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Matthew 15
Traditions (15:1-20)

The Outline of the Book of Matthew:
His Birth (Matthew 1-2)

His Life (Matthew 3-15)

His Death (Matthew 16-27)
His Resurrection (Matthew 28)

Theme of the Book of Matthew:

Matthew is primarily written to the Jewish people, so this book has a Jewish flavor to it. From the
beginning we see its Jewish flavor as these genealogies prove that Jesus has the right to the throne of
King David. If I was to give the Book of Matthew a title, it would be “The King has Come”, for the book

emphasizes the kingship of Jesus Christ, and thus is the theme of this book:
(Matthew 27:11 NKJV) Now Jesus stood before the governor. And the governor asked Him, saying, "Are You the King of the
Jews?" So Jesus said to him, "It is as you say."

God inaBox /1 Samuel 4

Fighting the Philistines in a brutal battle( 1 Samuel 4), as the Israelites’ losses mounted, so did their
despair. Then someone had a brilliant idea: “Let’s bring in the Ark of the Covenant!” The ark of the
Covenant, a box about three feet long and two feet wide, was instrumental in tabernacle worship. When
the ark was brought into the Israelite camp, the Israelites cheered so loudly that their shout of triumph
could be heard in the Philistine camp. But though the Israelites charged ahead with the Ark leading them,
they were defeated resoundingly. And the Philistines captured the Ark.

The Lesson?

The lesson? An obvious one. The people of God should not have tried to put God in a box, saying, “This
box will represent God, and we will have victory because of it.” Instead of looking to the Lord, they looked
to the box and were beaten badly.

Today’s Passage / Can’t see Outside the Box — Regardless what happening Outside the Box

In today’s passage of Scripture we see Jesus dealing with man’s traditions as religious leaders will come
and challenge Jesus on why His disciples don’'t do the ceremonial hand cleansing before they eat.
Traditions, rituals, rules, that men have made up, not God, these traditions so often put God in a box,
limits what He can do in that persons life, because they can'’t think “outside the box”, they can’t see apart
from the box, if it isn’t in the box, then it is not of God, regardless of everything else that is going on,
“outside of the box”.

| Grew Up in Religious System / Come to heart of Matter

| grew up in a very religious system, and for me, and maybe you if you came from a background of a
religious system, it is hard to break away from our traditions that were indoctrinated in us as youth,
growing up in a religious system. Well the Lord has a wonderful word for us today, the freedom from
tradition, the bondage they bring us under. Rather the Lord the Lord just brings us back to the heart of
the matter, it is looking at Him (outside the box), and His Word. This Bible contains the Word of God, but
it doesn’t contain God, for nothing can contain God, not the Universes itself.

No Coincidence — After Walking on Water

It is no coincidence that this passage of Scripture on Tradition comes right after the passage of Jesus
walking on water. For we have to think outside of that box, human reasoning, and look upon God and His
ability to do great things outside of our human wisdom and reasoning.

So, verse 1 & 2,
(Matthew 15:1 NKJV) Then the scribes and Pharisees who were from Jerusalem came to Jesus,
saying,



(Matthew 15:2 NKJV) "Why do Your disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? For they do
not wash their hands when they eat bread."

Delegation / Law Moses — Further Revelation / Word of Elders Greater

A delegation of scribes and Pharisees came from Jerusalem to ask Jesus why His disciples did not follow
the hand-washing tradition of the elders. You see, although the Jews rightly taught that the law was given
to Moses on Mount Sinai, they also said that later on, the Lord gave further revelation to Moses that was
not written in the Scriptures. This further revelation was passed down orally from generation to generation
(much of it is written in the Talmud, which is the Jewish Rabbi’'s commentary on the OT), and the Jews
became so caught up in it, they actually went so far as to say that the word of the elders was weightier
than the Word of God. We see that is still applied today in many churches, where they say the words of
man are greater than the Word of God.

One Tradition — Hand Washing / Demon Shibna /¥ Eggshell / Between Each Course

One such oral tradition dealt with the ceremonial washing of hands. The Rabbis taught that at night, the
demon Shibna would often come and sit upon a man’s hands as he slept. They went on to say that if
anyone ate with hands that had been sat upon by a demon, the demon could enter into him through the
food and take control of him. Therefore, the Rabbis concluded, before eating one needed to wash his

hands in the following manner:

One was to take one and a half eggshells of water and pour it over his hands as they were pressed together uprightly,
letting the water drip only to his wrists and no further. Then, he would flip his hands over, pointing them downward while yet another
one-and-a-half eggshells of water was poured over them. Finally, he was to rub his right fist with his left palm, then his left fist with
his right palm. This procedure was followed not only before every meal, but between each course of every meal. (if | had to do this
before each course | would probably be 20pds lighter, that beats any Atkins Diet, or the Zone).

75 miles — Best they can Do
So these religious leaders travel all this way (some 75 miles), and this is the best they can come up with,
“why don’t your disciples wash their hand before they eat”.

Consider all the Past Works / Sermon Mt — Dead — Blind — 5000 / Then Walking on Water

Consider the all the past workings of Christ to this point (the things that happened outside the box). The
teaching of Jesus on the Sermon on the Mount; yet no challenge there, raising of the dead, healing
leprosy, restoring sight to the blind, feeding the 5000, and no challenge there, and then the walking on the
water.

Be Sure the Word out on Walking Water

Now you can be sure that the word got out and about of Jesus walking In the water. If you saw it you
would be telling that story over and over, and they would be doing the same who ever heard it
themselves.

Ended chp 14 - People getting Healed / Disciples overhear — Get out of Town

We ended chapter 14 with the disciples and Jesus coming through the storm, people recognizing Jesus
and then bringing the sick to Jesus, and it says as many as touched him were made perfectly well.
Imagine people getting healed, full of joy and excitement, telling everyone you should have seen it, | saw
this blind guy touch Jesus and get healed. Then they brought paralyzed guy and Jesus healed Him, the
guy is amazing. Imagine the disciples standing by, overhearing, and who could resist, maybe still dripping
water, and they say, | just saw Him walk on water. Get out of town they would say, No really it is true, |
saw it with my own eyes. No way they would say, hey Joe listen to this one.

Peter — | saw it / Lost my Balance

No way, get out of town. Peter would say oh it's true; | was standing right there (you were in the boat too,
they may asked), oh no | was there with Him, literally, standing on the water with Him, Now you may hear
stories of me sinking, pay them no mind, it was quite windy out there, | had merely lost my balance, but it
is true Jesus walked on water!



3 days — Best they Do / Daydreaming — Debunk Him / Pastor Conferences

So these religious leaders travel 75 miles to confront Jesus, and the best they could come up with is why
don’t your guys wash their hands. If they walked 25 miles a day, it would have taken 3 days to get there,
they had 72 hours to prepare for the confrontation, no doubt they talked of nothing else as they walked,
“boy when | see this Jesus, | am going be all over Him, we are going to debunk this guy once and for all.
Maybe daydreaming of returning to the Temple in Jerusalem, great fanfare from the religious leaders,
being the guest speaker at all the Pastor Conferences, this is going to really launch my ministry they may
have daydreamed.

All they Heard / Do people do that to You

After all they had heard about Jesus doing, that’s it? I'd be embarrassed to say that. Do people ever do
that to you, oh well look at you Mr. Christian; hmm | just saw you get mad, or | just heard you cuss when
the door jammed your finger. That the best you can do, do you know what | use to do 3-years ago. If you
are building a case against Christianity it is a pretty weak one.

Jesus Disregards / Traditions Weak — no Substance / Ceremonies — Phrases — Food / Never Told
Back to our story, man’s traditions then, man’s traditions now, they are weak. Tradition is weak, because
it has no substance, no weight to it, because it is based on man’s wisdom, it is limited to what's in the
box. As | grew up in the religious system, | had to do certain ceremonies at certain ages, eat certain foods
on certain days, and repeat certain phrases in certain places. One day | finally asked why? | asked why
do we do these things, and no one could answer me, except with the answer “because — that is what we
do, that is what we are told to do”. The traditions were weak because they had no meaning, no
substance. All the traditions | was told to do, but no one ever came and told me, you know the emptiness
in your heart, Jesus can fill it, you know that thing you are in bondage to, Jesus can free you of it. Do you
know His thoughts towards you, thoughts of peace and not of evil. Do you He is coming back soon for
you, do you know He is going to set-up His Kingdom on earth. No one ever told me those things, they
could only tell me, “Because — that is what we do”. Traditions are weak, because they have no
substance. And since they have no substance, they have no power......... traditions can never heal the
sick, raise the dead, nor walk on water.

(Matthew 15:3 NKJV) He answered and said to them, "Why do you also transgress the
commandment of God because of your tradition?

(Matthew 15:4 NKJV) "For God commanded, saying, '"Honor your father and your mother'; and,
'He who curses father or mother, let him be put to death.'

(Matthew 15:5 NKJV) "But you say, 'Whoever says to his father or mother, "Whatever profit you
might have received from me is a gift to God";

(Matthew 15:6 NKJV) 'then he need not honor his father or mother.' Thus you have made the
commandment of God of no effect by your tradition.

Corban — Dedicated / Convenient way to Refuse Helping Others/Family / Honor Parents

The tradition of the elders stated specifically that if you had something in your house which was of great
value, you could say it was “corban,” or “dedicated,” which then made that object a gift to God. You could
still keep it in your house and use it for your purposes, but it was technically dedicated to God. It was a
convenient way to refuse help to people in need—even to those in your own family, but still feel spiritual.
Jesus indicts the people for this practice, saying, “The Scriptures declare, honor your father and your
mother. But you have made the commandment of God of none effect by your vain traditions.”

Example - GTO

An example today would be a man with two cars. A minivan to drive the wife and 4 kids around, and then
a 69 GTO mint condition muscle car, for his weekend joyrides. Now he loves that car, washes it and
waxes it every Saturday, reads hot rod magazine to it before bed every night, and then tucks it in ever so
gently with the custom made car cover, even though it sits in the garage.

Momé&Dad
Well his mom and dad come over one day and say son our car broke down, can we borrow yours for a
few weeks until we can get it fixed. We can’t afford to get it fixed right now, our next social security check



is still two weeks away, and you know with BGE rate hike, the price of gas, and the cost of dad’s heart
medicine money is really tight. The man is stunned, oh my, think of an excuse, and think quickly, ah, the
car needs windshield washing fluid, ah, | mean the transmission fell out, no, oh it's Corban mom and dad.
See | would love to loan it to you, help you out of your tough spot, but this car is dedicated to the Lord, it
is a gift to the Lord. You see | only drive it when | pray, yes | put the top down, and | and the Lord go for a
ride together. | pray for the people as | pass them, those men in their minivans — losers, | mean | pray
blessings on the people. I've dedicated this 400cc of piston-pounding, 0-60 in 3.5 seconds, greased
lightening power unto the Lord. Sorry | cant help you, but hey here is 2 dollars for bus tokens, mom take
some “Aleve” for your arthritis before you walk the 6 blocks to bus stop through the drug invested
neighborhood you live in — God bless you.

I’'m so Wonderful / Verse 7 - Hypocrite

Oh, I'm so wonderful, always there to help in time of need. Verse 7, Jesus says you hypocrites. You've
embraced mans traditions, which are pure lip service unto me, and have totally disregarded My Word,
and disregards the needs of the people around you.

(Matthew 15:7 NKJV) "Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, saying:

(Matthew 15:8 NKJV) 'These people draw near to Me with their mouth, And honor Me with their
lips, But their heart is far from Me.

(Matthew 15:9 NKJV) And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of
men."

Jesus Definition of Hypocrite

Jesus’ definition of a hypocrite, a person says wonderful words with this their lips, their mouth says praise
God, hallelujah (I own all 7 of the WOW Cd’s), but the person’s heart is far from God. They say the right

words, but have no regard for God’s Word, they live a life contrary to the words they speak. If that is your
life today, Jesus says you are a hypocrite, and if | was you | would deal with it before the sun goes down.

Jesus Quotes OT

Verse 8-Jesus quotes Isaiah (29:11). Good thing to note here. Jesus is well-versed in the Old Testament
He quotes or refers to the Old Testament over 400 times (so | am told — never personally counted). It is a
neat study to look for the words in red and look at the OT verses He quoted. Christian it is important to
keep yourself balanced with Old and New. The OT is a wealth of stories and applications. Even Jesus

said we should do so in Matthew 13. The OT will explode your understanding of the NT
(Matthew 13:52 NKJV) Then He said to them, "Therefore every scribe instructed concerning the kingdom of heaven is like a
householder who brings out of his treasure things new and old."

(Matthew 15:10 NKJV) When He had called the multitude to Himself, He said to them, "Hear and
understand:

(Matthew 15:11 NKJV) "Not what goes into the mouth defiles a man; but what comes out of the
mouth, this defiles a man."

Calls Multitude / Takes Daily Event — Teaches / Superstar — Iran — Coke Cola

Jesus calls the multitude over; another great example, principle for life. Jesus takes a daily event and
turns it into an opportunity to teach. Parents this is a great example and principle to apply to our families
and kids. Don’t wait for Sundays to teach our kids, don't be limited to your family devotions, but take life
events around you to speak to your kids spiritual things, same for your co-workers or unsaved loved one.
When they show the superstar checking into the Betty Ford clinic, great time to say to the kids, boy you
would think all that money and fame would make them happy, but it doesn’t, no Jesus, no peace, true
contentment comes through Jesus Christ. Watching the news and the ties between Iran and Russia as it
is displayed on the news; you know that is interesting you say to that unsaved loved one, that is just what
is prophesied in the Book of Ezekiel chapter 38. Boy this Coke Cola is good, do you know son that in
India more people have heard the name Coke Cola than they have the Name of Jesus Christ, let's pray
for them.



Jesus Uses Everyday Life to Teach / May we have Eyes to See the Opportunity
Jesus uses lifts everyday situations and events to teach His disciples and followers some spiritual truths,
good example for us, may God give us eyes to see the opportunities when they come.

(Matthew 15:12 NKJV) Then His disciples came and said to Him, "Do You know that the Pharisees
were offended when they heard this saying?"

(Matthew 15:13 NKJV) But He answered and said, "Every plant which My heavenly Father has not
planted will be uprooted.

Man you Upset Them / Jesus won’t Water down Word / Disciples take Example — Acts 4

The disciples are like hey Jesus, man you really got those guys upset, they are going to be causing
trouble you keep that up. But Jesus won’t water the word down to keep people from feeling
uncomfortable, (worrying that they won’t come back to the church). The disciples will take the example of
Jesus to heart. In Acts 4 they will be thrown in prison. and promised to be released if they will relax on

three preaching, but Peter and John will say, we cannot but speak the things we have seen and heard
Acts 4:18 - 20 (NKJV) S0 they called them and commanded them not to speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesus. °But Peter
and John answered and said to them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you more than to God, you judge. *For we
cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.”

Shake their World
People, shake their world, it is the only hope they have, for the uprooting is their destiny if nothing
changes. Comfort the afflicted, afflict the comfortable. When you rest, then they will rest.

(Matthew 15:14 NKJV) "Let them alone. They are blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind leads
the blind, both will fall into a ditch."

Let them Alone — Powerful Words / Tough Time — But casting Pearls to Swines
Jesus says, give them the word and move on. Some powerful words against them, words | would never
want to hear from the Lord, “Let them alone”. There is a time, and | know it is hard, but there can be a

casting of pearls to swine, we will need spiritual discernment of when this time is:
Matt 7:6 (NKJV) ®“Do not give what is holy to the dogs; nor cast your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet,
and turn and tear you in pieces.

Norfolk

When we were in Norfolk there were these 2 guys talking to me a 2 team members, and they just wanted
to keep piping on this slavery thing, they would not let it go, our member sharing with them says this has
nothing to do with slavery, it is about you and God. They just wouldn't let it go, and kept coming back to it.
Finally | said, alright we have to go meet the rest of the team, they are waiting for us (which they were).
The one guy said, there you go, you just showed me your heart, you just showed me your character, what
you really are. You don’'t have time or care for individuals, you can’t stop for us, | see your heart. | have
to say, it really got me, | had that moment where | wanted to say, no that is not true, I'm not like that, but |
knew it wouldn’'t have changed anything. We gave them all they needed, they just wanted to vent on us
and argue. | said you don’t need me, we have given you the gospel of John, the tract of how to get right
with God, and an invitation to come hear the gospel for free, tonight at 7. If you really want to know, it is
all there for you. The guy just started on me again, and kept going as we walked away. | said to myself, |
wonder if these 2 with me think I'm cold, uncaring, and | even questioned Lord am | doing the right thing,
but the Lord confirmed it in my heart. It can be a tough place to be, to say, “let them alone”, they have
been given all they need, there is a time to move on. Interestingly, verse 21, it say Jesus departed from
them, goes to Tyre and the first thing we read of is a Gentile woman coming and getting saved, had He
stayed to debate, He may have missed that woman. What is interesting is the 2 people with me, each of
them were praying just 1 hour later with people, almost simultaneously, to receive the Lord. Even the
Lord says at times, Let them Alone.

(Matthew 15:15 NKJV) Then Peter answered and said to Him, "Explain this parable to us."
(Matthew 15:16 NKJV) So Jesus said, "Are you also still without understanding?

(Matthew 15:17 NKJV) "Do you not yet understand that whatever enters the mouth goes into the
stomach and is eliminated?



(Matthew 15:18 NKJV) "But those things which proceed out of the mouth come from the heart,
and they defile a man.

(Matthew 15:19 NKJV) "For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries,
fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies.

(Matthew 15:20 NKJV) "These are the things which defile a man, but to eat with unwashed hands
does not defile a man."

Peter — Book of Acts

Peter won’t get and understand this even after Jesus’ explanation, we will see that in the Book of Acts
where Peter refuses to eat what was considered unclean. These traditions were well entrenched in these
people.

Acts 10:13 - 15 (NKJV) **And a voice came to him, “Rise, Peter; kill and eat.” **But Peter said, “Not so, Lord! For | have never

eaten anything common or unclean.” **And a voice spoke to him again the second time, “What God has cleansed you must not call
common.”

Jesus says let them Alone — But Peter gets %2 Page / God will make sure you Understand

Jesus says of the Pharisees, Let them alone, but Peter asks what does this mean, can you explain, and
we got a half page of words in red. Peter says Lord please explain, Jesus says sure thing, pull up a chair.
The Lord is always patient to teach us to make sure we understand, so never worry about asking. He
loves to teach His little ones. He wants to be sure that we understand. God will spend countless time
with the one who truly wants to understand, and so too should we.

Peter’s 15t Recorded Question / Peter Left box of Traditions — Place of Limiting God / Come

Next study we will look at the statement of Jesus about defilement, but what | want to close this study out
with is Peter. This is Peter’s first recorded question in the Scriptures (asking if that was Jesus in the
storm was more a statement — bid me to Come). Peter has left the box of traditions, he has left the place
of limiting God and what He can do, and it all began in the storm. Peter learned through the storm, god

always say to us — Come!

(Matthew 14:28 NKJV) And Peter answered Him and said, "Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You on the water."
(Matthew 14:29 NKJV) So He said, "Come." And when Peter had come down out of the boat, he walked on the water to go to
Jesus.

More than Ever — Want to walk where Jesus Walks / Circumstances — Understanding / Deeper
Like Peter, now more than ever in my life | find | want to walk where Jesus is walking. | want to walk
above my circumstances. And, like Peter, | want to walk above my understanding. | want in my heart for
God to call me to a place that is supernatural. |1 want walk in a place that is more spiritual than where |
walk now, than where my mind comprehends and understands. Like Peter, Lord take me to a deeper
understanding of who you are, a deeper understanding of your ways,

Peter Asks — Lord says Come / Lets Leave the Boat — Lift the Lids / Not be Content

Peter asks, and once again, the Lord says - Come. Whatever it is in your life, may you say Lord, | don’t
understand, explain to me, teach me. And, may we all leave our boats, take the lids off of our boxes, let
us not be content where we are today.



Freedom from Formulas
(15:10-28)

The Outline of the Book of Matthew:
His Birth (Matthew 1-2)

His Life (Matthew 3-15)

His Death (Matthew 16-27)
His Resurrection (Matthew 28)

Theme of the Book of Matthew:

Matthew is primarily written to the Jewish people, so this book has a Jewish flavor to it. From the
beginning we see its Jewish flavor as these genealogies prove that Jesus has the right to the throne of
King David. If | was to give the Book of Matthew a title, it would be “The King has Come”, for the book

emphasizes the kingship of Jesus Christ, and thus is the theme of this book:
(Matthew 27:11 NKJV) Now Jesus stood before the governor. And the governor asked Him, saying, "Are You the King of the
Jews?" So Jesus said to him, "It is as you say."

Recap / God in a Box — Limits God — Bondage for Us / Right after Walking on Water

In our last study we saw how man’s traditions puts God in a box and limits His ability to do all that He
desires in our lives. Traditions, rituals and formulas put us in bondage, and limit us from enjoying our
freedom in Christ. As we had studied, it was no coincidence that Jesus dispels man’s traditions right after
He had walked on water (end of chapter 14). He says to us to think outside what human wisdom says is
right and possible, and to keep our eyes upon Jesus, and our ears open to His Word. And as He said to
Peter, Come, that we too will come to where He is at and what He is doing.

Subject of Discussion — Ceremonially Hand Cleansing

The tradition that was the subject of discussion was why they didn’'t wash their hands according to the
ceremonially cleansing that was prescribed by the Religious Leaders, though not by the Word of God,
and that theme is our theme with the explanation Jesus gives about defilement, and the Canaanite
woman who comes seeking healing for her daughter. We continue to see that it is not traditions, rituals,
or formulas that set a man free, but only God Himself. So let’s pick up in verse 10 for context.

(Matthew 15:10 NKJV) When He had called the multitude to Himself, He said to them, "Hear and
understand:

(Matthew 15:11 NKJV) "Not what goes into the mouth defiles a man; but what comes out of the
mouth, this defiles aman." ...

(Matthew 15:12 NKJV) Then His disciples came and said to Him, "Do You know that the Pharisees
were offended when they heard this saying?"

(Matthew 15:13 NKJV) But He answered and said, "Every plant which My heavenly Father has not
planted will be uprooted.

(Matthew 15:14 NKJV) "Let them alone. They are blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind leads
the blind, both will fall into a ditch.”

Verse 15, Peter asks Jesus to explain what this meant.

(Matthew 15:15 NKJV) Then Peter answered and said to Him, "Explain this parable to us."
(Matthew 15:16 NKJV) So Jesus said, "Are you also still without understanding?

(Matthew 15:17 NKJV) "Do you not yet understand that whatever enters the mouth goes into the
stomach and is eliminated?

(Matthew 15:18 NKJV) "But those things which proceed out of the mouth come from the heart,
and they defile a man.

(Matthew 15:19 NKJV) "For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries,
fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies.



(Matthew 15:20 NKJV) "These are the things which defile a man, but to eat with unwashed hands
does not defile a man."

What'’s out of Mouth —is in Heart
Jesus is saying what comes out of the mouth, is what is in the heart.

Covered Bottle Contents

Now if | had a bottle here, and the outside of that bottle wasn’t clear, you would never know what really
was in the bottle. Was it full, was it half full, was it empty. Let’s say it is filled, well then you would never
know what the color of the contents were; is it a clear liquid? Or red, or yellow, pink, green, purple,
orange, or blue? You would never know until | open the lid, and poured the contents within, out.

When Lid Opened — Contents Known

Well that is what Jesus is saying in essence; when the lid is opened, the contents within will be known.
Doesn’t matter how beautiful or unbeautiful the vessel is, the contents that come forth from the vessel tell
what is the heart of the vessel.

The List is the Law
These things Jesus lists (murders, adulteries, fornication, thefts, false witness, blasphemies) are not just
random example, it is the Law, the 10 Commandments:

The 10 Commandments:

1.) Thou shalt have no other gods before me. (Exodus 20:3) / blasphemies

2.) Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing (Exodus 20:4-6) /
blasphemies

3.) Thou shalt not take the nhame of the LORD thy God in vain; (Exodus 20:7) / blasphemies
4.) Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. (Exodus 20:8-11) / blasphemies

5.) Honour thy father and thy mother: (Exodus 20:12) / evil thoughts

6.) Thou shalt not kill. (Exodus 20:13) / murders

7.) Thou shalt not commit adultery. (Exodus 20:14) / adulteries & fornications

8.) Thou shalt not steal. (Exodus 20:15) / thefts

9.) Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. (Exodus 20:16) / false witness
10.) Thou shalt not covet (Exodus 20:17) / evil thoughts

Law a Schoolmaster / law — then Sacrifices / Lay Hands on Innocent Sacrifice

The Law was given to lead all men everywhere to God, a God who loves them. It was a schoolmaster to
lead people to Christ, to see their need for a Savior. In Exodus, we see that after the Law was given,
then the sacrificial system was given; it was given for a way for man to make amends before the Holy
God for breaking His Holy Law. If you break the Law, then you had to take an innocent substitute, an
animal, and lay your hand upon the head of the substitute and confess your sin unto the innocent

substitute. It was to bring man to a realization that someone has to die for breaking the Law.
Gal 3:24 - 25 (NKJV) #Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith. 2°But after faith has
come, we are no longer under a tutor.

Jesus saying — Traditions not Cover Your Sin
Jesus is saying to these religious leaders, your traditions will not cover your sin, your breaking of the Law,
you need the substitute, because what comes out of your mouth proves the condition of your heart.

Jesus sounds Harsh — Pouring Heart Out / Need Substitute — | am the Lamb

Jesus sounds harsh here, but truly what we are reading here is a God of love, pouring His heart out to
sinful man saying you are ill, your thoughts and your mouth confirm it. Don’t rely on your traditions, what
man has told you, a church you belong to, but look for the innocent substitute to lay your hand upon and
transfer your guilt and shame unto. | am that innocent substitute, | am the Lamb of God who takes away

the sins of the world, more specifically.............. your sin! John 1:29 (NKJV) ®The next day John saw Jesus coming
toward him, and said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!



Crucify Him

| think of Pilate asking the people what will you have me do with this Man, and the crowd yells crucify,
crucify Him. |tremble, and my heart breaks, as | realize had | been there | too would have yelled those
very same words, crucify Him; not as one yelling in anger and hatred, not as one yelling “I will not have
this man rule over me (as they did)”, but | would have yelled crucify, so that this man can rule over me, for
| see there is no other way except | transfer my guilt and shame unto the Innocent Lamb, my mouth and
thoughts confirm my guilt of breaking God’s Holy Law, and my need for a substitute. My sin yells louder
than any mob that day! Blessed be the Lord.

(Matthew 15:21 NKJV) Then Jesus went out from there and departed to the region of Tyre and
Sidon.

Jesus Crosses Borders

Jesus crosses a border to get to these people. Praise God that He crosses borders to get to us. Nothing
can stop God from coming to you, only your hard heart can. | am thankful that nothing stopped Him from
crossing borders (across the universe) to me, to think what my life would have been, and what my future

would be — separated from Him for all eternity.

Have you give your life to Him? Please do not leave this place today until you have.

(Matthew 15:22 NKJV) And behold, a woman of Canaan came from that region and cried out to
Him, saying, "Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David! My daughter is severely demon-
possessed.”

This woman Gentile — Not Jewish
This woman is a Canaanite, she is a Gentile, she in not a Jew. Canaan was a Gentile region, non-
Jewish, and not friends of Israel.

(Matthew 15:23 NKJV) But He answered her not a word. And His disciples came and urged Him,
saying, "Send her away, for she cries out after us."

Disciples say She Bugging Us

Matthew 15:23 (b) - And His disciples came and urged Him, saying, "Send her away, for she cries out
after us." - Her tears, no doubt, were having an effect on the disciples, and they came to Jesus, saying,
“Lord, send her away. She’s bothering us.”

(Matthew 15:24 NKJV) But He answered and said, "I was not sent except to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel."
(Matthew 15:25 NKJV) Then she came and worshiped Him, saying, "Lord, help me!"

Parents are we This Desperate
Parents are we as desperate as she is to bring our kids to Christ?

(Matthew 15:26 NKJV) But He answered and said, "It is not good to take the children's bread and
throw it to the little dogs."

Jesus responds Allegorically / Came Jews First

Jesus responds to the woman allegorically. In speaking of children, He is referring to the children of
Israel, the Jews. In speaking of bread, He is referring to Himself, the Bread of Life. In speaking of dogs,
using the Greek word for a pet dog, He is referring to the Gentiles. In other words, Jesus is saying, “Since
| have come first and foremost to the house of Israel, my primary focus must be upon the Jews.”

(Matthew 15:27 NKJV) And she said, "Yes, Lord, yet even the little dogs eat the crumbs which fall
from their masters' table.”



| understand Your Priorities / Not to Destroy — But to Develop

“I hear You,” she says. “l understand you’re working according to certain priorities, (for the Jews were the
ones who were to carry the Gospel out to the world). She says, yet even though the puppy dogs don’t get
the best bread, they still get the leftover crumbs that fall from the table.” Can’t you see in your mind’s eye
a smile break out on the face of Jesus? This is what He was after all along—not to destroy her, but to
develop her.

Religious Leaders not Getting It / Disciple Neither / But She Did — God Crosses Borders
The religious leaders weren’t getting it (as we have just read), even the disciples had a hard time getting
it, yet this unknown Gentile lady got it, God crosses borders, and He came for all the world

(Matthew 15:28 NKJV) Then Jesus answered and said to her, "O woman, great is your faith! Let it
be to you as you desire." And her daughter was healed from that very hour.

Gune —term of Respect
The word translated “woman” is “gune”, a term of respect. Jesus used the same word when He spoke of
His mother.

Jesus not Difficult — Drawing an Understanding Out
Jesus was not trying to be difficult with her. Rather, He was drawing out an understanding from her that
would be helpful not only in her situation specifically, but to us and to all generations historically.

Came with Great Need / But left with Greatest Need

In verse 25 it says that she worshipped the Lord. You see she came to Jesus needing something, it was
a great need, her daughter was ill, as great as her need was it wasn’t her greatest need — her greatest
need was to know Jesus. Once she had Jesus, she had all she needed. When we have Jesus we have
all we need, and equally so, it is when He has all of us!

What an Example for All of Us

Jesus Knew All Along / Taught Power of True Worship

Jesus knew all along what He would be doing. He knew He would indeed heal and bless. But in the
process, He taught this Canaanite woman, and all who have studied her story, the power and reality of
true worship. | encourage you this day, precious people, to put away phrases and forms and instead
follow the example of the Canaanite woman. Worship Jesus in simplicity and sincerity and watch Him
work powerfully and radically.

Verse 22/ Son of David

(Matthew 15:22 NKJV) And behold, a woman of Canaan came from that region and cried out to Him,
saying, "Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David! My daughter is severely demon-possessed." - The
phraseology this Canaanite woman uses is most enlightening. She approaches Jesus using a phrase
made popular by Jews who were in need of healing. “Have mercy on me, Son of David,” they would cry
whenever Jesus approached. Why did they refer to Jesus as “Son of David”? A thousand years earlier, a
prophecy was given to David that he would have a Son, a descendant who would reign forever—
Messiah. And when Messiah came, the lame would walk and blind eyes would be opened. Consequently,
the Jews who recognized Jesus as their Messiah called Him “Son of David.” Now suddenly, this
Canaanite lady, upon hearing of Jesus’ coming, searched for the most appropriate way to address Him.
Having heard Him referred to as “Son of David” by Jews lining His path, she borrowed the phrase from

them. She may have even practiced it in front of the mirror before coming to see Jesus:

(2 Samuel 7:16 NKJV) "And your house and your kingdom shall be established forever before you. Your throne shall be established
forever." "

(2 Samuel 7:17 NKJV) According to all these words and according to all this vision, so Nathan spoke to David.

Verse 23/ Ever a Situation
(Matthew 15:23 NKJV) But He answered her not a word. And His disciples came and urged Him, saying,
"Send her away, for she cries out after us." - If ever there were a situation to which | would think Jesus



would respond quickly, it would be to a mother crying helplessly over her child. Yet, here this crying
woman came to Jesus, and He answered her not a word.

| would Gave Up / So Much Against Her
If | were this woman, | think at this point | would have slunk away in despair. After all, she had nothing
going for her.
e Her race was against her. She was a Canaanite—an enemy of the Israelites.
e Her sex was against her. She was a woman—in a time where women were held in low esteem.
e Eventhe disciples were against her, as they begged Jesus to send her away.
But you’ve got to admire this lady because she didn’t give up. And Jesus knew she wouldn’t. You see, If
you ever feel you are not hearing from God, keep seeking Him, don'’t let up or let go, for | can tell you it is
because He is trying to draw something out of you!

Verse 25/ Worshipped Him / No Longer Concerned of Phrases / Just open and Sincere
(Matthew 15:25 NKJV) Then she came and worshiped Him, saying, "Lord, help me!" - No longer
concerned about the right phraseology and the proper presentation, in desperation and openness, she
worships Jesus. In simplicity, she says, “Lord, save me,” and a miracle was underway.

Sometimes we think it the Words — How Hold Hands

Sometimes when we’re going through tough times, we hear how someone else prays, and we think, That
must be the key. King James English is what moves the hand of God. So we pray, “Father, | thankest
Thee that Thou beholdest the cries of all of Thy creation. Now, Father, in Thy magnificence and
benevolence, have mercy upon me in my situation.” And nothing happens. Or we hear someone share
how they lifted their hand to the Lord, and He reached down and pulled them out of their depression. And
we say, “Now how high did you hold your hand? Was it your right hand or your left hand?”

She throws Formula Aside / Worship works where Formulas Fail / Worship — “to turn and kiss”
This Canaanite woman was in that same situation. She had the formula, but she failed miserably until she
threw her formula aside and came in brokenness and openness to worship Jesus. Worship works where
formulas fail. The word “worship,” or proskuneo in Greek means, “to turn and kiss.” Guys, when you kiss
your wives, hopefully you don’t follow a ten-step program to better kissing. | mean, it needs to be
spontaneous and expressive, simple and sincere. The same is true of worship. Worship is not a
procedure we follow. It’s creative and spontaneous, simple and sincere.

David understood Principle / 2 Samuel 16
In Il Samuel 6:12, we see an account of one who understood this principle. The ark of the covenant had

been in the house of Obed-Edom for some time. David was bringing it back to Jerusalem.

2 Sam 6:12 - 14 (NKJV) *Now it was told King David, saying, “The LORD has blessed the house of Obed-Edom and all that belongs
to him, because of the ark of God.” So David went and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-Edom to the City of David
with gladness. *And so it was, when those bearing the ark of the LORD had gone six paces, that he sacrificed oxen and fatted

sheep. “Then David danced before the LORD with all his might; and David was wearing a linen ephod.

Dress for Success / Not Dress — Not Royal Robes — Disrobing — Spontaneity — Sincerity

There was a time when all the rage was dressing for success. Many years ago, there was a picture of
fifteen men standing with the then current President of the United States. Every single one had on a dark
suit and a red tie. Evidently, they had all read the same book! In the things of God, however, it's not so
much dressing for success, but undressing; not so much robing yourself in royalty and regality, but
disrobing in humility and spontaneity. David laid aside his “Dress For Success” manual and danced in his
underwear before the Lord with gladness and spontaneity, expressing his heart creatively, energetically,
and sincerely.

Michal — Where Dignity

Observing her husband dancing in his boxers, Michal said, “This is terrible. He’s the king of Israel.
Where’s his dignity?”

2 Sam 6:15 - 16 (NKJV) *So David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the LORD with shouting and with the sound of

the trumpet. **Now as the ark of the LORD came into the City of David, Michal, Saul’s daughter, looked through a window and saw
King David leaping and whirling before the LORD; and she despised him in her heart.




Fool

“That was great, Dave,” laughed Michal. “You made a big impression out there. You looked like a fool.”
2 Sam 6:20 (NKJV) *Then David returned to bless his household. And Michal the daughter of Saul came out to meet David, and
said, “How glorious was the king of Israel today, uncovering himself today in the eyes of the maids of his servants, as one of the
base fellows shamelessly uncovers himself!”

Remember Dad / Worker not Worshipper / You acting like Dad

David’s reply, “Remember your father, Michal? God was against him because although Saul was royal
and regal, he was not humble and open. He was a worker, not a worshipper. He didn’t have a heart after
God.” In other words, David is saying, “Michal, you’re acting just like your dad.”

2 Sam 6:21 - 22 (NKJV) ?'So David said to Michal, “It was before the LORD, who chose me instead of your father and all his house,
to appoint me ruler over the people of the LORD, over Israel. Therefore | will play music before the LORD. 2And | will be even more

undignified than this, and will be humble in my own sight. But as for the maidservants of whom you have spoken, by them | will be
held in honor.”

You seen Nothing Yet / But You won’t See Yourself
“If you think | acted foolishly today, stick around,” David declares. “What | have done, | have done unto
the Lord as an act of worship. And those maidens you are worried about? They will see the honor of the

Lord working in me.”, but you won’t see nothing yourself, you'll end up being barren:
2 Sam 6:23 (NKJV) ZTherefore Michal the daughter of Saul had no children to the day of her death.

Same True those who Wont Worship / Michal Barren / If feel Dry — Try Worship — Forget Formula
The same is true today. People or churches who feel worship is not important, or that it’s foolish to
express one’s heart to the Lord publicly and privately will, like Michal, experience a barrenness, a
dryness, and a lack of fruitfulness in their lives. Those of you who feel like the Lord is “answering you not
a word,” try worshiping Jesus. Put away your royal robes and futile formulas, your models for prayer and
worship, our limitation we put on Him, our putting Him in a box, and say, “Lord, help me express my heart
to You today.” When you do, you'll have you need for whatever the situation is in your life, because you
will have Him.

Issue not Right Phrase — But Open Heart / See Him — Have all we Need - In time of Need

The issue isn’t putting the right phrases together in the right tone, but the issue is calling out to Him in
sincerity; to open our hearts, to worship Him, to see Him. For when we see Him, when we have Him,
then we have all we need at that time, for we have Him, and more so, He has us. That is what the story
is before us today, this Caannite woman came with a formula and phrases, but she didn’t have Him. But
once she had Him, she had all she needed, and God ended up moving in her life to meet her other
needs.

Acts 16 / Imprisoned — Singing — Jailer / Object not Getting Out — Enjoying His Presence

In Acts 16 Paul and Silas are imprisoned for preaching the gospel. Prisons in those times were nasty,
dirty, dark, with a sewer drain running from cell to cell. What do they do? They begin to pray and sing
worship unto the Lord. What happens, the prison doors swing open, and the chains drop off of them.
What happens next is simply amazing. The jailer runs in thinking life is over, for to have a prisoner
escape meant death to the guard who lost them. Paul says, hey don’'t do yourself harm, put your sword
away, we are all still here. Still here!, not running out of those terrible conditions, what? You see the
objective was no longer getting out of prison; the objective was to enjoy the Lord. When the doors
opened, they were too caught up enjoying the Lord, that their surroundings and circumstances no longer

matter.

Acts 16:25 - 28 (NKJV) ?*But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening
to them. 26Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors
were opened and everyone’s chains were loosed. ?’And the keeper of the prison, awaking from sleep and seeing the prison doors
open, supposing the prisoners had fled, drew his sword and was about to kill himself. 2But Paul called with a loud voice, saying,
“Do yourself no harm, for we are all here.”

How Often | feel That / Feel Imprisoned — Worship Lifts me / Problem no longer Objective
How often that is true in my life. 1 go before the Lord with heavy heart due to my surroundings and
circumstances, | feel imprisoned, but as | enter into worship, casting off all my formulas and practices,



and just open my heart to Him, | find myself being lifted up, refreshed, and comforted. | no longer am
pressured or fearful of my circumstances, not set on having to have an answer, rather | am just sitting
with Him, enjoying. Whether | have that answer or situation resolved no longer matters, for | am in the
presence of God, and that is all that matters, for that is what | truly was craving all along — Him, and His
presence. Oh eventually the doors will open and things will happen, but most importantly | am in His
presence, enjoying fellowship with Him, for that is what every man was created for, to fellowship with their
Creator.

Rev 4:11 (KJV) "Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy
pleasure they are and were created.

Psalm 16:11 /1 am Full in His Presence
In His presence is fullness of joy. In that moment of worship | have fulfillment, and the things | feel are
causing this feeling of lacking, those problems or circumstances, suddenly become pale to me, because |

am full in His presence;
Psa 16:11 (NKJV) ' You will show me the path of life;  In Your presence is fullness of joy; At Your right hand are pleasures
forevermore.

When | Sing / Joy in Lord / Lord you Are /| Love you Lord / Holy of Holies / Prepare a Sanctuary

As | lift my voice up in worship, throwing off all my royal robes and regality, not caring what other think, or
what is going on around me, and | just worship Him, life changes, for | am in His presence. When | sing,
“there is joy in the Lord, there is love in His Spirit” my heart is moved, oh Lord it is true, you bring me joy.
When | sing, “Lord you Are” more precious than silver.....oh nothing compares to you, especially all these
things | am seeking in this world. When I sing, “I love You Lord”, and | lift my voice, to worship you, oh my
soul rejoice............ and it does, for | have you, | am yours, and you are mine. When | sing, take me into
the Holy of Holies................ oh Lord, take me out of my circumstances, my distracted world, and let me
dwell in your presence. Oh Lord, “Prepare me a Sanctuary”, pure and holy, tried and true, that is my
prayer Lord. When we worship, may we not sing tunes, but seek Him.

When do Doors Open —things Happen / Every Problem God gives Self

When we do, prison doors open, things begin to happen, but more so we are in His presence. May we
take the example of this Canaanite woman, throw off our religiosity, get rid of our model for worship, and
be like her and just cry out to Him, Lord help me................ and He will. | can’t promise that every
problem will be solved, but what | can promise is that in every problem God will give Himself, and you will
have all that you will need until the prison doors swing up.



The Feeding of the 4,000
(15:29-39)

The Outline of the Book of Matthew:
His Birth (Matthew 1-2)

His Life (Matthew 3-15)

His Death (Matthew 16-27)
His Resurrection (Matthew 28)

Theme of the Book of Matthew:

Matthew is primarily written to the Jewish people, so this book has a Jewish flavor to it. From the
beginning we see its Jewish flavor as these genealogies prove that Jesus has the right to the throne of
King David. If | was to give the Book of Matthew a title, it would be “The King has Come”, for the book

emphasizes the kingship of Jesus Christ, and thus is the theme of this book:
(Matthew 27:11 NKJV) Now Jesus stood before the governor. And the governor asked Him, saying, "Are You the King of the
Jews?" So Jesus said to him, "It is as you say."

March to Cross

We finish this major section of the Book of Matthew with our study in chapter 15, we have been studying
the Life of Jesus the King. Next week the emphasis of the Book changes and we begin the march to the
cross. Next week we will see Jesus withdraw from the crowds, and start spending His remaining time
teaching the disciples, and preparing them to carry forth the Gospel. He will give teaching covering
divorce to the end times. From forgiveness to His resurrection. From man’s ambitions to His Second
Coming. If you knew you were dying, what would you tell those you were leaving; well these are the
things Jesus thought most important to talk about, so we know we will be reading the deepest words ever
spoken to man.

Recap / Traditions — Limit God / Ceremonial Hand Cleansing — Gentile Woman / Same Context
We have been in this chapter for the last 2 weeks looking at man and his traditions. Looking how man’s
traditions and rituals limit the mighty work of God in a person’s life, even to the point of damnation. We
say Jesus rebuke the religious leaders on their tradition of ceremonially hand cleansing. We saw Jesus
draw out of the Gentile woman whose daughter was ill, to not try to seek God out with the right
phraseology, or religious jargon, but to throw all those things off and just come with a simple sincere
heart. And we finish this chapter in the same theme and context, don'’t limit what God can and will do, as
we look at the story of the feeding of the 4,000.

So let’s pick it up in verse 29,

(Matthew 15:29 NKJV) Jesus departed from there, skirted the Sea of Galilee, and went up on the
mountain and sat down there.

(Matthew 15:30 NKJV) Then great multitudes came to Him, having with them the lame, blind,
mute, maimed, and many others; and they laid them down at Jesus' feet, and He healed them.
(Matthew 15:31 NKJV) So the multitude marveled when they saw the mute speaking, the maimed
made whole, the lame walking, and the blind seeing; and they glorified the God of Israel.

Decapolis

Decapolis - [deh-KAP-oh-lis; “ten cities”] A district containing ten cities with large Greek populations, all
but Scythopolis situated E of the Jordan.

Mark 7:31 (NKJV) *Again, departing from the region of Tyre and Sidon, He came through the midst of the region of Decapolis to
the Sea of Galilee.

They come to Him / Reactive — Proactive / Too many Lopsided / Make the Trek / James 4:8

Jesus comes into this region, goes up on the mountain, and lets the people come to Him. Christian, this
walk we call Christianity is three things to say the least, it is reactive, proactive, and always interactive.
Can | say this, too many a Christian are lopsided in that their walk is only reactive (as they wait for Jesus



to come to them). Oh He will come to you, and you will be blessed, but look at the story before us today
as Jesus sat, and the people came. The people were proactive; they made the trek up the mountain to
hear from Him, and to watch Him do His wonders, and in the end they marveled and they glorified the
God of Israel. | suggest to you that will be true in your life, when you get proactive in your relationship
with Him, as you make the trek, even if it is uphill, to get to Him. People will say to me, | have prayed,
read the Bible, but | just don't feel close to God, | don't feel His presence. | say then something is wrong,
because what you are saying is contrary to His word, for His word says draw near to God, and He will
draw near to you. Christian there is a time you have to quit sitting and waiting for God to come to you,
and you have to get up and make the effort, make the climb up the mountain to get to Him. Do so, and |
promise you that you will see the same as these people, you will see the glory of God, for He says draw

near to Me, and | will draw near to you.
James 4:8 (NKJV) 8Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you
double-minded.

Gentile Woman — Powerful lllustration / Jesus no Respond — She Worships / Dog Licking Hand
We saw a most powerful illustration of this last study as the Gentile woman came, seeking Him out, being
proactive. She comes and the disciples say send her away she is wearing us out with her crying, and
even Jesus doesn’t immediately respond so that He might draw out of her what her true heart need was.
And then it says, she worshipped Him. The word in the Greek for worship is to turn and kiss, but it was
also the word for a puppy dog licking its master's hand. | like that visual picture; if you are a dog owner
you know can picture it well. It has been all day, you’ve been at work, you walk in the door and her
comes “Fluffy” full charge ahead, she is spinning her paws on the linoleum floor, tongue hanging out, ears
perked up, eyes wide up, full on charge. You bend down and she goes airborne, reckless abandon as
she flies into you, bowling you over, and that tongue is lapping away on your face, your hand, your ears,
whatever she can get her tongue on, because she cannot get enough of her master, she is that in love
with her master. For the dog, it gets what it wants, by giving all that it has. All | want, is you, and | am
going to throw myself into you with reckless abandon. That is proactive living. Too many Christians are
like cats, “oh you home”, “I'll just lay here on the couch and wait here for you to come over and pet me”.

Oh Christian, may you draw near to Him today, and enjoy and experience Him drawing near to youl!
Matt 15:25 (NKJV) 25Then she came and worshiped Him, saying, “Lord, help me!”

Worship - kuvéw, proskuneo™(pros-koo-neh'-o) - From G4314 and probably a derivative of G2965 (meaning to kiss, like a dog licking
his master’s hand); to fawn or crouch to, that is, (literally or figuratively) prostrate oneself in homage (do reverence to, adore):—
worship.

Verse 30 - At His Feet / Feet place of Submission — Hopelessness / | Need — What is Your Need
Verse 30 - Then great multitudes came to Him, having with them the lame, blind, mute, maimed, and
many others; and they laid them down at Jesus' feet, and He healed them — The feet for us, a place of
submission, a place of we are hopeless, helpless, we can’t do this on our own, | need you! What is your
need today, | do not know, but | know where you need to go first, | know what you need to do with it first,
lay it at His feet. May | remind you, their problems were the same place the waves in the storm were,

under His feet.
Matt 14:26 - 27 (NKJV) ®And when the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they
cried out for fear. 2’But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Be of good cheer! It is I; do not be afraid.”

(Matthew 15:32 NKJV) Now Jesus called His disciples to Himself and said, "I have compassion on
the multitude, because they have now continued with Me three days and have nothing to eat. And
| do not want to send them away hungry, lest they faint on the way."

Group Discussion / 3 days — That is Proactive / Same Moses 40d / God Sustained — Moses Slept
Jesus now calls the disciples over for a group discussion. These people have been with us for 3 days
now; did you hear that? 3 days! That is proactive living! How often, oh, | prayed for like 3 minutes over
that issue, | can’t understand why nothing has happened. They tarried with the Lord for 3 days, whatever
food they had is gone, and for some it seems they had none to start with, yet they stayed. What | believe
we are seeing here is the same as what Moses experienced; 40 days Moses was on the Mountain with
God with no food or drink (supernaturally sustained), 40 days of sitting with God. | didn’t say he didn’t
sleep. | wonder what that was like, saying good night to the Lord. | picture the Lord looking at Moses
sleep like I look at my 11month old (you parents know what | am saying), | could just stare at him sleep



for hours, | love to stroke his hair, kiss his lips while he sleeps, | wonder what it was like when Moses
slept there before the Lord. | wonder if the Father stroked his hair, kissed his lips, looked forward to
morning to talk again. Well Moses spends 40 days up on the Mountain, with no food or drink, and the
spiritual principle for us is clear, the appetite for the things of the world grow dim when we are in the
presence of the King. If you have a great appetite for the things of the world, | would doubt you are

spending much time up on the mountain in His presence.
Ex 34:28 (NKJV) ?So he was there with the LORD forty days and forty nights; he neither ate bread nor drank water. And He wrote
on the tablets the words of the covenant, the Ten Commandments.

Compassion — Bowels Move — every Fiber / Jesus shows Key — Think it Through / Nica - Camden
Verse 32 - Jesus says, | have compassion on the multitude — The word for “compassion” is to have ones
bowels moved. The very depth of the body is moved,; it is not merely a thought in the mind, but it affects
every fiber of the person’s being, to the point it grips their whole body. Can | share with you a key to
having compassion? Jesus shows us, a key to compassion is thinking it through. You see Jesus just
didn’t say wow they must be hungry because they haven'’t eaten in 3 days, but He played out what He
saw before Him into the future. They haven’t eaten; their stomach could be churning, but then He takes it
further, the lack of food will cause some to weak. They may start out on the way home and faint because
of their lack of energy. When they faint, they may head their head on the fall, or lose their footing and fall
off the mountain, they may faint in the middle of nowhere and be left to the elements, or the people they
are with won’t be able to carry them to help or safety. Jesus plays out how their current situation may or
will affect their future. When | see a picture of a starving kid in Nicaragua, | can say how sad. But when |
think it out, think it through, | think what it is like to go to bed that night with an empty stomach, to awake
in the morning and the first thought is to wonder if | am going to eat today, | think of all the smiles that are
missing that day in that child because hunger is robbing their joy. | look at my baby, and I think of his
smile, | think of him smiling as he crawls to me, grabbing me and pulling himself up and doing his little
bouncy jump with his big smile, and then | think how differently it would be if he hadn’t eaten the day
before, | picture his cry, his pain, and | am moved with compassion for those orphans and the poor kids in
Nicaragua. God bless you church, as we as a church tithe our tithe, our little church is providing food for
those little ones there at the Feeding Center at CC Managua. This past week a brother was telling me
about his father being ill, not being able to do even the basic things, needs someone to dress him, feed
him, help him, and | thought how sad. But then | pictured it being my father, I think of the man that once
carried me, that has always been so strong and healthy, and | thought what it would be like to watch him
go through that, and then | found myself having compassion, not just my mind was moved, but my whole
body and soul. Compassion, Jesus shows us a key for having compassion, thinking through how the
current situation plays all the way through. Don't just look, but think on it, and you will be moved with
compassion. And then, compassion will always lead you into action, because you can't just sit by and
watch, you must do something about it, and that is what Jesus did.

(Matthew 15:33 NKJV) Then His disciples said to Him, "Where could we get enough bread in the
wilderness to fill such a great multitude?"

(Matthew 15:34 NKJV) Jesus said to them, "How many loaves do you have?" And they said,
"Seven, and a few little fish."

(Matthew 15:35 NKJV) So He commanded the multitude to sit down on the ground.

(Matthew 15:36 NKJV) And He took the seven loaves and the fish and gave thanks, broke them
and gave them to His disciples; and the disciples gave to the multitude.

(Matthew 15:37 NKJV) So they all ate and were filled, and they took up seven large baskets full of
the fragments that were left.

(Matthew 15:38 NKJV) Now those who ate were four thousand men, besides women and children.
(Matthew 15:39 NKJV) And He sent away the multitude, got into the boat, and came to the region
of Magdala.

To be Filled / Jesus doesn’t want to give Just Enough to Get By

The word in verse 33 for fill means to “gorge, to supply food in abundance”. The disciples have come to
know Jesus well enough, that He doesn't just supply people enough to get by. They know when He
works in someone’s life, it is to overflowing, it is to abundance, it is to gorge them. If you only get one
thing out of this message today, | pray you grasp that, Jesus Christ, Our Lord and Savior hasn’t come into



our life, just so we can get by, he has come so that we may be filled to overflowing. Not with material

distractions, but with the Bread of Life. He has come that we may have life and that more abundant:
John 10:10 (NKJV) °The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. | have come that they may have life, and
that they may have it more abundantly.

Need some serious Money / Judas

So the disciples are like “man we need some serious money to get enough to feed these people and to
boot we are in the middle of nhowhere (wilderness)”. Judas, why is it that we never seem to have any
money? Are those new sandals you are wearing? Anyways, Judas says we don’t have enough money to
feed all these people Jesus.

Verse 34 — How Much / Only a Chapters Ago

So, Verse 34 - Jesus said to them, "How many loaves do you have?" And they said, "Seven, and a few
little fish." It was just a chapter ago, how could they forget what Jesus had done up the road there at the
Sea of Galilee when He fed 5,000 with 5 loaves and 2 fish?

Some Think it is Repeat
The passage before us is controversial. Many scholars suggest it is nothing more than a retelling of the
“feeding of the five thousand” story in Matthew 14. Why? It's the only explanation they can offer for the
seeming stupidity of the disciples. You see, here in chapter 15, the disciples ask Jesus how they are to
feed such a large crowd. Why would the disciples wonder how to feed four thousand if only a mere
chapter earlier, they had seen Jesus feed over five thousand? “The only logical answer,” conclude the
scholars, “is that Matthew 14:14-21 and Matthew 15:32—-39 are two different accounts of the same
event.” |, however, totally reject their premise for the following reasons:

e There were five thousand men in chapter 14.
There were four thousand men in chapter 15.
There were five loaves and two fish in chapter 14.
There were seven loaves and a few fish in chapter 15.
The multitude sat on the grass in chapter 14—the implication being it was springtime.
The multitude sat on the bare ground in chapter 15—the implication being it was summertime.
Jesus was in Bethsaida, the northern side of the Sea of Galilee, in chapter 14.
Jesus was in Decapolis (Mark 8), on the eastern side of Galilee in chapter 15.
After He fed the multitude in chapter 14, they wanted to make Him King.
After He fed the multitude in chapter 15, they made no such request.

Above All — Matt 16

Above all, however, the reason | know these two events are separate is because Jesus Himself referred
to them as such in Matthew 16:9, 10. If the “scholars” are right in suggesting there was only one feeding
with two accounts, then Matthew wasn'’t listening to the Spirit as he wrote his Gospel, and Jesus was

mistaken and confused about His own miracles. | find this hard to believe:
Matt 16:9 - 10 (NKJV) °Do you not yet understand, or remember the five loaves of the five thousand and how many baskets you

took up? °Nor the seven loaves of the four thousand and how many large baskets you took up?

How could they Forget / Application for Us / Decopolis not Galilee — Money - Zeus

Many read this story and struggle with it. “How can this be? How could the disciples forget about the
miracle that happened only one chapter previously? Nobody’s that dumb.” | suggest to you that the
answer to that very question is very applicable and helpful for me and for you. First, you must understand
that Galilee and Decapolis were very different regions. Galilee was the “headquarters” of Jesus’ ministry.
Galilee was where He hung out, delivered significant teachings, and developed His disciples. Decapolis,
on the other hand, was a confederation of ten Gentile cities with its own monetary system, judicial

system, king, and army. Decapolis was financially prosperous and very worldly. Huge monuments to Zeus
and Aphrodite dotted the landscape, and coliseums provided Roman-style entertainment.

Problem is — Didn’t Think Jesus would Work Here / Heathen Country /
| believe that’s where the problem was. Here, the disciples were with Jesus in Decapolis. “Certainly Jesus
won’t do a miracle here,” the disciples must have thought. “This is heathen territory. Most of this crowd is



Gentile. The Lord isn’'t going to feed these people. Besides that, they’ve been with Him three days now. In
Galilee, He fed the crowd after only one day.

This is the wrong place. These are the wrong people. This is the wrong time.”

Like traditions — Our Preconceived ldeas / Precursor — Canaanite Woman / Wipes all 3 Out

Like traditions, rituals, and formulas; our preconceived ideas of how God works, where He will work, and
when He will work all limits what He wants to do. Jesus had already gave them a precursor to this
situation but they had missed it. The Canaanite woman; a Jewish man would wake up every morning and
recite this prayer, “oh Lord | thank you that | was not born a woman, a gentile, or a dog. Jesus in one
moment wipes that whole prayer off the face of the map as this Gentile woman who Jesus referred to a
puppy dog is touched and received by Jesus.

What Disciples missed with Gentile Woman — Jesus has Compassion / Beyond Moment
What the disciples had missed here, but saw with the gentile woman, is that Jesus has compassion.
Jesus thinks beyond the moment, and He thinks through to the future, and it moves Him with
compassion.

God want to move and work in every situation, never is any situation excluded.

How | find Myself / There Heart too hard — Mine Is / Situation Just Bad / Forget He has Compassion
How many times | find myself saying, God is not going to work in this situation. That person’s heart is too
hard, or even my heart isn’t right because | haven’t being doing this or doing that. This just isn’t the right
situation, nobody wants to hear about God here, or this situation is bad and it is just going to stay bad. |
forget that Jesus has compassion.

Immediately Changes when | change my Thinking / | start to Look at what Do Have / He There
However, things immediately start to change, when | change my thinking. When | say, Lord you can
change this situation, and then immediately once | truly believe that, | find myself to start looking at what |
do have (not what | don’t have). What do we have to work with here, seven loaves and a few fish, alright
I'm not starting from scratch. Once | bring myself to believe God wants to work, then | will notice the
things that are already there, from which to work with. What | will see is, He is there............... He is
there in every situation, every place, every time, because He has compassion.

God wants to Change Every Situation more than 1 do / When | change Mind - | start to have Comp
Know and understand this, God wants to see the situation change more than | do, because He has great
compassion. But when | change my mind of how and where He will work, and | start to think beyond the
moment, and into the future, then | will have compassion, | will have a passion to see that situation
change (whether in their life — or in my life), and things will start to change.

So ends the Chapter on Tradition / May we be Free of them

So ends our chapter on God dealing with traditions, rituals, formulas, and our preconceived ideas of how
and when He will work. May we be free of them. One thing | noticed is that tradition, rituals, formulas,
and our preconceived ideas of how and when He will work, none of them have compassion.



Matthew 16
One Sign & One Sign Only (16:1-28)

The Outline of the Book of Matthew:
His Birth (Matthew 1-2)

His Life (Matthew 3-15)

His Death (Matthew 16-27)
His Resurrection (Matthew 28)

Theme of the Book of Matthew:

Matthew is primarily written to the Jewish people, so this book has a Jewish flavor to it. From the
beginning we see its Jewish flavor as these genealogies prove that Jesus has the right to the throne of
King David. If I was to give the Book of Matthew a title, it would be “The King has Come”, for the book

emphasizes the kingship of Jesus Christ, and thus is the theme of this book:
(Matthew 27:11 NKJV) Now Jesus stood before the governor. And the governor asked Him, saying, "Are You the King of the
Jews?" So Jesus said to him, "It is as you say."

March to Cross / Withdrawal / Deepest Words

We finish this major section of the Book of Matthew with our study in chapter 15, we have been studying
the Life of Jesus the King. Now the emphasis of the Book changes and we begin the march to the cross.
we will see Jesus withdraw from the crowds (for the most part, but still have encounters with people), but
for the majority of His remaining time He will spend it teaching the disciples, and preparing them to carry
forth the Gospel. He will give teaching covering divorce to the end times. From forgiveness to His
resurrection. From man’s ambitions to His Second Coming. If you knew you were dying, what would you
tell those you were leaving; well these are the things Jesus thought most important to talk about, so we
know we will be reading the deepest words ever spoken to man.

One Sitting / One theme — Whole Church is Built On / Death & Resurrection

We will cover this chapter in one sitting today, for it is one thought, one theme, it is what the whole
Church is built on Jesus will declare in this passage, and that is the death and resurrection of the Christ.
The resurrection is the power of the Gospel, and here Jesus will speak powerful words.

(Matthew 16:1 NKJV) Then the Pharisees and Sadducees came, and testing Him asked that He
would show them a sign from heaven.

(Matthew 16:2 NKJV) He answered and said to them, "When it is evening you say, 'It will be fair
weather, for the sky is red’;

(Matthew 16:3 NKJV) "and in the morning, 'It will be foul weather today, for the sky is red and
threatening.' Hypocrites! You know how to discern the face of the sky, but you cannot discern the
signs of the times.

(Matthew 16:4 NKJV) "A wicked and adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and no sign shall
be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah." And He left them and departed.

Strange Bedfellows

Verse 1 - Pharisees and Sadducees - Some unlikely bedfellows, but for a common hatred of Jesus they
will join forces; evil will do that. Two people who don’t really like other will unite to go against a person
they both have a common dislike for. But when they are apart they will rip on each other. But can | say
this, we as a church need not unite with any one regardless of the common goal, no matter how noble it
may seem. | was watching the news last month and they showed a large and very influential church
whose Pastor is very influential, hosting a guest speaker whose religious beliefs are very suspect (he
keeps them very vague, even leaving open the possibility that he is Muslim). This guest speaker holds
high political office, and may even be president someday. Well that day the topic was reaching the
starving children of Africa, and both of these leaders and their followers had agreed to lay their doctrinal
differences aside (such as one believed in abortion and the other doesn’t) for the good and the cause of
those children in Africa. | was greatly disappointed to see that Franklin Graham had invited President



William Clinton to speak at the dedication of the Billy Graham Library last week. That sends a mixed
message that his ministry is in accord with Bill Clinton’s morals. It to me was throwing a strong
endorsement to Hillary Clinton’s Presidential campaign. Let it be known, both Clintons have had a 100%
voting record in public office in regards to any bill or measure that supports abortion. They can say all
they want about how they value human life, but when it came time to vote, 100% their vote was in favor of
abortion. The Church of Jesus Christ needs not join forces or compromise our beliefs with anyone, no
mater how noble and good the cause is. That is being unequally yoked. And once linked and associated
with them, people will become confused on what we believe and where we stand (for they will get more
air time on TV than those people will read their Bible). God is more than able to supply all our needs for
whatever cause He leads us to, He owns the cattle on a thousand hills. But more so than the Lord
providing, the Lord confirms this position in His word that we are not to align ourselves with such a
people, it is being unequally yoked. | have mentioned a few times in the past of our looking to plant a
Bible teaching church in Curtis Bay, and how we have been speaking with other churches on uniting to do

so, but | can tell you this, if we are not in agreement on “Every” word of God, we will go it alone.
Psa 50:10 (NKJV) ¥ For every beast of the forest is Mine,  And the cattle on a thousand hills.

Phil 4:19 - 20 (NKJV) **And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus. 2°Now to our God
and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen.

2 John 1:9 - 11 (NKJV) *Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides in
the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son. °If anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive
him into your house nor greet him; *for he who greets him shares in his evil deeds.

Raising Dead not Enough / Test God — You Fail / Skeptics question Miracles — Little Boy

Verse 1 — Give us a sign — so raising the dead, healing the sick, walking on water, and breaking the bread
to feed the 5000 and 4000 wasn’t conclusive enough for them; so they test God. Now be assured at this,
anytime a person chooses to test God, they will be the one who fails. They come to test God at the tail
end of Him feeding the 4000. The critics and skeptics then said, He really didn't multiple the loaves and
the fishes. You see what really happened (case of the feeding of 5000) is that Jesus was a great teacher
and was able to bring the good out of all people. In those days people wore baggy sleeve shirts, and they
would tie the ends around the sleeves to make like a backpack (but it was sleevepack). So when the little
boy opened his sleeve up, everyone else gladly did too. So really everybody was stingy, no one wanted
to share, but when Jesus got the little boy who had some bread and fish, and the little boy was willing to
share his lunch, then everyone was moved and was willing to share the food they had, and it ended up
there was more than enough to feed everyone, in fact they took a love offering at the end and collected
enough food to go donate at the food bank in town. Jesus showed us we can do more together than we
can alone.

John 6:8 - 9 (NKJV) 8One of His disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to Him, °“There is a lad here who has five barley
loaves and two small fish, but what are they among so many?”

Walked on Rocks — Mostly Dead — Reed Sea

The skeptics and critics said Jesus walked on rocks in the sea, not really on the water. The people He
raised from the dead weren't really dead, just mostly dead if you seen the movie The Princess Bride. And
going all the way back to the parting of the Red Sea, it was the Reed Sea and not really the Red Sea, and
they crossed where the water was on 12 inches deep, so it wasn’t really a miracle. Of course now you
have to explain how the whole Egyptian army drowned in 12 inches of water.

Can Reason Jesus Away — waiting Conclusive Evidence / Jesus says 1 Event —Jonah / LOOK
People can reason Jesus away all they want, excuse Him away, and say they are waiting for conclusive
evidence before they believe. Jesus says it all comes down to one event, the cross and the resurrection,
what will you do with the cross and the resurrection. Jesus had already said this before back in Mathew
12, just as Jonah spent 3 days and 3 nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man spend in
the heart of the earth. From Adam to the cross, all man looked forward to the cross (Genesis 3:15); and
from today all men look back to the cross. Jesus doesn’t say look at my miracles, my teachings, my
lineage, but look at the cross and the resurrection, for it is what divides Me from all who came before Me,

and all who will come after Me.
Matt 12:38 - 40 (NKJV) *®Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered, saying, “Teacher, we want to see a sign from You.”
39But He answered and said to them, “An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and no sign will be given to it except the




sign of the prophet Jonah. “°For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be
three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.

Good Example — back to the Cross and Resurrection / Jesus died, Why? — Jesus rose — Why?

By the way, the Lord gives us another great life example for witnessing. Jesus just sticks to the main
point, the cross and the resurrection. He didn’'t say ok now, | had already told them this before and it
didn’t convince them, let me try something else, maybe that will convince them. Jesus brings them back
to the main point, the cross and the resurrection. When we witness, yea it is ok to talk about creation,
prophecy, the uniqueness of the Bible, but we must always bring it back to this one place, the cross and
the resurrection, for creation, prophecy, the uniqueness of the Bible, they all point to one thing, the cross
and the resurrection, for that is the heart of the gospel, Jesus died, why? For your sin. Jesus rose from
the dead on the 3" day, why? Because God accepted the substitution, God accepted Jesus taking your
sin upon Himself, trading places with you, taking your punishment, so that you wouldn’t have to face
death, for He already has taken the punishment for sin (sin) for you.

Gayle Erwin / LOOK — Resurrection divides Him from all Other

A man came up to Pastor Gayle Erwin and said he was going to start a new religion, and what did Gayle
think of that. Gayle said | tell you what, if you die, and can resurrect from the dead, I'll follow you. Jesus
doesn’t say look at my miracles, my teachings, my lineage, but look at the cross and the resurrection, for
it is what divides Me from all who came before Me, and all who will come after Me.

Saying True / Imagine the Sky that Morning / Storm Coming / Storm so Violent the Earth Shook
The saying is still true and used by seaman today. Red sky at night, sailors delight. Red sky in morning,
Sailor takes warning. | can only imagine the sky that morning, that Friday some 2000 years ago. Red,
blood Red, and they would say, there is a storm coming, a big storm for I've never seen the sky that color
of Red before in all my life, it is like a blood red. And what a storm it was, as the wrath of God stormed
down upon Jesus as He took on the sins of man, your sin, and my sin. A storm so violent that there was
darkness over all the land. A storm so violent earth quaked, and rocks were split open. A storm so violent

that the veil in the temple was torn from top to bottom.

Matt 27:51 - 53 (NKJV) %' Then, behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom; and the earth quaked, and the
rocks were split, 2and the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised; 3and coming
out of the graves after His resurrection, they went into the holy city and appeared to many.

What a Morning it must have Been / What done with Sign — Have you Read the Sky

What that morning sky must have looked like that Friday morning; and | bet the evening sky the night
before the resurrection was a beautiful calm red, what a sunset it must have been, red sky at night, what
a delight. For every man, woman, and child, God gives one sign, 3 days and 3 nights, the cross and the
resurrection. What have you done with that sign? Have you read the skies?

Most Beautiful Sunrise — No Fear of Storm Coming
As for that Friday morning, it is the most beautiful sunrise you will ever see, you need not fear the storm to
come.

(Matthew 16:5 NKJV) Now when His disciples had come to the other side, they had forgotten to
take bread.

(Matthew 16:6 NKJV) Then Jesus said to them, "Take heed and beware of the leaven of the
Pharisees and the Sadducees."

(Matthew 16:7 NKJV) And they reasoned among themselves, saying, "It is because we have taken
no bread."

(Matthew 16:8 NKJV) But Jesus, being aware of it, said to them, "O you of little faith, why do you
reason among yourselves because you have brought no bread?

(Matthew 16:9 NKJV) "Do you not yet understand, or remember the five loaves of the five
thousand and how many baskets you took up?

(Matthew 16:10 NKJV) "Nor the seven loaves of the four thousand and how many large baskets
you took up?

(Matthew 16:11 NKJV) "How is it you do not understand that | did not speak to you concerning
bread?; but to beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees."



(Matthew 16:12 NKJV) Then they understood that He did not tell them to beware of the leaven of
bread, but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and Sadducees.

Assumed Material Level / Jesus wants Free us from Material Mindset / Church Important - Focus
When Jesus talked about the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees, His disciples assumed He was
speaking on a material level about something physical rather than something spiritual. Jesus’ desire is to
free us from this material, physical world in which we’re so caught up. He longs for us to gain an eternal,
spiritual perspective. But, like the disciples, we so often get hung up in the material realm. Even in our
spiritual walk, we often count our blessings only in corporeal terms, and recognize only those miracles we
see physically. Only the spiritual realm is eternal. That's why church is so important to me. As | come here
to meet with you, to sing songs of praise to the Lord, to study the Word, my focus shifts from the material
to the spiritual, from the temporal to the eternal. Jesus wants these disciples, as He does us, to always
be thinking in the spiritual realm, and to break free of thoughts always focused on the material realm.

Pharisees Added — Sadducees took Away

Jesus says watch the leaven, the sin of the Pharisees and the Sadducees. The Pharisees added to the
Scriptures, added traditions, rituals, rules and regulations that didn’t exist unto the word of God.

The Sadducees, they took away from the Scriptures, they did not believe in the resurrection, they
believed you died and that was, no resurrection. That is why they were “sad you see”. The Sadducees
only believed in the first 5 books of the Bible, they threw out the prophets and psalms. We still see that
today, People who think they are so smart that they throw out certain passages and say God really did
not say that. And then man and his rituals, traditions, rules and regulations, are alive and well today in
many churches.

Verse 6 Continually take Heed — Beware / Stay with Word — Be Free

Verse 6. the verb content is to continually take heed, and to continually beware of them. You can’t allow a
drop of it in your life, and we must always be on guard because it will always be coming against us. So it
is today, you will always be challenged to add to the word, or diminish it, take it away, lighten it up, and to
compromise on it. Jesus says beware of the legalistic, and beware of liberalism. Stay true to this word,
and it will unlock your life in wonderful freedom, and it will lock away from you the things that can rob and

destroy you (verse 19):
(Matthew 16:19 NKJV) "And | will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven."

(Matthew 16:13 NKJV) When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His
disciples, saying, "Who do men say that |, the Son of Man, am?"

(Matthew 16:14 NKJV) So they said, "Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”

(Matthew 16:15 NKJV) He said to them, "But who do you say that | am?"

(Matthew 16:16 NKJV) Simon Peter answered and said, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living
God."

(Matthew 16:17 NKJV) Jesus answered and said to him, "Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for
flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.

JB — Elijah — Jeremiah / Not God / Still today world says Great Teacher — Not God

Who do men, the world say | am? Some Say John the Baptist, some say Elijah, Jeremiah, or one of the
prophets. Notice someone great, but not God. John the Baptist. a powerful preacher who didn't water the
word down, all men everywhere must repent; Elijah, a great miracle worker; or Jeremiah, someone who
had a burden that he just couldn’t keep in. A prophet, but not God. Nothing changed in 2000 years, still
very much the philosophy of today’s world.; Someone great who walked this earth, no disputing He
existed, but not that He was actually God in the flesh. Their logic is messed up; He couldn’t be a great
teacher and not God at the same time, for anyone claiming to be God, and isn't, is a sheer lunatic.

Jesus cuts through it All / Who do you Say | Am / Every man must Decide — Door Eternity Swings
But Jesus cuts through it all, and says no mater what others think, who do you say | am. It does not
matter what popular opinion says, but who do you personally say that | am. That is what is before every



man today, who do you say that | am. This is the most important question ever asked any man. The door
to eternity swings upon it: Who do you say Jesus is personally? With one sign, Jesus was all these men.
At the cross He displayed the teaching of John the Baptist, man’s sin is an offense to the Holy God. At
the cross He displayed Jeremiah, a heart breaking for man, a heart of love and compassion for man. At
the Cross, He displayed Elijah, as the miracle of resurrection overcame death. At the cross He summed
up all the prophets, | am the one prophesied of. One Sign, and one sign only Jesus said.

Peter Nails it / Son of Living God - Life begins when See He Alive — Heart Beats for You

Peter nails it, You are the Christ, the Son of the living God. The Christ, which means “Messiah”. You are
the Son of the living God. That is when life truly begins, when you see that He is the living God. He is
not a dead or cold hearted God; but He is the living God whose heart beats for you today. He loves you!
And He has life for you.

(Matthew 16:18 NKJV) "And | also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock | will build My
church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.

(Matthew 16:19 NKJV) "And | will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven."

Peter Foundation of Church / Peter doesn’t Agree — Clarifies it in His Epistle

There are those who point to this passage and say that Peter is the foundation of the church. They say he
was the first Pope. Well, man’s tradition may say that, but Peter himself doesn’t agree. Peter himself will
write that Jesus is the Chief cornerstone and the foundation of the Church, not himself. The church is built
upon Jesus. Peter takes time to clarify that. The errant of this statement began earlier as this doctrine
began to swirl earlier that the Church would be built upon Peter. Peter writes to make sure it is clear,
Jesus is the foundation of the Church:

1 Pet 2:6 (NKJV) 5Therefore it is also contained in the Scripture,  “Behold, I lay in Zion A chief cornerstone, elect, precious,
And he who believes on Him will by no means be put to shame.”

Petros — Stone / Petra — massive Stone / Petra — Feminine — Bride of Christ

Jesus uses two Greek words for “stone” in this passage. Petros, or “Peter,” means small stone, a piece of
a stone. Petra means massive stone. In other words, Jesus is saying, “Blessed are you, little stone. Upon
the massive stone of your confession, | will build My church.” By the way, the word Petra is “feminine”
and Peter was not, but more importantly is the beauty of what is being said as | see it is that the Church is
feminine, as it is described as the Bride of Christ.

Verse 18 — 15t Mention of Church / Means called out Ones / ’'m into Church

Verse 18 is the first mention of Church in the New Testament, church (eklesia) “called out ones”. I'm here
to say that | am really into the Church. You might think, Well of course you are. You're a pastor. But let
me tell you, | am not into the church because I'm a pastor. | am a pastor because | am into the church. |
love it here, | love visiting other Churches. | love being here with you, because | love you, and | love what
your spirit does for my spirit; as we are called out together.

Gates shall not Prevail — Council chambers

Verse 18 - and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it - Gates were the place that the city leaders
would meet to do city business. It is the same as saying the counsel chambers, Capital Hill. Jesus is
saying all the strategizing of Satan in his counsel chambers with all his henchmen will not prevail against
the church-No strategy he devises will conquer Jesus’ Church.

Binding & Loosing — we in harmony with Heaven / We don’t Determine — We Declare / His Will
This binding and loosing is not a picture of heaven doing our bidding; rather, it portrays us in harmony
with heaven. Jesus is not saying, “Here are some keys. Whatever you want to do, I'll make it happen.”
No, it's just the opposite. We are to be binding and loosing even as it is done in heaven. We are to be in
harmony with Jesus. The role of the Church isn’t to determine, but to declare what already has been
spoken. We are in harmony with Jesus when we are in harmony with His word, for His Word, is His Will.
Do and live according to His Word, and you will know that you are in His will.



(Matthew 16:20 NKJV) Then He commanded His disciples that they should tell no one that He was
Jesus the Christ.

(Matthew 16:21 NKJV) From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He must go to
Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be Killed,
and be raised the third day.

How Excited — High 5’s / Don’t Tell — Covert Ops / | must Suffer — Quit Listening

How excited the disciple must have been. oh yes we are with the King who will overthrow the Roman
oppression. High fives are flying, they gather close to Jesus and He tells them, ok now, don'’t tell anyone,
alright they say, covert operations, oh boy this great they won’t know what hit them. Then Jesus says, |
must suffer many things, then die........ and they quit listening from there, and they miss Him saying
although | must die, | will rise again on the 3rd day. They missed the resurrection.

Miss Resurrection — Miss Everything / He speaks — We quit Listening — Miss the Blessing
People........... , miss the resurrection, and you miss everything. You miss the power and the blessings.
How often we can do this as the Lord speaks to us. He says | want you to stop doing that, start doing this,
and we start to moan about what we are hearing and our moaning drowns out the rest of what He is
saying, We cant hear Him saying, because when you do so you will be blessed beyond measure, you will
find what you have been looking for you will be filled with what you are lacking. He says no sex before
marriage, and people groan and moan. on that is no fun, that is a drag, and the moaning drowns out Him
saying because when you do you will have a clear mind, you will not marry the wrong person, you will not
have a lifetime of pain. We miss the blessing of the rest of the story. Every command has a blessing on
the end of it, before all His Words are to protect and to provide for us, we need to hear Him out, to hear
His why, to hear His blessings behind each command.

(Matthew 16:22 NKJV) Then Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, "Far be it
from You, Lord; this shall not happen to You!"

(Matthew 16:23 NKJV) But He turned and said to Peter, "Get behind Me, Satan! You are an offense
to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of men."

Lord — Not So
A person can'’t call Him Lord, and say not so in the same sentence. Lord means submitting to all His
Words, even the ones we don't like to hear.

Disqualifies Peter as Infallible Pope

This verse disqualifies Peter as a candidate for pope. You see, one of the qualifications for the papacy is
infallibility on spiritual matters. So fallible was Peter on this point that Jesus called him Satan. “Well,”
some might say, “that was before Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit.” But in Galatians 2:11, Paul writes,
“When | saw Peter | rebuked him to his face.” Why? Because Peter was burdening Gentile believers with
Jewish rules and regulations. Therefore, even after Peter was filled with the Spirit, he still blundered. |
love Peter. But | acknowledge his fallibility.

Tell No One — Until have Story Straight

In verse 23 Jesus says for them to tell no man, and we think but that is what they were suppose to do.
Jesus says tell no man because they still didn’'t have the story correct. Don’t tell anyone until you can tell
the story correctly. Man, if Jesus would have let them go out right then and there, He would have had to
stay 20 more years to clean-up their mess.

(Matthew 16:24 NKJV) Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone desires to come after Me, let
him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.

(Matthew 16:25 NKJV) "For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life
for My sake will find it.

(Matthew 16:26 NKJV) "For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his
own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?

1 Sign that Identifies



One sign, and that sign is the same sign for us, for it is life, and that more abundant. One sign for the

believer, the sign of Jonah, as we identify with His suffering, death, and resurrection.

Phil 3:7 - 11 (NKJV) "But what things were gain to me, these | have counted loss for Christ. 8Yet indeed | also count all things loss
for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom | have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as
rubbish, that | may gain Christ °and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is
through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith; °that | may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and
the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, if, by any means, | may attain to the resurrection from the dead.

Irony — Live Self — be Miserable / More say Live for You — More Abundant / Think back Happy Time
Here’s the irony: The more you live for yourself, the more miserable you'll be. But the more you say,
“Lord, I'm going to live for You completely, wholeheartedly, and totally,” the more abundant your life will
be both now and eternally. If you think back on the happiest times of your life, you will most likely find they
were when you were really going for it in Jesus—when He was the priority in your life and the passion of
your heart.

(Matthew 16:27 NKJV) "For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His angels,
and then He will reward each according to his works.

What Works? / What did with Sign

The works will be based on what did a man do with the sign that was given, 3 days and 3 nights. It was
Friday, Satan was celebrating, but Sunday was a coming. Have you looked at the sky this morning, have
you read the signs, 3 days and 3 nights, the doors of eternity swing on what you will do with that sign.

Reward

Reward? Eternal Life....................ooiie Beloved who have just lost loved ones who had given their lives
to Jesus Christ, had read the signs, and committed their lives to Him, | can stand here today and with full
confidence and assurance and say “rejoice” the resurrection is true, the resurrection is sure, the Lord
says to you, one sign, and as | have rose from the dead, so too have they, and they are with Me now, and
so too will you. One sign! It says it all. My love, My power, the heart of the Living God.

(Matthew 16:28 NKJV) "Assuredly, | say to you, there are some standing here who shall not taste
death till they see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom."

Chapter 17
“Wait,” you say, “the disciples are all dead and Jesus’ kingdom hasn’'t come yet. Did Jesus make a
mistake?” Stay tuned. The answer lies in chapter 17.



Matthew 17
The Transfiguration (17:1-9)

The Outline of the Book of Matthew:
His Birth (Matthew 1-2)

His Life (Matthew 3-15)

His Death (Matthew 16-27)
His Resurrection (Matthew 28)

Theme of the Book of Matthew:

Matthew is primarily written to the Jewish people, so this book has a Jewish flavor to it. From the
beginning we see its Jewish flavor as these genealogies prove that Jesus has the right to the throne of
King David. If I was to give the Book of Matthew a title, it would be “The King has Come”, for the book

emphasizes the kingship of Jesus Christ, and thus is the theme of this book:
(Matthew 27:11 NKJV) Now Jesus stood before the governor. And the governor asked Him, saying, "Are You the King of the
Jews?" So Jesus said to him, "It is as you say."

King Withdrawing / Investing Disciples / Today — take the 3 for Transfiguration

The King is withdrawing Himself from the multitudes and the skeptics, and we will see Him start to invest
more one-on-one time with His disciples, those whom will carry the gospel to the outer parts of the world.
Today, we will study the passage of Scripture in which Jesus calls only 3 disciples with Him to the mount,
and He will be transfigured before them. What is the significance of the transfiguration? Lets get into the
word and see.

Chapter 17 really begins with verse 28 of chapter 16, so lets begin there:
(Matthew 16:28 NKJV) "Assuredly, | say to you, there are some standing here who shall not taste
death till they see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom."

(Matthew 17:1 NKJV) Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, led them
up on a high mountain by themselves;

(Matthew 17:2 NKJV) and He was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and His
clothes became as white as the light.

(Matthew 17:3 NKJV) And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Him.

(Matthew 17:4 NKJV) Then Peter answered and said to Jesus, "Lord, it is good for us to be here; if
You wish, let us make here three tabernacles: one for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah."
(Matthew 17:5 NKJV) While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and
suddenly a voice came out of the cloud, saying, "This is My beloved Son, in whom | am well
pleased. Hear Him!"

(Matthew 17:6 NKJV) And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their faces and were greatly
afraid.

(Matthew 17:7 NKJV) But Jesus came and touched them and said, "Arise, and do not be afraid.”
(Matthew 17:8 NKJV) When they had lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only.
(Matthew 17:9 NKJV) Now as they came down from the mountain, Jesus commanded them,
saying, "Tell the vision to no one until the Son of Man is risen from the dead.”

Doesn’t Take all 12 / What other 9 Think / Inner Circle — Can’t Leave Alone /

Jesus does not take all 12 disciples, just these 3. | wonder what the other 9 were thinking when Jesus
just called Peter, James and John. Some call them the inner circle because they got to be with Jesus on
special occasions (raising Jairus’ daughter from dead, taking them for prayer at the Garden of
Gethsemane, and here). This is possible, but | present to you another possibility, and that is just look at
the three: Peter, get behind me Satan, James and John shall we call fire down from heaven upon them-
the Sons of Thunder. Jesus may have said to himself, | can’t leave these 3 alone for a minute or who
knows what kind of mess they will make.



What Important — Jesus take us Apart from Crowd — Just for You

What | think important for us to see here is that sometimes God chooses to call us apart from the crowds,
take us to a certain place, a special place, and reveal something to us, which is just for us, for that time,
this is just for you at this time. You'll share it later, but for now it is just for you.

Don’t tell till After Resurrection / Imagine questions from the 9

Jesus will tell them don'’t tell anyone until after | have risen from the dead. Imagine keeping this event
quiet. Imagine coming back and the other disciples say, so what did you guys do up there? Ah just talk.
What did you talk about? Ah, just stuff

Sometime Show stuff we can’t Explain — Till other pieces Come / Why Transfiguration - Moses
Sometimes God will show us stuff that really does not make sense, or we can'’t fully explain to others until
other pieces come into place, and then what God had shown us is magnified. Imagine trying to explain
this event to the other disciples. They may ask, well why did He transfigure, | don’'t know, well why was
Moses and Elijah there, | don’t know. But put it together, with the one sign, the death, burial, and
resurrection, and it all comes together to make perfect sense. And that is what we will do today in our
study. If you have ever wondered why the transfiguration, | think you'll see it clearly today.

Sometimes calls us Aside / Tell after Pieces in Place

So sometimes God chooses to call us aside and show us something special; and at other times He
chooses to call others aside, and not us, and when that happens may we not get offended at that. But He
will give you something that is just for you, and then tell you, ok the pieces are in place now, go share it
with others. And, may we be open when someone comes and says, God had shown me this, and now
wants me to share it; may we be open enough to consider, even though it wasn’t spoken directly to me
from the Lord, God may be speaking to me through this person. The quick litmus test will be, how does it
align with Scriptures.

(Matthew 17:1 NKJV) Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, led them
up on a high mountain by themselves;

Not sure which Mt. / Lord doesn’t say — Build Shrines — Miss the Event / Probably Mt Harmon
Verse 1 - led them up on a high mountain by themselves - A high mountain. We are not sure which
mountain this is, for good reason as we seen that Peter want to build monuments and shrine at the top of
it, so the Lord doesn’t state exactly which mountain so man doesn’t miss the event by looking at the
mountain. Oh what a mountain, do you know what happened up there, wow this mountain is special —
and they miss the special One, and the whole point of the story. So we don’t know which mountain, but
most scholars think this is Mount Hermon, and it is a very high mountain.

What Mt Top Experience / Get new Fresh Revelation / Come Apart or Fall Apart

What a mountain top experience this must have been. Jesus calls them apart to revel to them new truth
that they do not know, a fresh revelation of the Holy Spirit. Once again, we see Jesus calling His
disciples apart. It has been often said that if we don’t come apart, we’ll fall apart. We need to get away
from the trials and the daily routine of life to retreat into a “high mountain” where we can be apart with
Jesus lest we fall apart under the pressures of the world. Coming apart with Jesus is necessary for every
believer.

(Matthew 17:2 NKJV) and He was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and His
clothes became as white as the light.

Luke’s Gospel — they were Sleeping / Dispels Super-spiritual / God gives even in Sleepy State
Luke’s gospel tells us that they were sleeping when this happened, even though Jesus took them up
there to pray. Imagine this light breaking through your sleep. So this dispels that we have to always be in
some super-spiritual state to see or hear from God. These guys are sleeping and they get to be blown
away by this spiritual revelation. God will work in ways and places that we would never imagine, we just
need to leave ourselves open to always be looking for God to reveal spiritual truths to us, even if our
spiritual state is or has been a little sleepy. God will do that sometimes, give you a spiritual truth or



revelation out of nowhere in the middle of our spiritually sleepy state, to wake us up. Maybe the Lord took
these 3 up to the Mount because they were getting ready to come apart, they have been told the one
sign, they have been told the death of Jesus, and now they are getting ready to come apart, asking what
will happen to us when He dies, will they come after us to kill us too, will we be left alone? Jesus assures
them they will make it through the 3 days, because He tells them, don’t tell anyone until after | arise. So

you’d have to be alive still to tell the story.
Luke 9:28 (NKJV) ®Now it came to pass, about eight days after these sayings, that He took Peter, John, and James and went up
on the mountain to pray.

Luke 9:32 (NKJV) ¥But Peter and those with him were heavy with sleep; and when they were fully awake, they saw His glory and
the two men who stood with Him.

Note — Mark and Matthew say 6 days, Luke says 8. The start of counting would be dependant on where Mark/Matt start and end
their counting as compared to Luke’s. Was it after Peters confession, or after Jesus teaching, we do not know.

Luke 9;31 —talking to Moses/Elijah about Death-Exodus / Moses not lead to Promise Land

Luke 9:31 says Jesus is talking to Moses and Elijah about what He is about to accomplish through His
death. The word for “decease” is “Exodus”. That is interesting to use the word Exodus in relationship to
Moses, for we know that Moses led the people out of Egypt from the bondage of slavery, but could not
lead them into the Promised Land, he could not lead them into a place of rest either, but Jesus could and
would. This could very well be what Jesus was telling Moses and Elijah. Moses, I'm going to finish the
job, I am going to take them where you couldn’t, all the way into God’s Rest, into a land flowing with milk
and honey. Although the children of Israel made it to the Promised Land, they never did have rest, they
always had wars throughout their lives. Jesus is going to finish the Exodus, and bring the people into
rest.

Luke 9:31 (NKJV) ¥who appeared in glory and spoke of His decease (Exodus) which He was about to accomplish at Jerusalem.

Moses see the Glory
Interesting again that Moses had asked the Lord, show me your glory, and God says no man can see My

glory and live, but I will show you my afterglow. So Moses here again Moses gets to see the glory of God
Ex 33:17 - 18 (NKJV) ¥"So the LORD said to Moses, “I will also do this thing that you have spoken; for you have found grace in My
sight, and I know you by name.” *8And he said, “Please, show me Your glory.”

Why Moses & Elijah / Why Transfiguration / Moses — Law / Elijah — Prophets / Law — God Standard
But why Moses, why Elijah, why the transfiguration? What does all this mean, why did God reveal this to
us in the Scriptures? Moses through the Scriptures represents the Law, and throughout the Scriptures
Elijah represents the prophets. The prophets forth told the word of God, spoke to the people God’s word,
and His Law. Moses brought forth that Law as given to Him by God. The Law is Gods standard,
perfection, keep these Laws perfectly, and you can come into the presence of the perfect God. Keep the
whole Law and you will be perfect and you can walk into heaven. The Old Covenant was based on mans
ability to keep the Law.

Jesus age 33 — Kept whole Law / Pilate — God / Based on Works — Walk In / Metamorphosis —
Change / Root — Meros — Get Allotment / Jesus earned way to Heaven — Justified by Works

Jesus at the age of 33 had done just that. He has kept the whole Law, to perfection, Pilate will confirm
this when He says | find no fault in this man. God the Father confirms it when He says this is My Beloved
Son, | am well pleased with Him. | believe what we are seeing here is that Jesus, based on His works,
and could have walked right into heaven at that moment. Transfigured is the word “metamorphosis” and it
mean to change form. We use it to describe a caterpillar in a cocoon changing into a butterfly. Jesus
could have put off His humanity, transformed Himself into glory and entered into heaven. One of the
roots of this word “metamorphosis” is the word “meros”, and it means to get an allotment, a piece, a
portion, respect. Jesus had earned His way to heaven through His works, He was the only man ever on
earth that was justified by His works, and He could have received His allotment, His portion, His piece of

heaven, based on His works, His works of sinlessness. But He doesn't — Praise the Lord.
metamorphoo - met-am-or-fo'-o -From G3326 and G3445; to transform (literally or figuratively “metamorphose”).:—change,
transfigure, transform.



meros (mer'-0s) From an obsolete but more primary form of ueipouar meiromai (to get as a section or allotment); a division or share
(literally or figuratively, in a wide application):—behalf, coast, course, craft, particular (+ -ly), part (+ -ly), piece, portion, respect, side,
some sort (-what).

But He Does Not — Would have to Leave Behind His Loved / Imagine Peter Watching / Pitied

He does not. For that would have meant He would have to leave behind those He loved. Imagine if He
had ascended then. Peter, James, and John watching Him go, imagine looking at each other and saying
Hope has left. We are left to ourselves, and there will be no metamorphous for us. We are a most pitied
people

Ill never Leave You — Love too Much / Climbed 3 — No Sin — No Burden
I will never leave you nor forsake you. | love you too much to leave. Love stays even when times get
tough (a word for you married couples). He came down from Mount Hermon, so He could climb Mount
Calvary.

e He went up to Mount Hermon with only three; He climbed mount Calvary with you and I.

e He carried no sin to Mount Hermon, but carried the sins of the world to Mount Calvary.

e He climbed Mount Hermon with no burden upon His shoulder, but He climbed Mount Calvary with

a cross that was made for you and for me.

Could have Launched / So Long — Showed it could be Done / I’'m Fair & Just / Passed us Down
Jesus could have launched right off that mountain into heaven, saying, “So long, gang. | came and
showed you that man can live sinlessly. Don’t condemn or indict Me for giving you an impossible task. |
came and proved it could be done.” At that point, the world would have been damned, and God could not
have been held accountable for being unfair. But instead of launching into heaven, what did Jesus do?
He came down from Mount Hermon. On the way down from Mount Hermon He passed us on our way up
Mount Calvary, He passed us carrying our cross, and he came before us said, Let me take it from here,
let Me carry that for you. He came down from Mount Herman so that He may climb Mount Calvary

(Matthew 17:4 NKJV) Then Peter answered and said to Jesus, "Lord, it is good for us to be here; if
You wish, let us make here three tabernacles: one for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah."
(Matthew 17:5 NKJV) While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and
suddenly a voice came out of the cloud, saying, "This is My beloved Son, in whom | am well
pleased. Hear Him!"

Good Here — Get busy Building / World — Spirit / Get some Rocks / Moses — this Best you Find
Peter says oh it is a good thing we are here, | will get busy building some shrines. Here again Peter is
thinking in the worldly mentality and totally missing out that Jesus wants him to be thinking spiritually.
Good thing I'm here, we can start building some shrines, James and John go get some rocks and I'll get
the mortar. Moses and Elijah are probably looking at Jesus saying is the best you could find, this is who
you are going to crash the gates of hell with. Oh Jesus, bring us back from the dead please!

Mark — Didn’t know what to Say / Pastor Chuck
Mark says Peter said that because he didn't know what to say. As Pastor Chuck says, “Better to remain

silent and let people think you a fool rather than open your mouth and dispel all doubts”.
Mark 9:5 - 6 (NKJV) 5Then Peter answered and said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; and let us make three
tabernacles: one for You, one for Moses, and one for Eljjah”— ®because he did not know what to say, for they were greatly afraid.

Quickly back to Chp 15/ Traditions to make God Understandable / Mt Hermon Tours / Not Equal
How quickly we return to chapter 15. Man instituting traditions and rituals to try to make God more
understandable. God is Spirit and His Spirit will reveal Himself to man, He needs no help from us. But
Peter wants to build 3 monuments to commemorate this moment. We will build 3 shrines, we will start the
Mount Herman Tours, and | Peter will give special guest appearances to retell the story. He will say,
“you see James and John were sleeping, but | was deep in prayer, so deep it looked like | was sleeping
too, but | wasn’'t. As | prayed a great light appeared, and Jesus was transfigured before my eyes”. We’'ll
bottle the dirt up and they can take some home, and sprinkle it on anything they want to see changed in
their lives, metamorphosing their problems into joy. But God interrupts, quiet, enough, this is My beloved



Son in whom | am well pleased. In other words Peter, don’t try to put Elijah and Moses on the same level
with My son. Mans traditions and rituals always do the same thing, they diminish who God is.

Hear Him — Perfect Tense / Should be theme for Every Believer

Verse 5 - Hear Him - It is in the present perfect tense. It is continually hear Him, now and always. This
statement should be the life of every believer-Hear Him, now and continually. This should be our life
theme, hear Him. Every day, every moment, we should be seeking His voice to hear Him, asking what do
I now do with what | have heard!

(Matthew 17:6 NKJV) And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their faces and were greatly
afraid.

(Matthew 17:7 NKJV) But Jesus came and touched them and said, "Arise, and do not be afraid.”
(Matthew 17:8 NKJV) When they had lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only.

15t Words after God Spoke
The first words they hear from Him after God the Father says to hear Him, is “arise and do not be afraid”.
In the midst of their fear, Jesus says arise and do not be afraid.

Fear — Part of Mortal Bodies / Jesus speaks the Same Words / 1 Peter 5:7 / See no Man

Fear is part of our life here in this fallen world, and in these mortal bodies. What is your fear today, | do
not know, could it be a failing relationship, job stresses, children or childlessness, illness, loneliness, or
heartbreak? Jesus would speak the same words to them He spoke in the storm, “do not be afraid”, it is
the same words He will speak after the resurrection to them, “do not be afraid”, and in all cases He gives
us the key to not being afraid in our situation, and that is to fix our eyes upon Him. The great fisher of
men says in His word for us to “cast” (a fishing term) all our cares (all meaning all), upon Him, for He
cares for you. That word cares means “to be interested”, and He is, He is deeply interested and
concerned about every (all) concerns you have, not one is insignificant to Him, if it isn’t to you. He says
do not be afraid, and here is how, look at Me, fix your eyes upon Me, and My greatness (My love, My
power) will put your fears into perspective. And, | like the OKJV of this passage, as it says and when they
lifted their eyes up, they saw no man, only Jesus. Don’t look to man in times of fear, don’t look for man to

solve, look to the One who came down from Mt Hermon, and ascended Mt. Calvary.
Matt 14:26 - 27 (NKJV) ?®And when the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they
cried out for fear. 2’But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Be of good cheer! It is I; do not be afraid.”

Matt 17:7 - 8 (NKJV) "But Jesus came and touched them and said, “Arise, and do not be afraid.” ®wWhen they had lifted up their
eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only.

Matt 28:10 (NKJV) °Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell My brethren to go to Galilee, and there they will see
Me.”

1 Pet 5:7 (NKJV) "casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.

Matt 17:8 (KJV) 8And when they had lifted up their eyes, they saw no man, save Jesus only.

(Matthew 17:9 NKJV) Now as they came down from the mountain, Jesus commanded them,
saying, "Tell the vision to no one until the Son of Man is risen from the dead."

Tell story After Resurrection / Nails — Robe — Words / You will experience the Transfiguration
Tell the story of the transfiguration after the cross and resurrection. Then tell them, hey people listen,
Jesus was perfect and pure, He could have walked right into heaven based on His works:

e But because of His love for me, and His love for you, He choose the nails. He chose 6 inches of
steel to pierce his hands and feet. With every pound of the hammer the smashing of the steel
would ring through His ears, with reverberating pulses of shooting pain through His body.
Beloved, can you hear the steel ringing thorough your ears today?

¢ He could have walked into heaven illuminated, radiant, with a robe a white as snow (as white and
pure as He is); but He chose to have that very same robe ripped from His body after the threads
of the robe had started to imbedded in the blood that had flowed after the 40 lashes, and when
they would rip the robe off Him, the blood that had clotted would pour all over again.



e He could have walked into heaven right from that mountain, right after He heard those words this
is My Beloved Son in whom | am well pleased, but instead He choose to experience separation
from His Father, as He would turn His back on Him for He is too Holy to look upon sin, and Jesus
would cry out My God My God, why hast thou forsaken Me?

Tell no one until the Son of Man is raised from the dead, and then it will all make sense, and it will speak
volumes of My love for sinful man. The perfect, pure, and holy God choose the cross, man’s cross as He
crossed us on our way up to Mount Calvary, I'll take it from here; and you My beloved will be changed,
you will experience the transfiguration yourself, you will experience a metamorphosis, you will be white as
snow before the Father in heaven, you will hear those words yourself, this is My beloved child, you will
experience the transfiguration yourself............. because | chose to climb down Mt Hermon, and ascend
Mt. Calvary.

Mark 15:33 - 34 (NKJV) **Now when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour. 34And at

the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?”which is translated, “My God, My God, why
have You forsaken Me?”

2 Cor 5:17 (NKJV) YTherefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have
become new.



It iIs Time!
(17:10-27)

The Outline of the Book of Matthew:
His Birth (Matthew 1-2)

His Life (Matthew 3-15)

His Death (Matthew 16-27)
His Resurrection (Matthew 28)

Theme of the Book of Matthew:

Matthew is primarily written to the Jewish people, so this book has a Jewish flavor to it. From the
beginning we see its Jewish flavor as these genealogies prove that Jesus has the right to the throne of
King David. If | was to give the Book of Matthew a title, it would be “The King has Come”, for the book

emphasizes the kingship of Jesus Christ, and thus is the theme of this book:
(Matthew 27:11 NKJV) Now Jesus stood before the governor. And the governor asked Him, saying, "Are You the King of the
Jews?" So Jesus said to him, "It is as you say."

King Withdrawing / Investing Disciples / Today — take the 3 for Transfiguration

The King is withdrawing Himself from the multitudes and the skeptics, and we will see Him start to invest
more one-on-one time with His disciples, those whom will carry the gospel to the outer parts of the world.
last study Jesus calls only 3 disciples with Him to the mount, and He was transfigured before them. What
a sight that was, and now we pick up in verse 10:

(Matthew 17:10 NKJV) And His disciples asked Him, saying, "Why then do the scribes say that
Elijah must come first?"

(Matthew 17:11 NKJV) Jesus answered and said to them, "Indeed, Elijah is coming first and will
restore all things.

(Matthew 17:12 NKJV) "But I say to you that Elijah has come already, and they did not know him
but did to him whatever they wished. Likewise the Son of Man is also about to suffer at their
hands."

(Matthew 17:13 NKJV) Then the disciples understood that He spoke to them of John the Baptist.

Malachi 4 / Elijah in spirit of John Baptist / Revelation — 2 Witnesses

Malachi prophesied that Elijah would come before Messiah appeared. Believing Jesus to be Messiah, the
disciples asked Him why Elijah hadn’'t yet made his appearance. Jesus says, if you will, Elijah had
already come—in the spirit and power of John the Baptist; and He says, indeed Elijah is coming first and
will restore all things (speaking still yet future); Elijah will be one of the two witnesses there in Jerusalem

for the 3 % year period before the Second Coming of Christ.
Mal 4:5 (NKJV) 5 Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet  Before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD.

Rev 11:3 (NKJV) 3And | will give power to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy one thousand two hundred and sixty days,
clothed in sackcloth.”

Vision all Peter Talk About / Saw Miracles — Transfiguration — Ress / But says More Sure — Word
You would think that vision would be all that Peter would talk about, but it wasn't. | love to have fun with
Peter, making jokes about him. | love him because he is so likeable, and so relatable. But | want you to
notice a strength about him and these disciples, and that is they knew the word (Elijah is to come first),
and not only did they know the word, the word was preeminent in his life. We see him being a man of the
word here, and look how he grows in the word as we read his epistle. Peter walked with Jesus, saw the
miracles of Jesus, was one of only three to see the transfiguration of Jesus, and then He saw the
resurrected Christ; yet what does he write in his epistle, we have a more sure thing than what we have
seen with our very eyes, we have the Word of God, - Hear ye Him!. He put the Word of God over what he
actually seen. The memory of visions will fade, but the Word of God endures forever, what a good word
for us today, may we not wait to see something, may we open up to read something.



(Matthew 17:5 NKJV) While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and suddenly a voice came out of
the cloud, saying, "This is My beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased. Hear Him!"

2 Pet 1:16 - 21 (NKJV) *®For we did not follow cunningly devised fables when we made known to you the power and coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His majesty. ’For He received from God the Father honor and glory when such a
voice came to Him from the Excellent Glory: “This is My beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased.” **And we heard this voice which
came from heaven when we were with Him on the holy mountain. *°*And so we have the prophetic word confirmed, which you do
well to heed as a light that shines in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts; °knowing this first,
that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation, 2‘for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God
spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.

(Matthew 17:14 NKJV) And when they had come to the multitude, a man came to Him, kneeling
down to Him and saying,

(Matthew 17:15 NKJV) "Lord, have mercy on my son, for he is an epileptic and suffers severely;
for he often falls into the fire and often into the water.

(Matthew 17:16 NKJV) "So | brought him to Your disciples, but they could not cure him."
(Matthew 17:17 NKJV) Then Jesus answered and said, "O faithless and perverse generation, how
long shall | be with you? How long shall | bear with you? Bring him here to Me."

(Matthew 17:18 NKJV) And Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of him; and the child was
cured from that very hour.

(Matthew 17:19 NKJV) Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, "Why could we not
cast it out?"

(Matthew 17:20 NKJV) So Jesus said to them, "Because of your unbelief; for assuredly, | say to
you, if you have faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, '‘Move from here to there,'
and it will move; and nothing will be impossible for you.

(Matthew 17:21 NKJV) "However, this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting."

Expect this after Mountain Top / Flat Tires — Ac / We don’t live on Mt Top / Special Times

So you can expect this, and you have experienced this, that right after a mountaintop experience you
come down form the mountain and Satan is waiting. They come down from the mountain and this scene
is going on here. How often you have this wonderful weekend at a retreat and you get home and your
gets a flat, or your air conditioner breaks, or your spouse didn’'t have a mountaintop weekend taking care
of the kids all alone, and you can immediately sense that when you walk in the door. So, don’t be
surprised; just be reminded we don’t live on the mountaintop, we live here in the valley, mountaintops are
special times set apart for us by God, so we don’'t come apart. He takes us up to the mountain, so
refresh us, to give us new and fresh spiritual revelations, so that we may come down and handle the
valley situations. Jesus confirms this by saying, "However, this kind does not go out except by prayer and
fasting.” We need to go up to the mountain, to have victory in the valley, let me say that again, we need
to go up to the mountain, so we can have victory in the valley.

Epileptic — Moon Struck / Russia Believers / Epilepsy painful Enough / Give Compassion

Verse 15 calls the boy “epileptic” which is not a good translation. The Greek is “moon struck”, which
means there is no medical reason behind it. Just like we say, oh it must be a full moon tonight, which has
rhyme of reason behind why people do what they do. When | was in Russia, | had long conversation with
the new believers there because they believed that epileptics were demon possession, even if the person
was a professing believer. How sad and discouraging for that believer to be labeled with that, and have
to know that is what other believers thought of him. Epilepsy is painful enough to live with, then to hear
the whispers that you are demon possessed also, oh the pain upon the pain. If you have ever watched a
person suffer an epileptic attack, it will break your heart. For many, they never want to see your face
again they feel so embarrassed; may we take our past study on compassion and play it all the way
through our minds, and go out of our way to bring them comfort.

Luke — Only Son / Relegated to Caretaker- No Joy — No Shooting Hoops /

Luke tells us this is his only son. This father has been relegated to the position of a caretaker, not getting
to enjoy the simpler things of parenting. Not enjoying throwing the ball around the backyard, not going to
the video arcade with him, shooting hoops, talking to him face-to-face, or get ambushed as he would walk
in from a long days work. This father misses the sweet parts of fellowshipping with his son, and his life is
relegated to being a caretaker, making sure his son doesn'’t fall into the fire, or drown in the lake, or walk



out in front of traffic.

Luke 9:37 - 39 (NKJV) *’Now it happened on the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, that a great multitude
met Him. *Suddenly a man from the multitude cried out, saying, “Teacher, | implore You, look on my son, for he is my only child.
33And behold, a spirit seizes him, and he suddenly cries out; it convulses him so that he foams at the mouth; and it departs from him

with great difficulty, bruising him.

Think of Those Time — Then Remove Them / Maybe People Here / Want to Know — Fast & Pray
Think of those times with your child, then remove them, and you can relate to this father somewhat better.
But you can also relate to some of the very people that may live next to you, may someday sit next to you
here, and may you have compassion for them. Compassion is seeing something that moves you so
much, that you can’t sit by idly, you have to get involved someway or somehow. For most of us, we have
no idea what it is like for these parents, but Christian do you, do you really want to know, Jesus says fast
and pray for them, and you will. This is the place of the Bible Study where you have to ask yourself, will |
deny myself and skip a meal, and spend that time rather preparing and eating a meal, but to just sit and
pray for them. Try it; you will be amazed at what the Lord will do in your heart for doing so.

Easy to Feel Overwhelmed — Unknowing / Do some Research / Apply 1 Cor 13

It is easy to feel overwhelmed, | don’t know anything about epilepsy, downs syndrome, cancer, leukemia,
and such; this may be true, and a little research would do us well to at least know the basics of illness.
But for us, believers and a Church, we have all the application for meeting their spiritual and emotional
needs right here before us in this Word of God. Just apply the word, apply 1 Corinthians 13, and we can

assurance we are giving the best we have, and that is love:

(NIV) 1 Cor 13:4-8a - “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5It is not rude, it is not self-
seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. “It always
protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 8Love never fails.

So the disciples said we can’'t cure him, and Jesus answers:
(Matthew 17:17 NKJV) Then Jesus answered and said, "O faithless and perverse generation, how
long shall | be with you? How long shall | bear with you? Bring him here to Me."

Bring Him / No one Asks Jesus Guide the Doctors

Jesus says to “bring him to Me” — One thing you may noticed in the Scriptures is that no one ever came to
Jesus asking Him to guide the surgeons hands, or to give the medical staff wisdom. Nothing wrong with
that by any means. But what we do see is they brought those in need to Jesus, and Jesus Himself says
to bring them to Me. Let us do that in our prayer, let us come to Him saying, here they are Lord, they
need you, Lord help them.

Parents you have that Responsibility / Pray — Talk — Church / Not Legislation — but Jesus

Mom and Dad, you have the responsibility to bring your child to Jesus. Pray for them constantly. Talk to
them continually. Bring them to fellowship regularly. How many of our kids must be led away before we
understand that the solution lies not in dealing with the drug lords in Columbia or banning music or videos
through legislation in Washington? The solution lies in bringing our kids to Jesus.

Bring Them / Parents — are you Willing / Job 10 Kids — Might not Sin against God

Jesus says, “bring him to Me’. Parents are you willing to make the sacrifice to bring your child or that
loved one (for that matter) to God? Sacrifices cost us something. With prayer it cost us time. With fasting
it is the denying of our self, the pleasures and comfort of that meal. What sacrifice are you willing to make
for your child, or that loved one? Job gives quite the example, he had 10 kids, and every morning he
awoke and offered sacrifices for them. Imagine the time it took to prepare the altar, get the wood, get the
animals, fan the fire, and then sacrifice the animals. That took a large amount of time, yet Job would do it
everyday. Why? Job says so that they might not sin against you Lord. Parents we have a tremendous
calling and responsibility, and it will cost us, we will have to make sacrifices, in order that we might bring

our kids to Jesus, so that they might not sin against Him:

Job 1:5 (KJV) °And it was so, when the days of their feasting were gone about, that Job sent and sanctified them, and rose up early
in the morning, and offered burnt offerings according to the number of them all: for Job said, It may be that my sons have sinned,
and cursed God in their hearts. Thus did Job continually.



(Matthew 17:18 NKJV) And Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of him; and the child was
cured from that very hour.

Suicidal Thoughts

Important to note here, that suicidal thoughts and behavior are the influence of Satan. This boy
continually throwing himself into the fire or water, was influenced by Satan. Now | am not saying that
every person attempting suicide is demon possessed, but they are definitely being influenced by Satan.
Satan comes to kill and destroy, but Jesus comes to give life. If you ever have thoughts of suicide, know
Satan is coming against your mind. Recognize that it is him, and come to Jesus. Let us not forget the

increasing rate of suicide among our teenagers too parents; make the sacrifice for them!
John 10:10 (NKJV) °The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. | have come that they may have life, and
that they may have it more abundantly.

(Matthew 17:19 NKJV) Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, "Why could we not
cast it out?"

(Matthew 17:20 NKJV) So Jesus said to them, "Because of your unbelief; for assuredly, | say to
you, if you have faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,
and it will move; and nothing will be impossible for you.

Move Mts Literally / Circumstances as big as Mountains — Need not Bury You

Now is Jesus literally saying to move mountains? | don't it, just as mustard seeds don’t have faith. Move
mountain literally, | don’t think so, for what is the spiritual need to move a mountain. The Church could
never agree on where to move the mountain to anyways. There would be twice as many church splits
over mountain moving than there currently is over what color carpet in the sanctuary should be. | believe
what He is saying is that there are things before us that seem like mountains to us, circumstances as big
as mountain, insurmountable odds against us, with what appears to impossible situations. But they need
not bury you.

Back in Verse 17 — How Long / ITIS TIME / Shown Examples and Words
(Matthew 17:17 NKJV) Then Jesus answered and said, "O faithless and perverse generation, how long
shall | be with you? How long shall | bear with you? Bring him here to Me." - Jesus said back in verse 17,
“how long shall | be with you, how long till you have faith? how long until you break free of the world, the
perverted generation?” As much as Jesus is saying how long, He is saying at the same time "it is time” |
have been with you long enough, | have taught you by My word and My example, | have shown you how
to have victory over the enemy. Jesus is saying, “it is time, it is time to break through”.

Seed Small — Buried by Dirt — Breaks Through / Genetically Preprogrammed

The mustard seed was the smallest seed in that geographical region, and it is tiny. But yet, this tiny little
seed, buried under mounds of dirt 100’s of time greater in weight, can push up through all the dirt to break
forth into the light. The mustard seed is genetically preprogrammed to move the earth upon it, it is
genetically preprogrammed to break forth through the ground into the light. These disciples, you and I,
have been genetically pre programmed by God Himself to break forth into the light. Those things that
seem insurmountable, burying you, keeping you in darkness.... it is time! It is time to break through.

Context — Influence of Satan / No Strategy Satan can Devise Against You / Gates of Hell

The context of this story isn’t asking for a new job, getting that house, or something like that; the context
of this story is about the binding the influence of Satan in a person’s life. Jesus is saying there is no
mountain, no obstacle that Satan can put before you, that can't be moved. There is no strategy that
Satan can devise against you that will bury you, or defeat you. Jesus had just said, the gates (strategy)

of hell can not overcome the Church (you are the church — the called out ones).

(Matthew 16:18 NKJV) "And | also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock | will build My church, and the gates of Hades
shall not prevail against it.

(Matthew 16:19 NKJV) "And | will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven."



Personal Application / People say Never have Victory
The personal application for us today is that no Christian should be swayed by the influence of Satan.
People will say, | will never have victory in this area of my life, it is like moving a mountain, | feel buried.
God says, "it is time, it is time to break through, it is what you are preprogrammed to do. You need not be
influenced by Satan or this world (aka — the perverse generation) any more.
e Menitistime to say | am going to quit looking at those things. By faith a man can say, I believe
Father | have all | need preprogrammed by the Holy Spirit in me to quit.
e Another here can say, “Father | need only say the word and you can give me a renewed love for
that person | am bitter against”.
e Another can say, “I need not to continue to be thrown into the fire of my lust”.
e Or, “I need not be drowned in the lake of my depression.
e | do not have to continue with this critical heart of mine, my tongue that shreds people, my
jealousy, whatever it may be.

How Often we Say — The Situation won’t Change

Yet how often we say | just don’t have the power to change this situation; | wish Jesus would do a miracle
like | have seen Him do in other people’s life. As Jesus said to the disciples, you need not wait for a
miracle from Me, you have what you need; for we have the Spirit of the Living God living with within us.

The 2 Willing / Unleash the Spirit in your Life

The seed is preprogrammed to break through the obstacles, all the seed needs is to be watered, the
watering of faith. Here is where prayer works, or doesn’t work; through our belief (faith) or unbelief. It is
the “2” willings. Am | willing for this to change, and is God willing to change it. | have free-will to choose
sin, just as | had free-will to choose salvation. So if | am willing, in many cases just sick and tired of it,
then it comes down to believing God is willing. Oh we know God can, we know of His power and have
read and saw His miracles; but we question if speaking out into the air, is really going to change the
situation. Listen Christian, and listen closely, God wants to change this situation, He has saved you and
wants to conform you into His image, God wants to change you more than you want to, because He is
perfect and pure, and that is what He wants to make you right now, He doesn’t want to wait until heaven,
right now, for “It Is Time”. God wants to change you, but He will not violate your free-will, just as He didn’t
in terms to your salvation. When you believe that God wants to change that thing in your life, then your
whole prayer life will change, for you will see that prayer is the releasing of God’s Spirit in your life to
move freely and do what He wills to do in your life. His Spirit dwells in you, and is ready, programmed, to
unleash the power of God in your life. Oh you will see a power in your prayer, for you will know, it is a
guarantee to happen, and you will have boldness and confidence to come into prayer.

Christian, It is Time — time to bind these things, time to quit saying | can’'t, and it is time to believe God is
willing.

Personally Believe Binds Satan in Others Life / How Long Last — Don’t Know

| personally believe that we can bind the enemy through prayer as he tries to influence other people. That
still leaves the person’s free-will, their flesh, to do as they wish, but at least at that moment their flesh is
not being magnified by Satan’s influence. How long does that binding last? | do not know, hence the call
for continual fasting and prayer. The same applies for our life. We may only have victory for 1 minute
before our flesh, the world, or Satan comes right back at us. It is ok, the prayer line is uninterrupted, and
the beauty of that also, it keeps us in continually communion with God.

(Matthew 17:21 NKJV) "However, this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting."

Disciples Think How could we Know / It is to be a Lifestyle

The disciples, no doubt, would have been thinking, This kind does not go out but by prayer and fasting?
How were we to know we would be faced with a lunatic? We didn’t have time for prayer and fasting! And
that's exactly the point. Jesus is calling for a lifestyle of prayer and fasting, not an emergency session.
Had the disciples been praying and fasting all along, they could have spoken the word of faith that would
have resulted in deliverance and salvation.



Lifestyle — Know not Tomorrow Holds / Too late once War Comes / West Point

Prayer and fasting should be a part of our lifestyle because we don’t know what tomorrow holds. If | hear
Jesus right, He's saying, “It’s too late to pray and fast when the emergency is before you. You must
develop a life of prayer and fasting so that when the problem surfaces, you're already prepared. Inthe
Army Training manual at West Point, the first page says, “the way you train in peace time is the way you
will fight in wartime”.

Prayer — Attaches / Fasting Detaches / Ephesians — Be Filled — Soaking in the Tub

There is a powerful interaction between prayer and fasting. Prayer attaches us to God; fasting detaches
us from the flesh. Sometimes | find myself going 100mph, and | say, | am going “too fast”, therefore | am
going “to fast”. Fasting slows us down from the world and everyday life, and refocuses us on God and
the spiritual things. As we become attached to God through prayer, separated from this perverse
generation, we then are filled with the things of God. In Ephesians is says to Be filled with the Holy Spirit.
It is like sitting in a sauna, or a whirlpool, you are just soaking in things of the Spirit, the Spirit is
permeating you. And when the devil is waiting for you at the bottom of that mountain, you don’t even

view him as a threat, you read through him, you know your God is more than able, and you say, be gone!
(Ephesians 5:17 NKJV) Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.

(Ephesians 5:18 NKJV) And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit,

(Ephesians 5:19 NKJV) speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart
to the Lord,

Lifestyle Reduces Influence / Constant Realization that Greater is He
This lifestyle, reduces the influence of Satan on our lives. As we soak up the Lord in prayer, filled with the
Spirit, we have live in the constant realization that greater is He that is in you then he that is after you

(Ray’s Translation).
(1 John 4:4 NKJV) You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he who is in
the world.

Flip Side / God give you Free-Will / Spiritual Warfare

On the flip side of this Christian, just as God gave you free-will to choose Him, He also gives you free-will
to run your life. For some people, they never ask, so never get help. Some people are too proud to ask
for directions. Prayer is faith, for it is the ultimate submission, it is saying | can’t but You can, and |
believe you will! This is spiritual warfare, and the powers against us are powerful. The word principalities
means “high ranking”, powers means ‘super-human”. The word “rulers” means ‘darkness and shady”.
The word “spiritual” means supernatural, wickedness and depravity”. The powers against us are mighty,

therefore our battle plan against them but be too.

Eph 6:10 - 13 (NKJV) °Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. Put on the whole armor of God,
that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. *?For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the

heavenly places. *Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done
all, to stand.

It is a Lifestyle / Christian It is Time
It is a lifestyle of prayer and fasting. Christian, “it is time”, it is time to make this your lifestyle!

How?

Make a Plan / Make them Non-Negotiable

Make a plan, it can’t be as needed, emergency situations, it has to be planned. Make a plan on what
goes, what gets adjusted, and when you are going to pray, when you are going to fast, and then make
those things non- negotiable. When you believe that God wants to change these things, then you'll pray
begin to pray with power.

It is time!

(Matthew 17:22 NKJV) Now while they were staying in Galilee, Jesus said to them, "The Son of
Man is about to be betrayed into the hands of men,



(Matthew 17:23 NKJV) "and they will kill Him, and the third day He will be raised up." And they
were exceedingly sorrowful.

New Concept

New concept here and that is of being betrayed. He had told them prior that He would be killed, but had
not said before about being betrayed. That no doubt adds to the sorrow of His death, and that is that
someone close to Him will betray Him.

Tucked Away — Light-hearted Story
Tucked away in this chapter that spans the heights of the Transfiguration and the depths of the Cross, we
find this simple story about a fisherman, a fish, and a coin.

(Matthew 17:24 NKJV) When they had come to Capernaum, those who received the temple tax
came to Peter and said, "Does your Teacher not pay the temple tax?"

Collecting Temple Tax
As they entered Capernaum, tax collectors approached the disciples. They were not raising money for the
Roman Empire or for the political system. They were collecting the temple tax.

Only Matthew Records
Only Matthew records this of all the gospels, of course that is because he was a tax collector.

(Matthew 17:25 NKJV) He said, "Yes." And when he had come into the house, Jesus anticipated
him, saying, "What do you think, Simon? From whom do the kings of the earth take customs or
taxes, from their sons or from strangers?"

(Matthew 17:26 NKJV) Peter said to Him, "From strangers." Jesus said to him, "Then the sons are
free.

(Matthew 17:27 NKJV) "Nevertheless, lest we offend them, go to the sea, cast in a hook, and take
the fish that comes up first. And when you have opened its mouth, you will find a piece of money;
take that and give it to them for Me and you."

King doesn’t tax Kids / Jesus is the Temple

So Jesus asks Peter, does a King tax his kids, or his subjects, and Peter says the King taxes his subjects
not his own kids. If this is a light-hearted story as | think it is, then Jesus has to be chuckling right here,
they want Me to support the temple, ...........ccooeeieant. , support the temple, | am the Temple.

1in 10million / Just between Peter and Jesus

They estimate there are around 10 million fish in this sea where Peter casts his line, so the odds of
catching this fish is 1 in 10 million, yet he does. 1 like this, a miracle just between Jesus and Peter.

There are some things in life that it just between you and Jesus, and when they happen they are so
wonderful. Out of the miracles of the world, He comes into your life and my life, and performs one just for
us, a private audience. He is a God who cares for you, thinks of you, personally and individually.

PVC Pipe

| remember one time | was helping renovate a home that was going to be turned into a shelter for abused
woman. | was renovating the swimming pool. When it rained the pool would flood the whole backyard
and patio, and | had just finished digging a hole to make a French drain, that would run the water away
from the house and patio. So | dug this big hole, and said now | need about a ton of rock. Drag | am
going to have to order a truckload. Just then I look up and here comes this guy with a wheel barrel full of
broken up concrete. He says hey | am ripping out my patio, and was wondering if | could dump my
concrete in your hole so | don’t have to haul it to the dump. Awesome, so then all | needed was 6inches
of 1 inch PVC pipe to finish off the drain pipe to the pump. It was now way late, and | really wanted to
finish because | wasn’t going to be able to come back for a week, and | was concerned that another rain
would flood the porch, maybe even the living room. | searched all over and could not find anything. |
checked with everyone else working there but no one had any 1 inch pipe. So | like bummer, | don’t have
time to get to the store and my appointment, so I'll just have to clean-up and finish next week. So I clean



everything up, | have the dust pan in my hand, go over to the garbage can to dump it, | lift the lid, the
garbage is all the way up to the very top of the can, in a pyramid shape, and you'll never guess what was
on the very, | mean very top of the pyramid, a piece of 1 inch PVC pipe, exactly 6 inches long. | love
those stories.

Dan in Ukraine

But here is one more, my friend Dan and his wife quit their jobs to travel by RV across the country
teaching in churches, and evangelizing along the way. We they were continually living on faith. One day,
on their wedding anniversary, they had no money, but Dan said to his wife, what would you like to eat
today. She said stop, we have nothing. Dan said if you could have anything, what would it be? She said
oh, steak and lobster tail, with fresh vegetables. He said he stepped outside the RV (they were stopped
at an Interstate Rest Stop), and as he was standing there he sees this guy with a grocery bag walking
towards. Then guy stops right in front of him, places the grocery bag before him, smiles and walks away.
You guessed it, Dan looks in the bag, and there was a dinner for two, steak and lobster.

What is Your 1in 10 Million / You are His 1 in 10 Million

What was your 1 in 10 million? You've had one, you just need to recognize that it was Him. And equally
amazing, is that He has the ability to think of each of us, as if we were His 1 in 10 million, the only one on
His heart. God loves you, His 1 in 10 million, enjoy that with Him today.



Matthew 18
The Heart of a Child (simplicity) — (18:1-4)

The Outline of the Book of Matthew:
His Birth (Matthew 1-2)

His Life (Matthew 3-15)

His Death (Matthew 16-27)
His Resurrection (Matthew 28)

Theme of the Book of Matthew:

Matthew is primarily written to the Jewish people, so this book has a Jewish flavor to it. From the
beginning we see its Jewish flavor as these genealogies prove that Jesus has the right to the throne of
King David. If I was to give the Book of Matthew a title, it would be “The King has Come”, for the book

emphasizes the kingship of Jesus Christ, and thus is the theme of this book:
(Matthew 27:11 NKJV) Now Jesus stood before the governor. And the governor asked Him, saying, "Are You the King of the
Jews?" So Jesus said to him, "It is as you say."

March towards the Cross / King of Kings

We are on the march towards the cross now in this section, and we will be studying over the weeks to
come, Jesus equipping the disciples to carry the gospel forward, and then we will get to the death and
resurrection of the King. This gospel although coming first to the Jews, will go to all the world, thus why
Jesus is the King of Kings. That is one of the errors Pilate made when he fixed the sign above Jesus’
cross, calling Him the “King of the Jews”, for truly the sign should have read, “The King of Kings”. In our
passage today and the next few weeks, the King will tell us who is the greatest in His Kingdom.

Chp 17 Shine Miraculously / Chp 18 — Speak Practically

In chapter 17, the disciples saw Jesus shine miraculously with kingdom light. Here in chapter 18, they will
hear Him speak practically about kingdom life. We go from showing Kingdom Light, to teaching Kingdom
Life. Kingdom Life is no easy stuff, we will be challenged in the weeks to come, but those who will
respond to this challenge, will find themselves walking in a whole new light, a whole new life, and a whole
new love, for these are the things of the Kingdom of God. | pray that you have come here today to be
changed, that you will be open to change, that you desire to be great in the Kingdom, because your heart
desire is to be pleasing to your King.

(Matthew 18:1 NKJV) At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, "Who then is greatest in
the kingdom of heaven?"

Luke 9/ Arguing
According to Luke 9:46, the disciples weren't just asking who was the greatest, they were actually arguing
about which one of them would be the greatest in the kingdom of which they had just been given a sneak

preview.

Mark 9:33 - 37 (NKJV) *¥Then He came to Capernaum. And when He was in the house He asked them, “What was it you disputed
among yourselves on the road?” **But they kept silent, for on the road they had disputed among themselves who would be the
greatest. ®And He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, “If anyone desires to be first, he shall be last of all and servant of
all.”*Then He took a little child and set him in the midst of them. And when He had taken him in His arms, He said to them,
S"“Whoever receives one of these little children in My name receives Me; and whoever receives Me, receives not Me but Him who
sent Me.”

Last Excuse

Ok, there goes your last excuse for those of you who say God can’t use me. Here they are arguing
amongst themselves who is going to be the greatest in the kingdom, shortly after Jesus had just said |
must suffer many things, be betrayed and die. And they argue who is the greatest. If God will use them,
God will use you. Find a place to serve, and step out believing that God will bless you, and those you

reach out to.
(Matthew 17:22 NKJV) Now while they were staying in Galilee, Jesus said to them, "The Son of Man is about to be betrayed into
the hands of men,



(Matthew 17:23 NKJV) "and they will kill Him, and the third day He will be raised up." And they were exceedingly sorrowful.

We not Far Off / Missionary — Pastor — Orphanage - Crusade
The disciples are asking for selfish reasons, and expecting a person to be named. We may not be at that
point (asking for names), but | think man today can be equally confused on this subject. Man’s
supposition on who is great in the kingdom of God, differs greatly from God’s. If we were to ask Jesus
this question today, who is the greatest in the kingdom, we may not be expecting a name, but could be
expecting Him to say something such as, the greatest in the kingdom is:

e That missionary who forsook all to proclaim the Gospel.

e The person who pastors a mega-church

e That person who served in an orphanage all their lives

e That person who held large evangelistic crusades.

Man Associates Occupation/Accomplish w/Greatness / Want to be Great — Do This

How man associates occupation and accomplishments to greatness in the kingdom; we consider it up
there, because that is the way the world works it down here. But God’s answer is anything near those
things, He says you know who is great in heaven, or better said.............. do you want to be great? Then
do these things, and the things He gives for us in this chapter, are all things every last person in this room
is capable of doing; the things He outlines for us here, are dependant only one thing, ourselves, and our
willingness to do them. | am glad He didn’t say, you want to be great, build a mega-church, or hold large
crusades, who build an orphanage, or go to the Sudan and preach the gospel, if He had | would probably
be quite depressed right now, but what He will say, | am excited, for | know | can do these things if | will,
with the help of His Spirit.

Heart Matters — Family Matters / Greatest Seek what Best for Family
These things are all “heart matters”, and “family matters”. Jesus is saying, the greatest in the kingdom
seeks out what is best for the family (both his own, and the church family):

Outline for the “Greatest in the Kingdom”
The Greatest in the Kingdom has:
e The Heart of a Child (simplicity) — Matthew 18:2-4
e The Heart of the Father (holiness) — Matthew 18:5-14
e The Heart of a Brother (unity) — Matthew 18:15-35

The Heart of a Child (simplicity) — Matthew 18:2-4

(Matthew 18:2 NKJV) Then Jesus called a little child to Him, set him in the midst of them,
(Matthew 18:3 NKJV) and said, "Assuredly, | say to you, unless you are converted and become as
little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.

(Matthew 18:4 NKJV) "Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the
kingdom of heaven.

(Matthew 18:2 NKJV) Then Jesus called a little child to Him, set him in the midst of them,

Word for Infant
This word for child is used mostly to mean an infant, or very young child.

Little Nugget / Something Pure & Gentle / The God who Calls You — Receives You

But there is a little nugget here before we get into our study; this one verse, shows me something of the
personality and character of Jesus (who is the expressed image of God). He called a little child to Him,
and the child came readily. If you go to the mall and watch parents lining up their kids to sit on Santa’s
lap, you will invariably see tears and terror on the faces of the children. Told to sit on the lap of a big man
with a big beard and black boots, it's no wonder they're fearful! But there is never an indication that kids
were afraid of Jesus. There was something pure, gentle, and lovely about Him that made children come
to Him rather than run from Him. You can’t kid a kid. Jesus says let the little children come unto Me, that



tells Me that when children saw Jesus they were drawn to Him, they knew a place they would be
received, not turned away, a place that a child would receive what every child wants, to be loved and
accepted. This is who your God is, and that is who calling you to Himself right at this very moment, the

pure and gentle God, who wants to draw you to Himself, and minister His love and kindness on to you.
Col 1:15 (NKJV) *He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.

Matt 19:14 (NKJV) “But Jesus said, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of
heaven.”

Approach of Children Church / Only get 90 minutes — Responsibility on Parents

This is also the approach we take in our Children’s Church, and that is that the children will want to come,
they will look forward to being with Jesus. We want to establish a lifetime of looking to being with Jesus,
sitting on His lap, being loved by Him, and loving on Him. That is our goal here, but parents we only get
them 90 minutes to 3 hours a week, the greatest responsibility is on you. | beseech you parents, bring
you children to Jesus, daily!

(Matthew 18:3 NKJV) and said, "Assuredly, | say to you, unless you are converted and become as
little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.

(Matthew 18:4 NKJV) "Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the
kingdom of heaven.

Jesus says two things a person is to do to be great in the kingdom of God, be converted, and become as
little children.

Converted — Repent / Call for Repentance — Man’s Free-will

Verse 3 - unless you are converted - Converted, means to be changed, to be turned-around. Doctor Luke
tells us in Acts 3 tells us to repent therefore and be converted so that our sins may be blotted out and
times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord. So there is a call for repentance, and no
man may come into His presence without first repenting. Repentance is man’s free-will decision, will he

or won't he. Repentance is a must in salvation, without repentance there is no forgiveness of sin:
Acts 3:19 (NKJV) *Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come
from the presence of the Lord,

Little Children / Not Rebellious Side (after converted) / What Children Are

Verse 3 - and become as little children - But after the profession and commitment to repentance, Jesus
goes on to say “and become as little children”. What are little children like (as Jesus would be referring
to). Well Jesus is obviously not talking of the rebellious side of a child that comes with our sin nature
(mine, mine, and mine); Jesus isn’t talking about that because He just said you must be converted
(repent). Jesus is talking about what is in all children, and | have picked 3 that | see woven though the
Scriptures and all children are:

Become as Little Children:
e Kids are Sincere,
e Kids are Sensitive
e Kids are Simple

Kids are Sincere

Are what Are / Without Wax — Bible Times

Kids are what they are, you can see right through them. The word “sincere” literally means “without wax”
in Biblical times, and referred to the practice of merchants in Bible times who patched broken or chipped
pieces of pottery with wax. If a vessel was not “sincere,” an unsuspecting buyer would take it home and
put it on his front porch only to see the wax melt and the vessel break in the heat of the sun. There is no
wax in a kid, you can see right through them of what they are.

Don’t Cover Up — Don’t Hide / My 1yr Old — Diapers&Ducks



Kids aren’t trying to cover themselves up, hide who they truly are, it is something that really doesn’t even
cross their mind. My 1 year doesn'’t care if he has clothes on or not. He doesn’t care about the diaper
either, he doesn'’t care that he is naked. Sometimes he crawls around and you think he is stepping on
ducks all over the place (quack, quack); he doesn’t care, he doesn’t laugh, nor does he get shy, it is just
what | am.

Kids Sincere — Naked Before All / Be Great — Be Sincere / Burn — Bema / I've been Waiting / It Time
Kids are sincere, they are what they are, they are naked and open before all. God is saying the same,
you want to be great in the kingdom, be sincere, be open and honest. Quit trying to convince yourself or
others that you are something you are not. It says that all our wood, hay, and stubble will be burned-up
before God when we get to heaven, and only the precious metals will remain. Guess what, that means
the wax will be melted away too. As you stand before the “bema seat judgment of Christ”’, who you are
will be laid naked and bare before the Lord. The Lord says become as a little child now, be naked now,
be honest before Me now. When we are honest before the Lord, when we say Lord, | agree with these
faults weaknesses of my life, it is then that the Lord can say, alright, I've been waiting for you to be honest
about these things, because | want to change these things, but | can’t violate your free-will. God can't,

unless you will, unless you will agree, “It is Time” (last weeks study).

1 Cor 3:11 - 15 (NKJV) *'For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. *2Now if anyone
builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, *each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will
declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is. If anyone’s work which he has
built on it endures, he will receive a reward. °If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as
through fire.

2 Cor 5:10 (NKJV) °For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the
body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.

Open Before Lord — Can Conform
So kids are sincere, totally open and naked before the Lord, and because they are, God can conform
them into His image, and that is greatness in the kingdom of God — Do you want to be Great? Thisis a

place where it is ok to strive and seek, not to be admired by man, but to please the Living God:
Rom 12:2 (NKJV) 2And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove
what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

Kids are Sensitive

Want to Please parents / Bite Lip / Lord wants us to Be Senstive — Cut it Off / Sanctification
Secondly, kids are sensitive. Even my teenager, when all is said and done, at the end of the day, in his
heart he wants to please me and his mother. He is sensitive about pleasing us. Even my 1 year old is
sensitive to pleasing his father. He is starting to figure out kisses, and that they mean something. The
other day | puckered-up my lips, and he crawled on me, put his lips (actually his mouth) over my lips, and
gave me a kiss. Oh it was so sweet; but then, he took his little razor teeth and bite hard on my lips. |
couldn’t help but to grunt out loud, pull my face away from him. Now he really didn't know what he did,
but he quickly pushed off me, crawled 2 steps away, and then turned back and looked at me to see what
had happened. Oh I felt terrible, | gathered him up in my arms and said it is ok honey, you didn’'t’ know
that would hurt daddy. But he know something wasn’t right. Even at the age of 1 he is sensitive, he
wants to please his mommy and daddy. Little children are sensitive, and that is what the Lord wants us
of, to be sensitive to offending Him, and others (as we will read through our passage today He will say if
your hand causes you to sin, cut it off, if it is your eye, pluck it out). God has a continual calling upon us
to become holy, as He is holy. There is sanctification the position, as He sees us Holy before Him in
Christ; and there is sanctification the process, as He is calling us to separate from the former conduct of

the world, and be conformed into His image, to be Holy as He is Holy.
1 Pet 1:14 - 16 (NKJV) **as obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance; *but as He who
called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, ®because it is written, “Be holy, for | am holy.”

Huge in Our Overall Study / Sensitive to Hurting Father and Family / Heart & Family / Stumble - Div
This is huge in our study today, the sensitivity about offending God, and offending the church family, for
these things are both heart matters, and family matters. If we are not sensitive to offending God and
family, then the rest of our study will fail, we will constantly cause others to stumble, and constantly bring



division into the family of God. Do you want to be great in the Kingdom of God? This study today, and
the next 2 weeks in this chapter will change your life, they will have a profound change on your spiritual
walk, and you can be a spiritual giant for the glory of God. | pray that you will.

Kids are Simple

Love the Simplicity of Kid / Fingertips — not Challenge but Asking

Kids are sincere, kids are sensitive, and thirdly kids are simple. You have to love the simplicity of a kid. |
like little Jonah a few weeks back in Children’s Church, the teacher said God hold the whole world in His
hand. Jonah said how come | can’t see His fingertips. Not challenging, but sincerely asking, because His
faith believed God was holding the world. Just simple faith believing what has been told him.

Who Accepts the Lord — 80% / Someone Loves Me —where do | Sign Up

Who accepts the Lord when given the opportunity to respond to an altar call? The little children do. They
aren’'t worried what Joey or Sally are doing, they are just raising their hands saying me, oh pick me!
They've heard that someone loves them, cares about them, and wants to be with them, and they say oh
pick me. Eighty percent of the decisions for Christ are made by the age of 18. How important for us to
invest heavily in our children’s church and youth group.

Kids keep Life Simple / Not worried how Much Accomplished / Playing & Mom and Dad

Kids keep their lives simple, little kids don’t worry at the end of the day how much they accomplished,
they aren’t under some works trip. The life of a kid is simply to play and enjoy mommy and daddy. The
Lord says the greatest in the kingdom, will just keep life simple, they won’t get all wrapped up in or twisted
up in this or that. They will simply enjoy the fellowship of the Father.

No Fret Tomorrow / Dependant on Parents

A child doesn'’t fret about tomorrow, doesn’t worry about tomorrow. | wont say a little child is trusting the
parents for tomorrow, for they don’t think about tomorrow; the child is more so, dependant on there
parents for today and tomorrow. The simplicity of a child.

Psalm 131/ Weaned Child — Screaming Milk nor Checking Refrigerator

Those childlike qualities of sincerity, sensitivity, and simplicity are key ingredients of kingdom life. David
wrote in Psalm 131, “I will not look into things that are too great for me, but will behave myself quietly as a
weaned child.” In other words, “I'm not going to get spun out or hung up on things that are too lofty or too
great. Like a weaned child, I'll just keep it simple.” A weaned child is neither an infant screaming for milk
nor an adult checking out the refrigerator wondering who'’s going to pay the bills. A weaned child neither
cries nor analyzes. He simply trusts that his father and mother will take care of him. And that quality is

what Jesus held up to the disciples as a model.

Psa131:1-2(NKJV) ! LORD, my heart is not haughty, Nor my eyes lofty.  Neither do | concern myself with great matters,
Nor with things too profound for me. 2 Surely | have calmed and quieted my soul, Like a weaned child with his mother;  Like

a weaned child is my soul within me.

Psa131:1-2(NRSV)! O LORD, my heartis not lifted up, my eyes are not raised too high; | do not occupy myself with things
too great and too marvelous for me. 2 But | have calmed and quieted my soul, like a weaned child with its mother;  my soul
is like the weaned child that is with me.

Worn over Accomplishments — Theology — Tomorrow

We are children, God says don’t get yourself all worn out over accomplishments, there is no quota. Enter
into the activity as fellowshipping with your Dad. Our Father says don’t get all worn out over the high lofty
things, the deep theological issues, nothing can overcome the basics, oh someone loves me, cares about
me, and wants to be with me, oh pick me. God says don’'t worry about tomorrow, that is My responsibility,
be dependant on Me, trust Me, so we can spend today together ............. totally, and at the end of the
day you'll say | can’t wait for tomorrow. Don’t complicate your life with all the things of the world, just
keep life simple, be dependant on Me, I'll take care of your needs.



Jesus was all these Things
Jesus was all these things, thus His greatness in the kingdom. He was sincere, sensitive, and kept it
simple.

Sincere
His sincerity, you can read right through Jesus. Jesus was so transparent you could see right through
Him, literally at the Transfiguration. Jesus made Himself of no reputation, even though He was God. He

just laid Himself bare before all man to see who He truly was:
Matt 17:2 (NKJV) 2and He was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became as white as the light.

Phil 2:5 - 8 (NKJV) ®Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, ®who, being in the form of God, did not consider it
robbery to be equal with God, “but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of
men. ®And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of
the cross.

Sensitive
He was sensitive; His will was always to do the will of the Father, and the Father said that He had, and
that He was well pleased with Him. And we have seen Jesus tremendous compassion, sensitivity upon

those that were hurting:
Matt 17:5 (NKJV) While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and suddenly a voice came out of the
cloud, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased. Hear Him!”

Matt 9:36 (NKJV) **But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, because they were weary and
scattered, like sheep having no shepherd.

Matt 14:14 (NKJV) *And when Jesus went out He saw a great multitude; and He was moved with compassion for them, and healed
their sick.

Matt 8:2 - 3 (NKJV) ?And behold, a leper came and worshiped Him, saying, “Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean.”
3Then Jesus put out His hand and touched him, saying, “/ am willing; be cleansed.” Inmediately his leprosy was cleansed.

Simple
Jesus kept it real simple, He fellowshipped with the Father, and only sought to do what the Father wanted
Him to do:

Mark 1:35 (NKJV) ®Now in the morning, having risen a long while before daylight, He went out and departed to a solitary place;
and there He prayed.

John 4:34 (NKJV) *Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work.

(Matthew 18:4 NKJV) "Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the
kingdom of heaven.

Great —is to be Humble / Sincere & Sensitive — keep thinking More or Less / Simple — With Dad
To be great in the kingdom, we need to be humble. These three, sincerity, sensitivity, and simplicity, will
keep you humble. Sincerity will keep you from thinking more of yourself than you are. Sensitivity will do
the same. Simplicity will keep you from thinking less, and from thinking more, for just keeping it simple,
hanging out with Dad, will keep us in that place of grace............ it is all about what God has done for us.

The word for workmanship in Ephesians 2 means “poem”. We are His poem.

Eph 2:8 - 10 (NKJV) 8For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, °not of
works, lest anyone should boast. *°For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand that we should walk in them.

Older Get — More Childlike

As the years go on, | find myself being more childlike, in that | am more dependant on Him, the more |
know Him, for the more | know Him the more | see who I truly am, and | need to run back under His
grace. We need to be as little children, not in attitude or knowledge, but in heart — to be sincere,
sensitive, and simple.

If You have Complicated — Go back Happiest Times / Come back here Often
If you have complicate your Christian life over the years, can | tell you, let all that go, go back to the
happiest times you have had as a Christian, and that was when you were first saved, you weren’t



concerned about theological debates, you were just happy that the God of the Universe revealed Himself
to you. You weren’t worried about successful ministries, you were just happy to read the words that
spoke of His love for you. You weren't trying to figure out who was friend or foe; you just loved everyone,
because you were soaking in His rays of love. Go back to that place, that place of just enjoying being
saved, and you will once again get to enjoy that place of being like a little kid again, like you felt when you
first got saved. And then, as needed, keep coming back to these three things, and keep yourself in that
simplistic beauty of when you were first saved.

Lionel Train
I am reminded of the story of a distinguished elderly gentleman walked into a toy store and saw a Lionel
train going around the track. With a sparkle in his eye, he said to the salesgirl, “I'll take one.”

“Oh, your grandson will love it!” she replied. “You know, you’re absolutely right!” he said. “Make that two.”
Want to be great, become as little children, go back to have that child-like faith and simplicity.

Go have Special Time
| encourage you to go away with the Lord and have a special time of prayer with Him today, go over these
3 things, get back to the Heart of the Child, and you will find yourself experiencing His joy and presence.



The Heart of the Father (holiness)
Matthew 18:5-14

The Outline of the Book of Matthew:
His Birth (Matthew 1-2)

His Life (Matthew 3-15)

His Death (Matthew 16-27)
His Resurrection (Matthew 28)

Theme of the Book of Matthew:

Matthew is primarily written to the Jewish people, so this book has a Jewish flavor to it. From the
beginning we see its Jewish flavor as these genealogies prove that Jesus has the right to the throne of
King David. If | was to give the Book of Matthew a title, it would be “The King has Come”, for the book

emphasizes the kingship of Jesus Christ, and thus is the theme of this book:
(Matthew 27:11 NKJV) Now Jesus stood before the governor. And the governor asked Him, saying, "Are You the King of the
Jews?" So Jesus said to him, "It is as you say."

March towards the Cross / King of Kings

We are on the march towards the cross now in this section, and we will be studying over the weeks to
come, Jesus equipping the disciples to carry the gospel forward, and then we will get to the death and
resurrection of the King. This gospel although coming first to the Jews, will go to all the world, thus why
Jesus is the King of Kings. That is one of the errors Pilate made when he fixed the sign above Jesus’
cross, calling Him the “King of the Jews”, for truly the sign should have read, “The King of Kings”. In our
passage today and the next few weeks, the King will tell us who is the greatest in His Kingdom.

Chp 17 Shine Miraculously / Chp 18 — Speak Practically

In chapter 17, the disciples saw Jesus shine miraculously with kingdom light. Here in chapter 18, they will
hear Him speak practically about kingdom life. We go from showing Kingdom Light, to teaching Kingdom
Life. Kingdom Life is no easy stuff, we will be challenged in the weeks to come, but those who will
respond to this challenge, will find themselves walking in a whole new light, a whole new life, and a whole
new love, for these are the things of the Kingdom of God. | pray that you have come here today to be
changed, that you will be open to change, that you desire to be great in the Kingdom, because your heart
desire is to be pleasing to your King. As we had studied last week, these are heart matters, and these
are family matters, thus the outline for chapter 18:

Outline
Outline for the “Greatest in the Kingdom”
The Greatest in the Kingdom has:
e The Heart of a Child (simplicity) — Matthew 18:2-4
e The Heart of the Father (holiness) — Matthew 18:5-14
e The Heart of a Brother (unity) — Matthew 18:15-35

Recap Heart of Child

To recap our last study we studied the “Heart of a Child (simplicity). Jesus said we were to be converted
and become as little children. We broke down what a child is; they are “sincere”, as they are what they
are, they are open and naked for all to read, and we talked of how that is what the Lord wants of us, to
just be open before Him and man, not trying to cover our faults, but to be open and honest, and how if we
do that He can then work those faults and weakness out of us. Secondly, that children are “sensitive”,
they are sensitive to pleasing their parents. We talked of how important it is for us to be sensitive before
our Father, to be sensitive to offending Him, and to offending others. That plays greatly into today’s
study. Thirdly, children are simple. We talked of how God wants us to just keep it simple, to keep our
walk with Him simple, and to overcomplicate our life, rather just enjoy and soak up our fellowship and love
with the Father;



Become as Little Children:
o Kids are Sincere,
o Kids are Sensitive
o Kids are Simple

So let’s read our text, and continue our study of being great in the Kingdom of God:

(Matthew 18:1 NKJV) At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, "Who then is greatest in
the kingdom of heaven?"

(Matthew 18:2 NKJV) Then Jesus called a little child to Him, set him in the midst of them,
(Matthew 18:3 NKJV) and said, "Assuredly, | say to you, unless you are converted and become as
little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.

(Matthew 18:4 NKJV) "Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the
kingdom of heaven.

(Matthew 18:5 NKJV) "Whoever receives one little child like this in My name receives Me.
(Matthew 18:6 NKJV) "But whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to sin, it
would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were drowned in the
depth of the sea.

(Matthew 18:7 NKJV) "Woe to the world because of offenses! For offenses must come, but woe to
that man by whom the offense comes!

(Matthew 18:8 NKJV) "If your hand or foot causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you. It is
better for you to enter into life lame or maimed, rather than having two hands or two feet, to be
cast into the everlasting fire.

(Matthew 18:9 NKJV) "And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you. It is
better for you to enter into life with one eye, rather than having two eyes, to be cast into hell fire.
(Matthew 18:10 NKJV) "Take heed that you do not despise one of these little ones, for | say to you
that in heaven their angels always see the face of My Father who is in heaven.

(Matthew 18:11 NKJV) "For the Son of Man has come to save that which was lost.

(Matthew 18:12 NKJV) "What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them goes
astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine and go to the mountains to seek the one that is straying?
(Matthew 18:13 NKJV) "And if he should find it, assuredly, | say to you, he rejoices more over that
sheep than over the ninety-nine that did not go astray.

(Matthew 18:14 NKJV) "Even so it is not the will of your Father who is in heaven that one of these
little ones should perish.

Last 4 Verses — Importance of Individual / Not Globally but Individually

In those last 4 verses Jesus makes a specific point of the importance of the one individual to Him. He is
continuing on the topic of the child and He says | transverse the universe to come for the one. It is not
salvation globally, but salvation individually. A child is that important to Me, and My child, as in the one
who has received Me as Lord and Father, is that precious to Me that | would leave heaven and come to

earth for them:

(Matthew 18:11 NKJV) "For the Son of Man has come to save that which was lost.

(Matthew 18:12 NKJV) "What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them goes astray, does he not leave the
ninety-nine and go to the mountains to seek the one that is straying?

(Matthew 18:13 NKJV) "And if he should find it, assuredly, | say to you, he rejoices more over that sheep than over the ninety-nine
that did not go astray.

(Matthew 18:14 NKJV) "Even so it is not the will of your Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish.

In Context — Great in Kingdom — Treat Well / Do you want to be Great

Jesus is saying in this context, do you want to be great in the Kingdom, then treat the little children well,
and treat the person that has given their life to Me well, for they mean that much to Me, that | traveled the
universe for them. 1 left the throne, to come for them, I love them that much, individually, not generally, so
if you want to be great in the kingdom, treat them well.

So our outline for today’s study is:
Little Children and God’s Children
e Receive Them As: As God Himself (18:5)




e Stumble Them Not: To Cause Offense (18:6-10)
e See Them For: God’s Love for Them (18:11-14)

Receive Them As: As God Himself (18:5)

(Matthew 18:5 NKJV) "Whoever receives one little child like this in My name receives Me.

How did Jesus Receive — Gentleness & Love / Blessings to Children’s Church / Matt 25

How did Jesus receive this child? He received the child in gentleness and love. Kids were just drawn to
Jesus, because he was so drawing. He drew them with His love and gentleness. For those of you that
minister, receive these children in our Sunday School, Youth Group, or in various ministries in the
community, | pray multiple blessings upon your life for your ministry of love to them. | know the blessings
are assured, because Jesus says you are receiving Me when you receive them. When were you hungry,

when were you thirsty, naked, poor, when were you as a child............ when you did it to one of the least
of these, you did it on to Me. Sunday School workers post this on your mirror as you get ready to teach
that Sunday.

(Matthew 25:34 NKJV) "Then the King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world:

(Matthew 25:35 NKJV) ‘for | was hungry and you gave Me food; | was thirsty and you gave Me drink; | was a stranger and you took
Me in;

(Matthew 25:36 NKJV) 'l was naked and you clothed Me; | was sick and you visited Me; | was in prison and you came to Me.'
(Matthew 25:37 NKJV) "Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty
and give You drink?

(Matthew 25:38 NKJV) 'When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You?

(Matthew 25:39 NKJV) 'Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?'

(Matthew 25:40 NKJV) "And the King will answer and say to them, 'Assuredly, | say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the
least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.'

He Loves Them — Put them in Your Heart / Bobby Moffatt / No Applauses — Eternal Rewards

God loves kids, and He gives strong words about how He wants to protect them, and you can be sure His
providing for them is equally so, thus He has put it in your heart to do what you do. Again | pray a great
blessing upon you and your family for your labor of love, and know that we here appreciate what you do.
A number of years ago, a Scottish pastor stood before his congregation and resigned, saying, “In the past
two years, | have seen only one conversion in this congregation: wee Bobby Moffatt. With such little fruit, |
can no longer serve in this ministry.” And he walked away from the pulpit a broken man. Little did he know
that wee Bobby Moffatt grew up to be Robert Moffatt, the missionary who opened the entire continent of
Africa to the gospel of Jesus Christ. If you are teaching Sunday school right now, it's very possible that
you have a “wee Bobby Moffatt” in your class. If you work with kids, realize that Jesus places a very high
value on children. He says if you receive them, you receive Him. | am not sure if there is any greater
ministry than to give yourself to children. You won’t get applauses or rewards, but eternally things will be
seen.

Our Children’s Church — No Afterthought / Bad Theology - Anger Kindled against Hurt Them

Our Children’s Church will never be an after thought or what’s left over in the budget, we chose to invest
greatly in our kids, because they are worth it, and Jesus shows us the Biblical pattern, He loves the little
ones. Let me also add here a point about extreme 5 point Calvinist theology; one of their points is the
God predetermines, He predestines, who goes to heaven, and who goes to hell, and the person has no
say in the matter. They carry that theology out even further that even little babies the die at birth, die in
their mother wombs, die in the abortion clinic, or die before the age of accountability and understanding of
sin, that some of those children have been predestined by God to hell. Jesus is God, He is the expressed
image of God, and as | read this story, see His gentleness and love towards children, read verse 6 of His
anger kindled against any who would hurt a child, | just can’t agree with that kind of theology, | see it as a

contradiction to the heart of Jesus as we see in the Scriptures, and the Word itself.
(Matthew 18:6 NKJV) "But whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to sin, it would be better for him if a millstone
were hung around his neck, and he were drowned in the depth of the sea.

God loves the little ones, and gives strong word now on not to cause them to be stumbled....................



Notes on Children Predestined to Hell (Scriptures that counter that Belief):

e They believe only the children of 2 adults are saved if they had died prematurely. Some say if
one of the adults are saved; they will site (1 Cor 7) which speaks of a spouse and children being
sanctified by the believing spouse. Verse 16 counters that because God doesn'’t say they are
saved, but says that by the believer's witness, the spouse may get saved. Psalm 49:7 counters
that belief also because it says that no man can redeem his brother or give a ransom for them.
To say that children who die prematurely are predestined by God for hell because their parents
are not believers, is contrary to what is said in (Duet 24:16) that the fathers shall not be put to
death for the children’s offense, nor the children put to death for the fathers offense.

e The Scriptures seem to be constant that there is an age of reasoning (accountability) that a child
reaches an age where they can understand their sin and offense before the Holy God, and have
the mental capacity to repent or reject the witness of the Holy Spirit.

¢ Inthe Jewish barmitza, the father says Lord | am no longer accountable for this child he is
responsible to you, and the child would say Lord | am now responsible to you. So there was an
age at which they were now accountability for themselves before God. The barmitza was usually
around the age of 12

o In (Duet 1) God says that all the adults didn’t enter the Promised Land because of their unbelief,
but the children would because they did not have knowledge of good and evil (v39).

o King David’s son when he had died, David said | will see him in heaven. That child was the child
of an adulterous relationship that he had with Bathsheba.

e Jonah wanted God to destroy all of Nineveh, but God said that He wouldn’'t because their were
120,000 children in that city.

Stumble Them Not: To Cause Offense (18:6-10)
Now the call to not stumble a child, whether a wee one, or a child of God.

Stumble Part |

(Matthew 18:6 NKJV) "But whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to sin, it
would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were drowned in the
depth of the sea.

(Matthew 18:7 NKJV) "Woe to the world because of offenses! For offenses must come, but woe to
that man by whom the offense comes!

Offense — Stumble/Trip/Wrong Way
Offense means to stumble them, trip them up, to cause them to go the wrong way.

Donkey not Hand / Only Difference is Depth you Die At / Picture of Millstone

This is the donkey millstone, not the hand millstone. This is a large millstone, weighing in the hundreds of
pounds, and it would be attached to a wooden pole and rolled over the grain by a donkey. The hand
millstone is about 30-40 pounds, and obviously pushed over the grain by hand. Guess what, tie either
around your neck, and you still die in the same amount of time, maybe 3 minutes, the only difference is at
what depth you die in, 500 feet or 2000 feet!

Definite Impact — Jewish people not Seafaring People / No Drowning as Capital Punishment
Jesus says, “If you cause one of these little ones to question Me or to be thrown off course in their walk
with Me, it would be better for you to drown.” This would have made a definite impact on Jesus’ audience
because the Jewish people of that time had a genuine fear of the open ocean. Yes, they were fishermen,
but only on the Sea of Galilee. The Jews have never been a seafaring people. In fact, unlike other coastal
countries of their day, they refused to use drowning as capital punishment because of their fear of the
sea. Thus, Jesus was giving a very vivid and very real description of terror. “If you cause these little guys
to stumble,” He said, “you’re in grave danger.”

Jesus says Woe to You / Evolution forced on Them / Not Accident — Bought with Blood
Jesus is saying woe to you who are teaching evolution to these little ones, whether it is in the home, the
public schools, or the so-called “higher education’ campus’. Evolution is being forced on our kids in the



public schools. Evolution says you are here by chance, actually by accident; therefore you really have no
purpose in life. Compare that now to creation, a world created just for you, and a God who formed you in
your mother womb, who knows you by name, a God who has a plan and purpose for your life, a God who
came and traded places with you to bear your sin upon Himself, how a person would be worth His own
blood, and my how different life will be. You are not an accident, you are wonderfully made to be loved
by your Creator; woe to those who teach otherwise, and lead these little ones away from their Creator.
Psa 139:13 - 18 (NKJV) ®® For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother’'s womb. ** | will praise You, for | am
fearfully and wonderfully made; Marvelous are Your works, And that my soul knows very well. ** My frame was not hidden from You,
When | was made in secret, And skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. 1° Your eyes saw my substance, being yet
unformed. And in Your book they all were written, The days fashioned for me, When as yet there were none of them. * How
precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God! How great is the sum of them! 8 If | should count them, they would be more in
number than the sand; When | awake, | am still with You.

John 10:3 (NKJV) 3To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name and leads
them out.

Jer 29:11 (NKJV) *For | know the thoughts that | think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a
future and a hope.

Darwin

By the way, did you know that Darwin supported missionary work? The evolutionist leaves that part out.
Read his some of his entries in his journal, and you'll see him mention the missionaries he knew, and how
he admired their work. One missionary he ate with almost daily while he was on the ship that sailed to
the Galapagos Islands. His wife and children attended church without his objections

Abortion / Considers Life so Valuable send Only Son
What can be said about abortion? There have been over 40 million abortions in the USA since Roe

versus Wade. Life is so valuable that God would send His only begotten Son for life.
John 3:16 (NKJV) *For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have everlasting life.

God says — Better for Cement Shoes / God’s Anger is Kindled

God says better to be thrown in the water then to trip one of these kids up, for judgment is coming upon
them, the millstone was the earlier version of cement shoes. Oh yes, that is God anger towards those
that cause a child to stumble. Woe to you, you drug dealers on our high school and middle school
campus; woe to you, you child molesters; woe to you, you internet sites that allow the kids access to you
spew of garbage. Woe to you, | have custom made shoes for you...........................

Stumble Part 1l

Now Jesus goes on to speak of being sensitive to sin. We will look at it in 2 areas, Personal Holiness,
and Protecting Holiness, for Holiness is the heart of the Father. Sensitivity to sin is part of the heart of the
child, and to be great in the kingdom of God, one must become as a child.

Sensitivity to Sin
e 1)) Personal Holiness
e 2.) Protecting Holiness

(Matthew 18:7 NKJV) "Woe to the world because of offenses! For offenses must come, but woe to
that man by whom the offense comes!

(Matthew 18:8 NKJV) "If your hand or foot causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you. It is
better for you to enter into life lame or maimed, rather than having two hands or two feet, to be
cast into the everlasting fire.

(Matthew 18:9 NKJV) "And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you. It is
better for you to enter into life with one eye, rather than having two eyes, to be cast into hell fire.

Hell is Real / Mentioned 50
Verse 9 — cast into hell fire. Hell is real, contrary to what many may say to today. Jesus says hell,
because it is. The word Hell is mentioned 49 times in the Bible, Jesus used the word hell some 10 times,



and the various references to hell (sheol, gehenna, hades, and the abode), is used over hundred of time
(I counted 115). Hellis a real place.

Not Literal — Sermon on Mount is Spiritual

Cut your hand off, pluck your eye - Jesus doesn’'t mean this literally for He has shown us on the Sermon
on the Mount, that the spiritual things are what is in the heart (it not what you are doing externally but
what is in your heart — you might not murder but if you have hatred in your heart you are guilty before
Him. You might not commit adultery, but if you have lust in your heart), so therefore the spiritual things
can only be dealt with in the heart. You can cut your hand off and pluck your eye out, but you will still

have lust and hatred in your heart.

(Matthew 5:27 NKJV) "You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not commit adultery.'

(Matthew 5:28 NKJV) "But | say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his
heart.

(Matthew 5:29 NKJV) "If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you that one of
your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell.

(Matthew 5:30 NKJV) "And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you that
one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell.

1.) Personal Holiness
So first the subject of personal holiness.

Deal with it Violently / Can’t Let it hang Around / Deal with It — Before it Deals with You / It Time

In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus said what He says here, “If something you are doing causes offense,
deal violently with it. Get it away from you no matter what the price or how painful it may be.” We cannot
let sin hang around, we must deal violently with it, that is what Jesus is saying, deal with sin violently,
don’t say well it isn’'t really that bad. He says get aggressive, get violent, and crush it. Why, deal with it
violently before it deals with you violently. Christian, if you are allowing a habitual sin to hang around in
your life, today, “It is Time” (our chapter 17 study), it is time to deal with it, before it deals with you.

2.) Protecting Holiness

Context of Children

Jesus speaks again what He had spoken back on the Sermon on the Mount in reference to the sensitivity
of sin, but this time it is in the context of causing another to stumble. A huge application for us today as a
group of believers. God wants us not only to be living in personal holiness, but to be protecting the
holiness in other peoples lives also.

2 Woes / Cause Child to Stumble / If so — Deal Violently / Party — Sex — Woe to You

Verse 7 - The first “woe” is a lamentation, the second one is a condemnation. In other words, Jesus said,
“Problems in this world are inevitable. But if people are being derailed in their faith because of your
cynicism and unbelief, woe unto you.” And in our context of this study, of stumbling a child, if you are
doing anything that would cause a child to think since you do it, then it must be ok for them to do it, then
deal with it violently. In regards to another brother, woe to you who call that friend and say, come on lets
go party like we use to, or take a hit of this you'll love it. And, listen careful those having sex outside of
marriage, doesn’t matter if you are in love, or married in God’s eyes (so you think), what you are doing is
causing that other person to sin before the holy God. You are causing them to sin, and that is God’s

child, and He says “woe unto you”.
(Matthew 18:7 NKJV) "Woe to the world because of offenses! For offenses must come, but woe to that man by whom the offense
comes!

Also Want to Talk Christian Liberty / Context is Greatness in Kingdom / Sensitive to Others

But | also want to talk to you about causing another Christian to stumble with your liberty in Christ. Again,
the whole context of this chapter stems from verse 1, the disciples ask who is the greatest in the kingdom.
Jesus answers here in this chapter 18, do you want to be great in the kingdom, then do these things.
Have the heart of a child, a simplistic heart, have the heart of the Father, a holy heart, a heart that is
sensitive to sin, and sensitive to the needs of children, and in this case the children are God'’s kids, our



brothers and sisters. Do you want to be great Jesus would ask, then make sure that you don’t cause the

children to stumble.
(Matthew 18:1 NKJV) At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, "Who then is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?"

Heart of Child — Sensitive / Sorry — Most Christians not Sensitive of Others / My Freedom

Our last study was so vital, so important as we were challenged to have the heart of a child, to be sincere,
to be sensitive, and to be simple. We were challenged to be like a child and be sensitive. | am sorry to
say, that for many Christians, there is no sensitivity about causing another brother or sister to stumble, to
steer them off course, to cause them to go the wrong way. For many Christians and maybe that is you
today, your heart is such that as long as it isn’t sin, you don’t care what others think. You are exercising
your freedom in Christ to do so, and you feel the other person needs to get over it, or grow—up. Before
you get too comfortable in that position, let me take you back to the close of chapter 17.

Best Commentary / Jesus and Temple Tax

The best commentary on the Bible is the Bible, and the best example to follow in life, is the example that
Jesus set. Jesus gives a living example in the story of the coin in the mouth of the fish. They say hey
Jesus pay up to support the temple, which is ridiculous being that Jesus is the temple. But Jesus says,

so that we might not offend them, Peter go get you rod and reel.
(Matthew 17:27 NKJV) "Nevertheless, lest we offend them, go to the sea, cast in a hook, and take the fish that comes up first. And
when you have opened its mouth, you will find a piece of money; take that and give it to them for Me and you."

Jesus Demonstrates sensitive others Needs / Sincere People coming to Temple

Jesus Himself demonstrates for us, the sensitivity of causing others to stumble, of being sensitive about
others needs. Yes Jesus is the temple, but at that very moment the temple was still set-apart for the
people to come and make their sacrifices and offerings before the Lord for atonement of their sin.
Sincere people came there to meet with the Lord. Yes there were hypocrites making it their kingdom and
trying to elevate themselves, but there also were sincere people coming there to meet with God, their
were sincere priests there who were ministering on behalf of God; and for both, the temple tax was
needed to supply and maintain the temple and the priests who worked their. Jesus for their sake, paid
the temple tax, rather start a rebellion of all the other people says if Jesus doesn’t pay, neither shall I.

Do you Want to Be Great / Will you Lay it Aside for Sake of Brother

Do you want to be great in the kingdom, then are you willing to lay that thing aside, for the sake of your
brother, your church? | know it is your freedom in Christ to not, but for the sake of the kingdom, for the
sake of the brother or sister, are you willing. The whole heart of today’s message, the “Heart of the
Father”, for God was willing to lay it all down, for us; and now the request is coming back to us, will we be
willing to do the same.

IBC Root Beer / Short Time to Impact

My favorite soft drink is IBC Root beer, and IBC Creme Soda, oh it is the best soda, but unfortunately
they bottle them in what looks like beer bottles, and |, while leaving the Food Lion, want no one seeing
me unloading my cart into my car, think that I am buying alcohol. Is drinking a sin, no, but God has
spoken to me very specifically that others, especially our youth, will think it is ok for them to drink, since |
do. Do | have the liberty to drink a beer, absolutely, do | have the liberty to drink and IBC for sure, but
God spoke, | responded. Life is short, and every day | am running out of less time to impact this world,
and the impact | make, | want to be spiritual, | want to leave God’s mark on people.

1 Cor — Rom 14 / Meat offered to Idols / It is Just Meat — But not to All

In 15t Corinthians 8 and Romans 14, there was a situation that was causing a lot of problems in the
church. A lot of the pagan practices involved animal sacrifices. So a person would make an offering at
the pagan temple, and then the temple priest would take a portion for themselves, and then take the
remainder and sell to a butcher, who then would sell it to the public. Well there were a lot of new
believers who thought it not right to eat the meat that was first offered up at the pagan temple, and if they
found it was they wouldn’t eat it. But other believers, they knew it was just meat, and that their was one
God, and one God only, Jesus Christ, so offering the meat to a pagan god meant nothing, because that



false god didn’t really exist. Paul says to those Christians who knew that it wasn’t sin, and didn’t means

nothing, hey as true as this may be, for the sake of love, don’t exercise your liberty.

1 Cor 8:1 - 9:1 (NKJV) *Now concerning things offered to idols: We know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge puffs up, but love
edifies. 2And if anyone thinks that he knows anything, he knows nothing yet as he ought to know. ®But if anyone loves God, this
one is known by Him. “Therefore concerning the eating of things offered to idols, we know that an idol is nothing in the world, and
that there is no other God but one. °For even if there are so-called gods, whether in heaven or on earth (as there are many gods
and many lords), ®yet for us there is one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we for Him; and one Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom are all things, and through whom we live. "THowever, there is not in everyone that knowledge; for some, with
consciousness of the idol, until now eat it as a thing offered to an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. ®But food does
not commend us to God; for neither if we eat are we the better, nor if we do not eat are we the worse. °But beware lest somehow
this liberty of yours become a stumbling block to those who are weak. °For if anyone sees you who have knowledge eating in
an idol’s temple, will not the conscience of him who is weak be emboldened to eat those things offered to idols? And because of
your knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died? 2But when you thus sin against the brethren, and wound their
weak conscience, you sin against Christ. *Therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, | will never again eat meat, lest |
make my brother stumble. Am | not an apostle? Am I not free? Have | not seen Jesus Christ our Lord? Are you not my work in
the Lord?

Paul says if our liberty causes another to sin, then we ourselves then are in sin, and have sinned against
Christ.

Rom 14:1 - 15:1 (NKJV) *Receive one who is weak in the faith, but not to disputes over doubtful things. 2For one believes he may
eat all things, but he who is weak eats only vegetables. *Let not him who eats despise him who does not eat, and let not him who
does not eat judge him who eats; for God has received him. “Who are you to judge another’s servant? To his own master he stands
or falls. Indeed, he will be made to stand, for God is able to make him stand. ®*One person esteems one day above another; another
esteems every day alike. Let each be fully convinced in his own mind. ®He who observes the day, observes it to the Lord; and he
who does not observe the day, to the Lord he does not observe it. He who eats, eats to the Lord, for he gives God thanks; and he
who does not eat, to the Lord he does not eat, and gives God thanks. “For none of us lives to himself, and no one dies to himself.
8For if we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. Therefore, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s. °For to this
end Christ died and rose and lived again, that He might be Lord of both the dead and the living. °But why do you judge your
brother? Or why do you show contempt for your brother? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. *For it is written:

“As | live, says the LORD, Every knee shall bow to Me,  And every tongue shall confess to God.” *2So then each of us shall
give account of himself to God. **Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather resolve this, not to put a
stumbling block or a cause to fall in our brother’s way. | know and am convinced by the Lord Jesus that there is nothing
unclean of itself; but to him who considers anything to be unclean, to him it is unclean. ®Yet if your brother is grieved
because of your food, you are no longer walking in love. Do not destroy with your food the one for whom Christ died.
6Therefore do not let your good be spoken of as evil; 'for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. ®For he who serves Christ in these things is acceptable to God and approved by men. *Therefore
let us pursue the things which make for peace and the things by which one may edify another. ?*Do not destroy the work of
God for the sake of food. All things indeed are pure, but it is evil for the man who eats with offense. 2!It is good neither to eat meat
nor drink wine nor do anything by which your brother stumbles or is offended or is made weak. ??Do you have faith? Have it to
yourself before God. Happy is he who does not condemn himself in what he approves. *But he who doubts is condemned if he
eats, because he does not eat from faith; for whatever is not from faith is sin. *We then who are strong ought to bear with the
scruples of the weak, and not to please ourselves.

Want to be Great / No Example / Examine - Hear

Do you want to be great in the kingdom, then for the sake of that weaker brother or sister are you willing
to leave that thing, whatever it may be, for their sake. | am purposely not giving examples, because | do
not want you to be distracted from the point | am making. | pray that you will examine yourself today and
say, Lord is there anything in my life that could cause another to stumble. | pray also that should you
ever be approached by someone who “in love” says beloved, you may not realize this, but what you are
doing is causing me and/or to stumble.

If Sin Matthew 5 &18/ Situation in Church

Now if it is clearly sin, as spelled out in the Scriptures it needs to be dealt with in accordance to the
principles of Matthew 5 and18. However there are situations that arise here in the church, that something
a person is doing may be causing another to stumble that falls in that grey area, or is not really sin at all, it
is meat offered to an idol. If we see it here in the church, here is how we choose to handle it here among
our family. We will say, brother/sister, here is the situation, there is something you are doing (knowing or
unknowingly), and we see that it is or could cause a person or persons to stumble. We don’t see this as
sin, we recognize you have your Christian liberty to do what you are doing, but for the sake of the other
brother or sister, would you be willing to lay down your liberty for the sake of that person. It will be your
choice, but | can tell you this that whoever will sacrifice for the sake of unity, for the sake of building the



kingdom, will always receive a blessing from the Lord. He will say, oh now that is greatness in the
kingdom.

(Matthew 5:23 NKJV) "Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you,
(Matthew 5:24 NKJV) "leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come
and offer your gift.

(Matthew 18:15 NKJV) "Moreover if your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between you and him alone. If he hears
you, you have gained your brother.

Someone Else does the Approaching / Satan at Work / Before do — Prayer / Compassion

Now someone may approach you personally and say the same, or you may be the one who is
approaching someone. Let me say this, before you go you need to be sure that you are going in love.
And, as we know the appeal can turn confrontational, Satan can work in those situations, you may come
across as legalistic and unloving. | will say to you, ask you, before you do so, how much time have you
spent on your knees praying for that person. If you think it is so bad, are you moved with compassion
about how it is affecting them. Prayer will give you compassion for that person, and you can come to
them in love. If you can’t pray for them, then you are just a complainer.

Not Despising
You have to make sure that you are not doing it because you despise them. Sad to say how prevalent
that is in the church today, verse 10.

(Matthew 18:10 NKJV) "Take heed that you do not despise one of these little ones, for | say to you
that in heaven their angels always see the face of My Father who is in heaven.

Guardian Angels / Camden as baby

This verse supports that we have guardian angels. | really believe that kids can kids see these angels.
When Camden was a wee baby he use to stare at blank ceiling and just smile. | would ask him, do you
see angles. Interestingly, the older he got, the less he did it, and now at the age of 1 | can’t remember

the last time he did it.

Parents we can Let Go
Parents, we can let them go, we can rest at night that God is protecting our kids.

Angels see Face of Father

But on the subject of those that offend a child, and one of God’s children, it says here the angels see the
face of the Father in Heaven. | take that as the face of God gets angered, offended when someone is
hurting and offending one of His little ones, and the angel sees the Father's face, and know He is not
pleased, and it is time to get into action.

See Them For: God’s Love for Them (18:11-14)
Now God says for us to see them, for the love that He has for them, so that we might see their worth
before them.

(Matthew 18:11 NKJV) "For the Son of Man has come to save that which was lost.

(Matthew 18:12 NKJV) "What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them goes
astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine and go to the mountains to seek the one that is straying?
(Matthew 18:13 NKJV) "And if he should find it, assuredly, | say to you, he rejoices more over that
sheep than over the ninety-nine that did not go astray.

(Matthew 18:14 NKJV) "Even so it is not the will of your Father who is in heaven that one of these
little ones should perish.

Analogy Provides Insight / Unconditional Love / Not Dumb Sheep — Love Independent of Obedienc
This analogy provides some interesting insights into our Lord. First, it tells me that His love is absolutely
unconditional. Notice that although the lost sheep was one who had strayed, the shepherd didn’t say,
“That dumb sheep was off wandering where he shouldn’t be. Why wasn’t he with the rest of the flock?
Well, maybe he’ll learn a lesson out there.” No, his love was independent of the obedience of the sheep.



Whether Straying or Staying — 15 - Unconditional / Why Stay — Wolves and Poison

So, too, whether you are staying or straying, God’s love for you is absolutely unconditional. Then why not
stray? Because there are problems out there: wolves, poisonous weeds, and all kinds of dangers that
could bruise and break us. Slowly but surely, we’re learning that it's safest to stay close to the Shepherd.

2"d - Loveis Individual / Crossed Universe for You

Second, His love is individual. He loves each of us as if there were only one of us. | tend to think, “Lord,
You have millions and millions of sheep. Billy’s always talking to You and working on the next crusade. Or
that prayer warrior was up at four o’clock in the morning talking with You daily. And then there’s me—the
dumb sheep who’s strayed.” But I'm beginning to understand that the Lord sees people individually. He
would have sent His prophets and apostles and recorded the Scriptures just for me. He would have sent
His Son just for me. He would have died just for me.

39 - His Love is Emotional / Doesn’t Rebuke — but Rejoices

Finally, His love is emotional. When He finds the wandering, straying sheep, what does He do? Does He
rebuke him? Lecture him? Shake him? Skin him? No, the Word says He rejoices. When we wander away,
and the Lord comes after us and finds us, there follows an emotional outburst not of anger but of joy. He
gathers the straying sheep in His arms and rejoices greatly because He loves him deeply.

God loVeS YOU.....vvieiiiiiiiiiieea,



The Heart of a Brother (unity)
Matthew 18:15-35

The Outline of the Book of Matthew:
His Birth (Matthew 1-2)

His Life (Matthew 3-15)

His Death (Matthew 16-27)
His Resurrection (Matthew 28)

Theme of the Book of Matthew:

Matthew is primarily written to the Jewish people, so this book has a Jewish flavor to it. From the
beginning we see its Jewish flavor as these genealogies prove that Jesus has the right to the throne of
King David. If | was to give the Book of Matthew a title, it would be “The King has Come”, for the book

emphasizes the kingship of Jesus Christ, and thus is the theme of this book:
(Matthew 27:11 NKJV) Now Jesus stood before the governor. And the governor asked Him, saying, "Are You the King of the
Jews?" So Jesus said to him, "It is as you say."

March towards the Cross / King of Kings

We are on the march towards the cross now in this section, and we will be studying over the weeks to
come, Jesus equipping the disciples to carry the gospel forward, and then we will get to the death and
resurrection of the King. This gospel although coming first to the Jews, will go to all the world, thus why
Jesus is the King of Kings. That is one of the errors Pilate made when he fixed the sign above Jesus’
cross, calling Him the “King of the Jews”, for truly the sign should have read, “The King of Kings”. In our
passage today and the next few weeks, the King will tell us who is the greatest in His Kingdom.

Chp 17 Shine Miraculously / Chp 18 — Speak Practically / Heart Matters & Family Matters

In chapter 17, the disciples saw Jesus shine miraculously with kingdom light. Here in chapter 18, they will
hear Him speak practically about kingdom life. We go from showing Kingdom Light, to teaching Kingdom
Life. Kingdom Life is no easy stuff, we will be challenged in the weeks to come, but those who will
respond to this challenge, will find themselves walking in a whole new light, a whole new life, and a whole
new love, for these are the things of the Kingdom of God. | pray that you have come here today to be
changed, that you will be open to change, that you desire to be great in the Kingdom, because your heart
desire is to be pleasing to your King. As we had studied last week, these are heart matters, and these
are family matters, thus the outline for chapter 18:

Outline
Outline for the “Greatest in the Kingdom”
The Greatest in the Kingdom has:
e The Heart of a Child (simplicity) — Matthew 18:2-4
e The Heart of the Father (holiness) — Matthew 18:5-14
e The Heart of a Brother (unity) — Matthew 18:15-35

The Heart of a Child (simplicity) — Matthew 18:2-4

To recap the study on the “Heart of a Child (simplicity). Jesus said we were to be converted and become
as little children. We broke down what a child is; they are “sincere”, as they are what they are, they are
open and naked for all to read, and we talked of how that is what the Lord wants of us, to just be open
before Him and man, not trying to cover our faults, but to be open and honest, and how if we do that He
can then work those faults and weakness out of us. Secondly, that children are “sensitive”, they are
sensitive to pleasing their parents. We talked of how important it is for us to be sensitive before our
Father, to be sensitive to offending Him, and to offending others. That plays greatly into today’s study.
Thirdly, children are simple. We talked of how God wants us to just keep it simple, to keep our walk with
Him simple, and to overcomplicate our life, rather just enjoy and soak up our fellowship and love with the
Father;




Become as Little Children:
o Kids are Sincere,
o Kids are Sensitive
o Kids are Simple

The Heart of the Father (holiness) — Matthew 18:5-14
To recap the “Heart of the Father”, we saw how we are to receive the little children and all of God’s
children’s as if we are receiving Jesus Himself. We are not to cause a brother or sister, or little child to
stumble because of our sin or personal liberties. And we are to see all the children, God’s and little ones
as God does, and that is so precious that God would leave the throne of heaven to come for the one, if if
that one was the only one.
Little Children and God’s Children

e Receive Them As: As God Himself (18:5)

e Stumble Them Not: To Cause Offense (18:6-10)

e See Them For: God’s Love for Them (18:11-14)

The Heart of a Brother (unity) — Matthew 18:15-35

Heart of Brother / baby in Family / Football - Jace

Now in our study before us today, we look at the “Heart of a Brother(as we look at correction and
forgiveness), and that is a heart that is always looking out for the brother. | am the baby of the family, and
| can remember how no one was allowed to mess with me, except my brother. He could do what he
wanted as a big brother, but no one was ever allowed to pick or touch me. | remember once around the
age of twelve or thirteen, | was being totally obnoxious with one of the older kids as we played football,
and that older kid was my brother’s best friend. Well, enough was enough, and this kids threw me to the
ground, started roughing me up, and | reach over and grabbed a rock and threw it off his lip, blood started
to flow, and | knew | was dead. But just before his wrath was unleashed upon me, | hear this growl
coming from behind, and a force | thought was a pack of wild dogs coming out of nowhere, pouncing on
that kid. It was my brother, and that boy retreated quickly. He knew the my brother protecting me was no
match for him. If it was another fight over something else like a girl or something, it would have been
close, but not in a fight over me. It was my brother’s best friend, | deserved the whopping, but it was
brother for brother.

Virginia / Live — Play - Bleed

| can remember several years later, we were in our early 20’s, it was before | knew the Lord, and we were
at a party and it was late in the evening, and the liquid courage was flowing amongst some of the other
young men there. | was in another room and someone came to get me and said you need to get in the
kitchen. When | got in there, there were a handful of guys surrounding my brother, it seems there were a
couple who were jealous of my brother because their girlfriends were showing him some attention (which
| could never quite understand considering | am the better looking of us — but anyhoo). There was no
thought, nothing to ponder, this was family, and | stepped into the circle next to my brother. Now it is 5
against 2, and it would have been ugly all around, and | think myself fortunate to leave with only a few
broken teeth and bones. But this is family, you live together, you play together, and if need be you bleed
together, because this is family. Five against two was just enough odds for them to say we will meet
again at another time.

Williams Kids

How sweet it was this week, we had the Williams children for a few hours Thursday as Bethany was in for
surgery. We were at the feeding center, then an outreach at the park (100 some strangers around us),
and it was so warming to watch how they always looked out for each other. The 10 year olds were
always keeping an eye on the 2 year old, coming and picking her up to carry her somewhere, or just to
hold her. | don’t think you can teach that, | think that is just something that happens in a family, they look
out for each other.



Great in Kingdom — Looks out for Family
These things we are studying in this chapter are matters of the heart, and they are family matters. Jesus
says if you want to be great in the Kingdom, then look out for the family, and take care of the family.

Passion for — Not Against / Grow — Protect — Stand beside / Misunderstood / Love Enough

As a family of God we need to have a passion for each other, not against each other. | want to see you
grow, | want to protect you, | want to stand with you. This passage of Scripture so often misunderstood
(legalism, judgmentally, self-righteousness), afraid to be applied because it is the passage on Church
discipline. It is the passage of confrontation and correction, and that it is. But this is the passage of
passion, this is a passage of brother/sister | love you, and | want to protect you and see you do well in the
Lord. | want to protect you from yourself (when you are doing something sinful), and | want to protect you
from the world when you are outnumbered by the world, the evil one, and you are about to be taken
down. | love you enough to come and tell you it is sin. | love you enough to forgive and forget your sin
when it is against me. | do this because of my great love and passion for you. By these two | will do all |
can to keep unity in the family, and to protect the whole family

Outline: The Heart of a Brother (unity) — Matthew 18:15-35
e Loves Enough to call it Sin (18:15-20)
e Loves Enough to Forgive their Sin (18:21-35)

So let’s read our text, and continue our study of being great in the Kingdom of God:

(Matthew 18:15 NKJV) "Moreover if your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault
between you and him alone. If he hears you, you have gained your brother.

(Matthew 18:16 NKJV) "But if he will not hear, take with you one or two more, that 'by the mouth
of two or three witnesses every word may be established.'

(Matthew 18:17 NKJV) "And if he refuses to hear them, tell it to the church. But if he refuses even
to hear the church, let him be to you like a heathen and a tax collector.

(Matthew 18:18 NKJV) "Assuredly, | say to you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.

(Matthew 18:19 NKJV) "Again | say to you that if two of you agree on earth concerning anything
that they ask, it will be done for them by My Father in heaven.

(Matthew 18:20 NKJV) "For where two or three are gathered together in My name, | am there in the
midst of them."

Loves Enough to call it Sin (18:15-20)

Jesus on the subject of being great in the Kingdom says if you want to be great in the Kingdom, then
protect your brother from sin when he is in it, go to him to help him correct his errant ways. This discipline
is for the sake of the brother, to grow him in the ways of the Lord, and to protect him from wages of sin.

Humility & Honesty / Doctor notices Lumps

The first aspect of kingdom life is humility (heart of child). The second is honesty. If | say | love you, but
don’t talk with you in honesty when you trespass against me because I'm afraid you won't like me, my
love is not real. That would be like a doctor who notices a lump on your body but doesn’t want to hurt your
feelings by telling you that you need surgery. Love without truth is hypocrisy. But truth without love is
brutality. If | speak the truth without love, | leave folks bruised, bloodied, and beaten.

Eph 4:15 Truth on Love / Not Punishment — but Reconciliation/Restore / Corinth / Strong Stances
The key is to speak the truth in love (Ephesians 4:15). If there’s a trespass, a problem, or a difficulty
between us, love requires me to lovingly speak to you about it personally. If you won't listen to what | say
about the sin or the trespass, | am to come to you again, bringing one or two witnesses with me. If you
won't hear them, | am to go to the church. And if you won’t listen to the church, you are to be treated as
an outcast. Why? It's not for punishment, but for reconciliation. It's not punitive, but restorative. In chapter
5 of Paul’s first Epistle to the Corinthians, he gives the account of a man who, although he was living with
his stepmother in immorality, refused to take correction. Paul told the church at Corinth to turn him over to
Satan that his flesh might be destroyed but his spirit saved. In other words, “Let him live in the world for a
while until he gets so sick of it that his flesh will be destroyed. Then, hopefully he’ll come around again



and be saved.” And that's exactly what happened. He did indeed turn from his sin and return to the
Church (2 Corinthians 7:11, 12). Why? Because the church took a strong stand and said, “This can’t go

on.”
Eph 4:15 (NKJV) ®but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ—

1 Cor 5:1 - 5 (NKJV) It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and such sexual immorality as is not

even named among the Gentiles—that a man has his father’s wife! ?And you are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he
who has done this deed might be taken away from among you. 3For | indeed, as absent in body but present in spirit, have already
judged (as though | were present) him who has so done this deed. “In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when you are gathered

together, along with my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, ®deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the flesh,
that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.

2 Cor 7:10 - 12 (NKJV) °For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation, not to be regretted; but the sorrow of the world
produces death. 'For observe this very thing, that you sorrowed in a godly manner: What diligence it produced in you, what
clearing of yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what vehement desire, what zeal, what vindication! In all things you proved
yourselves to be clear in this matter. *Therefore, although | wrote to you, | did not do it for the sake of him who had done the
wrong, nor for the sake of him who suffered wrong, but that our care for you in the sight of God might appear to you.

(Matthew 18:15 NKJV) "Moreover if your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault
between you and him alone. If he hears you, you have gained your brother.

Biblical Sin / Not Just because Not Invited to Movies

Here is how this is to be done practically. First the sin must be a biblical sin, one that can be identified in
the Scriptures, not just the upset you because they didn't invite you to the movies with the rest of the guys
or something like that.

Alone / Keep Silent — Not Gossip / Defense Mechanism

Notice the word “alone” here; that means “alone”. That alone would include the period of time that
transpires between their offense against you, and you going to them. We are to keep it alone, keep it
between the two of you, so that you might gain a brother. The problem with man is that we have the
tendency to want to tell others first, to vent, to....... rip and tear. Well, let that word get back to the
brother, and 9 times out of 10 the defense mechanism kicks in, the gossiping back and forth transpire,
and the chance of friends, let alone brothers is just about all but destroyed. Jesus says you go alone.

If Come Person Comes to You — Verse 15 First

If a person comes to you and says hey, so-and-so did this too me, then your response should be, “are we
on verse 16, have you carried out verse 15? If not, then you need to go back one verse brother. If a
person doesn’t want to do verse 15, then they need to remain silent until they are. Anything before verse
15 is just pure gossip, and we are not to entertain it.

(Matthew 18:16 NKJV) "But if he will not hear, take with you one or two more, that 'by the mouth
of two or three witnesses every word may be established.'

About Restoration — Not Winning / Personal Approach — Calms Situation

Now the point here is about restoration, it is not about winning the argument. | believe the best approach
to this is that when we go grab that witness or two that we don't try to sway their opinion by telling them
all our details and perspective, but rather we should just say we are at Matthew 18:16, and will you come.
Imagine if you do that, and when that person is approached, and they are told alright I've told them
nothing, they are this for the first time themselves, | think the person comes down a notch or two in their
defense mechanism/pride/ego because they don't feel you have been gossiping about them, and telling
everyone in the world. If they are truly open for repentance and what is best for spiritual growth, they will
know this can be fixed and ended right there. Just maybe though, you may be wrong, you missed
something of the story, and you will be glad you handled it the way you did. If you are one of the

witnesses, Proverbs says:
Prov 18:13 (NKJV) ¥ He who answers a matter before he hears it, It is folly and shame to him.

Prov 18:17 (NKJV) ¥  The first one to plead his cause seems right,  Until his neighbor comes and examines him.



(Matthew 18:17 NKJV) "And if he refuses to hear them, tell it to the church. But if he refuses even
to hear the church, let him be to you like a heathen and a tax collector.

About Restoration — Not Winning / Pastor First / Several Years Ago

Now the point here is about restoration, it is not about winning the argument. If he refuses to hear and
repent, then it needs to be elevated to the church. 1 think it should be brought to the Pastor and let him
deal with the person as he sees best for that person and the sake of the flock. God’s discipline is always
for correcting and restoration, not destruction. For whom the Lord loves He chastens. But there are
those times that someone needs to be brought before the whole church, for his chastening, and for the
protection of the church. | remember several years back | figured out a brother was hitting person to
person up for drug money, after he got me twice | figured it out. He denied it, brought a witness, he
admitted it, and we told him plainly that if he does it again we will bring him before the church. We can'’t
allow you to spin a lie to get your drugs and keep destroying yourself, but the drugs he was doing were
dangerous (crack) and we need to protect the flock. Some people prey on churches; they go from church

to church and take advantage of the good hearts of the people of God.

Heb 12:6 - 11 (NKJV) ¢ For whom the LORD loves He chastens,  And scourges every son whom He receives.” ’If you endure
chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom a father does not chasten? ®But if you are without
chastening, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate and not sons. °Furthermore, we have had human fathers
who corrected us, and we paid them respect. Shall we not much more readily be in subjection to the Father of spirits and live? °For
they indeed for a few days chastened us as seemed best to them, but He for our profit, that we may be partakers of His holiness.
Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but painful; nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of
righteousness to those who have been trained by it.

If Won’t — Turn them Over / How Treat a Tax Collector — Lost & Love / Keep Not Company

Verse 17 - But if he refuses even to hear the church, let him be to you like a heathen and a tax collector.-
If they won't repent, we are to turn them over to Satan as Paul says, and then treat them as a tax
collector and heathen. How are we supposed to treat a heathen and a tax collector? As if they are not
saved. What is our calling for the lost? To love them and lead them to Christ. So we are not to cast
them off, but to love them and try to win them to Christ; while at the same time not allowing ourselves to
be tainted by their sinful ways. Sorry, I/we can'’t fellowship like we use to until you repent. | can’t allow
you in my home, around my kids and family, and just act like what you are doing is alright, it isn’t and you

need to repent. If | allow that, then | am giving them approval of their lifestyle.

2 Thess 3:6 - 9 (NKJV) ®But we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you withdraw from every brother
who walks disorderly and not according to the tradition which he received from us. For you yourselves know how you ought to
follow us, for we were not disorderly among you; ®nor did we eat anyone’s bread free of charge, but worked with labor and toil night
and day, that we might not be a burden to any of you, °not because we do not have authority, but to make ourselves an example of
how you should follow us.

2 Thess 3:14 - 15 (NKJV) *And if anyone does not obey our word in this epistle, note that person and do not keep company with
him, that he may be ashamed. *Yet do not count him as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.

(Matthew 18:18 NKJV) "Assuredly, | say to you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.

(Matthew 18:19 NKJV) "Again | say to you that if two of you agree on earth concerning anything
that they ask, it will be done for them by My Father in heaven.

(Matthew 18:20 NKJV) "For where two or three are gathered together in My name, | am there in the
midst of them."

Confirming what Said in Word / Bind & Loosen / Call it Sin — Restore Repentant

We are confirming what has already been said by the Word of God. What we bind is certain; there is no
negotiation of it. But when repentance is sought, then forgiveness is to be given, and the brother is
restored

Paul Signs Off
Paul signs off in (1 Corinthians 16:23-24), The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. My love be

with you all in Christ Jesus. Amen.
1 Cor 16:23 - 24 (NKJV) ?*The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 2*My love be with you all in Christ Jesus. Amen.




Those Say that not Love / Open Rebuke Better — Can’t Ignore / Done in Love

There could have been those in Corinth who said, ‘If you care so much about us, Paul, why did you point
out our carnality and rebuke us for our immorality? Why were you so rough on us?’ Yet, under the
inspiration of the Spirit, Paul simply says, ‘| do love you.” Because open rebuke is better than secret love
(Proverbs 27:5), the rebukes and exhortations which come our way should be embraced as friends. It's
much more comfortable for me to ignore a prickly situation or issue. But that’s not love. Love says, ‘| care
more about your excelling and your succeeding than about what you think of me. If you think I'm not a
nice guy, that's OK if what I'm saying will provoke you to love and to good works, to think through what
you're doing and perhaps repent from the direction you’re heading.’ Faithful are the wounds of a friend

(Proverbs 27:6). But make sure your correction is done in love ...
Prov 27:5 - 6 (NKJV) ® Open rebuke is better ~ Than love carefully concealed. ¢  Faithful are the wounds of a friend,  But the
kisses of an enemy are deceitful.

Last Supper —Jesus Washed Feet / Only Right to Give Correction — If Wash Feet / Rem Silent

As the disciples sat at the Last Supper, under the table were 24 dirty, stinking feet. To remedy the
situation, Jesus didn’t give a lecture on foot washing. No, He girded Himself with a towel and washed feet
Himself (John 13:4-5). | have the right and responsibility to give admonition, exhortation, and correction;
to openly rebuke and wound if necessary only if | am willing to wash the feet of the people with whom |
deal. If I'm not willing to walk with them through their difficulty, stand by them in their trouble, kneel with
them in prayer, it would be wiser for me to keep silent. As a brother sometimes we live together, play
together, and sometimes we have to bleed together. Paul was one who had the right to correct,
admonish, and rebuke the Corinthian Christians because he worked with his hands to support himself,
put up with their insults and risked his life to be with them. Thus, it was truly from his heart that Paul said
to the church at Corinth, ‘My love be with you all in Christ Jesus.'

Jesus is the Shinkenah Glory / What Jesus wants to Establish in Church Family

Verse 20 - "For where two or three are gathered together in My name, | am there in the midst of them." —
In the Talmud the rabbis taught that where two or three were gathered and spoke the Law (the Torah)
that the “Shikinah Glory of God” was in your midst. Jesus changes that and says where two or three are
gathered and in agreement with the word (Jesus is the Word) then there | am, and | am the Shikinah
Glory. This is what the Lord is desiring to establish here in this passage, and that is that we can all
together, as a family, dwell in His glory, experience, enjoy it, radiate it and emanate it unto our family and
world around us, and that glory is revealed when we are in unity together, walking together, in one
together.

Loves Enough to Forgive their Sin (18:21-35)

(Matthew 18:21 NKJV) Then Peter came to Him and said, "Lord, how often shall my brother sin
against me, and | forgive him? Up to seven times?"

(Matthew 18:22 NKJV) Jesus said to him, "l do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to
seventy times seven.

Humility — Honesty — Forgiveness / Rabbis Taught / Peter think Doing Well

In kingdom life, there is humility, honesty, and finally, forgiveness. The rabbis taught that one who had
been wronged was to forgive the perpetrator two or perhaps three times at the most and then after that no
more. So Peter felt noble and generous in asking, “Should | forgive him seven times?”

Lose Count / Also Saying — We will Continually Offend
Jesus makes the point that you are to forgive so much and so often that you can’t even keep count of it.
If you think this through, Jesus is also saying then that we will constantly be offending each other. When

we see Him, we will be like Him, but until then, we will only be glimpses of Him.

1 John 3:2 - 3 (NKJV) ?Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that
when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. *And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself,
just as He is pure.




Poem
Why do some of God’s children have such a difficult time getting along with each other? A poem | heard
states the problem perfectly:

To live above, with saints we love

Will certainly be glory.

To live below, with saints we know—

Well, that's another story!

Small Church — Big Church

Here is the blessing and curse of a small church; and that is in a small church you are pretty much forced
to learn how to fellowship with people that don’t share all your personal opinions or beliefs. Here’s what
happens in a large church, a person goes into a church of 1000 and it doesn’t take long for him to find a
dozen guys who like to golf, especially if the church has a golf fellowship every month (same if it was
quilting, sewing, surfing, etc). So every time a person comes to church that is who they gravitate to. |
don’t know if it is so much a click but just people gravitating to each other. The problem is they are rarely
challenged, because they have common opinions and beliefs.

When the Service is over they gather into their groups and the “once saved always saved” group gets
together and says, now | thought the message really summed up the eternal security issue, the pastor all
but came out and said he was Calvinist. Then the group across the sanctuary says, wow | think that
message really hit home about mans need to decide for himself eternal life, the pastor all but said he is
an Armenian. The Missionary group gets together and says man | am fired up about evangelism, let's
pray now for the lost. Then you have the one group that meets by the doors, and they say ok guys we
only 10 minutes before the Baptist Church gets out, so is it Bob Evans or IHOP?

Rarely Challenged / Increase to Offend

They rarely are challenged because the people they hang with are just like them: But here in a small
church a person is much more likely to be challenged by opposite opinions and personalities. Thus
comes the increase of being offended or offending someone.

(Matthew 18:23 NKJV) "Therefore the kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who wanted to
settle accounts with his servants.

(Matthew 18:24 NKJV) "And when he had begun to settle accounts, one was brought to him who
owed him ten thousand talents.

(Matthew 18:25 NKJV) "But as he was not able to pay, his master commanded that he be sold,
with his wife and children and all that he had, and that payment be made.

(Matthew 18:26 NKJV) "The servant therefore fell down before him, saying, '"Master, have patience
with me, and | will pay you all.'

(Matthew 18:27 NKJV) "Then the master of that servant was moved with compassion, released
him, and forgave him the debt.

(Matthew 18:28 NKJV) "But that servant went out and found one of his fellow servants who owed
him a hundred denarii; and he laid hands on him and took him by the throat, saying, 'Pay me what
you owe!'

(Matthew 18:29 NKJV) "So his fellow servant fell down at his feet and begged him, saying, 'Have
patience with me