaac - Here is a blessing encoded here, God forgets our sins, He doesn't 
remember them.  God, here, does not recognize Ishmael. Ishmael was the work of the flesh and God refused to 
recognize him. He is not the child of promise or the work of the Spirit.   
 
We often try to offer to God the works of our flesh and God will not accept them. So much of the endeavor for God 
is done in the flesh. That is one of the weaknesses of the church today. We are endeavoring, in the ability and 
energy of the flesh, to do the work of the Spirit. The Psalmist said, "Except the LORD build the house, they labor in 
vain who build it; except the LORD keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain." (Ps.127:1). We're going to be 
surprised when we stand before God and our works are then tried by fire; because, so many of them will be 
burned. The works of the flesh will all burn. I've tried for years, in my flesh, to do the work of God and to build the 
church of Jesus Christ, but it was all for nothing. I spent a lot of years laboring in vain. God doesn't recognize the 
work of your flesh, He wants the work of the Spirit in your life. 
 
God is Love 
Verse 2 -whom you love: Love is probably one of the most important words in the Bible, for it is the very essence of 
who God is, God is love: 
(1 John 4:8 NKJV)  He who does not love does not know God, for God is love. 

 
First Mention / Father & Son 
Our Similitude, Interestingly this is the first time love is mentioned in the Scriptures.  There is a study of the Bible 
which takes the first use of a word and usually sets a pattern for it's use throughout the Bible. This is called "First 
Mention." When you are studying a certain word or subject, you should always go back to the first mention of the 
word to get some light upon its meaning. This is the first mention of "love" and what is interesting is that it is the 
love of a father for his son. We hear a lot about mother love, but the first mention of love in the Bible is not about 
a mother for her child or a husband for his wife; but, of a father for his son.   



 
First Mention in NT 
What is the first mention of love in the New Testament?  

• In Matthew's Gospel, we are told that when Jesus was baptized that the voice of God spoke from heaven 
saying, "This is my beloved son."  

• In Mark's Gospel the first mention of love is also at the baptism of Jesus where Mark records the voice from 
heaven saying, "This is my beloved son."  

• In Luke's Gospel, the first mention of love is again at the baptism of Jesus when God said, "This is my beloved 
son."  

• The Synoptic Gospels all agree, but what is the first mention of love in the Gospel of John? John 3:16 says, "For 
God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten son..." God's love for the world in that He gave His only 
son. 

 
Area of Jerusalem 
Verse 2 - and go to the land of Moriah: The land of Moriah was the area of Jerusalem. Abraham lived down by 
Beer-Sheba, about thirty miles away from Jerusalem. You could make about ten miles a day walking and so, it was 
about a three day journey. 
 
Offer – Lift Up / Moriah – Foreseen of God / Sneak Preview 2000 Years Early 
Verse 2 - and offer him there as a burnt offering: Offer means to "lift up, and Moriah means "foreseen of Jehovah".  
Jesus said: 
(John 12:31 NKJV)  "Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out. 
(John 12:32 NKJV)  "And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself." 
(John 12:33 NKJV)  This He said, signifying by what death He would die. 

 
Moriah you see is a sneak preview of the coming attraction.  God is sending mankind a message, a message of His 
love and mercy.  God is against human sacrifice, He never would ask Abraham to do something that is contrary to 
His ways.  God is allowing Abraham to play a part in presenting the gospel 2000 years before it happens.  Did 
Abraham know it, I don’t know, all I do know is that he was faithful in his role, and so was Isaac. 
 
(Genesis 22:3 NKJV)  So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and took two of his young 
men with him, and Isaac his son; and he split the wood for the burnt offering, and arose and went to the place 
of which God had told him. 
 
No Hesitation 
Verse 3 - So Abraham rose early in the morning - Abraham doesn't hesitate he awakes early in the morning and 
goes.  When the Lord speaks to us we do well not to hesitate or we may miss out what He wants to show us or use 
us for. 
 
Lad – Young Men / Maybe 33 / Forget Sunday School 
Verse 3 - and took two of his young men with him: The word, in the Hebrew, for young men is the same word used 
for "lad" in verse five, speaking of Isaac. So, Isaac was about the same age as these young men that went along 
with them.  Based on the time passing, Isaac was probably about 25-33 years old.  Forget the Sunday school 
pictures, Isaac was a full grown man.  Based on the sum of all the other parts, of how each point is clearly a symbol 
of Jesus, I have no problem believing that Isaac was 33, the same age Jesus was when He went to the cross. 
 
2 Men / Via Delrosa / Thief of Hearts 
Our Similitude, When Jesus would walk the Via Delrosa on His way to the Cross, he had two men with Him.  Two 
thieves, which I think is a good picture for Jesus is the greatest thief of all, for He will still your heart with His love. 
 
That Place 
Verse 3 - and went to the place of which God had told him: to the place, it will be mentioned again in verse 4 and 9; 
this isn't any ole place, this is a very specific place. 



 
The Temple Mount / 2 Chron 3 
This is another marvelous prophecy by Abraham. The mount of the LORD is Mount Moriah and today is known as 
the Temple Mount. In II Chronicles we read: 
(2 Chronicles 3:1 NKJV)  Now Solomon began to build the house of the LORD at Jerusalem on Mount Moriah, where the Lord had appeared to his 
father David, at the place that David had prepared on the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite. 

 
NT / Calvary 
In the New Testament we read of “to that place”: 
(Luke 23:33 NKJV)  And when they had come to the place called Calvary, there they crucified Him, and the criminals, one on the right hand and 
the other on the left. 

 
Look at Geography / Golgotha 
If you will take a careful look at the geography of mount Moriah, you will note that the Temple Mount is at the side 
of the mountain and not at the top of mount Moriah. Mount Moriah continues on a gentle slope from the Temple 
Mount up to the top. However, when Solomon built the temple and the walls and many of the buildings, he did it 
on the north side of the city where the rock is perfect for building. It lays in stratas and all they have to do is cut it. 
That is where they quarried the stone and so on the north side, mount Moriah has had a great chunk taken out of 
it. Originally at Abraham's time this stone had not been quarried and so from the temple mount, the gentle slope 
would have come all the way up to the top of mount Moriah which is now across some sort of valley from the wall 
of Jerusalem. If you stand near Herod's Gate on the top of the wall of Jerusalem, though you are standing nearly 
sixty feet from the ground down below, the wall is only twelve feet high, because of the bedrock. As a result of 
quarrying the stone, there are caves which resemble a skull. Thus the name of the place became Golgotha which 
means, "the Place of the Skull," or in Latin is called, "Calvary." Above the skull, Golgotha or Calvary, was originally 
mount Moriah and no doubt when Abraham went to the mount, he went to the top which was customary in those 
days when you built an altar. So, on the top of the mountain where Abraham went to sacrifice Isaac, some two 
thousand years later; because, God so loved the world, he gave his only begotten Son as a sacrifice for our sins.  
Interesting, I was looking at a topography map, and the one I was looking at said the peak of Golgotha is 777 
meters. 
 
Exact same Place 
In the same place where Abraham built his altar, God would sacrifice His Son and the prophecy of Abraham was 
fulfilled when he said, "God will provide Himself a sacrifice." In the mount of the LORD it shall be seen and it was, 
two thousand years later. The picture of Abraham sacrificing his son is a foreshadowing of that which God would 
do for love of the world in sacrificing His only begotten Son. 
 
(Genesis 22:4 NKJV)  Then on the third day Abraham lifted his eyes and saw the place afar off. 
 
3 days Dead / God Got a Problem / Heb 11 / Abraham Believed the Ress 
Verse 4 - Then on the third day: For three days, as they journeyed, Isaac was as dead in the eyes of his father, 
Abraham. Nonetheless, Abraham, the whole while, was believing in the resurrection. He could not understand 
what was going on nor could he understand the command of God. He saw a real dilemma, God's dilemma. God 
had said that through Isaac would his seed be called and Isaac was not married nor did he have any children. The 
"seed" has to come through Isaac, but God is saying to offer him as a sacrifice and the only way this can happen is 
for Isaac to be resurrected. In Hebrews it says,  
(Hebrews 11:17 NKJV)  By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises offered up his only 
begotten son, 
(Hebrews 11:18 NKJV)  of whom it was said, "In Isaac your seed shall be called," 
(Hebrews 11:19 NKJV)  concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead, from which he also received him in a figurative sense. 

 
(Genesis 22:5 NKJV)  And Abraham said to his young men, "Stay here with the donkey; the lad and I will go 
yonder and worship, and we will come back to you." 
 
First Mention of Worship / To Bow Down – To yield my Will 



Verse 5 - the lad and I will go yonder and worship: This is the first mention of worship in the Bible. Sometimes as 
we sing praises to God and lift our hands, we say that we have been worshipping God, but technically that is not 
what the Bible terms as worship. The word worship means "to bow down." It is a reference to the "bowing down" 
of my will to God. You can lift your hands and sing with your eyes closed, but you may be resisting God in your 
heart. What Abraham is really saying to these young men is, "We're going to go up to that mountain and bow 
down our will to God."  
 
We Will Come Back - Plural 
Verse 5 - and we will come back to you: So, Abraham declares that they're going to worship and they will come 
again. The word "come" here is a plural verb. We will go and we will come back again to you is what Abraham is 
saying. He doesn't know how they will both come back, but he believes God's promise that his seed will be called 
through Isaac. 
 
(Genesis 22:6 NKJV)  So Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son; and he took 
the fire in his hand, and a knife, and the two of them went together. 
 
The Wood – The Cross / The Government  
Verse 6 - So Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son: Even as Jesus had the cross 
laid upon Him and He bore it toward Golgotha.  In Isaiah 9: 
(Isaiah 9:6 NKJV)  For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called 
Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
(Isaiah 9:7 NKJV)  Of the increase of His government and peace There will be no end, Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, To order it 
and establish it with judgment and justice From that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.  

 
The government is upon His shoulders, that is the Cross; that is why He has the right to rule over me, reign over 
me, because He alone was the sacrifice, He alone is the substitute. 
 
Fire – God’s Judgement / Holy God / Ish 59 – Hab 1 
Verse 6 - and he took the fire in his hand: Notice that the Son carried the wood, but that the Father carried the fire.  
Fire represents judgement, as God the Father would hurl His wrath for man's sin upon His Son Jesus Christ.  God is 
too Holy to wink at sin, He must judge it: 
(Isaiah 59:1 NKJV)  Behold, the Lord's hand is not shortened, That it cannot save; Nor His ear heavy, That it cannot hear. 
(Isaiah 59:2 NKJV)  But your iniquities have separated you from your God; And your sins have hidden His face from you, So that He will not hear. 
 
(Habakkuk 1:13 NKJV)  You are of purer eyes than to behold evil, And cannot look on wickedness. Why do You look on those who deal 
treacherously, And hold Your tongue when the wicked devours A person more righteous than he?  

 
The Knife 
Verse 6 - and a knife: The Knife - Jesus would be pierced on His side. 
 
The 2 Together / The Separation / If Only I could Get This 
Verse 6 - and the two of them went together:  The two of them walked together, they were in agreement on what 
had to be done.  For Jesus, this would be the hardest part, the separation from the Father: 
(Psalms 22:1 NKJV)  My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me? Why are You so far from helping Me, And from the words of My groaning? 

 
Jesus was terrified to be out of commune form the Father.  The Father and Son always walked together, they never 
knew separation, yet for those 6 hours on the cross that one Friday, the Father would have to turn His back on sin, 
for He is too Holy to behold it.   I believe Jesus sweat drops of blood in the Garden not because of the pain of the 
Cross, but because the pain of being separated form the Father.  If only we could see the way Jesus saw, for if we 
could we would be terrified to be out of commune with the Father. 
 
(Genesis 22:7 NKJV)  But Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, "My father!" And he said, "Here I am, my 
son." Then he said, "Look, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?" 
(Genesis 22:8 NKJV)  And Abraham said, "My son, God will provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt offering." So 
the two of them went together. 



 
Provide Himself / Old KJV / Lamb Not a Ram / Prophetic 
Verse 8 - My son, God will provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt offering: Not that God will provide for Himself, 
as you read in the New King James translation, (a poor translation) but God will provide Himself: 
(Genesis 22:8 KJV)  And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering: so they went 
both of them together. 
 
Here is a very important point to catch, in verse 13 it will be a ram caught in the thicket, not a lamb.  It is a huge 
difference to the story.  They are two different words in the Hebrew.  (The word for Lamb here is the same one 
used in Exodus 12:3-5 for the Passover Lamb, and the same word used for Lamb in Isaiah 53;7). This is a prophecy 
of Abraham concerning Jesus Christ, God the Son, who was provided as a lamb slain for our sins, the substitute for 
our sins: 
(1 Peter 1:18 NKJV)  knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by 
tradition from your fathers, 
(1 Peter 1:19 NKJV)  but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.  

 
John 1:29 
 And John, the Baptist, cried, "Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world." (John 1:29). 
Marvelous prophecy that God would provide Himself as the lamb for the burnt-offering: 
(John 1:29 NKJV)  The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, "Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 

 
Ish 53 
Isaiah the substitute Lamb: 
(Isaiah 53:4 NKJV)  Surely He has borne our griefs And carried our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him stricken, Smitten 
by God, and afflicted. 
(Isaiah 53:5 NKJV)  But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The 
chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed. 
(Isaiah 53:6 NKJV)  All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way; And the LORD 
has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 
(Isaiah 53:7 NKJV)  He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to 
the slaughter, And as a sheep before its shearers is silent, So He opened not His mouth. 
 
(Genesis 22:9 NKJV)  Then they came to the place of which God had told him. And Abraham built an altar there 
and placed the wood in order; and he bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, upon the wood. 
 
Isaac had the Power / Submitted to Father 
Isaac was approximately twenty-five to thirty-three years old at this point. The next advent that we read of is the 
death of Sarah and Isaac was about thirty-seven when his Mother died. Surely Isaac could have overpowered his 
Dad, approximately one hundred and thirty years of age; but, he submitted instead. 
 
Jesus in the Garden / Cords of Love 
Even as Jesus, when going to the cross, submitted to the will of the Father but could have escaped it. In the 
Garden, He prayed: 
(Luke 22:42 NKJV)  saying, "Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from Me; nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be done." 

 
When the soldiers came to arrest Him and Peter pulled out his sword, "Then said Jesus unto Peter: 
(John 18:11 NKJV)  So Jesus said to Peter, "Put your sword into the sheath. Shall I not drink the cup which My Father has given Me?" 

 
Jesus was submitting to the Father by going to the cross and Isaac was submitting to his father by being bound on 
the altar.  Jesus could have called fire from heaven to escape the cross if He so chose, but he didn't.  He was not 
bound by the cords, but by the cords of love for you and for me. 
 
(Genesis 22:10 NKJV)  And Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 
 



Look at the progression of Abraham's faith.  Our faith is a work in progress. 
 
Imagine Abraham’s Tears 
I imagine, at this point, that Isaac was looking up at his Dad and saw the tears rolling down Abraham's cheek. This 
was the hardest test, Abraham ever had. He believed that somehow God was going to bring Isaac back to life. He 
didn't know how, but God had promised that through Isaac would Abraham's seed be called and he believed God. 
It would be hard to imagine whether Isaac or Abraham suffered more. When Jesus hung on the cross, who 
suffered the most? We don't often think of the pain of the Father's heart when the Son was being sacrificed for our 
sins. I would have to say that the Father was suffering the most. 
 
(Genesis 22:11 NKJV)  But the Angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, "Abraham, Abraham!" So 
he said, "Here I am." 
(Genesis 22:12 NKJV)  And He said, "Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him; for now I know that 
you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me." 
 
James 2 / Faith Without Works 
James gives us a very interesting commentary on this particular passage of scripture: 
(James 2:21 NKJV)  Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered Isaac his son on the altar? 
(James 2:22 NKJV)  Do you see that faith was working together with his works, and by works faith was made perfect? 
(James 2:23 NKJV)  And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness." And he 
was called the friend of God. 

 
James uses this as part of his argument that faith has to produce works that are in harmony with what you declare 
that you believe: 
(James 2:17 NKJV)  Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 

 
The faith of Abraham was demonstrated in the fact of his willingness to offer his son. 
 
(Genesis 22:13 NKJV)  Then Abraham lifted his eyes and looked, and there behind him was a ram caught in a 
thicket by its horns. So Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it up for a burnt offering instead of his son. 
(Genesis 22:14 NKJV)  And Abraham called the name of the place, The-LORD-Will-Provide; as it is said to this day, 
"In the Mount of The LORD it shall be provided." 
 
Lord Will Provide / God’s Provision Found at the Cross / HIMSELF – NOT FOR HIMSELF 
Verse 14 - The-LORD-Will-Provide – In the Hebrew, Jehovahjireh. The Lord will provide, and a Name for all of us to 
draw into our hearts and minds.  Whatever you want to see of God's provision in your life will always be found on 
the Mount.  When you doubt God's love for you, His care for you, His provision for you, then go back to the Mount, 
and lift your eyes up and you will see His provision.  Back in verse 8, Himself will He provide.  God will provide 
Himself, not for Himself.  Here it was a ram, the Lamb was still yet to come. 
 
Man – Lamb - Worm 
God became a man, the man became the Lamb, and then "catch this" the Lamb became the worm.  Psalm 22 the 
great Messianic Prophecy concerning Jesus: 
(Psalms 22:6 NKJV)  But I am a worm, and no man; A reproach of men, and despised by the people. 
(Psalms 22:7 NKJV)  All those who see Me ridicule Me; They shoot out the lip, they shake the head, saying, 
(Psalms 22:8 NKJV)  "He trusted in the LORD, let Him rescue Him; Let Him deliver Him, since He delights in Him!"………………………………….. 
(Psalms 22:14 NKJV)  I am poured out like water, And all My bones are out of joint; My heart is like wax; It has melted within Me. 
(Psalms 22:15 NKJV)  My strength is dried up like a potsherd, And My tongue clings to My jaws; You have brought Me to the dust of death. 
(Psalms 22:16 NKJV)  For dogs have surrounded Me; The congregation of the wicked has enclosed Me. They pierced My hands and My feet; 
(Psalms 22:17 NKJV)  I can count all My bones. They look and stare at Me. 
(Psalms 22:18 NKJV)  They divide My garments among them, And for My clothing they cast lots.  

 
Tolaf / Scarlet / Red Spot / Reproduction  
I've become a worm, the word there is "tolaf".  Back in the days of Jesus if you wanted to make a scarlet garment, 
you would get these worms and grind them up into a solution, and then dip the garment in the solution and it 



would become red/scarlet.  These worms, these Tolafs, when they would reproduce they would climb to the limb 
of a tree, then during reproduction it would die.  As it dies it would leave a red spot on the tree limb.   So it was 
during reproduction that it would die.  Psalm 22, I am a worm, not a man, so that I might die for Ray and the 
church of Anne Arundel County, and Christians everywhere. 
 
White as Snow 
Then according to Zondervan Pictural Enclopedia, after 3-5 days the red spot dries up and turns white and then 
flakes off and falls to the ground: 
(Isaiah 1:18 NKJV)  "Come now, and let us reason together," Says the LORD, "Though your sins are like scarlet, They shall be as white as snow; 
Though they are red like crimson, They shall be as wool. 

 
From King to Worm – For Me 
God became a man, the man became the Lamb, the Lamb became the worm.  From the King of the Universe, to 
the worm of the earth.  He became like me, so He can take my sin, die in my place, pay my price for offended the 
Holy God.  God provided Himself the Lamb. 
 
(Genesis 22:15 NKJV)  Then the Angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time out of heaven, 
(Genesis 22:16 NKJV)  and said: "By Myself I have sworn, says the LORD, because you have done this thing, and 
have not withheld your son, your only son; 
 
Going back to verse twelve, the angel of the LORD said, "...thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from 
"me." The angel of the LORD is none other than Jesus Christ.  
 
The Book of Hebrews talks about the problem that God has when he wants to make an oath to man. When you 
make an oath, you swear by something greater; but, God can't swear by anything greater so He swears by Himself. 
There is nothing higher to swear by. God wanted to establish the promises by two immutable things. Number one 
It is impossible for God to lie. 
 
(Genesis 22:17 NKJV)  "blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply your descendants as the stars of 
the heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your descendants shall possess the gate of their 
enemies. 
(Genesis 22:18 NKJV)  "In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My 
voice." 
 
All Nations Blessed 
Verse 18 - In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.": -  So, we 
become the beneficiaries of the obedience of Abraham. Blessed because of Jesus, who was born of the "seed" of 
Abraham 
 
For many years it was thought that there were only three thousand stars in the sky. Before the age of telescopes, 
guys would sit out and count the stars at night. Several Astronomers of ancient times, counted the stars and came 
up with numbers in the area of three to six thousand that are visible to the naked eye; so, the early skeptics cast 
doubts on the Bible being inspired by God. God made a severe mistake here by indicating that the stars were too 
numerous to count but then along came the telescope and it has been estimated that the number of stars, in our 
universe, are ten to the twenty-fifth power. It has also been estimated, by the number of cubic feet of sand that 
exist, that there are probably ten to the twenty-fifth power grains of sand on our earth. 
 
(Genesis 22:19 NKJV)  So Abraham returned to his young men, and they rose and went together to Beersheba; 
and Abraham dwelt at Beersheba. 
 
Where is Isaac 
Now, Where was Isaac? It doesn't mention him coming back with Abraham, although we're sure he did. The Spirit 
does not mention it deliberately, because Isaac was a type of Christ. 



 
Jesus Will Return For His Bride 
After Christ's death, he was taken up into heaven and will not appear again until the Holy Spirit brings back the 
"bride" for the Son. Today the Holy Spirit is gathering, from among the world, a "bride" for the Son. When the 
"bride" is gathered, the Holy Spirit will bring "her" to the Son and He shall arise to meet them in the clouds of the 
air and so shall we ever be with the LORD. Isaac doesn't appear on the scene again until the time when his bride is 
brought to him by Eliezer, servant of Abraham who is a type of the Holy Spirit in Genesis 24. 
End of Study Notes from Genesis 22 Bible Study 
 
 

End of Study – 2 Samuel 5:1-10  



2 Samuel 6:1-23 
 
Introduction/Recap 
David is now king over all 12 tribes of Israel.  He has a united kingdom, a fortified city (Jerusalem), a strong and 
mighty army (that has just soundly defeated the Philistines in back-to-back battles), he has his palace in Jerusalem, 
and now in our chapter before us he wants to bring the ark of God (also called the Ark of the Covenant) to 
Jerusalem. 
 
Ark of God 
The ark of God had been for many years (about 70 years) in Kirjath-jearim, which is about eight miles west of 
Jerusalem.  When the ark of the covenant was returned from the Philistines, it was brought to Kirjath-jearim and 
had been there now for about seventy years.  But now David is decided to bring it from the house of Abinadad and 
bring it back to Jerusalem.  But we will see, a right thing but he went about it the wrong way.  The Ark of God 
represents the very presence of God.   
 
The ark of God was 3 feet 9 inches (1.15 meters) long, 2 feet 3 inches (.68 meter) wide and 2 feet 3 inches (.68 
meter) high.  The Ark of God was made from the specific instructions of God to Moses some 400 years prior.  It was 
where God Himself would dwell wherever Israel went (as they wandered 40 years in the wilderness, and then in 
the Promised Land they now possess). Inside the Ark of God was the 2 tablets of the law, a jar of the manna from 
the wilderness wandering, and the rod of Aron the high priest that had budded.  It was covered by the mercy seat, 
which represents that man needs the Law of God that they have broken, to be covered by God’s mercy.  As we 
studied the Book of Judges we saw the Ark of God was housed at the Tabernacle in Shiloh under watch of Eli the 
priest and judge of Israel.  The Philistines were beating up on the Israelites pretty good so someone came up with 
the idea to bring the Ark of God to the battlefield, they tried to make the Ark of God a lucky charm.  So rather than 
seeking the presence of God at His prescribed place (the Tabernacle), they came up with their man-made plan and 
thought they could do it their way instead of God’s way, and the results were disastrous, as 30,000 men of Israel 
were slaughtered, and the Ark of God was captured by the Philistines.  Well the Philistines thought the Ark was 
some trophy, and they put it in their Temple of Dagon, to which God broke their statue of their god Dagon, had 
him bowing before the Ark of God, and then inflicted the cities of the Philistines with boils and sores, ouch, to 
which the Philistines said get this thing out of here, and put it on a cart, sent it up the road to Israel, and it came to 
the house of Abinadab in the city of Kirjath-jearim, and it has been there for some 70 years now. 
Exodus 25:10–22 (NKJV) 10 “And they shall make an ark of acacia wood; two and a half cubits shall be its length, a cubit and a half its width, and 
a cubit and a half its height. 11 And you shall overlay it with pure gold, inside and out you shall overlay it, and shall make on it a molding of gold 
all around. 12 You shall cast four rings of gold for it, and put them in its four corners; two rings shall be on one side, and two rings on the other 
side. 13 And you shall make poles of acacia wood, and overlay them with gold. 14 You shall put the poles into the rings on the sides of the ark, that 
the ark may be carried by them. 15 The poles shall be in the rings of the ark; they shall not be taken from it. 16 And you shall put into the ark the 
Testimony which I will give you. 17 “You shall make a mercy seat of pure gold; two and a half cubits shall be its length and a cubit and a half its 
width. 18 And you shall make two cherubim of gold; of hammered work you shall make them at the two ends of the mercy seat. 19 Make one 
cherub at one end, and the other cherub at the other end; you shall make the cherubim at the two ends of it of one piece with the mercy seat. 20 
And the cherubim shall stretch out their wings above, covering the mercy seat with their wings, and they shall face one another; the faces of the 
cherubim shall be toward the mercy seat. 21 You shall put the mercy seat on top of the ark, and in the ark you shall put the Testimony that I will 
give you. 22 And there I will meet with you, and I will speak with you from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubim which are 
on the ark of the Testimony, about everything which I will give you in commandment to the children of Israel.  
 
Hebrews 9:1–5 (NKJV) 1 Then indeed, even the first covenant had ordinances of divine service and the earthly sanctuary. 2 For a tabernacle was 
prepared: the first part, in which was the lampstand, the table, and the showbread, which is called the sanctuary; 3 and behind the second veil, 
the part of the tabernacle which is called the Holiest of All, 4 which had the golden censer and the ark of the covenant overlaid on all sides with 
gold, in which were the golden pot that had the manna, Aaron’s rod that budded, and the tablets of the covenant; 5 and above it were the 
cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat. Of these things we cannot now speak in detail.  
 
1 Samuel 4:10–11 (NKJV) 10 So the Philistines fought, and Israel was defeated, and every man fled to his tent. There was a very great slaughter, 
and there fell of Israel thirty thousand foot soldiers. 11 Also the ark of God was captured; and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, died.  
 
1 Samuel 6:20–7:1 (NKJV) 20 And the men of Beth Shemesh said, “Who is able to stand before this holy LORD God? And to whom shall it go up 
from us?” 21 So they sent messengers to the inhabitants of Kirjath Jearim, saying, “The Philistines have brought back the ark of the LORD; come 
down and take it up with you.” 1 Then the men of Kirjath Jearim came and took the ark of the LORD, and brought it into the house of Abinadab on 
the hill, and consecrated Eleazar his son to keep the ark of the LORD.  

 



Saul never Sought Ark 
Saul never sought to bring the Ark to the people.  David a man after God's own heart, does.  So we see what a 
person whose heart rest upon Him does, they desire to bring the presence of the Lord to their life personally, to 
their home and family, to the people.  It is quite amazing what we can allow to come to our homes, even go out 
and get, pay money, allow in that is so empty and contrary to the Word of God, and yet not go and get the things, 
the presence, of God and do whatever it takes to bring it into our homes. 
 
Right Motive – Wrong Approach – God Does not Honor 
David is going to go get the Ark of God.  But we will read, his first attempt may be the right motive, but the wrong 
approach, and he does not do it as God prescribed the Ark to be moved according to His Word, and we will learn a 
great lesson for our lives today, right motive, regardless of how well-intended it may be, if done with the wrong 
approach, done contrary to God’s Word, God does not honor. 
 
Outline 2 Samuel 6:1-23: 

• David Purposes to Bring the Ark of God to Jerusalem (6:1-2) 

• The Ark of God Moved without Honor (Disaster Strikes) – (6:3-8) 
• The Ark of God Stays with House of Obed-Edom (Blessings Overflow) - (6:9-12) 

• The Ark of God Moved with Honor (Joy Abounds) – (6:13-19) 

• Michal Criticizes David’s Devotion of the Lord (6:20-23) 
 
The Word of God is Living & Powerful 
The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives. 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

 
In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  
• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
 
Boldly Come to Throne of Grace 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might work in 
you, and through you. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
David Purposes to Bring the Ark of God to Jerusalem (6:1-2) 
2 Samuel 6:1 Again David gathered all the choice men of Israel, thirty thousand.  
2 Samuel 6:2 And David arose and went with all the people who were with him from Baale Judah to bring up 
from there the ark of God, whose name is called by the Name, the LORD of Hosts, who dwells between the 
cherubim.  
 
The Name 
When you read the OT scriptures, you will notice the LORD all capital letters (as it is here).  That is known as the 
Tetragrammaton.  It is the spelling of the name of God, without the vowels, if you were to read this in the original 
Hebrew is written out (YHVH).  Why? Because so holy was the name of God, so uncommon was He, that they (the 

scribes and priests) feared to mispronounce His name and dishonor Him.   

 
How about you today, I hate to mispronounce someone’s name, and worse forget their name after meeting 

them.  Which BTW if you want a solution to that, here is what I have found in my life, and that is to commit to 

pray for them every day, for 7 days straight, and you will find that they are now embedded in your heart, because 
that is what prayer does, it embeds into our heart the things of the Lord, and that person (regardless of where they 



are currently at with their relationship in the Lord) they are embedded in God’s heart, because He loves them.  So 
when you commit to pray, write their name on a piece of paper or put them into your phone prayer list, and be 
clear with them, hold on let me write your name down so i don’t forget it, and how do you pronounce it again, and 
then tell them, I am going to pray for you every day this week.  Any specific prayer needs in your life?  Yes do that, 
and they will be locked into your heart, and you will not for their name, and they will not forget you.  People are 

moved that someone would pray for them.   

 
So back to “the Name”.  They wouldn’t spell “The Name” out of awe and respect of the holiness of God.  In fact 
when they would read the scriptures in the Temple or Synagogue, when they came to a place that had the name of 
God, they would stop, bow their head, and simple say “The Name”, they would not even try to pronounce the 

actual name of God.  When the Scribes would later transcribe the scriptures, so in awe and so respectful to the 
Name of God, that when they came to a place with the name of God, they would stop, bath, get a new pen, and 

write the Tetragrammaton.  He is not the Big Man Upstairs, He is the Holy, Uncommon, God!  The world is the 
world, always will be.  But the church, the believers, need to come back to “the Name”, and stand in awe of Him 

every time we say His name.  Thou shall not use the Lord’s name in vain, has been deceived into using a curse 
word before His name.  But vain means, to make common.  May we never be a people who make His Name 
common.  Bathe our hearts, get a new pen, and then bow our heads and heart, and say “The Name” 
Exodus 20:7 (NKJV) 7 “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes His name in 
vain.  

 
His Name – Is His Attributes 
Verse 2- the LORD of Hosts - The Lord of Hosts, would be an attribute of God, a characteristic of God; but our 

attributes and our character become synonymous with who we are, as our very name.  What name would people 

call me today, what characteristic and attribute would be make synonymous when they think of (you) Ray 

Bollas.  What name, have you given Jesus this week, made synonymous with your heart that you attribute to 

Him: Lord of Hosts Comforter, Protector of my soul, Redeemer, My Savior, Mighty God - of my life  I love that 
song, “Your Great Name”. 
 
What Needs Can You Call Upon Today? 
Who do you need today, what can you call upon the Name of the Lord for today: 

• Protector - Jehovah-Sabbaoth - (1 Samuel 1:3) - The Lord of Hosts/Army/Power  

• Banner - Jehovah Nissi - (Exodus 17:15 - The Lord God our Banner  

• Healer - Jehovah Raphah - (Exodus 15:26) - The Lord God our Healer 

• Provider - Jehovah Jireh - (Genesis 22:14) - The Lord God our Provider / The Lord that Sees  
• Peace - Jehovah Shalom - (Judges 6:24) - The Lord God our Peace  

• Presence - Jehovah Shammah - (Ezekiel 48:35) - The Lord God our Ever Present One  

• Righteousness - Jehovah Tsidqenuw - (Jeremiah 23:6) - The Lord God our Righteousness  

• Shepherd - Jehovah Ra - (Psalm 23:1) - The Lord God our Shepherd  

• Sanctifier - Jehovah Maccaddeshcem - (Leviticus 20:8) - The Lord thy Sanctifier  
 
Security Measures 
Verse 1 - Again David gathered all the choice men of Israel, thirty thousand. - Choice men - mean men of 

war  Why do you need 30,000 warriors to bring the Ark to Jerusalem, does David expect war?  Security measure 
- that would be wise, taking a multitude of people outside of a walled city, out into the open where known 

adversaries roam.  So we can see wisdom in the security measure.  David is a man of faith, but also a man of 

wisdom.  We need to be a people who are aware of our surroundings.  But, David is taking his choice men, and 
showing them, this is what we have been fighting for, the ark of God, the presence of God in our lives, in our 
homes, and in our city. 
 
Choice Men  

Choice men - mean the men of war. Why do you need 30,000 warriors to bring the Ark to Jerusalem, does David 

expect war? Maybe, but I think not the war as we have come to know in the life of David.  Fighting giants, 



Philistines, on the run from Saul, fighting Amonites, Amorities, Jebusites, and more Philistines.  But these men of 
war, come to be part of something greater, and David wanted them to see it firsthand, eye to eye, step-by-step, 
and that is the Holy things of God, the intimate things of God........ the presence of God, for this is what the ark 
represented to the people, the presence of God   

 
God continually chooses choice men/woman, calls them, shows them, the Holy things of God.  Holy means set 
apart, uncommon, and He calls and shows choice men/woman the things that He sets apart, the things that 
uncommon (not like this world), they are the things of God - all with the purpose and intent of one thing - to bring 

man/woman into the presence of God  And these men, choice men, warriors of the Lord, would be expected to 
the fight back home, to pray and engage in the fight, to bring the holy things of God into their home, to bring the 

presence of God before their family.  It will never be seen, until it is first evident in our lives, the presence of God 

as we live lives that are uncommon, set apart, different from the rest of the world.   
 
The Greatest Battle – Knee Battle 

And then, the greatest battle, on our knees, daily, interceding daily for our loved ones.  Job 1:4-5 daily Job made 

sacrifice for his children, that they might not sin against the Lord   
Job 1:4–5 (NKJV) 4 And his sons would go and feast in their houses, each on his appointed day, and would send and invite their three sisters to 
eat and drink with them. 5 So it was, when the days of feasting had run their course, that Job would send and sanctify them, and he would rise 
early in the morning and offer burnt offerings according to the number of them all. For Job said, “It may be that my sons have sinned and cursed 
God in their hearts.” Thus Job did regularly.  

 

I pray that God stirs our hearts, reminds us today, to our calling as the men and woman who lead our homes.   

• Ray do you pray for Camden and Wayne every day? Beloved, how about you for your 

children/grandchildren? 

• Ray do you pray for Renee everyday? How about you beloved, do you pray for your spouse everyday? 

• Ray -where did you fight today, and for who?  Beloved, where did you fight today? 
These men fought for more than their families they fought for their neighbors and their nation.  So Lord who else 
will you lay on my heart to fight for? 
 
The Ark of God Moved without Honor (Disaster Strikes) – (6:3-8) 
2 Samuel 6:3 So they set the ark of God on a new cart, and brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was 
on the hill; and Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, drove the new cart.  
 
70 Years 
The Ark of God has been here now for 70 years. 
 
God Always Has His Remnant 
Remember back in 1 Samuel 22, Saul slaughtered all the priests except one who had escaped and came to David 

(Abiathar)  God always has a remnant, regardless of the attempts to silence the voice of God.  God will tell Elijah 
that when he runs to hide from Jezebel, I have 7,000 who have not bowed their knee to Baal that you know 

nothing of.  Imagine the news coming to Abinadab’s home, Saul is slaughtering all the priests of Israel, he is a 
madman, and mad against the things of the Lord.  Get this thing (Ark of God) out of your home before he comes 
for you next.  But Abinadab doesn’t bow to the fear of Saul nor man, and honors the things of the Lord.  God 
always has a remnant that will not bow the knee to the world, nor renounce the NAME of the Lord. 

 
And today before our eyes, if we care to look, Satan is ruthlessly trying to rid any remnant of Christianity in Syria 
today, but God continually has His remnant there.  May we faithful to pray and intercede for our brothers and 

sisters who are enduring horrendous persecution - why?  Because they will not dishonor "The Name"  They are 

given a choice, renounce His name, or die.  And they refuse.  I love to look at my Camden's face.  As you do your 

children precious face.  ISIS took hold of two of our brothers in the Lord, there in Syria.  They denounce His Name 
and pledge allegiance to Allah, to which they both refused.  So they beheaded the son and made the father watch 
as they did.  Then they played soccer with his head in front of the father, laughing and taunting.  Then they 



beheaded the father.  But son and dad are beholding "The Name", because they believed He is able to save to the 

uttermost.  God always has His remnant, even in a world that tries to silence Him and His priest and prophets (as 
that is our calling - 1 Peter 2:9-10).  Lord may we be prophet and priests, outside the 4 walls of this church, starting 
in our homes, as choice men/woman of God, and then out to wherever you chose to pour us out at and upon.   
1 Samuel 22:18 (NKJV) 18 And the king said to Doeg, “You turn and kill the priests!” So Doeg the Edomite turned and struck the priests, and killed 
on that day eighty-five men who wore a linen ephod.  

 
1 Kings 19:14–18 (NKJV) 14 And he said, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God of hosts; because the children of Israel have forsaken Your 
covenant, torn down Your altars, and killed Your prophets with the sword. I alone am left; and they seek to take my life.” 15 Then the LORD said to 
him: “Go, return on your way to the Wilderness of Damascus; and when you arrive, anoint Hazael as king over Syria. 16 Also you shall anoint Jehu 
the son of Nimshi as king over Israel. And Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel Meholah you shall anoint as prophet in your place. 17 It shall be that 
whoever escapes the sword of Hazael, Jehu will kill; and whoever escapes the sword of Jehu, Elisha will kill. 18 Yet I have reserved seven thousand 
in Israel, all whose knees have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.”  

 
1 Peter 2:9–10 (NKJV) 9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the 
praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10 who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had 
not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy.  

 
2 Samuel 6:3 So they set the ark of God on a new cart, and brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was 
on the hill; and Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, drove the new cart.  
2 Samuel 6:4 And they brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill, accompanying the ark of 
God; and Ahio went before the ark.  
2 Samuel 6:5 Then David and all the house of Israel played music before the LORD on all kinds of instruments of 
fir wood, on harps, on stringed instruments, on tambourines, on sistrums, and on cymbals.  
2 Samuel 6:6 And when they came to Nachon’s threshing floor, Uzzah put out his hand to the ark of God and 
took hold of it, for the oxen stumbled.  
2 Samuel 6:7 Then the anger of the LORD was aroused against Uzzah, and God struck him there for his error; and 
he died there by the ark of God.  
2 Samuel 6:8 And David became angry because of the LORD’s outbreak against Uzzah; and he called the name of 
the place Perez Uzzah to this day.  
 
Why the Judgement 
Why the judgement?  Because this is not how the Ark of God was to be moved according to God’s Word. God gave 
specific instruction to Moses, to pass down to the Nation, that when the Ark was to be moved, here is exactly how 
it is to be done.  And we read, it wasn’t on a cart, but on the shoulders of the priest.  Transporting the ark on a cart 
was against God’s specific command. The ark was designed to be carried (Exodus 25:12–15) and was only to be 
carried by Levites of the family of Koath (Numbers 4:15). 
Numbers 4:15 (NKJV) 15 And when Aaron and his sons have finished covering the sanctuary and all the furnishings of the sanctuary, when the 
camp is set to go, then the sons of Kohath shall come to carry them; but they shall not touch any holy thing, lest they die. “These are the things 

in the tabernacle of meeting which the sons of Kohath are to carry.  
 
Exodus 25:10–16 (NKJV) 10 “And they shall make an ark of acacia wood; two and a half cubits shall be its length, a cubit and a half its width, and 
a cubit and a half its height. 11 And you shall overlay it with pure gold, inside and out you shall overlay it, and shall make on it a molding of gold 
all around. 12 You shall cast four rings of gold for it, and put them in its four corners; two rings shall be on one side, and two rings on the other 
side. 13 And you shall make poles of acacia wood, and overlay them with gold. 14 You shall put the poles into the rings on the sides of the ark, that 
the ark may be carried by them. 15 The poles shall be in the rings of the ark; they shall not be taken from it. 16 And you shall put into the ark the 
Testimony which I will give you.  

 
David – Mechanical Means 
David is bringing the ark of God, the presence of God into the house of God via a mechanical approach, a 
mechanical way.  David was going through the motion, had lots of emotion, but all that came out of it eventually 

was commotion (for God wasn’t in it).  Man-made, always makes it mechanical, not spiritual.  It was to be moved 

on the shoulders, burdened upon the shoulder, prayer is what we burden upon our shoulders   

 
 
 



Awesome Light Show – But No Presence of God 
You know what, you can have an awesome light show (imagine the sun hitting 30K swords and shields), you can 
have awesome “man made stuff” like fancy brand new carts, awesome building, coffee bar (and I am thankful for 
all the Lord has given us here as it is abundant), you can even have the most awesome worship band, the most 
awesome religious leaders (look at all these high profile religious leaders), but ........ God is not present in it with 

joy, but grieving that this is how man thinks they can approach Him - with manmade methods.  Amazing - we can 

miss God, even in the midst of all the “spiritual” trappings of God.   

 
David - be quiet and listen for the shaking of the mulberry tree leaves, you have to sit long enough, still enough, to 
hear the voice of God, to experience the presence of God.  Oh Lord, please forgive me all the times I 

accomplished the man-made things, but never just sat and waited, and then fellowshipped and experienced Your 

Holy (uncommon) presence.  
 
Lord - one thing I desire, and may we never again start a service, open Your Word, until I requested Your presence 

to fall upon us, and sensed Your presence among us.  Lord anything in my life personally or the church 
corporately that would stop Your presence from enveloping us, reveal it to us. 
 
End Never Justify Means / Right Motive – Wrong Approach still Equals Wrong 
The end will never justify the means to get there. Even the right motive, yet the wrong approach, still equals 
wrong!  We as believers, we have to come to a place and search the scriptures. Say, "Lord, how would you have 
me do this? What is your prescribed way?" See here, Israel, they're doing by what was done before, but 
unfortunately, that was by the Philistines who said, "Get this thing out of here," and they put it on a new cart. Now 
how the world does things, and even though it works for the world, is surely not how we're to do it as believers, or 
the church. 
 
There's business models in the world that the church tries to bring in. There's ways that the world does things to 
draw a crowd, and so the church will try to mimic it or replicate it in hopes of the same success. I know it may 
seem like it's working and going as planned. There comes a day where God says, "I am not in this. I never was." 
God will put an end to it and bring it down. 
 
The Ark on the Shoulder – Prayer / Matthew 11:28-30 
Numbers 4:15 it was explicitly told by the Lord unto Moses. That was, that the ark was only supposed to be moved 
on the shoulders of the priests. Lots of symbology and pictures in there as the Lord would speak for the future 
generations. That generation specifically, and this generation today, for the Lord doesn't change. 
 
That is that you do not use artificial means to bring in the presence of God, nor mechanical means.  I have been 
guilty of the later.  Oh Lord forgive me.  Where I was mechanical.  Everything was mechanical, a system, a checklist; 
yes the checklist was though, every i was dotted, t was crossed.  Hours upon hours spent in the process, the study 
and the preparation, but it was all mechanical.  I sing worship songs, I pray, then I stand to teach and find myself 
absence of His presence.  Or I meet with someone, or go somewhere, start to talk or counsel and find myself 
empty, and I realize all that I had been doing was a mechanical means, a cart with 4 wheels, but no presence of 
God. 
 
David ended up, humiliated, demoralized, because he did not burden up God on his shoulders of prayer - the 
sweetness of simply walking with Him, talking with Him, sitting at His feet and enjoying the sweet aroma of His 
anointing oil of joy, His Spirit washing over you, saturating you, soaking you.  Is prayer burdensome - well it is a 
war against our flesh and laziness and the Devil will do all he can to keep us from prayer - but as for being 
burdensome, no, once we really step into it - for Jesus says take my yoke upon, for my yoke is easy, my burden is 
light -come learn of me 
Matthew 11:28–30 (NKJV) 28 Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn 
from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”  
 
 



The Ark of God Stays with House of Obed-Edom (Blessings Overflow) - (6:9-12) 
2 Samuel 6:9 David was afraid of the LORD that day; and he said, “How can the ark of the LORD come to me?”  
2 Samuel 6:10 So David would not move the ark of the LORD with him into the City of David; but David took it 
aside into the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite.  
2 Samuel 6:11 The ark of the LORD remained in the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite three months. And the LORD 
blessed Obed-Edom and all his household.  
 
David Asks – Ever Feel that Way 
David is asking, how can the presence of the Lord come to me?  I want the presence of the Lord, but something i 

am doing is preventing that, is stopping that, is hindering that.  Ever feel that way?  David does the right thing 

when he knows something is hindering him from fully enjoying the presence of the Lord.  He inquires of the Lord, 

he asks, what is preventing and hindering the presence of the Lord in my life.  Yes - God presence is everywhere 
(Psalm 139 - where can i go that Your presence is not there).  God in you is a guarantee, a deposit, for every 
believe (Ephesians 1).  But what is being pictured for us for our learning and admonish, is that we can quench the 

Spirt, we can grieve the Spirit.  1 Thessalonians says quench not the Holy Spirit.    Grieve not the Holy 

Spirit  David asks the Lord, how can I fully experience your presence; what is it that is keeping me from 

that?  Ever feel that way?  A once vibrant and warm communion and fellowship with the Lord seems now distant 

and cold, absent and dry.  It usually it the result of one of two things - sin or neglect.   

• Sin by not following the Word of God.   

• And this one is equally as quenching, and that is neglect of cultivating and connecting the Lord.  When 
there are long periods without water, the ground gets parched, and should it continue on, a drought 

follows, and should it continue on a famine comes.  God will warn of days there will be a famine of the 
word (and that will be churches afraid to teach/preach the word - afraid to upset people with the truth.  
And I think it also means a famine in individuals lives because there will always be something to distract as 

long as this thing (cell phone) keeps dinging and ringing.  If you have a personal famine in your life, and 
the word doesn’t attract you like it once did - I say take a fast from news and electronics, and speak to you 
your own heart and say - I am going to read this word believing that there is a promise in there for me, 
this day, that God wants to speak to me.  Convince yourself, that it is worth waking up for - because He 
has something specific just for you. 

Ephesians 4:30 (NKJV) 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.  
 
1 Thessalonians 5:19 (NKJV) 19 Do not quench the Spirit.  
 
Amos 8:11–12 (NKJV) 11 “Behold, the days are coming,” says the Lord GOD, “That I will send a famine on the land, Not a famine of bread, Nor a 
thirst for water, But of hearing the words of the LORD. 12 They shall wander from sea to sea, And from north to east; They shall run to and fro, 
seeking the word of the LORD, But shall not find it.  

 
Blessings @ Obed-Edom’s House / 2 Possibilities – Both Awesome Messages 
So this passage here is (verses 10-12), all these hidden golden nuggets, that warm my heart.  It seems like just 
information, until we peel away the onion, and see the depths and riches behind it.  This little information, Obed-
Edom the Gittite.  This man and his family were totally blessed by the Lord for housing the Ark of God, and when 
David hears about it his heart is revived that God is still moving in Israel, even after his disastrous attempt to move 
the Ark to Jerusalem. 
 
A Gittite – A Gentile 
The key word here is the word “Gittite”, and we read it several time to be clear that Obed-Edom was a Gittite, and 
that means “belonging to Gath”.  We know Gath is a city, and very specifically as we have been studying, it is a 
Philistine city.  Oh boy, wow, if that is the case, imagine what we have just read, the ark of God is in the home of a 
Gentile!  No doubt Obed-Edom and David would have made a friendship and relationship when David was living in 
the area of Gath, and now Obed-Edom has come to live under David’s kingdom, and now in the land of David’s 
kingdom (for Perez Uzzah is only 4-5 miles from Jerusalem).   
 



Everywhere else Gittite is used in the scriptures, it is clearly referring to the Gentile of Gath the Philistine city.  In 
what we call “expository consistency”, whatever it means everywhere else it what it means here.: 
 
In Joshua it refers to one of the 5 kings of the Philistines 
Joshua 13:1–4 (NKJV) 1 Now Joshua was old, advanced in years. And the LORD said to him: “You are old, advanced in years, and there remains 
very much land yet to be possessed. 2 This is the land that yet remains: all the territory of the Philistines and all that of the Geshurites, 3 from 
Sihor, which is east of Egypt, as far as the border of Ekron northward (which is counted as Canaanite); the five lords of the Philistines—the 
Gazites, the Ashdodites, the Ashkelonites, the Gittites, and the Ekronites; also the Avites; 4 from the south, all the land of the Canaanites, and 
Mearah that belongs to the Sidonians as far as Aphek, to the border of the Amorites;  

 
Later in 2 Samuel 15 when David is driven out of his throne by the revolt of his son Absalom, there is a man named 
Ittai and he is clearly identified as a foreigner, from Gath, and he and 600 other men are loyal to David (no doubt 
relationship developed when David was living on the run from Saul in Ziklag 
2 Samuel 15:18–20 (NKJV) 18 Then all his servants passed before him; and all the Cherethites, all the Pelethites, and all the Gittites, six hundred 
men who had followed him from Gath, passed before the king. 19 Then the king said to Ittai the Gittite, “Why are you also going with us? Return 
and remain with the king. For you are a foreigner and also an exile from your own place. 20 In fact, you came only yesterday. Should I make you 
wander up and down with us today, since I go I know not where? Return, and take your brethren back. Mercy and truth be with you.”  

 
One of David’s mighty men will kill a man who was a Gittite, and the man killed had a brother who was a Gittite 
who had already killed prior by David, and his name was Goliath 
2 Samuel 21:19 (NKJV) 19 Again there was war at Gob with the Philistines, where Elhanan the son of Jaare-Oregim the Bethlehemite killed the 
brother of Goliath the Gittite, the shaft of whose spear was like a weaver’s beam.  

 
Application – If a Gentile 
So if Obed-Edom is a Gentile, and the ark ends up at house of Obed-Edom, it would jump out and scream out to 
the people of the nation of Israel. Obed-Edom, he's a Gentile. Here we see the presence of God dwelling and 
blessing in the home of a Gentile.   What we see is David is being reminded of God's grace. David's being reminded 
of God's love.  Even a man after God’s own heart can “miss it”, can rush pass the word to get something done that 

is honorable, but missed by a million miles.  Even a man after God’s won heart can find himself “missing” the 

presence of God, entering amiss, forgetting the holiness of God. God loves you, desires you. Let Obed-Edom the 
Gittite always speaks that grace awaits your return 
 
The beauty of testimonies, of hearing of God working in other people's life is a reminded to us that He never gives 
up. His love never fails. Even if we've failed Him, misapplied, misappropriated, he still speaks great depths of love 
as we're reminded and hear the testimonies of God moving in other people's lives. It's David saying, "Yes, it's right. 
He's a forgiving God. He's a loving God. He's a gracious God. Look what He did for me back in Ziklag when I was in 
the wrong place doing the wrong thing. He still never left me. When I turned and returned to Him, He picked me 
up and moved me here to Hebron, a place of communion. There He waited with me, the desire to unite a nation. 
Then he took me to Jerusalem to establish the capital. I know this is God's heart. He's a gracious God, so let's go 
get the ark and let's do it right this time, and bring Him glory. Let's bring the presence of God into the capital city." 
 
Obed-Edom a Philistine, we would say, "God would never show up there. His presence would never enter into 
their home," and we write people off over and over and over, not knowing the grace and mercy of God. We 
mistake it because we think we know where God's boundaries are. We truly know nothing, because God was 
willing to enter into our homes with his presence, reveal Himself to us, and that should be enough for any of us to 
say God's love and grace knows no boundary. Let us be a people that pray for God's boundary to continually be 
expanded. Lord, we know that you want. We know that you are such a gracious and loving God, and so Lord right 
now I pray expand your boundary, and you name the home. Believe in your heart that God is moving in His 
presence right now. Take a minute right now and just pray God expand your boundary into that home. 
 
Let's pray all week for that person, that family, that home. Lord, expand your boundary we pray. 
 
A Gittite – A Levitical City 
So there is another possibility, and that is that Gittite, which means of the city of Gath, is referring to the city “Gath 
Rimmnon”, which was one of the Levitical cities where the priests of Israel would live. It was about 25 miles from 



Jerusalem.  And, based on 1 Chronicles, there is a Levite by the name of Obed-Edom who is a gatekeeper at the 
Tabernacle of God once it is established in Jerusalem, and is of the lineage 
Joshua 21:25–26 (NKJV) 25 and from the half-tribe of Manasseh, Tanach with its common-land and Gath Rimmon with its common-land: two 
cities. 26 All the ten cities with their common-lands were for the rest of the families of the children of Kohath.  
 
1 Chronicles 16:37–38 (NKJV) 37 So he left Asaph and his brothers there before the ark of the covenant of the LORD to minister before the ark 
regularly, as every day’s work required; 38 and Obed-Edom with his sixty-eight brethren, including Obed-Edom the son of Jeduthun, and Hosah, 
to be gatekeepers;  
 
1 Chronicles 26:1–5 (NKJV) 1 Concerning the divisions of the gatekeepers: of the Korahites, Meshelemiah the son of Kore, of the sons of Asaph. 2 
And the sons of Meshelemiah were Zechariah the firstborn, Jediael the second, Zebadiah the third, Jathniel the fourth, 3 Elam the fifth, 
Jehohanan the sixth, Eliehoenai the seventh. 4 Moreover the sons of Obed-Edom were Shemaiah the firstborn, Jehozabad the second, Joah the 
third, Sacar the fourth, Nethanel the fifth, 5 Ammiel the sixth, Issachar the seventh, Peulthai the eighth; for God blessed him.  

 
Application if Levite 
What is the significance of the application if Obed-Edom is a Levite, assigned to the Levitical city Gath-Rimmnon”?  
It would be he is a long way away from where he should be, for where he is living now here in our story before us 
about 25 miles away from the city he was assigned to be a priest in.  The Levitical priests were not to own land, 
they did not receive an inheritance, because is was that God was there inheritance, and the pleasure of serving 
him was their inheritance.  So, if so, Obed-Edom should be in Gath-Rimmon, not here  
Deuteronomy 10:8–9 (NKJV) 8 At that time the LORD separated the tribe of Levi to bear the ark of the covenant of the LORD, to stand before the 
LORD to minister to Him and to bless in His name, to this day. 9 Therefore Levi has no portion nor inheritance with his brethren; the LORD is his 
inheritance, just as the LORD your God promised him.)  
 
Joshua 21:41–42 (NKJV) 41 All the cities of the Levites within the possession of the children of Israel were forty-eight cities with their common-
lands. 42 Every one of these cities had its common-land surrounding it; thus were all these cities.  

 
The beauty of testimonies, of hearing of God working in other people's life is a reminded to David, and us, that He 
never gives up. His love never fails. Even if we've failed Him, misapplied, misappropriated, He still speaks great 
depths of love as we're reminded and hear the testimonies of God moving in other people's lives. It's David saying, 
"Yes, that’s right. He's a forgiving God. He's a loving God. He's a gracious God. Look what He did for me back in 
Ziklag when I was in the wrong place doing the wrong thing. He still never left me. When I turned and returned to 
Him, He picked me up and moved me here to Hebron, a place of communion. There He waited with me, the desire 
to unite a nation. Then he took me to Jerusalem to establish the capital. I know this is God's heart. He's a gracious 
God, so let's go get the ark and let's do it right this time, and bring Him glory. Let's bring the presence of God into 
the capital city." 
 
3rd Possibility 
But, there could be a third possibility, and that is a combination of the two.  We have seen in the scripture, and it 
wasn’t that far ago, that the Hebrews even under the kingship of Saul, that were with the Philistines, living and 
joining the Philistines rather than their own countryman.   So Obed-Edom very well could have been a person who 
had himself, or through his father’s household, been at one time living among the Philistines in the city of Gath, 
had been of the Levitical lineage, and left Gath and came to back in his rightful homeland.  So, there again, no 
matter how you look at it, is again a picture of great grace.  What type of grace do you need today, for God paints 
the picture to David, and to us, HIS GREAT GRACE! 
1 Samuel 14:21 (NKJV) 21 Moreover the Hebrews who were with the Philistines before that time, who went up with them into the camp from the 
surrounding country, they also joined the Israelites who were with Saul and Jonathan.  

 
The Gatekeeper 
And the hidden gem here, if Obed-Edom is indeed the very same one spoken of in 1 Chronicles, is that we have a 
living picture of a man, who was prospering, was living well, leave it behind and say I would rather be a doorkeeper 
at the house of God, where the Ark of God, the presence of God, than live anywhere else. 
Psalm 84 (NKJV) To the Chief Musician. On An Instrument of Gath. A Psalm of the Sons of Korah. 1 How lovely is Your tabernacle, O LORD of 
hosts! 2 My soul longs, yes, even faints For the courts of the LORD; My heart and my flesh cry out for the living God. 3 Even the sparrow has found 
a home, And the swallow a nest for herself, Where she may lay her young— Even Your altars, O LORD of hosts, My King and my God. 4 Blessed 
are those who dwell in Your house; They will still be praising You. Selah 5 Blessed is the man whose strength is in You, Whose heart is set on 
pilgrimage. 6 As they pass through the Valley of Baca, They make it a spring; The rain also covers it with pools. 7 They go from strength to 
strength; Each one appears before God in Zion. 8 O LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer; Give ear, O God of Jacob! Selah 9 O God, behold our 



shield, And look upon the face of Your anointed. 10 For a day in Your courts is better than a thousand. I would rather be a doorkeeper in the 
house of my God Than dwell in the tents of wickedness. 11 For the LORD God is a sun and shield; The LORD will give grace and glory; No good thing 
will He withhold From those who walk uprightly. 12 O LORD of hosts, Blessed is the man who trusts in You!  

 
The Ark of God Moved with Honor (Joy Abounds) – (6:13-19) 
2 Samuel 6:13 And so it was, when those bearing the ark of the LORD had gone six paces, that he sacrificed oxen 
and fatted sheep.  
 
1 Chronicles 
David searched the scriptures and saw his error, and corrected and now is doing it correctly: 
1 Chronicles 15:11–13 (NKJV) 11 And David called for Zadok and Abiathar the priests, and for the Levites: for Uriel, Asaiah, Joel, Shemaiah, Eliel, 
and Amminadab. 12 He said to them, “You are the heads of the fathers’ houses of the Levites; sanctify yourselves, you and your brethren, that 
you may bring up the ark of the LORD God of Israel to the place I have prepared for it. 13 For because you did not do it the first time, the LORD our 
God broke out against us, because we did not consult Him about the proper order.”  

 
Broken Law – Covered by Sacrifices 
David making sacrifices all along the way. David is bringing the Ark of God into Jerusalem, it is the place that He has 
purposed that He Himself will come in 1,000 years and “be Himself the sacrifice” exactly as He said He would in the 

example of Abraham sacrificing Isaac 1,000 years prior (Genesis 22).  He will not allow David, at this prophetic 
moment, to misrepresent this by bringing it in on a manmade cart.  There is a broken law, and only sacrifices made 
upon the altar can cover man’s sin, and for the next 1,000 years there in Jerusalem (with pauses between captivity) 
there will be literally millions of sacrifices all painting the picture of the final sacrifice to come - the Messiah, the 

Christ, will be the final sacrifice, who will take away the sins of the world.  God’s holiness,  justice, and wrath with 
judging man from breaking His Holy Law - God’s love, mercy, and grace by trading places with man and taking on 

the wrath every man deserves for sinning against the Holy God.  Have you done that today? 
 
2 Samuel 6:14 Then David danced before the LORD with all his might; and David was wearing a linen ephod.  
 
David Dressed Like Other Priest  
David not dressed like a king, but just one of the priests, common linen ephod.  There is nothing inappropriate 
about his dress.  David living up to his psalms, one thing I desire, that I seek after: 
Psalm 27:4 (NKJV) 4 One thing I have desired of the LORD, That will I seek: That I may dwell in the house of the LORD All the days of my life, To 
behold the beauty of the LORD, And to inquire in His temple.  

 
2 Samuel 6:15 So David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the LORD with shouting and with the 
sound of the trumpet.  
2 Samuel 6:16 Now as the ark of the LORD came into the City of David, Michal, Saul’s daughter, looked through a 
window and saw King David leaping and whirling before the LORD; and she despised him in her heart.  
2 Samuel 6:17 So they brought the ark of the LORD, and set it in its place in the midst of the tabernacle that David 
had erected for it. Then David offered burnt offerings and peace offerings before the LORD.  
2 Samuel 6:18 And when David had finished offering burnt offerings and peace offerings, he blessed the people 
in the name of the LORD of hosts.  
2 Samuel 6:19 Then he distributed among all the people, among the whole multitude of Israel, both the women 
and the men, to everyone a loaf of bread, a piece of meat, and a cake of raisins. So all the people departed, 
everyone to his house.  
 
God’s City 
God said there would come a day where He will pick a city, and His NAME would rest upon it, and that city is….. 
Jerusalem.  There is joy in Jerusalem, for the NAME has come and set Himself there in the midst of the city. 
Deuteronomy 12:5 (NKJV) 5 “But you shall seek the place where the LORD your God chooses, out of all your tribes, to put His name for His 
dwelling place; and there you shall go.  
 
2 Chronicles 6:5–6 (NKJV) 5 ‘Since the day that I brought My people out of the land of Egypt, I have chosen no city from any tribe of Israel in 
which to build a house, that My name might be there, nor did I choose any man to be a ruler over My people Israel. 6 Yet I have chosen 
Jerusalem, that My name may be there, and I have chosen David to be over My people Israel.’  



 
Michal Criticizes David’s Devotion of the Lord (6:20-23) 
2 Samuel 6:20 Then David returned to bless his household. And Michal the daughter of Saul came out to meet 
David, and said, “How glorious was the king of Israel today, uncovering himself today in the eyes of the maids of 
his servants, as one of the base fellows shamelessly uncovers himself!”  
2 Samuel 6:21 So David said to Michal, “It was before the LORD, who chose me instead of your father and all his 
house, to appoint me ruler over the people of the LORD, over Israel. Therefore I will play music before the LORD.  
2 Samuel 6:22 And I will be even more undignified than this, and will be humble in my own sight. But as for the 
maidservants of whom you have spoken, by them I will be held in honor.”  
 
Michal’s Window of Superiority 
I like how Spurgeon describes Michal - that she looked down upon David from her window of 

superiority.  Imagine David, after the failure at Nachon, the humiliation before the people, a Gentile (possibly) 
gets the blessings he was desiring as king for his people, to then hearing the voice of the Lord, to understanding 
why he had failed, and to receive God’s grace that he would be forgiven (because that is what the mercy seat of 
God represents, and does), David brings the ark of God into Jerusalem, has this amazing worship conference, 
amazing mountaintop experience with God and His Church (if you will), and then he walks into his home and here 
is Michal, she has left her window of superiority and opened the door of criticism and unleashed the full torrent of 

it upon David.     

 
Want to Divide and Distance Your Marriage – Challenge Devotion / Be Curious – Curiosity Unites the Heart 
Attacking and challenging David’s relationship with the Lord, challenging David’s worship and devotion to the 

Lord.  Let me tell you, if you want to divide your marriage, distanced and drive away your spouse (although they 

may still be in the home - they are a million miles away) - criticize and challenge their devotion to the Lord.  But 
what is they are being a religious nut (so you may be feel) - what do you do?  Be curious about them, explore their 

heart, hear their heart, become one with them, not one against them.  What if they are lukewarm or even cold 

and dry - same thing.  be curious, explore their heart, come alongside them, not against them.  Do not judge their 
heart, they will know it immediately, a person knows when they are being judged, even if you “conceal it”, and 
they will distance themselves from you, and the thing you thought you could fix with critique to bring them back to 
you, will turn out for the complete opposite, and drive them further away from you. 
 
David Say I Don’t Care 
Verses 21-22: David's wife mocks, ridicules, demeans him. David says, "I don't care what anyone thinks, including 
you. You know what? There's a place, even if it is your very spouse, I'm going to love Jesus, sold out and all out, 
regardless of what you think." 
 
2 Samuel 6:23 Therefore Michal the daughter of Saul had no children to the day of her death.  
 
Easy to Villainize Michal 
So easy to villainize Michal.  She attacks our brother and hero David, she has zero spiritually, and she is 

antagonistic against the things of the Lord  Until I think of what kind of life she has had.  What was it like to grow 
up in house of Saul, an egotistical madman.  Totally dysfunctional home. Man I would hate having Thanksgiving 
over his house.  She loved a man as a young girl, his name was David.  Her love had to leave her, she would be 
pitted between her father and husband, she would never know is the love of my life dead or alive, has he found 
love in the arms of another woman.  She would then be given to another man by her father.  She would then lose 
her father and 3 brothers all in a day.  Then be taking by her brother who made himself king, and brought back to 

David, to join his other 7 wives, and 10+ concubines.  We never know what is going on in someone’s heart, their 
lives.  they can look like they have it going on, married to the king and living in his wealthy home (made by Hiram), 
and it is Michal David comes home, not the other woman.  It could seem Michal has it all, but we can see she is 

absolutely spiritually empty, there is nothing there.  People, they are all around us, they are sitting among us.  

And David just spent wonderful time in the presence of the Lord, but walks in his house and totally misses it - that 

his very wife does not have the experience and joy of the presence of God in her life  And to which i would say 



regarding David, he was 100%, unequivocally, absolutely, wrong on how he handled this.  It is easy to villainize 
Michal, until you remove her from being an object of a story, and make her a human with feelings.  She reminds 
me of the woman at the well as I think of her, looking so full, but absolutely empty, and God doesn’t meet her at 
her blanket store, or fish market she works at, but where she needed it most, at a well, where rivers of living water 

could be poured out to her.   
John 4:10 (NKJV) 10 Jesus answered and said to her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to you, ‘Give Me a drink,’ you would 
have asked Him, and He would have given you living water.”  

 
David had Greater Calling than King - Husband 
David, you went and got her, you brought her back to your palace, you declared her to be your wife.  You were and 
are the spiritual leader in your home, and there was something greater in your life than being the King of Israel, 
the Warrior General, the politician, the statesman, a priest of Israel, a psalmist, and that was....... yes even above 
being king of Israel, it was being Michal’s husband.  To know your wife’s heart, to protect your wife’s heart, to 
cherish your wife’s heart - and to lead your wife into the presence of God. 
Ephesians 5:25–28 (NKJV) 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 26 that He might sanctify 
and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or 
any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish. 28 So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves 
his wife loves himself.  

 
Let’s pray, and ask Lord for application to take away. 
 
The Word of God is Living & Powerful 
The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives. 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

 
In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  

• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
 
Boldly Come to Throne of Grace 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might work in 
you, and through you. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
End of Study 
 
  



2 Samuel 7 
2 Samuel 7:1-29 
 
Introduction/Recap / Theme 
David is in a season of rest from all his enemies and internal drama that comes with being king; he is resting in the 
Lord, his heart is knit to the Lord because he is a man after God’s own heart, and today God will show David the 
deep and holy things of God, and the deepest most holy thing of God, is His very heart.  And today God desires the 
same for you here today, to show you the deepest most thing of God, and it is His heart.  And, for David, and you, 
in order for man to see God’s heart, God must show a man/woman their heart first, the condition of their heart, 
and revelations about their heart.  May God do so today. 
 
Intimate Conversations with God 
Today, we will read and study one of, if not the most intimate heart conversations between a man and God in all 
the Bible. 
 
Title of today’s Message: 

“Intimate Conversations with God” 
 

The Word of God is Living & Powerful 
The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives. 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

 
In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  

• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
 
Boldly Come to Throne of Grace 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might work in 
you, and through you. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
Outline 2 Samuel 7:1-29: 

• The Lord Gives David Rest from All His Enemies (7:1) 

• David Desires to Build God a House (7:2-3) 

• God Does Not Ask or Need of Man (7:4-7) 

• It was God’s Hand that Established David (7:8-11) 

• God Promises David a Throne Forever (7:12-16) 

• David Responds with Praise for God’s Goodness to Him (7:17-29) 
 
The Lord Gives David Rest from All His Enemies (7:1) 
2 Samuel 7:1 Now it came to pass when the king was dwelling in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from 
all his enemies all around,  
 
Who Gives Unrest? 
Does it mean that the Lord gives us unrest?  No, the enemy give us unrest with relentless assaults upon us, and the 
Lord gives us rest through His victories. 
 
 
 



Christian, you Cannot beat the Flesh 
Christian, you cannot beat the enemy in and of yourself.  You cannot “will to win”, you cannot “determine to 
defeat”; you cannot defeat the enemy in and of yourself, you cannot beat the flesh with the flesh.  The flesh can 
only be defeated by the Spirit, the Spirit of God.  Too many Christians think they can beat the flesh, defeat the 
enemy of their souls, by strong-will, great determination, and yes you will have some success, but it will only be 
temporary success.   
 
David’s Victories Come from the Lord 
A look at David’s victories, and see a continual thread and theme through his life, and that is that “the Lord was 
with David”, and in every victory, it was the “Lord who delivered” the enemy.  Christian, where does your help 
come from? 
1 Samuel 16:13 (NKJV) 13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers; and the Spirit of the LORD came upon 
David from that day forward. So Samuel arose and went to Ramah.  
 
1 Samuel 17:37 (NKJV) 37 Moreover David said, “The LORD, who delivered me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear, He will 
deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.” And Saul said to David, “Go, and the LORD be with you!”  
 
1 Samuel 17:38–39 (NKJV) 38 So Saul clothed David with his armor, and he put a bronze helmet on his head; he also clothed him with a coat of 

mail. 39 David fastened his sword to his armor and tried to walk, for he had not tested them. And David said to Saul, “I cannot walk with these, 
for I have not tested them.” So David took them off.  
David knew he couldn’t defeat the Philistine giant in the flesh, or with manmade methods 9such as wearing Saul’s armor).  
 
1 Samuel 17:45–46 (NKJV) 45 Then David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with a sword, with a spear, and with a javelin. But I come to you 
in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46 This day the LORD will deliver you into my hand, and I 
will strike you and take your head from you. And this day I will give the carcasses of the camp of the Philistines to the birds of the air and the 
wild beasts of the earth, that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel.  
 
1 Samuel 17:47 (NKJV) 47 Then all this assembly shall know that the LORD does not save with sword and spear; for the battle is the LORD’s, and He 
will give you into our hands.”  
 
1 Samuel 17:54 (NKJV) 54 And David took the head of the Philistine and brought it to Jerusalem, but he put his armor in his tent.  
By the way, David he is about 15 years old at this time, David did not take Jerusalem for another 20 years, as the Jebusites held Jerusalem for 
some 400 years at that time.  So that would mean that David did not put the head of Goliath in Jerusalem for 20 years!  Where in the world did 
he keep that head for 20 years?  Why did he keep that head for 20 years?  I say – to remind him of verse 47, the battle belongs to the Lord.  
 
1 Samuel 23:4–5 (NKJV) 4 Then David inquired of the LORD once again. And the LORD answered him and said, “Arise, go down to Keilah. For I will 
deliver the Philistines into your hand.” 5 And David and his men went to Keilah and fought with the Philistines, struck them with a mighty blow, 
and took away their livestock. So David saved the inhabitants of Keilah.  
 
1 Samuel 30:7–8 (NKJV) 7 Then David said to Abiathar the priest, Ahimelech’s son, “Please bring the ephod here to me.” And Abiathar brought 
the ephod to David. 8 So David inquired of the LORD, saying, “Shall I pursue this troop? Shall I overtake them?” And He answered him, “Pursue, 
for you shall surely overtake them and without fail recover all.”  
 
2 Samuel 5:9–10 (NKJV) 9 Then David dwelt in the stronghold, and called it the City of David. And David built all around from the Millo and 
inward. 10 So David went on and became great, and the LORD God of hosts was with him.  
 
2 Samuel 5:17–19 (NKJV) 17 Now when the Philistines heard that they had anointed David king over Israel, all the Philistines went up to search 
for David. And David heard of it and went down to the stronghold. 18 The Philistines also went and deployed themselves in the Valley of 
Rephaim. 19 So David inquired of the LORD, saying, “Shall I go up against the Philistines? Will You deliver them into my hand?” And the LORD said 
to David, “Go up, for I will doubtless deliver the Philistines into your hand.”  
 
2 Samuel 5:20 (NKJV) 20 So David went to Baal Perazim, and David defeated them there; and he said, “The LORD has broken through my enemies 
before me, like a breakthrough of water.” Therefore he called the name of that place Baal Perazim.  
 
2 Samuel 5:24–25 (NKJV) 24 And it shall be, when you hear the sound of marching in the tops of the mulberry trees, then you shall advance 
quickly. For then the LORD will go out before you to strike the camp of the Philistines.” 25 And David did so, as the LORD commanded him; and he 
drove back the Philistines from Geba as far as Gezer.  
 
2 Samuel 8:6 (NKJV) 6 Then David put garrisons in Syria of Damascus; and the Syrians became David’s servants, and brought tribute. So the LORD 
preserved David wherever he went.  
 
2 Samuel 8:14 (NKJV) 14 He also put garrisons in Edom; throughout all Edom he put garrisons, and all the Edomites became David’s servants. 
And the LORD preserved David wherever he went.  



Joshua the Same thread & theme 

Another great military commander, our beloved Joshua, he too has the same thread and theme running through 
all his victories over the enemy: 
Joshua 1:9 (NKJV) 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the LORD your God is 

with you wherever you go.”  
 
Joshua 6:15–16 (NKJV) 15 But it came to pass on the seventh day that they rose early, about the dawning of the day, and marched around the 
city seven times in the same manner. On that day only they marched around the city seven times. 16 And the seventh time it happened, when the 
priests blew the trumpets, that Joshua said to the people: “Shout, for the LORD has given you the city!  
 
Joshua 7:10–13 (NKJV) 10 So the LORD said to Joshua: “Get up! Why do you lie thus on your face? 11 Israel has sinned, and they have also 
transgressed My covenant which I commanded them. For they have even taken some of the accursed things, and have both stolen and deceived; 
and they have also put it among their own stuff. 12 Therefore the children of Israel could not stand before their enemies, but turned their backs 
before their enemies, because they have become doomed to destruction. Neither will I be with you anymore, unless you destroy the accursed 
from among you. 13 Get up, sanctify the people, and say, ‘Sanctify yourselves for tomorrow, because thus says the LORD God of Israel: “There is 
an accursed thing in your midst, O Israel; you cannot stand before your enemies until you take away the accursed thing from among you.”  
When did Joshua and company lose?  When sin (the flesh) was in the camp. 
 
Joshua 10:12 (NKJV) 12 Then Joshua spoke to the LORD in the day when the LORD delivered up the Amorites before the children of Israel, and he 
said in the sight of Israel: “Sun, stand still over Gibeon; And Moon, in the Valley of Aijalon.”  

 
Joshua 10:29–30 (NKJV) 29 Then Joshua passed from Makkedah, and all Israel with him, to Libnah; and they fought against Libnah. 30 And the 
LORD also delivered it and its king into the hand of Israel; he struck it and all the people who were in it with the edge of the sword. He let none 
remain in it, but did to its king as he had done to the king of Jericho.  
 
Joshua 10:31–32 (NKJV) 31 Then Joshua passed from Libnah, and all Israel with him, to Lachish; and they encamped against it and fought against 
it. 32 And the LORD delivered Lachish into the hand of Israel, who took it on the second day, and struck it and all the people who were in it with 
the edge of the sword, according to all that he had done to Libnah.  
 
Joshua 11:6 (NKJV) 6 But the LORD said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid because of them, for tomorrow about this time I will deliver all of them slain 
before Israel. You shall hamstring their horses and burn their chariots with fire.”  

 
Gospel We Call Upon Lord – Then Enemies Think We Can Bring Victory 
We Christians call upon the Lord for salvation, know that it is nothing of ourselves, that we can’t save ourselves, 
it’s all God’s grace and power, and our role is to throw ourselves at the feet of Jesus and say “save me”; and then 
we get saved, and somehow think overcoming and living the victorious life is more dependent upon us and our 
work, rather than God and His. 
Ephesians 2:8–9 (NKJV) 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest 
anyone should boast.  

 
Our Ole is to Be Desperate / (Sheer Will – Sheer Determination) Won’t Do It 
Our role in overcoming the enemy is the same as salvation, and that is Lord “save me”, I can’t do this in my sheer 
will, nor the strength of my flesh, I need Your supernatural working of the Holy Spirit to bring me victory.  Yes, you 
bring the desperation, you bring the will, you bring the desire, and then call upon the Lord – save me, bring victory 
over this enemy! 
 
Your Enemy (Addiction – Laziness – Selfishness – Could Care Less) 
Maybe your enemy is an addiction, or maybe your enemy is laziness (I just don’t feel like fighting), maybe your 
enemy is excuses (here is why I do what I do, but it isn’t my fault), maybe your enemy is selfishness (right now I 
need to take of #1), maybe it is lust, or maybe it is being care-less (and you really could care less about anyone 
else, but yourself).  
 
Paul Never Satisfied / Peter Walked on Water to Get to Jesus / Do We Want to Walk On Water Anymore 
The Apostle Paul, the great man of God, never was satisfied with where he was personally at in personal holiness, 
and in his relationship with God.  He always wanted more!  I love the picture of desperation in the Apostle Peter 
when he tried to walk on water, and as he was sinking he said Jesus save me; you know the desperation for any of 
you who had ever experienced sucking in water rather than air!  I image later on that night around the fire, boys 
being boys, and one of the other disciples start cracking jokes about Peter screaming save me (gulp, gulp, gulp).  As 
they all laugh at him, imitate him sinking, until Peter said, true……. But did you see the part of me walking on 



water!  And why did Peter walk on water?  To get to Jesus, to get nearer to Jesus, to come into a closer presence of 
Jesus.  I think it easy for us to lose the desire and passion to walk on water, to get to get to Jesus, grab hold of all of 
Him and all of him we can see (coming into His presence), reaching for the prize. 
Philippians 3:12–16 (NKJV) 12 Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which 

Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. 13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which 
are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, 14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ 
Jesus. 15 Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have this mind; and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal even this to you. 16 
Nevertheless, to the degree that we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us be of the same mind.  
 
Matthew 14:28–32 (NKJV) 28 And Peter answered Him and said, “Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You on the water.” 29 So He said, 
“Come.” And when Peter had come down out of the boat, he walked on the water to go to Jesus. 30 But when he saw that the wind was 
boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink he cried out, saying, “Lord, save me!” 31 And immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and 
caught him, and said to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased.  
 

I love the OKJV, Peter says, “Lord if it be thou, bid me to come unto thee”; and may we say the same to our Lord, 
bid thee, call to me, Lord I want to be closer to you, I don’t want to watch you from a distance, I want to be as near 
to You as possible. 
Matthew 14:28–29 (KJV 1900)  
28 And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water. 29 And he said, Come. And when Peter was come 
down out of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to Jesus.  

 
Socrates and the Drowning Student 
A young man visits Socrates in search of wisdom. To the young man's surprise, Socrates takes him out to a lake and 
dunks his head under water. As the man's struggle to come up for air, Socrates holds him under. Later, after 
recovering, the young man asks Socrates why he nearly drowned him. 
 
Socrates replies, “What is it you most wanted when you were under water?” 
 
“Air,” the young man replies. 
 
Socrates responds, "When your desire for wisdom is as great as your desire to breathe, you will find wisdom." 
 
Be Honest and Open With Lord 
Be honest and open with the Lord, say Lord I can’t beat this, I can’t kill this, I cant win, but how I want to have this 
thing crushed in my life 
 
Be Desperate / Prayer of Jabez / Maybe Hang Out After Service – Go to Prayer Room 
I have good news, we cannot defeat the enemy of our flesh by sheer will or determination, but with that will and 
determination, desperate for more of Him, Our Lord can and will bring the victory.  Here is a good prayer to pray to 
the Lord, get alone with Him today, or hang out in the sanctuary after service, or go to the prayer room, and pray 
the prayer that Jabez prayed, and pray it like a man who drowning. 

• Lord Bless me 

• Enlarge my territory 

• That Your hand be with me 

• Keep me from Evil that I might not Grieve You 

• And trust and believe God will grant your request: 
1 Chronicles 4:10 (NKJV) 10 And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, “Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and enlarge my territory, that 
Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, that I may not cause pain!” So God granted him what he requested.  

 
BOLDLY COME 
What will you BOLDLY ask for today? 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
Season of Rest – is Just a Season – Enjoy It 
And by the way, yes David has rest, for this season, but it doesn’t last long, as it never does, and we will see David 
back in the battle in the next chapter.  So if you are in a season of rest enjoy it, but I doubt it will last longer than a 



day or two, as the enemy always comes back around.  So don’t count it strange, nor think it shouldn’t be so.  But I 
would also challenge you, if you are in a continual state of rest then I have to wonder why? 
 
David Desires to Build God a House (7:2-3) 
2 Samuel 7:2 that the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God 
dwells inside tent curtains.”  
2 Samuel 7:3 Then Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that is in your heart, for the LORD is with you.”  
 
Sounds Good – But Maybe Should Check with the Lord 
Well this sounds like a great thing, it is a no-brainer, to two of the prophets (David was called a prophet – Acts 2) of 
Israel, but we will see that even the things that seem so sure, still need to be put before the Lord to hear His 
thoughts and plan.  Good word for us, even the most noble and worthy causes need to be put before the Lord, as 
He may say good plan, but not you, I have someone else who will take up that cause. 
Acts 2:29–30 (NKJV) 29 “Men and brethren, let me speak freely to you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his tomb is 
with us to this day. 30 Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of his body, according to 
the flesh, He would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne,  

                                            
God says No – because of Blood on His Hands 
We are told in 1 Chronicles that God says no to David because he has too much blood on his hands.  He will let 
Solomon build the Temple in times of peace, not of war.  David, we know still has some wars to fight to establish 
the peace that his son Solomon will enjoy. 
1 Chronicles 22:7–10 (NKJV) 7 And David said to Solomon: “My son, as for me, it was in my mind to build a house to the name of the LORD my 
God; 8 but the word of the LORD came to me, saying, ‘You have shed much blood and have made great wars; you shall not build a house for My 
name, because you have shed much blood on the earth in My sight. 9 Behold, a son shall be born to you, who shall be a man of rest; and I will 
give him rest from all his enemies all around. His name shall be Solomon, for I will give peace and quietness to Israel in his days. 10 He shall build 
a house for My name, and he shall be My son, and I will be his Father; and I will establish the throne of his kingdom over Israel forever.’  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
God Does Not Ask or Need of Man (7:4-7) 
2 Samuel 7:4 But it happened that night that the word of the LORD came to Nathan, saying,  
2 Samuel 7:5 “Go and tell My servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD: “Would you build a house for Me to dwell in?  
2 Samuel 7:6 For I have not dwelt in a house since the time that I brought the children of Israel up from Egypt, 
even to this day, but have moved about in a tent and in a tabernacle.  
2 Samuel 7:7 Wherever I have moved about with all the children of Israel, have I ever spoken a word to anyone 
from the tribes of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd My people Israel, saying, ‘Why have you not built Me 
a house of cedar?’ ” ’  
 
Owns Cattle on 1,000 Hills 
He is the God who owns the cattle on the thousand hills, He is the God who speaks and worlds are formed. 
Psalm 50:10–12 (NKJV) 10 For every beast of the forest is Mine, And the cattle on a thousand hills. 11 I know all the birds of the mountains, And 
the wild beasts of the field are Mine. 12 “If I were hungry, I would not tell you; For the world is Mine, and all its fullness.  

 
God needs Nothing From Man / If in Ministry – Be Free – Enjoy the Flow 
God clearly establishes that he is in need of nothing from man.  I appreciate your offer David, but I am just fine as I 
have been for these last 3,000 years before you came along, and I will be just fine for the next 3,000 years contrary 
to what some folks try to sell on television today.  And His success is not dependent upon us….. so if you are in 
ministry take that word as freedom, He isn’t dependent on you so you can be free to just be a vessel that he flows 
through and you can enjoy “the flow”. 
 
Works Trip 
If you are on a works trip, and think your doing and giving buys some type of favor with God, you deceive yourself 
– you cannot earn God’s favor or love by giving and doing, but by grace only! 
 
 
 
 



It was God’s Hand that Established David (7:8-11) 
2 Samuel 7:8 Now therefore, thus shall you say to My servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts: “I took you 
from the sheepfold, from following the sheep, to be ruler over My people, over Israel.  
2 Samuel 7:9 And I have been with you wherever you have gone, and have cut off all your enemies from before 
you, and have made you a great name, like the name of the great men who are on the earth.  
2 Samuel 7:10 Moreover I will appoint a place for My people Israel, and will plant them, that they may dwell in a 
place of their own and move no more; nor shall the sons of wickedness oppress them anymore, as previously,  
2 Samuel 7:11 since the time that I commanded judges to be over My people Israel, and have caused you to rest 
from all your enemies. Also the LORD tells you that He will make you a house.  
 
So Easy to Think it is Us - Self-made / God Made David Great – Because God is Great / John 3:27 
God made David great, for no other reason other than God is great.  There was nothing in and of David that 
brought him to be favored of the Lord, other than God loves to give and show favor to His people.  That is you and 
me, and applicable to you and me, and that is an awesome word for us today.  The scriptures say a man receives 
nothing unless it has been given to him from above.  It is so easy for us, especially in the land of opportunity USA, 
to think highly of ourselves, but truly all that we have is simply because God is good, and……. All the time, God is 
good. 
John 3:27 (NKJV) 27 John answered and said, “A man can receive nothing unless it has been given to him from heaven.  

 
How Interesting – The Prophet Needs a Prophet 
As we know from Acts 2, David is a prophet.  And how interesting that is that a prophet needs a prophet to sea to 
him.   I think that David has such tunnel-vision on building God a house, as great as that is, and as wonderful as his 
heart may be, it is not what God desires of him, and does not support him doing. 
 
There is a great lesson to be learned here and that is that there are times, that God can only break through to us 
through another person because we are so tunneled vison on our “thing”.  God may do that through another 
brother or sister, or he may do that through the teaching of the word (and hence why it is important for us to stay 
in fellowship at a Bible teaching church).  God says He makes His word manifest (known and clear) through the 
teaching of the word: 
Titus 1:1–3 (NKJV) 1 Paul, a bondservant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to the faith of God’s elect and the acknowledgment of 
the truth which accords with godliness, 2 in hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie, promised before time began, 3 but has in due time 
manifested His word through preaching, which was committed to me according to the commandment of God our Savior;  
 
Hebrews 10:24–25 (NKJV) 24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves 
together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.  
 

Proverbs 27:17 (NKJV) 17 As iron sharpens iron, So a man sharpens the countenance of his friend.  
 
So the question for someone today is, do you allow yourself, have you put yourself in a place, where someone can 
speak into your life?  Or, do you think that you are above the need for a “Nathan” in your life? 
 
Give David, the King credit, he allowed Nathan to speak into his life, and he heeded the words of Nathan for his 
life. 
 
Proverbs says, and may we be: 
Proverbs 1:5 (NKJV) 5 A wise man will hear and increase learning, And a man of understanding will attain wise counsel,  

 
The Intimate Heart Exchange 
Now, some take this back-and-forth as God putting David in his place, some even take it as David is being rebuked, 
but that is not the case.  God isn’t responding to David, for God is never the responder to man, God is always the 
initiator, that is why He gets to be God ☺ 
 
Before us is one of the most intimate heart-to-heart recorded exchanges between a man and God in all the Bible.  
David is at rest, and in his rest (the man after God’s heart) thinks on the things of God, and is drawn into intimacy 



with God, by God.  And God is the same yesterday, today, and forever (Hebrews 13:8), and still today draws 
men/woman to Himself for times of intimacy. 
 
Outline 2 Samuel 7:1-29: 

• The Lord Gives David Rest from All His Enemies (7:1) 

• David Desires to Build God a House (7:2-3) 

• God Does Not Ask or Need of Man (7:4-7) 

• It was God’s Hand that Established David (7:8-11) 

• God Promises David a Throne Forever (7:12-16) 

• David Responds with Praise for God’s Goodness to Him (7:17-29) 
 
David pours his heart out to the Lord, and David’s heart is for God, we read of a passion and a desire of David’s 
heart is for the Lord.  Lord David is saying, I want to build you a house, I want to do something for you, I want to 
give your you something, I want to give you honor 
 
David is shown something here, and a man after God’s own heart knows things about the heart of God, as God 
places His things into the heart of His people, and God stirs things in the heart of His people. 
 
David is shown something and he did not even know it: 

• Jerusalem – Heart of God:  when he was moved in his heart to make Jerusalem the center of the kingdom.  
No mention that he knew that it was God’s purpose that He (God would provide Himself as the sacrifice) 
the exact same spot on that hill Golgotha (also called Mount Moriah, also called Calvary) as the Lamb of 
God who will take away the sins of the world, exactly as He gave preview 2,000 years prior in Genesis 22 
of Abraham willingly offering his only son Isaac up on that exact same spot. God moved in the heart of 
David to weave His theme of redemption through sacrifice on the Only Begotten Son (John 3:16).  God is 
saying/showing David …. That providing Myself, giving Myself, as the provision for sin is My heart for you 
and all mankind. 

• Jerusalem – Heart of David: God will through Jerusalem, show David and us, this is how much you are 
worth to Me, that I will give Myself for you – that is how much your value is worth to Me. 

John 3:16–17 (NKJV) 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.  

 
David was shown the very heart of God, the holy things of God, because David was a man after God’s own heart.  
The Hebrew Idiom, “On whom My heart rests upon”.  And David’s heart rested upon the Lord’s heart, and the 
Lord’s heart rested upon David’s.  And, for every one of you today, God wants to, will, and does show you and 
share His heart with you.  The more David pressed in, the more God will reveal, and same for us. 
 

• Ark of God – Heart of God: David was on to something, and He didn’t even know it, when he purposed in 
His heart to bring the ark of God to Jerusalem, the ark of God representing the very presence of God.  God 
moved in David’s heart to weave the theme of man can come into the presence of God, only by sacrifice 
of blood sprinkled upon the mercy seat that covered the broken law (as the 10 commandments of God 
were inside that ark, and man is guilty of breaking God’s holy law).  Romans 3:19, James 1:9.  God is 
saying/showing David …. My heart is to be with/near My people. 

• Ark of God – Heart of David:  David in My presence is fullness of joy (Psalm 16:11 – ask Obed-Edom – 2 
Samuel 6), I am worth making the trip for, I am worth waking up early for, I am worth the fight against 
your flesh to get to Me and draw near to me. But, as you saw with the new cart, with Uzzah, with your 
man-made approach, that is not how you can come into my presence, I am a Holy and Pure God.  You can 
only come into my presence, and that is through my prescribed way, and that is through the blood 
sacrifice.   

Psalm 16:11 (NKJV) 11 You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.  

 
David was shown the very heart of God, the holy things of God, because David was a man after God’s own heart.  
The Hebrew Idiom, “On whom My heart rests upon”.  And David’s heart rested upon the Lord’s heart, and the 



Lord’s heart rested upon David’s.  And, for every one of you today, God wants to, will, and does show you and 
share His heart with you.  The more David pressed in, the more God will reveal, and same for us. 
 
If you are here today, and have never committed your life to Christ, asked for forgiveness of your sin for breaking 
his holy law, then today he is stirring in your heart, look to Me and be saved.  Romans 10:9 
 

• House for God- Heart of God: And David was shown something great here in the desire to build God a 
house, as God moved in David’s hearts to weave the theme of God “will tabernacle with man”.  God’s 
heart was to dwell among His people, and then to dwell in them, that is the heart of God 

• Wilderness wandering God tabernacle (dwelt with His people) 

• Soon God will tabernacle in the Temple built by David’s son Solomon 

• All a picture, that one day God will become man (so to become the Lamb who will take away the 
sins of the world), and tabernacle (dwell and walk) among man. 

• And then, God Himself will Tabernacle in us, Christ in you 

• And then in eternity, we shall dwell in the house of the Lord in the heavenly place. 

• House for God – Heart of David: David the Lord is speaking to his heart, you can’t build me a house with 
your good works, great warrior that you are, and the great king that you are.  Else you may think it was 
your greatness to build the house, not My greatness.  Your son Solomon will build it, and all will be 
provided for him (the peace he experiences was because of David’s warring, and even the supplies to 
build the house were not of him but his father).  Solomon can’t take credit for the Peace he lived in, and 
the Tabernacle of God, it was freely given to him.  In the next verses God will tell David of a throne, a 
house, forever….. and it will all come through the Savior that will be born through your lineage.  David, 
the House of God is only a foreshadow of My hearts greatest desire, and that is to dwell within man, but 
to do that, every man, including you David, and every man/woman here today, needs a Savior – and He is 
Christ the Lord! 

Exodus 40:34 (NKJV) 34 Then the cloud covered the tabernacle of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.  
 
Exodus 40:34–38 (NKJV) 34 Then the cloud covered the tabernacle of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 35 And Moses was 
not able to enter the tabernacle of meeting, because the cloud rested above it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 36 Whenever the 
cloud was taken up from above the tabernacle, the children of Israel would go onward in all their journeys. 37 But if the cloud was not taken up, 
then they did not journey till the day that it was taken up. 38 For the cloud of the LORD was above the tabernacle by day, and fire was over it by 
night, in the sight of all the house of Israel, throughout all their journeys.  
 
John 1:14 (NKJV) 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, 
full of grace and truth.  
 
1 Corinthians 3:16 (NKJV) 16 Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?  
 
Revelation 21:3 (NKJV) 3 And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, 
and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God.  

 
David was shown the very heart of God, the holy things of God, because David was a man after God’s own heart.  
The Hebrew Idiom, “On whom My heart rests upon”.  And David’s heart rested upon the Lord’s heart, and the 
Lord’s heart rested upon David’s.  And, for every one of you today, God wants to, will, and does show you and 
share His heart with you.  The more David pressed in, the more God will reveal, and same for us. 
 
WOW – How God Loves Us 
Making Jerusalem the capital, wow; bring the ark of God to Jerusalem, wow; building the Tabernacle of God, wow;  
 
And wow for us today, as the Lord has showed us Calvary and the price He was willing to pay for us, He has 
brought us into His presence, and if that wasn’t close enough, He tabernacles within, the holy, uncommon (there is 
none like Him), all mighty God – lives in you, men and woman whose His heart rest upon. 
 

God loves you, and is near to you, and He shows you His heart – and here in our hands is His heart today, revealing 
His love to you.  God speaks, God draws, and God loves…….. you. 



 
And the intimate conversation before us today between David and His LORD (The Name), is the same for us today, 
a God who speaks intimately to us the same. 
 
Now God is Going to Blow David’s Mind 
So David and God are having an intimate conversation (through this whole chapter), and now God is going to blow 
David’s mind and promise him that he will have a throne forever, but greater than that, through him will come the 
promised Messiah.  
 
God Promises David a Throne Forever (7:12-16) 
2 Samuel 7:12 “When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, I will set up your seed after you, 
who will come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom.  
2 Samuel 7:13 He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.  
2 Samuel 7:14 I will be his Father, and he shall be My son. If he commits iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod 
of men and with the blows of the sons of men.  
 
Variation of Translation of verse 14: 
Newer translations correctly render this verse, “When he carries the iniquity, he shall be beaten.” And indeed, Jesus 
was beaten when He bore our sin. 
 Courson, J. (2005). Jon Courson’s application commentary: Volume one: Genesis–Job (p. 918). Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. 

 
2 Samuel 7:15 But My mercy shall not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I removed from before you.  
2 Samuel 7:16 And your house and your kingdom shall be established forever before you. Your throne shall be 
established forever.” ’ ”  
 
God making an Everlasting Covenant with David 
So the Lord is making an everlasting covenant with David.  From King David's seed would come a ruler who would 
reign on the throne forever - King Jesus.  This one of course is perpetual, forever and ever. This covenant 
agreement reached its highest fulfillment when Jesus the Messiah, a descendant of the line of David, was born in 
Bethlehem about a thousand years after God made this promise to David the king (Matt. 1:1; 2:4–6; Luke 1:29–33). 
 
Definition of Covenant 
A Covenant is something we read about throughout the Scriptures, God making a Covenant with man.  What is a 
Covenant?  A covenant is "a sovereign proclamation of God, from the lips of God, that puts Him in a relationship of 
responsibility with a man, a family, a nation, and/or the world.  It is a proclamation of God saying this is what I am 
going to do. 
 
Conditional / Perpetual 
Sometimes these covenants are conditional; I will do this, if/when you do what I tell you to.  Some covenants are 
God saying I am going to do this regardless of what you do.  Some covenants are perpetual (Forever), others expire 
when a New Covenant comes into effect. 
 
There are 8 specific Covenants we see in the Scriptures: 
 
Edenic Covenant:  (Genesis 2:16-17).  God declares to Adam and Eve, all of this is for you to enjoy, but if you eat of 
the tree of Knowledge and Evil, you shall surely die.  This one is perpetual for we see man dying everyday as the 
result of the world being plunged into sin. 
 
Adamic Covenant:  (Genesis 3:14-19).  Here is the result of the fall, the curse.  Satan you shall slither on your belly, 
woman you shall suffer pain in childbirth, man you shall till the land in sweat.  But there is hope, for a Savior will 
come through the Seed of the woman who will crush satan's head, but only after satan bruises His heal on the 
cross.  This one is perpetual, woman still suffer in birthing, and man still sweats in the field.  The Savior has come 
for sin, but next times He comes for His kids. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/cnapcomot01?ref=Bible.2Sa7.14&off=252&ctx=he+children+of+men:%0a~Newer+translations+c


 
Noahic Covenant: (Genesis 8:21-9:17). It is a perpetual covenant.  The Noahic covenant applies to all of humanity 
and to all other living creatures. In this covenant, God promises never again to destroy all life on Earth by flood 
[9:11] and creates the rainbow as the sign of this "everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of 
all flesh that is on the earth".[9:12–17]. 
 
Abrahamic Covenant: (Genesis 12,15,17).  God telling Abraham I am going to bless you, and the nations will be 
blessed through you.  For through the line of Abraham the Savior will come, and all who will receive Him will be 
free form sin and death.  It is a perpetual covenant for the Love of the Lamb is available to all who will receive, 
every tribe, nation, and tongue.  I am also going to give you a land that will be yours forever. 
 
Mosaic Covenant: (Exodus 19, 24, 34).  Better known as "The Law".  This is a conditional covenant for it is based 
on; if you will do this you will be blessed, if you will that, then you will be cursed.  It is an if/then covenant.  If you 
do right then you will be blessed, if you do wrong, then you will be cursed.  This covenant is not perpetual for it 
was superceded by the New Covenant.  
 
Palestinian Covenant:  (Duet 30).  This covenant deals with the land of Israel.  It states that the land of Israel will be 
the Jews forever and ever.  It is perpetual, forever and ever, regardless of what any world leader thinks or says, 
regardless of what the United Nations or the United States says, it is the Jewish peoples forever and ever. 
 
Davidic Covenant: (2 Sam. 7:12; 22:51) From King David's seed would come a ruler who would reign on the throne 
forever - King Jesus.  This one of course is perpetual, forever and ever. This covenant agreement reached its 
highest fulfillment when Jesus the Messiah, a descendant of the line of David, was born in Bethlehem about a 
thousand years after God made this promise to David the king (Matt. 1:1; 2:4–6; Luke 1:29–33). 
 
New Covenant:  (Jeremiah 31:31-34 see also Heb 8:3).  God says I will write my will on the tablets of your heart.  
Jesus would say His blood is the blood of the New Covenant (Matt 26:27-28).  It is no longer and external covenant, 
but an internal covenant.  It is Christ in you, the hope of Glory  (Col 1:27).  It is God Himself taking up residence in 
your body to lead you and empower you for your walk with Him.   
Matthew 26:27–28 (NKJV) 27 Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. 28 For this is My 
blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.  
 
(Colossians 1:27 NKJV)  To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ 
in you, the hope of glory. 

 
David Responds with Praise for God’s Goodness to Him (7:17-29) 
2 Samuel 7:17 According to all these words and according to all this vision, so Nathan spoke to David.  
2 Samuel 7:18 Then King David went in and sat before the LORD; and he said: “Who am I, O Lord GOD? And what 
is my house, that You have brought me this far?  
2 Samuel 7:19 And yet this was a small thing in Your sight, O Lord GOD; and You have also spoken of Your 
servant’s house for a great while to come. Is this the manner of man, O Lord GOD?  
2 Samuel 7:20 Now what more can David say to You? For You, Lord GOD, know Your servant.  
2 Samuel 7:21 For Your word’s sake, and according to Your own heart, You have done all these great things, to 
make Your servant know them.  
2 Samuel 7:22 Therefore You are great, O Lord GOD. For there is none like You, nor is there any God besides You, 
according to all that we have heard with our ears.  
2 Samuel 7:23 And who is like Your people, like Israel, the one nation on the earth whom God went to redeem 
for Himself as a people, to make for Himself a name—and to do for Yourself great and awesome deeds for Your 
land—before Your people whom You redeemed for Yourself from Egypt, the nations, and their gods?  
2 Samuel 7:24 For You have made Your people Israel Your very own people forever; and You, LORD, have become 
their God.  
2 Samuel 7:25 “Now, O LORD God, the word which You have spoken concerning Your servant and concerning his 
house, establish it forever and do as You have said.  



2 Samuel 7:26 So let Your name be magnified forever, saying, ‘The LORD of hosts is the God over Israel.’ And let 
the house of Your servant David be established before You.  
2 Samuel 7:27 For You, O LORD of hosts, God of Israel, have revealed this to Your servant, saying, ‘I will build you 
a house.’ Therefore Your servant has found it in his heart to pray this prayer to You.  
2 Samuel 7:28 “And now, O Lord GOD, You are God, and Your words are true, and You have promised this 
goodness to Your servant.  
2 Samuel 7:29 Now therefore, let it please You to bless the house of Your servant, that it may continue before 
You forever; for You, O Lord GOD, have spoken it, and with Your blessing let the house of Your servant be 
blessed forever.”  
 
Are You Ok When God Says No 
Beloved, are you ok when God says no?  Can you still praise Him when He cuts off your desire, even as noble and 
honorable as it is, He still says no.  David didn’t quit or pout when God said no, and David didn’t get his way, he is 
simply saying you know what Lord, you know best, and I can trust in that.  I will praise in the yes and the no.  Can 
you still praise Him in the “No”?  David does, and in a glorious and mighty way.   
 
10x David Calls himself – Your Servant 
Ten times in verses 18-29, David identifies himself as the Lord’s servant. 
2 Samuel 7:18–29 (NKJV) 18 Then King David went in and sat before the LORD; and he said: “Who am I, O Lord GOD? And what is my house, that 
You have brought me this far? 19 And yet this was a small thing in Your sight, O Lord GOD; and You have also spoken of Your servant’s house for a 
great while to come. Is this the manner of man, O Lord GOD? 20 Now what more can David say to You? For You, Lord GOD, know Your servant. 21 
For Your word’s sake, and according to Your own heart, You have done all these great things, to make Your servant know them. 22 Therefore You 
are great, O Lord GOD. For there is none like You, nor is there any God besides You, according to all that we have heard with our ears. 23 And who 
is like Your people, like Israel, the one nation on the earth whom God went to redeem for Himself as a people, to make for Himself a name—and 
to do for Yourself great and awesome deeds for Your land—before Your people whom You redeemed for Yourself from Egypt, the nations, and 
their gods? 24 For You have made Your people Israel Your very own people forever; and You, LORD, have become their God. 25 “Now, O LORD God, 
the word which You have spoken concerning Your servant and concerning his house, establish it forever and do as You have said. 26 So let Your 
name be magnified forever, saying, ‘The LORD of hosts is the God over Israel.’ And let the house of Your servant David be established before You. 
27 For You, O LORD of hosts, God of Israel, have revealed this to Your servant, saying, ‘I will build you a house.’ Therefore Your servant has found it 
in his heart to pray this prayer to You. 28 “And now, O Lord GOD, You are God, and Your words are true, and You have promised this goodness to 
Your servant. 29 Now therefore, let it please You to bless the house of Your servant, that it may continue before You forever; for You, O Lord GOD, 
have spoken it, and with Your blessing let the house of Your servant be blessed forever.”  

 
Look at David’s Praise – Can You Praise the Same 
In every study we ask, who is God, what does He think of me, here are some good ones for us today: 

• A God who brings His people to greatness, because of His greatness not us having to be great (v18) 

• A God who is a God of His Word (keeping His covenants), and we can rest on His faithfulness to His Word 
(not our faithfulness) – (v21-24) 

• David claims the promises of God, before they come to pass.  And, David gives praises for those promises 
before they come to pass.  Do you want power in your life?  Don’t just claim the promises of God before 
they come to pass, but give praise in advance of them coming to pass.  Say Lord I praise You for the 
victory (that is going to come regarding (you fill in the blank), and you will have power in your life, 
because your faith is being unleashed! 

• We can magnify “The Name”, and His Name is more intimate to us than David, for we are living under the 
New Covenant, and we know the author and finisher of the New Covenant, His Name is “Jesus, name 
above all names. 

Philippians 2:9–11 (NKJV) 9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, 10 that at the name 
of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11 and that every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  

 
The Word of God is Living & Powerful 
The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives. 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

 
 



In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  

• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
 
Boldly Come to Throne of Grace 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might work in 
you, and through you. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
End of Study 
 

  



Christmas Eve 2017. 
 
Introduction 
In our passage before us, we would never consider this as such a wonderful Christmas passage, but it is!  It is 
literally the beginning of the string of scriptures, to the first Christmas, the birth of Christ.   
 
As a recap, King David is the king of Israel, he was called by God Himself to be “a man after His own heart”.  What 
does that mean, “a man after My own heart”, One of the Hebrew idioms for “a man after my heart” is often said 
“on whom my heart rests”.  I like that, as God speaks to concerning us, “my heart rests upon him”, and to which I 
say “my heart rests upon Him”.  David’s heart always rested upon the Lord, and the Lord’s heart always rested 
upon David.  Do you see yourself in that statement?  I hope you do, and you should.  Yes we may fail, yes we may 
be imperfect, but it doesn’t take away that our heart rests upon the Lord, and His heart rests upon us.  Oh what a 
beautiful saying - on whom my heart rests.  Oh how God loves you! 

 
David, his heart resting upon the Lord’s and the Lord’s heart upon him wants to build a house for God to 
dwell in, there in Jerusalem, he wants the Lord to dwell (tabernacle) among him and his people as close 
as physically and geographically possible, there where David lives, there in Jerusalem. 
 
As you may remember the story, God says to David, I have something better David, I am going to build 
you a house, a throne forever, and how it will be a throne forever is that through your seed (your 
lineage) will come the Messiah, the Savior of the world. 
2 Samuel 7:12–13 (NKJV) 12 “When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, I will set up your seed after you, who will come from 
your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.  

 
This is where it begins, Christmas that we celebrate (3,000 years ago when this was spoken), here in this 
verse is where it begins.  Maybe better said, how it will begin……. Through the birth of a baby, through 
the direct lineage of David. 
 
David when he Heard – Went and Sat before the Lord 
David, when he had heard these words, we are told went in and sat before the Lord, and said O’God, 
whom am I?  And so today as we have a time setting our Christmas eve, our Christmas day celebration, I 
would like to bring you to the same place, that today “we sit before the Lord”, and just marvel, and 
respond, at “unto us a child was born, unto us a son was given”.  My favorite place in the world, is in the 
quiet place, when not creature is stirring not even a mouse, and with dim lights, hot coffee, open Bible, I 
simply sit before the Lord, and slow down long enough to behold Him, to look upon Him, to adore Him, 
to marvel at Him, and glorying in God the most high.   
2 Samuel 7:18 (NKJV) 18 Then King David went in and sat before the LORD; and he said: “Who am I, O Lord GOD? And what is my house, that You 
have brought me this far?  
 
Isaiah 9:6 (NKJV) 6 For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called 
Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

 
3 Christmas Cards 
Our specific subject today is Jesus Christ, our locations of travel today are Bethlehem, Jerusalem, and Nazareth.  If 
you were to look at the Christmas Cards you receive, religious ones, I bet you will find these three passages 
somewhere through you pile, and most likely you will find them more than once.  The ones I am talking about are 
the three out of the Book of Isaiah (Isaiah 7:14, Isaiah 9:6-7, and Isaiah 11:1-2).  They are all prophetic passages 
that speak of the Messiah, that all build off of this promise given to David here, and prove out conclusively who 
this promised Seed will be. 
 
 
 



Isaiah 7:14 (NKJV) 14 Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a 
Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.  
 Scripture Cross Reference 
Micah 5:2 (NKJV) 2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Though you are little among the thousands of Judah, Yet out of you shall come forth to Me 

The One to be Ruler in Israel, Whose goings forth are from of old, From everlasting.”  
 
Isaiah 9:6–7 (NKJV) 6 For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His 
shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of 
the increase of His government and peace There will be no end, Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, 
To order it and establish it with judgment and justice From that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the LORD of 
hosts will perform this.  

Scripture Cross Reference 
2 Chronicles 6:6 (NKJV) 6 Yet I have chosen Jerusalem, that My name may be there, and I have chosen David to be over My people Israel.’  

 
Isaiah 11:1–2 (NKJV) 1 There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse, And a Branch shall grow out of his 
roots. 2 The Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon Him, The Spirit of wisdom and understanding, The Spirit of counsel 
and might, The Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD.  

Scripture Cross Reference 
Matthew 2:23 (NKJV) 23 And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets, “He shall 
be called a Nazarene.”  

*Note: Nazarene, refers to someone whose hometown was Nazareth, and Nazareth means (branch, shoot, sprout) – so here we 
have Jesus through the lineage of David, a branch (shoot) of David, living in a town that means (branch, shoot). 

 
Triangulation 
Isaiah 7 speaks of Bethlehem where the Babe was born, Isaiah 9 speaks of Jerusalem where He will die, and Isaiah 
11 speaks of Nazareth where He will live.  In forensic science, when determine the location of a subject, conclusive 
evidence can only be produced through “triangulation”, that means having 3 points location.  For example, their 
cell phone pinged off these 3 cell phone towers, therefore we know the subject was somewhere within this 
triangle at this certain time.  And so we have our subject of Christmas, Jesus Christ, found within these three points 
at birth, in life, and in death. 
 
Title  
The title of today’s message is: 
 The Babe, The Lamb, and the Lion 
Taken from these three passages here in Isaiah. 
 

1 – Isaiah 7 (The Child is Born) 
 
The Babe Comes – The Joyful Entry  
Isaiah 7:14 (NKJV) 14 Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a 
Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.  
 Scripture Cross Reference 
Micah 5:2 (NKJV) 2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Though you are little among the thousands of Judah, Yet out of you shall come forth to Me 

The One to be Ruler in Israel, Whose goings forth are from of old, From everlasting.”  
 
Luke 2, tell us the story of the Babe coming.  Let’s just read it and soak in it,  
Luke 2:1–7 (NKJV) 1 And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the 
world should be registered. 2 This census first took place while Quirinius was governing Syria. 3 So all went to be 
registered, everyone to his own city. 4 Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to 
the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered 
with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child. 6 So it was, that while they were there, the days were 
completed for her to be delivered. 7 And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling 
cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.  
 



 
 
Luke 2:8–14 (NKJV) 8 Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. 9 And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were greatly afraid. 10 Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy which will be to all people. 11 For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who 
is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a 
manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying: 14 
“Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!”  
 
Oh what a joyful and wonderful entry into the world.  2,000 years later we and most of the world set this time of 
the year to celebrate it and remember it.  It is a wonderful and joyful time again and again. 
 
Celebration Entry 33 Years Later  
The Babe had a most wonderful and celebratory entry into the world.  We sing some of the most glorious 
Christmas songs, and I am thinking “Joy to the World” – the Lord has come, let earth receive her King, let every 
heart prepare Him room, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and heaven and 
nature sing.   And He will have a like celebration 33 years later, more than a few shepherds, more than a few 
angels, but estimates at the time of the Jewish Feast called Passover were upwards of 2.5 million people.  Imagine 
this multitude as they shout and cry out ……Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord, Hosanna in the 
highest.  I would have no problem singing Christmas Carols at Easter, especially “Joy to the World”. 
 
Matthew 21:7–9 (NKJV) 7 They brought the donkey and the colt, laid their clothes on them, and set Him on them. 8 
And a very great multitude spread their clothes on the road; others cut down branches from the trees and spread 
them on the road. 9 Then the multitudes who went before and those who followed cried out, saying: “Hosanna to 
the Son of David! ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!’ Hosanna in the highest!”  
 

2 – Isaiah 9 (A Son is Given) 
 
A Child is Born – A Son is Given 
And through those joyful entries we see a Child is born, and a Son is given. Children are born every day, but never 
of the miraculous virgin birth, as this child comes supernaturally through the natural.  I  think so often we miss the 
supernatural work of God in our lives because we miss the supernatural in the natural.  A child is born, like millions 
upon millions that year, and every year for the 2,000 years since.  But once, and only once, was a “Son Given”. 
 
Isaiah 9:6–7 (NKJV) 6 For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His 
shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of 
the increase of His government and peace There will be no end, Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, 
To order it and establish it with judgment and justice From that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the LORD of 
hosts will perform this.  

Scripture Cross Reference  

2 Chronicles 6:6 (NKJV) 6 Yet I have chosen Jerusalem, that My name may be there, and I have chosen David to be over My people Israel.’  

 
Luke 2, tell us the story of the Child that was born, and the Son that was given.  The Shepherds come to Bethlehem 
and see, Christ the Son that was given.  Let’s just read it and soak in it,  
Luke 2:15–20 (NKJV) 15 So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, that the shepherds said 
to one another, “Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass, which the Lord has made 
known to us.” 16 And they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger. 17 Now 
when they had seen Him, they made widely known the saying which was told them concerning this Child. 18 And all 
those who heard it marveled at those things which were told them by the shepherds. 19 But Mary kept all these 
things and pondered them in her heart. 20 Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the 
things that they had heard and seen, as it was told them.  
 



 
Bethlehem / Known Bread & Sheep / Migdal Edar. 
I can’t tell the Christmas story, the birth of Christ in Bethlehem without speaking about Migdal Edar, as it totally 
blows me away; Bethlehem was known for bread, wheat and barley, but you know what else it was known for?  
Sheep!  There is a little golden nugget in the Mishnah (which is the rabbinical teaching on the OT), and they say 
that just on the northern end of Bethlehem, at a place called “Migdal Edar” (which is mentioned in 2 places in the 
OT (Micah and Genesis).  Migdal Edar means the “the tower of the flock”, and it was a tower to not only watch 
over the flock, but to protect the flocks from bandits and predators.  For you see, these weren’t just ordinary 
sheep, these sheep were destined for a purpose (mind you Bethlehem is only 5 miles from Jerusalem, and the 
tower at Migdal Edar is only about 2.5 miles from Jerusalem.  Migdal Edar (Bethlehem) according to the ancient 
rabbis was the place that the Passover Lambs that would be sacrificed at the Temple would be delivered and 
raised.  Female Sheep (ewes) who were pregnant were brought to Migdal Edar, and when they delivered, the 
shepherds would receive them, give special attention to them to ensure that they would remain perfect (spotless 
without blemish).  The rabbis it is said even trained the shepherds on how to raise these Lambs, for they were 
destined to become Passover sacrifices at the Temple.  Any lambs that were not perfect at birth were cast out of 
fields.   
Genesis 35:21 ( NKJV ) 21Then Israel journeyed and pitched his tent beyond the tower of Eder.  
 
Micah 4:8 ( NKJV ) 8 And you, O tower of the flock,    The stronghold of the daughter of Zion,    To you shall it come,    Even the former dominion 
shall come,    The kingdom of the daughter of Jerusalem.” 
 
Luke 2:8 ( NKJV ) 8Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.  

 
Lean Into the Sacrifice (the lamb at the Temple) 
Those Passover lambs were brought to the Temple, and the person who has sinned against the holy God, who has 
broken His Holy law, was to put their hand on the head of that sacrifice, and it was a picture of transferring his/her 
guilt unto the sacrifice.  But that word for “put” is more than just a casual laying of the hand upon the head.  The 
word was continually used throughout the Scriptures to mean to “lean into, to support oneself, to brace oneself 
against, to hold up”.  The person was to lean so hard against the animal, that if the animal moved they would fall 
over.   
Leviticus 1:1–4 (NKJV) 1 Now the LORD called to Moses, and spoke to him from the tabernacle of meeting, saying, 2 “Speak to the children of 
Israel, and say to them: ‘When any one of you brings an offering to the LORD, you shall bring your offering of the livestock—of the herd and of 
the flock. 3 ‘If his offering is a burnt sacrifice of the herd, let him offer a male without blemish; he shall offer it of his own free will at the door of 
the tabernacle of meeting before the LORD. 4 Then he shall put his hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it will be accepted on his behalf to 
make atonement for him.  

 
30 years Later – Behold the Lamb 
And thirty years later John the Baptist the forerunner of the Son who was Given, John the Baptist who was given 
the awesome ministry to tell the world, prepare the way of the Lord …… would point to the Child, that has become 
the man, and say…… Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Matthew 3:1–3 (NKJV) 1 In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2 and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand!” 3 For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, saying: “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way 
of the LORD; Make His paths straight.’ ”  
 
John 1:29 (NKJV) 29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!  

 
The Spotless Lamb 
He would be the spotless Lamb, just like the lambs that were raised in Bethlehem for the Passover sacrifice; Pilate 
the Governor of the land, after the scourging and examining of Jesus on the night that He was betrayed, said “I find 
no fault in him”. 
John 18:38 (NKJV) 38 Pilate said to Him, “What is truth?” And when he had said this, he went out again to the Jews, and said to them, “I find no 
fault in Him at all.”  

 
 
 
 



Some Here Today 
There are some of you here today who you totally believe that Jesus died for your sins, and you believe your sin in 
general have been forgiven and He is the only way to heaven.  BUT, you haven’t fully leaned into Him, you believe 
salvation for and in eternity, but not forgiveness for today, not forgiveness for that “thing” whether long ago, or 
lately.  More than a Child was born, but a Son was given, for you to fully and totally lean-into, brace that “thing” 
upon Him, and leave it there.  He can handle it, He can bear it, He can take it, so you can leave it! 
 
Give yourself that gift today, this Christmas.  He has forgiven me it! 
 
Maybe Can’t Forgive 
And maybe you are carrying unforgiveness against someone.  Man how heavy that burden is.  Lean into Him, lay it 
on Him, let Him take it, so you can leave it.  Go live life this Christmas.  Be Free. 
 
The Child – Became a Man – Became the Lamb 
Isaiah 9:6–7 (NKJV) 6 For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; 
 
Mark 15:37–39 (NKJV) 37 And Jesus cried out with a loud voice, and breathed His last. 38 Then the veil of the temple 
was torn in two from top to bottom. 39 So when the centurion, who stood opposite Him, saw that He cried out like 
this and breathed His last, he said, “Truly this Man was the Son of God!”  
 
John 3:16 (NKJV) 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have everlasting life.  
 
And the child that was born, grew to become a man, destined to be the Lamb, the “Son that was Given”. 
 
Christmas Eve Communion 
Isaiah 9:6–7 (NKJV) 6 For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; 
 
1 Corinthians 11:23–26 (NKJV) 23 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that the Lord 
Jesus on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
said, “Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 25 In the same manner He 
also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of Me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till 
He comes.  
 
As we take communion together, this Christmas Eve day, I don’t want to causally place my hand upon the head of 
the Lamb of God, I want to lean in upon Him, I want to place my whole support upon Him, I want to lean so hard 
upon Him, that He holds me up. 
 
A Son that was “given” to me personally, that I can lean all my sin, all my guilt, all my shame upon Him, given for 
me to do just that, that this Bread and Cup I hold is my cup of victory and forgiveness, the cup of new life, the old 
life fully put upon Him, and today as I look at the Child that was born, I am reminded of the Son that was given.  It 
is a Merry (joyful and celebratory) Christmas indeed. 
 
Gospel Invitation 
Triangulation 
We opened with the triangulation, the three-point location to narrow in on the subject.  That same triangulation is 
used in search-and-rescue, especially at sea, it narrows the search down of the big ocean to a specific area.  Jesus 
is always on a search-and-rescue mission.  It is why he came, to seek and save the lost. 
Luke 19:9–10 (NKJV) 9 And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he also is a son of Abraham; 10 for the Son of 
Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.”  

 
 



Jesus Born to Die / If You Were to Die Tonight 
Jesus Christ was the only person in the history of mankind who was born to die, as He would die as the sacrificial 
Lamb of God who would take away the sins of a man/woman, whoever would be willing to lay their hand, to lean 
totally upon Him for the forgiveness of their sin.  If you were to die tonight, would you be sure that you would go 
to heaven and see God face-to-face?  If you are not sure, then today lean (fully support yourself) upon Him for the 
forgiveness of your sin.  And how will you know that what you did was true, your heart will follow, as you will turn 
and follow Him.  Your words will be followed by a life that follows Him. 
John 10:27–30 (NKJV) 27 My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. 28 And I give them eternal life, and they shall never 
perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to 
snatch them out of My Father’s hand. 30 I and My Father are one.”  

 
Let’s partake of the Communion Elements 
 

3 – Isaiah 9 (the Government Upon His Shoulders) 
 
As I had said, the title of my message is: 

The Babe, The Lamb, and the Lion 
 
Isaiah 9:6–7 (NKJV) 6 For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His 
shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of 
the increase of His government and peace There will be no end, Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, 
To order it and establish it with judgment and justice From that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the LORD of 
hosts will perform this.  

Scripture Cross Reference  

2 Chronicles 6:6 (NKJV) 6 Yet I have chosen Jerusalem, that My name may be there, and I have chosen David to be over My people Israel.’  

 
A Throne Forever – The Throne in Jerusalem 
King David’s throne was there in Jerusalem, and he was promised a throne forever through his seed, and Jesus will 
return to this earth and establish His throne there in Jerusalem just as was declared to David.  Just as the triumphal 
birth, just as the triumphal entry, so too again when Jesus returns to establish His Kingdom Forever (Rev 21). 
2 Samuel 7:12–13 (NKJV) 12 “When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, I will set up your seed after you, who will come from 
your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.  
 
Revelation 21:1–4 (NKJV) 1 Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there was 
no more sea. 2 Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall 
be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God. 4 And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more 
death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.”  

 
Christmas more than Story of Babe – Son Given – But Mighty God 
Christmas isn’t just the story the Babe born in Bethlehem, not is Easter just the story of the Son that was given, 
those are only part of the story, for the full story is that we have a “Mighty God”, who rules and reigns the world.  
He is the Lion of the Tribe of Judah! 
Revelation 5:4–7 (NKJV) 4 So I wept much, because no one was found worthy to open and read the scroll, or to look at it. 5 But one of the elders 
said to me, “Do not weep. Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has prevailed to open the scroll and to loose its seven seals.” 
6 And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as though it 
had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 7 Then He came and took the 
scroll out of the right hand of Him who sat on the throne.  

 
The Child – The Son / We have a God who Can Carry Government upon His Shoulder / Power of Resurrection 
We celebrate today the gift of the Child that was born, the love of the Son (Lamb) that was given………… but I want 
to leave you with this also, we have a God who can carry the “government upon His shoulder”.  He can do that 
because he did more than be born, be given, but He is risen! 
Matthew 28:1–8 (NKJV) 1 Now after the Sabbath, as the first day of the week began to dawn, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to see 
the tomb. 2 And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone 
from the door, and sat on it. 3 His countenance was like lightning, and his clothing as white as snow. 4 And the guards shook for fear of him, and 
became like dead men. 5 But the angel answered and said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 6 



He is not here; for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. 7 And go quickly and tell His disciples that He is risen from the 
dead, and indeed He is going before you into Galilee; there you will see Him. Behold, I have told you.” 8 So they went out quickly from the tomb 
with fear and great joy, and ran to bring His disciples word.  
 
Ephesians 1:18–21 (NKJV) 18 the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the 
riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the 
working of His mighty power 20 which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly 
places, 21 far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which 
is to come.  

 
I Can See His Kingdom Even Now 
Someday I/we will see that kingdom literally and visibly before our very eyes on the soil of Jerusalem.  But I see the 
kingdom of God now, I see the government upon His shoulders right now, when: 

• When I see Christian marriages being healed, Christian marriages staying strong, Christian marriages 
growing, Christian marriages loving each other, dying to themselves…….I see two people who are being 
governed by God. 

• When I see people walking away from bondages, addictions, lust of the flesh, all because they want to 
please the King…… I see a person who is being governed by God. 

• When I see people give up their free time, so they can serve the Kings people….. I see a person who is 
being governed by God. 

• When I see people give up lucrative careers so they can serve the King and the people of his Kingdom ….. I 
see a person who is being governed by God. 

• When I see a family, a person, leave all the comforts of America to go be missionaries to a people who 
have never heard nor been taught about the (Babe and the Lamb and the Lion)…... I see a person/family 
who is being governed by God. 

• When I see youth swimming against the tide of the world, simply because they desire to please the king 
….. I see a person who is being governed by God. 

• When I see a people eagerly learning the bible, joyfully and worshipfully praising Him…. I see a person 
who is being governed by God. 

• When I see a church teaching the whole word of God uncompromising it…… I see a church governed by 
God. 

• I can see the government of God today! 
 
What do You Need? / Not Under a Tree – But He who was Nailed to the Tree 
What do you need this Christmas, beyond what is put under a tree, but by He whom was nailed to the tree, for you 
and for me?  The “Branch” of Jesse, He who lived in Nazareth, offers you because He is, thus He can give to you, 
wisdom, understanding, counsel, might, knowledge, and the fear (awe and wonder) of the Lord!  The One who will 
rule and reign from Jerusalem, whose Kingdom has no end, that no man, government, of program can overcome, 
offers you today to be your counselor, to be wonderful to you, to be your father forever, to be and bring you 
peace, because He is the MIGHTY GOD! 
Isaiah 11:1–2 (NKJV) 1 There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse, And a Branch shall grow out of his roots. 2 The Spirit of the LORD 
shall rest upon Him, The Spirit of wisdom and understanding, The Spirit of counsel and might, The Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the 
LORD.  
 
Isaiah 9:6–7 (NKJV) 6 For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be 
called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of His government and peace There will be no 
end, Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, To order it and establish it with judgment and justice From that time forward, even 
forever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.  

 
Lean Into Him This Christmas – This New Year 
And you can “lean” into Him, put your full weight, press totally upon Him, brace yourself upon Him, and I will 
guarantee you, just like at the Cross, He can take all you press upon Him, and He will not move, you can fully lean 
everything of your life into Him today, and into the New Year and the days to come. 
 
Same Babe – is Same Man – Who is the Lamb – Who is the Mighty Lion – the Mighty God! 
That same Babe, is the same Man, who is the Lamb, who is the Lion!  The Mighty God! 



 
David Went And Sat Before the Lord 
And David went and sat before the Lord after he heard all these wonderful things and promises of God. 
2 Samuel 7:18 (NKJV) 18 Then King David went in and sat before the LORD; and he said: “Who am I, O Lord GOD? And what is my house, that You 

have brought me this far?  

 

Conclusion 
The Word of God is Living & Powerful 
The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives. 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

 
In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  

• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
 
Boldly Come to Throne of Grace 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might work in 
you, and through you. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
End of Study 

  



2 Samuel 8 
2 Samuel 8:1-18 
 
The Word of God is Living & Powerful 
The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives. 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

 
In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  

• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
 
Boldly Come to Throne of Grace 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might work in 
you, and through you. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
Last Study / Recap 
In our last study (chapter 7) we opened the chapter with David being at rest from his enemies (v1), and we closed 
with verses 28-29 of David giving God praise and worship for the promise(s) that He has made to David, and that is 
that He was going to make a great name for David, and that through David’s lineage would come the Messiah who 
would redeem man of his sin. 
2 Samuel 7:1 (NKJV) 1 Now it came to pass when the king was dwelling in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from all his enemies all 
around,  
 
2 Samuel 7:28–29 (NKJV) 28 “And now, O Lord GOD, You are God, and Your words are true, and You have promised this goodness to Your servant. 
29 Now therefore, let it please You to bless the house of Your servant, that it may continue before You forever; for You, O Lord GOD, have spoken 
it, and with Your blessing let the house of Your servant be blessed forever.”  

 
Outline 2 Samuel 8:1-18: 

• David Attacks & Defeats the Philistines (8:1) 

• David Attacks & Defeat the Moabites (8:2) 

• David Attacks & Defeat the Syrians (8:3-6) 

• David Amasses Wealth and Fame (8:7-14) 

• David’s Administration & Cabinet Members (8:15-18) 
 
David Attacks & Defeats the Philistines (8:1) 
2 Samuel 8:1 After this it came to pass that David attacked the Philistines and subdued them. And David took 
Metheg Ammah from the hand of the Philistines.  
 
The Mother City / David is Going on the Attack 
Metheg-ammah, or “the bridle of the mother city”—the chief city of the Philistines—most likely refers to the city 
of Gath because 1 Chronicles recording of this event calls it Gath.  David is going on the attack, he is going after the 
stronghold, the mother city.  He isn’t just holding ground, he is taking ground!  I pray you will be stirred by faith in 
God, to move from giving ground up to the enemy, to holding your ground, and from holding ground to taking 
ground……… all for one reason…… to honor and glorify your Father in heaven1 
 1 Chronicles 18:1 (NKJV) 1 After this it came to pass that David attacked the Philistines, subdued them, and took Gath and its towns from the 
hand of the Philistines.  

 
 
 



God Can Redeem Anything – Even Backsliding (Acting Like Madman – Living in Ziklag) 
And if you have given ground, see this first point……. God can redeem anything. He can use anything in our lives, 
including our failures, including our most embarrassing moments, including our back sliding. Oh, they're not 
pleasant and we don't want to be there and any of those things, the embarrassing things that we did or the back 
slid state that we were in but, God will still use them if we allow him. My case and point, David knows Gath inside 
and out because he was outside and now here, he's coming from the outside to attack it and where did he learn all 
the ins and outs of Gaff, when he went down and acted like a madman, spit running down his beard. How 
embarrassing for the future king. 
1 Samuel 21:12–15 (NKJV) 12 Now David took these words to heart, and was very much afraid of Achish the king of Gath. 13 So he changed his 
behavior before them, pretended madness in their hands, scratched on the doors of the gate, and let his saliva fall down on his beard. 14 Then 
Achish said to his servants, “Look, you see the man is insane. Why have you brought him to me? 15 Have I need of madmen, that you have 
brought this fellow to play the madman in my presence? Shall this fellow come into my house?”  
 
1 Samuel 27:6–7 (NKJV) 6 So Achish gave him Ziklag that day. Therefore Ziklag has belonged to the kings of Judah to this day. 7 Now the time 
that David dwelt in the country of the Philistines was one full year and four months.  

 
How did he learn the ins and outs of Gaff, in a back slid state when he was in Ziglag and he would have to come 
and bring his tribute, no doubt, to the king of Gaff because he would come and he would have time with the king 
of Gaff. This is how David takes a walled city because he knew it inside and out because he had been on the 
outside and on the inside. 
 
You know what beloved ones? You can sit there and you can just take the defeat and wallow in it, the 
embarrassment and say, "Let's not talk about it," or you can say, "You know what Lord? You could use even that in 
my life." I'm going to yield it to you. Use it. Use it in a mighty way. I don't know how, I don't know when and I don't 
know where but right now, today, I want to say, "Those things weren't things that I'm going to pretend didn't 
happen. They did and now I want to redeem them Lord and I don't want to be just something that defeated me. 
Now I want to overcome it and crush it beneath it and use what was once an embarrassment to me, use it for your 
glory and a redeem of my name and my reputation." 
 
Abrahamic Promise 
David is expanding the kingdom to the land that was promised as an inheritance to the children of Israel through 
Abraham (remember our study last week on those covenants Abrahamic Covenant and Palestinian Covenant): 
Genesis 15:18–21 (NKJV) 18 On the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying: “To your descendants I have given this land, from 
the river of Egypt to the great river, the River Euphrates—19 the Kenites, the Kenezzites, the Kadmonites, 20 the Hittites, the Perizzites, the 
Rephaim, 21 the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites, and the Jebusites.”  

 
Some Say this Happened Before Chapter 5 / No – We Will Never Rest From War 
Many bible teachers and commentators will say this passage is just filling in information, that it is not in 
chronological order, and that what we are reading actually took place before chapters 6 and 7.  They say that 
because chapter 7 says that David rested from all his enemies and therefore this had to happen before 7 not after.  
I believe they base that on their doctrine and theology.  They actually believe there is a time on this side of eternity 
that man rests from war, to which is absolutely incorrect.  That is not how it works.  Yes we will have seasons of 
rest, but they are merely seasons between wars.  Our enemy (the Devil) never gives up, never rests, and always 
regroups to come and attack again even after getting whipped.  We saw that back in chapter 5 where David 
defeated the Philistines, and then they regrouped and came back for more.  That is the picture of how the battle 
goes for us in our lives, as these stories we read are not just historical, but for spiritual application and examples 
for us (Romans 15:4 says) 
2 Samuel 7:1 (NKJV) 1 Now it came to pass when the king was dwelling in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from all his enemies all 
around,  
 
1 Peter 5:8–9 (NKJV) 8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. 9 
Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world.  
 
2 Samuel 5:19–25 (NKJV) 19 So David inquired of the LORD, saying, “Shall I go up against the Philistines? Will You deliver them into my hand?” 
And the LORD said to David, “Go up, for I will doubtless deliver the Philistines into your hand.” 20 So David went to Baal Perazim, and David 
defeated them there; and he said, “The LORD has broken through my enemies before me, like a breakthrough of water.” Therefore he called the 
name of that place Baal Perazim. 21 And they left their images there, and David and his men carried them away. 22 Then the Philistines went up 



once again and deployed themselves in the Valley of Rephaim. 23 Therefore David inquired of the LORD, and He said, “You shall not go up; circle 
around behind them, and come upon them in front of the mulberry trees. 24 And it shall be, when you hear the sound of marching in the tops of 
the mulberry trees, then you shall advance quickly. For then the LORD will go out before you to strike the camp of the Philistines.” 25 And David 
did so, as the LORD commanded him; and he drove back the Philistines from Geba as far as Gezer.  
 
Romans 15:4 (NKJV) 4 For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the 
Scriptures might have hope.  
 

2 Fights 
Christians will (and should) be fighting in two wars: 

• Defensive – battling the attacks in and against us 

• Offensive – expanding our territory out 
 
David is Driving Back Philistines – Putting Distance Between Them 
I love it, David is driving back the Philistines. He's not just defeated the attack, now he's pushing back. It's great to 
have a victory over this or that. It is great. But after a victory there's a time, then, to start driving back. Put distance 
between that thing. I need to drive it back. Put distance so it can't come and hurt and harm me, and that may be 
places that you go, things that you do, or it might even be people that you allow into your life, that you have to 
drive back. 
 
We Should Always Be Expanding our Territory 
We should always be expanding.  Never just settling for “good enough”.  God offers us all the abundant Christian 
life.  I pray the Lord stirs you today, I pray last week something started in you, I pray you have been praying or will 
start today saying Lord good enough isn’t good enough, like Apostle Paul I want more, I want to reach for the high 
calling, like Peter if that is You Lord bid me to come to You, like Moses Lord show me Your GLORY!  Good enough 
isn’t enough, I want more!  God loves prayer requests such as this. 
John 10:10 (NKJV) 10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may 
have it more abundantly.  
 
Philippians 3:12–16 (NKJV) 12 Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which 
Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. 13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which 
are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, 14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ 
Jesus. 15 Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have this mind; and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal even this to you. 16 
Nevertheless, to the degree that we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us be of the same mind.  
 
Matthew 14:28–32 (NKJV) 28 And Peter answered Him and said, “Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You on the water.” 29 So He said, 
“Come.” And when Peter had come down out of the boat, he walked on the water to go to Jesus. 30 But when he saw that the wind was 
boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink he cried out, saying, “Lord, save me!” 31 And immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and 
caught him, and said to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased.  

 
Exodus 33:15–18 (NKJV) 15 Then he said to Him, “If Your Presence does not go with us, do not bring us up from here. 16 For how then will it be 
known that Your people and I have found grace in Your sight, except You go with us? So we shall be separate, Your people and I, from all the 
people who are upon the face of the earth.” 17 So the LORD said to Moses, “I will also do this thing that you have spoken; for you have found 
grace in My sight, and I know you by name.” 18 And he said, “Please, show me Your glory.”  

 
2 Fights 
Christians will (and should) be fighting in two wars: 

• Defensive – battling the attacks against us 

• Offensive – expanding our territory 
 
Knowledge of the Word 
Just side note - We should always be expanding our knowledge of the word. We should always be looking at this 
word as living and powerful, breathing, the very breath of God. And if you're a person that thinks that you read it 
once and you're done, then you are robbing yourself, cause God continually speaks, and continually tells us things 
from his heart, and continually tells us things about our heart. The word of God is the very voice of God, the very 
presence of God, the very heart of God. I would encourage you, don't wait till New Year's to start your reading 
plan, start it now. Let's plan on reading through the Bible in a year. 



 
Prayer of Jabez 
Again, the prayer of Jabez, what a great prayer to be praying for a season in your life. 
1 Chronicles 4:10 (NKJV) 10 And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, “Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and enlarge my territory, that 

Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, that I may not cause pain!” So God granted him what he requested.  

 
David Subdues – Then Goes on Attack / Remember – King of Gath was Good to David 
So David subdues the Philistines then he goes on the attack against the Philistines. So it's worth considering this 
exchange between David and the Philistines because one of the five kings of the Philistines absolutely loves David. 
It even seemed that there was a friendship between them in a sense, at least an admiration that the king had for 
David. We know the other four kings of the Philistines, they did not trust David at all. They wouldn't let him join 
their battle against Saul, but more so against the nation of Israel.  
 
Friends Until David becomes King 
But as we saw where David becomes king, that's when the Philistines won't stand for it at all. So the Philistines, 
they mount an attack upon David when he becomes king and unites all 12 tribes. Again, I say, Christian, you could 
be sure that the enemy will come when you fully unite yourself with the Lord. 
 
Living in Ziklag (Backslidden) You are no Threat 
See, when you're living in the world, aka Ziklag, the world finds you no threat. They really don't even take you 
serious about your profession of faith because you're living amongst them and you're doing the things that they do 
and that's what David would tell the king. His actions were exactly in agreement with the Philistines' actions of 
slaughtering and raiding and pillaging other cities, not calling upon God to provide in an honorable way. So you can 
be sure when you're in the world, the world will never take you serious.  

• When you're at the bar telling people about Jesus, they're not gonna take you serious.  

• When you're living with that person and you try to tell people about Jesus, they're not gonna take you 
serious.  

• Even when you're chasing the things of the world, going after everything that they'd go after, materialism 
and wealth, all those things, pouring yourself into those things and God's a conversation, not a lifestyle, 
they're just not gonna take you serious. 

 
Catch On-Fire (here they Come) / You will Have to Make Decisions Where You Stand With Them 
But when you get on fire for Jesus and when you start following the Lord and instituting the things of the Lord into 
your life, obeying His word, living out His word, being faithful to His word and all these things, then those very 
same people who you may have once been friends with, they will have to decide where they stand with you. 
Usually, they're gonna turn against you just like these Philistines have. So they turn against David and come against 
David. Two times, David whips them back to back and now in our passage here, David's expanding the territory. 
He's not just defending against them. He is going on the aggressive attack against them, driving them back further 
away from his land  

• so that they can't have an influence on his people with their foreign gods 

• so they can't come in and swoop and raid and pillage, rape and plunder as he knows in their hearts.  
So David drives them back as he expands his territory. He puts distance between them. 
Genesis 15:18–21 (NKJV) 18 On the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying: “To your descendants I have given this land, from 
the river of Egypt to the great river, the River Euphrates—19 the Kenites, the Kenezzites, the Kadmonites, 20 the Hittites, the Perizzites, the 
Rephaim, 21 the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites, and the Jebusites.”  

 
Satan – Flesh- World (You Going to Preach Now) 
And Christian, Satan, your flesh, the world, wants to say to you – woe, woe, where did this come from.  You a Jesus 
freak now?  I remember when you professed Christ and were living like the Devil and now you want to come and 
preach to me?  Yeah!   
 
 
 



David Attacks & Defeat the Moabites (8:2) 
2 Samuel 8:2 Then he defeated Moab. Forcing them down to the ground, he measured them off with a line. With 
two lines he measured off those to be put to death, and with one full line those to be kept alive. So the 
Moabites became David’s servants, and brought tribute.  
 
Abrahamic Promise 
David is expanding the kingdom to the land that was promised as an inheritance to the children of Israel through 
Abraham (remember our study last week on those covenants Abrahamic Covenant and Palestinian Covenant).  The 
land area the God promised the descendants of Abraham (Genesis 15:18) was from the river in Egypt (probably 
Nile river, possibly Wadi el Arish river in Egypt) all the way to the Euphrates (that is all the way to Iraq).  Take a look 
at a map and that is about 300,000 square miles.   
Genesis 15:18–21 (NKJV) 18 On the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying: “To your descendants I have given this land, from 
the river of Egypt to the great river, the River Euphrates—19 the Kenites, the Kenezzites, the Kadmonites, 20 the Hittites, the Perizzites, the 
Rephaim, 21 the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites, and the Jebusites.”  

 
Moab began in a Cave 
Moab was a nation that was started through the incestuous relationship between Lot and his daughters after 
Sodom and Gomorrah.  Man-made schemes cannot just be major problems for the then and now, but go on in 
families for years and generations afterward. 
Genesis 19:36–38 (NKJV) 36 Thus both the daughters of Lot were with child by their father. 37 The firstborn bore a son and called his name Moab; 
he is the father of the Moabites to this day. 38 And the younger, she also bore a son and called his name Ben-Ammi; he is the father of the people 
of Ammon to this day.  
 

David 3rd Generation Moabite Blood 
David is third generation Moab blood through his great-grandparents Ruth and Boaz: 
Ruth 4:13–22 (NKJV) 13 So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife; and when he went in to her, the LORD gave her conception, and she bore a 
son. 14 Then the women said to Naomi, “Blessed be the LORD, who has not left you this day without a close relative; and may his name be famous 
in Israel! 15 And may he be to you a restorer of life and a nourisher of your old age; for your daughter-in-law, who loves you, who is better to you 
than seven sons, has borne him.” 16 Then Naomi took the child and laid him on her bosom, and became a nurse to him. 17 Also the neighbor 
women gave him a name, saying, “There is a son born to Naomi.” And they called his name Obed. He is the father of Jesse, the father of David. 18 
Now this is the genealogy of Perez: Perez begot Hezron; 19 Hezron begot Ram, and Ram begot Amminadab; 20 Amminadab begot Nahshon, and 
Nahshon begot Salmon; 21 Salmon begot Boaz, and Boaz begot Obed; 22 Obed begot Jesse, and Jesse begot David.  

 
What was the Line: 
We are not exactly sure how this line was measured.  It could mean those over a certain height were killed, those 
under a certain height was spared (which would indicate a dividing by youth and adult.  Or it could have meant 
that David made 3 lines, and 2 of the 3 lines were killed.  David did not want to kill all the nation, because he 
desired a nation to remain that would continue to produce tribute for him.  I do not see the command to destroy 
Moab as part of the command given in Mosaic law, as only the dwellers in Canaan were to be utterly destroyed if 
they would not leave the land. 
 
Destroy? / 7 Nations of Canaan 
Just to stay in the right context, there were some nations that Israel were to utterly destroy (because their 
wickedness would poison and infect the nation of Israel), and others that Israel was not instructed to destroy.  So 
basically, all the nations that were inside the land on the west side of the Jordon were to be utterly destroyed 
(Deuteronomy 7), they others that were part of the land that was part of the Abrahamic Covenant (Genesis 15:18-
21), could exist, but let there be no mistake, the land was Israel’s.  So David taking some nations and making them 
servants to him was acceptable. 
Genesis 15:12–16 (NKJV) 12 Now when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and behold, horror and great darkness fell upon 
him. 13 Then He said to Abram: “Know certainly that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, and will serve them, and they 
will afflict them four hundred years. 14 And also the nation whom they serve I will judge; afterward they shall come out with great possessions. 15 
Now as for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried at a good old age. 16 But in the fourth generation they shall return here, 
for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.”  

 
Genesis 15:18–21 (NKJV) 18 On the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying: “To your descendants I have given this land, from 
the river of Egypt to the great river, the River Euphrates—19 the Kenites, the Kenezzites, the Kadmonites, 20 the Hittites, the Perizzites, the 
Rephaim, 21 the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites, and the Jebusites.”  



 
Deuteronomy 7:1–5 (NKJV) 1 “When the LORD your God brings you into the land which you go to possess, and has cast out many nations before 
you, the Hittites and the Girgashites and the Amorites and the Canaanites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites, seven nations 
greater and mightier than you, 2 and when the LORD your God delivers them over to you, you shall conquer them and utterly destroy them. You 
shall make no covenant with them nor show mercy to them. 3 Nor shall you make marriages with them. You shall not give your daughter to their 
son, nor take their daughter for your son. 4 For they will turn your sons away from following Me, to serve other gods; so the anger of the LORD 
will be aroused against you and destroy you suddenly. 5 But thus you shall deal with them: you shall destroy their altars, and break down their 
sacred pillars, and cut down their wooden images, and burn their carved images with fire.  
 
Deuteronomy 20:16–18 (NKJV) 16 “But of the cities of these peoples which the LORD your God gives you as an inheritance, you shall let nothing 
that breathes remain alive, 17 but you shall utterly destroy them: the Hittite and the Amorite and the Canaanite and the Perizzite and the Hivite 
and the Jebusite, just as the LORD your God has commanded you, 18 lest they teach you to do according to all their abominations which they have 
done for their gods, and you sin against the LORD your God.  

 
King of Moab was Good to David / Great-Grandmother Ruth – David has Family in Moab 
Now regarding the killing of the people of Moab.  The same would be true here with Moab and the king of Moab, 
as it was for the Philistines, and the king of Gath. As you remember, David took his mom and dad down there and 
said, "Please protect my mom and dad while I find out what the Lord may do in my life." We have no record of 
anything other than that the king of Moab did such that took the mom and dad and protected the mom and dad 
while David was on the run from Saul. Again, because David's at war against his very own king and kingdom, David 
is seeking refuge in the world, Moab, and not with the faith of trusting the Lord. So for the king of Moab, he looks 
at David just like the king of Gath would have and says, "Whatever his faith is, it's not real. He's seeking me, my 
protection, more so than the Lord's," and so these two stories, Philistines and Moab, both of these kings have been 
very good to David. When you look at it from that aspect, they took David in when he was on the run. They 
provided for David. They even protected David and when you come down to it, your heart can even be moved a bit 
and say, "They've been good to David." Then we have to ask the question and now David's gonna turn on them 
ruthlessly.  Being that his great-grandmother Ruth is from Moab, David probably has “family”, “kin” in Moab. 
1 Samuel 22:3–4 (NKJV) 3 Then David went from there to Mizpah of Moab; and he said to the king of Moab, “Please let my father and mother 
come here with you, till I know what God will do for me.” 4 So he brought them before the king of Moab, and they dwelt with him all the time 
that David was in the stronghold.  

 
Doctrine of Ray – I Don’t Want to Upset Friends 
And so I must always look at my doctrine of Ray and hold it up to the light of the doctrine and theology of God, 
because my doctrine of Ray doesn't want to upset people, and especially people who have been kind to me. 
People who have showed me kindness, have blessed me in some way. I find myself in this place of I don't want to 
offend them by sharing the gospel, which I know they don't believe. Or I don't want to offend them by separating 
from them, because the things in their life are just dangerous to me or my family. It could end up being extremely 
damaging to me or my family, and it's hard.  My doctrine of Ray is truly a doctrine of niceness. I have to put it in 
light of the doctrine and theology of God and say that is the doctrine I live by and it is the true one. It is the right 
one. It is the one that has the power of life in it, not mine. 
 
David On-Fire (Jerusalem – Ark – Tabernacle) / No Reserve-Retreats-Regrets)  
So David was wrong for bringing his parents to Moab, he was trusting in man and not the Lord.  It made sense in 
his logical thinking, as many of our decisions often do, but David was clearly trusting his intellect and not the Lord, 
and we can be as guilty of that when we make decisions.  But see David is on-fire for the Lord, he is experiencing 
the presence of the Lord (ark of God, he is fellowship in the heart of God’s sacrifice (Jerusalem), and he doesn’t 
have a temple for God but he does have a tabernacle erected in Jerusalem that he goes and sits before the Lord), 
and now he is on-fire for the Lord.  I hope that is your desire today, to be on-fire for the Lord, no reserves, no 
retreats, no regrets! 
 
Moab Belongs to My Father 
David is taking the land promised to Abraham’s descendants.  This land that the Moabites live in, the land his 
friend the king of Moab calls his, yes even some of his kin…….what is David saying to Moab, even if they are and 
were friends?  That “the land belongs to my Father”. 
 
 



You Will Pay a Price to Expand Territory 
But, the people of Moab, nor the Philistines, aren’t going to give it up.  They don’t agree that it belongs to David’s 
Father, the God of Israel, and so “the line” that gets drawn between you and your family and friends, when you 
catch on-fire for Jesus Christ.  Beloved you will pay a price with family and friends, relationships may suffer, be 
strained, or even ended as you follow the Lord with all your heart to take His promises, all of His promises, and 
expand your territory.  Today there are “lines being drawn” and they are dividing lines, and your position may 
cause you friendships: 

• Marriage is between a man and a woman only 

• Any Support of the Nation of Israel 

• The exclusiveness that Jesus is the only way for salvation 

• That the Bible is the Literal Word of God  

• In Canada, you can’t adopt or foster a child if you profess the Bible is Word of God.  Focus on the Family is 
not permitted to broadcast in Canada because their position on marriage is between man and woman 
only; Canada considers that hate speech 

• In England you cannot broadcast on the radio the exclusiveness of the salvation is one way only and that 
by Jesus Christ.  You can say it from the pulpit, but not on the radio as broadcast. 

• This year two street evangelist were arrested and convicted for preaching Jesus Christ is the only way to 
salvation.  England considers that hate speech 

 
Why Matter 
Why does that matter?  See as the world wears us down on these things, as we retreat from these things, then we 
are afraid to speak outside these walls, and the people who need to hear the life giving, Gospel saving message, 
are unreached and therefore untouched.  That is the Devil scheme – to silence your voice. 
 
Evangelicals – Fewer and Fewer Don’t believe the Great Commission 
Interestingly talking about taking territory and being on-fire for the Lord!  Fewer and fewer Bible believing 
Christians are believing in the great commission, and the responsibility to share the Gospel.  Christian, there is 
power in the continual sharing of the Gospel, because it is a continual reminder of the Good News, Christ loved me 
enough to die for me! 
Born Again Christians Continue Declining, Only Minority Believe They Must Share the Gospel: Survey 
By Stoyan Zaimov , Christian Post Reporter | Dec 1, 2017 7:45 AM 
 
The percentage of born again Christians in America continues declining, a major religious survey has found. And only a minority of the faithful 
believe they have a strong personal responsibility to share the Gospel. 
 
"Christianity in America is going through a time of substantial challenge. The Church at-large is not likely to grow in the future unless some 
fundamental changes in practice are made," said researcher George Barna, speaking about the American Culture & Faith Institute survey results 
released Tuesday. 
 
"Fewer churches emphasize and equip people for evangelism these days, and the results are obvious and undeniable. The implications of 
ignoring gospel outreach — especially among children, who are the most receptive audience to the gospel — are enormous. All the 'church 
growth' strategies in the world cannot compensate for the absence of an authentic transmission of the good news of what Jesus Christ has done 
for humanity." 
 
The results, drawn from a monthly nationwide survey this year that in total interviewed 9,273 American adults, found that just 31 percent of 
adults identify as born again, following a trend of decline since 2010. 
 
ACFI warned that the demographic data does not give hope that the trend is likely to reverse in the near future, as older generations are more 
likely to be born again. 
 
The poll noted that 33 percent of the 65+ age group category and 37 percent of the 50 to 64 group are born again, compared to 31 percent of 
those in their 30s and 40s, and only 23 percent of adults under 30. 
 
"As older Americans pass away, the population proportion of younger adults will increase, continuing to drive down the born again proportion in 
the years to come," the survey argued. 

 
"Children and teenagers are exhibiting a lower likelihood of becoming born again, too, further limiting the possibility of the growth of this 
segment." 



 
Still, the research established that youngsters are most likely to accept Jesus Christ as their savior before they finish high school, as two out of 
every three individuals who become born again do so before the age of 18. 
 
"Another 8 percent do so during the period traditionally thought of as college years (ages 18 to 21); 8 percent more do so from age 22 through 
29; and another 8 percent do so during their thirties. Only 9 percent of adults accept Christ as their savior at age 40 or later," the sruvey noted. 
 
Republicans are more likely (45 percent) to be born again, compared to Democrats (27 percent) and independent voters (26 percent). The survey 
also found that 51 percent of political conservatives met the born again criteria, compared to only 27 percent of moderates and 19 percent of 
liberals.  
 
The researchers believe that the decline in born again Christians is largely due to attitudes toward evangelism and salvation. Only 21 percent of 
adults affirm that they have a strong personal responsibility to share the Gospel with people who hold different views. Among born again Christ 
followers, 39 percent agree. 
 
"Even more disturbing is the fact that adults are about equally likely to believe that eternal salvation can be earned through personal goodness 
or good deeds (25 percent) as believe salvation cannot be earned (20 percent). Once again, the profile of born again Christians on this matter 
was different — but not by as much as might be expected given their personal commitment to and experience of grace-based salvation," they 
explained. 
 
Fifty-five percent of Protestants and only 19 percent of Catholics said that eternal salvation is based solely upon their redemption by Christ. 
 
A noteworthy shift in the last two decades, ACFI pointed out, is that 38 percent of Christians now do not identify as Protestant or Catholic, which 
was "virtually unheard of a quarter-century ago." 
 
"Today, that point of view is challenging the self-identification of 'Protestant' as the national norm. That change corresponds with the 
widespread decrease in peoples' loyalty to social institutions and to adopting traditional labels for one's views and relationships," the survey 
stated. 
 
As for the reasons behind decisions to follow Christ, 29 percent of born again Christians pointed to the influence of their parents. Church events 
influenced 20 percent of conversion decisions, and other family members or relatives influenced 16 percent of decisions to become a Christ 
follower. 
 
Barna warned in his conclusions that American parents are failing to engage their children in the faith. 
 
"If you eliminate both family and churches as evangelistic influences in a child's life, what are the chances that the child will have a positive 
exposure to the gospel? They are very slim," he said. 
 
"In fact, the research suggests that the greatest hope in such circumstances is that they will face difficult life situations that produce a deeply felt 
need for a spiritual solution, and that Jesus will be among the options they consider. We are essentially abandoning both the future of the 
Church in the U.S. and the best interests of our young people through our wholesale dismissal of evangelism and the importance of having Jesus 
in our lives." 
 
Observers, such as Chuck Lawless, dean and vice president of Graduate Studies and Ministry Centers at Southeastern Seminary in Wake Forest, 
North Carolina, have in the past suggested that Christians who don't evangelize haven't been "genuinely turning from sin to trust Christ." 
 
"Deep down, they believe there are multiple ways to God — and no one has intentionally, clearly shown them otherwise from the Scriptures," 
Lawless said in July. 

 
Stain Glassed Windows 
Here’s an interesting fact about American church history that you may not know. Years ago, when the first New 
England churches were designed, they were built with clear windows rather than the stained glass ones we see so 
often today -- and the graveyard was usually built in the churchyard, which would normally be seen from the 
pulpit. Why? 
 
It was so that the pastor could see the graveyard while he preached and be reminded of the urgency of his 
message! It was so he could be reminded that everyone who sat in the pews before him as he spoke, would 
eventually fill a place in that cemetery outside the window and ultimately have to stand before God to be judged. 
Can you imagine? 
 
Back then, the first and foremost priority of the church was to bring men and women into a right relationship with 
the Lord. What’s happened to us that we’ve started building churches with windows you can’t see through!?  



 
There is a harvest outside! Let’s uncloud our windows and give ourselves to the work that needs to be done! Let’s 
make a commitment to share the good news with someone today! 
 
Prayer Jabez 
Again, the prayer of Jabez, what a great prayer to be praying for a season in your life.  How wide of God’s territoty 
for you do you want to take?  Or how small of a Christian life you want to live in? 
1 Chronicles 4:10 (NKJV) 10 And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, “Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and enlarge my territory, that 
Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, that I may not cause pain!” So God granted him what he requested.  

 
David Attacks & Defeat the Syrians (8:3-6) 
2 Samuel 8:3 David also defeated Hadadezer the son of Rehob, king of Zobah, as he went to recover his territory 
at the River Euphrates.  
2 Samuel 8:4 David took from him one thousand chariots, seven hundred horsemen, and twenty thousand foot 
soldiers. Also David hamstrung all the chariot horses, except that he spared enough of them for one hundred 
chariots.  
2 Samuel 8:5 When the Syrians of Damascus came to help Hadadezer king of Zobah, David killed twenty-two 
thousand of the Syrians.  
2 Samuel 8:6 Then David put garrisons in Syria of Damascus; and the Syrians became David’s servants, and 
brought tribute. So the LORD preserved David wherever he went.  
 
David Went to Establish His Power 
First Chronicles 18:3 says, "David established his power." I like that. 
1 Chronicles 18:3 (NKJV) 3 And David defeated Hadadezer king of Zobah as far as Hamath, as he went to establish his power by the River 
Euphrates.  

 
Don’t Trust in Horses – But the Lord 
Deuteronomy 17 says not to multiply horses and chariots, and that's where we take Proverbs 3:5 and 6, "Trust in 
the Lord with all of our heart. Lean not on our own understanding, but in all of our ways acknowledge him, and 
he'll direct our path." We're to trust in the Lord, not into the army, or not into our bank account, not into anything 
that can perish and burn up, but we trust in the Lord. Zachariah 4:8, we're told, "Not by might nor by power, but by 
thy spirit, saith the Lord." It's the powers via and through the Spirit. Not our organization, and not our army, but 
the Spirit of God. We need to be a people who are living a Spirit-filled life. 
Deuteronomy 17:16 (NKJV) 16 But he shall not multiply horses for himself, nor cause the people to return to Egypt to multiply horses, for the 
LORD has said to you, ‘You shall not return that way again.’  
 
Proverbs 3:5–6 (NKJV) 5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; 6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, And 
He shall direct your paths.  
 
Zechariah 4:6 (NKJV) 6 So he answered and said to me: “This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might nor by power, but by My 
Spirit,’ Says the LORD of hosts.  

 
David Fights All the Way Out to the Promises of God 
David expands the fight all the way out to the Euphrates, because God said to Abraham that is how far the promise 
went.  David fights all the way “out to the promise”.  Are you? David fights all the way out to the promise, even at 
risk of life and death!  How about you? 
Genesis 15:18–21 (NKJV) 18 On the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying: “To your descendants I have given this land, from 
the river of Egypt to the great river, the River Euphrates—19 the Kenites, the Kenezzites, the Kadmonites, 20 the Hittites, the Perizzites, the 
Rephaim, 21 the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites, and the Jebusites.”  

 
Nothing Worth Dying For – Nothing Worth Living For Either 
It has been said, if you don’t have something worth dying for, then you also have nothing worth living for. 
 
How Could David Fight this Way – His Praise of Chapter 7 
Recapped chapter 7. It was the only reason that David could go on expanding, because of where his heart was, as 
we read at the end of chapter 7. 



 
In chapter 7, based on what David understands,  

• who he is in the Lord,  

• and what the Lord thinks of him,  

• and the promises of the Lord to him,  
• David responds with an overflow of praise and worship. 

 
Faith is Confidence in God – And What He Says 
David, by faith, based on the word of God, says, "Let it be so." And then David moves in power, with action, to 
claim the promises that were made to him. He believes they're true to him. 
 
Faith is confidence. Are you lacking confidence in yourself? Are you lacking confidence in the word of God? It's a 
reflection and ties back to faith. Faith is confidence. This is what God says, and this is what it shall be. And what 
God says, he shall do. 
2 Samuel 7:18–29 (NKJV) 18 Then King David went in and sat before the LORD; and he said: “Who am I, O Lord GOD? And what is my house, that 
You have brought me this far? 19 And yet this was a small thing in Your sight, O Lord GOD; and You have also spoken of Your servant’s house for 
a great while to come. Is this the manner of man, O Lord GOD? 20 Now what more can David say to You? For You, Lord GOD, know Your servant. 
21 For Your word’s sake, and according to Your own heart, You have done all these great things, to make Your servant  know them. 22 Therefore 
You are great, O Lord GOD. For there is none like You, nor is there any God besides You, according to all that we have heard with our ears. 23 And 
who is like Your people, like Israel, the one nation on the earth whom God went to redeem for Himself as a people, to make for Himself a 
name—and to do for Yourself great and awesome deeds for Your land—before Your people whom You redeemed for Yourself from Egypt, the 
nations, and their gods? 24 For You have made Your people Israel Your very own people forever; and You, LORD, have become their God. 25 
“Now, O LORD God, the word which You have spoken concerning Your servant and concerning his house, establish it forever and do as You have 
said. 26 So let Your name be magnified forever, saying, ‘The LORD of hosts is the God over Israel.’ And let the house of Your servant David be 
established before You. 27 For You, O LORD of hosts, God of Israel, have revealed this to Your servant, saying, ‘I will build you a house.’ Therefore 
Your servant has found it in his heart to pray this prayer to You. 28 “And now, O Lord GOD, You are God, and Your words are true, and You have 
promised this goodness to Your servant. 29 Now therefore, let it please You to bless the house of Your servant, that it may continue before You 
forever; for You, O Lord GOD, have spoken it, and with Your blessing let the house of Your servant be blessed forever.”  

 
Speaking of Jerusalem and Damascus 
So speaking of Jerusalem and Damascus, let me share a few prophecy updates that are unfolding before our eyes. 
 
Washington Times 
This week the President (Donald Trump) recognizes Jerusalem as the capital of Israel.  Wow! 
Trump’s recognition of Jerusalem as Israeli capital fulfills campaign promise broken by predecessors 
 
By Dave Boyer - The Washington Times - Wednesday, December 6, 2017 
 
In a dramatic shift from his predecessors, President Trump announced Wednesday that the U.S. is recognizing Jerusalem as the capital of Israel 
and ordered plans to move the U.S. Embassy from Tel Aviv to the ancient, divided city. 
 
The move fulfills a campaign promise to religious conservatives, a pledge that other presidents broke routinely. But Mr. Trump’s decision also 
could inflame tensions across the Middle East because Palestinians want to establish their capital in east Jerusalem. 
 
“It is time to officially recognize Jerusalem as the capital of Israel,” Mr. Trump said in an 11-minute speech at the White House. “It also is the 
right thing to do.” 
 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu thanked Mr. Trump for his “courageous and just” decision. He said he shares the president’s 
commitment “to advancing peace between Israel and all of our neighbors, including the Palestinians.”  
 
“This decision reflects the president’s commitment to an ancient but enduring truth, to fulfilling his promises and to advancing peace,” Mr. 
Netanyahu said. “The president’s decision is an important step toward peace, for there is no peace that doesn’t include Jerusalem as the capital 
of Israel.” 

 
Jerusalem has Always Been the Capital 
Jerusalem has always been the nation of Israel’s capital ever since (2 Samuel 5), about 3,000 years ago.  It is not 
Israel that is moving its capital, it is the USA officially declaring and recognizing Jerusalem is the capital of Israel.  Is 
this some Biblical prophetic fulfillment?  No, well at least not directly.  Let me ask you a question, do you know 
how many embassies there are in our nation’s capital?  An embassy is the nerve center for a country's diplomatic 



affairs within the borders of another nation, serving as the headquarters of the chief of mission, staff and other 
agencies.  How many is USA, 177.  Do you know how many embassies are in Jerusalem?  ZERO.  Why is that?  Why 
would there be rioting by the Palestinians, why would Russian President Vladimir Putin denounce President Trump 
for recognizing Jerusalem as the capital, why would Norht Korea’s leader Kim Jong Un denounce the President for 
recognizing Jerusalem as the capital, why would the United Nations make a public rebuke of the announcement by 
the President (The rebukes, made at an emergency Security Council meeting called over Mr. Trump’s 
announcement, constituted an extraordinarily public denunciation of American policy on the world’s most 
prominent diplomatic stage, leaving the United States alone on the issue among the council’s 15 members).  Here 
is the prophetic reason, and that is that Satan does not want the world to recognize Jerusalem is the capital of 
Israel, because he doesn’t want the world to recognize or remember what happened in Jerusalem 2,000 years ago.  
That is the simple prophetic reason, and 177 countries with their embassies of the whole world recognize that 
Washington DC is the capital of the USA, but until this week not one nation recognizing that Jerusalem is the 
capital of Israel. 
 
Why does the world come against this little country, which if you took the whole size of Israel you could throw the 
whole country in Lake Michigan, seven times.  The whole country is about the size of New Jersey, yet the whole UN 
condemns USA for recognizing Jerusalem, which is simply recognizing what the Bible is saying.   
 
Why?  Because Satan does not want the world to recognize Jerusalem is the capital of Israel, because he doesn’t 
want the world to recognize or remember what happened in Jerusalem 2,000 years ago.   
John 12:12–13 (NKJV) 12 The next day a great multitude that had come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, 13 
took branches of palm trees and went out to meet Him, and cried out: “Hosanna! ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!’ The King of 
Israel!”  
 
Luke 23:32–34 (NKJV) 32 There were also two others, criminals, led with Him to be put to death. 33 And when they had come to the place called 
Calvary, there they crucified Him, and the criminals, one on the right hand and the other on the left. 34 Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for 
they do not know what they do.” And they divided His garments and cast lots.  

 
Pray for Peace of Jerusalem 
With Jerusalem announcement, we need to seriously pray for the peace of Jerusalem. 
Psalm 122:6–9 (NKJV) 6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you. 7 Peace be within your walls, Prosperity within your 
palaces.” 8 For the sake of my brethren and companions, I will now say, “Peace be within you.” 9 Because of the house of the LORD our God I will 
seek your good.  

 
Damascus 
Damascus is prophetic, it is mentioned some 60 times in the Bible, and prophetically there will be a day that it will 
be destroyed and left in a heap of ruin (which sounds like a nuclear strike to me – and Israel has nukes – but they 
won’t confirm that nor deny that)..  Read the newspaper and we are watching biblical prophecy unfold before our 
very eyes.  Why is Damascus in the news so much?  Because they are right above Israel, they are enemies of Israel, 
they are weak as a sovereign country, thus they make alliances with countries like Russia and Iran to help keep 
them propped up, and those countries are in the prophetic picture to come and attack Israel in the Last Days 
(Ezekiel 38-39).  Russia has a naval submarine base in Syria, and just this past month Iran is building an military 
base in Syria; which Israel went in and bombed this week.  We are watching the Bible before our eyes – eyeryday. 
Isaiah 17:1 (NKJV) 1 The burden against Damascus. “Behold, Damascus will cease from being a city, And it will be a ruinous heap.  

 
PROPHECY BEFORE YOUR EYES – What Can You Boldly Request? 
Point?  What can you boldly ask for, what territory can you boldly go to conquer in your life based on this Word of 
God you hold in your hand?  Again, the prayer of Jabez, what a great prayer to be praying for a season in your life.  
Be like David when he realized all the promises of God were for him personally, he praised the Lord, and then he 
went out and claimed his promises, expanding his territory.  May we be a people doing the same. 
1 Chronicles 4:10 (NKJV) 10 And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, “Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and enlarge my territory, that 
Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, that I may not cause pain!” So God granted him what he requested.  
 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

 



*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
And – What Manner Should we Be Living 
And, as the word says, what manner should we be living: 
2 Peter 3:10–13 (NKJV) 10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and 
the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. 11 Therefore, since all these things will be 
dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, 
because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat? 13 Nevertheless we, according to His 
promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.  

 
David Amasses Wealth and Fame (8:7-14) 
2 Samuel 8:7 And David took the shields of gold that had belonged to the servants of Hadadezer, and brought 
them to Jerusalem.  
2 Samuel 8:8 Also from Betah and from Berothai, cities of Hadadezer, King David took a large amount of bronze.  
2 Samuel 8:9 When Toi king of Hamath heard that David had defeated all the army of Hadadezer,  
2 Samuel 8:10 then Toi sent Joram his son to King David, to greet him and bless him, because he had fought 
against Hadadezer and defeated him (for Hadadezer had been at war with Toi); and Joram brought with him 
articles of silver, articles of gold, and articles of bronze.  
2 Samuel 8:11 King David also dedicated these to the LORD, along with the silver and gold that he had dedicated 
from all the nations which he had subdued—  
2 Samuel 8:12 from Syria, from Moab, from the people of Ammon, from the Philistines, from Amalek, and from 
the spoil of Hadadezer the son of Rehob, king of Zobah.  
2 Samuel 8:13 And David made himself a name when he returned from killing eighteen thousand Syrians in the 
Valley of Salt.  
2 Samuel 8:14 He also put garrisons in Edom; throughout all Edom he put garrisons, and all the Edomites 
became David’s servants. And the LORD preserved David wherever he went.  
 
Got to Love David – Doesn’t Pout 
I love David; God just said to David, "You cannot build the temple for me. Your son's going to build it." What does 
David do? David does everything short of build it. He puts the plans together for it to be built. He accumulates all 
of the wealth, all of the gold, all of the silver, all of the bronze that will be needed in the building of that temple so 
that when his son comes to the place, and he doesn't know which son it's going to be at this point in time, all that 
son will need to do, he won't have to start looking for where are we going to get enough gold and silver and all of 
this. It will already be sitting there. David did everything that he could do. "Okay, Lord, I submit to that. You told 
me I can't build it but I'll do everything but build it." 
 
The Lord could have spoken to him and said, "Listen. You're not going to build the temple", then that he just 
moped the rest of his life. If I can't build the temple I'm not doing nothing." David came from the East Coast ... but 
he doesn't do that. He looks and says, "God's got that for somebody else but he's got this for me and what he's got 
for me I'm going to deal with all my heart", and he did. He just caused an absolute river of wealth to pour into 
Jerusalem for that day. Ultimately David is going to give from his own money, his own resources in the building of 
the temple. I think it's estimated at a hundred million dollars. He just writes a check for a hundred million dollars 
toward it out of his own wealth. 
 
Came Time to Build Temple – Solomon Already had Everything 
When it came time to build the temple, Solomon had to do nothing but take what the father had already given 
him, and that's the gospel. We don't build it, we don't gather it. We just take what the father has provided for us. 
 
Silver was as Common as Stones 
Verse 11, we're told in I Kings that David's wealth was so great that silver became common. 
1 Kings 10:27 (NKJV) 27 The king made silver as common in Jerusalem as stones, and he made cedar trees as abundant as the sycamores which 
are in the lowland.  

 
 



Because it was in your heart 
God commends David for having the heart to build the Temple.  And that was good enough for David. 
2 Chronicles 6:3–11 (NKJV) 3 Then the king turned around and blessed the whole assembly of Israel, while all the assembly of Israel was 
standing. 4 And he said: “Blessed be the LORD God of Israel, who has fulfilled with His hands what He spoke with His mouth to my father David, 
saying, 5 ‘Since the day that I brought My people out of the land of Egypt, I have chosen no city from any tribe of Israel in which to build a house, 
that My name might be there, nor did I choose any man to be a ruler over My people Israel. 6 Yet I have chosen Jerusalem, that My name may be 
there, and I have chosen David to be over My people Israel.’ 7 Now it was in the heart of my father David to build a temple for the name of the 
LORD God of Israel. 8 But the LORD said to my father David, ‘Whereas it was in your heart to build a temple for My name, you did well in that it 
was in your heart. 9 Nevertheless you shall not build the temple, but your son who will come from your body, he shall build the temple for My 
name.’ 10 So the LORD has fulfilled His word which He spoke, and I have filled the position of my father David, and sit on the throne of Israel, as 
the LORD promised; and I have built the temple for the name of the LORD God of Israel. 11 And there I have put the ark, in which is the covenant of 
the LORD which He made with the children of Israel.”  

 
David’s Administration & Cabinet Members (8:15-18) 
2 Samuel 8:15 So David reigned over all Israel; and David administered judgment and justice to all his people.  
2 Samuel 8:16 Joab the son of Zeruiah was over the army; Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud was recorder;  
2 Samuel 8:17 Zadok the son of Ahitub and Ahimelech the son of Abiathar were the priests; Seraiah was the 
scribe;  
2 Samuel 8:18 Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was over both the Cherethites and the Pelethites; and David’s sons 
were chief ministers.  
 
Kingdom about 60,000 Square Miles 
it's estimated at this point David's kingdom is about 60 thousand square miles.  Genesis 15, verse 18, from Egypt 
Nile River to the Euphrates River, if you draw that line into about a triangle, that's about 300 thousand square 
miles 
 
David’s Lean Government – Based on Word of God 
David made himself a name when he returned from killing 18,000 Syrians in the valley of salt and so he continues 
to defeat all of these different enemies and threats to Israel. Then he also put garrisons in Edom. Throughout all 
Edom he put garrisons and all Edomites became David's servants and the Lord preserved David wherever he went. 
This great favor of God upon his life securing the safety of the nation of Israel from her enemies. And so David 
ruled over all of Israel. Israel's boundaries are very, very large now. David administered judgment and justice to all 
of his people. 
 
Here we have his cabinet. We have cabinets in our federal government today. Here's David's cabinet. Joab the son 
of Zeruiah was over the army. He was the minister of defense. Jehosaphat, the son of Ahilud was recorder. That 
would be kind of your chief of staff, the person who would keep the records and keep David's schedule and tell 
him what he needed to do and what was on the agenda. That's what a recorder was. Zadok the son of Ahituband 
and Ahimilech the son of Abiathar, they were the priests. They were over the spiritual side of things related to the 
nation. Seraiah was the scribe so he was head of the secretary of state and handled the administrative side of the 
kingdom. Benaiah the son of Jeboiada, he was over the Cherethites and the Pelithites and David's sons were chief 
ministers. The Cherethites and the Pelithites they were kind of David's secret service. They were the men that 
were closest to him for protecting him. Then David also had his sons in the administration. 
 
You know what's fascinating to me about this in terms of David's cabinet, is look at how lean the government is. I 
know it's attractive to you. There are no deficits here. This is a pretty lean government. I mean, he's ruling over all 
of Israel. He's ruling over nations that are paying him tribute and that he is now responsible for law and order far 
beyond the boundaries. He's got two handfuls of men that are helping him do it. It's such a lean administration. 
The reason that it's so lean and it could be so lean is because the law of Moses was the standard for right and 
wrong in the hearts of the people of Israel at that time. That's what the people were made up of. When they 
wanted to know, what's right and what's wrong? How do I solve this problem with my neighbor? How do we 
handle this? How do we handle that? 
 
It's wasn't up for debate. New laws didn't have to be developed. All they had to do was go back to the law of 
Moses and at this time in Israel's history, God's people had a respect and obedience toward the law of Moses and 



God's definitions of right and wrong. The further a nation gets away from the law of Moses in terms of governing a 
secular nation of the unsaved. The further it moves in terms of redefining God's definitions of good and bad and 
right and wrong, the more administration it's going to need. The more and the more and the more and the more 
levels of government that it's going to need and the more and the more man-made laws that it's going to need 
until it will break the nation to try and solve the problems that that nation creates for itself by moving God's 
definitions of right and wrong from its foundation and from its thinking. 
 
We haven't even begun to see the problems that are coming our way apart from a revival and moving from the 
nonsense and back to these definitions that have withstood the test of time and have built great civilizations and 
made great cities and made great families. It's brought stability to the world. We see it. We see it in our nation. 
The more you undermine this book, this God, his definitions, you've got to keep on adding government because 
you're going to create problems for yourself. 
 
The Word of God is Living & Powerful 
The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives. 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

 
In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  

• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
 
Boldly Come to Throne of Grace 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might work in 
you, and through you. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
End of Study 
  



2 Samuel 9 
2 Samuel 9:1-13 
 
The Word of God is Living & Powerful 
The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives. 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

 
In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  

• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
 
Boldly Come to Throne of Grace 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might work in 
you, and through you. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
2 Samuel 9:1-13 
2 Samuel 9 (NKJV) 1 Now David said, “Is there still anyone who is left of the house of Saul, that I may show him kindness for Jonathan’s sake?” 2 
And there was a servant of the house of Saul whose name was Ziba. So when they had called him to David, the king said to him, “Are you Ziba?” 
He said, “At your service!” 3 Then the king said, “Is there not still someone of the house of Saul, to whom I may show the kindness of God?” And 
Ziba said to the king, “There is still a son of Jonathan who is lame in his feet.” 4 So the king said to him, “Where is he?” And Ziba said to the king, 
“Indeed he is in the house of Machir the son of Ammiel, in Lo Debar.” 5 Then King David sent and brought him out of the house of Machir the son 
of Ammiel, from Lo Debar. 6 Now when Mephibosheth the son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, had come to David, he fell on his face and prostrated 
himself. Then David said, “Mephibosheth?” And he answered, “Here is your servant!” 7 So David said to him, “Do not fear, for I will surely show 
you kindness for Jonathan your father’s sake, and will restore to you all the land of Saul your grandfather; and you shall eat bread at my table 
continually.” 8 Then he bowed himself, and said, “What is your servant, that you should look upon such a dead dog as I?” 9 And the king called to 
Ziba, Saul’s servant, and said to him, “I have given to your master’s son all that belonged to Saul and to all his house. 10 You therefore, and your 
sons and your servants, shall work the land for him, and you shall bring in the harvest, that your master’s son may have food to eat. But 
Mephibosheth your master’s son shall eat bread at my table always.” Now Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty servants. 11 Then Ziba said to the 
king, “According to all that my lord the king has commanded his servant, so will your servant do.” “As for Mephibosheth,” said the king, “he shall 
eat at my table like one of the king’s sons.” 12 Mephibosheth had a young son whose name was Micha. And all who dwelt in the house of Ziba 
were servants of Mephibosheth. 13 So Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem, for he ate continually at the king’s table. And he was lame in both his 
feet.  

 
Outline 2 Samuel 9:1-13: 

• David Desires to Show Kindness to the House of Jonathan (9:1-3) 

• Jonathan’s Son Mephibosheth Brought to Jerusalem (9:4-5) 

• Jonathan’s Son Mephibosheth Brought Before David (9:6-8) 

• Jonathan’s Son Mephibosheth Given the Inheritance of Saul (9:9-10) 

• Jonathan’s Son Mephibosheth Eats Daily at the King’s table (9:11-13) 
 
David Desires to Show Kindness to the House of Jonathan (9:1-3) 
2 Samuel 9:1 Now David said, “Is there still anyone who is left of the house of Saul, that I may show him 
kindness for Jonathan’s sake?”  
 
David is Stirred / God Initiates / Beauty of Personal & Intimate Relationship with God 
In verse 1, it says that “David said”, but there is no one whom we see him addressing directly.  It seems more so 
that David is thinking, pondering, reflecting back to his dear friend Jonathan.  A man who was like a brother to him, 
a special bond and relationship, that has long since passed as Jonathan was killed in battle some 15-20 years prior; 
but his memory is still sweet to David’s mind, and still knitted to his heart.  David wants to show kindness to 
someone, anyone, in the house of Jonathan or Jonathan’s father Saul.  As we know, God is always the initiator, and 



He stirs our heart of the things that are on His heart.  And that is the beauty, dynamic, joy, abundant life of having 
a personal and intimate relationship with God.  He speaks to us, He stirs us, He is with us 
1 Samuel 18:1 (NKJV) 1 Now when he had finished speaking to Saul, the soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him 
as his own soul.  
 
2 Samuel 1:26 (NKJV) 26 I am distressed for you, my brother Jonathan; You have been very pleasant to me; Your love to me was wonderful, 
Surpassing the love of women.  

 
Is Someone on Your Heart? / It is the Lord Stirring who is on His 
Has God, is God stirring someone in your mind who you are saying “I wish to show kindness to that family”, they 
are so heavy on My heart.  God does that, as He stirs people in our heart, they may be sitting right next to you, 
they may be a close family or friend, they may be the clerk, waiter, worker at that place you go to, and each time 
you do you feel a moving on your heart for them.  That is the Lord moving on your heart, may you respond to the 
prompting of His touch upon your heart, and God bless you for having such a sensitive and loving heart. 
 
Let’s Consider Mephibosheth 
Let’s consider Mephibosheth here for a moment so we can really grasp what is happening here in our story.   

• At age 5 he is living a good life, he is the grandson to the king of Israel.  Living in a palace (or at least a 
great home).   

• Then one day he is playing and laughing just like any other 5-year-old does at that age, then all of a 
sudden there is all this commotion in the home, people are running frantically, grabbing food, gold, silver, 
and HIM.  He doesn’t know what is going on, but it isn’t laughter and fun, for even at 5 you can sense fear 
around you.   

• As they run, and he holds on for life as his whole world is moving at breakneck speed, and every step his 
nurse takes is a step further away from the life he knows and has comfort and security in, every step 
those things get further and further away, from sharpness to a blur, to a memory.   

• And then, fear and chaos is interrupted by a thud, as his nurse falls with him too.  Fear and chaos has 
been interrupted with pain, excoriating pain, so severe was this trauma to his feet he will never walk or 
run like a child, or a teenager, or a man again.   

• And then through his tremendous physical pain, a 5 year-old trying to make sense of what just happened, 
he sits in fear waiting for his greatest comfort to come to him and comfort him (his father Jonathan – we 
never find a mention of his mother in our story of him), but as he waits, he waits more, into the night he 
waits, and he waits some more, for his greatest comfort to come to him and comfort him, his father 
Jonathan, who will never come to him again.   

• When was the last time he had seen his father, what was their last words, did he get to say “I love you 
daddy”, or was daddy to busy for him as he headed out the door.  But his dad, a hero of Israel, and no 
doubt his hero too, will not be coming home.   

• And at some point, when we do not know, he will be told just that, your daddy is not coming home.  
Jonathan was a war hero to the nation of Israel, but to Mephibosheth, he was “daddy”. 

2 Samuel 4:4 (NKJV) 4 Jonathan, Saul’s son, had a son who was lame in his feet. He was five years old when the news about Saul and Jonathan 
came from Jezreel; and his nurse took him up and fled. And it happened, as she made haste to flee, that he fell and became lame. His name was 
Mephibosheth.  

 
Lame because of the Fall 
Now, Mephibosheth is lame because of the fall. 
 
We never Know – What has Happened to that Person / Start at Kitchen Table and Move Outward 
We just never know what that person behind the counter, across from the table, sitting next you right now, has 
gone through, what pain is buried deep in their heart, there may be a “lameness – something paralyzing them” 
that we know nothing about.  May we be like David, even without knowing their whole story, simply ask, “is there 
someone I can show kindness to”.  Start at your kitchen table, and then move outward from there. 
 
 
 



David Picture of Jesus – Who May I Show Kindness To 
And more closer…….. we have our Greater-Than-David, Jesus Christ, as David is a picture and type of Christ in our 
story today, and is always asking – is there someone I may show kindness too.  And that is directed to you directly 
and personally today, as the Lord calls you to His table, for fellowship and communion, to pour out and show you 
His kindness today. 
 
God Love You! 
 
2 Samuel 9:2 And there was a servant of the house of Saul whose name was Ziba. So when they had called him 
to David, the king said to him, “Are you Ziba?” He said, “At your service!”  
 
When King Calls – Good Response 
I like this, when the King calls, the servant of God responds, “At Your Service”.  What might the Lord be calling to 
you today?  What might he had spoken to you these last few days to do (internally or externally), may you respond 
as Ziba, “At Your Service”. 
 
2 Samuel 9:3 Then the king said, “Is there not still someone of the house of Saul, to whom I may show the 
kindness of God?” And Ziba said to the king, “There is still a son of Jonathan who is lame in his feet.”  
 
Kindness of God – Not Just David’s 
Verse 3, notice David says he wants to show the kindness of God, not his (David’s) kindness.  A kindness greater 
than man can extend, but the depth of the kindness of God. 
 
Definition of Kindness 
The key word in 9:1 is translated “kindness.” It is the same word Jonathan had used when he said, “Show me the 
steadfast love of the LORD” (1 Samuel 20:14). It refers to extraordinary acts of kindness, “meeting an extreme 
need, outside the normal run of perceived duty, and arising from personal affection or pure goodness.” 
 
David’s heart Would be Moved – Jonathan’s Son is Alive / To Hear that beautiful Name Again - Jonathan 
All this I news to David, else he would have never asked.  So now David hears two words, yes and not just Saul’s 
house, but Jonathan the man that you loved and cherished as a brother.  To hear that beautiful name again, 
Jonathan, how that would move in David’s heart, oh my brother Jonathan, oh how I miss our fellowship together, 
oh my heart still moves when I hear that beautiful name….. Jonathan.  And secondly, he will hear, and the son is 
lame, he is not whole.  To which the tenderness of David’s heart we know, is moved with compassion and 
tenderness. 
 
Compassion Always Responds with Action 
Compassion always responds with action, compassion can never just walk buy and say, how sad, compassion 
always has to stop and engage; it is the very heart of Jesus.  It is the “kindness of God”. 
Matthew 14:14 (NKJV) 14 And when Jesus went out He saw a great multitude; and He was moved with compassion for them, and healed their 
sick.  
 
Matthew 15:32 (NKJV) 32 Now Jesus called His disciples to Himself and said, “I have compassion on the multitude, because they have now 
continued with Me three days and have nothing to eat. And I do not want to send them away hungry, lest they faint on the way.”  
 
Matthew 20:32–34 (NKJV) 32 So Jesus stood still and called them, and said, “What do you want Me to do for you?” 33 They said to Him, “Lord, 
that our eyes may be opened.” 34 So Jesus had compassion and touched their eyes. And immediately their eyes received sight, and they followed 
Him.  
 
Mark 1:40–42 (NKJV) 40 Now a leper came to Him, imploring Him, kneeling down to Him and saying to Him, “If You are willing, You can make me 
clean.” 41 Then Jesus, moved with compassion, stretched out His hand and touched him, and said to him, “I am willing; be cleansed.” 42 As soon 
as He had spoken, immediately the leprosy left him, and he was cleansed.  
 
Mark 5:18–19 (NKJV) 18 And when He got into the boat, he who had been demon-possessed begged Him that he might be with Him. 19 However, 
Jesus did not permit him, but said to him, “Go home to your friends, and tell them what great things the Lord has done for you, and how He has 
had compassion on you.”  



 
Mark 6:34 (NKJV) 34 And Jesus, when He came out, saw a great multitude and was moved with compassion for them, because they were like 
sheep not having a shepherd. So He began to teach them many things.  

I love this one, for we see one of the things compassion does, is ‘teach’ people the things of God. 
 
Jonathan’s Son Mephibosheth Brought to Jerusalem (9:4-5) 
2 Samuel 9:4 So the king said to him, “Where is he?” And Ziba said to the king, “Indeed he is in the house of 
Machir the son of Ammiel, in Lo Debar.”  
2 Samuel 9:5 Then King David sent and brought him out of the house of Machir the son of Ammiel, from Lo 
Debar.  
 
David Responded Immediately – Good Example for Us 
David said, where is he?  And he sent and brought him immediately.  David didn’t say, remind me next week, or 
after I get caught up on all these things on my list, David said where is he, go get him right now!  That is what 
compassion does, it moves in the immediate, not in the later.  A good word for us when God moves our heart to 
compassion, and that is we move in the immediate, not the later, as the cares of the world can easily smoother the 
passion of compassion. 
 
See – heart of God / Oh My Beloved is Hurting – I Must Respond Immediately 
But more near, for us here, we see the heart of God………. What (if you will), my beloved one is hurting, is in need, 
where is he/she, bring them to me immediately so that I may speak to them, and minister to them, directly from 
My heart of love and compassion for them. 
 
Jonathan’s Son Mephibosheth Brought Before David (9:6-8) 
2 Samuel 9:6 Now when Mephibosheth the son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, had come to David, he fell on his 
face and prostrated himself. Then David said, “Mephibosheth?” And he answered, “Here is your servant!”  
 
No Question Mark – You Can Her David’s Heart in the Name (Mephibosheth) 
I do not find this question mark in the original text. It's been inserted that David is asking a question. And he very 
well may be, but I don't think so. I think David's looking upon Mephibosheth and he sees Jonathan in him. And 
David's heart is moved and he's not asking the question, "Are you Mephibosheth?" He's making a statement of 
endearment as he finally gets to see the offspring of Jonathan, and he says, "Mephibosheth," and you can hear the 
move in his heart. You can sense the endearment that he already has for him though he's never met him, did not 
know him. But here when he sees him, he's flooded with the emotions of the beauty of the human that is before 
him, the offspring of Jonathan. 
 
God’s Heart is Gripped When He Sees Us 
And I am convinced through the study of the scriptures, the revelation of God throughout the whole bible, that's 
God's heart when he looks upon us. He doesn't question who we are, but his heart is just gripped by the beauty 
that we are before him, just as we are even lame, having to be carried in before him. Or limping, broken. But he 
looks and his heart is moved because he can't believe the beauty that is before him. That's an amazing and an 
amazing and an amazing thought. That that's how God could look upon us. But he does, because that's who he is. 
That's the depth of his love in his heart. 
 
David is Building a Tabernacle for God – In the Heart of Mephibosheth / Picture That Next Time You Witness 
Back in chapter 7 David want to build God a house, to which the Lord says not because the house of God will not 
be built by a man of war, but a God of peace.  But here we see David building a house for the Lord, and it is in the 
heart of Mephibosheth, as he brings him to the kings table, and shows him the very heart of God through his 
words and demonstrations, to which I pray Mephibosheth opened his heart to the Lord and invited the Lord to 
come and tabernacle with him.  (I am making a devotional point here, and not a theological dissertation about Old 
Covenant and New Covenant theology on God taking up residence within a person).  David is building a house for 
God, as David with his heart for the Lord how sweet it would be for the Lord to Tabernacle with him; and then for 



us to put the word picture in our minds, for every person we introduce to the Lord, and He comes and fills them, 
dwells them, lives in them, we “in a way” have built a house for the Lord.  
2 Samuel 7:2 (NKJV) 2 that the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells inside tent 
curtains.”  
 
2 Samuel 7:11 (NKJV) 11 since the time that I commanded judges to be over My people Israel, and have caused you to rest from all your enemies. 
Also the LORD tells you that He will make you a house.  
 
1 Chronicles 22:7–10 (NKJV) 7 And David said to Solomon: “My son, as for me, it was in my mind to build a house to the name of the LORD my 
God; 8 but the word of the LORD came to me, saying, ‘You have shed much blood and have made great wars; you shall not build a house for My 
name, because you have shed much blood on the earth in My sight. 9 Behold, a son shall be born to you, who shall be a man of rest; and I will 
give him rest from all his enemies all around. His name shall be Solomon, for I will give peace and quietness to Israel in his days. 10 He shall build 
a house for My name, and he shall be My son, and I will be his Father; and I will establish the throne of his kingdom over Israel forever.’  
 
1 Corinthians 3:16 (NKJV) 16 Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?  

 
2 Samuel 9:7 So David said to him, “Do not fear, for I will surely show you kindness for Jonathan your father’s 
sake, and will restore to you all the land of Saul your grandfather; and you shall eat bread at my table 
continually.”  
 
Back in Verse 1 / Mephibosheth is in Hiding 
David could only learn that there was a descendant of Saul still living and could only learn where he was through 
this servant named Ziba. This meant that Mephibosheth was in hiding. 
2 Samuel 9:1 (NKJV) 1 Now David said, “Is there still anyone who is left of the house of Saul, that I may show him kindness for Jonathan’s sake?”  

 
Lo Debar – Barren / Lame from Fall / King Calls for Him 
Lo Debar is far, far away from Jerusalem where the king is. And Lobar means without pasture. It means barren. So 
here's Mephibosheth, he's living far away from the king in a dry and barren place.  And he's lame from the fall, and 
the king calls for him 
 
Consider This Scene 
Now I want you to consider this.  

• Mephibosheth goes down at the age of five. We're told later in this chapter that he's old enough to have 
his own son (maybe even does).  

• So he's at least 20, if not 25.  
• What has transpired is about 15 to 20 years, and that would be about right in our chronological study as 

David would rise to become king. I want you to consider, here's Mephibosheth, he goes down and 
becomes lame at the age of five, his world is turned upside down.  

• He's taken and tucked away, but he'll develop into an age of understanding exactly who he is and what is 
the scene that he is living in. He is in line through his father to be king. 

• And he would watch the news, if you would, as the news would trickle in to him, David's king in Judah. 

• Then he would hear at around the age of 12, David is king over all of Israel. All of Israel has come to make 
him king.  

• At the age of 12 it might not grip his heart, but it surely gripped the hearts of his household that's 
overseeing him.  

• Then word would come, David has defeated the Jebusites and taken the city of Jerusalem.  Even at that 
young age, probably at this point of 15 or 16, he would know the power of David's forces to take a city 
that no one could touch for 400 years.  

• He would hear how David drove back the Philistines, beat them in back to back victories. He would know 
not even his father and grandfather could do that on a continual basis.  

• He would hear of David crushing the Moabites, which no one had ever done.  

• He would hear of David crushing the Syrian army, which nobody had done.  

• He would know that David's kingdom is the greatest in the world. 

• At some point in the age of understanding he would understand what that would possibly mean to him 
then, being someone who would have the right to the throne of Israel through Saul, regardless whether 



God had stripped it away from his grandfather through the lineage, people would still look at and say he 
would have a right to the throne.  

 
Begins to Live Life Looking Over his Shoulder 
At what point does he start to live looking over his shoulders, wondering if David was coming to destroy him and 
his son so that there would never be anyone of the lineage of Saul who could rise up and try to claim the throne, or 
try to break away and at least cause a division. All he could do was look over his shoulder, because he's lame and 
he can't run, because he's lame and he can't fight. He is at total mercy, literally, of king David. 
 
Then the Knock at the Door 
Then a word would come to him, David is asking for your presence before him in Jerusalem. They would say to 
him, "David wants to show you kindness, that was his very request: 'Who can I show kindness to?'" But we know as 
we read, he's not fully convinced of that, because David will say, "Do not fear." David saw the fear in his heart. 
David saw the fear in his eye. David knew the fear that would be in anyone in this situation. 
 
His Long Journey to Jerusalem / Which David Meet (Warrior or Priest) / Won’t Know Until Come Jerusalem 
Mephibosheth would have to sit on his journey to Jerusalem from this home that he lives in, with lame feet he'd 
have to be carried by horse or carriage, it would be a long ride (60 miles in a straight line), if 20 miles a day he had 
three days, it would be a bumpy ride, it would be an uncomfortable ride, but it would be a ride to give plenty of 
time to think and ask, 

• "Is this David the warrior king,  
• or is this David the gentle king, the loving king, the priest-like king?  

Is this David who we've heard destroy his enemies, or is this David who loves his countrymen and blesses his 
countrymen? Is this David a king like the rest of the kings of the world around, who will destroy anybody who can 
make claim to the throne? Or is this David, the man after God's own heart that we've heard about, the one who 
brings the ark of the covenant, the presence of God into Jerusalem, the one who is gathering wealth to build God a 
house? Which David am I going to meet?" Mephibosheth will never know which king he's coming to meet until he 
comes to Jerusalem. 
 
So Too – People today Wonder / But Will Never Know Until Come to Jerusalem  
So too many people wonder which King Jesus they will meet, to which I say, "You'll never know until you come to 
Jerusalem." 
 
You will Never Know Kings heart – Apart From Jerusalem 
You will never know the king's heart, the king of king, Jesus Christ. You'll never know his heart until you come to 
Jerusalem. When you come to Jerusalem and you see a king who would go to a cross and die for your sins, and this 
cup and this bread that you hold in your hand that we now call communion and communion means fellowship, 
oneness, the Greek word "koinonia" Jesus said, "As often as you take this bread and drink this cup, you do it in 
remembrance of me until we eat again in glory. Then you know which king you've come to meet." The king of 
wrath that he poured out on sin thereupon a cross but not your body, his, and the king of love that says, "Father, 
forgive them." You'll never know that heart of God until you come to Jerusalem and see what God did 2,000 years 
ago on that hill called Golgotha, also called Calvary. 
1 Corinthians 11:23–26 (NKJV) 23 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus on the same night in which 
He was betrayed took bread; 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you; do this 
in remembrance of Me.” 25 In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till He 
comes.  

 
Kings table is in Jerusalem / Commune Only Happens by What Happened 2,000 years Ago in Jerusalem 
The King’s table is in Jerusalem, let us never forget that.  Communion with God only happens by what happened in 
Jerusalem 2,000 years ago on a hill called Calvary. 
 
 



Christmas Came as Babe – 2nd Return Come as the Warrior 
Let's all see something here. Jesus's second coming, he's going to come on a horse and he's going to come in 
power with a sword. But that's not how he came in his first coming. He came as a babe born in a manger. Is 
anything more gentle than a baby? He comes like that so we can see that he did not come for war against us. He 
came lowly and gentle to us and for us. If Jesus would've came 2000 years ago in the fashion that we read of 
Revelation 19, riding on a white horse, which is the sign of a conquering general, with a rogue dipped in blood and 
with a sharp two-edged sword, I would die before I'd ever make it to Jerusalem to see him. 
 
But he comes as a babe in Bethlehem, to show that he came in peace. And he comes to offer peace that people 
who will receive the peace offer through the blood of the lamb, Jesus Christ, can have peace with God. And the 
handwriting of the requirements that were against them would be wiped away. So the picture is here with 
Mephibosheth. "I come in peace to you. The handwriting of the requirement that the world would put against you 
of being a threat to my kingdom, I wipe away. I invite you to the king's table." What a beautiful picture for us as we 
look at the babe in Bethlehem, and we see a God who would come in that gentleness and be humble all the way to 
the cross so that he might invite us to the king's table in Jerusalem. That's amazing love. 
 
But he will come as he said he would, as described and fashioned in Revelation 19. And he will come on that white 
horse, the conquering king, for anyone who would not come to Jerusalem and reject his peace offer. 
Luke 2:7 (NKJV) 7 And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was 
no room for them in the inn.  
 
Revelation 19:11–16 (NKJV) 11 Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and 
in righteousness He judges and makes war. 12 His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. He had a name written that 
no one knew except Himself. 13 He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. 14 And the armies in 
heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses. 15 Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should 
strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 
16 And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS  

 
Bethlehem / Known Bread & Sheep / Migdal Edar 
Just one more thought to think about this Christmas, as it totally blows me away; Bethlehem was known for bread, 
wheat and barley, but you know what else it was known for?  Sheep!  There is a little golden nugget in the Mishnah 
(which is the rabbinical teaching on the OT), and they say that just on the northern end of Bethlehem, at a place 
called “Migdal Edar” (which is mentioned in 2 places in the OT (Micah and Genesis).  Migdal Edar means the “the 
tower of the flock”, and it was a tower to not only watch over the flock, but to protect the flocks from bandits and 
predators.  For you see, these weren’t just ordinary sheep, these sheep were destined for a purpose (mind you 
Bethlehem is only 5 miles from Jerusalem, and the tower at Migdal Edar is only about 2.5 miles from Jerusalem.  
Migdal Edar (Bethlehem) according to the ancient rabbis was the place that the Passover Lambs that would be 
sacrificed at the Temple would be delivered and raised.  Female Sheep (ewes) who were pregnant were brought to 
Migdal Edar, and when they delivered, the shepherds would receive them, give special attention to them to ensure 
that they would remain perfect (spotless without blemish).  The rabbis it is said even trained the shepherds on how 
to raise these Lambs, for they were destined to become Passover sacrifices at the Temple.  Any lambs that were 
not perfect at birth were cast out of fields.  Jesus Christ, the final Lamb of God, who would take away the sins of 
the world was born in Bethlehem, the place where the millions of other Passover lambs were born, 33 years later 
but Jesus would be “The Last Lamb” needed. 
Genesis 35:21 ( NKJV ) 21Then Israel journeyed and pitched his tent beyond the tower of Eder.  
 
Micah 4:8 ( NKJV ) 8    And you, O tower of the flock,    The stronghold of the daughter of Zion,    To you shall it come,    Even the 
former dominion shall come,    The kingdom of the daughter of Jerusalem.” 
 
Luke 2:8 ( NKJV ) 8Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.  
 
John 1:29 ( NKJV ) 29The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the 
sin of the world!  

 
 
 



2 Samuel 9:8 Then he bowed himself, and said, “What is your servant, that you should look upon such a dead 
dog as I?”  
 
Why Kindness – Covenant with Father 
Why did David show kindness to a “dead dog”, because I have made a covenant with your father, that is why.  It 
isn’t based on you, but based on my relationship with your father. 
1 Samuel 20:14–16 (NKJV) 14 And you shall not only show me the kindness of the LORD while I still live, that I may not die; 15 but you shall not cut 
off your kindness from my house forever, no, not when the LORD has cut off every one of the enemies of David from the face of the earth.” 16 So 
Jonathan made a covenant with the house of David, saying, “Let the LORD require it at the hand of David’s enemies.”  

 
Jesus & Father Have Covenant 
The father and the son have made a covenant. And that covenant has been signed and sealed in blood, it's 
irrevocable. That covenant is John 3:16 for God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son, that who so 
ever should believe in him shall not perish but have everlasting life. That's the covenant, and it's perpetual, 
unbreakable, and it's available. That's what makes it so powerful. It's not just that it's forever perpetual and 
unbreakable, but it's available for me and you. All we have to do is come to Jerusalem and claim it. Come to the 
king's table and receive it. 
Matthew 26:27–28 (NKJV) 27 Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. 28 For this is My 
blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.  
 
John 3:16–17 (NKJV) 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.  

 
Notice – Jonathan’s Son Mephibosheth 
Jonathan’s Son Mephibosheth – notice how I have continually said, Jonathan’s Son Mephibosheth.  David’s 
kindness towards Jonathan’s Son Mephibosheth, is because of Jonathan, not Jonathan’s Son Mephibosheth 
 
Based on Covenant – Before You Were Even Born 
based on a covenant that I made with you before you were even born. 
Ephesians 1:4–6 (NKJV) 4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in 
love, 5 having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, 6 to the praise of the glory 
of His grace, by which He made us accepted in the Beloved.  
 
Romans 5:8 (NKJV) 8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  

 
Jonathan’s Son Mephibosheth Given the Inheritance of Saul (9:9-10) 
2 Samuel 9:9 And the king called to Ziba, Saul’s servant, and said to him, “I have given to your master’s son all 
that belonged to Saul and to all his house.  
2 Samuel 9:10 You therefore, and your sons and your servants, shall work the land for him, and you shall bring in 
the harvest, that your master’s son may have food to eat. But Mephibosheth your master’s son shall eat bread 
at my table always.” Now Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty servants.  
 
Restored of His Father’s Inheritance / Everything that was His / 2 Cor 5:17 
Mephibosheth has been restored everything of his father. And what is the application for us? Those who are 
bankrupt. This goes all the way back for us, back before the fall, in the garden of what God's intent was for us. And 
we'll fully reap that when we enter into the eternal heaven with him, perfect bodies, perfect hearts, no sin, no 
more pain, no more suffering. Just like Mephibosheth, the former things that passed away, all things that become 
new, and so the promise for us. 
2 Corinthians 5:17 (NKJV) 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become 
new.  

 
Wealth So Great 
The wealth is so great for Mephibosheth that it takes 35 people to manage it; now that is great wealth, that is a 
tremendous inheritance.  Christian don’t live as a pauper, claim your inheritance. 
Ephesians 1:3 (NKJV) 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places in Christ,  



 
Ephesians 1:18–20 (NKJV) 18 the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the 
riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the 
working of His mighty power 20 which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly 
places,  
 
1 Peter 1:3–4 (NKJV) 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a 
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, 
reserved in heaven for you,  

 
1 Chronicles 4:10 (NKJV) 10 And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, “Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and enlarge my territory, that 
Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, that I may not cause pain!” So God granted him what he requested.  
 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
Jonathan’s Son Mephibosheth Eats Daily at the King’s table (9:11-13) 
2 Samuel 9:11 Then Ziba said to the king, “According to all that my lord the king has commanded his servant, so 
will your servant do.” “As for Mephibosheth,” said the king, “he shall eat at my table like one of the king’s sons.”  
 
All Those Sons of David – But We Don’t Eat Until Mephibosheth is Seated 
David has lots of sons, it would take quite a process to get them all to the table for dinner as we parents all know.  
But even when all are present, and they say lets eat, David would be no, not until Mephibosheth is seated, we 
don’t eat until Mephibosheth comes. 
2 Samuel 3:2–5 (NKJV) 2 Sons were born to David in Hebron: His firstborn was Amnon by Ahinoam the Jezreelitess; 3 his second, Chileab, by 
Abigail the widow of Nabal the Carmelite; the third, Absalom the son of Maacah, the daughter of Talmai, king of Geshur; 4 the fourth, Adonijah 
the son of Haggith; the fifth, Shephatiah the son of Abital; 5 and the sixth, Ithream, by David’s wife Eglah. These were born to David in Hebron.  
 
2 Samuel 5:13–16 (NKJV) 13 And David took more concubines and wives from Jerusalem, after he had come from Hebron. Also more sons and 
daughters were born to David. 14 Now these are the names of those who were born to him in Jerusalem: Shammua, Shobab, Nathan, Solomon, 15 
Ibhar, Elishua, Nepheg, Japhia, 16 Elishama, Eliada, and Eliphelet.  

 
2 Samuel 9:12 Mephibosheth had a young son whose name was Micha. And all who dwelt in the house of Ziba 
were servants of Mephibosheth.  
2 Samuel 9:13 So Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem, for he ate continually at the king’s table. And he was lame 
in both his feet.  
 
Son Micha 
So if Mephibosheth had a son after coming to Jerusalem, that would mean that David most likely provided the 
bride for him; David provided everything for him.  So again the picture of our Lord for us, and you who are married, 
cherish the treasure that was given to you. 
 
Micah Means – Who is Like God 
So Mephibosheth named him Micha, and that means “who is like God”, and when you fully step back, consider 
your helpless state, then be brought to the Kings table, receive an inheritance and all His goodness, who cannot 
say “who is like God”, Amen! 
 
The Oneness of Dipping Bread 
In those days and that culture, you didn’t get a plate, you got a piece of bread.  Then on the table was a bowl with 
the food, hummus like spread, or some savory mix, and you dipped your piece of bread into the bowl and then eat.  
Because you would bite into the bread, and dip again, or your hand would touch the mix, it was considered by 
them that as they were exchanging fluids and touch, and then partaking it into themselves, that they were actually 
becoming one with each other, and therefore eating was considered very intimate, and a high union together.  
Hence why the Lord’s supper is such a high calling among His sons and daughters 



Matthew 26:26–29 (NKJV) 26 And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to the disciples and said, “Take, eat; 
this is My body.” 27 Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. 28 For this is My blood of the 
new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. 29 But I say to you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that 
day when I drink it new with you in My Father’s kingdom.”  

 
Saved Us for a Personal Relationship 
He saved us for a personal relationship, to sit at the table and be one with Him, to commune, to talk, and……. So he 
can look upon us, adore us, look into our eyes and say ohhh my Ray, my Renee, My Wayne, My Camden…… oh 
how I love you. 
 
The Word of God is Living & Powerful 
The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives. 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

 
In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  
• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
 
Boldly Come to Throne of Grace 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might work in 
you, and through you. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
End of Study. 
 
  



2 Samuel 10 
2 Samuel 10:1-19 
 
The Word of God is Living & Powerful 
The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives. 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

 
In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  

• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
 
Boldly Come to Throne of Grace 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might work in 
you, and through you. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
Introduction 
David is king, living in peace for the most part, but the enemy never rests, and so here the enemy takes 
opportunity to stir a people, and to bring war upon David, and so a picture of the Christian life, and much to glean 
from for us today in our walk with the Lord.  So let’s jump into the Word of God before us today. 

 
Outline 2 Samuel 10:1-19: 

• King of Ammon Dies (1:1) 

• David Sends Delegation to Comfort king of Ammon (10:2) 

• David’s Kind Intentions Challenged (10:3) 

• David’s Delegates Humiliated by King of Ammon (10:4-5) 

• Ammon Hires Syrian Mercenaries (10:6) 

• Battle Lines are Drawn, Plans are Made (10:7-12) 

• Ammon and Mercenaries Defeated (10:13-14) 

• Syrians Regather for Battle and are Defeated by David (10:15-19) 
 
King of Ammon Dies (1:1) 
2 Samuel 10:1 It happened after this that the king of the people of Ammon died, and Hanun his son reigned in 
his place.  
 
Ammon = Jordon 
Ammon is present day Jordon.  To which I say, keep an eye on Jordon, as they will no doubt play a vital role in the 
last days of the middle-East 
 
David Sends Delegation to Comfort king of Ammon (10:2) 
2 Samuel 10:2 Then David said, “I will show kindness to Hanun the son of Nahash, as his father showed kindness 
to me.” So David sent by the hand of his servants to comfort him concerning his father. And David’s servants 
came into the land of the people of Ammon.  
 
The Kindness of David / Mephibosheth / Now Hanun 
I will show kindness: David’s kindness to Mephibosheth in the previous chapter didn’t end his kind works. Here he 
showed kindness towards a pagan king because he sympathized with the loss of his father. 
 



So David sent by the hand of his servants to comfort him: David wasn’t content to feel kindness towards Hanun. He 
did something to bring the grieving man comfort. 
 
Comfort those Who Mourn 
So we know the rest of the story, of how the new king of Ammon will reject David’s kindness, will humiliate David 
and his kingdom, and we can read through the story, go on the offensive immediately, looking at the injustice 
against David’s ambassadors, and David himself, and read to the repaying for the evil that was done.  And……. Miss 
the heart of god right here, up front, we see David’s heart, and the heart of God.  David is ministering to a son who 
has lost his father.  There is no mention of politics or David trying to keep peace with a neighboring nation, rather 
we read David simply wanting to show kindness, and to comfort a son who has lost his father.   
 
David sends comfort to those who mourn.  We have a picture here of our greater-than-David, Jesus Christ.  And it 
is His mission statement, part of His heart man today, to comfort those who mourn.  When Jesus came on to the 
scene of His public ministry, He gave His mission statement in Luke 4:18, which He is quoting the prophetic passage 
of Isaiah regarding Himself. 
Isaiah 61:1–3 (NKJV) 1 “The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me, Because the LORD has anointed Me To preach good tidings to the poor; He has 
sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives, And the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 2 To proclaim the 

acceptable year of the LORD, And the day of vengeance of our God; To comfort all who mourn, 3 To console those who mourn in Zion, To give 
them beauty for ashes, The oil of joy for mourning, The garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; That they may be called trees of 
righteousness, The planting of the LORD, that He may be glorified.”  
 
Luke 4:18–21 (NKJV) 18 “The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, Because He has anointed Me To preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal 
the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives And recovery of sight to the blind, To set at liberty those who are oppressed; 19 To 
proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD.” 20 Then He closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all who 
were in the synagogue were fixed on Him. 21 And He began to say to them, “Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”  

 
Spirit of Lord Upon Me 
Jesus, God, comforts those who mourn.  It is His mission statement, and He started His statement off with “The 
Spirit of the Lord is Upon Me”.  To which I would ask you today, is the Spirit of the Lord upon you?  If so, comfort 
those who mourn.   
 
Today there are those who mourn among us, they are all around, they have lost loved ones.  May we comfort 
them, for God (like David) sends comforters with flesh and blood, with hands that touch, with eyes that look upon 
with compassion, that send the very heart of God to all who mourn….. as God says to them, says to you today, I 
know what it is to lose a loved one, I gave My Son, I know your pain.  But God doesn’t just send comforters, He is 
the comforter, and I know He wraps you in His arms of love today. 
 
For He is the God who comforts those that mourn, to give beauty for ashes. 
 
David’s Kind Intentions Challenged (10:3) 
2 Samuel 10:3 And the princes of the people of Ammon said to Hanun their lord, “Do you think that David really 
honors your father because he has sent comforters to you? Has David not rather sent his servants to you to 
search the city, to spy it out, and to overthrow it?”  
 
No time to Mourn 
Here come the “princes” adviser, counselors unto Hanun.  Hey Hanun, no time to mourn, no time for comforting, 
you are the man now, and you have a kingdom to run. 
 
Bad Advice – Be Careful Whom Listen to 
This is bad advice. Always be careful to whom you listen. 
 
Notice Environment – and Beware Yourself 
Notice the environment of this bad decision, and may we beware so that we don’t make the same mistake. 



1. It was an emotional moment, he had just lost his dad, he was grieving. – did you know during stress, your 
body produces a hormone called “Cortisol – known as the stress hormone” to help you cope with the 
stress.  

2. Life around him was still happening and he felt he had to make immediate decisions.  The world pressing 
in upon him. 

3. He was stirred to fear of the future (has not David come to overthrow the city) – boy Satan loves to work 
in the realm of fear 

 
Safety in Counselors – But Not Just Any Counselors 
The Scriptures tell us, there is safety in the multitude of counselors, but of course, it can’t just be any counsel, it 
has to be wise godly counsel too: 
Proverbs 15:22 (NKJV) 22 Without counsel, plans go awry, But in the multitude of counselors they are established.  
 
Proverbs 24:6 (NKJV) 6 For by wise counsel you will wage your own war, And in a multitude of counselors there is safety.  
 
Psalm 1:1–3 (NKJV) 1 Blessed is the man Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of 
the scornful; 2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, And in His law he meditates day and night. 3 He shall be like a tree Planted by the rivers of 
water, That brings forth its fruit in its season, Whose leaf also shall not wither; And whatever he does shall prosper.  

 
I Look at Who People’s Counselors Are 
In my dealings in life, like all of us, we have people we deal with.  I take note of who people hang out with, it gives 
me insight into who has their ears, who has influence on them. 
 
Danger – Those who have no Counselors 
I not only look at a person in who is their counsel, who is their circle that they hang out with, because I know that's 
where they're hearing the voices and the words when they speak, and say this is what's going on, and then gives 
his opinion. But I don't just look at who their counselors are, I also look for those who have no counselors, because 
then I'm equally concerned about that person who never seeks godly counsel, who thinks they have it all figured 
out, that they're smarter than everyone else, and everyone else is fools. They are equally as dangerous. 
 
Counselors Everywhere – Internet & TV 
There's another level of counselors now that's all around us, and they're just the click of a button away, and 
anybody can seem spiritual, mature, wise on the internet. We don't know. People can seem to be all this, and then 
some, in real life and they're on the television, or whatever. Deep down in their hearts, they're not. But the world 
looks and has a whole another group of counselors that they turn to, and they've never met them. Never had a 
conversation with them. Never got to truly know their heart. So there's another level of counselors that we need 
to be on guard about. 
 
Pray for Kim Jung-Un & President Trump 
In this chapter, definitely needs to be a chapter that we seize, and not just some common chapter, but this chapter 
could speak literally the life that we live today. The difference between our generation and the generation to 
follow is wise counsel, and we don't know the counsel that this man in North Korea receives. We need to pray for 
the counsel he receives, and how he receives it. This story could very well be the story of the United States and 
North Korea. But along that line too is we need to pray, not just for the President of the United States, but we 
need to pray for who his counselors are. Where is he receiving counsel from? Are they wise? Are they full the 
flesh? And could they be a pawn in the hand of the enemy, that gets into the ear of a president, that changes our 
whole lives? 
 
We need to be in prayer about this, and I mean this beyond just teaching a Bible study. I mean it. With our hearts 
poured out on Tuesday night in prayer. A continual cry from our morning devotions, based on a regular basis. Lord, 
I pray for the governing authorities. Give them wisdom and give them wise counsel. 
 
 
 



David’s Delegates Humiliated by King of Ammon (10:4-5) 
2 Samuel 10:4 Therefore Hanun took David’s servants, shaved off half of their beards, cut off their garments in 
the middle, at their buttocks, and sent them away.  
 
Beards were Sign of Masculinity 
2 Samuel chapter 10. So the King of Ammon, he disgraces these men by cutting off their beard, half of their beard. 
In that time and culture it was a sign of respect and manliness to have a beard. In this culture at this time only a 
slave would be clean shaven. A free man had a beard, and a beard was so representative of the man that you 
would make a oath on your beard. It would be like making an oath on the name of your family. This is so sure to 
happen, that it's the honor of my family that I make this name, this oath to you.  And so he shaves half their beard 
to humiliate them and then he cuts off half of their pants up to their buttocks to humiliate them more. So this is 
the message that he sends back to King David.  These men would be wearing royal garments, royal robes as 
delegates of David, and so the cutting of the robe is a dishonoring to the kingdom and to the king, David himself. 
 
Its Ashamed Nakedness is no Longer Ashamed / Modesty – because Something God Reserved for the Spouses 
But it is a shame in the day that we live in that it's no longer a shame to dress half naked. Now it's paraded and 
exalted to be undressed in public in many ways. That's not legalism. It's God's intention. He isn't being judgmental 
or heavy handed when he speaks to women to dress modestly and the application is for men too. Because there 
are certain things that are intended by God to only be enjoyed, revealed, experienced between the husband and 
wife and that is very much that physical part. And so it's a shame to watch today's society tear that down. It's a 
cultural stronghold but I'm not afraid to speak against it because I know the spiritual war behind it. The intention 
of the evil one is to minimize it, to diminish it, to no longer make it sacred and holy, something that was set apart 
between a man and a woman. Now it's revealed for all to leave little imagination. 
1 Timothy 2:9–10 (NKJV) 9 in like manner also, that the women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with propriety and moderation, not with 
braided hair or gold or pearls or costly clothing, 10 but, which is proper for women professing godliness, with good works.  

 
Men of High Standing - Ambassadors 
These men that would have been sent would have been of high position, that's what we do today in the United 
States when leader of another world country, we don't send Joe Smith, we send secretary of state or someone of 
that level, because we're making a statement to them of, we value you, we want to continue our relationship with 
you. It's a gesture of peace and of course kindness. So these aren't just grab the two guys standing out by the posts 
and send them. These would be high officials, very respected men, very dignified men, very honorable men there 
in the nation of Israel. So what is to happen to them makes this all the more shocking that it was done to them. 
 
We Are Ambassadors 
These men didn't just represent themselves, they represented their country, and thus their king; so this shaming is 
directed ultimately at David. 
 
You know, you as a Christian when people try to shame you for being a Christian, for mocking you, maybe even 
attacking your character or whatever it might be, it's a direct assault/offense upon our King because we're 
ambassadors. Just remember that ultimately, they are offending the King, King Jesus. 
 
Have Your Kind Intentions Ever Been Misunderstood? / I am Reminded – God Himself Misunderstood! 
Have you ever been misunderstood with kind intentions and someone turns it and twists it into evil and hatred 
upon you? It's painful, it's absolutely painful.  

• I'm reminded of a God in heaven who went, who was seated, and left his seat in heaven and came to 
earth to demonstrate his love for man, to show man God's love, to show man his intention to rescue them 
out of this fallen world, rescue them out of the sin that captivated them, held them captive, and 
eventually would kill them. He came and showed them the way. He being the way. The greatest act of 
love. Yet his beard was plucked out, his robe was ripped off of him. He was shamed, he was mocked. He 
was totally misunderstood. That's the God loves you, gave his only begotten Son for you that you may 
have everlasting life. 

 



2 Samuel 10:5 When they told David, he sent to meet them, because the men were greatly ashamed. And the 
king said, “Wait at Jericho until your beards have grown, and then return.”  
 
Humiliation Would have Been Done in Palace – Long Walk Home 
This king would have done this in the palace. These men would have walked out of the city with half of their beard 
shaven and their robes cut at their buttocks for that humiliation and all the city would have saw them and mocked 
them, laughed at them. Oh the shames and the disgrace and the embarrassment upon these men who came in 
peace and they leave in disgrace. That was a long walk out of the city and they had a long walk home of, now 
what? 
 
David Sends the Shamed Men Word 
David sends ambassadors to Ammon in regard to death of the king, and now he sends message to these men who 
have been shamed and humiliated.  These men are greeted and met at their lowest moment.  This is the heart of 
God, David reflects it as being a man after God’s own heart.  God’s heart is to meet people at their lowest moment, 
to meet and minister to them so that they stand not alone in it. 
 
David’s Message Comes to Them (I Am with You) 
David’s message comes, I stand with you, my brothers. David’s message comes. I give you covering. David’s 
message comes and supplies funding. You stay here until your beards grow back. David’s message comes and 
identifies, associates and then covers their shame. David doesn't say what type of men are you to me. You should 
have laid your life down. David’s message didn't come and say that you're weak, depart from me. David’s message 
comes and he covers them, and so is that picture for us for a brother or sister, who is humbled in any way, 
whether self or by the world. We come and we identify with them. We come, we stand with them. We come and 
we cover them. We come and we comfort them, that they know there is no shame from me on to you. I come to 
cover you. 
 
Ammon Hires Syrian Mercenaries (10:6) 
2 Samuel 10:6 When the people of Ammon saw that they had made themselves repulsive to David, the people 
of Ammon sent and hired the Syrians of Beth Rehob and the Syrians of Zoba, twenty thousand foot soldiers; and 
from the king of Maacah one thousand men, and from Ish-Tob twelve thousand men.  
 
Compounding Sin 
Now the king of Ammon rather than say let's talk, let's reason this together, he compounds his sin. It's what I call 
compounding sin. It's like compounding interest. If you can gather that concept rather than just being $100 in the 
hole. They go and compound it by gathering these Syrian mercenaries, men for hire to make things worse. What 
could've been ended with a conversation, what could've been ended with just hearing the heart of David doesn't 
get even to the table and here comes close to 33,000 mercenaries. When it's all over, tens of thousands of men 
will die this compounding sin. So often, that's just the way it is. We mess up rather than saying, "I messed up. I'm 
sorry, forgive me," a person builds on it, a person compounds it by taking it to another level. What could've been 
resolved and forgotten now gets compounded and extrapolated and there's not just one or two people that have 
been hurt and affected, now tens, dozens. It ripples itself out and it never comes back to an easy ending of how it 
should've easily ended. 
1 Chronicles 19:6–7 (NKJV) 6 When the people of Ammon saw that they had made themselves repulsive to David, Hanun and the people of 
Ammon sent a thousand talents of silver to hire for themselves chariots and horsemen from Mesopotamia, from Syrian Maacah, and from 
Zobah. 7 So they hired for themselves thirty-two thousand chariots, with the king of Maacah and his people, who came and encamped before 
Medeba. Also the people of Ammon gathered together from their cities, and came to battle.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Battle Lines are Drawn, Plans are Made (10:7-12) 
2 Samuel 10:7 Now when David heard of it, he sent Joab and all the army of the mighty men.  
 
And All the Army of Mighty Men 
I love this phrase…… an army of mighty men.  Oh may God raise up mighty men of God today.  Warriors of God.  
Men and woman, mighty warriors of God.   
 
2 Samuel 10:8 Then the people of Ammon came out and put themselves in battle array at the entrance of the 
gate. And the Syrians of Zoba, Beth Rehob, Ish-Tob, and Maacah were by themselves in the field.  
2 Samuel 10:9 When Joab saw that the battle line was against him before and behind, he chose some of Israel’s 
best and put them in battle array against the Syrians.  
2 Samuel 10:10 And the rest of the people he put under the command of Abishai his brother, that he might set 
them in battle array against the people of Ammon.  
2 Samuel 10:11 Then he said, “If the Syrians are too strong for me, then you shall help me; but if the people of 
Ammon are too strong for you, then I will come and help you.  
 
2 Fronts 
Ammonites and mercenaries created two fronts.  Before and behind, he was surrounded. 

Joab only Knew Attack 
Joab had only one strategy in battle—attack. Many generals would consider surrender when surrounded on both 
sides by the enemy, but not Joab. He called the army to courage and faith and told them to press on. 

• “It is interesting to observe that in his arrangements he made no allowance for the possibility of ultimate 
defeat in his conflict with Ammon … it does not seem to have occurred to him that the combination might 
have been too much for both of them.” (Morgan) 

 
2 Samuel 10:12 Be of good courage, and let us be strong for our people and for the cities of our God. And may 
the LORD do what is good in His sight.”  
 
Ammon & Moab – Pictures of the Flesh 
Here we see that the flesh mounts up and rises up. The flesh will only stay subdued for so long and then it's going 
to rise up and it's going to counter and it's going to come back into an attack mode. That's what we see here as 
Ammon and Moab are always a picture of the flesh in the scripture. And so the spiritual picture given to us is the 
flesh tired of being subdued. Rising up and coming on to a counter attack thinking that it will have victory, rallying 
forces, drawing others to join in. 
 
Keys to Your Battle Plan 
So here is a key to every battle you face, “Be of Good Courage - Be strong –– Look to the Lord”.  That is the battle 
plan for: 

• Your Marriage 

• Your Children 

• Your Personal Purity and Holiness 

• Your Calling in the Great Commission 
The key to every battle you face, “Be of Good Courage - Be strong –– Look to the Lord” 
 
Courage and Strength – Are Choices 
Be of good courage, and let us be strong - Courage and strength are not matters of feeling and circumstance. They 
are matters of choice, especially when God makes His strength available to us. We can be strong in the Lord and in 
the power of His might (Ephesians 6:10).   
Ephesians 6:10 (NKJV) 10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might.  

 
 
 



Fight for Your City 
for our people and for the cities of our God  - Fight for your cities of our God Joab says, and that is what we must 
do. Joab called them to remember all they had to lose. If they lost this battle they would lose both their people and 
their cities. This was a battle bigger than themselves, and the army of the mighty men had to remember that. 
 
Battle is in God’s Hands / Do You Believe God Wants Good For You? 
And may the LORD do what is good in His sight.” - Joab wisely prepared for the battle to the best of his ability and 
worked hard for the victory. At the same time, he knew that the outcome was ultimately in God’s hands.  Do you 
have that same assurance today?  That God wants good for you and this church? 
 
“Be of Good Courage - Be strong –– Look to the Lord”.   
 
James 4:7 (In Context) 
James, and we quote it often but it's quite possibly one of, it's the top ten in the church, most misquoted passages 
where it said resist the devil and he will flee from you. That is true. But the truth of it is the whole context is submit 
to God, resist the devil and he will flee from you. There has to be a submission to God, a trusting of God to bring 
the victory and a willingness to submit to him. Where there is no submitting there is no power of resisting because 
you're not tapped in to the power source that you submitted and plugged in. You can consider submitting as if you 
would just say plug in to God. Tap in to the power source, resist the devil and he will flee from you. And so too 
often people are wondering why they can't overcome this or that and it's because they're sitting there and they 
start with resist the devil. They're trying to resist in their flesh or their mind or some plan or process that they've 
come up. If I do these seven things this is how I will resist the devil but they don't come to the place of submit to 
God. You submit to God, you'll have power to resist the devil and he will flee. 
James 4:7 (NKJV) 7 Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.  

 
Be Strong for Children’s Sake – be the Witness 
Be strong, be of good courage for the people's sake. So parents, be strong, be of good courage for your children's 
sake, the witness before them that they see what's important. They see your priorities, they see your purity. 
 
Did You Make a New Year’s Resolution? 
So this new year's resolution may you see when you purpose to crush and subdue the flesh, the flesh will be 
subdued. It will be defeated. It will retreat. It will regroup and come back. But victory will always be yours on those 
two things, submit to God, resist the devil and the third one is on him and he will flee. Do you believe that as a 
promise of God? He will flee. 
 
We Need to Be Reminded – God’s In Control (Strand Strong – Stand Your Ground) 
There's a time where we all need to be reminded of this: God's in control, be strong, stand your ground, be brave. 
We all need that reminder. 
 
Ammon and Mercenaries Defeated (10:13-14) 
2 Samuel 10:13 So Joab and the people who were with him drew near for the battle against the Syrians, and 
they fled before him.  
2 Samuel 10:14 When the people of Ammon saw that the Syrians were fleeing, they also fled before Abishai, and 
entered the city. So Joab returned from the people of Ammon and went to Jerusalem.  
 
Victory 
It doesn’t even say that Joab engaged the Syrians in battle. This mercenary army fled before the army of the 
mighty men because God was with them. God promised this kind of blessing upon an obedient Israel 
(Deuteronomy 28:7). 
 
When the Ammonites saw the Syrians retreating, they also retreated. They could no more stand before the army 
of the mighty men than the Syrians could. 
 



Syrians Regather for Battle and are Defeated by David (10:15-19) 
2 Samuel 10:15 When the Syrians saw that they had been defeated by Israel, they gathered together.  
2 Samuel 10:16 Then Hadadezer sent and brought out the Syrians who were beyond the River, and they came to 
Helam. And Shobach the commander of Hadadezer’s army went before them.  
 
Syrians Regather 
The Syrians regather and come back to fight again. 
 
There’s the Syrians / Hiring Mercenaries Today 
Boy reading this account is like reading the newspaper today.  The Syrians then, coming against Israel, and the 
Syrians today coming against Israel.  They Syrians then were the mercenaries, guns for hire, for personal gain; the 
Syrians today are the ones hiring the mercenaries, coming in the form of Vladmir Putin and the Russian bear, and 
the Iranian Revolutionary Guard.  As we speak, Iran has military forces (reports of 30,000+, and are building 
military posts – which Israel has bombed once already).  Mark my words, Israel will no way, regardless of what the 
world will say, will Israel allow Iran to build a military base in Syria, which is less than 30 miles from the Israeli 
border.  If Iran doesn’t pull back, I would project an escalated confrontation between Israel and Iran, on the Syrian 
border, sometime in 2018.  Russia has Iran’s back.  The big question is…… who has Israel’s? 
 
2 Samuel 10:17 When it was told David, he gathered all Israel, crossed over the Jordan, and came to Helam. And 
the Syrians set themselves in battle array against David and fought with him.  
2 Samuel 10:18 Then the Syrians fled before Israel; and David killed seven hundred charioteers and forty 
thousand horsemen of the Syrians, and struck Shobach the commander of their army, who died there.  
2 Samuel 10:19 And when all the kings who were servants to Hadadezer saw that they were defeated by Israel, 
they made peace with Israel and served them. So the Syrians were afraid to help the people of Ammon 
anymore.  
 
Incomplete Victory – Until David Joins the Battle 
There was no victory until David joined the battle.  Joab did not have a complete victory, and there was no 
complete victory, until David joined the battle. 
 
David’s Greatest Victory – 41,000 / Greatest Place to be – God’s Will 
Joab comes back with an incomplete battle and victory. David then mounts up and joins the battle, and finds 
himself in what we can trace as his greatest victory. 41,000 of his enemies defeated. There's a place to be, and it's 
in the middle of the war, not in the palace as we'll see.  The greatest place to be, is in God’s will, even if it is in the 
middle of a battlefield.  Hold this thought as we enter into next week’s passage, David and his greatest defeat. 
 
Bad Counsel = 41,000 Deaths 
So here the bad counsel, costs the lives of close to 41,000 men. 
 
The Word of God is Living & Powerful 
The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives. 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

 
In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  

• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
 
 
 



Boldly Come to Throne of Grace 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might work in 
you, and through you. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
End of Study. 
 
  



2 Samuel 11 
2 Samuel 11:1-27 
 
The Word of God is Living & Powerful 
The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives. 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

 
In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  

• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
 
Boldly Come to Throne of Grace 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might work in 
you, and through you. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
A Well-known Story 
Second Samuel Chapter 11, we enter the well-known story, one of the most known stories in all the Bible, the story 
of King David and his adulterous affair with Bathsheba. 
 
Conclusive Evidence Bible is Inspired 
This story of David is literally conclusive proof that the Scriptures are inspired, because nobody in control, such as 
the greatest king of the day, would allow this to be printed. If David as king so desired, he could've had this wiped 
out, stricken from all records. But it isn’t, because it's under divine inspiration of the Holy Spirit. This story exposes 
all the flaws and failures of humans that Jesus Christ would still call them and save them, and that's the power of 
the story. It's the power of the Scriptures. For God so loved the world, and it's the power of the love of God that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that whoever should believe in him should not perish but have everlasting life.  God’s 
great grace, great love, and great mercy, is found in the story of David, and the life of David…… for us to believe, 
that His love, mercy, and grace is for us too today. 
John 3:16–17 (NKJV) 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.  
 
2 Timothy 3:16–17 (NKJV) 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.  

 
Outline 2 Samuel 11:1-27: 

• Israel Lays Siege Against Ammon (without King David there) – (11:1) 

• David Lays with Bathsheba (11:2-4) 

• Bathsheba Becomes Pregnant (11:5) 

• David Tries to Cover His Sin by Tricking Uriah (11:6-13) 

• David Sets Uriah up for Death (11:14-25) 

• David Takes Bathsheba to be His Wife (11:26-27) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Israel Lays Siege Against Ammon (without King David there) – (11:1) 
2 Samuel 11:1 It happened in the spring of the year, at the time when kings go out to battle, that David sent 
Joab and his servants with him, and all Israel; and they destroyed the people of Ammon and besieged Rabbah. 
But David remained at Jerusalem.  
 
God’s Forewarning 
A time when kings went out to war takes us back to Chapter 10, is the siege, or the interim of the battle there at 
Ammon, and Joab's gone back to finish the business that was started by Ammon, by cutting these men's robes and 
beard. Joab's going out by himself. David's not going, and if you recall last week's study, we said Joab had an 
incomplete victory, incomplete victory over the Syrians, and incomplete victory over Ammon. There was not a 
complete victory over the Syrians until David engaged, and when David engaged and joined the battle, for he 
hadn't in the beginning, a complete victory was given over the Syrians, and we ended the last verse with it saying, 
"And the Syrians would help Ammon no more." I believe this was God's grace forewarning of David. You need to be 
in the battle, David. You need to be where the fight is. David should have been out in this fight, because it clearly 
says the time when the kings went out to war, but not this king. 
2 Samuel 10:17–19 (NKJV) 17 When it was told David, he gathered all Israel, crossed over the Jordan, and came to Helam. And the Syrians set 
themselves in battle array against David and fought with him. 18 Then the Syrians fled before Israel; and David killed seven hundred charioteers 

and forty thousand horsemen of the Syrians, and struck Shobach the commander of their army, who died there. 19 And when all the kings who 
were servants to Hadadezer saw that they were defeated by Israel, they made peace with Israel and served them. So the Syrians were afraid to 
help the people of Ammon anymore.  

 
Precursor to this Flow / Wrong Place – Wrong Time 
And there was a precursor to it all that starts the whole thing of adultery. David was in the wrong place, which 
then led him to doing the wrong thing. And I don't think it's a mystery to us when we find ourselves in the wrong 
place. We know it. If there's the Spirit of the Living God inside of us, there's a prompting: this is the wrong place, 
and then it will only lead us to doing the wrong thing. 
 
I remember just giving my life to the Lord and I was in a nightclub. All the activity going on around me, and just this 
moment, it wasn't the voice of the Lord. It was myself asking, which I know is initiated by the Lord. I said, "What 
are you doing here? Why are you here? There's nothing here for you." And I walked out and never went back. And 
I'll tell you, it wasn't hard. It was not hard, because there was a desire to please the Lord and there was the 
wisdom of the Lord. "There's nothing good here. This will never turn out for good." But I was definitely foolish in 
other places, in other ways, so I don't wanna come across as super saint. Definitely not me. He who began a good 
work, and he has been working. Boy, I've been putting him to work. He'll be faithful to complete it. 
 
So David was in the wrong place at the wrong time, and I can literally give you one step to freedom, and it's don't 
be in the wrong place at the wrong time. Flee any place that puts you in that place. It's not hard, and I can give 12 
applications in how to have these victories over the flesh, or I could just go real simple, rule one, and it would be 
done. David was in the wrong place at the wrong time, and if you will put yourself in the right place all the time, 
then you will have victory. 
 
David Lays with Bathsheba (11:2-4) 
2 Samuel 11:2 Then it happened one evening that David arose from his bed and walked on the roof of the king’s 
house. And from the roof he saw a woman bathing, and the woman was very beautiful to behold.  
 
Evening 
Evening – as this word is used elsewhere, it is early evening, and thus springtime, it is somewhere around 7-9pm.  
Some think that David is awaking from an afternoon nap or siesta. 
 
Good to Work & be Tired 
There's something to be said about working so hard and serving the Lord and serving your family and being 
involved in the church and the things of the Lord that when you get home, it just feels good to turn off that light 
and go to bed. Not David. He's not tired. He's not bored. Or he is bored, and he's looking for something to do. 
 



Roof 
Roof – in that culture rooftops where equivalent to our decks and patios. 
 
Saw 
Saw – this word here means “to see, to understand, to look, examine, inspect”.  The word used is common 
throughout scriptures. 
 
David Looked – And then Thought 
But, it says that David looked upon her. He saw her, and he looked upon her. There seems to be a staring, a gazing. 
Rather than a seeing and fleeing, there is a seeing and setting his eyes upon her that he saw not just a woman, but 
the features of this woman to determine that she was very beautiful.   
 
David About 50 / Not Just a Young Man Thing 
The best we can do is give range of when this happened, and based on David becomes king at age 30, reigns 40 
years, died at 70. Based on the chronology of what we have studied up to this point, with 7 years before David 
unites the whole kingdom; David is at least 40, but more likely closer to 50.  Lust is not just a young man thing, it is 
a man/woman thing at any age, and thus never let your guard down regarding it. 
 
The Greatest Sex Organ – the Mind 
She has entered David’s mind, his thought.  You see this is where it all plays out. The greatest sex organ of the 
human body is the mind, and that's how God has designed it, because God is a master designer, and this brain that 
we have is amazing, the way God has designed it. 
 
Today’s Culture Parades Immodesty and Immorality 
We live in a culture that has no modesty. We discussed that last week. Certain things that are reserved for 
husband and wife behind the doors, the closed doors, of the bedroom. But we now live in a culture that doesn't 
just cast off modesty, it parades it. It exalts immodesty and celebrates immorality, so much so that it becomes 
normal, acceptable. 
 
The Devil Waited for David 
This is David’s sin, fully.  But you can be sure the Devil waited, and waited, and waited, for a moment like this.  
And, the Devil, as is his tactics, feed or at the least aided, these thoughts.   It is what he does, and he is a master at 
it, and he is working today just the same all around you.  His first goal is to plant a thought……. 
James 1:12–15 (NKJV) 12 Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the 
Lord has promised to those who love Him. 13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor 
does He Himself tempt anyone. 14 But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. 15 Then, when desire has 
conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death.  

 
The Devil and his Arrows 
Be sober, be watchful: your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: 
whom withstand steadfast in your faith, knowing that the same sufferings are accomplished in your brethren who 
are in the world.  -1 Pet. 5:8-9 That no advantage may be gained over us by Satan: for we are not ignorant of his 
devices.  2 Cor. 2:11 These two scriptural passages indicate to us how full of evil devices Satan is. His basic work is 
to camouflage whatever he does so that people will not know it is his doing! He even fashions himself into an angel 
of light (2 Cor. 11:14). All his works are done under the cover of deceit. When he speaks a lie, he speaks of his own: 
for he is a liar and he always lies (John 8:44). Of all that he has ever done, he has never willingly and openly 
acknowledged anything as his work. If he were to make a public report of his works, probably nobody would want 
them; everyone would probably resist them. For this reason, he always disguises his work in a multitude of ways. 
The Work of Satan Satan’s works are manifold. In order for a Christian to walk well before God, he must learn how 
to resist Satan. In order to do that, he must discern what is the work of Satan. According to the judgment of the 
Bible, many so-called natural things are actually Satanic works. From a human point of view we may consider 
something to be incidental, natural, or circumstantial, but the Bible distinctly labels it as the work of the devil. If we 



are to follow a straight course, God’s children must not be ignorant of the devices of Satan—how full of wiles he is, 
how pretentious and deceptive. We should recognize him in order to resist him. 
*Nee, Watchman. Watchman Nee Resist the Devil (The Watchman Nee Writings Book 1) (pp. 1-2). Unknown. Kindle Edition. 
 
1 Peter 5:8–9 (NKJV) 8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. 9 
Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world.  
 
2 Corinthians 2:11 (NKJV) 11 lest Satan should take advantage of us; for we are not ignorant of his devices.  
 
2 Corinthians 11:14 (NKJV) 14 And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light.  
 
John 8:44 (NKJV) 44 You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and 
does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the 
father of it.  

 
Our Mind and How Designed 
Listen Christian, regardless of age, and regardless of marital status.  You must, more so than any other cultural in 
the history of mankind, yes even Sodom, be on guard of the eye-gate.  Images and thoughts are meant to be 
dedicated to the husband and the wife.  The images (of the body) are meant to be only of the images of their 
spouse, and then the thoughts that follow are only to be of the spouse, and what you have is a beautiful 
“programming” that God has designed to make the two, one.  So the danger, especially in this immodest cultural, 
is to the flooding in of “other’ images, that if not captured turn into “thoughts” that then compete for something 
that was never meant to be in the programming.  Our minds as God has designed regarding things of intimacy are 
like a movie, which as we watch a movie we think it is one long continual action, but in reality a movie is made of 
still images, thousands upon thousands, even millions, all pieced together (taped in old days), and then when run 
on a projector it is one continual action.  That is very much like our minds as each image, as it is pieced together, 
make the movie (if you will) of your love life, and all those still images are intended to be images of the spouse god 
has given you, and not meant to have and be interrupted by other images, which distort and destroy the movie 
God desires for you and your spouse.  Hence why the vileness of taking every thought captive, so it doesn’t distort 
and destroy what God is desiring to do in your marriage.  
2 Corinthians 10:4–6 (NKJV) 4 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, 5 casting down 
arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, 
6 and being ready to punish all disobedience when your obedience is fulfilled.  
 
Proverbs 23:7 (NKJV) 7 For as he thinks in his heart, so is he. “Eat and drink!” he says to you, But his heart is not with you.  
 
Genesis 2:24–25 (NKJV) 24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. 25 And 
they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.  

 
Regardless of your age, you must always be on guard.  Back to our study last week on we cant resist the Devil, 
without first submitting to God, seeking Him, His plan, and His power.  David is in the wrong place at the wrong 
time. 
James 4:7–8 (NKJV) 7 Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. 
Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded.  

 
2 Samuel 11:3 So David sent and inquired about the woman. And someone said, “Is this not Bathsheba, the 
daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?”  
 
Not as Random as Think 
I want to tell you that this event isn't as random as it may seem, for that question, David said, "Who is that 
woman?" To which the answer comes back, "It's Uriah's wife." Do you really think David would just know one of 
the hundreds of thousands of soldiers that he has, and knows Uriah? No. See, what is going on here is Uriah didn't 
just happen to live next to the king's palace. The inner circle was next to the king's palace. You just didn't happen 
to buy a piece of property next to the king, and this man Uriah, he's not just one of the hundreds of thousands a 
foot soldier. He's not just going to happen to buy a piece of property next to the palace, and what we will see, and 
this will be vital in understanding down the road, but it's vital here and now in our story, and that is Bathsheba is: 

• Grand-daughter to David’s chief counselor Ahithophel 



• She is daughter to Eliam, one of only 37 of David’s mighty men 

• She is wife to Uriah, one of only 37 of David’s mighty men 
2 Samuel 23:8 (NKJV) 8 These are the names of the mighty men whom David had: …….. 
 
2 Samuel 23:34 (NKJV) 34 Eliphelet the son of Ahasbai, the son of the Maachathite, Eliam the son of Ahithophel the Gilonite,  
 
2 Samuel 15:12 (NKJV) 12 Then Absalom sent for Ahithophel the Gilonite, David’s counselor, from his city—from Giloh—while he offered 
sacrifices. And the conspiracy grew strong, for the people with Absalom continually increased in number.  
 
2 Samuel 23:39 (NKJV) 39 and Uriah the Hittite: thirty-seven in all.  

 
When Did David First Think About Bathsheba 
To which I wonder, when was the first time David thought about Bathsheba, was it this night, or back at one of the 
celebrations,  
 
Treading Dangerous Ground – Bathsheba Knows 
And so we never read of the indictment against Bathsheba, but I'll tread into the waters that if you will dare, and I 
believe she's not as innocent a victim, that she had no say, because who could say no to the king? I believe there's 
something here that she plays a role in this, as she knows very well who her neighbor is. 
 
2 Samuel 11:4 Then David sent messengers, and took her; and she came to him, and he lay with her, for she was 
cleansed from her impurity; and she returned to her house.  
 
Sex is Not the Problem – Lust Is / Coveting = Lusting 
Sex is not the problem. Lust is.  God designed sex, and the beauty and unity that it is meant to be within the 
bounds of marriage.  Christian don’t let Satan pervert the beauty of sex and its intent as God made it to be.  God 
designed sex, it was His idea, so lets not be so fearful of lust that we destroy the beauty of sex (intimacy) between 
male and female, within the bounds of marriage. 
Genesis 2:24–25 (NKJV) 24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. 25 And 
they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.  

 
The 10 commandments, thou shall not commit adultery, and so David is guilty of breaking that commandment, but 
before that commandment was broken, he broke this one that is key for all understanding, and it is thou shall not 
covet thy neighbor's wife.  Coveting is wanting something that God has not given you, it is something that is not 
yours, David coveted what was not his, but Uriah’s, and that was Uriah’s wife! 
Exodus 20:13–17 (NKJV) 13 “You shall not murder. 14 “You shall not commit adultery. 15 “You shall not steal. 16 “You shall not bear false witness 
against your neighbor. 17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, nor his male servant, nor his 
female servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor anything that is your neighbor’s.”  

 
Lust is coveting. Lust is not being satisfied with what you have. Coveting is not being satisfied with what you have, 
and David coveted his neighbor's wife, Uriah’s wife. 
 
Lust Promises to Serve & Please / But Only Dominates & Destroys 
Sexual sin promises to serve and please, but only desires to dominate and destroy. 
 
David will Never Be King and Father Like Was before This 
David will never be the king, the husband, the father, or the man that he was before this moment. The 
consequences are tremendous. 
 
Protect & Provide 
These warnings of God are warnings, and he calls sin "sin" for two reasons: protect and providing. He wants to 
protect us from something that will harm and damage us, and he wants to provide for us something that can only 
come through obedience through his word. And here in purity, he wants to protect us from giving ourselves away 
like an onion, layer by layer until there's nothing left, because God has designed this wonderful marriage. He 



invented it, and he designed it, that you're giving yourself away, but the two become one, united as one, and that 
can only happen through the bounds of marriage, and anything else is a giving away and a losing, a tearing away. 
 
Let It be Known – Still Man After God’s Own Heart 
And let it be known, this is David. This is a man who loves God, and that should be a sobering word for every one of 
us, the potential of sin, whatever the sin is. Surely David did not wake up and plan this. But this was in the work, 
because no man crumbles in a day, and slowly, over time, brought David to this morning that he woke up and finds 
himself in a place that he later would give everything and anything to have never traded onto. 
1 Samuel 13:14 (NKJV) 14 But now your kingdom shall not continue. The LORD has sought for Himself a man after His own heart, and the LORD 
has commanded him to be commander over His people, because you have not kept what the LORD commanded you.”  
 
Acts 13:22 (NKJV) 22 And when He had removed him, He raised up for them David as king, to whom also He gave testimony and said, ‘I have 
found David the son of Jesse, a man after My own heart, who will do all My will.’  

 
Bathsheba Becomes Pregnant (11:5) 
2 Samuel 11:4 Then David sent messengers, and took her; and she came to him, and he lay with her, for she was 
cleansed from her impurity; and she returned to her house.  
2 Samuel 11:5 And the woman conceived; so she sent and told David, and said, “I am with child.”  
 
She was Cleansed 
This is added for us so that there would be no doubt, as Bathsheba had just finished her menstrual cycle, had 
performed her religious duty regarding it, and thus very clearly she was not pregnant by Uriah. 
 
Math Will Tell 
There is no way out of this one now, the math will tell. 
 
Look at Flow 
Look at the flow. He saw, he sent, he took, and he lay. Like an ox led to the slaughter, he couldn't stop himself. 

David Isolated Himself 
So David is isolated, and how I gather that and come to that conclusion is that David is obviously not on the 
battlefield surrounded by his comrades, or his mighty men, that he has drawn so close to. 
 
David is not in the presence of God, because the arc is out on the battlefield. David's not going down and sitting 
before the arc in that tabernacle that we've studied in the past. David is not surrounded by Godly council, as we 
studied that last week, the wisdom of Godly council, because Nathan is not going to come before him for a year, 
because by the time this event is over and Nathan comes before him, the child is born, there's at least nine 
months, and then throw in some time there. 
 
And David is not surrounded by Abigail, or the other wives that we've read about, because if he was looking for 
intimacy, he had more than enough there, right there, within his palace. And so there's some distancing there that 
we read. 
 
David is isolated himself, and that's what Satan loves to do, is get us isolated, because then he can work on our 
minds uninterrupted, without anybody coming and interrupting his play upon our minds. 
 
Tell you Now – Not Later / Turn Defeat into Sweet-Revenge 
I do not want to wait until the end of this message, I must say it now, whatever it is that is weighing on your heart 
right now, that failure (whether it be adultery, lust, pornography, drugs, alcohol, abuse, whatever it may be)….. 
take that defeat and turn it into sweet revenge against the enemy. 
 
 
 
 



David Tries to Cover His Sin by Tricking Uriah (11:6-13) 
2 Samuel 11:6 Then David sent to Joab, saying, “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab sent Uriah to David.  
2 Samuel 11:7 When Uriah had come to him, David asked how Joab was doing, and how the people were doing, 
and how the war prospered.  
2 Samuel 11:8 And David said to Uriah, “Go down to your house and wash your feet.” So Uriah departed from 
the king’s house, and a gift of food from the king followed him.  
2 Samuel 11:9 But Uriah slept at the door of the king’s house with all the servants of his lord, and did not go 
down to his house.  
 
Cover Up / Spiral of Desperation / Sin Diminishing Reasoning  
So now David's gonna cover it up, and we're gonna watch a spiral of desperation and how sin destroys our thinking 
ability. Here's a man who wrote beautiful songs, led wonderful and mighty military excursions, and now here he is 
because of sin, he can't even think straight, and he's gonna lose all of his reasoning abilities. That's what sin will do 
to you. And the deeper and the longer you let it linger, the more deceived your thoughts will be. You won't think 
straight. 
 
More Cover – More Bondage 
And the more you try to cover it up, the more bondage you'll find yourself in and the greater the mess will be. 
There's just a place that you come and find that the truth will set you free. It's a hard immediate, but it's a freeing 
future. Whereas most people trade an easy immediate by lying and cheating and covering it up, and then they'll 
live in bondage continually for the future. They'll never be free. 
 
2 Samuel 11:10 So when they told David, saying, “Uriah did not go down to his house,” David said to Uriah, “Did 
you not come from a journey? Why did you not go down to your house?”  
2 Samuel 11:11 And Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah are dwelling in tents, and my lord Joab 
and the servants of my lord are encamped in the open fields. Shall I then go to my house to eat and drink, and to 
lie with my wife? As you live, and as your soul lives, I will not do this thing.”  
 
Ark not in Jerusalem 
So it appears that the Ark of the Covenant is out in the battlefield, which was somewhat common, we see that they 
would do that. So David isn't where the Ark is. He's taking a nap. 
 
Crushing – Remember David Dances Before the Ark 
Oh, what a crushing statement as Uriah references the Ark of Israel. Remember David dancing before the Ark, 
bringing it into Jerusalem, dancing in the priestly linen, celebrating the presence of the Lord? And here is Uriah 
more honorable than David. 
 
Uriah’s Greatness is Missed – as Focus on David 
David is the whole focus of this passage, and Uriah is missed, the depth of his honor.  
 
I Can’t go Home – While Nation Fights 
Uriah says "I can't go and take self-pleasures while the nation fights, while the Ark of God dwells in a tent." And 
Uriah, rather than dancing before the Ark, is bowing in humility before the Ark. What an honorable man in the 
comparison of this man, Uriah versus David, the king versus just a common man. What a heart Uriah has. What an 
honorable man. What a injustice done to him. 
 
God Recognizes Uriah’s Heart / Have You Been Hurt? 
But God recognizes Uriah, and he's recording before us the greatness of Uriah. If you've ever been harmed and 
damaged in such a way as this, God sees it. He knows your honor. Don't think that the other person got away with 
it. They pay the pain. Even as much pain as you have suffered, God rewards with the honor, something beyond the 
physical, and he gives the honorable his pleasure in your honor in the depths of your honor before him. God sees. 
 



2 Samuel 11:12 Then David said to Uriah, “Wait here today also, and tomorrow I will let you depart.” So Uriah 
remained in Jerusalem that day and the next.  
2 Samuel 11:13 Now when David called him, he ate and drank before him; and he made him drunk. And at 
evening he went out to lie on his bed with the servants of his lord, but he did not go down to his house.  
 
David Made Him Drunk 
Notice that it's David made him drunk. David manipulated the situation. He caused Uriah into this state. Shameful. 
Absolutely shameful. 
 
David Ok if Uriah Lived Whole Life in a Lie 
And the depths, if you'll consider this, of David could care less about the battle. He doesn't care if men are dying. 
Because he's home, all he cares about is covering this sin, and now consider this: he wants to deceive Uriah into 
thinking that this is his child, and then go through the rest of his life with a lie of raising a child that's not yours, if 
his scheme would have worked. And then he's putting Bathsheba in the place that she'll spend the rest of her life 
living a lie watching Uriah believe that this is their child together. The depths that he's gone to, how sad. 
 
David Sets Uriah up for Death (11:14-25) 
2 Samuel 11:14 In the morning it happened that David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it by the hand of Uriah.  
2 Samuel 11:15 And he wrote in the letter, saying, “Set Uriah in the forefront of the hottest battle, and retreat 
from him, that he may be struck down and die.”  
 
Look at Honor of Uriah – David Knew he Wouldn’t Read Letter 
Look at the honor of Uriah, look at how honorable and trust worthy he was, that David could send this letter in 
Uriah’s very hand, and know that Uriah wouldn’t peel it open to peek what it is about. 
 
Delivers a Death Sentence – Sin Makes You Cold 
Our hero David, sends this man with his own death sentence in his hand, how cold!  Sin makes you cold, sin makes 
you callous. 
 
Devise Plan – Compounding Sin 
David devises this plan to have Uriah killed to cover his sin, to which I'll reflect back to last week's study of what I 
call compounding sin, just like compounding interest. Rather than stopping, repenting, David compounds it, and 
makes it worse,  

• and this is far more than adultery now.  

• He's going to enter into murder,  

• and then on top of murdering Uriah, we'll read that men next to Uriah will die, and so innocent men who 
had nothing to do with this, they get brought into this compounding sin. 

• And, when all is done, 20,000 men of Israel will die because of this. In chapter 12, we'll see the 
condemnation that comes upon David for this action, that God will say he will rise up adversity against 
you from your own house. "I'll take your wives before your eyes and give them to your neighbor." This is 
speaking of what's going to happen with his son, Absalom, who's going to raise up to claim the throne. So 
as Absalom raises up to claim the throne, this is all in a direct response to the judgment that God is 
allowing to happen to David.  He is removing the homeland defense, if you would, against David because 
of his sin. He's just letting the flesh of man play itself out.  And that's significant, because Absalom raising 
up is a resultant of this sin with David and Bathsheba and the killing of Uriah. And where we go with all 
that is, when all this is said and done, there will be a civil war between David and Absalom, and there will 
be war between the two of them, and much death will come between them. And in chapter 18, we're 
gonna see the battle climax, and verse seven's gonna tell us 20,000 men died that day. 

 
Oh, there is so much more here than the warning to guard ourselves, and to abstain, and to maintain purity. God is 
making a declaration of compounding sin, and how far out it goes. 
2 Samuel 18:7 (NKJV) 7 The people of Israel were overthrown there before the servants of David, and a great slaughter of twenty thousand took 
place there that day.  



 
No One Sins Alone / The Consequences Flow Out  
Our sin should be our consequences. Our sin should not compound and become other people's consequences, but 
let it be known before any sin is entered, once it is, no one sins alone. No one. The consequences of sin will affect 
someone, somehow, some way, even the ones that you think you do in secret that no one knows about. They 
compound outward. 
 
Repentance is Freedom & Refreshment 
There's just a place in whatever that situation is, where we need to stop, drop, repent before the Holy God, and 
then deal with the consequences.  
Acts 3:19 (NKJV) 19 Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from the 
presence of the Lord,  

 
2 Samuel 11:16 So it was, while Joab besieged the city, that he assigned Uriah to a place where he knew there 
were valiant men.  
2 Samuel 11:17 Then the men of the city came out and fought with Joab. And some of the people of the servants 
of David fell; and Uriah the Hittite died also.  
 
They Knew Uriah Would Go to Wall 
Verse 16. Joab knew this and so did David, that Uriah would go to the wall. Even as we will see a foolish decision. 
That was a foolish decision in battle to that near to the wall. And yet they knew something about Uriah, that he 
would go. This was nearly a suicide mission, and Uriah went, nonetheless, because that's how honorable he was. 
This is the type of man that he was. And they knew he would go. 
 
Who is This Man? / He was This Man – No One Crumbles in a Day 
The amazing thing is Chapter 11 comes after Chapter 9 and 10, and we see this heart of David, the heart that he 
has for Mephibosheth, to take care of him because of his love for Jonathan. We see Chapter 10 and David's 
kindness towards the son of the king of Amon, who's father has just passed away. We see just David with such 
kindness, and then when it comes to this, the story with Bathsheba, it's almost like who are you? Who is this man? 
Where did this man come from? To which I would say this man has always been this man.  This goes back, as we 
said, all the way back to David gathering wives (8 wives at least and at least 10 concubines), there's just something 
there, because no man crumbles in a day.  All of David’s coveting, of never being satisfied, goes back 20 years.  And 
now, that disobedience, and that unwillingness to deal with it, has been born into something, as sin always will, 
and David will pay heavily for something he should have dealt with 20 years ago.  It’s the Law of readping and 
sowing. 
2 Samuel 3:2–5 (NKJV) 2 Sons were born to David in Hebron: His firstborn was Amnon by Ahinoam the Jezreelitess; 3 his second, Chileab, by 
Abigail the widow of Nabal the Carmelite; the third, Absalom the son of Maacah, the daughter of Talmai, king of Geshur; 4 the fourth, Adonijah 
the son of Haggith; the fifth, Shephatiah the son of Abital; 5 and the sixth, Ithream, by David’s wife Eglah. These were born to David in Hebron.  

 
2 Samuel 5:13–16 (NKJV) 13 And David took more concubines and wives from Jerusalem, after he had come from Hebron. Also more sons and 
daughters were born to David. 14 Now these are the names of those who were born to him in Jerusalem: Shammua, Shobab, Nathan, Solomon, 15 
Ibhar, Elishua, Nepheg, Japhia, 16 Elishama, Eliada, and Eliphelet.  
 
Galatians 6:7–9 (NKJV) 7 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. 8 For he who sows to his flesh 
will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life. 9 And let us not grow weary while doing 
good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.  
 

2 Samuel 11:18 Then Joab sent and told David all the things concerning the war,  
2 Samuel 11:19 and charged the messenger, saying, “When you have finished telling the matters of the war to 
the king,  
2 Samuel 11:20 if it happens that the king’s wrath rises, and he says to you: ‘Why did you approach so near to 
the city when you fought? Did you not know that they would shoot from the wall?  
2 Samuel 11:21 Who struck Abimelech the son of Jerubbesheth? Was it not a woman who cast a piece of a 
millstone on him from the wall, so that he died in Thebez? Why did you go near the wall?’—then you shall say, 
‘Your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also.’ ”  



2 Samuel 11:22 So the messenger went, and came and told David all that Joab had sent by him.  
2 Samuel 11:23 And the messenger said to David, “Surely the men prevailed against us and came out to us in the 
field; then we drove them back as far as the entrance of the gate.  
2 Samuel 11:24 The archers shot from the wall at your servants; and some of the king’s servants are dead, and 
your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also.”  
2 Samuel 11:25 Then David said to the messenger, “Thus you shall say to Joab: ‘Do not let this thing displease 
you, for the sword devours one as well as another. Strengthen your attack against the city, and overthrow it.’ So 
encourage him.”  
 
Sense of Relief 
David thinks he has gotten away with it.  You can read in a “sense of relief’.   
 
David Mentioned 1,000 Times 
David is mentioned more than 1,000 times in the bible.  More than Adam, Abraham, Moses, Apostle Paul, more 
than any human.  When we finish our study through this Book of 2 Samuel and counting where we picked up on 
David back in 1 Samuel, we will have studied 40 chapters of his life.  A total of 66 chapters are dedicated to the life 
story of David. Consider, that Abraham only has 12 chapters, Joseph only 12 chapters, Elijah only 6. The only 
person whose life story has more chapters is Jesus. The only person spoken of more in the Bible than King David, is 
Jesus.  That’s a lot of ink for a human. 
 
It is All Grace  
I believe it is vital for every Christian to know and study every detail of the life of David, for if you do, then you will 
conclude with full assurance……. God is a God of Grace!  And that great grace, will set you free, to live in the 
freedom that comes with God’s love and acceptance, that he fully receives you, all of you, every last flaw, every 
last sin, every last failure, and still says……. This one is mine! 
Ephesians 2:8–9 (NKJV) 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest 
anyone should boast.  

 
David Takes Bathsheba to be His Wife (11:26-27) 
2 Samuel 11:26 When the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her husband was dead, she mourned for her husband.  
2 Samuel 11:27 And when her mourning was over, David sent and brought her to his house, and she became his 
wife and bore him a son. But the thing that David had done displeased the LORD.  
 
Again – Called Wife of Uriah – Not Bathsheba 
Verse 26. Notice again she is not named. It is continually focused that she was married to a mighty man named 
Uriah, an honorable man named Uriah. 
 
She Mourned for Uriah / David Doesn’t Even Consider She Loved Uriah 
Verse 26. She mourned for her husband. In the time there was a customary period of mourning when somebody 
would pass, and so there was almost a ritual to it, but then there's this other place of it was more than a ritual; it 
was reality. And I believe that's what it's saying here, is that she literally mourned for her husband. There was 
regret here of her action. She mourned for her husband. I know the compounding of sin that David didn't even 
consider that Uriah and Bathsheba loved one another, that Bathsheba loved her husband. Made poor decision, but 
yet still loved her husband. 
 
Conclusion 
Is David Still a Man After God’s Heart? 
Was, is David still a man after God's own heart? After we look at all these things that he's done-lying, adultery, 
lusting, murder, can he still be a man after God's own heart? To which I would tell you, yes. And how do I know 
that he is? Because he repented. That's how I know that he is a man after God's own heart, because he repented. 
He didn't try anymore. He didn't try to blame-shift. He didn't come with a counterattack. He didn't come with a 
justification. He repented. 
 



And so, too, for your consideration if you are bound up in a secret sin that you are trying to cover, either through 
self-justification, or outright rebellion, there is freedom in repentance, and we will pick that up in our next chapter. 
Acts 3:19 (NKJV) 19 Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from the 
presence of the Lord,  

 
But if you have some things that need to be dealt with, today is the day, not next week. 
 
The Word of God is Living & Powerful 
The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives. 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

 
In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  

• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
 
Boldly Come to Throne of Grace 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might work in 
you, and through you. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
End of Study 
 
  



2 Samuel 12 
2 Samuel 12:1-31 
 
The Word of God is Living & Powerful 
The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives. 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

 
In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  

• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
 
Boldly Come to Throne of Grace 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might work in 
you, and through you. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
Recap 
We pick up in our verse-by-verse today in chapter 12, and we covered last study in chapter 11, David and his sin of 
adultery with Bathsheba, and then his cover up by killing her husband Uriah.  So lets open in prayer and then into 
the Word 
 
Outline 2 Samuel 12:1-31: 

• David is Told the Parable of the Rich Man and the Poor Man (12:1-4) 

• David a Strong reaction to the Parable (12:5-6) 

• David’s Sin is Exposed (12:7-9) 

• God Pronounces His Discipline for David’s Sin (12:10-12) 

• David Repents of His Sin Before the Lord (12:13-14) 

• David and Bathsheba’s Child is Stricken by the Lord (12:15) 

• David Pleads for the Child Before the Lord (12:16-17) 

• The Child Dies (12:18-23) 
• Solomon is Born (12:24-25) 

• Joab Captures Rabbah (12:26-31) 
 
David is Told the Parable of the Rich Man and the Poor Man (12:1-4) 
2 Samuel 12:1 Then the LORD sent Nathan to David. And he came to him, and said to him: “There were two men 
in one city, one rich and the other poor.  
 
David is Miserable / 9-12 Months in Misery 
David has now for close to a year (as the child has been born now) lived in the agony of this cover-up. For a man, a 
woman, after God's own heart cannot continually live in rebellion or a habitual unrepentant sin before their God.  
David tells us how miserable he was during this time in Psalm 32: 
Psalm 32:1–4 (NKJV) 1 Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, Whose sin is covered. 2 Blessed is the man to whom the LORD does not 
impute iniquity, And in whose spirit there is no deceit. 3 When I kept silent, my bones grew old Through my groaning all the day long. 4 For day 
and night Your hand was heavy upon me; My vitality was turned into the drought of summer. Selah  

 
God Sends him a Gift – Nathan / Speak Boldly / Simply Repent – But not Easy / Confess = Agree 
Nathan means “gift”.  So God sends a gift and it's a man who will speak the word boldly to David that he needs to 
hear, so that David has opportunity before God to simply repent. Yes, I said the word 'simply', repentance is 
simple, but it's not easy. Repentance before a loving God, we simply confess our sin and he's faithful and just to 



forgive us of our sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. That word in 1 John 1:9 for confess means to agree 
with. It's not a mouth thing, it's an agreeing thing. 
1 John 1:9 (NKJV) 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

 
As With Salvation - Words Mean Nothing / Agreeing Means Everything 
As the same with salvation, the words (I am sorry) mean nothing, it's the agreeing thing that means everything. 
Agreeing that our sin separates us from a holy God, agreeing that it's our sin and no one else's sin, agreeing there's 
no works that we could do to cover our sin, and agreeing that we need a Savior to take our sin, to trade places with 
us, take our punishment, and to agree that He has the power to do so. That's what it means, confession with 
salvation.  
Romans 10:9–11 (NKJV) 9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, 
you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 11 For the 
Scripture says, “Whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame.”  

 
This is what it means, confession with repentance. We come to agree God's word is true. We come to agree this is 
what He said and this is what I did contrary to His word. It's to agree that we have broken His word, His law, and 
that we are guilty before him. It also means to agree that He's faithful to forgive us of our sins, that He literally has 
the power and the love and the heart to forgive our sin, which means to send away. We agree He is who He says 
He is, a loving God, a forgiving God, a God who can send our sin away as far as the east is from the west. It just 
keeps going and going, and it is gone, and it is done, and it is forgotten. 
 
1 John 1:9 (NKJV) 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
 
Psalm 103:12 (NKJV) 12 As far as the east is from the west, So far has He removed our transgressions from us.  

 
Proverbs 28:13 (NKJV) 13 He who covers his sins will not prosper, But whoever confesses and forsakes them will have mercy.  

 
Repentance Simple – But not Easy (because Consequences) / David Lived inAgony 
Repentance is that simple. But it's not easy. Because there will be a consequence that comes with that repentance. 
But let it be known without a doubt, let no one be deceived, there's consequences without repentance that will be 
greater than any consequence that comes with repentance. David lived in agony over his sin as a man after God's 
own heart. He had no freedom, he had no joy, he had no power in his life. He will not get that until he comes and 
repents. In Acts 3:19, "Repent therefore and be converted, and that times of refreshing may come from the 
presence of the Lord." Sin separates our presence from the Lord. We're still his children positionaly, but 
relationally God's not going to allow us to just go on living as if nothing happened. He loves us too much to allow 
that. 
Acts 3:19 (NKJV) 19 Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from the 
presence of the Lord,  

 
The Consequences of Not Repenting are Greater than the Consequences of Repenting 

 
Confession – Brings Praise & Celebration 
One of the uses of the word “confess” doesn’t just mean to agree with, but “praise and celebration”.  And when 
we confess our sins, agree with God, cleanse our way before Him, reestablish that sweet relationship with Him 
again, we will praise, we will celebrate.  David will tell us that, as we read on more in Psalm 32 of what he says 
after he repented. 
1 John 1:9 (NKJV) 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

 
Psalm 32:title–5 (NKJV) A Psalm of David. A Contemplation. 1 Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, Whose sin is covered. 2 Blessed is the 
man to whom the LORD does not impute iniquity, And in whose spirit there is no deceit. 3 When I kept silent, my bones grew old Through my 
groaning all the day long. 4 For day and night Your hand was heavy upon me; My vitality was turned into the drought of summer. Selah 5 I 
acknowledged my sin to You, And my iniquity I have not hidden. I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” And You forgave the 
iniquity of my sin. Selah  

 
 
 



In Every Study – 3 things 
In every study we always look for those three things;  

1. Who is God?  
2. What does He think of me?  
3. And what does He want me to do?  

When it comes to the term of repentance, He's a loving God and a forgiving God. He loves you even in your sin. But 
he wants you to repent and turn away and come back and be restored. 
 
Maybe God is Talking to You Right Now 
So God may be talking to you right now, "You're tired, you're ready to let this go, come to me, repent before me, 
let's deal with this." Come and be free of it, come and be refreshed, come and return unto the joy of your 
salvation, come and be cleansed, come and agree so you can praise and celebrate like you once did.  Today….. right 
now……… and today you can say what David said after he confessed his sin: 
Psalm 51:12 (NKJV) 12 Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, And uphold me by Your generous Spirit.  

 
God May Call You to Repent Before Someone (Whom this will be Devastating) 
If you've sinned against another, God may very well then speak, "Now you need to go and repent before that 
brother or sister that you've offended." Whatever that thing may be.  I do want to say for your consideration 
today, if you've entered into a sin that you know is literally devastating to that person who you've sinned against, 
before you repent before them, of course after you've repented before God, I want you to pray and seek the Lord, 
because you may feel a lift of freedom, of God's forgiveness, but that person is now going to feel a load as if a heap 
of bricks have just been cast upon them, and their whole world will be turned upside down. So they're going to 
need a support system and you're going to need a support system. You need to pray how that comes together. You 
may want to seek Godly counsel. We don't have to get into the specifics. But you may want to seek the Godly 
counsel and say, "I'm getting ready to drop this bomb on whoever that may be, and I'm going to need someone to 
help me through this, stand by me, and then to stand by them." So pray those things through. These are serious 
things, because God's serious about sin, because sin robs and it destroys. 
 
God Sends Nathan – And Don’t Underestimate You being “a Gift” 
But Nathan's a gift. God's given David a gift. He's given him an opportunity to repent and he's letting him hear from 
a man of God who can speak straight to his heart, that will tell it like it is, and that David will know, there is no 
shadows returning from this word of God. God sees him, he's under the light, and Nathan is God's very voice at this 
moment, because David no doubt was suppressing the voice of God as much as he can. But I know you never fully 
can, because God never gives up. He will press and press until the person repents and turn, because God wants 
him back.  Before moving on from Nathan, the gift, don't ever underestimate yourself of being used by God as a 
gift. But you need to pray it through, if God lays someone on your heart, with boldness, then to know to do good 
and not do it is literally sin, and you would be sinning not to speak the word that God has given you.  
 
2 Samuel 12:1 Then the LORD sent Nathan to David. And he came to him, and said to him: “There were two men 
in one city, one rich and the other poor.  
2 Samuel 12:2 The rich man had exceedingly many flocks and herds.  
2 Samuel 12:3 But the poor man had nothing, except one little ewe lamb which he had bought and nourished; 
and it grew up together with him and with his children. It ate of his own food and drank from his own cup and 
lay in his bosom; and it was like a daughter to him.  
2 Samuel 12:4 And a traveler came to the rich man, who refused to take from his own flock and from his own 
herd to prepare one for the wayfaring man who had come to him; but he took the poor man’s lamb and 
prepared it for the man who had come to him.”  
 
Story Characters 

• Poor Man – Uriah 

• Rich Man – David 

• Ewe Lamb - Bathsheba 
 



Uriah Loved Bathsheba 
Uriah deeply loved Bathsheba, he was a guy who said, “wow I can’t believe she is my wife”.  She was his treasure, 
he cherished her.  And it is important for our understanding the depth of David’s sin, the Bathsheba was precious 
in Uriah’s sight.  Uriah was an honorable man, and a faithful man.  David never even considered that night, that 
Uriah treasured his wife and cherished her. 
  
Traveler 
I can easily see the “traveler” being Satan, planting his seeds into the mind of David.  And to recap last week’s 
study, when the “traveler – Satan” comes we cannot feed him, not entertain him, we must send him on his way, 
hungry and unsatisfied. 
2 Corinthians 10:4–6 (NKJV) 4 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, 5 casting down 
arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, 
6 and being ready to punish all disobedience when your obedience is fulfilled.  
 
Proverbs 23:7 (NKJV) 7 For as he thinks in his heart, so is he. “Eat and drink!” he says to you, But his heart is not with you.  

 
David a Strong reaction to the Parable (12:5-6) 
2 Samuel 12:5 So David’s anger was greatly aroused against the man, and he said to Nathan, “As the LORD lives, 
the man who has done this shall surely die!  
2 Samuel 12:6 And he shall restore fourfold for the lamb, because he did this thing and because he had no pity.”  
 
David Thinks it is Real Story – David Relates to Sheep & Shepherd / God Makes Things Relatable to Us 
Parable, “para” means “beside” and “ballo” means “to cast, to throw”.  So there's a casting alongside of.  And 
there's a truth that's cast alongside of this parable. We'll see that as we enter into the gospels after this next study, 
as Jesus will tell parables. But God takes a story and casts a truth alongside of it to magnify it and amplify it. This 
one truly amps up David. He gets fired up, because he's a shepherd, and he understands what it is to raise a sheep. 
 
Nathan comes with a parable, but David doesn't know it's a parable. He thinks it's a real story. It's a very relatable 
story, because David's a shepherd, and we're talking about sheep. So he knows what it's like to carry a sheep, and 
to be tender to a sheep, and to tend to a sheep. God meets him right where he can fully relate. God does the same 
for us. I hope He does it for you right now, if need be, that He makes whatever He wants to press and put His 
finger on today very relatable to you, and that you would have ears to hear, because He loves you. That's why He 
does this. We'll see God's great love for David, even in the greatness of David's sin. 
 
Over the Top Judgement 
So David responds to this story that the man must die, which is over the top. That is not what the law says. David 
will get it right that he must restore fourfold, but nowhere in the law is stealing a capital offense to be murdered. 
We can see this story because of David being a shepherd and the way he tended the sheep. We can see how it hits 
home to him. And God new exactly where to hit home to him, to arouse him to this place, to recognize the depth 
of his actions. 
Exodus 22:1 (NKJV) 1 “If a man steals an ox or a sheep, and slaughters it or sells it, he shall restore five oxen for an ox and four sheep for a 
sheep.  

 
David’s Sin is Exposed (12:7-9) 
2 Samuel 12:7 Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the LORD God of Israel: ‘I anointed you 
king over Israel, and I delivered you from the hand of Saul.  
 
God Bless Nathan’s Faith / David Could have Killed Him – Desperate to Keep Sin Covered 
I want you to imagine Nathan, Nathan knows man, he knows human, and he knows that the desperate man can do 
desperate things. Here's Nathan, "You've killed Uriah to cover up, you very well could kill me. This delivery could 
be my death." But Uriah wrongly killed; Nathan could feel the same, that his turn is next as David's desperate and 
tries to cover. But Nathan doesn't retreat. Nathan comes in and with the boldness and the confidence of the Lord 
he speaks this word of truth to David. 
 



 
 
2 Samuel 12:8 I gave you your master’s house and your master’s wives into your keeping, and gave you the 
house of Israel and Judah. And if that had been too little, I also would have given you much more!  
2 Samuel 12:9 Why have you despised the commandment of the LORD, to do evil in His sight? You have killed 
Uriah the Hittite with the sword; you have taken his wife to be your wife, and have killed him with the sword of 
the people of Ammon.  
 
Saul’s Wives 
The giving of Saul's wives wasn't necessarily that David had relations with them, it was just customary of those 
days, how that would be when one king would take over another king's throne, he would take the wives of the 
prior king as a show of power and a show of position. So these women would be much older than David. I don't 
believe there was anything there with them. Just to make clarity about that. 
 
God Pronounces His Discipline for David’s Sin (12:10-12) 
2 Samuel 12:10 Now therefore, the sword shall never depart from your house, because you have despised Me, 
and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.’  
2 Samuel 12:11 Thus says the LORD: ‘Behold, I will raise up adversity against you from your own house; and I will 
take your wives before your eyes and give them to your neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in the sight of 
this sun.  
2 Samuel 12:12 For you did it secretly, but I will do this thing before all Israel, before the sun.’ ”  
 
David You Have Despised Me / If You Love Me – Keep My Commands 
The Lord says, "You have despised Me." Notice that. God equates David's sin, which David would internalize, that 
was just between him and Bathsheba, then maybe, say, okay, Uriah. That was bad, but notice how God says, "Your 
sin, you did it. You despised Me." That's a pretty strong indictment. And there's something to be said for all of us. 
People can say, "I know I sin, but I still love God." There's a dangerous place to be in that statement. 1 John 2:3 
says, "By this we know that we know Him, that we keep His commandments." That's just what it says. If you're 
living in habitual, unrepentant sin and you say, "But I love God," you're in a very, very deceived place, because by 
this we know that we know Him, that we keep His commandments. God brings strong word to David right here. 
"You've despised me."  Jesus will say, "If you love Me, you'll keep My commandments." 
1 John 2:3–4 (NKJV) 3 Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments. 4 He who says, “I know Him,” and does not keep 
His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.  
 
John 14:15 (NKJV) 15 “If you love Me, keep My commandments.  

 
God Sees through the Darkness 
So the Lord says to David, "The thing that you've done is displeasing, evil in my sight." David forgot, and so to can 
we, the very fact that God sees regardless of what was done in the darkness, God sees it. Here we make reference 
to that is, here he says he's going to expose David in the light, that all will see his sin. It's easy for man to think that 
we can get away with something, because we think no one saw it, we think it was done behind closed doors, in the 
darkness, whatever it may be, but God sees.  God sees. He sees what you do, and I'm not preaching to anybody. 
I'm just looking at the man in the mirror, and I'm always reminded He sees, and that's who I live in front of. 
 
Fulfilled Through Absalom / Same Roof David Spied Bathsheba 
These words will be fulfilled when David’s son Absalom rises up to take the throne from David, and we wills ee that 
he will lie with David’s concubines up on the palace roof for all of Israel to see.  A king who took another kings 
throne would do this to show and declare he is the new king.  Of course, how interesting this is the very same rood 
that David spied out Bathsheba from. 
 
God Removes Homeland Defense 
Now the consequences of David's sin before him, and the question can immediately be asked then, did God raise 
up Absalom to do this evil (cause Absalom to sin) in the sight of all men, and which was going to result in 20,000 



men of Israel to be killed by the sword in a civil war, to which I would say, I don't think so, because I think what we 
see here, and God is speaking is, God's removing His homeland defense off of David. David, I gave you this. I raised 
you up. I did all these things for you, and I would have done more, if you'd only asked, but instead, you did this, so 
now what I believe is God removes His hand of protection, and now David will reap what he's sown through the 
natural consequences of the rising up of the flesh. I can see that in our lives personally. I can see it so much in our 
nation, when we reject God's Word, and His laws, and His ways, and His means, that God says, "Okay. You want to 
do things your way. You want to be the king, and call it. I'll let you, and you'll see it's not gonna turn out well." 
James 1:12–15 (NKJV) 12 Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the 
Lord has promised to those who love Him. 13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor 
does He Himself tempt anyone. 14 But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. 15 Then, when desire has 
conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death.  

 
United States should look at this story, and be warned. The great homeland defense is God Himself. We need to 
call upon Him, and let Him defend us. 
 
Notice how it says, "I gave you victory." It was God Who gave victory. God saying I protected you from your 
enemies, so we see that all David had was because the hand of the Lord was upon him, and now what David will 
lose is because the hand of the Lord is not upon him. 
 
Reaping & Sowing – He Can’t Discipline Sons 
Regarding David and God lifting His hand of homeland defense, there is a consequence here that's truly a reaping 
and a sowing consequence that comes out of this, and as we read it, as this is God's direct judgment, but if we read 
it, and look at it, it's a sewing and reaping, which is it's own judgment that comes against us when we violate and 
transgress God's law and His Word, and His will, and His way, and that David would never be the strong father, 
because of this. David will never be the great man that he once was, because of this, and his son Absalom, David 
can't come and deal with Absalom with power for what he's going to do. He's going to murder, but David can't 
come and deal with Absalom because David was a murderer himself. He removed his witness. Absalom is a 
murderer because his half brother is who he murders, and he murders him because he had violated Absalom's 
sister, David's daughter, but once again, David loses his witness in the power to confront that son, because that 
son was no different than David, as he raped that daughter of David, as David himself, guilty of sexual immorality. 
 
We see these consequences of reaping and sowing that David will have to deal with. 
Galatians 6:7–9 (NKJV) 7 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. 8 For he who sows to his flesh 
will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life. 9 And let us not grow weary while doing 
good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.  

 
David Repents of His Sin Before the Lord (12:13-14) 
2 Samuel 12:13 So David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.” And Nathan said to David, “The LORD 
also has put away your sin; you shall not die.  
2 Samuel 12:14 However, because by this deed you have given great occasion to the enemies of the LORD to 
blaspheme, the child also who is born to you shall surely die.”  
 
Notice How Quickly Forgiveness Comes / David’s was Miserable – But Now Free 
Notice how quickly forgiveness came. David repented, and immediately the Word of the Lord is spoken. You shall 
not die, and that's how quickly repentance comes, and forgiveness. Repent and forgiveness is a split second away 
from it. 
 
Read Psalm 51. David, the joy of his salvation was restored, but not until he repented against the and the only have 
I sinned, Lord. David doesn't cast off, blame shifting. He takes it. He knows it. God, immediately after he repents, 
forgives, and immediately the joy of David's salvation comes back. He was miserable, living in hiding, living a secret 
life, a double life. He's finally free. He's finally been set free, because the truth of God's forgiveness, His mercies 
are new every morning. Great is His faithfulness, and only the truth sets us free, and David's now finally set free. 
Psalm 51:12 (NKJV) 12 Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, And uphold me by Your generous Spirit.  
 



Lamentations 3:22–24 (NKJV) 22 Through the LORD’s mercies we are not consumed, Because His compassions fail not. 23 They are new every 
morning; Great is Your faithfulness. 24 “The LORD is my portion,” says my soul, “Therefore I hope in Him!”  

 
Difference David and Saul 
Here's the difference between a David and a Saul. David will confess his sin, come in an agreement with his sin, 
and then repent of his sin, which means to turn away. We'll see turning away from his sin. But when we look at a 
Saul, he would confess, but he wouldn't turn. He would confess, but justify. There's the difference between a David 
and a Saul. 
 
Chastening Never Fun / But Fathers Discipline Their Childen 
Chastening of the Lord is joyous at its time, but afterward, it brings the fruit of righteousness, and you have to 
receive that by faith when it comes time for God's chastening upon you. Just embrace it, and receive it, and be 
empowered. 
Hebrews 12:5–11 (NKJV) 5 And you have forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as to sons: “My son, do not despise the chastening of 
the LORD, Nor be discouraged when you are rebuked by Him; 6 For whom the LORD loves He chastens, And scourges every son whom He receives.” 
7 If you endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom a father does not chasten? 8 But if you are without 
chastening, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate and not sons. 9 Furthermore, we have had human fathers who 
corrected us, and we paid them respect. Shall we not much more readily be in subjection to the Father of spirits and live? 10 For they indeed for a 

few days chastened us as seemed best to them, but He for our profit, that we may be partakers of His holiness. 11 Now no chastening seems to 
be joyful for the present, but painful; nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.  

 
And David's a man after God's own heart, because God's heart rests upon him also. And then comes the 
confrontation. God will confront his children in sin. Think about it. And if you haven't been confronted, you should 
be very concerned.  And if you're truly God's, judgment begins in the house of the Lord. And if there is no 
conviction, then that's the greatest calling that this passage will have upon anyone, that if you can live freely in 
habitual rebellion to the word of God, then there's a fear of why isn't God's word being true. The judgment begins 
in the house of the Lord. 
 
David Brought Shame to Name of Lord 
David brought shame to the name of God. 
So the question for you, the question for me, how big of a deal is it for us to bring honor to the name of God? 
When our actions don't live up to our profession, people see it, and God's saying you bring shame to my name. 
You're still my child. I still love you. But the big question for us, does that bother us that our actions can bring 
shame to the name of the Lord? 
 
David and Bathsheba’s Child is Stricken by the Lord (12:15) 
2 Samuel 12:15 Then Nathan departed to his house. And the LORD struck the child that Uriah’s wife bore to 
David, and it became ill.  
 
I Sat for Hours / We Are Just Too Small 
I sat for hours and hours, read commentaries on some of the “greats”, and I still came to the place ………. Yea, this 
is a very very hard verse – the Lord struck the child.  And it means exactly what it says, the verb tenses, the 
grammatical structure points to God as the subject that strikes the subject (the child).  It was easy to develop and 
speak about repentance for that is clear in the scriptures we are to repent.  It was easy to develop and speak about 
we are not to feed and entertain the traveler (Satan).  But this wasn’t easy, although really it is, and that is there 
are some things of the Lord we are just not going to understand inside our time domain, for how can we 
understand a God who is sovereign, and eternal (outside our time domain) and what He does, and is doing, in an 
individual life (David), and a world, and an eternity.  We are just too small, and there are some things I am just too 
small to understand. 
Isaiah 55:8–9 (NKJV) 8 “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” says the LORD. 9 “For as the heavens are higher 
than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.  

 
When Faced With What I don’t Understand 
When I am faced with what I don’t understand, I always go back to what I do understand, and that is that God is 
good, and God is love, and He proved it by giving me His Only Begotten Son. 



John 3:16–17 (NKJV) 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.  
 
1 John 4:7–11 (NKJV) 7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 8 He who does 
not love does not know God, for God is love. 9 In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the 
world, that we might live through Him. 10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  

 
David Pleads for the Child Before the Lord (12:16-17) 
2 Samuel 12:16 David therefore pleaded with God for the child, and David fasted and went in and lay all night on 
the ground.  
2 Samuel 12:17 So the elders of his house arose and went to him, to raise him up from the ground. But he would 
not, nor did he eat food with them.  
 
David Pleads 
Make no mistake, David loved this child.  Although conceived outside the bounds of marriage, David valued the life 
of the child, and saw the treasure and gift of life.  To which I plead with anyone who is considering an abortion 
today, to please consider that regardless of how (child conceived), that you will see the child as he/she (it is not an 
it), is a treasure of God, and a gift of God, and if you are considering an abortion, that you would not, but rather 
dedicate the child to the Lord, and trust the Lord will bless you greatly for doing so. 
 
The Child Dies (12:18-23) 
2 Samuel 12:18 Then on the seventh day it came to pass that the child died. And the servants of David were 
afraid to tell him that the child was dead. For they said, “Indeed, while the child was alive, we spoke to him, and 
he would not heed our voice. How can we tell him that the child is dead? He may do some harm!”  
2 Samuel 12:19 When David saw that his servants were whispering, David perceived that the child was dead. 
Therefore David said to his servants, “Is the child dead?” And they said, “He is dead.”  
2 Samuel 12:20 So David arose from the ground, washed and anointed himself, and changed his clothes; and he 
went into the house of the LORD and worshiped. Then he went to his own house; and when he requested, they 
set food before him, and he ate.  
2 Samuel 12:21 Then his servants said to him, “What is this that you have done? You fasted and wept for the 
child while he was alive, but when the child died, you arose and ate food.”  
2 Samuel 12:22 And he said, “While the child was alive, I fasted and wept; for I said, ‘Who can tell whether the 
LORD will be gracious to me, that the child may live?’  
2 Samuel 12:23 But now he is dead; why should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I shall go to him, but he shall 
not return to me.”  
 
For Those Who have Lost a Child 
Verse 23 - I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me.” – for anyone who has lost a child, I believe this Word is 
true and proof-text, that children that die before the age of accountability to sin, that your child is in heaven with 
Jesus right now! 
 
God Brought David in Alignment – Lord I Trust you 
Seven days David fasts and weeps, pleads and intercedes before the Lord, and yet the child still dies. A couple 
takeaway points here is that we see that God doesn't always answer our prayer and His purposes. We also see 
what I believe is God during this time as David fast, weeps, and mourn, he's bringing David in alignment with the 
peace that comes from the power of simply saying, "I trust you, Lord." The Lord giveth and the Lord taketh away. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord. 
 
Chasing & Consequences – But David at Peace (Lord I trust You) 
Chasing and the consequences that follow. Yes, but David will be free. We'll see him at peace as we read ahead, 
when David goes on the run. David will even say, "Let it be if the Lord wills, I shall return to my kingdom. If not, so 
be it." He's at total peace, and that's what comes through the joy of salvation, is total peace. 
 



My Camden in the NICU 
The love of my life, my Camden, he was a preemie, five weeks early, and the moment he was born my heart was 
totally knit to him, so in love with him, but I didn't get to hold him. I didn't get to hold him for almost two weeks. 
When he was born, I'm in the room with Renee, and when the contractions got down to, "It's time," all suddenly all 
this equipment started being wheeled into our room. All these people started to come and I immediately started 
to sense, "Well, something's not right here." I mean, I'm thinking a doctor and a nurse, maybe two, and I'm seeing 
all this equipment rolling in, all this staff. The room starts catching some energy of people coming in ready, and 
God bless them. They were ready, and they come in, and Camden's born. They take him, they lay him on Renee's 
bosom. She gets to hold him for maybe 30 seconds and then they pick him up out of her arms, and they put him 
into an incubator station, and all those people disappear with him just like that. I knew something's not right. They 
knew. Five weeks early, white male infant, they would joke in the natal intensive care unit, they'd call him, 
"Wimpy. Those wimpy little white babies, their lungs will not be developed, and death is a great possibility." I 
would go into that NICU and I would watch him heave his chest, heaving up and heaving down. Heaving up and 
heaving down to get air. All the tubes connected to him. It was hard upon me and they let Renee stay for a couple 
days, but even then after she had to come home. Those couple days, I'd have to go home. Leave the hospital at 
8:00, go home and wasn't allowed back in until 8am. Wasn't easy sleeping. Don't think I got much. Those couple 
days, God did a work in me and that He brought me to the places I wept, and pleaded, and sought the Lord. Things 
started to be separated, weeded out, if you would. The things that were important became important and God 
brought me to a place, and I remember the moment, saying, "You know what, Lord? The Lord giveth and the Lord 
taketh away. Blessed be the name of the Lord." I said, "Lord, if you should take my son home to be with you," 
because I knew this passage, and knew it was proof text that if he should perish, he would be in the arms of the 
Lord. Even still, I wanted him in my arms. I said, "Lord, if you should take him home, yet, will I still praise you. I will 
praise you even if my son should die." It took God those couple days to bring that to pass, to bring my heart to that 
place, that with full confidence I could say, "The Lord giveth and the Lord taketh away. Blessed be the name of the 
Lord." I can see God doing the same right here for David. 
Job 1:20–21 (NKJV) 20 Then Job arose, tore his robe, and shaved his head; and he fell to the ground and worshiped. 21 And he said: “Naked I came 
from my mother’s womb, And naked shall I return there. The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; Blessed be the name of the LORD.”  

 
Solomon is Born (12:24-25) 
2 Samuel 12:24 Then David comforted Bathsheba his wife, and went in to her and lay with her. So she bore a 
son, and he called his name Solomon. Now the LORD loved him,  
2 Samuel 12:25 and He sent word by the hand of Nathan the prophet: So he called his name Jedidiah, because of 
the LORD.  
 
Solomon means peace 
Solomon means peace and David would no doubt name him such because of the peace that he has after repenting 

God is a Restorer 
Jedidah means “beloved of Jehovah”.  Here, we see God's amazing grace and His amazing love as Nathan would 
come and this child's name, God says is beloved. God says, "I love this child," and we see the beauty of God 
restoring relationships, restoring past failures, restoring past sin because that's what He does and He comes and 
He says, "I love this son enough that I'm making My own," and Bathsheba will be in the lineage of the Messiah. 
David will still be in the hall of faith because that's what God does. He restores marriages. He restores failures and 
if you've been faced with a failure, I pray that you would look at this and say God loves your marriage and He is not 
done with it and God will make greatness out of your marriage regardless of what might have been done in it 
before. 
 
Joab Captures Rabbah (12:26-31) 
2 Samuel 12:26 Now Joab fought against Rabbah of the people of Ammon, and took the royal city.  
2 Samuel 12:27 And Joab sent messengers to David, and said, “I have fought against Rabbah, and I have taken 
the city’s water supply.  
2 Samuel 12:28 Now therefore, gather the rest of the people together and encamp against the city and take it, 
lest I take the city and it be called after my name.”  



2 Samuel 12:29 So David gathered all the people together and went to Rabbah, fought against it, and took it.  
2 Samuel 12:30 Then he took their king’s crown from his head. Its weight was a talent of gold, with precious 
stones. And it was set on David’s head. Also he brought out the spoil of the city in great abundance.  
2 Samuel 12:31 And he brought out the people who were in it, and put them to work with saws and iron picks 
and iron axes, and made them cross over to the brick works. So he did to all the cities of the people of Ammon. 
Then David and all the people returned to Jerusalem.  
 
God is a Restorer 
So David's called to take Rabba. Once the water supply is secured and taken, the city wasn't gonna last but a few 
more days. So David comes and he takes the city and I think it needs to be noted and seen here. Truly the gifts and 
calling of God are irrevocable and look what God does. He puts David back in the battlefield, back where David 
should have been. He lets him go and David gets to reenter the ministry that he had laid down. Even after his 
failing, God restores him and so God will do to you. The gifts and calling of God are irrevocable and so don't quit 
regardless of what you may have experienced through your personal failings. Rise up and stand up and claim that 
promise. The gift and calling of God are irrevocable. 
Romans 11:29 (NKJV) 29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.  

 

Conclusion 
 
Hall of Faith 
David is listed in Hebrews chapter 11, the “Hall of faith”. 
Hebrews 11:32–33 (NKJV) 32 And what more shall I say? For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak and Samson and Jephthah, also 
of David and Samuel and the prophets: 33 who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths 
of lions,  

 
Lineage of Messiah 
Bathsheba is in the lineage of the Messiah in Matthew chapter 1. 
Matthew 1:6–7 (NKJV) 6 and Jesse begot David the king. David the king begot Solomon by her who had been the wife of Uriah. 7 Solomon begot 
Rehoboam, Rehoboam begot Abijah, and Abijah begot Asa.  

 
End of Revelation 
Bible ends with, the Root of David, just as David was promised (BEFORE his sin with Bathsheba), that God’s Word is 
sure and true, He will never leave us nor forsake us.  All the promises of God are yes and amen, and He promises to 
be our Father who will never leave us, regardless of anything we have ever done, or not done. 
2 Samuel 7:12–13 (NKJV) 12 “When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, I will set up your seed after you, who will come from 
your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.  

 
Revelation 22:16 (NKJV) 16 “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things in the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, 
the Bright and Morning Star.”  

 
Hebrews 13:5–6 (NKJV) 5 Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. For He Himself has said, “I will 
never leave you nor forsake you.” 6 So we may boldly say: “The LORD is my helper; I will not fear. What can man do to me?”  

 
2 Corinthians 1:20–22 (NKJV) 20 For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us. 21 Now He who 
establishes us with you in Christ and has anointed us is God, 22 who also has sealed us and given us the Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.  

 
It’s Grace beyond Understanding / Because We Rank Sin 
It is grace that is beyond my human understanding, and that is because grace is something supernatural, it truly is 
not part of our fallen nature.  When I consider the life of David, this situation specifically, adultery and murder, I 
say Lord how can this be?  And the reason we say that is….. because we rank sin, we rank which sin are the big 
ones, and which ones are the little ones, all the while missing……Holy God!  Every sin, is offensive! 
 
 
 
 



A Broken and Contrite heart 
David will say in Psalm 51, "Sacrifice and offering you did not want, but a broken and contrite (remorseful) heart." 
And what is significant about that is after David has been confronted with his sin and he writes this psalm, the 
psalm of a broken man, his ... there was no sacrifice offering that could be made at the temple tabernacle for 
adultery, and there was no sacrifice that could be made for murder. There is no sacrifice that could cover those 
sins.  
Psalm 51:16–17 (NKJV) 16 For You do not desire sacrifice, or else I would give it; You do not delight in burnt offering. 17 The sacrifices of God are a 
broken spirit, A broken and a contrite heart— These, O God, You will not despise.  

 
David Not be Man & King Like Before 
David will never be the king, the father, the warrior that he once was of God, but through this brokenness, he will 
become even a great Psalmist, because this brokenness reveals to him his need for grace. He will declare grace, 
and describe himself at the end of his life, not as the king, the warrior, giant slayer, but as the sweet Psalmist of 
God. Brokenness reveals that you're broken and it reveals that grace is the only way to put things back together. 
Whole again, through the grace and love of God. 
2 Samuel 23:1 (NKJV) 1 Now these are the last words of David. Thus says David the son of Jesse; Thus says the man raised up on high, The 
anointed of the God of Jacob, And the sweet psalmist of Israel:  

 
 
The Word of God is Living & Powerful 
The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives. 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

 
In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  

• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
 
Boldly Come to Throne of Grace 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might work in 
you, and through you. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
End of Study 
 
  



2 Samuel 13 
2 Samuel 13:1-39 
 
Tough Chapters 
We come to this chapter 13. This is why we go chapter by chapter, verse by verse, because I would never cover a 
chapter like this on a Sunday morning if I was topically teaching or randomly picking passages, but by going chapter 
by chapter and verse by verse we simply take passages before us and say, "This is the passage that was for us 
today. We'll discuss some tough topics, but all because God wants us to."  And in it, we will find wonderful and 
deep wisdom, principals, and application for our lives today. 
 
Recap / Overview 
So we come into this chapter at an unspecified period of time after God confronts David directly for his sin with 
Bathsheba and the murdering of Uriah.  God in His great grace, a grace for David (and same grace offered to each 
of us) has forgiven David, but now we come to the consequences of his sin, and his sin doesn’t just affect David, it 
flows outward to his family.   
 
The Scene 
The scene today will be David’s oldest son (Amnon) is going to force himself on to his half-sister Tamar.  Same dad 
(David), different moms.  Let’s pick it up in verse 1. 
2 Samuel 3:2–5 (NKJV) 2 Sons were born to David in Hebron: His firstborn was Amnon by Ahinoam the Jezreelitess; 3 his second, Chileab, by 
Abigail the widow of Nabal the Carmelite; the third, Absalom the son of Maacah, the daughter of Talmai, king of Geshur; 4 the fourth, Adonijah 
the son of Haggith; the fifth, Shephatiah the son of Abital; 5 and the sixth, Ithream, by David’s wife Eglah. These were born to David in Hebron.  

 
Parental Warning – This is an adult bible study, and will be taught at an adult level, and I make no apologies for 
what I am going to say and teach, because this word is the word of God given to us from God. 
 
The Word of God is Living & Powerful 
The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives. 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

 
In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  

• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 
• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 

 
Boldly Come to Throne of Grace 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might work in 
you, and through you. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
Outline 2 Samuel 13:1-39: 

• Amnon Lusts for his Sister Tamar (13:1-2) 

• Amnon Receives Evil Counsel (13:3-5) 

• David Sends Tamar to Amnon (13:6-7) 

• Tamar Pleads with Amnon (13:8-13) 

• Amnon Rapes Tamar (13:14) 

• Amnon Despises Tamar (13:15-19) 

• David Does Nothing (13:20-21) 

• Absalom has Amnon Killed (13:22-29) 

• David Told of Amnon’s Murder (13:30-36) 



• Absalom Goes into Exile (13:37-39) 
 
God Never Wastes a Warning 
I have noticed in my own walk that God never wastes His warnings, be they through Scripture, through a sermon, 
or through a conversation. Whenever there is a word shared, it is intended for me personally. And this word is no 
exception. Make a decision today to abstain from those things that war against your soul.  
 
Amnon Lusts for his Sister Tamar (13:1-2) 
2 Samuel 13:1 After this Absalom the son of David had a lovely sister, whose name was Tamar; and Amnon the 
son of David loved her.  
2 Samuel 13:2 Amnon was so distressed over his sister Tamar that he became sick; for she was a virgin. And it 
was improper for Amnon to do anything to her.  
 
Love & Lust – So Close Yet so far Apart 
It says that Amnon loved her, but we will se by his actions that he “lusted her”, and so love and lust, so close they 
seem to be, but truly how far apart they are. 
Leviticus 18:9–11 (NKJV) 9 The nakedness of your sister, the daughter of your father, or the daughter of your mother, whether born at home or 
elsewhere, their nakedness you shall not uncover. 10 The nakedness of your son’s daughter or your daughter’s daughter, their nakedness you 
shall not uncover; for theirs is your own nakedness. 11 The nakedness of your father’s wife’s daughter, begotten by your father—she is your 
sister—you shall not uncover her nakedness.  
 
Leviticus 20:17 (NKJV) 17 ‘If a man takes his sister, his father’s daughter or his mother’s daughter, and sees her nakedness and she sees his 
nakedness, it is a wicked thing. And they shall be cut off in the sight of their people. He has uncovered his sister’s nakedness. He shall bear his 
guilt.  
 
Deuteronomy 27:22 (NKJV) 22 ‘Cursed is the one who lies with his sister, the daughter of his father or the daughter of his mother.’ “And all the 
people shall say, ‘Amen!’  

 
Same Hook the Got David -  Made a Movie with Images 
We can look at Amnon, and we see the same hook that got David, got his son Amnon. It was them still images over 
and over and over again of his half-sister Tamar that then pieced together and became a movie reel (that he 
thought was real) to him that he responded to and acted upon. 
2 Samuel 11:2 (NKJV) 2 Then it happened one evening that David arose from his bed and walked on the roof of the king’s house. And from the 
roof he saw a woman bathing, and the woman was very beautiful to behold.  

 
Don’t Entertain nor Feed the Traveler / Judas Playing Catch with Satan 
As we discussed in last week's passage, when the traveler comes, do not entertain him, nor feed him. Send him on 
his way. I am reminded of Judas when he betrays the Lord. It says Satan having already “put” it into the heart of 
Judas….. to betray Him  . The word there for “put” is the word “ballo” and it is ever so fitting that it sounds like 
‘ball”, for it means to ‘throw and catch”.  Satan threw a ball to Judas, and like any catch and play, someone has to 
catch the ball on the other end. If you don't want to play ball, you just let it drop to the ground, and game is over. 
Satan is looking for people to play catch with. He's constantly throwing them, casting to them, but it's up to us if 
we want to catch it or say "No, I'm not into this game", and walk away. Because a person catches for a second and 
throws it down, but they still caught it.  And next time they hold it for 3 seconds, then 5, then 15, and then the 
next things you know you have yourself a movie reel, playing over and over in your mind, until you act upon it and 
carry it out.  When the traveler comes, don't feed him nor entertain him. Send him on his way hungry. 
2 Samuel 12:1–4 (NKJV) 1 Then the LORD sent Nathan to David. And he came to him, and said to him: “There were two men in one city, one rich 
and the other poor. 2 The rich man had exceedingly many flocks and herds. 3 But the poor man had nothing, except one little ewe lamb which he 
had bought and nourished; and it grew up together with him and with his children. It ate of his own food and drank from his own cup and lay in 
his bosom; and it was like a daughter to him. 4 And a traveler came to the rich man, who refused to take from his own flock and from his own 
herd to prepare one for the wayfaring man who had come to him; but he took the poor man’s lamb and prepared it for the man who had come 
to him.”  
 
John 13:2 (NKJV) 2 And supper being ended, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray Him,  

 
And this doesn’t apply just to sexual lust, but every other thing (pride, fear, hatred, anger, alcohol). 
 



Lust Chokes the Word Out 
In Mark 4, Jesus speaks the parable of the seed and the soil and notice the lust of things entering in, choke the 
word.  
Mark 4:13–20 (KJV 1900) 13 And he said unto them, Know ye not this parable? and how then will ye know all parables? 14 The sower soweth the 

word. 15 And these are they by the way side, where the word is sown; but when they have heard, Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away 
the word that was sown in their hearts. 16 And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when they have heard the word, 
immediately receive it with gladness; 17 And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction or persecution 
ariseth for the word’s sake, immediately they are offended. 18 And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the word, 19 And 
the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful. 20 
And these are they which are sown on good ground; such as hear the word, and receive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and 
some an hundred.  

 
God Never Wastes a Warning 
I have noticed in my own walk that God never wastes His warnings, be they through Scripture, through a sermon, 
or through a conversation. Whenever there is a word shared, it is intended for me personally. And this word is no 
exception. Make a decision today to abstain from those things that war against your soul.  
 
Amnon Receives Evil Counsel (13:3-5) 
2 Samuel 13:3 But Amnon had a friend whose name was Jonadab the son of Shimeah, David’s brother. Now 
Jonadab was a very crafty man.  
2 Samuel 13:4 And he said to him, “Why are you, the king’s son, becoming thinner day after day? Will you not 
tell me?” Amnon said to him, “I love Tamar, my brother Absalom’s sister.”  
2 Samuel 13:5 So Jonadab said to him, “Lie down on your bed and pretend to be ill. And when your father comes 
to see you, say to him, ‘Please let my sister Tamar come and give me food, and prepare the food in my sight, 
that I may see it and eat it from her hand.’ ”  
 
Separate from Jonadab / Before You become a Casualty / Surround With Those of Pure Heart 
If you have a friend such as a Jonadab who will give you counsel, who will give you plans and lead you into sin 
against God and transgression against the word of God, separate from them. Get them out of your life. Get them 
off of your Facebook page. Don't watch the movies together. Separate, distance yourself before you become a 
casualty to their evil, crafty, ungodly counsel.  As Paul would say to his young protégé Timothy, surround yourself 
with people of a pure heart. That's what you need to do. 
2 Timothy 2:22 (NKJV) 22 Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.  

 
God Never Wastes a Warning 
I have noticed in my own walk that God never wastes His warnings, be they through Scripture, through a sermon, 
or through a conversation. Whenever there is a word shared, it is intended for me personally. And this word is no 
exception. Make a decision today to abstain from those things that war against your soul.  
 
Jonadab very Crafty / Genesis 3 
Verse five, Jonadab, we're told in verse three that he was very crafty. Where have we heard that before? Who's 
the crafty one? Who's the one that comes with the seat? So Jonah Dab comes and he's just like the evil one, Satan, 
says to Amnon, "Oh hey, eat, take. Eat of this fruit that's forbidden that's not for you to have. It will be pleasurable 
to you, trust me on this and let me tell you how you can have it". And so here we see, just like in the garden, here 
he is slithering with his lies, which will turn out to be exactly that. A lie. And Amnon will see that he's been had by 
the crafty one. 
Genesis 3:1 (NIV84) 1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God 
really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”  

 
Only 1 Kind of Counsel – Godly! / Based on the Word of God 
So real simple, there's only one kind of council, and that's Godly council, and Godly council only comes by one way, 
the word of God. Anything contrary to the word of God is not Godly council, and if you seek worldly council, then 
you risk and put yourself in danger of disaster. 



Psalm 1:1–3 (NKJV) 1 Blessed is the man Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of 
the scornful; 2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, And in His law he meditates day and night. 3 He shall be like a tree Planted by the rivers of 
water, That brings forth its fruit in its season, Whose leaf also shall not wither; And whatever he does shall prosper.  

 
And week after week we've been on this theme that God's been weaving for us, and that's the theme of Godly 
council compared to worldly council, and here we see man seeking worldly council, and we see disaster that it 
brings, we've seen the King of Ammon and the council the he got and the resultant was 42,000 men killed. And 
there we saw in the life of David we had saw that David had separated himself and isolated himself, and was 
receiving no council, and we see that that's going to result and play through this string that we're at now, which 
ultimately we're going to see play itself out to 20,000 men killed in Israel because of a civil war, and now here is 
one more step, a man seeking worldly council, taking worldly advice, applying the advice of Oprah and Dr. Phil, 
sounding good but being nowhere near the word of God, and we're going to watch it play itself out. To which I say, 
for anyone, we make decisions everyday, and a wise man and wise woman base all their decisions on the word of 
God, which we'll see here today, and those who surround themselves with Godly council will find themselves in 
safety. 
 
WOW what a Difference Between a Nathan and a Jonadab 
Boy, just look at that difference between Nathan, who's a gift, comes and speaks the word of truth and boldness, 
and then look at a Jonadab. Comes and fuels lies and lust. Destroys a man's life. Choose your friends wisely. 
Surround yourself with Nathans and separate yourself from the Jonadab’s. Those who are filled with the flesh. 
Because they can influence you. 
 
Amnon doesn’t want godly counsel, he wants to hear what he wants to hear.  But Christian, even if what someone 
says is 99% in accordance with the word, but they give you a 1% direction and counsel that is against the word of 
God…… separate from them, else they will lead you down the road to become another casualty. 
 
David Sends Tamar to Amnon (13:6-7) 
2 Samuel 13:6 Then Amnon lay down and pretended to be ill; and when the king came to see him, Amnon said 
to the king, “Please let Tamar my sister come and make a couple of cakes for me in my sight, that I may eat from 
her hand.”  
2 Samuel 13:7 And David sent home to Tamar, saying, “Now go to your brother Amnon’s house, and prepare 
food for him.”  
 
David Cant See What Jonadab Saw – David Out of Touch with his Kids 
So verse seven, David comes, looks in on Amnon, and falls for the ploy here. And if you look back at verse four, 
Jonadab recognize something in Amnon that David didn't really, and that Jonahdab noticed that Amnon was 
growing thinner and thinner everyday. And David comes, Amnom plays sickness, but David really only sees the 
moment. He doesn't see what's been happening over the last several days or months, however long this has been. 
So what we're seeing here is that David, he's really lost touch with his children. He is kind of out of touch with 
them, he's not knowing what's going on in their lives on a daily basis. Oh I know David has a kingdom to run, I 
know David has some wars to fight. We know David though, he also has been out of touch because of other 
reasons. 
 
Parents – You need to Stay in Touch with Your Kids 
I think there's a word here for every one of us parents, regardless of our children's age, and that's the necessity to 
stay in touch with what's going on in their life. And that will require staying in touch, but I'm more so saying staying 
in touch on a regular basis. Being involved, understanding what's going on in their life so that you can minister to 
them, so that you can speak wisdom to them. If they're in their youth age so that they can't play a story on you 
either. Such as this. I'm sick, send my sister, or I'm going to so and so's for a sleepover, but we know that's not the 
case. We need to stay involved, hear their hearts, invest in their hearts and like Joab and Job, we need to regularly 
pray, daily, for them and what's going on in their life. As Job would make sacrifice for his kids, everyday, so that 
they might not sin against god, and if you've ever field-dressed if you're a hunter, you know how long it takes to 



prepare an animal, and if you're a cook, how long it takes to prepare a meal, so you can imagine how long and how 
much time Job spent preparing an praying for his children everyday. And that's what we need to do. 
Job 1:5 (NKJV) 5 So it was, when the days of feasting had run their course, that Job would send and sanctify them, and he would rise early in the 
morning and offer burnt offerings according to the number of them all. For Job said, “It may be that my sons have sinned and cursed God in their 
hearts.” Thus Job did regularly.  

 
Playing Pool with My Son 
It has to be purposed, we have to purpose it with awareness, for it wont just happen naturally, as there are just so 
many distraction to distract us from it.  And listen, maybe you haven’t been so great at it, and you think it is missed 
and lost at this point, NOT SO!  God wants you to win, and will do all if you allow Him to.  When me and my young 
son play pool, when he misses the ball, I say try that again, no matter how many misses he makes, I say try again 
until he gets good connection.  My goal is not to win, my goal and joy will be when he can play pool at my level.  I 
will have great joy when he can compete at my level, and beat me.  And that is your heavenly Father, and he says 
over and over again, redo, redo, I want you to rise up to my level.  He will do that for you mom and dads. 
 
We Are here To raise Our Kids in the Lord 
If it means putting aside promotion and wealth and whatever it may be, then so be it. Because this is what we've 
been put here for. To raise our kids in the ways of the lord. 
 
Tamar Pleads with Amnon (13:8-13) 
2 Samuel 13:8 So Tamar went to her brother Amnon’s house; and he was lying down. Then she took flour and 
kneaded it, made cakes in his sight, and baked the cakes.  
2 Samuel 13:9 And she took the pan and placed them out before him, but he refused to eat. Then Amnon said, 
“Have everyone go out from me.” And they all went out from him.  
2 Samuel 13:10 Then Amnon said to Tamar, “Bring the food into the bedroom, that I may eat from your hand.” 
And Tamar took the cakes which she had made, and brought them to Amnon her brother in the bedroom.  
2 Samuel 13:11 Now when she had brought them to him to eat, he took hold of her and said to her, “Come, lie 
with me, my sister.”  
2 Samuel 13:12 But she answered him, “No, my brother, do not force me, for no such thing should be done in 
Israel. Do not do this disgraceful thing!  
2 Samuel 13:13 And I, where could I take my shame? And as for you, you would be like one of the fools in Israel. 
Now therefore, please speak to the king; for he will not withhold me from you.”  
 
Tamar Knows David will not Allow This / Lust Removes Ability to Reason 
Verse 13, Tamar, she tries to get Amnon to reason and says, let's get the dad and let him decide. No Tamar knows 
that David's going to go, "That is against the word of God". Tamar knows that it is. She's not in any way complying 
to this, and I believe so does Amnon. He knows that this is the word of the lord and he's violated it, and he doesn't 
want anyone else's voice. He doesn't want council because he's afraid what that council will say, and the council 
will say no so he won't go to it. And that's what happens when lust overflows. Man, woman, loses their ability to 
reason. 
Leviticus 18:9–11 (NKJV) 9 The nakedness of your sister, the daughter of your father, or the daughter of your mother, whether born at home or 
elsewhere, their nakedness you shall not uncover. 10 The nakedness of your son’s daughter or your daughter’s daughter, their nakedness you 
shall not uncover; for theirs is your own nakedness. 11 The nakedness of your father’s wife’s daughter, begotten by your father—she is your 
sister—you shall not uncover her nakedness.  
 
Leviticus 20:17 (NKJV) 17 ‘If a man takes his sister, his father’s daughter or his mother’s daughter, and sees her nakedness and she sees his 
nakedness, it is a wicked thing. And they shall be cut off in the sight of their people. He has uncovered his sister’s nakedness. He shall bear his 
guilt.  
 
Deuteronomy 27:22 (NKJV) 22 ‘Cursed is the one who lies with his sister, the daughter of his father or the daughter of his mother.’ “And all the 
people shall say, ‘Amen!’  

 
David Knew the Word – But in Lust Disregarded It 
David demonstrates the knowledge of the Bible, if you would, the Word of God that was given to the nation of 
Israel. We see him quoting a four-fold restoration for the stealing of the sheep. We see him quoting to Joab, "Don't 



you remember the story back in Judges of getting to close to the wall?" So he demonstrates there's a knowledge of 
the Word of God, but he demonstrates a disregard. Though he hears it, he doesn't apply it personally. 
2 Samuel 12:6 (NKJV) 6 And he shall restore fourfold for the lamb, because he did this thing and because he had no pity.”  
 
2 Samuel 11:21 (NKJV) 21 Who struck Abimelech the son of Jerubbesheth? Was it not a woman who cast a piece of a millstone on him from the 
wall, so that he died in Thebez? Why did you go near the wall?’—then you shall say, ‘Your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also.’ ”  

 
Amnon Knew the Word - But in Lust Disregarded It 
Tamar quotes to Amnon that what he wants to do is a disgrace to the nation of Israel, and that's based on the 
Word of God for the standard is the compass that God has given them. So there is an understanding of the Word, 
but a disregard for the living it out and applying of the Word on Amnon's behalf. 
 
David Can’t Say Anything – Dad’s Sons Will Follow You to Gerar 
So here, Amnon does this disgraceful act upon his half-sister, and what can David say as Amnon was consumed 
with the flesh and could not overcome the flesh because of its lustly desire could David say anything to him in that 
David could not control himself with Bathsheba. As we say, dad's, your sons will always follow you to Gerar and 
that is a reference where Abraham goes down to Egypt. Then we see Isaac does the same and tells the same lie 
that Abraham's told because our sons are watching us and following our footsteps. 
Genesis 20:2 (NKJV) 2 Now Abraham said of Sarah his wife, “She is my sister.” And Abimelech king of Gerar sent and took Sarah.  
 
Genesis 26:6–7 (NKJV) 6 So Isaac dwelt in Gerar. 7 And the men of the place asked about his wife. And he said, “She is my sister”; for he was 
afraid to say, “She is my wife,” because he thought, “lest the men of the place kill me for Rebekah, because she is beautiful to behold.”  

 
Footprints in the Snow 
I'm reminded of the story of the dad going down on a cold wintry day to a liquor store. He sneaks out thinking 
nobody sees him. He walks out into a fresh laid snowfall and as he walks, he senses that someone's following him. 
As he turns, he sees his little six-year-old behind him in his snow boots taking big steps trying to walk in his father's 
footprints that just were laid down into the fresh snow. The father says, "What are you doing, son," to which he 
replies, "I'm following in your footsteps, daddy." 
 
Jesus Says Shema Greatest Command 
Jesus would say that the Shema is the greatest command: 
Matthew 22:35–40 (NKJV) 35 Then one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, and saying, 36 “Teacher, which is the great 
commandment in the law?” 37 Jesus said to him, “ ‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your 
mind.’ 38 This is the first and great commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two 
commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.”  
 
Deuteronomy 6:4–5 (NKJV) 4 “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one! 5 You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all 
your soul, and with all your strength.  

 
Shema – Hear & Obey Same Word 
For thousands of years, every morning and evening, Jewish people have prayed these well known words as a way 
of expressing their devotion to God. They're called the Shema. "Hear, O Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is one. 
And as for you, you shall love the Lord your God with all of your heart, with all of your soul, and with all of your 
strength." 
 
Now, the first word of the Shema is hear or listen, which in Hebrew is pronounced shema, that's where the prayer 
gets its name. Now, shema is a really common word in the Hebrew and it's obvious why, hearing is a very universal 
activity. It's usually connected with the ear, as in Proverbs chapter 20, "Ears that shema and eyes that see, the Lord 
has made them both." Now that seems basic enough. 
 
But if you look at the other ways that Hebrew authors can use the word shema, they use it to mean more than just 
let sound-waves enter your ear. In Hebrew, shema can also mean pay attention to or focus on. So when Leah, who 
wasn't loved by her husband Jacob, she has a son and she names him Simon, or in Hebrew [Sim-on], because she 
says, "The Lord has shema that I am unloved." So shema means to hear and to pay attention to, and even more, it 
can also mean responding to what you hear. 



 
This is why so many of the cries for help in the book of Psalms begin as a call that God listen. Psalm 27 verse 7, 
"Shema my voice when I call, O Lord, be merciful, answer me." So asking God to shema is at the same time asking 
God to act, to do something. Similar to when God asks people to listen, like when the people of Israel come to 
Mount Sinai, God says, "If you shema me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all the nations you will will be my 
treasured possession." 
 
Now there's a couple of interesting things about this verse in Exodus. In Hebrew, the word shema is repeated twice 
in this sentence to give it emphasis. If you shema, shema, meaning listen closely. But also notice that from God's 
point of view, listening is basically the same as keeping the covenant. So when God asked the people to shema, 
what he means is that they listen and obey. 
 
That's the last fascinating thing about shema, in ancient Hebrew there is no separate word for obey, meaning, to 
carry out the wishes of someone who knows better than you or is in authority over you. So in the Bible if you want 
to say, "I will listen and do what you say", you use the single word shema. In Hebrew, listening and doing are two 
sides of the same coin. This is why later in Israel's history when the people were breaking their covenant promises 
with God, the Hebrew prophets would say things like, "They have ears, but they're not listening." The Israelites of 
course could hear just fine, but they weren't actually listening, or else they would act differently. So in the end, 
listening, in the Bible, is about giving respect to the one speaking to you and doing what they say. Real listening 
takes effort and action, and that's the Hebrew word shema. 
 
Jesus – If Love Me Keep My Comands 
Jesus said, if you love me you will keep my command.  Keeping His commands is loving Him.  People say how can I 
love Him as He says, that sounds forced.  Loving God is keeping His commands, and amazingly you find when you 
remove the clutter of sin and disobedience, how the emotions of love follow. 
John 14:15 (NKJV) 15 “If you love Me, keep My commandments.  
 

Amnon Rapes Tamar (13:14) 
2 Samuel 13:14 However, he would not heed her voice; and being stronger than she, he forced her and lay with 
her.  
 
When Sin Driving – Little Distance between Love and Hate 
Verse 14, when sin is driving, there is little distance between love and hate. Again, when sin is driving, there is little 
distance between love and hate. 
 
Amno Throws Kingdom Away for a Moment 
Verse 14, he forces himself. So understand this. Amnon is first in line. He should be and would be the next kind of 
Israel after David dies, and for one moment he throws his whole future and kingdom away. 
2 Samuel 3:2–5 (NKJV) 2 Sons were born to David in Hebron: His firstborn was Amnon by Ahinoam the Jezreelitess; 3 his second, Chileab, by 
Abigail the widow of Nabal the Carmelite; the third, Absalom the son of Maacah, the daughter of Talmai, king of Geshur; 4 the fourth, Adonijah 
the son of Haggith; the fifth, Shephatiah the son of Abital; 5 and the sixth, Ithream, by David’s wife Eglah. These were born to David in Hebron.  

 
God’s Word – Always to Protect and Provide 
God’s word is always given to us and “for us” to protect us and provide for us. 
 
A Heart Behind everything God Says 
There is a heart behind everything God says.  And that heart is a God who loves you. 
 
Amnon Despises Tamar (13:15-19) 
2 Samuel 13:15 Then Amnon hated her exceedingly, so that the hatred with which he hated her was greater 
than the love with which he had loved her. And Amnon said to her, “Arise, be gone!”  
2 Samuel 13:16 So she said to him, “No, indeed! This evil of sending me away is worse than the other that you 
did to me.” But he would not listen to her.  



2 Samuel 13:17 Then he called his servant who attended him, and said, “Here! Put this woman out, away from 
me, and bolt the door behind her.”  
 
He Hates – because She Doesn’t Respond 
So Amnon goes from so-called love, to hatred, in a moment.  Some think he reacts like this because he feels guilty 
for what he has done, but I do not think that for he never repents, and never looks to take ownership of his guilt.  I 
think he hates her because Tamar doesn’t respond to the “movie” he had created in his mind, this great romance, 
and she would desire him.  He realizes, he is repulsive in her eyes, and his reality cant live up to his fantasy, 
because Tamar sees him for what he truly is. 
 
Oh sisters, brothers too, thankfully you have a choice, you don’t have to be forced, and I pray that if that person 
you are dating wants you sexually, they don’t love you……. They are in love with themselves and only care about 
themselves.  
 
Maybe You Have had Door Bolted Behind You / God Sees you – May He Minister to you 
Verse 17, I know there are many here today and listening. If that's how you feel and you've still never gotten over 
it, someone used you, took advantage of you, and then threw you out, and bolted the door, and never looked back 
at you, my heart goes out to you, and I pray the spirit of the living God comes and comforts you, because he sees. 
Just like Hagar under the tree cast out, kicked out, sits down to simply die. God shows up, speaks those wonderful 
words, "I'm the God who sees." He sees you, and he wants to comfort you. He wants to minister to you. These are 
hard things in the midst of a fallen world. I know that, but I know God sees, and that he wants to minister to you 
right now.  God sees every detail, every heartache, and He wants to minister to you in love right now today. 
Genesis 16:13–14 (NKJV) 13 Then she called the name of the LORD who spoke to her, You-Are-the-God-Who-Sees; for she said, “Have I also here 
seen Him who sees me?” 14 Therefore the well was called Beer Lahai Roi; observe, it is between Kadesh and Bered.  

 
2 Samuel 13:18 Now she had on a robe of many colors, for the king’s virgin daughters wore such apparel. And 
his servant put her out and bolted the door behind her.  
2 Samuel 13:19 Then Tamar put ashes on her head, and tore her robe of many colors that was on her, and laid 
her hand on her head and went away crying bitterly.  
 
Torn Robe 
Tamar tears her robe as a sign of a ruined life, for now she will be considered in that culture impure for marriage 
because she is not a virgin. 
 
Amnon Takes Tamar’s Future – In A Moment / God Gives Warning to You Today – You Have no Right 
Verse 19, she runs out crushed and as Amnon had traded his future for a moment, Amnon took Tamar's future in a 
moment, because she is no longer a virgin. She is no longer pure. That was the gift given on the wedding night in 
that culture, and the sensitivity of it. She's been shamed because of this rape. In one moment, Amnon took her 
whole future. God's definitely giving a warning call to anyone here today that you've been pushing, you've been 
letting the crafty one speak to you, and you're on the edge of doing something that you know is not in accordance 
with the word of God. Not just your life will be changed in a moment, but that person who you have no right to 
determine their life on your own. Their life is Gods. I pray that the Lord speaks to you, convicts you, and empowers 
you to overcome and walk away from whatever that thing might be that you're playing with, because it's ready to 
go from an ember to a fire, and it won't be able to be quenched. 
 
She is Not Just David’s Daughter – But a Princess 
Let it be known that she's not just David's daughter that makes her a princess. He's touching a princess, and you, 
your sisters in the Lord are all princesses, because that's your father in heaven who's the king. 
 
David Does Nothing (13:20-21) 
2 Samuel 13:20 And Absalom her brother said to her, “Has Amnon your brother been with you? But now hold 
your peace, my sister. He is your brother; do not take this thing to heart.” So Tamar remained desolate in her 
brother Absalom’s house.  



 
Absalom Says Not your Fault 
Absalom tells Tamar, "Don't take this to heart. He is your brother," and he's making a statement, you had no 
reason to think that a brother would do this to you. You have no fault in this. You are the innocent party. Don't 
condemn yourself or convict yourself that it's your wrong. This is all his wrong." Those are good words. It's a good 
word from a brother. 
 
David Does Nothing / Not to Amnon – Nor for Tamar – Nor for Absalom 
And so we read that David does nothing and we immediately go, "He does nothing to Amnon," and that is true. But 
let it be noted he does nothing for Tamar. He doesn't come to minister to her. He doesn't come to let her know 
that she's loved. There's no recording that David ministered to her at all and he doesn't come to Absalom and he 
doesn't discuss to Absalom, "Here's what's happened. We need a family meeting." He just lets everything be, 
thinking that it will go away. But sin never goes away. It only sits and grows and festers more and more and we talk 
about the parable of soils for the seed. Well, Satan has a seed too. So when he finds good soil, he's gonna grow a 
crop that's gonna bring 100 fold and this is gonna fester for two years and it's gonna bring a bounty. At the end, 
the whole string's gonna carry out 20,000 lives. 
Mark 4:13–20 (KJV 1900) 13 And he said unto them, Know ye not this parable? and how then will ye know all parables? 14 The sower soweth the 
word. 15 And these are they by the way side, where the word is sown; but when they have heard, Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away 
the word that was sown in their hearts. 16 And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when they have heard the word, 
immediately receive it with gladness; 17 And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction or persecution 
ariseth for the word’s sake, immediately they are offended. 18 And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the word, 19 And 
the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful. 20 
And these are they which are sown on good ground; such as hear the word, and receive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and 
some an hundred.  

 
2 Corinthians 10:3–6 (NKJV) 3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. 4 For the weapons of our warfare are not 
carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, 5 casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge 
of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, 6 and being ready to punish all disobedience when your obedience is 
fulfilled.  

 
God Would Have Spoke to David on What to Do 
And so we would have this uniqueness that if a man touched a virgin, he was to marry her and never put her away. 
But a brother was never to marry a sister. You know what? There's gray areas of the word that God will speak. 
David should have been going to the priest, should have been going to Nathan. They should have been going to the 
temple and they should have said, "Lord, what do we do here?" Because surely what not to do is to do nothing. 
Some would be quick to simply kill him, which could be against God's word. Some would be quick to say he must 
take her, which God might say, "That's not the response." But we know the one response is not to do nothing is 
not. 
 
Absalom has Amnon Killed (13:22-29) 
2 Samuel 13:21 But when King David heard of all these things, he was very angry.  
 
Past Failings Doesn’t Negate the Truth of the Word 
Verse 21, although David found himself in a hard place to judge because of his past failing, it still doesn't remove 
that God's word is true. That's a word for anyone here today, don't let your past failings nullify you and don't think 
they disqualify you from being that parent, from being that spouse, from being that friend, because the word of 
God is still true, it's still right, and it's still powerful, regardless if we failed in the past regarding it. If anything, you 
can come with a brokenness and say, "Listen, you do not want to do this. I did it and it was pleasurable for a 
season, or it was miserable for the moment," whatever that was for you. The point is, you can say, "God's word for 
two reason. To protect and to provide. I can tell you what I was not protected from because of entering into this 
sin, and what wasn't provided to me, and I'm still paying for it today, and I don't want you to." Don't let a past 
failing nullify you from trusting and believing in the word of God today to give to another brother and sister. 
 
 
 



Parents God’s Word not a Sliding-Scale Based on Age 
There is too many times I hear parents when their children turn into young adults say, "Well, they're just doing 
what I did," as if the Bible is a sliding scale based on our age and our hormones. Parents, it doesn't matter if that's 
what you did. You need to come stand firm to the word of God in love and say, "This is what the word of God says. 
This is the word of God in our house, and as for me and my house, we shall serve the Lord." 
 
2 Samuel 13:22 And Absalom spoke to his brother Amnon neither good nor bad. For Absalom hated Amnon, 
because he had forced his sister Tamar.  
2 Samuel 13:23 And it came to pass, after two full years, that Absalom had sheepshearers in Baal Hazor, which is 
near Ephraim; so Absalom invited all the king’s sons.  
 
Sheep Shearing is Harvest Time - Celebration 
Here is the time of sheep shearing where they're going to bring in all the wool and bring in a great bounty of 
harvest. It's just like the harvest of the crops, it was always a big celebration. We read that in the story of Ruth at 
the threshing floor. We read this back in First Samuel where there's a big party going on at Nabal, the husband of 
Abigail, and you will see that through big celebrations. It's pay day, all my hard work, this is finally paying off. At 
the end, after the hard work they'd have a big celebration, days long because this was going to be the money that 
kept them going for another year. 
 
2 Samuel 13:24 Then Absalom came to the king and said, “Kindly note, your servant has sheepshearers; please, 
let the king and his servants go with your servant.”  
2 Samuel 13:25 But the king said to Absalom, “No, my son, let us not all go now, lest we be a burden to you.” 
Then he urged him, but he would not go; and he blessed him.  
 
David declined Absalom’s invitation to the party but allowed his sons to go. 
 
2 Samuel 13:26 Then Absalom said, “If not, please let my brother Amnon go with us.” And the king said to him, 
“Why should he go with you?”  
2 Samuel 13:27 But Absalom urged him; so he let Amnon and all the king’s sons go with him.  
2 Samuel 13:28 Now Absalom had commanded his servants, saying, “Watch now, when Amnon’s heart is merry 
with wine, and when I say to you, ‘Strike Amnon!’ then kill him. Do not be afraid. Have I not commanded you? 
Be courageous and valiant.”  
2 Samuel 13:29 So the servants of Absalom did to Amnon as Absalom had commanded. Then all the king’s sons 
arose, and each one got on his mule and fled.  
 
2 years – Absalom Grows Bitter at Amnon & David 
As time goes on for two years, Absalom doesn't just continue to grow bitter at Amnon, we will see as the rest of 
this book plays out, he's becoming bitter at David for doing nothing, and so David propagates a bad situation, 
makes it worse. 
 
It is Hard not to Hate Amnon / But Hatred will Consume You / Absalom’s Hatred brings his Own Death 
And so we would say, "If I was Absalom, I'd hate him too." But you know, there's a difference between hatred and 
the word of the Lord and what God would have for us. Forgiveness means to send away. Absalom holds this hatred 
in his heart and notice what it does to him. It consumes him and he waits for two years for his moment to kill 
Amnon. But the fact is Absalom's hatred ends up killing him as he will die in the midst of all this. Hatred in your 
heart is murder and usually you're the one who's killed in it. 
 
Beloved Let it Go / Absalom Took it Home – to Wife – to Kids 
I know this is hard. But I believe we see one of the greatest examples. I don't know if anyone's in here and we're 
filled with forgiveness for Amnon and all of us want judgment. He deserves to die. First, let me address this. It will 
eat you alive. Let it go. That person that you hate, that person you believe has brought this great injustice to you, 
evil upon you, you will be the one who is consumed and it will go across every boundary of your life because 
Absalom would have took this home into his marriage. He would have took this home to his children. He would 



have took this home in his relationship with his sister and it goes on and on and on and it will destroy his life and so 
will hatred. We need to seek the Lord and go, "Lord, justice belongs to You. I've been wronged. They've done this 
to me. But I'm gonna seek You, Lord," and let the peace of God bring that healing to you in this, that He's still the 
God of Heaven and He's on the throne and He sees and He sees you. 
 
Jesus Crucified – was Injustice / Be careful Demanding Justice 
But there's a great injustice. The Son of God was put upon a cross for my sin and your sin. Thus, we must be careful 
about demanding justice. Thus, we must be careful about demanding what's fair because it's pretty hard to call fair 
the Son of God being brutalized, stabbed, pierced, nailed, hung, and said to them, "Guiltless." Just consider that. 
2 Corinthians 5:21 (NKJV) 21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.  
 
Mark 15:15–20 (NKJV) 15 So Pilate, wanting to gratify the crowd, released Barabbas to them; and he delivered Jesus, after he had scourged Him, 
to be crucified. 16 Then the soldiers led Him away into the hall called Praetorium, and they called together the whole garrison. 17 And they 
clothed Him with purple; and they twisted a crown of thorns, put it on His head, 18 and began to salute Him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 19 Then they 
struck Him on the head with a reed and spat on Him; and bowing the knee, they worshiped Him. 20 And when they had mocked Him, they took 
the purple off Him, put His own clothes on Him, and led Him out to crucify Him.  

 
A Mirror – Judging & Amazing Grace 
Because I believe this story very well God puts before us to examine our hearts on judging and being judged and 
we will see amazing grace for us. Regarding Absalom, the proverb says, "Guard your heart for out of it springs the 
heart, the issue of life." 
 
David Told of Amnon’s Murder (13:30-36) 
2 Samuel 13:30 And it came to pass, while they were on the way, that news came to David, saying, “Absalom 
has killed all the king’s sons, and not one of them is left!”  
2 Samuel 13:31 So the king arose and tore his garments and lay on the ground, and all his servants stood by with 
their clothes torn.  
2 Samuel 13:32 Then Jonadab the son of Shimeah, David’s brother, answered and said, “Let not my lord suppose 
they have killed all the young men, the king’s sons, for only Amnon is dead. For by the command of Absalom this 
has been determined from the day that he forced his sister Tamar.  
2 Samuel 13:33 Now therefore, let not my lord the king take the thing to his heart, to think that all the king’s 
sons are dead. For only Amnon is dead.”  
2 Samuel 13:34 Then Absalom fled. And the young man who was keeping watch lifted his eyes and looked, and 
there, many people were coming from the road on the hillside behind him.  
2 Samuel 13:35 And Jonadab said to the king, “Look, the king’s sons are coming; as your servant said, so it is.”  
2 Samuel 13:36 So it was, as soon as he had finished speaking, that the king’s sons indeed came, and they lifted 
up their voice and wept. Also the king and all his servants wept very bitterly.  
 
Because David Did Nothing 2 Years Ago 
Because David did nothing two years earlier.  All this chaos is happening 
 
Absalom Goes into Exile (13:37-39) 
2 Samuel 13:37 But Absalom fled and went to Talmai the son of Ammihud, king of Geshur. And David mourned 
for his son every day.  
2 Samuel 13:38 So Absalom fled and went to Geshur, and was there three years.  
2 Samuel 13:39 And King David longed to go to Absalom. For he had been comforted concerning Amnon, 
because he was dead.  
 
Heads to Geshur 
Running for his life, Absalom fled to Geshur most likely because his mother was from Geshur 
 
All the Details – of Dysfunctional Family / God Saying I Can Fix This 
We are given these details because God's a god of details. He is making it known and clear, "I knew every detail of 
what was going on here, and I know every detail of what's going on in your family life, maybe dysfunctional as it 



is." At any given moment, all of them could have came and says, "Lord, fix this," and He would have. If you will 
come, He will say the same to you, "I can fix this." 
 
Conclusion 
God Never Wastes a Warning 
I have noticed in my own walk that God never wastes His warnings, be they through Scripture, through a sermon, 
or through a conversation. Whenever there is a word shared, it is intended for me personally. And this word is no 
exception. Make a decision today to abstain from those things that war against your soul. If you give in to lust, 
you’ll have a little pleasure followed by a lifetime of pain. If you flee lust, you’ll have a little pain followed by a 
lifetime of pleasure. It’s your choice. Make the right one. 
 
The Word of God is Living & Powerful 
The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives. 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

 
In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 
• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  

• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
 
Boldly Come to Throne of Grace 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might work in 
you, and through you. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
End of Study 
 
 
  



2 Samuel 14 
2 Samuel 14:1-33 
 
Outline 2 Samuel 14: 

• Joab Devises a Scheme (14:1-3) 

• The Woman Presents a Story to David (14:4-20) 

• David Sends Joab to Bring Absalom Back to Jerusalem (14:21-23) 

• David Would Not See Absalom for Two Years (14:24-29) 

• Absalom Burns Joab’s Field (14:30-32) 

• David and Absalom See Each for First Time in 5 Years (14:33) 
 
The Theme / David’s Sin – David’s Disconnection from Children – Absalom’s Root of Bitterness 
We pick up here in chapter 14, and we will have a continual theme, very much like the theme of life in many ways, 
repeats itself and plays on itself and builds on itself for the rest of this book which very much is like the rest of a 
life. We build on the theme of : 

• David's sin and the consequences of it, always a consequence of sin. Do not be deceived. Whatever man 
sows, that shall he reaps. So David is reaping the whirlwind of what was but a moment and then it built 
off and came into these consequences that we see.  

• Then we will see and it carries its weight through for the rest of the book as these things do for the rest of 
lives is David's disconnection with his children. Yes, a father but not a leader. We'll talk about that in our 
study today and through the rest of our studies through this book. 

• Then lastly, we see the poison of bitterness and it is going to eat Absalom literally alive as his bitterness 
will be the end of him and it will kill him and that is what the root of bitterness always does, it chokes out 
until you can't breathe and there's death and we'll talk about that in our study today.  

 
Recap 
Let’s refresh from where we closed last week: 
2 Samuel 13:21–29 (NKJV) 21 But when King David heard of all these things, he was very angry. 22 And Absalom 
spoke to his brother Amnon neither good nor bad. For Absalom hated Amnon, because he had forced his sister 
Tamar. 23 And it came to pass, after two full years, that Absalom had sheepshearers in Baal Hazor, which is near 
Ephraim; so Absalom invited all the king’s sons. 24 Then Absalom came to the king and said, “Kindly note, your 
servant has sheepshearers; please, let the king and his servants go with your servant.” 25 But the king said to 
Absalom, “No, my son, let us not all go now, lest we be a burden to you.” Then he urged him, but he would not go; 
and he blessed him. 26 Then Absalom said, “If not, please let my brother Amnon go with us.” And the king said to 
him, “Why should he go with you?” 27 But Absalom urged him; so he let Amnon and all the king’s sons go with him. 
28 Now Absalom had commanded his servants, saying, “Watch now, when Amnon’s heart is merry with wine, and 
when I say to you, ‘Strike Amnon!’ then kill him. Do not be afraid. Have I not commanded you? Be courageous and 
valiant.” 29 So the servants of Absalom did to Amnon as Absalom had commanded. Then all the king’s sons arose, 
and each one got on his mule and fled.  
 
I Thank God for Jesus Christ / Have Been Given the Ability to Forgive 
Thank God for Jesus Christ. Thank God for the cross. Thank God that we've been given the ability to forgive, to 
forget it, to put it away as far as the east is from the west. As far as the east is from the west, we claim that 
promise all the time that God does that for us. He takes our sin and puts it as far as the east is from the west and 
there is no coming back once you send it to the east. It's how God tells us to forgive. But that is how we are to 
forgive and forget, as far as the east is from the west, you put it out, you put it away and you forget about it. 
Because if you don't, it's going to come back and it's going to eat you from the inside out until it kills you. I thank 
Jesus Christ that I don't have to carry un-forgiveness, that He's given me means to forgive and to put it away so it 
doesn't have to be something that I carry every day of my life and be burdened by it every day of my life. Thank 
God for the cross and the power that comes through it. 
Psalm 103:12 (NKJV) 12 As far as the east is from the west, So far has He removed our transgressions from us.  

 



Matthew 18 - Tormentors 
Jesus says in Matthew 18 to forgive as we've been forgiven. He does that to protect us and to provide us. It's 
always His purpose of His word for us, to protect from things that will harm us and then to provide for us, to give 
us a peace and the joy and abundance, whatever would come from His hand. But He's also tells us that for those 
who will not forgive, that tormentors will come. Jesus says that the tormentors will come and you will be 
tormented by un-forgiveness.  
Matthew 18:32–35 (NKJV) 32 Then his master, after he had called him, said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you 
begged me. 33 Should you not also have had compassion on your fellow servant, just as I had pity on you?’ 34 And his master was angry, and 
delivered him to the torturers until he should pay all that was due to him. 35 “So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from his 
heart, does not forgive his brother his trespasses.”  
 
Matthew 18:32–35 (KJV 1900) 32 Then his lord, after that he had called him, said unto him, O thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt, 
because thou desiredst me: 33 Shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy fellowservant, even as I had pity on thee? 34 And his lord was 
wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, till he should pay all that was due unto him. 35 So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto 
you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their trespasses.  

 
Absalom Simmers – then Kills / Then Simmers for 5 More – then Rebels / He is Tormented for 7 Years 
Here, Absalom, he waited and stood and simmered for two years waiting and finally responding to his heart and he 
kills his brother Amnon. Then he goes into exile for three years there at his grandfather's land of Geshur. 
Then we will read, there will be another two years and he will have his rebellion. Seven years, he is tormented for 
seven years over this matter with his brother Amnon and then it compounds into his relationship with his father. 
He's equally bitter with his brother as he is with his half-brother Amnon for what has happened, and the 
tormentors torment him for seven years. What misery for seven years. 
 
7 Years of Meager Existence / Maybe You are in Year 7 
Seven years of a meager existence, because you're definitely not living a life of joy. You're not living and enjoying 
the things of the spirit because of that bitterness, that hatred, who can claim the abundant life when there's 
tormentors tormenting them. Seven years of alive but not living. There's some here today right now, you're on 
your seventh year. You might be on your 14th year, your 21st year. Some of you are on pace for seven years 
because you will not and you refuse to forgive till you get your revenge or even if you do, that thought continually 
of that person is just filled with hatred and you're tormented. 
 
I Pray Today is Day of Freedom / Put it East from West / No Longer a Slave / Communion Reflection 
I pray today it's your day of freedom. Day that chains will be broken. That you put your un-forgiveness for that 
situation as far as the east is from the west.  You declare your proclamation of emancipation, "I'm no longer a slave 
to this. I'm no longer a slave to this hatred, anger, resentment and bitterness. I'm going to walk out of here a free 
man and Jesus Christ is going to break the chains and lead the way." When we do communion, you're going to 
have a time that you can just sit and say, "Jesus, set me free. I want to be done with this." 
 
They Won’t Get Away with It / God Allows No One to Get Away with Sin 
Understand this, as wrong as they were and maybe as right as you are in that situation or whatever had happened, 
you're not going to get away with it. God in his timing will do what God desires to do. Part of it is to draw you 
closer to him. Part of it is to give them their time to repent, give them opportunity. But at some point, God will 
judge that sin. They won't get away with it. David will tell you, "I did not get away with it." He was still King David, 
but he did not get away with it and we'll see him have to leave his throne as a consequence for his sin.  Absalom 
with not get away with the murder of his brother. Amnon did not get away for the rape of his half-sister. No one 
gets away with their sin. Sin will judge itself and if need be God will judge that sin but that sin will be judged. You 
can just rest in that. Though you've been wronged, God sees, God knows. Though you've been wrong, may God tell 
you, it will be righted. There will be a price that will be paid but may we all just rest in vengeance as the Lord will 
let you do it in your perfect sovereign eyes and ability. As for me, I'm just going to get up and I'm going to start 
living. A proclamation of emancipation, I've been set free. 
 
 
 



Un-Forgiveness Satan’s Play / Demonic realm Behind It 
Evil spirits will torment Christians who refuse to forgive. Because un-forgiveness is in the very wheelhouse of 
Satan. Un-Forgiveness is one of his greatest pleasures and ploys to keep families, marriages and churches, nations, 
countries and continents divided. There is a demonic realm behind un-forgiveness that is beyond just our hearts. 
Evil spirits will torment those who refuse to forgive. 
 
I Thank God for The Cross – Holy Spirit / That We Can Come and Say Take It – Set Me Free 
Thank God for the holy Spirit. Thank God that we can go to the cross. Thank God that we can come to him and say, 
"Lord, I have such anger and hatred in my heart. Jesus, please remove this. Set me free," and he will do it. Not only 
he can do it, he will do it. But he needs you to lift it, hold it to him and say, "Take it." You need to get it from that 
shielded position, that grip that you have on it, just lift it to the Lord like holy hands, "Take it, set me free." 
 
I Pray Marriages Healed & Set Free / Families – Unity and Reunions / Same for the Church 
I pray there's marriages that are being healed today right now even as I speak. I pray there's unity, restoring 
between a family right now as I speak. I pray that there's unity and reunion that comes within the church right now 
as I speak. Jesus, pour the blood of Jesus over this situation. Set them free. Praise be to God. 
 
You Know What is Wonderful – When Jesus Takes it – Never Comes Back 
You know what's so wonderful about this when Jesus takes it, when Jesus takes it, when we give it to Jesus and 
Jesus takes it, you know what's so wonderful about it, it never comes back. It never comes back when you send it 
and give it to him because he's going to send it as far as the east is from the west and it will never come back and 
you will be set free. 
 
Joab Devises a Scheme (14:1-3) 
2 Samuel 14:1 So Joab the son of Zeruiah perceived that the king’s heart was concerned about Absalom.  
2 Samuel 14:2 And Joab sent to Tekoa and brought from there a wise woman, and said to her, “Please pretend 
to be a mourner, and put on mourning apparel; do not anoint yourself with oil, but act like a woman who has 
been mourning a long time for the dead.  
2 Samuel 14:3 Go to the king and speak to him in this manner.” So Joab put the words in her mouth.  
 
Trapped Again by a Tale 
Two chapters earlier, David was convicted when Nathan told the story of a man with a lamb. Here, he will be 
trapped by a tale once again. 
 
The Woman Presents a Story to David (14:4-20) 
2 Samuel 14:4 And when the woman of Tekoa spoke to the king, she fell on her face to the ground and 
prostrated herself, and said, “Help, O king!”  
2 Samuel 14:5 Then the king said to her, “What troubles you?” And she answered, “Indeed I am a widow, my 
husband is dead.  
2 Samuel 14:6 Now your maidservant had two sons; and the two fought with each other in the field, and there 
was no one to part them, but the one struck the other and killed him.  
2 Samuel 14:7 And now the whole family has risen up against your maidservant, and they said, ‘Deliver him who 
struck his brother, that we may execute him for the life of his brother whom he killed; and we will destroy the 
heir also.’ So they would extinguish my ember that is left, and leave to my husband neither name nor remnant 
on the earth.”  
 
The Tale 
In this story inspired by Joab, the woman of Tekoah said, “My husband is dead. My two sons got in a fight in which 
one was killed. Now the rest of the family wants to kill my only remaining son.” 
 
2 Samuel 14:8 Then the king said to the woman, “Go to your house, and I will give orders concerning you.”  
2 Samuel 14:9 And the woman of Tekoa said to the king, “My lord, O king, let the iniquity be on me and on my 
father’s house, and the king and his throne be guiltless.”  



2 Samuel 14:10 So the king said, “Whoever says anything to you, bring him to me, and he shall not touch you 
anymore.”  
 
David Say – I’ll Take Care of It 
“I’ll take care of it,” David said.  “If anyone bothers you, bring him to me and he won’t bother you again,” David 
promised. 
 
2 Samuel 14:11 Then she said, “Please let the king remember the LORD your God, and do not permit the avenger 
of blood to destroy anymore, lest they destroy my son.” And he said, “As the LORD lives, not one hair of your son 
shall fall to the ground.”  
 
The Avenger of Blood 
Verse 11, the avenger of blood takes us back if you recall our studies in the Law, in Joshua, in Judges as we talked 
about the cities of refuge where someone could run if they accidentally murdered somebody, but in the case here 
of Absalom, there was no accidental murder. This is plain, cold blooded premeditated, two years of premeditated 
at that, murder. So there's no accidental death and there is no city of refuge that he can run to till he got a fair 
trial. But the avenger of blood was the one who was to seek out the guilty of the murder. So in that day, there was 
no police force. We read of temple guards, but they guarded the temple. We read of soldiers and they fought for 
the nation. We read of bodyguards, but they guarded the king. There was no police force in Israel. 
Numbers 35:16–19 (NKJV) 16 ‘But if he strikes him with an iron implement, so that he dies, he is a murderer; the murderer shall surely be put to 
death. 17 And if he strikes him with a stone in the hand, by which one could die, and he does die, he is a murderer; the murderer shall surely be 
put to death. 18 Or if he strikes him with a wooden hand weapon, by which one could die, and he does die, he is a murderer; the murderer shall 
surely be put to death. 19 The avenger of blood himself shall put the murderer to death; when he meets him, he shall put him to death.  

 
There was a judicial system that you could bring your compliant before the judges of Israel, the Levitical priests. 
They would say, "Here's what the word of God says," and you could dispute it and it could go up the ranks higher 
and higher. It could even go all the way to before the king for a complaint, a charge to be brought before the king. 
Here's this woman doing this because David doesn't know it's a parable. He's gone along with a story like this. This 
is a real story and David is judging what should be done and David needs to judge in accordance with the law, the 
word of God. 
 
So, the avenger of blood's responsibility, it was of the near kinsman, so it was someone who was in that family line, 
bloodline of the person who was murdered. It was the avengers of bloods responsibility to go and meat out justice 
for this premeditated murder. So this woman with her parable, which meant to set David up to have kindness 
towards Absalom and restored him. She's begging, "Please no avenger of death to kill my son. He's all I have." 
 
If You Hate = Murder / I Thank God for Jesus Christ  
Jesus said if you have hatred in your heart you are guilty of murder.  I thank God for Jesus Christ, that no avenger 
of blood can touch me, that my guilt has been cover by the finished work of Jesus Christ on the cross. 
Matthew 5:21–26 (NKJV) 21 “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder, and whoever murders will be in danger of 
the judgment.’ 22 But I say to you that whoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment. And whoever says 
to his brother, ‘Raca!’ shall be in danger of the council. But whoever says, ‘You fool!’ shall be in danger of hell fire. 23 Therefore if you bring your 
gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way. 
First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. 25 Agree with your adversary quickly, while you are on the way with him, 
lest your adversary deliver you to the judge, the judge hand you over to the officer, and you be thrown into prison. 26 Assuredly, I say to you, you 
will by no means get out of there till you have paid the last penny.  
 
2 Corinthians 5:21 (NKJV) 21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.  
 
1 John 2:1–2 (NKJV) 1 My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2 And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world.  
 

 
 
 



2 Samuel 14:12 Therefore the woman said, “Please, let your maidservant speak another word to my lord the 
king.” And he said, “Say on.”  
2 Samuel 14:13 So the woman said: “Why then have you schemed such a thing against the people of God? For 
the king speaks this thing as one who is guilty, in that the king does not bring his banished one home again.  
2 Samuel 14:14 For we will surely die and become like water spilled on the ground, which cannot be gathered up 
again. Yet God does not take away a life; but He devises means, so that His banished ones are not expelled from 
Him.  
 
I Thank God for Jesus Christ – God Provided a Way for the Banished to Come Back 
Verse 14. I thank God for Jesus Christ.  Isn't it wonderful that God provides a way for the banished to come back 
home, to come before Him and be restored to enter back in to the home, regardless of how far we've wandered in 
things that we've done? Isn't He wonderful? He's wonderful to you today. He loves you. 
 
Before the foundation of the world, God provided a way for us to come back from our banishment. Do you realize 
that the whole world is banished from the presence of God because of our sin and sin of Adam and through Adam 
as we're all seeds of Adam, banished and separated as Adam and Eve would be banished from the garden, the 
places they walked with God in the cool of the day and had sweet fellowship? But because of sin, banished from 
the garden. An angel with flaming swords put out to guard the garden, which Adam and Eve could never come 
back into and so to us because of our sin, banished from the presence of God and not able to come into His 
presence again until God provided a means that we could enter back in before the foundations of the world, Jesus 
Christ, a Lamb that was slain before the foundations of the world, that He would become the Lamb of God, that we 
could put our hand upon His head, that He who knew no sin would become sin for us, the propitiation, the trading, 
the substitution that God provides for us, a means that we can come back into His presence even after breaking 
His holy Law 
Genesis 3:22–24 (NKJV) 22 Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of Us, to know good and evil. And now, lest he put out 
his hand and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live forever”—23 therefore the LORD God sent him out of the garden of Eden to till the 
ground from which he was taken. 24 So He drove out the man; and He placed cherubim at the east of the garden of Eden, and a flaming sword 
which turned every way, to guard the way to the tree of life.  

 
2 Corinthians 5:21 (NKJV) 21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.  
 
1 John 2:1–2 (NKJV) 1 My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2 And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world.  

 
You Can That Today – That What Communion Cup Represents / Jesus Came – So We Can Walk the Garden Again 
You can have that today if you've never received this offer, if you never knew there was a need and didn't realize 
you were separated from God because of your sin. He offers you His Son today. The cup, the communion that you 
hold in your hand, Jesus says, "Do this in remembrance of Me." That word, remembrance, means to revisit and we 
revisit the cross where Jesus would say, "Father, forgive them. They know not what they do," a place that He 
would say, "It is done," and it wasn't the act of His the last breath, but it was the finishing of a substitution where 
Jesus took your sin and your banishment so that you could come back into the garden and walk with God again. 
We know that Substitution was accepted because Jesus Christ died, went to the grave, but on the third day, rose 
again, proved that God accepted the Substitution and Jesus ascended into Heaven, seated at the right hand of the 
throne of God and it's a picture of us that we too will enter into the new garden, the heavenly garden. We will not 
be banished, but walk in and sit with our Father. 
1 Corinthians 11:23–26 (NKJV) 23 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus on the same night in which 
He was betrayed took bread; 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you; do this 
in remembrance of Me.” 25 In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till He 
comes.  

 
 

 
 



We weren't just banished. We were exiled, put away. "Don't see my face," we'll see in our chapter today. David 
won't see the face of his son. But God, he wants to see our face because He loves us. We're precious. We bring 
Him joy and He's provided a means for us to come back from our banishment and exile, come back home. 
 
Oh, the beauty of forgiveness that Christ gives us. But to not receive this forgiveness, it's actually what Jesus says. 
There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. It will be agony because un-forgiveness and not seeking the 
forgiveness allows for the tormentor to come and he will torment, night and day. 
 
2 Samuel 14:15 Now therefore, I have come to speak of this thing to my lord the king because the people have 
made me afraid. And your maidservant said, ‘I will now speak to the king; it may be that the king will perform 
the request of his maidservant.  
2 Samuel 14:16 For the king will hear and deliver his maidservant from the hand of the man who would destroy 
me and my son together from the inheritance of God.’  
2 Samuel 14:17 Your maidservant said, ‘The word of my lord the king will now be comforting; for as the angel of 
God, so is my lord the king in discerning good and evil. And may the LORD your God be with you.’ ”  
2 Samuel 14:18 Then the king answered and said to the woman, “Please do not hide from me anything that I ask 
you.” And the woman said, “Please, let my lord the king speak.”  
2 Samuel 14:19 So the king said, “Is the hand of Joab with you in all this?” And the woman answered and said, 
“As you live, my lord the king, no one can turn to the right hand or to the left from anything that my lord the 
king has spoken. For your servant Joab commanded me, and he put all these words in the mouth of your 
maidservant.  
2 Samuel 14:20 To bring about this change of affairs your servant Joab has done this thing; but my lord is wise, 
according to the wisdom of the angel of God, to know everything that is in the earth.”  
 
A Setup 
David realized he had been set up. 
 
David Sends Joab to Bring Absalom Back to Jerusalem (14:21-23) 
2 Samuel 14:21 And the king said to Joab, “All right, I have granted this thing. Go therefore, bring back the young 
man Absalom.”  
2 Samuel 14:22 Then Joab fell to the ground on his face and bowed himself, and thanked the king. And Joab said, 
“Today your servant knows that I have found favor in your sight, my lord, O king, in that the king has fulfilled the 
request of his servant.”  
2 Samuel 14:23 So Joab arose and went to Geshur, and brought Absalom to Jerusalem.  
 
I Thank God for Jesus Christ – My Godly Counselor 
I thank God for Jesus Christ, my godly counselor.   
Isaiah 9:6–7 (NKJV) 6 For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be 
called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of His government and peace There will be no 
end, Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, To order it and establish it with judgment and justice From that time forward, even 
forever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.  

 
Abner a Murderer / Numbers 35 
Now see, a continual theme again, there's only one counsel that matters and its Godly counsel. A lot of people, 
they want to come with and they like to quote from “second opinions” but second opinions mean nothing. It's the 
bible, Godly counsel only. You could try to say, isn't Joab a good friend? He's trying to restore between a father and 
a son. But the problem is, and it is a big problem, and that is this isn’t a godly parable, it is a manmade scheme.  
God's parable through the prophet Nathan struck David's heart and brought repentance but this parable was not 
true and inspired by God and the spirit of God, it's a manipulation and a scheme of man. Who's behind this is the 
man Joab who he's a murderer. He killed Abner in cold blood. Joab should have been put to death for murdering 
Abner. Joab puts a scheme that is against the word of God because Absalom according to Numbers 35 should have 
been put to death for murdering Amnon, cold blooded murder. 
2 Samuel 3:27 (NKJV) 27 Now when Abner had returned to Hebron, Joab took him aside in the gate to speak with him privately, and there 
stabbed him in the stomach, so that he died for the blood of Asahel his brother.  



 
Numbers 35:30–31 (NKJV) 30 Whoever kills a person, the murderer shall be put to death on the testimony of witnesses; but one witness is not 
sufficient testimony against a person for the death penalty. 31 Moreover you shall take no ransom for the life of a murderer who is guilty of 
death, but he shall surely be put to death.  

 
Joab Can’t Give godly Counsel / Self-Indict / Not Wonderful Story Because Goes Against Word of God 
So we see that Joab is not going to give Godly counsel because that would self-indict him as a murderer saying that 
Absalom's justice should be death. David, he too is a murderer. The only reason that David I can see doesn’t get 
stoned for murder is that it didn't meet the requirements of two witnesses or more. But God saw it and God is 
going to bring justice upon David. David's going to need a Savior just like me and you. So back to our point here is 
there's only one counsel, it's Godly counsel and the story isn't as wonderful as it's being made out to be right now. 
It's scheming against the word of God because the word of God, Absalom's punishment for murder should have 
been death. 
 
David & Absalom Change their Theology / Parents Don’t Change Theology based Childs Behavior 
David's going to go for this, spoiler alert, he's going to bring Absalom back home, after he's placed through this 
whole parable and scheme. But see, David changes his theology. Because the law of God, the word of God, the 
doctrine of God is that Absalom is a murderer and he should be punished as a murderer regardless of he's the 
king's son. I think there's a warning here for parents because I see it and I have to battle against it just like any 
other parent is. You can't change your theology based on your children's behavior. Many parents hold certain 
doctrinal, theological positions on sin and salvation and they believe that until their children become of age and 
then their children make a determination against God or against the word of God and parents then will change 
their theology to match their children's behavior.  
 
It might soothe the conscience, but it won't change a child. 
 
Only Truth Can Set Someone Free 
Soothing your conscience and therefore refusing to speak the word of God in its truth and I'm not talking about 
bible beating, thumping, I'm talking about speaking the word of God in love. It's because only the truth of the word 
of God can lead somebody to repentance and only repentance can bring somebody to freedom. So here, David's 
changing his theology and the same is true without going into long dissertation on that aspect, people change their 
theology when they find themselves in habitual sin. But they once believed so strongly against, they'll say, "Well, 
God understands because," and they fill in the blank. Or what they once strongly believed would preach 
themselves and to other people, they change it to mean well, in certain circumstances but not this circumstance of 
mine. People change their theology. 
John 8:31–32 (NKJV) 31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. 32 And you shall 
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”  

  
Absalom Pays Price – Robbed of Confrontation of God’s Truth / And Robbed of Repentance (be Right w/God) 
Here's the price that will be paid for David changing his theology, is that Absalom is going to rise up against him. 
Absalom is going to start a civil war and Absalom is going to end up dead. David with his silence and then his 
refusal to stand for the word, robbed his son Absalom of, and Amnon of was the ability to repent, speak into them 
that there's a repentance that can be made and you can be free and right before your God and yes consequences 
will come but you will still be free.    
 
David Robs Tamar 
We all know what happened to Tamar and there's so many little girls who become women and we don't know 
what happened to them. Where did they go? What happened to them? Because they were so bruised and hurt 
because their father, not engaging in their life and not being the strong leader and giving them the love and 
support that they need. They just disappear. We'll never hear from again. 
 
 
 
 



David Would Not See Absalom for Two Years (14:24-29) 
2 Samuel 14:24 And the king said, “Let him return to his own house, but do not let him see my face.” So Absalom 
returned to his own house, but did not see the king’s face.  
 
I Thank God for Jesus Christ – God Allows/ Wants Us in His Presence 
Verse 24. I thank God for Jesus Christ, that God has provided a way for me to boldly, with full confidence, to come 
into His presence at any time, and all the time.   
 
David Doesn’t Give Full Restoration / Full Forgiveness Comes with Full Restoration 
David allows Absalom back into Jerusalem but not back into his presence and David makes a grave and great 
mistake and it will play itself out in the chapters to come, which we'll study when we come to that. Forgiveness has 
to be complete. So for right now I'm just gonna go with the situation right now based on Absalom coming back into 
Jerusalem, and we won't go into the details of the law and those things that I've discussed prior that he should 
have been put to death. I just want to come to this point as we see. David is forgiving Absalom. But it's not a full 
forgiveness. There's not a full restoration and you'll know full forgiveness when you and that person reconcile, and 
you come back into each other’s presence. You'll know if you truly have forgiven them and that the relationship is 
restored and that will be if you have fellowship and presence with one another. 
 
Many Christians Think This of God 
And this picture here is very much and so much a story that many Christians think is the way God is. I forgive you. 
But you can't come back into my presence. You can come into Jerusalem. You can come to Heaven. I forgive you. 
But we are not going to fellowship together. You won't see me face to face because of what you've done, and 
many Christians live a continual or a whole life in that, thinking that's how God is ….. but He's not like that. That's 
never how our Heavenly Father is. The blood of Jesus Christ is sufficient enough to cleanse us from all sin, past, 
present, and future and what can separate us from the love of God? Absolutely nothing and there is a tension and 
a distancing when we sin against God. But it's us, not Him separating from us. It's us separating from Him. It's us 
hiding our face from Him, shame to distancing ourselves. Yet, all the while, God is saying, "I can take this sin. I've 
taken it already. If you confess your sins, I'm faithful to forgive you of your sins and cleanse you from all 
unrighteousness." That's not talking about salvation once you are a believer. It's talking about a cleansing and a 
restoration into the sweetness of fellowship in His presence and there's a beauty, as Psalm 16:11 says. "For in His 
presence is fullness of joy." He doesn't put us away. He doesn't forgive and say, "Yeah, I forgive you. But you can't 
come into My presence." No, He wants you in the Father's house. So receive that by faith and all I can say is you 
can only receive that by faith. Have confidence as we always say. Boldly come before the throne of grace and you 
may find mercy and help in your time of need, for the Lord's mercies and compassions fail not. Great is Your 
faithfulness. They are new every morning. Great is His faithfulness. Clean that by faith and this Word of God is 
living and powerful. It's living. It's alive. This Word of God, He gives it to us so we can see His heart. As we say, the 
light of the Word, Your Word is a lamp unto my feet. The light of the Word, it illuminates the heart of God and 
you'll see who is God, a gracious God, a loving God, a God who calls us home, a forgiving God. What does he think 
of me? He loves me. He loves you. Everything. He takes all of you, not just part of you and then we look and we 
say, "What does He want me to do?" This specific passage right here, this verse, what does He want you to do? He 
wants you to fully, by faith believe that when he forgives, it's put away and to come into His presence, where there 
will be fullness and joy. Do that by faith today and I hope the cup that's in your hand reminds you that it is done 
and it's been provided. 
1 John 1:9 (NKJV) 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
 
Romans 8:34–39 (NKJV) 34 Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, 
who also makes intercession for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written: “For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.” 37 Yet in 
all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor 
principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 
1 John 1:7 (NKJV) 7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son 
cleanses us from all sin.  
 



Psalm 16:11 (NKJV) 11 You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.  
 
Lamentations 3:22–23 (NKJV) 22 Through the LORD’s mercies we are not consumed, Because His compassions fail not. 23 They are new every 
morning; Great is Your faithfulness.  
 
Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
2 Samuel 14:25 Now in all Israel there was no one who was praised as much as Absalom for his good looks. From 
the sole of his foot to the crown of his head there was no blemish in him.  
2 Samuel 14:26 And when he cut the hair of his head—at the end of every year he cut it because it was heavy on 
him—when he cut it, he weighed the hair of his head at two hundred shekels according to the king’s standard.  
 
3 Pounds of Hair 
So what we're reading here, the weight of Absalom's hair was three pounds. So every year, that's how thick his hair 

was. 

2 Samuel 14:27 To Absalom were born three sons, and one daughter whose name was Tamar. She was a woman 
of beautiful appearance.  
2 Samuel 14:28 And Absalom dwelt two full years in Jerusalem, but did not see the king’s face.  
2 Samuel 14:29 Therefore Absalom sent for Joab, to send him to the king, but he would not come to him. And 
when he sent again the second time, he would not come.  
 
3 Years Exile – 2 Years Not See – 2 Years Seething Bitterness  
Verse 28. So three years in exile, two years back in Jerusalem, he hasn't seen his father's face in five years and 
again, throw on the two years of the bitterness that he had toward Amnon. Here we are, seven years of just this 
torment going on in this man's life and David is not ministering to his son. He's not coming to relieve of his torment 
and it's just gonna stew and seed some more until it eventually erupts and what we'll be seeing in the next 
chapter. So let's read, just to get us ready for where we're going into next week's study. 
 
Absalom Burns Joab’s Field (14:30-32) 
2 Samuel 14:30 So he said to his servants, “See, Joab’s field is near mine, and he has barley there; go and set it 
on fire.” And Absalom’s servants set the field on fire.  
2 Samuel 14:31 Then Joab arose and came to Absalom’s house, and said to him, “Why have your servants set my 
field on fire?”  
2 Samuel 14:32 And Absalom answered Joab, “Look, I sent to you, saying, ‘Come here, so that I may send you to 
the king, to say, “Why have I come from Geshur? It would be better for me to be there still.” ’ Now therefore, let 
me see the king’s face; but if there is iniquity in me, let him execute me.”  
 
Children’s Destructive Behavior 
So Absalom wants an audience with his father. Now Joab won't even give Absalom an audience. So Absalom sets 
Joab's field on fire. Very destructive. Even though Absalom's a full-grown man at this point, there is a picture here 
for parents to recognize. If you see your children in destructive behavior, don't just immediately chock it up to 
rebellion and disobedience. Step back and seek the Lord and say, "Is this destructive behavior in any way because 
they don't have my attention? That I'm so disconnected with them?" You don't know what's going on in their life 
and they're crying out for attention from me. So, the wise mother and the wise father will seek the Lord on that, 
and you might have to make some forced adjustments. 
 
You really have to look at and ask yourself right now, how much quality time do I give my child? And where does 
my other time go? What's the percentage of the time that my child gets? And then put that before the Lord and 
say, is this pleasing, Lord? Is this enough? Is this the right investment that I'm making or am I investing in other 
places and I'm losing over here? I'm not putting any deposits into my relationship with my children. Maybe I'm 
putting plenty of deposits in my bank account or plenty of deposits in my hobby, but in the end, none of those 
things will matter. You need to seek the Lord and ask him, am I making good deposits in the life of my children? 
 



 
David and Absalom See Each for First Time in 5 Years (14:33) 
2 Samuel 14:33 So Joab went to the king and told him. And when he had called for Absalom, he came to the king 
and bowed himself on his face to the ground before the king. Then the king kissed Absalom.  
 
I Thank God for Jesus Christ – The Veil has Been Torn / DO YOU NEED RESTORATION TODAY 
I thank God for Jesus Christ, the veil has been torn, I can boldly come into His presence.  Is there anyone here 
today who is praying for a restoration of the Lord? The veil has been torn. Boldly come before the throne of grace. 
That verse ties back to the Holy of Holies in the Tabernacle, had a veil between man and what was considered 
where God dwelled, and yet Jesus, when he went to the cross and died, the veil was torn that man could see that 
they can now boldly and freely come. There's no veil separating them. You can come into the presence of God 
boldly, freely, confidently, and so that word is for you today. If you feel that you need restoration, God says come. 
The veil's been torn. Access has been provided 24/7. Come. 
 
And if you've never received Jesus as your Lord and Savior, you come. He says come. The veil's torn. Salvation is as 
simple as ABC, and you can have that relationship that simply. 
 
ABC of Salvation 
Some people think a personal relationship with God is something only theologians can comprehend. Actually, 
God’s plan of salvation is simple enough for everyone to understand. Here are the ABCs of salvation.  

Admit  

Admit to God that you are a sinner. All persons need salvation. Each of us has a problem the Bible calls 
sin. Sin is a refusal to acknowledge God’s authority over our lives. Everyone who does not live a life of perfect 
obedience to the Lord is guilty of sin. “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). Since 
none of us is perfect, all of us are sinners (Rom. 3:10- 18).  

The result of sin is spiritual death (Rom. 6:23). Spiritual death means eternal separation from God. By 
God’s perfect standard we are guilty of sin and therefore subject to the punishment for sin, which is separation 
from God. Admitting that you are a sinner and separated from God is the first step of repentance, which is turning 
from sin and self and turning toward God.  

Believe  

Believe in Jesus Christ as God’s Son and receive Jesus’ gift of forgiveness from sin. God loves each of us. 
God offers us salvation. Although we have done nothing to deserve His love and salvation, God wants to save us. In 
the death of Jesus on the cross, God provided salvation for all who would repent of their sins and believe in Jesus. 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but 
have eternal life” (John 3:16).  

Confess  

Confess your faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord to others. After you have received Jesus Christ into 
your life, share your decision with another person. Tell your pastor or a Christian friend about your decision. 
Following Christ’s example, ask for baptism by immersion in your local church as a public expression of your faith. 
“If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you 
will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess 
and are saved” (Rom. 10:9-10).  
 
I Thank God for Jesus Christ: 

• For the Ability to Forgive 

• For Being Protected from the Avenger of Blood 

• For a Means and a Way back from Banishment 

• For Being my Godly Counselor 

• That I can See His Face and Come into His Presence 

• For A God who Can Reveal Destructive Behavior 

• For a God Who Can Bring Restoration 



• For a God Who Makes Salvation as Simple as A-B-C 

• For a God Who Can Warm a Cold Heart 
 
Up In the Mountains / The Cold & Empty Church 
This week I was up in the mountains with a group of brothers in the Lord, pastors, to spend some time talking 
about the things of the Lord and enjoying company, strengthening one another as iron sharpens iron. And during 
your free time, you can do what you want, and one day I went for a hike. I was up in the mountains. I just wanted 
to go be out there with the Lord. It was freezing cold, snow had been falling, trudging through up to a foot of snow 
in some places. It was glorious, absolutely glorious. And I come to a peak in the hill and it was, to my surprise, a 
church. Like a little old country church. Windows were broken out, not by vandalism, just by age. The door was 
open, and I walk in and the church still, inside, was still beautiful. Clean floors for the most part, pews were still on 
the order. There's some snow on the seats because the snow blowing in. It had a thermostat, which I went to look, 
and it was about 20 degrees inside that church. And I just looked, and I just considered, what happened? Who 
used to fellowship here? What was it like when it was filled, and people worshiped the Lord and the Word of God 
went out and prayers were lifted, holy hands reaching for the King? This is a beautiful location. It's a beautiful, 
good old country church. 
 
And I said to myself, all it takes to turn this into a church again is for worship and prayer to rise up in here and 
ascend into the heavens. Worship and prayer, and this becomes a church again. And I worshiped out loud. I lifted 
prayer unto the Lord. Read Scriptures. And I turned that cold church and made it alive again. To which I want to 
say, hey, maybe that's you today. You feel like that cold church. You are the tabernacle of the living God if you 
have received Jesus. You're the church. And you say, "Man, I just feel cold. I even feel barren. I even feel empty." 
Look, all it takes, worship and prayer. Taking God at his word to turn it into a church.  
 
Again and immediately. Let's just worship him right now. Let's have prayer and let's lift holy hands and turn these 
bodies into churches. Let the Spirit of God come and dwell. Let him walk among us today, here and now. Let's turn 
this place into a house of worship and a house of prayer. 
 
Communion Worship Song 
 
Communion Revisited 
1 Corinthians 11:23–26 (NKJV) 23 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus on the same night in which 
He was betrayed took bread; 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you; do this 
in remembrance of Me.” 25 In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till He 
comes.  

 
The Word of God is Living & Powerful 
The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives. 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

 
In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  

• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
 
Boldly Come to Throne of Grace 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might work in 
you, and through you. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

End of Study 



2 Samuel 15 
2 Samuel 15:1-37 
 
The Word of God is Living & Powerful 
The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives. 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

 
In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  

• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
 
Boldly Come to Throne of Grace 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might work in 
you, and through you. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
Outline 2 Samuel 15:1-37: 

• Absalom Steals the Heart of Israel (15:1-6) 

• Absalom Deceives the Heart of David (15:7-9) 

• Absalom Deceives the Heart of Many (15:10-12) 

• David and His Household Flees Jerusalem (15:13-23) 

• David Sends the Ark of God Back to Jerusalem (15:24-26) 
• David Embeds Spies Inside the Palace (15:27-29) 

• David Ascends the Mount of Olives Weeping (15:30) 

• David Prays God Sends Confusing Counsel unto Absalom (15:31-37) 
 
Absalom Steals the Heart of Israel (15:1-6) 
2 Samuel 15:1 After this it happened that Absalom provided himself with chariots and horses, and fifty men to 
run before him.  
 
Portrays Positions and Power 
So, the horses and the chariots, and the men running before him is meant to portray a position, a position within 
David cabinet, a position of power and authority. 
 
Absalom Making his Move - before Over be King / David will Never See his Face Again 
Absalom is making his move for the throne, and before we finish our chapter today, he will have it, and David will 
now be the one who goes into exile.  David saw his sons face for the first time in 5 years as we closed chapter 14.  
That one time, will be the last time.  Absalom’s hatred for his father will kill him, literally. 
2 Samuel 14:33 (NKJV) 33 So Joab went to the king and told him. And when he had called for Absalom, he came to the king and bowed himself on 
his face to the ground before the king. Then the king kissed Absalom.  

 
2 Years Seethed /Compounded by David doing Nothing / Murder – Exile – Separation – 7 years 
For two years Absalom stewed and seethed over his half-brother Amnon raping his sister Tamar.  This was 
compounded and magnified because David did nothing, we read of no rebuke, no discipline, and comforting.  
Absalom rises up, and after two years kills his brother Amnon in coldblooded premediated murder.  Absalom goes 
into exile and hiding for three years, and in our study last chapter David allows him back into the land, but for two 
whole years David will not see him face-to-face.  That is a total of seven years of separation, that is seven years of 
resentment, that is seven years for the seed to grow, and now we come into this chapter and see the harvest (of 
evil) has come. 



Harvest is Ripe – Perfect Soil / Satan’s always Casting Vile Seed / Absalom’s Heart – David Water 7yr 
We quote and reference it all the time, the four soils of the parable of the sower and seed, and how the Word of 
God needs good soil to produce a harvest; but the same is true for the evil one (Satan), he is always casting his 
seed, his vile words, his destructive words, his poisonous words, and he too needs good soil (in this case – ill soil) 
to plant his seed, to take root, and then to produce crop.  That is what we have here before us today in the heart 
of Absalom, and David has been watering the seed for seven years, and now it is harvest time. 
Mark 4:3–8 (NKJV) 3 “Listen! Behold, a sower went out to sow. 4 And it happened, as he sowed, that some seed fell by the wayside; and the birds 
of the air came and devoured it. 5 Some fell on stony ground, where it did not have much earth; and immediately it sprang up because it had no 
depth of earth. 6 But when the sun was up it was scorched, and because it had no root it withered away. 7 And some seed fell among thorns; and 
the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no crop. 8 But other seed fell on good ground and yielded a crop that sprang up, increased and 
produced: some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some a hundred.”  

  
How About You? / What has Evil One Planted in Your Mind – Has he Found Good Soil 
Hey, how about you Christian?  Have you allowed the evil one to plant a seed in your mind, has he found good soil 
to let it grow?  Have you been a contributor like David, have you been watering the seed that Satan has planted 
either by gossip, slander, refusal to confront, turning a blind eye? 
 
David Too Little – Too Late / Harvest Come - Absalom will Steal Heart of Nation / David Flees – 20K 
It has been seven years of our story before us.  We closed chapter 14 with David allowing Absalom to see him, and 
there appears to be a tearful reunion, but in our chapter before us, we will see it was too little, too late.  The 
harvest has come, and before it is all over Absalom will capture the heart of the nation.  David will have to 
abdicate, abandon, his throne.  And a civil war will breakout that will make 20,000 widows, and David’s son 
Absalom will be a casualty among them as he will die through this all.  That is quite a harvest for Satan, he surely 
found good soil. 
2 Samuel 14:33 (NKJV) 33 So Joab went to the king and told him. And when he had called for Absalom, he came to the king and bowed himself on 
his face to the ground before the king. Then the king kissed Absalom.  

 
May I Say to You – It is Never Too Little/Late – Because Your God is Eternal & Great 
David was too little, too late; but I want to say to every parent here, every child here, every spouse here, every 
brother and sister in Christ here, every person here ……….it is never too little, it is never too late for you and your 
situation, because your God is “Eternal” and “Great”.  He is not bound by time for He is outside of our time, and 
therefore can breakthrough to our time any time He so desires; and He is “omnipotent”, meaning all-powerful, 
supreme, unstoppable, just to name a few.  The eternal God, Your eternal God, can step in and breakthrough our 
(too late), and overcome our (too little), and restore and redeem that which seems impossible to redeem and 
restore. 
 
Will You Right Now – say “Lord You Are” / and Boldly Pray 
Will you, right now, at this moment, say “Lord You are Eternal and All Powerful” and I am asking you to overcome 
what I deem as “too little and too late”, and ask you to do a mighty work in “and you fill in the blank”.  Lord show 
up, I by faith and boldly coming to the throne of grace and asking you to heal my marriage, to bring home my 
wayward, to restore my relationship with my family, to heal my broken heart from that heartbreak all those years 
ago in the “event” that happened in my life.  It is never too little, too late, when my God is Jesus Christ! 
Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
2 Samuel 15:2 Now Absalom would rise early and stand beside the way to the gate. So it was, whenever anyone 
who had a lawsuit came to the king for a decision, that Absalom would call to him and say, “What city are you 
from?” And he would say, “Your servant is from such and such a tribe of Israel.”  
 
Always Awake for what Important / What gets you Up -Alarm Clock or Calling 
People will always arise early or what is important to them.  As it has been said, what gets you up in the morning, 
an alarm clock or a calling? 
 
 
 



2 Samuel 15:3 Then Absalom would say to him, “Look, your case is good and right; but there is no deputy of the 
king to hear you.”  
2 Samuel 15:4 Moreover Absalom would say, “Oh, that I were made judge in the land, and everyone who has 
any suit or cause would come to me; then I would give him justice.”  
2 Samuel 15:5 And so it was, whenever anyone came near to bow down to him, that he would put out his hand 
and take him and kiss him.  
2 Samuel 15:6 In this manner Absalom acted toward all Israel who came to the king for judgment. So Absalom 
stole the hearts of the men of Israel.  
 
Absalom has Made his Move / Set Self Up at Gate 
In this day and cultural, the city gate was like our city hall, and it was there that business transaction would be 
made, witnessed, and recorded.  If you had a disputed with a neighbor, say your landmarks were moved by your 
neighbor, or someone killed your ox, it was there you would come to present your case to a judge.  If your case 
needed, it could go all the way to the king (and we have seen that in David that he was hearing a case last chapter 
regarding a mother and her two sons. 
 
Absalom stands at the gate, makes himself a judge, though self-appointed not by David, and has presented himself 
as such with his chariots and horses, and gets there first, thus the real judges must have thought ok I guess 
Absalom the Kings son is in charge. 
 
And we read, Absalom steals the heart of the people of Israel. 
 
Notice What Uses Against David / Audience – Justice - Connection 
Now notice what Absalom uses against David to steal the hearts of the people: 

• Audience - 2 Samuel 15:3 Then Absalom would say to him, “Look, your case is good and right; but there 
is no deputy of the king to hear you.”  - David doesn’t have time, nor heart, nor care, to give them a 
personal audience with him. They are too small, too insignificant to David, the great king!  Could Absalom 
not speak this to other people with deep passion, even pain in his voice, could people not hear the pain in 
his voice as his spoke to them these words to them as he himself had lived them out for 7 long years. 

• Justice - 2 Samuel 15:4 Moreover Absalom would say, “Oh, that I were made judge in the land, and 
everyone who has any suit or cause would come to me; then I would give him justice.” -  Absalom would 
say oh that justice would be served to you who has been wronged, immediately taking their side, and 
relating to their pain.  Could Absalom not speak this to other people with deep passion, even pain in his 
voice, could people not hear the pain in his voice as his spoke to them these words to them as he himself 
had lived them out for 7 long years. 

• Connect - 2 Samuel 15:5 And so it was, whenever anyone came near to bow down to him, that he would 
put out his hand and take him and kiss him.  – Absalom would look the in the face, in the eyes, kiss them, 
lay hand upon them, embrace them, make them feel connected to him (not David).  Could Absalom not 
speak this to other people with deep passion, even pain in his voice, could people not hear the pain in his 
voice as his spoke to them these words to them as he himself had lived them out for 7 long years. 

 
Satan the Thief / Kill and Destroy / Challenges God’s Heart and Care and Word and Promises 
Boy speaking of Satan and perfect soil, here we see another picture-perfect, the thief coming to steal, determined 
to kill and destroy (David). And Satan, Absalom, challenges the heart of the King caring, that the King is 
disconnected from His people, and the King is unjust, and the Evil One counters the Word of the King, to draw 
people away, to steal the Word of God and the Promises of God and the Heart of God. 
John 10:10 (NKJV) 10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may 
have it more abundantly.  
 
Genesis 3:1 (NKJV) 1 Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, 
“Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree of the garden’?”  
 
Genesis 3:4–5 (NKJV) 4 Then the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will 
be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”  



 
 
Satan Uses People 
Satan uses people, and they will come and try to steal God’s Word from your heart; they are secret agents, 
working stealthily behind the scene, trying to tell you that you don’t have to believe this word, or that is old school, 
and they try to steal the truth of the word of God from you. 
 
We Must Guard Our Heart – Thief Tries to Steal / Proverbs 4 – Everything Flows from Heart / Guard It 
We must protect and guard our heart from the thief trying to steal it or steal from it (saying oh God doesn’t care, 
God is disconnected from you, he only has judgement for you not grace).  Proverbs 4 says, everything you do flows 
from your heart.  Everything.  I like the NIV translation for Proverbs 4, as KJV says to “keep your heart”, but the NIV 
says to “guard your heart”.  Both translations are acceptable and accurate.  I just like the word “guard” as it puts 
into my mind the concept of “protect, to keep safe, to defend”.  And that is what we must do for our hearts, we 
must defend it and protect it, and guard it from the “thief” trying to steal it or steal from it, for everything we do 
flows from our heart. 
Proverbs 4:23 (NIV) 23Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from it.  

 
Read the context of that passage and you will see it is “centered on the word of God”.  You guard your heart by 
guarding God’s Word to ensure it reaches into your heart.  Healthy heart, comes from healthy Word of God, and 
the resultant is health to one’ whole body, ones whole life (verse 22). 
Proverbs 4:20–27 (NIV)  
20My son, pay attention to what I say; turn your ear to my words.  
21Do not let them out of your sight, keep them within your heart;  
22for they are life to those who find them and health to one’s whole body.  
23Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from it.  
24Keep your mouth free of perversity; keep corrupt talk far from your lips.  
25Let your eyes look straight ahead; fix your gaze directly before you.  
26Give careful thought to the paths for your feet and be steadfast in all your ways.  
27Do not turn to the right or the left; keep your foot from evil.  
 
In Every Study 
Every study we do here we are always looking at these five things below.  For they guard, protect, our hearts.  And, 
remember that last one, regarding the enemy, what do I need to be on guard about from him.  And instead of the 
enemy stealing, we have the second part of John 10:10, life and that more abundant.    

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  

• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
 
John 10:10 (NKJV) 10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may 
have it more abundantly.  
 

Absalom Deceives the Heart of David (15:7-9) 
2 Samuel 15:7 Now it came to pass after forty years that Absalom said to the king, “Please, let me go to Hebron 
and pay the vow which I made to the LORD.  
2 Samuel 15:8 For your servant took a vow while I dwelt at Geshur in Syria, saying, ‘If the LORD indeed brings me 
back to Jerusalem, then I will serve the LORD.’ ”  
2 Samuel 15:9 And the king said to him, “Go in peace.” So he arose and went to Hebron.  
 
Forty Years 
So this isn’t that he did this for forty years, it is that Absalom may have been 40 years old when he did this, or it 
was 40 years since David had been in Hebron.   



 
Deceives David / Making it Look Like David is Sending Him – Establishing Him as King / Inauguration Parade 
So David is deceived by this request of Absalom as we know Absalom has ulterior motives.  Absalom was born in 
Hebron, so most likely why David isn’t wandering why Hebron rather than Jerusalem where the Ark of God is.  But 
what Absalom is doing is playing David to make it look like David has anointed him king and is transferring the 
kingdom to him.  David started his and established his kingdom in Hebron, so this plays well that David is doing the 
same for Absalom.  Absalom would never have travelled alone, or in a small group.  He is the king’s son, he is a 
target for attack and kidnap, and thus he would travel with what we would know today as a full staff of servants, 
and secret-service men.  So as Absalom moves about the country-side, from Jerusalem to Hebron, with a large 
assembly (200 men we will see in verse 11) that it is going to look like a parade.  Or better said, an inauguration.  
As it would be forming, servants might have come to David and said hey what is up with Absalom and all the folks 
gathering, David would say yes he is heading to Hebron and I know all about it.  By the time it all comes to it fullest 
understanding of what is going on, it will be too late.   
 
Absalom Deceives the Heart of Many (15:10-12) 
2 Samuel 15:10 Then Absalom sent spies throughout all the tribes of Israel, saying, “As soon as you hear the 
sound of the trumpet, then you shall say, ‘Absalom reigns in Hebron!’ ”  
2 Samuel 15:11 And with Absalom went two hundred men invited from Jerusalem, and they went along 
innocently and did not know anything.  
2 Samuel 15:12 Then Absalom sent for Ahithophel the Gilonite, David’s counselor, from his city—from Giloh—
while he offered sacrifices. And the conspiracy grew strong, for the people with Absalom continually increased 
in number.  
 
200 Men / Crowd makes a Crowd / Crowd brings Energy and Excitement 
Now 200 men is a good crowd, and a crowd makes a crowd, so more people join the crowd, and a crowd brings a 
level of noise with it, and its own energy and excitement. 
 
David is Old  
David is older, maybe even old as his body has aged greatly due to all his warring.  David is probably tired..  
Absalom has an objective, one he was willing to get up early for (what gets you up early?), Absalom is young, 
energized for his personal cause, and as we had read very handsome which people give special attention to in the 
world.  Absalom is charismatic, enough to steal the hearts of the people, he has the looks like Saul did (tall and 
handsome, if played in NBA he would had been called the hunk who could dunk), and the crowd is growing.   
2 Samuel 14:25–26 (NKJV) 25 Now in all Israel there was no one who was praised as much as Absalom for his good looks. From the sole of his 
foot to the crown of his head there was no blemish in him. 26 And when he cut the hair of his head—at the end of every year he cut it because it 
was heavy on him—when he cut it, he weighed the hair of his head at two hundred shekels according to the king’s standard.  

 
Calling Ahithophel 
By calling Ahithophel, David’s chief counselor, Absalom is adding credibility to his conspiracy as people will think 
David is transferring his cabinet unto Absalom.  I think Ahithophel is unknowing of the whole thing, but will quickly 
catch on, and jump on, because he has a personal vendetta against David Too, and has been waiting for an 
opportune time himself to seek revenge upon David, and we will cover that in next study. 
 
Lots of Time / Satan is Patient – Objective is Destruction 
This whole scheme has taking years and years to come together.  Absalom has worked it masterfully, and let it be 
seen, he has worked it very patiently.  Christian let this be reminded of you, Satan is in no hurry, he is only 
concerned with absolute destruction, he is willing to wait for it, he is very patient.  Be on guard, as he will piece his 
plan together day by day to get final destruction of you. 
 
 
 
 
 



David and His Household Flees Jerusalem (15:13-23) 
2 Samuel 15:13 Now a messenger came to David, saying, “The hearts of the men of Israel are with Absalom.”  
2 Samuel 15:14 So David said to all his servants who were with him at Jerusalem, “Arise, and let us flee, or we 
shall not escape from Absalom. Make haste to depart, lest he overtake us suddenly and bring disaster upon us, 
and strike the city with the edge of the sword.”  
2 Samuel 15:15 And the king’s servants said to the king, “We are your servants, ready to do whatever my lord 
the king commands.”  
 
David immediately knows it 
David immediately knows it, he doesn’t say “oh no, not so, me and Absalom are united in heart together’, David 
knows, he ties all the pieces together, and he knows, he has lost the heart of his son, and the heart of the people.  
He knows he needs to flee, for death is on the way. 
 
2 Samuel 15:16 Then the king went out with all his household after him. But the king left ten women, 
concubines, to keep the house.  
 
10 Concubines Play Into Later Story 
These ten will be a major part of our next study, so remember them. 
 
2 Samuel 15:17 And the king went out with all the people after him, and stopped at the outskirts.  
2 Samuel 15:18 Then all his servants passed before him; and all the Cherethites, all the Pelethites, and all the 
Gittites, six hundred men who had followed him from Gath, passed before the king.  
2 Samuel 15:19 Then the king said to Ittai the Gittite, “Why are you also going with us? Return and remain with 
the king. For you are a foreigner and also an exile from your own place.  
2 Samuel 15:20 In fact, you came only yesterday. Should I make you wander up and down with us today, since I 
go I know not where? Return, and take your brethren back. Mercy and truth be with you.”  
2 Samuel 15:21 But Ittai answered the king and said, “As the LORD lives, and as my lord the king lives, surely in 
whatever place my lord the king shall be, whether in death or life, even there also your servant will be.”  
2 Samuel 15:22 So David said to Ittai, “Go, and cross over.” Then Ittai the Gittite and all his men and all the little 
ones who were with him crossed over.  
2 Samuel 15:23 And all the country wept with a loud voice, and all the people crossed over. The king himself also 
crossed over the Brook Kidron, and all the people crossed over toward the way of the wilderness.  
 
The 600 Faithful 
In verse 18, we read the 600 that were with him before he was king and on the run were still with him now, faithful 
in the good times and the bad.  They are amazing men/woman, faithful friends to the end; may we be that kind of 
friend to our brothers and sisters, regardless of what is going on around us, we stay faithful to each other through 
it all. 
 
These Followed David from Gath / God can Still Redeem the Wrong Place/Wrong Thing 
Now these (Cherethites, Pelethites, Gittittes) were not Jewish people, Israelites, but from the area of Gath.  They 
met David, drew near to David, when David left the land of Israel, and fled to Gath when Saul was pursuing him.  It 
was 16 months he was there, 16 months he was in the wrong place doing the wrong thing as we had studied in 
those past chapters.  these men (Cherethites, Pelethites, Gittittes), who were willing to not only follow David 
themselves but also their whole families.  I want to remind us all again because probably not a person here who 
hasn’t at one time been in the wrong place doing the wrong thing, that God can redeem those times, He can still 
bring forth fruit from them.  These 600, and the others, were destined for destruction, they were following the 
wrong God, yet somehow God used David’s time in Gath to move on their heart, to follow him to Israel.   Now I 
find absolutely no trace that men of Gath drew near to him while he was in Gath; knew him in Gath yes, followed 
him in Gath no.  So when did they draw to David and his God, when David repented, turned back to his calling, and 
returned to where God had called him to be, Israel, Jerusalem.  It’s never too late to repent and return, and it is 
even never too little that God still can’t do something great and mighty through it.  But first up is to repent and 



return.  Then and maybe now for you, say Lord do something great with that, turn those ashes into something 
beautiful. 
1 Samuel 27:7 (NKJV) 7 Now the time that David dwelt in the country of the Philistines was one full year and four months.  

 
I Will Never Ask You to Choose 
It saddens me to say, but division and disagreements happen not only in families, but families of God.  It grieves 
me when divisions and disagreements happen in the church.  And it is one of the least pleasant things as a pastor 
when there is division and disagreement with people and me as the pastor.  I want to say this, I will never ask you 
to separate your friendship from people who leave, I will never ask you to choose sides, or to choose between me 
and them.  I will ask you, and fully expect it of you, to choose God.  To handle the situation in accordance with the 
heart of God, and the Word of God.  If everyone involved handles it in accordance with the heart of God and the 
Word of God, there will be no hatred, anger, gossip, and the likes, but a peaceable separation that God will be 
pleased with and be in the midst of.   
 
David Sends the Ark of God Back to Jerusalem (15:24-26) 
2 Samuel 15:24 There was Zadok also, and all the Levites with him, bearing the ark of the covenant of God. And 
they set down the ark of God, and Abiathar went up until all the people had finished crossing over from the city.  
2 Samuel 15:25 Then the king said to Zadok, “Carry the ark of God back into the city. If I find favor in the eyes of 
the LORD, He will bring me back and show me both it and His dwelling place.  
2 Samuel 15:26 But if He says thus: ‘I have no delight in you,’ here I am, let Him do to me as seems good to Him.”  
 
Sends Ark Back 
David sends the Ark of God back to Jerusalem.   
 
Love This – Simply Going to Trust You / Not My Will – But Yours / That is Peace & Power / Abba 
I like this, David says in verse 25-26, I am simply going to trust God to do as he wills.  David is saying, not my will be 
done, but His.  And that is a powerful and freeing place to be when we come into life’s trials and circumstances.  It 
is the heart of our Greater-than-David Jesus Christ has demonstrated to us there in the Garden of Gethsemane 
there upon the Mount of Olives the hours before His crucifixion.  My heart is moved greatly by the way in that 
prayer, as He calls His Father, “Abba”, which is a word of endearment, as a little child calls his earthly father.   
Mark 14:35–36 (NKJV) 35 He went a little farther, and fell on the ground, and prayed that if it were possible, the hour might pass from Him. 
36 And He said, “Abba, Father, all things are possible for You. Take this cup away from Me; nevertheless, not what I will, but what You will.”  

 
David Embeds Spies Inside the Palace (15:27-29) 
2 Samuel 15:27 The king also said to Zadok the priest, “Are you not a seer? Return to the city in peace, and your 
two sons with you, Ahimaaz your son, and Jonathan the son of Abiathar.  
2 Samuel 15:28 See, I will wait in the plains of the wilderness until word comes from you to inform me.”  
2 Samuel 15:29 Therefore Zadok and Abiathar carried the ark of God back to Jerusalem. And they remained 
there.  
 
Just in Case – Embed Some Spies 
I love David's faith back in our last grouping. Hey, I'm going to let God be God. I'm going to trust God, let his will be 
done. I know he loves me but now we come here to verse 27 and says, well, but just in case, I'm going to embed 
some spies to stay abreast of what's going on. 
 
Is that not so? Like us I trust you Lord to have your way. I fully trust in you but just in case I'm going to put these 
five or six things in place just in case I need to fall back. But of course, we never really say that. We simply feel that 
we're exercising the wisdom of the Lord. And in this place as a military strategist, absolutely, David, embed your 
spies. That's what is good in the battle, know what the enemy is doing before the enemy even knows what he's 
doing. But I don't know about you, most of the time I'm not sure it's really strategy. I think it's more works of the 
flesh. 
  
 



Be Still – Get Your Daily Instruction / And – In the Heart of God 
So how can you tell when it's the wisdom of the Lord to put these things in place? Or simply that you should wait 
upon the Lord and just fully trust him and submit everything to him. Of course, the answer is Psalm 46:10, "Be still 
and know that I am God." Just be quiet before the Lord daily and get the instruction from him, specifically that you 
know that God has spoken to you on what he would have you to do and how he would have you to do it. And as 
we always say, and very importantly, and that you do it with the heart of God. We do lots of things in accordance 
to the word of God because His word said it but it doesn't necessarily mean that we do it in the heart of God. And 
those two can be complete opposites of the universe. 
Psalm 46:10–11 (NKJV) 10 Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth! 11 The LORD of hosts 
is with us; The God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah  

 
Never Know When Absalom is Coming / God sends Us Out Daily 
But what if Absalom comes you may ask? Who knows when Absalom comes to again I say exactly, "You never 
know when your kingdom, your world, is going to be turned upside down, attacked." You never know when 
Absalom is going to walk into your life and come against you and therefore the importance of daily being still 
before the Lord, prepared for the day. And then whatever comes in the day you can know that you're in step with 
the Lord, that you've spent time with him. He has sent you out in the day. We always talk about being sent out, in 
ministry and in missions. Oh, he was sent out by the church, he was sent out by the Lord to go plant a church. Oh, 
they were called by the Lord. They were sent out by the Lord to go to Cambodia, but God will tell you. He wants to 
send you out every day because every day is a new mission and a new opportunity for ministry. And we have to go, 
being sent out and not responding to what comes before us but letting what comes before us respond to us as we 
are led by the Lord. 
 
Yesterday’s Devotion – was Perfect for Yesterday 
I am sure this doesn't happen to you but how many times the stress and anxiety of the day before me determines 
my morning. I go out in an unsettled attitude of heart, position, and then the world comes, and I respond 
according to my logic or my wisdom and it doesn't go well. Or maybe I think it did go well because I shut it down, 
whatever it was that had come before me in an aggressive way. And then I feel good. Then I wake up the next 
morning for devotions and I sit down, and I open the Word that would have been yesterday's Word because now 
I'm a day behind in my systematic morning devotion reading. I read a passage of scripture that would have been 
absolutely perfect for peace and response in the situation that went before me the day before. So vital. You never 
know when Absalom is coming. You never know when the thief is going to be coming and therefore you have to be 
rising early just like Absalom did. We knew Absalom rose early in the morning. I just wonder if David did. 
 
David Ascends the Mount of Olives Weeping (15:30) 
2 Samuel 15:30 So David went up by the Ascent of the Mount of Olives, and wept as he went up; and he had his 
head covered and went barefoot. And all the people who were with him covered their heads and went up, 
weeping as they went up.  
 
Place of Crushing / Greater Crushing – Greater Purity / Brokenness & Potency 
Verse 30. Gethsemane is at the Mount of Olives as we have said. Gethsemane means pressing or crushing because 
there at the Mount of Olives was olive trees where they would get olives. To get the oil out of the olive took 
tremendous crushing and pressing to get the purest oil. To get the most powerful, potent oil was dependent upon 
the degree of the crushing. The lighter the crushing, the lesser the purity and potency. The greater the crushing, 
the greater to the degree of the purity and potency of that oil. That's always the way it is. And I would tell you 
that's the only way that it is in your life personally. Through the brokenness and the crushing produces the beauty 
of the purity and potency of the oil which represents the Holy Spirit. 
 
Jesus at Gethsemane / Billy Graham – the Cross and the Blood 
As we know Gethsemane was where Jesus was crushed, so to be poured out for you.  What have you done with 
the cross of Christ.  This week Billy Graham after 99 years entered into heaven.  I am reminded nearer the end of 
his crusade ministry when he was asked what would you do differently if you could do it all over again?  Billy said I 
would speak more on the cross of Jesus Christ, and the blood of Jesus Christ.  Wow, I thought he had done that 



rock solid all the sermons I had ever heard.  But his point, here is what all of life comes down to, the cross of Jesus 
Christ, and His blood that was shed for you. 
Mark 14:32–36 (NKJV) 32 Then they came to a place which was named Gethsemane; and He said to His disciples, “Sit here while I pray.” 33 And 
He took Peter, James, and John with Him, and He began to be troubled and deeply distressed. 34 Then He said to them, “My soul is exceedingly 
sorrowful, even to death. Stay here and watch.” 35 He went a little farther, and fell on the ground, and prayed that if it were possible, the hour 
might pass from Him. 36 And He said, “Abba, Father, all things are possible for You. Take this cup away from Me; nevertheless, not what I will, 
but what You will.”  

 
ABC of Salvation 
Some people think a personal relationship with God is something only theologians can comprehend. Actually, 
God’s plan of salvation is simple enough for everyone to understand. Here are the ABCs of salvation.  

Admit  

Admit to God that you are a sinner. All persons need salvation. Each of us has a problem the Bible calls 
sin. Sin is a refusal to acknowledge God’s authority over our lives. Everyone who does not live a life of perfect 
obedience to the Lord is guilty of sin. “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). Since 
none of us is perfect, all of us are sinners (Rom. 3:10- 18).  

The result of sin is spiritual death (Rom. 6:23). Spiritual death means eternal separation from God. By 
God’s perfect standard we are guilty of sin and therefore subject to the punishment for sin, which is separation 
from God. Admitting that you are a sinner and separated from God is the first step of repentance, which is turning 
from sin and self and turning toward God.  

Believe  

Believe in Jesus Christ as God’s Son and receive Jesus’ gift of forgiveness from sin. God loves each of us. 
God offers us salvation. Although we have done nothing to deserve His love and salvation, God wants to save us. In 
the death of Jesus on the cross, God provided salvation for all who would repent of their sins and believe in Jesus. 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but 
have eternal life” (John 3:16).  

Confess  

Confess your faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord to others. After you have received Jesus Christ into 
your life, share your decision with another person. Tell your pastor or a Christian friend about your decision. 
Following Christ’s example, ask for baptism by immersion in your local church as a public expression of your faith. 
“If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you 
will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess 
and are saved” (Rom. 10:9-10).  
 
David Prays God Sends Confusing Counsel unto Absalom (15:31-37) 
2 Samuel 15:31 Then someone told David, saying, “Ahithophel is among the conspirators with Absalom.” And 
David said, “O LORD, I pray, turn the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness!”  
2 Samuel 15:32 Now it happened when David had come to the top of the mountain, where he worshiped God—
there was Hushai the Archite coming to meet him with his robe torn and dust on his head.  
2 Samuel 15:33 David said to him, “If you go on with me, then you will become a burden to me.  
2 Samuel 15:34 But if you return to the city, and say to Absalom, ‘I will be your servant, O king; as I was your 
father’s servant previously, so I will now also be your servant,’ then you may defeat the counsel of Ahithophel 
for me.  
2 Samuel 15:35 And do you not have Zadok and Abiathar the priests with you there? Therefore it will be that 
whatever you hear from the king’s house, you shall tell to Zadok and Abiathar the priests.  
2 Samuel 15:36 Indeed they have there with them their two sons, Ahimaaz, Zadok’s son, and Jonathan, 
Abiathar’s son; and by them you shall send me everything you hear.”  
2 Samuel 15:37 So Hushai, David’s friend, went into the city. And Absalom came into Jerusalem.  
 
Prays Against Counsel of Ahithophel / Satan Studied Job – Knows Your Strengths/Weakness 
Verse 37. David prays against the counsel of Ahithophel who knows him inside and out. He knows the way David 
thinks. He knows the way David works. He knows David's battle plans. He knows David's strength and of course he 



knows David's weakness. So does your enemy. Remember when Satan came before God regarding Job? And God 
says, "Have you considered my servant, Job?" That word considered means to study, to study in such a way for an 
attack. To know the ins and outs, the comings and goings of all the details of that person. And God says, "Have you 
considered, studied, my servant, Job?" Which Satan says, "Yes, I have, if you can get to him because you surround 
him and hedge him." And so too, the enemy knows you. He knows all of your weaknesses but let's get this too. He 
knows the weaknesses. 
Job 1:6–10 (NKJV) 6 Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came among them. 
7 And the LORD said to Satan, “From where do you come?” So Satan answered the LORD and said, “From going to and fro on the earth, and from 
walking back and forth on it.” 8 Then the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered My servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a 
blameless and upright man, one who fears God and shuns evil?” 9 So Satan answered the LORD and said, “Does Job fear God for nothing? 10 Have 
You not made a hedge around him, around his household, and around all that he has on every side? You have blessed the work of his hands, and 
his possessions have increased in the land.  

 
Pray Against Counsel of Ahithophel’s in Our Loved Ones Lives  
He knows the coming and going and the ins and outs of that person that you love. Whether that be a child or 
spouse, a family member, a brother or sister, the evil one, the thief, studies them and knows how to give counsel. 
Whether it's though an Ahithophel, a Jonadab or just through his casting of thoughts into the mind to stir them in 
the wrong direction, in a direction of destruction or destroy. To which we look at this passage and we see a great 
application and that is to pray against the counsel of the Ahithophels in our loved ones' lives. That their counsel 
would fall, that their counsel would be disruptive, that their counsel would not be carried out that could bring 
destroy and destruction. I think that's a great prayer. When you come here, whether it's right now today as we 
enter into prayer and intercession or on a Tuesday in the same like manner, there's power in praying. Lord, 
confound, confuse the counsel of the Ahithophels in my loved ones' lives. 
 
Friends like Hushai 
Verse 37. So Hushai, David's friend, went into the city and Absalom came into Jerusalem. There's nothing beautiful 
when it seems like the Absaloms are coming, the world's attacking, then to know that you have a friend like a 
Hushai who will come and be with you and stand with you regardless, whether you're right or wrong, regardless 
the way things are going. Whether you're going to be king or become a pauper, they don't care. They're your 
friend. Can you be a Hushai in someone's life today? 
 
The Word of God is Living & Powerful 
The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives. 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

 
In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  

• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
 
Boldly Come to Throne of Grace 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might work in 
you, and through you. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
End of Study 
 
  



2 Samuel 16 
2 Samuel 16:1-14 
 
Recap Chapters 
Chapter 11 -  David’s Sin with Bathsheba / David’s Sin Against Uriah 
Chapter 12 -  The Lord Judges David’s Sin / David Repents 
Chapter 13 – Ammon’s Sin Against Tamar / Absalom’s Sin Against Ammon 
Chapter 14 – Absalom Returns from Exile 
Chapter 15 – Absalom’s Treason / David Goes on the Run 
 
Warts And All 
When the British government commissioned an artist to paint the portrait of Puritan leader Oliver Cromwell the 
painter noticed an ugly wart on his subject’s nose. His desire was to enhance Cromwell’s image so he excluded the 
wart.  But when the portrait was unveiled Oliver Cromwell was upset. Rather than appreciating the artist’s efforts, 
he ordered the wart added to his portrait.  He wanted to be seen “warts and all” – coining a phrase that’s still in 
use. 
 
Proof of inspiration 
Yet this has always been the Bible’s approach. In fact, one of the proofs of the Bible’s inspiration is how it treats its 
heroes. Works of antiquity rarely depicted the good guys in an unfavorable light. Historical touch-ups were 
commonplace.  Become too honest about the king in power, and he might silence the author.  But the Biblical 
writers painted their subjects “warts and all”. Rather than gloss over blunders and blemishes they hang them out 
on the line for all to see. The Bible is brutally honest will all its heroes... Moses, Abraham, Elijah, Peter... 
And of course, David – a man after God’s own heart was also a flawed and sin-prone man. He was guilty of lust, 
deceit, adultery, manipulation, and murder... He could rule a kingdom and command men – but couldn’t control 
his own children. 
 
David’s Enemy Comes / Satan his Worse Enemy 
In our passage today we will see multiple enemies of David coming against him. Does anybody here have enemies? 
Oh, the power of a passage of scripture like this. It's more than a story to tell in the history books. But God gives us 
a passage of scripture of how to handle when people come against us in anger and hatred, bent on destruction and 
destroying and we'll see David take in the full force of it here in our chapter and I would say what we see before us 
is a Satanic work against David because just what Jesus said, the thief wants to steal, kill, and destroy and he wants 
to utterly destroy David. 
John 10:10 (NKJV) 10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may 
have it more abundantly.  

 
Satan Wants to Destroy the Seed / Haman – Herod – Hitler / Destroy the HOPE – the Messiah / Man-Govt-Pgm 
And yes, I say satanic attack. I'm going all the way back to our passage in chapter seven, where God has promised 
David that through his seed would come the Messiah and sit on the throne of God in Jerusalem forever  

• and Satan wants to destroy this and in his mind and reasoning, "If I can kill David and then I can get all of 
his sons to turn on each other," which they will, as we'll see, "and kill them, then I will have wiped out the 
seed that would birth the Messiah and no Messiah, no Savior, no redemption, and no hope for mankind," 
and we would sit here today a most miserable people because we would say, "The Messiah has not come 
and the Messiah could not come and therefore, we have no hope that our sin could be washed away and 
that death could be overcome." Satan has a plan. He's done that plan plenty of times as we've seen since 
this time, as he wants to kill David and then wipe out his lineage. He failed.  

• But there was his attempt in the book of Esther. An evil man, a picture of Satan himself, no doubt, I 
believe even possibly incarnate, a man named Haman, who had it in his power to have a decree that was 
passed to kill every Jew on the planet. If he would have succeeded, there would be no Messiah today. But 
we see God intervene, of course. No one can overcome the plans of God and may you always know that in 
your life. No man, government or program can stop the work of God in your life. But I always add, only 



you can by willful disobedience to His word or refusal to claim his word by faith and so Satan tried to 
destroy all the Jews there in the book of Esther. He fails.  

• Then we come to the Gospels. Messiah is born. Another king very well could have been the devil 
incarnate again, surely under the influence of him. King Herod puts out a decree to kill all the babies born 
in Israel under the age of two. God intervenes, whisks Jesus away to Egypt, preserves him, provides for 
him and by the way, if you ever wonder why did the wise men come with gold, myrrh and frankincense, 
they represent Jesus as king, as priest, and as sacrifice. His death and burial, very spice is used for that. 
The very incense is used in the tabernacle, the temple. But that's for Joseph and Mary. They'd have gold 
to get them through that time as they were tucked away. Well, we see through the life of Joseph and 
Mary God didn't give them a lifetime of provision and I like what the proverb says. "Lord, let me not be so 
poor that I steal and dishonor You. But let me not be so rich that I forget You." God gives us what we 
need, when we need it. He's Jehovah Jireh. He will provide. Let me just put that out there for wherever 
you are today. He'll provide and he provided for Joseph and Mary as they were tucked away.  

• But back to our string. Couldn't do it through Haman, couldn't do it through Herod and then we come into 
our modern day. The Messiah has been born. Now Satan has to change his tactic and that is wipe out the 
nation of Israel so that the temple can't be rebuilt because the Messiah must return back to Jerusalem 
and the temple must be rebuilt and you can check out our New Year's Day prophecy update message and 
so God has established that in His word in Ezekiel, Old Testament. He has established it in Jesus' very word 
in Matthew, chapter 24 and then it is a theme woven through the book of Revelation. So we had a 
Haman. We had a Herod and now we have a Hitler. Satan's always trying to stop these work of God. But 
remember, no man, government, or program can stop the work of God and here in our passage before us, 
is an attempt to kill David and then have his sons turn on each other and then wipe them out and there 
would be no Messiah. 

2 Samuel 7:12–16 (NKJV) 12 “When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, I will set up your seed after you, who will come from 
your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will 
be his Father, and he shall be My son. If he commits iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men and with the blows of the sons of men. 15 But 
My mercy shall not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I removed from before you. 16 And your house and your kingdom shall be 
established forever before you. Your throne shall be established forever.” ’ ”  
 
Esther 3:13 (NKJV) 13 And the letters were sent by couriers into all the king’s provinces, to destroy, to kill, and to annihilate all the Jews, both 
young and old, little children and women, in one day, on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the month of Adar, and to plunder 
their possessions.  
 
Matthew 2:16 (NKJV) 16 Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived by the wise men, was exceedingly angry; and he sent forth and put to 
death all the male children who were in Bethlehem and in all its districts, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had 
determined from the wise men.  
 

Satan’s Plan Today / David Not Same man – Neither Are You 
Oh Satan has a plan here in this passage, and that is to destroy David, and the Seed!  He wants to kill the present, 
and the future, and he tries to do it by bringing up the past!  How familiar does that sound to you for your life 
personally?  Now listen carefully….. we are about 10 years past Bathsheba night…….. and now listen, David is not 
the same man he was 10 years ago.  David is still an imperfect man, but he is not the same imperfect man, because 
he is a man after god’s own heart, he is a man who has repented, he is a man who trusts the Lord (and we will see 
that so clearly today), he is not the same man he was ten years ago, for God is who He says He is, and does what 
he says he will do, and everyone who loves Him and submits to Him, he promises that he will do a work in their 
lives (Philippians 1:6).  David is not the same man he was ten years ago and listen beloved of God…. And neither 
are you!  You are not the same person you were last week, nor last month, nor last year, nor ten years ago, for He 
who began a good work in you, has been working, and doing a wonderful work, and will continue (as long as you 
yield yourself to Him), and He will perfect you in that day.  Now Satan doesn’t want you to hear that today, nor 
believe it, he wants to destroy your present, and your future, and he tries to do that by bringing up your past.  
David is not the same man as he was ten years ago, lets remember that as we study this chapter (and book), and 
let’s remember it in our lives personally today. 
Philippians 1:3–6 (NKJV) 3 I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, 4 always in every prayer of mine making request for you all with joy, 
5 for your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now, 6 being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you 
will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ;  

 



The Word of God is Living & Powerful 
The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives. 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

 
In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  

• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
 
Boldly Come to Throne of Grace 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might work in 
you, and through you. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
Outline 2 Samuel 16:1-23: 

• Ziba Meets David with bad News (16:1-4) 

• Shimei Curses David (16:5-14) 

• Absalom Claims the Throne in Jerusalem (16:15-23) 
 
Ziba Meets David with bad News (16:1-4) 
2 Samuel 16:1 When David was a little past the top of the mountain, there was Ziba the servant of 
Mephibosheth, who met him with a couple of saddled donkeys, and on them two hundred loaves of bread, one 
hundred clusters of raisins, one hundred summer fruits, and a skin of wine.  
2 Samuel 16:2 And the king said to Ziba, “What do you mean to do with these?” So Ziba said, “The donkeys are 
for the king’s household to ride on, the bread and summer fruit for the young men to eat, and the wine for 
those who are faint in the wilderness to drink.”  
2 Samuel 16:3 Then the king said, “And where is your master’s son?” And Ziba said to the king, “Indeed he is 
staying in Jerusalem, for he said, ‘Today the house of Israel will restore the kingdom of my father to me.’ ”  
2 Samuel 16:4 So the king said to Ziba, “Here, all that belongs to Mephibosheth is yours.” And Ziba said, “I 
humbly bow before you, that I may find favor in your sight, my lord, O king!”  
 
News breaks David Heart 
Oh the kindness that David had shown Mephibosheth we had studied; this news has to totally break the heart of 
David.  Remember Mephibosheth was lame in both feet, and David found him and brought him to his table to eat 
daily.  David did this for Mephibosheth because of his love and friendship with Mephibosheth father Jonathan.  So 
hear that Mephibosheth has turned on him, adds the insult to the injury, and his heart is broken even more. 
2 Samuel 9:11–13 (NKJV) 11 Then Ziba said to the king, “According to all that my lord the king has commanded his servant, so will your servant 
do.” “As for Mephibosheth,” said the king, “he shall eat at my table like one of the king’s sons.” 12 Mephibosheth had a young son whose name 
was Micha. And all who dwelt in the house of Ziba were servants of Mephibosheth. 13 So Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem, for he ate continually 
at the king’s table. And he was lame in both his feet.  

 
Ziba Was Servant of Saul 
This Ziba was the servant of Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan to whom David showed great kindness to (2 
Samuel 9).  Ziba served the house of Saul, and now Jonathan’s son.  Hence where he has all this wealth to give 
Daivd. 
2 Samuel 9:9–10 (NKJV) 9 And the king called to Ziba, Saul’s servant, and said to him, “I have given to your master’s son all that belonged to Saul 
and to all his house. 10 You therefore, and your sons and your servants, shall work the land for him, and you shall bring in the harvest, that your 
master’s son may have food to eat. But Mephibosheth your master’s son shall eat bread at my table always.” Now Ziba had fifteen sons and 
twenty servants.  

 
 



Ziba Takes Opportunity 
I believe Ziba, he's taken an opportunity here. The reason I think so is what we'll see is when Mephibosheth does 
come, he's going to have full hair, full fingernails, unshaven. We're going to see a man who didn't keep himself up. 
If you think you're going to be anointed king, you think you'd at least do your nails, get ready for your coronation. 
2 Samuel 19:24 (NKJV) 24 Now Mephibosheth the son of Saul came down to meet the king. And he had not cared for his feet, nor trimmed his 
mustache, nor washed his clothes, from the day the king departed until the day he returned in peace.  

 
David makes Rash Decision 
So David is making a rash decision here, and he is not hearing both sides of the story, and we need to be on guard 
ourselves about making decisions in the midst of extreme heartache, and to only hearing one side of a story.  
Proverbs warns us about only hearing one side of a story, of how it sounds so right, until we hear the other side. 
Proverbs 18:17 (NKJV) 17 The first one to plead his cause seems right, Until his neighbor comes and examines him.  

 
4 Step Evaluation 
When someone brings you information about someone here is your checklist.  This will about all but stop slander 
and gossip in the church among the body. 

• Ask them what is your purpose of telling me this information? 

• Where did you get this information - have the facts been verified? 

• Have you gone directly to the person you want to tell me about? 

• And lastly, can I quote you on this? 
 
Shimei Curses David (16:5-14) 
2 Samuel 16:5 Now when King David came to Bahurim, there was a man from the family of the house of Saul, 
whose name was Shimei the son of Gera, coming from there. He came out, cursing continuously as he came.  
 
Shimei was Saul Sympathizer 
Shimei was a Saul sympathizer. He had never liked David – and now he comes out to kick him when he’s down. 
 
2 Samuel 16:6 And he threw stones at David and at all the servants of King David. And all the people and all the 
mighty men were on his right hand and on his left.  
2 Samuel 16:7 Also Shimei said thus when he cursed: “Come out! Come out! You bloodthirsty man, you rogue!  
2 Samuel 16:8 The LORD has brought upon you all the blood of the house of Saul, in whose place you have 
reigned; and the LORD has delivered the kingdom into the hand of Absalom your son. So now you are caught in 
your own evil, because you are a bloodthirsty man!”  
 
Shimei Doesn’t Know Heart of David / Nor – God’s Heart for David (Warts and All) 
Shimei doesn’t know the heart of David.  Shemei doesn’t know what God thinks of David’s heart.  God will say 
before, during, and after (all of David’s life), that David was a man after God’s own heart.  David was a man after 
God’s own heart, David’s heart was a heart that was in love with God, David “warts and all”.  Shemei doesn’t know 
David’s heart, Absalom doesn’t know David’s heart, Ahithophel doesn’t know David’s heart, and people truly don’t 
know your heart ………. And you truly don’t know their heart. 
1 Samuel 13:14 (NKJV) 14 But now your kingdom shall not continue. The LORD has sought for Himself a man after His own heart, and the LORD 
has commanded him to be commander over His people, because you have not kept what the LORD commanded you.”  
 
Acts 13:21–23 (NKJV) 21 And afterward they asked for a king; so God gave them Saul the son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty 
years. 22 And when He had removed him, He raised up for them David as king, to whom also He gave testimony and said, ‘I have found David the 
son of Jesse, a man after My own heart, who will do all My will.’ 23 From this man’s seed, according to the promise, God raised up for Israel a 
Savior—Jesus—  
 
Hebrews 11:32–33 (NKJV) 32 And what more shall I say? For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak and Samson and Jephthah, also 
of David and Samuel and the prophets: 33 who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths 
of lions,  

 
 
 



Be careful What You Call God’s Judgement 
Shimei is not only flirting with David’s judgment, but also with God. He’s putting words in God’s mouth. Be careful 
what you call a judgment from God.  Right after Hurricane Katrina hit folks called the storm God’s judgment on the 
evil city of New Orleans. The only problem was the least affected area of town – what came back first - was the 
French Quarter and Bourbon Street. If Katrina was a judgment from God why did it hit wipe out Calvary Chapel 
Pastor Kevin’s house and not the strip joints? Be careful what you call God’s judgment. 
 
They Error – For they Touch the Lord’s Anointed 
For Absalom and Shimei and Ahithophel, these three major players in our chapter before us, we can make lots of 
conjectures and even say this is what God said would happen to David for his actions against Uriah. Though we 
must remember this and David himself was the one who displayed it so marvelously, all three of these men will err 
in this way and that is they will lay charge. They will touch the Lord's anointed. David, even when Saul was wrong, 
would not touch the Lord's anointed. He said, "Far be it from me to touch the Lord's anointed." Though Saul may 
have been the sinner, David still recognized and honored the position of Saul as king and he let God have the say in 
dealing with Saul, not himself. 
1 Samuel 24:5–7 (NKJV) 5 Now it happened afterward that David’s heart troubled him because he had cut Saul’s robe. 6 And he said to his men, 
“The LORD forbid that I should do this thing to my master, the LORD’s anointed, to stretch out my hand against him, seeing he is the anointed of 

the LORD.” 7 So David restrained his servants with these words, and did not allow them to rise against Saul. And Saul got up from the cave and 
went on his way.  

 
Not for Us to Decide we Are the Instrument of Vengeance 
Deuteronomy 32, verses 35 and 36. God says it's for Him to bring the judgment and the recompense against those. 
It's not for us and he doesn't call us to be the ones to decide that we are God's instrument to bring the vengeance 
and the justice and the judgment against one of God's anointed. 
Deuteronomy 32:35–36 (NKJV) 35 Vengeance is Mine, and recompense; Their foot shall slip in due time; For the day of their calamity is at hand, 
And the things to come hasten upon them.’ 36 “For the LORD will judge His people And have compassion on His servants, When He sees that their 
power is gone, And there is no one remaining, bond or free.  

 
Don’t Answer a Man’s Anger / Go From Presence of an Angry Man 
Now here is where I know that Shimei is not a vessel or spokesman for God, and it is because he is filled with 
angry.  When someone comes at me with anger, I immediately say, this person is not under the control of the 
Spirit, but full of the flesh.  Proverbs says, "Don't answer a fool in his folly, least you become like him," and so 
plenty of passages in Proverbs that tells us, "Don't engage them in their folly or else you become like them." So 
word of warning when these things happen around us. We are told  to go from the presence of an angry man and 
have nothing to do with an angry man and David is surely exercising this here with Shimei, whose totally consumed 
with his anger and his hatred and Absalom, totally consumed with his anger and hatred and Ahithophel, though we 
don't clearly hear it, he wants revenge and he's totally consumed with his anger and hatred towards David for 
what he did to his granddaughter, Bathsheba. 
Ephesians 4:31 (NKJV) 31 Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be put away from you, with all malice.  
 
Colossians 3:8 (NKJV) 8 But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth.  
 
Ephesians 4:26 (NKJV) 26 “Be angry, and do not sin”: do not let the sun go down on your wrath,  
 
Proverbs 22:24–25 (NKJV) 24 Make no friendship with an angry man, And with a furious man do not go, 25 Lest you learn his ways And set a 
snare for your soul.  
 
Proverbs 29:22 (NKJV) 22 An angry man stirs up strife, And a furious man abounds in transgression.  
 
Proverbs 29:11 (NKJV) 11 A fool vents all his feelings, But a wise man holds them back.  
 
Proverbs 26:4 (NKJV) 4 Do not answer a fool according to his folly, Lest you also be like him.  
 
Galatians 5:19–21 (NKJV) 19 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, 
hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; 
of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.  
 



2 Samuel 16:9 Then Abishai the son of Zeruiah said to the king, “Why should this dead dog curse my lord the 
king? Please, let me go over and take off his head!”  
 
Abishai – Fiercely Loyal to David 
Abishai was one of David’s mighty men and fiercely loyal to the king. 
 
2 Samuel 16:10 But the king said, “What have I to do with you, you sons of Zeruiah? So let him curse, because 
the LORD has said to him, ‘Curse David.’ Who then shall say, ‘Why have you done so?’ ”  
2 Samuel 16:11 And David said to Abishai and all his servants, “See how my son who came from my own body 
seeks my life. How much more now may this Benjamite? Let him alone, and let him curse; for so the LORD has 
ordered him.  
2 Samuel 16:12 It may be that the LORD will look on my affliction, and that the LORD will repay me with good for 
his cursing this day.”  
 
David Wont Divide Jerusalem – Kingdom – Family / Beloved Just Leave It 
Look at this with David. May the Lord speak to who it may apply and challenge us all. David says, "Let's just leave it 
to the Lord. Let's let it go and let God." He's willing to let go of his kingdom, his wealth, his reputation, his respect, 
his comfort, all for the willingness to not divide Jerusalem, and all for the willingness to not divide his family. He 
refuses to strike a war in the heart of Jerusalem, a civil war, at that. He will not allow it to happen. He'd rather 
leave and say, "God, you handle it," because David very well could have defeated Absalom and his meager army 
that he would bring. David will not bring a war to the soil of Jerusalem, the heart of the church, if you would. He 
would not bring a war to the heart of the family. He'd rather leave it and let it remain in the hands of God. 
2 Samuel 15:25–26 (NKJV) 25 Then the king said to Zadok, “Carry the ark of God back into the city. If I find favor in the eyes of the LORD, He will 
bring me back and show me both it and His dwelling place. 26 But if He says thus: ‘I have no delight in you,’ here I am, let Him do to me as seems 
good to Him.”  

 
Could the Lord be speaking to you that very thing right now? Just let it go. Don't divide the family. Don't bring a 
war. Just walk away, and leave it in my hands, and let me take care of this. 
 
Some of You Consumed by What Happened to You 
Today we're going to slow it down, shorten it up, so we can spend a little more time in reflection before the Lord, 
because I believe there's some of you, you're still struggling with that. You're still struggling with what was said, 
what was done to you. It's consuming you, and you can't go on and live and enjoy the joy of your salvation because 
of what was done to you. I hope as we have communion today that you'll be able to be set free once and for all, 
leave it at the cross and get up and go. Lord, you'll take care of it. They won't get away with it before you. Lord, I 
want it taken away before me. 
 
Keep Yourself in Love of God 
In Jude's letter, epistle, under inspiration of the Holy Spirit we're told keep ourselves in the love of God and seek 
mercy. That's how we keep ourselves in the love of God, through mercy and grace. Satan will say, "Get even and 
get angry." God says, "Mercy and grace", that's how you keep yourself in the love of God. 
Jude 20–21 (NKJV) 20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, 21 keep yourselves in the love of 
God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.  

 
Don’t Repay Evil with Evil 
Romans 12, verse 17 says, "Don't recompense evil for evil." That's not our position. 
 
Then Romans 12 goes on to say, "And if at all possible, live peaceably with all men." Key word there in our context 
today is if at all possible. Some people it's just not possible. Some people are just mean, and that's even meaning 
Christians. Excuse the word play meaning Christians. Some Christians are just mean, but if at all possible, live 
peaceably the Apostle Paul tells us. 
 
Then it goes on to say in Romans 12, "And give no place for wrath." The word there in the Greek, which means no 
place, it means to step aside, let pass by. I think one of the great examples, kind of like a bull fighter. As the bull 



charges, he steps aside and just lets the bull pass. That's what we're to do when anger and wrath come. We just 
step aside and let it pass. 
 
Then Paul goes on there in Romans 12 and he quotes Deuteronomy 32, where we began. As he will say, 
"Vengeance is mine, sayeth the Lord." We're getting this calling to let it step aside, we step aside, let the anger, let 
the wrath, let the vengeance pass by, let God deal with it. We just trust in the Lord. That's what we're going to see 
David do. He's going to trust the Lord. You can only do that by the Spirit of God, by the Holy Spirit being upon you. 
That's where God's goal for us, to be spirit-filled, spirit-controlled Christians. These things only happen when these 
things happen as they bring us to trusting God, yielding to the Spirit, letting the Spirit have its free reign, and God 
doing wondrous works through the Spirit. Of course, Satan, the last thing he wants, he wants you in the flesh and 
he wants you to be just like that person you're trying to get away from, but you can find yourself not getting away 
from them but becoming just like them. Now you've come to battle on Satan's turf and he will win every time 
when he has home field advantage. 
Romans 12:9–21 (NKJV) 9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good. 10 Be kindly affectionate to one another with 
brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another; 11 not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; 12 rejoicing in hope, 
patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer; 13 distributing to the needs of the saints, given to hospitality. 14 Bless those who persecute 
you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep. 16 Be of the same mind toward one another. Do 
not set your mind on high things, but associate with the humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion. 17 Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard 
for good things in the sight of all men. 18 If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men. 19 Beloved, do not avenge 
yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. 20 Therefore “If your enemy is hungry, 
feed him; If he is thirsty, give him a drink; For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil 
with good.  

 
Don’t pray for Vengeance – Pray for Repentance 
We quote it and say, "'Vengeance is mine,' sayeth the Lord." Christian, please don't be hoping for vengeance. 
Please have a heart of God and pray for repentance, the person would turn. Regardless of what they've done to 
you, there's a greater thing that would come, and it's the hand of God upon them. Our life is short. It's a vapor. 
Regardless of the pain that we suffer, and I have suffered much pain in my life. It makes me look for the hope of a 
soon return or my entry before his throne. That's what I base my hope on. I wish to see none perish, but all seek 
repentance. Even the worst pain that was ever cast upon me, I wish to see no enemy separated from God to 
eternal hell. I wish to see nobody that I once called a friend or family face vengeance here on Earth, let alone in the 
life to come. "Vengeance is mine," sayeth the Lord, but don't claim that as a comfort. Take that, and look at it, and 
apply it to your life of this is what the destiny of this person is. I believe when you take it from the vengeance in 
your heart and take it to repentance, you'll be a person of intercession. Lord, deliver them. They know not what 
they do. 
 
Never be More Like Jesus Than when Forgive 
I'd like to come back to the cross and I want to share something with you. You'll never be more like Jesus Christ 
than when you forgive. Oh, we want to be like Jesus Christ and preach and teach powerful sermons and we want 
to be evangelists like Billy Graham and Greg Laurie. We want to have gifts that prosper a church. Sometimes, just 
that desire to give a word and do season to someone and we fell and desire so much to be like Jesus. But I say to 
you, you'll never be more like Jesus Christ than when you forgive and that was his whole message of coming and 
that's his whole reason for going to the cross so that we might be forgiven and as he would hang on the cross with 
the anger and the hatred spewed out upon him with nails piercing through His hand and listen. The word that he 
would say, "Father, forgive them. They know not what they do," He says them with nails piercing His hands. He 
says them with nails piercing His feet. He says them with His beard plucked out. He says them with His back 
shredded from a whip that was embedded with broken pottery and stone and rock, sharp pieces that went across 
His back 40 times because He would receive no mercy. The Romans gave 39 lashes when 40 was the punishment 
to the convicted. But they would hold up at 39 to show and say, "See? We're merciful." But you could be sure Jesus 
received no mercy when He went to the cross for your sin and my sin and when He said, "Father, forgive them. The 
know not what they do," He's not just speaking to those people on the ground. He's speaking to the people 2000 
years later in a church called Calvary Chapel and He would declare from the cross as those words reverberate as 
far as the east is from the west, as far as the north to the south, covering the whole world, "Father, forgive them. 
They know not what they do." Beloved of God, you will never be more like Jesus Christ than when you forgive. 
Luke 23:34 (NKJV) 34 Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do.” And they divided His garments and cast lots.  



 
2 Samuel 16:13 And as David and his men went along the road, Shimei went along the hillside opposite him and 
cursed as he went, threw stones at him and kicked up dust.  
 
What is Truer Truth About You 
Beloved it is always so important for you to come back to, to see through, to get to……. When people are kicking 
sand up, come at you with verbal attacks…….. you have to always get to…… what is the truer truth.  If you are 
wrong, repent!  The shortest distance to freedom is repentance!  But if your heart is being wrongly accused and 
attacked you have to always get yourself to this….. what is the “truer truth”.  Yes I am not perfect, yes I have warts, 
but the truer truth is that I love God, and God loves me, I have been washed and redeemed by the Blood of the 
Lamb, I am a man/woman after God’s own heart, God considers me precious…….. and what they are saying about 
me “IS NOT TRUE”. 
 
Beloved – Guard Your Heart / Flows River of Water 
Beloved, you must protect your heart……. For out of it flows the wellspring (source) of life…. YOUR LIFE!  You have 
to get to the “truer truth”, else you will listen and hear, and it will become part of your being of what people are 
saying to you and about you, and your wellspring of life (source of life) will be choked out, polluted, the well will be 
poisoned, and your life will be bitter, become a drip, as that is all you will think about, and you will not have a life 
that is bursting forth with rivers of living water. 
Proverbs 4:23 (NIV) 23Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from it.  

 
John 7:37–39 (NKJV) 37 On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and 
drink. 38 He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.” 39 But this He spoke concerning the 
Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.  

 
You Bought with Blood of Jesus 
Right now, you hold the “truer truth” in your hand.  This is what your worth is – that God would give His only 
Begotten Son, to have you. 
John 3:16 (NKJV) 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life.  

 
Don’t Take Self So Serious 
Just a side-note.  I have found, whether you are being greatly respected, or greatly disrespected, the best thing to 
do is to not take yourself so serious. 
 
Greg Laurie Blog – Regarding Billy Graham 
Years ago in Portland, Oregon, I had the opportunity to accompany Billy Graham to one of his crusades. On a night 
of what would be a record attendance, I drove over with him to the event. As I recall, Billy’s long-time friend T.W. 
Wilson was driving. I sat in front, and Billy and his son Franklin were in back. 
 
When we arrived at the stadium and Billy made his way to the platform, I was struck by the expressions of awe on 
people’s faces. It was as if Moses were passing through their midst. 
 
Billy, however, seemed completely unimpressed with all the adulation. He got up and delivered a powerful 
message, and then, when he was done, we all piled into the car to drive back to the hotel. As a fellow preacher, I 
felt like I should say something nice about his message that night. So I turned around in my seat, looked at him in 
the back seat, and said, “Billy, that was a great message tonight.” 
 
“It’s just Gospel,” he replied. 
 
I turned back around, thinking to myself, I was just trying to offer him a compliment. Maybe I should say something 
more specific. I turned to the back seat again and said, “I really liked the part where you said, ‘He can re-sensitize 
your conscience.’” 
 



He looked at me and said, “Well, He can.” 
 
I turned back around again and thought, Okay, fine, I’m not offering him another compliment! 
 
How can a man be in the position he is in and not have that go to his head? It’s been said that it takes a steady 
hand to hold a full cup, and God has trusted him with so much responsibility through the years. In all my memories 
of him, Billy just liked to sit around and chat and be a regular person. He would be as interested in you as you were 
in him, which didn’t make any sense at all to me. Why would he want to ask my opinion or listen to what I had to 
say? If there’s one word that sums him up, it would be gracious—but I would have to add humble, too. Billy has 
always been gracious, not just to a noted person like a president or a celebrity, but just as gracious to a person he 
just met in a restaurant or on the street. He always seems to take a great interest in individuals, and I think that 
has been one of the secrets of his success. 
 
A person once wrote that if you ever see a turtle on a fencepost, you know someone put him there; he didn’t get 
there by himself. I think Billy Graham has always recognized that. When it was all said and done, he was just a 
farmer from Charlotte. He was raised on a dairy farm, and he would say, “I’m just a country preacher.” People 
would dismiss this as though he didn’t mean it, but in reality he did. He was just a country preacher who was 
elevated by God to a level that very few others have ever been to, if any. 
 
I remember spending some time with him after attending a Board of Directors meeting for the Billy Graham 
Evangelistic Association. It was just prior to the release of a major biography on Billy, and he was concerned about 
what had been written about him—as anyone would be. After all, you never know what the author will write 
about you, who they have talked to, or even if they’re going to be completely truthful. 
 
At one point in this discussion I said to him, “Billy, you have lived a life of integrity. You are a man of God. You have 
nothing to be embarrassed or concerned about. I know this biography will be fantastic, because you’ve lived a 
wonderful life as a follower of Jesus Christ.” And sure enough, it was. But the fact that he’d even have this concern 
showed that he had his insecurities just like anyone else. Nevertheless, he had no skeletons in his closet to fear, 
and he has maintained a sterling reputation through all his years of ministry.  
 
One time, after one of his crusades, we drove over to his hotel. We were sitting around, and Billy disappeared for a 
few moments. He came back into the room wearing his pajamas and dress shoes. (I guess he didn’t bring his 
slippers.) Someone had given us some roast beef sandwiches to eat after the service. At that point, they were 
hours old and stone cold, but we took them out of the bag and just sat around munching on them, talking about 
this and that. I watched Billy eat his sandwich, completely content in his pajamas and dress shoes in a room with 
people he was comfortable with. He wasn’t one of those people who would want to have a big party, a big 
celebration, or a fancy dinner. Billy was just happy to eat his cold sandwich and be around friends. 
 
As I’ve reflected on it, I feel that he is the most Christ-like person I’ve ever met—though not without his human 
foibles and shortcomings. He would be the first to admit those. 
 
If Billy Graham had a weakness—and of course we all do—I think it would be his excessive kindness, allowing 
people to exploit his goodwill to their own benefit. He was a very intelligent man, but he was sometimes so 
accepting and loving toward others that people would take advantage of that. But if you’re going to have a human 
weakness, that’s a pretty good one to have, all things considered. 
 
Billy Graham preached about love, and he lived it. He loved his wife, Ruth, with all of his heart. I’ve never seen a 
husband and wife more in love than Billy and Ruth, yet they would have their little disagreements like any couple. 
The way they would speak to each other, however, was just utterly charming and fun to watch. Ruth was in every 
way his equal, with a great wit and sense of humor, and you could tell he loved to be around her. 
 
When Ruth was very ill and dying, I remember being in their home. Ruth was in a wheelchair, and Billy was seated 
next to her. A friend of ours, Dennis Agajanian, an amazing guitarist who appeared at many of Billy’s crusades, 



came by to visit, and was asked to play the Hallelujah chorus from Handel’s Messiah.As he played, I found myself 
watching Billy and Ruth. Ruth’s face was radiating light, and Billy was just looking at her, smiling. They didn’t say 
anything. But after it was done, Ruth said, “That was a song they played on our first date.” As it turned out, on 
their first date they saw Handel’s Messiah. 
 
That was a special moment I’ll always remember between two people who were completely in love with each 
other. 
 
I thank God for Billy Graham and his legacy, and pray that God comforts his family during this time. 
 
2 Samuel 16:14 Now the king and all the people who were with him became weary; so they refreshed 
themselves there.  
 
David Worshipped – In Spite of His Circumstances 
So I want you to see this, what a application for life God gives us. David, he's lost his son. He's lost many of his 
friends. He's lost his kingdom. He's lost all of his sustenance, we'll see, and someone's going to have to provide 
food for him. David has lost all of this, his life is threatened, and notice what he does in the middle of it all, when 
he reaches the summit, says he worshiped there. David stops and worships the Lord in what is truly, has to be, the 
lowest, or one of the lowest, moments in his life. 
2 Samuel 15:32 Now it happened when David had come to the top of the mountain, where he worshiped God—there was Hushai the Archite 
coming to meet him with his robe torn and dust on his head.  

 
To which I must make the point, David worships well. It is well with my soul, as David worships the Lord. So I ask 
you, as I ask myself, how well do you worship? And equally so, when do you worship? Do you worship only when 
you got a hop in your step, life is good? Or can you, or can we, worship the Lord in a circumstance like this? For 
what we see is this is David's power. He trusts the Lord, let your will be done, and then he worships God for who 
he is. 
 
The degree that you worship will be dependent on the degree that you trust him, that you can release your heart 
to him and say, "Regardless of what's going on in my life, I will still yet praise you. Circumstances will not dictate 
nor determine your worth to me, for you're worthy to be praised, and I know that you love me, and I'm going to 
worship you simply because you love me." 
 
I'm not soapbox-ing here. I'm just going to say what I know is the truth, because it's the truth in me, and I can see 
it, and continually must be on guard about it, and that is worship is not singing. Worship is not high-amped music 
or low-light concert settings. Worship is not music in the background from a Christian radio station. And we can get 
deceived by that, that singing is worship, or sometimes in churches, that's all it is, is singing, or sometimes, worship 
is simply the time in-between the opening prayer and the teaching of the word. 
 
I believe it was A. W. Tozer who says, "Pray until you've prayed," meaning pray until you're sure that you entered 
into prayer. You didn't just say words, to which I also will add, worship until you worshiped, until you know that 
your heart has been lifted up to the Lord. 
 
Jesus would say, in John 4, that there will come time when men will worship in spirit and in truth. There's when 
you know you've entered into worship. It's a spiritual thing, and truth, honesty, before God. Worship brings us into 
the presence of God, and David could be in the midst of all this, the warring of the Earth, the Earth seeming at any 
moment to open and swallow him. He can worship the Lord, because he's entered into a spiritual time with the 
Lord. He's in the presence of the Lord. He knows the truths of God, and who God is, and what he thinks of him. 
 
Oh, what this tells us, God declaring to us, through a man after God's own heart, is that my life doesn't have to be 
determined by my circumstances and my surroundings, but I can have fellowship with the Lord in the midst of the 
most worst circumstances, that I can still have access to the throne. I can boldly come before the throne of grace. 
 



Beloved Worship – Even in Death – Or World Falling Apart Around You 
David, in the midst of his world collapsing around him, worships. Abraham, what does he say when he takes his 
son up to the mount? He says, "I and the Lord. I and the lad will go yonder and worship the Lord." His son's on his 
way to die, and Abraham worships. What do you do? Where do you go when it seems like your world has fallen 
apart? I would to God, that we would all get to the mount and worship, that we would worship in spirit and truth, 
good times and bad, and lift up holy hands without wrath and doubting, and trusting, and proclaiming, and 
praising his holy name, because he's worthy. 
 
Conclusion / Communion 
Throughout his life, Billy Graham preached the gospel of Jesus Christ to some 215 million people who attended 
one of his more than 400 Crusades, simulcasts and evangelistic rallies in more than 185 countries and territories. 
He reached millions more through TV, video, film, the internet and 34 books. 
 
“I have one message: that Jesus Christ came, he died on a cross, he rose again, and he asked us to repent of our 
sins and receive him by faith as Lord and Savior, and if we do, we have forgiveness of all of our sins,” 
said Graham at his final Crusade in June 2005 at Flushing Meadows Corona Park in New York. 
 
1 Corinthians 11:23–26 (NKJV) 23 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus on the same night in which 
He was betrayed took bread; 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you; do this 
in remembrance of Me.” 25 In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till He 
comes.  

 
The Word of God is Living & Powerful 
The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives. 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

 
In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  
• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
 
Boldly Come to Throne of Grace 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might work in 
you, and through you. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
End of Study  



2 Samuel 17 
2 Samuel 16:15 – 17:29 
 
Recap Chapters 11-15 
Chapter 11 -  David’s Sin with Bathsheba / David’s Sin Against Uriah 
Chapter 12 -  The Lord Judges David’s Sin / David Repents 
Chapter 13 – Ammon’s Sin Against Tamar / Absalom’s Sin Against Ammon 
Chapter 14 – Absalom Returns from Exile 
Chapter 15 – Absalom’s Treason / David Goes on the Run 
Chapter 16:1-14 – David Continues Putting Distance Between Him and Absalom  
 
David on the Run 
David is on the run now from his son Absalom, he has left his throne, he is traveling with his 600 faithful and 
mighty men, some servants, and faithful friends, and their families.  An estimate is about 2,000 people in this 
exodus into exile. 
 
Significant who Follows David / David Not Same Man / Oh – That my Family Would Follow Me 
I find it significant who's following David. 600 men with their families, they make themselves vulnerable. Gentiles 
are following, we saw in the last chapter, with their family. They make themselves vulnerable. David has his wife 
and kids, making himself vulnerable. That all these people trust David and follow him, all these people trust David 
and follow him and does not abandon him at this time. Great place for a word about friendship that sticks closer 
than a brother. But right now, my point, these people are willing to follow David because of the heart of David. 
David's not the same man that he was 10 years ago. David has repented before his God and David follows his God 
and is the sweet psalmist of Israel and these people are willing to follow him because of his heart and I would to 
God that I would be a father that would have my family follow me because of my heart and trust me. That they 
would say and live, that wherever he (speaking of me) goes, I will follow him because he’s a man after God's own 
heart. 
1 Samuel 13:14 (NKJV) 14 But now your kingdom shall not continue. The LORD has sought for Himself a man after His own heart, and the LORD 
has commanded him to be commander over His people, because you have not kept what the LORD commanded you.”  

 
Exert Book “Pinpoint Prayers” / Story of Secretariat 
In the later months of 1999, ESPN began airing a sports countdown show featuring the top fifty U.S. athletes of the 
twentieth century. Think about that: ESPN executives and writers had the daunting task of singling out the top 
sports performers of the last one hundred years. Names such as Babe Zaharias, Bob Beamon, Babe Ruth, Willie 
Mays, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, Magic Johnson, Jesse Owens, Muhammad Ali, Sugar Ray Leonard, Bruce Jenner, Mary 
Lou Retton, Tony Dorsett, Emmitt Smith, Mark Spitz, Wilt Chamberlain, Gale Sayers, Michael Jordan, and Lance 
Armstrong were just a few of the hundreds of athletic heroes whom the producers had to evaluate and rank. The 
show played to great ratings and provided countless thrilling moments of relived sports history. 
 
There were many surprises on the list, but none greater than the athlete ranking thirty-fifth in the countdown, 
ahead of such sports legends as multiple Wimbledon winner Pete Sampras, New York Yankees player Mickey 
Mantle, and Chicago Bears Hall of Fame running back Walter Payton. This athlete was never paid a penny for his 
breathtaking performances. In fact, he wasn’t human at all. Spot number thirty-five went to a horse: Secretariat, 
the only animal on the list and the winner of the 1973 Triple Crown. 
 
I was in middle school when Secretariat captivated our nation’s attention. I remember seeing his picture on the 
covers of Time and Newsweek in the same week. He won the Kentucky Derby and the Preakness Stakes races in 
dramatic, come-from-behind fashion. At Churchill Downs, Secretariat still holds the track record for the Derby. He 
ran the fastest time ever recorded at the Preakness as well, but he wasn’t given the record because of an official 
timing malfunction. 
 



As the Belmont Stakes approached, a frenzied sense of expectation swept through our nation. Americans knew 
they were seeing something special. Speculation grew that Secretariat would not only win the Triple Crown but 
would do so in record fashion. 
 
No one was prepared for what that amazing animal did in the Belmont, a grueling mile-and-a-half sprint. 
Secretariat exploded from the gates and quickly sprinted to the lead, setting a blistering pace. Coming out of the 
first turn, he and his closest competitor, Sham, pulled away from the field. (Sham, an incredible horse in his own 
right, had the terrible misfortune of having to continually race against one of the greatest horses in history.) By the 
final turn of the race, Secretariat had pulled away from Sham and was on his way to history. He crossed the finish 
line alone, a whopping 31.5 lengths (the length of a football field) ahead of second place. He set track and world 
records that day and clearly established himself as one of the greatest race horses of all time. Not long after the 
Belmont, Secretariat stopped racing and enjoyed a long and peaceful retirement. 
 
After his death in 1989, doctors performed an autopsy on the superhorse. They wanted to study his physiology and 
see if they could find any clues as to why he ran so well. What they found explained everything. Secretariat had a 
huge heart—literally. A normal horse’s heart weighs about seven pounds. Secretariat’s weighed twenty-two. His 
heart was three times larger than usual, and thus with every beat it sent three times the amount of blood and 
oxygen coursing through the thoroughbred’s veins. Doctors also discovered that his abnormal heart size resulted 
from a genetic defect that could be traced through his parents and grandparents. Secretariat was able to run like 
he did because of his huge heart—a gift that was passed on from the generations before him. 
*Davis, W., Jr. (2007). Pray big: the power of pinpoint prayers. Grand Rapids, MI: Revell. 

 
I Pray – For Our Hearts – And the Hearts We Pass On to Our Children 
I pray through our study today for our hearts to be enlarged unto God, and I pray for our hearts that we will pass 
on to our children.  I have full confidence that we can and will, because this word is living and powerful.  It is living 
and powerful, because it is the Word of God, God Himself. 
 
When You get the Word – You get God 
The Word of God is God Himself, for God and His Word are inseparable, when you when you receive the Word of 
God, you get God along with it.  We say I want more of God in my life, how do I get more of God in my life, to 
which that is easy answer, take in more of the Word of God, for with the Word comes God, for they are 
inseparable.   
 
The Word of God is Living & Powerful 
The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives. 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

 
In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  

• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
 
Boldly Come to Throne of Grace 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might work in 
you, and through you. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
 
 
 



Outline 2 Samuel 16:15 – 17:29: 

• Absalom Claims the Throne in Jerusalem (16:15-23) 

• Ahithophel Gives Counsel to Pursue David Immediately (17:1-4) 

• Hushai Counters and Defeats Ahithophel’s Counsel (17:5-14) 

• David Is Informed to Keep Moving as Absalom is on the Way (17:15-22) 

• Ahithophel kills Himself (17:23) 

• Absalom Pursues David (17:24-26) 

• David Makes Camp on the Other Side of the Jordon (17:27-29) 
 
The Rejected King 
2 Samuel 16:13 And as David and his men went along the road, Shimei went along the hillside opposite him and 
cursed as he went, threw stones at him and kicked up dust.  
 
The Rejected King 
The rejected king continues his journey out of Jerusalem.  Being mocked and cursed along the way; sound familiar?  
A thousand years later, the King of Kings Jesus Christ would be rejected, mocked, and cursed!  For you and for me, 
and He would say we were worth it, that is amazing love! 
Matthew 27:39–40 (NKJV) 39 And those who passed by blasphemed Him, wagging their heads 40 and saying, “You who destroy the temple and 
build it in three days, save Yourself! If You are the Son of God, come down from the cross.”  
 
Hebrews 12:2 (NKJV) 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  

 
They Refreshed Themselves 
2 Samuel 16:14 Now the king and all the people who were with him became weary; so they refreshed 
themselves there.  
 
Greatest Forms of Worship – Lord I Trust You / Absolute Surrender – Worship Regardless of Circumstances 
One of the greatest forms of worship is submission, where we say, "Not thy will but Your will be done," where 
we're literally saying to the Lord, "I trust You. Our worship is way more than songs. It's the condition of a heart that 
is poured out before the Lord. I trust You." Imagine these words in the ears of God coming from David, coming 
from you. "I trust You fully and absolutely. I give You, Lord, absolute surrender." I want you to understand the 
context of our story. David is in the attitude of worship. David is submitting to God. David is praising God, even in 
the midst of this, these circumstances, and remind you, David is not the same man he was 10 years ago and there's 
a power of worship, the attitude of absolute surrender and worship with words exploding from our hearts.  Ten 
years ago he is scheming how to cover himself and keep his kingdom and reputation, now he gives absolute 
surrender to the Lord. 

• Lord, I trust You even when I don't understand.  

• Lord, I trust you even when it hurts.  

• Lord, I trust You even when this is discipline that I brought upon myself and even,  

• Lord, I trust You, even when it's good," and it's okay to enjoy the good times that God gives you and the 
absolute surrender of, "This is fully from You, Lord, nothing in and of myself. I praise You for that." 

2 Samuel 15:25–26 (NKJV) 25 Then the king said to Zadok, “Carry the ark of God back into the city. If I find favor in the eyes of the LORD, He will 
bring me back and show me both it and His dwelling place. 26 But if He says thus: ‘I have no delight in you,’ here I am, let Him do to me as seems 
good to Him.”  

 
2 Samuel 15:32 Now it happened when David had come to the top of the mountain, where he worshiped God—there was Hushai the Archite 
coming to meet him with his robe torn and dust on his head.  

 
Absolute Surrender: 

• Absolute Surrender – Trusts/Praises the Lord Regardless of the Circumstances 
 
 
 



David is Tired / David is Vulnerable / Vulnerability Comes with Absolute Surrender (Release Control of Situation) 
David and his men are tired. Mind you, they're not just men with their swords. They got their families with them. 
They're not on horseback. Maybe a couple, but we saw David being gifted with a few donkeys and our last chapter 
shows us that they didn't have donkeys for all. They're fleeing, moving quickly. They're on foot. They're tired. David 
has made himself vulnerable when he made himself submitted to God's will, when he came to absolute surrender.  
 
and, Christian, I know you fear to make yourself vulnerable because we say,  

• "I'll be taken advantage of.  

• I'll be open up to be hurt.  

• I will lose control of this situation."  
 
Christian, vulnerability comes with absolute surrender. You can't have one with the other. We have a hard time 
recognizing that and accepting that and we think we say, "I'm giving God absolute surrender." But all the while, we 
are nowhere close to it because we still try to control or we won't allow ourselves to be made vulnerable.  Let me 
point out David has left his fortified position there in Jerusalem. He has 600 men. But that's all he has. The time to 
fight was when he was in Jerusalem, not after running all day, not while being in the open field with no covering 
and no pitch. David would have won in Jerusalem. But he would not divide the nation or family and fight against 
his own son. So he's made himself vulnerable and that comes with absolute surrender, where he says, "Let the 
Lord's will be done." 
 
Absolute Surrender: 

• Absolute Surrender – Trusts/Praises the Lord Regardless of the Circumstances 

• Absolute Surrender – We Allow Ourselves to be Vulnerable 
 
David is the Freest Man 
David has lost his kingdom, his throne, his respect, his security, his comfort….. yet he is the freest man, the man 
most at peace in our story over all the other people, because he has brought himself to absolute surrender unto 
the Lord, and thus David is on the run and life threatened, yet he has more peace than anyone else in the whole 
story.  Beloved, have you come to absolute surrender in your life?  If you don’t have peace, the answer is most 
likely not, because you are still trying to control that “something” in your life, your finances, your spouse, your 
career, your children, you feel in the blank.  Oh I pray you receive the power of the word today, that you can at 
least take a step (if not a leap) to absolute surrender, and you heart be enlarged, and you live in the power of 
worshipping God even in the midst of your circumstances, that you trust Him enough to make yourself vulnerable, 
and let the walls down and say Lord I trust, even when __________ 
 
Absalom Claims the Throne in Jerusalem (16:15-23) 
2 Samuel 16:15 Meanwhile Absalom and all the people, the men of Israel, came to Jerusalem; and Ahithophel 
was with him.  
 
Just as God Said Would Happen 
So here come Absalom taking the throne, just as God said about 10 years ago would happen as a result of David’s 
sin against God for taking Bathsheba and having Uriah killed. 
2 Samuel 12:9–12 (NKJV) 9 Why have you despised the commandment of the LORD, to do evil in His sight? You have killed Uriah the Hittite with 
the sword; you have taken his wife to be your wife, and have killed him with the sword of the people of Ammon. 10 Now therefore, the sword 
shall never depart from your house, because you have despised Me, and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.’ 11 Thus says the 
LORD: ‘Behold, I will raise up adversity against you from your own house; and I will take your wives before your eyes and give them to your 
neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in the sight of this sun. 12 For you did it secretly, but I will do this thing before all Israel, before the 
sun.’ ”  

 
My Whole Christian Experience based on Relationship – Not Circumstances 
My whole Christian experience is based on my relationship with God, and not my circumstances. Therefore, I can 
worship God because of a relationship, a personal relationship, an intimate relationship, a loving relationship, a 
relationship that my God loves me to the degree that he would give his only begotten son for me. And therefore, I 
can worship him because of my relationship with him, not my circumstances, because my circumstances then 



would dictate highs and lows, but I can have a continual worship experience in this fallen world because of my 
relationship with my Lord, not my circumstances. 
 
Amazing God Allows Israel to Be Divided / God Not Afraid of Exposing & Consequences / God is Holy 
And isn't this amazing, that God is allowing all these things to happen transpire because of David's sin? God says 
that judgment begins in the house of God, and every child of God will be chastened by the Lord, to conform them 
and to break them. And God's willing to let all this happen to the nation, the apple of his eye, because he's dealing 
with David. And that's just amazing to ponder and reflect upon. And here's an attribute of God that we must fully 
understand, and that is that he is holy and he has no fear of watching the consequences. He will chasten the 
individual, even if that spills over and impacts the multitude.  He will allow the apple of his eye, Israel, his chosen 
nation, to go through this because of one man's offense, and the chastening and the discipline of that one man. 
And he has no fear of the consequences, and there's something there for us as we look at the leaders of our 
nation, whether you voted for them or not, but through one man's offense, the whole nation can pay, whether 
that be at the highest level or the local level. And the same is applied to any church, and I've watched it, and I've 
seen God will not be mocked, and he will allow churches of tens of thousands to be impacted by one man's 
offense, and he'll do it in your home, as the leaders of your home. He'll do it as leaders on your school campus. 
He'll do it as leaders in the military forces that you may support, or whatever it may be, because God will send this 
message undeniably, without apology and without strength, that, "I am a holy God regardless of the consequences 
that will result in my chastening and discipline upon my leaders." Therefore, we need to pray for our leaders, and 
we need to recognize, personally in our heart, the holiness of God. There is none like him, and absolute surrender 
has the expectation of obedience. 
Revelation 3:19 (NKJV) 19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent.  
 
Proverbs 19:18 (NKJV) 18 Chasten your son while there is hope, And do not set your heart on his destruction.  
 
Hebrews 12:5–11 (NKJV) 5 And you have forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as to sons: “My son, do not despise the chastening of 
the LORD, Nor be discouraged when you are rebuked by Him; 6 For whom the LORD loves He chastens, And scourges every son whom He receives.” 
7 If you endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom a father does not chasten? 8 But if you are without 
chastening, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate and not sons. 9 Furthermore, we have had human fathers who 
corrected us, and we paid them respect. Shall we not much more readily be in subjection to the Father of spirits and live? 10 For they indeed for a 
few days chastened us as seemed best to them, but He for our profit, that we may be partakers of His holiness. 11 Now no chastening seems to 
be joyful for the present, but painful; nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.  

 
Absalom Never Repented / Unrepentance Changes Your Core 
So, Absalom is coming after David with anger and hatred, bitterness and resentment, because David's inaction to 
discipline Amnon for his horrendous deed against Tamar. However, let this be known. Absalom is guilty, for he 
murdered Amnon in cold blood. Absalom has never repented of that. We will say David repented of his deed 
against Uriah. Absalom has never repented against his deed of murder against Amnon. What we see all through 
the scripture is unrepentance changes who a person is. Unrepentance makes them someone they were never 
designed to be. We see that with Absalom. It's literally changing the very core of who he is because he never 
repented. 
 
Absalom Must Own His Sin 
Let it be known. Absalom is a man now. Regardless of David's action and inactions, that's separate at this point. 
Absalom's his own man and he needs to own his own actions. He murdered and premeditated cold blood his half-
brother, Amnon. Regardless of how righteous he may be, he took vengeance upon himself and thought he was the 
instrument of vengeance and killed Amnon. He's guilty of breaking God's holy law and he needs to take the 
responsibility for that. Regardless of his blame shifting, it's his sin. Regardless of what he can say, David did and 
didn't do, it's Absalom's sin that he will stand before the God in Heaven and give an account for and, Christian, you 
need to own your own person. Everybody can blame everybody. But at some point, you must own your own 
actions.  
 
Absolute Surrender Requires Absolute Repentance 
Christian, you have to own your own action. Repent before God and repentance is a vital part and is a core part of 
absolute surrender before God. You can't blame shift and you can't harbor sin. You can't have unrepentant 



habitual sin and think that you've given yourself completely over to God and that you have absolute surrender. 
Absolute surrender requires repentance. 
 
Absolute Surrender: 

• Absolute Surrender – Trusts/Praises the Lord Regardless of the Circumstances 

• Absolute Surrender – We Allow Ourselves to be Vulnerable 

• Absolute Surrender - Requires Absolute Repentance. 
 
David’s Repentance 
What was the difference between David and Saul, was David really more holy than Saul?  What was the difference 
between David and Absalom, was David really more holy than Absalom?  The answer in both cases is no!  The 
difference was one thing, David repented before God. 
Psalm 51:title–19 (NKJV) To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David When Nathan the Prophet Went to Him, After He Had Gone in to Bathsheba. 1 
Have mercy upon me, O God, According to Your lovingkindness; According to the multitude of Your tender mercies, Blot out my transgressions. 2 
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, And cleanse me from my sin. 3 For I acknowledge my transgressions, And my sin is always before me. 4 
Against You, You only, have I sinned, And done this evil in Your sight— That You may be found just when You speak, And blameless when You 
judge. 5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, And in sin my mother conceived me. 6 Behold, You desire truth in the inward parts, And in the 
hidden part You will make me to know wisdom. 7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 8 Make 
me hear joy and gladness, That the bones You have broken may rejoice. 9 Hide Your face from my sins, And blot out all my iniquities. 10 Create in 
me a clean heart, O God, And renew a steadfast spirit within me. 11 Do not cast me away from Your presence, And do not take Your Holy Spirit 
from me. 12 Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, And uphold me by Your generous Spirit. 13 Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, And 
sinners shall be converted to You. 14 Deliver me from the guilt of bloodshed, O God, The God of my salvation, And my tongue shall sing aloud of 
Your righteousness. 15 O Lord, open my lips, And my mouth shall show forth Your praise. 16 For You do not desire sacrifice, or else I would give it; 
You do not delight in burnt offering. 17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, A broken and a contrite heart— These, O God, You will not 
despise. 18 Do good in Your good pleasure to Zion; Build the walls of Jerusalem. 19 Then You shall be pleased with the sacrifices of righteousness, 
With burnt offering and whole burnt offering; Then they shall offer bulls on Your altar.  

 
Guard your Heart / Keep Commands and Set Your Heart Free 
But beloved, why make repentance something you have to do, why not obey the word of God and live in the 
power of obedience?  You know what, absolute surrender, is easiest with obedience!  Guard your heart beloved, 
and you do that by keeping God’s word! 
Proverbs 4:23 (NIV84) 23 Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life.  
 
Proverbs 4:23 (NKJV) 23 Keep your heart with all diligence, For out of it spring the issues of life.  

 
David knew all about the importance of the heart. He mentioned the heart ninety-eight times in his prayers in the 
Psalms. He knew that the condition of the heart dictates our actions and attitudes. In Psalm 119:32, David gave us 
a great pinpoint promise that we can pray for our children’s hearts: “I run in the path of your commands, for you 
have set my heart free.” I love the way the New American Standard Bible words this verse. In true Secretariat 
imagery it says, “I shall run the way of Your commandments, for You will enlarge my heart.” 
 
In David’s day, long-distance communication required runners to relay messages. Kings and generals would 
dispense runners from the battlefield to communicate strategies and news of wins and losses. Sometimes a 
general would send out two runners to the same place via different routes, in case one route was blocked or one 
runner was injured or captured. David drew on the imagery of battlefield runners in verse 32. He understood that 
the path or route he had chosen to run through life was the way of God’s commands. He knew it was the safest 
and most secure road through the perils of life. I can imagine David praying, Holy God, whatever I’m asked to do in 
your name, wherever you ask me to run, I will always take the high road laid out in your commands. Therein is the 
life and safety that you alone can offer. 
 
Consider David’s reasoning: “for you have set my heart free.” What a statement! David found joy and peace in the 
way set by God’s commands. He didn’t view them as binding or restrictive. His heart had been set free by the very 
laws against which so many of us push and complain. He had discovered that the path to freedom wasn’t in 
independence from God but in humble and joyful submission to him. For David, the way of God’s commands was 
the way of true freedom. 
*Davis, W., Jr. (2007). Pray big: the power of pinpoint prayers. Grand Rapids, MI: Revell. 



 
Psalm 119:32 (NKJV) 32 I will run the course of Your commandments, For You shall enlarge my heart.  
 
Psalm 119:32 (NIV84) 32 I run in the path of your commands, for you have set my heart free.  

 
Absolute Surrender: 

• Absolute Surrender – Trusts/Praises the Lord Regardless of the Circumstances 

• Absolute Surrender – We Allow Ourselves to be Vulnerable 

• Absolute Surrender - Requires Absolute Repentance. 

• Absolute Surrender – Is Easiest with Obedience 
 
Absolute surrender…… sets the heart free! 
 
2 Samuel 16:16 And so it was, when Hushai the Archite, David’s friend, came to Absalom, that Hushai said to 
Absalom, “Long live the king! Long live the king!”  
 
Hushai probably meant David, not Absalom, hahah. 
 
2 Samuel 16:17 So Absalom said to Hushai, “Is this your loyalty to your friend? Why did you not go with your 
friend?”  
2 Samuel 16:18 And Hushai said to Absalom, “No, but whom the LORD and this people and all the men of Israel 
choose, his I will be, and with him I will remain.  
2 Samuel 16:19 “Furthermore, whom should I serve? Should I not serve in the presence of his son? As I have 
served in your father’s presence, so will I be in your presence.”  
 
Espionage 
Of course, it was all a lie. It’s part of the espionage and sabotage he plans to work. 
 
2 Samuel 16:20 Then Absalom said to Ahithophel, “Give advice as to what we should do.”  
2 Samuel 16:21 And Ahithophel said to Absalom, “Go in to your father’s concubines, whom he has left to keep 
the house; and all Israel will hear that you are abhorred by your father. Then the hands of all who are with you 
will be strong.”  
 
New Regime & the Harem / But – Just as God Said it Would Be 
In the Oriental world of ancient times, when a new king took the throne he inherited his predecessor’s harem. 
Ahithophel’s motive behind this maneuver was to signal a new regime.  Yet from God’s perspective this was the 
judgment He’d predicted on David for his sin with Bathsheba. What David did secretly, would be done to him 
openly. 
2 Samuel 12:9–12 (NKJV) 9 Why have you despised the commandment of the LORD, to do evil in His sight? You have killed Uriah the Hittite with 
the sword; you have taken his wife to be your wife, and have killed him with the sword of the people of Ammon. 10 Now therefore, the sword 
shall never depart from your house, because you have despised Me, and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.’ 11 Thus says the 
LORD: ‘Behold, I will raise up adversity against you from your own house; and I will take your wives before your eyes and give them to your 
neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in the sight of this sun. 12 For you did it secretly, but I will do this thing before all Israel, before the 
sun.’ ”  

 
2 Samuel 16:22 So they pitched a tent for Absalom on the top of the house, and Absalom went in to his father’s 
concubines in the sight of all Israel.  
 
Ahithophel Gets Revenge  / What a Hypocrite 
It brought shame to David. And Ahithophel relished ever minute. He’s finally getting the revenge he’s waited on for 
years. Why revenge?  Because as we had studied, he was Bathsheba’s grandfather.  What a hypocrite!  He does 
not have righteous indignation!  These woman are David’s wives, they are not objects.  This is not adultery, this is 
forced rape!  Ahithophel used these woman, allowed them to be abused, what he hated about what happened to 
his granddaughter he is doing to these woman.  What a hypocite! 



2 Samuel 11:3 (NKJV) 3 So David sent and inquired about the woman. And someone said, “Is this not Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife 
of Uriah the Hittite?”  

 
2 Samuel 23:8 (NKJV) 8 These are the names of the mighty men whom David had: …….. 
 
2 Samuel 23:34 (NKJV) 34 Eliphelet the son of Ahasbai, the son of the Maachathite, Eliam the son of Ahithophel the Gilonite,  

 
We Can’t Meat Out Justice in Correct Proportion / Oh the Danger of Bitterness / Unrepentance Changes DNA 
When God says, "Vengeance is Mine," the reason for that is that only God can meet out the justice in a fair 
proportion because we do not have the capability to judge justly and here is an example. Ahitophel pours out a 
tenfold of judgment against David. By violating these 10 women, he's doing tenfold that happened to him and 
hence why when we have bitterness it's impossible for us to judge and deal out justice because the bitterness 
controls us and here we see the danger of bitterness. It consumes us and here's a man. He's been consumed for 10 
years, waiting for his moment and every year brought up a one-fold and now tenfold of judgment that he's 
bringing against David because he didn't kill the root of bitterness when it first sprung up in his heart and it's so 
important for us. God gives us these examples that tell us and to remind us this is what bitterness, this is what 
resentment, this is what unforgiveness, this is what unrepentence will do to you. It'll bring you to this place. It'll 
change the very character and core of who you are. 
Romans 12:17–21 (NKJV) 17 Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men. 18 If it is possible, as much as depends 
on you, live peaceably with all men. 19 Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I 
will repay,” says the Lord. 20 Therefore “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; If he is thirsty, give him a drink; For in so doing you will heap coals of 
fire on his head.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.  
 
Hebrews 12:14–15 (NKJV) 14 Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see the Lord: 15 looking carefully lest anyone 
fall short of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up cause trouble, and by this many become defiled;  

 
Ahithophel Throws His Legacy Away – for Revenge 
We had said back regarding Amnon for a moment of pleasure, he trades away his whole future. He would have 
been as the first son, the next king after David's death and here Ahithophel, we just read one of the greatest 
counselors ever in the history of Israel and was the counselor to the greatest king of Israel. He would have went 
down in history as the greatest counselor to the greatest king at the greatest time in the nation of Israel and he 
throws it all away because of bitterness and unrepentence and unforgiveness. 
 
Absalom – What He Hated now He Does – because of Revenge 
And here's Absalom. He's tenfold deep in what started the whole thing, his half-brother raping his sister and now 
here he is. This is not adultery. This is rape.  What he hated and has been seething over for some 7+ years, rape, he 
is now doing 10-fold. 
 
Absolute Surrender 
Absolute Surrender, requires us to let God be the one who corrects the wrongs done to us. 
 
Absolute Surrender: 

• Absolute Surrender – Trusts/Praises the Lord Regardless of the Circumstances 

• Absolute Surrender – We Allow Ourselves to be Vulnerable 
• Absolute Surrender - Requires Absolute Repentance. 

• Absolute Surrender – Is Easiest with Obedience 

• Absolute Surrender – Must let God Correct the Wrongs Done to us 
 
Absolute surrender…… sets the heart free! 
 
 
 
 
 



2 Samuel 16:23 Now the advice of Ahithophel, which he gave in those days, was as if one had inquired at the 
oracle of God. So was all the advice of Ahithophel both with David and with Absalom.  
 
Master Strategist 
Ahithophel was a master strategist. When it came to political power plays he knew all the right strings to pull at 
just the right times...  But really, what a wasted gift, as he uses it to divide the kingdom, rather than unite it. 
 
Ahithophel Gives Counsel to Pursue David Immediately (17:1-4) 
2 Samuel 17:1 Moreover Ahithophel said to Absalom, “Now let me choose twelve thousand men, and I will arise 
and pursue David tonight.  
2 Samuel 17:2 I will come upon him while he is weary and weak, and make him afraid. And all the people who 
are with him will flee, and I will strike only the king.  
2 Samuel 17:3 Then I will bring back all the people to you. When all return except the man whom you seek, all 
the people will be at peace.”  
2 Samuel 17:4 And the saying pleased Absalom and all the elders of Israel.  
 
From Counselor to Hunter 
Verse 1, from counselor to hunter. 
 
Slip of Tongue 
I will strike only the king: This slip of the tongue was more like an unknowing prophecy. Deep in his heart even 
Ahithophel knew that David was the real king. 
 
Great Plan – Protect from Cival War 
And the saying please Absalom and all the elders of Israel: Ahithophel’s plan was smart. It was bold and had a high 
probability of success and it would spare Israel a protracted civil war between the supporters of David and the 
supporters of Absalom. 
 
Hushai Counters and Defeats Ahithophel’s Counsel (17:5-14) 
2 Samuel 17:5 Then Absalom said, “Now call Hushai the Archite also, and let us hear what he says too.”  
 
David Doesn’t Lift Finger – but a Prayer 
David, regarding Ahithophel, see he doesn't lift a finger against him. He just lifts a prayer. By lifting the prayer that 
Now call Hushai the Archite: It is a remarkable evidence of the hand of God and answer to David’s prayer in 2 
Samuel 15:31 that Absalom even asked for another opinion after such wise, well-received counsel. 
Ahithophel be defeated, he was, and ultimately Ahithophel will take his own life. David didn't lift a finger, he only 
lifted a prayer, and that's a word for us. 
2 Samuel 15:31 Then someone told David, saying, “Ahithophel is among the conspirators with Absalom.” And David said, “O LORD, I pray, turn 
the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness!”  

 
2 Samuel 17:6 And when Hushai came to Absalom, Absalom spoke to him, saying, “Ahithophel has spoken in this 
manner. Shall we do as he says? If not, speak up.”  
2 Samuel 17:7 So Hushai said to Absalom: “The advice that Ahithophel has given is not good at this time.  
2 Samuel 17:8 For,” said Hushai, “you know your father and his men, that they are mighty men, and they are 
enraged in their minds, like a bear robbed of her cubs in the field; and your father is a man of war, and will not 
camp with the people.  
2 Samuel 17:9 Surely by now he is hidden in some pit, or in some other place. And it will be, when some of them 
are overthrown at the first, that whoever hears it will say, ‘There is a slaughter among the people who follow 
Absalom.’  
2 Samuel 17:10 And even he who is valiant, whose heart is like the heart of a lion, will melt completely. For all 
Israel knows that your father is a mighty man, and those who are with him are valiant men.  
2 Samuel 17:11 Therefore I advise that all Israel be fully gathered to you, from Dan to Beersheba, like the sand 
that is by the sea for multitude, and that you go to battle in person.  



 
Hushai is Buying David Time 
I advise that all Israel be fully gathered: This would take time. Hushai not only wanted to defeat the counsel of 
Ahithophel, he also wanted to do whatever he could to buy David more time before the inevitable attack came. 
 
He Plays to Absalom’s Vanity 
And that you go to battle in person: This suggestion favored Absalom’s vanity. He could prove that he was a mighty 
soldier like his father David. In Ahithophel’s plan Ahithophel led the battle; in Hushai’s plan Absalom led the battle. 
 
Illusions of Grandeur / White Horse – and Oh That Hair 
Oh how this works on Absalom’s vanity no doubt.  Wow, you mean all of Israel following mean, ohh do I get a 
white horse?  Ohhh imagine my awesome hair, all three pounds of it, blowing in the wind, oh I wonder who will 
play me in the movie when this is all over.  This whole thing play to his vanity, and don’t think we aren’t beyond 
illusions of grandeur, which I always remind myself and others, no they are delusions of grandeur. 
 
2 Samuel 17:12 So we will come upon him in some place where he may be found, and we will fall on him as the 
dew falls on the ground. And of him and all the men who are with him there shall not be left so much as one.  
2 Samuel 17:13 Moreover, if he has withdrawn into a city, then all Israel shall bring ropes to that city; and we 
will pull it into the river, until there is not one small stone found there.”  
2 Samuel 17:14 So Absalom and all the men of Israel said, “The advice of Hushai the Archite is better than the 
advice of Ahithophel.” For the LORD had purposed to defeat the good advice of Ahithophel, to the intent that the 
LORD might bring disaster on Absalom.  
 
Appeals to Absalom’s Vanity 
The advice of Hushai the Archite is better than the advice of Ahithophel: This was the first time anyone said this—
people always favored the advice of Ahithophel. One reason Absalom liked Hushai’s advice was because it 
appealed to his vanity. 
 
Flowery Speech over Facts / Be Good Bereans 
Verse 14, Absalom accepts Hushai's counsel. Notice how flowery Hushai's speech was. Absalom was living the story 
as Hushai was telling it. We saw that Ahitophel's counsel was as wise of this. It came from God Himself. But here 
Absalom, he's following after Absalom's counsel because Ahitophel comes with facts. Hushai comes with a story, a 
charismatic story that speaks to the vanity of Absalom and he buys it. Absalom buys it. The facts get put under the 
speech and that can be so much the way it can be for us, whether in the world or even the church. The flowery, 
persuasive speech trumps facts. The people go by their emotion and they're moved by a charismatic movement at 
the time, all the while disregarding facts and wisdom. Ahitophel's counsel is the best. David's left out in the open. 
He's tired. He's weak and here Absalom moves on Hushai's counsel, who's main goal is to buy David time to get 
over the Jordan, to get into some covering, to get some rest, to get refreshed, maybe retool with weapons, 
whatever it may be. But Absalom loves the story. Be careful, Christian. Acts 17:11. Search the scriptures. You hear 
great sermons that have charisma behind them. There's nothing in and of that that would be wrong unless they 
don't line up with the facts. Be the good Berean’s and search the facts and take facts over feeling any day. 
Acts 17:11 (NKJV) 11 These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness, and searched 
the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so.  

 
God Purposed Absalom’s Defeat / No Man- Gov’t – Program Can Stop the Work of God in Your Life 
The LORD had purposed to defeat the good advice of Ahithophel: This was the greater reason why the advice of 
Ahithophel was rejected. God was in control. The throne of Israel belonged to Him, and He could grant it or deny at 
His will. 
 
That the LORD might bring disaster on Absalom: In all of this there was a severe chastening for David, and he knew 
it. Yet God did not forsake David during this time of chastening. He was there for David at this time also. He was 
not out to destroy David, but to correct him. 
 



No one can defeat the Lord of what He purposes and I thank God that the Lord works for me and I can fully trust 
that He will when I give my life to Him in absolute surrender. It's not that I'm earning. But it's a relationship and 
He'll take take of his own and no one can defeat the Lord and the purposes that He has. No man, government or 
program can stop the work of God in your life, only you can by unrepentant sin and unwillingness to step forth in 
faith and take Him at His word. 
 
Prayer Moves the Hand of God 
We see that the LORD purposed to defeat the good advice of Ahithophel because David prayed. Prayer moves the 
hand of God, and David prayed: O Lord, I pray, turn the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness! (2 Samuel 15:31).  
David trusted in prayer over his trust in his sword, and his mighty men, 
2 Samuel 15:31 Then someone told David, saying, “Ahithophel is among the conspirators with Absalom.” And David said, “O LORD, I pray, turn 
the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness!”  

 
Absolute Surrender: 

• Absolute Surrender – Trusts/Praises the Lord Regardless of the Circumstances 

• Absolute Surrender – We Allow Ourselves to be Vulnerable 

• Absolute Surrender - Requires Absolute Repentance. 

• Absolute Surrender – Is Easiest with Obedience 

• Absolute Surrender – Must let God Correct the Wrongs Done to us 

• Absolute Surrender – Trust Prayer over Personal Power 
 
Absolute surrender…… sets the heart free! 
 
David Is Informed to Keep Moving as Absalom is on the Way (17:15-22) 
2 Samuel 17:15 Then Hushai said to Zadok and Abiathar the priests, “Thus and so Ahithophel advised Absalom 
and the elders of Israel, and thus and so I have advised.  
2 Samuel 17:16 Now therefore, send quickly and tell David, saying, ‘Do not spend this night in the plains of the 
wilderness, but speedily cross over, lest the king and all the people who are with him be swallowed up.’ ”  
 
David Get’s Intel  
Hushai said to Zadok and Abiathar the priests: This is exactly what David had in mind when he sent Hushai and the 
priests back to Absalom (2 Samuel 15:35–36). 
 
Do not spend this night in the plains of the wilderness, but speedily cross over: Hushai meant that David should 
cross over the Jordan River, giving him room and time to regroup before Absalom’s attack. 
 
2 Samuel 17:17 Now Jonathan and Ahimaaz stayed at En Rogel, for they dared not be seen coming into the city; 
so a female servant would come and tell them, and they would go and tell King David.  
2 Samuel 17:18 Nevertheless a lad saw them, and told Absalom. But both of them went away quickly and came 
to a man’s house in Bahurim, who had a well in his court; and they went down into it.  
2 Samuel 17:19 Then the woman took and spread a covering over the well’s mouth, and spread ground grain on 
it; and the thing was not known.  
2 Samuel 17:20 And when Absalom’s servants came to the woman at the house, they said, “Where are Ahimaaz 
and Jonathan?” So the woman said to them, “They have gone over the water brook.” And when they had 
searched and could not find them, they returned to Jerusalem.  
 
No One Can Stop Purposes of God 
Verse 20, application. It's the same application as verse 14.  No one can defeat the Lord of what He purposes and I 
thank God that the Lord works for me and I can fully trust that He will when I give my life to Him in absolute 
surrender. It's not that I'm earning. But it's a relationship and He'll take take of his own and no one can defeat the 
Lord and the purposes that He has. No man, government or program can stop the work of God in your life, only 
you can by unrepentant sin and unwillingness to step forth in faith and take Him at His word. 
 



2 Samuel 17:21 Now it came to pass, after they had departed, that they came up out of the well and went and 
told King David, and said to David, “Arise and cross over the water quickly. For thus has Ahithophel advised 
against you.”  
2 Samuel 17:22 So David and all the people who were with him arose and crossed over the Jordan. By morning 
light not one of them was left who had not gone over the Jordan.  
 
Not everyone is Following after Absalom 
A man’s house in Bahurim: Jonathan and Ahimaaz could find help along the way. The whole nation had not gone 
over to Absalom, especially since he publicly disgraced David’s concubines. 
 
So David and all the people who were with him arose and crossed over the Jordan: Because of this successful 
intelligence operation, David escaped the immediate danger from Absalom. 
 
Ahithophel kills Himself (17:23) 
2 Samuel 17:23 Now when Ahithophel saw that his advice was not followed, he saddled a donkey, and arose and 
went home to his house, to his city. Then he put his household in order, and hanged himself, and died; and he 
was buried in his father’s tomb.  
 
Ahithophel Knew Absalom Would Lose 
When Ahithophel saw that his advice was not followed: Ahithophel did not kill himself over hurt feelings because 
his counsel was rejected. Instead, he was wise enough to know that under Hushai’s plan Absalom would fail and 
Ahithophel would be implicated in the conspiracy. He knew all was lost. 
 
His Hatred Kills Him 
Unrepentence and hatred is a hard issue. Jesus said, "If you have hatred in your heart, you're guilty of murder," As 
Jesus shows that the commands of God were far above just outward actions. But God weighs the intents of the 
heart. But as we say, hatred kills and usually, it's you who dies. For hatred kills a part of yourself. 
Matthew 5:22 (NKJV) 22 But I say to you that whoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment. And whoever 
says to his brother, ‘Raca!’ shall be in danger of the council. But whoever says, ‘You fool!’ shall be in danger of hell fire.  

 
Ahithophel Doesn’t know Heart of King 
Verse 23, Ahitophel doesn't know the heart of the king. We're gonna see that the man who leads the army against 
David under Absalom to hunt David down and kill him, David's gonna allow him to be part of his military, even 
make him the commander when David returns back to his throne. David forgives him. Amasa will have life and a 
position because of the heart of David, one to forgive, one to restore and this is the problem and the sad part of 
Ahitophel. He doesn't know the heart of David, that they could have reconciled because that's who David is. They 
could have had restoration because that's the heart of David. But Ahitophel does not know the heart of the king 
and I think it's one of the greatest lies of Satan, those who take their lives because they've been lied to. They don't 
know the heart of the King, King Jesus, who will forgive them of any wrong that they've done. They've never gone 
too far that His love won't find them out and restore them. Life is never the loss and the brokenness and the 
empty it may be, regardless of the lie that the evil one says, that God won't step in and be a part and answer and 
His presence would show up. I just beg anyone that's hear today, anyone that's listening on the radio and you're 
contemplating suicide. You think there's no hope. You think there's no future for you. I want you to know you're 
not seeing and realizing the heart of the King, King Jesus, who loves you, has died for you so that He might have a 
relationship with you, washing your sins away and then walking into your life to be a part of your life. He's not a 
distant God. He's a God that's here and now and He'll hear your cry. Call out to Him.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Absalom Pursues David (17:24-26) 
2 Samuel 17:24 Then David went to Mahanaim. And Absalom crossed over the Jordan, he and all the men of 
Israel with him.  
 
Time has Been Bought for David 
Verse 24, a period of time has passed now as Absalom has gathered all of Israel. So Hushai's plan worked. Instead 
of them being on horses and chariots and being upon David before the day would be out, there's days now, 
probably, as he gathers a whole army. 
 
2 Samuel 17:25 And Absalom made Amasa captain of the army instead of Joab. This Amasa was the son of a man 
whose name was Jithra, an Israelite, who had gone in to Abigail the daughter of Nahash, sister of Zeruiah, Joab’s 
mother.  
2 Samuel 17:26 So Israel and Absalom encamped in the land of Gilead.  
 
Absalom Leading 
Absalom crossed over the Jordan, he and all the men of Israel with him: Now Absalom was the head of Israel’s 
army. 
 
Amasa Was Son of a Niece of David 
Absalom made Amasa captain of the army instead of Joab: Amasa was the son of a niece of David and a cousin of 
Joab. 
 
David Makes Camp on the Other Side of the Jordon (17:27-29) 
2 Samuel 17:27 Now it happened, when David had come to Mahanaim, that Shobi the son of Nahash from 
Rabbah of the people of Ammon, Machir the son of Ammiel from Lo Debar, and Barzillai the Gileadite from 
Rogelim,  
2 Samuel 17:28 brought beds and basins, earthen vessels and wheat, barley and flour, parched grain and beans, 
lentils and parched seeds,  
2 Samuel 17:29 honey and curds, sheep and cheese of the herd, for David and the people who were with him to 
eat. For they said, “The people are hungry and weary and thirsty in the wilderness.”  
 
Cheese and Crackers – Oh yeah 
Verse 27, oh, yeah, cheese and crackers, parched grain. Cheese and crackers, I'm all up for that. 
 
Obscure Men – But Recorded as Great 
Shobi … Machir … Barzillai: These otherwise obscure men are given special mention because they helped David in a 
time of great need. Friends in need are friends indeed. 
 
Greatness Can Be Through Refreshing Others 
The people are hungry and weary and thirst in the wilderness: These helpers of David were not dramatic warriors, 
but they helped David in this crisis as much as the bravest soldier. They were specially sent by God to comfort 
David in his affliction. 
 
Absolute Surrender: 

• Absolute Surrender – Trusts/Praises the Lord Regardless of the Circumstances 

• Absolute Surrender – We Allow Ourselves to be Vulnerable 

• Absolute Surrender - Requires Absolute Repentance. 

• Absolute Surrender – Is Easiest with Obedience 

• Absolute Surrender – Must let God Correct the Wrongs Done to us 

• Absolute Surrender – Trust Prayer over Personal Power 
 
Absolute surrender…… sets the heart free! 



 
God has Provided for David – And Will So Next Chapter 
God has provided greatly for David as we have read, and He will do so in the next chapter, and the ones after that.  
We see the mighty power, of “Absolute Surrender”.  I pray we can all leave here today with the faith and 
confidence to lay our lives down at the feet of our Great and loving God, and give Him our “Absolute Surrender”. 
 
Absolute surrender…… sets the heart free! 
Psalm 119:32 (NKJV) 32 I will run the course of Your commandments, For You shall enlarge my heart.  
 
Psalm 119:32 (NIV84) 32 I run in the path of your commands, for you have set my heart free.  

 
Is This Grace for David Only? 
Lamentations chapter 3, Romans chapter 10, are those written for everybody but David and are they written for 
everybody but you? No. David receives this because it's grace and you receive it because it's grace. Don't listen to 
the lies of the world, the enemy, even a friend, and especially your own heart. For by grace we have been saved 
through faith and this is not of ourselves, not of works, lest any man boast, but it's a free gift of God. Oh, look at 
God's great grace upon David. He protects David. His hands upon David keeps him from destruction. Does David 
deserve this protection upon him? And the answer is absolutely no, and that's why it's called grace. But notice, 
David receives it nonetheless, because he's the son of God, and God's hand is upon you, and you can cast yourself 
upon him, for he cares for you. 
Lamentations 3:22–26 (NKJV) 22 Through the LORD’s mercies we are not consumed, Because His compassions fail not. 23 They are new every 
morning; Great is Your faithfulness. 24 “The LORD is my portion,” says my soul, “Therefore I hope in Him!” 25 The LORD is good to those who wait 
for Him, To the soul who seeks Him. 26 It is good that one should hope and wait quietly For the salvation of the LORD.  

 
People Chose Their King / You Have to Decide Today Yourself 
So interesting this location, Mahanaim is a city in the area of the tribe of Gad on the East side of the Jordon river.  
Mahanaim, the former capital of the ten tribes when Saul’s son Ish-Bosheth was king (2:8).  They have to choose 
their king. They have to choose Absalom or David. David has a good heart. Absalom just thinks of himself by his 
actions, and so the picture for everyone. You have to decide, which king you're going to choose, King Jesus or the 
prince of this world, because it really comes down to those two choices when it comes to salvation. 
John 3:16–17 (NKJV) 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.  

 
The Word of God is Living & Powerful 
The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives. 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

 
In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  
• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
 
Boldly Come to Throne of Grace 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might work in 
you, and through you. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
End of Study  



2 Samuel 18 
2 Samuel 18:1-33 
 
Recap Chapters 11-17 
Chapter 11 -  David’s Sin with Bathsheba / David’s Sin Against Uriah 
Chapter 12 -  The Lord Judges David’s Sin / David Repents 
Chapter 13 – Ammon’s Sin Against Tamar / Absalom’s Sin Against Ammon 
Chapter 14 – Absalom Returns from Exile 
Chapter 15 – Absalom’s Treason / David Goes on the Run 
Chapter 16 – David Continues Putting Distance Between Him and Absalom  
Chapter 17 – Ahithophel’s Counsel is Defeated by David’s Prayer 
 
David Absolute Surrender / How About You? 
David has brought himself to absolute surrender, that whatever the Lord wills, is good for him, regardless of what 
the Lord wills.  How about you beloved, how did the Lord speak to you about our past study, and how have you 
responded?  Even now you can lay those things down, even now you can confirm the things you responded to. 
2 Samuel 15:25–26 (NKJV) 25 Then the king said to Zadok, “Carry the ark of God back into the city. If I find favor in the eyes of the LORD, He will 
bring me back and show me both it and His dwelling place. 26 But if He says thus: ‘I have no delight in you,’ here I am, let Him do to me as seems 
good to Him.”  

 
2 Samuel 15:32 Now it happened when David had come to the top of the mountain, where he worshiped God—there was Hushai the Archite 
coming to meet him with his robe torn and dust on his head.  

 
Absolute Surrender: 

• Absolute Surrender – Trusts/Praises the Lord Regardless of the Circumstances 

• Absolute Surrender – We Allow Ourselves to be Vulnerable 

• Absolute Surrender - Requires Absolute Repentance. 

• Absolute Surrender – Is Easiest with Obedience 

• Absolute Surrender – Must let God Correct the Wrongs Done to us 

• Absolute Surrender – Trust Prayer over Personal Power 
 
Absolute surrender…… sets the heart free! 
Psalm 119:32 (NKJV) 32 I will run the course of Your commandments, For You shall enlarge my heart.  
 
Psalm 119:32 (NIV84) 32 I run in the path of your commands, for you have set my heart free.  

 
David Kept his Mind Stayed on the Lord 
How did David stay in such peace through all this?  He kept his mind stayed on the Lord, because He trusted the 
Lord completely. 
Isaiah 26:3–4 (NKJV) 3 You will keep him in perfect peace, Whose mind is stayed on You, Because he trusts in You. 4 Trust in the LORD forever, For 
in YAH, the LORD, is everlasting strength.  

 
In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  

• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
 
Boldly Come to Throne of Grace 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might work in 
you, and through you. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 



Outline 2 Samuel 18:1-33: 

• David Sends out Forces for Battle (18:1-4) 

• The Great Civil War of God’s People (18:5-8) 

• The Death of Absalom (18:9-18) 

• The Two Runners (18:19-32) 

• David Weeps Over the Death of His Son (18:33) 
 
David and Company Make it to Mahanaim (17:24-29) 
2 Samuel 17:24 Then David went to Mahanaim. And Absalom crossed over the Jordan, he and all the men of 
Israel with him.  
2 Samuel 17:25 And Absalom made Amasa captain of the army instead of Joab. This Amasa was the son of a man 
whose name was Jithra, an Israelite, who had gone in to Abigail the daughter of Nahash, sister of Zeruiah, Joab’s 
mother.  
2 Samuel 17:26 So Israel and Absalom encamped in the land of Gilead.  
2 Samuel 17:27 Now it happened, when David had come to Mahanaim, that Shobi the son of Nahash from 
Rabbah of the people of Ammon, Machir the son of Ammiel from Lo Debar, and Barzillai the Gileadite from 
Rogelim,  
2 Samuel 17:28 brought beds and basins, earthen vessels and wheat, barley and flour, parched grain and beans, 
lentils and parched seeds,  
2 Samuel 17:29 honey and curds, sheep and cheese of the herd, for David and the people who were with him to 
eat. For they said, “The people are hungry and weary and thirsty in the wilderness.”  
2 Samuel 18:1 And David numbered the people who were with him, and set captains of thousands and captains 
of hundreds over them.  
 
David Comes to Mahanaim / See Map 
David and Company Make it to Mahanaim which is a fortified city on the east side of the Jordon river, in the 
possession of the tribe of Gad. 
 
David has Increased in Numbers / Josephus says 4000 
David’s forces have increased from the 600 faithful that have been with him before he was king and on the run 
from Saul, and the Gentiles that chose to follow him, to now he is numbering them in the thousands.  The Jewish 
historian Josephus said David’s numbers were about 4,000 men.  We saw when he had come to Mahanaim people 
coming to him, drawing near to him, identifying themselves with him as their king.  To do so, to allow David into 
the city was putting themselves in the battle, putting themselves into harm’s way, as they were choosing David to 
be their king, over Absalom, even though Absalom had the greatest number. 
2 Samuel 15:18 (NKJV) 18 Then all his servants passed before him; and all the Cherethites, all the Pelethites, and all the Gittites, six hundred men 
who had followed him from Gath, passed before the king.  
 
2 Samuel 17:27–29 (NKJV) 27 Now it happened, when David had come to Mahanaim, that Shobi the son of Nahash from Rabbah of the people 
of Ammon, Machir the son of Ammiel from Lo Debar, and Barzillai the Gileadite from Rogelim, 28 brought beds and basins, earthen vessels and 
wheat, barley and flour, parched grain and beans, lentils and parched seeds, 29 honey and curds, sheep and cheese of the herd, for David and 
the people who were with him to eat. For they said, “The people are hungry and weary and thirsty in the wilderness.”  
 

People Are Choosing Their King – There is No Middle Ground 
The people of the Nation of Israel are choosing their king, David or Absalom.  There is no middle ground, as every 
man will choose, in fact must choose, which king they will serve.  There is no middle ground; man, either chooses 
God to rule over their life, or they choose another king (the flesh, the devil, the world).  But make no mistake, 
every man chooses, and there is no middle ground.   
Joshua 24:15 (NKJV) 15 And if it seems evil to you to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods 
which your fathers served that were on the other side of the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my 
house, we will serve the LORD.”  
 

Acts 4:11–12 (NKJV) 11 This is the ‘stone which was rejected by you builders, which has become the chief cornerstone.’ 12 Nor is there salvation in 
any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”  

 



Luke 19:14 (NKJV) 14 But his citizens hated him, and sent a delegation after him, saying, ‘We will not have this man to reign over us.’  
 
John 19:14–16 (NKJV) 14 Now it was the Preparation Day of the Passover, and about the sixth hour. And he said to the Jews, “Behold your King!” 
15 But they cried out, “Away with Him, away with Him! Crucify Him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, 
“We have no king but Caesar!” 16 Then he delivered Him to them to be crucified. Then they took Jesus and led Him away.  

 
ABC of Salvation 
Some people think a personal relationship with God is something only theologians can comprehend. Actually, 
God’s plan of salvation is simple enough for everyone to understand. Here are the ABCs of salvation.  

Admit  

Admit to God that you are a sinner. All persons need salvation. Each of us has a problem the Bible calls 
sin. Sin is a refusal to acknowledge God’s authority over our lives. Everyone who does not live a life of perfect 
obedience to the Lord is guilty of sin. “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). Since 
none of us is perfect, all of us are sinners (Rom. 3:10- 18).  

The result of sin is spiritual death (Rom. 6:23). Spiritual death means eternal separation from God. By 
God’s perfect standard we are guilty of sin and therefore subject to the punishment for sin, which is separation 
from God. Admitting that you are a sinner and separated from God is the first step of repentance, which is turning 
from sin and self and turning toward God.  

Believe  

Believe in Jesus Christ as God’s Son and receive Jesus’ gift of forgiveness from sin. God loves each of us. 
God offers us salvation. Although we have done nothing to deserve His love and salvation, God wants to save us. In 
the death of Jesus on the cross, God provided salvation for all who would repent of their sins and believe in Jesus. 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but 
have eternal life” (John 3:16).  

Confess  

Confess your faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord to others. After you have received Jesus Christ into 
your life, share your decision with another person. Tell your pastor or a Christian friend about your decision. 
Following Christ’s example, ask for baptism by immersion in your local church as a public expression of your faith. 
“If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you 
will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess 
and are saved” (Rom. 10:9-10).  
Romans 3:23 (NKJV) 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  
 
Romans 6:23 (NKJV) 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 
John 3:16–17 (NKJV) 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.  
 
Romans 10:9–10 (NKJV) 9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, 
you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.  

 
God Puts Our Sin As Far as East From West / He Could Have Done that Regarding Us 
And, I have probably quoted the promise of God that He will put our sin as far as the east is from the west, that he 
will remember our sin no more.  I want you to consider, that since He has the power and ability to ‘remember our 
sins no more”, then he would have the same power and ability to “remember us no more”, but He doesn’t do that, 
He chooses to not remember our sin, but always remember us with countless wonderful thoughts (Psalm 139, 
Jeremiah 29): 
Psalm 103:11–14 (NKJV) 11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, So great is His mercy toward those who fear Him; 12 As far as the east is 
from the west, So far has He removed our transgressions from us. 13 As a father pities his children, So the LORD pities those who fear Him. 14 For 
He knows our frame; He remembers that we are dust.  
 
Hebrews 10:16–17 (NKJV) 16 “This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, says the LORD: I will put My laws into their hearts, 
and in their minds I will write them,” 17 then He adds, “Their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more.”  
 
Hebrews 8:12 (NKJV) 12 For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more.”  

 



Psalm 139:17–18 (NKJV) 17 How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God! How great is the sum of them! 18 If I should count them, they 
would be more in number than the sand; When I awake, I am still with You.  
 
Jeremiah 29:11 (NKJV) 11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future 
and a hope.  

 
God Doesn’t Remember – Therefore Doesn’t Know What You Talking About 
And I want you to absorb this next truth.  He will remember our sins no more, First dealing with sin that separates 
us from Him (salvation – the Vertical relationship - brought into a relationship as sons and daughters), and sin after 
we are saved (disobedience - horizontal relationship - that suffers our relationship as sons and daughters).  When 
He says He remembers them no more, that means once you confess of it and turn from it, He remembers it no 
more.  So Satan can keep dogging you about it, reminding you of it, but when you bring it back to the Lord and say 
Lord forgive me for that sin (which you had confessed long ago and turned from long ago), God says….. I have no 
idea what you are talking about, I have no record of that sin in my books, I really don’t know what you are talking 
about.  Christian, you are free from it, remember it no more, move on to the freedom he has given you though 
confession, repentance, and forgivenss. 
1 John 1:9 (NKJV) 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

 
David Sends out Forces for Battle (18:1-4) 
2 Samuel 18:1 And David numbered the people who were with him, and set captains of thousands and captains 
of hundreds over them.  
 
Sometimes War is Inevitable / Pray for Our Leaders 
Verse 1. David is now 60 miles from Absalom. David gave up his throne. He literally left it for Absalom's taking, but 
Absalom won't be content with that. He's not going to rest until he kills David, even though David fled, just left it. 
Here we see there comes a time, sometime where we have no choice but war, and I'm talking on a physical level 
right now. I think there comes a time we've seen it in the United States, everything is done to make peace, 
whether it's sanctions or ambassadors pleading, but sometimes it's going to come down that if an action is not 
taken, then the physical threat will consume. If David doesn't gather forces, all these innocent women and children 
and now the city that they're in will be destroyed, and so it's a sad time but it's a fact. Sometimes there's a peace 
that only comes on the other side of war. Pray for your government leaders, pray for the leaders at the agencies. 
Pray for soldiers. Pray for our president because these are hard decisions and they will tear you up inside if you 
have to be the one who makes the decision to send somebody's son or daughter into harm's way for the sake of 
peace. 
1 Timothy 2:1–2 (NKJV) 1 Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men, 2 for 
kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence.  

 
2 Samuel 18:2 Then David sent out one third of the people under the hand of Joab, one third under the hand of 
Abishai the son of Zeruiah, Joab’s brother, and one third under the hand of Ittai the Gittite. And the king said to 
the people, “I also will surely go out with you myself.”  
 
David has Learned His Lesson / What Lesson Have You Learned? 
Verse 2. David has learned his lesson, has he not? Saying I will go out with you. That's what started the whole cycle 
that he finds himself in. The righteous man may fall seven times but he gets up and there's a place where we take 
our losses and defeats and we say never again, no more, and we learn from them. You know what? We become 
stronger in them, against them. Don't let your defeats stay a loss. Turn them around into a victory for yourself. 
 
What has the Lord taught you in your losses and defeats? Really, it usually boils down to two things, where to go 
and where not to go, whether that's physically or in your mind. I'm not going to go on these channels, but I will go 
to these channels. I'm not going to go to these places, but I will go to these places. I'm not going to go with these 
people, but I'll go with those people and God always will speak to you so that you don't fall into the same place 
and do the same thing again and here's David. I'm going with you because I am not going to find myself in the 
same place I was 10 years ago. 
 



2 Samuel 18:3 But the people answered, “You shall not go out! For if we flee away, they will not care about us; 
nor if half of us die, will they care about us. But you are worth ten thousand of us now. For you are now more 
help to us in the city.”  
2 Samuel 18:4 Then the king said to them, “Whatever seems best to you I will do.” So the king stood beside the 
gate, and all the people went out by hundreds and by thousands.  
 
David Heeds Godly Counsel / A Broken Man – A Humble Man / David is Not Same Man was 10yrs Ago 
Verse 4. They tell David you can't go because you're the prize and that's all they'll turn to. They can take you out, 
then the kingdom is ended. They'll fight us tooth and nail, but once they get you, the battle's over and there's 
nothing more to fight for and about, and the kingdom is Absalom and David agrees with this wisdom that the 
people have put before him, his counselors, and again, a wise man seeks godly counsel, and here David, he's 
receiving godly counsel even though he's the king. He doesn't say, "I'm the king, I know all." David is humble 
enough to say, "I heed godly and wise counsel. Therefore, I will stay." To which I believe, as we've said often, David 
is not the same man he was 10 years ago. He's a broken man, he has a contrite heart as the scripture has now told 
us, and I believe what David's going to do is he's going to go to war in the prayer room. 
 
David Stays to Pray / War Room 
That is truly always the greatest war room is the prayer room that movie War Room rightly summed that up. The 
battle is waged in the spiritual realm in the heavenly places in the spiritual battlefield of prayer. What we see 
happen around us physically is just a result of what's happened in the spiritual realm of prayer. I can't encourage 
you enough in your personal life and in the corporate life to enter into the war room and enter into the battle as it 
wages continually. Go to your knees, go to a time of prayer, and any time you can, come join us on Tuesday night 
for corporate prayer as Jesus didn't say the church shall be a house of preaching or that the church will be a house 
of potluck fellowships or the church will be a house of music. He said my house shall be called a house prayer. 
Then when the disciples came to him, they didn't say teach us to preach your great sermons, teach us to raise the 
dead and heal the sick. They saw the power and they came to Jesus and what was their request? Lord, teach us to 
pray. 
Luke 11:1–4 (NKJV) 1 Now it came to pass, as He was praying in a certain place, when He ceased, that one of His disciples said to Him, “Lord, 
teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples.” 2 So He said to them, “When you pray, say: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. 
Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven. 3 Give us day by day our daily bread. 4 And forgive us our sins, For we also 
forgive everyone who is indebted to us. And do not lead us into temptation, But deliver us from the evil one.”  

 
Mark 11:16–17 (NKJV) 16 And He would not allow anyone to carry wares through the temple. 17 Then He taught, saying to them, “Is it not 
written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations’? But you have made it a ‘den of thieves.’ ”  

 
The Great Civil War of God’s People (18:5-8) 
2 Samuel 18:5 Now the king had commanded Joab, Abishai, and Ittai, saying, “Deal gently for my sake with the 
young man Absalom.” And all the people heard when the king gave all the captains orders concerning Absalom.  
 
The Heart of a Father – If Only Absalom Would have Known Heart of David (A Changed Chapter) 
Verse 5. Look at David's heart towards his son, Absalom, and in verse 33, when Absalom dies, we'll see David 
weeps. Chapter 19, we'll see how devastated David is over the matter. We talked about how disconnected David 
was from his children. We talked about how seven years of miscommunication over all these things has brought 
this on, but I wonder if our story would have changed today that we read, if Absalom would have known the heart 
of his father and this deep love that his father has for him. 
2 Samuel 18:33 (NKJV) 33 Then the king was deeply moved, and went up to the chamber over the gate, and wept. And as he went, he said thus: 
“O my son Absalom—my son, my son Absalom—if only I had died in your place! O Absalom my son, my son!”  

 
Are You Wayward – Or Parent Separated from Child / Tell Them You Not Same Person 7 Years Ago 
Maybe you're a wayward child here today, maybe you're the parent of a wayward. What if they knew your heart 
all the years later, seven years later. What if they knew your heart and how your heart has changed and the deep 
love that you have for them? I challenge all would you make yourself vulnerable as absolute surrender does and let 
your son, your daughter, your mother, your father know I'm not the same person I was seven years ago. I regret 
lots that I've done, or I had to do what I had to do because, but know this. I love you and my heart breaks for you. I 



would even die for you, and maybe when they know your heart, the rest of the story doesn't have to play out the 
way it's been playing out. Is God speaking to anyone today that you'll do that? Make that call, send that email text, 
write that letter. You could the story and it doesn't have to end the way that it's currently going. 
 
2 Samuel 18:6 So the people went out into the field of battle against Israel. And the battle was in the woods of 
Ephraim.  
2 Samuel 18:7 The people of Israel were overthrown there before the servants of David, and a great slaughter of 
twenty thousand took place there that day.  
2 Samuel 18:8 For the battle there was scattered over the face of the whole countryside, and the woods 
devoured more people that day than the sword devoured.  
 
The Woods of Ephraim 
Verse 8. We can wonder what's going on here because we always think of Israel as a parched desert land but not 
so and one of the things is, they're over the east side of the Jordan River, they're north around the area of the tribe 
of Gad, that's where the city is, and one of the reasons Gad, Ruben, and Manasseh wanted this land was because it 
was so lush and fertile. It's lush and fertile because it's the Middle East, it's a tropical climate, and this particular 
climate is very, very well hydrated with rains and rivers and lakes and whatnot. 
 
What we have going on here is it's like trudging through, if you would, a battle that's going on in the swamps of the 
Everglades. If you've been down there and I camped a little north of the Everglades, and you got to be careful 
because the animals that in our Everglades would be in this region and things like panthers and lions and 
crocodiles and snakes, poisonous snakes, boa constrictors, and you name it. Here they are, the people who would 
live in that area knew better than to go into that area, but people who didn't, you enter into that forest, you got a 
hungry forest waiting for you, and these animals would be attacking and then there'd be swamps and quicksand 
and the likes, so that's what's happening here as they entered into this place. 
 
It's interesting that when Israel came back into the land and was given the land there on May 14th, 1948, we're 
coming up here on the 70-year celebration of them becoming a recognized nation again. Very amazing prophetic 
application there for us. When they came back into the land, they went, the land was so run over and destroyed 
and abused, that Israel started to turn the land back into how it would have been in biblical times. In fact, they 
even said us being in the land is prophetic fulfillment of Ezekiel and Isaiah. We're going to start populating the land 
again even with the animals. Not just the people, but the animals. They started bringing back into the area all the 
animals that you would read of in the bible and what was known to be there from an environmental and historical 
aspect. They're importing. Florida was one of the places, crocodile, alligators, panthers, lions, and bears. Oh my, oh 
my. All those things to restore the land to the biblical place and it's interesting that when the word came to the CIA 
that this was happening, they got involved because they thought that Israel was going to be using these animals to 
unleash into Jordan and whatnot to wreak havoc on the Jordanians and the Egyptians and whatnot, which was not 
the case. It's just interesting note there but. 
 
Jungle Warfare Aids David’s Forces 
Although we're not told precisely, it would seem that David and Joab, with their war experience, would have set 
this up to draw Absalom and his forces into the woods, for David's forces are greatly outnumbered, compared to 
Absalom's, but we see a great literal slaughter upon Absalom's army. 
 
This type of jungle warfare would have been to David's advantage, being that he was the receiver, in that Absalom 
was marching up to him and was seeking him out, so they would've been coming in to search for David, rather 
than an open field battle. David's men, those 600, mind you, they are men of great experience of living and battling 
in rocks and crevices for their whole career, all the way back to fighting Saul, as we studied, down there in the 
wilderness area. 
 
Absalom’s Vainglory / No Ahithophel / Not a Military Strategist 
Here's where we see the vainglory of Absalom. He doesn't know anything about war. It's apparent, but the 
vainglory of his head thinks that he does. He thinks his sheer numbers will overcome and win. He has rejected 



Ahithophel's counsel. Ahithophel now has killed himself, so Absalom does not have the benefit of the great 
military strategist, Ahithophel, to say, "Don't go into the woods and fight David, because he will have the greater 
advantage." Absalom literally is coming in with no military experience and no military counsel to help him. He has 
not surrounded himself with great counsel. 
 
Absalom in his vainglory ... He's on a donkey. Donkeys were for kings in the ancient oriental ... They rode on 
donkeys, and so Absalom's coming into the battle as a king, not as a warrior. It's going to go to his head, and it will 
cost him his head, literally. 
 
You see vainglory. I am not a great military strategist, but even I would not ride into an Everglades swampy forest 
on a donkey going into war. 
 
20,000 is Mindboggling 
This number, 20,000, is literally, from an ancient war day or even modern war day ... 20,000 casualties is mind-
boggling, to think of 20,000 bodies strewn throughout this area. What a massive slaughter and so sad, because 
they chose the wrong king. 
 
The Cost of Choosing the Wrong King 
Verse 8 tells us that more people were killed by the forest than they were the sword and here as we read last 
chapter, that God had purposed to destroy Absalom. Absalom overstepped his bounds in his pursuit and God here 
is bringing that judgment upon Absalom. 
 
We come to the place. There's a cost for following the wrong king. Here 20,000 men died because they followed 
the wrong king. We read no mention of any of David's men being killed in this battle, just Absalom, the men of 
Israel. That brings us to a path that we go all the way back and as we said, David sin isn't just going to cost him his 
kingdom, it's going to cost his family, the death of his son, and we follow the string all the way through and then 
we ultimately ended that string by saying 20,000 men will die, and this is true, but this is also true in a truer truth is 
those 20,000 men did not have to die. They're not dying because of David's sin. They're dying because of the 
choice they made to follow the wrong king. There's a lot of sin going on around us and we can say we do what we 
do because of this person's sin and we're reacting to it. In the end, it simply comes down to this one thing only. 
Choosing the right king and you follow the right king, Jesus, he'll take care of you like these men that are following 
David. God's protected them. You choose the wrong king, and you bring your own consequences. 20,000 men 
chose the wrong king, they chose Absalom and they paid for it. I pray that you will consider the true King of Kings, 
Jesus Christ, his love for you, and his promise that he will be with you. 
 
Absalom Stole Hearts – By Misrepresenting the Heart of the True King 
Absalom stole the heart of the people and he did it by misrepresenting the heart of the king. The heart of the king 
was still for the people. Absalom misrepresented the heart of David, lied about his love and his concern. If you 
recall our study back in Chapter 16, Chapter 15, and he stole the heart of the people and John 10:10. That thief, he 
comes to steal, kill and destroy, and he wants to steal your heart, turn it away from the true king, and he'll do that 
by telling lies about the king. He'll do that by convincing you that the king doesn't care and is separated and 
distanced from you. All the while leading you into a slaughter and that's what's happening here. Absalom stole the 
heart of the people and they ended up paying with their heart for that. 
John 10:10 (NKJV) 10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may 
have it more abundantly.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Death of Absalom (18:9-18) 
2 Samuel 18:9 Then Absalom met the servants of David. Absalom rode on a mule. The mule went under the thick 
boughs of a great terebinth tree, and his head caught in the terebinth; so he was left hanging between heaven 
and earth. And the mule which was under him went on.  
 
Vainglory 
Verse nine, "it'll be Absalom's vainglory that will be the end of him." He stole the heart of the people, but he's the 
one that had the greatest heart issue. He never could handle and hold the hearts of the people that he stole, 
because he was in it for his own glory. And hence why, we need to follow the right king, because he knows how to 
handle your heart. And he'll cherish it and he'll hold it as the treasure that it is. But here, Absalom, vainglory leads 
him to be in hanging from a tree. 
 
I know he's vainglory, because who, what type of man, weighs his hair after he gets it cut? As we read prior 
chapter. That's just glory. He was into his beauty. And it went to his heart. His hair went to his head and his head 
went to his heart and he was filled with this vainglory, and in the end, we find him hanging from that very thing 
that he put his glory in. 
2 Samuel 14:25–26 (NKJV) 25 Now in all Israel there was no one who was praised as much as Absalom for his good looks. From the sole of his 
foot to the crown of his head there was no blemish in him. 26 And when he cut the hair of his head—at the end of every year he cut it because it 
was heavy on him—when he cut it, he weighed the hair of his head at two hundred shekels according to the king’s standard.  

 
2 Samuel 18:10 Now a certain man saw it and told Joab, and said, “I just saw Absalom hanging in a terebinth 
tree!”  
2 Samuel 18:11 So Joab said to the man who told him, “You just saw him! And why did you not strike him there 
to the ground? I would have given you ten shekels of silver and a belt.”  
2 Samuel 18:12 But the man said to Joab, “Though I were to receive a thousand shekels of silver in my hand, I 
would not raise my hand against the king’s son. For in our hearing the king commanded you and Abishai and 
Ittai, saying, ‘Beware lest anyone touch the young man Absalom!’  
2 Samuel 18:13 Otherwise I would have dealt falsely against my own life. For there is nothing hidden from the 
king, and you yourself would have set yourself against me.”  
2 Samuel 18:14 Then Joab said, “I cannot linger with you.” And he took three spears in his hand and thrust them 
through Absalom’s heart, while he was still alive in the midst of the terebinth tree.  
 
He Fears the King / Joab Does Not 
Verse 13, this man rightly says, "I heard what the king said, deal gently with my son. I know the king's heart and I 
know that the heart that the king has for his son," I'm not going to touch him or I'll be killed for him, because 
nothing's hidden from the sight of the king and that is a picture of Jesus Christ, where there is no creature hidden 
from his sight. 
 
Joab comes, and he's going to thrust him through. Joab is a harsh soldier, battled-worn, and there's things you can 
admire about him and then there's just things that you have to detest. If you do a life study, you find his life was 
wrapped up in being a soldier of fortune, he didn't care about being king, he really never aspired for the kingship, 
he just wanted to be a soldier. And there's something you can admire about that. But here's something that we 
continually come back to and have no admiration for and that is, he cared more about the flag of Israel than he did 
about the king. He cared about the national identity of Israel more than he cared about the heart and the wishes 
of the king, and we often say 'for God and country,' but it can't be so. It has to be for God and then country, and 
God will lead us how to respond and defend the country. Joab, he's in a direct violation of the commander in 
chief's word to not kill Absalom. He's wrong. 
 
2 Samuel 18:15 And ten young men who bore Joab’s armor surrounded Absalom, and struck and killed him.  
 
10 for 10 
Verse 15, "10 men, 10 swords," how interesting the parallel of the 10 concubines, and here we see, vengeance is 

the Lord, and we see ability of God to bring the vengeance upon Absalom for his actions 



2 Samuel 18:16 So Joab blew the trumpet, and the people returned from pursuing Israel. For Joab held back the 
people.  
 
Blows Trumpet – King Conquered 
So Joab blows the trumpet, and that's the signal to everybody to stop, because the objective has been acquired, 
the king. If they'd have got King David, they'd have had their trumpet that would've blown to signify all in the 
battle the target has been acquired; the king is down. And everybody would back off, and retreat. And so there ... 
enough death, 20,000, the civil war's over. Everybody's called to go back home. 
 
2 Samuel 18:17 And they took Absalom and cast him into a large pit in the woods, and laid a very large heap of 
stones over him. Then all Israel fled, everyone to his tent.  
 
Judgment upon Rebellious Son 
Deuteronomy says that a rebellious son was to be taken out and dealt with, what we see right here, in this 
manner. 
Deuteronomy 21:18–21 (NKJV) 18 “If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who will not obey the voice of his father or the voice of his mother, 
and who, when they have chastened him, will not heed them, 19 then his father and his mother shall take hold of him and bring him out to the 

elders of his city, to the gate of his city. 20 And they shall say to the elders of his city, ‘This son of ours is stubborn and rebellious; he will not obey 
our voice; he is a glutton and a drunkard.’ 21 Then all the men of his city shall stone him to death with stones; so you shall put away the evil from 
among you, and all Israel shall hear and fear.  

 
PTL for His Grace 
I thank God for grace, because I'd have been buried under the stone before I even reached the age of 16, if that. 
Aren't you glad we have grace? But God still sends a word as part of His commandments, to honor our mother and 
father. 
 
2 Samuel 18:18 Now Absalom in his lifetime had taken and set up a pillar for himself, which is in the King’s 
Valley. For he said, “I have no son to keep my name in remembrance.” He called the pillar after his own name. 
And to this day it is called Absalom’s Monument.  
 
I Must Decrease – He Must Increase 
Verse 18. Absalom builds himself a monument. That's vainglory. He would later have children, but we see just the 
impatience in him. I don't have children yet, but I want to make sure nobody forgets about me, so I'm going to 
build this monument. John the Baptist sums it up so well for each and every one of us: I must increase and he must 
increase. If Absalom would have had that heart, my job is to expand the nation in knowing the true king, the one 
who was anointed by God, the one that God put his favor upon. He's the true king of Israel, regardless of its law. 
Absalom would have had a memorial. The people would have known him as a man like his father, after God's own 
heart. For the king and for the country, or better said, for the king and then for the country. 
John 3:30–32 (NKJV) 30 He must increase, but I must decrease. 31 He who comes from above is above all; he who is of the earth is earthly and 
speaks of the earth. He who comes from heaven is above all. 32 And what He has seen and heard, that He testifies; and no one receives His 
testimony.  

 
Leave a Legacy / Pastor Joe - Lawyers 
So Absalom wants to leave a legacy, but he's trying to do it through the works of the flesh. There's only one way to 
leave a legacy, and that is to live a righteous life before God and man.  The legacy I want to leave is that I was a 
man after God’s own heart.  I like what Pastor Joe always says, “that if all you leave your children is something the 
lawyers and the courts can divide up, then you have left them nothing”. 
Acts 13:22 (NKJV) 22 And when He had removed him, He raised up for them David as king, to whom also He gave testimony and said, ‘I have 
found David the son of Jesse, a man after My own heart, who will do all My will.’  

 
 
 
 
 
 



The Two Runners (18:19-32) 
2 Samuel 18:19 Then Ahimaaz the son of Zadok said, “Let me run now and take the news to the king, how the 
LORD has avenged him of his enemies.”  
2 Samuel 18:20 And Joab said to him, “You shall not take the news this day, for you shall take the news another 
day. But today you shall take no news, because the king’s son is dead.”  
2 Samuel 18:21 Then Joab said to the Cushite, “Go, tell the king what you have seen.” So the Cushite bowed 
himself to Joab and ran.  
2 Samuel 18:22 And Ahimaaz the son of Zadok said again to Joab, “But whatever happens, please let me also run 
after the Cushite.” So Joab said, “Why will you run, my son, since you have no news ready?”  
2 Samuel 18:23 “But whatever happens,” he said, “let me run.” So he said to him, “Run.” Then Ahimaaz ran by 
way of the plain, and outran the Cushite.  
2 Samuel 18:24 Now David was sitting between the two gates. And the watchman went up to the roof over the 
gate, to the wall, lifted his eyes and looked, and there was a man, running alone.  
2 Samuel 18:25 Then the watchman cried out and told the king. And the king said, “If he is alone, there is news 
in his mouth.” And he came rapidly and drew near.  
2 Samuel 18:26 Then the watchman saw another man running, and the watchman called to the gatekeeper and 
said, “There is another man, running alone!” And the king said, “He also brings news.”  
2 Samuel 18:27 So the watchman said, “I think the running of the first is like the running of Ahimaaz the son of 
Zadok.” And the king said, “He is a good man, and comes with good news.”  
2 Samuel 18:28 So Ahimaaz called out and said to the king, “All is well!” Then he bowed down with his face to 
the earth before the king, and said, “Blessed be the LORD your God, who has delivered up the men who raised 
their hand against my lord the king!”  
2 Samuel 18:29 The king said, “Is the young man Absalom safe?” Ahimaaz answered, “When Joab sent the king’s 
servant and me your servant, I saw a great tumult, but I did not know what it was about.”  
 
Afraid to Tell the Whole Message 
So this messenger, he has some of the news, but Joab knows that he doesn't have the complete news. And he's 
gonna cause a problem in an already delicate and potentially volatile situation, when David is told that his son is 
killed. So Joab's not letting this young man take this message, because he knows he doesn't have a complete 
message. 
 
So, running by yourself or running with one, was kind of a good sign because if you saw hundreds of men running, 
you would know a retreat was in action right there. To see one guy running, it indicated this must be good news. 
 
So, this young man we saw, he clearly knows that David's son is dead, but when asked, he says he doesn't know. 
He's just flat out lying. He wanted to bring good news of victory; he didn't want to bring bad news of David's son 
being dead. And there is the point of why Joab did not want him to run, because he did not have the complete 
message in that the complete message had not reached his heart and that he was willing to give the whole 
message. And his message delivered with power, not afraid to give the details. And we see spiritual application 
developing before us. If you, if I, if we cannot deliver the whole truth, the complete message, even the bad news 
parts that would upset people, then we are not messengers and we should sit down and not speak, because to 
speak a message that leaves out the part that will upset people, repentance, sin, turn, hell, to not speak the whole 
message, is to not speak the message at all, because it becomes your story, not God's story. 
 
2 Samuel 18:30 And the king said, “Turn aside and stand here.” So he turned aside and stood still.  
2 Samuel 18:31 Just then the Cushite came, and the Cushite said, “There is good news, my lord the king! For the 
LORD has avenged you this day of all those who rose against you.”  
2 Samuel 18:32 And the king said to the Cushite, “Is the young man Absalom safe?” So the Cushite answered, 
“May the enemies of my lord the king, and all who rise against you to do harm, be like that young man!”  
 
 
 
 



Wait for the message before you run 
But Run with the Message once You get it! 

 
Book of Hosea 
I like how the Book of Hosea begins: 
Hosea 1:1 (NKJV) 1 The word of the LORD that came to Hosea the son of Beeri, in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, 
and in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel.  
 
Hosea 1:2 (NKJV) 2 When the LORD began to speak by Hosea, the LORD said to Hosea: ………… 

 
We First Must Partake – Get it in Our Hearts 
Before we speak the Word of God, on behalf of God, God speaks to us.  And that word has to penetrate our hearts 
first before we can give it out.  Paul tells his young protégé Timothy that the farmer has to first partake of the 
crops before he can give it out. There is a word there for all of us who teach; whether that be pulpit ministry of in 
the children’s church, we need to partake of the message first before we give it out.  Now that may scare some 
people and say well that is why I don’t teach, to which if God calls you to teach and you don’t, you are truly 
robbing yourself because you miss out on this…….(Hosea 1:2) when the Lord began to speak by Hosea (or Ray, or 
Dana, or Matt, or Renee, or Joyce), the Lord said to Hosea (or Ray, or Dana, or Matt, or Renee, or Joyce).  God 
speaks to His messengers, a message, and the messengers get the message first before all others. 
2 Timothy 2:6 (NKJV) 6 The hardworking farmer must be first to partake of the crops.  

 
And, we need the message straight from the heart of the Message Himself, so we will give the whole message. 
 
We All Are Made Messengers / Abraham Given Insider Info – God Knew Abraham Would Give Out 
But here is what I am sure of, and that is that there is not one person in here today that God hasn’t made a 
messenger.  I am reminded of the visitation of the Lord and two angels on the way to Sodom, which we know will 
end in destruction.  The Lord will give Abraham insider information of what was soon to come upon Sodom, why 
would the Lord tell Abraham, what entitled Abraham to such information, that would be like the president calling 
me to say he was going to make a tactical strike against Damascus, and he wanted me to know.  Why would God 
tell Abraham this insider information?  Because, the Lord would give Abraham information and revelation based 
not upon the accumulation of his knowledge, but upon the dissemination and communication to his family. “I will 
give Abraham understanding of what I’m about to do,” said the Lord, “because I know he is a man who will teach 
his children.” 
 
The same is true today. The revelation God wants to give us concerning what He’s doing, how He’s moving, where 
He’s going is based not upon our journal entries or our Bible Study notes. It’s based upon whether or not we will 
share what He tells us with our children. You youth who are here today who have brothers and sisters (regardless 
if they are older or younger), God gives you information and revelation, so you can give it out, it is not for private 
interpretation but for global presentation.   
Genesis 18:16–20 (NKJV) 16 Then the men rose from there and looked toward Sodom, and Abraham went with them to send them on the way. 17 
And the LORD said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am doing, 18 since Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the 
nations of the earth shall be blessed in him? 19 For I have known him, in order that he may command his children and his household after him, 
that they keep the way of the LORD, to do righteousness and justice, that the LORD may bring to Abraham what He has spoken to him.” 20 And the 
LORD said, “Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very grave,  

 
2 Peter 1:19–21 (NKJV) 19 And so we have the prophetic word confirmed, which you do well to heed as a light that shines in a dark place, until 
the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts; 20 knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation, 21 for 
prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.  
 

Wait for the message before you run 
But Run with the Message once You get it! 

 
Not a Prep Rally for Evangelism – But a Word of Confidence 
I am not making a call for we have to be preaching the gospel, we have to be a missionary minded people, as we 
should be; but I am bringing the simple word of confidence to you, that God speaks to you a message, and He is 



the center of the message (whether it is for salvation, or overcoming strongholds, or growing youth into mature 
followers), He (Jesus) is the message, and He gives us the very words to speak, before He sends us out to speak 
them, and He goes with us when and as we do, and we can have confidence in that, peace in that (don’t get 
worked up that it is on us), we simply partake of it, then give it out.  But…… we must first partake of it. 
 
Don’t Take Yourself So Serious 
So with that confidence, you don’t have to take yourself so serious.  Yes you need to prepare the vessel, yes you 
need to study to show yourself approved unto God rightly dividing the Word (2 Tim 2:15), but still yet……… don’t 
take yourself so serious.  It is not your message, it is the Lord’s, and He will do with it as He purposes.  We are just 
the messenger, not the message.  I still, even after a 1,000 Bible studies get nervous when I teach, get a little tense, 
because of public speaking.  I need to heed my own sermon right here, haha.  But God has a way of reminding of 
us this.  This morning I woke up a little tense, taking myself a little too serious, and so I come downstairs (in the 
dark) to enter into my office and step into something squishy, ohhh.  My golden retriever had decided the best 
place to throw-up in the house was in front of my office door.  So I start getting all dry-heaves, Renee runs 
downstairs, then Camden, then the dog, the whole house is in an uproar, and we literally all just start laughing.  To 
which I said thank you Lord, I needed that, I am clearly taking myself way too seriously.  I am now free to just 
deliver the message that You have given me, and I am free to do that freely now.  
 
Don’t Run Without the Power! 
I see something else in this passage, and it is the difference in the two men.  Ahimaaz the son of Zadok the priest is 
known, and….. he wants to be known.  Then there is the Cushite, and that is not his name, that is where he is from.  
The key is his name is not identified, he is a no-name, his role is not about himself, but the message, as it is all 
about the message, not the messenger.  I see the picture of the Holy Spirit here in this story, as He never drew 
attention to Himself but always pointed at Jesus, the Message! 
John 16:12–15 (NKJV) 12 “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13 However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has 
come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you 
things to come. 14 He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you. 15 All things that the Father has are Mine. Therefore I 
said that He will take of Mine and declare it to you.  

 
And we miss the application of what God promised to the church there in Acts, as we see the calling to spread the 
message of God’s love to the outer parts of the world (from Jerusalem, to Judea, to Samaria, to the outer parts of 
the world), we miss the point that He is saying an I am with you always, whether you are in Jerusalem, Judea, 
Samaria, or to the very corner of the world, I am with you, always, and I am the message.  The message you take 
with you “is me”, and the message you give “is me”, and I am right there with you to give. 
Acts 1:8 (NKJV) 8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”  

 
Jesus had opened the scriptures to the disciples, not to mention had walked with them for 3 years, had been 
eyewitnesses to His miracles, eyewitnesses to the death, burial, and resurrection, had spent 40 days with Him after 
the resurrection, but that statement that He had opening their understanding that they might comprehend the 
Scriptures, yet after all that he still says, but don’t you go anywhere with that message, until you are endued with 
power from on high. 
Luke 24:44–49 (NKJV) 44 Then He said to them, “These are the words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things must be 
fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me.” 45 And He opened their understanding, that 
they might comprehend the Scriptures. 46 Then He said to them, “Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise 
from the dead the third day, 47 and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 
48 And you are witnesses of these things. 49 “Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are 
endued with power from on high.”  
 
Luke 12:11–12 (NKJV) 11 “Now when they bring you to the synagogues and magistrates and authorities, do not worry about how or what you 
should answer, or what you should say. 12 For the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you ought to say.”  
 
1 Corinthians 2:4–5 (NKJV) 4 And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the 
Spirit and of power, 5 that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.  
 
Acts 1:8 (NKJV) 8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”  



 
Luke 11:11–13 (NKJV) 11 If a son asks for bread from any father among you, will he give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a 
serpent instead of a fish? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? 13 If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!”  
 

Wherever You Go (I Will Be With You) 
And it I not just about the power of the message, as powerful as that is!  There is much more to it than that!  There 
is far more here the Lord is displaying in the exhortation to the apostles, and to us today about waiting for the 
Spirit.  There is far more here than about man going forth with information, it is about man having an intimate 
relationship with God Himself, an on-going personal walk with God, a walk with God that He says wherever you go, 
wherever you are……. I will be with you.  The disciples were worried that Jesus was going to leave them again.  
They are getting the big picture that He is going to leave them and go back to the Father, and they think it is going 
to be like when He went into the tomb for three days, and they are worried.  But Jesus is communicating to them, 
a promise to them, and that is wherever you go, wherever you are, I will be with you, even until the ends of the 
earth.  And that promise continues today, and is for us.  That wherever we go, he will be with us. 
 

Wait for the message before you run 
But Run with the Message once You get it! 

 
David Weeps Over the Death of His Son (18:33) 
2 Samuel 18:33 Then the king was deeply moved, and went up to the chamber over the gate, and wept. And as 
he went, he said thus: “O my son Absalom—my son, my son Absalom—if only I had died in your place! O 
Absalom my son, my son!”  
 
It Is Never Too Little – Too Late 
Oh if only Absalom would have known the heart of the father.  Beloved it is never too little, it is never too late, to 
restore a relationship.  Do you have a phone call or letter to send to someone today?  Pray in the power of God’s 
heart, that He will do a miracle, or at least start the breaking down of some walls, to bring forth the miracle. 
 
In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  

• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
 
Boldly Come to Throne of Grace 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might work in 
you, and through you. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
End of Study  



2 Samuel 19 
2 Samuel 19:1-14 
 
Recap Chapters 11-18 (About last 10 years) 
Chapter 11 -  David’s Sin with Bathsheba / David’s Sin Against Uriah 
Chapter 12 -  The Lord Judges David’s Sin / David Repents 
Chapter 13 – Ammon’s Sin Against Tamar / Absalom’s Sin Against Ammon 
Chapter 14 – Absalom Returns from Exile 
Chapter 15 – Absalom’s Treason / David Goes on the Run 
Chapter 16 – David Continues Putting Distance Between Him and Absalom  
Chapter 17 – Ahithophel’s Counsel is Defeated by David’s Prayer 
Chapter 18 – Absalom’s Army Defeated / Absalom Killed 
 
David Absolute Surrender / How About You? 
David has brought himself to absolute surrender, that whatever the Lord wills, is good for him, regardless of what 
the Lord wills.  How about you beloved, how did the Lord speak to you about our past study, and how have you 
responded?  Even now you can lay those things down, even now you can confirm the things you responded to. 
2 Samuel 15:25–26 (NKJV) 25 Then the king said to Zadok, “Carry the ark of God back into the city. If I find favor in the eyes of the LORD, He will 
bring me back and show me both it and His dwelling place. 26 But if He says thus: ‘I have no delight in you,’ here I am, let Him do to me as seems 
good to Him.”  

 
2 Samuel 15:32 Now it happened when David had come to the top of the mountain, where he worshiped God—there was Hushai the Archite 
coming to meet him with his robe torn and dust on his head.  

 
Absolute Surrender: 

• Absolute Surrender – Trusts/Praises the Lord Regardless of the Circumstances 

• Absolute Surrender – We Allow Ourselves to be Vulnerable 

• Absolute Surrender - Requires Absolute Repentance. 

• Absolute Surrender – Is Easiest with Obedience 

• Absolute Surrender – Must let God Correct the Wrongs Done to us 

• Absolute Surrender – Trust Prayer over Personal Power 
 
Absolute surrender…… sets the heart free! 
Psalm 119:32 (NKJV) 32 I will run the course of Your commandments, For You shall enlarge my heart.  
 
Psalm 119:32 (NIV84) 32 I run in the path of your commands, for you have set my heart free.  

 
David Kept his Mind Stayed on the Lord 
David is in total peace, as he has turned his life and future over to the Lord completely in his absolute surrender.  
How did David stay in such peace through all this?  He kept his mind stayed on the Lord, because He trusted the 
Lord completely. 
Isaiah 26:3–4 (NKJV) 3 You will keep him in perfect peace, Whose mind is stayed on You, Because he trusts in You. 4 Trust in the LORD forever, For 
in YAH, the LORD, is everlasting strength.  

 
Interpersonal Dealings – Without All the Facts and Truths / Yet Still has to make a Decision 
In our passage today, we have several extremely difficult personal situations for David to navigate through.  They 
are interpersonal situations, that each person or persons he deals with can and will have lifetime consequences.  In 
some of them David does not have all the information needed to make a decision, yet still he has to make a 
decision based on the limited information he has; how many times do you feel yourself in that same situation with 
another person?  In these interpersonal situations that David will have with (no less than ten individuals (like Joab, 
Shemei, Mephibosheth) or groups of individuals (like the Tribe of Judah, or Tribes of Israel, or soldiers who just 
fought with all their heart for his victory), in all these individuals or groups of individuals David will make life 
impacting decisions, without all the information, and…… without him fully knowing the heart of that person/group, 
or them not knowing his heart which makes the situation what it is.  How many times we find ourselves in the 



same place, I don’t know where your heart is towards me and you don’t know where my heart is towards you, and 
here we are in a place that can change both of our futures and even destinies.  Here is what I have found to be 
faithful and true (and that is God’s Word), and there has never been a time in my life when I have had to make a 
decision, some life changing (either for myself or someone I will impact) that God will not show me a passage from 
His Word that applies for that situation I am in…….. if I seek Him and wait upon Him, I can even make wise and 
spiritual decisions, without all the information, without them fully knowing my heart, and them fully knowing 
theirs.  Because we are told, that these “things” that we read here (like todays passage) are for our learning, not 
just about God and who He is and what He thinks of us, but on what He wants us to do, with what heart He wants 
us to do it with (which always is in the way of His heart of love).  So today, God shows us, several times at that, 
how to handle situations where we don’t have all the information, and where we don’t know their heart and they 
don’t know ours.  So, way more than history here, but powerful life applications for our lives. 
Revelation 21:5 (NKJV) 5 Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.” And He said to me, “Write, for these words are 
true and faithful.”  
 
Revelation 22:6 (NKJV) 6 Then he said to me, “These words are faithful and true.” And the Lord God of the holy prophets sent His angel to show 
His servants the things which must shortly take place.  
 
Romans 15:4 (NKJV) 4 For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the 

Scriptures might have hope.  
 
1 Corinthians 10:11 (NKJV) 11 Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for our admonition, upon whom the 
ends of the ages have come.  

 
What Might You be Facing Today? 
What might you be in the middle of today?  What interpersonal decisions do you find yourself in, and how should 
you respond to them?  I pray the Lord opens His Word to you, His heart, and give you a direction, and peace in that 
direction you are to take. 
 
Perfect Peace 
And reminder, where and how is perfect peace?  By keeping our mind stayed on Him: 
Isaiah 26:3–4 (NKJV) 3 You will keep him in perfect peace, Whose mind is stayed on You, Because he trusts in You. 4 Trust in the LORD forever, For 
in YAH, the LORD, is everlasting strength.  

 
In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  

• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
 
Boldly Come to Throne of Grace 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might work in 
you, and through you. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
Outline 2 Samuel 19:1-43: 

• Joab Confronts David for Not Supporting the Fighters (19:1-8) 

• The Nation Disputes Who is the King (19:9-10) 

• David Sways the Elders of the Nation and is Asked to Return to be King (19:11-14) 

• The Tribe of Judah Meets David as He Returns to the Land (19:15) 

• Shimei, Ziba, and Tribe of Benjamin Meets David as He Returns to the Land (19:16-23) 

• Mephibosheth Comes to Meet David as He Returns to the Land (19:24-30) 

• Barzillai Comes to Meet David as He Returns to the Land (19:31-40) 

• The Tribes of Israel and Judah Dispute Amongst Themselves (19:41-43) 
 



Joab Confronts David for Not Supporting the Fighters (19:1-8) 
2 Samuel 19:1 And Joab was told, “Behold, the king is weeping and mourning for Absalom.”  
2 Samuel 19:2 So the victory that day was turned into mourning for all the people. For the people heard it said 
that day, “The king is grieved for his son.”  
2 Samuel 19:3 And the people stole back into the city that day, as people who are ashamed steal away when 
they flee in battle.  
 
The People are Confused 
David’s loyal and sacrificing supporters won that day for the glory of God and the good of Israel. Then they felt bad 
about the victory because David was overcome with excessive weeping and mourning for Absalom.  They return to 
the city as a people who were defeated in battle and retreating and coming home with their tail between their 
legs.  There is much confusion among the people.  Hey we won, shouldn’t we be rejoicing and praising God for the 
victory?  But David is not, so I’m confused did we do good or did we do something bad?  More on that discussion 
coming up. 
 
2 Samuel 19:4 But the king covered his face, and the king cried out with a loud voice, “O my son Absalom! O 
Absalom, my son, my son!”  
 
David Weeps / Now is time to Weep for the Lost 
When David lost his baby, he got up, dusted himself off, ate. People said, "What's up with that?" He says, "Where 
my son went, there I shall be," meaning David knew that he would reunite with his son there in Heaven. This 
extreme weeping here, in this case, I think David has some regrets of things left unsaid, but I think, greatly so, 
David does not know the state of his son's heart. In fact, David leans towards that his son doesn't know the Lord, 
never committed his ways to the Lord. All of his actions showed his distance and separation from the Lord, and I 
believe David could be weeping greatly because he's not confident in any way that he'll see his son again. 
2 Samuel 12:22–23 (NKJV) 22 And he said, “While the child was alive, I fasted and wept; for I said, ‘Who can tell whether the LORD will be 
gracious to me, that the child may live?’ 23 But now he is dead; why should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I shall go to him, but he shall not 
return to me.”  

 
When love is gone, it is gone. Now's the time to weep while they're still alive. Now's the time to be brokenhearted 
while they're still alive because there's still breath, and that means there's still the breath of God that can blow 
over them and draw them. May we dedicate ourselves to the realization that eternity is on the line, and may we be 
a people who can get down with bent knees, broken hearts, wet eyes, and plead before the Lord today, bring them 
into the kingdom, call upon them, convict them, draw them. We intercede on their behalf while there is still 
breath.  Do you want the heart of the King, then let God break your heart over the things that break His.  God’s 
heart breaks over the lost. 
2 Peter 3:9 (NKJV) 9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any 
should perish but that all should come to repentance.  

 
2 Samuel 19:5 Then Joab came into the house to the king, and said, “Today you have disgraced all your servants 
who today have saved your life, the lives of your sons and daughters, the lives of your wives and the lives of 
your concubines,  
2 Samuel 19:6 in that you love your enemies and hate your friends. For you have declared today that you regard 
neither princes nor servants; for today I perceive that if Absalom had lived and all of us had died today, then it 
would have pleased you well.  
 
We Don’t Determine Who is Worthless / Do You Want to Have Heart of the King – Love the Unlovable & Enemy 
There is a very well-known preacher today who in his commentary says David is wrong for mourning Absalom’s 
death, because Absalom was a worthless human.  To which I say, who is man to determine who is worthless.  Is 
Absalom wrong, yes.  Did he (Absalom) bring his death upon himself, yes.  But who is to say who is worthless and 
who is worthy, other than God Himself.  See here is the danger of making determination of who is worthlessness, 
and who is not, for first it defies (2 Peter 3:9), and secondly you become like a Joab, cold, calculated, heartless, 
deciding who lives and who dies, who is worthy, and who is not……… and you lose the heart of the King.  God 
wishes that none should perish, and all seek repentance, and God takes no pleasure in the death of the wicked.  Do 



you want to have the heart of the King, love the unlovable, love your enemy, and you will find yourself in a love 
that is outside of this world and can only come from the very heart of God Himself.  Does this mean we turn a blind 
eye to their sin, no, sin is sin, but we will not allow other people’s sin to make us haters, for hate quenches love. 
2 Peter 3:9 (NKJV) 9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any 

should perish but that all should come to repentance.  

 
Ezekiel 33:11 (NKJV) 11 Say to them: ‘As I live,’ says the Lord GOD, ‘I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from 
his way and live. Turn, turn from your evil ways! For why should you die, O house of Israel?’  
 
Matthew 5:43–48 (NKJV) 43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, love your 
enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, 45 that you 
may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. 46 For 
if you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet your brethren only, what 
do you do more than others? Do not even the tax collectors do so? 48 Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.  

 
2 Samuel 19:7 Now therefore, arise, go out and speak comfort to your servants. For I swear by the LORD, if you 
do not go out, not one will stay with you this night. And that will be worse for you than all the evil that has 
befallen you from your youth until now.”  
2 Samuel 19:8 Then the king arose and sat in the gate. And they told all the people, saying, “There is the king, 
sitting in the gate.” So all the people came before the king. For everyone of Israel had fled to his tent.  
 
You Going to Have Real Problems / Don’t be So Quick to Reject Counsel – See if Something to Glean 
You’re about to have real problems if you don’t say “thanks” to the troops.  Joab has this right, as wrong as he is in 
so many other ways.  Sometimes we reject the counsel of others based on their character, but it is still worth 
listening, and then asking the Lord if there is any wisdom to glean from it.   
 
Police Chaplain / 4 Phases 
David’s heart is broken over his son.  For 15 years as a police chaplain here in our county, I was trained and served 
in the role of critical incidence response for disasters. And we would be deployed for all kinds of disasters and 
horrific events that would happen here in the county. In my training, we pretty much followed the four phases of a 
disaster, whether that's an air disaster, a terrorist strike, or a personal disaster in someone's life. 

• Disaster - And the first phase was the disaster itself happening. And it was just being there for them with a 
ministry of presence, so they would not have to be alone in the midst of their tragedy. 

• Rescue - Then immediately after that would become the rescue phase. What can be rescued in this 
disaster? What life can be saved, preserved?  

• Recovery - And in the third phase was recovery. We're beyond rescue now and we come into a recovery 
mode. What can we possibly recover through this disaster? And you can see how that could play out in a 
disaster such as a building down or an aircraft down. The disaster happens, you have to approach the 
disaster and stabilize the situation. Then you come into a rescue, who can be rescued, what lives can be 
saved? But then there reaches a point where it becomes a recovery. What can we bring out of this to 
rebuild or what items can be recovered that are of value? 

• Closure - And then the fourth phase was closure where the so called closing out of the disaster and 
moving on. And those phases, they work well for physical things. But I was never onboard and I never 
followed the fourth phase of closure when it was dealing with human life. Because there is no closure. 
And people like to say it because it's a nice thing to tidy up and be done with and some people will say, 
"You need to move on, it's over, it's done with." Some will even say things as inappropriate as, "You've got 
to toughen up or you have to put this behind you," to which I never could say, would say or ever say that 
there's a closure. Because you know there's wounds that will never heal. And when someone losses a 
loved one, there is no closure. That wound will always be present in their heart. 

 
Remember Some Wound Will Never Heal (Never Have Closure) / Those Hurting – God Sees 
When someone in love shows up one day and a disaster is their spouse drops a bomb on them and they enter into, 
say, a divorce and people say, "Get over it, it's behind." But people don't know the wound and the pain and the 
heart that that person is suffering. Sometimes there's just never closure. And I would say, when you show up in 



someone's disaster remember there's some things that will never heal on this side of heaven. And I say to anyone 
who has suffered a disaster, God sees and God knows. Regardless of what someone may say to you, God knows 
that pain that you're going through and he understands. And it won't be until we get to that side of Revelation 
where he'll wipe away every tear from our eye. And there will be no more pain, no more sorrow. But that's a long 
way away in living the life that we're living here in this fallen world. 
Revelation 21:4–5 (NKJV) 4 And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall 
be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.” 5 Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.” And He said to 
me, “Write, for these words are true and faithful.”  

 
Joab Words True – But Doesn’t Understand Heart of Grieving Father 
Joab does not understand the pain of the heart of David because when we look at the life of Joab, he really has no 
heart. He's a mercenary, he's all about the country, the national flag. And he can't relate to the issues of the heart. 
So what he may be saying to David may be true from a military and political position, but he does not understand 
the heart of a grieving father who has lost his son whom he loved deeply.  When we show up at someone’s 
disaster, may we be sensitive to their pain and what they are going through.  We can’t determine when they 
should mourn, when it should end, and how much they should mourn, or if they should mourn.  Meet them where 
they are at, minister to them with love and compassion. 
 
Word For You / When 1 Special Needs – Then All Has Special Needs 
And here is something may the Lord apply to all of our hearts (those inside the hardship and those on the outside), 
I always say regarding families with special need children, when one person in that family has a special need, then 
every person in that family has a special need in some way.  

• When one of the children have a special need, all the other children have a special need because there's a 
need that so often has to get given to and poured into the child with the special need and the so called 
typical siblings, they miss out on so much or they don't get the attention or the special attention that they 
need as children. 

• When a child has special needs, the mother has special needs. The heavy heart that's upon the mother of 
a child with special need and the long, long days, some day seem like they'll never end.  

• And then the special need of the father trying to be a leader and hold it together for the family and get 
up, go to work, deliver, bring home money and look to the future and look to the present. And all those 
things.  

 
Joab is Right – David the others Have Special Need Right Now Too 
When one person in a family has a special need, then everyone in the family has a special need. And that goes 
really into any area of life. When someone has a special need through suffering, of going through a disaster or 
whatever that may be personally, that disaster then does affect everyone else in the family. And Joab doesn't 
recognize that regarding David.  But equally so, neither does David. There's a whole nation that's looking to him for 
leadership and as hard as the situation may be, there's a whole family and there's a whole nation with a special 
need. And right now they need him to see their need. So Joab gives good counsel with the wrong heart. But David 
gets up and he goes and he attends to the special needs of others, even while his heart is broken.  It is not easy, 
but it is necessary, may we be reminded of this personally ourselves. 
 
For those Hurting – He Will Keep You in Perfect Peace / For those Hurting – Get to the Rock that is Higher than I 
And again, for those of you hurting today, God sees.  There's a place, he who will keep you in perfect peace, all 
those who's minds stayed on him. That's where we need to be in these times of special needs. David is broken, and 
I'm reminded of the Psalmist. When I'm overwhelmed, please lead me to rock that is higher than I. And there's 
something that we have to always remember, because we don't wanna get up. We don't want to leave the 
darkness, but as we're down, and we are surrounded by ourselves and our thoughts, we need to get to the rock 
that is higher than rock and get to the thoughts that are higher than ours. Let the Lord start to minister to us, 
through his heart and through his Word. 
Isaiah 26:3–4 (NKJV) 3 You will keep him in perfect peace, Whose mind is stayed on You, Because he trusts in You. 4 Trust in the LORD forever, For 
in YAH, the LORD, is everlasting strength.  

 



Psalm 61:title–4 (NKJV) To the Chief Musician. On A Stringed Instrument. A Psalm of David. 1 Hear my cry, O God; Attend to my prayer. 2 From 
the end of the earth I will cry to You, When my heart is overwhelmed; Lead me to the rock that is higher than I. 3 For You have been a shelter for 
me, A strong tower from the enemy. 4 I will abide in Your tabernacle forever; I will trust in the shelter of Your wings. Selah  

 
In Need of Prayer? 
Are you in need of prayer today?  Come up after service and let us turn this carpet into an altar, and we will join 
with you in prayer asking the Lord to meet your need, whatever that need is.  Jesus said my house shall be called a 
house of prayer, and we take that literal.  So you come. 
Mark 11:16–17 (NKJV) 16 And He would not allow anyone to carry wares through the temple. 17 Then He taught, saying to them, “Is it not 
written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations’? But you have made it a ‘den of thieves.’ ”  

 
The Nation Disputes Who is the King (19:9-10) 
2 Samuel 19:9 Now all the people were in a dispute throughout all the tribes of Israel, saying, “The king saved us 
from the hand of our enemies, he delivered us from the hand of the Philistines, and now he has fled from the 
land because of Absalom.  
2 Samuel 19:10 But Absalom, whom we anointed over us, has died in battle. Now therefore, why do you say 
nothing about bringing back the king?”  
 
Last Chapter 20K Die / Consequences of Choosing Wrong King / Israel Can’t Survive Without the Right King 
We saw in our last chapter the consequences for choosing the wrong King as 20,000 men die, 20,000 widows are 
made and 20,000 orphans at the least have a lifetime without a father.   And we made the application that every 
man, woman, child has to choose a King, and the vitalness of choosing the right King. And here we are in our 
passage today is, "Israel can't survive without the right King. They have to make a decision and make it quickly 
because the wrong King will open themselves up to being over-run by their enemies surrounding them." Israel 
cannot survive without a King, and they need a mighty King because they have mighty enemies, and that's an 
application for us. We need a mighty King because we have mighty enemies in this world we live in, and the chief is 
the devil himself. 
 
They Remember How David Was Good King / Peace & Prosperity Because of David 
Verse 9, they're remembering how good the king was, King David. He saved us from our enemies. He delivered us 
from the hand of the Philistines. They were living in peace and prosperity because of David. They did not live in this 
peace and prosperity under Saul and truly they did not live under the peace and prosperity under Absalom 'cause 
all Absalom was doing was living under the work of David. He never had to go fight. It's obvious he didn't even 
know how to fight. Taking a mule into a swamp in the bayou. Now the people were looking back and going, "Hey, 
we've been fooled. We've been sold a bill of goods. David is a good king. We're living in peace and prosperity 
because of the heart of the king. He's willing to go fight for us. He'll fight a giant and he'll fight the Philistines. He'll 
fight all of our enemies. Our enemies won't even come touch us because of David. What in the world were we 
thinking?" 
 
Power to Reflect Back – How Good Jesus has Been 
How many times I forget how good the King, King Jesus has been to me; but when I reflect back on all He has done 
for me, I drawn to Him, and praise him, and say reign over me.  Oh the power of praise and worship to the King!  
They remember two things David did (saved them from their enemies, and defeated the Philistines), and that was 
enough to bring him back.  As David di way more than just two things for these people.  What two things can you 
remember God has done for you?  Praise Him for them 

• Lord I remember when You saved me from ____________, thank You my Savior 

• Jesus I remember when you delivered me from __________, thank You my Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



David Sways the Elders of the Nation and is Asked to Return to be King (19:11-14) 
2 Samuel 19:11 So King David sent to Zadok and Abiathar the priests, saying, “Speak to the elders of Judah, 
saying, ‘Why are you the last to bring the king back to his house, since the words of all Israel have come to the 
king, to his very house?  
2 Samuel 19:12 You are my brethren, you are my bone and my flesh. Why then are you the last to bring back the 
king?’  
2 Samuel 19:13 And say to Amasa, ‘Are you not my bone and my flesh? God do so to me, and more also, if you 
are not commander of the army before me continually in place of Joab.’ ”  
 
David of Tribe of Judah 
David was of the city of Bethlehem in the tribe of Judah.  The rest of the tribes want him back as king, but the tribe 
who was first to follow him some 30 years ago have not joined in for unity.  Maybe they fear that David will come 
back with a vengeance for turning against him.  But they don’t know the heart of the king. 
 
David Sends Olive Branch / Is Done with Joab 
This was a two-fold move. It was political, but it was also personal. Amasa was Absalom’s general. He was also 
from Judah. By making Amasa joint-chief-of-staff David would be holding out an olive branch to the two parties 
who were most reluctant to return to the fold and support him as king – the men from Judah, and the former 
followers of Absalom. David is reunifying the nation. But his motive here is also personal. Word has got back to 
David who struck the blows that killed Absalom. Joab finally stepped over the line. David has had enough of the 
Joab-way. It’s time to reel him in and put him back in his place. 
 
2 Samuel 19:14 So he swayed the hearts of all the men of Judah, just as the heart of one man, so that they sent 
this word to the king: “Return, you and all your servants!”  
 
Is David Forcing the Situation? 
Verse 14 is David now trying to force a situation which I would say he's not.  
 
David Knows Uncomfortable Situation for Them / They Bought the Lie / Giving them Chance to Correct 
David knows that the situation is an uncomfortable one for all of Israel. They turned against him but now God has 
proven out through this decisive victory and the death of Absalom that they followed a lie. So here David comes 
and he's offering them an opportunity to turn to repent, to change their mind, to accept God's chosen one, God's 
anointed one which is him. He's not forcing himself but he's offering himself. And he's giving them opportunity to 
correct their wrong. They followed after Absalom who stole their heart. They followed after the lie of Absalom that 
the king didn't care and (then because the king doesn't care he's not God's king), and Absalom cares greatly for 
them therefore he's God's king. It was all a lie and they bought it and they followed it and now we see a disaster 
for it. 20,000 men are dead. 20,000 widows are made. 20,000 children without fathers, all because of one man 
lying. 
 
David Was God’s Chosen – Gives Them Opportunity to Unite the Nation / But Not by Force 
So David comes, the one who was God's chosen and anointed one. He's offering them opportunity to unite a 
nation but he's not going to force himself. So we still see David with absolute surrender to God. Let your will be 
done. If the people receive me back I'll serve and I'll serve with all my heart. If they reject me then so be it. It is 
what it is. So David still is not forcing himself. We see David as still absolute surrender to God as he had said when 
he left the city. But here he is offering them a chance to unify, reunite and follow the one who God had chosen. 
2 Samuel 15:25–26 (NKJV) 25 Then the king said to Zadok, “Carry the ark of God back into the city. If I find favor in the eyes of the LORD, He will 
bring me back and show me both it and His dwelling place. 26 But if He says thus: ‘I have no delight in you,’ here I am, let Him do to me as seems 
good to Him.”  

 
In Absolute Surrender – Never Lay Down the Truth 
Here is a powerful application for us as we take absolute surrender. We say, "Lord let your will be done." But in 
absolute surrender we never lay down a truth. And so there's a truth that David is God's king. And there's a truth 
that he is God's anointed. And therefore David is still living, I'm still God's anointed. I'm still God's king and I'm 



willing to be that to anyone who would let me be. And so an application for you today parents, leaders in any 
ministry, leaders in your schoolyard, people will come and try to tear down your heart. They will come and try to 
make people believe something about your heart that's not true. And many will follow. But that lie does not 
change the truth of who God has made you and what God has destined you to be and you continually live as the 
calling that God has given you. Even if all should turn against you, what you will see is there will still be many that 
will follow because there will still be many who know what calling is upon your life. 
 
And so you have to weather these storms and you can't quit. And you can't listen. You can't believe the lie. You 
can't allow yourself to let the circumstances determine and dictate that you to say, "Maybe I'm not called. Maybe 
I'm not anointed. Maybe that was all just in my head and it was just for a time but it was never the Lord." You can 
never lay that down. You can never believe that lie. You have to live it out even if no one else follows you. You live 
what you know God has put upon you. 
 
I will say this, you are God's chosen treasure. You are His chosen generation of royal priesthood. No matter what 
this world has to say about you, that word of God is true to you and you live it out until the end. It will never 
change who God has called you to be and who God has made you to be and who God considers you to be. 
1 Peter 2:9–10 (NKJV) 9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the 
praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10 who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had 
not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy.  

 
Conclusion 
Well, that was a lot to glean, and we only made it through the first 14 verses.  We will pick up in verse 15 next 
week. 
 
In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  

• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
 
Boldly Come to Throne of Grace 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might work in 
you, and through you. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
End of Study 
 
  



2 Samuel 19:15-43 
 
Recap Chapters 11-18 (About last 10 years) 
Chapter 11 -  David’s Sin with Bathsheba / David’s Sin Against Uriah 
Chapter 12 -  The Lord Judges David’s Sin / David Repents 
Chapter 13 – Ammon’s Sin Against Tamar / Absalom’s Sin Against Ammon 
Chapter 14 – Absalom Returns from Exile 
Chapter 15 – Absalom’s Treason / David Goes on the Run 
Chapter 16 – David Continues Putting Distance Between Him and Absalom  
Chapter 17 – Ahithophel’s Counsel is Defeated by David’s Prayer 
Chapter 18 – Absalom’s Army Defeated / Absalom Killed 
 
David Absolute Surrender / How About You? 
David has brought himself to absolute surrender, that whatever the Lord wills, is good for him, regardless of what 
the Lord wills.  He even can worship in the midst of his great hardship and sorrow.  How about you beloved, how 
did the Lord speak to you about our past study, and how have you responded?  Even now you can lay those things 
down, even now you can confirm the things you responded to. 
2 Samuel 15:25–26 (NKJV) 25 Then the king said to Zadok, “Carry the ark of God back into the city. If I find favor in the eyes of the LORD, He will 
bring me back and show me both it and His dwelling place. 26 But if He says thus: ‘I have no delight in you,’ here I am, let Him do to me as seems 
good to Him.”  

 
2 Samuel 15:32 Now it happened when David had come to the top of the mountain, where he worshiped God—there was Hushai the Archite 
coming to meet him with his robe torn and dust on his head.  

 
Absolute Surrender: 

• Absolute Surrender – Trusts/Praises the Lord Regardless of the Circumstances 

• Absolute Surrender – We Allow Ourselves to be Vulnerable 

• Absolute Surrender - Requires Absolute Repentance. 

• Absolute Surrender – Is Easiest with Obedience 

• Absolute Surrender – Must let God Correct the Wrongs Done to us 

• Absolute Surrender – Trust Prayer over Personal Power 
 
Absolute surrender…… sets the heart free! 
Psalm 119:32 (NKJV) 32 I will run the course of Your commandments, For You shall enlarge my heart.  
 
Psalm 119:32 (NIV84) 32 I run in the path of your commands, for you have set my heart free.  

 
David Kept his Mind Stayed on the Lord 
David is in total peace, as he has turned his life and future over to the Lord completely in his absolute surrender.  
How did David stay in such peace through all this?  He kept his mind stayed on the Lord, because He trusted the 
Lord completely. 
Isaiah 26:3–4 (NKJV) 3 You will keep him in perfect peace, Whose mind is stayed on You, Because he trusts in You. 4 Trust in the LORD forever, For 
in YAH, the LORD, is everlasting strength.  
 
Psalm 61:title–4 (NKJV) To the Chief Musician. On A Stringed Instrument. A Psalm of David. 1 Hear my cry, O God; Attend to my prayer. 2 From 
the end of the earth I will cry to You, When my heart is overwhelmed; Lead me to the rock that is higher than I. 3 For You have been a shelter for 
me, A strong tower from the enemy. 4 I will abide in Your tabernacle forever; I will trust in the shelter of Your wings. Selah  

 
Interpersonal Dealings – Without All the Facts and Truths / Yet Still has to make a Decision 
In our passage today, we have several extremely difficult personal situations for David to navigate through.  They 
are interpersonal situations, that each person or persons he deals with can and will have lifetime consequences.  In 
some of them David does not have all the information needed to make a decision, yet still he has to make a 
decision based on the limited information he has; how many times do you feel yourself in that same situation with 
another person?  In these interpersonal situations that David will have with (no less than ten individuals (like Joab, 
Shemei, Mephibosheth) or groups of individuals (like the Tribe of Judah, or Tribes of Israel, or soldiers who just 



fought with all their heart for his victory), in all these individuals or groups of individuals David will make life 
impacting decisions, without all the information, and…… without him fully knowing the heart of that person/group, 
or them not knowing his heart which makes the situation what it is.  How many times we find ourselves in the 
same place, I don’t know where your heart is towards me and you don’t know where my heart is towards you, and 
here we are in a place that can change both of our futures and even destinies.  Here is what I have found to be 
faithful and true (and that is God’s Word), and there has never been a time in my life when I have had to make a 
decision, some life changing (either for myself or someone I will impact) that God will not show me a passage from 
His Word that applies for that situation I am in…….. if I seek Him and wait upon Him, I can even make wise and 
spiritual decisions, without all the information, without them fully knowing my heart, and them fully knowing 
theirs.  Because we are told, that these “things” that we read here (like todays passage) are for our learning,  

• about God and who He is  

• and what He thinks of us,  

• and on what He wants us to do, with what heart He wants us to do it with (which always is in the way of 
His heart of love).   

So today, God shows us, several times at that, how to handle situations where we don’t have all the information, 
and where we don’t know their heart and they don’t know ours.  So, way more than history here, but powerful life 
applications for our lives. 
Romans 15:4 (NKJV) 4 For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the 
Scriptures might have hope.  
 
1 Corinthians 10:11 (NKJV) 11 Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for our admonition, upon whom the 
ends of the ages have come.  

 
What Might You be Facing Today? 
What might you be in the middle of today?  What interpersonal decisions do you find yourself in, and how should 
you respond to them?  I pray the Lord opens His Word to you, His heart, and give you a direction, and peace in that 
direction you are to take. 
 
Perfect Peace 
And reminder, where and how is perfect peace?  By keeping our mind stayed on Him: 
Isaiah 26:3–4 (NKJV) 3 You will keep him in perfect peace, Whose mind is stayed on You, Because he trusts in You. 4 Trust in the LORD forever, For 
in YAH, the LORD, is everlasting strength.  
 
Psalm 61:title–4 (NKJV) To the Chief Musician. On A Stringed Instrument. A Psalm of David. 1 Hear my cry, O God; Attend to my prayer. 2 From 
the end of the earth I will cry to You, When my heart is overwhelmed; Lead me to the rock that is higher than I. 3 For You have been a shelter for 
me, A strong tower from the enemy. 4 I will abide in Your tabernacle forever; I will trust in the shelter of Your wings. Selah  

 
In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  

• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
 
Boldly Come to Throne of Grace 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might work in 
you, and through you. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
Outline 2 Samuel 19:1-43: 

• Joab Confronts David for Not Supporting the Fighters (19:1-8) 

• The Nation Disputes Who is the King (19:9-10) 

• David Sways the Elders of the Nation and is Asked to Return to be King (19:11-14) 

• The Tribe of Judah Meets David as He Returns to the Land (19:15) 



• Shimei, Ziba, and Tribe of Benjamin Meets David as He Returns to the Land (19:16-23) 

• Mephibosheth Comes to Meet David as He Returns to the Land (19:24-30) 

• Barzillai Comes to Meet David as He Returns to the Land (19:31-40) 

• The Tribes of Israel and Judah Dispute Amongst Themselves (19:41-43) 
 
The Tribe of Judah Meets David as He Returns to the Land (19:15) 
2 Samuel 19:15 Then the king returned and came to the Jordan. And Judah came to Gilgal, to go to meet the 
king, to escort the king across the Jordan.  
 
Judah Comes to Escort 
So the Tribe of Judah comes along David and are first to join the processional of David’s return to Jerusalem and 
the throne. 
 
The 12 Tribes of Israel (are the 12 sons of Jacob): 

• Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Zebulun, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Asher, Joseph (later Ephraim and 
Manasseh), Benjamin 

 
Later Divide / 50 Years from Now 
The 12 Tribes that were once a nation will divide, and in our passage today we see the beginning of that, although 
it won’t come into completely happening until after the death of the next king, king Solomon (son of David).  So 
today will be the beginning of what will stew and simmer for about 50 years before coming to full boil. 

• Northern Kingdom 
o Reuben, Simeon, Issachar, Zebulun, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Asher, Joseph (later Ephraim and 

Manasseh) 

• Southern Kingdom 
o Judah, Benjamin, Levi 

 
Typology of Jesus / Why Return / Why Should You Return 
2 Samuel 19:15 Then the king returned  - As we looked at in our Easter Message, we see many pictures and types 
of David as a picture and type of Jesus.  And we asked why did David do it? Why return back to Jerusalem for more 
trouble and attacks upon him?  Why not just retire in the comfort of where he is at up there in Mahanaim, a walled 
fortified city, being taken care of by the wealthy Barzillai?  The reason, for love and glory. David truly loves the 
people, and he desires to see the glory of God upon Israel through a united nation (one body), and the Temple 
being built (where the very presence of God will dwell).  Why did Jesus do it? Why did He come back, for the same 
reason.  For love and for glory. He loves you, and He is seeking to build a body, a church, a bride, where the glory 
of God will dwell and all the earth will see His glory.  And so maybe you find yourself in a hard place in ministry. 
You'll just have to ask yourself why do you do it? And I pray that you'll come to the place that David did, and Jesus, 
because of love and glory 
 

Don’t Do It – Don’t touch the Lord’s Anointed 
Shimei, Ziba, and Tribe of Benjamin Meets David as He Returns to the Land (19:16-23) 
2 Samuel 19:16 And Shimei the son of Gera, a Benjamite, who was from Bahurim, hurried and came down with 
the men of Judah to meet King David.  
2 Samuel 19:17 There were a thousand men of Benjamin with him, and Ziba the servant of the house of Saul, 
and his fifteen sons and his twenty servants with him; and they went over the Jordan before the king.  
2 Samuel 19:18 Then a ferryboat went across to carry over the king’s household, and to do what he thought 
good. Now Shimei the son of Gera fell down before the king when he had crossed the Jordan.  
2 Samuel 19:19 Then he said to the king, “Do not let my lord impute iniquity to me, or remember what wrong 
your servant did on the day that my lord the king left Jerusalem, that the king should take it to heart.  
2 Samuel 19:20 For I, your servant, know that I have sinned. Therefore here I am, the first to come today of all 
the house of Joseph to go down to meet my lord the king.”  



2 Samuel 19:21 But Abishai the son of Zeruiah answered and said, “Shall not Shimei be put to death for this, 
because he cursed the LORD’s anointed?”  
 
Remember Shimei 
Remember Shimei?  He was cursing and kicking up dirt at David when he was fleeing Absalom a few weeks back?  
Opps, don’t think he expected this?  This is an uncomfortable moment, a true Southwest Airlines commercial, 
“Want to Get Away”. 
2 Samuel 16:5–6 (NKJV) 5 Now when King David came to Bahurim, there was a man from the family of the house of Saul, whose name was 
Shimei the son of Gera, coming from there. He came out, cursing continuously as he came. 6 And he threw stones at David and at all the servants 
of King David. And all the people and all the mighty men were on his right hand and on his left.  

 
Repent Before David Won 
I don’t think Shimei is truly sorrow, I think he just recognizes the situation for what it is, and that is that David 
defeated his foes, and is returning to be king.  If Shimei was truly sorry for his actions, for cursing the Lord’s 
anointed, then he would have come to David and repented when he was up in Mahanaim, before the battle, not 
after. 
 
David Would Not Touch Hem of Saul / Shimei Touches Lord’s Anointed / Christian – Don’t Do It 
Shemei had no problem cursing David, laying charge against the Lord’s anointed.  But remember David would not 
even touch the hem of Saul's garment. The equivalent to that today would be ripping off the general's colors that 
are on his sleeve on his shoulder, to say, "I rip off your authority and your power, and disrespect you." And so 
David wouldn't even touch the hem, which were the equivalents. And here we saw Shimei come in, he has no 
problem when he came and he cursed the Lord's anointed. And it's so prevalent today. Christians have no 
problem, and I'm talking Christians, I'm not talking the news medias, the liberal news medias or anything like that, 
I'm talking Christians touching the Lord's anointed. It's like open season, no reserve, Christian tearing down 
Christian. Christians tearing down leaders in authority or in the Church. Every Christian is the Lord's anointed, and 
take it another level, every person is God's creation. Who has the right to lay a charge against God's creation, and 
who God would die for?  Don’t do it Christian for you have seen in these chapters that every last person that 
touched the lord’s anointed, was diminished (either through death, or property, or position), but they were 
diminished, and that is what will happen to you if you touch the Lord’s anointed (choosen/treasure)! 
1 Samuel 24:4–6 (NKJV) 4 Then the men of David said to him, “This is the day of which the LORD said to you, ‘Behold, I will deliver your enemy 
into your hand, that you may do to him as it seems good to you.’ ” And David arose and secretly cut off a corner of Saul’s robe. 5 Now it 
happened afterward that David’s heart troubled him because he had cut Saul’s robe. 6 And he said to his men, “The LORD forbid that I should do 
this thing to my master, the LORD’s anointed, to stretch out my hand against him, seeing he is the anointed of the LORD.”  
 
1 Peter 2:9–10 (NKJV) 9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the 
praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10 who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had 
not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy.  

 
Every person who in this chapter and past chapters that touched the Lord’s anointed…. Was diminished! 

 
Amplified with Social Media 
An oh boy, how this has been amplified with this social media. People think and they type, they have no thought of 
what they're saying, and they're putting it out there for the whole world.  Christian, think before you tweet.  Did 
you know the Library of congress collected and archived every tweet from 2006-2017, every last one of them!  So 
every tweet ever sent is preserved for all of history.  I’m sure Facebook saves every last post, regardless of what 
they say.  Now in 2018 they (Library Congress) said they will only archive ones deemed ‘historical”.  Regardless, 
they are all recorded before the Lord, and we are held accountable before God for every word and every post.  
Beloved, don’t touch the Lord’s anointed, His Bride, His treasure, His son, His daughter.   
Matthew 12:34–37 (NKJV) 34 Brood of vipers! How can you, being evil, speak good things? For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaks. 35 A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good things, and an evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth evil 
things. 36 But I say to you that for every idle word men may speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgment. 37 For by your words you 
will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.”  

 
 
 



My What David Models for Us here 
David is so gracious and merciful, and he says you won’t die today.  My oh my, what David models for us, what 
humility, what mercy, but never at the expense of what is just and true. 
Micah 6:8 (NKJV) 8 He has shown you, O man, what is good; And what does the LORD require of you But to do justly, To love mercy, And to walk 

humbly with your God?  

 

David not Coming Back with Vengeance – But There is a time When Law Will Judge Your Heart 
2 Samuel 19:22 And David said, “What have I to do with you, you sons of Zeruiah, that you should be adversaries 
to me today? Shall any man be put to death today in Israel? For do I not know that today I am king over Israel?”  
2 Samuel 19:23 Therefore the king said to Shimei, “You shall not die.” And the king swore to him.  
 
David Gives Mercy / Sends Message to Israel he Not Coming Back with Vengeance 
Verse 23, look at the mercy of David. He's giving Shimei a chance to live. He doesn't trust him. He's going to let 
Shimei play it out see if his words are true. He's going to tell his son Solomon, "Don't trust him." So David never 
really felt confident in this repentance of Shimei but in his great grace he lets Shimei live. He sending a message to 
all Israel, "I will be gracious and merciful even to those who have turned against me." He would have had Shimei 
killed. He'd have been sending a message to all of Israel, "I'm coming back with a vengeance." Instead he's proven 
that he's coming back with grace. This whole passage, everyone he meets, these 10 individuals or groups, he deals 
with them with grace and mercy. There's a word there for us, when in doubt err on the side of grace and mercy. If 
you don't know the answer, err on the side of grace and mercy and let God be God and trust Him. Continue your 
absolute surrender and that's what David's doing here. 
 
If Only Ahithophel Knew Heart of King 
If only Ahithophel would have known the heart of the king.  And I pray for anyone here today that maybe you think 
all is hopeless and loss, futile and empty, and you are considering taking your life, the God of heaven and earth 
cries out to you that He loves you, and He receives you, and it is never too little, nor too late, for you and Him to 
have intimacy and love, and no matter what you have done, He receives you. 
Matthew 11:28–30 (NKJV) 28 Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn 
from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”  

 
David Gives Word to Solomon Regarding Shemei 
But David's going to tell his son Solomon, "Don't trust him." And so Solomon will read in First Kings, he's going to 
tell Shimei, "You leave your plot of ground that speaks to me that you disrespect. My father and you disrespect me 
and there will be a price to pay." And Shimei will, he will absolutely disregard the grace and mercy that had been 
given to him. And rather than being faithful to the king and the kingdom he's going to be selfish for himself. And I 
think there's a biblical application of salvation where God continually gives us grace and mercy but then there's a 
time where He says, "The law will judge you in your heart." And that's what's going to happen to Shimei. But for 
today, David continues to show grace and mercy. 
1 Kings 2:8–9 (NKJV) 8 “And see, you have with you Shimei the son of Gera, a Benjamite from Bahurim, who cursed me with a malicious curse in 
the day when I went to Mahanaim. But he came down to meet me at the Jordan, and I swore to him by the LORD, saying, ‘I will not put you to 
death with the sword.’ 9 Now therefore, do not hold him guiltless, for you are a wise man and know what you ought to do to him; but bring his 
gray hair down to the grave with blood.”  
 
1 Kings 2:36–46 (NKJV) 36 Then the king sent and called for Shimei, and said to him, “Build yourself a house in Jerusalem and dwell there, and do 
not go out from there anywhere. 37 For it shall be, on the day you go out and cross the Brook Kidron, know for certain you shall surely die; your 
blood shall be on your own head.” 38 And Shimei said to the king, “The saying is good. As my lord the king has said, so your servant will do.” So 
Shimei dwelt in Jerusalem many days. 39 Now it happened at the end of three years, that two slaves of Shimei ran away to Achish the son of 
Maachah, king of Gath. And they told Shimei, saying, “Look, your slaves are in Gath!” 40 So Shimei arose, saddled his donkey, and went to Achish 
at Gath to seek his slaves. And Shimei went and brought his slaves from Gath. 41 And Solomon was told that Shimei had gone from Jerusalem to 
Gath and had come back. 42 Then the king sent and called for Shimei, and said to him, “Did I not make you swear by the LORD, and warn you, 
saying, ‘Know for certain that on the day you go out and travel anywhere, you shall surely die’? And you said to me, ‘The word I have heard is 
good.’ 43 Why then have you not kept the oath of the LORD and the commandment that I gave you?” 44 The king said moreover to Shimei, “You 
know, as your heart acknowledges, all the wickedness that you did to my father David; therefore the LORD will return your wickedness on your 
own head. 45 But King Solomon shall be blessed, and the throne of David shall be established before the LORD forever.” 46 So the king commanded 
Benaiah the son of Jehoiada; and he went out and struck him down, and he died. Thus the kingdom was established in the hand of Solomon.  

 
 



Woman caught in Adultery – Go and Sin No More 
I'm reminded of the woman caught in adultery. Total set up 'cause they didn't bring the man. But Jesus gives grace 
and he gives mercy, but he gives her command, "Go and sin no more." And so it was her determination from that 
point on, will she obey the word of God and the heart of God after receiving the grace and mercy of God? And so it 
is before us this picture of Shimei, given grace and mercy by the King and the King's son, will he still honor the 
grace and mercy that was extended to him and obey the word that was given to him by the King's son? 
John 8:10–11 (NKJV) 10 When Jesus had raised Himself up and saw no one but the woman, He said to her, “Woman, where are those accusers of 
yours? Has no one condemned you?” 11 She said, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus said to her, “Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no more.”  

 

Be on Guard – Never Lack of Head Loppers (No Grace & Mercy) 
Never Lack Those who Want to Lop Off heads / If Not Sure – Error on the Side of Grace 
But no this, like Abishai, there will never be a lacking those around you who have no grace and mercy. They just 
have a law and they want everyone dealt with, except themselves, according to the law. Abishai, he wants Shimei 
killed because he cursed the Lord's anointed. Now Abishai of course he doesn't hold himself to the law as he and 
his brother killed Abner in cold blood. So be on guard, some will come and they will have the law and what they 
say will be right, but they will never be in the heart of grace and mercy, and you're gonna have to listen through 
those things to what God's telling you. Is it the time for grace and mercy? Is today that day? Or is today the day 
where you have to exercise judgment? And if you're not sure, then today's the day of grace and mercy. 
 
Mephibosheth Comes to Meet David as He Returns to the Land (19:24-30) 
2 Samuel 19:24 Now Mephibosheth the son of Saul came down to meet the king. And he had not cared for his 
feet, nor trimmed his mustache, nor washed his clothes, from the day the king departed until the day he 
returned in peace.  
2 Samuel 19:25 So it was, when he had come to Jerusalem to meet the king, that the king said to him, “Why did 
you not go with me, Mephibosheth?”  
2 Samuel 19:26 And he answered, “My lord, O king, my servant deceived me. For your servant said, ‘I will saddle 
a donkey for myself, that I may ride on it and go to the king,’ because your servant is lame.  
2 Samuel 19:27 And he has slandered your servant to my lord the king, but my lord the king is like the angel of 
God. Therefore do what is good in your eyes.  
2 Samuel 19:28 For all my father’s house were but dead men before my lord the king. Yet you set your servant 
among those who eat at your own table. Therefore what right have I still to cry out anymore to the king?”  
2 Samuel 19:29 So the king said to him, “Why do you speak anymore of your matters? I have said, ‘You and Ziba 
divide the land.’ ”  
2 Samuel 19:30 Then Mephibosheth said to the king, “Rather, let him take it all, inasmuch as my lord the king 
has come back in peace to his own house.”  
 
Remember Mephibosheth 
Remember Mephibosheth, he is the son of Jonathan (grandson of Saul), and because of David’s love and 
relationship with Jonathan, David takes Mephibosheth in as his own son, and he eats daily at the table of the king.  
He was lame in both feet due to being dropped and crushed upon as a child.  Ziba was put over charge to serve 
him as appointed by David.  But when David was fleeing Absalom and leaving Jerusalem, Ziba came with provisions 
for David’s flight, and when David said where is Mephibosheth, Ziba said he is staying behind to claim the throne of 
Israel now that you are leaving.  So David gave all that belong to Mephibosheth to Ziba.  Rather quick response 
before hearing both sides of the story, but that is what David had done. 
2 Samuel 9:13 (NKJV) 13 So Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem, for he ate continually at the king’s table. And he was lame in both his feet.  
 
2 Samuel 16:3–4 (NKJV) 3 Then the king said, “And where is your master’s son?” And Ziba said to the king, “Indeed he is staying in Jerusalem, for 
he said, ‘Today the house of Israel will restore the kingdom of my father to me.’ ” 4 So the king said to Ziba, “Here, all that belongs to 
Mephibosheth is yours.” And Ziba said, “I humbly bow before you, that I may find favor in your sight, my lord, O king!”  

 
Someone is Lying 
So here we are now on David’s return, and what we clearly know is……someone is lying. That's a fact. Someone is 
lying, and David is in the middle of somebody's lie. Or both of them are lying. And David's in the middle and he has 
to make a decision about who's lying. And it's clear to us, God doesn't reveal to him who the liar is.  And you can 



experience that clearly today, you can hear two stories and know someone is lying, and the two of them can sit in 
the same room together and for two hours you can hear both sides of the story, and know you are not getting the 
whole story from one, or both of them, and you can stay there all day and still never get to the truth. 
 
Mephibosheth is Unkept 
Do I think Mephibosheth planned a rebellion? I don't think so. I think there's something to be said about being 
unkept as he is. But there is a place, that if he did plan a rebellion, he like Shemei, he would have to consider, "I'm 
a dead man. I'm a dead man for betraying David." So it sounds like brokenness, it sounds like humility, it sounds 
like "I don't want anything". But the fact is, he's in a position that, be it any other king than David, he would be a 
dead man. And truly the same would be for Ziba, that his life is in jeopardy, because he has to know, David has to 
realize somebody's lying, so if he was the liar, he could be killed, if Mephiboseth was the liar and David believed it. 
So somebody's going to die, if it be any other king.   But David, he doesn't get bogged down in it. He just says, "You 
two divide it. I don't have time to talk about this anymore." 
 

Got a Kingdom to Build – Seek First the Kingdom of God 
Power of David’s Action – Not Coming Back With Vengeance / But A Focus on Kingdom 
There's the power of an application for us. You know what? David doesn't have time to get bogged down in the 
something that truly isn't going to have the biggest impact on the kingdom. He's just moving on and he's not going 
to be distracted by it even when it's something personal and emotional as Mephibosheth was to him. We're going 
to see David still be faithful to Mephibosheth in a few chapters from now, so it does kind of tell me that David 
believes Mephibosheth's story (but I can’t be sure). But in any case, David has a role greater than caring about 
these things of land and money and servants, he's got a kingdom to unite. So once again, he's not going to kill 
anyone today, he's not going to send a message that I'm coming back and I'm coming back with a vengeance.  
 

But David's coming back and he's going to focus on what's important, the kingdom. 
 
Seek First the Kingdom 
Jesus would say to us, "Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added unto 
you." David's going to seek first the kingdom and he's going to trust that God's going to take care of the rest. I think 
each and every one of us needs to be on guard for how Satan loves to pull us down into these low-level skirmishes, 
that in the end mean nothing. David's not going to get entangled with it. He's just going to say, "I don’t have time 
to talk anymore about this." So you need to do the same, Christian. Be on guard, don't get yourself wrapped up 
into these interpersonal issues between people that do nothing but distract from the kingdom of what called us to 
do and the important things that God would have us to do. 
Matthew 6:33 (NKJV) 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.  

 

Barzillai Willing to Risk it All – And Get Involved 
Barzillai Comes to Meet David as He Returns to the Land (19:31-40) 
2 Samuel 19:31 And Barzillai the Gileadite came down from Rogelim and went across the Jordan with the king, 
to escort him across the Jordan.  
2 Samuel 19:32 Now Barzillai was a very aged man, eighty years old. And he had provided the king with supplies 
while he stayed at Mahanaim, for he was a very rich man.  
2 Samuel 19:33 And the king said to Barzillai, “Come across with me, and I will provide for you while you are 
with me in Jerusalem.”  
 
Risks It All / No Bandwagon 
I love Barzillai in that he risks his whole life, he risks his whole family, he risks his whole wealth to follow God's 
king, King David. And he would have been found out had Absalom been victorious, Barzillai would have been a 
dead man. His family, all of his wealth, and yet he chooses to follow David, regardless of the cost. Now David's 
come into his kingdom again and Barzillai greets him. It's easy to be an Eagles fan the day after the Superbowl in 
what is considered a great upset over the defending champion; but here, Barzillai, he's not bandwagon. And all 
these people coming before David, David can question the intents of their heart, but not Barzillai, because Barzillai 



proved his heart before things went down, he was with David even when David was outnumbered and 
overmatched and a great underdog, Barzillai threw his support behind David, willing to lay his life down at all costs. 
 
I think the stronger the culture is against Christianity, the stronger a picture likes this becomes for the followers of 
Christ. To which, all I can say to you, it will be worth it. Because when Jesus comes to his kingdom the second time, 
as King of Kings, we'll be with him. 
 
2 Samuel 19:34 But Barzillai said to the king, “How long have I to live, that I should go up with the king to 
Jerusalem?  
2 Samuel 19:35 I am today eighty years old. Can I discern between the good and bad? Can your servant taste 
what I eat or what I drink? Can I hear any longer the voice of singing men and singing women? Why then should 
your servant be a further burden to my lord the king?  
2 Samuel 19:36 Your servant will go a little way across the Jordan with the king. And why should the king repay 
me with such a reward?  
 
I’m Old 
Barzillai is saying I am old, really old (and the equivalent of his age today would be like 120).  He says I am soon to 
pass, so old is this body my taste buds are shot (oh that would be terrible), my choppers can’t chomp.  I can’t hear, 
I couldn’t tell the difference between singing and mourning (good or bad).   
 
An elderly man was telling his neighbor, 'I just bought a new hearing aid. It cost me four thousand dollars, but it's 
state of the art. It's perfect.' 'Really,' answered the neighbor 'What kind is it?' ' Twelve thirty.' 
 
An elderly man thinking his wife was losing her hearing went about 20' behind her and asked  "Can you hear me 
sweetheart?' No reply. Moved to 10' and inquired again.  No reply. 5' and not a word.  A few inches behind ear, he 
asked "Can you hear me now honey"? His wife said "For the fourth time, yes." 
 
Barzillai is old, he just wants to relax in his favorite easy chair in the quiet of his home. 
 

Barzillai Leaves a Legacy for his Son 
2 Samuel 19:37 Please let your servant turn back again, that I may die in my own city, near the grave of my 
father and mother. But here is your servant Chimham; let him cross over with my lord the king, and do for him 
what seems good to you.”  
2 Samuel 19:38 And the king answered, “Chimham shall cross over with me, and I will do for him what seems 
good to you. Now whatever you request of me, I will do for you.”  
2 Samuel 19:39 Then all the people went over the Jordan. And when the king had crossed over, the king kissed 
Barzillai and blessed him, and he returned to his own place.  
2 Samuel 19:40 Now the king went on to Gilgal, and Chimham went on with him. And all the people of Judah 
escorted the king, and also half the people of Israel.  
 
David Divides Land – But Barzillai Gives Son / What Lawyers Can Divided / Leaves Legacy 
But here we see David dividing up land between Ziba and Mephibosheth, and as we've said, if what we leave is 
only something that can be divided up, then we have left nothing. If some lawyer can divide up, then we have left 
nothing. But here is Barzillai, he'll leave his son, most of the historians agree that this young man that he gives unto 
David is his very own son, and here we see a legacy that's left, a man who's old, passing off, but he left a legacy 
that will continue, a legacy that will follow the true king. And his son willingly follows because he trusted his father, 
and then eventually he becomes his own king, and he's willing to follow this king. We will see in Book of Jeremiah 
that Chimham makes his roots in Bethlehem and stays near the king.  Beautiful picture for each and every one of 
us moms and dads, the greatest legacy we'll leave are children that will follow the King. 
Jeremiah 41:17 (NKJV) 17 And they departed and dwelt in the habitation of Chimham, which is near Bethlehem, as they went on their way to 
Egypt,  

 
 



Leaves a Legacy / Time is Short 
So, Barzillai, he leaves a legacy so strong that his son follows the king and establishes himself in the kingdom, even 
after David is no longer king. It's an amazing legacy that this man has left his son, and his family, and his grandkids. 
And allow me to digress for one minute, but the application is necessary. You read the paper this week? Two 
launches by Vladimir Putin within a week's time, to demonstrate, and herald, and warn the United States that he 
has a missile that can evade our radar detection system and our intercept system, because it is hypersonic, and the 
launch position puts it in a place that's even harder to detect coming over the poles, the North or South, rather 
than across oceans.  And he calls that weapon, translated from Russian into English, Satan 2, to which I'll say, the 
Russian bear is fully awake, as I spoke about in our prophecy update on January 1st, and you can watch that, 
review that back out online, but the Russian bear, Russia, has come out of hibernation. Vladimir Putin is wanting 
way more than money and power. He wants to return Russia to its former glory, the motherland to him, which 
would be his legacy of returning Russia to the greatness that it once was, before it came down, trying to keep up 
with America in the Cold War. 
 
These are truly perilous times, as the Bible said, and we're seeing prophetic pieces come into high definition clarity 
before our very eyes. And therefore, we know our redemption draw near. We need to be ready personally, for 
Mom and Dad. We need to be ready, and ready our children. We need to leave them a legacy that when we're 
parted, or not, that they will follow Christ, follow the king. So that is today's work, today's calling. It is surely not 
something that we can put off. Regardless of their age, we need to be investing spiritual seeds into their life. 
 
Mom/Dad – Seek First the Kingdom (For You and Your Kids) 
Moms and Dads, seek first the kingdom of God, not just for yourselves, but for your children.  Leave a legacy that 
cannot be divided up by lawyers, or consumed by fire. 
Matthew 6:33 (NKJV) 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.  

 
The Tribes of Israel and Judah Dispute Amongst Themselves (19:41-43) 
2 Samuel 19:41 Just then all the men of Israel came to the king, and said to the king, “Why have our brethren, 
the men of Judah, stolen you away and brought the king, his household, and all David’s men with him across the 
Jordan?”  
2 Samuel 19:42 So all the men of Judah answered the men of Israel, “Because the king is a close relative of ours. 
Why then are you angry over this matter? Have we ever eaten at the king’s expense? Or has he given us any 
gift?”  
2 Samuel 19:43 And the men of Israel answered the men of Judah, and said, “We have ten shares in the king; 
therefore we also have more right to David than you. Why then do you despise us—were we not the first to 
advise bringing back our king?” Yet the words of the men of Judah were fiercer than the words of the men of 
Israel.  
 
Beginning of Division 
So here, verse 43, we see the beginning, or should we say the seed of the root of bitterness and how it'll spread. 
But we are seeing the beginning of a divided nation and it will come to fruition here. Jesus said, "Every kingdom 
divided against itself shall not stand." 
 
Divisive People Think Spiritual – but Most Carnal 
Verse 43, I find it ever so interesting that the people who are most often the most divisive, the ones who cause the 
most envy, and strife, and division in a church, they themselves usually look upon themselves as the most spiritual. 
They feel, and react, to what they believe is their superior spirituality. Yet, in 1 Corinthians 3, Paul will call them 
carnal and babes. Paul's literally saying they're the least mature in the church, if this is what they're doing, causing 
strife and division because of their envy. 
1 Corinthians 3:1–3 (NKJV) 1 And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual people but as to carnal, as to babes in Christ. 2 I fed you with 
milk and not with solid food; for until now you were not able to receive it, and even now you are still not able; 3 for you are still carnal. For where 
there are envy, strife, and divisions among you, are you not carnal and behaving like mere men?  

 
 



Greatest in Kingdom – Servant of All 
I am reminded of the last Supper, the night before the crucifixion.   
John 13:5 After that, He poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with 
the towel with which He was girded.  
 
Jesus laid Down Glory to Come to Earth – Lays it Down Here to Serve 
Just as Jesus laid aside His earthly garments, Philippians 2 says He laid aside His garments of glory to come and 
dwell among us 
Philippians 2:5–11 (NKJV) 5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to 
be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8 And being 

found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. 9 Therefore God 
also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in 
heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father.  

 
Common Practice to Wash Feet when Came to House / Usually relegated to the Slave if there was One 
Now, regarding this foot washing, in eastern lands, the use of open sandals made it necessary to wash one’s feet 
frequently. It was common courtesy for a host to arrange to have a slave wash the feet of his guests. Here the 
divine Host became the slave and performed this lowly service. “Jesus at the feet of the traitor—what a picture! 
What lessons for us!” 
 
Catch the Scene / Triclinium – U-shaped  
So catch the scene, they are all laying around eating.  The disciples would eat a formal meal like this at a table 
known as a triclinium. This was a low (coffee-table height), U-shaped table. The guests would sit, and their status 
at the meal was reflected by how close they were seated to the host or leader of the meal. Because the table was 
low, they didn’t sit on chairs. They leaned on pillows, with their feet behind them. This meant that dirty feet could 
be unpleasantly close to the table during the meal. So the unwashed feet were conspicuous. 
 
Not One of 12 Chose to do This 
Isn't it amazing that not one of the 12 chose to do this? It didn't even occur to them, wash another's feet.  So here 
they all are being fed, relaxing on the cushions, laughing and relaxing, and then Jesus stands up and puts on the 
towel, and then starts to pour water into the basin, and the sound of the water would have been deafening.  
Everyone will realize, wow why didn’t I do that, why did I look past it, and now leave it to Jesus to do.  But I will tell 
you  what I think, and you can piece it together from the other Gospel’s, it was during this meal that the disciples 
started to debate who was going to be the greatest in the Kingdom.  I can easily see that as they are having their 
debate, Jesus takes off His garments, girds the towel, and the water begins to pour, and how that room must have 
grown deafening silent, as Jesus begins to wash feet, and speaks of who is the greatest in the Kingdom.  How after 
this great act and demonstration, they must have been left and inch high. 
Luke 22:24–27 (NKJV) 24 Now there was also a dispute among them, as to which of them should be considered the greatest. 25 And He said to 
them, “The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and those who exercise authority over them are called ‘benefactors.’ 26 But not so 
among you; on the contrary, he who is greatest among you, let him be as the younger, and he who governs as he who serves. 27 For who is 
greater, he who sits at the table, or he who serves? Is it not he who sits at the table? Yet I am among you as the One who serves.  

 
Want to be Great – not Repent, but Serve 
“Don’t be like the Gentiles who seek to lord it over others,” Jesus said. “If you want to be great in the kingdom, you 
must be the servant of all” (see Matthew 20:25, 26). Notice that Jesus didn’t say, “If you want to be great, repent,” 
but rather, “If you want to be great, here’s how: Be the servant of all.”  
Matthew 20:26–28 (NKJV) 26 Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant. 27 And 
whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your slave—28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His 
life a ransom for many.”  

 
Not One of 12 Chose to do This / The Danger of ‘the Chosen” 
Isn't it amazing that not one of the 12 chose to do this? It didn't even occur to them, wash another's feet, after all 
they were the 12 they were the inner circle they were the chosen ones.  How careful we need to be we can think 
that were the chosen ones, whether that be we’re chosen by Christ therefore we don't serve the world around us. 



We’re in some leadership position in the ministry, or in the workplace, forget the very base things in the home of 
being a servant to the family to the wife to the children. We forget in the workplace there we’re still servants 
because that's what Jesus taught us to be his servants. I think it's such a great danger for us in the workplace to 
forget they we’re servants, and we can reach a leadership position in the workplace, and no longer serve the 
people because we forget what were called to be and do. May we always just look at the Jesus model and the 
servant of all. 
 
Want to Lose Servant Heart – Look at Other People / Become Critical and Resentful 
By the way, if you want to lose your servant heart, take your eyes off that you are ministering unto the Lord, and 
start looking at the people, and you will surely find yourself critical and resentful for being treated like a servant. 
Matthew 20:26–28 (NKJV) 26 Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant. 27 And 
whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your slave—28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His 
life a ransom for many.”  

 
In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  

• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
 
Boldly Come to Throne of Grace 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might work in 
you, and through you. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
Prayer Points: 
Don’t Do It – Don’t touch the Lord’s Anointed 
David not Coming Back with Vengeance – But There is a time When Law Will Judge Your Heart 
Be on Guard – Never Lack of Head Loppers (No Grace & Mercy) 
Got a Kingdom to Build – Seek First the Kingdom of God 
Barzillai Willing to Risk it All – And Get Involved 
Barzillai Leaves a Legacy for his Son 
Greatest in Kingdom – Servant of All 
 
End of Study 
 
  



Easter 2018 
2 Samuel 19:15 
 
Greetings 
2 Corinthians 5:17 (NKJV) 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; 
behold, all things have become new.  
 
Happy Easter to you, and happy indeed, for He is alive, Oh He's alive and I'm forgiven, Heaven's gates are open 
wide, He's alive! 
 
Let’s get out to greet one another, and as you do, say “He’s Alive”. 
 
Bible in Hand 
If you didn’t come with Bible in hand, please raise your hand and we will get you a Bible so that you may follow 
along with us, as everything we do and believe here is based on the Bible, which is the very Word and breath and 
heart of God. 
 
If I Be Lifted Up – Will Draw All Men to Myself 
Jesus said if I be lifted up, I will draw all men to myself.  I pray you see the Lord high and lifted up before you today; 
and I pray God will speak to your heart right now that He wants to draw you to himself, to speak something special 
to you and your heart.  God, the Creator of the universe, the Mighty and Awesome God, wants a personal 
audience with you today, to speak to and touch your heart, by opening up and revealing His heart to you.  Let’s 
prepare our hearts to meet His. 
John 12:32 (KJV 1900) 32 And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.  

 
Let’s Pray 
 
Then the King Returned 
We have been studying through here for the last few months the life of King David, and we ended our study last 
week at verse 14 of chapter 19 in Second Samuel.  Verse 15 reads…….. 
2 Samuel 19:15 (NKJV) 15 Then the king returned and came to the Jordan. And Judah came to Gilgal, to go to meet 
the king, to escort the king across the Jordan.  
 
Then the king returned and for us today, the King has come. It's what we live for. 
 
Hosea 12 / Similitudes 
Hosea 12, verse 10 says that the Lord spoke through prophets and similitudes. That means to resemble, compare, 
to make like, a parable (a truth cast alongside a story). We see pictures of that here in the life of David but of 
course it can only go so far, as only Jesus can fulfill the pictures perfectly. 
Hosea 12:10 (KJV 1900) 10 I have also spoken by the prophets, and I have multiplied visions, And used similitudes, 
by the ministry of the prophets.  
 
Studying Life of David 
The life of David we have been studying.  

• He has been chosen and anointed by God.  

• He is the lineage of the savior, that through him and through his seed will come the savior.  

• We see David. He fights for, he delivers, and he loves the nation.  

• He brings the glory of God, the ark of the covenant, into and back to the nation. 
 
David’s son Rebels 
But then his son Absalom rebels, steals the heart of the people by misrepresenting his heart. He takes the throne 
of David and humiliates David's household publicly. He sends David into exile. David's as good as dead before the 



nation, while he's on the run and in exile. But then Absalom is defeated, and it's really miraculously that he's 
defeated with such overwhelming odds that were against David's army, yet David's army prevailed. 
 
People Say Come Back 
Then the people say to David, come back. 
 
Then the King Returned 
2 Samuel 19:15 (NKJV) 15 Then the king returned ……….. 
 
Why Come Back? 
Why come back? Why go through all this would be the question that I would ask David? He has it good at 
Mahanaim. It's a walled city. He's safe. He's protected. He's being taken care of by a very wealthy man, Barzillai, 
we see. He could retire and live out his life in ease and comfort. Why go back to Jerusalem and face more 
opposition, more attacks, more war, more threats? Why go back? 
 
Then the King Returned 
2 Samuel 19:15 (NKJV) 15 Then the king returned ……….. 
 
Why? – For 2 Reasons 
For two reasons. Love and glory.  

• One, he truly loves the people,  
• and secondly, he has a nation to build for God's glory. A nation that all the world will look at and see what 

a nation can be whose God is the Lord, and he has a temple to build that is burning upon his heart, where 
the glory of God, the Shekinah glory of God will fill that place. David comes back because of love and 
glory. 

 
Hosea 12 / Similitudes 
Hosea 12, verse 10 says that the Lord spoke through prophets and similitudes. That means to resemble, compare, 
to make like. We see pictures of that here in the life of David but of course it can only go so far, as only Jesus can 
fulfill the pictures perfectly. 
Hosea 12:10 (KJV 1900) 10 I have also spoken by the prophets, and I have multiplied visions, And used similitudes, 
by the ministry of the prophets.  
 
Why – Love & Glory 
Why did Jesus do it, why did He return? Why this cup that we hold in our hands today and two things to say the 
least? Love and glory. 
 
This Cup is Wrapped in Love & Glory 
This cup has significant meaning, and what's wrapped in it is love and glory.  Let’s turn to the night Jesus held the 
bread and cup in His hands, hours before the cross, “The Why He Did It – The Why He Returned”. 
 
Matthew 26:1-5 – You Know, but They Didn’t  
Matthew 26, verses 1 through 4. He says to them, you know that the Son of Man will be crucified in a few days, but 
they didn't. They really didn't know. 
Matthew 26:1–5 (NKJV) 1 Now it came to pass, when Jesus had finished all these sayings, that He said to His 
disciples, 2 “You know that after two days is the Passover, and the Son of Man will be delivered up to be crucified.” 
3 Then the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders of the people assembled at the palace of the high priest, who 
was called Caiaphas, 4 and plotted to take Jesus by trickery and kill Him. 5 But they said, “Not during the feast, lest 
there be an uproar among the people.”  
 
 
 



1 Cor 15:3-4 
1 Corinthians 15:3–4 (NKJV) 3 For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our 
sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the 
Scriptures,  
 
Exactly As Scriptures Said / Exactly and Right on Time 
All the way back in Matthew 21, we read Jesus' triumphal entry into Jerusalem. He came in exactly as God had 
said. He came in on the 10th of Nisan in accordance with Daniel chapter 9, verse 25, exactly 173,880 days as the 
prophesy was given when it was time to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem and start counting. For in 483 years, which 
is 173,880 days, based on the Babylon calendar of that time (360 days in a year), the Messiah, the Prince would 
come. In our Julian calendar, that is on April 6, 32AD, Jesus Christ rides into Jerusalem and is heralded the Savior.  
Why the change from the Babylonian calendar to the Julian calendar?  Because the Julian calendar, the calendar 
the whole world is one, is based off and on, the birth of Jesus Christ.  The whole world is on Jesus-Time.  So if you 
are a skeptic listening in today, and say Jesus was a mystical made up figure, not a real person in history, you have 
to ask how could a mystical figure change the whole worlds time accounting.  Jesus Christ is so radical, that He 
divided time!  Divided the old (BC) to the new (AD), and He will do that for anyone here today 
 
So, it was on the 10th of Nisan that you would bring a lamb into the house and four days later be sacrificed at the 
temple, as the Passover lamb. So Jesus, the Lamb of God who would take away the sins of the world had perfect 
timing, right on time because Jesus is always right on time. Rides into the Jerusalem, on the 10th of Nisan. 
 
On the 14th of Nisan, the lamb was slain. You remember the story back in Exodus. It was that day that the blood 
then would be put over the doorposts and the angel of death would therefore pass over. 
Matthew 21:6–9 (NKJV) 6 So the disciples went and did as Jesus commanded them. 7 They brought the donkey and the colt, laid their clothes on 
them, and set Him on them. 8 And a very great multitude spread their clothes on the road; others cut down branches from the trees and spread 
them on the road. 9 Then the multitudes who went before and those who followed cried out, saying: “Hosanna to the Son of David! ‘Blessed is He 
who comes in the name of the LORD!’ Hosanna in the highest!”  
 
Exodus 12:1–7 (NKJV) 1 Now the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, 2 “This month shall be your beginning of months; it 
shall be the first month of the year to you. 3 Speak to all the congregation of Israel, saying: ‘On the tenth of this month every man shall take for 
himself a lamb, according to the house of his father, a lamb for a household. 4 And if the household is too small for the lamb, let him and his 
neighbor next to his house take it according to the number of the persons; according to each man’s need you shall make your count for the 
lamb. 5 Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year. You may take it from the sheep or from the goats. 6 Now you shall keep it 
until the fourteenth day of the same month. Then the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it at twilight. 7 And they shall take 
some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and on the lintel of the houses where they eat it.  
 
Daniel 9:25 (NKJV) 25 “Know therefore and understand, That from the going forth of the command To restore and build Jerusalem Until Messiah 
the Prince, There shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; The street shall be built again, and the wall, Even in troublesome times.  
 
John 1:29 (NKJV) 29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!  
 

Matthew 26:1-5 – You Know, but They Didn’t  
Matthew 26, verses 1 through 4. He says to them, you know that the Son of Man will be crucified in a few days, but 
they didn't. They really didn't know.  But God is so patient with us, He continually pours Himself into us, never 
gives up on us, always calling out to us, always coming unto us.  Always drawing us to Himself.  Oh Beloved, He is 
drawing you near today, at this moment, the God of All Creation, wanting an intimate and personal moment with 
you right here, right now. 
John 12:32 (KJV 1900) 32 And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.  

 
Matthew 26:6-13 / Lavish Him with Praise 
Matthew 26, verse 6 through 13. This woman pours out this costly and fragrant oil upon Him.  Let us lavish Him 
with praise as this woman did for He is worthy.  What would you this Easter Sunday, this Resurrection Celebration, 
lavishly pour out upon him.  He doesn’t want your money, He wants you, He loves you, desires you…… what does 
that do to your heart, and what would you say to Him? 
Matthew 26:6–13 (NKJV) 6 And when Jesus was in Bethany at the house of Simon the leper, 7 a woman came to 
Him having an alabaster flask of very costly fragrant oil, and she poured it on His head as He sat at the table. 8 But 



when His disciples saw it, they were indignant, saying, “Why this waste? 9 For this fragrant oil might have been sold 
for much and given to the poor.” 10 But when Jesus was aware of it, He said to them, “Why do you trouble the 
woman? For she has done a good work for Me. 11 For you have the poor with you always, but Me you do not have 
always. 12 For in pouring this fragrant oil on My body, she did it for My burial. 13 Assuredly, I say to you, wherever 
this gospel is preached in the whole world, what this woman has done will also be told as a memorial to her.”  
 
Lord you are worthy of lavish praise! 
 
Matthew 26:14-35 Recap 
Here are summaries of the what else transpires on this night: 

• Verse 14-16. Judas betrays Jesus for 30 pieces of silver, the price of a slave. Amazing God would be willing 
to become a slave for us because of love.  

• Verses 17-19, they go prepare the Passover.  

• Verse 20-25, Judas dips his hand in the dish and Jesus knows he's the betrayer.  

• Verse 26-29, Jesus presents the bread and the cup that's in our hand today.  

• Verses 30-35, Peter with his foot in mouth disease, says he will never deny the Lord, though everyone else 
would. 

  
Matthew 26:36-46 / Jesus’ 3 Prayers 
Verse 36-46, we see three prayers of Jesus.  
Matthew 26:36–46 (NKJV) 36 Then Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and said to the disciples, 
“Sit here while I go and pray over there.” 37 And He took with Him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and He 
began to be sorrowful and deeply distressed. 38 Then He said to them, “My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to 
death. Stay here and watch with Me.” 39 He went a little farther and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, “O My 
Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will.” 40 Then He came to 
the disciples and found them sleeping, and said to Peter, “What! Could you not watch with Me one hour? 41 Watch 
and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 42 Again, a second time, 
He went away and prayed, saying, “O My Father, if this cup cannot pass away from Me unless I drink it, Your will be 
done.” 43 And He came and found them asleep again, for their eyes were heavy. 44 So He left them, went away 
again, and prayed the third time, saying the same words. 45 Then He came to His disciples and said to them, “Are 
you still sleeping and resting? Behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of 
sinners. 46 Rise, let us be going. See, My betrayer is at hand.”  
 
Notice,  

• Verse 40, then he came.  

• Verse 43, then he came.  

• Verse 45, then he came.  
Three times, the king returned. 
 
Why Return / All Have Failed Him 
Three times, Jesus will return. Three times, he will go back. And then eventually, shortly thereafter, to the cross. 
The cross was settled here, in Gethsemane. It was here that Jesus determined, settled that he was going to the 
cross. Three times, he returned. Three times, the king returned back to prayer, there in Gethsemane. What would 
make him return?  

• The nation has rejected him.  

• The religious leaders hate him.  

• He who he loved, Judas, betrays him.  

• And here he comes, to the men that he had poured himself into, who he's clearly told that he was 
heading to the cross, and to crucifixion.  And yet they sleep, and yet each time, Jesus returns.  

 
 
 



Why Return – Same Reason David – Love & Glory 
Why would he return? The same reason David, for love and glory, because He truly loves you. And for the glory, He 
is building a body, a holy nation for the Father. He is building a temple that God, the Shekinah glory of God can fill, 
for you are the temple of the living God. Jesus would return, for the same reasons David would continue on and 
come back, because of love and glory, “our greater than David”, a picture of similitude, He comes, He returns, for 
love and glory. 
 
Then the King Returned 
2 Samuel 19:15 (NKJV) 15 Then the king returned ……….. 
 
To the Cross / Beaten – Scourged – Nails – Spear - Tomb 
So, to the cross he will go, but first betrayed here in the garden, as Judas brings an attachment of temple guards.  

• He will be beaten with a bag placed over his head. He would not know where the blows would come from, 
yet he would continue on.  

• He would be scourged 40 times with a leather whip that had metal balls on the end of it, and fragments of 
bone and pottery embedded in it. 40 lashes upon his back, to shred his back,  

• then carry a cross up the hill to Golgotha.  

• Then, nailed to that cross through his hands and feet,  

• and hang there for six hours,  

• and die,  

• and then a spear pierced through His side,  

• and then put into a grave. 
 
Maybe You Are a Skeptic / History Confirms – JAMA Declares 
Maybe you're a skeptic here today, and you question these things. I would like to give you two things for 
consideration. No person in the history of humankind has ever been written of more than a man named Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth.  

• He holds, by far, a thousandfold the number of manuscripts written about him more than any other 
historical figure in the history of mankind, (manuscript, that is handwritten), these accounts that we read 
here before us, close to 24,000 manuscripts about Jesus Christ and the Church of the new Testament 
which is all based on Him and his resurrection). The world confirms that a man named Jesus Christ walked 
this Earth, and the manuscripts tell of this story, that he died and was placed in a tomb.  

• So then comes the question, "Did he really rise from the dead, or did he not completely die, just look like 
he died?" Skeptics call the swoon theory, playing dead, and he put in the grave. He didn't die. Therefore, 
he walked out and everybody said he never died. Therefore, he never rose from the dead.  Well, for your 
evidence, there's a secular medical journal called The Journal of American Medical Association. They've 
written an article, and 10 medical scholars reviewed the evidence of this detail of what was done to him, 
the beating, the whipping, the cross, the piercing of the sword to the side of his body, and even they 
declare, based on all the medical evidence, from a forensic standpoint, Jesus Christ died, and the proof of 
it was, when the spear pierced his side, blood and water came out, and they even call that a medical 
terminology that is before your evaluation today.  

Jesus Christ walked this Earth, historical evidence confirms. Jesus Christ died, forensic medical investigation 
declares.   
 
Then the King Returned 
2 Samuel 19:15 (NKJV) 15 Then the king returned ……….. 
 
Why Does He Keep Returning? 
Why does he keep returning? Why not just leave? Why does he keep coming back for me? Why does he keep 
coming back for you? Why did he come back for mankind?  



• Because of love. He loves me. He simply loves me. This word for love is agape in the Greek. It's 
unconditional love. You can't expand nor expound on unconditional love. It's unconditional. There is no 
condition of why. It simply is exactly what it is, unconditional. 

• Why does he keep coming back? Why does Jesus keep coming back? Because of glory. I'm making a body. 
The two shall become one, my bride, that I will love and cherish for all the days of my life, which will never 
end, for I, we are eternal and this love is eternal. 

• John 12:32 (KJV 1900) 32 And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.  

 
Matthew 26:26-29 
Matthew 26, verses 26-29. The cup of the new covenant, not based on my works, but his finished works. It's going 
to be for the remission of sin, to take it away, and Jesus will say that it is done, as he would breathe his last. 
Matthew 26:26–29 (NKJV) 26 And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to the 
disciples and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.” 27 Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, 
saying, “Drink from it, all of you. 28 For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the 
remission of sins. 29 But I say to you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink 
it new with you in My Father’s kingdom.”  
 
The Gospel A&B 
The gospel is simple as ABC. Let me tell you about A and let me tell you about B. 
 

Admit  

Admit to God that you are a sinner. All persons need salvation. Each of us has a problem the Bible calls 
sin. Sin is a refusal to acknowledge God’s authority over our lives. Everyone who does not live a life of perfect 
obedience to the Lord is guilty of sin. “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). Since 
none of us is perfect, all of us are sinners (Rom. 3:10- 18).  

The result of sin is spiritual death (Rom. 6:23). Spiritual death means eternal separation from God. By 
God’s perfect standard we are guilty of sin and therefore subject to the punishment for sin, which is separation 
from God. Admitting that you are a sinner and separated from God is the first step of repentance, which is turning 
from sin and self and turning toward God.  

Believe  

Believe in Jesus Christ as God’s Son and receive Jesus’ gift of forgiveness from sin. God loves each of us. 
God offers us salvation. Although we have done nothing to deserve His love and salvation, God wants to save us. In 
the death of Jesus on the cross, God provided salvation for all who would repent of their sins and believe in Jesus. 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but 
have eternal life” (John 3:16).  
Romans 3:23 (NKJV) 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  
 
Romans 6:23 (NKJV) 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 
John 3:16–17 (NKJV) 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.  
 

 
Then the King Returned 
2 Samuel 19:15 (NKJV) 15 Then the king returned ……….. 
 
Matt 28:1-8 / The King has Returned 
Matthew 28:1-8, verse 5. He is risen, meaning he has returned. 
Matthew 28:1–8 (NKJV) 1 Now after the Sabbath, as the first day of the week began to dawn, Mary Magdalene and 
the other Mary came to see the tomb. 2 And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord 
descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat on it. 3 His countenance was 
like lightning, and his clothing as white as snow. 4 And the guards shook for fear of him, and became like dead men. 
5 But the angel answered and said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was 



crucified. 6 He is not here; for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. 7 And go quickly and 
tell His disciples that He is risen from the dead, and indeed He is going before you into Galilee; there you will see 
Him. Behold, I have told you.” 8 So they went out quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to bring 
His disciples word.  
 
1 Cor 15:3-4 / Matthew 12 – Similitude of Jonah (3 Days/3 Nights) 
Then the King returned. It has begun, just as the scriptures foretold!  The similitude of Jonah in the belly of the 
great fish. 
1 Corinthians 15:3–4 (NKJV) 3 For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our 
sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the 
Scriptures,  
 
Matthew 12:38–40 (NKJV) 38 Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered, saying, “Teacher, we want to see a 
sign from You.” 39 But He answered and said to them, “An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and no 
sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. 40 For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the 
belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.  
 
Then the King Returned 
2 Samuel 19:15 (NKJV) 15 Then the king returned ……….. 
 
1 Cor 15:14-19 / We have Hope 
1 Corinthians 15:14-19. We have hope for he is alive, He has returned! 
1 Corinthians 15:14–19 (NKJV) 14 And if Christ is not risen, then our preaching is empty and your faith is also 
empty. 15 Yes, and we are found false witnesses of God, because we have testified of God that He raised up Christ, 
whom He did not raise up—if in fact the dead do not rise. 16 For if the dead do not rise, then Christ is not risen. 17 
And if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins! 18 Then also those who have fallen asleep in 
Christ have perished. 19 If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men the most pitiable.  
 
There’s hope, there’s joy, there’s purpose, there’s meaning; because He lives I can face tomorrow. 
 
2 Cor 5:17-19 
2 Corinthians 5:17-19. The old things have passed away. We have a new beginning.  The old things have passed 
away, including our sin that separated us and condemned us before THE HOLY GOD! 
2 Corinthians 5:17–19 (NKJV) 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; 
behold, all things have become new. 18 Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus 
Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, 19 that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to 
Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation.  
 
Matt 26:27-29 / Will Drink Again in Father’s Kingdom 
Matthew 26, verse 27-29. He says I will not drink of this until I drink it again with you in the Father's kingdom. 
Matthew 26:26–29 (NKJV) 26 And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to the 
disciples and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.” 27 Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, 
saying, “Drink from it, all of you. 28 For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the 
remission of sins. 29 But I say to you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink 
it new with you in My Father’s kingdom.”  
 
The Cup – New Covenant / Communion 
Communion. This cup represents a past that is covered and a present and a future that is filled with hope.  It’s a 
new covenant not based on our works, but His finished work there upon the cross.  And we know it is real, and it 
for all to be had, because……..The king has returned for us. He is alive. Let's take the cup. 
 
 
 



If You are a Seeker 
If you're a seeker, let me give you the C of the ABC of the gospel. Romans 10:9. For the resurrection is the heart of 
all Christianity.  A mythical figure cannot change time, nor can he change a life…… but Jesus Christ not only came 
and died upon a cross for you, but He resurrected from the grave, and is alive, and lives, and invites you to a 
personal relationship with him today.  He has done all the work, he has provided a way to be forgiven of your sin 
that separates you from God……. He has done the A and the B, and you do the “C”. 

 
Confess  

Confess your faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord to others. After you have received Jesus Christ into 
your life, share your decision with another person. Tell your pastor or a Christian friend about your decision. 
Following Christ’s example, ask for baptism by immersion in your local church as a public expression of your faith. 
“If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you 
will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess 
and are saved” (Rom. 10:9-10).  
Romans 10:9–10 (NKJV) 9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, 
you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.  

 
Conclusion: 
Matt 26:6-7 / Let’s Lavish Him with Love 
Beloved, Matthew 26:10. Let's end this with lavish love upon him. 
Matthew 26:6–7 (NKJV) 6 And when Jesus was in Bethany at the house of Simon the leper, 7 a woman came to Him 
having an alabaster flask of very costly fragrant oil, and she poured it on His head as He sat at the table.  
 
Lord I pour out my: 

• Love to You 

• My heart to You 

• My whole being to You 

• My Life to You 
 
I lavish You with praise for you: 
Saved me, rescued me, delivered me, died for me…..and rose and returned for me, You love me, and You cherish 
me, but death will never do us apart for You conquered death. 
 
Lord: 
Take my life and make it new, help me to live for You.  My Easter gift to you, is my heart. 
 
I Love You My Lord Jesus 
 
End of Study 
 
 
  



2 Samuel 20 
2 Samuel 20:1-7 
 
Recap/Introduction / David Returns / Why? For Love & Glory 
So, we have come to chapter 20, and David is returning to Jerusalem to sit upon the throne the Lord has given him.  
But, I don’t think David is any more than ten miles from Jerusalem, hasn’t even made it into the palace, hasn’t even 
slept in his bed, hasn’t even had lunch yet, and here comes another rebellion, here comes another civil war.  Why 
return, why go through all this again, he had it good over on the other side of the Jordan, he was in a walled 
fortified city, he had his secret service and special ops forces protecting him, the wealthy Barzillai was providing for 
him and his people, why…………… go back for more trouble, for more betrayal, for more war?  Because, as we have 
said, because of love and glory!  David truly loves the people of the Nation of Israel, and David (a man after God’s 
own heart) wanted the glory of God emanating in a united nation whose God was the Lord, and the place (a 
temple yet to be built) where the very presence of God would dwell, and the glory of God would emanate to the 
people and the world.  David will return for love and glory! 
 
Our Greater than David 
And our greater-than-David, Jesus Christ, He came back, three times in the garden (for there was no other way to 
redeem man), and He return from the grave (didn’t say you had your chance), but returned from the grave to show 
us the way, because of love and glory.  God loves you!  Bask in the love today.  And God is building Himself a body, 
a bride for His son, and that is you – you are the Bride of Christ!  And, God is building a Temple of the Living God 
for His glory to dwell in, and that is you – for you are the Temple of the Living God!  Oh my how priceless and 
precious you are Beloved. 
Matthew 26:36–46 (NKJV) 36 Then Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and said to the disciples, “Sit here while I go and pray 
over there.” 37 And He took with Him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and He began to be sorrowful and deeply distressed. 38 Then He said 
to them, “My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death. Stay here and watch with Me.” 39 He went a little farther and fell on His face, and 
prayed, saying, “O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will.” 40 Then He came to the 
disciples and found them sleeping, and said to Peter, “What! Could you not watch with Me one hour? 41 Watch and pray, lest you enter into 
temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 42 Again, a second time, He went away and prayed, saying, “O My Father, if this 
cup cannot pass away from Me unless I drink it, Your will be done.” 43 And He came and found them asleep again, for their eyes were heavy. 44 
So He left them, went away again, and prayed the third time, saying the same words. 45 Then He came to His disciples and said to them, “Are 
you still sleeping and resting? Behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46 Rise, let us be 
going. See, My betrayer is at hand.”  
 
Matthew 28:1–8 (NKJV) 1 Now after the Sabbath, as the first day of the week began to dawn, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to see 
the tomb. 2 And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone 
from the door, and sat on it. 3 His countenance was like lightning, and his clothing as white as snow. 4 And the guards shook for fear of him, and 
became like dead men. 5 But the angel answered and said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 6 
He is not here; for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. 7 And go quickly and tell His disciples that He is risen from the 
dead, and indeed He is going before you into Galilee; there you will see Him. Behold, I have told you.” 8 So they went out quickly from the tomb 
with fear and great joy, and ran to bring His disciples word.  
 
Hebrews 12:2 (NKJV, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  
 
John 3:16 (NKJV) 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life.  
 
1 Corinthians 3:16 (NKJV) 16 Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?  
 

But Hard Times Still Come 
But hard times still come, we are still in this fallen word, which is falling further and further in sin, and God gives us 
a word on how to walk in Him, and through this world.  Today we will see as always, the love of God for us through 
examples of David, and be given instructions in righteousness on spiritual warfare, respect due woman, and the 
use and application of godly wisdom, to say the least, as we are told and promised that all these OT examples are 
written for our learning and comfort. 
Romans 15:4 (NKJV) 4 For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the 
Scriptures might have hope.  
 



1 Corinthians 10:11 (NKJV) 11 Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for our admonition, upon whom the 
ends of the ages have come.  

 
The Word of God is Living & Powerful 
The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives. 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

 
In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  

• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
 
Boldly Come to Throne of Grace 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might work in 
you, and through you. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
Outline 2 Samuel 20:1-26 

• Sheba Divides the Nation (20:1-2) 

• The 10 Concubines Put into Seclusion (20:3) 

• David Gives Order to Pursue and Attack Sheba (20:4-7) 

• Joab Kills Amasa (20:8-10) 

• Amasa's Dead Body is a Gruesome Sight (20:11-12) 

• Sheba Flees to a Fortified City to Hide (20:13-15) 

• Sheba is Delivered Up by the City's Inhabitants (20:16-22) 

• David's Lean Government Cabinet (20:23-26) 
 
Sheba Divides the Nation (20:1-2) 
2 Samuel 20:1 And there happened to be there a rebel, whose name was Sheba the son of Bichri, a Benjamite. 
And he blew a trumpet, and said: “We have no share in David, Nor do we have inheritance in the son of Jesse; 
Every man to his tents, O Israel!”  
 
No Share in David 
So this man Sheba comes and says we have no share in David.  Notice he won't call David King David. He leaves 
that part out, then he tries to demote David to just the son of a shepherd / farmer of no value, and so he's not 
giving David is title or due recognition, and therefore tearing David down before the other people. 
 
College Campus Bonfire 
I am reminded of the story…..it was a college campus, and one of the Christian leaders organized a bonfire.  The 
purpose of the bonfire was to burn your old sins.  They were going to build this big fire, sing some worship songs, 
have some personal testimonies, and then everybody who had something they wanted to break free from was to 
throw it into the fire. 
 
The testimonies were from people who were in bondage to some type of sin but God set them free.  One man told 
of how God set him free from drugs, and then he took his bag of drug paraphernalia and tossed it into the fire.  The 
whole group started cheering and jumping.  Another student cleared out his liquor cabinet and threw it all in the 
fire, again everybody started yelling and cheering.   
 
Well there was one man who wanted to be there so he could throw what he was in bondage to into the fire.  But 
at the last minute he had to drive 200 miles home for a family emergency.  Not wanting to miss the opportunity to 



purge his life of what had snared him he called his best friend and asked him for help.  His best friend just 
happened to be the Starting Quarterback at the University, and was extremely popular, and one of the Christian 
leaders on the campus.  He told his friend that underneath his bed was a box, and if he would throw the contents 
in the fire for him.  His friend obliged. 
 
When he showed up at the bonfire, eyes quickly turned towards him, as he opened the box his heart sank for 
inside the box were inappropriate magazines, drug paraphernalia, bootleg music, and hard liquor.  He took a 
handful of them and threw them into the fire.  Everybody started to yell and cheer, he threw another and another, 
and everybody yelled even louder for him.  But every throw he yelled back, "they're not mine, they're not mine." 
 
BUT…… never once during the 40 lashes upon His back in that scourging, did He say "they're not mine, they're not 
mine."  Never once as the spikes were pounded through His hands did He say, "they're not mine, they're not 
mine."  And never once as he was mocked, ridiculed as a criminal, for all those 6 hours of hanging on the cross for 
your sin and mine, did He ever say …….. "they're not mine, they're not mine."   
 
Go Makes His Claim of You 
God loves you, and He with great joy, stakes His claim in you.  Sin, fault, and all!  May we live with the same claim, I 
stand with You, and am proud to call You my King. 
Hebrews 12:2 (NKJV, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  

 
Who is Your Share With Today 
Beloved, who is your share with today?  May we say today, even as most of the world and our Country is saying, 
we have no “share” in Christ Jesus…… may we say oh Lord Jesus my share is in You.  I stand with You and am proud 
to call You my King.  Jesus, You are Lord and King of my life.  You can say that in your chair right now, from your 
heart, Jesus You are my share!  
 
2 Samuel 20:2 So every man of Israel deserted David, and followed Sheba the son of Bichri. But the men of 
Judah, from the Jordan as far as Jerusalem, remained loyal to their king.  
 
Flip-Floppers / People can Be Influenced so Easily / Beloved Stay True to the Word – Regardless of Emotions 
These men of Israel are quite the flip floppers. Just five minutes ago they're all ready to follow David and are 
fighting over who gets to be closest to him. Now this one man Sheba stands up and he's able to sway them all just 
like that. People can be so influenced by he with the louder voice or he with the most charisma. David is just being 
even-keeled, he's trusting in the Lord this man Sheba's full of fierceness and hatred as he's laying challenge, and he 
flips the whole nation of Israel just like that. 
 
David was declared by God to be the king. The very word of God said, "David is the king." There is no debate. 
David's the kind according to God's declaration, and this is where we have to always hold ourselves and keep 
ourselves grounded in the word and stay true to the word, in that the word is the final word and regardless of the 
emotions or regardless of the words of man and how man wants to influence or even the popular vote 60 minutes 
down the road from us, does not change the declaration of God's word. And so we must stay true to the word. 
1 Samuel 16:1 (NKJV) 1 Now the LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning over Israel? 
Fill your horn with oil, and go; I am sending you to Jesse the Bethlehemite. For I have provided Myself a king among his sons.”  

 
Son of Belial / Anyone who Divides the Family 
Verse 1 - 2 Samuel 20:1 And there happened to be there a rebel, - So this word here, it means worthless man, but 
the best commentary on the Bible is the Bible, and when we got to first Corinthians six, we see exactly what this 
word means. And so there's no guessing what is being said and who this man is.  Our new King James here calls 
him a rebel, maybe your margin gives the more literal translation, or you're reading out of old King James, and the 
word for rebel here is “Son of Belial”. That's the name for the devil in one of the names for the devil in the Old 
Testament scriptures. 
2 Samuel 20:1 (KJV 1900) 1 And there happened to be there a man of Belial, whose name was Sheba, the son of Bichri, a Benjamite: and he blew 
a trumpet, and said, We have no part in David, neither have we inheritance in the son of Jesse: every man to his tents, O Israel.  



 
2 Corinthians 6:15 (NKJV) 15 And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever?  

 
And what we are reading is an inspired Word of God, and here God is making a statement to all of us that anyone 
who divides His family, His body, His nation, is a Son of Belial. We can say, "Oh well, that means the unsaved." But 
this man here, Sheba, he is of the Tribe of Benjamin. He is of the family of the Nation of Israel. He is from the 
lineage of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. And there's not differentiating here between someone outside the Nation 
trying to divide the Nation and someone inside the Nation trying to divide the Nation. God is saying, "He who 
divides is the son of the devil." That's what it says. I'm just going to read it for what it says, and I'm not going to try 
to make it say something else. 
 
Discord is Abomination 
The Word of God, the Voice of God, emanating from the Heart of God, says that it is an abomination for he who 
sows discord among the brethren. Those are some heavy words. 
Proverbs 6:16–19 (NKJV) 16 These six things the LORD hates, Yes, seven are an abomination to Him: 17 A proud look, A lying tongue, Hands that 
shed innocent blood, 18 A heart that devises wicked plans, Feet that are swift in running to evil, 19 A false witness who speaks lies, And one who 
sows discord among brethren.  

 
Everyone Who Touched Lord’s Anointed – Diminished or Destroyed 
So here again, we see another one of this name, this man, Sheba. He is touching the Lord's anointed, the one who 
God had chosen, and we will see his life, not just diminish but destroyed and that is what God says in his word, will 
happen to people who come against and attack the Lord's anointed, God's Chosen ones. We can put that out there 
as pastors, church leaders but I take it down to the level that everyone that's been chosen by God is the Lord's 
anointed. His hands' upon him. They are his and for someone to come against them, they are laying a charge 
against the Lord's anointed. Great warning to be heeded here. 
 
Satan – Accuser of the Brethren 
The accuser of the brethren, we are told in Revelation, is Satan himself so someone who accuses the brethren is 
the son of Satan, the Son of Belial”. 
Revelation 12:10 (NKJV) 10 Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, “Now salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the 
power of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren, who accused them before our God day and night, has been cast down.  

 
Be On Guard – Still a Natural Man in Us (the Old Man) 
I think so often we think when we're born again that every we do is spiritual, and we really fool ourselves to not 
recognize that the natural man still exists. And Paul will tell us about the war between the old man and the new 
man. Yet there's this great danger of thinking that because we're born again, we're spiritual and therefore every 
that we do is spiritual and when we miss, what we're actually in flesh, the natural man. And so here we have a 
word to remind us today that we need to examine our hearts in every action. Is this a spiritual action in 
accordance, not just with the Word of God, but with the Heart of God? You can do things in accordance to the 
Word of God and you'd still be a million miles off if you didn't do it with the Heart of God because then you're still 
being natural. It's just good works, but it's not lasting works or works that God will build off of and reward. 
 
A great misconception for Christians is that we forget that the natural man still exists in us and is still fighting for 
power.  We can deceive ourselves and hear the natural man, yet because we are now “spiritual” because of 
salvation, we can think that all that we do and think are spiritual, because we are now spiritual, not realizing that 
the natural man is still alive and fighting for power, looking to reign on the throne of our heart, mind, and soul.  
 
The natural man must continually be put down, and every thought and action need to be examined in light of the 
Word of God, to truly determine is natural, or is this spiritual. 
Ephesians 4:17–24 (NKJV) 17 This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you should no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk, in the 
futility of their mind, 18 having their understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them, 
because of the blindness of their heart; 19 who, being past feeling, have given themselves over to lewdness, to work all uncleanness with 
greediness. 20 But you have not so learned Christ, 21 if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus: 22 that 
you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, 23 and be renewed in the spirit of 
your mind, 24 and that you put on the new man which was created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness.  



 
2 Samuel 20:2 So every man of Israel deserted David, and followed Sheba the son of Bichri. But the men of 
Judah, from the Jordan as far as Jerusalem, remained loyal to their king.  
 
So Close to Unity / Where This Come From / Buffeting – Comes out of Nowhere 
Verse 2 - So every man of Israel deserted David – last chapter they come to this place of reconciliation. We close 
with it and good things were happening, unity was coming together. Then, next thing you know, here comes this 
Sheba guy and then next thing you know, you got all these guys going back to their tent. What's up with that? 
Where did all this come from? I thought we were reconciled. I thought good things were happening there. The 10 
tribes argued but, in the end, they resolved it and here they all are coming together to escort David back in to start 
and unite the kingdom. 
2 Samuel 19:40–43 (NKJV) 40 Now the king went on to Gilgal, and Chimham went on with him. And all the people of Judah escorted the king, and 
also half the people of Israel. 41 Just then all the men of Israel came to the king, and said to the king, “Why have our brethren, the men of Judah, 
stolen you away and brought the king, his household, and all David’s men with him across the Jordan?” 42 So all the men of Judah answered the 
men of Israel, “Because the king is a close relative of ours. Why then are you angry over this matter? Have we ever eaten at the king’s expense? 
Or has he given us any gift?” 43 And the men of Israel answered the men of Judah, and said, “We have ten shares in the king; therefore we also 
have more right to David than you. Why then do you despise us—were we not the first to advise bringing back our king?” Yet the words of the 
men of Judah were fiercer than the words of the men of Israel.  

 
Then here comes Sheba and out of nowhere, we got ourselves a war again. A few weeks ago, we had talked about 
the buffeting, which is the punches coming from where we don't know. Remember that in the Easter message 
because we talked about that in a bag or a blindfold pulled over Jesus' head and punches are thrown and they 
would say, "Prophecy who hit you because you can't see where it's coming from." It's interesting, Paul the Apostle 
would say, "Satan buffeted me in the flesh," and now it kind of says it all and here's a description of it. It's, "Pow, 
where did that come from?" 
Matthew 26:67–68 (KJV 1900) 67 Then did they spit in his face, and buffeted him; and others smote him with the palms of their hands, 68 Saying, 
Prophesy unto us, thou Christ, Who is he that smote thee?  
Luke 22:63–65 (NKJV) 63 Now the men who held Jesus mocked Him and beat Him. 64 And having blindfolded Him, they struck Him on the face 
and asked Him, saying, “Prophesy! Who is the one who struck You?” 65 And many other things they blasphemously spoke against Him.  
 
2 Corinthians 12:7 (NKJV) 7 And lest I should be exalted above measure by the abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given to 
me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I be exalted above measure.  

 
Remember Batman and Robin when they would hit and it'd go pow? Then they would throw a punch and it would 
go zong and there would be these big graphics put on the screen after a punch was landed and that's kind of like 
what David could feel like, "Where did this come from? Pow." You can feel the same way. "I thought I had 
reconciliation. I thought I had some unity." Then all of a sudden zong, out of nowhere, a big flash on the screen 
that I just got buffeted. Yeah. That's what he does. 
 
Satan Hates Reconciliation / Beauty – When we Do! 
Satan hates reconciliation. He hates unity. You can always be sure that Satan's going to come and we need to be 
on guard about that. I don't mean living in fear and, "Oh no, we're never going to have joy," but, "Here he comes. 
Okay, you want it? We'll fight it. Here we go but you're not going to steal my joy. This is what I expect, but I know 
my Lord's going to bring victory and so I'm going to stand with Him." The beauty of it, even greater is when he 
comes with the division, when he comes to cause discord, and then it doesn't work. 
 
The church won't divide, the person won't divide, the husband and wife won't divide. Instead, they unite, and it 
becomes even greater oneness.   
 
Judah Remains Loyal 
Verse 2 - But the men of Judah, from the Jordan as far as Jerusalem, remained loyal to their king - I like verse two 
where it says that word "but". But the men of Judah remained loyal to the king. My, how this must grieve David 
that another civil war is immediately developing and how his heart must have sank with the hope of unity and 
immediately we see here comes a civil war. That little word "but", how that must've warmed the heart of David, 
that there was faithful and there were loyal men that would stand beside him and rally and gather next to him. 



 
How I think that little word, how it warms the heart of God in this cold world that we live in, this divided world that 
we live in, so many people against him, and all that he comes with is love and the desire to unite and gather and 
show his glory. I think it's amazing that we can warm the heart of God because of our faithfulness and our loyalty 
to him. He's truly worth it. How it must bless his heart that we remain loyal to him. 
 
Lord, may you hear our hearts. May we declare to you our loyalty and our faithfulness to you. 
 
Judah means praise. I think there's a little hidden treasure in there. When you praise the Lord, you'll be drawn to 
the Lord. You will be loyal to the Lord, because as you praise the Lord and you see His value and his worth, you'll 
be like Peter when everyone was leaving the Lord and Jesus said will you leave Me too, to which Peter said, (and 
you'll say), "Lord, where could we go? You have the words of life." Even though everyone departs, where could we 
go? Once we've tasted and seen the Lord is good, where else could we go? 
John 6:66–69 (NKJV) 66 From that time many of His disciples went back and walked with Him no more. 67 Then Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you 
also want to go away?” 68 But Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 69 Also we have come 
to believe and know that You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  
 
Psalm 34:8 (NKJV) 8 Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good; Blessed is the man who trusts in Him!  

 
The 10 Concubines Put into Seclusion (20:3) 
2 Samuel 20:3 Now David came to his house at Jerusalem. And the king took the ten women, his concubines 
whom he had left to keep the house, and put them in seclusion and supported them, but did not go in to them. 
So they were shut up to the day of their death, living in widowhood.  
 
2 Samuel 16 – Disrespected/Dishonored by Absalom 
The mistreatment of these ten concubines by Absalom and by Ahithophel, no respect, disrespect. I don't think 
David expected any of them to go so low to do what they did to these ten concubines. He was probably shocked 
when word came down that they were violated publicly and mistreated. 
2 Samuel 16:21–22 (NKJV) 21 And Ahithophel said to Absalom, “Go in to your father’s concubines, whom he has left to keep the house; and all 
Israel will hear that you are abhorred by your father. Then the hands of all who are with you will be strong.” 22 So they pitched a tent for 
Absalom on the top of the house, and Absalom went in to his father’s concubines in the sight of all Israel.  

 
The Kings Wives - Treasure / Daughters of God / Not Objects 
These women are daughters of God. They're not objects. They were valued by their creator and treasured by him 
and given this position in the royal court. What I've just described would be a description of every man's wife in 
here today.  
 
Husbands – How have you Been Honoring Your Wife 
Let me ask every man who has a wife, how are you honoring the king's treasure, the daughter of the king? How are 
you honoring your wife? Do you treasure? Are you treasuring? I pray that the Lord would speak to you the value of 
the treasure, and that you would cherish that treasure and make it the most prized possession that you have that 
you can tangibly touch, and that you would hold her and never let her go. 
Ephesians 5:25–28 (NKJV) 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 26 that He might sanctify 
and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or 
any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish. 28 So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves 
his wife loves himself.  

 
David Respect These Woman / David not the Same Man 
I want you to see the respect that David gives these women. We can go back and say this fallout came because of 
David's treating of a woman as an object rather than a treasure, but you know this David that we read of now is 
not the same man. He's not the same man he was when this happened some ten years or so ago. He's a different 
man. He's a man much more broken and convicted and contrite and understands more fully the value of a woman. 
We won't see David mistreat a woman again. 
 



What I want to say to wives, there was a David who was and there is a David who is now. Maybe your husband was 
and there was a moment that he wasn't all that you wanted him and expected him to be, but he's not the same 
man, I pray. I pray that he won't be the same man ten years from now. I want you to live with the husband of now, 
the man who has walked in toward. Maybe he's failed you in time past, but he has sought the Lord and has stood 
by you and with you, and is living to honor and please the Lord. Live with that man. Don't continually live with the 
man who was, because you'll rob yourself of the man who is now and the gift that God has given you, and that you 
can have your best marriage today, regardless of anything of the past. 
 
Everywhere Gospel Has Gone – Women Elevated / Sexualized Society / Not Rallies – but Revival 
I want to make this point. Everywhere the gospel of Jesus Christ has gone, everywhere that the word of God has 
gone and been accepted and become part of that culture and society, women have been elevated. You look at 
every country where the gospel of Jesus Christ is not being received, and you watch women mistreated and 
devalued. You find a nation who values and has embraced Jesus Christ and the word and the ways of this Bible, 
and women are elevated. You will watch as the word of God and Jesus Christ are driven out of a culture, a society 
and a nation, you will watch women being devalued again. The way for women to be brought to the value that 
they are is the gospel of Jesus Christ must be lived out inside a home by a father, inside a home by a husband, 
inside a home by the children, inside a nation, and inside a church. That is how women are to be brought to the 
value that they deserve to be.  We live in a Madison Avenue society, especially the further Jesus Christ gets pushed 
away, women being made objects and being sexualized and being only presented as some type of object rather 
than a human with feelings and tenderness and needs. The only way that's going to change in this country, it's not 
going to be through Washington DC, nor rallies, but it's going to be a revival of the Lord Jesus Christ and his word 
upon this country. 
 
David Gives Order to Pursue and Attack Sheba (20:4-7) 
2 Samuel 20:4 And the king said to Amasa, “Assemble the men of Judah for me within three days, and be 
present here yourself.”  
2 Samuel 20:5 So Amasa went to assemble the men of Judah. But he delayed longer than the set time which 
David had appointed him.  
 
Amasa Selected for Political Purposes 
Verse four, Amasa was David's nephew. He replaced Joab. It was more of a political move by David to appease and 
try to send a statement, "Hey, you guys turned against me when you followed Absalom, but I'm not going to come 
back with a vengeance. I'm not going to come back with destruction on my mind. In fact, so much so even all of 
you who were traitors and followed after Amasa who was put in charge of the army by Absalom, I'm going to make 
Amasa the captain of my army. That'll show you how forgiving and receiving I am." 
 
It was a political move by David, but we can clearly see by the routing of the defeat when David's army came 
against Absalom and Amasa that he was not qualified and had the battle field expertise. He should've never been a 
commander in general of a battle field. Here he proves that again. He's just not qualified. He can't rally and muster 
the army quickly. He doesn't know how. Here it's going to cost him his life. 
 
2 Samuel 20:6 And David said to Abishai, “Now Sheba the son of Bichri will do us more harm than Absalom. Take 
your lord’s servants and pursue him, lest he find for himself fortified cities, and escape us.”  
2 Samuel 20:7 So Joab’s men, with the Cherethites, the Pelethites, and all the mighty men, went out after him. 
And they went out of Jerusalem to pursue Sheba the son of Bichri.  
 
Sheba – Picture of Devil 
Verse 1 - 2 Samuel 20:1 And there happened to be there a rebel,  - Our New King James here calls him a rebel, 
maybe your margin gives the more literal translation, or you're reading out of Old King James, and the word for 
rebel here is “Son of Belial”. That's the name for the devil in one of the names for the devil in the Old Testament 
scriptures. 
2 Samuel 20:1 (KJV 1900) 1 And there happened to be there a man of Belial, whose name was Sheba, the son of Bichri, a Benjamite: and he blew 
a trumpet, and said, We have no part in David, neither have we inheritance in the son of Jesse: every man to his tents, O Israel.  



 
2 Corinthians 6:15 (NKJV) 15 And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever?  

 
Joab has Issues – But was Always Ready for War 
Joab and Abishai, they have some issues. Here's one thing about them that we can learn from them. That is that 
they were always ready for war. Amasa, he wasn't. He wasn't prepared for the war when he fought David's men, 
and he isn't ready now. 
 
Ephesians 6:18 says, "Pray without ceasing." Devotions are great, but they're really just to make the coals of a fire 
that cooled from the night's sleep to rekindle. Devotions in the morning, that's great to blow the fresh wind and 
fresh fire over the coals to make them burn and come back alive, but you need to burn that prayer life throughout 
the day. That fire has to continually continue.  
Ephesians 6:18 (NKJV) 18 praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and 
supplication for all the saints—  

 
Pray without ceasing because ... 
 
When war comes we have to react quickly. The buffeting of Satan comes out of nowhere, never comes with a 
warning.  We have to attack or counterattack. We have to be ready. We won't have time, as we look at Amasa, to 
gather forces. We have to go and make an attack before the enemy gets entrenched. 
 
From our book the 21 days of breakthrough prayer, I love the comment that's made. Prayer is activity that enters 
his presence, and in his presence contains power. Oh, the power of prayer. 
 
Amasa can't communicate well with the army. He can't muster a force quick enough. What it appears to me is he 
has no plan either, but David does. Attack now before he gets entrenched, and that's a good word for us, good 
word for sin in our lives: attack now before it gets entrenched. 
 
You know, the key in every battle is intel and communications. The Lord gives us both as we enter into his 
presence. He will give us intel on the enemy and how to handle the enemy and then he will communicate with us 
on how to handle the enemy. 
 
Climb How Christian – Get to Where Pure Oxygen Is / The Quiet from Gnawing 
I am reminded of the story of the pilot who was set to make a bombing run deep inside enemy territory.  He took 
off and was well on his way when he heard this sound coming from underneath the floor decking.  It didn’t take 
him long to know that was the sound of a rat chewing on his electrical wires.  Somehow that rat got inside the 
plane when it was on the ground and all opened up for maintenance.  The pilot had to complete his mission, but at 
the same time, he knew that if the rat ate all the way through the wires he very well may lose vital instruments 
and control of his aircraft and not on fail in the mission but crash his plane.  So, the pilot put on his oxygen mask, 
and started to climb to high altitude where there was no oxygen, and the higher he climbed the less he heard the 
gnawing of the rat, until eventually he heard nothing but silence.  He choked out the rat by taking away his air.  
And beloved of God, we have some many noises around us, so many things gnawing on our minds, that we can’t 
hear anything but them, and thus our mission is in jeopardy, maybe even facing crashing and burning.  We need to, 
not just when, but daily, climb to altitude, choke out the sounds and distractions of the world, until we can hear 
one thing only……… silence, and there we will clearly hear the voice of God, and the heart of God, and we will get 
our communication from God, on what He has for us.  Climb Chrsitian, Climb! 
 
Don’t Faint 
Luke 18 says men ought always to pray and not faint. Maybe you've been praying about something for 20 years 
and you're saying, "What's the use?" Don't quit now, because your breakthrough may be right before you, and if 
you faint you will miss it. At the least, you keep praying because you'll keep connected to the Lord. Prayer allows 
us to enter into his presence, and in his presence is where we will find power. 
Luke 18:1 (NKJV) 1 Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to pray and not lose heart,  
 



Luke 18:1 (KJV 1900) 1 And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to pray, and not to faint;  

 
The Word of God is Living & Powerful 
The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives. 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

 
In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  

• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
 
Boldly Come to Throne of Grace 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might work in 
you, and through you. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
End of Study  



2 Samuel 20:8-26 
 
Pickup Here / Recap 
So we ended our study last time at verse 7.  The setting is that David has returned to Jerusalem after being exiled 
by his son Absalom and has taken back his throne.  But not all were in agreement of David coming back as king, 
and before David even got to sleep in his own bed, a man name Sheba has started a rebellion against him, and civil 
war clouds are forming fast.  David is not going to allow this attack on the unity of the nation, and he gives swift 
commands to his army, go find, engage, and stop the threat, at whatever the cost. 
2 Samuel 20:1–2 (NKJV) 1 And there happened to be there a rebel, whose name was Sheba the son of Bichri, a Benjamite. And he blew a 
trumpet, and said: “We have no share in David, Nor do we have inheritance in the son of Jesse; Every man to his tents, O Israel!” 2 So every man 
of Israel deserted David, and followed Sheba the son of Bichri. But the men of Judah, from the Jordan as far as Jerusalem, remained loyal to their 
king.  

 
So we will read through the rest of that story of David putting down this rebellion, and then move into chapter 21 
(verses 1-14) and the account of a three year famine that came upon the nation during the time of David, but was 
the chastening and judgement of the Lord for a sin that Saul committed when he was king.  So David and the 
Nation of Israel are reaping the consequences of a sin committed by Saul years before David ever became king. 
 
In every study we always ask these questions (see below), for we don’t want to know about God in knowledge 
only, but we want to know His heart, and we want to have His heart in every and all areas and actions of our lives, 
and he does that through His word (Hebrews 4:12).  Having any difficult interpersonal dealings with some people, 
God has some wisdom for you today on how to handle them.  And we, as the United States of America (our 
chapter 21 study part), I believe God has a special word for us today regarding the sanctity of life. 
 
The Word of God is Living & Powerful 
The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives. 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

 
In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  

• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
 
Boldly Come to Throne of Grace 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might work in 
you, and through you. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
Outline 2 Samuel 20:1-26 

• Sheba Divides the Nation (20:1-2) 

• The 10 Concubines Put into Seclusion (20:3) 

• David Gives Order to Pursue and Attack Sheba (20:4-7) 

• Joab Kills Amasa (20:8-10) 

• Amasa's Dead Body is a Gruesome Sight (20:11-12) 

• Sheba Flees to a Fortified City to Hide (20:13-15) 

• Sheba is Delivered Up by the City's Inhabitants (20:16-22) 

• David's Lean Government Cabinet (20:23-26) 
 
 
 



David Gives Order to Pursue and Attack Sheba (20:4-7) 
2 Samuel 20:4 And the king said to Amasa, “Assemble the men of Judah for me within three days, and be 
present here yourself.”  
2 Samuel 20:5 So Amasa went to assemble the men of Judah. But he delayed longer than the set time which 
David had appointed him.  
2 Samuel 20:6 And David said to Abishai, “Now Sheba the son of Bichri will do us more harm than Absalom. Take 
your lord’s servants and pursue him, lest he find for himself fortified cities, and escape us.”  
2 Samuel 20:7 So Joab’s men, with the Cherethites, the Pelethites, and all the mighty men, went out after him. 
And they went out of Jerusalem to pursue Sheba the son of Bichri.  
 
Amasa Led Absalom’s rebellion / Selected for Political Purposes by David 
Amasa you recall was the commander over Absalom’s army during the rebellion and civil war led by Absalom, that 
had forced David from his throne and sent him into exile.  Amasa was David's nephew. He replaced Joab as 
commander of his army. It was more of a political move by David to appease and try to send a statement, "Hey, 
you guys turned against me when you followed Absalom, but I'm not going to come back with a vengeance. I'm not 
going to come back with destruction on my mind. In fact, so much so even all of you who were traitors and 
followed after Amasa who was put in charge of the army by Absalom, I'm going to make Amasa the captain of my 
army. That'll show you how forgiving and receiving I am."  It was a political move by David, but we can clearly see 
by the routing of the defeat when David's army came against Absalom and Amasa that he was not qualified and 
had the battle field expertise. He should've never been a commander in general of a battle field. Here he proves 
that again. He's just not qualified. He can't rally and muster the army quickly. He doesn't know how. Here it's going 
to cost him his life. 
2 Samuel 19:13–14 (NKJV) 13 And say to Amasa, ‘Are you not my bone and my flesh? God do so to me, and more also, if you are not commander 
of the army before me continually in place of Joab.’ ” 14 So he swayed the hearts of all the men of Judah, just as the heart of one man, so that 
they sent this word to the king: “Return, you and all your servants!”  

 
Joab Kills Amasa (20:8-10) 
2 Samuel 20:8 When they were at the large stone which is in Gibeon, Amasa came before them. Now Joab was 
dressed in battle armor; on it was a belt with a sword fastened in its sheath at his hips; and as he was going 
forward, it fell out.  
2 Samuel 20:9 Then Joab said to Amasa, “Are you in health, my brother?” And Joab took Amasa by the beard 
with his right hand to kiss him.  
2 Samuel 20:10 But Amasa did not notice the sword that was in Joab’s hand. And he struck him with it in the 
stomach, and his entrails poured out on the ground; and he did not strike him again. Thus he died. Then Joab 
and Abishai his brother pursued Sheba the son of Bichri.  
 
Doesn’t See This Coming / Joab Being Crafty 
Amasa, he doesn't see this coming.  Joab drops his sword. He makes it look like an accident. What he's doing is he's 
getting a sword out of his pocket, out of its sheath so that he can yield it and wield it quickly. Amasa is caught off 
guard. 
 
Satan the Crafty One 
There is “the Craft one” that we always have to be on guard about, that old devil never rests, looking to catch you 
with your guard down.  Beloved, don’t take your foot off the pedal, nor your hand off the sword, and don’t take 
that armor of God off!  When I was in Bible College one of the teachers asked who put their armor on this morning, 
to which every “spiritual” student raised their hand with pride, to which the teacher replied, why did you take it 
off?  Good point, we need to always be on-guard of the lion who is lying (waiting or telling lies).  Stay in the Word, 
in fellowship, the breaking of the bread which is the remembrance of the cross, and in prayer,  (Acts 2:42). 
Genesis 3:1 (NIV84) 1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God 
really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”  
 
1 Peter 5:8–11 (NKJV) 8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. 9 
Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world. 10 But may the God of all 
grace, who called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you. 11 To Him 
be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.  



 
John 10:10 (NKJV) 10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may 
have it more abundantly.  
 
Ephesians 6:10–11 (NKJV) 10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that 
you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.  
 
Acts 2:42 (NKJV) 42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.  

 
Amasa's Dead Body is a Gruesome Sight (20:11-12) 
2 Samuel 20:11 Meanwhile one of Joab’s men stood near Amasa, and said, “Whoever favors Joab and whoever 
is for David—follow Joab!”  
2 Samuel 20:12 But Amasa wallowed in his blood in the middle of the highway. And when the man saw that all 
the people stood still, he moved Amasa from the highway to the field and threw a garment over him, when he 
saw that everyone who came upon him halted.  
 
Gruesome Sight 
Verse 12 says he wallowed in his blood and his intestines, his guts are laid out, out on the ground. You can imagine 
what the sight is, what that looks like.  
 
Don’t Touch Lord’s Anointed / Amasa Lost – Never Repented 
It's just what we've seen, everyone who has laid a charge and come against the Lord's anointed has been 
diminished or destroyed. That's what will always happen to a person when they lay a hand or a word, an 
accusation against the Lord's anointed.  Now Amasa lost, he didn’t repent.  David forgive, but Amasa still had 
touched the Lord’s anointed. 
 
Specifically Work 
And today I want to lay a challenge for everyone in the work place.  God has put that person over you, to do a 
work in you, so do not touch them with attacks and criticism, but serve them and honor them.  For if not, you are 
touching the Lord’s anointed, yes even that unsaved boss.  If you talk behind your bosses back, try to discredit 
his/her leadership, attack their person, then you are touching the very person that God put over you for His 
purposes.  It’s easy to follow a great leader, but God does a great molding and conforming in your life when you 
yield to a leader who is less than great, but still has is the leader. 
 
Sheba Flees to a Fortified City to Hide (20:13-15) 
2 Samuel 20:13 When he was removed from the highway, all the people went on after Joab to pursue Sheba the 
son of Bichri.  
2 Samuel 20:14 And he went through all the tribes of Israel to Abel and Beth Maachah and all the Berites. So 
they were gathered together and also went after Sheba.  
 
Picking Up Soldiers Along the Way / People Choosing Which King to Serve 
Verse 14 is not conclusive in the original language who is picking up support as they move through the country, is it 
Joab or is it Sheba?  It seems as Joab and David's army are heading to find Sheba, he's picking up soldiers and 
fighters along the way. So there's a tide that's turning as people are returning to the lord, because they see one 
thing now, David means business and they're making decisions while they have the ability to make a decision in a 
peaceful way. And they're choosing a king, and they're choosing David.   
 
No One Leaves Planet Without Choosing King 
No one leaves this earth, this life, without choosing which king/King they will follow.  I pray you say what Joshua 
said, as for me and my house we chose to serve the Lord.  There is only One King, and He is the King who divided 
time, He is King Jesus! 
Joshua 24:15 (NKJV) 15 And if it seems evil to you to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods 
which your fathers served that were on the other side of the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my 
house, we will serve the LORD.”  

 



Israel Making own “Religious” Calendar 
As we said, it's April 2018 and the whole world marches to that date. And as we say it's Jesus time because that 
date was set on the birth of Jesus Christ and surely not a mythical figure can divide time. How radical Jesus was 
that the whole world is on Jesus time. But for the Jewish people  in Israel, they live to this calendar that we do to 
do business, but their religious calendar is still on the lunar cycle. And so though they received independence on 
May 14th, 1948, coming up on 70 years, that day that it happened in their Jewish calendar was April 19th. And so 
that's the day that they celebrate their independence. They made their own calendar but here they are, they're 
nearly a month off of the original and the actual date that it happened. And you can change the calendar, but it 
doesn't change the time. And it doesn't change the fact. We are all on Jesus time. 
 
Antichrist Change Times 
By the way, when the Antichrist comes on the scene, he will change the calendar and it will be for the very reason 
he wants to erase the world from being on Jesus time. 
Daniel 7:25 (NKJV) 25 He shall speak pompous words against the Most High, Shall persecute the saints of the Most High, And shall intend to 
change times and law. Then the saints shall be given into his hand For a time and times and half a time.  

 
May We All be In Sync With Jesus Time 
Oh may we leave here today saying, "Lord, I want to be in sync with you. Living on Jesus time, not my time, not 
something that I march to, but Jesus time. Living Jesus way and not the world's way." 
 
ABC of Salvation 
Some people think a personal relationship with God is something only theologians can comprehend. Actually, 
God’s plan of salvation is simple enough for everyone to understand. Here are the ABCs of salvation.  

Admit  

Admit to God that you are a sinner. All persons need salvation. Each of us has a problem the Bible calls 
sin. Sin is a refusal to acknowledge God’s authority over our lives. Everyone who does not live a life of perfect 
obedience to the Lord is guilty of sin. “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). Since 
none of us is perfect, all of us are sinners (Rom. 3:10- 18).  

The result of sin is spiritual death (Rom. 6:23). Spiritual death means eternal separation from God. By 
God’s perfect standard we are guilty of sin and therefore subject to the punishment for sin, which is separation 
from God. Admitting that you are a sinner and separated from God is the first step of repentance, which is turning 
from sin and self and turning toward God.  

Believe  

Believe in Jesus Christ as God’s Son and receive Jesus’ gift of forgiveness from sin. God loves each of us. 
God offers us salvation. Although we have done nothing to deserve His love and salvation, God wants to save us. In 
the death of Jesus on the cross, God provided salvation for all who would repent of their sins and believe in Jesus. 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but 
have eternal life” (John 3:16).  

Confess  

Confess your faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord to others. After you have received Jesus Christ into 
your life, share your decision with another person. Tell your pastor or a Christian friend about your decision. 
Following Christ’s example, ask for baptism by immersion in your local church as a public expression of your faith. 
“If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you 
will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess 
and are saved” (Rom. 10:9-10).  
Romans 3:23 (NKJV) 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  
 
Romans 6:23 (NKJV) 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 
John 3:16–17 (NKJV) 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.  
 
Romans 10:9–10 (NKJV) 9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, 
you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.  



 
2 Samuel 20:15 Then they came and besieged him in Abel of Beth Maachah; and they cast up a siege mound 
against the city, and it stood by the rampart. And all the people who were with Joab battered the wall to throw 
it down.  
 
Siege Mound - Frightening 
Verse 15, a siege mound. It's ramps up to the wall filled with dirt, or they're taking cut down trees and they're 
using it as a battering ram. They build a siege wall around the city. It's so that if anyone tries to escape, they'll run 
into the siege wall and they'll get killed before they can run into the woods. What a horrible thing if you're inside 
the city, knowing that if the wall does break down even if you try to get out you're still trapped in by this siege 
wall. It's also making a statement to the city of we're going to be here for a long time, and we're not leaving until 
we get what we want. It didn't mean starving you out or thirsting you out by taking away your water source. That's 
fine too, but everybody would see the siege mound and know there was no escaping this. 
 
Gates Locked 
The gates to the cities were always closed so that you couldn't just come storming through and so the city is locked 
up. 
 
Joab One Focus / No Announcements 
Here comes Joab and he starts battering ram against the walls of the city, against the gates of the city, and with no 
announcement of, "Here's why I'm here, here's what's going down. I'm looking for this guy Sheba." Joab, he's 
definitely focused on one thing and he can't think of anything else. And he's focused on destruction and here is 
banging on the wall. 
 
Sheba is Delivered Up by the City's Inhabitants (20:16-22) 
2 Samuel 20:16 Then a wise woman cried out from the city, “Hear, hear! Please say to Joab, ‘Come nearby, that I 
may speak with you.’ ”  
2 Samuel 20:17 When he had come near to her, the woman said, “Are you Joab?” He answered, “I am.” Then she 
said to him, “Hear the words of your maidservant.” And he answered, “I am listening.”  
2 Samuel 20:18 So she spoke, saying, “They used to talk in former times, saying, ‘They shall surely seek guidance 
at Abel,’ and so they would end disputes.  
2 Samuel 20:19 I am among the peaceable and faithful in Israel. You seek to destroy a city and a mother in Israel. 
Why would you swallow up the inheritance of the LORD?”  
2 Samuel 20:20 And Joab answered and said, “Far be it, far be it from me, that I should swallow up or destroy!  
2 Samuel 20:21 That is not so. But a man from the mountains of Ephraim, Sheba the son of Bichri by name, has 
raised his hand against the king, against David. Deliver him only, and I will depart from the city.” So the woman 
said to Joab, “Watch, his head will be thrown to you over the wall.”  
 
Yes ma’am says Joab 
Verse 18. It is interesting. This cold-blooded killer, this man Joab, the warrior that he is and just the brutality, and 
we just watched him gut Amasa. Here comes this older lady who is speaking to him now. You can see him going, 
"Yes, ma'am. No ma'am. Okay, ma'am. I understand ma'am." He just yields to this woman. Very interesting. 
 
City Known For Wisdom 
Verse 18. The city was known for wisdom and godly counsel. The people would come when they had a problem. 
They would come because there was people inside the city who had great wisdom. This woman his making a point, 
there's wise people in here and let us impart some wisdom. Joab is like, "Go ahead, I'm listening.". I. Pray we as a 
people and as a church are known or become known as a “city/people of wisdom”.  Wisdom is knowledge (which is 
based on Word of God) applied to the situation, that prospers everyone involved, and brings and gives glory to 
God. 
 
Let’s pray unto the Lord to be a people that people would come to who are searching for wisdom, and we can 
show them Jesus, His Word, and how to apply it unto their lives to see the glory of God, and give glory to God. 



 
Joab Makes Assumption 
So Joab had made an assumption as he came upon the city, and he just starts battering the city.  He comes with 
the assumption that the city is hiding him, the city is protecting Sheba, the city is in this with Sheba.  But this wise 
woman comes and says hey what’s all the yelling for, why the pounding.  Oh its Sheba you want, hold on we will 
get him for you.  Joab made some assumptions that would have resulted in considerable consequences for many 
innocent people.  So, how about you, you pounding on some doors, you causing some serious escalation of things, 
are you trying to beat some doors down?  And are you sure that you have all the details, have you made 
assumptions without facts?  Evaluate that, as the Lord may be saying, to you right now, what are you basing your 
assumptions on?  Maybe you need to back off and revaluate.  And as always, always, in the bounds of the word of 
God, not emotions (as Joab is full of), but the Word of God, with facts not assumptions.  Assumptions usually have 
one or both of these (pride or emotions), pride I know all, or emotions that supersede waiting on the Lord for 
further instructions.  Joab has both, and a city was about to be destroyed for his assumptions. 
 
2 Samuel 20:22 Then the woman in her wisdom went to all the people. And they cut off the head of Sheba the 
son of Bichri, and threw it out to Joab. Then he blew a trumpet, and they withdrew from the city, every man to 
his tent. So Joab returned to the king at Jerusalem.  
 
Pride comes Before a Fall 
So this wise woman talks to Joab who says we don't want the city, we just only want Sheba.  The people of the city 
say, "Well, heads up. Here he comes." Oh, pride. Pride will come. It will diminish. It will destroy. Nowhere can you 
be safe from the Lord when you touch the Lord's anointed. 
Proverbs 16:18 (NKJV) 18 Pride goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before a fall.  

 
Wise Woman Calms Volatile Situation 
Verse 22 we have a wise woman here who calms a volatile situation. Look at the power of wisdom. Apply it to your 
life and your marriage, to your conversations with your children (especially your teenagers).  A calm manner, with 
choice wisdom, and many a volatile situations can be calmed. 
Proverbs 13:10 (NKJV) 10 By pride comes nothing but strife, But with the well-advised is wisdom.  
 
Proverbs 15:1–2 (NKJV) 1 A soft answer turns away wrath, But a harsh word stirs up anger. 2 The tongue of the wise uses knowledge rightly, But 
the mouth of fools pours forth foolishness.  

 
So the Rebellion is Over 
And here, by one woman full of wisdom, the rebellion is over.  Joab blows the trumpet and everyone goes home, 
and peace has finally returned to the Kingdom. 
 
David's Lean Government Cabinet (20:23-26) 
2 Samuel 20:23 And Joab was over all the army of Israel; Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was over the Cherethites 
and the Pelethites;  
2 Samuel 20:24 Adoram was in charge of revenue; Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud was recorder;  
2 Samuel 20:25 Sheva was scribe; Zadok and Abiathar were the priests;  
2 Samuel 20:26 and Ira the Jairite was a chief minister under David.  
 
Lean Cabinet / No Pork / Get David to Washington 
Verse 26. We saw in the last chapter that Judah didn't get no pork from David's political machine (as they said they 
never ate at the kings table). We are looking here and seeing David as just one lean government enterprise here. 
We got to get this guy to Washington DC. Look how lean his government agency is. 
 
So Joab regains and retains his head over the army.  Benaiah he is over the Cherethites and Pelethites who appear 
to be as we read of them through the life of David as special forces guys, and secret service agents protecting the 
king. 
 
 



Taxation / Division Causes Diminishing 
Verse 24 - Adoram was in charge of revenue - This appears to be the first mention of taxation by David as king and 
probably there wasn't a need for taxation as he had so much tribute coming in, but now there's a need for taxation 
so it's obvious to me the tributes must be down from the other nations that they put under their submission. And 
so here we see, there's always a diminishing, and it goes across to all involved when there's division. And so when 
there was unity, there was no taxation. When there was division, now here they are as a diminishing, and the 
people have to come and make up the shortfall, and that's in life materially when we divide against each other, 
and that's in life spiritually when we divide against each other. There's a diminishing to be had. 
 
Even David Needed a Pastor 
  Some think that the idea behind the phrase “chief minister” is that Ira was sort of a chaplain to David. “He was 
probably a sort of domestic chaplain to the king.” (Clarke).  If David—a man after God’s heart and the sweet 
psalmist of Israel—needed devotional “help,” we should not think ourselves above it (Guzik). 
 
2 Samuel 21 
2 Samuel 21:1-14 
 
Introduction Chapter 21 
So continuing on here in to chapter 21 we come to an account of a 3 year famine in the land.  Now many Bible 
scholars believe that this chapter is not in chronological order and this is a supplementary chapter giving very 
important information of events that happened during David’s reign, but not necessarily in chronological order.  To 
which, that may be correct, it may not be.  I tend to just keep going in chronological order until something 
convinces me that it is not.  I am not convinced one way or the other, but lean this chapter more so in 
chronological order. 
 
Outline 2 Samuel 21:1-22 

• Three Years of Famine for Saul’s Sin Against the Gibeonites (21:1-2) 

• Seven Descendants of Saul Hung for the Sin Against the Gibeonites (21:3-9) 

• The Bones of Saul and Jonathan Buried in the Tomb of Kish (21:10-14) 

• The Four Giants Killed by David’s Men (21:15-22) 
 
Three Years of Famine for Saul’s Sin Against the Gibeonites (21:1-2) 
2 Samuel 21:1 Now there was a famine in the days of David for three years, year after year; and David inquired 
of the LORD. And the LORD answered, “It is because of Saul and his bloodthirsty house, because he killed the 
Gibeonites.”  
 
God Answers David Not because King – But a Son 
Verse one, God doesn't answer David because he's king. He answers David because he's a son. And this is the 
relationship that the Lord has with everyone that's a son and a daughter. You shall seek me and find me when you 
search for me with all your heart. Call to me and I will answer you. Show you great and mighty things which you do 
not know. Ask and it will be given. Seek and you will find. Knock and it shall be open. And so we have this entry and 
access to boldly come before the throne. Of grace. To seek God and inquire of Him. And He will speak in His timing 
of what we need to hear. Of what we're asking. He speaks to David not because he's the king but because he's a 
son. And so too will He speak to you as a son or a daughter. 
Matthew 7:7–11 (NKJV) 7 “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks 
receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened. 9 Or what man is there among you who, if his son asks for bread, will 
give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent? 11 If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, 
how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him!  
 
John 15:7–8 (NKJV) 7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. 8 By this My 
Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.  

 



2 Samuel 21:2 So the king called the Gibeonites and spoke to them. Now the Gibeonites were not of the children 
of Israel, but of the remnant of the Amorites; the children of Israel had sworn protection to them, but Saul had 
sought to kill them in his zeal for the children of Israel and Judah.  
 
Recap of the Gibeonites 
Remember the Gibeonites?  When the Israelites first entered the Promised Land, they wiped out all of the 
Canaanites, according to the plan of God. One group, however, the Gibeonites tricked Joshua into signing a peace 
treaty with them. The result was that the Gibeonites became servants to the Israelites 
Joshua 9:14–15 (NKJV) 14 Then the men of Israel took some of their provisions; but they did not ask counsel of the LORD. 15 So Joshua made peace 
with them, and made a covenant with them to let them live; and the rulers of the congregation swore to them.  

 
Numbers 35 - Atonement 
Numbers 35 the requirement for atonement.  This killing of the Gibeonites has polluted the land of Israel, and God 
will serve justice regarding it. 
Numbers 35:29–34 (NKJV) 29 ‘And these things shall be a statute of judgment to you throughout your generations in all your dwellings. 30 
Whoever kills a person, the murderer shall be put to death on the testimony of witnesses; but one witness is not sufficient testimony against a 
person for the death penalty. 31 Moreover you shall take no ransom for the life of a murderer who is guilty of death, but he shall surely be put to 
death. 32 And you shall take no ransom for him who has fled to his city of refuge, that he may return to dwell in the land before the death of the 
priest. 33 So you shall not pollute the land where you are; for blood defiles the land, and no atonement can be made for the land, for the blood 
that is shed on it, except by the blood of him who shed it. 34 Therefore do not defile the land which you inhabit, in the midst of which I dwell; for I 
the LORD dwell among the children of Israel.’ ”  

 
Saul the People Pleaser 
Verse two it says that Saul did these things for the people of Israel and we know very specifically Benjamin because 
the Gibeonites were living in the region where Benjamin's inheritance was. Saul's doing this to please the people 
and you will never prosper when you live to please people. It doesn't say that Saul did this to please the Lord. He's 
doing it to please people and a people pleaser will never be able to have rest because people will never be 
pleased. You need to live your life in such a way God am I pleasing to you? And then when you call it a day you can 
lay down and call it a day and not worry what men think of you. That's on your school campus. That's in your 
workplace and that's in your ministries.  There will never be pleasing of people, who they themselves are not 
resting and content in the Lord, so it is an endless no pleasing situation, because contentment can only be found in 
the Lord. 
 
Saul’s Misrepresenting God before the People 
Now Saul's responsibility as king was partly to represent God to the surrounding nations. This is a nation whose 
God is the Lord, and he's totally misrepresented God because he breaks the oath between the Gibeonites, which 
as a representative of God, he's misrepresenting that God doesn't keep oaths. He has brought the wrath of the 
Lord upon the nation by doing so, and the very reason that Joshua all subsequent judges would not break the oath 
(Joshua 9:20). 
Joshua 9:19–20 (NKJV) 19 Then all the rulers said to all the congregation, “We have sworn to them by the LORD God of Israel; now therefore, we 
may not touch them. 20 This we will do to them: We will let them live, lest wrath be upon us because of the oath which we swore to them.”  

 
Let Your yes – Be Yes 
We're told not to make oaths but simply let our yes be yes. But when we do make oaths, God expects us to keep 
our oaths.  The world is watching on to see if we are faithful to God and the vows we have made.   
Matthew 5:33–37 (NKJV) 33 “Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but shall perform your oaths to 
the Lord.’ 34 But I say to you, do not swear at all: neither by heaven, for it is God’s throne; 35 nor by the earth, for it is His footstool; nor by 
Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36 Nor shall you swear by your head, because you cannot make one hair white or black. 37 But let 
your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,’ and your ‘No,’ ‘No.’ For whatever is more than these is from the evil one.  

 
God Honors You When You Honor Your Covenant 
There's blessings in the oaths and covenants that we make, the marriage. There's a blessing to stay inside of our 
covenant. It's always easier to quit but God honors the long road and the hard road. It's easier to skip the 
commitments that we make. But God honors us when we keep our commitments.  And, not just staying in the 
marriage (apart from adultery), but in keeping the verbal oath we made that day, to love and to cherish, to honor, 
until death do us part.  Don’t just stay in the marriage, but be all in the marriage! 



 
Go Serious About Covenant – And We Should Praise Him for That 
So God's serious about covenant and covenant keeping and we should be thankful for that even when we read a 
story like this and go, "What?" We should walk away with, God if you're going to hold the nation of Israel to the 
covenant, an oath they made to these Gibeonites who deceived them then I can rest assured that my covenant 
with you based on the blood of Jesus Christ that my sins are gone, forgotten, cleansed and forgiven and that this 
new covenant can never be superseded or taken away. That I am secure because of your oath and that you're an 
oath keeper and a covenant keeper and you'll never break the covenant with me ever. 
Malachi 3:6 (NKJV) 6 “For I am the LORD, I do not change; Therefore you are not consumed, O sons of Jacob.  

 
And: 
Hebrews 13:5 (NKJV) 5 Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. For He Himself has said, “I will never 
leave you nor forsake you.”  
 
Philippians 1:6 (NKJV) 6 being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus 
Christ;  
 
Matthew 11:28–30 (NKJV) 28 Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn 
from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”  
 
John 19:30 (NKJV) 30 So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, “It is finished!” And bowing His head, He gave up His spirit.  
 
John 14:2–4 (NKJV) 2 In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I 
go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And where I go you know, 
and the way you know.”  
 
Revelation 21:4–5 (NKJV) 4 And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall 
be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.” 5 Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.” And He said to 
me, “Write, for these words are true and faithful.”  

 
Seven Descendants of Saul Hung for the Sin Against the Gibeonites (21:3-9) 
2 Samuel 21:3 Therefore David said to the Gibeonites, “What shall I do for you? And with what shall I make 
atonement, that you may bless the inheritance of the LORD?”  
2 Samuel 21:4 And the Gibeonites said to him, “We will have no silver or gold from Saul or from his house, nor 
shall you kill any man in Israel for us.” So he said, “Whatever you say, I will do for you.”  
 
Not for Money – But Justice 
They're not here to be paid off, that money could appease this. They're not in it for some type of gain. They're in it 
for the correcting of a great wrong and a great injustice that was done by Saul in his zeal. 
 
Saul & His Lineage 
So the Gibeonites do not ask for the murder of other tribes in the nation of Israel. They are targeting and zeroing in 
on Saul and his tribe through the Benjamites.  Again, back in verse one, there's a key piece of information here as it 
says "Saul's bloodthirsty house." It's beyond just Saul. It's all that are with Saul in his family, in his lineage, the 
Benjamites, very specifically. So we're gonna see how that plays back when the retribution comes that's gonna be 
very specific on the house of Saul because of the bloodthirsty killing of Saul and those who are with him. 
 
The Blood Feud 
So they ask for the killing of the offspring’s, which in this culture, and it's still even prevalent today, it's called the 
blood feud where if you kill one of my family members, I seek you out, however long it takes and take out one of 
your family members and that's what's being spoken of here and the number seven represents the number of 
completion and so they want a complete killing, if you would, to end and cleanse this blood feud that has 
happened between them and the family of Saul. 
 
 



2 Samuel 21:5 Then they answered the king, “As for the man who consumed us and plotted against us, that we 
should be destroyed from remaining in any of the territories of Israel,  
2 Samuel 21:6 let seven men of his descendants be delivered to us, and we will hang them before the LORD in 
Gibeah of Saul, whom the LORD chose.” And the king said, “I will give them.”  
2 Samuel 21:7 But the king spared Mephibosheth the son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, because of the LORD’s 
oath that was between them, between David and Jonathan the son of Saul.  
2 Samuel 21:8 So the king took Armoni and Mephibosheth, the two sons of Rizpah the daughter of Aiah, whom 
she bore to Saul, and the five sons of Michal the daughter of Saul, whom she brought up for Adriel the son of 
Barzillai the Meholathite;  
 
Rizpah 
Rizpah was one of Saul’s concubines. 
2 Samuel 3:7 (NKJV) 7 And Saul had a concubine, whose name was Rizpah, the daughter of Aiah. So Ishbosheth said to Abner, “Why have you 
gone in to my father’s concubine?”  

 
Michal and Merab 
So verse eight says Michal and her five sons which we immediately think Michal the daughter Saul who David had 
married and we could think that these five sons were five sons that she bore when Saul had taken her from David 
when David was on the run from Saul and Saul had given it to Palti and therefore these were the five sons that she 
bore with him but that's not the case either. What we see is that Saul's other daughter Merab therefore Michal's 
sister, it was her five children that she bore with this husband that's mentioned in this passage (Adriel). And if you 
recall she (Merab) was supposed to be given to David originally for David killing Goliath but then Saul did the 
switcheroo on him and gave Merab to Adriel, no doubt for political reasons and then gave David Michal. 
 
So the key here with all that said is this word here in verse 8, that says brought up. Maybe your translation maybe 
even says born. But this word can be used in both cases and so what it appears to be is that Michal brought up, as 
in she was an aunt, and she raised up these five sons although she didn't bear them. She didn't birth them but she 
raised them up which was common in the day as it in this, because we don't know the whole story of Merab, she 
might have been at some point deceased or she might have been became ill with health issues and couldn't do the 
parenting role and so Michal steps in to do this.   
1 Samuel 18:17–20 (NKJV) 17 Then Saul said to David, “Here is my older daughter Merab; I will give her to you as a wife. Only be valiant for me, 
and fight the LORD’s battles.” For Saul thought, “Let my hand not be against him, but let the hand of the Philistines be against him.” 18 So David 
said to Saul, “Who am I, and what is my life or my father’s family in Israel, that I should be son-in-law to the king?” 19 But it happened at the 
time when Merab, Saul’s daughter, should have been given to David, that she was given to Adriel the Meholathite as a wife. 20 Now Michal, 
Saul’s daughter, loved David. And they told Saul, and the thing pleased him.  
 
1 Samuel 25:44 (NKJV) 44 But Saul had given Michal his daughter, David’s wife, to Palti the son of Laish, who was from Gallim.  

 
2 Samuel 21:9 and he delivered them into the hands of the Gibeonites, and they hanged them on the hill before 
the LORD. So they fell, all seven together, and were put to death in the days of harvest, in the first days, in the 
beginning of barley harvest.  
 
7 Is Number of Completion 
Why the lineage retaliation? Seven is the number of completion. God sends a complete and clear message. "I'm 
serious about oaths. I see them broken and my judgment or chastening will come if repentance isn't made." 
 
No Generational Curses / Son’s Shall Not be Put to Death for Father 
Now the sons shall not be punished for the sins of their fathers we're told in the scriptures, but we're also told that 
the sins of the father will be passed down to the third and fourth generation.  
Deuteronomy 24:16 (NKJV) 16 “Fathers shall not be put to death for their children, nor shall children be put to death for their fathers; a person 
shall be put to death for his own sin.  
 
Ezekiel 18:19–20 (NKJV) 19 “Yet you say, ‘Why should the son not bear the guilt of the father?’ Because the son has done what is lawful and 
right, and has kept all My statutes and observed them, he shall surely live. 20 The soul who sins shall die. The son shall not bear the guilt of the 
father, nor the father bear the guilt of the son. The righteousness of the righteous shall be upon himself, and the wickedness of the wicked shall 
be upon himself.  



 
Numbers 14:17–18 (NKJV) 17 And now, I pray, let the power of my LORD be great, just as You have spoken, saying, 18 ‘The LORD is longsuffering 
and abundant in mercy, forgiving iniquity and transgression; but He by no means clears the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the 
children to the third and fourth generation.’  

 
Some Sins Carry to Child – As Learnt Behavior 
Some people believe that there is what is called “Generational Curses”, and that is god passing the sins of the 
father down to the children and the children’s children.  The sins of my parents are theirs and they are accountable 
to them. But the sins of my parents can become learnt behavior for me. God and the Bible were never a basis for 
the family that I grew up and so much of my behavior I learnt watching how my family interacted. But when I 
became saved, I become accountable to God's word, and therefore, I became accountable to doing it in 
accordance to his way not what I had learnt. And anything that isn't Godly I need to say, "This behavior, it ends 
here with me. And I will not pass it onto my children." And this is part of the legacy that we talked about leaving 
our children in the short time that we have. We have a legacy that we leave them and it needs to be a Godly 
legacy. And anything that they may learn from us that's not of the Lord and carry it into their relations and 
replicate a sin or a behavior we need to change it before they replicate it. 
 
Children Regardless of Age – You Don’t Have to Repeat Parents Cycle 
And children, regardless of your age, you don't have to repeat your parents cycle. It doesn't have to become your 
law, your norm and then your famine. God wants to bring the rain into your life, and bring you a new season, and a 
new beginning. 
 
Not Sure When this Happened – If Chronological this Story is 35-70 Years Later / Saul Never Repented 
I believe, here through this application before us here with David and the sin of Saul and the repercussions played 
out down into David and the nation of Israel all these years later.  If David is about 30-35 years into his reign at this 
point, if this happened in in Saul’s reign early (surely doubt later in his reign for all he cared about in the backend 
of his reign was finding and killing David – Saul reigned 40 years), we are looking at a consequence that came 
anywhere from say 35 to 70 years after the event.  And now with the famine we see is God is finally bringing a 
judgment, a chastening upon the nation of Israel and it's important that we catch that statement, the nation of 
Israel. The nation of Israel will have many kings and be broken up by such leadership as we would see as periods 
within the nation. But as a whole, it's still considered a nation.  And so the significance of that is that Saul 
committed the sin and truly if we look at it, Saul was given plenty of opportunity to correct the sin with these 
Gibeonites, which he never did. Saul had opportunity to repent of many of his sins before the Lord, which he never 
did and upon him came a judgment and a justice in that manner. 
 
David Reaping Consequences / Very Subtle – But David Now King and Now Responsible 
But now David is the king and David is reaping the consequences. The whole nation is reaping the consequences by 
having three years of famine, which was because of the sin of Saul, which we go, "Well, that doesn't seem fair," 
and therein lies the significance of the passage that is before us and the application that even speaks to us all these 
years later. And that is that David has not corrected this sin and we see a responsibility upon a successor even for 
the faults and failings of a predecessor.  David knew the oath that Joshua made to the Gibeonites 400 years prior 
and every judge and leader of Israel was faithful to that oath that was made to not destroy them, to protect them, 
except Saul and David comes and inherits the failings of Saul, but here we see that he still has a responsibility to 
the word of God regardless of who broke it. Even if it wasn't he who broke it, when he became leader, he assumed 
the responsibility to fulfill and what we see is David never did and so now this sin is passed on to David's reign and 
now God's coming to say it needs to be corrected and he does that by getting David's attention through three 
years of famine. 
 
David Needed to Overturn Saul’s Error – Breaking the Oath of God 
Saul destroying the Gibeonites doesn't mean that David says, "Well, that's how things are now." David needs to 
overturn and return what Saul had destroyed because it was an oath that was made on behalf of a nation.  
 
 



Killing Gibeonites – Now Accepted History - Norm 
Killing the Gibeonites had become so part of the nation it became the norm. David didn't even think about it or 
pray about it. And here our parallel story is that the killing of the innocent has been made legal, and funded, and 
has become the norm in this Country and other Western Nations.  How can America and Britain and the countries 
as such think that God will bless a nation who kills what God has created and considers precious (see Psalm 139); I 
am talking about abortion, 60+ million in 45 years. 
Psalm 139:13–16 (NKJV) 13 For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother’s womb. 14 I will praise You, for I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made; Marvelous are Your works, And that my soul knows very well. 15 My frame was not hidden from You, When I was made in 
secret, And skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. 16 Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed. And in Your book they all were 
written, The days fashioned for me, When as yet there were none of them.  

 
Abortion Statistics: 

• 60 million estimated abortions in USA since 1973 (according to National Right to life org) 

• Planned Parenthood receives ½ Billion dollars a year from the government. 

• Obamacare uses taxpayer funds to subsidize abortion by various means 
 
Doctor Death 
I am reminded of how the doctor was pressuring us to abort our son, because she felt they may be complications 
because of our age.  She kept pressuring for a “prenatal screening test”.  She kept saying she just wanted us to be 
informed so we could make an informed decision.  To which we would say, and then what?  Nothing would 
change, we are having this baby, life begins at conception, it is not for us to determine who lives and who dies, that 
is what God does, and we are not a god.  I remember it, even though 12 years ago, like I am reliving the moment 
right now.  It was dark, the room was dark because we were doing the ultrasound, and they never brought the 
lights up.  The doctor, was a doctor of death, I felt I was in the very presence of Satan.  Renee would later go back 
for a follow-up, and this doctor was even more pressing the issue of abortion.  The doctor was an angel of death, I 
believe it without a doubt.  And I would not trade my Camden for anything in the world, and my life would not be 
anything near the glory that it is had he not been born. 
 
I Am Roe versus Wade 
I am the Roe versus Wade generation, and abortion was a very hotly debated topic in my life.  But it is not that 
much anymore, it is accepted as the way it is in the nation.  And there sits a generation here today, that your 
whole life, you never knew of it being anything else but the law of the land, but that wasn’t how it always was, 
there was a great fight on to keep the sanctity of life.  But for you today, that is something you were not part of the 
fight, it is just the law of the land you live in. 
 
God Sees a Nation as An Entity – Not Terms in Office 
God sees a nation as an entity. Past regimes or party doesn't make a separate nation or a separate period. But it's 
one nation. As for America, it should be one nation under God.  Presidents come into office and the conservative 
ones evade the issue by saying it should be a State decision (but Roe vs Wade was a Federal decision – it was 
decided in the US Supreme Court), and the State representatives they evade the issue by saying it is a Federal 
issue.  They all essentially are saying Saul made that law, not me, and so it is the new normal, after 200 years of it 
not being. 
 
What is Our Responsibility 
What can we do regarding this and other sins that have become law?  Do what David did, recognize the famine, 
the spiritual drought and bareness, and “inquire of the Lord”, and wait for Him to speak what He would have us to 
do about it.  I know at a minimum, it is to believe His Word, regardless of the laws that so-call nullify it and cry out 
to Him to move and overturn it, and turn it back Him. 
John 15:7–8 (NKJV) 7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. 8 By this My 
Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.  

 
2 Chronicles 7:12–18 (NKJV) 12 Then the LORD appeared to Solomon by night, and said to him: “I have heard your prayer, and have chosen this 
place for Myself as a house of sacrifice. 13 When I shut up heaven and there is no rain, or command the locusts to devour the land, or send 
pestilence among My people, 14 if My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from 



their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land. 15 Now My eyes will be open and My ears attentive 
to prayer made in this place. 16 For now I have chosen and sanctified this house, that My name may be there forever; and My eyes and My heart 
will be there perpetually. 17 As for you, if you walk before Me as your father David walked, and do according to all that I have commanded you, 
and if you keep My statutes and My judgments, 18 then I will establish the throne of your kingdom, as I covenanted with David your father, 
saying, ‘You shall not fail to have a man as ruler in Israel.’  

 
If You Considering Abortion – It is a Lie 
If you are considering an abortion, it is a lie, straight from the pit of hell. If you have had an abortion, God will 
forgive you, for He is that loving and forgiven.  Please read the article in Calvary Magazine on Pastor Jack Hibbs 
(issue 76), and his mother’s failed abortion attempt, and how God had a plan for him as he now pastors a church of 
several thousands, and has made tremendous impact for God, and believe that your child can and will too! 
 
The Bones of Saul and Jonathan Buried in the Tomb of Kish (21:10-14) 
2 Samuel 21:10 Now Rizpah the daughter of Aiah took sackcloth and spread it for herself on the rock, from the 
beginning of harvest until the late rains poured on them from heaven. And she did not allow the birds of the air 
to rest on them by day nor the beasts of the field by night.  
2 Samuel 21:11 And David was told what Rizpah the daughter of Aiah, the concubine of Saul, had done.  
2 Samuel 21:12 Then David went and took the bones of Saul, and the bones of Jonathan his son, from the men 
of Jabesh Gilead who had stolen them from the street of Beth Shan, where the Philistines had hung them up, 
after the Philistines had struck down Saul in Gilboa.  
2 Samuel 21:13 So he brought up the bones of Saul and the bones of Jonathan his son from there; and they 
gathered the bones of those who had been hanged.  
2 Samuel 21:14 They buried the bones of Saul and Jonathan his son in the country of Benjamin in Zelah, in the 
tomb of Kish his father. So they performed all that the king commanded. And after that God heeded the prayer 
for the land.  
  
Left Unburied 
Spread it for herself on the rock … until the late rains poured on them from heaven: Rizpah—the mother of two of 
the seven delivered for execution—held a vigil over the bodies until the late rains came. The coming of rain 
showed that the famine was over, that justice was satisfied, and that Israel was delivered.  The bodies of these 
men were deliberately left unburied. This was to emphasize the fact that these men were executed as an act of 
judgment. 
 
Public Burial 
They gathered the bones: David gave these seven a public burial, together with the remains of Saul and Jonathan. 
 
7 Months of Mourning 
Verse 10 from of the beginning of the harvest to the rains is pretty much saying from harvest to harvest which 
would be the barley harvest is about in April and it would go into the next harvest which would be October. So she 
is mourning for seven months straight. That's pretty heavy mourning but that's to be expected. 
 
David Carried Justice – Inquired of Lord 
David carries out the judgment and no doubt it was hard. But if David didn't carry out the judgment he would have 
had to face God's judgment further through the famine. And so David, carrying out this judgment and the death of 
these seven men, no doubt David inquired of the Lord because that's how he got to this place that something 
needed to be done. And therefore, I think God confirmed this judgment to him. 
 
But Notice – Justice with Compassion 
But notice the example of David and what an example for us. "I have to carry forth judgment but not without 
compassion." He comforted those who mourned. He ministered to this hurting woman. He had love and 
compassion even in judgment. And that's an example for us. 
 
Holy God – Yet Compassionate God 
And it is a reflection of God's heart for God is holy and God is love. 



 
God Forgives – There is Returning / God Brings the Rain 
In verse 10 and 14 we see the demonstration that God forgives. So often people think there's no returning after a 
failure but that's not so. Here we see God forgives and restores, and doesn’t just bring rain, but verse 10 says 
heavy rain!  And he will bring the rain. Do you need the fresh rain in your parched life? Today God will bring the 
rain.  Do you see a famine in your life? God brings the rain to water the seed for a harvest to come. He is the Lord 
of the harvest. 
 
The Word of God is Living & Powerful 
The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives. 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

 
In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  

• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
 
Boldly Come to Throne of Grace 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might work in 
you, and through you. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
End of Study  



2 Samuel 21:15-22 
 
2 Samuel 21:15 When the Philistines were at war again with Israel, David and his servants with him went down 
and fought against the Philistines; and David grew faint.  
2 Samuel 21:16 Then Ishbi-Benob, who was one of the sons of the giant, the weight of whose bronze spear was 
three hundred shekels, who was bearing a new sword, thought he could kill David.  
2 Samuel 21:17 But Abishai the son of Zeruiah came to his aid, and struck the Philistine and killed him. Then the 
men of David swore to him, saying, “You shall go out no more with us to battle, lest you quench the lamp of 
Israel.”  
 
David 1st Giant Slayer / Now 4 More / This is David’s Legacy 
David was the first giant killer, and now we read of another man (Abishai) becoming a giant killer, and before our 
study is over, three more men will kill giants.  We read the legacy that David leaves behind, and the legacy of David 
that he left behind to his mighty men was that he was a giant killer, and that legacy passed on to them, that they 
too could be giant killers, and they did.  The first giant (Goliath) all of Israel quaked, now here they run to the fight.  
They know that giants can be killed, because they watched David do it, and now they believe they can too. 
2 Samuel 21:22 (NKJV) 22 These four were born to the giant in Gath, and fell by the hand of David and by the hand of his servants.  

 
1 Samuel 17 
David the first giant killer, we read that story back in 1 Samuel 17.  Let’s recap that glorious story of David and 
Goliath.  
1 Samuel 17:45–47 (NKJV) 45 Then David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with a sword, with a spear, and with a javelin. But I come to you 
in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46 This day the LORD will deliver you into my hand, and I 
will strike you and take your head from you. And this day I will give the carcasses of the camp of the Philistines to the birds of the air and the 
wild beasts of the earth, that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel. 47 Then all this assembly shall know that the LORD does not 
save with sword and spear; for the battle is the LORD’s, and He will give you into our hands.”  

 
David’s Specs 
David is about, based on piecing all the math together about how old David was when he died, how old he would 
have been when he started to be king, how many years he reigned as king, how many years he spent on the run 
from Saul, the age of his brothers being old enough to go to war, and that David was not of age for war, with all 
that said,  

• David is somewhere around 15 to 16 years old.  

• The average 15 to 16-year-old Jewish boy is about 5.5 feet tall,  

• And is probably about 125 pounds, and that is dripping wet. 
 
Goliath’s Spec 
Goliath, 

• it says that he's six cubits tall, and a cubit was anywhere from about 18 inches to 21 inches, a cubit was 
based on the length from your elbow to the tip of your finger, and based on that, Goliath measures out 
around 9.9 feet, maybe upwards to 10.9 inches (almost 11 foot). 

• We're told from the weight of his armor that he's carrying, he carries close to 150-200 pounds, because a 
shekel converts to about a half an ounce in our math, but there were different weights of shekel, bronze, 
silver, gold, etc, so we can only guesstimate, but he's carrying somewhere around 150 pounds of body 
armor, maybe even upwards to 200.  

• and then his spear, the head of his spear was about 15 pounds, and mind you, the American shot put, the 
Olympics, they heave a 16-pound weight, and they just heave it. Here, Goliath has the strength to 
pinpoint accuracy throw it as a spear and kill somebody.  

• So based on that, it's really no problem, based on the strength that it would take to carry such weight, and 
the height, this guy is 500 to 600 pounds, some would even speculate upwards to 750 pounds.  

You got someone who is four, five times greater in weight than David, and almost hovering five feet higher, this 
was a tremendous sight to behold. 
 



The Heart of David (Jesse – Saul – Army) / David Believed he was a Giant Killer 
But, what can’t be weighted or measured, is the heart in the man.  And there was something about the heart of 
David that was known by all because: 

• David's father (Jesse) surely didn't know that David was going to end up fighting a giant, but he would 
have surely known, when he sent David with supplies to the battlefront, that the battle could have broken 
out at any moment. The Israeli position could have been overrun by the Philistines. David could have been 
trapped in the middle of it, and yet his father believed that David had the means to be able to handle that 
situation. 

• The king of Israel (Saul) thought that he could battle the giant, because Saul sends him into battle.  

• The whole army of Israel watched, we do not read of them running away saying this is not going to end 
well for us, we are all on our way to slavery, rather they gather on the hill to watch the battle. 

• And the greatness of David is his heart, because David wanted to be a giant killer, to which comes the 
question for every one of us, who here wants to be a giant killer? David wanted to be a giant killer. 

• And, let it be noted, that God called David a man after His own heart long before this battle, all the way 
back in chapter 13, and here we are in the battle (in chapter 17).  God saw the heart of David, a giant 
killer. 

1 Samuel 13:14 (NKJV) 14 But now your kingdom shall not continue. The LORD has sought for Himself a man after His own heart, and the LORD 
has commanded him to be commander over His people, because you have not kept what the LORD commanded you.”  

 
What is a Giant Killer? – Goliath Means to Strip Away 
What is a giant killer? Well, Goliath's name gives us an indication. The root meaning of Goliath means to strip 
away. It means to make naked, to bring to shame, and here we see the spiritual picture for us, as Romans 15:4 tells 
us that these are given to us as examples for our learning, and we see an enemy that comes, and he wants to strip 
away our joy. He wants to expose us and bring us to shame.  
Romans 15:4 (NKJV) 4 For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the 
Scriptures might have hope.  

 
Defy (Mock, Blaspheme, Reproach) 
And David gives definition more so. Three times, he'll say, "You defy (mock, blaspheme, reproach) the armies of 
God." David's making the statement, "You are bringing shame (reproach), disgrace, upon the army of God.", and 
hence upon God Himself!  When we see a Goliath, when we see a Philistine army coming, they are coming to strip 
away our joy, coming to strip away the freedom that we have in Christ.  The Philistines have come and now nobody 
can move. Everybody's living in fear. People are afraid to go back to lives and enjoy life together. Families are 
separated, because men are at war, paralyzed in fear as they are on the battlefield but afraid to fight. People are 
not moving about the country and going to the temple to worship, because everyone's afraid because war is 
holding them hostage as the Philistines come and take position. Goliath has stripped them of the joy of their Lord, 
stripped them of the freedom that they had, and the freedom of worshiping the Lord. And David comes, and the 
reason David wants to fight is because he will not allow Goliath to strip away the glory of the Lord, from his nation 
or from his family. And so David comes ready to fight. 
1 Samuel 17:10 (NKJV) 10 And the Philistine said, “I defy the armies of Israel this day; give me a man, that we may fight together.”  
 
1 Samuel 17:25 (NKJV) 25 So the men of Israel said, “Have you seen this man who has come up? Surely he has come up to defy Israel; and it shall 
be that the man who kills him the king will enrich with great riches, will give him his daughter, and give his father’s house exemption from taxes 
in Israel.”  
 
1 Samuel 17:26 (NKJV) 26 Then David spoke to the men who stood by him, saying, “What shall be done for the man who kills this Philistine and 
takes away the reproach from Israel? For who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should defy the armies of the living God?”  
 
1 Samuel 17:36 (NKJV) 36 Your servant has killed both lion and bear; and this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, seeing he has 
defied the armies of the living God.”  
 
1 Samuel 17:45 (NKJV) 45 Then David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with a sword, with a spear, and with a javelin. But I come to you in 
the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied.  

 
 
 



Man After God’s Own Heart – Fights Anything that Strips Away / Fights Not Just for Self – But Others 
And hence, we see why David, in 1 Samuel 13, is called a man after God's own heart, and it's reiterated into Acts 
13. That's his legacy and definition, greater than a giant killer, a man after God's own heart, but to be a man after 
God's own heart, a woman after God's own heart, we have to go battle toe to toe and face to face with anything 
that strips away the glory of God in our lives and those around us, because yes, we are called for more than 
fighting for ourselves and for our pleasures and comforts, but for a nation, and for our countrymen, for church 
members. We come and we help fight for them, also. That's why David's a man after God's own heart. 
1 Samuel 13:14 (NKJV) 14 But now your kingdom shall not continue. The LORD has sought for Himself a man after His own heart, and the LORD 
has commanded him to be commander over His people, because you have not kept what the LORD commanded you.”  
 
Acts 13:22 (NKJV) 22 And when He had removed him, He raised up for them David as king, to whom also He gave testimony and said, ‘I have 
found David the son of Jesse, a man after My own heart, who will do all My will.’  

 
For All of Us – 2 Timothy 2:2 
And David kills the giant, and this is the legacy that he leaves. And we are told as leaders, whether that be church 
leaders or whether that be mothers and fathers, we're told in 2 Timothy 2:2 of how we're to leave a legacy to 
teach others and teach them so well that they can teach others themselves.  

• And it's not just teaching the word, that they can get up and give a sermon,  

• but they can teach and lead others how to kill giants.  

• They can teach and lead others how to overcome sin.  

• They can teach and lead others how to walk in faith in the boldness of their calling.  

• They can teach and lead others on how to pray to a living God.  

• They can teach and lead others how to worship the one true and living God. 
2 Timothy 2:2 (NKJV) 2 And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to 
teach others also.  

 
2 Timothy 2:1–7 (NKJV) 1 You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 And the things that you have heard from me 
among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also. 3 You therefore must endure hardship as a good 
soldier of Jesus Christ. 4 No one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs of this life, that he may please him who enlisted him as a 
soldier. 5 And also if anyone competes in athletics, he is not crowned unless he competes according to the rules. 6 The hardworking farmer must 
be first to partake of the crops. 7 Consider what I say, and may the Lord give you understanding in all things.  

 
Parents – It is the greatest Inheritance we Leave our Kids (or Anyone Else) / They Will Prosper in All They Do 
And parents, when we can do that, when we do that, when we make our children giant slayers, when we make 
them men and women after God's own heart, it will be greater than any college education you'll get them. It'll be 
greater than any inheritance that you leave them, because if you leave them Jesus Christ, and his truths, that they 
live by faith upon them, whatever they do, they'll prosper in, because when you live to please God, when you live 
to honor God in everything that you say and do, then everything will prosper 

• your work will prosper, because God will see to it.  

• Your marriage will prosper, because God will be in the middle of it.  

• Your ministry will be fruitful, because God is in the midst of it.  

• And someday, when your children grow up to be parents themselves, their parenting will be prosperous. 
We talked about, last time together, that learnt behavior, and how we have to undo it when it's the bad learnt 
behavior from fallen and sinful parents, but here's a behavior, a legacy that I'd like to leave my children, and that 
they would learn from me, one that lives to glorify Jesus Christ, being a man after God's own heart, a man of faith. 
 
Parents Pray – Make My Child a Giant Killer 
We, parents, need to pray, "Make my child a giant killer. Anything that defies God, anything that defiles God, 
anything that strips away from the glory of God, that my child would be a giant killer." Pray that. We need to pray 
it daily, and we need to tell them daily, "I pray for you to be a giant killer, and in my heart of hearts, I know that 
you are a giant killer." 
 
We Need to Look Them in Eye and Tell Them They Are – Giant Killers 
And here's the mighty takeaway, that I want parents to embrace their child and look into their eye tonight, and to 
tell them, "David, this teenager, proves that a teen can beat any Goliath, especially a teen who has a heart after 



God and knows that the battle belongs to the Lord." Tell your teen, "I believe you can be, and you are, a giant 
killer." 
1 Samuel 17:47 (NKJV) 47 Then all this assembly shall know that the LORD does not save with sword and spear; for the battle is the LORD’s, and He 
will give you into our hands.”  

 
Let’s Pray for our Children Right Now – that they Would be Giant Killers 
 
We are told that we can boldly ask – so let us ask! 
 
The Word of God is Living & Powerful 
The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives. 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

 
In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  

• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
 
Boldly Come to Throne of Grace 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might work in 
you, and through you. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
Let’s Pray for our Children Right Now – that they Would be Giant Killers 
 
The Four Giants Killed by David’s Men (21:15-22) 
2 Samuel 21:15 When the Philistines were at war again with Israel, David and his servants with him went down 
and fought against the Philistines; and David grew faint.  
2 Samuel 21:16 Then Ishbi-Benob, who was one of the sons of the giant, the weight of whose bronze spear was 
three hundred shekels, who was bearing a new sword, thought he could kill David.  
2 Samuel 21:17 But Abishai the son of Zeruiah came to his aid, and struck the Philistine and killed him. Then the 
men of David swore to him, saying, “You shall go out no more with us to battle, lest you quench the lamp of 
Israel.”  
 
David’s Legacy Passed on to Others 
We read the legacy that David leaves behind, and the legacy of David that he left behind to his mighty men was 
that he was a giant killer, and that legacy passed on to them, that they became giant killers themselves. 
2 Samuel 21:22 (NKJV) 22 These four were born to the giant in Gath, and fell by the hand of David and by the hand of his servants.  

 
2 Timothy 2:2 (NKJV) 2 And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to 
teach others also.  

 
Ishbi-Benob 
As funny as his name sounds, I doubt the kids made fun of him as he was growing up.  His spear weighing 300 
shekels is anywhere between 7.5 to 10 pounds.  This is a big and strong dude, with one determination, to kill 
David. 
 
Born of a Giant (Brothers/Sons) / Main Point – More Always Follow to Strip Away (Joy – Freedom – Fellowship) 
Verse 16 - who was one of the sons of the giant  - down in verse 22 says, born to the giant in Gath, and that doesn't 
necessarily mean Goliath but Goliath's parents would have been giants so here's the family of giants whether 
they're brother of Goliath or sons of Goliath they are born from mom and dad of giants.  Some say the being born 



of the giant means born to Goliath, and thus are sons of Goliath.  I am not sure, and I don’t think it is that 
significant to the point of the story, which is that there were more giants that need to be fought and killed.  And so 
it is in our lives, we take down one giant, know that there are more to follow that one, for the Evil one the Devil, 
continually wants to strip away our joy, our freedom, and our fellowship with the Lord and each other.  And, giants 
just keep reproducing, and keep coming. 
2 Samuel 21:22 (NKJV) 22 These four were born to the giant in Gath, and fell by the hand of David and by the hand of his servants.  

 
New Sword – New Technology / Satan Always Coming Up With New Ways to Attack Us / Or Improved Old 
Verse 16 - who was bearing a new sword, thought he could kill David -  The word in the Hebrew means  “it's a new 
kind of sword”.  Like there's some new technology that the Philistines had (which that's what always gave them 
their advantage over their enemy was they were more advanced in metallurgy than any of the surrounding 
nations, we're told through historical writings). And so there appears to be a new kind of sword. Maybe it's they 
figured out how to make them not brittle. How to make a better edge on them or something but he's got a 
weapon that no one has ever seen before and David's going to get a close up look at it right here now.  But isn’t 
that the way of the enemy, he is always coming up with new ways to attack us, and hence we need to be on guard 
that he isn’t always going to attack the same way over and over, we have to be ready for the “out of nowhere” 
new attack.  But of course, I always say, Satan always goes back to the well too, and he uses what has always 
worked against us, so be on guard for the old stuff too, even after you have beaten, Satan will bring a new an 
improved version of the old thing that once attacked. 
 
David Faint – Even Strong Need Help from Time to Time / It’s a Long War - Day After Day / Be an Abishai! 
Verse 15 - and David grew faint - David grew faint, and there comes a time in battle that even the strongest can't 
fight it alone, even the strongest, the greatest, the champion giant killers still need someone to come and help 
them in their battle, as David grows faint, so do we also, because it's a war. It's a battle, day, after day, after day, 
and sometimes, you just wake up and you're just tired from the fight, and sometimes, your body just isn't ready, 
doesn't have the energy, doesn't have the strength. Your spirit is weak. You feel that you're on empty. May we see 
an example like this, and know we don't have to, and we should not, fight all the battles alone. There are times 
when we need help to defeat this giant thing that comes against us in our life, and sometimes we need to be the 
Abishai’s, and we need to come alongside of that brother or sister who grow faint, and they can't engage the 
battle, and the enemy is coming to deal a deathblow. This is our calling, and it's a high calling, and we must be busy 
about our calling. 
Galatians 6:2 (NKJV) 2 Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.  

 
PARENTS – Look Child in Eye (I Fight For You – Call to Me) 
So Mom and Dad, today, look your children in the eye, have a moment of time with them to say to them, "You 
cannot fight all the giants all the time all alone, and I am coming to join you in your battle, and I want you to know 
that I believe you're a giant killer. I also know, from experience, that sometimes we need help, and I am here. 
Please, call to me and let me join the fight and the battle with you." 
 
2 Samuel 21:18 Now it happened afterward that there was again a battle with the Philistines at Gob. Then 
Sibbechai the Hushathite killed Saph, who was one of the sons of the giant.  
 
Giants Keep Coming – to Strip Away / 2 Down 
The giants keep coming, to strip away, but the giants keep following, because David showed by faith they can be 
defeated.  This is giant number two taken down. 
 
2 Samuel 21:19 Again there was war at Gob with the Philistines, where Elhanan the son of Jaare-Oregim the 
Bethlehemite killed the brother of Goliath the Gittite, the shaft of whose spear was like a weaver’s beam.  
 
Giants Keep Coming – to Strip Away / 3 Down 
The giants keep coming, to strip away, but the giants keep following, because David showed by faith they can be 
defeated.  This is giant number three taken down. 
 



Bothers or Sons / Giants Just Keep Coming – to Strip Away 
The word brother here could mean brother, or relative, or kin.  Goliath had brothers and had sons it appears from 
other passages.  So we see the giants just keep coming, to strip away.  They just keep reproducing, so may we 
never think we reach some place where we can rest, and the battles and the war is over, for they just keep coming.  
We will rest in heaven. 
1 Chronicles 20:4–8 (NKJV) 4 Now it happened afterward that war broke out at Gezer with the Philistines, at which time Sibbechai the 
Hushathite killed Sippai, who was one of the sons of the giant. And they were subdued. 5 Again there was war with the Philistines, and Elhanan 
the son of Jair killed Lahmi the brother of Goliath the Gittite, the shaft of whose spear was like a weaver’s beam. 6 Yet again there was war at 
Gath, where there was a man of great stature, with twenty-four fingers and toes, six on each hand and six on each foot; and he also was born to 
the giant. 7 So when he defied Israel, Jonathan the son of Shimea, David’s brother, killed him. 8 These were born to the giant in Gath, and they 
fell by the hand of David and by the hand of his servants.  

 
2 Samuel 21:20 Yet again there was war at Gath, where there was a man of great stature, who had six fingers on 
each hand and six toes on each foot, twenty-four in number; and he also was born to the giant.  
2 Samuel 21:21 So when he defied Israel, Jonathan the son of Shimea, David’s brother, killed him.  
 
Giants Just Keep Coming – to Strip Away / Freak of Nature – 24 Digits / David Raising up Giant Killer 
Another giant comes to strip away.  This giant is a freak of nature.  See 24 digits would be frightening, you would 
say this guy is a freak of nature and he is here to destroy me.  But down he goes.  Giant number four is down.  
David has raised up giant killers. 
2 Samuel 21:22 (NKJV) 22 These four were born to the giant in Gath, and fell by the hand of David and by the hand of his servants.  

 
2 Timothy 2:2 (NKJV) 2 And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to 
teach others also.  

 
2 Samuel 21:22 These four were born to the giant in Gath, and fell by the hand of David and by the hand of his 
servants.  
 
David did Not Kill These Giants / Parents Our Kids have to See Us Killing Giants 
Verse 22, it says that David and his men killed these giants. David didn't kill any giant, but he's given credit as if he 
did. And that's how it works when you're a giant killer, and others watch and learn, and become themselves giant 
killers, when they go kill giants, it's as if we killed giants. But here's the key takeaway. They have to see us, with 
their eyes, killing giants. They have to see us, men and women who rise to the challenge to fight, beat back, tear 
down, destroy anything that defiles the living God, anything that strips away the glory of God in our lives and the 
lives around us. They have to see us killing giants. 
 
David Picks Up Five Smooth Stones 
Verse 22, David picked up five stones, and hence an application for us today is the intel that must have been 
provided and communicated to David, because we see this Goliath had four brothers, hence the number five, and 
David picks up five smooth stones. I don't know if the four other giants were standing behind Goliath. It doesn't 
sound like it. I don't know if word was told that there are a total of five giants, and that was passed on to David. I 
don't know. Do I think David picked up five stones because he thought he was going to miss? I do not think that at 
all. I think David was ready for whoever else would come and engage once he took out the giants, because he 
knew that the battle belonged to the Lord. 
1 Samuel 17:40 (NKJV) 40 Then he took his staff in his hand; and he chose for himself five smooth stones from the brook, and put them in a 
shepherd’s bag, in a pouch which he had, and his sling was in his hand. And he drew near to the Philistine.  

 
Key to War – Intel Reports of the Enemy & Communication How to Defeat 
One of the greatest keys in war, and the United States has seen plenty, is intelligence reports and the 
communication of those intelligence reports. The know-about, the whereabout, the all-about the enemy. The 
more information, which we call intelligence, on the enemy, the better we can prepare the battle, and we 
communicate that to everybody, from weapons maker, to here's what the environment is, to the man with boots 
on the ground who has to execute the mission, or the pilot in the air that's going to drop from above. Intel and 
communication, but maybe this was just supernaturally, that God told David there was a total of five giants. But 
David picks up five, and hence, there were five giants. 



 
Communicate to Them – Things They Don’t Know 
And fathers, what we need to share with our children, mothers, what you need to share with your children, older 
brothers, older sisters, friend, mature Christian, what we need to communicate is the intel on the enemy that we 
have gathered, and we know, and that we can communicate and pass back down to those who are on their way or 
in the midst of a spiritual war. 
 
Parents Today – Tell Them There Are Battles They Don’t Know About (but You Do) 
Fathers, I want you, today, to tell your sons, from your heart, "Son, there are just battles that you don't know 
anything about. You don't even know they exist, but I've been there. I've fought them. I know how they come. I 
know their craftiness. I know the ways that they work, and I'm coming to tell you what to be on guard about." And 
tell them this early and tell them this often, that you've fought plenty of wars, and you know a thing or two about 
the enemy, and let them know that you're going to come, and you're going to give them intel on the enemy and 
communications on how to have the victory. 
 
Parents They Have to See Us / Parents Any Giants that Need to be Killed? 
David didn't kill any giant, but he's given credit as if he did. And that's how it works when you're a giant killer, and 
others watch and learn, and become themselves giant killers, when they go kill giants, it's as if we killed giants.  
And so I would have to challenge every mother and father, are there any giants in your life that need to be killed? 
Then draw a sword today and kill it. Overcome it, claim it, and walk in the power, and your children will see a giant 
killer in you. 
 
Breaking the Alabaster Flask 
 
I want More than Giant Killers / Turn to Mark 14 & Matthew 26 
But I want more than my son, daughter if you have a daughter, to be than just a giant killer, and let me explain. 
You can turn there. In Mark 14 and Matthew 26, and we spoke about this in our Easter message, a woman comes, 
anoints Jesus's head with expensive ointment, and we see this woman breaking this alabaster flask (which is a box 
made of alabaster stone – which was considered best to preserve the oil or ointment) and pouring it over the head 
of Jesus. And he says, when they were indignant, saying that could have been sold to feed the poor, Jesus said, 
"Leave her alone. What she's done will be a memorial for the generations to come, as she has anointed my body 
for burial." 
 
Mark 14 & Matthew 26 / 2 Days Before the Passover 
Now, in Mark 14 and Matthew 26, here's some very specific details that are given, and that is that  

• the woman is not named.  

• She anoints Jesus's head.  

• They're in the house of Simon the leper, which is in Bethany,  

• and it is two days before the Passover. 
Mark 14:1–25 (NKJV) 1 After two days it was the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread. And the chief priests and the scribes sought how 
they might take Him by trickery and put Him to death. 2 But they said, “Not during the feast, lest there be an uproar of the people.” 3 And being 
in Bethany at the house of Simon the leper, as He sat at the table, a woman came having an alabaster flask of very costly oil of spikenard. Then 
she broke the flask and poured it on His head. 4 But there were some who were indignant among themselves, and said, “Why was this fragrant 
oil wasted? 5 For it might have been sold for more than three hundred denarii and given to the poor.” And they criticized her sharply. 6 But Jesus 
said, “Let her alone. Why do you trouble her? She has done a good work for Me. 7 For you have the poor with you always, and whenever you 
wish you may do them good; but Me you do not have always. 8 She has done what she could. She has come beforehand to anoint My body for 
burial. 9 Assuredly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is preached in the whole world, what this woman has done will also be told as a memorial 
to her.” 10 Then Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve, went to the chief priests to betray Him to them. 11 And when they heard it, they were glad, and 
promised to give him money. So he sought how he might conveniently betray Him. 12 Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread, when they killed 
the Passover lamb, His disciples said to Him, “Where do You want us to go and prepare, that You may eat the Passover?” 13 And He sent out two 
of His disciples and said to them, “Go into the city, and a man will meet you carrying a pitcher of water; follow him. 14 Wherever he goes in, say 
to the master of the house, ‘The Teacher says, “Where is the guest room in which I may eat the Passover with My disciples?” ’ 15 Then he will 
show you a large upper room, furnished and prepared; there make ready for us.” 16 So His disciples went out, and came into the city, and found it 
just as He had said to them; and they prepared the Passover. 17 In the evening He came with the twelve. 18 Now as they sat and ate, Jesus said, 
“Assuredly, I say to you, one of you who eats with Me will betray Me.” 19 And they began to be sorrowful, and to say to Him one by one, “Is it I?” 
And another said, “Is it I?” 20 He answered and said to them, “It is one of the twelve, who dips with Me in the dish. 21 The Son of Man indeed goes 



just as it is written of Him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been good for that man if he had never 
been born.” 22 And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.” 23 Then 
He took the cup, and when He had given thanks He gave it to them, and they all drank from it. 24 And He said to them, “This is My blood of the 
new covenant, which is shed for many. 25 Assuredly, I say to you, I will no longer drink of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in 
the kingdom of God.”  

 
Matthew 26:1–29 (NKJV) 1 Now it came to pass, when Jesus had finished all these sayings, that He said to His disciples, 2 “You know that after 
two days is the Passover, and the Son of Man will be delivered up to be crucified.” 3 Then the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders of the 
people assembled at the palace of the high priest, who was called Caiaphas, 4 and plotted to take Jesus by trickery and kill Him. 5 But they said, 
“Not during the feast, lest there be an uproar among the people.” 6 And when Jesus was in Bethany at the house of Simon the leper, 7 a woman 
came to Him having an alabaster flask of very costly fragrant oil, and she poured it on His head as He sat at the table. 8 But when His disciples 
saw it, they were indignant, saying, “Why this waste? 9 For this fragrant oil might have been sold for much and given to the poor.” 10 But when 
Jesus was aware of it, He said to them, “Why do you trouble the woman? For she has done a good work for Me. 11 For you have the poor with 
you always, but Me you do not have always. 12 For in pouring this fragrant oil on My body, she did it for My burial. 13 Assuredly, I say to you, 
wherever this gospel is preached in the whole world, what this woman has done will also be told as a memorial to her.” 14 Then one of the 
twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 15 and said, “What are you willing to give me if I deliver Him to you?” And they counted out 
to him thirty pieces of silver. 16 So from that time he sought opportunity to betray Him. 17 Now on the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread 
the disciples came to Jesus, saying to Him, “Where do You want us to prepare for You to eat the Passover?” 18 And He said, “Go into the city to a 
certain man, and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, “My time is at hand; I will keep the Passover at your house with My disciples.” ’ ” 19 So the 
disciples did as Jesus had directed them; and they prepared the Passover. 20 When evening had come, He sat down with the twelve. 21 Now as 
they were eating, He said, “Assuredly, I say to you, one of you will betray Me.” 22 And they were exceedingly sorrowful, and each of them began 
to say to Him, “Lord, is it I?” 23 He answered and said, “He who dipped his hand with Me in the dish will betray Me. 24 The Son of Man indeed 
goes just as it is written of Him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been good for that man if he had not 
been born.” 25 Then Judas, who was betraying Him, answered and said, “Rabbi, is it I?” He said to him, “You have said it.” 26 And as they were 
eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to the disciples and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.” 27 Then He took the cup, and 
gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. 28 For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the 
remission of sins. 29 But I say to you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with you in My Father’s 
kingdom.”  

 
John 12 / 6 Days Before the Passover 
And many people, including Bible scholars, they say that John 12 is the same event as Matthew 26 and Mark 14, 
but here's some significant difference that is told.  

• Yes, it is in Bethany, and it appears that it is at Lazarus' house, not Simon the leper, because Mary and 
Martha are serving.  

• And the woman who anoints Jesus is specifically called Mary, the sister of Martha, the sister of Lazarus,  

• but she does not anoint his head, but his feet,  
• and then it says that she wiped it with her hair.  

• And here is the key difference. John 12 said it was six days before the Passover. It is not the same event. It 
is four days before the event that we read of Matthew 26, and the same event of Mark 14. So we have 
two events four days apart. 

John 12:1–22 (NKJV) 1 Then, six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus was who had been dead, whom He had raised 
from the dead. 2 There they made Him a supper; and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those who sat at the table with Him. 3 Then Mary 
took a pound of very costly oil of spikenard, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the 
fragrance of the oil. 4 But one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, who would betray Him, said, 5 “Why was this fragrant oil not sold for 
three hundred denarii and given to the poor?” 6 This he said, not that he cared for the poor, but because he was a thief, and had the money box; 
and he used to take what was put in it. 7 But Jesus said, “Let her alone; she has kept this for the day of My burial. 8 For the poor you have with 
you always, but Me you do not have always.” 9 Now a great many of the Jews knew that He was there; and they came, not for Jesus’ sake only, 
but that they might also see Lazarus, whom He had raised from the dead. 10 But the chief priests plotted to put Lazarus to death also, 11 because 
on account of him many of the Jews went away and believed in Jesus. 12 The next day a great multitude that had come to the feast, when they 
heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, 13 took branches of palm trees and went out to meet Him, and cried out: “Hosanna! ‘Blessed is He 
who comes in the name of the LORD!’ The King of Israel!” 14 Then Jesus, when He had found a young donkey, sat on it; as it is written: 15 “Fear 
not, daughter of Zion; Behold, your King is coming, Sitting on a donkey’s colt.” 16 His disciples did not understand these things at first; but when 
Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things were written about Him and that they had done these things to Him. 17 Therefore 
the people, who were with Him when He called Lazarus out of his tomb and raised him from the dead, bore witness. 18 For this reason the people 
also met Him, because they heard that He had done this sign. 19 The Pharisees therefore said among themselves, “You see that you are 
accomplishing nothing. Look, the world has gone after Him!” 20 Now there were certain Greeks among those who came up to worship at the 
feast. 21 Then they came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida of Galilee, and asked him, saying, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22 Philip came and told 
Andrew, and in turn Andrew and Philip told Jesus.  

 
 
 



Not Same Woman from Luke 7 
And just for a clarity again, Luke 7, many get that confused, because it's about a woman who comes,  

• but this appears to be north, up in the Capernaum area, because that's the context of the chapters 
around it,  

• and it clearly says this Simon was a Pharisee.  

• This event would easily be one year before His death, but it is hard to tell for sure how long before, but 
we base the estimate on parallel stories between the 4 Gospels.   

• This woman, she's unnamed (some want to say that it's Mary Magdalene), who is different from Mary the 
sister of Lazarus just to point that out. This unnamed woman in Luke 7, she's identified as a sinner, and 
that would mean, in that context, she was a prostitute.  

• And she comes into a house of a Pharisee, and with her alabaster fragrant oil that she pours out on Jesus's 
feet, she also pours out her tears, and she also wipes with her hair and kisses his feet, but no mention of 
oiling his head. 

Luke 7:36–50 (NKJV)36 Then one of the Pharisees asked Him to eat with him. And He went to the Pharisee’s house, and sat down to eat. 37 And 
behold, a woman in the city who was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at the table in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster flask of 
fragrant oil, 38 and stood at His feet behind Him weeping; and she began to wash His feet with her tears, and wiped them with the hair of her 
head; and she kissed His feet and anointed them with the fragrant oil. 39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he spoke to 
himself, saying, “This Man, if He were a prophet, would know who and what manner of woman this is who is touching Him, for she is a sinner.” 
40 And Jesus answered and said to him, “Simon, I have something to say to you.” So he said, “Teacher, say it.” 41 “There was a certain creditor 
who had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42 And when they had nothing with which to repay, he freely forgave 
them both. Tell Me, therefore, which of them will love him more?” 43 Simon answered and said, “I suppose the one whom he forgave more.” And 
He said to him, “You have rightly judged.” 44 Then He turned to the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered your house; 
you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has washed My feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head. 45 You gave Me no kiss, 
but this woman has not ceased to kiss My feet since the time I came in. 46 You did not anoint My head with oil, but this woman has anointed My 
feet with fragrant oil. 47 Therefore I say to you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she loved much. But to whom little is forgiven, the 
same loves little.” 48 Then He said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 49 And those who sat at the table with Him began to say to themselves, “Who 
is this who even forgives sins?” 50 Then He said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you. Go in peace.”  

 
3 Unique & Different Stories 
So three uniquely different stories by uniquely three different people 
 
Mary (Mk 14 & Matt 26) – Heard of Luke 7 Woman / Alabaster – Pour Out My Heart to You Jesus 
I believe that Mary, six days before the death of Jesus Christ, she had known the story, as it was told widely, about 
the woman, the sinner, and what she had done there in Luke 7, and Mary came, and she broke open her alabaster 
flask and poured it out upon Jesus. "I just pour my heart out to you." That's what the picture is. "I pour my whole 
self out to you, all that I am. I want to express it with a pouring out, and I pour it out upon you,"  
 
Unnamed Woman (John 12) – Heard of Woman 4 Days Earlier / Pour Out My Heart 
I believe this unnamed woman, four days later, she had heard about the woman four days prior, and what she did. 
And she said, "When I get the opportunity, I'm going to take it," and so she does, and she breaks her alabaster 
flask, pours it out as a demonstration, an example of her heart. "I pour my heart out to you."  
 
Each flask represents a heart broken open and poured out for Jesus 
 
Could (Mark 14/Matthew 26) be Martha? 
And I do, just for thought, put this out there to you for consideration. This woman, two days before the burial, four 
days since Mary broke open her alabaster flask, could this woman have been Mary's sister, Martha? After all that 
life of serving, of doing, and Jesus would say, "Martha, Mary has chosen the better things," that Martha finally gets 
it. Doing is great, and there's a time for it, but there is nothing like sitting at his feet, breaking open an alabaster 
flask, and pouring my heart out before him. Could this woman, in Mark 14/Matthew 26, be Martha herself? 
John 12:1–3 (NKJV) 1 Then, six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus was who had been dead, whom He had raised 
from the dead. 2 There they made Him a supper; and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those who sat at the table with Him. 3 Then Mary 
took a pound of very costly oil of spikenard, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the 

fragrance of the oil. 
 



Matthew 26:1–7 (NKJV) 1 Now it came to pass, when Jesus had finished all these sayings, that He said to His disciples, 2 “You know that after 
two days is the Passover, and the Son of Man will be delivered up to be crucified.” 3 Then the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders of the 
people assembled at the palace of the high priest, who was called Caiaphas, 4 and plotted to take Jesus by trickery and kill Him. 5 But they said, 
“Not during the feast, lest there be an uproar among the people.” 6 And when Jesus was in Bethany at the house of Simon the leper, 7 a woman 
came to Him having an alabaster flask of very costly fragrant oil, and she poured it on His head as He sat at the table. 
 
Mark 14:1–3 (NKJV) 1 After two days it was the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread. And the chief priests and the scribes sought how 
they might take Him by trickery and put Him to death. 2 But they said, “Not during the feast, lest there be an uproar of the people.” 3 And being 
in Bethany at the house of Simon the leper, as He sat at the table, a woman came having an alabaster flask of very costly oil of spikenard. Then 
she broke the flask and poured it on His head. 
 
Luke 10:38–42 (NKJV) 38 Now it happened as they went that He entered a certain village; and a certain woman named Martha welcomed Him 
into her house. 39 And she had a sister called Mary, who also sat at Jesus’ feet and heard His word. 40 But Martha was distracted with much 
serving, and she approached Him and said, “Lord, do You not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Therefore tell her to help me.” 41 
And Jesus answered and said to her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and troubled about many things. 42 But one thing is needed, and Mary 
has chosen that good part, which will not be taken away from her.”  

 
Each flask represents a heart broken open and poured out for Jesus 
 
I Want My Kids More Than Giant Killers – But Also Alabaster Breakers  
And so I come back around to where I started. I want my children to be more than giant slayers, as bad as I want 
that. I want them to be children that break open alabaster flasks and pour their heart out before the Lord.  
 
I/We Must Give Them Examples of “Alabaster Breakers – Pouring our heart Out” 
And I find myself again having to be the example for them, for them to see me humbling myself, bowing before 
God, lifting up holy hands, and pouring my heart out to Him, not always hard, always got it together, but a person 
who simply knows what it is and praises the Lord for being washed with the blood, redeemed, just like that woman 
in Luke 7, that sinner I am. And when I see the love and the forgiveness of God, I break open the alabaster flask of 
my heart continually, and pour it out upon Him, saying, "Thank you Jesus. Thank you for giving me life. Thank you 
for calling me out of the darkness into the marvelous light. Thank you for buying me with the precious blood of 
Jesus. That is what you think of me. That is what my worth is to you. How can I do anything but break open my 
alabaster flask of my heart and pour it out upon you?"  To You be the glory forever and ever, Amen! 
1 Peter 2:9–10 (NKJV) 9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the 
praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10 who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had 
not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy.  
 
Colossians 1:27 (NKJV) 27 To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ 
in you, the hope of glory.  
 
1 Peter 5:11 (NKJV) 11 To Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.  

 
David the Sweet Psalmist – And Giant Killer / A Warrior and a Worshipper 
You see, you can't just be a giant killer. You also have to be an alabaster breaker, because you can become a giant 
killer and then that's all you are, is the person on the attack tearing down giants, then you can become hardened, 
that you can lose a sensitivity, that you can even become critical, and anyone that represents a giant can become 
an enemy to you, and you lose a sensitivity to them, and hence why we need this balance of alabaster breakers. 
David was a giant killer, yet at the end of his life, and we'll read that coming up here in chapter 24, David was the 
sweet psalmist of Israel. A psalmist. One who pours out his heart in expression of love, of the greatness of God. A 
worshiper and a warrior. A warrior and a worshiper. Hence why we have to be giant killers and alabaster breakers. 
2 Samuel 21:22 (NKJV) 22 These four were born to the giant in Gath, and fell by the hand of David and by the hand of his servants.  

 
2 Timothy 2:2 (NKJV) 2 And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to 
teach others also.  
 
2 Samuel 23:1 (NKJV) 1 Now these are the last words of David. Thus says David the son of Jesse; Thus says the man raised up on high, The 
anointed of the God of Jacob, And the sweet psalmist of Israel:  
 

 
 



The Word of God is Living & Powerful 
The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives. 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

 
In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  

• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
 
Boldly Come to Throne of Grace 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might work in 
you, and through you. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
End of Study 

 
  



2 Samuel 22 
2 Samuel 22:1-51 
 
Recap / Intro / David Breaking Open His Alabaster Flask 
We come to chapter 22, we are coming to the close of our study through this book (and 1 Samuel), and what a 
marvelous study it has been if you think about all the things we have studied.  Now some scholars believe that 
chapters 21-24 are addendums to this book, a filling in of details and stories that happened in the life of David and 
are not necessarily in chronological order.  That could be, and of course maybe not, and the to be or not to be 
doesn’t change the depth of the passage before us today.  We are reading, one of the greatest psalms in all of the 
Bible, and we are reading David breaking open his “alabaster box” of precious ointment, of his very heart being 
poured out to the Lord in praise and worship.  And in his praise, we are going a fountain, a sea, waves upon waves 
of the goodness of God, the promises of God (not just to David but His people – that is you and me here today), 
and the tremendous love of God for His people.   
 
Peace & Power / David’s God is Same God to Us 
In our outline, which is very high level, we read pure power, we read pure peace.  The Psalm is about David giving 
praise to the Lord for not just delivering David from all his enemies, but utterly defeating all his enemies.  And in 
our passage, we can claim the same God who fought for David, fights for us.  The same God who comforted David, 
comforts us.  And the same praise that David gives God, we can give God, for in our passage today we will discover 
and be reminded of the power of “praise”, and the mighty weapon it is for us as we live in this fallen world. 
 
Outline 2 Samuel 22:1-51: 

• David’s Life Song – A Song He Sings to God Continually (22:1) 

• David’s Foundation – God the Solid Rock (22:2-3) 

• David’s Access – To Boldly Come Before God’s Throne (22:4-7) 

• David’s Warrior God – The God Who Fights for Him (22:8-18) 

• David’s Righteousness – A God who Delighted in Him (22:19-28) 

• David’s Strength – Not of Himself but in God (22:29-37) 

• David’s Destruction – He leaves no Enemy Standing (22:38-46) 

• David’s Deliverer – The God Who Lives Forevermore (22:47-51) 
 
The Word of God is Living & Powerful 
The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives. 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

 
In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  

• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
 
Boldly Come to Throne of Grace 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might work in 
you, and through you. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
David’s Life Song – A Song He Sings to God Continually (22:1) 
2 Samuel 22:1 Then David spoke to the LORD the words of this song, on the day when the LORD had delivered him 
from the hand of all his enemies, and from the hand of Saul.  
 
Written to be Sung (Psalms are Songs) 
David in the next chapter, his last words, identifies himself as the sweet psalmist of Israel.  In fact this psalm before 
us is almost verbatim, nearly exact wording, of Psalm 18.  And notice, that it is called in verse 1, a song.  For the 
Psalms, are songs.  We today read them as Bible verses, which they are, but in the times of ancient Israel, many of 
the Psalms were made into songs which were sung in the temple, in the homes, on the road as they traveled up to 
Jerusalem for the Feast.  In fact Jesus and His disciples sang songs (the Psalms). 
2 Samuel 23:1 (NKJV) 1 Now these are the last words of David. Thus says David the son of Jesse; Thus says the man raised up on high, The 
anointed of the God of Jacob, And the sweet psalmist of Israel:  

 
Psalm 18:title (NKJV) To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David The Servant of the LORD, Who Spoke to the LORD The Words of This Song on the 
Day that the LORD Delivered Him from the Hand of All His Enemies and from the Hand of Saul. And He Said:  
 
Matthew 26:30 (NKJV) 30 And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.  
 
When Written? / His Whole Life Was War – David Continually Sang this Song 
Notice “when” it was written, when the Lord delivered him from the hand of all his enemies, and from the hand of 
Saul.  David fought a lifetime of wars.  In our studies through the life of David is was continual stories of war.  From 
Goliath as a youth, to the Philistines through his whole life and into his old age, David’s life was a continual fight 
with enemies.  God delivered David from the hand of Saul when David was a young man, and God delivered David 
from all his other enemies continually through his life into his old age.  Therefore, I believe we are reading David’s 
Life Song, a song he continually song to the Lord, in the midst of the battle, and at the end of the battle, and before 
the start of a battle, when he saw his enemies forming.  David sang it, and thus was continually reminded, of the 
God who delivers his enemies into his hands.  The God who is for him, and the God who goes and fight for him.  
David’s life song was song all the way back before he released the rock into the skull of the giant, that the battle 
belongs to the Lord: 
1 Samuel 17:47 (NKJV) 47 Then all this assembly shall know that the LORD does not save with sword and spear; for the battle is the LORD’s, and He 
will give you into our hands.”  

 
David Has a Life Song / What Done in Past - Demonstration of What He Will do in Future 
David has a life song, and it is a song that he would, and could, sing that God is faithful.  And as he would sing it, his 
memory would be flooded with the fact, that what God has done in the past, is a demonstration and promise of 
what He will do in the future. 
 
And David can stand on that, so much so it become his foundation for his whole life.   
 
David’s Foundation – God the Solid Rock (22:2-3) 
2 Samuel 22:2 And he said: “The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer;  
2 Samuel 22:3 The God of my strength, in whom I will trust; My shield and the horn of my salvation, My 
stronghold and my refuge; My Savior, You save me from violence.  
 
Who God Is – What He wants to be For Us / I Am – the Becoming One 
Look at all these beautiful attributes of God, look at the nature of God, look at who God is, and what He wants to 
be to us.  A rock, a fortress, a deliverer, our strength, a shield, our salvation, a stronghold, a refuge, a Savior!  Are 
you in need of any of those things today?  God says, “I Am”, as Moses said to the Lord, what shall I say Your Name 
is, whom shall I say sent me, God simply answered, and said tell them “I AM” has sent you.  That word “I AM”, 
means “the becoming one”, and God wants to “become to you” all that you need.   
Exodus 3:13–15 (NKJV) 13 Then Moses said to God, “Indeed, when I come to the children of Israel and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has 
sent me to you,’ and they say to me, ‘What is His name?’ what shall I say to them?” 14 And God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And He said, 
“Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’ ” 15 Moreover God said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the children of 



Israel: ‘The LORD God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you. This is My name forever, 
and this is My memorial to all generations.’  

 
Are You Slipping 
Are you slipping, feel like your ready to be washed away, God said I will become to you your rock.  I'm reminded of 
a story of a man who was kayaking in the ocean and got tossed from his craft when high waves came up.  He 
managed to swim over to a rock and grab on to it.  He dug his hands into some clefts in the rock and hung on.  The 
waves would hit him and pound him up and down, throw him all around the rock, but he never let go.  Finally the 
seas calmed, and he made it to shore.  People ran to him saying you are lucky to be alive, you are lucky you didn't 
drown, you were tossed all over that rock from the waves, ……. To which he answered and said yea, but did you 
notice the rock never moved.  God says to you today,  

• do you need a rock, a solid foundation to stand on, I will become to you that rock, and though the waves 
of the world come to pound upon you, I will never move.   

• I will become a fortress that you can run into. 

• I will become your strength when you have none. 

• I will become your shield, I will become your stronghold, I will become to you whatever you need. 
 
And you can make that your Life Song. 
 
Prophetic Words of Worship 
And beloved here is a word of power for you also today, and that is when you worship, engage with all your heart, 
and not merely with song.  It is easy to miss the power of worship, as we make it about singing, then it becomes 
about who’s in tune, whose not.  The sound was off, the sound was on.  Listen Christian, worship is two ways, and 
this Psalm of David confirms that: 

• Worship is giving God glory for who He is, for He is worthy to be praised for being God (verse 4 says God is 
worthy to be praised) 

• But secondly, God will speak to your heart as you worship.  Worship is prophetic, and prophetic simply 
means God speaking a word to man.  So there are times as you worship, God will speak to your heart a 
word, that meets you, becomes to you what you need for that moment.  

As David would praise God for being a rock, God would speak back to David, I am your rock, you can “trust Me” 
(verse 3), to which David would sing aloud “in whom I will trust”, and David would be strengthen, David would find 
his fortress, his stronghold, and be able to face his battle because of who God, and what He thinks of him. 
 
Most Powerful Worship Songs – God’s Scripture 
I personally believe and see the most powerful worship songs (and prayers) are the songs that come right out of 
the Scriptures because we are literally singing the prophetic word of God (God speaking to man). 
 
David.  David in worship, would reestablish his foundation.  God the solid rock 
 
Not a Precursor to Bible Study – But Your Life Song / Breaking Alabaster Flasks – God the Becoming One 
So Christian, don’t let worship be your precursor to getting settled in before a Bible Study, but let it be your Life 
Song, as you sing words to God like a breaking forth of the alabaster flask, pouring your heart out to Him in 
adoration, and by faith believing that He will speak a word back to you “that becomes” what you needed to hear 
from Him for this very moment in your life. 
 
David’s Access – To Boldly Come Before God’s Throne (22:4-7) 
2 Samuel 22:4 I will call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised; So shall I be saved from my enemies.  
2 Samuel 22:5 “When the waves of death surrounded me, The floods of ungodliness made me afraid.  
2 Samuel 22:6 The sorrows of Sheol surrounded me; The snares of death confronted me.  
2 Samuel 22:7 In my distress I called upon the LORD, And cried out to my God; He heard my voice from His 
temple, And my cry entered His ears.  
 
 



Boldly Come 
Hebrews 4:16, we are told we can boldly (which means with freedom, confidence, without restraint, full 
assurance) that God will hear us and receive us.  David is singing, and for generation after generation the Children 
of Israel will sing this same song at the Temple, and in their everyday life, as all these Psalms were made into 
songs.  God says sing beloved, that you can call upon the name of the Lord when life and/or your enemies come 
pressing in like a flood. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
And Notice Power – David Praises Even When Flood Surrounds Him 
And look, at the context of what he says, he is worthy to be praised. David is praising the Lord, and look in the 
context, Sheol (hell) surrounds him. The snares of death are upon him, and yet he calls upon the name of the Lord 
and he praises the Lord, even in the midst of those deep waters surrounding him, seeking to engulf him. Oh the 
power again of worshipful prayer-based worship. Your song is a prayer unto the Lord. I think we have to be careful 
in our day, especially now. Worship can be something that's hip and cool. It feels good, and many people are 
singing, but that's all they're doing, is simply singing. They're not worshiping. Then they wonder why they go so flat 
after worship is over, and they go home, and they say, "Oh I got to get back to worship. I got to sing," but they miss 
that that's what they're doing, is they're singing. Oh the power of worshiping God in Spirit and truth, and the way 
that spiritual or connecting with the Lord, the truth through it, based on his word, and the power that comes from 
that worship.  Worship Him, get to worship, run to worship, when the floods come upon you. 
 
David’s Warrior God – The God Who Fights for Him (22:8-18) 
David’s God Fights for Him 
In verses 8-18, David gives graphic imagery of what God does to David’s enemies when God comes to fight for 
David and deliver him.  As you read it, you can sense the power David gets fueled with as he talks about and is 
reminded of His Warrior god who fights for him. 
 
Enemy – Those who Hate us 
What is an enemy?  Verse 18 gives us a definition of what an enemy is (those who hate us).  The root of the word 
enemy is full of hatred, so we don't have to go too far to define what an enemy is. Just somebody who hates us.  
 
Strip Away 
And because of their hatred for us, they strip away our joy and our freedom we have in the Lord.  That is what 
Goliath’s name means (to strip away), and that person who hates you and breathes their hostility upon you, can 
imprison you because that all you can think of is their hatred towards you, and you can become consumed by that.   
 
Enemy Doesn’t Have to be Defiled Person 
An enemy is anyone who hates us, Couple people that hated David were Saul and Absalom.  So let's just be 
truthful, an enemy doesn't have to be the most horrendous, defiled person. It could literally be a brother and sister 
in the Lord, who hate us. 
 
Our Warrior God 
David will sing praises here in verses 8-18 that he has a God, who is a warrior, who fights for him. 
 
2 Samuel 22:8 “Then the earth shook and trembled; The foundations of heaven quaked and were shaken, 
Because He was angry.  
2 Samuel 22:9 Smoke went up from His nostrils, And devouring fire from His mouth; Coals were kindled by it.  
2 Samuel 22:10 He bowed the heavens also, and came down With darkness under His feet.  
2 Samuel 22:11 He rode upon a cherub, and flew; And He was seen upon the wings of the wind.  
2 Samuel 22:12 He made darkness canopies around Him, Dark waters and thick clouds of the skies.  
 
 
 
 



Anybody See That Storm Last Night 
Did anybody see that storm last night?  Boy you at least had to hear it.  I was outside in my backyard with the dog, 
and the winds started kicking up, Lawn chairs were blowing across the yard, trees started wrestling, and my willow 
trees were swaying twenty some feet, it was like they were coming down and touching my face they moved so 
much. Darkness filled the skies, the lights in the home were flicking and when they went off it was even darker 
outside. It was ominous.  It was a physical picture before my eyes of glimpse of the anger of God aroused, anger 
snorted out of His nostrils of enemies that would press in against me.  Then the hail started to come, ¼ inch in size, 
and now you could feel the effects of the storm.  Last fall you may remember me mentioning me and my bride 
were doing a couple’s project, building something together, and we built a new deck with a pavilion on it.  I went 
to the pavilion, and stood underneath of it, and watched the storm, the full effects of the storm, but was not 
touched by it because I was secure under my pavilion (which means refuge).  So a picture of God when the enemy 
presses in against me, I am secure in my refuge. 
Psalm 27:5 (NKJV) 5 For in the time of trouble He shall hide me in His pavilion; In the secret place of His tabernacle He shall hide me; He shall set 
me high upon a rock.  

 
2 Samuel 22:13 From the brightness before Him Coals of fire were kindled.  
2 Samuel 22:14 “The LORD thundered from heaven, And the Most High uttered His voice.  
2 Samuel 22:15 He sent out arrows and scattered them; Lightning bolts, and He vanquished them.  
2 Samuel 22:16 Then the channels of the sea were seen, The foundations of the world were uncovered, At the 
rebuke of the LORD, At the blast of the breath of His nostrils.  
2 Samuel 22:17 “He sent from above, He took me, He drew me out of many waters.  
 
Drew Me Out of Many Waters – Peter Lord Save Me 
Verse 17, "He drew me out of many waters," and that's how quickly the Lord can just save us when we cry out to 
him like Peter, "Lord, save me," and the Lord reaches down and we're on dry ground. 
Matthew 14:30–31 (NKJV) 30 But when he saw that the wind was boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink he cried out, saying, “Lord, 
save me!” 31 And immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and caught him, and said to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?”  

 
2 Samuel 22:18 He delivered me from my strong enemy, From those who hated me; For they were too strong for 
me.  
 
Doesn’t Mean Love Us – Just Deliver Us – Can’t Bind Us and Strip Away 
Verse 18 - He delivered me from my strong enemy - God says he'll deliver us from all of our enemies. Doesn't mean 
that they'll love us. It just means that they can't defeat us. They can't bind and make us captive, they can’t strip 
away the joy of the Lord. 
 
Wouldn’t Want to Be David’s Enemy 
I wouldn’t want to be David’s enemy, how about you?  That is a scary thought.   
 
Don’t Want to Be Someone’s Enemy / They get to Claim this Psalm Too 
I got to just flip it on the other side, and evaluate myself, that if I'm ever someone's enemy, and they're a brother 
in the Lord, a sister in the Lord, God's going to deliver them from me and that could be a scary place to be for me, 
because I'm not sure how exactly God's going to work in his plan of delivering me from them.  Be careful Christian, 
if you are hating a brother or sister in the Lord, because this psalm, they get to claim for themselves about those 
who hate them, just as you do. 
 
David’s Righteousness – A God who Delighted in Him (22:19-28) 
2 Samuel 22:19 They confronted me in the day of my calamity, But the LORD was my support.  
2 Samuel 22:20 He also brought me out into a broad place; He delivered me because He delighted in me.  
 
God Delights in You – Let That Wash Over You 
God delights in you.  Let that sink in, let that wash over you, let that warm you, the God! Delights in you. 
 



Loves & Delights / What Kind of Day You Having? 
It says that the Lord delights in me. Do you know that, that the Lord delights in you? He doesn't just love you. He 
delights in you. What do you delight in? What tickles you? What moves your heart and now take that and consider 
that that's how the Lord looks upon you. He delights in you. Oh, what a beautiful passage. What a beautiful word. I 
don't know what kind of day you're having. I don't know what you were hoping to get out of a visit to the Calvary, 
to the chapel, but if that doesn't bless your socks on, I don't know what will, that God delights in you. 
 
You have Enemies – Because Devil Hates God Delights in You 
Do you know why you have enemies, because the Devil can’t stand it that God delights in you, and hence why you 
great his nerves, and his stirs up enemies, strife, turmoil and the likes against you. 
 
2 Samuel 22:21 “The LORD rewarded me according to my righteousness; According to the cleanness of my hands 
He has recompensed me.  
2 Samuel 22:22 For I have kept the ways of the LORD, And have not wickedly departed from my God.  
2 Samuel 22:23 For all His judgments were before me; And as for His statutes, I did not depart from them.  
2 Samuel 22:24 I was also blameless before Him, And I kept myself from my iniquity.  
2 Samuel 22:25 Therefore the LORD has recompensed me according to my righteousness, According to my 
cleanness in His eyes.  
 
David Was Righteous? 
David was righteous, really?   
 
David Confessed – And Was Made Righteous 
Verse 24, the beauty of this is immediate, "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us of our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness, regarding us as blameless."  David did that, and just like that he was washed, 
and he was cleansed. 
1 John 1:9 (NKJV) 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

 
Psalm 51:title–19 (NKJV) To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David When Nathan the Prophet Went to Him, After He Had Gone in to Bathsheba. 1 
Have mercy upon me, O God, According to Your lovingkindness; According to the multitude of Your tender mercies, Blot out my transgressions. 
2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, And cleanse me from my sin. 3 For I acknowledge my transgressions, And my sin is always before me. 4 
Against You, You only, have I sinned, And done this evil in Your sight— That You may be found just when You speak, And blameless when You 
judge. 5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, And in sin my mother conceived me. 6 Behold, You desire truth in the inward parts, And in the 
hidden part You will make me to know wisdom. 7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 8 Make 
me hear joy and gladness, That the bones You have broken may rejoice. 9 Hide Your face from my sins, And blot out all my iniquities. 10 Create in 
me a clean heart, O God, And renew a steadfast spirit within me. 11 Do not cast me away from Your presence, And do not take Your Holy Spirit 
from me. 12 Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, And uphold me by Your generous Spirit. 13 Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, And 
sinners shall be converted to You. 14 Deliver me from the guilt of bloodshed, O God, The God of my salvation, And my tongue shall sing aloud of 
Your righteousness. 15 O Lord, open my lips, And my mouth shall show forth Your praise. 16 For You do not desire sacrifice, or else I would give it; 
You do not delight in burnt offering. 17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, A broken and a contrite heart— These, O God, You will not 
despise. 18 Do good in Your good pleasure to Zion; Build the walls of Jerusalem. 19 Then You shall be pleased with the sacrifices of righteousness, 
With burnt offering and whole burnt offering; Then they shall offer bulls on Your altar.  

 
Right Now – You Can Be Made Clean 
Right now, here at this moment, I can say that and put that before the Lord and immediately become blameless 
and righteous in the vertical and the horizontal. The vertical never changes, regardless of our sin, we will always 
have this father, son, daughter relationship, nothing can change that, because that is sealed until the day of our 
redemption and it's a down payment that's a guarantee. But the horizontal is our relationship here on earth. So 
the vertical takes us into the heavenly, the horizontal takes us into our current living and relationship with him and 
we can get that Christian bar of soap, 1 John 1:9 and be cleansed and be restored, and immediately walk in that 
confidence. You can have it washed away today, just right there in this moment as you confess it before the Lord 
and now we move on and you get to enjoy the sweetness of the relationship again. 
2 Corinthians 5:21 (NKJV) 21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.  

 
 
 



You Must Believe You Are Made Clean 
If you, if I, do not believe that God can and will cleanse us, and make us as if we have never-sinned, made 
righteous by His finished work upon the cross, the I, we will never believe He will fight for us, we will never claim a 
passage like this, for we will say we don’t deserve it.  We don’t deserve, that is why it is called grace, it is nothing 
we can earn or merit, it is all because of His grace and love.  It is all because he delights in us, because we are His 
sons/daughters, and he loves us.  We fight for our kids, and He fights for His. 
 
Not Just Made Righteous – But Filled With Holy Spirit (God Himself) 
And not just what we're made righteous, but we have the power of the Holy Spirit living in us and upon us. We do 
not have to sin anymore. He's given us the power to overcome sin. He's given us the power to not have to yield to 
these things that strip us away, rob us of our freedom in prison and in bondage and if you're here today and you 
say you can't escape that sin, if you say that that addition is too much or that lust is too great, then you're either 
lying to yourself or you're not filled with the Holy Spirit. 
 
Prophetic Psalm – The Soon Return of Jesus / Looking – Keeps us Pure 
Many believe that Psalm 18 is a Messianic Psalm, pointing to the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.  David knows that 
he will see his God face to face. We have been given the honor to have full understanding into the rapture, so 
whether by age, accident, or circumstances we know we're going to see the Lord. But we believe we're the 
generation that's going to see his second coming. John tells us that those who have such hope keep themselves 
pure. When a person stops looking, stops believing, or just gets distracted that Jesus Christ could come at any 
moment, one of the things that quickly goes is purity. They're no longer seeking to be pure before the Lord. That 
goes beyond lust as we want to so often apply this. But just the purity of living a life that's honoring to him. No gile, 
no sin, no reproach, no Goliath stripping us away. But the first thing that most always goes is purity when we stop 
looking for a soon return and we get all wrapped up in our current life, in our current life situations, they become 
the preeminent and they're not viewed in this light of the big picture of the gospel of Jesus Christ and his soon 
return. 
Matthew 24:45–51 (NKJV) 45 “Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his master made ruler over his household, to give them food in due 
season? 46 Blessed is that servant whom his master, when he comes, will find so doing. 47 Assuredly, I say to you that he will make him ruler over 
all his goods. 48 But if that evil servant says in his heart, ‘My master is delaying his coming,’ 49 and begins to beat his fellow servants, and to eat 
and drink with the drunkards, 50 the master of that servant will come on a day when he is not looking for him and at an hour that he is not aware 
of, 51 and will cut him in two and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites. There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  
 
1 John 3:1–3 (NKJV) 1 Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God! Therefore the world 
does not know us, because it did not know Him. 2 Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but 
we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 3 And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, 
just as He is pure.  

 
2 Samuel 22:26 “With the merciful You will show Yourself merciful; With a blameless man You will show 
Yourself blameless;  
2 Samuel 22:27 With the pure You will show Yourself pure; And with the devious You will show Yourself shrewd.  
2 Samuel 22:28 You will save the humble people; But Your eyes are on the haughty, that You may bring them 
down.  
 
Sermon on Mount – Let it Burn in Our Hearts How He Wants Us to Live 
Verse 27, "Blessed are the poor in spirit ... Blessed are the merciful." The greatest sermon ever preached was the 
sermon on the mount, and to burn that into our hearts is to burn the heart of God, of what his desire is for us and 
the promises that we can keep and claim. 
Matthew 5:3–12 (NKJV) 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4 Blessed are those who mourn, For they shall be 
comforted. 5 Blessed are the meek, For they shall inherit the earth. 6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, For they shall be 
filled. 7 Blessed are the merciful, For they shall obtain mercy. 8 Blessed are the pure in heart, For they shall see God. 9 Blessed are the 
peacemakers, For they shall be called sons of God. 10 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, For theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. 12 Rejoice and be 
exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.  

 
 
 



David’s Strength – Not of Himself but in God (22:29-37) 
2 Samuel 22:29 “For You are my lamp, O LORD; The LORD shall enlighten my darkness.  
2 Samuel 22:30 For by You I can run against a troop; By my God I can leap over a wall.  
2 Samuel 22:31 As for God, His way is perfect; The word of the LORD is proven; He is a shield to all who trust in 
Him.  
 
The Buckler 
Verse 31, maybe your translation instead of shield says buckler, and I like that, it takes me and it reminds me of 
those movies where the swashbuckler swings from a rope onto the other ship and rescues and saves one of his 
comrades. I look at that as the Lord here, a sword is coming against me and I can't respond quick enough to defend 
myself, and here comes the Lord swooping in, swinging in, with his mighty sword defeating the enemy before he 
pierces me through, and rescuing me. Such a good God. I love him. Don't you just love passages like this? Just wave 
upon wave upon wave of greatness, of who our God is, who's worthy to be praised. Such a good God. 
 
I Am Your Shield and Great Reward 
David knows because it's been found true that God is his shield, and this string is a promise through the scripture, 
God saying he is our shield. All the way back to Abraham, I am your shield.  Here again, the simplicity of what God 
gives us, his word is a shield, on to all who put their trust in him. This is the shield that I use, as part of the battle 
armor, and when the enemy comes, I put on the shield.  And as the word was spoken to Abraham, that the shield 
and I am your reward, that is our reward. It's God himself. If you're seeking a reward, looking for something, there 
is no greater reward given than God himself, and when we come, that I have Jesus, then everything else will come 
into its true picture, and everything else will truly pale in comparison, when we sit and see the face of Jesus. And 
that is our inheritance, and that is our treasure, and we are loved, and we are chosen. Glory to God. 
Genesis 15:1 (NKJV) 1 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, saying, “Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your 
exceedingly great reward.”  

 
What are the rewards that we are seeking? Is it the things he gives us or the Lord himself? 
 
The Power of Calling Upon the Lord – That is THE Mighty Weapon 
In verse 4, David says he called upon the Lord and here he is, he's going into battle. He's the king or he was a troop 
commander, and yet, for the battle, he calls upon the Lord. We have that same access for ourselves, God himself. 
Will there be times that we'll call upon the Lord and he'll say, use your army, use your weaponry, use this thing 
that I gave you? Sure, but David called upon the Lord. Then he used those things. A good example for us.  Oh the 
power that each and every one of us have here today, that no weapon that's formed against us shall prosper, no 
enemy can overcome us because we have the Lord as our shield, and we can call upon the name of the Lord. The 
power of simply calling upon the name of the Lord. 
 
Get God Into It 
So many times we find ourselves in this place of trials and struggling and we say, "Lord, get me out of this." Or we 
say, "Lord, get them out of this," whoever that troublesome person is to us. Whereas we totally miss it in that God 
would be saying, "It's not get you out of it, not get them out of it, it's get me into it, get me involved in it, get me 
into the center of it, get my presence, for I am your power, I am your great reward. My presence is the ultimate 
what you seek, because when I'm in the middle of it then you will have all that you need in it." 
 
2 Samuel 22:32 “For who is God, except the LORD? And who is a rock, except our God?  
2 Samuel 22:33 God is my strength and power, And He makes my way perfect.  
 
God is My Power – Not Some Mystical Force / His Presence is the Power 
In verse 33 it says, "God is my power." There's this place that happens that people say, "Lord, rain down your 
power." Like there's some mystical energy that comes down or something that he releases from the throne, "Here 
comes some power, get ready." When we say, "God, pour out your power." What we're really asking and should 
be looking is, God is the power, God is power, we're calling out for God's presence. The presence is the power. The 
power is in his presence. If you want power in your life you don't have to sit and conjure up and cry out and 



scream out. All that you've got to do is get into his presence, because in his presence is power and when you're in 
his presence and he's there, there'll be power moving, just like it is right here when we open the word, his 
presence show up. Worship, tells us in Hebrews, that he worships among the brethren. God's presence therefore 
his power is in worship when we are drawing near to him. And he says, where two or more are gathered in prayer, 
there he shows up. And in the secret place, there is his presence and there is his power, when it's just us one on 
one. What a mighty God. 
 
2 Samuel 22:34 He makes my feet like the feet of deer, And sets me on my high places.  
2 Samuel 22:35 He teaches my hands to make war, So that my arms can bend a bow of bronze.  
2 Samuel 22:36 “You have also given me the shield of Your salvation; Your gentleness has made me great.  
2 Samuel 22:37 You enlarged my path under me; So my feet did not slip.  
 
Any Other Path besides His – Is Not Perfect / Hinds Feet on High Places 
Verse 34, his paths are perfect. Simply put, any path that we take that is not the Lord's is imperfect. You might 
make it so far, but eventually you'll find that path comes to a cliff or an avalanche or a mudslide, but God's paths 
are perfect. Even when we're on that path, he's not promising us some ease and perfection, but he says, when the 
hard times come, as he works out his plan and purpose through them, he gives hinds' feet on high places. When 
you consider that, it's a wonderful book if you ever get the chance to read it, Hannah Hurnard's Hinds' Feet On 
High Places, it's one of the 10 books that I recommend to all believers to read. As I grew up and spent a lot of time 
in the woods, I would always marvel at the deer, just the mass of muscle and strength of the hind feet, and the 
front feet gave that stability, but it was the hind feet that gave that strength to leap over and push through and to 
stay afoot. So God speaks to us that this massive strength is available for us, the hinds' feet, another beautiful 
picture, what great imagery through this whole chapter. 
 
David’s Destruction – He leaves no Enemy Standing (22:38-46) 
2 Samuel 22:38 “I have pursued my enemies and destroyed them; Neither did I turn back again till they were 
destroyed.  
2 Samuel 22:39 And I have destroyed them and wounded them, So that they could not rise; They have fallen 
under my feet.  
2 Samuel 22:40 For You have armed me with strength for the battle; You have subdued under me those who 
rose against me.  
2 Samuel 22:41 You have also given me the necks of my enemies, So that I destroyed those who hated me.  
2 Samuel 22:42 They looked, but there was none to save; Even to the LORD, but He did not answer them.  
2 Samuel 22:43 Then I beat them as fine as the dust of the earth; I trod them like dirt in the streets, And I spread 
them out.  
2 Samuel 22:44 “You have also delivered me from the strivings of my people; You have kept me as the head of 
the nations. A people I have not known shall serve me.  
2 Samuel 22:45 The foreigners submit to me; As soon as they hear, they obey me.  
2 Samuel 22:46 The foreigners fade away, And come frightened from their hideouts.  
 
Destroy Them That They Not rise Up Again 
Verse 39, David says he destroyed all of his enemies. Then here's a spiritual application for us, that's all the 
enemies, not just the big ones and the giants. He didn't say, "I killed the giant." He said, "All the enemies." He 
didn't stop at the big ones, only a Goliath, he went after anything that would defy, strip away, steal, rob the 
freedom that he has in this relationship to move freely, and the things in the Lord. I am reminded of the little boy 
walking around the house trying to whistle and snap his fingers at the same time. And his father says, "What are 
you doing, son?" To which the boy replied, "Well, Dad, I got tying my shoe down. So if I can get whistling and 
snapping my fingers, I got all the big stuff taken care of for life." Sometimes that's us. We overcome, defeat the so-
called big ones, and you know the ones that were big for you, and then we feel like, "I got it, I got the big stuff 
taken care of. The rest of my Christian walk is going to be a breeze." Never going after the other ones that we read 
of in Galatians 6, the work of the flesh are obvious. 
 
 



David’s Life Song – The Enemies Just Keep Coming / Maybe Was 4 Verses at Goliath – 51 Verses at age 60 
David, speaking of his enemies, they just kept coming, and they will, and they don't end. That's why I believe, and I 
again make the point of, I believe this is David's life song, it wasn't just when he was delivered from the hand of 
Saul, it wasn't just when he was delivered from the hand of the Goliath, the giant, but the continual wars that he 
fought, and after each war he'd come back and he'd refine this. Who knows? Maybe this song was two or three 
verses after he was delivered by Saul, and then after another victory he added three or for more, and then after 
another victory he added three or four more. And at the end of his life, this two or three verse song has now 
turned into 51 verses, it's his life song. 
 
David’s Deliverer – The God Who Lives Forevermore (22:47-51) 
2 Samuel 22:47 “The LORD lives! Blessed be my Rock! Let God be exalted, The Rock of my salvation!  
 
Because He Lives – I Can Face Tomorrow 
Because He lives, I can face tomorrow.  I know who I am, I know why I am here, and I know where I am going, and I 
have no doubt about it. 
 
2 Samuel 22:48 It is God who avenges me, And subdues the peoples under me;  
2 Samuel 22:49 He delivers me from my enemies. You also lift me up above those who rise against me; You have 
delivered me from the violent man.  
2 Samuel 22:50 Therefore I will give thanks to You, O LORD, among the Gentiles, And sing praises to Your name.  
2 Samuel 22:51 “He is the tower of salvation to His king, And shows mercy to His anointed, To David and his 
descendants forevermore.”  
 
God Will Avenge My Enemies 
Verse 48, Etch this, mark this in stone. Highlight it, if that's all that you have. If you've gotta rock with a chisel, 
that'd be even better, and put it in the entryway of the door of your house, in your bedroom, right before the 
parking spot, where you keep your car. David says God avenges my enemies. David had more enemies than 
anyone could ever count. In all the Bible, no one had more enemies than David, other than Jesus Christ. All the 
enemies represented in this room, in the churches across the state, would still pale in comparison to all the 
enemies that David had and yet David sustained himself, preserved his mental health, his spiritual health, and 
those two things play even into your physical health, that he didn't let the root of bitterness eat him alive and he 
didn't sit and wallow and wail like it was up to him to overcome these enemies. 
 
David Didn’t Live In Past _ Asking Why is This Happening / He Just Left Everything in God’s Hands 
He knew that God overcame them. It was God who would avenge him, that he would be exonerated, his 
reputation and all the attacks against his character. And hence, he never let the root of bitterness choke him out 
and kill him and that's something for us, it's God who avenges our enemies, not us.  David didn't live in the past, 
questioning why this happened, why they said what they said, all the fall out that came from the character 
assassination, he just left it in the past, left it in the hands of the Lord. And you know? And he went on to be a king, 
and he went on to be a warrior and he went on to live and be the seed of the Messiah. 
 
Quoted In Romans 15:9 
Verse 50 is quoted in Romans 15 and it is a Messianic prophecy at that, and that's what happens when you're set 
free from your enemies, and you have victory over your enemies, you start prophesying and speaking words that 
are straight from the throne of God because there's nothing that is blocking it or polluting it or preventing it, 
because you're so close in walking in His presence, because you're filled with joy, because in His presence, there's 
fullness of joy. That's our reward. 
Romans 15:8–9 (NKJV) 8 Now I say that Jesus Christ has become a servant to the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises made 
to the fathers, 9 and that the Gentiles might glorify God for His mercy, as it is written: “For this reason I will confess to You among the Gentiles, 
And sing to Your name.”  

 
 
 



The Word of God is Living & Powerful 
The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives. 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

 
In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  

• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
 
Boldly Come to Throne of Grace 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might work in 
you, and through you. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
Outline 2 Samuel 22:1-51: 

• David’s Life Song – A Song He Sings to God Continually (22:1) 

• David’s Foundation – God the Solid Rock (22:2-3) 

• David’s Access – To Boldly Come Before God’s Throne (22:4-7) 

• David’s Warrior God – The God Who Fights for Him (22:8-18) 

• David’s Righteousness – A God who Delighted in Him (22:19-28) 

• David’s Strength – Not of Himself but in God (22:29-37) 

• David’s Destruction – He leaves no Enemy Standing (22:38-46) 

• David’s Deliverer – The God Who Lives Forevermore (22:47-51) 
 
End of Study 
  



2 Samuel 23 
2 Samuel 23:1-39 
 
Met David about 55 Years Ago 
We first met David all the way back in 1 Samuel 13, which for us was all the back in April 2017, some 14 months 
ago.  And we didn’t meet David by name at that time but we met his heart, as God would call him a man after his 
own heart.  It was not until chapter 16 that we met David by name as Samuel would be called to anoint him king 
over Israel.  In chapter 17 we would actually get to see the heart of this little shepherd boy as he brings down the 
giant Goliath.  That was about 50 to 55 years ago, and we have seen David’s rise and His fall, and we have learned 
so much about him, much that we can apply to our lives today, in our walk with the Lord.  And in our chapter today 
David who is about 70 years of age, and in His lasts sunrises of life on earth, speaks his last words.  Imagine our 
blessings today, the most known and greatest king to ever walk this earth, he who had the power to kill giants but 
not always his flesh, will speak his last words and we have the privilege and glory to hear them and ponder them 
and respond to them.  And, David didn’t conquer and reign alone, and in our passage we get to meet all of David’s 
mighty men, and feats they achieved, and the examples they left for us so we too may be mighty men and woman 
in the kingdom. 
 

The title of today’s message is – Not One Inch 
 
Outline 2 Samuel 23:1-39: 

• David's Last Words (23:1-7) 
• David’s Mighty Men (23:8-39) 

o Adino Killed 800 at One Time (23:8) 
o Eleazar Fought so Hard His Hand Became One with His Sword (23:9-10) 
o Shammah Defends the Lentil Field (23:11-12) 
o 3 Mighty Men get Water from the Well of Bethlehem for David (23:13-17) 
o Abishai Killed 300 (23:18-19) 
o Benaiah Killed a Lion in a Snowy Pit (23:20-23) 
o The Remaining Mighty Men (23:24-39) 

 
The Word of God is Living & Powerful 
The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives. 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

 
In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  

• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
 
Boldly Come to Throne of Grace 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might work in 
you, and through you. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



David's Last Words (23:1-7) 
2 Samuel 23:1 Now these are the last words of David. Thus says David the son of Jesse; Thus says the man raised 
up on high, The anointed of the God of Jacob, And the sweet psalmist of Israel:  
 
Wow Last Words / What Would My Last Words Be / Only Matter Based on the Life I Lived (power or impotent) 
Verse 1 starts with, "Now these are the last words of David," which when I read this I immediately said, "Wow, last 
words, they're so fascinating, what did someone say? What were their last words, the last thing they wanted to 
communicate and impart to the hearers, to leave, that would be vital and impacting to their lives?" I said to myself, 
"What would my last words be if I knew they would be my last words? What would I communicate? What would I 
want to say? What would be important and impacting to the hearer?" To which I immediately felt the impression 
upon myself of, "Who cares what your last words were? Who cares what your last words are? What kind of life did 
you live?" Because your last words will be based and empowered or impotent based on the life that you lived. 
 
Did I live a book of Acts life, or did I live an American ease life? Folks the Book of Acts is the Church, not what you 
see around you today.  Did I take God's word and make it holy? Did I make it the lamp unto my feet, and did I walk 
in the path of his word? And then my words in my life would match his words in his life. What would my last words 
be? Their impact will be based on the life I lived.  
 
The Sweet Psalmist – Not Greatest King or Giant Slayer / David had a Song on His Heart 
Verse one, David last words. They're not dying words. They're last words to a nation, to a people. He doesn't 
ascribe himself as the greatest king of Israel, which he was. Only to be surpassed by King Jesus himself. Nor did he 
ascribe himself to be the greatest warrior, which he was. Only to be surpassed by Jesus Christ himself who would 
defeat sin and death. 
 
David would ascribe himself at the end of his life as the sweet psalmist of Israel. May I remind you as we studied 
last week, a psalm is a song. David had a psalm on his heart, a sweet psalm. Sweet psalms at that continual lifting 
praise, adoration, exaltation to the king of kings, the God of Gods, the king of all glory. This is what he ascribes 
himself as, the sweet psalmist of Israel. 
 
What Would You Ascribe Your Life When Over / Me - Song on My Heart – And People to Know God I Sing About 
David would identify himself as the sweet psalmist of Israel. That's what his life boiled down to. Not the great king, 
not the giant slayer, but a sweet psalm writer. What would you want to ascribe your life when it's over?  That 
moves my heart after walking this Earth for some time now. I've dialed myself in. This is what I want. I want a song 
on my heart even if the days are dark. I want praise on my lips, whether I'm in a mountaintop or a valley low. I 
want to ascribe greatness to my God, the rock. I want that burning in my heart and I want it to burn in other 
people's hearts that they would know the God I sing about and the God of all Gods. 
 
These the Last National Words – Not Personal Words (They were to Solomon) / Camden Video 
Verse 1, it reads the last words of David. These are the last words that he'll speak nationally to the people of Israel. 
It's I Kings 2, where he'll speak his last words to his son, Solomon. For your consideration, no one's guaranteed 
tomorrow. I made Camden a video when he was born in case something would happen to me before he would 
become of age or I went home to be with the Lord before he even had a memory of me, of who I am. I made him a 
video, he was still at the hospital with his mother. He was in the intensive care for two weeks, and I was home by 
myself and I made a video that let him know my heart and how he moved my heart when he was born and how 
thankful I was for the gift that he is. Then I also went into the video of what was the most important thing in my 
life and needed to be the most important thing in his life, and that it was Jesus Christ and him crucified, and for 
him it's a decision and it's something that he wouldn't inherit from me but he'd have to make his own personal 
decision if he would follow Jesus Christ. So I made that video and I give it to you as a consideration for those of you 
who haven't got to convey that to your son or your daughter who may be not of the age of understanding or not 
even at the age that they would remember you or know who you were if something should happen to you this day. 
1 Kings 2:1–4 (NKJV) 1 Now the days of David drew near that he should die, and he charged Solomon his son, saying: 2 “I go the way of all the 
earth; be strong, therefore, and prove yourself a man. 3 And keep the charge of the LORD your God: to walk in His ways, to keep His statutes, His 
commandments, His judgments, and His testimonies, as it is written in the Law of Moses, that you may prosper in all that you do and wherever 



you turn; 4 that the LORD may fulfill His word which He spoke concerning me, saying, ‘If your sons take heed to their way, to walk before Me in 
truth with all their heart and with all their soul,’ He said, ‘you shall not lack a man on the throne of Israel.’  

 
2 Samuel 23:2 “The Spirit of the LORD spoke by me, And His word was on my tongue.  
 
Do You Speak by the Spirit 
Verse two, I have the same spirit of the Lord as David and maybe even more so I can say because the Holy Spirit 
dwells inside of me because access has been made through the blood of Jesus Christ. The spirit was upon David, 
that is for sure, and the Spirit upon David as the same spirit that's upon me and lives in me. I have the same word 
of God, and more so, where I get the whole counsel of God. I get to see things that the prophets, and David was a 
prophet, wished they could see. I've seen it all through his word of who the messiah is and I've got to read the 
whole story of the messiah through the gospel. 
 
So I have the same spirit and I had the same word just like David, and I have to ask myself, but how do I speak? Do I 
speak in accordance with the word, or do I speak with my feelings? Do I speak in the spirit under the leading and 
inspiration of the spirit, or is it under my wants and desire, the inspiration of my flesh, what's moving according to 
my flesh at that moment. 
 
Do I speak with the wisdom in the spirit of the Lord, or do I say whatever I feel like? 
Luke 4:18–19 (NKJV):  

18 “ The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, 
Because He has anointed Me 
To preach the gospel to the poor; 
He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, 
To proclaim liberty to the captives 
And recovery of sight to the blind, 
To set at liberty those who are oppressed; 
19 To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.” 

 
2 Samuel 23:3 The God of Israel said, The Rock of Israel spoke to me: ‘He who rules over men must be just, 
Ruling in the fear of God.  
 
Look at the Shepherd Boy Theology / Same as Fisherman Theology / Man Makes it Complex 
Verses 2 and 3, look at what David is saying, he is acknowledging and describing the Trinity. He speaks of the Spirit, 
he speaks of God as the Father and the Rock, Jesus as the Son who he knew through his loins and lineage, will 
come the seed that would be the Messiah that would redeem mankind. Here, David, he's the sweet psalmist of 
Israel, he started writing psalms underneath the stars as a little boy, a young lad tending his father's sheep, yet 
communing intimately with God, knowing him intimately, personally. 
 
David has deep theology and he didn't get it in seminary and he didn't get it under the teaching of renowned 
scholars. David got it sitting out in a field letting the Lord speak to him, and he speaking to the Lord. David has 
deep theology, he recognizes the Trinity, but he doesn't have complex theology, and what I mean by that is, 
theology it simply means theo-God ology-study of. Theology is the study of God. God doesn't make it hard or 
complex to know him, to study him, the intimacy of him, he makes it known to us through his Spirit simply. 
 
When people make any statement about, "This is complex theology," whatever string you want to define that in, 
whether it be Trinity or last days or salvation, God doesn't make it complex that somebody has to break it down for 
you, God makes it simple because he wants to be found, he wants to reveal himself to you, he wants you to know 
his heart, that's why we call our teaching ministry the Light Of The Word, illuminating the heart of God, God wants 
to illuminate his heart to us and then he wants his word to be a lamp unto our feet of how to walk with him. 
 
Complex theology is because man wants to make it complex, use big words so people think they're really smart, 
and that they've achieved some level that other people can never reach. It's interesting to see the simplicity of a 
shepherd boy and the depths of his theology, the simplicity of some fishermen and the depths of their theology. 
It's interesting that of the 12 Jesus called not one of them were scribes or scholars, just simple men. I know when 



the Lord found me wallowing in my sin, revealed himself to me, I was just a simple mechanic turning wrenches, 
that's all I was doing. There is no complex theology. Man makes it as such. But it's all simple as God reveals himself 
to us. 
Acts 4:13 (NKJV) 13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated and untrained men, they 

marveled. And they realized that they had been with Jesus.  

 
Want to be Great Theologian – Simply be With Jesus 
So if you want to be a great theologian, you have great examples in the disciples and in David, they simply had 
been with Jesus. 
 
Have you been with Jesus this week? Have you sat with him? Have you broken open an alabaster box of precious 
ointment of your heart and poured it out at his feet? Have you poured tears out to him in thanksgiving? Or even 
tears of repentance? Simply sit at his feet, choose the greater thing, like a Mary and not the busy things like a 
Martha, then you will become a great theologian just like these men of the Bible. I like it, these men of the Bible, 
we read of their life in the book of Acts, the book of Acts is called the acts of the apostles, and it's not so, it was the 
acts of the Holy Spirit through apostles who were simply what apostle means, 'sent one'. Not deep theology, and 
what an apostle is, it simply means a sent one. They went and they were sent and they turned the world upside 
down. Oh I would to God that we become these great theologians, the study of God, simply by sitting at his feet. 
 
Just Leader Does What is Right – Every Circumstance / Leader Fears God 
A just leader is one who does the right thing in every circumstance. That right thing is always based on an 
accordance with the word of God. 
 
It's really simple. We say what does the Bible tell me to do in this circumstance? I do it. Therefore, you can know 
you did what was right and just. 
 
The fear of man will never change, deter, or stop from what is right to do regardless of the consequences and 
regardless in the circumstances. 
 
Know this about leadership. It's not based on who follows. I know that sounds contradictory but leading is doing 
what is right regardless of who follows. 
 
Justice is equally important in big decisions and small. You'll never be just in the big things if you won't be just in 
the small things. You'll never be just in the small things if you're not just in the big things. 
 
There's only one path to freedom from the fear of man and that is the fear of God. That you fear displeasing God, 
dishonoring God, not doing what he has commanded you to do because of the fear of man and what man thinks 
and for you in middle school, high school, college, or even regardless of your age, that peer pressure. The fear of 
man can only be conquered by the fear of God. 
 
Pleasing the Lord regardless, regardless of what they think about me, what they say about me. Even if they come 
against me I'll keep doing what you've called me to do and do it justly and rightly according to the words. 
Whatever that situation is that God's called you to be, whatever the application is. The only way to be released 
from the fear of man is through the fear of God and displeasing him and not honoring him. 
 
What you're doing you're making man greater than God, that man has a greater say in your life and has a greater 
influence in your life than God himself does. Then you will be a constant bondage living in the fear of man and as 
proverbs says the fear of man is a snare because it catches you, it snags you, and you are stuck and you can't get 
out. 
Proverbs 29:25 (NKJV): 25 The fear of man brings a snare,But whoever trusts in the Lord shall be safe. 

 
The only way out of the trap is the fear of God and immediately you'll be free and empowered because you will 
know I am doing what God has called me to do therefore he will enable me to do what he's called me to do and he 



will empower me to do what he's called me to do. As we studied last week, his power comes from his presence. 
That's where the power is, in his presence. Not some mystical force that comes and we walk away with it but God 
comes down and walks with us through it. The only release of the fear of man is the fear of God. 
 
If you have the fear of God and do what's just you will be a great light and you will be a great light in this world and 
you will make a difference. Maybe you won't see it immediately. It might be years down the road or it could even 
be right before you at this moment. A just man and a man, woman, who fears God will be a light in this dark world 
and they will make an impact. Is that what you want in your life? 
 
As Jim Cymbala was teaching Tuesday night, he said, "I don't want to go through my whole life hearing about great 
works of God past and waiting for some great work of God future when I want a life that lives it right now and 
experiences it and enjoys it right now. You can have that but you've got to start with being just and the fear of 
God." 
 
2 Samuel 23:4 And he shall be like the light of the morning when the sun rises, A morning without clouds, Like 
the tender grass springing out of the earth, By clear shining after rain.’  
 
Leaders are Like a Sunshine 
Verse four, he who is just and fears the Lord should be like, and will be like, the light of the morning sun. I love 
sunrises just because they're so beautiful and so spectacular. I love watching the sun break through the darkness 
and arise over the horizon. It's not just that sunrise is so beautiful. It's what sunrise brings.  It brings a new day and 
I get a new start every day, a new beginning every day. Maybe you need that new beginning today. The sun rose, 
the darkness has fled, and you can have a new day today. You can choose this day to live in the light and to live in 
the power of it and make the decision to be just and to fear the Lord. 
 
Leaders Are Like Fresh Rain 
Verse four, the just leader who fears the Lord he's like fresh rain bringing refreshment, a cleansing, a nourishing, a 
watering, bringing forth tender grass into areas that were once parched and dry. Each and every one of us get that 
opportunity. Every one of us in this room has the ability to be an influence whether it's a father, whether it's being 
a mother, whether it's being a Sunday school teacher. Whatever it may be in the playground, on the school 
campus, God gives us the ability to impact and influence and change lives. 
 
Renee’s Bunny 
Renee has this little bunny that's her friend in our yard. It was interesting of all places I was. I put hay down in the 
yard to grow some grass, which is an impossibility for me, but I tried anyways and as I go out and I see no grass but 
I see fur, I go, why would there be fur in the middle of my yard? And so I took a stick and I peeled away a little bit 
of the Hay and there underneath where three baby bunnies.  These bunnies grew up in the middle of my yard and 
then one day Renee was planting flowers and she moved a basket and they're behind. It was this baby bunny that 
was probably now a couple of weeks old, scared and skittish. Not knowing where to turn. It became Rene's friend 
and just yesterday I looked out the window and I saw that baby bunny. Now a little teenager eating grass in my 
yard after the morning rain.   There I see a picture of a ruler. See, you need the rain to bring tender grass because if 
there's no rain, all you have is a dead grass and nobody is gonna prosper eating dead grass. So we as rulers we 
should be like the sunrise given people hope. There's a new day, the darkness is done away with, the sun has risen 
and you can enjoy a new day and you can partake and eat and be nourished because I take you to tender grass to 
nourish you. I give you the Words of God with the heart of God to feed your soul and to lead and guide you. That's 
what a ruler does.  
 
2 Samuel 23:5 “Although my house is not so with God, Yet He has made with me an everlasting covenant, 
Ordered in all things and secure. For this is all my salvation and all my desire; Will He not make it increase?  
 
David’s Honest With Himself / YET – HE / God is Faithful – His Covenant is Sure 
Verse five, David says, "But I haven't always been a just man or feared the Lord." He's honest with himself. He's 
honest with his sin. He's open transparently for us. That's what we need to be. We need to be honest and open 



and transparent about who we really are. The power comes in the next part where he says, "Yet" and then the 
next big word is, "He" speaking of the Lord, how faithful the Lord was even when David wasn't faithful, how 
gracious and long suffering the Lord is, and how God keeps his covenant with us even when we don't hold our end, 
he holds his. It's a sure covenant that he's given us, that he won't cast us away, but he continues to draw us and 
hold us and keep us. That's who your God is. That's the greatness and the gentleness and the beauty of your Lord. 
John 3:16–17 (NKJV): For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. 

 
Jesus Our New Morning 
Our Great Leader Jesus is a morning sunrise, and rain from heaven. 
Revelation 22:16 (NKJV) 16 “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things in the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, 
the Bright and Morning Star.”  

 
2 Samuel 23:6 But the sons of rebellion shall all be as thorns thrust away, Because they cannot be taken with 
hands.  
2 Samuel 23:7 But the man who touches them Must be armed with iron and the shaft of a spear, And they shall 
be utterly burned with fire in their place.”  
 
As a ruler you will from time to time, you will have to deal with thorns.  David under inspiration of the Holy Spirit is 
telling us it will be so, and don’t use your unprotected hands (the flesh), for you cannot rip out thorns with bare 
hands.  You will come out bloody.  You must be armed with iron and a spear, and only God can make you that 
(Jeremiah 1), and therefore don’t face these things in the flesh but in the Spirit, with the Lord’s help.  Else, you will 
get bloody.  
Jeremiah 1:18–19 (NKJV) 18 For behold, I have made you this day A fortified city and an iron pillar, And bronze walls against the whole land— 
Against the kings of Judah, Against its princes, Against its priests, And against the people of the land. 19 They will fight against you, But they shall 
not prevail against you. For I am with you,” says the LORD, “to deliver you.”  

 
Thorns – Need Gloves 
Verse six, David is talking about the thorns in the world and the thorns which entered in at the fall of Adam and 
Eve. He says that the rebellious, and that word rebellious is [belia] and we know that from past studies that the 
sons of the devil, those who live like the devil, energized, influenced by the devil, and he said, "They can't be taken 
away by hands that have gloves like we do." 
 
Last week as we gave out roses for Mother's Day, bless our brother at the door, he plucked away all the thorns 
that were on the stem. Quite a task to do. Imagine trying to pull roses or, better said, thorns out of the ground all 
day without gloves. That's a harsh order. David says, "You can't pull them out by hand", just destroy your hand, 
and the point that he's making about that. 
 
Don’t Ruin Hands Pulling – Let God Pull Them / Thorns Only Good for the Fire 
Verse seven, as David had ended our last study of his praise song of thanks giving he says, "It's God who avenges 
me." He's making the statement to the people who are hearing this now that God will tear them out. Don't ruin 
your hands. It's wasted effort you trying to tear it out but God he'll utterly be the one who is going to tear them 
out. He's going to burn them. Their end and destruction will come. Though they seem like they prosper, though 
they seem like they're getting away with it, David is telling them they should know that their end will come and it 
will be disastrous upon them. 
 
Thorns are only good for one thing, to burn and make fuel. You can't make furniture out of it. You can't make 
decorations. They're only good for burning. That's the ultimate end of thorns. I pray to God I never be a thorn. 
 
David Speaks Like Man of War – Because it Is 
Verse 7, David speaks as a man of war, and many times I say, I'm sorry to say, but in this life you will have 
tribulation and persecution. I really don't mean that, it's just a figure of speech, maybe it's just a bad habit. 
Because Jesus didn't say, "I'm sorry to say to you, in this life you'll have tribulation, and be of good cheer I have 
overcome the world." Jesus doesn't apologize for what the truth is. When I say I'm sorry it's just a figure of speech, 



because I'm really not sorry, because the truth be the truth. There is no apology for the truth. This is the world that 
we live in and there is no promise of ease and comfort. We are people in the midst of a war and we have to come 
here and prepare for war. 
 
David’s Mighty Men - Adino Killed 800 at One Time (23:8) 
2 Samuel 23:8 These are the names of the mighty men whom David had: Josheb-Basshebeth the Tachmonite, 
chief among the captains. He was called Adino the Eznite, because he had killed eight hundred men at one time.  
 
Adino Stays and Stands – Regardless of the Odds / Mighty Men/Woman of God – Don’t Give an Inch 
Verse eight, Adino. He stands against and defeats 800 Philistines. That means there was at least 800 Philistines, to 
which we would say, those are impossible odds. That's the point that God makes to us. Sometimes we're faced 
with impossible odds, and the only place, and the only way of victory is for God to do something supernatural. And 
when we are put in that place, this is impossible, and all we have to stand on and hold onto is faith that our God is 
able. Here, Adino, he fights, regardless of the odds. He's willing to make a stand for David and the people of Israel 
in the face of impossible odds. It's obvious he was willing to die rather than quit, rather than yield, rather than let 
the Philistines overrun and destroy. 
 
This is what mighty men, mighty women of God do. They take a stand and they don't yield an inch of ground, 
regardless of impossible circumstances, regardless if everything says this is impossible. Because if it's remotely 
possible, then we can say it was something in our genius, and something in our makeup and we can give God glory 
in tongue, but deep down, we feel the victory was ours because of our natural ability. 
 
Here we see impossible circumstances and great men and women of God, they take stands and will not yield, and 
will fight, even if they die in the midst of it. Maybe that's where you're at in your marriage right now. It seems 
impossible. It literally seems impossible. Then you have to have faith. You have to take your stand and say, "I'm 
gonna fight for marriage." Maybe you're battling something personally and seems like you're gonna be overrun by 
800. You have to take a stand and say, "With God, all things are possible. Even in the most impossible situations, 
my God shows up and my God fights for me. In the end, he'll be the one who receives glory." You can't read this 
without saying only a supernatural work of God could bring the deliverance of 800 enemies in this man at one 
time, and therefore that's what we see. He took a stand in an impossible circumstance. He wouldn't yield ground, 
and he fought to the end, and God brought a great victory. 
Luke 1:37 (NKJV) 37 For with God nothing will be impossible.”  

 
Often Times When You Take Stand – You Stand Alone 
I love the picture of 800, because when you take a stand for God, for Christ, you stand alone many times and the 
world stands up against you and your enemies multiply themselves, and the more brighter you shine and the more 
stand you take of what you call is right and wrong, the more the world will multiply itself against you, and you will 
feel like a Jew versus 800. But Jesus says, "Be of good cheer. I have overcome the world." Jesus reminds us, "They 
have hated me, they will surely hate you. No servant is greater than his master." Keep taking your stance. Hold 
your ground, Christian. Call God to do the miracle. 
 
The world is more and more becoming hostile to the standard of God, the right and wrong that is spoken of in his 
Holy Word. Therefore, hostility is rising up. Paul said to the church in Ephesus, speaking of standing and holding 
ground, to put on the armor of God, and then to stand and to be able in the end to be left standing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



David’s Mighty Men - Eleazar Fought so Hard His Hand Became One with His Sword (23:9-10) 
2 Samuel 23:9 And after him was Eleazar the son of Dodo, the Ahohite, one of the three mighty men with David 
when they defied the Philistines who were gathered there for battle, and the men of Israel had retreated.  
2 Samuel 23:10 He arose and attacked the Philistines until his hand was weary, and his hand stuck to the sword. 
The LORD brought about a great victory that day; and the people returned after him only to plunder.  
 
Eleazar Will Not Retreat / Cortez Burns the Ships 
Verse nine, Eleazar notices men have retreated further than the great battle. Men are retreating and running, but 
he stands. Notice he doesn't just stand his ground; he attacks. I like this, a picture for us. There is no retreat. There 
is no surrender, Christian. There's one thing: It's attack. I am reminded of when Cortez came to America. He 
brought his Spaniards to go conquer the land, so called. He brings them to shore, lines them all up, and he points 
them back towards the ships that they came on. Then he gave the signal and he had certain archers ready with 
flaming arrows, and they shot them into the ships, the wooden ships, and he had his men sit, stand, watch their 
ships burn and sink into the sea. Then he said, "Men, there is no retreat. There's only going forth at this point now. 
The battle is before you." There's our word as Christians. There's no retreat. There's no surrender. The battle's 
before us. Don't just try to stand and hope you get through. Attack it as we watch in this example. 
 
This picture isn't just for the battle of the world coming against you. It's the battle of the evil that's against you, 
trying to take you away. Notice who defied the army of God. Back to our study. That's why David attacked Goliath, 
because they defied, they reproached, shame, things that stripped away the glory of God. Held people paralyzed 
and captive that they couldn't move about freely in their life. These men attack, not just hold ground, but attack. 
That's what God needs today. That's what God is looking for, to raise up men and women who will be these type of 
people, attacking, not willing to take a draw, not willing to just hold ground, but willing to draw a line and let 
nothing come across it. God still seeks men and women of such caliber today for such days that we live in today. 
 
Attack – Not Retreat / Gates of Hell Shall Not Prevail / There are No Strongholds the Devil Can Hold 
Jesus speaking to Peter said, "Who do people say that I am?" After Peter's answer, he said, "Who do you say that I 
am?" And Peter said, "You are the Son of the Living God." Jesus said, "Well spoken, Peter." Hear this, that 
statement is the key to take the gates of hell. Jesus is making a clear statement, that he has the power and the 
presence to overcome the gates of hell. When we wage in war with that faith, that he is in the battle and the battle 
belongs to the Lord, there is no stronghold that the devil can hold, that we can't overcome. Oh, it's not gonna 
happen in a blink and a flash. War is long. War has many battles in it. It's not called a war if there's only one battle. 
War are multiple battles strung together, and finally there's a victor, and Jesus is saying to Peter, "These are the 
keys to taking the stronghold of the devil, and he can't hold the ground when you use these keys." 
Matthew 16:18–19 (NKJV): 18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not 
prevail against it. 19 And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 

 
There is no stronghold, Christian. I'm not just preaching some text that I'm reading. These are the truths of God, 
but so often we won't apply the truths of God because we're so busy retreating or just trying to hold our ground 
for the moment that we're in and we don't go on this path to take what God has promised us. All things have been 
given to us in Christ Jesus. All spiritual inheritance foretold in Ephesians 1. This is what we need to go battle for and 
take. 
 
Are You So Tired – Don’t Stand Anymore – Are Retreating / Retreating Can Become Natural 
How about you, Christian? Are you so tired of war that you don't even stand against it anymore? Not only you 
don't just stand, you retreat. You just think that's natural now, it's become common. 'cause if that's not, the taking 
and the advancing of the kingdom, I'll teach that today right now through the power of the Holy Spirit. It's 
available, given to you. You can have victory.  
 
Verse 10 – Sword and Body Became One 
Verse 10, he clung to the sword so hard he couldn't tell where his hand ended, and the sword began. He couldn't 
separate the two, they came together as one. Christian may we sow this word of God into our lives, become so 



embedded, ingrained, and integrated into our lives that we can't tell where we begin and where it ends, or where 
it ends, and we begin. 
 
Use Word as Sword – As a Weapon 
We have this awesome weapon, this sword, the word of the Lord. 
Hebrews 4:12–13 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of 
soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 13 And there is no creature hidden from His 
sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.  
 
Ephesians 6:17 (NKJV) 17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God;  

 
Jesus Showed How to Use it 
Jesus showed us an example when the devil attacked him. He responded, "Thus says the Word, thus says the 
Lord," and he's quoting Deuteronomy. That's how we have to handle every situation, every situation. This is what 
the Word of God says. "Thus says the Word, thus say the Lord," and this is how we handle. This is how we decide 
what to do, decide what to do. This is how we fight off the evil one. This is how we call down the power, through 
the Word of God. 
Matthew 4:4 (NKJV) 4 But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the 
mouth of God.’ ”  
 
Matthew 4:7 (NKJV) 7 Jesus said to him, “It is written again, ‘You shall not tempt the LORD your God.’ ”  
 
Matthew 4:10 (NKJV) 10 Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you 
shall serve.’ ”  

 
But Notice – Man Swung Sword – But God Brought Victory 
Verse 10, this guy just wouldn't quit, he fought so hard that his hand become one with the sword. But notice the 
coupling with how the battle goes, the Lord brought the victory. This man swung the sword, but it was the Lord 
who brought the victory. You can't keep a man like that down. He just won't quit. I think of the apostle Paul, he 
goes, he gets stoned, everybody leaves him, they come, they see him laying there, thinking he's dead, he wakes up, 
not sure if he was dead or not, but he comes back, wakes up, and Paul gets up, he dusts himself off, and instead of 
heading north he heads south and turns right back into the city to preach again, you just can't stop a man like that. 
I like this picture here. 
Acts 14:19–20 (NKJV) 19 Then Jews from Antioch and Iconium came there; and having persuaded the multitudes, they stoned Paul and dragged 
him out of the city, supposing him to be dead. 20 However, when the disciples gathered around him, he rose up and went into the city. And the 
next day he departed with Barnabas to Derbe.  

 
What are You Going to Cling to This Week? 
I hope it inspires us, inspires me for this week, that you're just not going to stop. What am I going to cling to? I'm 
going to cling to this word of God, it's the sword. I'm not out to chop people into pieces. But I'm out to do surgery 
and cut away the things that bind them, the Goliaths that strip them away, and that's what Goliath means. I come 
with the word and I'm going to fight for my family based on the word of God, I'm going to fight for my church 
based on the word of God, I'm going to fight for the lost, going to fight it all the way to the gates of hell, for them. 
I'm going to use this word accurately and I'm going to use it filled with the Spirit and with the heart of the Spirit of 
God. Amen. 
 
David’s Mighty Men -  Shammah Defends the Lentil Field (23:11-12) 
2 Samuel 23:11 And after him was Shammah the son of Agee the Hararite. The Philistines had gathered together 
into a troop where there was a piece of ground full of lentils. So the people fled from the Philistines.  
2 Samuel 23:12 But he stationed himself in the middle of the field, defended it, and killed the Philistines. So the 
LORD brought about a great victory.  
 
Defending the Lentils / Holding Ground – Not Giving an Inch 
Verse 11, defending the lentils, man after my own heart, it's probably rice, because they know ain't no Cajun meal 
complete without rice. You're going to have some good jambalaya, you're going to have some good gumbo, got to 
have the rice, the lentils to go with it. So I appreciate this man fighting to hold the grounds of the lentil. 



 
But all joking aside, this man was fighting for livelihood. See, to lose the lentils wasn't just to lose the current 
substance to survive, that wasn't just David's men, but the families, but they were also the grain that you would 
throw into the next year's crop to bring that about, so he was fighting for more than today, he was fighting for a 
future. I think you have to remember this, Christian, in all the battles that you go, you can't just fight for today, 
you've got to be fighting and planning on the future, and how you battle this today and what you defend today and 
what you invest in today, it's an investment in the future. If you fall short today, you're going to fall short into the 
future too. So this man, he fights for the lentils because he's fighting for a future, not just the present. 
 
Give No Place to the Devil 
Ephesians says give no place for the devil. That word place there means not even an inch. So, the calling for us, as a 
picture here, or there's barley, or wheat, or gold, it's not the value, it's the place and not an inch of it is to be 
turned over or given. We can't decide to fight on based on value. We have to fight based on principle. This is the 
value of God, whatever that thing is.  We're called to fight for it and I think ultimately we have to fight even if it 
means to the death. 
Ephesians 4:27 (NKJV) 27 nor give place to the devil.  

 
David’s Mighty Men -  3 of Them get Water from the Well of Bethlehem for David (23:13-17) 
2 Samuel 23:13 Then three of the thirty chief men went down at harvest time and came to David at the cave of 
Adullam. And the troop of Philistines encamped in the Valley of Rephaim.  
2 Samuel 23:14 David was then in the stronghold, and the garrison of the Philistines was then in Bethlehem.  
2 Samuel 23:15 And David said with longing, “Oh, that someone would give me a drink of the water from the 
well of Bethlehem, which is by the gate!”  
 
Bethlehem David’s Backyard / Longing for Simpler Days 
Remember, this is Bethlehem. This is David's back yard and I think I could see David as I would see myself of how I 
remember the freedom as a child, as a young lad just to go down to the well of Bethlehem and get me a drink. Life 
was so simple back then and so easy. Now, here it is all complicated. I think here is a longing for better days that he 
once had.  I have those days, but I have to get over them quickly, for the days are getting darker and darker. 
 
2 Samuel 23:16 So the three mighty men broke through the camp of the Philistines, drew water from the well of 
Bethlehem that was by the gate, and took it and brought it to David. Nevertheless he would not drink it, but 
poured it out to the LORD.  
2 Samuel 23:17 And he said, “Far be it from me, O LORD, that I should do this! Is this not the blood of the men 
who went in jeopardy of their lives?” Therefore he would not drink it. These things were done by the three 
mighty men.  
 
Love These Men – Can’t Stop These Men 
Verse 16, look at the love that these men have for David, they're willing to risk it all just to bless the man that they 
love. You know, when brothers and sisters have this type of love among themselves, Satan can't win. Psalm 133, 
"Oh how good and blessed it is when brethren dwell together in unity." This love one for another, there's no place 
for Satan to get in, there's no foothold because they come and they love each other. I hope that's what God would 
do in this church, I hope you'll love one another, I hope you are willing to pour it out for somebody else and risk it 
for somebody else, just looking at their needs, say, "I love them enough to step out and to get messed up, maybe 
get beat up, maybe get bruised up, I just love them that much." There ain't no devil that could divide that type of 
unity. 
Psalm 133:1–3 (NKJV) 1 Behold, how good and how pleasant it is For brethren to dwell together in unity! 2 It is like the precious oil upon the 
head, Running down on the beard, The beard of Aaron, Running down on the edge of his garments. 3 It is like the dew of Hermon, Descending 
upon the mountains of Zion; For there the LORD commanded the blessing— Life forevermore.  

 
David Made their Sacrifice and Offering 
Verse 17, David pours it out, he wouldn't take some comfort while others suffered, he didn't elevate himself, he 
made himself one with his men and he took their sacrifice and made it an offering unto the Lord. I'm one with you, 



I'm going to sacrifice with you, I'm not going to live comfortably at your expense. But I'm going to pour out what 
could be entitled to me as an offering to the Lord. David is making this offering, it's really for these men, it's unto 
the Lord, David's making sacrifice of himself but he's making a sacrifice on behalf of these men, of, "Lord, look at 
their love for me, look at what they were willing to sacrifice for me. Lord, I pour it out before you, I can't take a 
drop of it and take away the glory of what you've done in their life and the men that they've become, and the 
willingness that they have out of love for me." Oh, what a beautiful picture. 
 
David’s Mighty Men - Abishai Killed 300 (23:18-19) 
2 Samuel 23:18 Now Abishai the brother of Joab, the son of Zeruiah, was chief of another three. He lifted his 
spear against three hundred men, killed them, and won a name among these three.  
2 Samuel 23:19 Was he not the most honored of three? Therefore he became their captain. However, he did not 
attain to the first three.  
 
Abishai 
What I like about the story of Abishai, is that he is mentioned many times, and continually he is mentioned in the 
context of fighting for the king or guarding the king.  It seems story after story there he is next to King David.  He 
was a man who was continually at the kings side.  Lord, may that be my story, that I was always found close to the 
King, King Jesus. 
 
David’s Mighty Men -  Benaiah Killed a Lion in a Snowy Pit (23:20-23) 
2 Samuel 23:20 Benaiah was the son of Jehoiada, the son of a valiant man from Kabzeel, who had done many 
deeds. He had killed two lion-like heroes of Moab. He also had gone down and killed a lion in the midst of a pit 
on a snowy day.  
 
Notice the Linkage to their Fathers / Dad – Tell Them They Can be Giant Killers 
Notice each man is listed by who is father is, this is, yes, for the finding of exactly who they were in their family 
lineage, but it's something even greater than that, it's the lineage of the father, these are the sons of a father. 
There's something to be said about a father who can raise up mighty men to become giant-killers, become 
Philistine destroyers. When these dads would read this they'd go, "That's right, that's my boy. He's a warrior. He 
fought for the nation. Made it a great nation. I'm so proud of him." So we dads, may we raise up sons, giant-killers, 
and let them know, "I believe you're a giant-killer, son." 
 
Hair Everywhere 
These lion like guys, they're just all hair, beard. They look like some of these hockey players today. 
 
Why Go into a Pit Where a Lion Is? 
Why would you go into a pit on a snowy day to fight a lion? I would say the worst time to fight a lion and the worst 
place to fight a lion would be in a pit on a snowy day. Why would this man go into a pit and fight a lion on a snowy 
day and hence we have our picture, and that is sometimes you just have to go into the pit and fight the lion. You 
see this lion as this man came upon it, now is the time to fight the lion, to walk by the pit and say, this is not the 
time the fight, the lion would be to let the lion then leave the pit and go on to be that threat wherever it would go 
from there.  
 
This lion would be a threat to the nation of Israel. There would be no peace for anyone in the land. As long as a lion 
was roaming and roaring, this lion could easily devour whoever would come upon and this mighty man of God, 
when he came upon the lion and saw the lion in the pit, took no regard, whether it was a snowy day or not, 
whether he had good footing, or the element of surprise, the ability to sneak up on the lion and get first hit.  All 
that he knew, is now was the fight. The lion that has been devouring his countrymen is there before him, and now 
is the time to fight. Regardless of the impossible circumstances, regardless of the odds that were stacked against 
him, he was not going to give up an inch of land of Israel and now was the time to fight.   
 
And so too it is with us, I cant put off todays fight, I cant trade tomorrows peace for today’s rest.  Myself, or 
someone I love may get devoured tomorrow if I walk by it today. 



 
2 Samuel 23:21 And he killed an Egyptian, a spectacular man. The Egyptian had a spear in his hand; so he went 
down to him with a staff, wrested the spear out of the Egyptian’s hand, and killed him with his own spear.  
2 Samuel 23:22 These things Benaiah the son of Jehoiada did, and won a name among three mighty men.  
 
A Spectacular Man 
A spectacular man, only time in the scriptures that I found the two words together, spectacular and man is in 
reference to this Egyptian who must've been something, and here again we see a man. This man who is not 
prepared for battle in the sense he doesn't have his sword. All of the has the staff. He's come upon this spectacular 
man and has decided that this is the time for the battle. This is when the battle needs to be. He has confronted 
him. He could retreat, but he won't. He's not going to give up an inch of ground and this is the battle and the battle 
is now and it doesn't matter to him. The odds that are against him fighting a spectacular man with a spear in his 
hand and all he has is a staff, a piece of wood, but he takes the fight then and now because the enemy is before 
him then and now 
 
And we have a spectacular victory. I like it in the picture that's represented of the staff and not the sword because 
Moses defeated the whole Egyptian army with the staff in the store. He did not go into Pharaoh's court with a 
sword. He went in with a staff and that staff represented merely but ultimately faith that God would do what God 
said he would do and he would deliver Moses and the children of Israel, and every time that Moses lifted the staff, 
it was a demonstration of faith that I lift this up and God is going to move and a beautiful picture of prayer. We lift 
our hands and prayer and it's as a staff and God moves and delivers what we've asked for in accordance to his 
heart and his wheel.  
 
And I love this in that he kills the spectacular man that looks so glorious with his own spear. He killed the enemy 
with the enemy's weapon.  I've seen it. I've experienced that and I love it when I see enemy being killed with his 
own weapon. What once destroyed and killed now becomes the very thing that destroys and kills that enemy. The 
enemy comes with his weapon and says, drink this, smoke that, snort this, shoot this, and it devours people and it 
takes them places that they never dreamed they would go, but then one day they go, enough, I am sick and tired 
of being sick and tired of this and no more. I am not going to be in bondage to this, so no more and I'm looking for 
victory, and they turn to Jesus Christ and they call upon the name of the Lord and the thing that took them to the 
Lord was the very thing that was destroying them and then they deal with death blow to the very thing that once 
was destroying them.  
 
I'm reminded of myself. Loneliness, Emptiness.  Oh, the enemy of loneliness. I tried to fill the emptiness and 
loneliness of my life with anything that the world would offer me and it was taken me further and further and 
further away from any hope and I was going deeper and deeper into despair and that weapon that the enemy uses 
against me. He used it so well, but the beauty, he overused it because then I reached a point and I said, I'm tired of 
being empty. There's got to be more to this life than this life.  And the spirit of the Lord started to move in me and I 
opened up his word supernaturally and as I would read his word, he was coming in to my very presence, drawing 
me into his very presence and the last thing you'll ever find in the presence of the Lord is emptiness and loneliness, 
and the God filled me with his love, wrapped me in his arms of love, drew me to himself. I got down, I confessed 
my sin, asked him to become lord and Savior of my life and just like that I picked the weapon that the enemy was 
using to kill and destroy me and I put a death blow into his very life and now I have the joy of the Lord.  
 
Do You Know Jesus Today 
If you don't know Jesus Christ today, you can meet Him and have this new life today! 
 
2 Samuel 23:23 He was more honored than the thirty, but he did not attain to the first three. And David 
appointed him over his guard.  
 
Notice Some are Greater Than Others – Not All Gifting the Same 
And notice that all these men are mighty men, but there is a ranking, if you would, of the might and power. There 
is three groupings and three tiers, if you would, of the greatest great and awesome. And the takeaway from that is 



that in life and in the body of Christ, not everyone's going to have the same gifting, and talent, and abilities and we 
see that in the parable of the talents of five talents and two talents and some have more gifting and some have 
less and the key there for us is, what are you doing with the talent that God has given you? 
 
I Am Two-Talented 
And all I'm responsible, and I always joke and I say to some of my fellow pastors, I'm a two talented pastor, or I am 
“one” talented pastor.  And they start to look at me with this look of, "You're a little arrogant aren't you?" And I 
say, "I'm two talented. T W O." And I can recognize and see other pastor friends that I have and their five talents. 
But the key for me and the key for you is, what am I doing with the talents that I do have? Am I bringing a return 
on what God has invested in me to bring him glory? 
Matthew 25:14–15 (NKJV) 14 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far country, who called his own servants and delivered his 
goods to them. 15 And to one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one, to each according to his own ability; and immediately he 
went on a journey.  

 
Christian What Are you Doing with Your Talents 
What are you doing with your talents? 
 
David’s Mighty Men -  The Remaining Mighty Men (23:24-39) 
2 Samuel 23:24 Asahel the brother of Joab was one of the thirty; Elhanan the son of Dodo of Bethlehem,  
2 Samuel 23:25 Shammah the Harodite, Elika the Harodite,  
2 Samuel 23:26 Helez the Paltite, Ira the son of Ikkesh the Tekoite,  
2 Samuel 23:27 Abiezer the Anathothite, Mebunnai the Hushathite,  
2 Samuel 23:28 Zalmon the Ahohite, Maharai the Netophathite,  
2 Samuel 23:29 Heleb the son of Baanah (the Netophathite), Ittai the son of Ribai from Gibeah of the children of 
Benjamin,  
2 Samuel 23:30 Benaiah a Pirathonite, Hiddai from the brooks of Gaash,  
2 Samuel 23:31 Abi-Albon the Arbathite, Azmaveth the Barhumite,  
2 Samuel 23:32 Eliahba the Shaalbonite (of the sons of Jashen), Jonathan,  
2 Samuel 23:33 Shammah the Hararite, Ahiam the son of Sharar the Hararite,  
2 Samuel 23:34 Eliphelet the son of Ahasbai, the son of the Maachathite, Eliam the son of Ahithophel the 
Gilonite,  
2 Samuel 23:35 Hezrai the Carmelite, Paarai the Arbite,  
2 Samuel 23:36 Igal the son of Nathan of Zobah, Bani the Gadite,  
2 Samuel 23:37 Zelek the Ammonite, Naharai the Beerothite (armorbearer of Joab the son of Zeruiah),  
2 Samuel 23:38 Ira the Ithrite, Gareb the Ithrite,  
2 Samuel 23:39 and Uriah the Hittite: thirty-seven in all.  
 
Bathsheba not as Random as Think 
And we see through the bottom of the names that we see the father of Bathsheba and then that puts the string 
together that Ahithophel who was David's chief counselor who turned on him was Bathsheba's grandfather. So we 
see that Bathsheba wasn't as random as we might think. There was a network of mighty men, only 37 that's 
recorded here and David would know his mighty men are and who would call on and he would know who their 
wives are and who their fathers are. The last name given is Uriah the Hittite. The husband of Bathsheba, who David 
killed. 
 
God Sees 
God sees and records all His great men and woman of faith.  May our names be written as being such a people, 
those who would not give an inch, fought the good fight. 
2 Timothy 4:6–8 (NKJV) 6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure is at hand. 7 I have fought the 
good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.  

 
Prayer – Boldly Ask Your God 
The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives. 



Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

 
In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  

• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
 
Boldly Come to Throne of Grace 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might work in 
you, and through you. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
End of Study 
 
  



2 Samuel 24 
2 Samuel 24:1-25 
 
Beloved 
Beloved of God, there is a God in heaven who adores you, is passionate for you, and ………. delights in you.  Today 
he says come unto Me, bring me Your heart, entrust your heart to Me, and let Me minister, serve, cherish, your 
heart and you will not leave here the same as when you came in.  Beloved the God of the universe, who holds all 
things in His hands, is calling you away to a special time and place today. 
 
Prayer – Boldly Ask Your God 
The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives. 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

 
In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  

• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
 
Boldly Come to Throne of Grace 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might work in 
you, and through you. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
Last Chapter 
We have come to the last chapter of our study through 1&2 Samuel.  That is 55 chapters.  Chapter 24 is not in 
chronological order, and it even seems a little out-of-place, kind of an afterthought especially considering last 
chapter was David’s last words, and a recognition and recording of David’s mighty men, who helped David make 
Israel the great Nation it became under David.  But as we close this book with communion, we will see just how 
divinely inspired this chapter, this book, and this whole Bible truly is. 
2 Timothy 3:16–17 (NKJV) 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.  

 
Outline 2 Samuel 24:1-25: 

• God’s Anger Aroused Against Israel (24:1) 

• David Directs Joab to Take a Census in Israel (24:2-4) 

• The Census is Taken for 9 Months and 20 Days (24:5-8) 
• David Repents for Taking the Census (24:9-11) 

• God Gives David 3 Options for Discipline (24:11-14) 

• The Angel of the Lord Kills 70,000 Men of Israel (24:15-16) 

• God Tells David to Build an Altar (24:17-19) 

• Araunah Offers to Give the David the Threshing Floor (24:20-23) 

• David Buys the Threshing Floor (24:24) 

• David Builds an Altar to the Lord, and the Plague is Stopped (24:25) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



God’s Anger Aroused Against Israel (24:1) 
2 Samuel 24:1 Again the anger of the LORD was aroused against Israel, and He moved David against them to say, 
“Go, number Israel and Judah.”  
 
God’s Anger Against Israel & Then David / 1 Chronicles 21 – Satan Moved David 
As we develop this passage today, please take note that it says the God’s anger was aroused against Israel.  So 
there is something that the Nation was doing that was sinful and grieving the Lord.  And secondly, it says that God 
moved David to number the people, and if you are familiar with the passage we know that David will be disciplined 
for doing so, which would seem like a contradiction of how God could be angry at David for doing what he was told 
to do, and how could God move David to sin.  But this account is also recorded in 1 Chronicles 21, and in that 
passage,  we are told clearly that it was the Devil who moved David to commit this sin, and thus we will see and 
know, that the Devil can do nothing against us, except that which the Lord allows him to do. 
1 Chronicles 21:1–2 (NKJV) 1 Now Satan stood up against Israel, and moved David to number Israel. 2 So David said to Joab and to the leaders of 
the people, “Go, number Israel from Beersheba to Dan, and bring the number of them to me that I may know it.”  

 
David Directs Joab to Take a Census in Israel (24:2-4) 
2 Samuel 24:2 So the king said to Joab the commander of the army who was with him, “Now go throughout all 
the tribes of Israel, from Dan to Beersheba, and count the people, that I may know the number of the people.”  
2 Samuel 24:3 And Joab said to the king, “Now may the LORD your God add to the people a hundred times more 
than there are, and may the eyes of my lord the king see it. But why does my lord the king desire this thing?”  
2 Samuel 24:4 Nevertheless the king’s word prevailed against Joab and against the captains of the army. 
Therefore Joab and the captains of the army went out from the presence of the king to count the people of 
Israel.  
 
Appears to Have Happened Late in David’s Reign 
1 Chronicles 21, it appears that this event happened late in David's reign as the king of Israel because the event 
recorded immediately after this census in 1 Chronicles 21 is David gathering all the materials to build the Temple. 
And the instruction to Solomon on how the temple was to be built.  
1 Chronicles 21:1–2 (NKJV) 1 Now Satan stood up against Israel, and moved David to number Israel. 2 So David said to Joab and to the leaders of 
the people, “Go, number Israel from Beersheba to Dan, and bring the number of them to me that I may know it.”  
 
1 Chronicles 22:5 (NKJV) 5 Now David said, “Solomon my son is young and inexperienced, and the house to be built for the LORD must be 
exceedingly magnificent, famous and glorious throughout all countries. I will now make preparation for it.” So David made abundant 
preparations before his death.  

 
David has Been Through So Much  
David has been through so much. When you consider this, he gets the calling to be the next king at such a young 
age, maybe around the age of 15, oh, it's going to take him close to 15 more years before he actually becomes the 
king. As God is shaping the man before he and presents the man as the king to the nation of Israel.   And along that 
line he's letting Israel prepare themselves for the king that they truly need, not the king they wanted and got in 
Saul.  David will spend years dodging spears and swords, hiding in caves and crevices from Saul, trusting in the 
Lord, having low moments of taking on flesh and his manmade wisdom, but always returning to the Lord and the 
trust that God has a leading and calling on his life. Then he becomes king. He defeats his enemies. He does great 
and mighty things for the glory of God, but he has his moments of weakness and foolishness, but comes back to 
the Lord again and again and again, repenting and being restored and isn't that a beautiful picture? No matter how 
many times we fall, repentance is always a cry away and restoration is immediately thereafter.  Then David he 
survives the rebellion by his very own son. He's restored back to the kingdom and now here he is late in his reign. 
 
Event is Late in his Life – Christian we Can’t Take Foot off Pedal 
What is the significance for us regarding the divine design that this is the last chapter of Second Samuel and the life 
of David and what it is for us is the reminder that we can never take our foot off the pedal. There is no cruise 
control. We never reach a point that we have reached safe shores and that the battle and the enemy will continue 
until our last breath and we are always capable of making an errant decision that will have great consequences.  
 



We're going to see David make a poor decision late in his life. It's going to cost the lives of 70,000 men and you 
would think, David, after walking with the Lord all these years and the wisdom of being the king and all the great 
victories that he had seen and all the experiences of failures that he has learned from that he would be beyond 
making such poor decisions, impulsive decisions, great catastrophic decisions, so late in his life where we're going 
to see that's not the case and David's going to make a huge catastrophic mistake that's going to cost the lives of 
70,000 men and who knows the impact as it spiraled out onto wives and children. 
2 Samuel 24:15 (NKJV) 15 So the LORD sent a plague upon Israel from the morning till the appointed time. From Dan to Beersheba seventy 
thousand men of the people died.  

 
Christian – No Time to be on Cruise Control / We Need to Continually Ask (What does Word Say) 
May we always be a people who stay on guard. Keep your foot on the pedal. Christian, there's no time to be on 
cruise control and there's no time to think that we've made it into perfect wisdom and that everything that we 
think is the right thing to do, we have to continually look back and say, Lord, what do you say? What does your 
heart say? What is the wisdom of the Lord? And remember, every one of us, this great sphere of influence in this 
room, we're all rulers in some form or fashion, whether in ministry, our campus, our families, our marriages, we all 
have some influence and therefore we all qualify for rulers. And as we saw in the last chapter, a ruler is just. And 
what does that mean? Is the ruler is always doing the right thing.  The right thing is always in accordance with the 
word of God. And everything that a ruler does is in fear of the Lord to not displeased the Lord, to not bring 
dishonor to the Lord. So David here is making a mistake. He's not doing the right thing and he is not in the fear of 
the Lord of possibly entering in and doing the wrong thing. Even after there's somebody who's given him a hint, 
you sure you want to do this? I don't think this is a good idea.  
2 Samuel 23:3 (NKJV) 3 The God of Israel said, The Rock of Israel spoke to me: ‘He who rules over men must be just, Ruling in the fear of God.  

 
David’s Sin – Trusting in his Army 
The sin of David is that he's taken a census and this census is very specific in that he's counting the number of men 
that are of age that can go to war. So that's the age of 20 or older. Why is that a sin is because what David is doing 
is that he is trusting in his resources rather than trusting in the Lord.  It was not a sin to take a census, as we see in 
Numbers God giving the command to take a census, and His purpose was to show such a small number (600,000) 
and how any victory could only be attributed to the Lord.  How about you? Is that something that you can relate to 
right now? Trusting in your resources rather than trusting in the Lord. 
Numbers 1:2–4 (NKJV) 2 “Take a census of all the congregation of the children of Israel, by their families, by their fathers’ houses, according to 
the number of names, every male individually, 3 from twenty years old and above—all who are able to go to war in Israel. You and Aaron shall 
number them by their armies. 4 And with you there shall be a man from every tribe, each one the head of his father’s house.  

 
Deuteronomy 17:16–20 (NKJV) 16 But he shall not multiply horses for himself, nor cause the people to return to Egypt to multiply horses, for the 
LORD has said to you, ‘You shall not return that way again.’ 17 Neither shall he multiply wives for himself, lest his heart turn away; nor shall he 
greatly multiply silver and gold for himself. 18 “Also it shall be, when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, that he shall write for himself a copy of 
this law in a book, from the one before the priests, the Levites. 19 And it shall be with him, and he shall read it all the days of his life, that he may 
learn to fear the LORD his God and be careful to observe all the words of this law and these statutes, 20 that his heart may not be lifted above his 
brethren, that he may not turn aside from the commandment to the right hand or to the left, and that he may prolong his days in his kingdom, 
he and his children in the midst of Israel.  

 
Psalm 33 
David is not applying the Word of Psalm 33 
Psalm 33:16–17 (NKJV) 16 No king is saved by the multitude of an army; A mighty man is not delivered by great strength. 17 A horse is a vain 
hope for safety; Neither shall it deliver any by its great strength.  
 
Zechariah 4:6 (NKJV) 6 So he answered and said to me: “This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might nor by power, but by My 
Spirit,’ Says the LORD of hosts.  

 
Nothing Comes to Us Except What Lord Allows 
It says that the Lord moved David to take the census, but what we see for more detail is that in first chronicles 21, 
it was the devil who had stirred David to take this census. And there we see a simple but very vital principle that 
we need to understand is that nothing can come to us, that the Lord doesn't allow. So the devil, as we have seen in 
the study of Job, he had to get permission to go touch Joe. He couldn't touch him on his own. So even Joab as 
carnal and fleshly that he is he saying that, David, what are you counting for? We know that it's unexplainable, that 



when we need help from the Lord in our battle, God multiplies. God shows up in ways we could never even 
imagine, and so what's the need of counting when God is all that we need? You don't need to count how many 
soldiers with swords you have. You only need to count the one true God and that he fights for you and somehow 
all these things then come together.  
1 Chronicles 21:1–2 (NKJV) 1 Now Satan stood up against Israel, and moved David to number Israel. 2 So David said to Joab and to the leaders of 
the people, “Go, number Israel from Beersheba to Dan, and bring the number of them to me that I may know it.”  
 
Job 1:9–12 (NKJV) 9 So Satan answered the LORD and said, “Does Job fear God for nothing? 10 Have You not made a hedge around him, around 
his household, and around all that he has on every side? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land. 
11 But now, stretch out Your hand and touch all that he has, and he will surely curse You to Your face!” 12 And the LORD said to Satan, “Behold, all 
that he has is in your power; only do not lay a hand on his person.” So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD.  
 

This passage screams out to us James 4:7, Resist the devil and he will flee from you.  But you will never and never 
can resist the devil without the first part of that verse, and that is you must first draw near to God. 
James 4:7–10 (NKJV) 7 Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. 
Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Lament and mourn and weep! Let your laughter be turned to 
mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.  

 
The Census is Taken for 9 Months and 20 Days (24:5-8) 
2 Samuel 24:5 And they crossed over the Jordan and camped in Aroer, on the right side of the town which is in 
the midst of the ravine of Gad, and toward Jazer.  
2 Samuel 24:6 Then they came to Gilead and to the land of Tahtim Hodshi; they came to Dan Jaan and around to 
Sidon;  
2 Samuel 24:7 and they came to the stronghold of Tyre and to all the cities of the Hivites and the Canaanites. 
Then they went out to South Judah as far as Beersheba.  
2 Samuel 24:8 So when they had gone through all the land, they came to Jerusalem at the end of nine months 
and twenty days.  
 
Not Impulsive Decision – 9+ Months / Flesh Strong – Devil Keeps Stirring 
So the census took nine months and 20 days. The significance of that that we're being told is David had nine 
months and 20 days to repent, so something has really settled into David. This isn't and can't only be blamed on it 
and impulsive decision and bow. He's paying for making an impulsive decision. David has made a decision and it's 
standing the test of time of nine months and 20 days, he still has not recalled nor retracted this statement.  So 
something deeper is going on in the life of David, that even after nine months he can't break through. He can't be 
broken through to just say stop.   
 
That’s how strong the flesh can be.  And don’t you know the Devil kept stirring him.  Don’t think for a moment the 
devil is one and done, he will keep stirring you and stirring you to keep that thought fresh in your mind.  Time is 
one of his most powerful weapons for we think when something first happens hey this is the devil, but then as 
time wears on we start to think it is something about us, or something about that person, or something about the 
world, and we stop attacking the problem at the source, and try to battle it in those other places, which if we don’t 
cut it off at the source, it will just keep growing and growing, as the source (the devil) just keeps fueling and 
fanning the flame.  Resist him Christian!  But first and always you must be drawing near to God. 
 
David Repents for Taking the Census (24:9-11) 
2 Samuel 24:9 Then Joab gave the sum of the number of the people to the king. And there were in Israel eight 
hundred thousand valiant men who drew the sword, and the men of Judah were five hundred thousand men.  
 
1.3 Million / David’s Pride - Fear 
The census showed there were 1.3 million fighting men at David’s disposal.  So back in Numbers about 400 years 
prior it was 600,000 fighting men, now it is 1.3 million, it is enough for man to say, wow our strength is in our 
numbers, not the Lord.  We got this Lord, no need to get up for this one.  David could easily be filled with pride, 
wow look how I have grown the army, by my great leadership and skillset, I have doubled “God’s” army.  Or, 
maybe David would be filled with fear that he doesn’t have enough men to stay strong and safe. 
 



Ray God Said – Never Count 
One of the things God had spoken to me long before I started in the ministry. And he told me never count. I can 
remember even when we were in the kitchen as this church started I still would not allow myself to count in my 
mind how many people were sitting at the table. I would put a block up because I would always say don't count 
just as God said not to. One of two things will happen. Either you'll get puffed up with pride. Thinking it's 
something of yourself when you see the increase.   Or you will be defeated and discouraged when the numbers are 
small or decreasing. And you will still think that it's something to do with you. Rather than it's all the Lord. The Lord 
brings the increase. The Lord even brings the decrease.  We simply trust the Lord.  
 
2 Samuel 24:10 And David’s heart condemned him after he had numbered the people. So David said to the LORD, 
“I have sinned greatly in what I have done; but now, I pray, O LORD, take away the iniquity of Your servant, for I 
have done very foolishly.”  
 
David is Convicted / Comes Back to Psalm 51 – Contrite Heart 
David's heart is convicted, it took a long time, but eventually he became convicted. You remember what he wrote, 
a broken and contrite heart, You will not turn away. What a gracious God, what are the amazing God.  That even 
after nine months and 20 days, maybe nine years and 20 days of rebellion, of stubbornness, of unwillingness to 
yield to the heart of God and taking things on and doing things on our own flesh, our own resources, that at the 
sound of a broken and contrite heart, broken before the Lord poured out before the Lord, the Lord simply will 
bring forgiveness and not turn anyone away. You can have that today. 
Psalm 51:17 (NKJV) 17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, A broken and a contrite heart— These, O God, You will not despise.  

 
Notice – David Takes Full Responsibility / Repentance does Not Blameshift 
Notice David takes full responsibility for his sin and his action, even though we started in read, that it was Satan 
who tempted him. We see that it was David who takes the responsibility and that's what repentance is. 
Repentance blame shifts to nobody, it takes its responsibility than it takes its consequences with it. That's what 
repentance is. It's not a blame shift. I did this because, or I wouldn't have done this if it hadn't been. Repentance it 
just comes down to……… against you and you only have I sinned, Lord 
Psalm 51:3–4 (NKJV) 3 For I acknowledge my transgressions, And my sin is always before me. 4 Against You, You only, have I sinned, And done 
this evil in Your sight— That You may be found just when You speak, And blameless when You judge.  

 
God Gives David 3 Options for Discipline (24:11-14) 
2 Samuel 24:11 Now when David arose in the morning, the word of the LORD came to the prophet Gad, David’s 
seer, saying,  
2 Samuel 24:12 “Go and tell David, ‘Thus says the LORD: “I offer you three things; choose one of them for 
yourself, that I may do it to you.” ’ ”  
 
Always Consequences of Sin 
I found in my life personally that there are pauses of God between my confession and the “word of the Lord”.  
Beloved, there are always consequences for our sin, and although David confessed, and is forgiven, consequences 
still come.  Forgiveness doesn’t erase the earthly consequences of sin.   
 
The Two Immediate in Repentance (Confession – Forgiveness) 
I find it interesting that David repented at night, but God doesn’t send the prophet of Gad to speak to him until the 
morning.  I am sure it is not because God didn’t want to upset David’s sleep.  I think just the opposite, I think God 
wanted David to be in a place to clearly hear and have a heart ready to receive what God would say next.  
Forgiveness is always a confession away, and forgiveness is always immediate, and if you have anything to confess 
unto the Lord, there are two immediates in confession, you need to immediately confess (for waiting 9 months 
and 20 days is pure foolishness), and when you immediately confess, God immediately forgives. 
Psalm 32:3–5 (NKJV) 3 When I kept silent, my bones grew old Through my groaning all the day long. 4 For day and night Your hand was heavy 
upon me; My vitality was turned into the drought of summer. Selah 5 I acknowledged my sin to You, And my iniquity I have not hidden. I said, “I 
will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” And You forgave the iniquity of my sin. Selah  

 
 



The Pauses of God 
After our sin, and after our confession, we need to have ears to hear the Lord speak, here is what this sin will bring 
about, and here is what you have brought about because of it.  The Lord may show you, here is all the pain you 
have caused others because of your sin, which then should bring us into a place if applicable to go to seek 
reconciliation with the person(s) we have harmed, acknowledge our wrong in the matter, and then our role to 
intercede on their behalf.  This chapter of the Bible serves to us as a sober reminder, that our personal sin can 
bring consequences not just upon ourselves, but others also. 
 
If you are playing around with a sin right now in your life, run to repentance, confess it immediately, right now, and 
now your forgiveness is immediate.  And then wait upon the Lord, have an ear to hear, what are the consequences 
and be ready to face them as a man/woman of God at whatever the price, and if you have harmed someone else, 
apply the immediate and get to them and seek their forgiveness. 
 
I personally have experienced in my life that the Lord gives me time between my confession and his speaking to 
me, and what I found is to bring me to a place of the gravity of my sin, of what I've done and how it will affect 
others.  And that weight, and that pause, brings me to the place of having ears to hear what he's going to say. He's 
preparing my heart so that I might respond appropriately.  
 
I've seen it in my own life, that pause between God's speaking to me about my sin and what the consequences are 
of it and the gravity of it. That pause gives me time for interpersonal reflection.  It gives me the time to think it 
through and process it. What have I just done? What does this mean before my holy God and what does this mean 
to my brothers and sisters in Christ. And now my mind and my heart and my soul are prepared for God to speak 
and me not to give excuses and me not to give justification, but for me to sit and simply receive what God is going 
to say. So, if you were in that place, have a pause.  
 
I just tell you these things, so you may know you're not alone and I've been there many a time where you're at and 
so too has King David, 
 
2 Samuel 24:13 So Gad came to David and told him; and he said to him, “Shall seven years of famine come to 
you in your land? Or shall you flee three months before your enemies, while they pursue you? Or shall there be 
three days’ plague in your land? Now consider and see what answer I should take back to Him who sent me.”  
2 Samuel 24:14 And David said to Gad, “I am in great distress. Please let us fall into the hand of the LORD, for His 
mercies are great; but do not let me fall into the hand of man.”  
 
A Good Father Disciplines His Child 
But God still disciplines His children just like any good father does. 
Hebrews 12:5–11 (NKJV) 5 And you have forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as to sons: “My son, do not despise the chastening of 
the LORD, Nor be discouraged when you are rebuked by Him; 6 For whom the LORD loves He chastens, And scourges every son whom He receives.” 
7 If you endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom a father does not chasten? 8 But if you are without 
chastening, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate and not sons. 9 Furthermore, we have had human fathers who 
corrected us, and we paid them respect. Shall we not much more readily be in subjection to the Father of spirits and live? 10 For they indeed for a 
few days chastened us as seemed best to them, but He for our profit, that we may be partakers of His holiness. 11 Now no chastening seems to 
be joyful for the present, but painful; nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.  

 
There is No Grace in Hand of Man 
So David gets three choices and he takes the choice of falling into the hands of God, and this is what I've found in 
my life, even in God's discipline and there's been many in my life. I've always still found grace in the midst of my 
discipline. God still extended grace even in my time of great discipline. David knows as the heart of his father that 
his father has to discipline and it's interesting to see regardless of our age, God still shaping and molding us 
because God is as concerned about this present day as the future day. There's a son, the follow him, a grandson 
after that and so on, and the message has to be made clear. It can't not exercise even to his sons after him. You 
can't trust in your horses. You can't trust in your resources. I am your trust the Lord wants it made known, so that 
statement still needs to be clearly made and so God makes a statement for David's life personally and for the 
nation of Israel nationally.  



 
David says, I surely don't want him to fall into the hands of man because there is no mercy. There is no grace when 
you fall into the hands of your enemies because they will not stop until they destroy it. Let me fall into the hands 
of a gracious, loving, heavenly father, and that's what David chooses and that's what we need to choose. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
The Angel of the Lord Kills 70,000 Men of Israel (24:15-16) 
2 Samuel 24:15 So the LORD sent a plague upon Israel from the morning till the appointed time. From Dan to 
Beersheba seventy thousand men of the people died.  
 
The Sin was National and Individual (David) 
May I point out, that this judgement of God that brings death upon 70,000 men is not due wholly upon David’s sin 
for counting.  But as we read in verse 1, God’s anger is upon the whole nation of Israel.  We are not given the 
details of why He is angry at the nation, but there was some “national sin” that the nation was committing, and 
thus there was a “national judgement” that was due them.  It may be there was still disunity in the nation because 
of Absalom’s rebellion and the people that followed after Absalom, never untied their hearts back to David and 
continually were causing division.  It may be that people of the nation were offering worship to strange gods, or 
there was the national sin of abortion (the passing of the children through the fire).  We are not sure what the 
national sin was, but if I was to give my “guess” it was something to do with pride among the army of Israel for we 
read that of the 70,000 that are killed, only men (and that would refer to men of fighting age) were killed.  Only 
“men” of the “people” died.  No women and no children.  But I am merely speculating on the reason why; but 
regardless there was a national sin of the nation requiring this chastening, and there was the personal sin of David 
requiring chastening as well. 
2 Samuel 24:1 (NKJV) 1 Again the anger of the LORD was aroused against Israel, and He moved David against them to say, “Go, number Israel 
and Judah.”  

 
Still to this Day – Israel will not Number 
Still to this day the people of Israel do not number.  When playing a game, and a count is required, the 
person/people say, not 1, not 2, not 3, not 4.  They all know this story in the scriptures. 
 
2 Samuel 24:16 And when the angel stretched out His hand over Jerusalem to destroy it, the LORD relented from 
the destruction, and said to the angel who was destroying the people, “It is enough; now restrain your hand.” 
And the angel of the LORD was by the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite.  
 
David Knew the Heart of God 
David knew the heart of God, that He was a gracious and merciful God, and here we see David knew Him well.  I 
pray you know your God as such, gracious and merciful. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
God Tells David to Build an Altar (24:17-19) 
2 Samuel 24:17 Then David spoke to the LORD when he saw the angel who was striking the people, and said, 
“Surely I have sinned, and I have done wickedly; but these sheep, what have they done? Let Your hand, I pray, 
be against me and against my father’s house.”  
2 Samuel 24:18 And Gad came that day to David and said to him, “Go up, erect an altar to the LORD on the 
threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite.”  
2 Samuel 24:19 So David, according to the word of Gad, went up as the LORD commanded.  
 
Notice God Never Answered 
Notice, God never answered his question.  And get use to it… Often we ask the same question, “God, why does the 
innocent person suffer?” God is not obligated to provide us an explanation. 
 
 
 



The Threshing Floor 
This threshing floor was above David’s palace – it was north of Jerusalem – the old city of David.  A threshing floor 
was a big flat surface, often a large rock, that was up on a hill so the wind could blow through ans separate the 
wheat from the chaff, and only the pure whole grain of the kernel would fall back down, and the husks would blow 
away in the wind. 
 
Araunah Offers to Give the David the Threshing Floor (24:20-23) 
2 Samuel 24:20 Now Araunah looked, and saw the king and his servants coming toward him. So Araunah went 
out and bowed before the king with his face to the ground.  
2 Samuel 24:21 Then Araunah said, “Why has my lord the king come to his servant?” And David said, “To buy the 
threshing floor from you, to build an altar to the LORD, that the plague may be withdrawn from the people.”  
2 Samuel 24:22 Now Araunah said to David, “Let my lord the king take and offer up whatever seems good to 
him. Look, here are oxen for burnt sacrifice, and threshing implements and the yokes of the oxen for wood.  
2 Samuel 24:23 All these, O king, Araunah has given to the king.” And Araunah said to the king, “May the LORD 
your God accept you.”  
 
Araunah Wants to Bless the King 
Blessing to Araunah for his heart’s desire to freely give this land and oxen to David, that he would live to bless the 
king in any way he could and would be blessed to be able to bless David with something of his own. 
 
David Buys the Threshing Floor (24:24) 
2 Samuel 24:24 Then the king said to Araunah, “No, but I will surely buy it from you for a price; nor will I offer 
burnt offerings to the LORD my God with that which costs me nothing.” So David bought the threshing floor and 
the oxen for fifty shekels of silver.  
 
BTW – It is a Legal Document 
We are told in 2 Chronicles 3, this threshing floor is located at Mount Moriah, the exact location where the Temple 
was built.  What you have before you right now, it's a legal document that has been signed and certified and 
preserved that the nation of Israel, the sons of David, are the legal rightful owners to the Temple Mount and the 
Arabs, the Muslims, Hamas, UN, USA, Presidents can all disagree, but this document proves them all wrong. The 
Temple Mount belongs to the sons of David, the nation of Israel, and for anyone to challenge that positions 
themselves, the find themselves being judged by God. 
2 Chronicles 3:1–2 (NKJV) 1 Now Solomon began to build the house of the LORD at Jerusalem on Mount Moriah, where the LORD had appeared to 
his father David, at the place that David had prepared on the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite. 2 And he began to build on the second day of 
the second month in the fourth year of his reign.  

 
True Worship Cost Something 
Blessing to Araunah for his heart’s desire to freely give this land and oxen to David, that he would live to bless the 
king in any way he could and would be blessed to be able to bless David with something of his own. 
 
David said thank you, but no thank you, I will not offer the Lord something that cost me nothing.   
 
And here is a picture painted for us by the Lord, and that is that true worship cost something.   Jesus is the ultimate 
example of the price of worship as he offered Himself unto the Father. 
 
David Builds an Altar to the Lord, and the Plague is Stopped (24:25) 
2 Samuel 24:25 And David built there an altar to the LORD, and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings. So 
the LORD heeded the prayers for the land, and the plague was withdrawn from Israel.  
 
Lord Accepted and Plague Stopped 
The Lord accepted the offering and He stopped the plague.  When the price was paid in full, and the Lord accepted 
it, the plague of death was stopped. 
 



2 Chronicles 3 – It is Mount Moriah 
2 Chronicles 3:1 tells us that the threshing floor of Araunah was on Mount Moriah; This is where Solomon 
constructs the Temple – where God’s glory resides for the next 500 years.  It was the same hill where Abraham 
offered Isaac (Genesis 22:2), and the same set of hills where Jesus died on the cross (Genesis 22:14). 
2 Chronicles 3:1–2 (NKJV) 1 Now Solomon began to build the house of the LORD at Jerusalem on Mount Moriah, where the LORD had appeared to 
his father David, at the place that David had prepared on the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite. 2 And he began to build on the second day of 
the second month in the fourth year of his reign.  
 
Genesis 22:2 (NKJV) 2 Then He said, “Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there 
as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.”  
 
Genesis 22:14 (NKJV) 14 And Abraham called the name of the place, The-LORD-Will-Provide; as it is said to this day, “In the Mount of the LORD it 
shall be provided.”  
 
John 19:28–30 (NKJV) 28 After this, Jesus, knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the Scripture might be fulfilled, said, “I thirst!” 29 
Now a vessel full of sour wine was sitting there; and they filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on hyssop, and put it to His mouth. 30 So when 
Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, “It is finished!” And bowing His head, He gave up His spirit.  

 
John 19:30 – It is Done (Paid in Full / Fully Accomplished) 
Jesus from the cross yelled out, then died after the words, “It is Finished” (Greek Word – tetelestai) which means, 
“Paid in Full”, “Fully Accomplished”, “Stopped”. 
John 19:28–30 (NKJV) 28 After this, Jesus, knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the Scripture might be fulfilled, said, “I thirst!” 29 
Now a vessel full of sour wine was sitting there; and they filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on hyssop, and put it to His mouth. 30 So when 
Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, “It is finished!” And bowing His head, He gave up His spirit.  

 
It’s All Grace 
It is all grace beloved, it is all grace, and it is finished (tetelestai).  Paid in Full, fully accomplished. 
 
Burnt Offering & Peace Offering / 1 John 1:9 
The Burnt offering is for forgiveness of sin and the peace offering is to have fellowship again with the Lord. Sin 
always breaks our fellowship with the Lord and God provides a way for us to come back into fellowship with him. 
The burnt offering, the full wrath of God poured out upon Jesus Christ, and then confession for repentance. 1 John 
1:9, in a sense is a peace offering unto the Lord that we can come back into the sweet fellowship with him. The 
judgment has been dealt with at the cross, but relational sense still separates us, not eternally, but relational from 
the Lord, and the Lord has provided a way. The oxen are innocent substitute. It's not their sin, but the sin of a 
nation, of the people of the person will be laid upon the oxen and the oxen will take the wrath of the sin and it's 
interesting. Our next book they will study is the book of mark and it's been likened the four faces of the Gospel as 
an ox because it's Jesus. The servant king, and we'll talk about that in our next study. 
1 John 1:9 (NKJV) 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

 
The Cross Stands Above Religion 
Jesus would be crucified only a couple hundred feet further up this hill there on Mount Calvary the same mount 
that we talk about today. This Mount Moriah is Mount Calvary where Jesus would pay in full. That Temple Mount 
that David will tell his son Solomon to build the temple according to the plans God would give David, which David 
would give to Solomon.  Would one day be destroyed. By the Babylonians first (about 586BC), but be rebuilt, then 
it would be destroyed again by the Romans (around 70AD).  And someday we are told in this Bible that it will be 
rebuilt again.  And on this same plot of ground that we read of here today sits not the temple but the Dome of the 
Rock. One of the most religious holy sites for the religion of Islam. And how fitting it is that on this mount are the 
major religions of the world and even Christianity can fall into that as a religion.  For so many religions stop there 
at the Mount. Whereas a true relationship is a couple of hundred more feet up that hill, on the very top in what we 
call Golgotha, where Jesus Christ would be crucified for sin.  And how fitting that it's above the Temple Mount 
(where the world religions meet), that above them is where a relationship can be found. There is the cross of Jesus 
Christ. So if you're only made it as far as religion, God invites you today, to come. To come to the full relationship 
through His Son Jesus Christ on the cross where your sins can be forgiven and washed away and the plague of 
death can be stopped. 
 



Prayer – Boldly Ask Your God 
The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives. 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

 
In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  

• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
 
Boldly Come to Throne of Grace 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might work in 
you, and through you. 
*Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
Rocks in the Pockets 
As I was reflecting on and preparing myself for communion, I was reminded of a precious sister in the Lord (Ms. 
Betty). We became friends as she was facing the final days and hours of a deadly disease. Her, her sons and 
daughters became precious sweet people in our hearts.  But I'm reminded of her. When she knew something was 
wrong, when she knew she had some illness that was going to take her life, but she had come to a place of some 
80 years of walking with the Lord that she was ready just to see him face to face and fold up this tent and walk in 
and behold his glory.  So she knew something was wrong and her family with a medical background to them was 
always about her and her doctor's visits and this precious saint of God. She knew her weight loss would be an 
immediate indicator to the doctors that something wasn't well and so every time she would go for her doctor's 
visit, she would put rocks in her pockets and then when they said step up to the scale, she would step up to the 
scale with rocks and all.  Every doctor's visit, she was putting more rocks in her purse, because she was ready to 
see Jesus and she didn't want to delay that meeting any longer. She was ready to pack up this tent and move into 
her mansion.  And the older I get, the longer I walk with the Lord, the sweeter and sweeter that story becomes to 
me because the more and more I see this world and the folly of this world, the more and more I look forward to 
the glory of God and the glorious kingdom to come. 
 
And it's all because what that dear sister believed is what we hold in our hands, that it was paid in full, fully 
accomplished. 
 
Communion Celebration 

1 Corinthians 11:23–26 (NKJV) 23 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that 
the Lord Jesus on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; 24 and when He had 
given thanks, He broke it and said, “Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you; do this in 
remembrance of Me.” 25 In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This 
cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till He 
comes.  
 
End of Study 
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	God’s King – and A United Kingdom
	Here we are in chapter five, and finally a united kingdom, the king that God had chosen. He gave them a king that the people had chosen, but here we come into chapter five with the king that God had chosen. All the way back to Moses, God says "the peo...
	400 Years Prior God Said They Will Ask for King / God’s Word Always Come to Pass
	Just as God had said some 400 years before regarding Israel will want a king, here it comes to pass. You know, God's word will always come to pass, always. God's word will always come to pass. It may take a long period of time. It may take a blink of ...
	What Word You Waiting on Today from the Lord
	I would say to you today, what word are you waiting for, what God's word are you waiting for in your life? Know it will come to pass.
	We Not Told Why David Takes Jerusalem
	So we're not given a clear reason why David would take Jerusalem, other than what we see is because it's a stronghold, because of the way it's situated, that it has three hills on each side, and has a continual rise in elevation, to come to it. Theref...
	Jerusalem is mention in the Bible over 800 times.
	Golgotha and Mount Moriah are the Same Place
	Here is why David is heading to Jerusalem to make it his capital, and the center of the Nation, because Golgotha and Mount Moriah are one in the same place.  (see notes below from Genesis 22 study)
	Golgotha is 777 meters – It is Finished
	It is fascinating that Golgotha topography is 777 meters, exactly, the number of completion, and Jesus would cry from that mountaintop, "It is finished. Done. Completed. Salvation has been provided, and if I be lifted up, I will draw all men to myself."
	David Has No Idea of the Prophetic Implications
	So there's a place that God has brought David, and what's interesting is that David has no idea the prophetic implication of this place. David's coming because he thinks it's part of his life, and there's a place that God leads us in our life, and tha...
	The scripture says, "As a man will not work, neither shall he eat," and you find yourself going through life as it flows, and there's really nothing wrong with that. "Love the Lord your God, with all your heart, mind, and soul. Love your neighbor as y...
	But David, he doesn't know the prophetic implications of what God is preparing, over 1,000 years before it's to take place. For Jesus Christ must be sacrificed on that exact hill. It's a must, because Genesis 22 is the prophetic picture that God would...
	God Moves Pieces – To Align Prophetic Revelation
	And to continue that theme, that we see, you might be ready, but God's bringing a whole world into alignment, and he does that ... He'll bring David and a whole nation into alignment, to move and make Jerusalem the apple of God's eye, the center of th...
	Moves World to Get a Harlot
	The children of Israel wandered the wilderness for 40 years, all the pieces moving in place, and finally, after the last person who did not have the faith dies off as God has demanded it to be so, Joshua, on the 10th of Nisan in the Jewish calendar, c...
	But of all the inhabitants, of all the places that the two spies that were sent into Jericho could have went, they end up at Rahab, the harlot, and the harlot's business residence, and yet she would say to them, "We've been waiting for you. We've been...
	And to consider all the pieces that God moved, that he would arrange the whole universe, literally, to be at Rahab's door, to save one harlot and her family, it's hard to believe, until ... and see, and know the Lord, and know his goodness, and his me...
	And Rahab shall be in the lineage of the Messiah at that, look at the book of Matthew, so God would speak to each and every heart here today, "Is there anything that you've done, that God can't forgive, your past sin, your past reputation?" If you loo...
	How Respond to This (Something we Can’t See)
	How do you respond to something like that, something you can't see, but something that you know that God does, because he's proven it through the Bible? I think it's just a place, and right now's the place. We say, "You know what, Lord? I don't know w...
	Communion
	Before I go on and finish our reading, I'd like to just remember Golgotha, Zion, that mount, 777 meters, perfect, and the perfect work to complete work, as let's take communion together.
	Israel will Have Kings About 500 Years / Then into Captivity 70 Years / Permission to Return
	Israel will have kings, starting with Saul, and then to David, then to David's son Solomon, and for about 500 years Israel will have kings.  But then because of the wickedness of their heart and idol worship and idolatry and turning away from the comm...
	500 Years Later – Son of David Born / 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 / Lives to Make Intercession for You
	Then about 500 years later the son of David will be born, Jesus Christ, who will die on a hill outside of Palestine, there in the city of Jerusalem, be buried in a tomb, but on the third day raised from the dead, and then 40 days after that ascend int...
	70 AD – Jerusalem Destroyed / 2,000 Years w/Out Homeland
	About 40 years after the death of Jesus, Titus and a massive force of Roman soldiers will come in and destroy the city of Jerusalem. This is about 70 AD. The Jews will be slaughtered. Many will flee. Many will be dispersed. For 2,000 years they will l...
	Fig Trees – Summer Near (Halloween) / Israel Fig Tree – Re-gathered 1948 / Generation?
	Jesus says when you see leaves on a fig tree, you know that summer is near.  Kinda of like we say when you see the Christmas Displays up in the stores you know that Halloween is near.  Because throughout the Scriptures Israel is referred to as a Fig T...
	Next Up For Israel – Magog Invasion
	The next big prophetic event that will happen in Israel is what is called the Magog Invasion. In Ezekial 38-39 God says that in the Last Days Magog (Russia), Iran, Libya, Ethopia, and Turkey will invade Israel during a time they have peace (Ezk 38:11)...
	(1 Thessalonians 5:3 NKJV)  For when they say, "Peace and safety!" then sudden destruction comes upon them, as labor pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape.
	RD-180 Russian Rocket Engine
	Russia is on the rise, and they are anything but friendly.  Just look at them taking a piece of Ukraine (Crimea in 2014).  Look at them literally owning Syria right now, and by the way they are building a Nuclear Submarine Base in Syria.  Imagine havi...
	Article in the Department of Defense this week talking about the United States Air Force will be phasing out the use of Russian rocket engines that are currently being used on American rockets that lift satellites into orbit. Crucial for American econ...
	Oh, I got to tell you, 28 years ago I remember we were launching the Motorola satellites for the Motorola cellular network. I remember talking to the Motorola rep on the launchpad. He said to me, "Yup, this is satellite number one. We're going to laun...
	I remember when we were boosting up our rocket so we could carry heavier payloads, more satellites at the same time or just bigger satellites. We had three rocket engines, American made, and four solid rocket boosters. The first stage had the equivale...
	I'm just a launch mechanic. I'm really a nobody in the big scheme of rocket launching, but there was a fact that there was only about 25 of us, 50 total on both launch pads. They were launching these rockets. Though I was just a mechanic, I was still ...
	Here I am, just not even 30 years old, telling the United States of America, "you can't replace our engines and put our reliance upon Russia because they will be revived and they will become the Russian bear again. We cannot trust them. They will beco...
	What Are You Waiting For? / It Will Come to Pass
	Here you are. I don't know what you're waiting for, maybe something in your life. Maybe you're like me, just saying, "Come, Jesus, come. I'm done. I'm done watching friends, near ones be devoured by drugs and alcohol. I'm tired of watching families be...
	What Manner Should We Be Living – Since His Return is Neigh
	Based on that every word of God being true and coming true, coming to pass, everything that I said, all prophetic pictures that can be traced through the scriptures, and now the prophetic word that's spoken, this will be the generation that will see t...
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