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Passage: Hebrews 11:23-40 
Title: Faith in the Midst of War 
Summary: As we close out our study of Hebrews 11, the Hall of Faith, the Heroes of Faith, we come to 
Faith in the Midst of War, for every Christian soldier at some point, faces war in their lives. Join our study 
today as we see, and can then apply, how heroes of faith fought their wars, ……… in faith. 
2 Timothy 2:3 (NKJV)3 You therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 
 
Philemon 1–2 (NKJV)1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon our beloved friend and fellow laborer, 2 to the 
beloved Apphia, Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the church in your house: 

 
Our Passage Today 
Hebrews 11:23–40 (NKJV) 23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden three months by his parents, because they saw he 
was a beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the king’s command. 24 By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be 
called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, 25 choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the passing 
pleasures of sin, 26 esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt; for he looked to the reward. 27 By 
faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured as seeing Him who is invisible. 28 By faith he kept the 
Passover and the sprinkling of blood, lest he who destroyed the firstborn should touch them. 29 By faith they passed through the Red 
Sea as by dry land, whereas the Egyptians, attempting to do so, were drowned. 30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they 
were encircled for seven days. 31 By faith the harlot Rahab did not perish with those who did not believe, when she had received the 
spies with peace. 32 And what more shall I say? For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak and Samson and Jephthah, 
also of David and Samuel and the prophets: 33 who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, 
stopped the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, 
became valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. 35 Women received their dead raised to life again. Others were 
tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection. 36 Still others had trial of mockings and scourgings, 
yes, and of chains and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, were slain with the sword. They 
wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented—38 of whom the world was not worthy. They 
wandered in deserts and mountains, in dens and caves of the earth. 39 And all these, having obtained a good testimony through 
faith, did not receive the promise, 40 God having provided something better for us, that they should not be made perfect apart from 
us.  

 
Chapter 11 – Christ and His Faithful Followers: the Hall of Faith 

• Faith in Worship (the Worship of the Lamb) – 11:4 

• Faith in Walking – 11:5-6 

• Faith in Working – 11:7 

• Faith in Waiting – 11:8-22 

• Faith in Warring – 11:23-35 

• Faith in Whatever – 11:35-40 
 
The Compass 
Some time ago I was deep in the woods and a sudden fog moved in, my visibility was nearly zero. It was 
then that I had decided if I am going to be deep in the woods, by myself or with others, that I cannot rely 
on electronic devices (that can lose cellular signal, and the battery die on me after 8 hours in the woods), 
no I must always carry a compass in my backpack or pocket. The key to using the compass, is that it is 
always pointing to true north, so all your navigating with it is based on keeping that dial (arrow) on your 
true north mark. And so it is for us, whether walking, working, waiting, or warring, we must always keep 
the dial on true north (God and His Word – the Lamb and the Light). For in the midst of war, it is easy to 
get confused and wonder if we are going the right way, especially when arrows (darts of devil) are flying 
at us, and when things get real dark (as they often do in the midst of war, especially long wars). I have 
found another thing regarding the trial, that there is something within me, my feelings, that say to me go 
this way, it just feels right, only to find that I am going the wrong way. I have to let my compass, with dial 
set to true north, always determine the way to go, regardless of my feelings. So too, so absolutely true 
regarding the Word of God (the Lamb and the Light), that they must supersede my feelings, else I may 
find myself going the wrong way. 
Psalm 119:105 (NKJV)105 Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path. 

 
Prayer 
The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives. 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the 
division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  
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In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  

• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might 
work in you, and through you. 
Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in 
time of need 

 

5.) Faith in Warring – 11:23-35 
Faith in the Warring.  We have all been here, a battle that seems to rage and rage, with no end in sight.  
Like the Waiting, we have to endure the battle wondering if it is ever going to end.  But God gives us 
wonderful examples to us, and the Hebrew readers here, that keep the Faith in the Battle, for the Lord will 
show Himself strong in them. 
 
Moses had to fight Pharaoh, Joshua went against the fortified city of Jericho, and even the story of 
Rahab, claiming victory in the battle. 
 

The War for Our Children (11:23) 
 Faith that Trusts Them to the Lord 
(Hebrews 11:23 NKJV)  By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden three months by his 
parents, because they saw he was a beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the king's 
command. 
 
Story of Moses 
They saw that he was a proper child and they were not afraid of the king's commandment.  You see the 
Pharaoh began to get worried because the Egyptians sort of developed a birth control.  The Israelites 
were having lots of kids.  They were healthy and strong.  The Egyptians had become sort of soft, you 
know, living sort of in the ease of having servants serve them.  They had all of these Israeli slaves. And 
so they realized that the Israelis will soon outnumber us.  And so the Pharaoh ordered when a child was 
born, if it were a boy, they were to cast it into the river. They were to drown it.  If it was a girl, to keep it 
because she could be a servant girl.  And so the midwives were commanded, when the child was born, to 
throw the baby boys into the river. So when Moses was born, there was that edict of the Pharaoh, but 
they saw that he was a beautiful child and they were not afraid of the king’s commandment.  So they put 
Moses in the basket and sent him down the river, with his older sister watching from the bushes. 
 
Then Pharaoh’s daughter and her servants came down into the river to bathe.  They heard a baby crying.  
They saw the basket.  So she commanded one of her girls to fetch the basket out of the river.  Here was 
this beautiful baby boy.   
 
And his older sister, Miriam was hiding and watching to see what would happen to her little brother.  And 
so she ran up to Pharaoh’s daughter and she said, would you like me to get a nursemaid for your little 
child?  And she said, oh yes, would you?  So she ran and said, Mama, Mama, I got you a job.  So they 
were able to raise Moses and be paid for it by the Pharaoh.  He became sort of the adopted son of 
Pharaoh’s daughter.  But all the while as Moses mother and father were raising him at that young age, 
they would be telling him about the God of Israel – the Great I Am. 
Exodus 2:1–10 (NKJV)1 And a man of the house of Levi went and took as wife a daughter of Levi. 2 So the woman conceived and bore a son. And 
when she saw that he was a beautiful child, she hid him three months. 3 But when she could no longer hide him, she took an ark of bulrushes 
for him, daubed it with asphalt and pitch, put the child in it, and laid it in the reeds by the river’s bank. 4 And his sister stood afar off, to know 
what would be done to him. 5 Then the daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river. And her maidens walked along the riverside; and 
when she saw the ark among the reeds, she sent her maid to get it. 6 And when she opened it, she saw the child, and behold, the baby wept. So 
she had compassion on him, and said, “This is one of the Hebrews’ children.” 7 Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and call a 
nurse for you from the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child for you?” 8 And Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Go.” So the maiden went 
and called the child’s mother. 9 Then Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child away and nurse him for me, and I will give you your 
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wages.” So the woman took the child and nursed him. 10 And the child grew, and she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her 
son. So she called his name Moses, saying, “Because I drew him out of the water.” 

 
Faith of Moses Parents / War over our Youth 
It took faith for Moses parents to put him in a basket, send him down a river, and trust that God would 
take care of him.  It takes faith to be a parent today, we need the Father to take care of our children.  God 
says for us to train them, and to trust Him. As parents we can think everything regarding our children is up 
to us, and we can grip on them, and try to control their every step, put more energy into their sports, or 
their education, because we feel we must secure them (and those things are not bad in themselves, but 
can be when we think that is how we secure them). We must trust them to the Lord, train them up in the 
Lord, and be ready to send them away on their own, in the arms (maybe even a basket) of the Lord. 
(Proverbs 22:6 NKJV)  Train up a child in the way he should go, And when he is old he will not depart from it. 

 
There is a war going on for our youth and children, and parents we have to fight for them. 
 
Satan Knows the Scriptures 
Now, concerning Moses and the attempt to destroy the children of Israel by Pharoah, understand this; 
Satan knows the Scriptures and here we see him trying to stop the promise of Genesis 3:15, the 
promised Seed who will redeem man from his sin.  Satan energized pharaoh to kill all the male children, 
we read about it in the book of Ester, and then again at the birth of Jesus, King Herod gives the command 
to kill all the male children.  Satan knows the Scriptures and tries to stop the promised Seed, but to no 
avail.  Satan's plan now is to wipe out Israel, for they are the prophetic timepiece, for without them, the 
clock stops ticking for the return of Jesus.  He tried it with Hitler, he tried it with Sadaam, and he is trying it 
with Arafat right now.  In the future he will try it again with Russia (Ezekial 38-39), but all will be to no 
avail. 
 
No Man – Program – Govt 
Christian know this in warring, know this in your personal walk, know this in the world around you; no 
man, government, or program can stop the plans of God, and that means God’s plan for you also. 
(Jeremiah 29:11 NKJV)  For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give 
you a future and a hope. 

 

The War of the World (11:24-27) 
 Faith that is Willing to Forsake  
(Hebrews 11:24 NKJV)  By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called the son of 
Pharaoh's daughter, 
(Hebrews 11:25 NKJV)  choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the 
passing pleasures of sin, 
(Hebrews 11:26 NKJV)  esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in 
Egypt; for he looked to the reward. 
(Hebrews 11:27 NKJV)  By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured 
as seeing Him who is invisible. 
 
Moses Chooses the Messiah / Things not Seen 
Verse 27 - The things not seen, Moses saw.  Takes us back to verse one of this chapter, the definition of 
faith: 
(Hebrews 11:1 NKJV)  Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 

 
Train up a Child 
But by faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter.  He 
is our example parents, Train up a child in the way he should go, And when he is old he will not depart 
from it. 
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The Best of the World – Worst of Christ 
Moses realized that the pleasures of sin are not lasting. They are only for a season.  Because he had a 
respect unto the eternal verities, he made the wise choice of identifying with God's people rather than to 
live in the wealth and luxury of the world.  Because you are only going to live for a certain number of 
years here on this earth.  And then you are going to spend eternity, either with God or apart from God.   
 
And so Moses chose to suffer affliction with the people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for 
a season: He took the worst thing that God had to offer—the reproach of Christ.  People will reproach you 
when they know you believe in Jesus Christ.  They will sneer.  They will mock.  They will make fun of that 
position.  And that’s probably the worst thing that we face, is the reproach of the world because of our 
faith in Jesus Christ.   
 
But Moses took the worst that the Lord had to offer him.  He compared it with the best that the world had 
to offer him, which were the treasures of Egypt.  But he esteemed the worst that God has is better than 
the best that the world has, because he looked at the eternal aspects. 
 
Sin Fun for a Season 
As we discussed previously, sin is fun for a season, the Scriptures declare it right here.  We are wrong in 
telling others that it is not, for they will say if it is so horrible, then why are all friends having such a good 
time.  Then when they do engage in it they will say you lied, because this feels good.  It is pleasurable for 
a season, but like fall turns in winter, sin turns into bondage.  It can be like the long dark and cold days of 
winter.  Snow looks so beautiful, but spend a winter living homeless in the northeast and you will look at 
snow a whole different way.  Sin will lock onto you and take you places you never wanted to go.  You 
youth, remember these words, especially when you turn 16, get your drivers license and the world seems 
to be wide open to you, be careful about your new so-called freedom. 
 
A brief pleasure, with lasting consequences. 
 
No Man – Program – Govt 
Christian know this in warring, know this in your personal walk, know this in the world around you; no 
man, government, or program can stop the plans of God, and that means God’s plan for you also. 
(Jeremiah 29:11 NKJV)  For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give 
you a future and a hope. 

 

The Real War – the Spiritual Realm (11:28-29) 
 Faith that Fights What it Cannot See 
(Hebrews 11:28 NKJV)  By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, lest he who 
destroyed the firstborn should touch them. 
 
Our Father fights for us – it is unseen battle. Just like the Passover (by Faith), and marching through the 
Red Sea (by Faith). 
Ephesians 6:12 (NKJV)12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 

 
Moses Believed the Passover 
That is, when God ordered the children of Israel when He was going to slay the firstborn in the land of 
Egypt, the final climatic place by which the Pharaoh would then say go.  God said, in order that the 
children of Israel not suffer the loss of the first born, that they take a lamb out of your flock of the first 
year.  Kill it.  Put the blood in a basin.  Take a bit of hyssop, sprinkle blood upon the lentils of the 
doorposts of the house.  In the night, when I pass through the land, when I see the blood upon the door, I 
will pass over that house!  The word Passover, then.  I will pass over that house!   
 
The Doorpost and the Caph / The Door  
It’s interesting; sprinkle the blood on the lentils and the doorpost.  It would mean the blood was sprinkled 
in the shape of a cross on the doors of the houses.  And God said when I see that, I will Passover the 
house.   
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(Exodus 12:21 NKJV)  Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel and said to them, "Pick out and take lambs for yourselves 
according to your families, and kill the Passover lamb. 
(Exodus 12:22 NKJV)  "And you shall take a bunch of hyssop, dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and strike the lintel and the two 
doorposts with the blood that is in the basin. And none of you shall go out of the door of his house until morning. 
(Exodus 12:23 NKJV)  "For the LORD will pass through to strike the Egyptians; and when He sees the blood on the lintel and on the 
two doorposts, the LORD will pass over the door and not allow the destroyer to come into your houses to strike you. 
 
They were told to slaughter the lamb at the threshold of the door.  The remarkable thing here is that for 
the Egyptian homes, they had a trench in front of the door called the "caph". pronounced “saf”; in its 
original sense meaning: containing; a vestibule (as a limit); also a dish (for holding blood or wine):--bason, 
bowl, cup, door (post), gate, post, threshold. 
 
As the Nile river would rise and flood the ground, the waters would flow into the caph and away from the 
houses.  So the Jewish people were told to slay the lamb in caph in the front of the door.  Then take the 
blood that was puddle there and spread it over doorposts and crossbars.  The blood would make the sign 
of two crosses, with a lamb slain in the middle.  It was a picture of Calvary.  And no wonder that Jesus 
said I am the door: 
(John 10:9 NKJV)  "I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture. 

 
Where ever the blood of the lamb was, the angel of death passed over.  Do you realize that, have you 
been covered with the blood of the Lamb?  It is the only way the angel of death will pass over you.  It is 
what this whole book of Hebrews is about, the precious, superior, blood of the Lamb of God who will take 
away your sins, and bring you into a perfect standing before God for all of eternity. 
 
(Hebrews 11:29 NKJV)  By faith they passed through the Red Sea as by dry land, whereas the 
Egyptians, attempting to do so, were drowned. 
 
The Wall of Water 
That great experience of God delivering them, bringing them through the Red Sea.  That took faith for all 
of them to walk through those parted waters, the walls of water suspended.  Based on the depth of the 
Red Sea, we are talking walls that are stories high.  In Isaiah the reference to the parting of the Red Sea 
it says through the deep, not the shallow: 
(Isaiah 63:11 NKJV)  Then he remembered the days of old, Moses and his people, saying: "Where is He who brought them up out of 
the sea With the shepherd of His flock? Where is He who put His Holy Spirit within them, 

(Isaiah 63:12 NKJV)  Who led them by the right hand of Moses, With His glorious arm, Dividing the water before them To make for 
Himself an everlasting name, 
(Isaiah 63:13 NKJV)  Who led them through the deep, As a horse in the wilderness, That they might not stumble?" 
 
Foolish Scholars 
Forget the foolishness of the so-called scholars who said that the waters were really only 6 inches to 2 
feet high, so it wasn’t really that great of a miracle.  Well, even if it was the shallow part of the sea, then a 
miracle still happened because God would have buried the whole Egyptian Army in 6 inches of water.  If 
you believe Genesis 1:1, then the rest is a breeze. 
 
So they crossed the Red Sea as God divided the waters, holding the Egyptian Army at bay with a wall of 
flames.  Now having the Egyptian Army behind you, wanting to kill you, is good incentive.  God will do 
that for us, just a little help for our faith. 
 

The Long War - It’s Always Too Early to Quit (11:30) 
 Faith that Keeps Marching  
(Hebrews 11:30 NKJV)  By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they were encircled for seven 
days. 
 
The Story of Jericho 
To claim the Promised Land, God’s strategy for His people was fairly simple: Drive a wedge through the 
middle, dividing the north from the south. There was only one problem, however. To do this, they had to 
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take Jericho—a city that seemed absolutely impenetrable because of the thick double walls surrounding 
it. Certainly as the Israelites marched around the walls once a day for six days, the people in Jericho must 
have looked down on them and laughed. “That’s their army?” they must have scoffed. “That’s their 
strategy?” On the seventh day, however, the impenetrable walls came down. 
 
Steps of Faith / Red Sea – Jordon - Jericho 
An impossible task so it appeared.  But as we said before in “Faith in Working”, God takes your faith 
deeper and deeper, as our experiences in faith increase, so does God’s expectations for us.  The children 
of Israel leave Egypt and God parts the Red Sea, all they had to do was walk through (which took faith).  
Next (after 40 years – for a failure in faith) they were to cross over the Jordon river into the Promised 
Land, but this time they were told to step first, and then the waters would part.  Now, they are in the 
Promised Land, and they come against their first battle, the fortified walled city of Jericho.  Jericho would 
be the largest and greatest city to conquer, and God wants them to know right from the beginning that 
their victories would come through His leading, and His doing.  And all His promises were by and through 
Him, not their power or swordsmanship. 
 
Joshua New Leader / We will Follow 
So Joshua is has now taken the leadership form Moses, as Moses died before entering the Promised 
Land (remember Jesus is greater than Moses because Moses could not bring them into the rest of the 
Promised Land).  The change of command happens in Deuteronomy 34:9.  So this is Joshua’s first battle, 
and the children of Israel first battle in the Promised Land.  All the people said we will follow you, 
whatever your plan: 
(Joshua 1:16 NKJV)  So they answered Joshua, saying, "All that you command us we will do, and wherever you send us we will go. 

 
The Plan / Spies / Shock&Awe / Aahhhh 
So what is your plan General Joshua, what has the Lord directed you to do.  I’m going to send spies in 
the land to do some intelligence gathering and reconnaissance (Joshua 2:1).   Ohhh yea that is smart, 
great first step, now we know why we said we will follow you.  Ok now what?  Get the swords out and 
sharpen them, then what?  A shock an awe campaign?  Will we lob fireballs over the walls, a barrage of 
flaming arrows to catch the city of fire and then slaughter them as they run out the gates?  Oooooh this is 
good, tell us Joshua what is the plan.  Joshua says (Joshua 6:3-5) ahhhh, here is what we are going to 
do, we are going to get the priests and the ark of the covenant you see, and the all of us are going to walk 
around the city once a day for six days, and then on the seventh day we are going to walk around it seven 
times, and the priests will blow the trumpets, and the we will all shout, and the walls will tumble and we 
shall storm the city, haahaa. 
 
The Faith / Looks like we are Losing / Keep Fighting – Keep Trusting 
Now that took faith.  And the walls did came down not brick by brick but by faith.  Like “faith in waiting”, 
“Faith in Warring”, we continue to fight, even when victory looks impossible, even when it looks like we 
are losing, even when it appears the enemy has the advantage, we keep fighting in faith, never quitting, 
but trusting the Lord has a plan far above anything we could ever think up or dream of.  Imagine the terror 
that came upon the people of Jericho when the first brick fell, and then the walls started to collapse 
around them, they knew it was over, 
 
Imagine had they quit on lap 5 or 6? Christian it is always too early to quit! 
 
The Walls in Our Lives / It’s not Role Playing but Faith 
Perhaps you are looking at a wall in your own family that seems impenetrable, a wall that appears as 
though it will never come down. The key isn’t counseling, dialoguing, or role-playing. The key is faith.   
 
It’s been a Long March / Great – the Only God  
“But I’ve been marching around, working on, going through this situation for a long time,” you say. 
Great—because the longer the wall has been up between you and your husband, you and your father, or 
you and your daughter—the more you know it can’t be brought down by your own effort. Walls come 
down when God moves in. But until God moves in, you’ll just chip away, and frustration will fill your heart. 



Calvary Chapel Anne Arundel 
Pastor Ray Bollas 

Have faith in God, for when you finally realize that human skill or ability is insufficient, when you finally 
say, “Lord, if anything’s going to happen, it’s going to be because of You”—that’s when the wall will fall. 
 
It will Come Down / Watch a Miracle – March with God 
Oh, it might take a week or a month, a year or a decade. But by faith in God, the wall will come down. 
How? In a way you would never have guessed, planned, or predicted. The older I get, the less impressed 
I am with people’s abilities to solve problems and the more amazed I am at God’s faithfulness if we’ll just 
believe Him. If you think that’s a cop-out, join the jeerers of Jericho. But if you want to see a miracle, 
march with the Lord, and see what He’ll do. 
 

The War of Doubt (11:31) 
 Faith God Wants and Loves Us Regardless of our Past 
(Hebrews 11:31 NKJV)  By faith the harlot Rahab did not perish with those who did not believe, 
when she had received the spies with peace. 
 
Story of Rahab 
It’s interesting when God brought the children out of Egypt, word in the ancient world spread about how 
the Red Sea was parted and how the Egyptian army was destroyed, and how these people were coming 
into the land.  Because when the spies came into her house, she spoke about hearing about what God 
had done for these people.  And she realized that God had given to them the land.  So she made a deal 
with the spies, that when the children of Israel would take the city of Jericho, that she would be spared.  
So they said put this scarlet of rope out the window. And when the city is taken, whoever is in the house 
will be spared.  So I suppose she gathered her family, as many as would, to come into the house.  When 
Jericho was taken, they were slain, except for Rehab who by faith, perished not with them, that believed 
not, when she received the spies with peace. 
 
Salvation in the Warring 
Believer, those of you who are praying for your lost friends and family.  May the story of Rahab give you 
faith to continue in your prayer and witness to them.  In the midst of war, that may be all we see is the 
arrows and the swords, but know that God is working in the hearts and lives of the people, and He breaks 
down the walls of what seems like impossible odds, and writes His laws on the hearts of men and 
woman.  And some will say as Rahab said: 
(Joshua 2:11 NKJV)  "……………………………. for the LORD your God, He is God in heaven above and on earth beneath. 

 
What a remarkable God, all these things, simply by extending faith to Him. 
 
Parents, you children are watching, to determine if you really believe like you say you do. If you do, they 
will see you fight, and see you claim the promises of God, that you were willing to “wait” for by faith. 
 

The War that Fights (11:32-34) 
 Faith that Doesn’t Flee 
(Hebrews 11:32 NKJV)  And what more shall I say? For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and 
Barak and Samson and Jephthah, also of David and Samuel and the prophets: 
(Hebrews 11:33 NKJV)  who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained 
promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 
(Hebrews 11:34 NKJV)  quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of 
weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. 
 
V34 – rather be the ones that ran (turned to flight), they put the enemy to flight (on the run). 
 
Verse 33 - No doubt, referring to Daniel in stopping the lions. 
 
Glorious Stories / Real People / Not Blind Faith 
Glorious stories of faith and the Faithful One. The people we have read about are so human, so real, we 
see their struggles, their doubts, and their failures.  People today want to teach that faith is being perfect, 
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that isn't reality, look at our past examples. They talk about blind faith, no, no, no!  There is no such thing 
as blind faith. The man of faith actually sees much more than a man who has no faith.  He only sees what 
is visible and obvious, but the man of faith sees far beyond and sees much more. 
 
The Next – Hardest Faith / Precious Promise Book / Name-It 
This is where the precious promise books stop, this is where the name-it claim-it, faith teachers stop, but 
God goes on, and He goes on to a place of faith that none of us enjoy, but just as equal as the other 5 we 
have just studied.  It is Faith in Whatever; it is Faith even when we see loss of life, even when we are 
persecuted without deliverance, it is faith even when we are left destitute. 
 

6.) Faith in Whatever – 11:35-40 
The War in Whatever (11:35-38) 

  Faith even in the Darkness 
 
Horatio Gates Spafford was a 43-year-old Chicago Businessman who suffered financial disaster in the 
great Chicago fire of 1871. He and his wife, still grieving the death of their son who had died shortly 
before the fire, were in great need of a retreat, and decided to take their remaining children to England for 
a vacation. Their friend Dwight L. Moody would be preaching in evangelistic campaigns there that fall, 
and so Spafford arranged to send his wife and four daughters ahead of him on the SS Ville du Havre. He 
planned to follow in a few days. 
 
During the voyage on the Atlantic Ocean, the Ville du Havre was struck by an iron sailing vessel and sank 
within 12 minutes. Two hundred twenty-six lives were lost – including the Spafford’s four daughters. 
When the survivors were brought to shore at Cardiff, Wales, Mrs. Spafford cabled her husband two 
words: "Saved alone." 
 
Spafford booked passage on the next ship. As they were crossing the Atlantic the captain pointed out the 
place where he thought the Ville du Havre had gone down. That night, Spafford penned the following 
words: 
 
When peace like a river attendeth my way 
When sorrows like sea billows roll 
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say 
It is well, it is well with my soul. 
 
Spafford lost his business and his children but found comfort in His savior. 
 
(Hebrews 11:35 NKJV)  Women received their dead raised to life again. And others were tortured, 
not accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection. 
(Hebrews 11:36 NKJV)  Still others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains and 
imprisonment. 
(Hebrews 11:37 NKJV)  They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, were slain with 
the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, 
tormented; 
(Hebrews 11:38 NKJV)  of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and 
mountains, in dens and caves of the earth. 
 
Verse 35 - And others were -  these people had opportunity to flee, or recant, but chose to take the 
consequences.  
 
Verse 36 - Still others had - now he is talking about people who were in difficult situations, not by their 
own will, nor were they delivered. 
 
This Faith is in the Father. This Faith says, “I trust You, Lord, in whatever You choose to do in this 
situation.”  To me harder than the faith in waiting, the Faith in the Whatever.  This is Faith in circumstance 
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that don’t make sense, that doesn’t seem fair.  This is a faith where God asks you not to understand, but 
just to stand.  To stand on your faith believing that all things will work together for good (Romans 8:28). 
 
(Proverbs 3:5 NKJV)  Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; 
(Proverbs 3:6 NKJV)  In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths. 
 
Faith Teaching 
These passages dispute and destroys the “faith teaching” we see on television.  The name it claim it, the 
blab it and grab it.  They say you are the Kings Kids therefore you should be wealthy, healthy, and happy.  
Interesting, these teachers are not down in Haiti teaching this doctrine, they are not in Africa, Nicaragua, 
or India, but in wealthy areas of the world.  My blood boils when I hear people say, if you had faith you 
would be healed; what a terrible thing to say to person with cancer, barrenness, and blindness. 
 
Talking of happy, here is what Peter says about the people we have just read about, he says they were 
the ones that are happy: 
(James 5:10 KJV)  Take, my brethren, the prophets, who have spoken in the name of the Lord, for an example of suffering affliction, 
and of patience. 
(James 5:11 KJV)  Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end of 
the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy. 
 
The Scourged / Rather be Raptured  
Some were scourged, imprisoned, stoned, sawn in two, slain by the sword, destitute, afflicted, and 
tormented, but they never quit on God.  This is truly amazing faith, it is the faith that we quiver at, hope 
that we never have to prove out.  Honestly, if I have it my way, we will sit here and have Bible Studies, 
watch people get saved, grow in the Lord, play ping-pong, and then get raptured.  That is about as much 
suffering I want to take.  But I know should the Lord tarry, someone here will suffer a terminal illness, 
someone will lose a job, lose a child, 911 could be tomorrow, maybe Christianity could become a crime in 
this country and we will be persecuted for our faith. I wish it not, but I have to know that being an 
American won’t make me immune to the pain and suffering that most of the world has to experience on a 
daily basis.   
 
Contrary to God’s Love / Go Back to what you Know 
Hard times will come, and it is in that pain, due to circumstances beyond our control, that make things 
seem contrary to God's love.  We question, we feel forsaken.  We struggle to rationalize why He is 
allowing this.  We ask, is it something we have done, or didn't do.  We ask the question, why me.  It is in 
times like these, when I am faced with things that I do not understand, I go back to what I do understand, 
God loves me, and has a plan for my life.  There is reason that the Hall of Faith is end the epistle, and not 
the beginning, it is because we needed 10 chapters of talking about the superiority of Christ, talking about 
our Great High Priest, we needed to hear about where rest is (in Him).  This epistle was meant to be read 
in one setting, and when you came to chapter 11, you are settled on one thing, the Christian life with 
Jesus Christ is better because we have perfect standing before the Father in heaven, forever!  So no 
matter what happens, He is holding us in His hand, He is there in the midst of our fire and trial: 
(Daniel 3:24 NKJV)  Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished; and he rose in haste and spoke, saying to his counselors, "Did we 
not cast three men bound into the midst of the fire?" They answered and said to the king, "True, O king." 
(Daniel 3:25 NKJV)  "Look!" he answered, "I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire; and they are not hurt, and the form 
of the fourth is like the Son of God." 
 

As Job would say: 
(Job 19:25 NKJV)  For I know that my Redeemer lives, And He shall stand at last on the earth; 
(Job 19:26 NKJV)  And after my skin is destroyed, this I know, That in my flesh I shall see God, 
 

We live in a Fallen World, but like Abraham we look for a city whose builder and maker is God. 
 
Victory Over / Victory In / Perseverance 
In verses 1-35 faith gave those people victory over their circumstances, for these, faith gave them victory 
in their circumstances. 
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Christian, perseverance is not getting on through, but hanging on to, Jesus Christ.  The Author is telling 
these Hebrew believers, you may have a great victory over your circumstances, but for some, you will 
suffer loss, but hold fast to your faith, and you will have victory in your circumstances. 
 
Hold On to Whatever the Circumstances 
These Hebrews Believers were tempted to go back to what they could see and touch, the temple and the 
old ways.  But the Author, through the Spirit is telling them to continue in the faith, at whatever the cost or 
circumstances…………….because verse 39-40.  And the same is for us: 
 

The War and It’s Victors (11:39-40) 
 Faith the War has Already Been Won 
(Hebrews 11:39 NKJV)  And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, did not 
receive the promise, 
(Hebrews 11:40 NKJV)  God having provided something better for us, that they should not be 
made perfect apart from us. 
 
It Comes Back To 
It all comes back to where we began, “Worthy is the Lamb Who was Slain”. The God that I worship at the 
Altar and Walk with intimately, is the God who speaks to me personally. And from the foundation of the 
world chose me to be His, because He desires me, and was slain for me, and in all my wars and battles 
and struggles, I by Faith must remember, the War (Battle) has already been won (2000 years ago) on a 
hill outside of Jerusalem (called Golgotha).  
Revelation 5:11–13 (NKJV) 11 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne, the living creatures, and the 
elders; and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice: 
“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain To receive power and riches and wisdom, And strength and honor and glory and blessing!” 13 
And every creature which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, I 
heard saying: “Blessing and honor and glory and power Be to Him who sits on the throne, And to the Lamb, forever and ever!”  

 
Christian, we do not fight to victory, we fight from victory! 
 
No Man – Program – Govt 
Christian know this in warring, know this in your personal walk, know this in the world around you; no 
man, government, or program can stop the plans of God, and that means God’s plan for you also. 
(Jeremiah 29:11 NKJV)  For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give 
you a future and a hope. 

 
New Covenant Better than All the Others – Red Sea / Lions Stopped 
Oh, to have seen the lions’ mouths stopped, the parting of the Red Sea, or fire falling from heaven,” we 
say. But in reality, we have experienced something far greater than any of these miracles. The Lord lives 
in our hearts. He walks with us every moment of every day. He gives direction to us whenever we take 
time to stop and listen. Although we take all of these things for granted, any one of them would have 
astounded the Old Testament saints. 
 
They Had to Wait 
So God has provided a better thing for us that they without us should not be made perfect.  They could 
not come into the completed state of salvation under the Old Testament laws of sacrifices.  It was 
impossible that the blood of bulls and goats could put away sin.  They could not enter into heaven before 
the perfect and complete sacrifice of Jesus!  They were being kept in a holding cell, so to speak.   
 
Jesus would show them the Scars 
Oh what a glorious time that must have been as Jesus showed to them, no doubt, the marks of the cross 
and His suffering and the fact that He had died, paid the price for their redemption! And thus, that portion 
of the prophecy of Isaiah, which told about the Messiah, who was going to come.  How that He would set 
at liberty, those that were bound and open the prison door, which He did.  He led the captives from their 
captivity on into the heavenly kingdom.  So they, without us, that is, without the work of Jesus, could not 
come into the perfected state.  But now God has made possible for us, that entrance into heaven.  We 
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don’t have to wait!  To be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord!  So we look forward to that 
city, that Abraham was looking for—the Kingdom of God!  And we pray Lord, thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, in earth as it is in heaven. And I can assure you that God keeps His word. And one day the 
kingdoms of this world will become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Messiah!  And He shall reign 
forever and forever!  Hallelujah, hallelujah!  Praise the Lord! 
 
Conclusion 

The War for Our Children (11:23) 
 Faith that Trusts Them to the Lord 
The War of the World (11:24-27) 
 Faith that is Willing to Forsake  
The Real War – the Spiritual Realm (11:28-29) 
 Faith that Fights What it Cannot See 
The Long War - It’s Always Too Early to Quit (11:30) 
 Faith that Keeps Marching  
The War of Doubt (11:31) 
 Faith God Wants and Loves Us Regardless of our Past 
The War that Fights (11:32-34) 
 Faith that Doesn’t Flee 
The War in Whatever (11:35-38) 
 Faith even in the Darkness 
The War and It’s Victors (11:39-40) 
 Faith the War has Already Been Won 

 
Chapter 11 – Christ and His Faithful Followers: the Hall of Faith 

• Faith in Worship (the Worship of the Lamb) – 11:4 

• Faith in Walking – 11:5-6 

• Faith in Working – 11:7 

• Faith in Waiting – 11:8-22 

• Faith in Warring – 11:23-35 

• Faith in Whatever – 11:35-40 
 
Prayer 
The Word of God is Living and Powerful, and is ready, and will do a mighty work in our lives. 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the 
division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

 
In Every Study 

• Who Is God? (How Great is He?) 

• What Does He Think of Me? (How Wonderful Are His Thoughts Towards Me?) 

• What Does He Want Me to Do?  

• What Can I Boldly Request of Him? 

• What Do I Need to Be on Guard of When I Leave Here Today? 
Boldly come to the throne of grace, ask God to reveal Himself in a mighty way to you, and to do I might 
work in you, and through you. 
Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in 
time of need 

 
 


