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Chapter 1
Ephesians 1:1-2

Quick Overview of the Book of Ephesians
Today we start another great adventure as we begin this study through the Book of Ephesians, chapter-by-chapter,
verse-by-verse, and sometimes word-by-word.

The Book of Ephesians has a prebuilt outline to it:
e Doctrine (chapters 1-3)
e Duty (chapter 4-6)

Doctrine - is, “who is God”, “what has He done for us”, and “what does He think of us”.

Duty - is “what does He want us to do”, and “what can | ask of Him to do it (for He doesn’t ask us to do anything
that He will not help us, empower us, to accomplish it”. Along with that will come, “what we need to be on guard
of”.

Ephesians has a most interesting and wonderful order to it in verb tenses such as, seated, walking, and being
steadfast.

e Chapter 2—We are “Seated” with Christ in heaven

e Chapter 4 — We are called to “Walk” worthy of the calling

e Chapter 6 — We are called to “Stand” against the enemy and his ways.
Ephesians 2:6-7 (NKJV) ¢ and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 that in the ages to come He
might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

Ephesians 4:1 (NKJV) ! |, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called,

Ephesians 6:14 (NKJV) * Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness,

This outline is nothing new to us, as every time we open this Bible here at CCAAC, we always ask these same 5
guestion. And...... apply what we learn, and what the Lord speaks to our heart as we study this treasure....

The Word of God in Our Hand Today

The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives.
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) *? For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

In Every Study
e Who s God? (How Great is He?)
e  What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?)
e What Does He Want Me to Do?
e What Can | Boldly Request of Him?
e What Do | Need to Be on Guard of When | Leave Here Today?
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do | might work in

you, and through you.
Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) ¢ Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

So - Sit/Walk/Stand
So, doctrine and duty. Seated, walking, standing fast.

As | sit right now at this very moment | am at the “urgent care” doctors, waiting for the doctor to see me. Doctors
are very very hard places for me to go, because they represent to me “down-time”, inefficient time, zero
productivity time. | am here because | have reached a point where | cannot walk, | literally today had to crawl to
the tub so | could soak my foot. | had to get crutches so | could get from my car to the urgent care. | am now
waiting for X-ray results, and blood work, for | cannot say what has caused my foot to swell. All | know is | am



struggling with not “producing”, not being on the move, not getting stuff done and accomplished. | have ministry
to do, firewood to cut, leaves to rake, and the list goes on and on. | am way too busy to just be sitting around!

I think many of us, if not all of us, at some time, maybe even all the time, we have that mindset spiritually. We are
so ready to get into the duty part, the moving part, of our spiritual life that we don’t simply just “sit” and establish
and solidify our position in Christ, that we run off into duty, before we have sat in the doctrine (our position in
Christ). The resultant for many people then becomes a work-oriented Christian life, a legalistic ministry mentality,
arequirement “to do”..... rather than “l get to do”. Duty becomes a demand, rather than a delight.

And yes | am talking more so than so-called ministry to the lost and dying world, or ministry inside the church
walls, but | am talking about husbands loving their wives, and wires respecting their husbands, and children
obeying their parents, and/or Christian workers serving their employer. Once we sit at His feet, fully bask in where
we are seated, what our position “in Him” is, then walking the walk takes on a whole new power, a whole new
peace, and a whole new joy.

Beloved....... The divine design of Ephesians is first to sit with Christ in the heavenlies (2:6), then to walk worthy of
the vocation to which we’re called (4:1), and finally to stand fast (6:13). All too often, we reverse the order. We
think if we stand fast and hold our ground, then we can start walking, and maybe one day we’ll sit in the
heavenlies. In grace-oriented theology, the order is to first sit with Christ in the heavenlies, then to walk with Him
responsively, and finally to stand fast in Him securely. That’s why I’'m looking forward to this study immensely....

Let’s pray and see what the Lord has for us today.

Today'’s Study
Ephesians 1:1-2 (NKJV) ! Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, To the saints who are in Ephesus, and
faithful in Christ Jesus: 2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Title: Person, Position, and Promise

So as we study our passage today we will see three things, that will continually emerge throughout our study
through all six chapters.... Person, Position, and Promise.

e  Person —whether it is Paul or you, the epistle has a personal message to a person. This is not some lofty
theological dissertations, but a personal letter written by God to the people He loves (that is you and that
is me)

e  Position —again, and throughout, our position in Christ. Again, not some lofty theological dissertation,
but it is an epistle that reaches heights and depths of theology (study of God), but written real simple that
we might all understand it (regardless how old in the Lord you may be), so that the ultimate and
indisputable fact we be made to us, our position and security “in Christ Jesus”. Which by the way if you
want a sweet time of Bible study, go through this epistle and underline how many times you see written
“In Him”, In Christ”, and the likes of phrases that declare who we are as His sons and daughters.

e Promises —the position we have, are all promises, and all His promises are secured and indisputable, and
given to us to lay hold of today, tomorrow, and forever.

Today in our verses, the person is Paul (and you and I), our position (saints), and the promise besides being saints
is “grace and peace” to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.



Ephesians 1:1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, To the saints who are in Ephesus, and faithful in
Christ Jesus:

The Person - Paul
So written by the apostle Paul, about 60AD, some 30 years since Jesus ascended into heaven and was/is seated at
the right hand of God, living to make intercession for Paul, for you, and for me.

Paul (formerly known as Saul) will come to faith after meeting Jesus personally on the Road to Damascus. Most
scholars approximate that Paul came to salvation about 3-4 years after the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Saul,
means “desired”, and Saul just as you, God desires greatly to have a personal relationship with. And, regardless of
where you have been, and what you have done. Saul is that example for every person today who will say God
would never receive me, nor ever desire and want me, to which the person Saul tears down that lie. Saul was out
and about making widows and orphans as he went about hunting down Christians to destroy them. But then God

met him on the road to Damascus, and revealed Himself to Saul.

Acts 9:1-6 (NKJV) * Then Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest > and asked letters
from him to the synagogues of Damascus, so that if he found any who were of the Way, whether men or women, he might bring them bound to
Jerusalem. 3 As he journeyed he came near Damascus, and suddenly a light shone around him from heaven. * Then he fell to the ground, and
heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?” > And he said, “Who are You, Lord?” Then the Lord said, “I am Jesus,
whom you are persecuting. It is hard for you to kick against the goads.” © So he, trembling and astonished, said, “Lord, what do You want me to
do?” Then the Lord said to him, “Arise and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.”

To anyone here today, have you had that personal encounter with Jesus Christ yourself. | would say to you, if you
have never had “that moment” with God, that you can put your finger on and say that is the day (whether you
remember the exact day is irrelevant, but that you remember the moment is), the moment where you were sure
you entered into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. That you saw your sin separated you from the Holy
God, and let it be known the wages of sin is death, but God demonstrated His love for us in that Christ traded
places with us, and our response (and there is a response — for it is a decision to be made), that we agree (confess)
that we need a Savior, and Jesus is the Savior, and we ask Him to come into our life personally as Savior and Lord.

Have you done that? If so when? If not, why not?
Romans 3:23 (NKJV) 2 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

Romans 6:23 (NKJV) 2 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Romans 5:8 (NKJV) & But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Romans 10:8-13 (NKJV) & But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith which we
preach): ? that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.
10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. ** For the Scripture says, “Whoever
believes on Him will not be put to shame.” *? For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich to all who call
upon Him. '3 For “whoever calls on the name of the Lorp shall be saved.”

What do You Want me to Do?

Paul did that, He received Jesus as Lord and Savior, and (Acts 9:6) he then asks the Lord....what do you want me to
do. Beloved, have you done that? Have you today, or lately, asked the Lord.... What do You want me to do? See

Paul’s response, as we will read the life of Paul, was Lord | am now Yours, now and forever, all the days of my life.
Lord, your will.... Is not my life. Lord what is your will for me?

Paul — An Apostle
God’s will, Paul states, “an apostle of Jesus Christ”. Apostle means sent one. So as we closed out last week in our
last study of the Book of Mark, we see we are all “sent ones”. Maybe not in the way of the early church apostolic

position that established the foundation of the church, but surely in the term of being sent ones.
John 20:21-22 (NKJV) %' So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, | also send you.” > And when He had said this,
He breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.

We also studied, that Jesus’ mission statement therefore becomes all who are “sent out”



Luke 4:18-19 (NKJV) 8 “The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, Because He has anointed Me To preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to
heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives And recovery of sight to the blind, To set at liberty those who are oppressed; *° To
proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD.”

Jesus’ Mission Statement (Our Mission Statement)
*  To preach the gospel to the poor,
¢ To heal the brokenhearted,
*  To proclaim liberty to the captives,
* To give recovery of sight to the blind,
* Toset at liberty those who are oppressed,
*  To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.

God’s Will for Paul

So, God’s will for Paul was to be an apostle. To which we would all say, that is an awesome call, wow Paul. Well
here is also God’s will for Paul, and important for us to seize hold of personally ourselves.

2 Corinthians 11:22-28 (NKJV) 22 Are they Hebrews? So am |. Are they Israelites? So am |. Are they the seed of Abraham? So am . 2* Are they
ministers of Christ?—I speak as a fool—I am more: in labors more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequently, in deaths
often. 2* From the Jews five times | received forty stripes minus one. ?° Three times | was beaten with rods; once | was stoned; three times | was
shipwrecked; a night and a day | have been in the deep; ?° in journeys often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils of my own
countrymen, in perils of the Gentiles, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; 2’ in
weariness and toil, in sleeplessness often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness—?28 besides the other things, what
comes upon me daily: my deep concern for all the churches.

God’s will for Paul was all these things, beatings, stoning’s, perils, and shipwreck. Yet he never turned back from

the Gospel, from the hardships.

Philippians 3:4-11 (NKJV) % though | also might have confidence in the flesh. If anyone else thinks he may have confidence in the flesh, | more so:
> circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee; ©
concerning zeal, persecuting the church; concerning the righteousness which is in the law, blameless. 7 But what things were gain to me, these |
have counted loss for Christ. & Yet indeed | also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom | have
suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that | may gain Christ ° and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which
is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith; 1° that | may know Him and the power of
His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, ** if, by any means, | may attain to the resurrection from the
dead.

Paul had all the greatness the world would offer, and he says | count it all loss, meaningless, rubbish, for the
personal relationship | now have with Christ. See here.... All “SAUL” gloried in...... “PAUL” threw away. And once
you see your position in Christ, seated, sealed, “HIS”, all the things this world parades as glorious, will fade away
for the excellency of Christ.

By the way, as we read this glorious epistle that has been called by many the “Swiss Alps of the New Testament”
because of the great heights it takes the believer..... was written by Paul from prison. Paul, by the will of God, ends

in prison because of his proclamation of the gospel.
Ephesians 6:19-20 (NKJV) *° and for me, that utterance may be given to me, that | may open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of
the gospel, 2 for which | am an ambassador in chains; that in it | may speak boldly, as | ought to speak.

Acts 24:5-9 (NKJV) ° For we have found this man a plague, a creator of dissension among all the Jews throughout the world, and a ringleader of
the sect of the Nazarenes. ¢ He even tried to profane the temple, and we seized him, and wanted to judge him according to our law. 7 But the
commander Lysias came by and with great violence took him out of our hands, ¢ commanding his accusers to come to you. By examining him
yourself you may ascertain all these things of which we accuse him.” ° And the Jews also assented, maintaining that these things were so.

So — Can You Rest in the Will of God?

So for all of us, can we rest in the will of God? Can we rest in where we are at in that? So often we miss all the
blessings of today, because we are regretting the past, or wanting some future that is different from today. Can
you settle in, Betty a homemaker by the will of God? Jimmy a mechanic by the will of God? Mike a pastor of an
unknown/recognized church by the will of God? Barb, a student by the will of God? If you are married, by the will
of God? If you are single, by the will of God?



Jesus a Carpenter for 30 Years / Whom | am Well Pleased

Jesus was a carpenter with his dad for the first 30 years of His life. Imagine the cuteness of Jesus with His little play
set when He was a toddler, as every kid loves to imitate His dad. Jesus was a carpenter for 30 years, and then had
a public ministry for 3.5 years, but | point out to you that when Jesus was baptized and the beginning of His public
ministry, God the Father spoke and said, “this is My beloved Son in whom | am well pleased”. The Greek structure
reads this as, “this is My Beloved Son in whom | am already well pleased with.” Jesus hadn’t preached yet or done
a miracle, but the Father said | am already pleased with Him. Jesus had fellowshipped with His Heavenly Father

day in and day out in the carpenter shop and the Father was well pleased with Him.
Matthew 3:17 ( NKJV ) Y’And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased.”

Christian be settled in the will that God has for you today. If not, one of the reasons you won’t or can’t, is because
you don’t know, haven’t settled on your position in Christ, and His promises to you. If we forget, or never come to
the place that we are His, He holds us completely in Him, in His hand, if we forget, or don’t know all His promises,
then we will come to a place that it is all up to us, that we go it alone, and then we will never rest in any situation
or circumstance for we will be then trying to figure out we “we” have to do to change the situation or
circumstance. But when we know our position, we can rest in that position, in whose hands hold us (God Himself),
then we can rest we are in His perfect will.

Position — a Saint

Verse 1 - To the saints who are in Ephesus, and faithful in Christ Jesus: - yes.... It is clearly written, and it clearly
means what it says.... Saints. The word saint means, “most holy thing”. Something “Holy” in all the places of the
Bible means “set apart, dedicated to God”. That is what you are, you are set apart, you are dedicated to God. You
are His! God defines what a saint is, and He defines it by saying a saint is Mine”. You Christian are a saint.

The world, the Catholic church, their definition of saint is not the definition that is God’s, it is theirs wholly made
up by them, contrary to the Word of God. We just read what a saint is by definition of God. Here are a couple
quick counterpoints to the Catholic church’s definition, and they say to be a saint you have to be dead, and you
have to perform confirmed miracles (2 of them). Well God sure would have been wasting time writing this letter
to dead people, now wouldn’t He? But here are 2 miracles that God that do make us saints, the resurrection and
the ascension. The resurrection confirms the price of sin has been paid, and the ascension seats Christ in heaven
living to make intercession for us. Believe Christ raised from dead for your sins, and you are made “holy”, and if
Christ lives to make intercession for us, then who can condemn us? There is our perfection, and there are the two

miracles
Romans 10:9 (NKJV) ° that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you
will be saved.

Romans 8:31-35 (NKJV) 3! What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 3? He who did not spare His own Son,
but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? 33> Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God
who justifies. 3* Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also
makes intercession for us. 3° Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness,
or peril, or sword?

Saints — Light Shines Through
A little boy attended a church that had beautiful stained-glass windows. He was told that the windows contained
pictures of Saint Matthew, Saint Mark, Saint Luke, Saint John, Saint Paul, and other saints. One day he was asked,

“What is a saint?” He replied, “A saint is a person whom the light shines through
*Michael P. Green. (2000). 1500 illustrations for biblical preaching (p. 310). Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books.

Matthew 5:14-16 (NKJV) ¥ “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. ** Nor do they light a lamp and put it
under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. 1 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your
good works and glorify your Father in heaven.

Substantival Adjective
The word for “saint” here is in the form that is called “substantival adjective”. We use and adjective to describe
something, such as the apple is very good, and the word good describes the apple. The apple is the noun, the



subject. But when using substantival adjectives, the adjective and the noun are one in the same. The adjective
becomes the noun too. So being a saint doesn’t describe us (such as they are a saint — such a sweet person), saint
describes not just what we are like, but at the same time, who we are. We are saints, holy, and set apart, unto
God. It doesn’t just describe us, it is who were are!

Faithful means Trustworthy
Faithful in Christ Jesus — faithful means “trustworthy”. We have been found faithful because we have trusted
Christ for salvation. And..... consider this..... God says to us, here is my greatest treasure, My Son, and | entrust

Him to you, and you have been found trustworthy to give such a gift.
Ephesians 1:12 (NKJV) *? that we who first trusted in Christ should be to the praise of His glory.

John 3:16 (NKJV) ¢ For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have
everlasting life.

Our Position
So we start off this book, with some many amazing proclamations and promises to us, but we start with this.... Our
position as saints! You are a saint... in Christ Jesus. Halleluiah

Parents — Train Up Child in their Position

By the way, parents.... We are called to train up a child in the way they shall go. Part of that training is to make
sure they fully know who they are in Christ, that they know their position in Christ, and their security in Christ. And
let me add this too..... kind of a side, but not totally, when you correct your child (or here if you teach Sunday
school or youth group, etc), when you correct them, tell them why you are. Have a Bible verse to support why you
are correcting, or adjusting, and as often as you can tell them not just why they are not to do that, but confirm to
them who they are in Christ, their position in Christ, and why they have a high calling. Don’t use it as a beat down,
but as an elevator, to raise them up to be holy (saints — set apart — dedicated to God), and how precious and
priceless they are to God. So take every so-called problem, and make it an opportunity, for that is the power we

have because of Christ, that problems are opportunities to become more like Jesus.
Proverbs 22:6 (NKJV) ¢ Train up a child in the way he should go, And when he is old he will not depart from it.

Ephesus
So this is written to the church in Ephesus, which is in modern day Turkey, and we will be talking more about the
culture and environment which they are living, but here are a few things that make this epistle and the people it
was written to relevant to us.

e Ephesus was the 4™ largest city in the known world

e  Population of 300,000 which was huge in that day

e It was a religious center, but not so much a Christian center, but idol worship.

e They had many temples, and temple worship, some of the most well-known were the temple of Diana

and the temple of Artimus.
e It was a great cultural center, political center, and very wealthy.
e Does this sound familiar to America or what?

Ephesians 1:2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Promises
Grace & Peace, it is not just a greeting to us from God, but a promise to us.
e Grace — God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense
e Peace—the war is over because the finished work of GRACE!
Grace always precedes peace in the epistles, because man can never have peace with God apart from God’s grace,
and man has to experience and receive God’s grace as the entry way into peace.



Love Letter From
This love letter has the signature up front of who is writing it, not the end as we sign off today. God is declaring His
promises...... for all of them are based on and sign and sealed upon, God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Conclusion
A most wonderful start to this Book, two verses filled with the heart of God to His people. A love letter indeed.

God Says Come
Today we come and are gifted this Word from God Himself, His very heart opened before us, the calling to come

near, be drawn to Him.
Matthew 11:28 (NKJV) 28 Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest.

The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives.
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 2 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

In Every Study
e Who s God? (How Great is He?)
e  What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?)
e What Does He Want Me to Do?
e What Can | Boldly Request of Him?
e What Do | Need to Be on Guard of When | Leave Here Today?
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do | might work in

you, and through you.
Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) ¢ Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

End of Study



Ephesians 1:3-6
Title: Chosen!

Ephesians 1:1-2 (NKJV) ! Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, To the saints who are in Ephesus, and
faithful in Christ Jesus: 2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Ephesians 1:3-6 (NKJV) 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world,
that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love, > having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus
Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, ® to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He
made us accepted in the Beloved.

Ephesians 1:3 (NKJV) 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,

Great Miser / Many Believers living like Paupers

She had gone down in history as "America's Greatest Miser", yet when she died in 1916, Hetty Green left an estate
valued at over 100 million dollars. She ate cold oatmeal because it cost to heat it. Her son had to suffer a leg
amputation, because she chose to wait in line at a free clinic, and gangrene set in and he lost his leg. After she
read the morning newspaper, she made her son go back out on the street and resell the paper. She was wealthy,
yet she lived like a pauper. We can sit with amazement and wonder why she did what she did, but she is actually
an illustration of too many Christian believers. They have limitless wealth at their disposal, and yet they live like
paupers. The book of Ephesians is written to believers that they may stand-up and claim the riches available to
them.

Quick Overview of the Book of Ephesians

We continue on our great adventure as we begin this study through the Book of Ephesians, chapter-by-chapter,
verse-by-verse, and sometimes word-by-word. This Book takes us into breathtaking views of the greatest Christian
doctrines and promises, and why it has been heralded the Swiss Alps of the New Testament.

The Book of Ephesians has a prebuilt outline to it:
e Doctrine (chapters 1-3)
e Duty (chapter 4-6)

Doctrine - is, “who is God”, “what has He done for us”, and “what does He think of us”.

Duty - is “what does He want us to do”, and “what can | ask of Him to do it (for He doesn’t ask us to do anything
that He will not help us, empower us, to accomplish it”. Along with that will come, “what we need to be on guard
of”.

****\We have to know who were re in Christ, the security of our position in Him, before we can walk victoriously,
and battle spiritually. ****

Regarding that, Ephesians has a most interesting and wonderful order to it in verb tenses such as, seated, walking,
and being steadfast.

e Chapter 2 —We are “Seated” with Christ in heaven

e Chapter 4 — We are called to “Walk” worthy of the calling

e  Chapter 6 — We are called to “Stand” against the enemy and his ways.
Ephesians 2:6-7 (NKJV) ¢ and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 that in the ages to come He
might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

Ephesians 4:1 (NKJV) ! |, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called,

Ephesians 6:14 (NKJV) ** Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness,



Doctrine & Duty - This outline is nothing new to us, as every time we open this Bible here at CCAAC, we always ask
these same 5 question. And...... apply what we learn, and what the Lord speaks to our heart as we study this
treasure....

3P’s of the Passage

Person

e Chosen

e Predestined
Position

e InHim

e Adopted

e  Accepted
Promise

e  Every spiritual blessing
e Holy and without blame
e Grace

The Word of God in Our Hand Today

The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives.
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 2 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

In Every Study
e Who Is God? (How Great is He?)
e  What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?)
e  What Does He Want Me to Do?
e  What Can | Boldly Request of Him?
e What Do | Need to Be on Guard of When | Leave Here Today?
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do | might work in

you, and through you.
Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) ¢ Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

Ephesians 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual
blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,

Blessed — Speak Well Of / The Power of Praise and Thanksgiving

Blessed — the Greek word is (Eulogetos), it is where we get our English word “eulogy”. To do a eulogy, you speak
well of a person. You speak to their nature and their character, their goodness, and that's what we're being told
here in verse three to speak well of the nature and character of our Lord, for all of his blessings and his goodness
that he has given on to us. Can we do that? Can we speak well of him? Can we give him praise apart from anything
else? Before asking anything or expecting anything, just simply because he's worthy to be praised because of his
great blessing.

Interestingly, the word blessed here is not found anywhere else in classical Greek, and it's only used in reference to
God. And so, in classical Greek they never used it even as they tried to associate with all the false gods. So it's quite
interesting, this word's only used here in the New Testament writings, and it refers to God. And again it's where we
get our word eulogy, and it means to speak well of. And so here Paul is saying, "Man, | have to speak well of God
the Father. He's amazing with all the spiritual blessings and inheritance that He gave us.

And there's such a powerful place there in that one of the powers to receive these three chapters and all the
promises that are made to us is to be people who praise God and bless God for His grace, and His mercy, and His
love, and His character, and His nature, and just find ourselves opening our heart and praising Him because He's
worthy. Praise will always lead to hearts open to receive the word of God.



who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, - the location for all spiritual
blessings is found in only one place.... Jesus Christ.

You Must be Born-again

"In Christ, so you must be born again." If you're trying to walk, but none of these things are in you, if you're trying
to do the fruit of the spirit, you just may not be in Christ. You have to ask yourself, is there a moment that | can put
my finger on that | was born again? Because if not, then you're probably not and you can change that today. You
can solidify this thing, this point of being in Christ right now by asking him to become your Lord and savior and to

take you in and make you his own.
John 3:3 (NKJV) 3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, | say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

Blessings Found in Jesus — (in 10 times from verses 3-13)

The blessings are located in Christ. The blessings are not located in the church. They're not located in the world.
They're not located in our wisdom. They're not located in our efforts. They're simply located in Christ. And so, as
disciples, we walk along with Jesus. That's where the blessings are. Again, we don't have to reach far for them. We
just need to receive them as he lives to make intercession that our hearts would be moved, our minds would be
convinced | can have these things.

Now, as much as | speak this, | need to put a caveat in there. Obedience is part of receiving. We can't live in a
disobedience and expect to be receiving things from the Lord. But on the other side, when you know your position
in Christ and what Christ thinks of you, you know what you're going to find? You're not going to be struggling with
habitual disobedience. You'll be so convinced of who you are in Christ, you won't want to live contrary to that. And
you won't see that it's up to you and upon you, but that it's on Jesus and upon him, and everything changes.

Our position is in Christ and we'll read that statement or the equivalent of it 10 times in verses 3 through 13. The
word “in” is used about 120 times in these six chapters. Verses 3 through 14 are one complete sentence with no
run-on. It's amazing. It is considered possibly the greatest grammatical sentence ever written. It is still yet to be
found a grammatical sentence in the Greek, in an ancient writing, of this perfection. That should tell us something.
It's definitely written outside of our time domain.

So, as we read 3 through 13, it should be considered one thought. So even as we move into next week's study, it
will still be part of this week's studies thought. Again, these are eternal terms outside of our time dimension. So we
live inside a time domain that is present. When we step out of this time domain, out of this earth, we step into an
eternal time domain. So the words God are saying are eternal to Him because He's outside of our time domain. But
for us living inside the time domain, we have a response to the words that are spoken now.

We are Seated Next to Him — We can Rest in Him
Seated means to rest. And so we're told that we're seated in the heavenlies. We can rest in the heavenlies where
we're seated, and we don't have to work up the walk and work to claim what is already bestowed upon us. It's the

other way. We take what has been given to us and then use it as we go out to walk and work for the Lord.
Ephesians 2:6 (NKJV) © and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,

When Jesus said, "Follow me," we can take that and look at that Jesus is walking ahead and we're following
behind. But the actual verb tense and usages, Jesus is saying follow with me meaning follow alongside of me.
When we come to that as disciples, that he's walking with us alongside of us and we're walking with him alongside
of him, then we can see that the spiritual blessings that are promised to us, and are guaranteed to us are right
there next to us. And it's not something that we have to reach for some high lofty reach, but it's just right there
with he whom we walk with, Jesus Christ.

Remember, he lives at the right hand of the Father, and he's living to make intercession for us. He's praying these
blessings for us and he's praying right now and interceding that we can understand what our inheritances are, and



that we would claim them today because we have the free will to claim or leave unclaimed. And he's interceding

for you right now that your heart would be moved to claim these promises of God.
Romans 8:34 (NKJV) 3* Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who
also makes intercession for us.

Everything Needed is In Him / Spiritual (Pneuma) Blessings

Everything you need to live according to God's will and purpose has been given. Now we just need to take it and
use it. And so what | say is you don't have to ask for what has been given. You just have to go use it. So the prayer
isn't the ask to be seated, to be accepted, to be loved. The prayer is to believe it and then use it accordingly.

Well, what are some of the inheritance? The word here, spiritual inheritance, gives us a clue. It's the word pneuma,
which is the word for wind, which is the word for spirit. It's the fruit of the spirit. It's the power to walk worthy. It's

the power to have these fruits and these gifts.

Galatians 5:19-21 (NKJV) *° Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, ?° idolatry, sorcery,
hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 2! envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the
like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as | also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

Galatians 5:22-25 (NKJV) 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-
control. Against such there is no law. * And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. ° If we live in the Spirit,
let us also walk in the Spirit.

People Say | Can’t — Because they Don’t/Won't

People can say, "l can't love. | can't have joy. | can't have peace. | can't have patience. | can't have kindness." But
the day you came to Jesus, all these things were yours. Now it's yours to claim and to receive and to use. See, with
this teaching and when you know who you are in Christ and where you're seated, you can no longer say, "l can't
love or | can't have peace." You could say, "l choose not to love. | choose not to have peace. | choose not to have
joy." But you cannot say, "l can't have love. | can't have peace. | can't have joy," regardless of the circumstance
because all of these spiritual fruits and gifts have been given to us. And so, if we claim them and apply them, then

we can have them. Do you see the difference that's being made here? Earthly thinking versus heavenly thinking.
James 3:13-18 (NKJV) 3 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by good conduct that his works are done in the meekness of
wisdom. ** But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth. *° This wisdom does not descend
from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic. ° For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are there. '’ But the wisdom
that is from above s first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy. 8
Now the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.

God is Saying “Think from the Heavenlies”

Here is a major understanding of what is being developed here in this passage, and literally for the whole
epistle...... catch this Christian......all the “cant’s”, and the “falls” in our lives come from earthly thinking. You must
think with your mind set on things above. Our thinking must change locations..... from earthly thinking to the
heaven, where Christ is, seated on the throne, living to make intercession, offering us all the wisdom in the
universe.

When you see..... based on my spiritual inheritance, with Christ living to make intercession for me..... | can love that
person, | can have peace as | don’t have to live in this fear and anxiety, | can have joy that surpasses the
circumstances of this world. | can overcome because | have an open checkbook on all these things in my account
in heaven. My account on earth is pretty bankrupt on these things such as love, joy, peace,.... But the checkbook

of heaven is unlimited.
Colossians 3:1-2 (NKJV)  If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God.
2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.

We need to come to the Lord, daily | might, continually at that, and say Lord | need to make a
withdrawal....Christian we have to change the way we think, we need to see past the earthly resources, the fleshly
resources, and look into the heavenlies and see the wealth of spiritual blessings available to us. We have to
change the way we think. We have to think outside this world. This epistle is meant to teach us and take us, into
the heavenlies.



Ephesians 1:4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without
blame before Him in love,

Spurgeon
Spurgeon says, "I'm glad God chose me before the foundations of the world because if it was after the foundations
of the world when | was born He would never have chosen me.

Chose — Once and For All - Chosen Out From / Remember You are a Saint

Chose - The word chosen in the verb tense means once and for all, and the word means out from amongst. So we
have been chosen “once and for all”, thus there is no going back or undoing, IT IS DONE! And we have been
chosen out from amongst. That is why we are “Saints”, and not “aints”. A saint as we study last week, the word
saint means, “most holy thing”. Something “Holy” in all the places of the Bible means “set apart, dedicated to
God”. That is what you are, you are set apart, you are dedicated to God. You are His! God defines what a saint is,
and He defines it by saying a saint is Mine”. You Christian are a saint., chosen out from amongst those who refuse
the gift of salvation, and it is DONE! And God says there is no going back, your position is secure, by He whom
secured it!

Claim/Believe the Position — Or Will Never Live the Duty

You see, if you don't seize and claim these promises, you will never be able to move on into the duty in the calling
that God has for you. You'll never be able to live in power if you're weakened by a weak foundation or lack of a
foundation. But when you can settle in then all these promises are yes, and amen, and God, and what he says and
declare are truth and amen. Amen means so be it. Then you'll go and you'll live just as such.

You were called a saint, and he gets to that point very quickly in verse two. And now the rest of this book is going
to be God made you a saint. You're called a saint. You're secured and guaranteed to be a saint. Now go live like you
are. Not live like and become a saint, but live because you are a saint. Some people think if | walk and | work, then
| can become a saint, where God says, "No, you're a saint. Now go walk and work as if you are."

Holy and Without Blame

Verses 4 - holy and without blame before Him in love, - Remember the word for saints? It is the “holy” which
means to be seat apart, dedicated to the Lord. Here is that word again, and rather than used as the word “saint” it
is used as “holy”.

| believe a promise and declaration is being made here — that is how God views us in Him. So when the accuser of
the brethren come, that Devil, and he tries to make an accusation against us, the Lord shuts him down and
declares they are in Me, and there are perfected, and therefore they are holy (saints) and without blame, there is

no accusation you can make you Devil that can stick against them.
Revelation 12:10 (NKJV) 1° Then | heard a loud voice saying in heaven, “Now salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the
power of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren, who accused them before our God day and night, has been cast down.

We have to change the way we think. When the Devil accuses us we have to say, those accusations have been
shut down in heavenly places. So that leaves the world (people) and myself left to tear me down, to which | have
to say..... regardless, God says holy and without blame, and so that is the way He sees it, therefore | will change my
mind and see it the same. And when you know who you are in Christ, the way He sees you, what will you do, start
living like it.



Ephesians 1:5 having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good
pleasure of His will,

We are His Pleasure
Good pleasure. It brings Him pleasure to make us His own. You bring Him pleasure by making Him your own. So
once again, just the volume, a sea, a mountaintop of all that God thinks of us.

Predestined

Predestined means to determine beforehand. This means exactly what it says, that God chose a person before the
foundation of the world. Some people have a hard time with this, and they try to reason it away, and in the end
they lose the heart of what is being said, God chose you and predestined you, to be His.

Scriptures Teach Both Predestination & Freewill

The scriptures clearly teach both predestination and man’s freewill. We therefore cannot teach one over the
other, both together. Spurgeon likened them each to a rail on a railroad track. He said | might not be able to
reconcile these two tracks, but you surely can't make these two tracks cross either. They both exist in the
scriptures.

Eternal vs Present

Again, these are eternal terms outside of our time dimension. So we live inside a time domain that is present.
When we step out of this time domain, out of this earth, we step into an eternal time domain. So the words God
are saying are eternal to Him because He's outside of our time domain. But for us living inside the time domain, we
have a response to the words that are spoken now.

Ironside

As Henry Ironside says, "As you enter the gates of heaven, you'll see the sign that says, 'Whosoever will'. Then
when you walk through the gate and turn around and look at the backside of it, of the gate, it will say 'Chosen
before the foundations of the world', and you can see you walk through the door, but God knew you were
coming."

Some Let it Go to Their Head
| believe that verse 5 should start with “in love’, not end with in verse 4. “In love predestined us” — for that is what
the heart of the matter should be when we talk about predestination, and that is God’s great love.

Unfortunately, some people let predestination go to the head rather than the heart, in that they can feel elevated
as if it was something to do with themselves, and that God chose them because of something that was within
them that made them qualify. And therefore, then it carries over that they look down upon others in judgment as
inferior and as they are superior. Now predestination should be reasoned in our head because God never asked us
to skip our minds. In fact, He wants us to give all of ourselves to Him, heart, mind, soul, and strength. But
nonetheless, predestination should reach our hearts and not just our heads.

It's truly in spite of me, God still saved me. Predestination is impossible without the grace of God. He didn’t save
me, nor predestined me, because there was something good in me.

Man’s Responsibility

Now man is separated from God because of sin, and if they don’t do something about their sin, they will perish to
hell for all eternity. There's only one sin that is the unpardonable sin, and every man gets to choose it. So there is
free will that is clearly seen, and the unpardonable sin is blasphemy of the Holy Spirit. The blasphemy of the Holy
Spirit means to speak against. That's what blasphemy means, to speak against the Holy spirit. The ministry of the
Holy spirit is to convict the world of sin. And the Holy Spirit is convicting every man that your sin separates you
from the Holy God and that you need a savior.



Matthew 12:31-32 (NKJV) 3! “Therefore | say to you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not
be forgiven men. 32 Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it will
not be forgiven him, either in this age or in the age to come.

John 16:8-11 (NKJV) & And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: ° of sin, because they do
not believe in Me; 1° of righteousness, because | go to My Father and you see Me no more; ! of judgment, because the ruler of this world is
judged.

As we read in Peter's epistle, God wishes that none should perish, but that all should seek repentance. And if it
doesn't get any clearer, John 3:16 says, "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten son, that
whoever should believe in Him shall not perish but have everlasting life." And so we see belief is an action that

man takes to receive this gift of salvation, which if we can comprehend our minds around it is predestined for us.
2 Peter 3:9 (NKJV) ° The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any
should perish but that all should come to repentance.

John 3:16-21 (NKJV) ¢ For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have
everlasting life. 1 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. ' “He who
believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only
begotten Son of God. *° And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because
their deeds were evil. ?° For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. ?* But he
who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been done in God.”

Why do | camp so hard on this point? Because | see that there's a teaching out there that can be presented, that
God elects some for salvation and therefore He elects some for damnation. And that is nowhere to be found in the
scriptures anywhere. He gives man His free will, and you have your free will and the invitation today to receive
Jesus Christ as your Lord and savior. He wishes that none should perish, but all should seek repentance. And He
gave his only begotten son to the whole world. And then the people who believe that are the ones who receive
that. Because seg, if | believe that God chooses some for salvation and others for damnation, then | would say
there's no way that He would ever choose me for salvation, because | deserve nothing but damnation. But then as
| continue on and read through and fully understand these terms, then | see what an amazing God of love.

My Story — For Your Consideration

Whoever comes to Christ is called the Bride. So here let me share this story with you. After me and Renee were
engaged, she told me (as some things you will never forget), that she had waited for me. That she knew that we
would be together, even though there really was no reason for her to believe that as we weren’t talking, we
weren’t smiling at each other, we weren’t sitting next to each other at church. There was no pursuit going on. We
knew each other, surely there was a consideration could this be the one, but no pursuing was going on at the
moment, yet still she felt | was the one the Lord had for her to marry. Obviously that which she believed came
from her Father in heaven.

Now when Renee showed interest in me, | was like really, wow!

Then after talking and seeing each other at church we were on a date, and we left the restaurant, and were
walking down the avenue side by side, and the she took my hand, and that was it, literally, that was it for me. |
knew from that point on, | wanted to marry her.

Then several months later, it was me asking her, will you marry me. One of the arguments made for and against
predestination is what they call irresistible grace, that a person who is predestined by God cannot say no,
therefore they have no free-will to choose. Well, when Renee took my hand it surely felt irresistible to me, but |
chose, for where else would | want to be. Regarding God, yes there are some people who will say no, I'd rather be
single, then to be married to You, and tied down to a relationship with You, I’d rather do my own thing.

And let this not be missed either, even though God predestined you who have come to Him, He still chose you, He
wanted you. For He loves you.



Now it was | who asked Renee to marry me. To which when | asked, she said yes, for she had always knew that
someday | would. | see a good picture of predestination in my story; God knew who would come, offered His love,
and let a person decide, if they would receive His love.

Beloved, | don’t want to lose the heart of what predestination is, | don’t want to turn it into a theological argument
nor a theological mind lock, | want us to see predestination for what it.... A God who loves me, loves you, and says
toyou ...... will you marry me, and spend the rest of your life (of all eternity) with Me? Predestination is a love
story........ how will your story end?

Adopted
Story — Mom and Dad Wanted Me

Speaking of adoption, | remember my friend or somebody telling me the story of, he had adopted one child and he
by birth had another child. And one day they were fighting and the born child said to the other, "Oh yeah? Well,
you're adopted," thinking to flatten down that sibling, to which the other child said, "Well, oh yeah. Well, mommy
and daddy, they chose me, but you, they were stuck with."

Roman Law of Adoption

This term adoption used here was of an adult being adopted, not of a child as we so often think so. But this adult is
old enough to be adopted into a family. And when you were adopted under Roman Law, you could never lose your
position in the family, and you were guaranteed your inheritance.

When he/she is adopted, he/she is entitled to the full inheritance which is guaranteed on to him. That is what we

have here speaking to us. The full inheritance is given to us and received to us as adopted sons and daughters.
Ephesians 1:3 (NKJV) 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly
places in Christ,

William Randolph Hearst

William Randolph Hearst, the story is told that he was reviewing a drawing and he saw an incredible artwork. And
he says, "l must have it." William Randolph Hearst at the time was one of the greatest millionaires in the whole
world. And so, he told his staff to go find this piece of artwork and they searched the world and they came back
and says, "We can't find it." And he says, "Then you go back out and you search for it again until you do find it
because | must have it." So they went and they did just that.

They came back sometime later and says that we have found it. And he said, "Great, where did you find it?" And
they said, "We found that in your warehouse." And so there's a picture for all of us. We have so many riches, and
yet sometimes they're just stuck away in the warehouse that we don't even know that we own them. God is
screaming out to us today, "Know who you are and know the riches of your inheritance that is offered to you." And
if you have them in a warehouse or if you have them locked up in a vault, time to bring them out now and to claim
them, seize them and enjoy them...... as part of our inheritance as sons and daughter of the King of the Universe.

Oh Christian may we change the way we think!

Ephesians 1:6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He made us accepted in the Beloved.

Grace has No Condition on It

Verse six. Grace has no condition on it. You just have to accept that and make that a solid belief. There is no
condition on grace, at least not on the one who receives grace. The condition only exists on the giver. And then, for

God, His condition for grace is His only begotten son.

We are fully accepted in the Beloved.



Chosen — Predestined — Adopted — The Flag of Promise

The day was September 13, 1814, from the embankments of Fort McHenry looking out into the entrance to
Baltimore harbor one would see British war ships determined to bring the infant nation to its knees. Although
America had only recently miraculously won her independence from royal tyranny that sought to enslave the
colonists into a world controlled by a hot-headed monarch determined to quash freedom of religious expression,
Great Britain still controlled the seas with the largest, most powerfully Navy on earth - a Navy she used regularly to
interdict American shipping, pillaging cargo and forcing sailors into involuntary sea duty aboard brutal frigates
owned by the crown. Britain never imagined the infant America would dare to declare war to stop the oppression,
but we did - boldly and justly, but with no real hope of victory.

Preoccupied by war with France, Britain paid little heed until, in 1814, having settled matters in Europe, she turned
her attention and naval wrath on her former colonies, sailing with a mighty irresistible armada up the Chesapeake
Bay and Potomac River, landing in Washington, where citizens fled in terror (including the Madisons), leaving the
Brits to burn the White House and Treasury buildings to the ground. The armada then sailed back out to the Bay
and north to Baltimore, planning a devastating crush that would bring the states to their knees and make them
subject to the king once again. However, the Baltimoreans did not run; instead, embarrassed by their
Washingtonian fellow citizens, they dug in and determined to fight valiantly to the last man if necessary. In
preparation (in those days, people knew for weeks an invasion was on its way, and America had no Navy to stop
the British armada) the commander of Fort McHenry, which guards the entrance to Baltimore harbor, ordered the
largest American flag ever made sown for him - it measured 42 feet by 30 feet and was finished in a near-by
warehouse by a team of seamstresses.

When the British armada opened fire on the helpless fort - the range of the ships' guns was far greater than that of
the fort's - with a barrage of nearly 1,800 heavy rounds, the smoke blocked out the light of day, but, as you know,
when it cleared, the giant fifteen stared banner was still waving in defiance. Meanwhile, a British invasion by land
was met with the fierce determined opposition of the Baltimoreans and turned back. Each time the ships sailed
closer to the fort, McHenry's guns drove them back. Finally, they gave up and sailed home, freedom was
preserved, and British sea-going piracy ceased. The infant nation, conceived in liberty and dedicated to the
proposition that all men are created equal, not only survived, but also triumphed.

FT McHenry ----a great battle fought to take back this nation, but victory was America’s. As we look at this flag we
are reminded we are free because the battle won there. For America, this flag is a daily reminder of the freedom
we enjoy, and has lasted for over 200 years.

God gives us a flag, in a sense, one that has lasted for over 2000 years and will never fade or tatter, He gives us this
word — predestined, pre-determined— he spoke it before the foundation of the world. He says when you hear this
word, remember this word, let it be a reminder to you of the battle that was won on Calvary, and the promise of
your freedom, and your destiny, forever.

Maj George Armistead, commander of the Fort, said | want Ft McHenry’s flag to be large enough that the British
will have no difficulty in seeing it from a distance. God says I'm giving you a word large enough that you will have
no difficulty seeing it from a distance. When the enemy and this world attack. When all seems hopeless, when the
day seems like night, and the attack seems like it will never end, when you question if you are saved, may we
remember this word....chosen, predestined, pre-determined....guaranteed we are adopted, and accepted in the
Beloved.

Conclusion

3P’s of the Passage
Person
e Chosen
e Predestined
Position
e InHim
e Adopted



e Accepted

Promise
e  Every spiritual blessing
e Holy and without blame
e Grace

The Word of God in Our Hand Today

The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives.
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 2 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

In Every Study
e Who Is God? (How Great is He?)
e  What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?)
e What Does He Want Me to Do?
e What Can | Boldly Request of Him?
e What Do | Need to Be on Guard of When | Leave Here Today?
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do | might work in

you, and through you.
Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) ¢ Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

End of Study



Ephesians 1:7-10
Title: Redemption Puts the Broken Pieces Back Together

Overview/Outline of the Book of Ephesians

We continue on our great adventure as we begin this study through the Book of Ephesians, chapter-by-chapter,
verse-by-verse, and sometimes word-by-word. This Book takes us into breathtaking views of the greatest Christian
doctrines and promises, and why it has been heralded the Swiss Alps of the New Testament.

The Book of Ephesians has a prebuilt outline to it:
e Doctrine (chapters 1-3)
e Duty (chapter 4-6)

Doctrine - is, “who is God”, “what has He done for us”, and “what does He think of us”.

Duty - is “what does He want us to do”, and “what can | ask of Him to do it (for He doesn’t ask us to do anything
that He will not help us, empower us, to accomplish it”. Along with that will come, “what we need to be on guard
of”.

****\We have to know who were re in Christ, the security of our position in Him, before we can walk victoriously,
and battle spiritually. ****

Regarding that, Ephesians has a most interesting and wonderful order to it in verb tenses such as, seated, walking,
and being steadfast.

e Chapter 2 —We are “Seated” with Christ in heaven

e Chapter 4 — We are called to “Walk” worthy of the calling

e  Chapter 6 — We are called to “Stand” against the enemy and his ways.
Ephesians 2:6-7 (NKJV) ¢ and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 that in the ages to come He
might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

Ephesians 4:1 (NKJV) ! |, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called,

Ephesians 6:14 (NKJV) ** Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness,

Doctrine & Duty - This outline is nothing new to us, as every time we open this Bible here at CCAAC, we always ask
these same 5 question. And...... apply what we learn, and what the Lord speaks to our heart as we study this
treasure....

3P’s of the Passage
Person

e Redeemed
e Forgiven
e Pleasing to Him
Position
e InHim
e  Gathered together to Him
e In Christ
Promise
e Redemption through His blood
e  Forgiveness of sin
e Abounding wisdom and prudence (knowledge)
e  Broken Pieces put back together



The Word of God in Our Hand Today

The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives.
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) *? For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

In Every Study
e Who Is God? (How Great is He?)
e  What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?)
e What Does He Want Me to Do?
e What Can | Boldly Request of Him?
e What Do | Need to Be on Guard of When | Leave Here Today?
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do | might work in

you, and through you.
Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) ¢ Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

Ephesians 1:7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of
His grace

Promised Spiritual Blessings
So verse seven begins some of the blessings that are promised to us, our spiritual inheritance in the heavenly
places, starting here in verse seven that we read on. We start verse 7 with our position, “IN HIM”, which

determines, delivers, fulfills everything else regarding our spiritual inheritances.
Ephesians 1:3 (NKJV) 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly
places in Christ,

Verse 7 - In Him we have redemption

Definition of Redemption / Present Tense — Durative (Continual) in Action
Redemption means - a releasing effected by payment of ransom. 1A redemption, deliverance. 1B liberation
procured by the payment of a ransom. (Strong)

The verb is present in tense, and durative in action, thus, “in whom we are having redemption.” The redemption is
an abiding fact from the past, through the present, and into the future. The fact of redemption is always a present
reality with the believing reader of this passage whether he reads it today or ten years from now.

Familiar Term — 60 Million Slaves / Slaves Expensive / God’s Grace can Afford It

Redemption was a familiar word in that day, maybe not so much in our day today, but at the time of this writing of
Paul writing this in the midst of the Roman Empire, there's an estimation historically that there were 60 million
slaves in the Roman Empire. And | might add that though there were many slaves, slaves still were not cheap. They
had to be purchased. We see the price of a slave of 30 pieces of silver, but a slave that you would purchase then
you still had to take care of. You had to feed, you had to clothe, you had to house and all that. So people might be
wealthy enough to buy one slave, someone rich enough to buy several thousand slaves. But Christ purchased the
sea of humanity, of slaveries, and to redeem man and oh, the riches of His grace; His grace can afford it. How
great is His grace!

Verse 7 - through His blood

Redemption — Definite Article / Through His Blood

Verse seven, the word here for redemption is a definite article. So it reads the redemption, literally stating the one
and only way of redemption is through the blood of Jesus Christ. And that is what the scripture says, "For there is
no name given under heaven that a man can be saved except the name of Jesus Christ." Jesus is the only way,
there is no other way. All roads do not lead to God, only through Jesus Christ. But here is the great things, all



though He is the one and only way, His way is more than enough, the riches of His grace can more than afford His
only and Only Way.

Acts 4:12 (NKJV) *2 Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”

John 14:6 (NKJV) ¢ Jesus said to him, “l am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.

Blood Donor Champion / White as Snow — the Champion Jesus

Joe Kerkofsky was America's blood donor champion. Joe lost an arm when he was six, so when WW 2 broke out he
was rejected for military service. But Joe could give blood. Over his lifetime, Joe Kerkovsky gave 31 gallons, and
saved the lives of countless people. Remember the human body only holds 10-12 pints of blood, so Joe gave all he
had more than 20 times. Joe made the comment, "Giving blood makes you feel like you're contributing life itself.
There's no more precious a gift than life. Money can't buy the joy of giving blood to help someone who needs it."
And those words could’ve been taken right out of the mouth of our Lord Jesus. Only one person has given more
blood - and experienced greater joy from doing so — than Joe Kerkofsky - and that's Jesus Christ. Millions have
received life, and been redeemed by Jesus’ blood. As the hymn puts it, White as snow, white as snow, thought my
sins were as scarlet, Lord | know, Lord | know, that I'm clean and forgiven. Through the power of Your blood,
through the wonder of Your love, through faith in you | know that | can be white as snow.

Isaiah 1:18 (NKJV) 8 “Come now, and let us reason together,” Says the LORD, “Though your sins are like scarlet, They shall be as white as snow;
Though they are red like crimson, They shall be as wool.

Life in the Blood / A Bloody Nose

The Life is in the Blood — Leviticus tells us, what we know, that the life is in the blood. And it illustrates, that if man
has no blood He dies, and the spiritual illustration come to us that if a man does not have the blood of Jesus He
dies. The lifeis in the blood.... The blood of Jesus. Blood has many different functions, such as - transporting
oxygen and nutrients to the lungs and tissues - forming blood clots to prevent excess blood loss - carrying cells and
antibodies that fight infection - bringing waste products to the kidneys and liver, which filter and clean the blood

regulating body temperature. The body needs blood to heal.
Leviticus 17:11 (NKJV) ! For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and | have given it to you upon the altar to make atonement for your souls; for it
is the blood that makes atonement for the soul.”

Hebrews 9:22 (NKJV) 2> And according to the law almost all things are purified with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no remission.

Some time ago, Renee and | were visiting some friends. They had just gotten a new puppy, which was in the
toddler age when we had come to visit, he was a big puppy. Well Renee and the couple were in the kitchen
making coffee or something, and | was sitting on the floor petting the puppy. And | don’t know exactly what
happened, but | had looked away towards the kitchen, and the next thing | know is | felt a thump on my nose. |
don’t know if the dog turned and bit me in the nose, or what I think, that | had quit petting him for that moment |
looked away, and he reached up with his paw to get my attention to keep petting him. Whatever the cause, | had
a surface scratch on my nose, the kind that bleeds profusely. So there | am all of sudden with a bloodied face,
what a sight, especially in a friendly visit coming from the living room. The sight of it produced a shock amongst
all, and immediately the room went into “emergency mode”. Renee is like where are the keys to the car | will pull
it up front and we will go to the emergency. Our friend is a flight attendant so she grabbed her emergency book,
turned to bloody nose, and she says “it says to tilt your head back to reduce the bleeding”, and | can hear her
husband (as only marriage couple do) saying it is a cut it is not a bloody nose. It was quite comical as | am listening
to all this. But you know what I did? | went into the bathroom, and | stood over the sink, and rather than trying to
stop the bleeding, | let the blood flow, | just leaned over the sink for a good minute or two, and let the blood flow.
I know | had either been bitten by dirty dog mouth, or scratched by a dirty dog paw, and this is what | know the
blood does...... it cleanses! Nothing was going to clean that wound out, no manmade medicine or ointment, better
than the blood itself flowing and cleansing!

Nothing cleanses like the blood. THE (definite article) blood is what redeems.



Pain and the Flow of Blood

After the blood cleanses, then it heals by clotting. | found something interesting this week, as | continued on with
a swollen foot that took doctors 3 weeks to figure out what was wrong with it. But it was something that the
swelling started to go down, after 3 weeks, when | started to walk on it again (using a soft cast — aka walking boot).
While | was on crutches, the swelling was full, and at night with my foot up, the swelling was even worse, to the
point | could not sleep. But as | walked on it with the walking boot, the swelling went down, every day, it went
down. Ohh yes there is still lots of pain to walk on it, and | had to be slow and careful how | walked, but the
walking made the swelling go down, and the healing was beginning. Do you know why? Because the walking,
even though it was painful, made the blood not just flow to my foot, but flow through my foot. As the blood
flowed and moved though my foot, the blood did what it was designed to do, and that is heal. It’s the blood that
heals the body, for the blood carries all the vital needs throughout the body. Blood has many different functions,
such as - transporting oxygen and nutrients to the lungs and tissues - forming blood clots to prevent excess blood
loss - carrying cells and antibodies that fight infection - bringing waste products to the kidneys and liver, which
filter and clean the blood regulating body temperature. The life is in the blood!

The life is in the blood. The blood cleanses..... and the blood heals. Maybe you are here today and there is some
pain in your life, something has happened in your life, and you feel pain (emotionally, physically, or spiritually), |
pray you be comforted today knowing that the blood flows, and is flowing, in the midst of the pain, and God is
working a healing through the pain.

Verse 7 - the forgiveness of sins

Definition of Forgiveness

Verse seven, forgiveness of sin means to release and separate from all consequences. Forgiveness is loosening
something from what binds them. Forgiveness means to loosen someone from what is binding them. Forgiveness
means to send away.

Redemption is Transfer of Sin / Sin Must be Transferred / Unto the Lamb

What is being said here through redemption (as someone else pays the price).... is that sin must be transferred. Sin
has to be transferred, and in the Old Testament it was transferred on to an innocent lamb and that sin would be
temporarily covered by that lamb that would be sacrificed. All a foreshadow of the transferring a sin onto Jesus
Christ once and for all, though the God man who had become the mediator between God and man. Sin would be
transferred to Him and then the wrath would be satisfied through Him and His blood, as it says here, specifically.

The World Wants to Transfer

But the world wants to transfer it on to someone else. The world wants to take your sin, your problem, your guilt,
your shame, and then transfer it on to someone else....., that it's your parents' fault, or transfer it on that it's your
spouse's fault, or transfer it on that it's that person's fault in your life, or this event that happened. And the world
continually tries to transfer guilt and sin and therefore they don't know how to transfer it on the Christ and so
they're trying to bridge it through man's wisdom. And all the while people can transfer, but it will get them no
freedom from it. They'll still be under it's control or under its hand and still bound to it because it hasn’t been sent
away, loosed from binding, because it hasn’t been forgiven. There's only one way to release it, the forgiveness to
send away, to loosen from the bondage of it, and it's to transfer our sin on to Jesus Christ.

And He says, "Give it to me. | want to take it. | want to set you free. Read my word, hear my word that I'm saying
here in the Book of Ephesians, because | want you to be free today. You can walk out of here free, clean, forgiven
with new life."

Forget the Past / Come Away with Me

And forget the past. The world wants to say, re-live it, re-experience it, dig it back up, let's analyze it. Whereas
Jesus says, "No, come away with me. Come away." That's what forgiveness means. It means to send away, but it
also means then simply to come away. You leave, you push it, you push it to the left, and you head right. You head



up to the heavenlies and you separate from it, and Jesus is saying, "Come away with me and let me give you words

of comfort and ease and peace and love."

Philippians 3:12-16 (NKJV) *2 Not that | have already attained, or am already perfected; but | press on, that | may lay hold of that for which
Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. '3 Brethren, | do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing / do, forgetting those things which
are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, '* | press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ
Jesus. ** Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have this mind; and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal even this to you. ¢
Nevertheless, to the degree that we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us be of the same mind.

Matthew 11:28-30 (NKJV) % Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest. ?° Take My yoke upon you and learn
from Me, for | am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. ° For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”

God Writes Ephesians to You — So You Know Your Salvation is Secure
God wants your salvation to be secure. He's writing this to secure your salvation that you might know that you

know that you're saved and forgiven.

Verse 7 - according to the riches of His grace

God Can Afford It

The wealth of our God isn't that He can just buy us, but the wealth of our God is that He can supply us daily and for
all of our life. And so the question would be asked to anyone here today, what is your need today, because your
God can richly supply all of your needs in Christ Jesus. Too many people stop at salvation, and not at His endless,
rich, lavish, supply that He wants to give to all His children.

Philippians 4:19-20 (NKJV) ** And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus. 2° Now to our God and
Father be glory forever and ever. Amen.

Ephesians 3:20-21 (NKJV) 2° Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that
works in us, 2! to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

Ephesians 1:3 (NKJV) 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly
places in Christ,

The Power of Grace

Some pastors are afraid to teach on grace, they are afraid people will take it as a license to sin. | would say cheap
grace should not be taught, as that is errant. What do | mean cheap grace, | mean the doctrine of grace that is not
centered in the blood of Jesus. For in the context of the price that was paid to purchase a person form the slave
traders block, was none other than God’s only Son, who can sin without remorse. But when a person comes to the
understanding of Gods-Riches-At-Christ-Expense, they will anchor their faith in that grace, and they will live their

life in accordance to that grace.

Dr. H. A. Ironside in his book In the Heavenlies (Neptune, N.J.: Loizeau Bros., Inc.) tells the story of an attempted assassination of the
first Queen Elizabeth of England. The woman who sought to do so dressed as a male page and secreted herself in the queen’s boudoir, awaiting
the convenient moment to stab the queen to death. She did not realize that the queen’s attendants would be very careful to search the rooms
before Her Majesty was permitted to retire. They found the woman hidden there among the gowns and brought her into the presence of the
queen, after confiscating the poniard that she had hoped to plant into the heart of the sovereign.

The would-be assassin realized that her case, humanly speaking, was hopeless. She threw herself down on her knees and pleaded and
begged the queen as a woman to have compassion on her, a woman, and to show her grace. Queen Elizabeth looked at her coldly and quietly
said, “If I show you grace, what promise will you make for the future?” The woman looked up and said, “Grace that hath conditions, grace that
is fettered (bound) by precautions, is not grace at all.” Queen Elizabeth caught the idea in a moment and said, “You are right; | pardon you of my
grace.” And they led her away, a free woman.

History tells us that from that moment Queen Elizabeth had no more faithful, devoted servant than that woman who had intended to
take her life. That is exactly the way the grace of God works in the life of an individual—he or she becomes a faithful servant of God.611

Michael P. Green. (2000). 1500 illustrations for biblical preaching (pp. 176-177). Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books.

Many here today, are that woman, as God has found faithful servants, who understand the grace that granted
their pardon for sin.



Wow - Let’s Recap

Redemption — bought out/off the slave block
Blood — cleanses and heals

Forgiveness — guilt released by being transferred
Grace — Poured out lavishly

Ephesians 1:8 which He made to abound toward us in all wisdom and prudence,

Abound - Lavish / Not Random — But Carefully Determined

Verse eight, the word here for abound means to lavish, to heap upon. The Phillips translation reads, "Which has
overflowed into our lives and opened our eyes to the truth." God's lavish grace is not random, but is carefully
measured and determined as it is given by God’s Wisdom and prudence (understanding — knowledge).

We Have Wisdom and Knowledge / Making Such Wise Decisions

Verse eight, this wisdom and prudence that's been lavished on to us, and | can say that (and | think anyone here
can attest to it who has received Jesus), that the wisdom that comes with salvation, the decisions that get made
are now made in such more wisdom and understanding, clarity and direction. Whereas as the world, | made so
many mistakes because | was literally as, as it will say later in this study, just being tossed around to and fro. But as
I walk with Christ and | learn how to tap into the heavenly inheritance that is for me and learn to think outside of
this world and call upon Him and get His wisdom and understanding for me. Oh, the wisdom and grace and the

decisions that are made in such wise manner.
Ephesians 4:14 (NKJV) ** that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of
men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting,

Ephesians 1:9 having made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure which He
purposed in Himself,

Ephesians 1:10 that in the dispensation of the fullness of the times He might gather together in one all things in
Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth—in Him.

Verse 9 - having made known to us the mystery of His will

Verse 8 Could be Entry in Verse 9 — Opening Up Understanding into the Mystery

Verse eight, this could mean God's grace is based on His wisdom and intelligence, or it could be the entry into
verse nine, His wisdom and intelligence speaking of the mystery of his will is opened up to us being able to
understand it.

Mystery — Cant be Understood Apart from God’s Revealing

The word mystery has nothing to do with things eerie. It means a “sacred secret, once hidden but now revealed to
God’s people. A mystery is something that could not be understood unless the Holy Spirit revealed it to us. ” We
believers are a part of God’s “inner circle.” We are able to share in the secret that God will one day unite
everything in Christ. The resurrection shows us and promises us that we will be with Him upon death, and the book
of Revelation tells us how God is going to put an end to all this madness on the earth one day by His Second
Coming.

God wants to reveal His heart and His ways to us. | am reminded of Abraham as the Lord was on His way to Sodom
to bring the judgement that was due.

Let me sidebar here for a second. As | began to write this | felt an immediate pressure within me, oh do | really
want to say use this story, as it is so controversial, and people will think | am a hate monger, for | am going to tell
the story that God judged Sodom and Gomorrah for their sexual sin of homosexuality, do | want to go there, as this
study has been so warm and uplifting up to this point has it not. Look Christian, don’t buy the lie that tries to
silence us, we do ourselves and the person a great disservice, even may | say sin, by not speaking truths. | can tell
anyone who is bound in sin today, whatever that sin may be, that God can redeem you, through the lavish grace of



His only Begotten Son’s blood given for you. God loves you! He wants to redeem you and set you free, and free to
come away with Him and have a personal intimate relationship with Him. Today, now, and forever! Where is the
hate in that statement, in His story of Redemption?

So back to God desiring to reveal His will and His ways to us, He came to Abraham and revealed what was going to
happen. Why? We see two very clear reasons, and one is so that Abraham would take on the role of intercession
prayer, and secondly because God counted Abraham faithful that he would share the truths of God with his
children. God entrusts His will and His way with people who will not hoard them, no keep them as “special

revelations”, but go and do something with it..... which is prayer and proclamation.

Genesis 18:16-19 (NKJV) ® Then the men rose from there and looked toward Sodom, and Abraham went with them to send them on the way.
7 And the LoRrD said, “Shall | hide from Abraham what | am doing, ‘& since Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the
nations of the earth shall be blessed in him? *° For | have known him, in order that he may command his children and his household after him,
that they keep the way of the LORD, to do righteousness and justice, that the LORD may bring to Abraham what He has spoken to him.”

So Christian, what has God entrusted to you?

Verse 9 - according to His good pleasure which He purposed in Himself,

No Outside Influence - All Springs from Within God Himself

Verse nine — according to His good pleasure — which He purposed in Himself — there were and are no outside
influence. This word literally is saying it springs wholly from within Him. That is good news, therefore none of
these promises have anything to do with me and my performance, for they are set and secure in Him and Him
alone.

His Purpose and Will —Is to Love you

Verse nine, His purposes and will in His life is to love you. That's what His purpose and His will is. If you ever
wonder it, or doubt of what's God's purpose. We always ask "What's my purpose?" Or we ask, "What's God's will
for my life?" Have you ever said, "Well, what's God's purpose and what's his will in his life?" And He'll say, God's
will, God's purpose is to love you. That's His whole purpose and it's His whole will. You are treasured.

Psalm 100 -Sheep of His Pasture / His Good Pleasure — Come See Things from His Perspective

Psalm 100, "We are the sheep of his pasture." We are created by Him and we are made for Him and Revelation
Four says, "We were created for His good pleasure.” You bring God pleasure. He created you to do just that. And it
is you that brings Him pleasure and we have a hard time to receive that and believe that. But hence, why we He
takes us to the Swiss Alps of the new Testament, takes us into a heavenly view as He sees things, gets us out of this
earthly view, an earthly wisdom, and get us into the heavenly wisdom and see things how He sees them, and it'll

change all of our perspective and perceptions of God and ourself.

Psalm 100:title-5 (NKJV) A Psalm of Thanksgiving. * Make a joyful shout to the LoRrb, all you lands! 2 Serve the LorD with gladness; Come before
His presence with singing. 3 Know that the LoORD, He is God; It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; We are His people and the sheep of
His pasture. % Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, And into His courts with praise. Be thankful to Him, and bless His name. ° For the LORD is
good; His mercy is everlasting, And His truth endures to all generations.

Maybe You Feel Distant

Maybe you've sinned and you think you are now distant from God and He is going to put a straight arm and put
you away, and this book is telling you that is not so. You are accepted and beloved, you are received in Him. If
there's a distancing, it's you who are distant from Him. And that's what our flesh will do, that's what the world will
do, that's what the accuser of the brethren, the devil he will do. He wants to distance us. And here's what God
says, here's what | want to do. | want to overcome the distance. | want to take you up into the heavenlies so you
can see things from my perspective. Oh, what a lavish book we have here. But it's you who have lost contact, not

Him. Confess, repent, and return!
1John 1:9 (NKJV) ° If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.



Verse 10 - that in the dispensation of the fullness of the times

Dispensation- Set Order
Dispensation (oikonomia ), where we get our word “Economy” . A lot of people struggle with this word, and
theologians come up with books upon books to explain it, but it simply means a “set order of how things work.”

God saying I’'m setting the order of how things are going to work and nothing can change it. Satan, Evilness,
terrorism, will not change my plan or how | run my plan, and it will all happen in the “fullness of time, on my time

table. We will talk more on this in chapter 3.

Verse 10 - He might gather together in one all things in Christ

Ever Since Fall — Things Falling Apart
Ever since sin came into the world, things have been falling apart:
e  First, man was separated from God in the garden (Gen. 3).
e Then man was separated from man, as Cain killed Abel (Gen. 4).
e  People tried to maintain a kind of unity by building the Tower of Babel (Gen. 11) — the first false religion,
worshipping the stars, but God judged them and scattered them across the world.
e God called Abraham and put a difference between the Jew and the Gentile, a difference that was
maintained until Christ’s death on the cross.
e With the calling of Abraham and the Tower of Babel, we see nation divided against nation

Sin Tearing Apart — God Putting Back Together
Sin is tearing everything apart, but in Christ, God will gather everything together in the culmination of the ages.

Redemption is the putting of all the broken pieces back together. God is doing that in the world, and ourselves
personally.

Do you feel your life is broken and in pieces? God speaks to you from His heart today, through my redemption, my
grace, | am putting things back together in your life personally, can you trust me on that?

Verse 10 - both which are in heaven and which are on earth—in Him.

Only Believers

Verse 10 seems to be confusing. Heaven and earth seems like all of humanity, but there's actually three locations.
There's Heaven, earth and there's Hell. And Hell is what's not mentioned here. Only the believers who are alive on
the earth at the end of the dispensation, when God says it's done, wrap it up, heading into eternity. Only those
believers and the ones on who are already in Heaven will be the ones who are gathered together as one. Those
who are separated because of their sin because of Hell will not be gathered together.

Conclusion
3P’s of the Passage
Person
e Redeemed
e Forgiven
e  Pleasing to Him
Position
e InHim
e Gathered together to Him
e In Christ
Promise
e  Redemption through His blood




e  Forgiveness of sin
e Abounding wisdom and prudence (knowledge)
e  Broken Pieces put back together

The Word of God in Our Hand Today

The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives.
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 2 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

In Every Study
e Who Is God? (How Great is He?)
e  What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?)
e What Does He Want Me to Do?
e What Can | Boldly Request of Him?
e What Do | Need to Be on Guard of When | Leave Here Today?
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do | might work in

you, and through you.
Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) ¢ Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

End of Study



Ephesians 1:11-14
Title: Sealed with the Promise of Eternal Security

Overview/Outline of the Book of Ephesians

We continue on our great adventure as we begin this study through the Book of Ephesians, chapter-by-chapter,
verse-by-verse, and sometimes word-by-word. This Book takes us into breathtaking views of the greatest Christian
doctrines and promises, and why it has been heralded the Swiss Alps of the New Testament.

The Book of Ephesians has a prebuilt outline to it:
e Doctrine (chapters 1-3)
e Duty (chapter 4-6)

Doctrine - is, “who is God”, “what has He done for us”, and “what does He think of us”.

Duty - is “what does He want us to do”, and “what can | ask of Him to do it (for He doesn’t ask us to do anything
that He will not help us, empower us, to accomplish it”. Along with that will come, “what we need to be on guard
of”.

****\We have to know who were re in Christ, the security of our position in Him, before we can walk victoriously,
and battle spiritually. ****

Regarding that, Ephesians has a most interesting and wonderful order to it in verb tenses such as, seated, walking,
and being steadfast.

e Chapter 2 —We are “Seated” with Christ in heaven

e Chapter 4 — We are called to “Walk” worthy of the calling

e  Chapter 6 — We are called to “Stand” against the enemy and his ways.
Ephesians 2:6-7 (NKJV) ¢ and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 that in the ages to come He
might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

Ephesians 4:1 (NKJV) ! |, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called,

Ephesians 6:14 (NKJV) ** Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness,

Doctrine & Duty - This outline is nothing new to us, as every time we open this Bible here at CCAAC, we always ask
these same 5 question. And...... apply what we learn, and what the Lord speaks to our heart as we study this
treasure....

Today’s Passage:

Ephesians 1:11-14 (NKJV) ! In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to the
purpose of Him who works all things according to the counsel of His will, 12 that we who first trusted in Christ
should be to the praise of His glory. 13 In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, * who is the guarantee
of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory.

3P’s of the Passage (Title: Sealed with the Promise of Eternal Security)

Person

e His

e Predestined

e Sealed

e Purposed
Position

e InHim

e His

Promise



e  Promised Inheritance
e  Promised to be His
e Promised Eternal Security

Why it Matters to You

So why does this passage of scripture matter to you today? Well quite simply, if a person continually struggles
with what is their purpose and worth in life, and if they continually struggle with their eternal security, they will
never be able to move on and live in the victorious Christian life that God purposes for them, and promises for
them to have for the taking. And notice, | say for the taking, because although God purposes it and secures it for
the Believer, the believer still has to take it by their own freewill choosing.

The Word of God in Our Hand Today

The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives.
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 2 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

In Every Study
e Who Is God? (How Great is He?)
e  What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?)
e What Does He Want Me to Do?
e What Can | Boldly Request of Him?
e What Do | Need to Be on Guard of When | Leave Here Today?
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do | might work in

you, and through you.
Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) ¢ Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

Ephesians 1:11 In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to the purpose of Him
who works all things according to the counsel of His will,

Promise within the Promise

There's a promise in the promise which | will say to anyone and ask of anybody, what victory is not yours to be
had? What victory is not within reach to be taken? All of the promises of God are yes and amen and all the spiritual
inheritance has been given to us, to have victories and to live victorious Christian lives.

3 Words for Will
Paul uses three words that have the idea of will. They are expressed. And all three of them are to amplify the one
idea of being created for His will, and everything that He does is according to His will.
e  Purpose (prothesis) - determination n. — the quality of being determined to do or achieve something.
e  Counsel (boule) - thought-out plan n. — a series of steps to be carried out or goals to be accomplished;
especially as the result of intent consideration.
e Wil (thelema) - inclination (attitude) n. — an attitude of mind especially one that favors one alternative
over others.

Purposed Willed of God

So in verse 11 we read the purpose of Him, the counsel of His will. Purpose council, it is determined, it is orderly.
It's not something that is random, but it's very purposed with a plan. Now, | want you to consider the theory of
evolution and everything is based on randomness with a happen chance of order here and there, to which if
everything is random with a few happen chances of order, what self-worth can be had in random chance? But now
consider purposed order, divine order, predetermined and purposed ordered by God. All with the regard to you,
that all of this said order, purposed order, predetermined order, is all part of the whole plan for you by God of the
universe. Now consider this whole world around you purposed and ordered about mankind and now determine
what is your worth. And we see this detailed universe all purposed and determined by God.



e We have the creation of the universe, the world, and the sun, the stars, and the moon, all purposed by
God.

e We have the earth, the skies, and the seas, all purposed by God.

e We have the fish of the seas, the bird of the air and the animals of the fields, all purposed by God.

e Butin this divine purpose and predetermined only you, man, does God get his hands dirty for. And He
bends down and creates Adam who means man.

e And we read in the Psalms that we are fearfully and wonderfully created. You were designed for a
purpose and with a purpose, and that is predetermined by the purpose of His will and for His good

pleasure are you.
Psalm 139:13-16 (NKJV) 3 For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother’s womb. ** | will praise You, for | am fearfully and
wonderfully made; Marvelous are Your works, And that my soul knows very well. ** My frame was not hidden from You, When | was made in
secret, And skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. ¢ Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed. And in Your book they all were
written, The days fashioned for me, When as yet there were none of them.

His Ultimate Plan — Man’s Salvation — To be His!

But as detailed as all of that is, there's the plan of salvation. And here is the summation, the ultimate purpose of
salvation for the redemption of man who has been separated from God by his freewill to choose sin. And the
purpose and the predetermined plan of God for you is to be His. The plan, to be His. The work of salvation, to be
His. And the end of all, to be His. And what He is establishing for us is His plan has and never will change. The plan
of salvation was determined purpose, it was not random.

And he makes it (the Gospel) available to every man.

Admit- you sin separates you from the holy God, because you are guilty of breaking His Holy Commandments:
Romans 3:23 (NKJV) 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

Romans 6:23 (NKJV) 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Believe — the only way for the forgiveness and cleansing from your guilt is through Jesus Christ crucified for you:
John 3:16-17 (NKJV) 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have
everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.

Confess — make the confession before God that you receive Him as Lord and Savior, and that you turn from your

sin and turn to follow Him:
Romans 10:9-10 (NKJV) 9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead,
you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

Based on this — Can You Trust His Will

Now.....based on this (that His ultimate purpose for you — is to be His), can you trust the counsel of His will for you?
Whatever state, whatever place you're in, can you trust the counsel of His will? Can you bring yourself to a place
of, "l trust you". And to bring yourself in the place to say, "Nevertheless, let your will be done".

The Purposed Christian Life

God is very detailed and determined, very purposeful in all He does, and thus we can apply the same to our lives
personally. The Christian life will not just happen, it has to be purposed, it has to be determined. If | want to diet, |
have to purpose to do so, it won’t just happen. If | want to exercise, | have to purpose to do so, it won’t just
happen. If | want to get a college education, | have to purpose to do so, it won’t just happen. If | want a job, | have
to purpose to do so, it won’t just happen. Well so too it is so with our spiritual life. As | often say, if you aim at
nothing, you will probably hit it. Beloved, a deep Christian life will not just happen by chance, you have to engage
it with a purpose and determined.

So, | ask you, to ask yourself:
e  What is my study plan?
e  What is my prayer plan?
e  What is my fasting plan?



e  What is my family plan?

e  What is my marriage?

e What is my ministry/serving plan?

e What is my worship plan?

e  What is my plan to draw closer to God?

Now | am not advocating a schedule, but a purpose, a purpose and determined will to develop and go deeper in all
these things. Although | am not advocating a schedule, you may need to schedule and plan them ensure and
develop them. We are called to redeem the time, for there are many things that will attack our time, the time we
use to purpose and develop our spiritual walk. | think it was AW Tozer who said, anything that keeps me from my

bible is an enemy.
Ephesians 5:15-17 (NKJV) *° See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, ¢ redeeming the time, because the days are evil. ¥’
Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.

2 Timothy 2:15 (NKJV) % Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word
of truth.

Mark 9:29 (NKJV) ?° So He said to them, “This kind can come out by nothing but prayer and fasting.”

Joshua 24:15 (NKJV) *°> And if it seems evil to you to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods which
your fathers served that were on the other side of the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house,
we will serve the LORD.”

Ephesians 6:1-3 (NKJV) * Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. > “Honor your father and mother,” which is the first
commandment with promise: 3 “that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth.”

Ephesians 5:28 (NKJV) %8 So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself.

Matthew 25:37-40 (NKJV) 37 “Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give
You drink? 3% When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You? 3° Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come
to You?’ %° And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, | say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren,
you did it to Me.”

Hebrews 2:11-12 (NKJV) ** For both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all of one, for which reason He is not ashamed to
call them brethren, 2 saying: “I will declare Your name to My brethren; In the midst of the assembly | will sing praise to You.”

James 4:8 (NKJV) & Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded.
Ephesians 1:12 that we who first trusted in Christ should be to the praise of His glory.

Break forth in Worthy Praise
Verse 12, the phrase, "Praise of His glory", occurs in relation to each member of the Trinity,
e Godinverseb,
e  Christin verse 12,
e and the Spiritin verse 14.
All of these promises should make us burst into praise when we think of the Trinity at work to fulfill the plan and

determined purpose of God, and that is for us to be His and to know that we're secure in Him.
Ephesians 1:5-6 (NKJV) > having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, ¢ to
the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He made us accepted in the Beloved.

Ephesians 1:11-12 (NKJV) * In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to the purpose of Him who works all
things according to the counsel of His will, 12 that we who first trusted in Christ should be to the praise of His glory.

Ephesians 1:13-14 (NKJV) 3 In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having
believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, ** who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased
possession, to the praise of His glory.



Jew First — Then Gentile
Paul is writing predominately to Gentiles in Ephesus (but Jews also). Verse 12, speaking of Jews, and then in verse
13, speaking of the Gentiles, and both of them receiving Jesus as Lord and Savior.

Ephesians 1:13 In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom
also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise,

After you Heard - You Believed

Verse 13 says, "After you heard". God chose to speak and therefore after the person hears, that is when they
choose. And, here again is the two rails that the train of salvation ride on, God’s sovereignty and working, and
man’s freewill. But, as we know in the context of the whole counsel of God, it is the Holy Spirit who is doing the

work in the person’s heart.

John 16:8-11 (NKJV) 8 And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: ° of sin, because they do
not believe in Me; '° of righteousness, because | go to My Father and you see Me no more; ™ of judgment, because the ruler of this world is
judged.

Romans 3:10-12 (NKJV) 1° As it is written: “There is none righteous, no, not one; ** There is none who understands; There is none who seeks
after God. *? They have all turned aside; They have together become unprofitable; There is none who does good, no, not one.”

Notice — Nothing Else But Jesus

Verse 13 - notice there's no water baptism. There's no Sabbath keeping. There's no Holy communion. None of
these things are what brings salvation. It is the hearing, the believing, and the trusting in the finished work of the
cross of Christ.

How Beautiful the Feet
And so, there's a power of Romans 10 of how beautiful the feet are of those who bring the gospel. God uses
humans to bring His word to people, but it's the Holy Spirit that has to convince the person the need for a Savior

because Roman 3 tells us, "There's none who understands".

Romans 10:14-17 (NKJV) ** How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they
have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? *> And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful
are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, Who bring glad tidings of good things!” ¢ But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For
Isaiah says, “LORD, who has believed our report?” 7 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

Ephesians 1:14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to the
praise of His glory.

Arrabon — Engagement Ring

The Greek word translated “guarantee” refers to a purchaser’s "earnest money."The Holy Spirit is God’s
downpayment - the foretaste of the joys of heaven. But the word, "arrabon," has another meaning. Today in
Greece, it's the word used for an engagement ring. In ancient times it referred to the dowry or bridal price.

A dowry was a financial pledge given by a man to the family of his bride-to-be. It proved that his intentions to
marry and support the daughter were genuine. This makes for a beautiful picture when applied to Jesus and the
Holy Spirit. The Spirit is our engagement ring - He's our promise from Jesus - our assurance - that He intends return
and take us as His bride!

Growing up in Western PA

It was a down payment. | remember when | was 18 years old, living in western Pennsylvania and | was selling my
motorcycle before | was going off to school and this man came up and he looked at it and he says, "Boy, | love this
bike. This is awesome. | definitely want to take it. | just need to take it for a test ride". And | said, "Sure,
absolutely". | said, "But before you take it for a test ride, you're going to have to give me full price to hold this bike
in case something happens to it when you take it away". which the guy said "No problem". And so he gave me this
down payment, my down payment requirement was full price, because a down payment would do me no good if
he stole the bike or wrecked the bike.



But he takes the bike for a ride. We lived on a dead-end road, which was, yeah, a couple of miles long, but it was
dead end nonetheless. And he's gone. And his buddy who drove him there, me and him were standing, to which |
turned and said to him, | go, "You know, this road isn't that long". And we both looked at each other and we kept
waiting. And finally the guy comes back over the hill, and he's coming over the hill, | can see the whole left side of
the motorcycle was damaged. The turn signals were broken and dangling, and the paint was scraped and the
exhaust pipe was scraped, and he pulls up and he's got a big smile and he says, "I'll take it". And of course in my
heart | was saying, "You sure will". And when | saw the bike, | had no worries at all what happened to the bike
because | had a full down payment. And that can be same for you too. You might be beaten up a little bit, you
might get scraped up a little bit, but the down payment is paid in full and you are sealed and you are His and you
will be taken into his presence regardless of how beat up you may get in this life.

Purpose of the Seal

Verse 14, for purposes of being sealed in the culture at this time, was
e for security (Daniel 6:17, Matthew 27:62-66)
e for authenticity (1 Kings 21:6-16)

for authority (Esther 8:8-12)

e for ownership (Jeremiah 32:10)
Daniel 6:17 (NKJV) ¥ Then a stone was brought and laid on the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet ring and with the
signets of his lords, that the purpose concerning Daniel might not be changed.

Matthew 27:62-66 (NKJV) °2 On the next day, which followed the Day of Preparation, the chief priests and Pharisees gathered together to
Pilate, ®3 saying, “Sir, we remember, while He was still alive, how that deceiver said, ‘After three days | will rise.” ® Therefore command that the
tomb be made secure until the third day, lest His disciples come by night and steal Him away, and say to the people, ‘He has risen from the
dead.’ So the last deception will be worse than the first.” © Pilate said to them, “You have a guard; go your way, make it as secure as you know
how.” % So they went and made the tomb secure, sealing the stone and setting the guard.

1 Kings 21:8-10 (NKJV) & And she wrote letters in Ahab’s name, sealed them with his seal, and sent the letters to the elders and the nobles who
were dwelling in the city with Naboth. ° She wrote in the letters, saying, Proclaim a fast, and seat Naboth with high honor among the people; *°
and seat two men, scoundrels, before him to bear witness against him, saying, You have blasphemed God and the king. Then take him out, and
stone him, that he may die.

Esther 8:7-8 (NKJV) 7 Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther and Mordecai the Jew, “Indeed, | have given Esther the house of Haman, and
they have hanged him on the gallows because he tried to lay his hand on the Jews. & You yourselves write a decree concerning the Jews, as you
please, in the king’s name, and seal it with the king’s signet ring; for whatever is written in the king’s name and sealed with the king’s signet ring
no one can revoke.”

Jeremiah 32:9-12 (NKJV) ° So | bought the field from Hanamel, the son of my uncle who was in Anathoth, and weighed out to him the money—
seventeen shekels of silver. 1° And | signed the deed and sealed it, took witnesses, and weighed the money on the scales. ** So | took the
purchase deed, both that which was sealed according to the law and custom, and that which was open; *2 and | gave the purchase deed to
Baruch the son of Neriah, son of Mahseiah, in the presence of Hanamel my uncle’s son, and in the presence of the witnesses who signed the
purchase deed, before all the Jews who sat in the court of the prison.

Death if break the Seal
According to Roman law, if you broke the seal of the King, you were to be put to death.

Image of King/Owner

And the seal would be hot wax dripped on whatever that thing would be, and then the owner would have a ring
that had an image, that was his image, and he would press it onto the wax and it would make that image and
therefore it was the transferring and the impartation and the implanting of the image onto that thing, whatever it
would may be, to show who's the ownership was and it came with the image and here we come with this Holy
Spirit sealed for us. The image we are impressed with is the image of God Himself. We are image bearers of God.

That's what we are.
Genesis 1:26 (NKJV) 26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the
sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”

Romans 8:29-30 (NKJV) 2 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn
among many brethren. 3° Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He
justified, these He also glorified.



You are Secure

God is making it extremely and very clear that he is saying, "You are secure. There is nothing that you can do that
will make me disown you, make me separate from you." He's ensuring our security, our eternal security by saying
to us, "It's a guarantee. | will not turn from you." You see, we can blow it and then we'll say to ourselves, "That's it.
God doesn't love me." | said, "I love him and | follow him and | want to serve him and then | just went out and did
this," or, "l can't believe that | did that. There's no way that he could ever love me," and God's saying, "Go look at
the down payment. Go look at the promise. Go look at these words that are my guarantee to you that there is
nothing that you can do that can separate you from my love." When | put that wedding ring on your finger, | meant
it forever.

Seal Can’t be Broken

This seal speaks that no one can open the seal except Jesus. We see that in Revelation 5. In Revelation 7 we see
that this seal says no one can touch us, 144,000. Revelation 9 adds to that, that we can't be touched. And in
Revelation 20, Christians can't be demon possessed because Satan can't break the seal when God puts the seal on
him and throws him in the bottom less pit. He's not strong enough to break the seal, so the devil can't break the

seal that's put upon you. You are secure in Him.

Revelation 5:1-3 (NKJV) ! And | saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a scroll written inside and on the back, sealed with seven
seals. 2 Then | saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and to loose its seals?” 3 And no one in
heaven or on the earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll, or to look at it.

Revelation 7:2-4 (NKJV) 2 Then | saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God. And he cried with a loud voice to
the four angels to whom it was granted to harm the earth and the sea, 3 saying, “Do not harm the earth, the sea, or the trees till we have sealed
the servants of our God on their foreheads.” * And | heard the number of those who were sealed. One hundred and forty-four thousand of all
the tribes of the children of Israel were sealed:

Revelation 9:4 (NKJV) # They were commanded not to harm the grass of the earth, or any green thing, or any tree, but only those men who do
not have the seal of God on their foreheads.

Revelation 20:2-3 (NKJV) 2 He laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years; 3
and he cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal on him, so that he should deceive the nations no more till the thousand
years were finished. But after these things he must be released for a little while.

The Next Question Always — Eternal Security — Can a Person Lose their Salvation?

Of course, the natural question and the one I'm asked often, people say and ask me, "Can you lose your salvation?"
To which I say, "No." To lose something is an accident. | lose my keys, | lose my wallet, | lose my car at the mall. All
of them are accidents. So there will never be the losing of salvation by an accident. Jesus will say, "No one can

pluck them out of my hand."

John 10:27-30 (NKJV) ?” My sheep hear My voice, and | know them, and they follow Me. ?¢ And | give them eternal life, and they shall never
perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand. ?° My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to
snatch them out of My Father’s hand. ° | and My Father are one.”

Can a Person Walk Away?
So then comes that next question, can a person walk away from Jesus? Can someone say, "l no longer want this
salvation"? If it is a wedding ring, can someone say | want a divorce?

What is Most Important for Me to Say First

Now, as a minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, what is most important is the question, is the person saved in the
first place, and if not, | need to pray for them, and tell them about their need for a Savior. Then secondly if they
have professed Christ at some point in their life, but now are saying they reject the faith, and where that takes me
is the same place again, | need to pray for them, and tell them about their need for a Savior. That is what matters
most regarding this topic.

But Let Me Still Answer the Question
However, as a Bible teacher, and you as students of the Bible, it is a question that should be thought through, and
it is something | think every one of us want to know the answer to. So | feel for me to say, “hey they need a Savior



and that is what matters most”, as true as that is, is kind of a cop-out, a way for me to not have to answer the
question that is one of the most asked questions among Christians. So here | am going to answer it. And | believe,
in the answer, we will find great something greater than an intellectual information understanding, but a deep

heart, mind, soul, and strength for us personally on how to live the abundant and victorious Christian life.
John 10:10 (NKJV) 1° The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. | have come that they may have life, and that they may
have it more abundantly.

And John 10:10, is a good summation, on the topic, as the Devil wants to destroy, and God wants to supply
abundant life. But this topic inside the church, among Christians, has destroyed many friendships, has caused
many church splits, and even divided families...... and Satan laughs all the way. When this happens, it is man has
missed the mark on this, and as spiritual or intellectual or theological they think they may be, they have missed the
mark if it causes division among the body, bitterness, resentment, slander, and the likes. All of God’s Word is
meant to unite the body, strengthen the body, and purify the body.

Won't Find This as a Verse in the Bible
So let’s start with the simple fact..... there are no bible verses that say these words exactly...

e Once saved, always saved.

e A person can lose their salvation.

e A person can depart (leave) the faith.

e A person can never depart (leave) the faith.
Now, knowing the problems that this topic would cause in the Church, wouldn’t you think God would have added
at least one of these as verses in the Bible? 31,102 verses in the Bible, why not just add one of these verses, just
one of them, and then the debate would be over. But He didn’t. yet, | find it interesting that man quotes these
lines like they are quoting scripture themselves. That is kind of scary to me, as it makes me think of Revelation,

and other passages that warn about adding to God’s Word or taking away from it.

Revelation 22:18-19 (NKJV) 8 For | testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these things, God
will add to him the plagues that are written in this book; '° and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall
take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.

Proverbs 30:5-6 (NKJV) ° Every word of God is pure; He is a shield to those who put their trust in Him. ® Do not add to His words, Lest He
rebuke you, and you be found a liar.

Deuteronomy 4:1-2 (NKJV) * “Now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the judgments which | teach you to observe, that you may live, and go in
and possess the land which the LorD God of your fathers is giving you. ? You shall not add to the word which | command you, nor take from it,
that you may keep the commandments of the LorD your God which | command you.

Deuteronomy 12:32 (NKJV) 32 “Whatever | command you, be careful to observe it; you shall not add to it nor take away from it.

Remember the Salvation Train

And as we continually say, the train of salvation rides on two rails. God's sovereignty, which would be his
predestination, His foreknowledge, his choosing. And the other one is man's free will. And anytime we have these
conversations, the two will always continually be side by side. The two shall never cross, but they both will run on
the same track. That's the train of salvation, whether it's coming to know Jesus or whether to finishing the
salvation on this side of Heaven. | see God's track. He chooses you, he wants you, you are secure in Him, never
leaving you, never divorcing you, never to forsake you.

Your track is your free will. Your free will to choose, to say, "l do". To come and stay or to depart

Let me also say this before | totally dig deep into this — | will be honest, that | still struggle on how to reconcile the
two of eternal security (God’s Sovereignty, and Man’s Freewill).

Clearly — Some Were Never Saved
First John Two says, "They went out from us, but they were never amongst us or part of us". So that is very clear,
there are people who have all the appearances of being Christian, but never were ever saved. So when they walk



away, there is definitely a scripture that we can put on finger on and say, they may never have been saved

(because ultimately in the end only God knows). | say that because, we have to look at 1 Timothy 4:1 also.

1 John 2:18-19 (NKJV) * Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have
come, by which we know that it is the last hour. 1° They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have
continued with us; but they went out that they might be made manifest, that none of them were of us.

But Some will Depart from the Faith

But, Paul’s letter to Timothy says that in the latter days (not necessarily meaning last days, just days after Paul
writes these things), that some will depart from the faith. Depart is the word (apostasy), and it means to leave the
faith. That is what it says, so | just read it for what it says. You have to do a lot of theological gymnastics to make it

mean anything less than what it says, that people depart from the faith, meaning they were of the faith.

1 Timothy 4:1-5 (NKJV) * Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and
doctrines of demons, ? speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot iron, 3 forbidding to marry, and commanding to
abstain from foods which God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth. * For every creature of God is
good, and nothing is to be refused if it is received with thanksgiving; ° for it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer.

Many Today Departing

This year, more than | can remember in my whole life, big name people, very well known people were departing
from the faith. People who write books, people who lead megachurches, people who everyone followed and many
can put their finger on their salvation personally because of that person's ministry. Yet many of them this year
says, "I no longer believe". | am departing the faith. It's just what we've read, it's just what we see, that in the
latter days, some will depart from the faith. Now for some people they'll say, "Well, they were never saved", just
as we read in 1 John 2, to which that very well may be true. But some will say, "They departed", which that's what
1 Timothy 4 says. We may never know, but God knows and we can rest in that. But all | know, that I'm told in 1
Timothy 4, that it's my job to simply preach the scripture and proclaim these truths as they are written.

A Good Minister will Declare the Word
A good minister will speak these things. A good minister will teach the Bible as it says, not as he wants it to say.
God says what He means, and means what He says, and He needs no help from me trying to make it saying

anything else other than what it says.

1 Timothy 4:6-11 (NKJV) ¢ If you instruct the brethren in these things, you will be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished in the words of faith
and of the good doctrine which you have carefully followed. 7 But reject profane and old wives’ fables, and exercise yourself toward godliness. &
For bodlily exercise profits a little, but godliness is profitable for all things, having promise of the life that now is and of that which is to come. °
This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance. ° For to this end we both labor and suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God,
who is the Savior of all men, especially of those who believe. '* These things command and teach.

And this is hard to teach because my mind honestly can't comprehend that someone would want to walk away.
After all they've tasted and seen of how good the Lord is as Psalm 34 tells us. In my mind, doesn't comprehend
that someone could walk away, but here we have people who said, "l was just like you, maybe even more
passionate than you, but | can no longer follow and believe". That's a hard one for me to comprehend, of what
could have happened. But | do find it, that some people, some tragedy will happen. God didn't do something they
expected Him to do, and they simply will say, "l can't believe". And | don't know, maybe it's that they... it's not that
they can't believe that God exists, but they just don't want to have that relationship with him anymore because
they don't want that, because he didn't perform up to their expectation.

And it's beautiful for us from our security, He gives us that free will, but He never exercises that for Himself. He
never puts our performance on a condition. He never says, "Well, | remove my seal because you failed me in this,
you did that", or whatever these things may be. He speaks to us that my seal, my guarantee, my promise to you,
my engagement ring, is presented to you as a promise. No matter what, | will not withdraw myself. Now we read in
1 Timothy 4 that he allows us to withdraw ourselves if we choose. But he's making a promise no matter what, | will
not withdraw myself regardless of what you do. Even if you cheat on me, even if you commit adultery on me, even
if, and you fill in the blank, you see the spiritual analogies that's being made, regardless, my brain, | will never
come to take back. But He leaves us to freewill in the relationship.



Again — No Bible Verses
So, again the simple fact..... there are no bible verses that say these words exactly...
e Once saved, always saved.
e A person can lose their salvation.
e A person can depart (leave) the faith.
e A person can never depart (leave) the faith.

God Wants Every Man to Examine Self - If in the Faith

Why? Because God wants every man, to continually examine themselves, to know they are in the faith.
2 Corinthians 13:5-6 (NKJV) ® Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus
Christ is in you?—unless indeed you are disqualified. ° But | trust that you will know that we are not disqualified.

1 Corinthians 11:27-32 (NKJV) ?” Therefore whoever eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of the
body and blood of the Lord. %% But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup. ?° For he who eats and drinks
in an unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment to himself, not discerning the Lord’s body. 3° For this reason many are weak and sick among
you, and many sleep. 3! For if we would judge ourselves, we would not be judged. 3? But when we are judged, we are chastened by the Lord, that
we may not be condemned with the world.

Galatians 6:1-5 (NKJV) * Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness,
considering yourself lest you also be tempted. ? Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. 3 For if anyone thinks himself to be
something, when he is nothing, he deceives himself. 4 But let each one examine his own work, and then he will have rejoicing in himself alone,
and not in another. > For each one shall bear his own load.

There are some who will live a life of sin and say, hey once saved always saved, to in John will say, you need to

examine yourself if you are truly in the faith, for those who willfully sin are living a lie.

1 John 2:3-6 (NKJV) 3 Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments. * He who says, “l know Him,” and does not keep
His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. > But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him. By this we
know that we are in Him. ® He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked.

Now, self-examination is examining self, but through the lens and the heart of God. | think sometimes we totally
miss that in the self examination or examine ourselves in accordance with our wisdom and our knowledge and our
understanding as we think things should be, but self-examination in terms that God calls us is we examine
ourselves in the light of the scriptures.

| see a very interesting parallel to this as here | am in my fourth week of sitting in a chair as | teach this Bible study.
We have finally found out what's wrong with my foot and it is a fracture, pretty good fracture, that | assume
because of the hardness to walk and bear weight on this foot, but you know what | learned along the way is |
should have, when | came to the doctors, just been quiet and presented my foot to the doctors and say, "My foot
is swelling and | can't pinpoint anything that happened specifically other than it's swelling," but | went to the
doctor, the first doctor, and | said, "My foot's swelling, and | notice it's swelling around here, this little red dot
underneath my foot." I'm thinking possibly that | got a spider bite or a foreign object in there. So the doctor, he
starts with my self-diagnosis, then, well, that must be what it is then. So he prescribed me antibiotics, which, as we
know, the foot continues to swell.

| go to the next doctor saying, "Man, | need an X-ray," but | tell him, "Here's what might be the problem too. See
this red dot?" To which he goes, "We'll do an X-ray, but yeah, that red dot looks like a puncture wound. Continue
on with your antibiotics and we'll get an X-ray." Well, fractures don't show up on an X-ray, but when you're
thinking that it's more likely an infection of some type, you're not overly concerned about the X-ray.

So carry this forward. | go to the third doctor. | say "The foot's swelling. The X-ray shows nothing." He looks at my
foot and he says, "Yeah, your foot definitely appears to be infected. | can even see the infection around the toe,"
which what that was was anti-inflammatory cream that | was rubbing down my foot with. So he continues on, the
third doctor now, with the approach that it is an infection. He adds a round of antibiotics, which, just by chance,
because of the length that we're in to this now at two weeks the swelling starts to go down. So it starts to appear,
yeah, that was and is the problem. This swelling is from an infection.



Well, go on another week and the swelling hasn't gone down. The foot still can't bear weight. So finally we come to
the place of, "We better get an MRI," says the doctor at my request. We go get the MRl and the MRI reveals that
the bone in the foot is fractured, which fractures don't always show up on X-rays.

So here's my point, my lesson is learned. Next time I'm just going to show up and say, "Here's my foot. Tell me
what you think." I'd have probably been in for an MRI two weeks ago, if not three weeks ago. I'd have been in this
boot or a cast three weeks ago rather than one week ago. My healing would have been two, three weeks further
down the road because | wouldn't have been walking on an infection the way that | would and am not walking on a
fracture.

I think sometimes we do that in our spiritual walk is we self-diagnose ourselves according to our wisdom and
understanding and we're totally off. What we need to do is go to the great physician, the great doctor, Jesus Christ,
present our lives to him and let him diagnose and determine what's well and what's not. So, here we see in our
passage today, the calling continually, and God lays this out for us on the train of salvation having two rails. One is
his sovereignty and the other is man's free will, that we come and we continually examine how are we doing in the
faith?

When we Doubt Ourselves — We Can Trust Him / | Know the Moment | was Saved — And Trust He Continues
But then, there are those on the other side who say oh no I sinned, | can’t be saved, | am wretched, | can’t be in
the faith, to which God would say,

Here is what | know, and here is where | start..... | know the moment that | was saved and born-again. There is no
doubt about it to me. It was a moment that was defining, something | can put my finger on and say this is when it
happened. If you cant do that, then that is concerning, and if you say | don’t know if | am born-again, was born-
again, or what that even means, then that is concerning too.... Maybe even to be blunt, then you probably are not,
but you can be today, simply by asking Jesus to forgive your sins, and coming into your life to be your Lord and

Savior.
John 3:3 (NKJV) 3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, | say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

And | can rest on the promises of the vine —that | am attached to the Vine, and | am abiding in the Vine:

John 15:1-11 (NKJV) * “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and
every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3 You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. *
Abide in Me, and | in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. ® “l am
the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and | in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. ¢ If anyone does not
abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. 7 If you abide
in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. & By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much
fruit; so you will be My disciples. ° “As the Father loved Me, | also have loved you; abide in My love. ¥ If you keep My commandments, you will
abide in My love, just as | have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love. ** “These things | have spoken to you, that My joy may
remain in you, and that your joy may be full.

I know the moment of my salvation, and that | am abiding, and therefore there is no doubt to me that | was born-
again at that moment. So now | claim and live in the security of Him.... And His promises. And all through the
scriptures, we see when it comes to God’s side of the gospel (predestined) we are eternally secure..... every time,
everywhere, even when | am messing up and return to him broken crying Abba Father..... He says....

1.Never Perish

Jesus said those who believe in Him will never perish:

My sheep hear My voice, and | know them and they follow Me. And | give them eternal life, and they shall never
perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand (John 10:27,28).

These verses could not be stronger. Those who trust Jesus will never perish. Jesus said nobody will take believers
out of His hand. This is because believers are securely held in the arms of God the Father.

2.Eternal Life
The Bible promises eternal life to all who believe in Christ. The most famous verse in the Bible says:



For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but
have everlasting life (John 3:16).

The promise of eternal life is not true if it can be lost. There is, however, nothing conditional stated in this promise.
If a person believes in Jesus they shall have everlasting life. Everlasting means forever.

3. Present Possession Of Believer

Those who believe in Jesus presently possess eternal life.

| tell you the truth, whoever hears My word and believes Him who sent Me has eternal life and will not be
condemned; he has crossed over from death to life (John 5:24).

Salvation, therefore, is not something that is far off in the future-it is a present possession of the believer.
Salvation is not looked upon as a day-to-day thing. We do not keep ourselves saved day after day. Scripture treats
our salvation as something that is secure forever.

Eternal Life Defined
Thus eternal life has already begun for the believer. The Bible defines eternal life as knowing Christ.

Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent (John
17:3).

4.Nothing Shall Separate

The Bible says nothing shall separate us from Christ.

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or
nakedness, or peril or sword . .. For | am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor
powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to
separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 8:35, 38,39).

This passage makes it clear that nothing shall separate Christ from those who have trusted Him. Nothing. This
includes the believer separating themselves from Christ.

5.Christ Remains Faithful
That is why | am suffering as | am. Yet | am not ashamed, because | know whom | have believed, and am convinced
that he is able to guard what | have entrusted to him for that day (2 Timothy 1:12).

The Apostle Paul stresses the fact that Christ is able to keep that which we have committed.

6.He Keeps Us From Falling
To Him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before His glorious presence without fault and with
great joy - (Jude 24).

The idea here is that He is the one who keeps us from falling, we are not keeping ourselves.

7.Kept By God's Power

The Bible says that we are kept by God's power, not our own.

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or
fade - kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that
is ready to be revealed in the last time (1 Peter 1:3-5).




8.We Have Been Glorified

The Bible already speaks of us as being glorified:

And those He predestined, He also called; those He called, He also justified; those He justified, He also glorified
(Romans 8:30).

9.1t Is A Gift

Salvation is a gift. A gift is often confused with something earned. No one can earn their salvation, it is God's gift to
us.

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest
anyone should boast (Ephesians 2:8,9).

It has been given to us by Christ, we had nothing to do with earning our own salvation.

10.We Are Joined To Christ

Once a person has been born again by the word and the Spirit of God he receives new life in Christ. God puts
Christ's righteousness on his account

For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him (2
Corinthians 5:21).

But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God-and righteousness and sanctification and
redemption (1 Corinthians 1:30).

11.Christ's Sacrifice Is Adequate
The sacrifice of Jesus Christ was adequate for our salvation.
For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified (Hebrews 10:14 ).

There is nothing that can be added or taken away from His sacrifice.

12.He Will Complete What He Started

The Bible says it is God's power that saves us:

being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus
Christ (Philippians 1:6).

He started the salvation process, He will finish it.

13.Kept By God's Power
Furthermore, that which keeps us saved is God's power, not our own.
who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time (1 Peter 1:5).

We did not save ourselves, we do not keep ourselves saved.

14.We Are A New Creation

We are identified with Christ as a new creation.

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, they are a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have
become new (2 Corinthians 5:17).

And raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus (Ephesians 2:6).

15. Christ Paid The Penalty Once

Jesus Christ has paid the penalty once and for all for sins. God will not demand payment for a second time. The
Bible says:

For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in
the body but made alive by the Spirit (1 Peter 3:18).




Since Christ has died for our sins we will never have to die for them.

Great is the Mystery of Godliness

And these things are deep. There's a place of vanishing point, | call it, where my mind really can't comprehend the
depths of these things. | just present them as the scripture say that they are. And I'll take what's spoken to the
young protege Timothy, great is the mystery of Godliness. And truly it is. There are some things here that are deep
beyond our understanding, but | know from the simplicity, it's as simple as this, God says, "I'll never leave you no
matter what. My seal is upon you. My Holy spirit is with you and in you. And you can bank on that regardless". So
when you think you've gone too far, when you think you've failed, and He'll never take you back. When you think
that, "That's it, He's done with me". He goes, "No, just remember my ring, my seal. Nothing you can do can
separate you from the love of God". And that's the most important thing that | can say about this right now, that |

can say for us. Enjoy that promise.

1 Timothy 3:14-16 (NKJV) ** These things | write to you, though | hope to come to you shortly; ¥ but if | am delayed, / write so that you may
know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth. '® And
without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifested in the flesh, Justified in the Spirit, Seen by angels, Preached among
the Gentiles, Believed on in the world, Received up in glory.

God Continually Stirring
| believe God is continually stirring us to live a life,
e thatis abiding,
e that examines oneself to live in purity
e that we will live in His marvelous grace continually
e that we will purpose, be determined, to a live a life that is pleasing to Him.

But Back Where | started — Are You His?

Now, | can go back to where | began and say, as a minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, what is most important is
the question, is the person saved in the first place, and if not, | need to pray for them, and tell them about their
need for a Savior. Then secondly if they have professed Christ at some point in their life, but now are saying they
reject the faith, and where that takes me is the same place again, | need to pray for them, and tell them about
their need for a Savior. That is what matters most regarding this topic.

Conclusion — Pray Believing

The Word of God in Our Hand Today

The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives.
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 2 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

In Every Study
e Who s God? (How Great is He?)
e  What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?)
e What Does He Want Me to Do?
e  What Can | Boldly Request of Him?
e What Do | Need to Be on Guard of When | Leave Here Today?
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do | might work in

you, and through you.
Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 1 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

End of Study



Ephesians 1:15-23
Title: Precision Prayer

Overview/Outline of the Book of Ephesians

We continue on our great adventure as we begin this study through the Book of Ephesians, chapter-by-chapter,
verse-by-verse, and sometimes word-by-word. This Book takes us into breathtaking views of the greatest Christian
doctrines and promises, and why it has been heralded the Swiss Alps of the New Testament.

The Book of Ephesians has a prebuilt outline to it:
e Doctrine (chapters 1-3)
e Duty (chapter 4-6)

Doctrine - is, “who is God”, “what has He done for us”, and “what does He think of us”.

Duty - is “what does He want us to do”, and “what can | ask of Him to do it (for He doesn’t ask us to do anything
that He will not help us, empower us, to accomplish it”. Along with that will come, “what we need to be on guard
of”.

****\We have to know who were re in Christ, the security of our position in Him, before we can walk victoriously,
and battle spiritually. ****

Regarding that, Ephesians has a most interesting and wonderful order to it in verb tenses such as, seated, walking,
and being steadfast.

e Chapter 2 —We are “Seated” with Christ in heaven

e Chapter 4 — We are called to “Walk” worthy of the calling

e  Chapter 6 — We are called to “Stand” against the enemy and his ways.
Ephesians 2:6-7 (NKJV) ¢ and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 that in the ages to come He
might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

Ephesians 4:1 (NKJV) ! |, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called,

Ephesians 6:14 (NKJV) ** Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness,

Doctrine & Duty - This outline is nothing new to us, as every time we open this Bible here at CCAAC, we always ask
these same 5 question. And...... apply what we learn, and what the Lord speaks to our heart as we study this
treasure....

Today’s Passage:

Ephesians 1:15-23 (NKJV) *> Therefore | also, after | heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the
saints, 1® do not cease to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers: ¥’ that the God of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, &
the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the
riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, *® and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us
who believe, according to the working of His mighty power ?° which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from
the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, ?* far above all principality and power and might
and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come. ?? And He put
all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, 2 which is His body, the fullness of
Him who fills all in all.

3P’s of the Passage (Title: Precision Prayer)

Person
e |saSaint
e |IsRich

e |s Heaven Bound



e [s Beautiful

Position
e His Inheritance
e His
Promise
e His Power
e His Wealth

Why it Matters to You

The Book of Ephesians is about all the spiritual riches available to the believer. Ephesians 1:3 the theme of the
whole book says, Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual
blessings in heavenly places in Christ: For the first fourteen verses the Apostle Paul talks about how we are "born
rich" when we trusted Christ. But he says that being born rich is not enough, for we must grow in our
understanding of our riches if we are ever going to use them to the glory of God. God desired that the Christians in
Ephesus understood what great wealth they had in Christ. After talking about Knowledge is Power through the
first 14 verses, Paul goes and starts to pray for them that they would seize this Knowledge and have the Power to

use in their daily walk. Two thousand years later, God desires the same for us here tonight.
Ephesians 1:3 (NKJV) 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly
places in Christ,

This isn't a Bible Study just to encourage you for today, but a powerful prayer for life. A prayer, that if you will pray
daily will change your life, and the life of those you commit to pray for. For this is a prayer that asks for God's
power to be supplied to your life and those you pray for. With God's power in your life, then there is nothing that
can keep you from "being the glory of God."

Do you want a ministry like Paul’s? Then follow his examples we see of him in the Bible — here we see him as a
man of prayer. Prayer is something we are all capable of doing. We may not be able to teach like Paul, evangelize
like Paul, but we can all pray like Paul. | believe that it is prayer first that equips us to do the rest. You can’t do
anything until you pray, but you can do anything after you pray. Do you want an abundant Christian life, then this
prayer is for you. Parents do you want to see your children living and walking for the Lord, pray this prayer daily
for them. Husbands and wives, do you want a marriage that glorifies God, then pray this prayer daily for your
partner

God seeks those who seek Him in Spirit and Truth.
In Ezekiel 22 God explains why He would bring judgement against Israel, because of their sin. God was also

sickened by Israel's wicked leader who led the people into sin.
(Ezekiel 22:30 NKJV) "So I sought for a man among them who would make a wall, and stand in the gap before Me on behalf of the land, that |
should not destroy it; but | found no one.

All God was looking for was someone to simply pray, but he found none. Can you pray? Can you? Can you stand in
the gap? Your voice matters in heaven. You can be a missionary in a dozen countries and never leave Baltimore.
You can heal the sick; snatch a sinner from hell's flames all without leaving your knees. Today God is still looking
for men and women to stand in the gap.

As you pray this for others a beautiful thing happens within you, God will move in your heart to do something
about it in their life. As we pray for others, God places a burden in our heart for the person we are praying for. As
we pray for them, God starts to form our mind with His mind, and we take on the mind of Christ and intercede for
them as Christ Himself does. We will be so moved we can't sit and idly watch; we have to be more involved in
their lives, it is impossible to truly pray for someone without becoming emotionally involved.

There are 4 main points in Paul’s prayer, we can use his outline and pray for each other (and ourselves). We hear
so much about the Prayer of Jabez, a great book if you ever get a chance to read it. Well here is a prayer of equal
power. When my mind can't focus, | go to these prayers in the Bible.



The 4 Prayer Points are:
1. That they will know God More. (v.17)
2. That they will know the Hope of His Calling (v.18)
3. That they will know they are His Inheritance (v.18)
4. That they will know the Power Available to them (v.19-23)

The Word of God in Our Hand Today

The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives.
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 2 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

In Every Study
e Who Is God? (How Great is He?)
e  What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?)
e What Does He Want Me to Do?
e What Can | Boldly Request of Him?
e What Do | Need to Be on Guard of When | Leave Here Today?
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do | might work in

you, and through you.
Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) ¢ Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

Ephesians 1:15 Therefore | also, after | heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints,
Ephesians 1:16 do not cease to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers:

Prays for Those Doing Well / Old Chinese Health Program

Notice this example also, for it is vitally important: See how Paul prays for the people who are doing well. after |
heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, these people were doing great, yet Paul still
prays for them. We tend to pray for the people who are not so well. Sick, depressed, unemployed troubled kids -
which is all-good to pray for; But Paul said after | heard how well you were doing | prayed for you.

For centuries the old Chinese health program. You paid doctors up front to keep you well. If you got ill, they had
to pay you back. If a person died of a preventable disease the doctor had to put a lantern outside the shop to
show how many he didn't keep well. We need to pray for each other while we are doing well, to keep us doing
well. Follow Paul, pray that God keeps the strong, strong. Satan saves his heavy artillery for the people who are
walking with the Lord and doing damage on the gates of hell. Parents pray this prayer every day for your kids,
husbands pray this for your wife, wives likewise. Get a prayer partner and each pray this prayer for each
other....and watch what happens........ or better yet, what doesn’t happen.

Prayer Point 1: That they will know God More. (v.17)
Ephesians 1:17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom
and revelation in the knowledge of Him,

See into Heart of God

Remember verse 8, Wisdom — is the knowledge that sees into the heart of things and know them as they really
are. God has given us superabundant wisdom, and now Paul prays that we will seize it. That we will see into the
heart of God and see Him of how He really is, that we would know Him more and more every day. Remember
verse 16 Paul said he does not cease making mention of you in his prayers.... he prays this daily.

Every believer needs to grow in the knowledge of God. A believer can't just be satisfied in knowing Him as their
Savior. Never settle for, "that will do." | come on Sunday.



Multimillionaire William Hearst

Multimillionaire William Hearst invested a fortune in art works from around the world. One day Mr. Hearst found
a description of some valuable artwork he felt he must have, so he sent his agent abroad to find it. After months
of searching the agent reported that he finally found it. They were in Mr. Hearst’s warehouse. Hearst had been
searching frantically for treasures he already owned. Had he read the catalog of his treasures; he would have
spared himself much trouble. The catalog of our treasures is right here at our fingertips, all we have to do is read
it.

We need to know Him deeper and more intimately every day. Ask this daily, and God will show you daily,
guaranteed He will answer this prayer We need to know Him as Father, Guide, and Friend. Too many times we
forget the simple fact, that He is our friend. Yes, we must reverence and respect Him for his Holiness, but He also
wants us to go with Him for walks, a hot fudge Sunday, and quiet drives to watch the leaves change. We build
friendships by spending quality time together.

Full Knowledge
Now the root of this word “knowledge” means super-knowledge, or full knowledge.

Paul is praying here for believers, the Holy Spirit is already dwelling in them, for they/we are sealed with the Holy
Spirit. Paulis praying that we will let the Spirit do His work in us. The Holy Spirit delights in His special work
opening up the things of Christ and revealing them to His saints. How does He do that, By giving insight into the
truth already revealed in the Word of God. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 — all Scripture is giving by the Holy Spirit:

(2 Timothy 3:16-17) All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.

That word “perfect” there in verse 17 means: complete, or perfect. All the full knowledge of God can be found in
the Scriptures. Paul doesn't pray for them to kick bad habits or entangling sins, He prays that they will know Him
more. As we know God more, those things know us less, for we are too busy fellowshipping with Him, to be
bothered by the cares of this world.

When studied and preached simply and purely, verse by verse, book by book, the Bible can change lives and
transform history.

(Isa 28:9-10 KJV) Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine? them that
are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts. For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept;
line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little:

If you need proof on the power of verse by verse studying, just ask Ulrich Zwingli.

Ulrich Zwingli was born on January 1, 1484, in a Swiss shepherd’s cottage in the Alps. His parents instilled in him a love for God. The
young man proved a brilliant student and following a brief stint as a schoolteacher he entered the priesthood. For ten years he labored in the
village of Glarus, and there he began corresponding with the famous Greek scholar Erasmus.

The Swiss church was bubbling with corruption during this time. In 1516, when Zwingli moved to the city of Einsiedeln, he, too, was
struggling hard with sin. In his new village, the young priest fell into an intimate relationship with the barber’s daughter. But it was also in
Einsiedeln that he borrowed a copy of Erasmus’s newly published Greek New Testament. Zwingli copied it. Carrying it everywhere, he pored
over it continually and scribbled notes in the margins and memorized it. The pure Scripture began doing its work, and Zwingli’s life and
preaching took on new vigor. Soon he was invited to Zurich as chief preacher in the cathedral.

He arrived on December 27, 1518, and began his duties on his thirty-sixth birthday, January 1, 1519, with a shock. He announced
that he would break a thousand years of tradition by abandoning the church liturgy and the weekly readings as a basis for his sermons. Instead,
he would teach verse-by-verse through the New Testament, beginning immediately. He proceeded to preach that day from Matthew 1 on the
genealogy of Christ. Such preaching was radical in its day, but the city of Zurich loved it. Zwingli’s concern for the city’s youth, his courage
during the plague, and his cheerful temper dispelled initial doubts about his reformation ideas. Later, when opposition arose, Zurich’s City
Council and 600 other interested citizens gathered to evaluate his actions. The assembly (the First Zurich Disputation, 1523) affirmed Zwingli
and encouraged his work. Lives were changed; history was made. The Swiss Reformation had begun.

Pray for yourself and others that daily: Pray they will fall in love with the Word, and That they will know God
More. Pray that a Reformation will start in their heart.



Prayer Point 2: That they will know the Hope of His Calling (v.18)
Ephesians 1:18 the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His
calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints,

EYES: Buenos Aires, Argentina. An 86-year-old blind women held off four thieves with a stick yesterday when they
broke into the house where she lives alone in a small Argentine town. One of the men tried to attack Julia Castillo
after smashing in the door of her house before dawn. But she fought back with her stick and made so much noise
that neighbors awoke and called police. The buglers were arrested. There is more to seeing than meets the eyes.
God calls us to look past what we see immediately in front us physically, but to look forward to what is coming.

The believer's hope is of course is that we are heaven bound
(John 14:2 KJV) In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, | would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.

But God wants us to live for heaven today, and not wait until we die or are raptured. Once your eyes have been
opened and you are enlightened to the fact that you are already seated in heaven; you will be able to clearly see
God's plan for your life, His power, and the person of God.

When people have revelation in their heart that they are going to heaven, you won't have to preach to them about
being worldly or entangled in habitual sin. People won’t be striving to get a faster car, bigger bank account, or any
of those other things. You won't have to preach about service because it will come naturally to them.

If you are living for heaven, you will have peace and contentment in your heart. If you are living for this life you
will not have contentment, it will always be just as soon as | get a new job, graduate High school or college, or
move here, or get out of this relationship, or into a new relationship. It is a lie because once you get there, you will
want more. If you have a heavenly perspective, then you will be comforted with what you have.

This word “know” used here in verse 18 (Gk “eido”)” comes from the Greek root word: optanomai, op-tan'-om-
ahee; which means to gaze (i.e. with wide-open eyes, as at something remarkable; and thus differing from G991,
which denotes simply voluntary observation; and from G1492, which expresses merely mechanical, passive or
casual vision; and G4648 a watching from a distance).

It means to experience first-hand, jump in there and see and feel for yourself.

Betsy Ten Boom had it right. She and her sister were put into a Nazi concentration camp for helping the Jews
escape persecution in Holland during WWII. While in prison she was a faithful witness for Christ even in the midst
of the horrible holocaust going on around her. She held Bible studies in the camp and led many people to the
Lord. What stands out most about her to me is what a fellow prisoner said about her. She said Betsy talked about
heaven, like she had already been there.

We have been called out of darkness into His marvelous light:
(1 Pet 2:9 NKJV) But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises
of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;

We have been called to His eternal glory:
(1 Pet 5:10 NKJV) But may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while, perfect,
establish, strengthen, and settle you.

Some callings offer no hope, but for Christians hope (elpis, el-pece)' means; from a prim. elpo (to anticipate,
usually with pleasure); expectation, or confidence, The word carries with it the assurance for the future. We know
it is coming, and we anticipate it with great pleasure.

The hope that belongs to our calling should be a dynamic force in our lives,
e encouraging us to be pure (1 John 2:28-3:3),



e obedient (Hebrews 13:17),
e and faithful (Luke 12:42-48).
The fact that we shall one day see Christ and be like Him should motivate us to live like Christ today.

The Hope of “His calling” is quite possibly the number one failure of Christians.
How do we get to that point and stay there? We have to keep our focus.

Put this in the forefront of your mind every day, and watch how when the things of the world come-up against
you, you will say, "it's not worth it, He is coming back, there isn't much time." | say if Jesus doesn't come back
today, then He is coming back tomorrow; and if you ask me tomorrow, I'll tell ya the same thing.

(Hebrews 12:1-2 NKJV) Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay
aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set
before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured
the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

On the sixth day of the ill-fated mission of Apollo 13, the astronauts needed to make a critical course correction. If
they failed, they might never return to earth. To conserve power, they shut down the inboard computer that
steered the craft. Yet the astronauts needed to conduct a thirty-nine second burn of the main engines. How to
steer for that long? Jim Lovell, the commander, determined that if they could keep a fixed point in space in view
through their tiny window, they could steer the craft manually. That focal point turned out to be their destination
- Earth. For 39 agonizing seconds, Lovell focused on keeping the earth in view. By not losing sight of that
reference point, the three astronauts avoided disaster. Hebrews 12:2 reminds us that to finish your life mission
successfully, Fix your eyes on Jesus.

Need a little help fixing your eyes on Jesus? Look at the prophetic signs. Folks, the Lord’s return is soon. The clock
is ready to strike midnight, the trumpet is polished, Jesus is driving the final nails on your mansion, and He is
changing into His — “I got family coming over clothes.”

When the hard times come, remember the hope of your calling. Hard times will make you look forward to the
hope of your calling.

Pray for yourself and others that daily: That they will know the Hope of their Calling.

1. That they will know God More. (v.17)
2. That they will know the Hope of His Calling (v.18)

Prayer Point 3: That they will know they are His Inheritance (v.18)
Ephesians 1:18 the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His
calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints,

Notice the structure of this sentence - "the glory of "HIS" inheritance in the saints". Not only do we have an
inheritance, verse 14, but Christ considers us (the saints) "HIS" inheritance. An inheritance is something of value
and wealth.

God's plan isn't just to get us into heaven, but that we are "His Inheritance", His prize, His joy, His treasure.

(Matt 13:44) Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which when a man hath found,
he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field

(Matt 13:45) Again the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking beautiful pearls, who when he found one
pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had and bought it.



God considers us His treasures. God has invested in us, and considers us part of His great "riches". See that in
verse 18b, the riches of the glory - of His inheritance. You are valuable to God, a treasure, don't treat His treasure
like a common item, or worse some piece of junk. When a person sees himself or herself as the treasure of God
they are, they will be disgusted with the thought of polluting it with pornography, fornication, drugs, and those
types of things.

You young ladies, trading sex for companionship, you are too precious to God for that. You men sticking drugs in
your body, you are a pawn in Satan’s game.

We have all suffered defeats in our lives, set backs, sometimes the same defeat over and over again, and we begin
to lose focus on the big picture, the Great Victory. And when you do fail, and satan comes to tell you that you are
a piece of trash and unworthy of God's acceptance. Rebuke him, and say | may have fallen, but failure is only
complete if | quit, | am God's treasure, and | will turn from this sin and live unto my Savior like the inheritance | am.

(Exo 19:4-5) You have seen what | did to the Egyptians, and how | bore you on eagles' wings and brought you to
myself. Now therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession out of all
the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine,

When she was young, Queen Victoria was shielded from the fact that she would be the next ruling monarch of
England lest this knowledge spoil her. When her teacher finally did let her discover for herself that she would one
day be Queen of England, Victoria’s response was, “Then | will be good!” Her life would be controlled by her
position. No matter where she was, Victoria was governed by the fact that she sat on the throne of England.

Know that we are His Treasure should lead the believer into a life of dedication and devotion to the Lord.
Pray for yourself and others that daily: That they will know they are His Inheritance.

1. That they will know God More. (v.17)
2. That they will know the Hope of His Calling (v.18)
3. That they will know they are His Inheritance (v.18)

Prayer Point 4: That they will know the Power Available to them (v.19-23)

Ephesians 1:19 and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the
working of His mighty power

Ephesians 1:20 which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand
in the heavenly places,

Ephesians 1:21 far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not
only in this age but also in that which is to come.

Ephesians 1:22 And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church,
Ephesians 1:23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.

Paul wants you to see what you already have — “born rich”. He wants you to see all the power that is available for
you to claim the riches in Christ. He doesn't pray that people will be broken of their lust, anger, profanity, alcohol,
etc; instead he prays that they will see the power available to them. When you see all the power available to you,
then you will have all that you need to overcome these things in your life.

How much power do we have? As much power, as God used to raise Jesus from the dead, is available for us today.
(Ephesians 1:19 NKJV) and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the
working of His mighty power

(Ephesians 1:20 NKJV) which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right
hand in the heavenly places,



A sin that continually ensnares us is bondage, it is like a coffin. It robs us of the full joy God intends for us, it
impacts our family life and church life.....it takes life away. God says | released Jesus from the tomb, and | can
release you from your tomb, whatever it is that is stealing life from you.

Look at the 3-Fold Power of God:
1. Power of the Resurrected Christ. Verse 20
2. Power of the Ascended Christ. Verse 20b
3. Power of the Dominating Christ. Verse 21

(Ephesians 1:20 NKJV) - (Resurrected — R) - which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead
(Ephesians 1:20 NKJV) - (Ascended — A) - and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places,

(Ephesians 1:21 NKJV) - (Dominating — D) - far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and every
name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come.

Remember these three things in hard times. Resurrected — R, Ascended — A, Dominating — D. RAD

IF you see the power in you, then nothing can overpower you and defeat you. If you are in bondage to anything it
is not that you need more power, but that you failed to use the power already available to you. You don't need a
program, you need the person — Jesus Christ

The riches can only be claimed on the strength of His power. Satan is countering always and has greater power
than you to keep you from the riches, but not the power that Jesus has to give you all these riches. When the
temptation comes, we have to cry out to the Lord, give me the same power to overcome this as you used to raise
Jesus from the dead.

Remember, The Christian really operates in two spheres: the human and the divine, the visible and the invisible.
Physically, we are on the earth in a human body, but spiritually we are seated with Christ in the heavenly sphere—
and it is this heavenly sphere that provides the power and direction for the earthly walk. The President of the
United States is not always seated at his desk in the White House, but that executive chair represents the sphere of
his life and power. No matter where he is, he is the President, because only he has the privilege of sitting at that
desk. Likewise, with the Christian: no matter where he may be on this earth, he is seated in the heavenlies with
Jesus Christ, and this is the basis of his life and power

How dominating is this power? God has put all things

(Ephesians 1:22 NKJV) And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the
church,

(Ephesians 1:23 NKJV) which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.

How dominating is this power? God has put all things — what kind of things? Meanness, depression, addiction,
laziness, gossip, bad relationships, pornography, Satan’s dominions and principalities....All things, do you get it? All
are under His feet, the person, Jesus Christ.

In Revelation 1:15 it says Jesus' feet are like fine brass. Brass throughout the Scriptures signifies judgement. So
everything under Jesus' feet has been judged. Lets see what he has judged and conquered.
Revelation 1:15 (NKJV) *° His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, and His voice as the sound of many waters;

(Psalm 110:1 NKJV) 'The LORD said to my Lord, "Sit at My right hand, Till | make Your enemies Your footstool"'.

Who is Jesus' enemy?
(1 Corinthians 15:25-26 NKJV) For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet.
The last enemy that will be destroyed is death.

What else has Jesus' conquered?



(Colossians 2:14-17 NKJV) having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken
it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.

Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it. So let no one judge you in food or in
drink, or regarding a festival or a new moon or Sabbaths, which are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ.

Jesus has conquered sin and death, and defeated Satan. He is victorious. Also note that it says that Jesus is the

Head of the church.
(Revelation 14:14 NKJV) Then | looked, and behold, a white cloud, and on the cloud sat One like the Son of Man, having on His head a golden
crown, and in His hand a sharp sickle.

The crown on Jesus' head | suggest to you is a crown of victory. Under His feet are the spoils of victory, on his head
is the crown of victory. Where are we? We are above his feet, not to be judged, and under his head enjoying His
victory.

Pray for yourself and others that daily: That they will know the Power Available to them.

Conclusion:

How do you apply all this to your life? Always know this. We are fighting from Victory, not to victory. The battle is
over, Jesus won the battle on the cross. Maybe you have failed in that you started to drink again, or you fall into
sexual sin - you are not defeated, just a temporary set-back, victory is yours to be claimed over it. Maybe you have
been diagnosed with a terminal disease, Jesus has defeated death, you will reign with Him in glory.

Pray in Victory, Lord you have all the power to do all these things in mine and our life:
1. That they will know God More. (v.17)

That they will know the Hope of His Calling (v.18)

That they will know they are His Inheritance (v.18)

That they will know the Power Available to them (v.19-23)

sON

(Luke 18:1 KJV) And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to pray, and not to faint;

Christian don’t faint or tire in your prayers. | know at times it seems like they are bouncing off the ceiling and
falling to the ground, it is times like that you need to continue through. We think it is hopeless, and then we tire
and quit...ultimately, we slowly start to lose our heavenly perspective. The days we live are hard times. Planes
flying into buildings, war, and anthrax — remember to keep the hope of your calling, keep your eyes fixed on Jesus
and heaven to come.

1982 the University of Wisconsin Badgers were hosting the Michigan State Spartans. 60,000 fans came to watch
the badgers win. It didn't take long for the crowd to see that the Badgers weren't going to win as the Spartans
started to rout the Badgers early in the game. The game went from bad to worse for the badgers.

But as the game progress the fans started to get happier and happier. Every now and then they would break out
into a loud cheer, even as their team was getting trounced. The coaches were scratching their heads, they said
we're playing terrible, yet they continue to cheer louder and louder.

The reason was, because 70 miles away, in Milwaukee, at Brewers stadium, the Milwaukee Brewers were cleaning
up on the St Louis Cardinals in Game 3 of the 1982 World Series. So all the people at the Badgers game had their
Walkman on, their headphones plugged in, they were watching the baseball score up on the Scoreboard. As they
watched the Brewers whoop up on the Cardinals, they were getting happier and happier.

The football game was painful to watch, but the baseball game was a joy. You know the problem with the
Christian community today is that we have taken out our earphones, turned off our Walkman, tuned out our
radios, and quit looking at the scoreboard. We are no longer tuned into the game that really matters. The game
that really matters isn't here in America, our bank accounts, and our jobs. The game that really matters is in
heaven, and God has already won it, and He continues to win because He is fighting from victory. Christian we are



fighting from victory. The score is getting better and better every day. The game may be painful, but the thing
that matters is that our citizenship is in heaven, so let us set our minds on the things that are above.

3P’s of the Passage (Title: Precision Prayer)

Person
e |saSaint
e |IsRich

e |s Heaven Bound
e |s Beautiful

Position
e His Inheritance
e His
Promise
e His Power
e His Wealth

The Word of God in Our Hand Today

The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives.
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) *? For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

In Every Study
Who Is God? (How Great is He?)
What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?)
What Does He Want Me to Do?
What Can | Boldly Request of Him?
e What Do | Need to Be on Guard of When | Leave Here Today?
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do | might work in

you, and through you.
Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 1 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

End of Study



Chapter 2
Ephesians 2:1-7
Title: Our Past, Present, and Future (Amazing)

Overview/Outline of the Book of Ephesians

We continue on our great adventure as we begin this study through the Book of Ephesians, chapter-by-chapter,
verse-by-verse, and sometimes word-by-word. This Book takes us into breathtaking views of the greatest Christian
doctrines and promises, and why it has been heralded the Swiss Alps of the New Testament.

The Book of Ephesians has a prebuilt outline to it:
e Doctrine (chapters 1-3)
e Duty (chapter 4-6)

Doctrine - is, “who is God”, “what has He done for us”, and “what does He think of us”.

Duty - is “what does He want us to do”, and “what can | ask of Him to do it (for He doesn’t ask us to do anything
that He will not help us, empower us, to accomplish it”. Along with that will come, “what we need to be on guard
of”.

****\We have to know who were re in Christ, the security of our position in Him, before we can walk victoriously,
and battle spiritually. ****

Regarding that, Ephesians has a most interesting and wonderful order to it in verb tenses such as, seated, walking,
and being steadfast.

e Chapter 2 —We are “Seated” with Christ in heaven

e Chapter 4 — We are called to “Walk” worthy of the calling

e  Chapter 6 — We are called to “Stand” against the enemy and his ways.
Ephesians 2:6-7 (NKJV) ¢ and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 that in the ages to come He
might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

Ephesians 4:1 (NKJV) ! |, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called,

Ephesians 6:14 (NKJV) ** Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness,

Doctrine & Duty - This outline is nothing new to us, as every time we open this Bible here at CCAAC, we always ask
these same 5 question. And...... apply what we learn, and what the Lord speaks to our heart as we study this
treasure....

Today’s Passage:

Ephesians 2:1-7 (NKJV) ! And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, 2 in which you once
walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now
works in the sons of disobedience, 3> among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh,
fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others. * But
God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, ®> even when we were dead in
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), ® and raised us up together, and
made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding
riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

3P’s of the Passage
Person

e Is made alive, they are no longer dead in sin.
e Has anew walk, and is set free.
e Isloved by God.

Position



e Alive together with Christ.
e Raised up together with each other (meaning the other saints)
e Seated in Heavenly places in Christ,
e Saved by Grace
Promise
e Saved by Grace (not our performance).
e Receives the riches of His Grace
e Receives the riches of his Mercy

Why it Matters to You

Why does this passage matter to you? Why spend an hour of your time to hear this, to study this, to come here
when you could be elsewhere? Because God, the Author of these words..... wants you to know your past has been
washed away by His finished work on the cross! That your present is empowered to overcome..... by Him, because
you are raised and seated with Him, raised to life. And, your future (which includes today and all eternity) He will
spend it showing you His kindness and mercy..... now those are words that can change a life “today”, regardless
who you are, how long you have known Him, or maybe still searching for answers of who He is, is He real, and does
He want to have a personal relationship with you..... to which He answers you today that He does.

The Word of God in Our Hand Today

The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives.
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 2 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

In Every Study
e Who Is God? (How Great is He?)
What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?)
e What Does He Want Me to Do?
e What Can | Boldly Request of Him?
e What Do | Need to Be on Guard of When | Leave Here Today?
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do | might work in

you, and through you.
Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) ¢ Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

Ephesians 2:1 And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins,

Made Alive — But Some only Merely Exist
Made alive - Some people merely exist because they don't know true life and living. It is found in one place, and
one place only, in Christ.

Even Scholars Struggle / Simply No Trespassing Sign

Verse one, even Bible scholars struggle and debate over what is the difference of sin and trespass and | don't think
it's that much of a debate. Sin simply means to miss the mark, as in shooting an arrow at a bullseye target, and if
you missed the bullseye, it would be said you sinned. God has a holy law, His commandments, and if you missed
keeping one of them you sinned. Now regarding trespass, Genesis 3 gives us a clear indication of what a trespass
is, as we know that sin means to miss the mark, but trespass adds another layer of identification into that. And
what we see in Genesis three was there was a sign posted, if you would, outside that tree that says no trespassing.
And yet Adam and Eve chose to disobey the sign that God had given them that says, "You shall not eat of this
tree." And so what we know, a trespass is it is to disobey the word of God. It's not just disobeying and breaking the
commandments and the law. It is the disobedience to the very word of God where a person says, "l see the sign, |
know what the sign says, | know what it means, but I'm choosing to jump the fence and break this boundary that
God has put up where he said, 'No trespassing.'



Genesis 2:15-17 (NKJV) *> Then the LorD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to tend and keep it. 1° And the LorD God
commanded the man, saying, “Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; ¥’ but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not
eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”

Pastor John Duncan

I'm reminded of one of the Bible teachers | had in Bible College. His name was John Dunkin. He was an old hippie
from the 70s, got saved in the Jesus movement and even at 60 he was still just a cool dude, long hair, and the
whole hippie look still going on. But let me tell you, what a Bible teacher. Amazing Bible teacher. Just what a man
of God that he had, and | know I'm digressing, but his wife was just like him with their adventure of life and
enjoying life and being saved. And tragically in her later years, she was stricken with a debilitating disease that left
her immobile, but she didn't want to stop living in life. And | remember him telling the story that they would go
surfing and he would lay her on the front of the surfboard and he would surf the board standing up and they
would catch big waves and ride it out, and she would be screaming and laughing all the way, and the joy that they
had as a husband and wife and just what a beautiful picture that is.

But again, as | was saying, what a great Bible teacher. And | remember him telling the story and it's applicable for
us today in that when he was recently saved in the Jesus movement living on in California, and there was a bunch
of them recently saved living out in California in a hippie house and they got jobs on this orange orchard ranch and
their job was to pick the oranges. And the owner took them around and said to everybody, "Here, you pick these
rows. Here's how you do this. You put them here and et cetera, et cetera." But then they came to this one orange
tree that had a fence around it to which the owner said, "So pick all these oranges that you want and help yourself
to as much as you want to eat while you're working, but do not touch these oranges inside this fence or pick them
because we are doing a special test on genetic cross seeding and to see if we can get a better tasting orange. And
therefore this is off limit. Do not touch."

So it wasn't long after you have a bunch of young hippie kids, when the owner's gone, they look at that tree and
they said, "l wonder what that orange tastes like." So John said he jumped the fence, picked an orange, brought it
back, opened it up, peeled it off and gave a piece to everybody and they were all eating it together. And then John
stopped and he looked at them all and he goes, "Guys, we just did it again, didn't we?"

And | think you can see how applicable that is even when God says what is clearly do not touch, do not enter,
hands off, do not jump the fence, no trespassing. There's something in our nature that says, "I'm going to," and
that's what trespass means.

Spiritual Death / Must Be Born Again

Verse one is spiritual death, which is separation from God. And then when there's a spiritual death plus the actual
physical death, that's going to be the eternal death, and hence why Jesus said in John 3:3, "Unless a man be born
again, he cannot enter the kingdom of God." We must be born again out of this spiritual death and made alive as
it's spoken here in this passage, and the gospel given to us that though we were dead in our trespasses and sin,
those things have been washed away through the blood of Jesus and we have been made alive. That's what being
born again is, to be born spiritually.

And if you do not know what that word means, to be born again, if you hear it and you think it's a fanatical
statement, it was the statement made by Jesus himself in John 3:3. And if you don't know what born again means,
then it probably means that you're not born again, and it's something that you need to look at and ask, why don't |

know what born again means? Because you must be born again, Jesus said, to enter into the kingdom of God.
John 3:3 (NKJV) 3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, | say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”



Ephesians 2:2 in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the
power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience,

Verse 2 — Unlocks Verse 1

Verse two. So verse two unlocks verse one. It says that we're made alive. Verse one by itself. We can say, "Okay,
that's nice. | see, we've been made alive," until you read verse two (and three) and see what life was before he
made us alive. We're given two things. We walked according to the course of the world and we walked according
to the prince and power of the air, and that's Satan. And so this is what we've been made alive from and, oh, the
joy of being made alive.

Course of World = World Standards

Verse two: the course of the world means the world's standards and the world's value. And we studied the
prophecy update last week and we see all that man's values and the world's values get, we got a mess in this world
and we can all say yes to that. While the world's standard is self-centered, it's not God-centered, and that's what's
being spoke here, the course of the world. It's about being self-centered, not God-centered.

And Satan is at work to influence the world and to want people to be self-standard, self-centered to make that
their standard and their value. And anytime someone is all about themselves, then everything will always be about
themselves.

Its Good News - Tell it as So — We are Made Alive

It's the Gospel means good news and sometimes pastors and just people, we don't present the Gospel as good
news. It's good news. We've been set free, we've been made alive. We've been given not just abundant life, but
eternal abundant life. And when we look back at what we've been set free from that should make us say even
more, "Oh, what good news it is."

Satan’s Radio Station

How fitting it is when it says Satan is the prince and power the air. | do liken it to that place of Satan has his own
radio station (66.6), if you would, and he's sending out his signal and it's going throughout the whole world. And
man can choose the dial into a station or to dial into Jesus' station (77.7). And so the devil, he's sending out his
signal and whoever decides to dial into it and receive it, they're the ones who become influenced by it. And | think
it's just real simple for us as Christians. You know what? Just don't dial in. Just tune it out and then really replace it
with dial in to Jesus, and life is going to be great, it's going to be mighty.

Meander / Devil wants You to Succeed in Flesh / Movie God’s Not Dead

Verse Two: That word walked is better translated meander. It means to be tossed to and for, and people so much
they think they're the captain of their destiny, but no man is. Every man is under the influence. That'd be the Lord
or the Prince in power of the air. And let me just say this to anyone who it applies for" don't think the devil isn't all
for your business venture to succeed. And don't think the devil isn't all hoping and doing what he can to make your
flesh be fulfilled to your desires. Because he knows what that brings and he knows where that leads. He leads
away from the Lord, and it continues to drive people away.

I'm reminded of the movie, God's Not Dead, maybe you remember it. The woman who loved the Lord with all of
her heart, she has dementia and she's in an assisted living. And her son comes who's a high roller, her son comes,
he's got it all, bigwig on Wall Street driving the fancy car, got the cool hair, and the fancy expensive suit, and he
comes to visit her and her mind is disconnected, and he's sitting off to the side and he's just looking at her like,
what a shell of a person you once were. And if you remember the movie, he's looking at her in the darkness of the
scene and he says, "You were the nicest person on the earth. I'm the meanest, and there you sit in your dementia,
and here | sit. My life's perfect. | have it all."

In the movie so wonderfully, she comes out of the dementia for a moment. She looks at him and she says, the devil
loves to put a nice cushiony prison cell together with all the wonderful things in it. The man becomes comfortable
in it and he doesn't want to leave, but then a day comes when he tries to leave, he can't, because he finds that the



door has been shut and the cell is locked and the person is trapped within. And the young son just stares in
amazement at what has just been said. Then the woman transcends back into dementia and says to him, "I'm

sorry, what was your name again?"

Mark:

You prayed and believed your whole life. Never done anything wrong. And here you are. You're the nicest person | know. | am the meanest. You
have dementia. My life is perfect. Explain that to me!

Mina's Mother:

Sometimes the devil allows people to live a life free of trouble because he doesn't want them turning to God. Their sin is like a jail cell, except it is
all nice and comfy and there doesn't seem to be any reason to leave. The door's wide open. Till one day, time runs out, and the cell door slams
shut, and suddenly it's too late.

Ephesians 2:3 among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of
the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others.

Conducted Lust of Flesh / As a Man Thinks — Not the Body Craves / Mind Produces the Craving

Verse three says, "The resultant of verse two is that we conducted ourselves in the course of the world." That is,
"We conducted ourselves with the lust of the flesh," it says, "with the fulfilling of the desires of the flesh and the
mind." And the scriptures are clear that as a man thinks, therefore he is. And we so often think that it's our flesh
that is leading us. It's our appetite. It's that addiction that's leading us, but it's all right there. It's the mind and then
what the mind determines the body follows. And so the battle is truly in the mind, the battle isn't in any other part
of our body regardless of what the world's culture is trying to say about certain things such as that my body is
screaming out for this drug or this physical pleasure. That's not true at all, and that's purposed by Satan, the prince
and power of the air, to send out a false signal so that man starts trying to battle things in the wrong approach.
Man tries to battle things from the physical flesh, body level and what needs to be battled is in the mind, and then

of course that mind needs to be changed.
Proverbs 23:7 (NKJV) 7 For as he thinks in his heart, so is he. “Eat and drink!” he says to you, But his heart is not with you.

2 Corinthians 10:5 (NKJV) ° casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every
thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ,

Cycle — Sowing a Thought and Reaping a Destiny

There's a cycle that is spoken through the scripture of, as a man thinks on it, then his actions follow it, and then
once the action follows it, a habit is established, and once a habit is established, a lifestyle is made. And simply, if
we stop and cut it off at the thought level, then the habit and the lifestyle never come in and get footing.

“Sow a thought, reap an action; sow an action, reap a habit; sow a habit, reap a character; sow a character, reap a
destiny.”

James 1:12-15 (NKJV) *? Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the
Lord has promised to those who love Him. *3 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor
does He Himself tempt anyone. ** But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. ** Then, when desire has
conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death.

Change Way Think / Change Way Live / Queen Victoria — The Twice Governor
And so Ephesians is a call to change the way we think, a call to live, like our position. And we studied that in earlier
chapters,

e When she was young, Queen Victoria was shielded from the fact that she would be the next ruling
monarch of England lest this knowledge spoil her. When her teacher finally did let her discover for herself
that she would one day be Queen of England, Victoria’s response was, “Then | will be good!” Her life
would be controlled by her position. No matter where she was, Victoria was governed by the fact that she
sat on the throne of England.

e Atrue story from way back. A man grew up as the son of the town prostitute. The town joke was him;
they would say, "who does he look like? They would not allow him in the stores or on the walkway. He
started to go to go to church, and he met the Pastor. The Pastor said, "you know who you look like? And
the man thought to himself, the last person | expected it from was the Pastor. Pastor said, "you look like
the son of God, go claim your inheritance." He was two times elected governor of his state.



e We are all created in God’s image, but it is not until we are adopted will there be a family resemblance.

So | challenge you today to change the way you think, to live like you're called. | remind you of the four points of
our last study and | want to remind you again to change the way you're thinking in that you're his inheritance. We
have an inheritance, as we studied in verse three, we have a spiritual inheritance, but we can forget that the
scripture also said, as we finished last week's study, that we are his inheritance. God considers us his inheritance
and an inheritance is something of wealth, of value. It's something that someone says, "l can't believe | received
this. This gift is amazing. | cherish it. What a wondrous thing." You're God's gift and you're of great wealth and
you're of great value then.

1. That they will know God More. (v.17)

2. That they will know the Hope of His Calling (v.18)

3. That they will know they are His Inheritance (v.18)

4 That they will know the Power Available to them (v.19-23)

God wants us to change the way we think. Man doesn't have to live on lower plane described there in Verses One
and Three, but the higher level life made possible through Jesus Christ and in Jesus Christ, and as promised in

Ephesians 1:19 and 1:20. That the same power that rose Jesus from the grave is available for us today.
Ephesians 1:19-20 (NKJV) ° and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the working of His mighty
power ?° which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places,

Children of Wrath

And then the third point is that we're called children of wrath in verse three here. And that wrath was what was
due onto us. Some Bible commentators believe this reference to, just as others, Paul is referencing that he and the
Jewish people were and making that linking that he was like that but now he's saved and he's making the point of
Jew and Gentile. And that is very possible but at the very basis of it, it is true because both Jew and Gentile are in
the same place. Neither were separated from this need for a Savior.

The children of wrath means the penalty for being as such that we just were described, the sin that breaks God's
commandments, the trespasses that go against His word that we go against. We have the gospel here very clearly
spoken to us, man has broken God's law, trespassed, he's separated from God. The penalty for breaking law is the
wrath of God, death, eternal separation, for being guilty just as if we broke man's law there's a penalty to pay, so
too breaking God's law, there's a penalty to pay. But there is a Verse Four that says, But God. And then begins the
good news of Jesus Christ, taking the punishment, trading places, being the substitution that he takes our

punishment so that we can become sons and daughters.
Romans 6:23 (NKJV) % For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Just as Others — Does our Heart Burn for Those who are Dead in Christ

Verse three. Just as the others, it says, "The world is led by the prince and power of the world. And so here we are
reading that we were just like that. And | think there's something to be remembered about that of where we were
brought from by God's grace, but also that there are still people who are captive in that place. And so they have
this wrath and this judgment that is upon them, and as we look at the riches and the greatness that has given to
us, we should be looking on to them and going, "But this is what they're missing. This is what they are in bondage
to." And | pray that it would stir our hearts to start rescue missions to go save and rescue people from this.

Ephesians 2:4 But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,

BUT GOD
You know, Christian, | think too often our language falls so far short in the way we speak and the way we think.
Some of the most powerful passages in the Bible are simply two words, "But God." And | think we should put that
into our vocabulary. I've purpose in my mind and my heart, in 2020 I'm going to be saying these two words more
so than I've said it combined in my whole 25 years of walking with the Lord. And that are those two words, "But
God."

e So when I say, or when someone says | failed, the answer is, "But God."



e When we say, "The world is getting darker," we say, "But God," and then we fill in the blank. But God is
light, God is victorious.

° "I failed," we say, "But God, who is rich in Mercy, forgives us and restores us."

e When people say, "My marriage is struggling," the two words that follow after that is, "But God." He is
able to put that marriage back together and make it strong.

e And when someone says, "I'm depressed," the two words that follow are "But God, He is the one who is
able to be the lifter of our soul and our heart and our mind."

e When someone says, "This thing is too strong to me," the next two words that we should speak is, "But
God, He has overcome, and He is the victor and will bring you victory."

e SoI'm going to put those two words in my vocabulary, and | hope you will too.

Definition of Mercy and Grace
Verse Four:

e  Mercy - means not getting what you deserve.

e Grace - means getting what you don't deserve.
Do you see the difference? We deserve punishment, but Mercy says | won't give that to you. Grace is getting what
you don't deserve and earned and we get salvation and we get love. We didn't earn it but God gives it. That's what
Grace does, it gives us something that we didn't earn, that we didn't have to perform, and Mercy keeps us from
getting the wrath that we deserve. And Oh, the beauty of these two words, the Mercy of God is best described as
love in action, and that's what we see here in our passage before us today.

Definition Mercy given in Verses 4-5 / Mercy based on Love

Verse four says, "Rich in mercy," and we're given the definition of what rich and mercy is by verses four and five.
Mercy loves, God's mercy loves, even when we were dead in sin. Mercy brings and gives life in Christ we read, and
that life in Christ is not just any life, it's John 10:10, it's an abundant life, it's a rich life, it's an overflowing life. And
we read mercy saves by grace. And we read, grace is based on mercy. And we read mercy is based on love, the love

of God. Because of his love, mercy and grace are secured is what we read here in verse four.
John 10:10 (NKJV) ° The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. | have come that they may have life, and that they may
have it more abundantly.

Ephesians 2:5 even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have
been saved),

It is How God Operates

Verse five: Mercy is a gift as much as Grace, and it's all based on love. Grace is how God operates. God doesn't
manifest acts of Mercy because we deserve it, it's because it's love in action. Grace and Mercy both come out of
the nature of God. God is love, First John 4:8. When we settle that God is love, then we settle the way he will
operate, and His actions are Grace and Mercy, because it stems from His very nature and being.

Saved — Perfect Tense

Verse five says, "You have been saved." This is in the perfect tense, meaning having been saved, and the verb
tense is "shown complete action with continuous results". You having been saved, it's a past tense word but has a
continual action with it, meaning it's eternal, the saving and the salvation is eternal based on Christ.

Before the Foundation of the World

He loved us before the foundation of the world. And Romans 5:8 says, "While we were still yet sinners, Christ died
for us." What we read here and see here is eternal love continually told by God. So we know God loved us when
we were sinners, yet some receive that gladly and receive the salvation, then sin after salvation and somehow they
believe God doesn't love them because they're a sinner. To which is totally contradiction. If God loved us before
and when we were sinners, why then would He change now? Grace means undeserved. We didn't deserve the
Grace that we got to be saved, and we don't deserve it now. Yet God continues to give it because that's who He is.
Why do we think something changes after we get saved, and we just continue to demonstrate that we're still yet
sinners?



Ephesians 1:4 (NKJV) 4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in
love,

Romans 5:6-11 (NKJV) ¢ For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For scarcely for a righteous man will
one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die.  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were
still sinners, Christ died for us. ° Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. ° For if
when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His
life. 1 And not only that, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation.

People confuse, forget that Grace is timeless and eternal. It is before, it is now, and it is forever. God loved you
before when in sin and not saved, and God loves you now, still a sinner but saved.

Romans 8 said, "There's no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus."
Romans 8:1 (NKJV) * There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but
according to the Spirit.

"If you love me before, then surely you love me now," we can say unto the Lord. No, and now | can rest in that and
this ties in with us, then we'll live like it when we know His love is timeless and our forgiveness is secured and
eternal.

Do We have Mercy on those in Trespasses and Sin?

Mercy loves even when someone is dead in trespasses and sin. This is the promise that we come here, we receive
and we celebrate it. But if we're being made into the image of Christ and we're going to live our lives like Christ,
then we have to ask ourselves, do we love like this? Do we give mercy? Do we love as God? God's mercy loves
those who are dead in their trespass and sin. Do we have a compassion for them or did we bring a judgment upon
them? We should be looking upon people and go, "There go | except by the grace and mercy of God." And then we
should find our hearts opening to say, "May | pray that the mercy and grace and love of God reaches them while
they're dead in their trespasses and sin."

Ephesians 2:6 and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,

Comparing Darkness & Light

So Verse Five and Six we go from the former condition that we once were, back in Four and Five to the present
condition that we are now, to mark the contrast between dead to life. Verse Five and Six contrast this great
difference in brightness between the darkness.

And do you notice Verse Five were identified with His death, Verse Six were identified with His resurrection, and
then the second half of Verse Six were identified with His ascension. As we see dead, resurrected, and ascended,
that's beautiful for us. The identity, as we identify with Christ, and that's what baptism is. As we're baptized, the
old man is buried and left dead in the grave, and the new man is resurrected into the new man and new life, and
then we are raised up and seated with him in Heavenly places. Beautiful passage.

God’s Output of Mercy & Grace
Verse six and seven, mercy, grace, and love are God's input, if you would, and then verses six and seven tell us
what the outputs are.

Christ is not on the Cross

We will be raised from the dead because Jesus rose from the dead, and proves that we will too. Jesus is not on the
cross anymore, the cross is empty, the tomb is empty, because He has risen. With that comes power, because the
dead are powerless. Too many people have a dead Jesus, a Jesus who is still on the cross.

A brother at the men's prayer breakfast was telling how He was raised Catholic and could never understand the so-
called Born-again believers. He said a friend told him about the death and resurrection of Christ, and he said he
already believed that and can’t understand why they made a big deal about it...but all the while living in sin. But as



time passed he struggled with it more knowing that something was wrong in his life, he cried out to God one day
coming home from Ocean city, he said show me what the cross means. When he got home he found his cross with
Jesus on it had fallen to the ground and Jesus had broken off of it. He tried repeatedly to get Jesus back on the
cross but he wouldn’t stay on it. He called his friend and told him the story, and his friend said that is what | have
been telling you, Jesus is no longer on the cross, he has victory over sin and death and is seated in heaven...then he
got it, and gave his life to the Lord.

We will be raised from the dead because Jesus rose from the dead, and proves that we will too. Jesus is not on the
cross anymore, the cross is empty, the tomb is empty, because He has risen. With that comes power, because the
dead are powerless. Too many people have a dead Jesus, a Jesus who is still on the cross.

We Are Raised and Seated Together / Lazarus

Verse Six: | like what one of the old time commentators said, "God has reserved a seat for you next to Him in
Heaven." | look at that in my word picture life that I like to think in has God patting the chair. When we really want
someone to sit next to us, we hit the chair and we wave to them, we say, "You, come sit here next to me, | want
you next to me," and that's what the Lord is doing to us.

In John 11 Lazarus is raised from the dead, and then in John 12 he is seated next to Christ. Picture of us and for us.
John 11:39 (NKJV) *° Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of him who was dead, said to Him, “Lord, by this time there is a
stench, for he has been dead four days.”

John 11:43-44 (NKJV) > Now when He had said these things, He cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come forth!” ** And he who had died came
out bound hand and foot with graveclothes, and his face was wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Loose him, and let him go.”

John 12:1-3 (NKJV) ! Then, six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus was who had been dead, whom He had raised
from the dead. ? There they made Him a supper; and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those who sat at the table with Him. 3 Then Mary
took a pound of very costly oil of spikenard, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the
fragrance of the oil.

Do I say You Sit Here or You Sit Over There?

"We are raised up together," it says, "and we're seated together in heavenly places." And so | say again, do you
notice what we have here as a body of Christ? Do you see the us? He's speaking of a body. Do you see that we are
raised up together, we are seated together in heavenly places? Is that how we look at our brothers and sisters in
Christ? Do we look at them and say, "No, you sit over there. | sit here"? God says, "Raised up," and what happens
raised up, | see a weird picture in my mind of God taking his nail scarred hands, reaching them out and lifting us
up. "l lift you up from where you were. | pull you up to have you seated with me." And so the question for us, do
we want to be like Jesus today this year? And if your heart will then God would be asking to you, "Who will you
reach your hand out to and who will you lift up? Who is it that you can lift up? Who will you reach your hand up
and lift down and say, 'You come here and you sit by me''?

Ephesians is going to build, there's going to be a wave that's building, and | don't want to get there until we get
there in chapter four, but there's this building up that's being continually woven in here in chapters one through
three and not just what God has done for us, but what God has done for that person to your left and that person
to your right. What God has done for the body and he's building a body, a beautiful body, and he wants us to
change the way we think and he wants us to look and go, "That person is seated next to me. That person has been
raised up next to me." They've been seated next to Christ. We will be seated together at the banqueting table at
the marriage supper of the lamb during that seven year feast. During the tribulation period down here, we should
start practicing for the marriage supper of the lamb right here, right now in this church today of that sweet
fellowship that we will have together.



Ephesians 2:7 that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward
us in Christ Jesus.

Verse 7 / Eternal Promise

Verse seven is an eternal promise. Ages to come for all of eternity, god wants to show us exceeding riches of his
grace in his kindness towards us. God says to you today, "This is what today is. Tomorrow and eternity is me
pouring out my love, my grace upon you." And may it be reminded, grace is not based on performance, but his
performance. And he's saying to you today, tomorrow, and forever, | want to pour out this great grace, exceeding
wealth of grace and kindness towards you

Trophies of Grace

Verse Seven: the story doesn't end there. Verse Seven shows why God has done it, why He has accomplished Verse
Four and Six, which were contrast to One and Three show the need for it. Verse Seven says, "All of eternity, that's
today, to show all creation God's Grace." Believers are truly God's trophy of Grace. That's what He's declaring, this
is why He's doing it. We are trophies of Grace.

You want to know God's Grace. He holds Ray Bollas up and says, "Need | say more? Look how gracious | am." And
He takes all those who were dead in trespasses and sin, all of those whose lives were hopeless and meandering
and wandering, and He holds them up before all the world and says, "How can you say I'm not gracious?" And
that's the same with anyone to say how can he be a God of love? To which | say, "Hold me up. You can challenge
all the things of this fallen world. But when you look at those who He has saved for no reason, other than He is
love and He operates in love, and that produces in His love, Mercy and Grace, He holds us up as his trophies of
Grace and says, "No one can say I'm not love."

And then if you aren't settled with that, His love is based on a cross on a hill in Palestine 2,000 years ago, where he
says, "This is how much | love you."

Kindness Leads to Repentance

Verse Seven: it is His kindness that leads us to repentance. When | see it, receive it, it changes the way | live. When
I came and understood His love, His kindness, His sweetness, | was drawn to it, | was captivated by it. | wanted to
get closer and closer, not getting away from it, but closer. And so that changed my life as | see what that passage
means, it's His kindness that leads to repentance. It truly shows me | don't want nothing getting in the way of this
flow of His kindness and His sweetness, and that's what sin does, it blocks things up, it puts a barrier between us
and our relationship. But because | wanted more, and to know him more, and to be with Him more, and to be

more intimately with Him, and it was His kindness that led me to repentance.

Romans 2:3-4 (NKJV) 3 And do you think this, O man, you who judge those practicing such things, and doing the same, that you will escape the
judgment of God? * Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leads
you to repentance?

And so | hope that word is moving in your heart today to know His kindness and say more Jesus, more of Jesus. It's
not you dwelling on your failures and your faults that's going to get you closer to Jesus. It's going to be dwelling
and focusing on Jesus that will get you further away from your faults and your failures.

Conclusion
Title: Title: Our Past, Present, and Future (Amazing)

Why it Matters to You

Why does this passage matter to you? Why spend an hour of your time to hear this, to study this, to come here
when you could be elsewhere? Because God, the Author of these words..... wants you to know your past has been
washed away by His finished work on the cross! That your present is empowered to overcome..... by Him, because
you are raised and seated with Him, raised to life. And, your future (which includes today and all eternity) He will
spend it showing you His kindness and mercy..... now those are words that can change a life “today”, regardless



who you are, how long you have known Him, or maybe still searching for answers of who He is, is He real, and does
He want to have a personal relationship with you..... to which He answers you today that He does.

3P’s of the Passage
Person

e Is made alive, they are no longer dead in sin.
e Has anew walk, and is set free.
e Isloved by God.
Position
e Alive together with Christ.
e Raised up together with each other (meaning the other saints)
e Seated in Heavenly places in Christ,
e Saved by Grace
Promise
e Saved by Grace (not our performance).
e Receives the riches of His Grace
e  Receives the riches of his Mercy

The Word of God in Our Hand Today

The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives.
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) *? For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

In Every Study
e Who s God? (How Great is He?)
e  What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?)
e  What Does He Want Me to Do?
e What Can | Boldly Request of Him?
e What Do | Need to Be on Guard of When | Leave Here Today?
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do | might work in

you, and through you.
Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 1 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

End of Study



Ephesians 2:8-10
Title: You are God’s Poem

Overview/Outline of the Book of Ephesians

We continue on our great adventure as we begin this study through the Book of Ephesians, chapter-by-chapter,
verse-by-verse, and sometimes word-by-word. This Book takes us into breathtaking views of the greatest Christian
doctrines and promises, and why it has been heralded the Swiss Alps of the New Testament.

The Book of Ephesians has a prebuilt outline to it:
e Doctrine (chapters 1-3)
e Duty (chapter 4-6)

Doctrine - is, “who is God”, “what has He done for us”, and “what does He think of us”.

Duty - is “what does He want us to do”, and “what can | ask of Him to do it (for He doesn’t ask us to do anything
that He will not help us, empower us, to accomplish it”. Along with that will come, “what we need to be on guard
of”.

****\We have to know who were re in Christ, the security of our position in Him, before we can walk victoriously,
and battle spiritually. ****

Regarding that, Ephesians has a most interesting and wonderful order to it in verb tenses such as, seated, walking,
and being steadfast.

e Chapter 2 —We are “Seated” with Christ in heaven

e Chapter 4 — We are called to “Walk” worthy of the calling

e  Chapter 6 — We are called to “Stand” against the enemy and his ways.
Ephesians 2:6-7 (NKJV) ¢ and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 that in the ages to come He
might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

Ephesians 4:1 (NKJV) ! |, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called,

Ephesians 6:14 (NKJV) ** Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness,

Doctrine & Duty - This outline is nothing new to us, as every time we open this Bible here at CCAAC, we always ask
these same 5 question. And...... apply what we learn, and what the Lord speaks to our heart as we study this
treasure....

Today’s Passage:

Ephesians 2:8-10 (NKJV) & For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift
of God, ° not of works, lest anyone should boast. 1° For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good
works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.

3P’s of the Passage
Person

e |sSaved
e s Boastless (PTL)
e Is God’s Workmanship (Masterpiece)
e IsGod’s Poem
e Is Created for Good Works
Position
e [s Safe and Secure
e Isin Christ Jesus
Promise
e Saved by Grace (which is a Gift)



e Saved through Faith (which is a Gift)
e  Will do Good Works

Why it Matters to You

Surely, we have reached the summit of the New Testament here in this passage. Our passage today summarizes
the greatest gift (everlasting salvation), from the greatest lover (God’s own heart), and God’s greatest thoughts of
you (His masterpiece). When, if we, can fully comprehend what is declared to us in these verses, we will live in
power, we will live in peace, we will be secure in our salvation, and secure in our identity (not just in the life to
come, but the life here now), we will walk a walk that nothing in this world can move or diminish. Oh, what a
passage that is before us today.

The Word of God in Our Hand Today

The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives.
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) *? For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

In Every Study
e Who Is God? (How Great is He?)
e  What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?)
e What Does He Want Me to Do?
e What Can | Boldly Request of Him?
e What Do | Need to Be on Guard of When | Leave Here Today?
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do | might work in

you, and through you.
Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) ¢ Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

Ephesians 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God,

Saved = Safe / To be Made Whole — Made Alive

Verse eight, saved means safe. We are saved which means safe from the wrath to come and that's for breaking
the penalty of God's law. The word is used to deliver or rescue from danger or harm. But the word also goes on
even deeper as it is used to mean “to make whole, to heal, to restore, to make well”. The word goes well beyond
just being saved from destruction, but to be made whole and as we studied last week, to be made alive.

How to be Saved — By Grace / How Not — by Works
Verse eight tells us how to be saved and that is by grace. Verse nine tells us how you can be saved and that is by
works.

In verses 8-9, it's the amplification of verse 5. The original language is a definite article, it's the grace meaning the
only grace. In the Greek, it begins with what's called a postposition for which could be translated because of the,

different article grace, you are saved.
Ephesians 2:4-5 (NKJV) * But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, ° even when we were dead in
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),

Salvation — Grace — Faith (are All Gifts) / Giftwrapped and Presented to You
Verse eight says, not only is salvation a gift by the gift of grace, but the faith to believe the grace for salvation is a
gift also it's all a gift nothing that man can boast of.

It’s a gift and here presented to you is a gift-wrapped box beautifully wrapped and if you look closely it has your
name on it and it has this beautiful bow on the gift. God has given you a gift and he's handing it to you with your
name on it extending it to you and the gift is He's Jesus Christ God's gift to you.

If | was to stand here today with a gift, beautifully wrapped, and said here | want to give you this gift...... surely you
would not say ok let me do 100 pushups for you and then | will receive it, not would you say let me go feed the



poor, or read 30 chapters, or keep a bunch of rules first, and then | will come and receive this gift from you. No
you would simply receive the gift. Yet for something inside so many people, that is how the gift of salvation is
approached. ltis a gift, and gifts are freely received from the person giving them, or..... some people will say, |
don’t want a gift from you, you can keep it. They don’t want the gift, because gifts are through relationships, and
some people don’t want a gift from another because they don’t want a relationship with that person. | think you
see the point | am making regarding Christ, as some people don’t want His free gift, because they don’t the
relationship that comes with the gift.

Ephesians 2:9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.

Not of Works — No Boasting (PTL)

Verse nine, there will be no boasting for what works could compare to the works of the cross if you really consider
it, yet man can shine his works and feel good about it then feel great because they fed the poor or they were
reading 10 chapters a day or they were people of prayer and they did good works. And that is beautiful, and it does
shine until you come and put it into the light of the brilliance of the cross, then the shine of works becomes dull

and dingy compared to the shine that says it is done. The Light of the World was He who hung upon the cross.
John 8:12 (NKJV) *2 Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have
the light of life.”

What Works We Can Do - Believe

Verse nine, Oh praise the Lord that it's not of works, how exhausting the thought if it was of works and that |
would have to work to get it. Because not only is it exhausting the thought of getting it but then obviously if it is by
works you'd have to keep working to keep it and then you would always be finding yourself wondering if you've
done enough to get it and are you doing enough to keep it.

Verse nine, there are works that man can do and we're told the works that we're expected to do is simply that we
believe and so we can see that there are works for salvation then there's works after salvation but none of those
are for to get and to have salvation. The works for salvation is that we simply believe, the works after salvation
we're told faith without works is dead, the works after salvation are simply an output, a response to the change

thatis in us.
John 6:28-29 (NKJV) % Then they said to Him, “What shall we do, that we may work the works of God?” ?° Jesus answered and said to them,
“This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He sent.”

James 2:26 (NKJV) %° For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.
There’s an old saying, "Good works never make us fit for God, but God does make us fit for good works."

PTL — Not of Works (Else | Would Always be Wondering)

Verse nine, imagine if it is works and the fact that we have to work, just the thought of it makes us have to imagine
proves that salvation is not of works. | find it interesting, in James:2 we're told keep the whole law and if you're
guilty and fail at one point you're guilty of them all. But | find it very interesting that people who are on a works
trip for salvation, they never question the law, they never say keeping the law. And the reason is because they
know in their heart they're guilty and they've already failed the law and therefore the works they want to do can't
be the keeping of the law because they've already failed and therefore they're guilty. So what they do is they
change the list of works and they make up a work, it's seven sacraments as you'll read in the Catholic church or for
some it's the baptism to be saved or communion or confession, these type of things. The big ones always Sabbath
keeping the Sabbath, which I still say, well, what is good enough on the Sabbath? What are the rules on the
Sabbath? And what you'll find is people are making their own rules up about what it means to keep the Sabbath.
They say, well, you don't do this and you don't do that on 