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Exodus 1 
Israel Enslaved in Egypt 

 
Paradise to Prison / Creation to Coffin  
In the book of Genesis we went form paradise to prison, as man would chose sin and break that perfect 
fellowship with God there in the garden.  Genesis would start with creation, and end with a coffin (the last 
verse in Genesis, the resultant of sin: 
(Genesis 1:1 NKJV)  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
 
(Genesis 50:26 NKJV)  So Joseph died, being one hundred and ten years old; and they embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in 
Egypt. 

 
1st Promise of Redemption / The Scarlet Thread 
As we studied through the book, we saw God’s first promise of Redemption there in 3:15, and thus we 
began to track the scarlet thread that runs through this whole Bible as it works it way to Jesus Christ our 
blessed hope: 
(Genesis 3:15 NKJV)  And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise 
your head, And you shall bruise His heel.” 
  
(John 1:29 NKJV)  The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin 
of the world! 

 
Exodus – Story of Redemption – The way Out / Lamb & Priesthood 
Now in Exodus we will see the focus of this put on “Redemption”, for Exodus means, “the way out”, and 
we will not only see God’s plan for providing a way out of the bondage of Egypt, but also we will see 
God’s plan for man’s way out of the bondage of sin and death, and how He will set His children at liberty 
from sin and death by the offering of Lamb (picture of Jesus), and the establishment of the priesthood 
(which Jesus will become our High Priest). 
 
Theme 
The theme of this book is God redeeming His children, He redeems Israel out of Egypt, calls them His 
people, gives the picture of Passover Lamb: 
(Exodus 6:6 NKJV)  “Therefore say to the children of Israel: ‘I am the LORD; I will bring you out from under the burdens of the 
Egyptians, I will rescue you from their bondage, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great judgments. 
(Exodus 6:7 NKJV)  ‘I will take you as My people, and I will be your God. Then you shall know that I am the LORD your God who 
brings you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. 
(Exodus 6:8 NKJV)  ‘And I will bring you into the land which I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; and I will give it to you as 
a heritage: I am the LORD.’” 
 
(Exodus 19:5 NKJV)  ‘Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to 
Me above all people; for all the earth is Mine. 
(Exodus 19:6 NKJV)  ‘And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words which you shall speak to 
the children of Israel.” 
 
(Exodus 12:13 NKJV)  ‘Now the blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass 
over you; and the plague shall not be on you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 

 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
Quick Timeline: 

• Adam and Eve in the Garden – 4000BC 

• The Flood – 2350BC 

• Abraham Dies – 2000BC 

• Isaac Dies – 1900BC 

• Joseph in Egypt – 1875BC 



• Jacob Dies – 1850BC 

• Joseph Dies – 1800BC 

• Moses Born – 1525BC 

• The Exodus – 1445BC 

• Birth of Jesus – 1BC / 1AD 
 
Written by Moses – Jesus said So 
The book of Exodus was written by Moses, Jesus said so, so that settles it: 
(Mark 12:26 NKJV)  “But concerning the dead, that they rise, have you not read in the book of Moses, in the burning bush passage, 
how God spoke to him, saying, ‘I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? 

 
(Exodus 1:1 NKJV)  Now these are the names of the children of Israel who came to Egypt; each 
man and his household came with Jacob: 
(Exodus 1:2 NKJV)  Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah; 
(Exodus 1:3 NKJV)  Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin; 
(Exodus 1:4 NKJV)  Dan, Naphtali, Gad, and Asher. 
(Exodus 1:5 NKJV)  All those who were descendants of Jacob were seventy persons (for Joseph 
was in Egypt already). 
(Exodus 1:6 NKJV)  And Joseph died, all his brothers, and all that generation. 
(Exodus 1:7 NKJV)  But the children of Israel were fruitful and increased abundantly, multiplied 
and grew exceedingly mighty; and the land was filled with them. 
(Exodus 1:8 NKJV)  Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. 
(Exodus 1:9 NKJV)  And he said to his people, “Look, the people of the children of Israel are more 
and mightier than we; 
(Exodus 1:10 NKJV)  “come, let us deal shrewdly with them, lest they multiply, and it happen, in 
the event of war, that they also join our enemies and fight against us, and so go up out of the 
land.” 
(Exodus 1:11 NKJV)  Therefore they set taskmasters over them to afflict them with their burdens. 
And they built for Pharaoh supply cities, Pithom and Raamses. 
(Exodus 1:12 NKJV)  But the more they afflicted them, the more they multiplied and grew. And 
they were in dread of the children of Israel. 
 
70 to 2 million / Double every 25 yrs 
The nation of Israel goes form 70 people to somewhere between 2-3 million people.  Numbers chapter 1 
tells us that when they left Egypt there were 600,000 men, so add woman and children and you are 
somewhere around 2-3 million.  The time we have just read covers 400 years, and mathematically they 
would only have to double every 25 years to achieve this number, and currently the USA doubles 
approximately every 25 years. 
(Numbers 1:45 NKJV)  So all who were numbered of the children of Israel, by their fathers’ houses, from twenty years old and 

above, all who were able to go to war in Israel; 
(Numbers 1:46 NKJV)  all who were numbered were six hundred and three thousand five hundred and fifty. 
(Numbers 1:47 NKJV)  But the Levites were not numbered among them by their fathers’ tribe; 

 
Gen 46 – God tells Abraham to Go 
Now I must remind you, even though Israel is thrown into slavery, it is important to remember, that God 
told Abraham to go to Egypt: 
(Genesis 46:2 NKJV)  Then God spoke to Israel in the visions of the night, and said, “Jacob, Jacob!” And he said, “Here I am.” 
(Genesis 46:3 NKJV)  So He said, “I am God, the God of your father; do not fear to go down to Egypt, for I will make of you a great 
nation there. 
(Genesis 46:4 NKJV)  “I will go down with you to Egypt, and I will also surely bring you up again; and Joseph will put his hand on 
your eyes.” 

 
2 Reason for Going 
So what was God’s reasoning for telling them to go, knowing that they would be enslaved.  2 reasons: 

• To Prepare them as a People for the Promised Land 

• To Prepare the Land for the Promised People 
 



 Famine / Grows Them / Feeds – Protects with Egyptian Army / Maintained National Identity 
To Prepare them as a People for the Promised Land: As we had studied in Genesis God preserves them 
through the famine, and then over the 400 year period God grows them as a nation, in a safe incubator if 
you would, for they are going to be fed in Egypt, and protected by the greatest army in the world at that 
time.  You see as Israel would have grown into a larger nation form the 70, nearby nations would have 
been taking note, and they would have said we need to deal with these people before they become a big 
problem, and maybe attack us.  What would have happened when they were attacked would be that they 
were killed, and than the survivors would have been dispersed abroad, sold into slavery all over the 
lands.  Israel was too small to defend itself, they could not have held their own against the surrounding 
nations at that time.  Egypt noticed them growing, but by enslaving them within Egypt, they maintained 
Israel’s national identity; they preserved them as a people. 
 
See it Today – America / America Blessed Because of It / Ezekiel 38-39 
You know we still see this today, as God uses other nations to preserve and protect an outnumbered and 
outgunned Israel.  Israel has no greater friend than the USA as we supply them militarily and financially.  I 
believe this is part of the reason that God has not passed judgment on the USA for our disobedience to 
the Word of God.  But there will be a day (Ezekiel 38-39) when Israel will stand all alone, and God will 
intervene on the attack from Russia and Iran, and all of Israel will know that the Lord is God. 
 
Genesis 15 / Iniquity of Amorites / How Could God of Love – Israel an Instrument / Rabid Dog 
To Prepare the Land for the Promised People – Back in Genesis 15 God promise Abraham that He will 
make him a great nation and give him a land, but not until the iniquity if the Amorites is full.  God gives the 
Amorites 400 year to repent of their wickedness.  The patience and mercy of God is amazing, but His 
mercy has a limit.  This is important to know because the question is often asked how could a God of love 
not only allow all that killing, but command it.  When Israel comes into the land, they will be an instrument 
of God’s judgment against a wicked people.  Truly, God in His mercy is bringing an end to these vile 
people, for if they were left to continue, they would have spread their disease to all the lands.  It is like a 
rabid dog, if left to roam the streets, no child or person is safe.  Rabies turns a dog mad, and it must be 
put down or else it will spread its disease to all that it bites.  The Amorites sacrificed their children, 
tortured their enemies in ways we can’t talk about in this setting, and they practiced strange sexual 
behavior as part of their worship to foreign gods. 
(Genesis 15:13 NKJV)  Then He said to Abram: “Know certainly that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, 
and will serve them, and they will afflict them four hundred years. 
(Genesis 15:14 NKJV)  “And also the nation whom they serve I will judge; afterward they shall come out with great possessions. 
(Genesis 15:15 NKJV)  “Now as for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried at a good old age. 
(Genesis 15:16 NKJV)  “But in the fourth generation they shall return here, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.” 

 
400yrs to Repent / America Mistakes His Mercy / History says God will Judge 
God gives them 400 years to repent, yet they only grew more wicked.  America is mistaking God’s 
patience and mercy for His acceptance.  The foundation of this nation is that of a Christian nation, as 
some 80% still claim to be Christians.  American history tells us this nation was founded under the 
principles to be a Christian nation that would beacon the gospel of Jesus Christ to the world around it; 
that all would see what God would do with a nations who sought after Him.  The OT is example, that God 
will judge wicked nations, and God did judge His chosen nation Israel, and we can count on His word that 
says that judgment begins in the house of the Lord: 
(1 Peter 4:17 NKJV)  For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and if it begins with us first, what wi ll be the 
end of those who do not obey the gospel of God? 
(1 Peter 4:18 NKJV)  Now “If the righteous one is scarcely saved, Where will the ungodly and the sinner appear?” 

 
(Exodus 1:12 NKJV)  But the more they afflicted them, the more they multiplied and grew. And 
they were in dread of the children of Israel. 
(Exodus 1:13 NKJV)  So the Egyptians made the children of Israel serve with rigor. 
(Exodus 1:14 NKJV)  And they made their lives bitter with hard bondage; in mortar, in brick, and in 
all manner of service in the field. All their service in which they made them serve was with rigor. 
 
 
 



More Afflicted – More Grew / They never Merged – Intermarry – Polytheistic / Slavery kept Pure 
The more they were afflicted, the more they grew.  Notice it is the children of Israel, they never merged in 
with the Egyptians culture and world.  They didn’t intermarry with the Egyptians (who were polytheistic 
believing in many gods); they didn’t set up shops and start business.  God allowed and used the slavery 
to keep them separated as a nation, and to keep them pure. 
 
Because Affliction they Cried Out / Same for Us 
It was because of their afflictions that they cried out to the Lord, and how often does it take suffering and 
affliction until we cry out to the Lord: 
(Exodus 2:23 NKJV)  Now it happened in the process of time that the king of Egypt died. Then the children of Israel groaned 
because of the bondage, and they cried out; and their cry came up to God because of the bondage. 
(Exodus 2:24 NKJV)  So God heard their groaning, and God remembered His covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. 

 
Prosperity not always best / Church Laodiceans 
We always think prosperity and ease is the good life, but of the 7 churches in the Book of Revelation 2-3, 
Smyrna the church that was persecuted, God had nothing bad to say about them.  But the Laodiceans 
had it all, and God said He would spew them out of His mouth: 
(Revelation 3:17 NKJV)  “Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing’; and do not know that you 
are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked; 

 
Always Associate bad Things / Love the Lord – Neighbor / Fallen World 
We seem to always associate affliction and suffering with being a bad thing.  Christian if you are going 
through a hard time, just do this, love the Lord your God with all your heart mind and soul, and love your 
neighbor as yourself, and whatever happens form there, then take comfort in knowing that you are in 
God’s perfect will living in a fallen world. 
(Matthew 22:37 NKJV)  Jesus said to him, “ ‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all 
your mind.’ 
(Matthew 22:38 NKJV)  “This is the first and great commandment. 
(Matthew 22:39 NKJV)  “And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
(Matthew 22:40 NKJV)  “On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.” 

 
Principles of Muscle Growth / Don’t think it Strange 
The principles of muscle growth and faith growth are the same.  Much pain brings much gain.  As the 
muscle tears from the weight it bears, it rebuilds itself to make itself bigger and stronger.  Faith is truly a 
muscle, and it must be exercised, bearing weight so it may grow to become bigger and stronger.  
(1 Peter 4:12 NKJV)  Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing 
happened to you; 
(1 Peter 4:13 NKJV)  but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ’s sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you may also 
be glad with exceeding joy. 

 
God Preparing You – Preparing a Place for You 
If you are going through a hard time and are wondering where God is at, what He is doing , remember 
these 2 things, God is preparing you, and preparing a place for you. 
 
(Exodus 1:15 NKJV)  Then the king of Egypt spoke to the Hebrew midwives, of whom the name of 
one was Shiphrah and the name of the other Puah; 
(Exodus 1:16 NKJV)  and he said, “When you do the duties of a midwife for the Hebrew women, 
and see them on the birthstools, if it is a son, then you shall kill him; but if it is a daughter, then 
she shall live.” 
(Exodus 1:17 NKJV)  But the midwives feared God, and did not do as the king of Egypt 
commanded them, but saved the male children alive. 
(Exodus 1:18 NKJV)  So the king of Egypt called for the midwives and said to them, “Why have 
you done this thing, and saved the male children alive?” 
(Exodus 1:19 NKJV)  And the midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are not like 
the Egyptian women; for they are lively and give birth before the midwives come to them.” 
(Exodus 1:20 NKJV)  Therefore God dealt well with the midwives, and the people multiplied and 
grew very mighty. 
(Exodus 1:21 NKJV)  And so it was, because the midwives feared God, that He provided 
households for them. 



(Exodus 1:22 NKJV)  So Pharaoh commanded all his people, saying, “Every son who is born you 
shall cast into the river, and every daughter you shall save alive.” 
 
Satan Knows Gen 3 / Attacks are Satanic / Male Child – Savior – 2nd Coming 
Satan knew and knows the meaning of Genesis 3:15, and thus wanted to kill the male child that would 
crush his head.  It is important to know as we read the Bible and watch the evening news, that all attacks 
on the children of Israel are Satanic.  Satan wanted to stop God’s plan of Redemption and we see him 
working here, we saw him working the book of Ester, we saw him moving through King Herod when the 
Christ child was born, and we saw his works their at Calvary – all failures.  Now he is trying to stop God’s 
return here on earth, and he figures if he can wipe out Israel, God’s prophetic timepiece, than he can stop 
prophecy and continue to seduce and destroy the people of the world; we saw him working through Hitler, 
Saddam Hussein, and he will try it again with the Russian and Iranian Army in the Tribulation Period – all 
were and will be failures for he is no match for the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords, the Great I Am, 
the Alpha and Omega, the sum total of all power. 
 
Midwives – Moral Dilemma / Lying – Blessed / God doesn’t focus on Failing  
So he tries to have the Pharaoh kill all the male children, but the midwives would not help.  The moral 
dilemma here is that God blessed the midwives, even though it appears they lied, how do we reconcile 
that.  First, lying is wrong, period, even half-truths, a lie is anything that purposely has the intent to 
deceive someone.  I personally believe that God would have blessed the midwives for telling the truth, 
and there was no need to lie.  Telling the truth is a mater of trusting God, for the lie is man’s attempt to 
help protect themselves, and God does a much greater job than we ever will.  I am blessed to see how 
God dowsn’t focus on our failures and shortcomings, but is blessed by our faithfulness and love for Him. 
 
Practical Application – God’s Law Supersedes 
But here we do see some very practical application and example for us 
(Exodus 1:17 NKJV)  But the midwives feared God, and did not do as the king of Egypt commanded 
them, but saved the male children alive. 
 
God’s law supersedes mans law, we are to obey God’s word over anything that man says that contradicts 
God’s Word.  Yes we are to obey the governing authorities, and wives are to submit to their husbands, 
and children to their parents, but never if their word is in contradiction of God’s word. 
(Romans 13:1 NKJV)  Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and the 
authorities that exist are appointed by God. 
  
(Ephesians 5:22 NKJV)  Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 
 
(Ephesians 6:1 NKJV)  Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 

 
Peter in Acts 5 
In Acts 5 Peter says it is not right that I obey your law over God’s command, I must preach the Word.  So 
if the day ever comes and we are told we can not preach the Word, God’s Word supercedes: 
(Acts 5:28 NKJV)  saying, “Did we not strictly command you not to teach in this name? And look, you have filled Jerusalem with your 
doctrine, and intend to bring this Man’s blood on us!” 
(Acts 5:29 NKJV)  But Peter and the other apostles answered and said: “We ought to obey God rather than men. 

 
Wives do it in Wisdom 
Wives, you husband can’t contradict the Word of God.  I know some husbands that tell their wife that they 
can not pray or read the bible, or go to church, that is a contradiction to God’s word.  But please use 
wisdom and tact when you apply this, and seek the Lord for the Lord will tell you exactly how He wants 
you to handle it. 
(1 Peter 3:1 NKJV)  Wives, likewise, be submissive to your own husbands, that even if some do not obey the word, they, without a 
word, may be won by the conduct of their wives, 
(1 Peter 3:2 NKJV)  when they observe your chaste conduct accompanied by fear. 

 
 



Exodus 2 
Birth of Moses: 2:1-10 

 
Paradise to Prison / Creation to Coffin  
In the book of Genesis we went form paradise to prison, as man would chose sin and break that perfect 
fellowship with God there in the garden.  Genesis would start with creation, and end with a coffin (the last 
verse in Genesis, the resultant of sin: 
(Genesis 1:1 NKJV)  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
 
(Genesis 50:26 NKJV)  So Joseph died, being one hundred and ten years old; and they embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in 
Egypt. 

 
1st Promise of Redemption / The Scarlet Thread 
As we studied through the book, we saw God’s first promise of Redemption there in 3:15, and thus we 
began to track the scarlet thread that runs through this whole Bible as it works it way to Jesus Christ our 
blessed hope: 
(Genesis 3:15 NKJV)  And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise 
your head, And you shall bruise His heel.” 
  
(John 1:29 NKJV)  The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin 
of the world! 

 
Exodus – Story of Redemption – The way Out / Lamb & Priesthood 
Now in Exodus we will see the focus of this put on “Redemption”, for Exodus means, “the way out”, and 
we will not only see God’s plan for providing a way out of the bondage of Egypt, but also we will see 
God’s plan for man’s way out of the bondage of sin and death, and how He will set His children at liberty 
from sin and death by the offering of Lamb (picture of Jesus), and the establishment of the priesthood 
(which Jesus will become our High Priest). 
 
Theme 
The theme of this book is God redeeming His children, He redeems Israel out of Egypt, calls them His 
people, gives the picture of Passover Lamb, God continues His plans for redeeming man: 
(Exodus 12:13 NKJV)  ‘Now the blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass 
over you; and the plague shall not be on you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 
 
(Exodus 6:6 NKJV)  “Therefore say to the children of Israel: ‘I am the LORD; I will bring you out from under the burdens of the 
Egyptians, I will rescue you from their bondage, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great judgments. 
(Exodus 6:7 NKJV)  ‘I will take you as My people, and I will be your God. Then you shall know that I am the LORD your God who 
brings you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. 
(Exodus 6:8 NKJV)  ‘And I will bring you into the land which I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; and I will give it to you as 
a heritage: I am the LORD.’” 
 
(Exodus 19:5 NKJV)  ‘Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to 
Me above all people; for all the earth is Mine. 
(Exodus 19:6 NKJV)  ‘And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words which you shall speak to 
the children of Israel.” 
 

Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
(Exodus 2:1 NKJV)  And a man of the house of Levi went and took as wife a daughter of Levi. 
(Exodus 2:2 NKJV)  So the woman conceived and bore a son. And when she saw that he was a 
beautiful child, she hid him three months. 
(Exodus 2:3 NKJV)  But when she could no longer hide him, she took an ark of bulrushes for him, 
daubed it with asphalt and pitch, put the child in it, and laid it in the reeds by the river’s bank. 
(Exodus 2:4 NKJV)  And his sister stood afar off, to know what would be done to him. 



(Exodus 2:5 NKJV)  Then the daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river. And her 
maidens walked along the riverside; and when she saw the ark among the reeds, she sent her 
maid to get it. 
(Exodus 2:6 NKJV)  And when she had opened it, she saw the child, and behold, the baby wept. 
So she had compassion on him, and said, “This is one of the Hebrews’ children.” 
(Exodus 2:7 NKJV)  Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and call a nurse for you 
from the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child for you?” 
(Exodus 2:8 NKJV)  And Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Go.” So the maiden went and called the 
child’s mother. 
(Exodus 2:9 NKJV)  Then Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child away and nurse him for 
me, and I will give you your wages.” So the woman took the child and nursed him. 
(Exodus 2:10 NKJV)  And the child grew, and she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and he 
became her son. So she called his name Moses, saying, “Because I drew him out of the water.” 
 
A most amazing story. 
 
(Exodus 2:1 NKJV)  And a man of the house of Levi went and took as wife a daughter of Levi. 
 
Names Given – Amram & Jochebed  
We know the names of Moses parents for they are given to us in chapter 6: 
(Exodus 6:20 NKJV)  Now Amram took for himself Jochebed, his father’s sister, as wife; and she bore him Aaron and Moses. And 
the years of the life of Amram were one hundred and thirty-seven. 

 
(Exodus 2:2 NKJV)  So the woman conceived and bore a son. And when she saw that he was a 
beautiful child, she hid him three months. 
(Exodus 2:3 NKJV)  But when she could no longer hide him, she took an ark of bulrushes for him, 
daubed it with asphalt and pitch, put the child in it, and laid it in the reeds by the river’s bank. 
 
Woman of Vision / No Dad – She Did Work / Single Moms – Hold Vision / Lord Sees 
The mother of Moses was a woman of vision, who had a vision for her child.  Do you notice that there is 
no mention of dad in this matter dealing with Moses, that is was mom hiding Moses, it was mom building 
the ark, it was mom taking the child down to the river bank, no mention of dad.  You mothers who are 
raising your children, when there is no mention of dad, maybe he is out working in his field, maybe he is 
focused on his career, or maybe he is a super dad, a weekend hero – that’s if he decides to show up that 
weekend; you mothers don’t lose your vision for your child no matter how hard it gets, no matter what is 
against you.  Know that the Lord He is with you and the Lord He sees and knows your situation. 
 
Ishmael – Hagar – Gen 16 / God Sees 
Remember back in Genesis Ishmael’s mother Hagar, what did she say, you are the Lord who sees: 
(Genesis 16:11 NKJV)  And the Angel of the LORD said to her: “Behold, you are with child, And you shall bear a son. You shall call 
his name Ishmael, Because the LORD has heard your affliction. 
(Genesis 16:12 NKJV)  He shall be a wild man; His hand shall be against every man, And every man ’s hand against him. And he 
shall dwell in the presence of all his brethren.” 
(Genesis 16:13 NKJV)  Then she called the name of the LORD who spoke to her, You-Are-the-God-Who-Sees; for she said, 
“Have I also here seen Him who sees me?” 

 
God Hears – Desperate Times 
And then later when she is cast out, God shows Himself strong again, as the God who sees and knows 
her situation, no matter how desperate it may seem, as Hagar and Ishmael have no food, no bread, 
expecting death, yet the Lord shows up and says I have heard the cry of the boy (interesting Moses 
wept):  
(Genesis 21:14 NKJV)  So Abraham rose early in the morning, and took bread and a skin of water; and putting it on her shoulder, he 
gave it and the boy to Hagar, and sent her away. Then she departed and wandered in the Wilderness of Beersheba. 
(Genesis 21:15 NKJV)  And the water in the skin was used up, and she placed the boy under one of the shrubs. 
(Genesis 21:16 NKJV)  Then she went and sat down across from him at a distance of about a bowshot; for she said to herself, “Let 
me not see the death of the boy.” So she sat opposite him, and lifted her voice and wept. 
(Genesis 21:17 NKJV)  And God heard the voice of the lad. Then the angel of God called to Hagar out of heaven, and said to her, 
“What ails you, Hagar? Fear not, for God has heard the voice of the lad where he is. 

 



She Remembered Story / Oral Torah – Stories Passed Down / Womb / Duet 6 
No doubt the mother of Moses remembered that story.  You know things were different back then, those 
people didn’t have 150 channels to choose from when they came home from their labors.  Rather they 
would retell the Genesis stories over and over and over again (still today the Jewish people call it the oral 
Torah and the written Torah).  Before it was written down and passed around, it was passed by mouth as 
father would tell the son, and the son with tell his son, and so on and so on all the way down the line.  
They knew the stories of Genesis.  Also, mothers would tell their babies the stories while they were still in 
the womb, the stories of Genesis, of Adam and Eve walking with the Lord in the garden, the fall, the 
promised deliverer (Genesis 3:15), of Noah, Abraham Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, and how they came to be in 
Egypt.  In Deuteronomy God commands the Word be taught diligently to the children, and this would have 
been passed down in the Oral Torah, as God would have started with Adam and says tell you kids: 
(Deuteronomy 6:1 NKJV)  “Now this is the commandment, and these are the statutes and judgments which the LORD your God has 
commanded to teach you, that you may observe them in the land which you are crossing over to possess,  
(Deuteronomy 6:2 NKJV)  “that you may fear the LORD your God, to keep all His statutes and His commandments which I 
command you, you and your son and your grandson, all the days of your life, and that your days may be prolonged. 
(Deuteronomy 6:3 NKJV)  “Therefore hear, O Israel, and be careful to observe it, that it may be well with you, and that you may 
multiply greatly as the LORD God of your fathers has promised you; ‘a land flowing with milk and honey.’ 
(Deuteronomy 6:4 NKJV)  “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one! 
(Deuteronomy 6:5 NKJV)  “You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength. 
(Deuteronomy 6:6 NKJV)  “And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart. 
(Deuteronomy 6:7 NKJV)  “You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your 
house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. 
(Deuteronomy 6:8 NKJV)  “You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 
(Deuteronomy 6:9 NKJV)  “You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 

 
Run Away from Water / Story of Noah 
I believe Jochebed, knew the story of Hagar and Ishmael, and she knew another story, for it is ever so 
amazing that at a time when babies were being thrown into the river, she was taking her baby to the river.  
The last place I’d take my baby is down to the River, yet she does.  If it was me, I would go the other way, 
into the desert, high atop the mountains, but not to the river.  Unless I remember the story of another one 
who went to the river, the waters, not unless I remembered the story of Noah. 
 
Noah in Ark / Only 2 places in OT 
Noah was placed into an ark, and was protected by God from the calamity that was going on all around 
the world.  This word here for ark is only used 2 times in the whole Old Testament, it is used here for 
Moses and there in Genesis for Noah: 
(Genesis 6:13 NKJV)  And God said to Noah, “The end of all flesh has come before Me, for the earth is filled with violence through 
them; and behold, I will destroy them with the earth. 
(Genesis 6:14 NKJV)  “Make yourself an ark of gopherwood; make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and outside with pitch. 

 
Jacobed Knew Word – Trusted Word / Winning Combination – Vision & Word 
The mother of Moses, she knew the word, she trusted the word.  She gives us a pitcher of two winning 
combinations for raising children; a vision, and the word. 
 
She had Vision when Hopeless / God has plan for Child – Specific Purpose 
She had a vision for her child, even when others said the child is hopeless, the situation is hopeless.  She 
kept her vision when others may have been saying what are you doing, you can’t keep that child, do you 
know what affect this child will have upon your life, you literally could be giving up your whole life to keep 
this child.  Yet Jacobed did the impossible, she defied the greatest nation in the world.  Parents 
remember in God’s site that child is special and He has a special calling upon him or her, and God 
desires to have a personal relationship with that child, and that He has a specific purpose for that child: 
(Psalms 139:13 NKJV)  For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother ’s womb. 
(Psalms 139:14 NKJV)  I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Marvelous are Your works, And that my soul 
knows very well. 
(Psalms 139:15 NKJV)  My frame was not hidden from You, When I was made in secret, And skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of 
the earth. 
(Psalms 139:16 NKJV)  Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed. And in Your book they all were written, The days 
fashioned for me, When as yet there were none of them. 
(Psalms 139:17 NKJV)  How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God! How great is the sum of them! 
(Psalms 139:18 NKJV)  If I should count them, they would be more in number than the sand; When I awake, I am still with You. 

 



Considering Abortion / Ray Boltz 
Those that are considering abortion, those of you who are counseling those who would be considering 
abortion, remember this story, remember God sees, and may we see what God sees.  Don’t know if you 
ever heard the song by Ray Boltz, called “What was I suppose to Be”, it will move deep in your heart: 
 
Verse 1 

When Jesus walked upon the earth 

On the shores of Galilee 

He’d say to His disciples 
Let the little children come to me 

I wonder if up in heaven 

Do you suppose we’ll see 

Little children ask Him 

What was I supposed to be 
 

Chorus 1 

What was I supposed to be 

What were my eyes supposed to see 
And why did I taste of death 

Before I even drew a breath 

Or laid my head at my 

Mother’s breast to sleep 
Oh Jesus what was I supposed to be 

 

Verse 2 

Was I to be a prophet 
Used in the ministry 

A doctor who would find 

The cure for some terrible disease 

Even if I’d been born imperfect 
Why couldn’t my parents see 

That I’d have been made perfect 

When You came back for me 

 
End 

Oh Jesus what was I supposed to be 
 
You are Forgiven / Not Forsaken / White as Snow 
If you were part of an abortion, may you hear the Lord speak His words of love and forgiveness to you; 
He says for you to come to Him and He will receive you, nothing can separate you from Him, and that sin 
was covered there at Calvary just as all the rest were, and you can rest in that, He will never leave you 
nor forsake you, and He has made you white as snow: 
(Hebrews 13:5 NKJV)  Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. For He Himself has 
said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” 
 
(Isaiah 1:18 NKJV)  “Come now, and let us reason together,” Says the LORD, “Though your sins are like scarlet, They shall be as 
white as snow; Though they are red like crimson, They shall be as wool. 

 
Jacobed – Woman of Vision & Word / Believed the Stories / Given to be Remembered 
Moses’ mother was a woman of vision and secondly she was a woman of the word.  She believed that 
those stories were for real and that they were still for her day, she remembered the stories, and as for us 
we can never recall from memory what has not already been planted in to the memory.  I commend you 
for making it out on Wednesday night, and on Sunday morning, to study his word and He promises a 
blessing for those who study and remember His works (Psalm 111).  And know that He will bless you for it 
just like He did for Moses’ mother: 
(Psalms 111:1 NKJV)  Praise the LORD! I will praise the LORD with my whole heart, In the assembly of the upright and in the 
congregation. 
(Psalms 111:2 NKJV)  The works of the LORD are great, Studied by all who have pleasure in them. 
(Psalms 111:3 NKJV)  His work is honorable and glorious, And His righteousness endures forever. 



(Psalms 111:4 NKJV)  He has made His wonderful works to be remembered; The LORD is gracious and full of compassion.  
(Psalms 111:5 NKJV)  He has given food to those who fear Him; He will ever be mindful of His covenant. 
(Psalms 111:6 NKJV)  He has declared to His people the power of His works, In giving them the heritage of the nations. 
(Psalms 111:7 NKJV)  The works of His hands are verity and justice; All His precepts are sure. 
(Psalms 111:8 NKJV)  They stand fast forever and ever, And are done in truth and uprightness. 
(Psalms 111:9 NKJV)  He has sent redemption to His people; He has commanded His covenant forever: Holy and awesome is His 
name. 
(Psalms 111:10 NKJV)  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; A good understanding have all those who do His 
commandments. His praise endures forever. 

 
(Exodus 2:4 NKJV)  And his sister stood afar off, to know what would be done to him. 
(Exodus 2:5 NKJV)  Then the daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river. And her 
maidens walked along the riverside; and when she saw the ark among the reeds, she sent her 
maid to get it. 
(Exodus 2:6 NKJV)  And when she had opened it, she saw the child, and behold, the baby wept. 
So she had compassion on him, and said, “This is one of the Hebrews’ children.” 
(Exodus 2:7 NKJV)  Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and call a nurse for you 
from the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child for you?” 
(Exodus 2:8 NKJV)  And Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Go.” So the maiden went and called the 
child’s mother. 
(Exodus 2:9 NKJV)  Then Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child away and nurse him for 
me, and I will give you your wages.” So the woman took the child and nursed him. 
(Exodus 2:10 NKJV)  And the child grew, and she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and he 
became her son. So she called his name Moses, saying, “Because I drew him out of the water.” 
 
Paid to Nurse – Pays to Believe the Bible 
She ends up being paid to raise her own child.  It pays to believe the Bible. 
 
Jochebed Compound Name / Lord wants to Help You Raise Child 
Jochebed is the first name in the Old Testament which is compound with the word ‘Jehovah”, and no 
Jacob is not a compound word that includes Jehovah.  I think there’s a message there for each and every 
parent to effectively raise your children you must have that compound name that includes Jehovah, for 
the Lord wants to help you raise your kids. 
 
No One Has Control over You / Pharaoh so Smart – Raises & Pays for Deliverer 
Any time you think someone has some control over you and your life (especially in the context of this 
message tonight with single moms or split families), remember this story.  Here Pharaoh gives the 
commandment to kill the babies before they multiply, he thinks he is so wise and he has fixed the 
situation, but he ends up raising the deliver in his own house and paying for someone to do it to boot. 
 
No Man or Gov’t / The Great I Am 
No man government or program can stop the work of God in your life, EVER!, for He is the Great I Am, 
and I emphasize the word GREAT.   
 
Child Taken / On Loan / Children a Gift form God 
She gets to nurse the child she had to put into the river expecting to never see that child again.  Any time 
a child is taken away from us and in given back to us, whether it is an illness, a car accident, a trip to the 
emergency room, we quickly see that children are just on loan to us, and the time we have with them is 
borrowed time, parents make the most of the time you have with them now.  God says they are a gift, 
they are an inheritance, an heirloom, a reward from God: 
(Psalms 127:3 NKJV)  Behold, children are a heritage from the LORD, The fruit of the womb is a reward. 
(Psalms 127:4 NKJV)  Like arrows in the hand of a warrior, So are the children of one ’s youth. 
(Psalms 127:5 NKJV)  Happy is the man who has his quiver full of them; They shall not be ashamed, But shall speak with their 
enemies in the gate. 

 
Nursing 3-5yrs / God Planted – Moses came Back / god’s of Egypt False – Sees through Them 
The nursing would have been three to five years.  Parents take note of that, they only had three to five 
years with Moses to tell them about Jehovah God, to plant in him the heart of God, and they did.  Some 



40 years later he returns to his people, and his God.  He was trained up and he came back in his later 
years to see the God that was planted in his heart years before.  They would tell Moses about Abraham 
Isaac Jacob, and Joseph.  They would tell of the deliverer to come.  Moses was able to see that the god’s 
of Egypt were not that true and living God, Moses saw through all the lies and deceptions of the world, 
and saw that Jehovah was God. 
(Proverbs 22:6 NKJV)  Train up a child in the way he should go, And when he is old he will not depart from it. 

 
Don’t Quit at 5 / Must be real in Your Life – not Hobby / Moses Saw 
Parents don’t quit after five years old, when they are old enough to make their own decision so we say, 
remember they are on loan from God, entrusted to us for just a short time, keep investing as long as you 
have a breath.  Live your life so that they see the difference between the gods of this world, and the One 
True and Living God, the Great I Am.  It must be real in your life, not just a hobby, but something that is at 
the very core of your being, and they will see………………… as Moses saw. 
 
Question – Should we have Kids / Another one for the Kingdom / Dine Together 
I often get the question should we have kids, the world is such a mess, the signs of His return our soon, 
should we bring another child into this messed up world?  I say yes for he or she will be one more for the 
kingdom of God.  If you have a child and you teach them to know God, His work on the cross…..no 
matter what happens here we will dine together with Him in heaven for all eternity, enjoying one another, 
and loving one another for eternity.  Jochebed brought Moses into this world at a crazy time, and God did 
great things, and so too will He do the same for you, and for me. 
 



The Equipping of Moses 
(Exodus 2:11-25) 

 
Paradise to Prison / Creation to Coffin  
In the book of Genesis we went form paradise to prison, as man would chose sin and break that perfect 
fellowship with God there in the garden.  Genesis would start with creation, and end with a coffin (the last 
verse in Genesis, the resultant of sin: 
(Genesis 1:1 NKJV)  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
 
(Genesis 50:26 NKJV)  So Joseph died, being one hundred and ten years old; and they embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in 
Egypt. 

 
1st Promise of Redemption / The Scarlet Thread 
As we studied through the book, we saw God’s first promise of Redemption there in 3:15, and thus we 
began to track the scarlet thread that runs through this whole Bible as it works it way to Jesus Christ our 
blessed hope: 
(Genesis 3:15 NKJV)  And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise 
your head, And you shall bruise His heel.” 
  
(John 1:29 NKJV)  The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin 
of the world! 

 
Exodus – Story of Redemption – The way Out / Lamb & Priesthood 
Now in Exodus we will see the focus of this put on “Redemption”, for Exodus means, “the way out”, and 
we will not only see God’s plan for providing a way out of the bondage of Egypt, but also we will see 
God’s plan for man’s way out of the bondage of sin and death, and how He will set His children at liberty 
from sin and death by the offering of Lamb (picture of Jesus), and the establishment of the priesthood 
(which Jesus will become our High Priest). 
 
Theme 
The theme of this book is God redeeming His children, He redeems Israel out of Egypt, calls them His 
people, gives the picture of Passover Lamb, God continues His plans for redeeming man: 
(Exodus 12:13 NKJV)  ‘Now the blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass 
over you; and the plague shall not be on you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 
 
(Exodus 6:6 NKJV)  “Therefore say to the children of Israel: ‘I am the LORD; I will bring you out from under the burdens of the 
Egyptians, I will rescue you from their bondage, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great judgments. 
(Exodus 6:7 NKJV)  ‘I will take you as My people, and I will be your God. Then you shall know that I am the LORD your God who 
brings you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. 
(Exodus 6:8 NKJV)  ‘And I will bring you into the land which I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; and I will give it to you as 
a heritage: I am the LORD.’” 
 
(Exodus 19:5 NKJV)  ‘Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to 
Me above all people; for all the earth is Mine. 
(Exodus 19:6 NKJV)  ‘And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words which you shall speak to 
the children of Israel.” 
 

Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
(Exodus 2:11 NKJV)  Now it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown, that he went out 
to his brethren and looked at their burdens. And he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his 
brethren. 
 
 
 



These 40 years / Equipping Moses 
We need to Acts chapter 7 and Hebrews chapter 11 to know what verse 11 means, what had been 
happening over these 40 years as Moses grew-up into a man.  We will see that the Lord was equipping 
him for the Ministry that He would use Moses for. 
 
Acts 7 
(Acts 7:17 NKJV)  “But when the time of the promise drew near which God had sworn to Abraham, the people grew and multiplied in 
Egypt 
(Acts 7:18 NKJV)  “till another king arose who did not know Joseph. 
(Acts 7:19 NKJV)  “This man dealt treacherously with our people, and oppressed our forefathers, making them expose their babies, 
so that they might not live. 
(Acts 7:20 NKJV)  “At this time Moses was born, and was well pleasing to God; and he was brought up in his father’s house for 
three months. 
(Acts 7:21 NKJV)  “But when he was set out, Pharaoh’s daughter took him away and brought him up as her own son. 
(Acts 7:22 NKJV)  “And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and deeds. 
(Acts 7:23 NKJV)  “Now when he was forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his brethren, the children of Israel. 
(Acts 7:24 NKJV)  “And seeing one of them suffer wrong, he defended and avenged him who was oppressed, and struck down the 
Egyptian. 
(Acts 7:25 NKJV)  “For he supposed that his brethren would have understood that God would deliver them by his hand, but they did 
not understand. 
(Acts 7:26 NKJV)  “And the next day he appeared to two of them as they were fighting, and tried to reconcile them, saying, ‘Men, 
you are brethren; why do you wrong one another?’ 
(Acts 7:27 NKJV)  “But he who did his neighbor wrong pushed him away, saying, ‘Who made you a ruler and a judge over us? 
(Acts 7:28 NKJV)  ‘Do you want to kill me as you did the Egyptian yesterday?’ 
(Acts 7:29 NKJV)  “Then, at this saying, Moses fled and became a dweller in the land of Midian, where he had two sons.  
(Acts 7:30 NKJV)  “And when forty years had passed, an Angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire in a bush, in the 
wilderness of Mount Sinai. 
(Acts 7:31 NKJV)  “When Moses saw it, he marveled at the sight; and as he drew near to observe, the voice of the Lord came to 
him, 
(Acts 7:32 NKJV)  “saying, ‘I am the God of your fathers; the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. ’ And Moses 
trembled and dared not look. 
(Acts 7:33 NKJV)  ‘Then the LORD said to him, “Take your sandals off your feet, for the place where you stand is holy ground. 
(Acts 7:34 NKJV)  “I have surely seen the oppression of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their groaning and have come 
down to deliver them. And now come, I will send you to Egypt.”’ 
(Acts 7:35 NKJV)  “This Moses whom they rejected, saying, ‘Who made you a ruler and a judge?’ is the one God sent to be a ruler 
and a deliverer by the hand of the Angel who appeared to him in the bush. 
(Acts 7:36 NKJV)  “He brought them out, after he had shown wonders and signs in the land of Egypt, and in the Red Sea, and in the 
wilderness forty years. 

 
Hebrews 11 
(Hebrews 11:24 NKJV)  By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh ’s daughter, 
(Hebrews 11:25 NKJV)  choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, 
(Hebrews 11:26 NKJV)  esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt; for he looked to the reward. 
(Hebrews 11:27 NKJV)  By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured as seeing Him who is invisible. 
(Hebrews 11:28 NKJV)  By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, lest he who destroyed the firstborn should touch 
them. 
(Hebrews 11:29 NKJV)  By faith they passed through the Red Sea as by dry land, whereas the Egyptians, attempting to do so, were 
drowned. 

 
Moses Taught – Use Later / God did Same for Me / Balance Sheet 
God was teaching Moses in the Universities there in Egypt and in His daily life things that He will later use 
to lead some 2-3 million out of Egypt into the Promised Land.  I’m glad that before I was ever seeking 
God, He was equipping me for the Ministry.  Before I ever had a thought about my need for a Savior, God 
had a calling upon my life and was equipping me for that calling.  He does this for every one of us.  
Before I ever saw, before you ever saw, he was equipping you for a specific Ministry that He had for you.  
Before I was saved I was in college taking business and organizational classes.  Before I was saved, I 
was studying history, science, and English and all of them are now a true blessing to me in this Ministry.  
My life is so busy right now just trying to study the word I would be overloaded if I had to go and study 
business, and organizational skills, that would compound the workload, I am glad it is a minimal task for 
me to keep the Ministry running from a business aspect.  I remember learning how to do a balance sheet, 
and I was like this is not for me, I have no interest in this, but I had to learn it at work even though I never 
used it again at work.  Interestingly I was on a mission trip a few months later, the pastor said is there any 
chance you know how to do a balance sheet, our biggest supporters are saying that they are going to quit 
their support because we can not show them where our money goes, and the country is threatening us 



because we can’t show them either, they said we are going to lose our non-profit status.  If that wasn’t 
enough, the day we sent out the report, after a week of work, a major contributor sent 75,000 dollars, 
which was used that month to buy a piece of property to build an orphanage.   
 
Secular Job – Mission Trip 
My primary job at work is organizational, we build things, and it is my job is to plan out where, when, and 
how  these things happen and who does what so that we can meet our objective.  I spent five years as a 
missionary coordinator, planning and organizing everything need to execute a mission trip.  To plan out 
every last detail (from airfare, to hotel, to how much luggage we could take) so the trip would run 
smoothly for the one week that we would be on the mission trip.  Six months of planning for one week of 
missions.  The skills God taught me in the world, in the workplace, and the secular world, were applied in 
the Ministry. 
 
God will Use Your Background  
Christian no matter what your skill and background is in the secular world I can tell you God will use it in 
the Ministry.  Fixing cars, balancing budgets, technical skills, clerical skills, construction work, the Lord will 
use them for His glory.   
 
(Exodus 2:11 NKJV)  Now it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown, that he went out 
to his brethren and looked at their burdens. And he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his 
brethren. 
 
3-5yrs Nursing Moses – Returns at 40 
Verse 11 – when Moses was grown, that he went out to his brethren and looked at their burdens – again I 
refer you back to last week study of Moses, his mother and father only had 3-5 years with Moses before 
they turned him over to Pharaoh’s daughter and yet in those three to five years they were able to implant 
the truth of the Living God in his heart, and 35 years later he would return.   
 
Broke Mothers Heart / Hard on Moses / Choosing & Leaving 
When  Moses refused to be called Pharaoh’s daughter (Hebrews 11), I imagine that broke his mothers 
heart.  I am sure Moses loved his mother after all those years of her loving him and raising him in her 
home.  Moses would have asked, why did you call me Moses, which means to draw out, why did you 
draw me out of the water – what, you mean if it wasn’t for you I would have died, I am sure there was a 
beautiful loving bond between the two of them.  How this must have broke her heart to see Moses leave, 
and Moses too.  Maybe you can relate to that it, your parents can’t understand your relationship with the 
Lord, and they feel that you have left them.  I say that to anyone who may feel torn between going for it 
100% for the Lord, and yet you are holding back because you are afraid what your parents will think.  Let 
Moses be an example to you that there is only one way to choose, and it is the Lord.  There is a process 
of choosing and leaving for everything.  For everything we choose of God requires us to leave something 
of the world.  Jesus himself said this is the way it will be. 
(Matthew 10:34 NKJV)  “Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace but a sword. 
(Matthew 10:35 NKJV)  “For I have come to ‘set a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law 
against her mother-in-law’; 
(Matthew 10:36 NKJV)  “and ‘a man’s enemies will be those of his own household.’ 
(Matthew 10:37 NKJV)  “He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more 
than Me is not worthy of Me. 
(Matthew 10:38 NKJV)  “And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. 
(Matthew 10:39 NKJV)  “He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My sake will find it. 
(Matthew 10:40 NKJV)  “He who receives you receives Me, and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me. 

 
(Exodus 2:11 NKJV)  Now it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown, that he went out 
to his brethren and looked at their burdens. And he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his 
brethren. 
(Exodus 2:12 NKJV)  So he looked this way and that way, and when he saw no one, he killed the 
Egyptian and hid him in the sand. 
(Exodus 2:13 NKJV)  And when he went out the second day, behold, two Hebrew men were 
fighting, and he said to the one who did the wrong, “Why are you striking your companion?” 



(Exodus 2:14 NKJV)  Then he said, “Who made you a prince and a judge over us? Do you intend 
to kill me as you killed the Egyptian?” So Moses feared and said, “Surely this thing is known!” 
 
Everyway but Up / Moses met the Need – Not Call / We can do That / Burn-out 
Moses looked every way except up – to the Lord.  Moses went to his brethren, noticed that he was not 
sent to His brethren.  Moses makes a mistake that we so often make also.  Moses was ministering to the 
need that he saw but not to the word of the Lord.  The Lord did not say to Moses take care of this, meet 
this need, respond to this call of Ministry.  Yes the Lord had called Moses to deliver his people we can 
see that (Acts 7).  But it was not God’s time or place for Moses to meet calling.  We can do that so often, 
we see a need and we quickly respond assuming since it is a need we must meet it.  Precious people if 
we try to meet every need we see we will burn ourselves out, and become bitter and frustrated with 
Ministry and possibly even the Lord. 
 
Yoke is Easy / Place to say No / Calling – Fear 
Jesus said my yoke is easy in my burden is light.  When the Lord puts a yoke on us it won’t be heavy.  
Christian there is a place to say no in the Ministry.  We must minister according to His call to meet that 
need, and we must spend much time in prayer to be sure that we heard clearly.  And know that when God 
calls us we must be faithful to the calling, we can not say thanks for thinking of me, but we must be 
obedient.  And know that God’s calling will come with God’s supplying.  God will supply us all we need to 
meet the call, now that doesn’t mean it will be easy, but we will have confidence in the call, we won’t have 
fear when things go wrong.  Moses first indicator that he stepped ahead of God would have been the fear 
that he had.  That fear caused him to run, but 40 years later he will be a part of the death of all the first-
born, but he will stand firm, without fear. 
(Matthew 11:29 NKJV)  “Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. 
(Matthew 11:30 NKJV)  “For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” 

 
Book of Rev 3 / Moses 1 Egyptian – God whole Army 
Just as in the book of Revelation the Lord opens doors of opportunity and when He does open the doors 
He also opens another door and it is the supply of the treasury (the riches) of the kingdom of heaven for 
all the we need to accomplish God’s calling that He has for us.  When the Lord calls Moses to meet the 
need, the Lord will do the work as we will see.  Moses in the arm of the flesh will not be able to bury one 
Egyptian and get away with it.  But when God’s word comes to him, and when God says it is time, Moses 
will bury the whole Egyptian army.  See Notes from Revelation 3:7-13 study: 
(Revelation 3:7 NKJV)  “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write, ‘These things says He who is holy, He who is true, “He 
who has the key of David, He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one opens”: 
(Revelation 3:8 NKJV)  “I know your works. See, I have set before you an open door, and no one can shut it; for you have a little 
strength, have kept My word, and have not denied My name. 

 
(Exodus 2:15 NKJV)  When Pharaoh heard of this matter, he sought to kill Moses. But Moses fled 
from the face of Pharaoh and dwelt in the land of Midian; and he sat down by a well. 
 
Capital Offense 
It was a capital offense for an Egyptian to kill another Egyptian.  Moses knew this and he knew he could 
not escape the law of land, even if he was #2 in all the land. 
 
(Exodus 2:16 NKJV)  Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters. And they came and drew 
water, and they filled the troughs to water their father’s flock. 
(Exodus 2:17 NKJV)  Then the shepherds came and drove them away; but Moses stood up and 
helped them, and watered their flock. 
(Exodus 2:18 NKJV)  When they came to Reuel their father, he said, “How is it that you have come 
so soon today?” 
 
Charleston Heston / Singles 
We can’t help but remember ole Charleston Heston, all buffed-out, jumping in with his staff and do a 
number on these shepherds.  All the girls were googly-eyed after that.  You singles if God can bring 
Moses to Zipporah out in the desert, than just rest that He can do the same for you. 



 
Priest of Midian / Abraham’s 2nd Wife 
The Reuel was a priest of Median and, he was one of the sons of Abraham’s second wife – Keturah.  So 
Reuel and the girls were of the same blood lineage as Abraham and it appears that they knew the one 
true living God: 
(Genesis 25:1 NKJV)  Abraham again took a wife, and her name was Keturah. 
(Genesis 25:2 NKJV)  And she bore him Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah. 
(Genesis 25:3 NKJV)  Jokshan begot Sheba and Dedan. And the sons of Dedan were Asshurim, Letushim, and Leummim. 
(Genesis 25:4 NKJV)  And the sons of Midian were Ephah, Epher, Hanoch, Abidah, and Eldaah. All these were the children of 
Keturah. 

 
(Exodus 2:19 NKJV)  And they said, “An Egyptian delivered us from the hand of the shepherds, 
and he also drew enough water for us and watered the flock.” 
(Exodus 2:20 NKJV)  So he said to his daughters, “And where is he? Why is it that you have left 
the man? Call him, that he may eat bread.” 
 
7 Girls – Single Guy 
Dad’s like come on girls, I got 7 single girls and a single guy comes along and you leave him. 
 
(Exodus 2:21 NKJV)  Then Moses was content to live with the man, and he gave Zipporah his 
daughter to Moses. 
 
Moses Content / #2 to #2 / Important to Learn to be Content – Christians Depressed 
Then Moses was content to live with the man -  A great picture here for us, Moses goes from being 
number two over Egypt, heir apparent to the throne, to be in number 2 in this family of shepherds.  The 
historian Josephus said that Moses was a General in the Egyptian Army, and that he led them to a great 
victory over the Ethiopians.  Yet now he is content to be the #2 man herding sheep on the backside of the 
desert. What an important reminder for us on how to just learn to be content.  The two greatest places on 
the earth is where we’ve been and where we are going.  But the Lord tells us to be content.  Too many 
Christians are depressed these days, and they are depressed about what they have or what they don’t 
have.  Christian know that God places you in places sometimes to keep you in your place, but the place 
that he has you in is the place where He wants to do a work in you.  Christians can spend so much time 
and thought over getting out of the place they are at, they miss that God is in that place: 
(Philippians 4:11 NKJV)  Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever state I am, to be content: 
(Philippians 4:12 NKJV)  I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to 
be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. 
(Philippians 4:13 NKJV)  I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. 

 
(Exodus 2:22 NKJV)  And she bore him a son, and he called his name Gershom; for he said, “I 
have been a stranger in a foreign land.” 
 
Gershom – Stranger / We are Passing Through – Keep Eyes on Heaven 
Gershom – means a stranger here.  How do we become content where God has us?  Just recognize we 
are just passing through, this world is not our home, and we have a home waiting for us with the Lord.  
When we see heaven his home the stuff of this world won’t have much grasp on us.  The things that we 
have or don’t have won’t affect us when we remember that we are just passing through, and as we keep 
our eyes upon the Lord and that soon we will see him face to face, everything falls into perspective.  
 
(Exodus 2:23 NKJV)  Now it happened in the process of time that the king of Egypt died. Then the 
children of Israel groaned because of the bondage, and they cried out; and their cry came up to 
God because of the bondage. 
(Exodus 2:24 NKJV)  So God heard their groaning, and God remembered His covenant with 
Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. 
(Exodus 2:25 NKJV)  And God looked upon the children of Israel, and God acknowledged them. 
 
Verse 11 vs Verse 25 / When God Works – it Works 
Back in verse 11 it was Moses looking at the people, but here in verse 25 it is God looking at the people 
and now everything will be put in its proper perspective because when God works, it works. 



 
Suffering Caused them to Cry Out / Easy Life not always best Life 
Their suffering caused them to turn to the Lord.  Don’t always long for the easy life, for the easy life isn’t 
always the best life, for some of the most lukewarm Christians are the ones with the easy lives.  
Remember God was preparing the people for the land in the land for the people, and so too in your life as 
God is continually doing a work in your life. 
 
40yr Pause / 40yrs Mind – 40yrs Heart / God works in Desert / David – Jesus – Patmos 
There is 40 years between verses 22 and 23.  Moses’ was 40 years old when he fled into the desert, and 
he ended up spending another 40 years as God does his work in him.  Moses thought he was ready at 40 
God said your only half way there.  40 years in Egypt prepared his mind, but God will use the 40 years in 
the wilderness desert to prepare his heart.  God does His work so often in the desert.  We see him 
working in the desert with Moses, David, Paul, John the Baptist, John on the island of Patmos, and we 
saw Jesus spending 40 days in the desert.  There are certain things that can only be learned in the 
desert.   
 
Not just Deliver Egypt / Gen – Passover – Law 
Moses’s won’t just deliver Israel from Egypt God has much more planned the just that.  Moses will deliver 
this Word of God to us.  He will be the one who pens those words, in the beginning God.  Moses will be 
the one who receives the word of the first Passover the picture of the Lamb of God.  Moses will be the 
one who delivers to the people God’s Commandments which will become a schoolmaster to show man 
their need for a Savior and how far short every man falls: 
(Genesis 1:1 NKJV)  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
  
(Exodus 12:13 NKJV)  ‘Now the blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass 
over you; and the plague shall not be on you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 
 
(Exodus 20:1 NKJV)  And God spoke all these words, saying: 
(Exodus 20:2 NKJV)  “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 
(Exodus 20:3 NKJV)  “You shall have no other gods before Me. 

 
(Galatians 3:24 NKJV)  Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith. 

 
Moses Wondering / Pushing Sheep / Only learn in Desert – No Distractions 
Maybe Moses was wondering what happened to us calling.  All I do day in and day out is push sheep 
across the desert.  There are certain things you will never learn anywhere but in the desert for there is not 
150 channels of distraction, there’s no Raven’s games, video games, it is just you and the Lord, daily.  
Moses.  Sometimes we can really think we are doing well, and it takes a desert, wilderness, hard time, to 
show us what is really in us, where we really are at.  It is a gift from God, otherwise we would never know 
how far we fall, and we would never clearly see that this thing or these things need to be dealt with. 
 
Not Much Detail of Desert / Custom Made 
We don’t have much of the details of Moses desert experience, nor John the Baptist, nor Paul, no David, 
because their desert experiences were just for them, custom made, and personal, something between 
them and the Lord.  God will custom make your desert experience, and no one else’s will be like yours, 
for it is just between you and the Lord, even if it is going to affect million of people.  No one else can walk 
your desert experience; it is something you must go alone.   
 
There are Wells in desert / Stop to Look 
But there are Wells in the desert, as the Lord refreshes us there at the well, just as He did Moses.  I 
believe there is a well in all of our deserts if we will only stop, slow down and look for them.  So often we 
miss those wells of refreshing because we’re so much focused on the dryness of the desert. 
 
Word – Bread – Weakness 
There are some things I seem to experience every time I go back to the desert place, and it seems to 
take days to break me from thinking about myself, to being refreshed again with a special remembrance 
of the Lord.  I am reminded that the word, is life and how precious it is to my soul.  I am reminded of the 
Bread of Life, as I end up with it being just me and the Lord, and when it is just me and the Lord the world 



fades and the cross shadows every area of my life and I am reminded – what love you have for me.  And 
I come back to that place of knowing my weakness, how little strength I do have, and how much I need to 
cling to my Lord.  Interesting, I can see all those things in Jesus’ desert experience.  There are some 
things that can only be taught and brought out in the desert: 
(Matthew 4:1 NKJV)  Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 
(Matthew 4:2 NKJV)  And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, afterward He was hungry. 
(Matthew 4:3 NKJV)  Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, “If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become 
bread.” 
(Matthew 4:4 NKJV)  But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds 
from the mouth of God.’” 
(Matthew 4:5 NKJV)  Then the devil took Him up into the holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, 
(Matthew 4:6 NKJV)  and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down. For it is written: ‘He shall give His angels 
charge over you,’ and, ‘In their hands they shall bear you up, Lest you dash your foot against a stone.’” 
(Matthew 4:7 NKJV)  Jesus said to him, “It is written again, ‘You shall not tempt the LORD your God.’” 
(Matthew 4:8 NKJV)  Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly high mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world 
and their glory. 
(Matthew 4:9 NKJV)  And he said to Him, “All these things I will give You if You will fall down and worship me.” 
(Matthew 4:10 NKJV)  Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the LORD your God, and 
Him only you shall serve.’” 

 
 
 



Exodus 3 
Moses asks, “Who am I” (Exodus 3:1-12) 

 
Paradise to Prison / Creation to Coffin  
In the book of Genesis we went form paradise to prison, as man would chose sin and break that perfect 
fellowship with God there in the garden.  Genesis would start with creation, and end with a coffin (the last 
verse in Genesis, the resultant of sin: 
(Genesis 1:1 NKJV)  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
 
(Genesis 50:26 NKJV)  So Joseph died, being one hundred and ten years old; and they embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in 
Egypt. 

 
1st Promise of Redemption / The Scarlet Thread 
As we studied through the book, we saw God’s first promise of Redemption there in 3:15, and thus we 
began to track the scarlet thread that runs through this whole Bible as it works it way to Jesus Christ our 
blessed hope: 
(Genesis 3:15 NKJV)  And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise 
your head, And you shall bruise His heel.” 
  
(John 1:29 NKJV)  The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin 
of the world! 

 
Exodus – Story of Redemption – The way Out / Lamb & Priesthood 
Now in Exodus we will see the focus of this put on “Redemption”, for Exodus means, “the way out”, and 
we will not only see God’s plan for providing a way out of the bondage of Egypt, but also we will see 
God’s plan for man’s way out of the bondage of sin and death, and how He will set His children at liberty 
from sin and death by the offering of Lamb (picture of Jesus), and the establishment of the priesthood 
(which Jesus will become our High Priest). 
 
Theme 
The theme of this book is God redeeming His children, He redeems Israel out of Egypt, calls them His 
people, gives the picture of Passover Lamb, God continues His plans for redeeming man: 
(Exodus 12:13 NKJV)  ‘Now the blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass 
over you; and the plague shall not be on you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 
 
(Exodus 6:6 NKJV)  “Therefore say to the children of Israel: ‘I am the LORD; I will bring you out from under the burdens of the 
Egyptians, I will rescue you from their bondage, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great judgments. 
(Exodus 6:7 NKJV)  ‘I will take you as My people, and I will be your God. Then you shall know that I am the LORD your God who 
brings you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. 
(Exodus 6:8 NKJV)  ‘And I will bring you into the land which I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; and I will give it to you as 
a heritage: I am the LORD.’” 
 
(Exodus 19:5 NKJV)  ‘Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to 
Me above all people; for all the earth is Mine. 
(Exodus 19:6 NKJV)  ‘And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words which you shall speak to 
the children of Israel.” 
 

Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
(Exodus 3:1 NKJV)  Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of 
Midian. And he led the flock to the back of the desert, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 
Then 
 
 
 



Moses 80 – 40 in Desert / Certain Things Only Learned in Desert 
Moses is now 80 years old and 40 of those years he is spent on the back side of the desert.  There are 
certain things that God only will and can do in the desert.  God does His work so often in the desert.  We 
see him working in the desert with Moses, David, Paul, John the Baptist, John on the island of Patmos, 
and we saw Jesus spending 40 days in the desert.  There are certain things that can only be learned in 
the desert.   
 
Teach Us Walk by Faith – Not Emotions 
The desert experiences will teach us to rely not on our feelings but on Him and His word.  Our emotions 
are fickle and they can go up and down based on the weather or what we ate the night before.  God does 
not want us to walk by what we see around us (which is our feelings), but by what He speaks within us. 
(2 Corinthians 5:7 NKJV)  For we walk by faith, not by sight. 

 
Moses a Shepherd / Joseph in Egypt / Moses #2 to Abomination – God breaking Moses 
Moses is a Shepherd, remember when Jacob and family first came into Egypt?  Joseph says tell them 
you are shepherds so they won’t mix you in with the rest of the people, because the Egyptians considered 
shepherds a lower class of people.  We can see God breaking Moses here, he goes from number two in 
the land to what is considered the lowest class of people, to being considered an abomination: 
(Genesis 46:33 NKJV)  “So it shall be, when Pharaoh calls you and says, ‘What is your occupation?’ 
(Genesis 46:34 NKJV)  “that you shall say, ‘Your servants’ occupation has been with livestock from our youth even till now, both we 
and also our fathers,’ that you may dwell in the land of Goshen; for every shepherd is an abomination to the Egyptians.” 

 
God Showing Moses Strength Lies / Church Philadelphia / Zech 4 
God is showing Moses where his strength is to come from.  Back in Exodus chapter 2 he tries it in his 
strength and it does not work.  God will show Moses that it is not his strength but the strength of the Lord.  
In revelation chapter 3 we studied the faithful church, which is the church of Philadelphia, and God 
commends the church for having a little strength.  He does not rebuke them for having a little strength, but 
he commends them for it.  The reason being is man in his strength cannot accomplish anything in light of 
what God can do in his strength.  So man is not to rely on his own strength, but the strength of the Lord, 
for it is not by might nor by power but by the Spirit of God as the word says. 
(Zechariah 4:6 NKJV)  So he answered and said to me: “This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might nor by power, 
but by My Spirit,’ Says the LORD of hosts. 

 
(Exodus 3:2 NKJV)  And the Angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire from the midst of 
a bush. So he looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, but the bush was not 
consumed. 
(Exodus 3:3 NKJV)  Then Moses said, “I will now turn aside and see this great sight, why the bush 
does not burn.” 
(Exodus 3:4 NKJV)  So when the LORD saw that he turned aside to look, God called to him from 
the midst of the bush and said, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 
 
Angel of Lord – Is God 
The angel of the Lord here is none other than God Himself because verse 4 says God called to him from 
the midst of the bush. 
 
Moses turns Aside – Like John on Patmos / Palace or Pastoring / How much we Miss 
Moses turns aside just like John on the island of Patmos turned aside.  They both turned aside and 
received a great revelation of the Lord and from the Lord.  They turned aside and they got to see God in a 
special way.  If Moses would have been running the palace or all of Egypt, if John would have been 
23abbath2323 his seven churches there in Asia Minor, would they have seen these great revelations.  It 
is true how much we miss because we can become so busy about our jobs or even on Ministry. 
 
When Lord Saw Moses Turn Aside / We want Him to Scream – Then we’ll turn 
Verse 4 – So when the LORD saw that he turned aside to look: Notice how it says when the Lord saw 
that he turned aside to look.  It was then that God called him from the midst of the Bush.  God so often is 
waiting for us to turn aside to turn away from where we are so focused on, and turn to see Him.  I believe 
we all want God to scream out the midst of our busy this or busy that, and when He does then we will turn 



and see what He wants.  We see here that is the opposite, we see that God is waiting for us to turn 
before He will respond.   
 
God Calls -  Moses Responds Here I am / Now is the Moment 
Verse 4 – God called to him from the midst of the bush and said, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I 
am.” – God calls Moses, and Moses responds by saying “here I am”.  When God speaks this is the 
answer for Him, here I am.  Now is the moment beloved, don’t wait till after this or after that, or I’ll come 
back and look after I take care of this, or have more time, the answer is here am I, and the moment is 
now. 
 
Hard to Turn in the Daily Mon – Fri  
It is hard to turn aside, at that very moment isn’t it?  We know the Lord wants to speak to us, to reveal 
something to us, but it can seem so hard at times to do so.  It is so easy to lose the romance of our 
relationship where we couldn’t wait to talk and spend time with Him, and to hear his words for us.  
Monday we wake up tired from the weekend, and it is back to life, the laundry, house work, jobs, kids 
sports, homework.  Tuesday we said we were going to get up early to pray and read, but it seems we 
needed that extra hour to catch up on sleep, so off to everyday life again.  Wednesday maybe get up 
early, and then church at night.  Then Thursday the week is catching up to us, and then it is finally Friday 
time to just relax, we have all day tomorrow.  Saturday turns into just another work day to do all the stuff 
we can’t do because we got to work, and then it Sunday, and man 10am sure can seem early on a 
Sunday, even though if we sleep in on Saturday we feel like we wasted half the day. 
 
Remember 1st Saved / Excitement replaced with Mundane / Life zaps Intentions 
But remember how easy it was to get up early and read and pray when we first got saved, but now?  The 
excitement has been replaced with the mundane and the fatigue.  The pace of life can wear us out, and 
zap our most honest intentions. 
 
Certain Things only Desert / Good News – can Refocus / Fast / Break fast with Lunch 
There are certain things God can only do in us in the desert, and also desert experiences can be 
ordained by God to get us alone again, to slow down our pace, and to refocus our lives.  But good news 
Christian, we don’t have to wait until the desert, to slow down.  If you feel life is going too fast, then fast.  
Yes I am going to fast!  Whether it is breakfast, lunch, or dinner, or all three, take a break, fast through 
them, replace the meal with feasting on the Word, a time of prayer, a quite walk with the Lord.  Then 
when you break your fast, sit down and have lunch or dinner with the Lord, just the 2 of you. 
 
Fasting back to 1st Love / Ephesus -  Darling / When Last Date 
Fasting can restore you, take you back to that place of your first love.  In Revelation 2 God speaking to 
the Church at Ephesus, He says you have left your first love.  Ephesus means darling, and the Lord was 
saying to them, to us, whose love has weaned, come back my darling to a time of romance, just you and 
Me.  Believer, when was the last time you had an intimate date with your Lord. 
 
He sits and Waits / Creator Waits  
What is amazing thing it is that He sits there and waits for us.  The Creator of the Universe waits for us.  
He never says there are plenty of fish in the sea, I’ll look for love elsewhere, He sits and waits for us, for 
He sees only us, and desires to romance us, and He is willing to wait…………………… 
 
(Exodus 3:5 NKJV)  Then He said, “Do not draw near this place. Take your sandals off your feet, 
for the place where you stand is holy ground.” 
 
First Use of Holy 
This is the first time the word “holy” is used in the Bible.  It means to be set apart, and notice it is used in 
the context of coming into His presence, and Him speaking.  God is saying you are coming into a 
sanctuary: 
Holy -  qodesh, ko’-desh;; a sacred place or thing. Sanctity:--consecrated (thing), dedicated (thing), hallowed (thing), holiness, (X 
most) holy (X day, portion, thing), saint, sanctuary. 

 



Moses Burning Bush / Teach Word Here – Not Profane 
When Moses turned aside to see the burning bush, the Lord said Moses take off your shoes for you are 
standing on Holy Ground.  Moses was standing on Holy Ground because he was coming into the 
presence of the Lord, and the Lord was going to speak, speak His Word.  Later the Word would become 
flesh and dwell among man.  When we teach the Word here, we believe we are coming into Holy Ground, 
when we open the Word at home, we should not take it as opening up the newspaper but coming into the 
presence of the Holy God, and looking for Him to speak to us personally.  When the Bible says that 
something is profane, it means to make something common, and there is nothing common about this 
Word.  Each day we forgot that in our personal bible study, every time we forgot that when we come 
together here in this sanctuary, we diminish its power in our life.  When we open the Word, and people 
move and chat while the Word is going forth, don’t be surprised when we stop the teaching to correct the 
problem.  Moses, take off thy shoes for your are standing on Holy Ground.   
 
Word Greater than Name 
The Lord says that He magnifies His Word above His name.  That is a powerful statement considering 
that at the name of Jesus every knee shall bow and tongue confess.  For the church at Philadelphia, the 
word was non-negotiable, and they lived the Word, from the Alpha to the Omega: 
(Psalms 138:2 NKJV)  I will worship toward Your holy temple, And praise Your name For Your lovingkindness and Your truth; For 
You have magnified Your word above all Your name. 
 
(Philippians 2:9 NKJV)  Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, 
(Philippians 2:10 NKJV)  that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those 
under the earth, 
(Philippians 2:11 NKJV)  and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
(Philippians 2:12 NKJV)  Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my 
absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 
(Philippians 2:13 NKJV)  for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure. 

 
(Exodus 3:6 NKJV)  Moreover He said, “I am the God of your father; the God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look upon God. 
 
God Identifies – Covenant still Stands / Reaffirming with Moses 
God identifies himself to Moses with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  What the Lord is doing is identifying 
that the covenant that He made with them (the children of Israael), still stands today.  And He is 
reaffirming to Moses. 
 
Moses Hid Face / Failure in Ministry – Murderer – Too Old / Hear Voice of Heavenly Father  
Verse 6 – And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look upon God: Moses hides his face.  Christian if 
you ever think you are a failure in the ministry, may you think of Moses.  Maybe you may think you are a 
failure in life, think of Moses, a murderer, yet God calls him by name.  Maybe you think you are too old to 
be used in the ministry, think of Moses.  Hear the voice of the Lord calling to you, I am the God of your 
fathers, and I am your God.  In regards to your later years, may your last years be greater than your first.  
I believe we stand in a place of tremendous opportunities, and I can look back and see how much time I 
invested on things that brought no return, but I am encouraged by Moses that what I do in my later years 
will great for the Lord. 
 
(Exodus 3:7 NKJV)  And the LORD said: “I have surely seen the oppression of My people who are 
in Egypt, and have heard their cry because of their taskmasters, for I know their sorrows. 
 
People not Aware God Working / Where are You – Love – Working – Forsaken 
The people that God is speaking of are not aware that God is working, that God is preparing.  How many 
times they may have said how can a God of love allow this, where are you Lord, why aren’t you working, 
why have you left me and forsaken me in this matter.  Do you care God, do you love me Lord?  All the 
while not knowing that God heard and was in-work on their behalf. 
 
 
 
 



Each Lash – Every Cry / Catches our Tears 
With each whip, with each cry, each and every one of them was heard by the Lord, recorded by the Lord.  
And so it is with us today. He is a God that stores our tears in a bottle, catching everyone them, enduring 
every one of them with us.  No tear has ever fallen in your life that He has not caught before it the ground: 
(Psalms 56:8 NKJV)  You number my wanderings; Put my tears into Your bottle; Are they not in Your book? 
(Psalms 56:9 NKJV)  When I cry out to You, Then my enemies will turn back; This I know, because God is for me. 

 
(Exodus 3:8 NKJV)  “So I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to 
bring them up from that land to a good and large land, to a land flowing with milk and honey, to 
the place of the Canaanites and the Hittites and the Amorites and the Perizzites and the Hivites 
and the Jebusites. 
(Exodus 3:9 NKJV)  “Now therefore, behold, the cry of the children of Israel has come to Me, and I 
have also seen the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them. 
(Exodus 3:10 NKJV)  “Come now, therefore, and I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring My 
people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.” 
 
Went – Sent 
Moses went, now he is sent.  There makes all the difference in the ministry. 
 
(Exodus 3:11 NKJV)  But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and that I 
should bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?” 
(Exodus 3:12 NKJV)  So He said, “I will certainly be with you. And this shall be a sign to you that I 
have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this 
mountain.” 
 
Here I am – Who am I / Broken Self / Ministry is “Whose I am” 
40 years ago Moses said here I am, now it is 40 years of brokenness on the backside of the desert, and 
he says “who am I”.  Moses is broken of all self-confidence, of all self-strength, and now he is a vessel 
ready for use by the Master.  In the ministry it is not who am I, but whose I am. 
 
Self-Confidence must be Examined / God uses Weak / Blockbuster Movie 
Self-confidence is something we must all examine in ourselves, for it is the very thing that can prevent us 
from being used by the Lord in a great and mighty way.  The Lord says it Himself to us, He uses the weak 
and foolish things.  If Moses was the president of Egypt, and delivered the Israel children, people would 
have said wow look at Moses.  But a sheep herder coming into Pharaoh’s court, now that is the stuff you 
can make blockbuster movies out of: 
(1 Corinthians 1:25 NKJV)  Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 
(1 Corinthians 1:26 NKJV)  For you see your calling, brethren, that not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many 
noble, are called. 
(1 Corinthians 1:27 NKJV)  But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the 
weak things of the world to put to shame the things which are mighty; 
(1 Corinthians 1:28 NKJV)  and the base things of the world and the things which are despised God has chosen, and the things 
which are not, to bring to nothing the things that are, 
(1 Corinthians 1:29 NKJV)  that no flesh should glory in His presence. 

 
Same Mount as Sinai 
This mount is synonymous with Mount Sinai, they are one in the same: 
(Exodus 19:11 NKJV)  “And let them be ready for the third day. For on the third day the LORD will come down upon Mount Sinai in 
the sight of all the people. 

 
Return to this Mount / Place sick Of – Reminded Failure – Thought Forsaken / Now Victory 
Verse 12 – on this mountain – God says you shall return to this very place.  The place maybe you were 
sick of, that you thought was forsaken, a place that reminded you of your failure in Egypt, but I will bring 
you back to this place, and it will be a place of victory for you, a place that you will remember that I have 
spoken to you at. 
 
 
 



Same Voice – Come Unto Me – Why Forsaken Me – It is Finished 
The voice that speaks here will be the same voice that will say come unto me all you who are heavy 
laden and I will give you rest.  The same voice that will say “My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken 
me?  It will be the same voice that will say it is done!.  It is the same voice that speaks to you, that speaks 
to me. 
 
God Still God who Interrupts Lives 
Beloved, God is still the God that will interrupt your life, and call you to turn aside, and will speak words of 
redemption to you. 
 
There is Burning Bush in Desert 
If you are in a desert experience right now in your life, take note rejoice because there is a burning bush 
in that desert 
 
 
 



Exodus 3:13-22 
God says, “I AM WHO I AM.” 

 
Paradise to Prison / Creation to Coffin  
In the book of Genesis we went form paradise to prison, as man would chose sin and break that perfect 
fellowship with God there in the garden.  Genesis would start with creation, and end with a coffin (the last 
verse in Genesis, the resultant of sin: 
(Genesis 1:1 NKJV)  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
 
(Genesis 50:26 NKJV)  So Joseph died, being one hundred and ten years old; and they embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in 
Egypt. 

 
1st Promise of Redemption / The Scarlet Thread 
As we studied through the book, we saw God’s first promise of Redemption there in 3:15, and thus we 
began to track the scarlet thread that runs through this whole Bible as it works it way to Jesus Christ our 
blessed hope: 
(Genesis 3:15 NKJV)  And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise 
your head, And you shall bruise His heel.” 
  
(John 1:29 NKJV)  The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin 
of the world! 

 
Exodus – Story of Redemption – The way Out / Lamb & Priesthood 
Now in Exodus we will see the focus of this put on “Redemption”, for Exodus means, “the way out”, and 
we will not only see God’s plan for providing a way out of the bondage of Egypt, but also we will see 
God’s plan for man’s way out of the bondage of sin and death, and how He will set His children at liberty 
from sin and death by the offering of Lamb (picture of Jesus), and the establishment of the priesthood 
(which Jesus will become our High Priest). 
 
Theme 
The theme of this book is God redeeming His children, He redeems Israel out of Egypt, calls them His 
people, gives the picture of Passover Lamb, God continues His plans for redeeming man: 
(Exodus 12:13 NKJV)  ‘Now the blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass 
over you; and the plague shall not be on you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 
 
(Exodus 6:6 NKJV)  “Therefore say to the children of Israel: ‘I am the LORD; I will bring you out from under the burdens of the 
Egyptians, I will rescue you from their bondage, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great judgments. 
(Exodus 6:7 NKJV)  ‘I will take you as My people, and I will be your God. Then you shall know that I am the LORD your God who 
brings you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. 
(Exodus 6:8 NKJV)  ‘And I will bring you into the land which I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; and I will give it to you as 
a heritage: I am the LORD.’” 
 
(Exodus 19:5 NKJV)  ‘Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to 
Me above all people; for all the earth is Mine. 
(Exodus 19:6 NKJV)  ‘And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words which you shall speak to 
the children of Israel.” 
 

Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
(Exodus 3:13 NKJV)  Then Moses said to God, “Indeed, when I come to the children of Israel and 
say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they say to me, ‘What is His 
name?’ what shall I say to them?” 
 
 
 



When they Ask / Never Did 
When they ask me Your name, when they ask to see if I really had an encounter with You, what shall I 
say.  Good question by Moses, even though we will see that they never do ask him this question.   
 
Moses asks for Communication / Name is more Intimate Communication 
Moses asks for communication – when you know someone’s name, you can communicate effectively with 
them, more intimately with them.  When you say my name, my ear naturally tunes into my name.   
 
1st Time Name Asked / God is Title 
This is the first time in the Scripture that a man asks God His name, all the way through Genesis and yet 
this is the first time.  God is not His name, it is His title.  His title could be/is Creator of the Universe, CEO 
of the Universe, President of the Universe, all of them being titles, just like God is, but God is not His 
name.  So God answers Him:  
 
(Exodus 3:14 NKJV)  And God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And He said, “Thus you shall say 
to the children of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’” 
 
God Honors Moses Request / Tetragrammaton / Unspeakable Name – Too Holy / Jehovah 
Verse 14 – “I AM WHO I AM.”  - God honors Moses’ desire to have that intimate understanding of who He 
is and reveals His name to Moses.  The “I AM” name is a “tetragrammaton” (meaning a word of 4 letters – 
all consonants), the unspeakable name of God, even to this day we really do not know how to pronounce 
His name.  All we know is the consonants YHVH, because they felt the name was too holy to even speak, 
they did not want to profane His name, so they left out the vows so man couldn’t.  We translate it 
JEHOVAH or also YAHWEH, which one is correct we have no idea, but “I AM” is His name.  When you 
see LORD, all capitals in your Bible, it is the “tetragrammaton”. 
 
Moses Knew Pronunciation / We Know Meaning – I AM – Eternal God 
Moses knew the pronunciation, but no one else does today.  We may not know how to pronounce it, but 
we do know what it means, I AM WHO I AM, the eternal God, past – present- future.  As proclaimed in 
Revelation: 
(Revelation 1:4 NKJV)  John, to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from Him who is and who was and 
who is to come, and from the seven Spirits who are before His throne, 

  
Not I Was or Will Be / Everything you Need NOW / Becoming One 
What a beautiful picture for us today, promise for us.  God didn’t say I Was or I Will BE, but He said I AM.  
I AM everything you need right here, and right now.  In the OT we have seen that a name revealed a 
nature, the nature of that person, and God is doing that here for Moses, for the Children of Israel, and for 
us.  The definition of this Hebrew word means to exist, be, become.  God is the “Becoming One” and He 
wants to become all we need.  If you are worried about your past sins, God will be the covering for them, 
and if your are worried about your future, God will be there before you are. 
Hayah, haw-yaw’; a prim.to exist, i.e. be or become, come to pass (always emphatic, and not a mere copula or auxiliary):--beacon, 
X altogether, be (-come, accomplished, committed, like), break, cause, come (to pass), continue, do. 

 
Difficulty Living in the NOW / God interested in Present Moment / Moses turned Aside Now 
We can have such difficulty living in the now, the moment, we get concerned, uptight, and anxious over 
the now.  God says I AM interested in the right now, I AM whatever you need in this present moment.  
God wants to deal with you right now at this present moment.  Is there something that is causing concern, 
a need, at this present moment, God says let me deal with it right now.  If you recall last weeks study, it 
was when Moses turned aside and the Lord saw that He turned aside, it was then the Lord spoke to 
Moses.  We spoke of how Moses could have said interesting, a burning bush, I’ll make a note of that and 
after I get done with my stuff I’ll come back and check it out, but rather Moses turned aside then, and God 
spoke to Him.  So too for us the Lord can be calling out to us and we say after this or after that, or 
tomorrow I’ll get with You.  But God is the I Am, and wants you to come to Him and deal with it now, for 
your sake.   
 
Turn Aside I AM here 
Not I WAS, I WILL, but I AM – turn aside I AM here. 



 
God Aware of Going on in Life / Knows Struggles – Job – Health – Fears / Carry not Alone 
God is so aware of what is going on in your life.  I know you are struggling with this job situation, your 
finances, your sin, your fears, your hopes, and He says come now, I AM here, come lets us talk about this 
now, don’t carry it for one more moment, come now and give it to Me. 
 
Holy Name of God / 24/7 before the Throne / Simple Definition – Creator – Created – Separate 
This Holy name of God, for God is Holy, in Revelation 4 we see for 24/7 the 4 living creatures proclaim 
His holiness.  Holiness means to be set apart, and God is Holy.  I like the simple definition of holiness; 
that which is God, and that which is not of God.  Only 2 things exist, the Creator, and those created.  
There is the Creator, and everything else is created – the angels, heaven and earth, the devil, and you 
and me.  That makes Him separated, set apart, Holy.  That makes Him – I AM THAT I AM.  I doubt our 
minds can really ever fully grasp all that this means, we may approach, but never fully arrive: 
(Revelation 4:8 NKJV)  The four living creatures, each having six wings, were full of eyes around and within. And they do not rest 
day or night, saying: “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, Who was and is and is to come!” 
(Revelation 4:9 NKJV)  Whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, who lives 
forever and ever, 
(Revelation 4:10 NKJV)  the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on the throne and worship Him who lives forever and 
ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying: 
(Revelation 4:11 NKJV)  “You are worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and honor and power; For You created all things, And by Your 
will they exist and were created.” 

 
Most Literal Translation / Compounding of Name 
I AM THAT I AM, and that is the most literal translation we can get of His name, the compounding of the 
word ‘hayah”.  We see also through the Scriptures the beautiful compounding of His name and who He is 
to us, and what He means to us: 
Genesis 22 – The Lord will Provide – Jehovah Jireh  
Exodus 15 – The Lord is Our Healer – Jehovah Rapha 
Exodus 17 – The Lord is Our Banner – Jehovah Nisse 
Judges 6 – The Lord is Our Peace – Jehovah Shalom 
Psalm 23 – The Lord is our Shepherd – Jehovah Ra 
Jeremiah 23 – The Lord is Our Righteousness – Jehovah Tsidkenu 
Ezekiel 48 – The Lord is the Ever Present One – Jehovah Shammah 
 
(Genesis 22:14 KJV)  And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovahjireh: as it is said to this day, In the mount of the LORD it 
shall be seen. 
(Genesis 22:14 NKJV)  And Abraham called the name of the place, The-LORD-Will-Provide; as it is said to this day, “In the Mount 
of The LORD it shall be provided.” 
 
(Exodus 15:26 KJV)  And said, If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the LORD thy God, and wilt do that which is right in his 
sight, and wilt give ear to his commandments, and keep all his statutes, I will put none of these diseases upon thee, which I have 
brought upon the Egyptians: for I am the LORD that healeth thee. 
(Exodus 15:26 NKJV)  and said, “If you diligently heed the voice of the LORD your God and do what is right in His sight, give ear to 
His commandments and keep all His statutes, I will put none of the diseases on you which I have brought on the Egyptians. For I 
am the LORD who heals you.” 
 
(Exodus 17:15 KJV)  And Moses built an altar, and called the name of it Jehovahnissi: 
(Exodus 17:15 NKJV)  And Moses built an altar and called its name, The-LORD-Is-My-Banner; 
 
(Judges 6:24 KJV)  Then Gideon built an altar there unto the LORD, and called it Jehovahshalom: unto this day it is yet in Ophrah 
of the Abiezrites. 
(Judges 6:24 NKJV)  So Gideon built an altar there to the LORD, and called it The-LORD-Is-Peace. To this day it is still in Ophrah 
of the Abiezrites. 

 
(Psalms 23:1 KJV)  A Psalm of David. The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
 
(Jeremiah 23:6 KJV)  In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is his name whereby he shall be 
called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
(Jeremiah 23:6 NKJV)  In His days Judah will be saved, And Israel will dwell safely; Now this is His name by which He will be called: 
THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
 
(Ezekiel 48:35 KJV)  It was round about eighteen thousand measures: and the name of the city from that day shall be, The LORD is 
there. 



(Ezekiel 48:35 NKJV)  “All the way around shall be eighteen thousand cubits; and the name of the city from that day shall be: THE 
LORD Is THERE.” 

 
Angel appears to Mary / Jehoshua – Jesus / Became our Salvation 
And then the angels appeared to Mary and Joseph and said call His name “(i.e. Jehoshua)”, Jesus, for 
He shall save His people.  Jesus was all the above, but ultimately He became our salvation.  Jesus 
carries the “I AM” forward when He left the throne and came to be our salvation. 
(Matthew 1:20 NKJV)  But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, 
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spiri t. 
(Matthew 1:21 NKJV)  “And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their 
sins.” 
(Matthew 1:22 NKJV)  So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying: 
(Matthew 1:23 NKJV)  “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which is 
translated, “God with us.” 

 
I AM Statements of Jesus 
Jesus uses this I AM statement to show that He is God (the 7 I AM statements), and what He means to 
us: 
(John 6:35 KJV)  And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth 
on me shall never thirst. 
  
(John 8:12 KJV)  Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in 
darkness, but shall have the light of life. 
 
(John 10:7 KJV)  Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep. 
 
(John 10:11 KJV)  I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. 
 
(John 11:25 KJV)  Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall 
he live: 
 
(John 14:6 KJV)  Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. 
 
(John 15:1 KJV)  I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 

 
In the Garden / No he 
In John 18 when they came to get Jesus, Jesus declares His deity, in the original language the word “he” 
is not there, Jesus is clearly saying “I AM”. 
(John 18:4 KJV)  Jesus therefore, knowing all things that should come upon him, went forth, and said unto them, Whom seek ye? 
(John 18:5 KJV)  They answered him, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus saith unto them, I am (he). And Judas also, which betrayed him, 
stood with them. 
(John 18:6 KJV)  As soon then as he had said unto them, I am (he), they went backward, and fell to the ground. 
(John 18:7 KJV)  Then asked he them again, Whom seek ye? And they said, Jesus of Nazareth. 
(John 18:8 KJV)  Jesus answered, I have told you that I am (he): if therefore ye seek me, let these go their way: 

 
John 8 / Before Abraham Was – I AM 
Jesus said before Abraham was, I AM, and they wanted to stone Him for saying He is God: 
(John 8:58 KJV)  Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am. 
(John 8:59 KJV)  Then took they up stones to cast at him: but Jesus hid himself, and went out of the temple, going through the midst 
of them, and so passed by. 

 
How Incredible we Can sit – All Barriers Removed 
How incredible that we can sit with Him tonight, go home tonight and sit with Him, with all barriers 
removed so we can freely come into presence, because He has become our salvation. 
 
Phillip Show us the Father / What ever Person Craves / Not Something Give – Something I AM 
Phillip said to Jesus show us the Father and it will suffice, and Jesus said He who has seen Me, has seen 
the Father.  Phillip wanted to see the Father, that is truly what ever person craves, to see the Father (for 
that is how the Lord created us).  Jesus said to him you have seen the Great I AM.  So many people see 
Jesus as the Great I Give.  Lord give me strength, give me peace, give me health, give me something.  
But Jesus would say it is not something you are craving and need, but someone.  I AM your ________, 
and you fill in the blank.  It is not something I give to you, but something I AM for you, each step of the 



way, step by step, moment by moment.  The Lord says I don’t want you take something and go away, but 
to take Me and be with Me step by step, moment by moment, for I AM everything you need.   
(John 14:8 NKJV)  Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient for us.” 
(John 14:9 NKJV)  Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me 
has seen the Father; so how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 

 
Nobody Knows how to Pronounce – Moses / Because He asked 
As we have said previously, nobody knows how to pronounce the name of God, but Moses did.  How did 
Moses know the name of the Eternal God, the Great and Mighty God, the Creator of all that is seen and 
unseen…………………Moses asked.  You and I can know the name in a most personal intimate way, all 
we need to do is ask Him. 
 
(Exodus 3:15 NKJV)  Moreover God said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the children of Israel: 
‘The LORD God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has 
sent me to you. This is My name forever, and this is My memorial to all generations.’ 
 
Covenant still Stands 
God says make sure they know that the covenant I made with this fathers Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob still 
stands with them and Me. 
 
Memorial Forever 
Verse 15 – This is My name forever, and this is My memorial to all generations – And He still is the God 
of the children of Israel.   
 
(Exodus 3:16 NKJV)  “Go and gather the elders of Israel together, and say to them, ‘The LORD 
God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared to me, saying, “I have 
surely visited you and seen what is done to you in Egypt; 
 
God Visited – Not Blind to our Circumstances / I AM with You  - Never Alone 
Verse 16 – “I have surely visited you and seen what is done to you in Egypt; - God says I have visited 
you, I am not blind to what is happening in your life.  I AM, the God of now, and I AM here with you.  I AM 
the eternal God and I was there when you suffered pain, you never were alone. 
 
Lord Continually Visits / Respond to Bush that is Burning – You’ll See never Forsakes 
The Lord continually visits His people.  Respond now, respond to the bush that is burning, and you will 
see He still visits His people, that He never leaves us or forsakes: 
(Hebrews 13:5 NKJV)  Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. For He Himself has 
said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” 

 
And Lo I Am with You Always 
I read a story of a young college girl.  She was of oriental descent, her name was An Lo.  She had many 
of her friends witnessing to her but rejected them all, and became embittered towards all those that tried 
to witness to her, she went on to live a loose lifestyle.  Even in her lifestyle those witnessing would tell her 
that he was still waiting with arms open wide for her.  One Christmas when she came home, a gift from 
her mother who was a Christian, she got a Bible.  When her mother left the room, in anger, she tossed 
the Bible in the fireplace and let it burn.  Some time later she came back to the fire place, looked in to see 
a scorched book, unreadable at this point, except one page, Matthew 28.  She looked at that page and 
read, “and lo I am with you always, even to the end of the age”.  She bowed her heart right there and saw 
that he hadn’t forsaken her, and that He truly did stand with arms wide open for her, and she received 
Him as her Lord and Savior.  No matter how far you have gone, He is still before you with arms 
outstretched saying come to Me: 
(Matthew 28:19 NKJV)  “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, 
(Matthew 28:20 NKJV)  “teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the 
end of the age.” Amen. 

 



(Exodus 3:17 NKJV)  “and I have said I will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt to the land of 
the Canaanites and the Hittites and the Amorites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the 
Jebusites, to a land flowing with milk and honey.”’ 
(Exodus 3:18 NKJV)  “Then they will heed your voice; and you shall come, you and the elders of 
Israel, to the king of Egypt; and you shall say to him, ‘The LORD God of the Hebrews has met with 
us; and now, please, let us go three days’ journey into the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to the 
LORD our God.’ 
 
A Word to Stand On 
Verse 18 – Then they will heed your voice – God tells Moses they will listen.  How important for us to hold 
on to a word from the Lord when He speaks to us.  When the hard times come, when we may question 
why are we doing what we are doing for all seems so wrong, you go back to the word the Lord gave you, 
and say I chose to walk by faith not by what I am seeing, and although everything seems to be going 
wrong, I know you gave me a word and I will stand on it.  Moses will need this word from the Lord when 
the children of Israel turn against him and say why have you meddled, look what you have caused us, we 
now have to make bricks without straw, just leave us alone.  Moses will come back to this word of the 
Lord, God said they will listen, even though right now it doesn’t seem like they will.  I’ve seen too many 
Christians quit and leave their stand when hard times came, even though the Lord had given them a 
word, a promise from Him.  When I quit my job to go to Bible College the Lord gave me a clear word to 
go, and I can tell you when I got out of Bible college and was unemployed for 9 months, I needed to go 
back to that word and say although this is painful, I know I am right where God wants me, for I am here 
because He told me to go to Bible College.  I had plenty of well-meaning Christians saying do you think 
you were in the flesh, made a mistake by quitting your job; that could have gotten in my head had it not 
been there was no room for it because the word of the Lord quickly consumed it.  The same is true for 
this church, the Lord gave me a clear word, and when times are hard I come back to that word, and say I 
am exactly where the Lord wants me.  Christians, wait on the Lord, tarry with Him, turn aside and seek 
Him so He may give you that word to stand on when you are facing tough decisions or callings. 
 
3 days to Show heart of Pharaoh 
Why did God say 3 days and not total freedom?  I believe its purpose was to show how hard the heart of 
Pharaoh was, that after 400 years of slavery he would not even give them 3 days to worship the Lord.  I 
like that when God does that for me, when He confirms something.  After we make a hard decision, step 
out, and then in the midst of it He confirms it.   
 
Pharaoh hard Heart 
God goes on to say in verse 19, you’ll ask, but he won’t agree 
 
(Exodus 3:19 NKJV)  “But I am sure that the king of Egypt will not let you go, no, not even by a 
mighty hand. 
(Exodus 3:20 NKJV)  “So I will stretch out My hand and strike Egypt with all My wonders which I 
will do in its midst; and after that he will let you go. 
(Exodus 3:21 NKJV)  “And I will give this people favor in the sight of the Egyptians; and it shall be, 
when you go, that you shall not go empty-handed. 
(Exodus 3:22 NKJV)  “But every woman shall ask of her neighbor, namely, of her who dwells near 
her house, articles of silver, articles of gold, and clothing; and you shall put them on your sons 
and on your daughters. So you shall plunder the Egyptians.” 
 
Back Wages 
This gold and gifts will not compare to the back wages owed to them. 
 
He Still gives Gifts Today 
When you go, you will go with great gifts.  This is an OT picture of a NT promise.  When Israel leaves 
Egypt (which a picture of the world), when they are released and free from their bondage, they will 
receive gifts.  Well what does Ephesians 4 say, when we are released from the grip of sin and this world, 
we too will receive gifts.  A beautiful parallel for us.   
(Ephesians 4:7 NKJV)  But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 



(Ephesians 4:8 NKJV)  Therefore He says: “When He ascended on high, He led captivity captive, And gave gifts to men.” 

 



Exodus 4 

Tools for Ministry (4:1-9) 
 
Paradise to Prison / Creation to Coffin  
In the book of Genesis we went form paradise to prison, as man would chose sin and break that perfect 
fellowship with God there in the garden.  Genesis would start with creation, and end with a coffin (the last 
verse in Genesis, the resultant of sin: 
(Genesis 1:1 NKJV)  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
 
(Genesis 50:26 NKJV)  So Joseph died, being one hundred and ten years old; and they embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in 
Egypt. 

 
1st Promise of Redemption / The Scarlet Thread 
As we studied through the book, we saw God’s first promise of Redemption there in 3:15, and thus we 
began to track the scarlet thread that runs through this whole Bible as it works it way to Jesus Christ our 
blessed hope: 
(Genesis 3:15 NKJV)  And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise 
your head, And you shall bruise His heel.” 
  
(John 1:29 NKJV)  The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin 
of the world! 

 
Exodus – Story of Redemption – The way Out / Lamb & Priesthood 
Now in Exodus we will see the focus of this put on “Redemption”, for Exodus means, “the way out”, and 
we will not only see God’s plan for providing a way out of the bondage of Egypt, but also we will see 
God’s plan for man’s way out of the bondage of sin and death, and how He will set His children at liberty 
from sin and death by the offering of Lamb (picture of Jesus), and the establishment of the priesthood 
(which Jesus will become our High Priest). 
 
Theme 
The theme of this book is God redeeming His children, He redeems Israel out of Egypt, calls them His 
people, gives the picture of Passover Lamb, God continues His plans for redeeming man: 
(Exodus 12:13 NKJV)  ‘Now the blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass 
over you; and the plague shall not be on you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 
 
(Exodus 6:6 NKJV)  “Therefore say to the children of Israel: ‘I am the LORD; I will bring you out from under the burdens of the 
Egyptians, I will rescue you from their bondage, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great judgments. 
(Exodus 6:7 NKJV)  ‘I will take you as My people, and I will be your God. Then you shall know that I am the LORD your God who 
brings you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. 
(Exodus 6:8 NKJV)  ‘And I will bring you into the land which I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; and I will give it to you as 
a heritage: I am the LORD.’” 
 
(Exodus 19:5 NKJV)  ‘Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to 
Me above all people; for all the earth is Mine. 
(Exodus 19:6 NKJV)  ‘And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words which you shall speak to 
the children of Israel.” 
 

Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
Recap 
Moses is now 80, and the last 40 of those years have been spent on the back side of the desert tending 
to sheep.  But this particular day is different from the others, for what may have started as just another 
day of work, carrying the rod that seemed so familiar in his hand will be anything but ordinary.  As we 
studied in chapter 3 Moses turns aside to see the bush that burns yet is not consumed and he comes 
face to face with God.  Moses on this day will be the first and one of the few to know God’s name, “I AM 



THAT I AM”, the “Becoming One”, the God that will become all that we need.  And now on this day He 
says, Moses I am sending you back to Egypt, this time in My power, to lead My people out of their 
bondage, for I have heard their cries, and have stored every one of their tears in a bottle.  So we pick up 
here: 
 
(Exodus 4:1 NKJV)  Then Moses answered and said, “But suppose they will not believe me or 
listen to my voice; suppose they say, ‘The LORD has not appeared to you.’” 
 
Beginning of Moses Questioning / Gentle – Angry 
Now God had just told Moses back in 3:18 that they will heed your voice, but Moses questions the Lord 
Word.  This is the beginning of several questionings, even to the point we will see the Lord get angry with 
Moses.  We will see in verse 2-9 the gentleness and patience of the Lord as the Lord gives Moses 
confirmation, but then in verse 14 after Moses questions again, the Lord gets angry with Moses. 
 
Application – Word Non-negotiable / Word into Action 
Application for us?  God’s Word to us is non-negotiable.  His Word to us is not suggestions, but 
commandments, and He expects us to be faithful to the Word He has spoken to us.  He expects us to put 
that word into action, translate it from thoughts into actions, to be doers of the Word we hear from God 
(James 1:22).  Am I saying that God can become angry with us, yes, for He is the same yesterday, today, 
and forever (Mal 3:6 / Heb 13:8).  His anger comes because He hates to see how we rob ourselves by 
not believing His word, that all that He has for us, is good, and eye has not seen nor ear heard all the 
great things He has for us: 
(James 1:22 NKJV)  But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 
 
(1 Corinthians 2:9 NKJV)  But as it is written: “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered into the heart of man The things 
which God has prepared for those who love Him.” 
(1 Corinthians 2:10 NKJV)  But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep 
things of God. 

 
(Exodus 4:2 NKJV)  So the LORD said to him, “What is that in your hand?” He said, “A rod.” 
(Exodus 4:3 NKJV)  And He said, “Cast it on the ground.” So he cast it on the ground, and it 
became a serpent; and Moses fled from it. 
 
Deliver Runs 
Here is the deliver of Israel running from a snake; Moses is quite the deliverer at this moment. 
 
(Exodus 4:4 NKJV)  Then the LORD said to Moses, “Reach out your hand and take it by the tail” 
(and he reached out his hand and caught it, and it became a rod in his hand), 
(Exodus 4:5 NKJV)  “that they may believe that the LORD God of their fathers, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has appeared to you.” 
(Exodus 4:6 NKJV)  Furthermore the LORD said to him, “Now put your hand in your bosom.” And 
he put his hand in his bosom, and when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous, like snow. 
(Exodus 4:7 NKJV)  And He said, “Put your hand in your bosom again.” So he put his hand in his 
bosom again, and drew it out of his bosom, and behold, it was restored like his other flesh. 
(Exodus 4:8 NKJV)  “Then it will be, if they do not believe you, nor heed the message of the first 
sign, that they may believe the message of the latter sign. 
(Exodus 4:9 NKJV)  “And it shall be, if they do not believe even these two signs, or listen to your 
voice, that you shall take water from the river and pour it on the dry land. And the water which you 
take from the river will become blood on the dry land.” 
 
God shows His Abilities / Tools for Use 
Moses questions his own ability, and God shows Moses His ability and power to work through Moses.  
How important it is for us to see God’s ability, and how important for us to see that God gives His abilities 
to us as tools for use in the ministry. 
 
We may say God won’t Use Me / Important to see Tools God Gives 



We may say God won’t use me, I can’t lead my family, I can’t teach Sunday School, I can’t minister in the 
community, or what could I possibly do in the church?  How important we look to see what ministry tools 
God has given us, what abilities of His He offers to us to use in the ministry.  God shows Moses 3 before 
He sends Moses to start his ministry, and all examples for us. 
 
(Exodus 4:2 NKJV)  So the LORD said to him, “What is that in your hand?” He said, “A rod.” 
(Exodus 4:3 NKJV)  And He said, “Cast it on the ground.” So he cast it on the ground, and it 
became a serpent; and Moses fled from it. 
 
What’s in Your Hand / God Knew – Moses Didn’t Power In Hand / David – Matthew 
First He says to Moses, what is that in your hand.  God wasn’t asking because He didn’t know, He ask 
because Moses didn’t know what it was.  Moses didn’t know the power of what was in His hand when 
God chose to use it for His glory.  What’s that in your hand Moses, lets go talk to the Pharaoh.  What’s 
that in your hand David, a sling, good I’ll use that, lets go kill a giant.  What is that in your hand Matthew, 
a pen, good I’ll use that, write this down.  And so does the Lord say to us today, what is that in your hand, 
good I’ll use that. 
 
First to Look – the Common Things – Not Complex 
The first thing to think of when we ask what I can do for the Lord is to look at what is in our hand.  God will 
use the most common things, yet how often we think it is something complicated.  Start with what is in 
your hand. 
 
Some Don’t Want To / Examine Self / Some Don’t Realize how Bless Others 
Some people don’t want to use what is in their hand for they say I already do that all day, I don’t feel like 
doing it when I get home.  Can I ask you to examine yourself, ask your self, will I do that for me, to pay my 
mortgage, to buy the things for myself, but you won’t do it for the Lord, to build the kingdom, to provide for 
His people.  On the other side, step back and look, for so many people are just blessing and ministering 
to others with what is in their hand, what is so common and familiar to them, they don’t realize how many 
people they are blessings.  I think that is more common than we think.  How many times someone tells 
me I just wish the Lord would use me to bless others.  I say are you kidding me, do you have any idea 
what a blessing you are to me, do you realize when you do this or do that how much a blessing it is to 
someone.  When you say hello to the stranger, when you listen to the heartbroken, when you play that 
instrument, sweep that floor, fix that car, direct them to the right place, do you realize what a blessing that 
is to others. 
 
Throw it Down / Moses no Idea Snake – Part a Sea 
Notice however, the Lord says throw it down Moses.  When we do use what is in our hand, how important 
that we don’t trust what is in our hand.  Yes it is a gift from the Lord, but we must not trust in it.  We must 
have ourselves open to what God will do with it.  Moses had no idea that a stick could turn into a snake, 
and he would have never known had he not thrown it down.  He may have said, hmm ok I can use this to 
smack Pharaoh on the head, fight off some soldiers, maybe put a flag on it and hold it over my head so 
people will know where to follow.  He would have never known or thought that it could turn into a snake, 
turn water into blood, or when he held it outstretched part a sea.   
 
Mexico Mission Trip 
I remember organizing my first mission trip, I was in Bible College, so as a good project manager that I 
was previously in the business world, I did what I thought I should do, go find good recruits with lots of 
talents and put a team/group together.  Wouldn’t you know that every ‘top” recruit (so I thought) said no, 
or said yes then later came back and said no.  So here I am with nothing, and then I had to throw it down 
and say it is yours Lord.  What does the Lord want to do?  He brings me 2 people who spoke perfect 
Spanish for translators, He brought the school cook (always a blessing on a mission trip – organized all of 
ours meals and the food needed to make the trip), He bought me a mechanic who could drive the truck 
(rainy season in Mexico – always in 4 wheel drive), He brought me people who loved Jesus Christ, and 
loved people.  I could never have picked a better, actually I tried and failed.   
 
Ireland – Autopilot / Don’t trust in What is Easy  



When I organized the 5 Ireland mission trips, by year 2 I had everything set.  God had given me the gift of 
administration, the gift of organization, and I was able to put together smooth running mission trips.  By 
year 2 I had my spreadsheets, checklist, point of contacts, activities to do there in the mission field; it was 
basically set on auto-pilot.  The Lord showed me clearly, don’t trust what is so easy for you, what seems 
to now come naturally, what seems to work so well, because what and how I worked last year doesn’t 
mean that is what and how I want to work this time.  So every year I had to throw down what was in my 
hand to see what the Lord wanted it to become.  It caused me to continually seek Him in prayer looking 
for His leading and guiding.  Year 2, I said ok basketball worked well, but Lord is there more you want to 
down (throw it down and show me what you want it to become), and He laid it on my heart to have a 
coffee house for the youth.  Wouldn’t ya know the next day I got an email from Ireland, and I guy said I 
heard you are coming, if you are interested I have a building you can use as a coffeehouse.  By weeks 
ends we would have 50-60 kids a day coming through the coffeehouse. 
 
(Exodus 4:4 NKJV)  Then the LORD said to Moses, “Reach out your hand and take it by the tail” 
(and he reached out his hand and caught it, and it became a rod in his hand), 
(Exodus 4:5 NKJV)  “that they may believe that the LORD God of their fathers, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has appeared to you.” 
 
Pick-up by Tail / Wrong Place Lord / Never the Head – but Tail / Not Consuming – Burnout 
Moses throws it down, and God says pick it up by the tail.  Wait a minute Lord, don’t you know that you 
are not to pick snakes up by the tail or else they will turn on you and bite you.  Pick the snake up by the 
back of the head.  No the Lord has it right here, His point is clear.  We must be careful that the ministry is 
never the head of our life, that it is tail – we need to handle the ministry from the tail – God will see to it 
that it doesn’t bite us.  A person can get so into ministry that it consumes them, it become the head of 
their life.  Ministry is fellowshipping with the Lord, and God never intends for it to become so much in our 
life that are serving the ministry rather than the Lord.  I have seen too many people let this happen to 
them that they become bitter and frustrated, and then burnout.   
 
Sometimes Throw Down – Pick-up When Lord Says To / God more Interested in Minister 
Sometimes we have to throw a ministry down, and not pick it back up until the Lord tells us to.  And when 
we do, we do it by the tail so it is in the proper perspective in our lives.  God is always more interested in 
the minister than in the ministry.  There is a time to throw it down and just spend time at the burning bush. 
 
(Exodus 4:6 NKJV)  Furthermore the LORD said to him, “Now put your hand in your bosom.” And 
he put his hand in his bosom, and when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous, like snow. 
(Exodus 4:7 NKJV)  And He said, “Put your hand in your bosom again.” So he put his hand in his 
bosom again, and drew it out of his bosom, and behold, it was restored like his other flesh. 
(Exodus 4:8 NKJV)  “Then it will be, if they do not believe you, nor heed the message of the first 
sign, that they may believe the message of the latter sign. 
 
2nd Tool / Testimony / Past Failures – God’s Restoration / Tell Testimony Often 
The second tool for ministry the Lord shows Moses is his testimony.  Leprosy throughout the Bible is a 
picture of sin, and here is Moses the murderer, the man of pride who 40 years ago said, “here I am to 
save the day” (remember Mighty Mouse).  Moses past failures will not keep him from being used by the 
Lord, in fact God will use Moses past as testimony of a God who wipes away the past and brings 
restoration.  Notice his hand moves across his heart, a picture of a changed heart.  Your testimony is a 
powerful tool in witnessing to people, tell it and share it as often as you possible can. 
 
Moses Honest / Be Real 
I am blessed by the honesty of Moses: remind you he is recording this account and he doesn’t leave out 
any of the details.  I would have left out the parts about the Lord getting angry because I wouldn’t listen.  I 
would have left out the part of me running from the snake, but Moses doesn’t he puts it all out there for all 
to read.  The great deliverer brings us comfort in that we don’t have to be a super-saint.  I believe one of 
Satan’s greatest weapons he uses against Christians is the super-saint mentality.  We know that we 
aren’t, and we know that if we share how we are just a failure that our witness is useless – not so.  People 



need to see that we are real, and then we become relatable, and then the door is open to share that God 
sees us as a work in process, so get saved now so He can start working!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
(Exodus 4:9 NKJV)  “And it shall be, if they do not believe even these two signs, or listen to your 
voice, that you shall take water from the river and pour it on the dry land. And the water which you 
take from the river will become blood on the dry land.” 
 
3rdly Blood / Worshipped the Nile / Thing Trust is Deceiving Them 
Thirdly God uses the water and the blood.  The Egyptian people worshipped the Nile River because it 
sustained them, gave them life, and brought them comfort.  God say Moses go to them and show them 
what they think is life will bring death.  Moses tell them what they are trusting in is deceiving them, for the 
life is in the blood: 
(Leviticus 17:11 NKJV)  ‘For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you upon the altar to make atonement for your 
souls; for it is the blood that makes atonement for the soul.’ 

 
Christian Don’t be Afraid tell Them / Way that Seems Right 
Christian don’t be afraid to tell people the truth, that what they are trusting in ultimately will fail them, and 
they will see death.  There is a way that seems right to a man, but it will lead to death: 
(Proverbs 14:12 NKJV)  There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death. 
 
(Romans 6:23 NKJV)  For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
The Law – Spurgeon / Schoolmaster  
We can never “water” it down, or lighten it up, we must give them the truth.  Charles Spurgeon said the 
Law is not to make men saints, but to make them sinners: 
(Galatians 3:24 NKJV)  Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith. 

 
Use Gifting – Testimony – But Only Blood bring Salvation / Steer Conversation / Get to Root 
We can use our gifting, of what is in our hand.  We can tell them our testimony, but it is the blood that will 
bring salvation, and that is what they need to hear.  As we engage people in conversation about the Lord, 
we need to steer the conversation to the blood, the Cross of Christ.  There are a lot of people who have 
great gifting and talents, they bless people, but they never come to the root of the issue, of sin and death, 
the blood and the Lamb, the Savior and the Cross.   
 
Need is to be Born-Again 
Their need is salvation, they need to be born-again, and that can only happen there at the cross: 
(John 3:3 NKJV)  Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.” 

 
Boldness in the Messaage 
You will need boldness, you will need power, and the Apostle Paul tells us the power will come when we 
share, because the very message of the cross is powerful, so as we share it power will come over us: 
(Romans 1:15 NKJV)  So, as much as is in me, I am ready to preach the gospel to you who are in Rome also. 
(Romans 1:16 NKJV)  For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who 
believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. 

 
 
 



Moses Questions his Calling:  
4:10-31 

Paradise to Prison / Creation to Coffin  
In the book of Genesis we went form paradise to prison, as man would chose sin and break that perfect 
fellowship with God there in the garden.  Genesis would start with creation, and end with a coffin (the last 
verse in Genesis, the resultant of sin: 
(Genesis 1:1 NKJV)  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
 
(Genesis 50:26 NKJV)  So Joseph died, being one hundred and ten years old; and they embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in 
Egypt. 

 
1st Promise of Redemption / The Scarlet Thread 
As we studied through the book, we saw God’s first promise of Redemption there in 3:15, and thus we 
began to track the scarlet thread that runs through this whole Bible as it works it way to Jesus Christ our 
blessed hope: 
(Genesis 3:15 NKJV)  And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise 
your head, And you shall bruise His heel.” 
  
(John 1:29 NKJV)  The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin 
of the world! 

 
Exodus – Story of Redemption – The way Out / Lamb & Priesthood 
Now in Exodus we will see the focus of this put on “Redemption”, for Exodus means, “the way out”, and 
we will not only see God’s plan for providing a way out of the bondage of Egypt, but also we will see 
God’s plan for man’s way out of the bondage of sin and death, and how He will set His children at liberty 
from sin and death by the offering of Lamb (picture of Jesus), and the establishment of the priesthood 
(which Jesus will become our High Priest). 
 
Theme 
The theme of this book is God redeeming His children, He redeems Israel out of Egypt, calls them His 
people, gives the picture of Passover Lamb, God continues His plans for redeeming man: 
(Exodus 12:13 NKJV)  ‘Now the blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass 
over you; and the plague shall not be on you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 
 
(Exodus 6:6 NKJV)  “Therefore say to the children of Israel: ‘I am the LORD; I will bring you out from under the burdens of the 
Egyptians, I will rescue you from their bondage, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great judgments. 
(Exodus 6:7 NKJV)  ‘I will take you as My people, and I will be your God. Then you shall know that I am the LORD your God who 
brings you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. 
(Exodus 6:8 NKJV)  ‘And I will bring you into the land which I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; and I will give it to you as 
a heritage: I am the LORD.’” 
 
(Exodus 19:5 NKJV)  ‘Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to 
Me above all people; for all the earth is Mine. 
(Exodus 19:6 NKJV)  ‘And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words which you shall speak to 
the children of Israel.” 
 

Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
Recap 
Moses is now 80, and the last 40 of those years have been spent on the back side of the desert tending 
to sheep.  But this particular day is different from the others, for what may have started as just another 
day of work, carrying the rod that seemed so familiar in his hand will be anything but ordinary.  As we 
studied in chapter 3 Moses turns aside to see the bush that burns yet is not consumed and he comes 
face to face with God.  Moses on this day will be the first and one of the few to know God’s name, “I AM 
THAT I AM”, the “Becoming One”, the God that will become all that we need.  And now on this day He 



says, Moses I am sending you back to Egypt, this time in My power, to lead My people out of their 
bondage, for I have heard their cries, and have stored every one of their tears in a bottle.  God gave 
Moses 3 signs of His power being with Moses, as Moses rod was turned into a snake, as Moses hand 
would turn leprosy than healthy again, and then the water turning into blood; all 3 of them being signs for 
all of us for the ministry (see last study):  So……….. 
 
(Exodus 4:10 NKJV)  Then Moses said to the LORD, “O my Lord, I am not eloquent, neither before 
nor since You have spoken to Your servant; but I am slow of speech and slow of tongue.” 
(Exodus 4:11 NKJV)  So the LORD said to him, “Who has made man’s mouth? Or who makes the 
mute, the deaf, the seeing, or the blind? Have not I, the LORD? 
(Exodus 4:12 NKJV)  “Now therefore, go, and I will be with your mouth and teach you what you 
shall say.” 
 
Speech Impediment / God Knows Weakness / Apostle Paul – Weak & Foolish 
It appears that Moses had some sort of speech impediment, but the Lord says “Moses I know that, who 
do you think made your mouth”.  The Lord is saying Moses I know your strengths and weakness.  The 
Apostle Paul also said he didn’t come in the excellence of speech, nor in what man considers power, all 
so that all glory goes to the Lord: 
(1 Corinthians 2:1 NKJV)  And I, brethren, when I came to you, did not come with excellence of speech or of wisdom declaring to 
you the testimony of God. 
(1 Corinthians 2:2 NKJV)  For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.  
(1 Corinthians 2:3 NKJV)  I was with you in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling. 
(1 Corinthians 2:4 NKJV)  And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 
(1 Corinthians 2:5 NKJV)  that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.  
 
(1 Corinthians 1:27 NKJV)  But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the 
weak things of the world to put to shame the things which are mighty; 
(1 Corinthians 1:28 NKJV)  and the base things of the world and the things which are despised God has chosen, and the things 
which are not, to bring to nothing the things that are, 
(1 Corinthians 1:29 NKJV)  that no flesh should glory in His presence. 

 
Pastor Chuck – Masterpiece 
I like how Pastor Chuck puts it.  If you had a Picasso or a Rembrandt, you would not put a picture frame 
around it with twirling and strobe lightings, it would not be made of multi-million dollar gems and gold, 
because you would not want anything to distract from the art piece itself.  Likewise if you had surgery, 
after it was over you wouldn’t run up to the scalpel and say “oh scalpel you are so wonderful, so gifted, no 
you would go to the surgeon, not the instrument to thank.  So too God uses the weak and foolish things to 
confound the wise. 
 
Spurgeon – Grammar 
The key is to use the gifts you have.  A woman went up to Charles Spurgeon after one of his teachings 
and said sir do you know that you made 18 grammatical mistakes in your teaching tonight.  Spurgeon 
said madam I am using all the grammatical knowledge that I do have for the Lord, what are you doing 
with all of your grammatical knowledge. 
 
(Exodus 4:13 NKJV)  But he said, “O my Lord, please send by the hand of whomever else You may 
send.” 
 
Super D / Pick Someone Else 
Moses says pick someone else, whereas 40 years prior he jumps out in his superhero’s outfit with the big 
“D” on the front, and now here he is pick someone else.  So many people want the Lord to pick someone 
else, but as we will see, when He picks you, He knew what He was doing. 
 
(Exodus 4:14 NKJV)  So the anger of the LORD was kindled against Moses, and He said: “Is not 
Aaron the Levite your brother? I know that he can speak well. And look, he is also coming out to 
meet you. When he sees you, he will be glad in his heart. 
 



Lord Angry / Not on a Shelf / Calling Irrevocable  
Notice the Lord is angry with Moses, catch that if you say pick someone else Lord and walk away.  But 
notice the Lord doesn’t put him on a shelf.  The gifts and calling of God are irrevocable.  No matter how 
many times you have said no, or if maybe you have walked away from a calling, the calling is still waiting 
for you today.  God will never put you on a shelf, so don’t you put yourself on a shelf. 
(Romans 11:29 NKJV)  For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 

 
Aaron another Miracle / God always Working 
If Moses needed any more miracles here is another one.  Did you ever consider Moses is days away from 
Egypt, yet somehow Aarons is able to sneak out of Egypt, miss days of work, and come to Moses.  Or I 
wonder if the Lord had spoken to Aaron and laid it on his heart to go see Moses.  Whatever the case we 
so often think we are all alone in something, and we don’t even know that God is working in ways we 
have no idea of. 
 
(Exodus 4:15 NKJV)  “Now you shall speak to him and put the words in his mouth. And I will be 
with your mouth and with his mouth, and I will teach you what you shall do. 
(Exodus 4:16 NKJV)  “So he shall be your spokesman to the people. And he himself shall be as a 
mouth for you, and you shall be to him as God. 
(Exodus 4:17 NKJV)  “And you shall take this rod in your hand, with which you shall do the 
signs.” 
(Exodus 4:18 NKJV)  So Moses went and returned to Jethro his father-in-law, and said to him, 
“Please let me go and return to my brethren who are in Egypt, and see whether they are still 
alive.” And Jethro said to Moses, “Go in peace.” 
 
Moses Asks Permission / Old – Young in Room 
Moses is 80 years old but he is asking permission, a beautiful picture of the younger respecting the elder.  
Abe Lincoln said when an older man and a younger man are in a room together, the older man should 
never mention it, and the younger man should never forget.  Even if the younger is greater in rank, he 
should honor the elders years respectfully. 
 
Moses Leaves out Burning Bush Event 
Funny, take a close look here, Moses says I want to go see if my brethren are alive.  He totally leaves out 
the part about the burning bush, the rod to snake, the leprous hand, the water to blood, just leaves it out.  
Think Moses is afraid the Father-in-Law will think he has lost it.  Moses is no different than us, these Bible 
guys are people just like us.  Man if I talk too much about Jesus my family is going to think I flipped.  If I 
tell them that God spoke to me, they are going to be, ohh really, I’m sure He did. Moses skips the whole 
burning bush thing.  
 
(Exodus 4:19 NKJV)  And the LORD said to Moses in Midian, “Go, return to Egypt; for all the men 
who sought your life are dead.” 
 
Moses worries – God Assures 
Moses no doubt worried that those who sought his life would be waiting for him when he returns, but the 
Lord gives him assurance that he need not worry about it.  No man, government, or program can stop the 
works of God in your life, only you can by willfully disobeying.  The Lord assures Moses, no one will touch 
you. 
 
(Exodus 4:20 NKJV)  Then Moses took his wife and his sons and set them on a donkey, and he 
returned to the land of Egypt. And Moses took the rod of God in his hand. 
(Exodus 4:21 NKJV)  And the LORD said to Moses, “When you go back to Egypt, see that you do 
all those wonders before Pharaoh which I have put in your hand. But I will harden his heart, so 
that he will not let the people go. 
 
Moses Keeps testing the Staff 
I am figuring that if Moses is like me, then as he walks to Egypt with that rod in his hand he is wondering if 
it is going to work again, if when he goes to throw it down on the marble floor in the palace, it will just go 



clank-clank.  If it was me I’d probably keep testing it all the way through the desert to see if it is going to 
work again. 
 
God Hardens 14 – Pharaoh 7 / God affirms Free-will 
The question is often asked how could God harden Pharaoh’s heart, and thus violate his free-will, and 
bringing judgment upon him.  It is important to note that 14 times we will read that God hardened 
Pharaoh’s heart, but we will see that 7 times Pharaoh hardened his heart.  We have to take the whole 
counsel of Scriptures and we know from them that God honors every man’s free-will, and He will never 
violate man’s free-will, so here in this story it is God confirming/affirming the hard heart of Pharaoh.  
 
Hard Heart Dangerous Place / Blaspheme of Holy Spirit 
When we share with others, we need to share with them that it is a dangerous place to continually harden 
your heart to the Lord.  To continually push away anything that has to do with the Lord, for the Lord will 
honor your free-will, and someday their heart will be so hard they will not be capable of making a decision 
for the Lord, it ends with what is called the blaspheme of the Holy Spirit, which is the continual rejection of 
the Holy Spirit testifying to a person that they are a sinner separated from God and need a Savior, and 
that Savior is Jesus the Christ.  Three times in Hebrews God warns about hardening your heart and not 
being able to come into his rest.  A hard heart will always keep a person in unrest: 
(Hebrews 3:8 NKJV)  Do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion, In the day of trial in the wilderness, 
 
(Hebrews 3:15 NKJV)  while it is said: “Today, if you will hear His voice, Do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.” 
 
(Hebrews 4:7 NKJV)  again He designates a certain day, saying in David, “Today,” after such a long time, as it has been said: 
“Today, if you will hear His voice, Do not harden your hearts.” 

 
(Exodus 4:22 NKJV)  “Then you shall say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus says the LORD: “Israel is My son, My 
firstborn. 
(Exodus 4:23 NKJV)  “So I say to you, let My son go that he may serve Me. But if you refuse to let 
him go, indeed I will kill your son, your firstborn.”’ “ 
 
Lord Looking after His Kids 
God says tell Pharaoh that if you harm my children, I will come and harm yours.   We see the Lord is not a 
distant far away God, but the God that is here now looking after His children.  Satan can’t touch you, 
unless the Lord allows it, part of your spiritual training to grow you stronger in the Lord.  But nobody can 
touch His anointed and get away with it. 
 
(Exodus 4:24 NKJV)  And it came to pass on the way, at the encampment, that the LORD met him 
and sought to kill him. 
(Exodus 4:25 NKJV)  Then Zipporah took a sharp stone and cut off the foreskin of her son and 
cast it at Moses’ feet, and said, “Surely you are a husband of blood to me!” 
(Exodus 4:26 NKJV)  So He let him go. Then she said, “You are a husband of blood!”; because of 
the circumcision. 
 
Moses – Deliver not Obedient 
So we see that Moses’ own son wasn’t circumcised.  The one who was to deliver the children of Israel, 
didn’t even take care of the things in his own home.  If things are not right in your home, they won’t be 
right anywhere else.  Our ministry is to first be in our homes to our families.  Moses wife ends up 
performing the circumcision – men don’t leave your wife taking care of the spiritual things that you should 
be doing.  Notice in genesis 17 that any Hebrew not circumcised would be cut-off from the people: 
(Genesis 17:9 NKJV)  And God said to Abraham: “As for you, you shall keep My covenant, you and your descendants after you 
throughout their generations. 
(Genesis 17:10 NKJV)  “This is My covenant which you shall keep, between Me and you and your descendants after you: Every 
male child among you shall be circumcised; 
(Genesis 17:11 NKJV)  “and you shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between 
Me and you. 
(Genesis 17:12 NKJV)  “He who is eight days old among you shall be circumcised, every male child in your generations, he who is 
born in your house or bought with money from any foreigner who is not your descendant. 
(Genesis 17:13 NKJV)  “He who is born in your house and he who is bought with your money must be circumcised, and My 
covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant. 



(Genesis 17:14 NKJV)  “And the uncircumcised male child, who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin, that person shall be 
cut off from his people; he has broken My covenant.” 

 
Duet 6 / Teach Your Kids 
Genesis 17 was the Word of God, and Moses was responsible for seeing the Word carried out in His 
home, to ensure application of that Word.  It is the same today whether it is sexual immorality, drinking, or 
loving thy neighbor, fathers are to teach the Word in the home, and see that it is carried out by every 
member of the family, starting with himself first.  Dad’s, Deuteronomy 6 commands us  teach oour 
children: 
(Deuteronomy 6:1 NKJV)  “Now this is the commandment, and these are the statutes and judgments which the LORD your God has 
commanded to teach you, that you may observe them in the land which you are crossing over to possess,  
(Deuteronomy 6:2 NKJV)  “that you may fear the LORD your God, to keep all His statutes and His commandments which I 
command you, you and your son and your grandson, all the days of your life, and that your days may be prolonged. 
(Deuteronomy 6:3 NKJV)  “Therefore hear, O Israel, and be careful to observe it, that it may be well with you, and that you may 
multiply greatly as the LORD God of your fathers has promised you; ‘a land flowing with milk and honey.’ 
(Deuteronomy 6:4 NKJV)  “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one! 
(Deuteronomy 6:5 NKJV)  “You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength. 
(Deuteronomy 6:6 NKJV)  “And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart. 
(Deuteronomy 6:7 NKJV)  “You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, 
when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. 
(Deuteronomy 6:8 NKJV)  “You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 
(Deuteronomy 6:9 NKJV)  “You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 

 
Greatest Ministry is Family / Exciting 
Many men I hear saying I wish I was in the ministry, I wish I was full-time, I wish I was a Pastor, let me tell 
you, you are, and there is no greater ministry than your family ministry.  There is nothing like watching 
your child take hold of a spiritual truth, to understand it, to apply, and then even share it with others.  The 
excitement and pride can’t be compared to any ministry you could be involved in.  Paul said I have no 
greater joy than to know my children walk in the truth, double that when its your own child: 
(3 John 1:4 NKJV)  I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth. 

 
Never too Late / Fathers are Pastors / God Ordained You – Calling Irrevocable  
I know that some men have never done it and now say it is too late, wrong, lie from the pit, it is never too 
late to lead your family spiritually.  I wish every husband and father saw themselves as pastors.  Maybe 
you feel ill-equipped, I can’t be this leader, hey look at our story here as God says hey Moses who gave 
you your mouth.  I ordained you to be the Pastor/Teacher of your home, to that child, and the gifts and 
calling of God are irrevocable.  
(Romans 11:29 NKJV)  For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 

 
Why Didn’t Moses Circumcise 
The question to consider is why Moses didn’t circumcise his son.   
 
Pre-Occupied with Occupation 
Was he pre-occupied with his occupation?  Men don’t get down the road of life and ask yourself why 
didn’t I deal with my child’s flesh when I had the chance.  Was the Overtime worth it, was the Ravens’ 
worth it, do you even remember that round of golf, was the better car, easier life worth it. 
 
Caught-up in Ministry 
Maybe he got caught up in his ministry and he overlooked his family too many times.  I know too many 
pastor’s kids who say my dad had time for everyone else but me, man don’t let that happen to you.  The 
ministry will happen, but take of your family ministry first.  Could you imagine if every parent raises their 
child up to know Him, and that child raises their child to know Him also.  Just think of the multiplication 
principle there.  You dads that say you wish you were in the ministry, you are! 
 
Mosses wife not into Circumcision / Men Afraid to Rock Boat – Will cost you Later 
Maybe, Moses wife wasn’t into it, she was a Midianite, not a Hebrew.  Zipporah’s father Jethro was a 
priest of Median and, he was one of the sons of Abraham’s second wife – Keturah.  Maybe she was 
against circumcision; she seems to be against it in this passage as she says to Moses you are a “bloody 
husband”.   Maybe she said that is a bloody thing, why would you do that to your child, isn’t that extreme.  



Too many men are afraid to stand up and lead their homes (in accordance to what the Word says) 
because they don’t want to upset their wives.  Men, as easy as it may seem at the moment, in the end it 
will cost you more when your child goes into things and places that are destructive to them.  
 
Joshua – Me and My House 
Joshua said as for me and my house, we choose to serve the Lord.  It wasn’t, after consulting my wife we 
have decided to serve the Lord.  Joshua said as for me and my family: 
(Joshua 24:15 NKJV)  “And if it seems evil to you to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether 
the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. 
But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.” 

 
Woman want a Spiritual Leader 
Men let me share a deep spiritual truth, woman want their man to be a spiritual leader.  They want to be 
married to a man of God, they even find it attractive.  I am by no means talking about being a macho-
man, or chauvinistic man, but truly a godly man, a leader who will lay his life down for their wife and kids, 
and lead them in the ways of the Lord. 
 
Word must be in Heart / Share what you Learn 
Men if you are going to lead, the Word has to be in your heart, Deuteronomy 6.  Take what you are 
learning and share it with your kids, whatever you studied that morning, share it with you kids.  Take life’s 
events and use them to lead your child into spiritual conversations that will lead them into spiritual truths. 
 
Singles / Young Couples 
You singles and young couples without kids, settle in on these things now, make them non-negotiable.  
Single woman look for a leadership, don’t settle for less.  Couples talk and agree on these principles.  
Woman let him know that is what you want, and young men, dedicate yourself to being that. 
 
(Exodus 4:27 NKJV)  And the LORD said to Aaron, “Go into the wilderness to meet Moses.” So he 
went and met him on the mountain of God, and kissed him. 
(Exodus 4:28 NKJV)  So Moses told Aaron all the words of the LORD who had sent him, and all the 
signs which He had commanded him. 
(Exodus 4:29 NKJV)  Then Moses and Aaron went and gathered together all the elders of the 
children of Israel. 
(Exodus 4:30 NKJV)  And Aaron spoke all the words which the LORD had spoken to Moses. Then 
he did the signs in the sight of the people. 
(Exodus 4:31 NKJV)  So the people believed; and when they heard that the LORD had visited the 
children of Israel and that He had looked on their affliction, then they bowed their heads and 
worshiped. 
 
After 400 years / Lord Visited – God Mindful / Leads to Worship – Consider where you’d Be 
Imagine now after 400 years of slavery to hear the Lord had heard and was working.  When they heard 
they began to worship.  Did you catch that, when they heard the Lord had visited them they began to 
worship – precious people may you make worship a part of your daily life, as you reflect back on the 
visitation of the Lord to you.  Just where would you be had it not been for His visitation, how messed up 
would your life be right now, had the Word not became flesh and dwelt among us.  How amazing that 
God is mindful of us: 
(Psalms 8:4 NKJV)  What is man that You are mindful of him, And the son of man that You visit him? 

 
 



Exodus 5 

First Encounter with Pharaoh 
 

Paradise to Prison / Creation to Coffin  
In the book of Genesis we went form paradise to prison, as man would chose sin and break that perfect 
fellowship with God there in the garden.  Genesis would start with creation, and end with a coffin (the last 
verse in Genesis, the resultant of sin: 
(Genesis 1:1 NKJV)  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
 
(Genesis 50:26 NKJV)  So Joseph died, being one hundred and ten years old; and they embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in 
Egypt. 

 
1st Promise of Redemption / The Scarlet Thread 
As we studied through the book, we saw God’s first promise of Redemption there in 3:15, and thus we 
began to track the scarlet thread that runs through this whole Bible as it works it way to Jesus Christ our 
blessed hope: 
(Genesis 3:15 NKJV)  And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise 
your head, And you shall bruise His heel.” 
  
(John 1:29 NKJV)  The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin 
of the world! 

 
Exodus – Story of Redemption – The way Out / Lamb & Priesthood 
Now in Exodus we will see the focus of this put on “Redemption”, for Exodus means, “the way out”, and 
we will not only see God’s plan for providing a way out of the bondage of Egypt, but also we will see 
God’s plan for man’s way out of the bondage of sin and death, and how He will set His children at liberty 
from sin and death by the offering of Lamb (picture of Jesus), and the establishment of the priesthood 
(which Jesus will become our High Priest). 
 
Theme 
The theme of this book is God redeeming His children, He redeems Israel out of Egypt, calls them His 
people, gives the picture of Passover Lamb, God continues His plans for redeeming man: 
(Exodus 12:13 NKJV)  ‘Now the blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass 
over you; and the plague shall not be on you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 
 
(Exodus 6:6 NKJV)  “Therefore say to the children of Israel: ‘I am the LORD; I will bring you out from under the burdens of the 
Egyptians, I will rescue you from their bondage, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great judgments. 
(Exodus 6:7 NKJV)  ‘I will take you as My people, and I will be your God. Then you shall know that I am the LORD your God who 
brings you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. 
(Exodus 6:8 NKJV)  ‘And I will bring you into the land which I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; and I will give it to you as 
a heritage: I am the LORD.’” 
 
(Exodus 19:5 NKJV)  ‘Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to 
Me above all people; for all the earth is Mine. 
(Exodus 19:6 NKJV)  ‘And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words which you shall speak to 
the children of Israel.” 
 

Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
Recap 
Moses is now 80, and the last 40 of those years have been spent on the back side of the desert tending 
to sheep.  As we studied in chapter 3 Moses turns aside to see the bush that burns yet is not consumed 
and he comes face to face with God.  Moses on this day will be the first and one of the few to know God’s 
name, “I AM THAT I AM”, the “Becoming One”, the God that will become all that we need.  And now on 
this day He says, Moses I am sending you back to Egypt, this time in My power, to lead My people out of 



their bondage, for I have heard their cries, and have stored every one of their tears in a bottle.  Now 
Moses will stand before Pharaoh with the word of the Lord: 
 
(Exodus 5:1 NKJV)  Afterward Moses and Aaron went in and told Pharaoh, “Thus says the LORD 
God of Israel: ‘Let My people go, that they may hold a feast to Me in the wilderness.’” 
(Exodus 5:2 NKJV)  And Pharaoh said, “Who is the LORD, that I should obey His voice to let Israel 
go? I do not know the LORD, nor will I let Israel go.” 
(Exodus 5:3 NKJV)  So they said, “The God of the Hebrews has met with us. Please, let us go 
three days’ journey into the desert and sacrifice to the LORD our God, lest He fall upon us with 
pestilence or with the sword.” 
 
3days – Hardness of Pharaoh’s Heart 
God had said prior that He will take them out of Egypt to a land flowing with milk and honey, but here 
Moses says let us go to the wilderness, a 3 day journey, for a time of worship to the Lord.  The whole 
purpose of only asking for a week off (3 day journey – roundtrip and a day to worship =7) is to show the 
hardness of Pharaohs heart, that after 400 years of slavery they can’t have a week off. 
(Exodus 3:13 NKJV)  Then Moses said to God, “Indeed, when I come to the children of Israel and say to them, ‘The God of your 
fathers has sent me to you,’ and they say to me, ‘What is His name?’ what shall I say to them?” 
(Exodus 3:14 NKJV)  And God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And He said, “Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, ‘I AM 
has sent me to you.’” 
(Exodus 3:15 NKJV)  Moreover God said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the children of Israel: ‘The LORD God of your fathers, the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you. This is My name forever, and this is My memorial to 
all generations.’ 
(Exodus 3:16 NKJV)  “Go and gather the elders of Israel together, and say to them, ‘The LORD God of your fathers, the God of 
Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared to me, saying, “I have surely visited you and seen what is done to you in Egypt; 
(Exodus 3:17 NKJV)  “and I have said I will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt to the land of the Canaanites and the Hittites 
and the Amorites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites, to a land flowing with milk and honey.”’ 
(Exodus 3:18 NKJV)  “Then they will heed your voice; and you shall come, you and the elders of Israel, to the king of Egypt; and you 
shall say to him, ‘The LORD God of the Hebrews has met with us; and now, please, let us go three days’ journey into the 
wilderness, that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God.’ 

 
No Mention How came into Court / Moses back Home Again / Moses Untouched / Street Ministry 
No mention of how Moses to into the Court of Pharaoh; but here he is after 40 some years he is back in 
the palace that he grew up in.  The Lord will do that for you, take you back to old familiar faces and places 
to proclaim the Word of the Lord to friends and family.  We will see Moses coming back often over this 
ordeal, and as annoying as he may have been to Pharaoh, he keeps coming back – untouched and 
unharmed.  The Lord knows how to protect His own, and no one can touch you unless it is the will of the 
Lord.  Personally in my street witnessing I have been charged at, fist clenched at, and knife pulled-on, 
and not once have I been touched.  Should the day ever come that I should be touched, I know it is only 
because God allowed it for a purpose greater than I can understand. 
 
(Exodus 5:4 NKJV)  Then the king of Egypt said to them, “Moses and Aaron, why do you take the 
people from their work? Get back to your labor.” 
(Exodus 5:5 NKJV)  And Pharaoh said, “Look, the people of the land are many now, and you make 
them rest from their labor!” 
 
Tactic of Satan – to Keep you Tired / Can’t make Bad – Make Busy 
Christian grab hold of this, Pharaoh is a picture of Satan, and here we see a tactic of Satan.  Satan wants 
to keep you tired, and keep you busy.  If Satan can not make you bad, then he will make you busy. 
 
Satan fears when Church Comes Together / Not Sharpening Each Other 
The people are many – Satan knows and fears it when the Church of God grows stronger and grows in 
numbers.  It something I noticed in every church I have ever been a part of; how easy it is for people to 
get tired, and or busy, and then get separated from the fellowship.  The people are no longer coming 
together to be refreshed and strengthened, but continually remain busy and tired.  They are no longer 
being sharpened by one another, and grow dull: 
(Proverbs 27:17 NKJV)  As iron sharpens iron, So a man sharpens the countenance of his friend. 

 
 



Satan – No Worshipping & Growing Strong / Healthy Sheep Reproduce 
Satan does not want God’s people coming together to worship Him for they grow in strength, and that 
strength will cause them to reproduce, and they will grow in number as people are drawn to the warmth 
that is emanating from them. 
 
When 2 or More Gathered / Be Refreshed / Meshach – Shad – Abed – Cool and Refreshed 
Just the very words of Jesus, when 2 or more are gathered, there I will be in their midst.  You will always 
be refreshed in the presence of Jesus, just ask Meshach, Shadrach, and Aben-dego, even in the midst of 
a fiery trial, there were 2 or more and the Lord was there, and they were cool and refreshed because He 
was in their presence.  Be aware of this next time you think, I’ll just stay home and rest, watch a little 
television, or got to go to my kids activities: 
(Matthew 18:20 NKJV)  “For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of them.” 
 
(Daniel 3:25 NKJV)  “Look!” he answered, “I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire; and they are not hurt, and the form 
of the fourth is like the Son of God.” 

 
(Exodus 5:6 NKJV)  So the same day Pharaoh commanded the taskmasters of the people and their 
officers, saying, 
(Exodus 5:7 NKJV)  “You shall no longer give the people straw to make brick as before. Let them 
go and gather straw for themselves. 
(Exodus 5:8 NKJV)  “And you shall lay on them the quota of bricks which they made before. You 
shall not reduce it. For they are idle; therefore they cry out, saying, ‘Let us go and sacrifice to our 
God.’ 
(Exodus 5:9 NKJV)  “Let more work be laid on the men, that they may labor in it, and let them not 
regard false words.” 
(Exodus 5:10 NKJV)  And the taskmasters of the people and their officers went out and spoke to 
the people, saying, “Thus says Pharaoh: ‘I will not give you straw. 
(Exodus 5:11 NKJV)  ‘Go, get yourselves straw where you can find it; yet none of your work will be 
reduced.’” 
(Exodus 5:12 NKJV)  So the people were scattered abroad throughout all the land of Egypt to 
gather stubble instead of straw. 
(Exodus 5:13 NKJV)  And the taskmasters forced them to hurry, saying, “Fulfill your work, your 
daily quota, as when there was straw.” 
 
Complain – Time / Straw a Binder 
Pharaoh said since you complain you must have too much time on your hand, so I’ll give you some extra 
work, get your own straw.  Straw was a binder in the mud bricks so that they would retain their shape 
while drying.  The straw would absorb the water and mud and make the brick stronger, 
 
Pharaoh Supplied / 12hr day – 16hr day / Satan’s Strategy – Keep them Tired – Busy 
So Pharaoh was supplying them the straw, now they have to go get it themselves and still make the same 
quota.  So basically if they were working 12 hour days being supplied straw, they would for example then 
have to work 16 hour days to maintain the same brick quota.  Again, Satan’s strategy is to keep people 
tired, to keep them busy, if he can’t make you bad, then he will make you busy. 
 
(Exodus 5:14 NKJV)  Also the officers of the children of Israel, whom Pharaoh’s taskmasters had 
set over them, were beaten and were asked, “Why have you not fulfilled your task in making brick 
both yesterday and today, as before?” 
 
Officers – Foreman 
The officers were children of Israel, they were like foreman on the job with Israeli workforce beneath 
them, and these officers reported up to Egyptian taskmasters (upper level management).  
 
Commentaries – Bricks Found  
I have read in commentaries by respected authors who say that archeologist have found bricks in the 
ruins of a building that the lower level bricks had straw in them, the mid-level bricks had roots and 



stubble, and the top level bricks were just pure mud.  I have yet to verify that, but I will research it some 
more. 
 
(Exodus 5:15 NKJV)  Then the officers of the children of Israel came and cried out to Pharaoh, 
saying, “Why are you dealing thus with your servants? 
(Exodus 5:16 NKJV)  “There is no straw given to your servants, and they say to us, ‘Make brick!’ 
And indeed your servants are beaten, but the fault is in your own people.” 
(Exodus 5:17 NKJV)  But he said, “You are idle! Idle! Therefore you say, ‘Let us go and sacrifice to 
the LORD.’ 
(Exodus 5:18 NKJV)  “Therefore go now and work; for no straw shall be given you, yet you shall 
deliver the quota of bricks.” 
(Exodus 5:19 NKJV)  And the officers of the children of Israel saw that they were in trouble after it 
was said, “You shall not reduce any bricks from your daily quota.” 
(Exodus 5:20 NKJV)  Then, as they came out from Pharaoh, they met Moses and Aaron who stood 
there to meet them. 
(Exodus 5:21 NKJV)  And they said to them, “Let the LORD look on you and judge, because you 
have made us abhorrent in the sight of Pharaoh and in the sight of his servants, to put a sword in 
their hand to kill us.” 
 
Moses the Volunteer / Moses a Surrendered Life / Servant – when Treated like One 
I wonder if Moses at this time wanted to say, hey I am just a volunteer; I was more than happy on the 
backside of the desert herding sheep, sleeping in my tent with my wife and kids.  Moses is a picture of a 
life surrendered to God’s will.  God can not use an un-surrendered life to reach an un-surrendered 
people.  Now no one is totally surrendered (as we will continue to see in Moses life), yet God will use the 
surrendered part of your life (Moses what is that in your hand) while He continues to work on the un-
surrendered part – He is such a gracious God.  By the way, you will never know how much of a servant 
you are, until somebody treats you liked one. 
 
Ministry Key – Moses returns to the Lord 
Here is a ministry key, Moses returns to the Lord, and he doesn’t retaliate against these people. 
 
(Exodus 5:22 NKJV)  So Moses returned to the LORD and said, “Lord, why have You brought 
trouble on this people? Why is it You have sent me? 
(Exodus 5:23 NKJV)  “For since I came to Pharaoh to speak in Your name, he has done evil to this 
people; neither have You delivered Your people at all.” 
 
Moses doesn’t Understand / Not Learned God’s Delays – not always His Denials 
Moses can’t understand why the Lord is allowing this to happen.  Moses had not yet learned that God’s 
delays are not always God’s denial.  This particular delay will make things real clear; it will be nothing 
short of God’s power that could deliver Israel from this hard hearted Pharaoh.   
 
Don’t Always Understand – But God Explain in Heaven / Alabama / DC Festival 
I don’t always understand what the Lord is doing, but I know on the other side of heaven He will make 
things all clear to me.  I believe those will be some of the great days of fellowship with the Lord as He will 
sit with each of us in heaven and say, remember that day your car broke down, what you didn’t know was 
that 5 minutes up the street of where you would have been was a drunk driver coming.  I am reminded of 
the story of friend in Alabama, they gathered for the mid-week Bible study, and the Pastor’s car broke 
down, so they all went home after worship.  He said when he got to the top of the hill with his dad they 
heard the wind blowing, they turned and watched a tornado come through and level the church – not one 
person hurt for they all left early.  I believe we will hear the whys, and be blown away.  I can’t fully 
understand why after 2 years of planning and 3.5 million dollars of expenses that it would rain the 
Saturday of the DC Festival with Luis Palau, but I can only wonder if the vacationing couple from Beijing 
China would have wandered over amid the expect 100,000 compared to the 3,000 that was there in the 
rain.  I do know our youth have a memory of a lifetime moshing in the mud.  Well see when we get there. 
 
 



Moses should Known not Easy – 3 signs / Examples – Paul – Moses – John – Adam 
God showed Moses the 3 signs (Exodus 4), Moses should have known it wasn’t going to be easy, that 
Pharaoh wasn’t just going to let them go on the first request.  So too for us in our life, God has given us 
plenty of signs that things are not just going to always open right up for us, He gave us examples in the 
Bible.  Someone coming against you for preaching the Word – look at Paul.  Have an illness – look at 
Paul.  Ministry not going well – look at Moses, Paul, John.  Got some rebellious kids – look at Adam and 
Eve.   
(Romans 15:4 NKJV)  For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and 
comfort of the Scriptures might have hope. 

 
No Straw – Greatest Battles Right before War Over / Can’t Enjoy Victory – with Remembering  
No straw, what a harsh command.  Precious people some of the greatest and toughest battles fought in 
American wars have come right before the war was over, the enemies last ditch effort before they have to 
surrender.  It has been said, you can’t enjoy the victory if you can’t remember the battles. 
 
Children want to go Back / Forget the Pains of Egypt / Bars – STD – HIV –  
When the children of Israel are in their wilderness experience, they will say they want to go back to Egypt 
for we had it good there.  They will totally forget how brutal life in the bondage of Egypt was.  Amazing 
how they can forget bricks without straw and want to return to it.  Same thing for us today, life can get 
tough, and we say I’ll go back to the world, things were easier there, and we totally forget what that life 
was like, bricks without straw, it was miserable, we don’t remember the whole picture.  Ohh it was so fun 
hanging out in the bars with my friends, I at least had friends then, totally forgetting hang-overs, barfing, 
drunk-driving.  Ohh to be a player again, totally forgetting STD, unwanted pregnancy fears, AIDS.   
(Numbers 11:4 NKJV)  Now the mixed multitude who were among them yielded to intense craving; so the children of Israel also 
wept again and said: “Who will give us meat to eat? 
(Numbers 11:5 NKJV)  “We remember the fish which we ate freely in Egypt, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and 
the garlic; 
(Numbers 11:6 NKJV)  “but now our whole being is dried up; there is nothing at all except this manna before our eyes!” 

 
I Remember / Peter – Where would we Go 
When I was younger in the Lord I remember often wanting to go back, but thankfully the Lord always 
showed me there was nothing there for me, He reminded me of all the pain that came with it.  I am 
reminded of Peter when people began to turn away from Jesus, they thought He was a little extreme, and 
Jesus said to the disciples will you too turn away, and Peter gave the only true answer, Ohh Lord, where 
would go.  I have no idea how someone could walk with Jesus, then walk away and go back to bricks 
without straw: 
(John 6:66 NKJV)  From that time many of His disciples went back and walked with Him no more. 
(John 6:67 NKJV)  Then Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you also want to go away?” 
(John 6:68 NKJV)  But Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 
(John 6:69 NKJV)  “Also we have come to believe and know that You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 

 



Exodus 6 

God’s 7 “I Will” to His People 
 

Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
Recap 
Moses is now 80, and the last 40 of those years have been spent on the back side of the desert tending 
to sheep.  As we studied in chapter 3 Moses turns aside to see the bush that burns yet is not consumed 
and he comes face to face with God.  Moses on this day will be the first and one of the few to know God’s 
name, “I AM THAT I AM”, the “Becoming One”, the God that will become all that we need.  And now on 
this day He says, Moses I am sending you back to Egypt, this time in My power, to lead My people out of 
their bondage, for I have heard their cries, and have stored every one of their tears in a bottle.  In chapter 
5 we saw Moses standing before Pharaoh, but things didn’t go as Moses thought they would, for rather 
than releasing the children of Israel from their bondage in Egypt, Pharaoh adds more burden upon their 
bondage by forcing them to make bricks without straw.  The people were not happy with Moses, and we 
pick up there: 
 
(Exodus 6:1 NKJV)  Then the LORD said to Moses, “Now you shall see what I will do to Pharaoh. 
For with a strong hand he will let them go, and with a strong hand he will drive them out of his 
land.” 
(Exodus 6:2 NKJV)  And God spoke to Moses and said to him: “I am the LORD. 
 
Ex 5 – Who is the Lord / Soon Find Out 
Back in chapter 5 Pharaoh said “who is the Lord that I should obey Him”, well the Lord is saying Pharaoh 
is going to find out real soon: 
(Exodus 5:1 NKJV)  Afterward Moses and Aaron went in and told Pharaoh, “Thus says the LORD God of Israel: ‘Let My people go, 
that they may hold a feast to Me in the wilderness.’” 
(Exodus 5:2 NKJV)  And Pharaoh said, “Who is the LORD, that I should obey His voice to let Israel go? I do not know the LORD, 
nor will I let Israel go.” 

 
Self-made Men will Stand Before Him 
This statement, “who is the Lord that I should obey Him” is still being made today, and like Pharaoh did, 
so too will all mankind come to a day will they will know who He is.  So many self-made men and woman 
will stand before the Holy and Awesome God, and they will tremble, all their pride will rush form their vain, 
and they will see how they played the fool.  Pharaoh knew all the gods of Egypt (some 3,000), but he did 
not know the One True and Living God, so many people still today are the same way, they know the 
god’s of their world, but refuse to turn and look the God of the World: 
(Jeremiah 17:5 NKJV)  Thus says the LORD: “Cursed is the man who trusts in man And makes flesh his strength, Whose heart 
departs from the LORD. 
(Jeremiah 17:6 NKJV)  For he shall be like a shrub in the desert, And shall not see when good comes, But shall inhabit the parched 
places in the wilderness, In a salt land which is not inhabited. 
(Jeremiah 17:7 NKJV)  “Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, And whose hope is the LORD. 
(Jeremiah 17:8 NKJV)  For he shall be like a tree planted by the waters, Which spreads out its roots by the river, And will not fear 
when heat comes; But its leaf will be green, And will not be anxious in the year of drought, Nor will cease from yielding fruit. 
(Jeremiah 17:9 NKJV)  “The heart is deceitful above all things, And desperately wicked; Who can know it? 

 
God is Dead – Nitchie 
In the 1880’s a renowned German Philosopher named Fredrick Nitchie coined the famous phrase that is 
still making its round today, made it to the cover of Time magazine – “God is Dead”.  The thinkers of the 
world really think they have it figured out, too smart for this fairy tale as they call it.  They are of higher 
understanding and the Gospel is for the weak in mind.  People use this phrase still today, but they are 
ignorant in what happened to the founder of this phrase, in that shortly after he made the statement and 
received such coverage and fame over it, Fredrick Nitchie lost his mind, was committed to an insane 



asylum, where he eventually committed suicide.  Like Pharaoh, these men and people today are literally 
committing suicide by rejecting the God that is before them who says to them – I am the Lord.   
 
Eternity at Stake 
If you are reading this, I beseech you to take the time to find out who He is, for eternity is at stake for you. 
 
(Exodus 6:3 NKJV)  “I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, as God Almighty, but by My 
name LORD I was not known to them. 
 
El Shaddai – Becoming One 
They knew Him as God Almighty (El Shaddai), but they did not know Him as the “I AM THAT I AM”, the 
becoming One that would become to them all they would ever need.  So too, many people know Him as 
the all powerful distant cosmic God, but they do not know Him as the here and now, personal and 
intimate God that wants to become to them all they will ever need: 
(Exodus 3:14 NKJV)  And God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And He said, “Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, ‘I AM 
has sent me to you.’” 

 
When Faced with Not Know – Go to What do Know 
God takes them back to His promise of being with them.  When I am faces with the things I do not 
understand I go back to the things that I do understand, and that is that God loves me and has a 
wonderful plan and purpose for my life: 
(Jeremiah 29:11 NKJV)  For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evi l, to give 
you a future and a hope. 
(Jeremiah 29:12 NKJV)  Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. 
(Jeremiah 29:13 NKJV)  And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart. 

 
Notice the I Am – I Have – I Will 
Notice the “I Am”, the “I have” and the “I will” in these next verses: 
 
(Exodus 6:4 NKJV)  “I have also established My covenant with them, to give them the land of 
Canaan, the land of their pilgrimage, in which they were strangers. 
(Exodus 6:5 NKJV)  “And I have also heard the groaning of the children of Israel whom the 
Egyptians keep in bondage, and I have remembered My covenant. 
(Exodus 6:6 NKJV)  “Therefore say to the children of Israel: ‘I am the LORD; I will bring you out 
from under the burdens of the Egyptians, I will rescue you from their bondage, and I will redeem 
you with an outstretched arm and with great judgments. 
(Exodus 6:7 NKJV)  ‘I will take you as My people, and I will be your God. Then you shall know that 
I am the LORD your God who brings you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. 
(Exodus 6:8 NKJV)  ‘And I will bring you into the land which I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob; and I will give it to you as a heritage: I am the LORD.’” 
 
God Reaffirms Promise / Word to Fall back On 
God reaffirms the covenant that He has promised to the Nation of Israel, and no matter how much harder 
things get, which they will, they can have these words to fall back on. 
 
7 “I Will” Statements of God: 

• (Exodus 6:6); I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians,  

• (Exodus 6:6); I will rescue you from their bondage,  

• (Exodus 6:6); I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great judgments. 

• (Exodus 6:7)  I will take you as My people,  

• (Exodus 6:7)  I will be your God.  

• (Exodus 6:8)  I will bring you into the land which I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob;   

• (Exodus 6:8)  I will give it to you as a heritage: I am the LORD.’” 
 
The 7 “I Will” 
In these 7 “I Will”, all these are the same promises He gives to us today.  He rescues us from the 
bondages of sin, He provides us redemption, He calls us His own, and He promises us a future.  All of 



these are I have and I will, and nothing is pegged on us as if “if you will – then I will”, rather all things are 
given to us freely – that is grace, and this is the gospel of grace.  The New Testament of these is John 10: 
(John 10:27 NKJV)  “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. 
(John 10:28 NKJV)  “And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand. 
(John 10:29 NKJV)  “My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of My Father ’s 
hand. 
(John 10:30 NKJV)  “I and My Father are one.” 

 
(Exodus 6:9 NKJV)  So Moses spoke thus to the children of Israel; but they did not heed Moses, 
because of anguish of spirit and cruel bondage. 
 
People in Anguish / Go on Offensive – Pray 
There are times when we will share with someone who is in such anguish that they will not receive the 
words.  They may be going through a bitter divorce, lost a loved one, trouble at work, and they can reject 
the word, maybe even turn on us.  Do what Moses did, he didn’t retaliate, he just went back to the Lord.  
People just let it roll-off so you can minister to them again tomorrow.  Don’t be offended, but go on the 
offensive and pray for them. 
 
(Exodus 6:10 NKJV)  And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 
(Exodus 6:11 NKJV)  “Go in, tell Pharaoh king of Egypt to let the children of Israel go out of his 
land.” 
(Exodus 6:12 NKJV)  And Moses spoke before the LORD, saying, “The children of Israel have not 
heeded me. How then shall Pharaoh heed me, for I am of uncircumcised lips?” 
 
Moses Questions – God Reaffirms / Knew every step of their Life 
Moses questions his calling, and so too can we when things go wrong when we try to do something good 
for others.  But the Lord has just reaffirmed the covenant with the children of Israel, and now He will let 
Moses know again, that He was chosen for this task.  The following lineage is the lineage of the Moses 
and Aaron, it is their credentials that they are from the Tribe of Levi, and that God knew all along of where 
they have been, every step of life, and that He is not mistaken on who He has choosen. 
 
(Exodus 6:13 NKJV)  Then the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, and gave them a command for 
the children of Israel and for Pharaoh king of Egypt, to bring the children of Israel out of the land 
of Egypt. 
(Exodus 6:14 NKJV)  These are the heads of their fathers’ houses: The sons of Reuben, the 
firstborn of Israel, were Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi. These are the families of Reuben. 
(Exodus 6:15 NKJV)  And the sons of Simeon were Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jachin, Zohar, and Shaul 
the son of a Canaanite woman. These are the families of Simeon. 
(Exodus 6:16 NKJV)  These are the names of the sons of Levi according to their generations: 
Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. And the years of the life of Levi were one hundred and thirty-seven. 
(Exodus 6:17 NKJV)  The sons of Gershon were Libni and Shimi according to their families. 
(Exodus 6:18 NKJV)  And the sons of Kohath were Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel. And the 
years of the life of Kohath were one hundred and thirty-three. 
(Exodus 6:19 NKJV)  The sons of Merari were Mahali and Mushi. These are the families of Levi 
according to their generations. 
(Exodus 6:20 NKJV)  Now Amram took for himself Jochebed, his father’s sister, as wife; and she 
bore him Aaron and Moses. And the years of the life of Amram were one hundred and thirty-
seven. 
(Exodus 6:21 NKJV)  The sons of Izhar were Korah, Nepheg, and Zichri. 
(Exodus 6:22 NKJV)  And the sons of Uzziel were Mishael, Elzaphan, and Zithri. 
(Exodus 6:23 NKJV)  Aaron took to himself Elisheba, daughter of Amminadab, sister of Nahshon, 
as wife; and she bore him Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 
(Exodus 6:24 NKJV)  And the sons of Korah were Assir, Elkanah, and Abiasaph. These are the 
families of the Korahites. 
(Exodus 6:25 NKJV)  Eleazar, Aaron’s son, took for himself one of the daughters of Putiel as wife; 
and she bore him Phinehas. These are the heads of the fathers’ houses of the Levites according 
to their families. 



(Exodus 6:26 NKJV)  These are the same Aaron and Moses to whom the LORD said, “Bring out the 
children of Israel from the land of Egypt according to their armies.” 
(Exodus 6:27 NKJV)  These are the ones who spoke to Pharaoh king of Egypt, to bring out the 
children of Israel from Egypt. These are the same Moses and Aaron. 
 
Next Study 
Next study we will pick up here at verse 28 for context. 
 



Exodus 7 
The Great Adventure: 7:1-12 

 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
Recap 
In chapter 5 we saw Moses standing before Pharaoh, but things didn’t go as Moses thought they would, 
for rather than releasing the children of Israel from their bondage in Egypt, Pharaoh adds more burden 
upon their bondage by forcing them to make bricks without straw.  The people were not happy with 
Moses, but in chapter 6 God reaffirms to Moses that he has been chosen, and that the children of Israel 
have been also, and now God sends Moses back to Pharaoh: 
 
(Exodus 6:28 NKJV)  And it came to pass, on the day the LORD spoke to Moses in the land of 
Egypt, 
(Exodus 6:29 NKJV)  that the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “I am the LORD. Speak to Pharaoh 
king of Egypt all that I say to you.” 
(Exodus 6:30 NKJV)  But Moses said before the LORD, “Behold, I am of uncircumcised lips, and 
how shall Pharaoh heed me?” 
 
Moses still trying, but God’s not buying. 
 
(Exodus 7:1 NKJV)  So the LORD said to Moses: “See, I have made you as God to Pharaoh, and 
Aaron your brother shall be your prophet. 
(Exodus 7:2 NKJV)  “You shall speak all that I command you. And Aaron your brother shall speak 
to Pharaoh to send the children of Israel out of his land. 
(Exodus 7:3 NKJV)  “And I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and multiply My signs and My wonders in 
the land of Egypt. 
(Exodus 7:4 NKJV)  “But Pharaoh will not heed you, so that I may lay My hand on Egypt and bring 
My armies and My people, the children of Israel, out of the land of Egypt by great judgments. 
(Exodus 7:5 NKJV)  “And the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I stretch out My 
hand on Egypt and bring out the children of Israel from among them.” 
(Exodus 7:6 NKJV)  Then Moses and Aaron did so; just as the LORD commanded them, so they 
did. 
(Exodus 7:7 NKJV)  And Moses was eighty years old and Aaron eighty-three years old when they 
spoke to Pharaoh. 
 
Today Average Age 
So if the average man lives to be 72, Moses would be comparable to the age of 48 in today’s average. 
 
(Exodus 7:8 NKJV)  Then the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 
(Exodus 7:9 NKJV)  “When Pharaoh speaks to you, saying, ‘Show a miracle for yourselves,’ then 
you shall say to Aaron, ‘Take your rod and cast it before Pharaoh, and let it become a serpent.’” 
(Exodus 7:10 NKJV)  So Moses and Aaron went in to Pharaoh, and they did so, just as the LORD 
commanded. And Aaron cast down his rod before Pharaoh and before his servants, and it became 
a serpent. 
(Exodus 7:11 NKJV)  But Pharaoh also called the wise men and the sorcerers; so the magicians of 
Egypt, they also did in like manner with their enchantments. 
 
Wise Men – Smoke & Mirrors / Struggle same as Everyone Else 
Pharaoh calls on the wise men and the sorcerers.  Can I just make a note here, notice that the wise men 
and sorcerers are summed together, so much of mans so-called wisdom is just smoke and mirrors.  



When you get down into it, you will find that so many of the world’s wise people – they are struggle in life 
just like the rest of the world.  People call the police because they want them to fix their problem, fix their 
kid, fix their spouse.  I have been on calls where a 21 year officer is giving marriage counseling to a 
couple that has been married for 21 years.  Do you know what the divorce rate is amongst police officers 
– it is higher than the national average.  Did you know that police officers suicide rate is twice the national 
average?  Police officers are called to fix peoples problems and their life is just as problem.  They are 
called to deal with the drunks, do you know that many police officers have their own struggle with alcohol.  
Professional Therapist and doctors often suffer severe depression because they are expected to have all 
the answers, to fix everyone’s life, to be perfect, and the fact is they have to deal with the same problems 
we do after they leave their offices.  A study at John Hopkins in 1991 said that lawyers have the highest 
suicide rate among any profession.  Female physicians have a suicide rate 4x higher than the national 
average. There is definitely a false perception that these “wise people” have all the answers, and they 
have it all together.  These people are no different than us, they need a Savior and they a campus to 
guide their lives.  Being smart doesn’t always mean that a person is wise.  Nitche was wrong, God is not 
dead, He is alive and ready to intervene into the life of every person, and even the smartest people in the 
world need Him in their everyday life, for their everyday needs (Nitche proves that point). 
(Jeremiah 17:5 NKJV)  Thus says the LORD: “Cursed is the man who trusts in man And makes flesh his strength, Whose heart 
departs from the LORD. 
(Jeremiah 17:6 NKJV)  For he shall be like a shrub in the desert, And shall not see when good comes, But shall inhabit the parched 
places in the wilderness, In a salt land which is not inhabited. 
(Jeremiah 17:7 NKJV)  “Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, And whose hope is the LORD. 
(Jeremiah 17:8 NKJV)  For he shall be like a tree planted by the waters, Which spreads out its roots by the river, And will not fear 
when heat comes; But its leaf will be green, And will not be anxious in the year of drought, Nor will cease from yielding fruit. 
(Jeremiah 17:9 NKJV)  “The heart is deceitful above all things, And desperately wicked; Who can know it? 

 
Satan Has Power / Deception – Look like Us / Halloween / Eph 6 
Verse 11 – they also did in like manner with their enchantments – Do not mistake the fact that Satan has 
power, actually tremendous powers, and he will use his powers to deceive people.  Now these magicians 
didn’t come with horns sticking out, slobber drooling down their cheeks, they came looking like everyone 
else.  They came in great deception, they came as one of us, but were not of us, in order to lead the 
ignorant away.  You know Halloween is just a week away, and as innocent as it may seem, I believe it is 
a part of Satan’s great deception.  It seems so innocent, harmless, but the whole thing is to desensitize 
people to this occult – demonic realm that is all around us.  It is also to desensitize us and our children to 
death: 
(Ephesians 6:12 NKJV)  For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers 
of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 
(Ephesians 6:13 NKJV)  Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having 
done all, to stand. 

 
(Exodus 7:12 NKJV)  For every man threw down his rod, and they became serpents. But Aaron’s 
rod swallowed up their rods. 
 
Lamp to Feet 
The Psalmist declared that thy word is a lamp unto my feet, notice the Psalmist didn’t say beacon from 
my head: 
(Psalms 119:105 NKJV)  Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path. 

 
Just 1 Step / Exciting Life 
God just giving us one step at a time can be the most fun and exciting times as a Christian.  Taking the 
first step not knowing what will happen thereafter.  Now myself, I like to know all the details up front, and 
then I’ll decide if I want to do it, because I want to calculate the likeliness of success.  I am afraid of 
failure, it is part of my pride, worried what people may think if I fail, or maybe just not willing to expend 
time and resources on something that doesn’t promise me at least in the 90 percentile range for success.   
 
Be Orderly / Not just Faith – but Excitement / Tape the Game 
Now the word does say let all things be done decently and in order, so yes we shouldn’t be flakes, but 
there are many times that God says I am just going to give you step one, so step out.  Not just because 
we are to walk by faith, but I believe because the Lord also wants this Christian walk to be fun and 



exciting for us.  You know, I often tape the football games since I am busy on Sunday, but if I should 
know the score before I watch the tape, the game really just isn’t as exciting.  That is the same way with 
life, I don’t think it would be so exciting if I/we knew the outcome of all of our endeavors. 
(1 Corinthians 14:40 NKJV)  Let all things be done decently and in order. 

 
Moses told Throw the Rod / Long way to the Sea / All as Expected – As I Pictured It / Not in Script 
So here is Moses, all he has been told is when you get before Pharaoh, throw the rod down.  Moses has 
already seen that it will turn into a snake; he has faith in that by what he has previously seen.  It would 
have been much more exciting had Moses never seen this display – but God is gentle with him, shows 
him a little a long the way to build his faith (I might add God didn’t show him how to part water back there 
at the bush).  So God says throw it down, and everything happens just as Moses expected, but then 
comes the exciting part, the magicians throw down and the same thing happens.  I picture Moses eyes 
getting real big, and his heart moving up into his throat.  Wait a minute, this isn’t in the script I had 
planned in my mind as I was walking here.  Ever do that, play everything out in your mind of how 
something is going to play out, and then life happens and you are like, wow stop the tape, hit rewind.  
Moses was probably expecting Pharaoh to run from the snake, just like Moses (the Deliver) had done 
back at the bush.  Moses probably pictured Pharaoh throwing in a white towel and pleading please take 
the Hebrews and get out of here you mighty man of God. 
 
The Great Adventure 
Moses mind for that moment would say ohh no, what now.  But then Moses would see something 
exciting, something that would blow his mind, his staff would devour the magicians staff (no telling how 
many there were other than it was at least 2 for it is plural).  Jesus said I came that they may have life and 
that more abundant (John 10:10), and this is part of the abundant life, to watch God work before our very 
eyes.  Steve Curtis Chapman sings a song called “The Great Adventure”, in it he says, “saddle up your 
horses and get ready to ride”.  Man it is so true, the Christian life is the greatest adventure, there is 
nothing like a venture in faith, and just saying ok Lord lets do it.  I’ve told my story before about god telling 
me to drive 400 miles, without an appointment, to a prison and tell a friend I know a word form the Lord.  
When I got there, after a few miracles (can’t walk into prisons without prior approval –but I got in the very 
same day).  I got in and the man said I can’t believe you are here, I just had a bed sheet tied to the ceiling 
and was getting ready to hang myself with the help of a few inmates, but they said get down here comes 
a guard.  Ask Gerald and Renee, just cruising up to ICU and having Ms Betty in a coma-like state come 
out of it for the moments that they were there to hear the Good News.  Even little things, I went to a 
conference, the table was full of the people I knew so I said I’ll sit by myself and see what happens, who 
sits next to me, Pastor Chuck – I could never have arranged that with 1000 other Pastors there.  This 
walk, it is the Great Adventure – so saddle up – get ready to ride. 
 
 



1st Plague – Water to Blood 
Exodus 7:13-25 

 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
Recap 
In chapter 5 we saw Moses standing before Pharaoh, but things didn’t go as Moses thought they would, 
for rather than releasing the children of Israel from their bondage in Egypt, Pharaoh adds more burden 
upon their bondage by forcing them to make bricks without straw.  The people were not happy with 
Moses, but in chapter 6 God reaffirms to Moses that he has been chosen, and that the children of Israel 
have been also.  So now Moses and Aaron are on their way before Pharaoh.  Let’s start in verse 8 again 
for context. 
 
(Exodus 7:8 NKJV)  Then the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 
(Exodus 7:9 NKJV)  “When Pharaoh speaks to you, saying, ‘Show a miracle for yourselves,’ then 
you shall say to Aaron, ‘Take your rod and cast it before Pharaoh, and let it become a serpent.’” 
(Exodus 7:10 NKJV)  So Moses and Aaron went in to Pharaoh, and they did so, just as the LORD 
commanded. And Aaron cast down his rod before Pharaoh and before his servants, and it became 
a serpent. 
(Exodus 7:11 NKJV)  But Pharaoh also called the wise men and the sorcerers; so the magicians of 
Egypt, they also did in like manner with their enchantments. 
(Exodus 7:12 NKJV)  For every man threw down his rod, and they became serpents. But Aaron’s 
rod swallowed up their rods. 
 
Jannes – Jambres 
We know these magicians, for Paul tells us who they were: 
(2 Timothy 3:8 NKJV)  Now as Jannes and Jambres resisted Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, 
disapproved concerning the faith; 
(2 Timothy 3:9 NKJV)  but they will progress no further, for their folly will be manifest to all, as theirs also was. 

 
Satan – Angel of light 
We are told that Satan can transform himself into an angel of light.  By directing light a certain way, you 
can make things seem to be what they are not.  The tabloids (Nation Inquire, etc) they do a great job of 
getting the other angel of the light don’t they?  They love to get the beautiful people when they are not in 
their best light, taking the supermodel/actress and getting her on here way to get a morning coffee with no 
make-up and no lighting, exposing every blemish and bag under her eyes.  Satan will use his power to 
transform their rods, to imitate the real thing, but his light is done with smoke and mirrors and God 
exposes him.  
(2 Corinthians 11:13 NKJV)  For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into apostles of Christ. 
(2 Corinthians 11:14 NKJV)  And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light. 
(2 Corinthians 11:15 NKJV)  Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also transform themselves into ministers of righteousness, 
whose end will be according to their works. 
(2 Corinthians 11:16 NKJV)  I say again, let no one think me a fool. If otherwise, at least receive me as a fool, that I also may boast 
a little. 

 
Satan Mirrors / Anti-christs / Rod’s get Bigger 
Consider, as Satan’s snake got eaten, then God’s would have gotten bigger.  Every time Satan is 
revealed, beaten, God gets bigger in the eyes of the beholder.  Satan will try to mirror God’s power and 
ways as we will study over the next chapters, he will try to lead people to believe that he has the same 
power as God.  In fact his greatest deception is to make people think that what they are seeing is actually 
from God.  As in the case of the Anti-christ (and the anti-christs that will come before the last anti-christ) 
people will marvel at his signs and power and say aren’t you wonderful, you must be God.  People say all 



the time I am waiting for a sign from God and then I will believe; the Anti-christ will give the people all 
kinds of signs, and Satan still gives signs today and people think they are from God.  The only sign Jesus 
needs to give us is the cross, for it said it all.   
 
But in the end God will eat up all Satan’s miracles, and the people that followed will be left with nothing 
just like we will see here throughout Exodus – notice there was no rod for the magicians to pick-up after 
Aaron’s ate theirs.  But for the person that is searching for the truth, they will eventually see through 
Satan’s lie, and God will get bigger and bigger, and then they will see the truth, and receive the truth. 
 
Exodus – Tribulation Correlations 
By the way we will see some interesting correlations between the Exodus and the Tribulation.  Such as 
water turning into blood, the sky darkening, 2 witness in revelation, 2 witnesses here with Moses and 
Aaron.  We will see even through tribulation people will harden their heart, people will not repent, people 
will not bow their knee and follow the true and living God.  But, some will have eyes opened and will 
follow, and the people of Israel will be miraculously delivered and protected.   
 
Rod – Crocodile  
Interestingly, the Hebrew word tannin translated “serpent” in this chapter is not translated “serpent” 
anywhere else in the Bible. In the books of Isaiah and Ezekiel it is rendered “dragon.” The word is actually 
satanic in its meaning, and that is probably why the translators used the word serpent: 
8577. tanniyn, tan-neen’; or  tanniym (Ezek. 29 : 3), tan-neem’; intens. From the same as H8565; a marine or land monster, i.e. sea-
serpent or jackal:--dragon, sea-monster, serpent, whale. 

 
Back in Exodus 4, Moses’ rod became a serpent, but here it becomes a land monster, most likely a 
crocodile.  During the days of Moses there were many of these creatures living in the Nile river and ponds 
throughout the land. The rod changed into a crocodile: 
(Exodus 4:3 KJV)  And he said, Cast it on the ground. And he cast it on the ground, and it became a serpent (nachash); and Moses 
fled from before it. 
5175. nachash, naw-khawsh’; from H5172; a snake (from its hiss):--serpent. 

 
The Egyptians worshiped the crocodile. It occupied a large place in the worship and religion of Egypt. 
Sebak was a deity of evil with a crocodile head. Apepi, the perpetual arch enemy of all the solar gods, 
appeared in the form of a crocodile. The Egyptians engaged in a magical ritual which was performed in 
the temple of Amen-Ra in the city of Thebes. Apepi lived in the nethermost part of the heaven and 
endeavored every day to prevent the rising of the sun god Ra. He stirred up lightning, thunder, tempests, 
storms, hurricanes, rain, and tried to obscure the light of the sun by filling the sky with clouds, mists, fog 
and blackness. The Egyptian ritual was an attempt to destroy Apepi. In the Temple at Tanis, the crocodile 
was waited on by more than 50 priests. It was a prominent worship of Egypt and the first thing against 
which God delivers a blow. Aaron’s rod is changed into a crocodile! 
 
(Exodus 7:13 NKJV)  And Pharaoh’s heart grew hard, and he did not heed them, as the LORD had 
said. 
(Exodus 7:14 NKJV)  So the LORD said to Moses: “Pharaoh’s heart is hard; he refuses to let the 
people go. 
 
Plagues Leveled against Idolatry of Egypt 
Chapter 5 begins the contest with Pharaoh. The plagues are leveled against the idolatry of Egypt. It is 
actually a battle of God with the gods of Egypt. Moses returned to Egypt after an absence of forty years. 
The deliverer is prepared now to deliver his people. He was to assemble the elders of Israel, and they 
were to go to Pharaoh and present their request. Pharaoh refused to let Israel go, and this opened the 
struggle between God and the gods of Egypt.   
(Numbers 33:1 NKJV)  These are the journeys of the children of Israel, who went out of the land of Egypt by their armies under the 
hand of Moses and Aaron. 
(Numbers 33:2 NKJV)  Now Moses wrote down the starting points of their journeys at the command of the LORD. And these are 
their journeys according to their starting points: 
(Numbers 33:3 NKJV)  They departed from Rameses in the first month, on the fifteenth day of the first month; on the day after the 
Passover the children of Israel went out with boldness in the sight of all the Egyptians. 



(Numbers 33:4 NKJV)  For the Egyptians were burying all their firstborn, whom the LORD had killed among them. Also on their 
gods the LORD had executed judgments. 

 
Plagues not Haphazard – Very Direct 
The plagues were not haphazard. God did not send a plague of frogs and then say, “I wonder what 
calamity I should send next?” Probably nothing was ever quite so organized and meaningful as these 
plagues. They were directed very definitely toward the idolatry of Egypt. 
 
Pharaoh – Who is the Lord  
Pharaoh asked the question, “Who is the Lord? I do not know Him, and I do not intend to let Israel go.” So 
God introduced Himself and did it by bringing plagues on the land of Egypt. In Exodus 7:5 the Lord makes 
it very clear what He has in mind: “And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I stretch forth 
mine hand upon Egypt, and bring out the children of Israel from among them.” God used the plagues to 
deliver His people and to let the Egyptians know who He was. 
 
1,000’s Temples – Millions Idols – 3000 gods / Battle of gods 
Each plague was leveled at a different god of Egypt. There were thousands of temples, millions of idols, 
and about three thousand gods in Egypt. That will outdo anything we have in this country today.   God 
directed His plagues against the idolatry in Egypt, against Pharaoh, and against Satan. It was a battle of 
the gods. Exodus 12:12 confirms it: “For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all 
the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute 
judgment: I am the Lord.” God exposed the gods of Egypt as false, and He revealed to Israel His ability to 
deliver them. These Israelites had been born in the brickyards in the midst of idolatry, and God had to 
show them that He was superior. 
 
10 Plagues – 10 Egyptian gods 
A brief outline of each plague might be helpful at this point in order to see that there was some sense to 
them. When Moses first stood before Pharaoh, he changed his rod into a serpent. The wise men of Egypt 
performed the same miracle. This reveals that Satan has definite powers. After this demonstration came 
the ten plagues. 

1. Water turned to blood (Exod. 7:19–25): The fertility of the land of Egypt depended upon the 
overflow of the Nile River to bring if both fertilizer and water. Therefore this river was sacred to 
the god Osiris—whose all-seeing eye is found in many Egyptian paintings. Pagan rites were held 
every spring when the river brought life out of death. Also there was the god Hapi associated with 
the Nile.  When the water was turned to blood, it brought death instead of life. The wise men of 
Egypt also imitated this plague with their sorcery. 

2. The plague of frogs (Exod. 8:1–15): One of the most beautiful temples in Memphis was the 
temple to Heka, the ugly frog-headed goddess. It was an offense to kill the sacred frog, but if you 
found them in your house, bed, food, and underfoot everywhere, as the Egyptians did, you might 
feel like killing them. But they were sacred. The wise men also duplicated this plague which might 
indicate that their success up to this point was accomplished by sleight-of-hand tricks or some 
similar magical device. 

3. The plague of lice (Exod. 8:16–20): The Egyptians worshiped the earth-god Geb. But “the dust of 
the land became lice throughout all the land of Egypt.” This which was sacred to Geb they now 
despise. Pharaoh did not ask that this plague be taken away, and the Egyptian sorcerers could 
not reproduce this pestilence. They seem to have acknowledged that the One who brought this 
plague was supreme over the gods of Egypt. 

4. The plague of flies (Exod. 8:20–32): It is thought by some that the swarms of flies were actually 
masses of the sacred beetle. And Khepara was the beetle-god. The beetle, or scarab, is found in 
the Egyptian tombs and speaks of eternal life. These beetles were sacred to Ra the sun-god. 

5. The plague of murrain (Exod. 9:1–7): Murrain was a disease that affected cattle. The second 
largest temple that Egypt ever built was located in Memphis and was for the worship of the black 
bull Apis. You could say that this plague caused the Egyptians to worship a sick cow! 

6. The plague of boils (Exod. 9:8–17): The priests of all the religions of Egypt had to be spotless—
with no mark or blemish on their bodies—in order to serve in the temples. Well, they had a 
moratorium on worship in Egypt during this period because of the boils that were on all the 



priests. None of them could serve anywhere. It was actually a judgment on the entire religion of 
Egypt. 

7. The plague of hail (Exod. 9:18–35): God demonstrates His power with the plague of hail over the 
sky-goddess who is powerless in her own domain. 

8. The plague of locusts (Exod. 10:1–20): The judgment of the locusts was against the insect gods, 
one of the gods was called Serapis. The plague of locusts meant the crops were cursed. This 
was an evidence of the judgment of God as found in the books of Joel and Revelation also. 

9. The plague of darkness (Exod. 10:21–29): God moved in with darkness against the chief god that 
was worshiped—the sun-god Ra. The sun disc is the most familiar symbol found in Egyptian 
ruins. The plague of darkness shows the utter helplessness of Ra. 

10. Death of the firstborn (Exod. 11–12:36): According to the religion of Egypt, the firstborn belonged 
to the gods of Egypt. In other words, God took what was set aside for the gods of Egypt. God was 
teaching the Egyptians who He was. He was convincing Pharaoh that he was God. Also He was 
bringing His own people to the place where they were willing to acknowledge Him as their God. 
This was the final act of judgment that would free Israel from Egyptian bondage. 

 
Romans 1:22 
It is important to understand that there was purpose in the plagues of Egypt. God challenged the gods of 
Egypt to a contest and defeated them.  You will find as we study the plagues that God was dealing with 
the whole realm of zoology. That is, the gods of Egypt were either animal or bird or insect. Today we call 
it evolution.  Paul wrote about it when he said: 
(Romans 1:22 NKJV)  Professing to be wise, they became fools, 
(Romans 1:23 NKJV)  and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man; and birds and four-
footed animals and creeping things. 
(Romans 1:24 NKJV)  Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among 
themselves, 

 
Egypt believed in One Being – Smaller gods to Manage World 
The Egyptians symbolized everything. They took an abstract idea and put it into the concrete form of an 
image. They had deities which represented every phase and function of life. They did not miss a thing. 
They changed monotheism into polytheism. As Sir Wallis Budge has stated it, “They believed in the 
existence of one great God, self-produced, self-existent, almighty, and eternal.” Unfortunately, they felt 
“that this Being was too great and mighty to concern Himself with the affairs and destinies of human 
beings.” Therefore He “permitted the management of this world…to fall into the hands of hordes of ‘gods’ 
and demons, and good and bad spirits.” This is what the Egyptians believed.  This is the very thing Paul 
found when he went to Athens. He found a monument to the “unknown God.” “For as I passed by, and 
beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore 
ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you” (Acts 17:23). If a man worships all of these different gods, 
he cannot know the living and true God. So the Lord God of Israel attacks the gods of Egypt to show who 
He is. 
 
Like the 7 Seals / 3 sets – 3 Times 
Now the plagues begin, and it is interesting how it is kind of like the 7 seals in Revelation being broken.  
Before the final plague, the death of the firstborn, there will be 3 sets of 3, and in each set, 2 will come 
with warning, and then 1 without warning.  We will see that 3 times. 
 

1st Plague – Water turned into Blood 
(Exodus 7:15 NKJV)  “Go to Pharaoh in the morning, when he goes out to the water, and you shall 
stand by the river’s bank to meet him; and the rod which was turned to a serpent you shall take in 
your hand. 
(Exodus 7:16 NKJV)  “And you shall say to him, ‘The LORD God of the Hebrews has sent me to 
you, saying, “Let My people go, that they may serve Me in the wilderness”; but indeed, until now 
you would not hear! 
(Exodus 7:17 NKJV)  ‘Thus says the LORD: “By this you shall know that I am the LORD. Behold, I 
will strike the waters which are in the river with the rod that is in my hand, and they shall be 
turned to blood. 
 



Morning Routine 
This most likely was not Pharaoh coming to bathe, but part of a religious routine.  In the palace the 
Egyptians were well advanced and they had personal baths, with personal servants.  So this most likely 
was Pharaoh coming to worship the Nile. 
 
Worship of Nile / Nile the Life Blood 
This is another blow at the worship in Egypt. The sacred Nile River is turned to blood. The Egyptians 
depicted the Nile as Hapi, a fat man with the breasts of a woman which indicated the powers of fertility 
and nourishment. There was a hymn they sang in the temple to this god which went something like this: 
Thou waterest the fields which Ra created … 
Thou art the bringer of food … creator of all good things. 
Thou fillest the storehouses … 
Thou hast care for the poor and needy. 
 
The Nile River was the life-blood of Egypt. But it had to be water to be their “life-blood.” Now that river is 
blood and becomes death to them. What had been a blessing in Egypt is now a curse. This is God’s 
judgment. 
 
Yesterday’s Rod  
God tells Moses to take the rod, and Pharaoh with hard heart is probably feeling pretty good about 
yesterday that his magicians could duplicate, I wonder if he mocked Moses, ohh no what is he going to do 
now, pull a rabbit out of the hat.  Moses remains obedient, a surrendered life. 
 
(Exodus 7:17 NKJV)  ‘Thus says the LORD: “By this you shall know that I am the LORD. Behold, I 
will strike the waters which are in the river with the rod that is in my hand, and they shall be 
turned to blood. 
 
Start Knocking them Off / Liberate Israel – Free Egyptians 
God is now going to start knocking the gods of Egypt off one-by-one.  I can relate to this, for that is what 
He did in my life.  First He started knocking this off, and then that, rather than being something of joy they 
became bondage in my life, and brought nothing but emptiness,  All the thigs I was so into (Drinking, 
partying, money, etc) became nothing to me, and it lead me to start looking into the things that would last.  
God said so all of Egypt may know.  God not only wants to liberate the children of Israel form their 
bondages, but so too does He want to free the Egyptians from theirs, and bring them into salvation. You 
can be sure that long before the last plague many people of Egypt not only knew who the true God was, 
but began to follow Him.  
 
(Exodus 7:18 NKJV)  “And the fish that are in the river shall die, the river shall stink, and the 
Egyptians will loathe to drink the water of the river.”’ “ 
(Exodus 7:19 NKJV)  Then the LORD spoke to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Take your rod and stretch 
out your hand over the waters of Egypt, over their streams, over their rivers, over their ponds, and 
over all their pools of water, that they may become blood. And there shall be blood throughout all 
the land of Egypt, both in buckets of wood and pitchers of stone.’” 
 
Word is Blood 
The word here is blood, not red in color.  The Lord will start with the blood, and end with the blood, for it is 
nothing but the blood.  Without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sin: 
(Hebrews 9:22 NKJV)  And according to the law almost all things are purified with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no 
remission. 

 
Blood Everywhere / Man Helping God 
Notice that it is everywhere, in the river, streams, ponds, pools, and in the wood buckets and stone 
buckets.  Someone would try to say that it was some phenomena of the soil that leaked into the waters, 
or some bacteria that was in the river. But God makes it clear that even the water that was in the buckets 
got changed.  There are always these people who try to help god out, they try to give some rational for 
how the miracles happened.  They say it was not the Red Sea but the Reed Sea they passed through, 



and it was only 3 feet deep, that’s how the children of Israel passed through the sea.  Ok, if that be true 
then how do explain the whole Egyptian Army drowning in 3 feet of water.  God performs miracles, he did 
so then, and He still does today. 
 
(Exodus 7:20 NKJV)  And Moses and Aaron did so, just as the LORD commanded. So he lifted up 
the rod and struck the waters that were in the river, in the sight of Pharaoh and in the sight of his 
servants. And all the waters that were in the river were turned to blood. 
(Exodus 7:21 NKJV)  The fish that were in the river died, the river stank, and the Egyptians could 
not drink the water of the river. So there was blood throughout all the land of Egypt. 
(Exodus 7:22 NKJV)  Then the magicians of Egypt did so with their enchantments; and Pharaoh’s 
heart grew hard, and he did not heed them, as the LORD had said. 
 
What Left for Magicians 
By the way, I have to ask the question, verse 21 says throughout all the land, so what water was left for 
the magicians to use.  The pictures of water were already filled, so all they had to do was pour it out.  
What ever the case they were able to deceive the people, for it was energized by Satan, and people who 
are blinded to the truth are easily deceived.  Still today, people buying all the lies of Satan and being 
plagued because they won’t turn to see the Truth. 
 
Make it Worse / Don’t Checkout 
Notice also that all they can do is duplicate, mirror, they can’t be original.  If they wanted to show power, 
then change the blood back to water, instead they just add to the problem.  No matter how bad something 
may seem, all Satan will do is make it worse.  I say that because there is a tendencies to want to 
checkout for a while when things get tough, go hang in the world for a while and take a break; all that will 
do is make make matters worse, as Satan gets his foot in the door. 
 
(Exodus 7:23 NKJV)  And Pharaoh turned and went into his house. Neither was his heart moved 
by this. 
(Exodus 7:24 NKJV)  So all the Egyptians dug all around the river for water to drink, because they 
could not drink the water of the river. 
(Exodus 7:25 NKJV)  And seven days passed after the LORD had struck the river. 
 
Egyptians Getting Dirty 
So the Egyptians are getting dirty now, it is not their servants digging, but they are.  Mind you, while this is 
going on, the children of Israel are still making bricks without straws. They will continue to endure 
hardship as the Lord is doing His work to show all of Egypt who the true God is, for He is the God of Love 
who loves the Egyptians too.  Sometimes God is working in other areas that we are not fully aware of, if 
aware of at all, at the very same time that you are going through a trial.  Know and trust, all things do 
work together for good: 
(Romans 8:28 NKJV)  And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called 
according to His purpose. 

 



The Power behind the Magicians: 
Exodus 7:25 

 
Recap / Powerful workings / Staffs – Water blood / Frogs / Powerful Magicians  
In this chapter 7 we have seen some mighty workings of God, but we also have seen some powerful 
workings of Satan.  When Moses throws his staff down, it turns into a serpent (or crocodile), the 
magicians counter and do the same.  Then Moses as directed by the Lord touches the waters with his 
staff and they turn to blood, the magicians do the same.  In chapter 8 we will see Moses calling the frogs 
up out of the waters unto the land, then the magicians do the same.  So for every powerful act of God, we 
say the same powerful act from the magicians: 
(Exodus 7:10 NKJV)  So Moses and Aaron went in to Pharaoh, and they did so, just as the LORD commanded. And Aaron cast 
down his rod before Pharaoh and before his servants, and it became a serpent. 
(Exodus 7:11 NKJV)  But Pharaoh also called the wise men and the sorcerers; so the magicians of Egypt, they also did in like 
manner with their enchantments. 
 
(Exodus 8:6 NKJV)  So Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of Egypt, and the frogs came up and covered the land of 
Egypt. 
(Exodus 8:7 NKJV)  And the magicians did so with their enchantments, and brought up frogs on the land of Egypt. 

 
Lets start in verse 20 for context of this study: 
 
(Exodus 7:20 NKJV)  And Moses and Aaron did so, just as the LORD commanded. So he lifted up 
the rod and struck the waters that were in the river, in the sight of Pharaoh and in the sight of his 
servants. And all the waters that were in the river were turned to blood. 
(Exodus 7:21 NKJV)  The fish that were in the river died, the river stank, and the Egyptians could 
not drink the water of the river. So there was blood throughout all the land of Egypt. 
(Exodus 7:22 NKJV)  Then the magicians of Egypt did so with their enchantments; and Pharaoh’s 
heart grew hard, and he did not heed them, as the LORD had said. 
(Exodus 7:23 NKJV)  And Pharaoh turned and went into his house. Neither was his heart moved 
by this. 
(Exodus 7:24 NKJV)  So all the Egyptians dug all around the river for water to drink, because they 
could not drink the water of the river. 
(Exodus 7:25 NKJV)  And seven days passed after the LORD had struck the river. 
 
Lasted 7 Days / Pharaoh not Convinced – Magicians duplicated / Manifestation of Satanic Pwr 
This plague lasted for seven days. Pharaoh was not convinced this was the hand of God because his 
magicians were able to duplicate the plague. This is an amazing thing! Lt was a manifestation of the 
power of Satan (even though they were powerless to change the blood back into pure water and the 
people suffered for 7 days). 
 
Satan has Power / Seeing – Occult Practices / Occultic – Cover up – Hide – Deceive 
Christian, know this, Satan has mighty powers.  What we are seeing here are occultic practices.  Occult 
means to cover up, hide, and deceive.   
 
Satan has Agenda – Deception / Deceives Pharaoh – Wants to Deceive You / Devour You 
Satan always has an agenda, and his agenda always comes with deception.  Satan here is using 
deception to fool Pharaoh so that God’s chosen people may stay under the heavy bondage of Egypt, and 
that is the same agenda that Satan works to today.  Just as Satan deceived people then, and lead to their 
destruction, so too does he today, he is looking for whom he may devour: 
(1 Peter 5:8 NKJV)  Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may 
devour. 

 
Important to Remember Enemy / Biblical View of Satan / Forget he Working Among Us 
I think it important from time to time to overview the enemy, to look at Satan and remind ourselves what 
he is, and what he wants to do.  I think it easy for us to forget, and not realize his workings among us.  
This may be nothing new to you, but it is important to take review of our enemy.  So let us recap him: 



• He is an apostate angel who fell from heaven (Lk 10:18; Jude; Rev 12:9).  His fall came from 
pride (Ish 14; Ezk 28).   

• He is the “Tempter” (1 Thess 3:5) – and he will always go to the well.  He will always come back 
to you and continually tempt you with the things that he knows once gripped you and took away 
from you being all that you could be in the Lord. 

• He is “Wicked,” and “Evil” (Mt 13:19).  Just look at that word evil, for that he is and it describes 
him perfectly.  Evil – take away the “e” and you have “vil” and he is vile.  Take away the “e” and 
the “v” and you have “il” and that is what wants to make you, ill.  Take away the “e-v-i” and you 
have “L”, and that is where he wants to take you, straight to Hell. 

• He is the “God of this world” (2 Cor 4:4).  Why the world is in such a mess, he still holds the Title 
Deed, and will continue to do so until the Lord is ready to start loosing the seals of Revelation 6. 

• He is the “Prince of this world” (Jn 12:31; 14:30; 16:11).   

• He is called the “Dragon, Serpent” (Rev 12:9; 20:2) – not puppy, kitten, or muffin cake. 

• He is a “Liar,” “Murderer” (Jn 8:44), and only the truth will set you free (Jhn 8:32). 

• He has a kingdom (Mt 12:26) which is hostile to Christ’s kingdom (Mt 16:18; Lk 11:18). 

• He rules a realm of demons (Mt 9:34), one-third of heaven rebelled with him, he has quite the 
army and I can tell you this, there is no civil war going on in hell, they are unified and have their 
marching order.  How sad it is that the church is constantly at war and hurting each other, and are 
so divided by denominationalism and critical spirits within the church directed at their very 
brethren, those they call brother. 

• He deceives the whole world (Rev 12:9; 13:14). 

• He works in the children of disobedience (Eph 2:2) and even among the apostles (Judas) (Mt 
16:23; Lk 22:31; Jn 13:2).  

• He opposes the people of God (1 Chr 21:1; Zech 3:2; Acts 5:3; 2 Cor 2:11; 1 Thess 2:18)  

• He sows the seeds of error and doubt in the church (Mt 13:39).  

• He blinds the minds of unbelievers (Mk 4:15; Acts 26:18; 2 Cor 4:4)  

• He is capable of possessing men (Jn 13:27).  

• He has the power of death (Heb 2:14)  

• He prowls about like a roaring lion seeking those he may devour (1 Pet 5:8).  

• His key abilities are power, deception and cunning. He is the cunning enemy of all men (Isa 47:9; 
Mt 6:13; 9:34; Lk 8:12; Jn 8:44; 13:27; Acts 16:18; 2 Cor 2:11; 4:4; 11:3; Col 1:13; 2 Thess 2:9; 2 
Tim 2:26). 

• He has great power (2 Thess 2:9),  

• He is subtle (Gen 3:1),  

• He has treacherous snares (2 Tim 2:26),  

• He has wiles (trickery) (Eph 6:11),  

• He has devices (2 Cor 2:11),  

• He has transforming, impersonating abilities (2 Cor 11:14).  

• He is mentally unbalanced and self-deluded, for He attempted to gain the worship of God Himself 
(Mk 1:13; Mt 4:1-10)! 

 
This is our Enemy / No Cruise Control / War is Daily 
This is our enemy, and this is who is out to devour you.  We would do well to remind ourselves of who 
hates us, and keep that in mind any time we think we got it all under control, things are well, I can cruise.  
There is no cruise control in the Christians life when you have an enemy like this.  The war is daily, and 
will not end until the Lord calls us home. 
 
4 Areas 
Let’s look at 4 areas concerning Satan: 

• Demonic Activity (Occultic) 

• Demonic Possession 

• Demonic Oppression 

• Demonic Submission 
 



Demonic Activity (Occultic) 
Genuine Power in Occult / Satan Power Behind All 
There is genuine power in the occult (Isa 47:9), as we have clearly seen in Exodus, but it’s demonic 
power (Mt 24:24; Acts 8:7; 13:6-11; 16:16-19; 19:18-20; 2 Cor 4:4; Eph 6:7-11, 22; 2 Tim 3:8). Any 
serious study of Biblical demonology will reveal Satan as the power behind false religion, witchcraft, 
idolatry and the occult (Deut 32:16,17; Ps 106:35-40; Acts 16:16-19; 1 Cor 10:19-21; 2 Thess 2:9, 10; 1 
Tim 4:1f). 
 
Scriptures Forbid / Ouija board – Hotlines 
The Scriptures expressly forbid any dabbling in these things.  The penalty for such things amongst the 
people of Israel was stoning to death.  Christians are told not to mess with any of the occultic things so 
they do not open themselves up to the demonic spiritual realm.  This would include board games like 
Ouija Dungeon and Dragons, horoscopes, fortunetellers, palm readers, tea leaves, psychic hotlines, and 
the likes: 
(Deuteronomy 18:9 NKJV)  “When you come into the land which the LORD your God is giving you, you shall not learn to follow the 
abominations of those nations. 
(Deuteronomy 18:10 NKJV)  “There shall not be found among you anyone who makes his son or his daughter pass through the fire, 
or one who practices witchcraft, or a soothsayer, or one who interprets omens, or a sorcerer, 
(Deuteronomy 18:11 NKJV)  “or one who conjures spells, or a medium, or a spiritist, or one who calls up the dead. 
(Deuteronomy 18:12 NKJV)  “For all who do these things are an abomination to the LORD, and because of these abominations the 
LORD your God drives them out from before you. 
(Deuteronomy 18:13 NKJV)  “You shall be blameless before the LORD your God. 
(Deuteronomy 18:14 NKJV)  “For these nations which you will dispossess listened to soothsayers and diviners; but as for you, the 
LORD your God has not appointed such for you. 
 
(Leviticus 19:31 NKJV)  ‘Give no regard to mediums and familiar spirits; do not seek after them, to be defiled by them: I am the 
LORD your God. 

 
Drug Usage – Occultic  / Pharmakeia – Drugs 
I would even suggest to you that drug usage is considered part of occultic practices.   
I might add, in Galatians the word for sorcery is “pharmakeia” where we get our word for drugs.  The 
reason behind the translation is that drug usage opens a person up to demonic influences because they 
no longer have total control over their mind and are easily influenced.  Amazing how many murders are 
committed when someone is in a drug induced haze.  I might add that many suicides drugs and alcohol 
were an influencing factor.   
(Galatians 5:19 NKJV)  Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 
(Galatians 5:20 NKJV)  idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 
(Galatians 5:21 NKJV)  envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in 
time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

 
Increase Today / Para-Normal / Vodoo Scattered from New Orleans 
Today there is an increased interest in the things of the “para-normal” which we know as the occult.  
There is the physic hotlines, drive down the road and you will shops set-up for people to read your future, 
contact your dead loved one.  One of the most popular TV shows is with the “channeler” who contacts the 
dead and gives messages to the living loved ones.  These things are broadly accepted in our world today.  
Consider also how many people are into astrology, the reading of horoscopes, and all the fascination with 
UFO’s, aliens, and televisions shows and movies dealing with things such as vampires, witches, and 
sorcerers.  Just a note, a recent article in USA Today said that 15% of the population in New Orleans 
practiced voodoo.  Since Hurricane Katrina they have been scattered from New Orleans.  I wonder where 
they may have gone. 
 
Last Days – Increase Doctrine of Demons 
This is no surprise because we are told that in the last days there will be an increase in the doctrine of 
demons:  
(1 Timothy 4:1 NKJV)  Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving 
spirits and doctrines of demons, 
(1 Timothy 4:2 NKJV)  speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot iron, 

 
 
 



Days of Noah / Strange Demonic Activity / 4 Things 
Jesus said concerning the Last Days, that as it was in the days of Noah, so too will it be when the Son of 
Man comes.  Now we know that refers to people just eating and drinking, and marrying, as if all is well not 
knowing the Lords return is soon.  But a study in the Book of Genesis also showed us that along with that, 
there was a population explosion, men filled with evil imaginations, the earth was filled with violence, and 
strange demonic activity going on at the time: 
(Matthew 24:37 NKJV)  “But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. 
(Matthew 24:38 NKJV)  “For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the 
day that Noah entered the ark, 

 
(Genesis 6:2 NKJV)  that the sons of God saw the daughters of men, that they were beautiful; and they took wives for themselves of 
all whom they chose. 
(Genesis 6:3 NKJV)  And the LORD said, “My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, for he is indeed flesh; yet his days shall be one 
hundred and twenty years.” 
(Genesis 6:4 NKJV)  There were giants on the earth in those days, and also afterward, when the sons of God came in to the 
daughters of men and they bore children to them. Those were the mighty men who were of old, men of renown. 

 
4 things that were happening in those last days of Noah, and they parallel in our day also: 

• Population Explosion – 6:1 

• Strange and Extreme Sexual Behavior – 6:2-4 

• Evil Imaginations – 6:5-10 

• The Earth Filled with Violence – 6:11-13 
 
How Magicians Duplicate – Occult Practices / Satan has Agenda – Deception  
So what we are seeing here in Exodus with these sorcerers is none other than people tapping into the 
demonic realm.  What we are seeing here are occultic practices, and they will increase in these days that 
we live in.  Again, occult means to cover up, hide, and deceive.  Satan always has an agenda, and his 
agenda always comes with deception.  Satan here is using deception to fool Pharaoh so that God’s 
chosen people may stay under the heavy bondage of Egypt, and that is the same agenda that Satan 
works to today.  Satan’s agenda is plain and simple, even though it is cloaked in deception, he is seeking 
to devour man, all man: 
(1 Peter 5:8 NKJV)  Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may 
devour. 

 

 
Demonic Possession 
Powerful and Real / Found in the Scriptures / No Christian can be Posed 
The demonic power of Satan is real, we read about it in the Bible, and it is even possible for Satan or 
Demons to posse a person.  Before we go on let me say, no Christian need worry about being demon 
posed, for it is not possible for Satan dwell in the same body as Jesus.  Darkness can not co-exist with 
the Light: 
(1 John 4:4 NKJV)  You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he who is in 
the world. 
 
(1 John 1:4 NKJV)  And these things we write to you that your joy may be full. 
(1 John 1:5 NKJV)  This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no 
darkness at all. 
 

Judas / Jesus cast Demons / So did Paul / Not just a Story 
Most notable person that was demon possessed, actually Satan posed was Judas who betrayed the 
Lord.  And we know Jesus cast the demons out of the man and cast them into the swine.  Paul cast the 
demon out of the slave girl.  Demon possession is real, and not just a story.   
(Luke 22:3 NKJV)  Then Satan entered Judas, surnamed Iscariot, who was numbered among the twelve. 
 
(Matthew 8:28 NKJV)  When He had come to the other side, to the country of the Gergesenes, there met Him two demon-
possessed men, coming out of the tombs, exceedingly fierce, so that no one could pass that way. 
(Matthew 8:29 NKJV)  And suddenly they cried out, saying, “What have we to do with You, Jesus, You Son of God? Have You come 
here to torment us before the time?” 
(Matthew 8:30 NKJV)  Now a good way off from them there was a herd of many swine feeding. 
(Matthew 8:31 NKJV)  So the demons begged Him, saying, “If You cast us out, permit us to go away into the herd of swine.” 



(Matthew 8:32 NKJV)  And He said to them, “Go.” So when they had come out, they went into the herd of swine. And suddenly the 
whole herd of swine ran violently down the steep place into the sea, and perished in the water. 
 
(Acts 16:16 NKJV)  Now it happened, as we went to prayer, that a certain slave girl possessed with a spirit of divination met us, who 
brought her masters much profit by fortune-telling. 
(Acts 16:17 NKJV)  This girl followed Paul and us, and cried out, saying, “These men are the servants of the Most High God, who 
proclaim to us the way of salvation.” 
(Acts 16:18 NKJV)  And this she did for many days. But Paul, greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I command you in the 
name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And he came out that very hour. 

 
Girl in Padded Cell – Bites on Shoulder 
The most memorable case study I remember reading about is the girl who was put into a padded cell, 
they thought she was crazy because she kept talking about being attacked by demons, nobody believe 
her until they saw the bite marks on her shoulder: 
 
Antiochus Epiphany / Cesar Nero / Domitian / Hitler  
Over history there have been mad-men that many feel have been demon posed, even Satan fully taking 
over them; Antiochus Epiphany overthrew Jerusalem and went into the temple and demanded to be 
worshipped as God.  There was Cesar Nero who would light the Christians on fire and drive his chariots 
past them naked and yell at them “light of the world, light of the world”.  Emperor Domitian was another.  
More recently many think Adolph Hitler was demon posed, killing 6 million Jews, and millions of the 
innocent in Europe during the war sounds like demon possession.   
 
Joseph Kony / LRA – Uganda / 10 Commandments / Murder – Rape – Mutilate  
Here is a person who I believe very well may be demon posed, his name is Joseph Kony and he leads 
the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA).  The LRA, formed in 1987, is a rebel paramilitary group operating 
mainly in northern Uganda. The group is engaged in an armed rebellion against the Ugandan government 
in what is now one of Africa’s longest-running conflicts. It is led by Joseph Kony, who proclaims himself a 
spirit medium and apparently wishes to establish a state based on his unique interpretation of Biblical 
millenarianism.  How does he recruit his army?  He raids villages at night (cloaked in darkness), he 
kidnaps the children, and forces them to kill their parents with machetes.  Part of their evil includes group 
rapes (demoralize their enemy), murder, and mutilation.  He will have his men cut the ears and lips off the 
woman to leave the lasting memory of who they are.  The young men they kidnap, if they try to escape 
they will be murdered, cut in pieces, and every soldier will eat a piece of their flesh as a reminder of what 
happens to anyone who tries to defy.   
 
Psalm 10 
(Psalms 10:8 NKJV)  He sits in the lurking places of the villages; In the secret places he murders the innocent; His eyes are secretly 
fixed on the helpless. 
(Psalms 10:9 NKJV)  He lies in wait secretly, as a lion in his den; He lies in wait to catch the poor; He catches the poor when he 
draws him into his net. 
(Psalms 10:10 NKJV)  So he crouches, he lies low, That the helpless may fall by his strength. 
(Psalms 10:11 NKJV)  He has said in his heart, “God has forgotten; He hides His face; He will never see.” 

 
Calvary Chapel Efforts 
What happens now, every night, is that 1,000’s of the children now hike to a location and they sleep 
together at the Church of Uganda, in safe and sanitary environment (they are called Night Commuters).  
And, every night these children are hearing the gospel of Jesus Christ and 1,000’s have made 
commitments to Christ.  Far Reaching Ministries, a Outreach Ministry of Calvary Chapel, are currently 
involved in ministry to these people, and have plans to build an armed fortress for the children to sleep in 
at night (www.farreachingministies.org). 
 

Demonic Oppression 
But Christians can be Oppressed / Friend with Scratches 
Now Christians can not be posed, but there are plenty of stories of Christians being oppressed.  I think 
some biblical examples would clearly be Job, and I think we see it when Paul had the thorn in the flesh: 
(Job 1:12 NKJV)  And the LORD said to Satan, “Behold, all that he has is in your power; only do not lay a hand on his person.” So 
Satan went out from the presence of the LORD. 
 

http://www.farreachingministies/


(2 Corinthians 12:7 NKJV)  And lest I should be exalted above measure by the abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the flesh 
was given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I be exalted above measure. 
(2 Corinthians 12:8 NKJV)  Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart from me. 
(2 Corinthians 12:9 NKJV)  And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.” 
Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 

 
Steve in College / Friend in England 
I can remember in Bible College my friend Steve, one day felt like he was having a heart attack, but he 
wasn’t, he felt like someone was standing on his chest, and when he cried out to Jesus, immediately the 
weight was lifted.  I just got some pictures form a brother I went to Bible College with, and he has 
scratches on his head, and he said he has no idea where they came from, he was just studying and felt a 
burning, went an looked in the mirror and saw the scratches, I first thought maybe he touched something 
prior, scratched his head, and they it later reacted with the skin.  I thought that until I counted 6 evenly 
spaced scratches on his head. 
 
Friend / Satanic Activities / Sex 
I am reminded of my friend of many years whom I went to high school with (a professing Christian).  He 
was dating a most wonderful girl, and I met her and thought she was great.  A few months later I called 
him (I had moved away) and asked how it was going and was shocked with his answer.  He said he found 
out that she was a satan worshipper.  I can’t remember how he found out, but he did.  He went and talked 
to the police and they said yes this area has an increased activity in the occult, and we actually have 
people assigned to keep a tab on all that happens, and that they have been notified and shown multiple 
sights where there were signs of animal sacrifices and satanic altars.  Now here is something else that 
was interesting, the officer said that from their investigation they have found that if one of the followers 
can seduce a Christian (by sexual intercourse) they consider it a trophy and a triumph.  You young 
people, take heed. 
 
 

Demonic  Submission 
Not to have Fear / Greater is He 
As scary as all this is, no Christian need to live in fear, for Greater is He, and the demonic forces are in 
submission to Him!   
(1 John 4:4 NKJV)  You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he who is in 
the world. 

 
Demons Must Obey Him 
Greater is He, therefore Satan and his henchmen must obey Jesus: 
(Matthew 8:28 NKJV)  When He had come to the other side, to the country of the Gergesenes, there met Him two demon-
possessed men, coming out of the tombs, exceedingly fierce, so that no one could pass that way. 
(Matthew 8:29 NKJV)  And suddenly they cried out, saying, “What have we to do with You, Jesus, You Son of God? Have You come 
here to torment us before the time?” 
(Matthew 8:30 NKJV)  Now a good way off from them there was a herd of many swine feeding. 
(Matthew 8:31 NKJV)  So the demons begged Him, saying, “If You cast us out, permit us to go away into the herd of swine.” 
(Matthew 8:32 NKJV)  And He said to them, “Go.” So when they had come out, they went into the herd of swine. And suddenly the 
whole herd of swine ran violently down the steep place into the sea, and perished in the water. 

 
Resist the Devil 
We are to resist the devil, and God promises that He will flee.  Mind you he will be right back, but then 
you are to resist him again, and again.   
(James 4:7 NKJV)  Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 

 
He will not Rest / Roaring Lion 
Satan will not rest, his whole desire is to devour you, and you must be on guard.   
(1 Peter 5:8 NKJV)  Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may 
devour. 

 
Given us Weapons 



How do we resist him, we go to war against, both offensively and defensively – put on your battle gear, 
this is war.  The Lord has given us the weapons to battle and win every battle against the forces of 
darkness. 
(Ephesians 6:10 NKJV)  Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. 
(Ephesians 6:11 NKJV)  Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 
(Ephesians 6:12 NKJV)  For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers 
of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 
(Ephesians 6:13 NKJV)  Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having 
done all, to stand. 
(Ephesians 6:14 NKJV)  Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 
(Ephesians 6:15 NKJV)  and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 
(Ephesians 6:16 NKJV)  above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked 
one. 
(Ephesians 6:17 NKJV)  And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God;  
(Ephesians 6:18 NKJV)  praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance 
and supplication for all the saints; 

 
Put on the Armor / Stay in the Light 
Put on the armor, and keep the Light on – for darkness must flee from the Light.   
 
Satan is a Defeated Foe 
Satan is a defeated, he is powerless against us, except to the point we allow him, for Jesus has 
triumphed over him there at the cross.  It is the resurrection power that puts Satan in submission. 
(Colossians 2:15 NKJV)  Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it. 
 
(Matthew 28:1 NKJV)  Now after the Sabbath, as the first day of the week began to dawn, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 
came to see the tomb. 
(Matthew 28:2 NKJV)  And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and 
rolled back the stone from the door, and sat on it. 
(Matthew 28:3 NKJV)  His countenance was like lightning, and his clothing as white as snow. 
(Matthew 28:4 NKJV)  And the guards shook for fear of him, and became like dead men. 
(Matthew 28:5 NKJV)  But the angel answered and said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was 
crucified. 
(Matthew 28:6 NKJV)  “He is not here; for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. 

 
Satan is Powerful / Be Reminded of That 
Christian Satan is powerful; he works in people who open themselves up to his ways.  And he works 
against the children of God with the sole purpose of devouring them.  He is working against you right 
now, against your family, and against this church.  May we always be reminded of that, and may we 
watch each others back, may we look out for each other, and may we stand together against him, while 
under the strong arm of our Lord Jesus Christ – Amen. 
 
 
 
 



Exodus 8 

Plague 2 (Frogs) / One More Night with the Frogs: 8:1-15 
 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
Recap / 5-Extra Burden / 6 – Reaffirms / 7 – Staff & Blood 
In chapter 5 we saw Moses standing before Pharaoh, but things didn’t go as Moses thought they would, 
for rather than releasing the children of Israel from their bondage in Egypt, Pharaoh adds more burden 
upon their bondage by forcing them to make bricks without straw.  The people were not happy with 
Moses, but in chapter 6 God reaffirms to Moses that he has been chosen, and that the children of Israel 
have been also.  In chapter 7 Moses goes before Pharaoh, the first plague was levied against Egypt, as 
all the water in the land was turned into blood.  Now the second plague: 
 
2nd Plague – Frogs Amongst the Land 
(Exodus 8:1 NKJV)  And the LORD spoke to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh and say to him, ‘Thus says 
the LORD: “Let My people go, that they may serve Me. 
(Exodus 8:2 NKJV)  “But if you refuse to let them go, behold, I will smite all your territory with 
frogs. 
(Exodus 8:3 NKJV)  “So the river shall bring forth frogs abundantly, which shall go up and come 
into your house, into your bedroom, on your bed, into the houses of your servants, on your 
people, into your ovens, and into your kneading bowls. 
(Exodus 8:4 NKJV)  “And the frogs shall come up on you, on your people, and on all your 
servants.”’ “ 
(Exodus 8:5 NKJV)  Then the LORD spoke to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Stretch out your hand with 
your rod over the streams, over the rivers, and over the ponds, and cause frogs to come up on the 
land of Egypt.’” 
(Exodus 8:6 NKJV)  So Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of Egypt, and the frogs came 
up and covered the land of Egypt. 
 
Frogs Everywhere / Walked – Sat – Kitchen to bedroom 
Frogs were everywhere—in Egyptian bedrooms, in kitchens, in every room in the house, in kneading 
troughs and in ovens. When they walked, they walked on frogs; when they sat, they sat on frogs. It was a 
terrible situation. 
 
Deity / Jewelry / Heqt – Fertility / No Insecticides – good for Economy  
Of course they were sacred and should not be killed.  An archeological dig uncovered jewelry that 
Egyptians wore that bore the images of frogs.  This frog deity was Heqt; she was a goddess with a face of 
a frog.  She was considered the goddess of fertility, and was multi-breasted (breast symbols of fertility 
through the centuries of idol worship).  Obviously she was the goddess of fertility because frogs 
reproduce so rapidly.   We say rabbits, they said frogs.  Also, frogs were considered from god because in 
those days they did not have insecticides, and it would be the frogs that would eat the bugs that would eat 
the crops.  So they saw frogs as a blessing from god, important to their livelihood and economy. 
 
Everywhere / Once Blessing now Burden 
So now there are frogs everywhere, and what was once considered a blessing is now a burden. 
 
(Exodus 8:7 NKJV)  And the magicians did so with their enchantments, and brought up frogs on 
the land of Egypt. 
 
 



Magicians Duplicate / Make it Worse – Can’t Remove 
Once again the Egyptian magicians duplicated the plague of frogs. This reveals the power of Satan.  It is 
interesting to note that although the magicians could multiply the frogs, they could not remove them.  As 
we have said before, Satan can and will only make matters worse.  So anything he has to offer you will 
only make matters worse. 
 
Bud Light 
Pharaoh doesn’t call on his gods to help him out of the situation.  The god he worshipped, Hect, was no 
help in his time of need.  I would say the same to people today, call out on your god, see if he will help 
you, you will find that your god will only make matters worse.  Bud Light, Bud Light, help me.  My 
marriage is in shambles, my wife is tired of my drinking, my late hours at the bar – Bud Light help me.  
Bud Light will help you no more than Ray Lewis will, than the Baltimore Ravens, then the television, than 
your bank account, your job title. 
 
(Exodus 8:8 NKJV)  Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron, and said, “Entreat the LORD that 
He may take away the frogs from me and from my people; and I will let the people go, that they 
may sacrifice to the LORD.” 
 
Pharaoh Upset / God knocking off gods / Who is the Lord 
Pharaoh was so upset by this plague that he was ready to promise anything. God was beginning to force 
this king to acknowledge who He is.  God is knocking off the gods of Egypt.  Every plague was levied 
against an Egyptian god.  Back in Exodus 5 Pharaoh said who is the Lord, now he is starting to find out: 
(Exodus 5:2 NKJV)  And Pharaoh said, “Who is the LORD, that I should obey His voice to let Israel go? I do not know the LORD, 
nor will I let Israel go.” 

 
(Exodus 8:9 NKJV)  And Moses said to Pharaoh, “Accept the honor of saying when I shall 
intercede for you, for your servants, and for your people, to destroy the frogs from you and your 
houses, that they may remain in the river only.” 
 
Exactly what Time 
Moses is saying you set the time, so when it happens at the time you set, you will know it was the Lord 
with out any doubts.   
 
(Exodus 8:10 NKJV)  So he said, “Tomorrow.” And he said, “Let it be according to your word, that 
you may know that there is no one like the LORD our God. 
(Exodus 8:11 NKJV)  “And the frogs shall depart from you, from your houses, from your servants, 
and from your people. They shall remain in the river only.” 
(Exodus 8:12 NKJV)  Then Moses and Aaron went out from Pharaoh. And Moses cried out to the 
LORD concerning the frogs which He had brought against Pharaoh. 
(Exodus 8:13 NKJV)  So the LORD did according to the word of Moses. And the frogs died out of 
the houses, out of the courtyards, and out of the fields. 
 
Word Spoken 
Once the word was spoken the frogs died out.  There is power in the spoken word of God. 
 
(Exodus 8:14 NKJV)  They gathered them together in heaps, and the land stank. 
(Exodus 8:15 NKJV)  But when Pharaoh saw that there was relief, he hardened his heart and did 
not heed them, as the LORD had said. 
 
Stank – Resultant of Pharaoh Sin / Picture of Sin / Take a Whiff – How quickly we Forget 
It stank, the whole land stank.  These frogs were because of Pharaoh’s sin, his unwillingness to repent, 
they were the resultant of his sin, and a picture of sin.  The whole land stank, and that is the problem with 
sin, even after it is dealt with it leaves a stench.  Take a deep whiff, let the stench burn into your memory, 
and then next time around may it be a reminder to you.  Too bad Pharaoh didn’t remember the stench of 
the frogs, for how quickly he forgot and went right back into rebellion against God.  And how quickly 
people forget the destruction of a sin in their life, how drugs or alcohol, lying, cheating, stealing, hatred, 



anger, bitterness, that little flirtatious look, how all those things led down a path of pain and destruction, 
how it made life stink. 
 
Doing what Frogs Do / Blessing – Curse / Sin brings Pleasure – then Curse 
These frogs, millions of them, would be doing what every living creature does, and they would be doing it 
all over the place.  What was once a blessing has now become a curse.  It is a picture of what sin does to 
us.  Sin can bring pleasure in the beginning, but then it turns into a curse. 
 
Frogs Everywhere / Effected Every Area 
Notice where these frogs were, they were everywhere, it effected every area of their lives.  That is what 
sin will do, it will effect every area of your life and if you think you can localize and contain sin, then you 
are deceived and fooling your self.  The frogs were in the homes, and sin will effect your family and home 
life and it doesn’t matter where you commit it at.  What happens in Vegas stays in Vegas is a lie, it will 
come back home with you, because you are in the home.  What happens at school, work, and vacation 
will come home with you.  Notice it was in the bedroom, the place of peace and rest, if there is one place 
we should have peace and quiet it is the bedroom, but it will follow you there.  It was in the bed, sin will 
effect your love life, and listen to me, even if it is not a sexual sin you are in, for the most powerful sexual 
organ is the mind, and sin will effect your mind.  The frogs were in the servants homes too, and sin will 
effect your work life.  They found there way into the oven, and so too sin will make it to your dinner table.  
There were even frogs in the kneading bowls; everyday life, sin finds a way to effect even the most 
common, mundane, routine, tasks of life.  You see sin becomes part of the person, and therefore where 
ever and whatever the person is doing, the sin is with them: 
(Exodus 8:3 NKJV)  “So the river shall bring forth frogs abundantly, which shall go up and come into your house, into your bedroom, 
on your bed, into the houses of your servants, on your people, into your ovens, and into your kneading bowls. 
(Exodus 8:4 NKJV)  “And the frogs shall come up on you, on your people, and on all your servants.” 

 
Blessing – Curse / No Big Deal – Under Control / Sin pours over River banks 
These frogs, millions of them, would be doing what every living creature does, and they would be doing it 
all over the place.  What was once a blessing has now become a curse.  It is a picture of what sin does to 
us.  Sin can bring pleasure in the beginning, but then it turns into a curse.   You may say it no big deal, its 
no problem to me, I have it all contained, everything is within river banks so to say, I have it all under 
control.  But sin has a way of pouring over the river banks, what was once contained has now gotten out 
of control. 
 
25m Alcoholics  
25 million alcoholics in the United States, and ask every one of them and they will tell you they never 
thought that first drink would bring them to this.  By the way, alcoholism is the disease that you are 
guaranteed not to catch if you don’t break the seal.  It is the only disease that is legalized and sold also.  
Those first days, weeks, months, maybe even years of partying – hey I got it under control, no problem.  
Rebbit-croak, as not only now are they effected, but so too are their jobs, their families, their marriage, 
their love life, their everyday tasks. 
 
Evangelistic Dating 
Hey, I know he is not a believer, but someday he will come around and we will have a completed life 
together.  I have the relationship all under control, I have it contained.  I will evangelize him/her while we 
date, and he/she will of course get saved.  If not, then I have it under control, and I’ll walk away.  Ribbit-
croak, as they find themselves pregnant, married, distant from the Lord because that person never did get 
saved, the frog never did turn into a prince, and not only that they drew you away from the Lord.  And 
every aspect of your everyday life has now been effected by that frog in your life.   
 
Temper – Tongue – Bitter – Clicks 
What’s wrong with my temper, I got it under control.  My tongue isn’t a wild fire.  I’m not bitter you jerk.  It’s 
just some late night clicks of a mouse or a remote, it gets me in the mood.  Ribbet- craok. 
 
 
 



Pharaoh Realizes / Says TOMORROW – One more Night 
Pharaoh comes to the realization, as many people do, that the frogs are out of control.  Ok Moses they 
have got to go, and Moses when, and one of the most amazing answers, but not surprising answers in all 
the Bible, and a picture of man – Pharaoh says, Tomorrow.  Pharaoh says to give him one more night 
with the frogs, yes they have to go, but I’ll take one more night with the frogs, one more night of not 
yielding and giving control over to God. 
 
We Realize got to Go / People – Relationships / Lord says When / We say Tomorrow 
These things we think we have so under control, yet we come to the realization that they have to go.  My 
computer usage is out of control now.  The people I hang with are not good for me.  That romantic 
relationship is not good, it is not right.  I know I staying up late watching television is robbing my study and 
prayer time, filling my mind with things that are not good.  These things have got to go, and the Lord says 
when do you want me to take it, and we say – Tomorrow.   
 
Tomorrow / Goodbye – Holidays – Anger – Drink – Softball – Taxes – Subscription – Vacation –  
I am going to get serious about it, tomorrow; I am going to deal with it tomorrow.  But for tonight, give me 
one more night with the frogs.  Give me one more night to say goodbye, or it’s the holidays nobody wants 
to be alone over the holidays.  I’m going to be angry at him/her one more night to make my point.  One 
last drink with the guys, or after softball season is over.  After I file my taxes.  After my subscription runs 
out.  After this vacation.  After the next promotion.  One more night, yes tomorrow. 
 
God gives Pharaoh Grace / Pharaoh Hardens / We Say Bail me Out – This Time Different 
God gives Pharaoh grace, but rather than glorify God he hardens his heart.  How often a man will cry out 
to the Lord, oh bail me out of this one, help me, and then when they are out of the trouble totally forget 
the one whom they cried out to.  The Lord meets the need and then a week later, month later, they find 
themselves right back where they started but they say, well this time is going to be different, yes it is 
nearly identical, but this time is going to be different because I am going to handle it better. 
 
Every Day you say Tomorrow – Heart Gets harder / Repeat sin – Strengthens that Sin 
Pharaoh’s heart gets harder, because every day you let it stay, every time you say tomorrow, your heart 
gets harder, and it gets that much harder to walk away.  Every time you repeat that sin, you strengthen it 
in your life.  Every time you say tomorrow, the more those frogs will plague you and trouble you. 
(Hebrews 4:7 NKJV)  again He designates a certain day, saying in David, “Today,” after such a long time, as it has been said: 
“Today, if you will hear His voice, Do not harden your hearts.” 

 
Frogs in the Bucket Swimming 
I think many of you will remember the science books form school, maybe you remember this study that 
was done with frogs.  They threw frogs into hot water and immediately they jumped out of the bucket 
because the water was shocking to their system.  So then they put them in a metal bucket that was over a 
burner.  The water was room temperature when they put them in but would gradually increase over time 
until it was boiling.  Well the frogs didn’t jump out, they just swam along, and as the water temperature 
increased, so did their body temperatures, as it adapted to the heat.  The resultant was they never 
jumped out, and eventually their bodies overheated and they boiled to death.  That is sin and the believer; 
first it is so shocking, I can’t believe I thought that, then did that, and then the more we dabble in it, the 
more we become desensitized to it, the more we adapt to it, to the point we are enjoying the Jacuzzi, not 
realize how badly things have become.  Sin is fun for a season, but its only a season: 
(Hebrews 11:25 KJV)  Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; 

  
Sin Stinks – Smells up the Place 
Sin stinks, and it will smell up the place. 
 
Recognize – Resist – Rejoice 
3 things to do, in spiritual warfare, battles with the world, and battles with our flesh; Recognize, Resist, 
and Rejoice. 
(James 4:7 NKJV)  Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 
(James 4:8 NKJV)  Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you 
double-minded. 



 
Recognize 
Don’t Justify / It is from the Lord / Satan Accommodates  
Recognize it as sin, don’t try to justify it.  We can justify anything, hey 24 beers in a case, 24 hours in a 
day, no coincidence.  Oh this has to be from the Lord, look how things just fell in place.  Satan is always 
more than happy to accommodate you in making sin easy to enter into.   
 
Sin – Forbidden / Protect – Provide / God has Better 
Listen sin isn’t bad because it is forbidden, sin is forbidden because it is bad.  God hates what sin does to 
His creation and that is why He say don’t touch, do not enter.  God calls sin, sin because He wants to 
protect you from its harm, and provide for you something much better.  If you think you sin is so great, just 
know that God has something much better than what you think is great, but you can not and will not have 
while you are still engaged in that sin.  
 
3 Months this is Going to Happen / Sin Find You Out / Sowing – Reaping 
I tell people, ok here is what is going to happen, in the next 3 months, 6 months, this and this is going to 
happen and you are going to be devastated.  Am I a prophet, no not really, I just know that a man’s sin 
will always find him out, and it is the law of sowing and reaping and it can not be escaped. 
(Galatians 6:7 NKJV)  Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. 
(Galatians 6:8 NKJV)  For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit 
reap everlasting life. 
(Galatians 6:9 NKJV)  And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart. 
 
(Numbers 32:23 NKJV)  “But if you do not do so, then take note, you have sinned against the LORD; and be sure your sin will find 
you out. 

 
His Love Covers – but Repercussions / Sowing Sat – Crop Failure Sunday / Plant – Bloom 
Yes His love and mercy covers your sin, His grace forgets it, but your sin will always have repercussions, 
it is the Law of Life (I call it).  Sowing and reaping, your sin seeking you out.  Whatever you plant, it will 
bloom.  Someone once said don’t sow wild oats on Saturday night and come to church Sunday morning 
and pray for a crop failure.  Whatever you plant, will bloom. 
 

Resist 
Resist / Power to Overcome / Sin Dealt Death Blow 
Resist – Resist the devil, resist your flesh, resist the world calling.  You have been given the power to 
overcome any and every sin in your life.  The power of sin has been dealt a death blow by our 
Commander and Chief Jesus Christ.  His spoken word says so 
(Romans 6:11 NKJV)  Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
(Romans 6:12 NKJV)  Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts. 
(Romans 6:13 NKJV)  And do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God 
as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. 
(Romans 6:14 NKJV)  For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace. 

 
Believe Spoken Word / Tap Power Source 
Believe His word, quit making excuses, and tap into the power source to overcome: 
(Philippians 4:13 NKJV)  I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. 

 
Power in Spoken Word – Moses Spoke – Frogs Died 
When Moses spoke the word, the frogs ceased, there is power in the spoken word of God: 
(Exodus 8:12 NKJV)  Then Moses and Aaron went out from Pharaoh. And Moses cried out to the LORD concerning the frogs which 
He had brought against Pharaoh. 
(Exodus 8:13 NKJV)  So the LORD did according to the word of Moses. And the frogs died out of the houses, out of the courtyards, 
and out of the fields. 

 
Commandments – Enablements 
Christian, Gods commandments are God’s enablements.  God’s commandments are God’s 
empowerment.  Whatever he calls us to, He will empower us for. 
 
 



Frogs Mean Repent / Depart from the Frogs / Don’t Play another Day 
Repent – The root word for frogs means to depart early, to return, to repent.  There is a key, when a frog 
is plaguing you, to depart early, quickly get away from it, return, repent, don’t play around with frogs and 
allow them to stay around until the next day. 
 
Refuse to Go where Frogs Croaking 
Refuse – Refuse to go where the frogs are croaking.  Stay away from the people and places that bring 
you into the compromise and bondage. 
 

Rejoice 
Rejoice Over the Victory 
Rejoice and give glory to God for the victory that He will bring you.  Join Him in worship, give Him 
thanksgiving even before you have victory, for he will bring victory when you say “Today”.  Rejoice in Him, 
and stay close to Him day-by-day. 
 
Today it has to God / Pour – Flush – Plug – Tear – Kick 
So, whatever it may be, today, not tomorrow, it has got to go.  Go home and pour it out, flush it down, kick 
them out, plug it up, tear it out, whatever it may be – today.  Set yourself free; there is power in 
obedience, but there is danger in delay – just ask Pharaoh. 
 
Live the Abundant Life / Not another Night with the Frogs 
Live the abundant life that Jesus has offered you, today, don’t spend even one more night with the frogs” 
(John 10:10 NKJV)  “The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and 
that they may have it more abundantly. 

 
 



Plagues 3&4 (Lice & Flies) / Satan’s Offer to Compromise: 
8:16-32 

 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
Recap – Blood & Frogs 
We have covered plagues 1 and 2, the water turning to blood and the frogs covering the land.  Pharaoh 
refuses to let the children of Israel leave, and so we pick up here with the 3rd plague. 
 
3rd Plague – Lice Amongst the Land 

(Exodus 8:16 NKJV)  So the LORD said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Stretch out your rod, and strike 
the dust of the land, so that it may become lice throughout all the land of Egypt.’” 
 
No Warning 
With plagues 1 and 2 God gave a warning to Pharaoh of what was coming, but here in this 3rd plague 
there is no warning.  We will see this pattern of 2 and 1 repeated for the remaining plagues.  Plagues 4 
and 5 (swarms of flies and death to cattle) there will be a warning, but the 6th plague of boils upon man, 
no warning.   Plagues 7 and 8 (hail and locust upon the land) there will be warnings, but the 9 th plague of 
darkness there will be no warning.   
 
God Doesn’t Always Warn / Pregnant – Drunk Driving – STD 
I think so often in the back of man’s mind, saved and unsaved, there is this thought that God will warn us 
before we go to far, before big trouble comes, that He will scream out to us to stop before we get in deep 
trouble.  But that isn’t always so, and as Pharaoh finds out, God will bring it (or allow it) in order to break 
us of our own pride, our own self-sufficiency.  We should never be surprised of anything bad that happens 
to us when we are in a state and period of willful disobedience.  I can’t believe I’m pregnant, I can’t 
believe I got arrested for drunk driving, I can’t believe I have a STD……….and then people say how could 
you allow this Lord……….amazing, simply amazing. 
 
Love and Chastens  
For the Believer, God will allow things to come upon us, to bring us back in line.  For whom He loves He 
chastens, and His judgment begins in His own House: 
(Hebrews 12:6 NKJV)  For whom the LORD loves He chastens, And scourges every son whom He receives.” 
 
(1 Peter 4:17 NKJV)  For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and if it begins with us first, what wi ll be the 
end of those who do not obey the gospel of God? 

 
(Exodus 8:17 NKJV)  And they did so. For Aaron stretched out his hand with his rod and struck 
the dust of the earth, and it became lice on man and beast. All the dust of the land became lice 
throughout all the land of Egypt. 
 
Lice All Over You / Earth Moving / Biting Into 
Just think about it, the earth would look like it was moving, imagine them crawling on you………it grosses 
you out just thinking about it.  The word here for lice means, “biting into”.  So maybe could have been 
ticks or lice, or something of that nature.  Imagine them all over you and biting you, with no relief.   
 
Earth god – Geb 
The plague of lice (Exod. 8:16–20): The Egyptians worshiped the earth-god Geb. But “the dust of the land 
became lice throughout all the land of Egypt.” This which was sacred to Geb they now despise.  
 
Moses Strike It / Faith in the Word 



Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.  Moses is exercising obedience here, and I can 
tell you it takes more faith to believe that if you strike the ground the dust will turn into lice, then anything 
we will be ask to do, especially just simply being obedient to His Word.  God says to us through His Word 
and through prayer, to do, to go, to return, to send, to speak, to listen, and he simply wants us to be 
obedient to the Word He has spoken to us. 
(Romans 10:17 NKJV)  So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 

 
(Exodus 8:18 NKJV)  Now the magicians so worked with their enchantments to bring forth lice, but 
they could not. So there were lice on man and beast. 
(Exodus 8:19 NKJV)  Then the magicians said to Pharaoh, “This is the finger of God.” But 
Pharaoh’s heart grew hard, and he did not heed them, just as the LORD had said. 
 
Magicians Can’t / Video in Heaven / Public Spectacle  
The magicians can’t duplicate, nor can they remove.  I can’t wait to watch this video in heaven as these 
magicians are trying to duplicate this with lice crawling all over them, freaking out trying to shake the live 
out of their hair, their shirt.  The makes a spectacle, a fool, out those professing to be wise and not in 
need of Him: 
(Colossians 2:15 NKJV)  Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it. 

 
Recognize it is the Lord / The Finger of God / Stone Tablets – in the Dust 
They say this is the finger of God, and this will be the last recorded words from them.  Philippians says 
that every knee will bow, and tongue will confess.  We will see the finger of God again in this book, for 
God will write with His finger on the stone tablets, thou shalt have no other gods before me, and thou 
shalt not worship idols.  God is dealing death blows to all the gods of Egypt, He is pronouncing judgments 
upon them.  Yet, with that same finger 1500 years later He will write in the dust, and stones will drop from 
hands, and He will say woman where are thy accusers.  The same finger brings judgment against the 
hard hearted, and forgiveness to the broken-hearted.   
(Exodus 31:18 NKJV)  And when He had made an end of speaking with him on Mount Sinai, He gave Moses two tablets of the 
Testimony, tablets of stone, written with the finger of God. 
 
(John 8:6 NKJV)  This they said, testing Him, that they might have something of which to accuse Him. But Jesus stooped down and 
wrote on the ground with His finger, as though He did not hear. 
(John 8:7 NKJV)  So when they continued asking Him, He raised Himself up and said to them, “He who is without sin among you, let 
him throw a stone at her first.” 

 
Show me a Sign / Pharaoh Hardens His Heart / John 3:19 / Street Ministry 
People say show me a sign God and I’ll believe, that is not true.  God gives Pharaoh a clear sign, yet he 
won’t bow His knee.  In Revelation chapters 6-9 man clearly sees that all the Tribulation is the result of 
man rejecting Christ, yet they won’t repent.  Let me tell you why, forget the blame shifting, give me a sign, 
or how I was raised, or my church, it all comes down to men love darkness rather than light, and they 
refuse to come to the light lest their deeds be exposed.  Men love their sin, and they do not want to turn 
form it.  I enjoy street ministry in the drug areas and prostitution, because those people are so honest.  
They will say to me, I know the Bible, I was raised in a Christian family, I know I need to repent, and 
should, but to be honest, I love my sin and I am not ready to leave it.  Where as, I go everywhere else 
and I get all these excuses of how they were raised, the hypocrites they have meet, etc, etc, and they just 
won’t admit, I love my sin, I love being on the throne of my life, and not answering to anyone.  From the 
crack-house to the club-house, it is all the same, men love their sin and are not willing to give them up. 
(Revelation 9:20 NKJV)  But the rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands, 
that they should not worship demons, and idols of gold, silver, brass, stone, and wood, which can neither see nor hear nor walk. 
(Revelation 9:21 NKJV)  And they did not repent of their murders or their sorceries or their sexual immorality or their thefts. 
 
(John 3:19 NKJV)  “And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, 
because their deeds were evil. 
(John 3:20 NKJV)  “For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 
(John 3:21 NKJV)  “But he who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been done in 
God.” 

 
4th Plague – Flies Amongst the Land 



(Exodus 8:20 NKJV)  And the LORD said to Moses, “Rise early in the morning and stand before 
Pharaoh as he comes out to the water. Then say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD: “Let My people go, 
that they may serve Me. 
 
Pharaoh sick of seeing Moses / Moses Untouchable / God may Ask You 
How sick Pharaoh must be of seeing Moses.  But again I remind you, notice that Pharaoh can’t lay a 
hand on Moses, or else he would have a long time ago.  Moses is under the divine protection of God, and 
so too will you anytime you are responding to whatever he has called you to, nothing can happen to you 
unless the Lord wills it to.  People, there will be times and places that the Lord will call you to stand before 
a person and speak hard words to them, for their own good, it may not be pleasant, but the Lord will 
stand with you. 
 
People Irritated by your Presence / Convicts Them / Glad they still React 
Know also that some people will just be irritated and offended by your very presence.  If you minister in 
love, then know that it is not you, but who you represent.  Your presence convicts them of their sin, and 
they turn against you because they are under conviction.  Be glad, I’m glad they have some reaction, that 
means they are still open to spiritual things.  I am concerned when a sinner has no shame in my 
presence, it speaks to me of a hard-heart.   
 
(Exodus 8:21 NKJV)  “Or else, if you will not let My people go, behold, I will send swarms of flies 
on you and your servants, on your people and into your houses. The houses of the Egyptians 
shall be full of swarms of flies, and also the ground on which they stand. 
(Exodus 8:22 NKJV)  “And in that day I will set apart the land of Goshen, in which My people dwell, 
that no swarms of flies shall be there, in order that you may know that I am the LORD in the midst 
of the land. 
(Exodus 8:23 NKJV)  “I will make a difference between My people and your people. Tomorrow this 
sign shall be.”’ “ 
 
Equal to this Point / Natural Stuff 
Up until this point all things have been equal for both the Egyptians and the Hebrews, plagues 1 through 
3 inflicted both equally; but in this 4th plague, only the Egyptians shall be afflicted.  See, people/Pharaoh 
could have been saying, hey this is just some natural phenomena, and Moses is just a great scientist or 
has read the Farmers Almanac, and that is why he has been able to predict these things so well.  But if 
their God was really for them, He would never allow them to be afflicted like the rest of us.  So God is 
going to take that away at this point, they will have to say this is supernatural. 
 
Problems come with Fallen World / Cancer – Cellulite / Rains on Just & Unjust 
Christian, just know that certain problems will come our way just because we live in the fallen world.  We 
all suffer the curse, believer and unbeliever.  It rains on the just and the unjust.  We will be subject to 
thinning hair, cellulite, cancer, arthritis, bad eyesight and the likes.  It doesn’t matter how much we pray, 
how much we minister, read, we are not except from the fall.  Many Christians think they have done 
something wrong, but don’t think like that, we just live in a fallen world. 
(Matthew 5:45 NKJV)  “that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and 
sends rain on the just and on the unjust. 

 
Escapes from Fallen World 
However, we can escape many plagues because we are covered by the Word.  I do not have to worry 
about hitting a telephone pole tonight on the way home because I do not drink nor get drunk because the 
word tells me not to be a drunkard.  I won’t overdose, nor contract a STD, nor be arrested for theft, 
because the Word protects me.  Many people bring the curses upon themselves because they live in 
rebellion to the Word. 
 
(Exodus 8:24 NKJV)  And the LORD did so. Thick swarms of flies came into the house of Pharaoh, 
into his servants’ houses, and into all the land of Egypt. The land was corrupted because of the 
swarms of flies. 
 



Psalm 78 / Flies – Khepara – Sacred Beetle / Rolled Dung 
Psalm 78 says this was a mixture of flies and not just 1 specific type.  It is thought by some that the 
swarms of flies were actually masses of the sacred beetle. And Khepara was the beetle-god. The beetle, 
or scarab, is found in the Egyptian tombs and speaks of eternal life. These beetles were sacred to Ra the 
sun-god.  These beetles would take cow dung, roll them into balls, then roll the balls to their nest.  The 
Egyptians figure that sine the sun was round, and it rolled across the sky, then there must have been a 
beetle moving it across the sky, thus beetles became sacred and linked to the god of the sun – Ra. 
(Psalms 78:45 NKJV)  He sent swarms of flies among them, which devoured them, And frogs, which destroyed them. 
(Psalms 78:46 NKJV)  He also gave their crops to the caterpillar, And their labor to the locust. 

 
Dung all over the Place 
So, consider this, that would mean these beetles were rolling cow dung all over the place, including into 
everyone’s home, patio, the streets, etc, everywhere you would step………………. 
 
(Exodus 8:25 NKJV)  Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron, and said, “Go, sacrifice to your 
God in the land.” 
(Exodus 8:26 NKJV)  And Moses said, “It is not right to do so, for we would be sacrificing the 
abomination of the Egyptians to the LORD our God. If we sacrifice the abomination of the 
Egyptians before their eyes, then will they not stone us? 
 
Egypt Worshipped Certain Cattle 
The Egyptians worshipped bulls and certain other cattle (but not all) and even built temples to worship 
them in; in fact they have even found in archeological digs, mummified bulls.  They mummified animals 
and people believing they were gods.  So if the Hebrews would sacrifice a bull in the sight of the 
Egyptians, it would be an abomination and they would be stoned to death. 
 
Last days Abomination 
As we move towards these last days, more and more people will consider our actions an abomination, 
and offense.  They will say we are evil because our stance of moral issues such as abortion, 
homosexuality, euthanasia, fornication, and that we call sin, sin. 
 
(Exodus 8:27 NKJV)  “We will go three days’ journey into the wilderness and sacrifice to the LORD 
our God as He will command us.” 
(Exodus 8:28 NKJV)  And Pharaoh said, “I will let you go, that you may sacrifice to the LORD your 
God in the wilderness; only you shall not go very far away. Intercede for me.” 
 
Key to Successful Living 
Here is a key to successful living; Pharaoh says don’t go far, but Moses says we will go as far away from 
Egypt as the Lord tells us to.  That is a key for a successful Christian life, stay as far away form the things 
of the world as the Lord tells you to.   
 
Pharaoh wants to Negotiate Compromise 
Notice, Pharaoh wants to negotiate compromise with Moses.  We will see 4 attempts to negotiate 
compromise with Moses and the children of Israel.  These 4 are all good pictures of what Satan 
(Pharaoh) wants to do with us as we live in this world (Egypt).   
 
Compromise 1 – Stay in the Land 
(Exodus 8:25 NKJV)  Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron, and said, “Go, sacrifice to your God in the land.” 

 
Pharaoh said hey, you can go, but don’t leave the land of Egypt.  Satan will say to you, ok so you’re 
saved, but don’t leave the world, just keep doing what you always have done, don’t get radical, don’t 
become fanatical.  I always challenge the youth, but myself too, if an evil dictator took over America and 
said those Christians are trouble makers, turn them in for a reward – would your neighbors, co-workers, 
classmates, immediately think of you?  Or would the case be dismissed for lack of evidence.  Satan says 
ok you’re saved, doesn’t mean you can’t keep going to those places, no need to change the way you 
dress, or clean-up your language.  Ok you are saved, lets not go overboard. 



 
Compromise 2 – Don’t go Far Away 
(Exodus 8:28 NKJV)  And Pharaoh said, “I will let you go, that you may sacrifice to the LORD your God in the wilderness; only you 
shall not go very far away. Intercede for me.” 

 
Here Pharaoh says ok you can leave, but don’t go too far.  Satan says ok you are a Christian but don’t go 
out of your way, do what is convenient.  Beloved, let me tell you the words Christian and convenient are 
words that do not go together.  Especially today, there are too many Christians who want easy, 
convenient Christianity.  For convenience, they compromise their walk.  To grow spiritually you will have 
to go out of your way, you may have to drive those extra miles, you may have to get up early, or stay up 
late, and you may have to spend your money.  You may have to say no and miss out.  Jesus said pick up 
your cross and follow me, there is nothing convenient about the cross: 
(Matthew 16:24 NKJV)  Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his 
cross, and follow Me. 
(Matthew 16:25 NKJV)  “For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. 

 
Compromise 3 – Leave the Kids 
(Exodus 10:8 NKJV)  So Moses and Aaron were brought again to Pharaoh, and he said to them, “Go, serve the LORD your God. 
Who are the ones that are going?” 
(Exodus 10:9 NKJV)  And Moses said, “We will go with our young and our old; with our sons and our daughters, with our flocks and 
our herds we will go, for we must hold a feast to the LORD.” 
(Exodus 10:10 NKJV)  Then he said to them, “The LORD had better be with you when I let you and your little ones go! Beware, for 
evil is ahead of you. 
(Exodus 10:11 NKJV)  “Not so! Go now, you who are men, and serve the LORD, for that is what you desired.” And they were driven 
out from Pharaoh’s presence. 

 
Now Pharaoh says ok you go as far as you need to, but don’t take the kids, leave them here, but Moses 
say “no way”.  The application here is obvious, Satan says ok, so your saved, you go out of your way, but 
don’t take the kids out of the world.  Satan wants our kids to be under as much of an influence of the 
world as possible, from the influences of peers, television, activities, anything but where people are 
gathering to worship and study the things of the Lord.  Satan will say ok you go, you fellowship, but don’t 
it effect your kids, leave them in the world, they need be involved in sports, school events, homework is 
important, and they got to get their rest.  When the kingdom comes, those things will not be the 
determining factor of how a person will rule and reign with Jesus.  Are they important – yes, are they bad 
– no, but can you adjust and prioritize your time and their time so they can involved in church and the 
things of the Lord – absolutely yes!  I think this has a lot to do with the convenience thing, for many 
parents it is just easier on them to leave the kids at home.  As I said before, I would rather battle my 
child’s flesh today, then next year after it has had a whole year to grow. 
 
Compromise 4 – Leave your Possessions  
(Exodus 10:24 NKJV)  Then Pharaoh called to Moses and said, “Go, serve the LORD; only let your flocks and your herds be kept 
back. Let your little ones also go with you.” 
(Exodus 10:25 NKJV)  But Moses said, “You must also give us sacrifices and burnt offerings, that we may sacrifice to the LORD our 
God. 
(Exodus 10:26 NKJV)  “Our livestock also shall go with us; not a hoof shall be left behind. For we must take some of them to serve 
the LORD our God, and even we do not know with what we must serve the LORD until we arrive there.” 

 
Now Pharaoh says ok, go, take your kids with you, but leave your possessions in the land, Moses says 
no we must take it all we know not what we may offer up to the Lord.  Satan wants us to compromise, to 
keep our possessions in the world, to be tied back to the material things of the world, for where your 
treasures are there you hearts will be.  Many Christians never move on, grow and mature, because they 
are so tied to their material possessions, and are so afraid to let them go, and have not the faith to give 
unto the Lord.  
 
Compromise leaves you Lukewarm 
(Revelation 3:16 NKJV)  “So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth. 
(Revelation 3:17 NKJV)  “Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing’; and do not know that you 
are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked; 

 



Compromise produces lukewarm ness.  Partially hot, partially cold.  Too much of the world to enjoy all the 
Lord wills for them, too much of the Lord to enjoy the world.  Compromising is disengaging from the 
things of the Lord, and you quickly cool.  If Satan can’t have you, then nullifying and neutilizing you is the 
next best thing to him. 
 
(Exodus 8:29 NKJV)  Then Moses said, “Indeed I am going out from you, and I will entreat the 
LORD, that the swarms of flies may depart tomorrow from Pharaoh, from his servants, and from 
his people. But let Pharaoh not deal deceitfully anymore in not letting the people go to sacrifice to 
the LORD.” 
(Exodus 8:30 NKJV)  So Moses went out from Pharaoh and entreated the LORD. 
(Exodus 8:31 NKJV)  And the LORD did according to the word of Moses; He removed the swarms 
of flies from Pharaoh, from his servants, and from his people. Not one remained. 
 
Not 1 Remained 
The fact that not one beetle remained after God removed them, is another miracle and demonstration of 
His power, yet still Pharaoh would harden his heart.   
 
(Exodus 8:32 NKJV)  But Pharaoh hardened his heart at this time also; neither would he let the 
people go. 
 
How Hard is Pharaoh’s Heart 
This passage gives us a more comprehensive picture of the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart. We are told 
that he hardened his own heart. God’s part in this was to bring to the surface that which was already 
there 
 



Exodus 9 
Plagues 5, 6, and 7 (Cattle, Boils, and Hail) 

 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
Just a reminder before we get into this study, these plagues were actual events that happened.  What we 
are reading are historical events. 
 
10 Plagues – 10 Egyptian gods 
These 10 plagues will all have meaning behind them, as the Lord will strike death-blows to the false gods 
of God (Numbers 33:4), and show all that He is the One True and Living God: 

1. Water turned to blood (Exod. 7:19–25): The fertility of the land of Egypt depended upon the 
overflow of the Nile River to bring in both fertilizer and water. Therefore this river was sacred to 
the god Osiris—whose all-seeing eye is found in many Egyptian paintings. Pagan rites were held 
every spring when the river brought life out of death. Also there was the god Hapi associated with 
the Nile.  When the water was turned to blood, it brought death instead of life. The wise men of 
Egypt also imitated this plague with their sorcery. 

2. The plague of frogs (Exod. 8:1–15): One of the most beautiful temples in Memphis was the 
temple to Heka, the ugly frog-headed goddess. It was an offense to kill the sacred frog.  The wise 
men also duplicated this plague. 

3. The plague of lice (Exod. 8:16–20): The Egyptians worshiped the earth-god Geb. But “the dust of 
the land became lice throughout all the land of Egypt.” Pharaoh did not ask that this plague be 
taken away, and the Egyptian sorcerers could not reproduce this pestilence. They seem to have 
acknowledged that the One who brought this plague was supreme over the gods of Egypt. 

4. The plague of flies (Exod. 8:20–32): It is thought by some that the swarms of flies were actually 
masses of the sacred beetle. And Khepara was the beetle-god. The beetle, or scarab, is found in 
the Egyptian tombs and speaks of eternal life. These beetles were sacred to Ra the sun-god. 

 
(Numbers 33:1 NKJV)  These are the journeys of the children of Israel, who went out of the land of Egypt by their armies under the 
hand of Moses and Aaron. 
(Numbers 33:2 NKJV)  Now Moses wrote down the starting points of their journeys at the command of the LORD. And these are 
their journeys according to their starting points: 
(Numbers 33:3 NKJV)  They departed from Rameses in the first month, on the fifteenth day of the first month; on the day after the 
Passover the children of Israel went out with boldness in the sight of all the Egyptians. 
(Numbers 33:4 NKJV)  For the Egyptians were burying all their firstborn, whom the LORD had killed among them. Also on their 
gods the LORD had executed judgments. 

 
5th Plague – Death of the Cattle 

(Exodus 9:1 NKJV)  Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go in to Pharaoh and tell him, ‘Thus says the 
LORD God of the Hebrews: “Let My people go, that they may serve Me. 
 
God Could Crush Pharaoh / Meekness – Weakness / People no Fear of God / Acknowledge Prayer 
If the Lord chose to, He could have just crushed Pharaoh at any time, yet He allows him to stiff his neck 
against Him 10 times.  Many people too often confuse God’s meekness (power under control) as 
weakness.  Precious people when you counsel, don’t hold back this information from them; let them 
know, that as Pharaoh was, so too will they be.  God is an awesome, powerful, mighty, and Holy God.  It 
is a fearful thing to fall into he hands of the Living God.  I believe, just from simple observation, that 
people today have lost the fear of God, have lost sight of His Holiness.  I can’t encourage you enough to 
make “acknowledgement” as a part of your daily prayer life, every day dwell on His Holiness, His might, 
power, love, mercy, and grace.  Don’t rush into supplication, but start with acknowledgement, put your 
prayer into the perspective of who you are actually talking to; that you are talking to the King of the 
Universe. 
(Hebrews 10:31 NKJV)  It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 



 
(Exodus 9:2 NKJV)  “For if you refuse to let them go, and still hold them, 
(Exodus 9:3 NKJV)  “behold, the hand of the LORD will be on your cattle in the field, on the 
horses, on the donkeys, on the camels, on the oxen, and on the sheep; a very severe pestilence. 
 
Egypt Worshipped Bulls / Mummified / No Worship – cause Dead 
The plague of murrain (fever) (Exod. 9:1–7): Murrain was a disease that affected cattle, most likely a 
fever. The second largest temple that Egypt ever built was located in Memphis and was for the worship of 
the black bull Apis; so even the bulls in the temple would be affected – they would get sick and die.  
Archeologists have even uncovered mummified bulls; the Egyptians would mummify who they believed 
would go unto be gods in heaven.  During this plague they would have been worshipping a sick cow. 
 
Horses Represented Military Might 
The Egyptian army was the mightiest military of that day, and a large part of their might was that they had 
chariots drawn by horses which gave them a tremendous advantage on the battlefield.  So the Lord was 
crushing their confidence in their military that made them so feared throughout the world.  They would see 
their military might was no match against the might of the Lord. 
 
(Exodus 9:4 NKJV)  “And the LORD will make a difference between the livestock of Israel and the 
livestock of Egypt. So nothing shall die of all that belongs to the children of Israel.”’ “ 
(Exodus 9:5 NKJV)  Then the LORD appointed a set time, saying, “Tomorrow the LORD will do this 
thing in the land.” 
 
Set Time / No Confusion 
To ensure that there was no confusion the Lord made it clear exactly what day it was to happen; no one 
would be able to say that the event was anything less than the finger of God. 
 
(Exodus 9:6 NKJV)  So the LORD did this thing on the next day, and all the livestock of Egypt 
died; but of the livestock of the children of Israel, not one died. 
(Exodus 9:7 NKJV)  Then Pharaoh sent, and indeed, not even one of the livestock of the Israelites 
was dead. But the heart of Pharaoh became hard, and he did not let the people go. 
 
Pharaoh says Check it Out 
Pharaoh says go check it out and see if it is so, and they would have to return and say you won’t believe 
it.  The Lord will do mighty signs and wonders during the Tribulation period, and people will say you won’t 
believe it, yet still not repent.  There will be earthquakes, meteors, plagues, but we will be watching from 
the mezzanine for He has not appointed us to wrath and He will take us out, and then protect the nation 
of Israel as they go through the Tribulation. 
 
Half way Through With Plagues 
We are half way through with the plagues, but we really do not know how long they lasted.  Did these 
plagues last a year, a month, we really don’t know. 
 
Who is the Lord 
Back in chapter 5 we began with Moses speaking the word of the Lord to Pharaoh to let the children of 
Israel go, but Pharaoh said who is the Lord that I should obey Him!  How these words must have been 
ringing through his mind.  How sad that there are people, who will know they are wrong, yet would rather 
to continue on in all the pain and trouble rather than just say – I was wrong.   
(Exodus 5:1 NKJV)  Afterward Moses and Aaron went in and told Pharaoh, “Thus says the LORD God of Israel: ‘Let My people go, 
that they may hold a feast to Me in the wilderness.’” 
(Exodus 5:2 NKJV)  And Pharaoh said, “Who is the LORD, that I should obey His voice to let Israel go? I do not know the LORD, 
nor will I let Israel go.” 

 

6th Plague – Boils Amongst the Egyptians 

(Exodus 9:8 NKJV)  So the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “Take for yourselves handfuls of 
ashes from a furnace, and let Moses scatter it toward the heavens in the sight of Pharaoh. 



 
No Warning 
With plagues 1 and 2 God gave a warning to Pharaoh of what was coming, but in the 3rd plague there is 
no warning.  We will see this pattern of 2 and 1 repeated for the remaining plagues.  Plagues 4 and 5 
(swarms of flies and death to cattle) there will be a warning, but the 6th plague of boils upon man, no 
warning.   Plagues 7 and 8 (hail and locust upon the land) there will be warnings, but the 9th plague of 
darkness there will be no warning.   
 
(Exodus 9:9 NKJV)  “And it will become fine dust in all the land of Egypt, and it will cause boils 
that break out in sores on man and beast throughout all the land of Egypt.” 
(Exodus 9:10 NKJV)  Then they took ashes from the furnace and stood before Pharaoh, and 
Moses scattered them toward heaven. And they caused boils that break out in sores on man and 
beast. 
 
Furnace – god of Typhoon / Human Sacrifice Rare in Egypt 
This furnace could very well be the Furnace to the god Typhoon as recorded by historians.  The 
Egyptians were afraid of these boils, so they had a god they would sacrifice to who was to keep the boils 
from coming upon them.  The sacrifice would be a human sacrifice, and they would put people into a 
raging fire burning within the furnace, and then the priest would take the ashes and throw them into the 
air, and they believed that whomever the ashes blew over were blessed.  So here again would be God is 
knocking off there gods, and showing them that He is the only True and living God.  Now human sacrifice 
was very rare in Egypt, you won’t read about it in too many of their writings.  As rare as human sacrifice 
was, God noticed it, and he brought judgment upon it.  A word for America, and the worlds, as countries 
consider abortions to be a small percentage as compared to the overall population, see here that God 
sees, and will not let His judgment against it pass. 
 
Boils – Oozing 
The verb tense of this passage is that the boils are oozing, continually running.  If you have ever had a 
boil, they are painful.  Ever get a boil from a burn, painful for they go right to your nerves and cause a 
continual throbbing.  I remember in college (Daytona Beach) I was out in the sun from 9am until 9pm, with 
no sun screen, and that night my body felt like it was on fire, but the next day was worse because my skin 
developed boils.  I couldn’t sleep, just to walk as painful because my shirt would rub on the boils, it was 
painful.  I won’t even describe about them breaking, oozing, and pussing.  My body screamed for relief, 
cool water, aloe, air conditioning; I doubt all the Egyptians had access to such luxuries, they would mostly 
have to endure the boils in the heat and humidity of that Nile region. 
 
(Exodus 9:11 NKJV)  And the magicians could not stand before Moses because of the boils, for 
the boils were on the magicians and on all the Egyptians. 
 
Priest had to be Spotless / Judgment against Entire Egyptian Religious System 
The plague of boils (Exod. 9:8–17): The priests of all the religions of Egypt had to be spotless—with no 
mark or blemish on their bodies—in order to serve in the temples. Well, they had a moratorium on 
worship in Egypt during this period because of the boils that were on all the priests. None of them could 
serve anywhere. It was actually a judgment on the entire religion of Egypt. 
 
(Exodus 9:12 NKJV)  But the LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh; and he did not heed them, just 
as the LORD had spoken to Moses. 
 
God confirms Pharaoh’s Hard Heart 
Notice that this passage says that God hardened the heart of Pharaoh, not that Pharaoh hardened his 
heart.  What we are seeing is the Lord honoring Pharaoh’s free-will.  For we see over and over God 
offering repentance to Pharaoh, but Pharaoh continually refusing. 
 

7th Plague – Hail Amongst the Land 



(Exodus 9:13 NKJV)  Then the LORD said to Moses, “Rise early in the morning and stand before 
Pharaoh, and say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD God of the Hebrews: “Let My people go, that they 
may serve Me, 
(Exodus 9:14 NKJV)  “for at this time I will send all My plagues to your very heart, and on your 
servants and on your people, that you may know that there is none like Me in all the earth. 
(Exodus 9:15 NKJV)  “Now if I had stretched out My hand and struck you and your people with 
pestilence, then you would have been cut off from the earth. 
(Exodus 9:16 NKJV)  “But indeed for this purpose I have raised you up, that I may show My power 
in you, and that My name may be declared in all the earth. 
 
Pharaoh Raised Up – to be Put Down / Rom 9:17 
In Romans 9:17, the Apostle Paul confirms this.  God raised Pharaoh up for a sign to all people that He is 
omnipotent, all powerful, and that no one can stand before Him, not even the most powerful man on the 
planet.  God raised Pharaoh up to be an example for all of mankind, for all time. 
(Romans 9:17 NKJV)  For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I may show My power in 
you, and that My name may be declared in all the earth.” 
(Romans 9:18 NKJV)  Therefore He has mercy on whom He wills, and whom He wills He hardens. 

 
(Exodus 9:17 NKJV)  “As yet you exalt yourself against My people in that you will not let them go. 
(Exodus 9:18 NKJV)  “Behold, tomorrow about this time I will cause very heavy hail to rain down, 
such as has not been in Egypt since its founding until now. 
 
Seen in Revelation 
We see this same plague in Revelation also: 
(Revelation 8:7 NKJV)  The first angel sounded: And hail and fire followed, mingled with blood, and they were thrown to the earth. 
And a third of the trees were burned up, and all green grass was burned up. 

 
Hail / Sky goddess  
The plague of hail (Exod. 9:18–35): God demonstrates His power with the plague of hail over the sky-
goddess Nut who was powerless in her own domain.  Also, the god Shu was the god of the wind, and 
Horis who was the hawk-headed sky god.  All of them are being judged right here.  They will pray to their 
gods, but will have no reply – they will say to their gods this is your realm, your domain, why can’t stop 
this. 
 
(Exodus 9:19 NKJV)  “Therefore send now and gather your livestock and all that you have in the 
field, for the hail shall come down on every man and every animal which is found in the field and 
is not brought home; and they shall die.”’ “ 
 
Animals that not Horses, etc / Chickens and Pigs 
These livestock would be the livestock not of cattle for they are dead; these are the livestock of chickens 
and pigs. 
 
(Exodus 9:20 NKJV)  He who feared the word of the LORD among the servants of Pharaoh made 
his servants and his livestock flee to the houses. 
(Exodus 9:21 NKJV)  But he who did not regard the word of the LORD left his servants and his 
livestock in the field. 
(Exodus 9:22 NKJV)  Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward heaven, that 
there may be hail in all the land of Egypt; on man, on beast, and on every herb of the field, 
throughout the land of Egypt.” 
(Exodus 9:23 NKJV)  And Moses stretched out his rod toward heaven; and the LORD sent thunder 
and hail, and fire darted to the ground. And the LORD rained hail on the land of Egypt. 
(Exodus 9:24 NKJV)  So there was hail, and fire mingled with the hail, so very heavy that there was 
none like it in all the land of Egypt since it became a nation. 
(Exodus 9:25 NKJV)  And the hail struck throughout the whole land of Egypt, all that was in the 
field, both man and beast; and the hail struck every herb of the field and broke every tree of the 
field. 
 



People ask why Life Messed Up / Don’t Need Church 
People ask how come my life is so messed up, and here is an example of people not heeding the word of 
the Lord, and they suffered the consequences.  Ohh I don’t need church, I’m fine on my own.  Hey here 
are people who would not come into the house, and they got nailed by the hail.  God says not to forsake 
the assembling of the brethren, and that He makes clear His word through the preaching from the pulpit.  
Church is a place of protection; I need to say that especially now that the holiday is near: 
(Hebrews 10:24 NKJV)  And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, 
(Hebrews 10:25 NKJV)  not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another , 
and so much the more as you see the Day approaching. 
 
(Titus 1:3 NKJV)  but has in due time manifested His word through preaching, which was committed to me according to the 
commandment of God our Savior; 

 
Obedience to Word covers Unsaved / Protects those who Apply / Marvelous Book 
Here we also see that obedience to God’s Word is also applicable to the person who doesn’t believe in 
God (as in Jesus).  Obedience to the Word of God will cover both the saved and unsaved.  This Bible is a 
Book of Wisdom, and any person that takes the Word and apply it to their life will be blessed.  I’ve given 
marriage counsel/advice (based on the Word) to people who didn’t believe, and they have come back and 
said it worked, our marriage is doing great.  Take the word and apply to any area and it is just great 
counsel, it will keep you from STD, from unwanted pregnancies, from jail, from family disputes, to raising 
good kids.  This Word is marvelous; it has words of wisdom, beautiful poetry (Psalms), fascinating reading 
just for the stories like David and Goliath, the parting of the Red Sea (Hollywood loves this book – for 
that), it has romance (Song of Solomon), its historical, all these things even if you don’t believe or follow 
the God of this Bible.  This is a great book!   
 
When Ben Franklin was Ambassador to France he spoke to a group of Intellectuals who continually 
scoffed at his belief in the Bible. Ben Franklin knowing that they were unfamiliar with the Book they 
mocked, He said I have an intriguing love story I would like to read to you tonight, I think you will find it 
interesting. He then proceeded to read them a hand written copy of the book of Ruth. After he read the 
four short chapters his audience was ecstatic They said that greatest love story we ever heard, you must 
publish it at once. Franklin answered it already has been, its in the Bible. The scoffers were silenced. 
 
I love the story of my friend Igor (who my interpreter while in Russia); he was on his was to a Bible study 
when the KGB stopped him, and asked where are you going.  Knowing going to a Bible study was not 
going to go in his favor, yet not willing to compromise by lying, he said I am on my way to my brother and 
sisters house, and we are going to read a letter from our brother Paul.  When he came to the States, we 
took him from school to school and the teachers and children’s loved him and his wife Olga.  When asked 
what we were going to talk about, we said historical writings and ancient poetry.  This is a great book. 
 
(Exodus 9:26 NKJV)  Only in the land of Goshen, where the children of Israel were, there was no 
hail. 
(Exodus 9:27 NKJV)  And Pharaoh sent and called for Moses and Aaron, and said to them, “I have 
sinned this time. The LORD is righteous, and my people and I are wicked. 
 
Israel not Touched / Moses not Touched 
Israel is exempt from the torment of the hail, the Lord set them apart.  Imagine the servant who went to 
get Moses and Aaron, he would be getting whacked all the way out to Goshen, and then it would be like 
boom, peace.  If I was him I wouldn’t want to go back, I’d just want to stay in Goshen.  I wonder if on the 
way back, the servant is getting pelted, and no hail is hitting Moses and Aaron.  If you were Moses and 
Aaron it would be hard not to laugh. 
 
I have Sinned 
Pharaoh says I have sinned this time, the Lord is righteous, my people and I are wicked.  Sounds good, 
but acknowledgement without repentance still leaves a person destitute.  Many people will say oh yes I 
am a sinner, I am a bad person, Jesus Christ is God, but have no thought or desire to repent.  They feel 
acknowledging sin is good enough, but it isn’t.  Acknowledgement of sin must be coupled with 
repentance, the turning from sin to the Lord, or else nothing will ever change in that person’s life.  The 



knowledge of sin must be where repentance begins.  When people tell me they are sinners, I can tell 
some of them are expecting me to be moved, or touched, by their profession.  They expect me to say 
wow you are really humble, but I tell them, good, now are you ready to repent.  Sometimes I have very 
short counseling sessions. 
 
(Exodus 9:28 NKJV)  “Entreat the LORD, that there may be no more mighty thundering and hail, 
for it is enough. I will let you go, and you shall stay no longer.” 
 
Leave / Sick of Pelting / Hail Outside – Wife Inside 
Pharaoh doesn’t just say you are released, he tells them to leave.  Pharaoh sick of the pelting.  No where 
for him to go; if he goes outside he gets pelted by hail, if he stays inside his wife is saying, “you are such 
a fool, why don’t you just let them go you hardheaded fool”. 
 
(Exodus 9:29 NKJV)  So Moses said to him, “As soon as I have gone out of the city, I will spread 
out my hands to the LORD; the thunder will cease, and there will be no more hail, that you may 
know that the earth is the Lord’s. 
(Exodus 9:30 NKJV)  “But as for you and your servants, I know that you will not yet fear the LORD 
God.” 
(Exodus 9:31 NKJV)  Now the flax and the barley were struck, for the barley was in the head and 
the flax was in bud. 
(Exodus 9:32 NKJV)  But the wheat and the spelt were not struck, for they are late crops. 
 
Economic – Physical Hardship / Still time to Repent / No Joseph – No Christian Voice 
Barely is an early crop (harvested in February or March).  Wheat was a later crop in that region 
(harvested in March or April).  The loss of both crops would bring tremendous financial and physical 
hardship upon the people.  They would be in danger of severe famine, and they would have no cattle or 
crop to trade with the other countries around them.  Now, since they forgot who Joseph was, I doubt 
anybody was storing grain for the future famine – that’s what happen when a nation quits hearing the 
Christian voice in matter concerning their country.  Yet still, God is being gracious in that He is still giving 
them time to repent in between crop harvests. 
 
Little Time Measurement How Long 10 Plagues 
No where does it clearly say how long these plagues have been going, but we can get an idea of how 
much longer they will go.  Barely is an early crop (harvested in February or March).  Wheat was a later 
crop in that region (harvested in March or April).  We will see that the Passover is on the 10th of Nissan in 
the Jewish calendar, so that is March or April in our calendar.   So we still have a few months of plagues 
to go.  This was not easy on the Hebrew people, for though they were now separated from the plagues, I 
would imagine they are still being required to make bricks without straw, and the heavy hand of the 
Egyptian taskmasters would still be upon them. 
 
(Exodus 9:33 NKJV)  So Moses went out of the city from Pharaoh and spread out his hands to the 
LORD; then the thunder and the hail ceased, and the rain was not poured on the earth. 
(Exodus 9:34 NKJV)  And when Pharaoh saw that the rain, the hail, and the thunder had ceased, 
he sinned yet more; and he hardened his heart, he and his servants. 
(Exodus 9:35 NKJV)  So the heart of Pharaoh was hard; neither would he let the children of Israel 
go, as the LORD had spoken by Moses. 
 
Pharaoh’s Heart still Hard 
Pharaoh still refuses to repent, even after God relieves the torment. 
 
How many turn Back after Trial Over 
I have now lost track to how many people I ministered too, invested countless hours in, during their time 
of trial, their divorce, their illness, job struggle, only to see them walk away when everything was good 
again.  I have even had some people tell me they have a heard time seeing me again because I remind 
them of the hard time they went through, I remind them of bad memories – give me a break. 
 



NYC – 911 / Back to Normal  
I am reminded of the September 11th attacks upon America.  Many Calvary Chapels came together (as 
asked by NYC officials) to minister to the hurting people.  They were given unlimited access to have daily 
preaching and concerts at this particular park, and for weeks (at their own expenses) they were 
ministering to the people.  Giving them bibles, Cd’s, spending their own vacation time to be there, paying 
for their own hotels and meals, etc.  Well after about 6 weeks, one day they were setting up as usual for 
another day of ministry, and the police showed up and said pack your stuff and go, you can no longer 
minister here, they said, “today NYC is going to go back to normal”.   
 
The Enemies Still Out There 
The enemies of God and the USA are still out there, and they are still determined to cause death and 
disaster upon American soil – yet America since 9/11 has voted for Domestic Partnership for 
homosexuals, have violently opposed any government appointee that is pro-life, or on the moral right, 1 
out every 4 births ended in abortion in US in 2004 (1.3 million), the murder rate continues to escalate, 1 in 
2 marriages end in divorce, and God is still not welcome in the schools, and evolution is still taught as a 
law of science.  All this only 4 years removed from 911.  I guess it isn’t that hard to imagine what 
Pharaoh’s heart was like: 
(Exodus 9:34 NKJV)  And when Pharaoh saw that the rain, the hail, and the thunder had ceased, he sinned yet more; and he 
hardened his heart, he and his servants. 

 
 
 



Exodus 10 

Plagues 8&9 (Locust and Darkness) 
 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
10 Plagues – 10 Egyptian gods 
These 10 plagues will all have meaning behind them, as the Lord will strike death-blows to the false gods 
of God (Numbers 33:4), and show all that He is the One True and Living God: 

1. Water turned to blood (Exod. 7:19–25): The fertility of the land of Egypt depended upon the 
overflow of the Nile River to bring in both fertilizer and water. Therefore this river was sacred to 
the god Osiris—whose all-seeing eye is found in many Egyptian paintings. Pagan rites were held 
every spring when the river brought life out of death. Also there was the god Hapi associated with 
the Nile.  When the water was turned to blood, it brought death instead of life. The wise men of 
Egypt also imitated this plague with their sorcery. 

2. The plague of frogs (Exod. 8:1–15): One of the most beautiful temples in Memphis was the 
temple to Heka, the ugly frog-headed goddess. It was an offense to kill the sacred frog.  The wise 
men also duplicated this plague. 

3. The plague of lice (Exod. 8:16–20): The Egyptians worshiped the earth-god Geb. But “the dust of 
the land became lice throughout all the land of Egypt.” Pharaoh did not ask that this plague be 
taken away, and the Egyptian sorcerers could not reproduce this pestilence. They seem to have 
acknowledged that the One who brought this plague was supreme over the gods of Egypt. 

4. The plague of flies (Exod. 8:20–32): It is thought by some that the swarms of flies were actually 
masses of the sacred beetle. And Khepara was the beetle-god. The beetle, or scarab, is found in 
the Egyptian tombs and speaks of eternal life. These beetles were sacred to Ra the sun-god. 

5. The plague of murrain (fever) – Death to the Cattle (Exod. 9:1–7): Murrain was a disease that 
affected cattle. The second largest temple that Egypt ever built was located in Memphis and was 
for the worship of the black bull Apis. 

6. The plague of boils (Exod. 9:8–17): The priests of all the religions of Egypt had to be spotless—
with no mark or blemish on their bodies—in order to serve in the temples. Well, they had a 
moratorium on worship in Egypt during this period because of the boils that were on all the 
priests. None of them could serve anywhere. It was actually a judgment on the entire religion of 
Egypt. 

7. The plague of hail (Exod. 9:18–35): God demonstrates His power with the plague of hail over the 
sky-goddess who is powerless in her own domain. 

 
(Numbers 33:1 NKJV)  These are the journeys of the children of Israel, who went out of the land of Egypt by their armies under the 
hand of Moses and Aaron. 
(Numbers 33:2 NKJV)  Now Moses wrote down the starting points of their journeys at the command of the LORD. And these are 
their journeys according to their starting points: 
(Numbers 33:3 NKJV)  They departed from Rameses in the first month, on the fifteenth day of the first month; on the day after the 
Passover the children of Israel went out with boldness in the sight of all the Egyptians. 
(Numbers 33:4 NKJV)  For the Egyptians were burying all their firstborn, whom the LORD had killed among them. Also on their 
gods the LORD had executed judgments. 

 

8th Plague – Locust Amongst the Land 

(Exodus 10:1 NKJV)  Now the LORD said to Moses, “Go in to Pharaoh; for I have hardened his 
heart and the hearts of his servants, that I may show these signs of Mine before him, 
(Exodus 10:2 NKJV)  “and that you may tell in the hearing of your son and your son’s son the 
mighty things I have done in Egypt, and My signs which I have done among them, that you may 
know that I am the LORD.” 
 
 



Hardened Hearts of Servants Too / Can’t Lead further than you Are 
Notice here that God is confirming the hard heart of Pharaoh, and notice, of his servants.  A word to 
parents, big brothers or sisters, ministry leaders, your children or those people are following close behind 
you, they look to you as a leader, and they will follow your walk.  You can not take a person any further 
than you have gone yourself.  You kids won’t pray any more than you do, nor read, nor serve.  And, if you 
are going the wrong way, like Pharaoh’s servants, you will see how closely they are following your lead. 
 
Story of Son & Dad – Liquor Store 
True story, You may remember the story.  The dad was a Christian, he went to church, and he enjoyed 
his wine, though he would never admit it, sometimes too much.  It was Thanksgiving that day in Chicago, 
snow had been falling and blanket the whole town.  Dad was out of wine so he put on the jacket and coat, 
slipped on the snow boots, and went out the front door on the way to the convenience store that was only 
a block away. Half way down the block he hears something behind him, he turns and there is his little 6 
year old boy in his hat, jacket, and snow boots taking giant steps behind him.  The dad says hey buddy 
what are you doing, and the boy without looking up, very intently continued to take his giant footsteps 
right in the same steps of his father, said I’m walking in your footsteps daddy.  It hit dad that day, that his 
son was walking in his footsteps, right to the liquor store, and he never drank alcohol again. 
 
The Son’s son / Legacy of Death 
So Pharaoh is leading his family and servants towards destruction; yet on the opposite side of the 
spectrum, what the Lord is doing in these Hebrew fathers will be passed down from son to son, 
generation to generation.  Pharaoh is passing down a legacy of death and futility, but God, to Moses, to 
the Hebrews is passing down a legacy of life and power.   
 
Past Demonstration – Promise of Future 
God is demonstrating His power, and says let the story be past down; for what God has done in the past 
is a demonstration of what He will do in the future.  That is a promise for us, and application for us.  Now, 
in regards to the people of Israel, just as He delivers them here at the appointed time, so too did He in the 
6 Day War, the Yom Kipper War, and all of their other wars, so too will He miraculously protect and 
deliver Israel when Ezekiel 38-39 happens and Russia and Iran come down to attack them, and again in 
the Tribulation Period when the anti-christ turns on Israel and tries to destroy them – but God will protect 
them. 
 
West Point Student 
Interesting note by the way, a young Jewish man who was attending West Point, after many studies on 
different wars and battles, asked his professors why little or in some cases no studies were done on the 
battles that Israel fought.  The instructors said they were non-applicable, for they are so out of the 
ordinary, that there would be little to glean form them.  Unless, one was to consider that in all those 
cases, with incredible odds against them, that the small outnumbered and out-gunned Israel Army won 
because of Divine intervention.  Today, Israel has nukes, which is a great deterrent, but I believe when 
they battle against Russia and Iran together (Ezk 38-39), even the nukes won’t be enough, they will have 
to have an act of Divine intervention. 
 
(Exodus 10:3 NKJV)  So Moses and Aaron came in to Pharaoh and said to him, “Thus says the 
LORD God of the Hebrews: ‘How long will you refuse to humble yourself before Me? Let My 
people go, that they may serve Me. 
(Exodus 10:4 NKJV)  ‘Or else, if you refuse to let My people go, behold, tomorrow I will bring 
locusts into your territory. 
(Exodus 10:5 NKJV)  ‘And they shall cover the face of the earth, so that no one will be able to see 
the earth; and they shall eat the residue of what is left, which remains to you from the hail, and 
they shall eat every tree which grows up for you out of the field. 
(Exodus 10:6 NKJV)  ‘They shall fill your houses, the houses of all your servants, and the houses 
of all the Egyptians; which neither your fathers nor your fathers’ fathers have seen, since the day 
that they were on the earth to this day.’ “ And he turned and went out from Pharaoh. 



(Exodus 10:7 NKJV)  Then Pharaoh’s servants said to him, “How long shall this man be a snare to 
us? Let the men go, that they may serve the LORD their God. Do you not yet know that Egypt is 
destroyed?” 
 
Egypt is Destroyed 
After the last plagues of the cattle and the hail, all that is left in Egypt is residue, and now this plague of 
locust will wipe that out.  People are picking through scraps, and now even the scraps are in danger.  So 
many people today, their life is destroyed, all that is left is residue, and the Lord cries out to them, your sin 
has caused so much destruction in your life, but there is still a residue, there is till enough there to sustain 
life, and if you preserve that then we have something to build off of, please stop now before even the 
residue is destroyed. 
 
Promise in Joel – Years Restored 
The prophet Joel in chapter 2 speaks of the locust coming upon the land, yet He gives a wonderful 
promise at the end of that chapter, He says I will restore the years lost, restore what the locust have 
eaten.  Do what the Scriptures tell you to do, and He promises to not only forgive you, but promises to 
restore what has been destroyed by the locusts of disobedience.  Call out and see what the Lord will do.  
He can make you white as snow again, if you seek Him with all your heart, He can make you a virgin 
again, He can restore family relationships that have been destroyed, He can multiply the years loss by 
drugs and alcohol and make your remaining years more fruitful than all the years you have lived to this 
point.  People often say what is the use now, I’ve already messed up, but God says I can still give you a 
wonderful and abundant life, come now He says: 
(Joel 2:25 NKJV)  “So I will restore to you the years that the swarming locust has eaten, The crawling locust, The consuming locust, 
And the chewing locust, My great army which I sent among you. 
(Joel 2:26 NKJV)  You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, And praise the name of the LORD your God, Who has dealt wondrously 
with you; And My people shall never be put to shame. 

 
How Sad People Keep Going 
How sad it is to see people keep going, that sin has destroyed their marriage, their health, their family, 
and yet they still keep going, ignoring all the chances to make things right.  John 3:19, men love 
darkness, rather than light, lest their sin be exposed: 
(John 3:19 NKJV)  “And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, 
because their deeds were evil. 
(John 3:20 NKJV)  “For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 
(John 3:21 NKJV)  “But he who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been done in 
God.” 

 
Moses Doesn’t Apologize 
Moses gives the word, and then leaves.  Notice Moses doesn’t apologize, he doesn’t say I am sorry to be 
the bearer of bad news.  Sometimes I/we can feel bad for telling the person bad news; and say I am sorry 
to tell you this bad news.  We can never say something like that, for it makes it appear that we are not in 
agreement with God.  By saying I’m sorry to tell you this, it makes it appear that we think God is being too 
harsh.  We need never apologize for the truth, for the truth needs no apology.  In Revelation 10 we are 
told the word is both sweet and bitter.  The bitter word can become sweet when the person takes it in, 
and digests it, and make the necessary changes.  We are told in Joshua that it is through the word that 
prosperity and success will come, and that is both when it is sweet and bitter.  For it is only the truth that 
will set someone free, and to not respond to the truth is to bring yourself into bondage.  The apostle Paul 
is a good New Testament example as he had to bring some harsh words to the church there, and he said 
he wasn’t sorry for doing it, the only thing he was sorry about was that at first they didn’t repent: 
(Revelation 10:10 NKJV)  Then I took the little book out of the angel’s hand and ate it, and it was as sweet as honey in my mouth. 
But when I had eaten it, my stomach became bitter. 
 
(Joshua 1:8 NKJV)  “This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may 
observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success. 
 
(Isaiah 55:11 NKJV)  So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; It shall not return to Me void, But it shall accomplish what I 
please, And it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it. 
 
(John 8:32 NKJV)  “And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” 



(John 8:33 NKJV)  They answered Him, “We are Abraham’s descendants, and have never been in bondage to anyone. How can 
you say, ‘You will be made free’?” 
(John 8:34 NKJV)  Jesus answered them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of sin. 
 
(2 Corinthians 7:8 NKJV)  For even if I made you sorry with my letter, I do not regret it; though I did regret it. For I perceive that the 
same epistle made you sorry, though only for a while. 
(2 Corinthians 7:9 NKJV)  Now I rejoice, not that you were made sorry, but that your sorrow led to repentance. For you were made 
sorry in a godly manner, that you might suffer loss from us in nothing. 
(2 Corinthians 7:10 NKJV)  For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation, not to be regretted; but the sorrow of the 
world produces death. 
 

Sin is Cruel Taskmaster 
I am reminded of the story of the evil king, and he called the blacksmith before his throne and said make 
me a chain, the finest in all the land.  So the blacksmith labored hard and came back several days later to 
present his work.  The king said it is not long enough, make it longer, and he did, with the same results –
make it longer.  Then finally the blacksmith returned and the evil king said you have made the perfect 
chain – then the evil king said now shackle it to your ankle and drag it with you for the rest of your life.  
Men today and making chains, heavy and long, never realizing that one day it will be fastened to their 
ankle and they will be a slave to it for life. 
 
(Exodus 10:8 NKJV)  So Moses and Aaron were brought again to Pharaoh, and he said to them, 
“Go, serve the LORD your God. Who are the ones that are going?” 
(Exodus 10:9 NKJV)  And Moses said, “We will go with our young and our old; with our sons and 
our daughters, with our flocks and our herds we will go, for we must hold a feast to the LORD.” 
(Exodus 10:10 NKJV)  Then he said to them, “The LORD had better be with you when I let you and 
your little ones go! Beware, for evil is ahead of you. 
(Exodus 10:11 NKJV)  “Not so! Go now, you who are men, and serve the LORD, for that is what 
you desired.” And they were driven out from Pharaoh’s presence. 
 
Brought Again 
Verse 8 – Brought again – So Moses and Aaron were brought again, so obviously Pharaoh actually 
pondered the words of Moses, he knew they would come to pass so he wants to make a deal. 
 
Discernment / Not to be Critical – but to Intercede 
It is interesting here for Moses answers Pharaoh’s objection, before Pharaoh can object.  Pharaoh says 
who is going, and Moses makes it clear that everyone is going.  Pharaoh objects and says the men can 
go but the kids are staying.  Pharaoh says your plan is evil (verse 10), and you are up to no good, the 
kids must stay, but Moses says no way.  It seems here that Moses knew what was coming, so He 
answers in advance.  I believe the Lord had given Moses discernment in the matter.  How sweet it is 
when we are continually in the Word and prayer, for we receive discernment from the Lord (Heb 4:12).  I 
love it when people say my wife called you didn’t she, she told you what was going on and that is why you 
spoke about it in your message.  Or you are praying, and the Lord just lays something on your heart 
about someone and you go to them and they are like wow, how did you know that.  That is an exciting 
Christian life, and may I add, God gives us discernment not so that we may be critical, but so that we may 
intercede.  Moses here is interceding for the good of the whole nation of Israel. 
(Hebrews 4:12 NKJV)  For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the 
division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

 
Recap the 4 Compromises 
Again, it is worthwhile to recap the compromises that Pharaoh has offers Moses, a picture of the same 
compromises that Satan offers each of us.  
 
Compromise 1 – Stay in the Land 
(Exodus 8:25 NKJV)  Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron, and said, “Go, sacrifice to your God in the land.” 

Pharaoh said hey, you can go, but don’t leave the land of Egypt.  Satan will say to you, ok so you’re 
saved, but don’t leave the world, just keep doing what you always have done, don’t get radical, don’t 
become fanatical.  I always challenge the youth, but myself too, if an evil dictator took over America and 
said those Christians are trouble makers, turn them in for a reward – would your neighbors, co-workers, 
classmates, immediately think of you?  Or would the case be dismissed for lack of evidence.  Satan says 



ok you’re saved, doesn’t mean you can’t keep going to those places, no need to change the way you 
dress, or clean-up your language.  Ok you are saved, lets not go overboard. 
 
Compromise 2 – Don’t go Far Away 
(Exodus 8:28 NKJV)  And Pharaoh said, “I will let you go, that you may sacrifice to the LORD your God in the wilderness; only you 
shall not go very far away. Intercede for me.” 

Here Pharaoh says ok you can leave, but don’t go too far.  Satan says ok you are a Christian but don’t go 
out of your way, do what is convenient.  Beloved, let me tell you the words Christian and convenient are 
words that do not go together.  Especially today, there are too many Christians who want easy, 
convenient Christianity.  For convenience, they compromise their walk.  To grow spiritually you will have 
to go out of your way, you may have to drive those extra miles, you may have to get up early, or stay up 
late, and you may have to spend your money.  You may have to say no and miss out.  Jesus said pick up 
your cross and follow me, there is nothing convenient about the cross: 
(Matthew 16:24 NKJV)  Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his 
cross, and follow Me. 
(Matthew 16:25 NKJV)  “For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. 

 
Compromise 3 – Leave the Kids 
Now Pharaoh says ok you go as far as you need to, but don’t take the kids, leave them here, but Moses 
say “no way”.  The application here is obvious, Satan says ok, so your saved, you go out of your way, but 
don’t take the kids out of the world.  Satan wants our kids to be under as much of an influence of the 
world as possible, from the influences of peers, television, activities, anything but where people are 
gathering to worship and study the things of the Lord.  Satan will say ok you go, you fellowship, but don’t 
it effect your kids, leave them in the world, they need be involved in sports, school events, homework is 
important, and they got to get their rest.  When the kingdom comes, those things will not be the 
determining factor of how a person will rule and reign with Jesus.  Are they important – yes, are they bad 
– no, but can you adjust and prioritize your time and their time so they can involved in church and the 
things of the Lord – absolutely yes!  I think this has a lot to do with the convenience thing, for many 
parents it is just easier on them to leave the kids at home.  As I said before, I would rather battle my 
child’s flesh today, then next year after it has had a whole year to grow. 
 
(Exodus 10:12 NKJV)  Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the land of 
Egypt for the locusts, that they may come upon the land of Egypt, and eat every herb of the land; 
all that the hail has left.” 
(Exodus 10:13 NKJV)  So Moses stretched out his rod over the land of Egypt, and the LORD 
brought an east wind on the land all that day and all that night. When it was morning, the east 
wind brought the locusts. 
 
Gathered by Command of God 
Notice here that the locust were gathered from another place on the earth and brought to Egypt.  All of 
creation is in obedience to God, only man with his free-will is in rebellion. 
 
(Exodus 10:14 NKJV)  And the locusts went up over all the land of Egypt and rested on all the 
territory of Egypt. They were very severe; previously there had been no such locusts as they, nor 
shall there be such after them. 
(Exodus 10:15 NKJV)  For they covered the face of the whole earth, so that the land was darkened; 
and they ate every herb of the land and all the fruit of the trees which the hail had left. So there 
remained nothing green on the trees or on the plants of the field throughout all the land of Egypt. 
 
Egyptian God – Serapis 
The plague of locusts (Exod. 10:1–20): The judgment of the locusts was against the insect gods, one of 
the gods was called Serapis. Nepre was the grain god, Emutic was the goddess of the crop, and Enubus 
was suppose to be the guardian of the field.  All their gods are failing.  If you have ever heard locust 
munching, it is a weird sound (I only heard the Circadas).  So all Egypt is left to listen to the residue get 
devoured, the swarm eating what is left. 
  



(Exodus 10:16 NKJV)  Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron in haste, and said, “I have sinned 
against the LORD your God and against you. 
(Exodus 10:17 NKJV)  “Now therefore, please forgive my sin only this once, and entreat the LORD 
your God, that He may take away from me this death only.” 
(Exodus 10:18 NKJV)  So he went out from Pharaoh and entreated the LORD. 
(Exodus 10:19 NKJV)  And the LORD turned a very strong west wind, which took the locusts away 
and blew them into the Red Sea. There remained not one locust in all the territory of Egypt. 
 
Not one locust is again a miracle and demonstration of the power of god. 
 
(Exodus 10:20 NKJV)  But the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he did not let the children of 
Israel go. 
 
Sin Only Once / Man must be Honest about their Sin 
Pharaoh, he is on his 8th plague, and somehow he has forgotten about the other 7, and claims this is his 
only sin.  Man must be honest about his personal sin if he is ever to have victory over it.  When I talk with 
someone, and they just flat-out lie to me about their sin, I know there is nothing more I can do, that I 
would just be wasting my time, casting pearls to swine’s.  I give them a word from the Bible, and say call 
me if you want to talk.  They are deceiving themselves. 
 
Knowledge of Sin not Enough / Playing Games / Fear Beginning of Wisdom 
Now here Pharaoh does acknowledge he has sinned, but as we have said in the last study, the 
knowledge of sin is not enough, the knowledge of sin must be coupled with repentance, a turning away 
from sin.  For Christians, a turning to Christ must also include a turning away from sin.  Pharaoh 
continues to play games with the Lord, and the is about to be over.  Pharaoh in this plague has a respect 
for the power of God, for he calls Moses to try to make a deal before the calamity falls upon him, but He 
does not have a fear of the Lord.  The Bible says that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and 
that fear is to recognize His holiness, and how offensive sin is to the Holy God.  That fear is the beginning 
of wisdom, and wisdom is putting knowledge into action. 
(Proverbs 9:10 NKJV)  “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, And the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding. 
 
(Psalms 111:10 NKJV)  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; A good understanding have all those who do His 
commandments. His praise endures forever. 

 
Moses still Prays 
Notice though, all the games that Pharaoh is playing with God, yet Moses still prays for him.  Moses 
displays that he is not only a patient man, but a compassionate man as he still prays for Pharaoh after 8 
times of this.  Moses has compassion for the lost, for the rebellious, for the hard-hearted, what an 
example for us. 
 

9th Plague – Darkness Upon the Land 

(Exodus 10:21 NKJV)  Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward heaven, that 
there may be darkness over the land of Egypt, darkness which may even be felt.” 
(Exodus 10:22 NKJV)  So Moses stretched out his hand toward heaven, and there was thick 
darkness in all the land of Egypt three days. 
(Exodus 10:23 NKJV)  They did not see one another; nor did anyone rise from his place for three 
days. But all the children of Israel had light in their dwellings. 
 
No Warning 
With plagues 1 and 2 God gave a warning to Pharaoh of what was coming, but here in this 3rd plague 
there is no warning.  We will see this pattern of 2 and 1 repeated for the remaining plagues.  Plagues 4 
and 5 (swarms of flies and death to cattle) there will be a warning, but the 6th plague of boils upon man, 
no warning.   Plagues 7 and 8 (hail and locust upon the land) there will be warnings, but the 9 th plague of 
darkness there will be no warning.   
 
 



Judgment against Ra 
The plague of darkness (Exod. 10:21–29): God moved in with darkness against the chief god that was 
worshiped—the sun-god Ra. The sun disc is the most familiar symbol found in Egyptian ruins. The plague 
of darkness shows the utter helplessness of Ra. 
 
So Dark Can Feel It 
The darkness was so dark that you could feel it.  This darkness would be no sun, no stars, no moon, even 
no candles or lamps.  For 3 days time would stand still for them, without light no one would know what 
day it was, how many hours had past.  Is it day 1, 2, or 3?  How long did I sleep for, there would be no 
sunrise, no sunset.  It would be so dark they would not be able to find anything, except by crawling 
around on the floor and feeling their way around.  The crops and cattle are destroyed, they would had no 
food to start with, and have no way of scrounging around to find any.  There would be no activities, only 
conversation, and the conversation would be – it sure is dark.  The historian Josephus records from other 
writings that this darkness was so thick that people had a hard time breathing. 
 
God’s Grace 
I see this darkness as God’s grace.  He gives Pharaoh and all of Egypt 3 days to fast, 3 days to slow 
down from activities, 3 days to meditate on all that had happened.  He gave them 3 days to humble 
themselves and seek to get right with the Lord – for the next plague coming is death.  God will allow 
nights/days of darkness into people’s life so that they may have nothing else to do, except mediate and 
consider the things of the Lord. 
 
(Exodus 10:23 NKJV)  They did not see one another; nor did anyone rise from his place for three 
days. But all the children of Israel had light in their dwellings. 
 
Lights in Israel 
No light in Egypt, but the light was shining where the Hebrews were.  Where God’s children were, so was 
there light.  How about you, how about your home?  Is there light in your home, while there is darkness in 
the world?  Is the Light of the world shinning in your home?  Our homes should be a place where the 
Light of Christ shines, where the morning star raises in our heart.  Where there is peace, is your home at 
peace or is there a constant tension there?  Does the Light in your home radiate love, is your home a 
sanctuary from the world for all who live there.  If it is not, if your home is in continual stress, struggle, 
turmoil, then you need to ask why, you need to evaluate if the Light of the World is illuminating your 
house, if He is the center of your home. 
(John 8:12 NKJV)  Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in 
darkness, but have the light of life.” 

 
Rarely give new Insight in Counseling 
I have found that when counseling, I rarely ever give fresh insight to people, for people know what they 
need to do, the issue is if they are willing to do it, are they willing to apply what they know is right and 
needs to be done to their situation.  If your home is not a place of peace, if it seems to be dark or dim, 
then turn to the Light of the World, He will shine His light on the situation and guide you on what needs to 
be done to bring peace into the home.  Then, do what you know you are suppose to do, don’t justify, don’t 
make excuses, just do it.   
 
Walk all Over Me 
Well if I do that you may say they are going to take advantage of me and walk all over me.  Why should I 
be the one to change, why do I have to always be the one to give?  Because right now at this very 
moment, the Lord is speaking to you, this Bible study is for you, and the Lord is asking you to change.  
Whether the other person changes or not, the Lord tonight is asking you to change, He is asking you to 
die to yourself.  For when you die to yourself, you are well pleasing to the Lord.  I can not promise you 
anything else about the situation, except that you will be pleasing to the Lord, and that is something you 
should seek at any cost, on every day.  We are told to walk in the Light as He is in the Light: 
(1 John 1:7 NKJV)  But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus 
Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 

 
If Your Family Member Interviewed 



Let me ask you, if your family was to roll tape, or give a 5 minute overview of what the week has been like 
in your home, how comfortable would you be.  Husbands would your wife say, my how he loved me this 
week.  Wives would he say she let me lead, respected my leadership.  Kids would the parents say how 
obedient you were and how others-centered you were?   
 
Christian Home should be place of Peace 
The homes of Christians should be places of peace, they should be places where the “shikinah glory” of 
God is illuminating the home.   
 
(Exodus 10:24 NKJV)  Then Pharaoh called to Moses and said, “Go, serve the LORD; only let your 
flocks and your herds be kept back. Let your little ones also go with you.” 
(Exodus 10:25 NKJV)  But Moses said, “You must also give us sacrifices and burnt offerings, that 
we may sacrifice to the LORD our God. 
(Exodus 10:26 NKJV)  “Our livestock also shall go with us; not a hoof shall be left behind. For we 
must take some of them to serve the LORD our God, and even we do not know with what we must 
serve the LORD until we arrive there.” 
 
Compromise 4 – Leave your Possessions  
Now Pharaoh says ok, go, take your kids with you, but leave your possessions in the land, Moses says 
no we must take it all we know not what we may offer up to the Lord.  Satan wants us to compromise, to 
keep our possessions in the world, to be tied back to the material things of the world, for where your 
treasures are there you hearts will be.  Many Christians never move on, grow and mature, because they 
are so tied to their material possessions, and are so afraid to let them go, and have not the faith to give 
unto the Lord.  
 
Ready for Anything 
Moses says we must take it all for we must be ready for anything the Lord asks of us.  Right here is a 
good ministry key for us.  Be ready for anything when you show up.  Show up (on-time I might add), and 
then be ready for anything, be ready to be interrupted, be ready to meet whatever the need is at that 
moment.  You find that a very exciting Christian life.  I remember when I was at another Church, I just 
wanted to serve in any way I could.  I’d just show up, and I knew there was something that needed to be 
done, and just wait to see what it was.  I remember them asking me to go find silverware for the Church 
Banquet.  I could have told them I was a Bible College graduate, and showed them my diploma, or say 
hey this is what the Lord ahs for me.  I ended up having a few brothers and sister saying what are you 
doing, and then we ended up going from place to place, laughing, getting lunch, getting a coffee, we just 
had wonderful fellowship.  Just show up and be ready for anything and you will find yourself living an 
exciting, joyous Christian life. 
 
(Exodus 10:27 NKJV)  But the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he would not let them go. 
(Exodus 10:28 NKJV)  Then Pharaoh said to him, “Get away from me! Take heed to yourself and 
see my face no more! For in the day you see my face you shall die!” 
(Exodus 10:29 NKJV)  And Moses said, “You have spoken well. I will never see your face again.” 
 
When Faced with Repentance 
When man is faced with repentance, his true heart is revealed, and we see Pharaoh’s heart is filled with 
pride, and filled with murder. 
 
Foretaste of Outer Darkness 
Sadly for Pharaoh, this darkness was a foretaste of what “outer darkness” will be like, yet he refuses to 
bow the knee. 
 



Exodus 11 
The Difference is the Blood 

 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
10 Plagues – 10 Egyptian gods 
These 10 plagues will all have meaning behind them, as the Lord will strike death-blows to the false gods 
of God (Numbers 33:4), and show all that He is the One True and Living God: 

1. Water turned to blood (Exod. 7:19–25): The fertility of the land of Egypt depended upon the 
overflow of the Nile River to bring in both fertilizer and water. Therefore this river was sacred to 
the god Osiris—whose all-seeing eye is found in many Egyptian paintings. Pagan rites were held 
every spring when the river brought life out of death. Also there was the god Hapi associated with 
the Nile.  When the water was turned to blood, it brought death instead of life. The wise men of 
Egypt also imitated this plague with their sorcery. 

2. The plague of frogs (Exod. 8:1–15): One of the most beautiful temples in Memphis was the 
temple to Heka, the ugly frog-headed goddess. It was an offense to kill the sacred frog.  The wise 
men also duplicated this plague. 

3. The plague of lice (Exod. 8:16–20): The Egyptians worshiped the earth-god Geb. But “the dust of 
the land became lice throughout all the land of Egypt.” Pharaoh did not ask that this plague be 
taken away, and the Egyptian sorcerers could not reproduce this pestilence. They seem to have 
acknowledged that the One who brought this plague was supreme over the gods of Egypt. 

4. The plague of flies (Exod. 8:20–32): It is thought by some that the swarms of flies were actually 
masses of the sacred beetle. And Khepara was the beetle-god. The beetle, or scarab, is found in 
the Egyptian tombs and speaks of eternal life. These beetles were sacred to Ra the sun-god. 

5. The plague of murrain (fever) – Death to the cattle) (Exod. 9:1–7): Murrain was a disease that 
affected cattle. The second largest temple that Egypt ever built was located in Memphis and was 
for the worship of the black bull Apis. 

6. The plague of boils (Exod. 9:8–17): The priests of all the religions of Egypt had to be spotless—
with no mark or blemish on their bodies—in order to serve in the temples. Well, they had a 
moratorium on worship in Egypt during this period because of the boils that were on all the 
priests. None of them could serve anywhere. It was actually a judgment on the entire religion of 
Egypt. 

7. The plague of hail (Exod. 9:18–35): God demonstrates His power with the plague of hail over the 
sky-goddess who is powerless in her own domain. 

8. The plague of locusts (Exod. 10:1–20): The judgment of the locusts was against the insect gods, 
one of the gods was called Serapis. The plague of locusts meant the crops were cursed. This 
was an evidence of the judgment of God as found in the books of Joel and Revelation also. 

9. The plague of darkness (Exod. 10:21–29): God moved in with darkness against the chief god that 
was worshiped—the sun-god Ra. The sun disc is the most familiar symbol found in Egyptian 
ruins. The plague of darkness shows the utter helplessness of Ra. 

 
(Numbers 33:1 NKJV)  These are the journeys of the children of Israel, who went out of the land of Egypt by their armies under the 
hand of Moses and Aaron. 
(Numbers 33:2 NKJV)  Now Moses wrote down the starting points of their journeys at the command of the LORD. And these are 
their journeys according to their starting points: 
(Numbers 33:3 NKJV)  They departed from Rameses in the first month, on the fifteenth day of the first month; on the day after the 
Passover the children of Israel went out with boldness in the sight of all the Egyptians. 
(Numbers 33:4 NKJV)  For the Egyptians were burying all their firstborn, whom the LORD had killed among them. Also on their 
gods the LORD had executed judgments. 

 
 
 



Today’s Plagues 
These plagues God is judging and pulling down the gods the Egyptians worshipped, and they are not 
much different than today.  The Egyptians were not simple minded people, just looking at the intelligence 
it took to build the pyramids, and studying ancient writings, we see they were highly advanced and 
extremely intelligent.  We can think them simple idol worshippers, but that is the farthest from the truth – 
they were no different than us today.   There false gods had meaning and purpose behind them, and we 
can see a parallel with them then, and today.  We can see how not much has changed since them, as 
man continually turns to other things, and serve them, over serving the Lord: 

1. Water turned to blood – People worshipped the Nile River for livelihood, today people invest 
everything into their jobs 

2. The plague of frogs – the goddess Hecht represented the goddess of sex (fertility), just look at the 
lust of man today.  Man refusing to repent of sexual immorality, now fornication, adultery, and 
homosexuality are the in thing – no shame, no more.  Pornography is the number 1 selling 
business on the Web. 

3. The plague of lice – the earth god Geb – today takes the dirt and makes buildings that can hold 
70,000 and they go to their temple every Sunday at the expense of fellowship with the Lord. 

4. The plague of flies  - Khepara was the beetle-god. The beetle, or scarab, is found in the Egyptian 
tombs and speaks of eternal life. These beetles were sacred to Ra the sun-god.  Remember 
these are dung beetles – Today people spend hours in front of the Television taking in things that 
are pure trash, all at the expense of seeking after the things of the Lord.  HBO stands for Hell’s 
Best to Offer. 

5. The plague of murrain (fever) – Death to the cattle) – this plague killed their cattle which would 
include their horses, which were the key to their military might – today man doesn’t feel a need for 
God protecting the nation because they trust in their nations great army – that is their Homeland 
Security, not God. 

6. The plague of boils – The priests of all the religions of Egypt had to be spotless—with no mark or 
blemish on their bodies—in order to serve in the temples. Today there are thousands of false 
religions, as man says my way will get me to heaven.  Talking of perfection, let us not forget how 
many people today are consumed with their looks and being looked at.  People spending more 
time in the gym, in front of the mirror in one week than they do thinking about the One who 
created them. 

7. The plague of hail – the hail destroyed all their stuff.  Today people investing countless hours into 
their stuff – materialism.  Buying more, maintaining more, chasing after more, always needing 
more. 

8. The plague of locusts – these locust consumed all their crops, they believed there were gods 
protecting the crops.  Today drugs and alcohol are consuming man, the very thing man things will 
bring solace in life, ends up consuming them. 

9. The plague of darkness – darkness upon the land before the last plague of the death of the first 
born.  Today man has not time to look into the things of the Spirit, for the sun is shinning and life 
is good.  Men have no idea they are walking in darkness.  Men have their plans and feel no need 
to call upon the Lord.  Men are doing it their way. 

 
God gives them 9 Warnings / Hells gate 
All these things were brought to futility before Pharaoh and the Egyptians, as they still do today. God in 
His love and grace gave Pharaoh and the Egyptians 9 warnings to turn from their gods and to turn to the 
true and living God, yet they repented not.  They recognized Him, they recognized their sin, but they 
refused to repent, to turn away.  Again, man is no different today, God gives all kinds of warnings, but 
men still refuse to repent, they keep going on their way.  But I do love the true story I heard sometime 
ago.  A man made a trip to New York City, and he said I must go to the then famous bar called “Hells 
Gate”.  So he searches and can’t find it, he know he is close and in the area so he stops and asks a 
police officer, hey how do I get to “Hells Gate”, the officer said you are close, just keep going down this 
road, and you will see a church on the right called “Calvary”, and then just a little past there is Hells Gate.  
Then it struck the man, you have to past Calvary to get to Hells Gate.  He stopped at Calvary that night 
and gave his life to the Lord.  God is giving all kinds of signs and warnings, yet people just continue on by 
Calvary, on their way to the Gates of Hell. 
 



Become what you Worship 
Here is a sobering thought.  Remember we said they worshipped the dung beetle, because they saw the 
sun rolling across the sky just as the dung beetle rolled dung across the land, so they figured there must 
be a dung-beetle rolling the sun across the sky.  Egypt literally worshipped dung.  Psalm 135 says a man 
becomes what he worships. 
(Psalms 135:14 NKJV)  For the LORD will judge His people, And He will have compassion on His servants. 
(Psalms 135:15 NKJV)  The idols of the nations are silver and gold, The work of men’s hands. 
(Psalms 135:16 NKJV)  They have mouths, but they do not speak; Eyes they have, but they do not see; 
(Psalms 135:17 NKJV)  They have ears, but they do not hear; Nor is there any breath in their mouths. 
(Psalms 135:18 NKJV)  Those who make them are like them; So is everyone who trusts in them. 

 
Go to Egypt Today 
If you were to go to Egypt today, it is one of the most poorest, impoverish country’s in the world (the USA 
annually provides 2 Billion in Aid).  Twenty-five percent of the 77 million population lives in poverty.  The 
average person makes only 1,500$ a year.  In 1970 the life expectancy was 53, but improvements have 
been made and the average is now 67 (in 1970 10% babies never made it to 1 year old – today 3%).  
20% are unemployed. Many people literally live on dung hills.  In the capital Cairo, hundreds of thousands 
live in the garbage dump.  In fact up to 2 years, 60,000 of them were paid a dollar a day to collect trash 
throughout the city and take it to the dump.  With that trash they would pick through for edible food, and 
recycle 80% of everything they brought back.  Today it is all contracted out, and there is a massive 
problem for these people.  300,000 people live in Cairo’s cemetery because they are homeless and can’t 
afford housing.  The mortgage rate there is 15%.  They worshipped a dung beetle, and now they live 
amongst the garbage; they worshipped dead and powerless gods, now live in a cemetery.   
 
Man Becomes what he Worships / World – Sex -/ Jesus – 1 Cor 
It is true, man becomes what he worships.  If you worship the world you will be cold and uncaring.  If you 
worship sex and pornography, you will be self-centered, frustrated, and empty (for every time you join 
your self in fornication you give apiece of your soul away).  The good news is, if you worship Jesus Christ 
then you will become just like Him.  Take 1 Corinthians 13, and place His name in there, and that is what 
you will be: 
(Proverbs 6:32 NKJV)  Whoever commits adultery (sexual immorality) with a woman lacks understanding; He who does so destroys 
his own soul. 
 
(1 Corinthians 13:4 NKJV)  Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; 
(1 Corinthians 13:5 NKJV)  does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; 
(1 Corinthians 13:6 NKJV)  does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; 
(1 Corinthians 13:7 NKJV)  bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
(1 Corinthians 13:8 NKJV)  Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are tongues, they will 
cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away. 

 

10th Plague – Death of the First Born 

(Exodus 11:1 NKJV)  And the LORD said to Moses, “I will bring yet one more plague on Pharaoh 
and on Egypt. Afterward he will let you go from here. When he lets you go, he will surely drive you 
out of here altogether. 
(Exodus 11:2 NKJV)  “Speak now in the hearing of the people, and let every man ask from his 
neighbor and every woman from her neighbor, articles of silver and articles of gold.” 
(Exodus 11:3 NKJV)  And the LORD gave the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians. Moreover 
the man Moses was very great in the land of Egypt, in the sight of Pharaoh’s servants and in the 
sight of the people. 
 
No Testimony – Without Test 
Finally they will be free.  Children of Israel have been going through it.  Things have been tough on them, 
but back in verse 1 of chapter 10 God says you will tell this story to your children’s children.  The children 
of Israel have quite a testimony of God’s power and goodness, and I might note to you, you can’t spell the 
word testimony without first spelling “test”.  There is no rainbow without the storm first. 
 
Request not Borrow / Back Wages  of 400 years 



The Hebrew word here for “borrow” is most often used in the Scriptures “to request”.  There was to be no 
returning the things given.  We see 2 things here; one, is the Egyptians paying back wages for the 400 
years of slavery and work the Children of Israel have given them.  It was the backs of the Hebrews that 
would build the great cities of Egypt, with the pyramids, temples, and great houses.  When you see 
pictures of ruins and archeological finding there in Egypt, just remind yourself that many of those things 
were built at the expense of the people we are reading about.  So the gold and silver are back wages 
rightly earned by the people of Israel. 
 
World may not Recognize / Hospitals – Orphanages – Universities – Woman / The Rapture 
The world may not recognize it, or refuses to recognize it, but the world owes Christianity a lot.  Imagine 
all these people who cry out for the silence of the things of God, who say we should keep our “religion” to 
ourselves and stay out of other people’s business, imagine if that was totally enforced all across the 
board.  Example: I am sorry sir, but we can not treat your cancer, or your life threatening injury from a car 
accident, this hospital, just like almost every hospital in country was founded because of Christian 
principles.  Sir you will have to go to an atheist hospital – what is that, there aren’t any, ohh so sorry to 
hear about that.  The first 100 Universities in America were founded for the primary purposes of training 
up a literate clergy – now those same Universities reject any mention of God.  Yale, Harvard, all started 
for training clergy, now they say no to Christianity – amazing how many business leaders, Presidents, 
Congress men have graduated from those schools.  How many children have a shot at life because of 
Christian principles to establish orphanages?  Woman, every where the gospel has gone, woman have 
been elevated to equal and right standing with men.  Go to countries such as Muslim, Buddhist, Hindu 
dominated, and you will see the repression of woman, where they are treated as objects, lower than 
animals in some cases.  How many European, American women reject all things of Christianity, saying it 
has no place for modern times, yet fail to realize they have a voice because of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  
The world has a lot to be thankful for because of Christianity.  Not to mention, that the Church is the 
restrainer that is holding back the Lawless One.  Once we are taken out, taken up, man will be left to 
himself, have what he desired, no more Christian voice with all their morals, the resultant as we are told in 
Revelation will be war, famine, pestilence, which results in one-quarter of the worlds population dying.  
The world has lots to be thankful for, because of God’s children on earth.  Christian may I remind you, 
you make a huge difference in this world, whether you realize it or not.  Christ is in you, therefore 
everywhere you go, He does too, and things are never the same ole wherever He is.  Although you may 
not see it, just know that you are making a difference in your family, your school, your friends, for we are 
the salt of the earth. 
(2 Thessalonians 2:6 NKJV)  And now you know what is restraining, that he may be revealed in his own time. 
(2 Thessalonians 2:7 NKJV)  For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who now restrains will do so until He is 
taken out of the way. 
(2 Thessalonians 2:8 NKJV)  And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth 
and destroy with the brightness of His coming. 
 
(Matthew 5:13 NKJV)  “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for 
nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men. 
(Matthew 5:14 NKJV)  “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 

 
Secondly – For the Temple 
Secondly, God is preparing in advance for the making of the Tabernacle and all the priestly garments and 
utensils.  The gold and silver for make these things will come from here.  God is always preparing a table 
before us, even when we have no idea what He is going to do in the future.  It is fun to look back over life 
and see how He was putting pieces together before we had any clue that He was working.  I encourage 
you to think about things like that; think about how you met your spouse and the road he put you two on 
bring you together.  Those close friendships you now have, how you ended up at this church, ministries 
you are involved in, and people that are saved or plugged back into the Lord because of you.  Me and my 
wife were talking about a precious teenage girl who lives 5 houses down from us, who got saved through 
this ministry, how she was first our baby-sitter for children’s church, and that day she asked what is the 
gospel, and how she is like a daughter to us.  When she was 2, I lived 3,000 miles from her.  Just 3 years 
ago my wife to be lived 40 miles from her, yet God put all the pieces in motion, to bring us together.  It is 
fun to think about those things, just make you say – wow, you are amazing Lord. 
 



(Exodus 11:4 NKJV)  Then Moses said, “Thus says the LORD: ‘About midnight I will go out into 
the midst of Egypt; 
(Exodus 11:5 NKJV)  ‘and all the firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of 
Pharaoh who sits on his throne, even to the firstborn of the female servant who is behind the 
handmill, and all the firstborn of the animals. 
 
First Born dedicated to god of Egypt 
Death of the firstborn (Exod. 11–12:36): According to the religion of Egypt, the firstborn belonged to the 
gods of Egypt. In other words, God took what was set aside for the gods of Egypt. Pharaoh and the 
Egyptians were even claiming what was God’s (the Hebrew children) as their own, and saying the 
firstborn Hebrews were theirs because they were slaves, and they dedicated them to the false gods.  God 
is dealing His final death blow to the false gods of Egypt.  Man’s very breath is gift from God, there is 
nothing to claim as ours – all we have been given to us from Him. 
 
In the Land / Apply the Blood 
Verse 5 – in the land of Egypt – notice that it is all inclusive, in the land of Egypt, that would include the 
Jewish people.  They would have to exercise faith and apply the blood, or they too would die.  And, any 
Egyptian could find the same mercy and grace offered if they would apply the blood. 
 
(Exodus 11:6 NKJV)  ‘Then there shall be a great cry throughout all the land of Egypt, such as was 
not like it before, nor shall be like it again. 
(Exodus 11:7 NKJV)  ‘But against none of the children of Israel shall a dog move its tongue, 
against man or beast, that you may know that the LORD does make a difference between the 
Egyptians and Israel.’ 
 
The Difference 
God will make a difference, and the difference is the difference between the god’s of the Egyptians, and 
the God of the Hebrew.  Truly, the Hebrews are and were no different than the Egyptians.  Ezekiel tells us 
that just as Egypt worshipped idols, so did the Hebrews.  We will see in a few chapters the Children of 
Israel making a golden calf, even after seeing the very demonstration of God’s power in their life by 
freeing them the greatest army without drawing a single sword, and then burying that whole army without 
picking up one shovel.  It is all about grace!  Grace – Getting what we don’t deserve> 
(Ezekiel 20:5 NKJV)  “Say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “On the day when I chose Israel and raised My hand in an oath to the 
descendants of the house of Jacob, and made Myself known to them in the land of Egypt, I raised My hand in an oath to them, 
saying, ‘I am the LORD your God.’ 
(Ezekiel 20:6 NKJV)  “On that day I raised My hand in an oath to them, to bring them out of the land of Egypt into a land that I had 
searched out for them, ‘flowing with milk and honey,’ the glory of all lands. 
(Ezekiel 20:7 NKJV)  “Then I said to them, ‘Each of you, throw away the abominations which are before his eyes, and do not defile 
yourselves with the idols of Egypt. I am the LORD your God.’ 
(Ezekiel 20:8 NKJV)  “But they rebelled against Me and would not obey Me. They did not all cast away the abominations which were 
before their eyes, nor did they forsake the idols of Egypt. Then I said, ‘I will pour out My fury on them and fulfill My anger against 
them in the midst of the land of Egypt.’ 
(Ezekiel 20:9 NKJV)  “But I acted for My name’s sake, that it should not be profaned before the Gentiles among whom they were, in 
whose sight I had made Myself known to them, to bring them out of the land of Egypt. 

 
That’s Me 
Ezekiel 20, the children of Israel – idol worshippers with hard hearts that is me, a person who chased 
after the idols of the world, and still today gets distracted by them.  How many times I recognize my hard-
heart, being bitter about this, uncaring about that, not giving love when and where it is needed.  Yet God 
would still call me His own.  Yet God knowing all these things about me, things about me even after I 
would get saved, and He would still choose the nails, my nails, your nails.   
 
What a God of Love / Dead in Tresspasses and Sin 
That is what makes Him different from any other god, for He will love me through it all, unconditionally.  
He proved His love that while I was dead in my trespasses and sin, He still loved me.  Christian that you 
would dwell on that love, soak in that love right now. 
(Ephesians 2:4 NKJV)  But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 
(Ephesians 2:5 NKJV)  even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 
(Ephesians 2:6 NKJV)  and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 



(Ephesians 2:7 NKJV)  that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in 
Christ Jesus. 
(Ephesians 2:8 NKJV)  For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 
(Ephesians 2:9 NKJV)  not of works, lest anyone should boast. 
(Ephesians 2:10 NKJV)  For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that 
we should walk in them. 

 
The Difference is the Blood 
The difference comes through the blood.  The only difference that God puts upon a man or woman, is 
through the blood.  That is all that the Lord looks at when He looks at man – is the blood applied or isn’t it.  
God knows the heart of man, and words mean nothing; He looks into the secret places of man’s heart, 
and he knows whether the blood has been applied or not.  The difference comes through the blood – has 
it been applied in your life? 
 
(Exodus 11:8 NKJV)  “And all these your servants shall come down to me and bow down to me, 
saying, ‘Get out, and all the people who follow you!’ After that I will go out.” Then he went out 
from Pharaoh in great anger. 
(Exodus 11:9 NKJV)  But the LORD said to Moses, “Pharaoh will not heed you, so that My 
wonders may be multiplied in the land of Egypt.” 
(Exodus 11:10 NKJV)  So Moses and Aaron did all these wonders before Pharaoh; and the LORD 
hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he did not let the children of Israel go out of his land. 
 
Don’t Harden any Longer 
I pray and beg for anyone that does not know Him today, that you will not harden your heart any longer, 
that you would turn to Him now while you still can, while you can still hear these words, and that are still 
upsetting you and moving in you.  That you will turn now before these words mean nothing to you, they 
don’t make you uncomfortable, and your heart is so hard nothing can penetrate it.  That you will turn now 
before chapter 12 comes in your life.   
 
Christian – Don’t Harden your Heart 
I pray for all you Christians today, that you will not harden your heart any longer about the things the Lord 
has repeatedly been speaking to you about, whatever that may be; is it a change in your behavior, 
something that has to go, a softening of your heart towards your spouse, a dying to self for the sake of 
your family, whatever it may be I pray Christian that you move out of Egypt and make that dedicate march 
to the Mount where you will clearly see the glory of God and all that He desires for you.   
 
Apply the Blood  
Christian that you will fully apply the blood to your life 
 



Exodus 12 

10th Plague / The Passover Lamb 

The New Month: 12:1-6 
 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
10 Plagues – 10 Egyptian gods 
These 10 plagues will all have meaning behind them, as the Lord will strike death-blows to the false gods 
of God (Numbers 33:4), and show all that He is the One True and Living God: 

1. Water turned to blood (Exod. 7:19–25): The fertility of the land of Egypt depended upon the 
overflow of the Nile River to bring in both fertilizer and water. Therefore this river was sacred to 
the god Osiris—whose all-seeing eye is found in many Egyptian paintings. Pagan rites were held 
every spring when the river brought life out of death. Also there was the god Hapi associated with 
the Nile.  When the water was turned to blood, it brought death instead of life. The wise men of 
Egypt also imitated this plague with their sorcery. 

2. The plague of frogs (Exod. 8:1–15): One of the most beautiful temples in Memphis was the 
temple to Heka, the ugly frog-headed goddess. It was an offense to kill the sacred frog.  The wise 
men also duplicated this plague. 

3. The plague of lice (Exod. 8:16–20): The Egyptians worshiped the earth-god Geb. But “the dust of 
the land became lice throughout all the land of Egypt.” Pharaoh did not ask that this plague be 
taken away, and the Egyptian sorcerers could not reproduce this pestilence. They seem to have 
acknowledged that the One who brought this plague was supreme over the gods of Egypt. 

4. The plague of flies (Exod. 8:20–32): It is thought by some that the swarms of flies were actually 
masses of the sacred beetle. And Khepara was the beetle-god. The beetle, or scarab, is found in 
the Egyptian tombs and speaks of eternal life. These beetles were sacred to Ra the sun-god. 

5. The plague of murrain (fever) – Death to the cattle) (Exod. 9:1–7): Murrain was a disease that 
affected cattle. The second largest temple that Egypt ever built was located in Memphis and was 
for the worship of the black bull Apis. 

6. The plague of boils (Exod. 9:8–17): The priests of all the religions of Egypt had to be spotless—
with no mark or blemish on their bodies—in order to serve in the temples. Well, they had a 
moratorium on worship in Egypt during this period because of the boils that were on all the 
priests. None of them could serve anywhere. It was actually a judgment on the entire religion of 
Egypt. 

7. The plague of hail (Exod. 9:18–35): God demonstrates His power with the plague of hail over the 
sky-goddess who is powerless in her own domain. 

8. The plague of locusts (Exod. 10:1–20): The judgment of the locusts was against the insect gods, 
one of the gods was called Serapis. The plague of locusts meant the crops were cursed. This 
was an evidence of the judgment of God as found in the books of Joel and Revelation also. 

9. The plague of darkness (Exod. 10:21–29): God moved in with darkness against the chief god that 
was worshiped—the sun-god Ra. The sun disc is the most familiar symbol found in Egyptian 
ruins. The plague of darkness shows the utter helplessness of Ra. 

 
(Numbers 33:1 NKJV)  These are the journeys of the children of Israel, who went out of the land of Egypt by their armies under the 
hand of Moses and Aaron. 
(Numbers 33:2 NKJV)  Now Moses wrote down the starting points of their journeys at the command of the LORD. And these are 
their journeys according to their starting points: 
(Numbers 33:3 NKJV)  They departed from Rameses in the first month, on the fifteenth day of the first month; on the day after the 
Passover the children of Israel went out with boldness in the sight of all the Egyptians. 
(Numbers 33:4 NKJV)  For the Egyptians were burying all their firstborn, whom the LORD had killed among them. Also on their 
gods the LORD had executed judgments. 

 



Very Powerful – Exciting Passage / Foreshadow of Jesus 
Exodus 12 is a most powerful and exciting passage of Scripture in all the Bible for it is the instituting of 
the Passover, that the angel of death would pass over every home that had the blood over the door.  This 
passage is the foreshadow of the Messiah, Jesus Christ who would be the Lamb of God who would take 
away the sins of the world.  This study however, we are first going to look at the Lord instituting a new 
calendar, and it is truly amazing as we track it all the way through the Bible from Genesis to Revelation. 
(John 1:29 NKJV)  The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin 
of the world! 

 
(Exodus 12:1 NKJV)  Now the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, 
(Exodus 12:2 NKJV)  “This month shall be your beginning of months; it shall be the first month of 
the year to you. 
(Exodus 12:3 NKJV)  “Speak to all the congregation of Israel, saying: ‘On the tenth day of this 
month every man shall take for himself a lamb, according to the house of his father, a lamb for a 
household. 
(Exodus 12:4 NKJV)  ‘And if the household is too small for the lamb, let him and his neighbor next 
to his house take it according to the number of the persons; according to each man’s need you 
shall make your count for the lamb. 
(Exodus 12:5 NKJV)  ‘Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year. You may take it 
from the sheep or from the goats. 
(Exodus 12:6 NKJV)  ‘Now you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of the same month. Then the 
whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it at twilight. 
 
(Exodus 12:1 NKJV)  Now the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, 
 
God speaks in Egypt / Prayers an Abomination  
The Lord speaks to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt.  Egypt, the world, the place that God speaks 
to man about their need for the Lamb.  This is hard for many to believe, and causes a lot of debate 
among people, but if you are in Egypt, living in the world and have not made a commitment to receive 
Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, you have not accepted the point that you need the Lamb – the 
Lamb of God who will take away your sins, then He hears you not.  There are those that believe they can 
still talk with God, ohh yes I pray to Him all the time they say, but have not accepted Him as Lord and 
Savior, let me share with you the Scriptures, He does not hear your prayers.  God cannot have relations 
with you, until your sin has been covered, blotted out, by the Lamb.  For if He did, then His Holiness 
would have consume your sin, for no sin can come into His presence, and you would be consumed along 
with your sin.  The Bible says that the prayers of the unrighteous are an abomination to the Lord.  The 
first prayer that God will hear from you, is the prayer that God will hear from you, is the prayer of 
repentance, confession of sin, and acceptance of Jesus as Savior. 
(Isaiah 59:1 NKJV)  Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, That it cannot save; Nor His ear heavy, That it cannot hear. 
(Isaiah 59:2 NKJV)  But your iniquities have separated you from your God; And your sins have hidden His face from you, So that He 
will not hear. 
 
(Proverbs 28:9 NKJV)  One who turns away his ear from hearing the law, Even his prayer is an abomination. 

 
(Exodus 12:2 NKJV)  “This month shall be your beginning of months; it shall be the first month of 
the year to you. 
 
Jewish Calendar 
They made their months according to the lunar calendar.  And so, the Passover is related to the third new 
moon after, or the third full moon after the winter equinox, and thus, differs from ours from year to year.  
That’s why the Jewish Passover isn’t always related to our Easter.  Sometimes, they come about the 
same time, but they are calculated on a different basis than we calculate Easter Sunday.   
 
So Important – New Calendar / 1445 Years Later – Divides Time / God set the Clock   
The Lord says this is so important, that you are to make a new calendar based off of it.  This event (the 
Passover) will be the beginning, first month of the new calendar.  1445 years later, the same thing will 
happen, when the Final Passover Lamb is birthed, all of mankind will live to a new calendar.  Jesus Christ 



divided time, BC – AD.  Whether man realizes it or not, every hour, every day, every month, every year 
they live, they live in light of Jesus Christ.  No matter how much they refuse to recognize and accept Him, 
each day they live on this earth is calculated from His birth.  God set the clock for all of mankind, so they 
know where they should be investing their time, from which point is the starting point for all man.  Man 
needs to be checking the clock; its been 2005 years, 11 days, 19 hours, and 30 minutes (1/11/06 730pm) 
since He left the throne and became the God-man so that He might show us the way, and that He still is 
the way – a person only need look at the calendar.  All of man is living on God’s Time. 
 
(Exodus 12:3 NKJV)  “Speak to all the congregation of Israel, saying: ‘On the tenth day of this 
month every man shall take for himself a lamb, according to the house of his father, a lamb for a 
household. 
 
Very Specific / Deviate brought Death / Can’t deviate Day or Sacrifice / No Debate 
The instructions for this sacrifice were very specific. Very detailed, and very direct and failure to follow 
them exactly of to deviate from them resulted in death.  Just as then, so too now, there is only one way 
for death to pass over man, and that way is God’s way, and that way is only through the Lamb.  These 
people could not choose a cow, a bull, a chicken, only the lamb/goat.  They couldn’t do it on the 13th, or 
the 15th, but the 14th only.  There would be no council of men to decide if this was acceptable, or if these 
really were the words of God, or is that really what God meant when He said it, there would be no debate 
what to call it – Passover or Feel good Feast.   
 
1 Way Only / Yes Narrow – Thankful there is a Way 
There was this 1 way only, exactly as God said to do it.  Some people say Christianity is too narrow, I say 
I am glad that there is “even a way”; that a Holy and Awesome God would allow a sinner like me to come 
before Him, blows me away.  Forget how narrow; rejoice that there is a way at all. 
 
(Exodus 12:4 NKJV)  ‘And if the household is too small for the lamb, let him and his neighbor next 
to his house take it according to the number of the persons; according to each man’s need you 
shall make your count for the lamb. 
(Exodus 12:5 NKJV)  ‘Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year. You may take it 
from the sheep or from the goats. 
 
Spotless – Picture of Jesus 
The lamb must have been spotless, without blemish, a type a picture that the Lamb of God who would 
take away the sins of the world and allow death o Passover all who where covered by His blood, He too 
would be spotless, without sin. 
(Luke 23:3 NKJV)  Then Pilate asked Him, saying, “Are You the King of the Jews?” He answered him and said, “It is as you say.” 
(Luke 23:4 NKJV)  So Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowd, “I find no fault in this Man.” 

 
(Exodus 12:6 NKJV)  ‘Now you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of the same month. Then the 
whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it at twilight. 
 
Jewish Calendar – Night to Night / Blue & Black Thread 
The lamb was slain at twilight on the 14th day of that month.  In the Jewish calendar the day begins at 
sundown (when you can not tell the difference between a blue thread and black thread).   So the lamb 
must have been slain between sundown to sundown. 
 
2 Specific Purposes – Protection & Prophecy / 10th Nissan – 14th Nissan / Jesus fulfills Passover 
This Passover was given for 2 very specific purposes (just to name a few), for Protection, and for 
Prophecy.  Protection, to provide the way for death to Passover all who would apply the blood to their 
homes.  And secondly, for prophecy for these dates (the 10th and the 14th) would be the exact dates that 
Jesus would ride into Jerusalem (10th of Nissan) and allow for the first time to be heralded publicly that He 
was the Messiah (the fulfillment of Genesis 3:15).  And then, the 14th of Nissan, He would be crucified 
there upon the cross.  Jesus would fulfill the Passover completely and perfectly.  
 
To Get there – Look at Daniel 9 



To get there, to know that Jesus rode into Jerusalem on the 10th of Nissan, and was crucified on the 14th 
of Nissan, we must go to Daniel chapter 9.  “Daniel’s prophecy of the seventy ‘sevens’ (weeks) (vv.24 -
27) provides the chronological frame for Messianic prediction from Daniel to the establishment of the 
kingdom on earth and also a key to its interpretation.” 
(Daniel 9:20 NKJV)  Now while I was speaking, praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my 
supplication before the LORD my God for the holy mountain of my God, 
(Daniel 9:21 NKJV)  yes, while I was speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, being 
caused to fly swiftly, reached me about the time of the evening offering. 
(Daniel 9:22 NKJV)  And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, “O Daniel, I have now come forth to give you skill to 
understand. 
(Daniel 9:23 NKJV)  “At the beginning of your supplications the command went out, and I have come to tell you, for you are greatly 
beloved; therefore consider the matter, and understand the vision: 
(Daniel 9:24 NKJV)  “Seventy weeks are determined For your people and for your holy city, To finish the transgression, To make an 
end of sins, To make reconciliation for iniquity, To bring in everlasting righteousness, To seal up vision and prophecy, And to anoint 
the Most Holy. 
(Daniel 9:25 NKJV)  “Know therefore and understand, That from the going forth of the command To restore and build Jerusalem 
Until Messiah the Prince, There shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; The street shall be built again, and the wall, Even in 
troublesome times. 
(Daniel 9:26 NKJV)  “And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself; And the people of the prince who is 
to come Shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end of it shall be with a flood, And till the end of the war desolations are 
determined. 
(Daniel 9:27 NKJV)  Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; But in the middle of the week He shall bring an end 
to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations shall be one who makes desolate, Even until the consummation, which is 
determined, Is poured out on the desolate.” 

 
Weeks – Shabua – Unit Measure / Daniel reading Jeremiah / 490 years 
The Hebrew word for “weeks” used here is shabua meaning “a unit of measure.” “So here, Seventy 
Weeks means seventy sevens. It could be seventy sevens of anything. It could be units of days or 
months or years. In the context of this verse it is plain that Daniel had been reading in Jeremiah about 
years, seventy years. Jeremiah had been preaching and writing that the captivity would be for seventy 
years)’.  So then seventy sevens would be 70 times 7, equaling 490 years.  But we have the blessings of 
all the Scriptures and all the history books that we know this is talking about years. 
 
24a / Holy City is Jerusalem  
Verse 24a – Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city:  We know that Daniel 
was a Jew, and we know the holy city is a reference to Jerusalem. So this prophecy deals with the nation 
Israel and God’s prophetic timetable. 

 
24b / All Verses deal with Jesus / To Finish the Transgression / It is Finished 
Verse 24b – To finish the transgression:  All the verses in verse 24 deal specifically with Jesus Christ. For 
as we will see only Jesus Christ could fulfill them. To finish the transgression: John 19:30 When Jesus 
therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the 
ghost. “As Jesus hung on the cross He took the wrath of God for our sins. After He completely paid the 
price for our transgression, He dismissed His Spirit.” 
(John 19:30 NKJV)  So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, “It is finished!” And bowing His head, He gave up His 
spirit. 

 
24c / Make end of Sin / Only Jesus Could and Did / Reconciled to God 
Verse 24c – And to make an end of sins... Jesus made an end of sin for all those who believe. God says 
in Hebrews 8:12 For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I 
remember no more. Jesus put an end to sin once and for all, no one else could have done this. The verse 
goes on to say, and to make reconciliation for iniquity: Reconciliation means to be made right. Isaiah 
59:1-2 Behold, the LORD’S hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it 
cannot hear: But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his 
face from you, that he will not hear. It is because of man’s sin that man is separated from God. And to be 
separated from God is to be not right with God, but God has provided a way for every man to be right with 
Him through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. 

 
 



24d / Everlasting Righteousness / End of 490 – Kingdom Established 
Verse 24d – and to bring in everlasting righteousness:  “Everlasting righteousness refers to the return of 
Christ at the end of the 490 years to establish the kingdom.”’ It is obvious that we do not have everlasting 
righteousness right now because evil is still in the world. But the day is coming when God’s grace is over, 
and God will put an end to all evil.  After the millennial kingdom, when God sends Satan and all 
unbelievers to the Lake of Fire, then will the everlasting Kingdom be established. 

 

24e / Seal up Prophecy / All will be Fulfilled – including this One 
Verse 24e – And to seal up the vision and prophecy:   “This means that all that is said here will be 
fulfilled, as well as all other prophecies in Scripture.”” We must remember that at the time Daniel wrote all 
this it was several hundred years before the prophecy was fulfilled. This prophecy indeed was fulfilled, 
which is encouraging to me for I know that all will be fulfilled. I am especially encouraged to know that 
means that Jesus will be coming back to establish His kingdom. 

24f / Jesus the Anointed One 
Verse 24f – and to anoint the most Holy. – This is a reference to Jesus Christ Himself because in verse 
26 there is a reference to the Messiah (called anointed) which is clearly Jesus Christ. 

Dan 9:25 / Decree to Rebuild Jerusalem  
The 70 “sevens” would begin Gabriel said, with the issuing of the decree to restore and to rebuild 
Jerusalem. 
(Daniel 9:25 NKJV)  “Know therefore and understand, That from the going forth of the command To restore and build Jerusalem 
Until Messiah the Prince, There shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; The street shall be built again, and the wall, Even in 
troublesome times. 

The Years Calculated / Babylonian Calendar – 360 days / Julian 365.25 = 476 yrs 
Here in verse 25 we see a total of 69 seven year periods (7 + 62 = 69) (69 x 7 = 483 years) (173,880 
days) before the Messiah would come.  The first 7 (49 yrs) is believed to the end of the prophets, the end 
of the OT which does line up with the 400 years between the OT and the NT.  The last 7-year period will 
be talked about in verse 27, which deals with the antichrist making a 7 year peace pact with the nation of 
Israel in what we call the Tribulation period (Rev 6-19).  Now these years are based on the Babylonian 
calendar, which is 360 days in a year. Using the Julian calendar, 365.25/yr, that equals 476 years (also 
note that 1BC to 1 AD is one year, not 2).   Note the Julian calendar was the calendar at the time of Jesus 
implemented in 45 BC by Julius Caesar – today we use the Gregorian calendar which is a modification of 
the Julian calendar). 
 
4 Decrees – Persian Rulers / Artaxerxes – March 14, 445BC 
This decree was the forth of four decrees made by Persian rulers in reference to the Jews: 

• The first was Cyrus’ decree in 538 B.C. (2 Chron 36:22—23, Ezra 1:1—4, 5:13).  

• The second was the decree of Darius 1 (522—486) in 520 B.C. (Ezra 6:1,6—12). This decree 
actually was a confirmation of the first decree.  

• The third was a decree of Artaxexeres Longimanus (465-424) in 458 B.C. (Ezra 7:11—26). The 
first two decrees pertain to the rebuilding of the temple in Jerusalem and the third relates to the 
finances for animal sacrifices at the temple. They say nothing about the rebuilding of the city 
itself.  Since an un-walled city was no threat to a military power, a religious temple could be 
rebuilt without jeopardizing the military authority of those granting permission to rebuild it.” 

• “The fourth decree was also by Artaxexeres Longimanus, issued on March 14, 445 B.C. (Neh 
2:1-8).  On that occasion Artaxerxes granted the Jews permission to rebuild Jerusalem’s city 
walls. This decree is the one referred to in Daniel 9:25.”   

 
Notes on 14 March 445BC 
We can derive the year 445 because history supports that he began his reign in 465BC, and Neh 2.1 
says in the 20th year – so 445BC (Nisan being March).   
(Nehemiah 2:1 NKJV)  And it came to pass in the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was before 
him, that I took the wine and gave it to the king. Now I had never been sad in his presence before. 

 
 



Here is an excerpt from the 1911 Encyclopedia Britannica: 
ARTAXERXES I., surnamed Macrocheir, Longimanus, Longad, because his right hand was longer than 
his left (Plut. ~ax.i.). He was the younger son of Xerxes, and was raised to throne in 465 by the vizier 
Artabanus 
 
Now, the March 14th is not actually recorded, in all cases in my research it just records March 445 BC.  
March 445 BC in the Julian calendar was the month Nissan in the Jewish.  So simply take the 1st day of 
the month of Nisan, do the mathematical calculation (Jewish calendar to Julian), and it comes out on the 
Julian calendar to March 14, 445 BC.  If I was to attack this prophecy, this is where I would attack; 
however the best you are going to be off is 14 days, and 14 days divided by 173,880 days is so minute, 
that in probability and statistics you would consider the variance – a non factor.  However prophecy must 
be exact, but I would hate to miss the Messiah by 14 days.  1% error would be 1,700 days, ½ % 850 
days, ¼ % is 425 days, a 1/10 of 1 percent is 17 days.  So that is quite a gamble to cast off this prophecy. 
 
History Tells Date / Countdown Begins – 483/476 
“So history tells us the order was given on 14 March 445 BC in our calendar we use today.  So the 
countdown began, and 483 Babylonian years / 476 years using our current calendar, from that day the 
Messiah would come.   
 
Golden Nugget / Tiberius Caesar – Luke 3 / 15 there for Us / Written by God 
Now here is a golden nugget in the Scriptures, which at first reading means little to us, but when we place 
it in the big picture, it becomes golden, The Baptism of Jesus.  The baptism of Jesus Christ happened in 
the 15 year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar.  The Lord intentionally placed the “15” there for our sake – 
this book is so amazing, if one would just study it, they could only come to one conclusion, written by 
God, all about God, the God who loves us so deeply that He would trade places with us.  I’ll become sin, 
so you can become a son. 
(Luke 3:1 NKJV)  Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea, Herod being 
tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and the region of Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 
 
(Luke 3:21 NKJV)  When all the people were baptized, it came to pass that Jesus also was baptized; and while He prayed, the 
heaven was opened. 

 
Romans Impeccable Account / 19 August 14AD 
Tiberius Caesar was a Roman Emperor and the Romans kept impeccable historical accounts of there 
empire.  We use their secular history writings to tell us that Tiberius began his reign 19 August 14AD.  So 
Jesus began His public ministry (baptism) between 19 August 28AD and 18 August 29AD, and we need 
this nugget to unlock this prophecy.  I believe it was sometime after April 29AD, because the timeline fits 
more properly when we see Scriptures relating to the Passovers that Jesus celebrated.  The fact that 
Jesus’ public ministry was 3 and half years, does line up with a 29 AD assumption.  Here would be a 
place of challenge for the skeptic, but if Jesus wasn’t the Messiah, then someone who was crucified a 
year earlier would have to be the Messiah, and………not a bone would be broken, born a virgin birth, 
born in Bethlehem, from the lineage of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and King David, betrayed for 30 pieces of 
silver, along with the other 300 prophecies the Jesus fulfilled. 
 
14th of Month – The Passovers 
The Jewish Passover was always celebrated on the 14th day of the first month, that month is called 
Nissian which falls in our March/April calendar. 
(Exodus 12:6 NKJV)  ‘Now you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of the same month. Then the whole assembly of the 
congregation of Israel shall kill it at twilight. 
 
(Leviticus 23:5 NKJV)  ‘On the fourteenth day of the first month at twilight is the Lord’s Passover. 

 
Jesus Celebrated 3 Passovers / Based on Baptism 29AD / First 30AD 
Jesus celebrated 3 Passovers: John 2:23, John 6:4, John 11:55.  Based on His baptism in 29AD (15th 
year of Tiberius Caesar), Jesus first Passover would have been in 30AD, second in 31AD, and His final 
Passover would have been 32AD. 
 
 



32AD – Jesus rides Donkey into Jerusalem 
In that year 32 AD Jesus went up to Jerusalem for the Passover, He rode into Jerusalem on a donkey on 
the first day of the week, that day was the 10th of Nisan, for our Julian calendar that comes out to April 6, 
32 AD. And on that very day Jesus rode into Jerusalem and was heralded the Messiah.”’ Thus also 
fulfilling: 
(Psalms 118:24 NKJV)  This is the day the LORD has made; We will rejoice and be glad in it. 
(Psalms 118:25 NKJV)  Save now, I pray, O LORD; O LORD, I pray, send now prosperity. 
(Psalms 118:26 NKJV)  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD! We have blessed you from the house of the LORD. 
 
 
Jesus never Received Public Worship / Luke 19:39-40 / Lamb brought into the Home 
“Prior to this day Jesus had never allowed public worship of Himself. Every time they tried to make Him 
King He would slip away from them, but the day He rode into Jerusalem on the donkey He actually 
promoted it.”  The Lamb is being brought into the home, on the 10th of Nissan, just as required. 
(Luke 19:39 NKJV)  And some of the Pharisees called to Him from the crowd, “Teacher, rebuke Your disciples.” 
(Luke 19:40 NKJV)  But He answered and said to them, “I tell you that if these should keep silent, the stones would immediately cry 
out.” 

  
Exactly 173,880 Days 
How many days was it from March 14, 445 BC, to April 6, 32AD – 173,880. 
 
476 years X 365 days…………………………. = 173,740 days 
14 March to 06 April (both inclusive)………….=          24 days 
Add for Leap Years……………………………..=        116 days 
                                                                            173, 880 days 
 
*Note on Leap years: if one were to divide 476 by 4 they would get 119 days.  That would throw this 
calculation of 3 days.  However, calculating leap years is much deeper than a divided by 4.  The following 
is an extract from Wikepedia Encyclopedia on the Julian calendar in respect to leap years – The Revised 
Julian calendar adds an extra day to February in years divisible by 4, except for years divisible by 100 
that do not leave a remainder of 200 or 600 when divided by 900.  In easier to understand, 3 days must 
be subtracted from 119 because centennial years are not leap years, though every 4000th year is a leap 
year.  So 116 is what the mathematicians have calculated would have been the number of leap years 
over this period. 
 
Messiah Cutoff  
“For seventy years Daniel had longed for the restoration of the city and temple of God. Now that it was 
about to take place his attention was directed to a more distant and loftier peak in the history of 
redemption. Even a new temple in a rebuilt city made by human hands could be destroyed; Daniel’s eyes 
were therefore to be fixed on a temple (John 2:19), on one that could not be destroyed (Rev 21:22-27) 
Daniel was receiving the prophecy of the coming Messiah. But verse 26 starts off with that He would be 
cut off. “Jesus was crucified that week and rejected by man. Jesus did not receive the kingdom at that 
time. 
(Daniel 9:26 NKJV)  “And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself; And the people of the prince who is 
to come Shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end of it shall be with a flood, And till the end of the war desolations are 
determined. 

 
Prince to Come – Destroys Temple 70AD 
The prophecy continues with a description of the judgment that would come on the generation that 
rejected the Messiah. “The prince to come refers to 70 AD when Titus and the Roman army destroyed the 
city of Jerusalem and the temple. Just as Jesus prophesied in Luke 19:43-44. 
 
Jews Dispersed – But Kept Nationality / May 14th 1948 
“The Jewish people were then dispersed throughout the world. But Israel is the only nation who kept a 
nationality without a homeland, for almost 2,000 years they had no place to call home. But May 14, 1948 
the Jews were gathered back together into their homeland.”  This is a miracle, and God has a reason for 
it; and that is for final prophetic events leading up to the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Revised_Julian_calendar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Revised_Julian_calendar


 
To the Day / As Sure Came First Time – Will Come Second Time 
It would be a mistake to read the Bible as dry history and miss all that God has for us. Reading this 
prophecy gives me a deep desire to share the gospel with the lost. As I study prophecy it becomes 
clearer and clearer that the return of Christ is soon.  To the day, to the day He came, and what does that 
mean to you?  As sure as the Prince of Peace came the first time, He will come again the second time. 
 
3 Days in Grave 
Now, to see this all the way through; Jesus had to spend three days in the grave: 
(Matthew 12:40 NKJV)  “For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three 
days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 

 
He Rose on the 17th 
So Jesus would have rose again on the 17th. 
 
Timeline – Jewish Calander 
10th (Nissan) – Sunday – First Day of Week 

• Jesus Rides into Jerusalem 
11th – Monday 
12th – Tuesday 
13th – Wednesday 
14th – Thursday – Passover Sacrifice – Jesus on the Cross 

• 14th/after sunset – Jesus eats with the disciples 

• 14th/ after sunset – Jesus in garden and arrested 

• 14th/before 9am – Jesus sentenced to crucifixion 

• 14th/9am to 3pm – Jesus hangs on the cross 

• 14th/3pm He dies. (Matt 27:45) 

• New day begins at sunset, Jesus put in the grave before sunset (around 6pm). 
15th – Friday – Unleavened Celebration 

• 15th/6pm to 6am = 1 night in grave (Feast of Unleavened all day) 
16th – Saturday – Sabbath 

• 16th/6pm to 6am = 2 nights in the grave (Sabbath Day) 
17th – Sunday – First Day of week – Resurrection – Feast of First Fruits 

• 17th/6pm to 6am = 3 nights in the grave  

• 17th/ early morning Mary sees Jesus at the Garden Tomb 

• The Feast of Firstfruits all day.   
 
Same Day Ark Rested – 17th of Month 
The same day the Ark rested, symbolizing in advance that Christ would be our rest, and our escape from 
judgment of God, our ark of salvation, our new beginning.  The 7th month, would become the first month 
right here after God says this month is now the first month. 
(Genesis 8:4 NKJV)  Then the ark rested in the seventh month, the seventeenth day of the month, on the mountains of Ararat. 

 
Protection & Prophecy 
What a wonderful, glorious study of His Word.  You can be sure of His Word, every last word of it will 
come to pass.  My, my how Awesome He is – Give Him glory for He is worthy of all Praise and Glory. 
 
 



The First Passover 
Exodus 12:1-51 

 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
Final Plague / Picture of Jesus / 1445 yrs later 
We have finally reached the point of the 10th and final plague, God’s judgment against Egypt, the 
Passover sacrifice.  A picture of the Lamb of God who would come 1445 years later, and be the final 
Lamb sacrificed so that death may pass over: 
(John 1:29 NKJV)  The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin 
of the world! 

 
Outline for the First Passover 

• Instruction for the Passover – 12:1-20 

• Participation in the Passover – 12:21-28 

• Redemption through the Passover – 12:29-36 

• Freedom because of the Passover – 12:37-51 
 

Instruction for the Passover – 12:1-20 
(Exodus 12:1 NKJV)  Now the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, 
(Exodus 12:2 NKJV)  “This month shall be your beginning of months; it shall be the first month of 
the year to you. 
 
New Year 
God is changing the calendar, making this event the New Year.  God saying I am going to do something 
so spectacular and wonderful, that each year will start your year off by remembering your deliverance out 
of the land of bondage. 
 
When we Born-Again / BC 
How about us, isn’t it a New Year for us?  How we look at our life, as before we were saved, and now that 
we are saved, born-again. 
 
Anti-christ Change Calendar 
I think it important to note, in this day that we live where they are trying to remove the name of Christ from 
Christmas, Army Chaplain can’t pray in His name, that all these are predecessors leading up to the Anti-
christ, for he will seek to change the calendar himself, wipe out the reference of Jesus Christ.  I believe he 
is going to try to institute a brand new calendar, one that has no reference to Jesus.  In the book of Daniel 
it speaks of him wanting to change the times, I believe he will try maybe even succeed in changing the 
calendar.  What we see today is just the spirit of the anti-christ already at work, preparing the way: 
(Daniel 7:25 NKJV)  He shall speak pompous words against the Most High, Shall persecute the saints of the Most High, And shall 
intend to change times and law. Then the saints shall be given into his hand For a time and times and half a time. 

 
(Exodus 12:3 NKJV)  “Speak to all the congregation of Israel, saying: ‘On the tenth day of this 
month every man shall take for himself a lamb, according to the house of his father, a lamb for a 
household. 
(Exodus 12:4 NKJV)  ‘And if the household is too small for the lamb, let him and his neighbor next 
to his house take it according to the number of the persons; according to each man’s need you 
shall make your count for the lamb. 
(Exodus 12:5 NKJV)  ‘Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year. You may take it 
from the sheep or from the goats. 



(Exodus 12:6 NKJV)  ‘Now you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of the same month. Then the 
whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it at twilight. 
 
Notice Progression / A – The – Your Lamb 
Notice the progression; verse 3 it’s “a lamb”, verse 4, “the lamb”, and then verse 5, “your lamb”.  The lamb 
is personal, it’s your lamb.  Based on that there were 600,000 men who would leave Egypt, we probably 
had then 500,000 lambs that would be slain on this day, yet all through the chapter when the word lamb is 
used, it is in singular form – lamb.  It’s your lamb, its personal.  They weren’t to go to some meeting point 
and pick up a pint of blood and take it home and apply it to the door, it was so personal that they were to 
get a lamb, and take it home and let it live amongst them for 4 days.  When I meet someone who said yea 
I made a decision for Christ years ago, I’m saved, I not into going to church or anything like that, but I did 
pray that prayer……..doesn’t sound very personal to me, I’d myself why isn’t it. 
 
Perfect Lamb / Pilate – Judas – Thief 
Jesus the perfect spotless Lamb; He was inspected by Pilate who said I find no fault in this man.  Judas 
would say I have betrayed innocent blood.  The thief on the cross would say we’re criminals, we deserve 
to be here, but this man is innocent.  Jesus was and is the perfect spotless Lamb. 
 
Brought into the Home / the Pet 
The lamb was brought into the home, and for 4 days it was part of the family.  It would sleep in the home, 
it would walk among the kids, it would eat table scraps from the table, it would be like a pet, a cute cuddly 
pet.  Imagine after 4 days of becoming attached to the lamb, and then you would have to take a knife and 
slit its throat.  Imagine the children in the home saying why do you have to kill it, why can’t we keep it.  
The father would have to explain it is the only way for death to Passover.  It is the only way, and sin is 
personal, sin is emotional.  Sin kills.    
 
(Exodus 12:7 NKJV)  ‘And they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and 
on the lintel of the houses where they eat it. 
 
The Doorpost and the Caph / The Door  
It’s interesting; sprinkle the blood on the lentils and the doorpost.  It would mean the blood was sprinkled 
in the shape of a cross on the doors of the houses.  And God said when I see that, I will Passover the 
house.  They were told to slaughter the lamb at the threshold of the door.  The remarkable thing here is 
that for the Egyptian homes, they had a trench in front of the door called the “caph”. Pronounced “saf”; in 
its original sense meaning: containing; a vestibule (as a limit); also a dish (for holding blood or wine):--
basin, bowl, cup, door (post), gate, post, threshold.  As the Nile river would rise and flood the ground, the 
waters would flow into the caph and away from the houses.  So the Jewish people were told to slay the 
lamb in caph in the front of the door.  Then take the blood that was puddle there and spread it over 
doorposts and crossbars.  The blood would make the sign of two crosses, with a lamb slain in the middle.  
It was a picture of Calvary.  And no wonder that Jesus said I am the door: 
(John 10:9 NKJV)  “I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture. 

 
By Faith they Applied the Blood 
By faith they kept the Passover.  The Hebrews never participated in any of the other 9 plagues, but this 
final plague, they participated, and it was by faith they would have to believe the word that if they applied 
the blood over the door, that death would Passover.  They had no assurance, they never had to do this 
before, but by faith they applied the blood: 
(Hebrews 11:28 NKJV)  By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, lest he who destroyed the firstborn should touch 
them. 

 
Nothing about their Character 
I might add, it was nothing to do with anything about them.  There was no consideration what type of Jew 
they had been, what their moral character was, nothing about their past, it was all about whether they had 
the faith to apply the blood. 
 



(Exodus 12:8 NKJV)  ‘Then they shall eat the flesh on that night; roasted in fire, with unleavened 
bread and with bitter herbs they shall eat it. 
 
Bitter Herbs / Make Part of Devotional 
Reminds them of the bitter bondage of slavery.  Make it part of your devotional on a regular basis to 
remember just where God pulled you from, where you were heading, and the bondage sin was in your 
life.  Remember the bitterness of that life, and it will make whatever you may be going through now, to 
pale in comparison to that bitterness.  It will sweeten your day. 
 
Picture Perfect 
All of this, everything we read here in chapter 12 is a perfect picture of Jesus. 
 
(Exodus 12:9 NKJV)  ‘Do not eat it raw, nor boiled at all with water, but roasted in fire; its head 
with its legs and its entrails. 
 
Full Wrath 
The whole lamb was to be roasted in the fire, again picture perfect, for Jesus took the full fire, the full 
wrath of God’s fury for sin, He allowed nothing to water it down.  In fact when they offered Him wine there 
upon the cross to numb the pain, He refused to water down the pain.  He took it all for us, every last drop! 
(Hebrews 12:2 NKJV)  looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
 
(Matthew 27:34 NKJV)  they gave Him sour wine mingled with gall to drink. But when He had tasted it, He would not drink. 

 
(Exodus 12:10 NKJV)  ‘You shall let none of it remain until morning, and what remains of it until 
morning you shall burn with fire. 
 
No Left Over / No need for it Tomorrow  
There were to be no leftovers.  Jesus said from the cross, it is finished, totally complete.  There is no 
tomorrow to worry about.  You won’t need any tomorrow for the angel of death will have already passed, 
and the one lamb would have covered it.  Same too for us, there is nothing we have to worry about today 
and tomorrow, for the Lamb of God has covered it all, all my sin, past – present – and future.   
 
(Exodus 12:11 NKJV)  ‘And thus you shall eat it: with a belt on your waist, your sandals on your 
feet, and your staff in your hand. So you shall eat it in haste. It is the Lord’s Passover. 
 
Be Ready for New Life 
Eat it with your sandals on and your staff in hand, in other words, be ready to move out.  Be ready for a 
new life.  The Lord would say to us that the old things have passed away, behold I make all things new: 
(2 Corinthians 5:17 NKJV)  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things 
have become new. 

 
When Deliverance Comes / Staff in Hand – Journey of Faith / the Great Adventure 
When deliverance comes to you Christian, get moving, don’t linger in Egypt, the world any longer, start 
putting distance between you and the world.  They have no idea where they are going really, and how 
they will get there, all they know is they are leaving Egypt.  Their journey will be a journey of faith, and 
that makes life a Great Adventure. 
 
(Exodus 12:12 NKJV)  ‘For I will pass through the land of Egypt on that night, and will strike all the 
firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute 
judgment: I am the LORD. 
(Exodus 12:13 NKJV)  ‘Now the blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you are. And 
when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall not be on you to destroy you when 
I strike the land of Egypt. 
 
The Lord sees us Covered / Rom 6:23 



When the Lord sees the blood of the Lamb applied to us, he no longer sees the wages of sin, but the gift 
of God: 
(Romans 6:23 NKJV)  For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
Death Passes – Adoption Sealed / Hidden 
Not only does death pass over, but adoption into the family as sons and daughters is sealed, hidden in 
Christ: 
(John 1:12 NKJV)  But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His 
name: 
 
(Colossians 3:3 NKJV)  For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 

 
Angel of Death / Pesch – Spread Wings 
I love the root of this word Passover, it is “Pesch” and it doesn’t just mean to pass over, but the root 
means, “spreading of the wings”.  The beautiful picture is that of the Lord spreading His wings of 
protection over the home, so the angel of death would move on.  We see this beautiful picture throughout 
the Scriptures.  Jesus would say of Jerusalem how I would have loved to gather you to myself, and a hen 
gathers her chicks under her wings.  We will see another picture of the spreading of the wings when the 
Ark of the Covenant is made, and the 2 Cherubim will spread their wings over the mercy seat, where the 
blood will be sprinkled on the Day of Atonement for the covering of man’s sin for one more year. 
(Matthew 23:37 NKJV)  “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I 
wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing! 
 
(Exodus 25:20 NKJV)  “And the cherubim shall stretch out their wings above, covering the mercy seat with their wings, and they 
shall face one another; the faces of the cherubim shall be toward the mercy seat. 
 
(Ruth 2:12 NKJV)  “The LORD repay your work, and a full reward be given you by the LORD God of Israel, under whose wings you 
have come for refuge.” 
 
(Psalms 17:8 NKJV)  Keep me as the apple of Your eye; Hide me under the shadow of Your wings, 
 
(Psalms 36:7 NKJV)  How precious is Your lovingkindness, O God! Therefore the children of men put their trust under the shadow of 
Your wings. 
 
(Psalms 57:1 NKJV)  Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful to me! For my soul trusts in You; And in the shadow of Your wings I will  
make my refuge, Until these calamities have passed by. 
 
(Psalms 61:4 NKJV)  I will abide in Your tabernacle forever; I will trust in the shelter of Your wings. Selah 

 
(Exodus 12:14 NKJV)  ‘So this day shall be to you a memorial; and you shall keep it as a feast to 
the LORD throughout your generations. You shall keep it as a feast by an everlasting ordinance. 
(Exodus 12:15 NKJV)  ‘Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread. On the first day you shall 
remove leaven from your houses. For whoever eats leavened bread from the first day until the 
seventh day, that person shall be cut off from Israel. 
(Exodus 12:16 NKJV)  ‘On the first day there shall be a holy convocation, and on the seventh day 
there shall be a holy convocation for you. No manner of work shall be done on them; but that 
which everyone must eat; that only may be prepared by you. 
(Exodus 12:17 NKJV)  ‘So you shall observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread, for on this same day I 
will have brought your armies out of the land of Egypt. Therefore you shall observe this day 
throughout your generations as an everlasting ordinance. 
(Exodus 12:18 NKJV)  ‘In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month at evening, you shall 
eat unleavened bread, until the twenty-first day of the month at evening. 
(Exodus 12:19 NKJV)  ‘For seven days no leaven shall be found in your houses, since whoever 
eats what is leavened, that same person shall be cut off from the congregation of Israel, whether 
he is a stranger or a native of the land. 
(Exodus 12:20 NKJV)  ‘You shall eat nothing leavened; in all your dwellings you shall eat 
unleavened bread.’” 
 
Matzah Wafer 



We are all so familiar with this unleavened bead, it is our communion wafer.  It has a very distinctive look 
to it, and no doubt as designed by the Lord.  After the baking it has little heat marks, looking like bruises.  
They pierce the matzah with little holes o the flames can pass through.  So this unleavened bread was to 
be eaten for 7 days over the Passover.   
 
Leaven – Sin / Air Bubble Rise Bread – Permeates whole Loaf 
Leaven in the Scriptures is picture of sin.  They weren’t to have any leaven.  Leaven is a process by 
which the bread rises through putrefaction; as it rots (decays), the air comes in.  The air bubbles as it rots 
(decays), and it causes it to rise; not to have any rottenness/decay in it.  Leaven became an interesting 
type of sin, because you put just a little bit of starter in a batch of dough, and it permeates through the 
whole batch.  A little leaven leavens the whole lump.  The Hebrew word for leaven is “hametz”, and it 
literally means “sour”. 
 
Sin Tolerated / Cut-off from Israel 
A little sin tolerated in your life, it begins to permeate until it fills your whole life.  And so, it was to be 
unleavened bread during this time.  We may say, its just a little sin, I’m just going to take a little peek, just 
a little indulgence, I only get drunk a couple times a year.  There was to be no leaven.  We are told in the 
Scriptures that everyone who calls on the name of Christ, is to depart from sin.  In verse 15 we see the 
Lord is so serious about this picture of sin, that anyone who partakes in leaven, was to be cut-off from the 
nation.  I think, too many Christians abuse the grace of God, and use it as a license for sin.  I think that is 
dangerous ground to be on, for the Bible says that we know that we know Him, because we keep His 
commandments:  
(2 Timothy 2:19 NKJV)  Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stands, having this seal: “The Lord knows those who are His,” 
and, “Let everyone who names the name of Christ depart from iniquity.” 
 
(1 Corinthians 5:6 NKJV)  Your glorying is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? 
(1 Corinthians 5:7 NKJV)  Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, since you truly are unleavened. For 
indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us. 
(1 Corinthians 5:8 NKJV)  Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but 
with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 
 
(Romans 6:1 NKJV)  What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? 
(Romans 6:2 NKJV)  Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it? 

 
Keep the Passover / Jesus the Passover / Clean Leaven out of Home 
We are to keep the Passover (Jesus do this in remembrance of Me), for Jesus is the Passover, and part 
of the Passover is to clear the leaven out of our homes, these temples: 
 
Feast of Unleavened Bread 
So here another feast that goes along with Passover, the Feast of Unleavened Bread; this feast is still 
celebrated today.  The application in terms of the Final Lamb, is that Jesus was spotless, without sin, and 
it was proven when He went to the grave.  Had His body had any sin, then the sacrifice would have been 
rejected by god the Father, and Jesus would have been left to rot in the grave.  In Psalm 16, King David 
said prophetically speaking of the Messiah, that God would not leave His soul in hell to rot/decay: 
(Psalms 16:8 NKJV)  I have set the LORD always before me; Because He is at my right hand I shall not be moved. 
(Psalms 16:9 NKJV)  Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoices; My flesh also will rest in hope. 
(Psalms 16:10 NKJV)  For You will not leave my soul in Sheol, Nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption.  
(Psalms 16:11 NKJV)  You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; At Your right hand are pleasures 
forevermore. 

 
Jesus’ Burial 
I point out to you something interesting, although Jesus was crucified with thieves, He did not get buried 
with them.  Thieves did not receive burials, they were simply taken outside the city, to the garbage dump, 
and dumped, but Jesus would be buried in the tomb of a rich man, Joseph of Arimathea.  How beautifully 
this aligns with the prophecy of Isaiah: 
(Matthew 27:57 NKJV)  Now when evening had come, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who himself had also 
become a disciple of Jesus. 
  
(Isaiah 53:10 NKJV)  Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief. When You make His soul an offering for sin, 
He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days, And the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in His hand. 



(Isaiah 53:11 NKJV)  He shall see the labor of His soul, and be satisfied. By His knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify many, 
For He shall bear their iniquities. 
(Isaiah 53:12 NKJV)  Therefore I will divide Him a portion with the great, And He shall divide the spoil with the strong, Because He 
poured out His soul unto death, And He was numbered with the transgressors, And He bore the sin of many, And made intercession 
for the transgressors. 

 
Feast of First Fruits 
God did not reject the sacrifice; Jesus did resurrect on the 3rd day, and then ascended into heaven to the 
right hand of God.  Thus we will read in Leviticus 23 about the 3rd Feast that goers along with Passover 
and the Feast of Unleavened Bread, and that is the Feast of Firstfruits (Levt 23:9-14).  The Feast of 
Firstfruits was to be celebrated 3 days after Passover, and it was the celebration of the first crops of that 
spring, that were planted in the previous fall.  Jesus is the first to rise from the dead, and to never die 
again, just as our souls will not see corruption, but put on incorruption: 
(1 Corinthians 15:42 NKJV)  So also is the resurrection of the dead. The body is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruption. 

 
Ceremonial Cleansing of Leaven / Picture for Us 
As the Jewish people celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread each year, they take great pain and detail 
in cleaning the house of leaven – bread crumbs.  Some will spend 2 weeks cleaning the house, even 
painting the walls to make it leaven free.  And the night before the Feast starts, the mother will take some 
bread crumbs, go through the house and sprinkle leaven in some nooks and cranny (all under the 
observation of the father).  Then the father will call on the whole family, the kids included, and armed with 
a wooden spoon, a feather, and a candle, he goes looking for the leaven.  He sweeps it unto the spoon 
under the illumination of the candle, and then after all is gathered, he pours it into a napkin, ties it with a 
thread, and walks it outside to the fire and burns it, and then he declares the house leaven free, and they 
start the celebration.  May this be a picture for us, with the candle of God’s Word, may we search every 
nook and cranny of our heart, sweep all the sin out of our lives, take it to the fire, and declare this house 
is leaven free, let the celebration begin. 
 

Participation in the Passover – 12:21-28 
To be covered by the Passover lamb, you had to be a personal participant in the Passover.  The 
Passover is a picture still today, you must participate in the Passover, you can’t just say I believe that, but 
must personally be involved, you must live it. 
 
(Exodus 12:21 NKJV)  Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Pick out 
and take lambs for yourselves according to your families, and kill the Passover lamb. 
 
Kill the Passover 
Beloved, let that sink in, you killed the Passover.  It was my sin, it was my guilt, it was my shame that 
nailed Him to the cross: 
 
(Exodus 12:22 NKJV)  “And you shall take a bunch of hyssop, dip it in the blood that is in the 
basin, and strike the lintel and the two doorposts with the blood that is in the basin. And none of 
you shall go out of the door of his house until morning. 
(Exodus 12:23 NKJV)  “For the LORD will pass through to strike the Egyptians; and when He sees 
the blood on the lintel and on the two doorposts, the LORD will pass over the door and not allow 
the destroyer to come into your houses to strike you. 
(Exodus 12:24 NKJV)  “And you shall observe this thing as an ordinance for you and your sons 
forever. 
(Exodus 12:25 NKJV)  “It will come to pass when you come to the land which the LORD will give 
you, just as He promised, that you shall keep this service. 
(Exodus 12:26 NKJV)  “And it shall be, when your children say to you, ‘What do you mean by this 
service?’ 
(Exodus 12:27 NKJV)  “that you shall say, ‘It is the Passover sacrifice of the LORD, who passed 
over the houses of the children of Israel in Egypt when He struck the Egyptians and delivered our 
households.’ “ So the people bowed their heads and worshiped. 
 
Children not just Hear – but Observe 



It is not just for our children to hear these things, but to see them observed.  When we speak them but 
don’t live them, we don’t just send a confusing message, but truly they are smart enough to see the 
difference, in what we say, and what we live. 
 
Live in such a Way / More caught than Taught 
Live in such a way that they see us observing and demonstrating why the blood makes a difference in our 
lives.  More is caught than is taught.  How important to pass this on to the next generation.   
 
Not Satisfied with Just Saved 
Let me tell you, I am not going to just be satisfied just because my child is saved.  I want to see my child 
saved, serving, and living it.  I want to see the King be the center of their lives, in all that they do, whether 
they serve in the ministry or work in the secular field.  I want them to live a life, that people see, this Jesus 
is the why they are the way they are, that is the difference in their lives. 
 
(Exodus 12:28 NKJV)  Then the children of Israel went away and did so; just as the LORD had 
commanded Moses and Aaron, so they did. 
 
There is no Other Way 
They did just as the Lord had commanded, for their was no other way.  Jesus would say: 
(John 14:6 NKJV)  Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. 

 

Redemption through the Passover – 12:29-36 
(Exodus 12:29 NKJV)  And it came to pass at midnight that the LORD struck all the firstborn in the 
land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his throne to the firstborn of the captive 
who was in the dungeon, and all the firstborn of livestock. 
(Exodus 12:30 NKJV)  So Pharaoh rose in the night, he, all his servants, and all the Egyptians; and 
there was a great cry in Egypt, for there was not a house where there was not one dead. 
 
Imagine the Cry 
Cecil B Demills, did a wonderful job in the movie.  You could feel the fear and the anxiety of the night as 
you would hear the screams moving through Egypt, softer at first, but then louder and louder as they 
would approach the homes of the Hebrews, but then silence as the angel of death would move over the 
land of Goshen where the Hebrews dwelled. 
 
(Exodus 12:31 NKJV)  Then he called for Moses and Aaron by night, and said, “Rise, go out from 
among my people, both you and the children of Israel. And go, serve the LORD as you have said. 
(Exodus 12:32 NKJV)  “Also take your flocks and your herds, as you have said, and be gone; and 
bless me also.” 
 
Bless Me Also / Short Lived 
Pharaoh is humbled after this final plague, He says bless me also, I need it, but unfortunately his 
humbleness is short lived as we will see him come looking for revenge. 
 
(Exodus 12:33 NKJV)  And the Egyptians urged the people, that they might send them out of the 
land in haste. For they said, “We shall all be dead.” 
 
We are not the Problem 
So many people like to say that we Christians are the problem, that we are the source of all the ills in the 
world.  It will be even much worse in the last days, especially during the Tribulation.  But, the problem for 
the Egyptian people were not the Jews, but their hard-hearts, their stiff necks, their unwillingness to bow 
their knee to the Only True God.  They refused to turn from their idols, unto the true God, and He had 
given them many opportunities to repent and turn, and He demonstrated His power to them in many ways 
through the plagues, it didn’t have to come down to death, they brought it upon themselves.  So too it is 
today. 
 



(Exodus 12:34 NKJV)  So the people took their dough before it was leavened, having their 
kneading bowls bound up in their clothes on their shoulders. 
(Exodus 12:35 NKJV)  Now the children of Israel had done according to the word of Moses, and 
they had asked from the Egyptians articles of silver, articles of gold, and clothing. 
(Exodus 12:36 NKJV)  And the LORD had given the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians, so 
that they granted them what they requested. Thus they plundered the Egyptians. 
 
Back Wages 
As we have said before, this is just back wages for 400 years of slavery. 
 

Freedom because of the Passover – 12:37-51 
(Exodus 12:37 NKJV)  Then the children of Israel journeyed from Rameses to Succoth, about six 
hundred thousand men on foot, besides children. 
 
600K / 2-3 Million 
If there were 600,000 men, not counting woman and children, it would be easy to get to 2-3 million total if 
you considered woman and children. 
 
(Exodus 12:38 NKJV)  A mixed multitude went up with them also, and flocks and herds; a great 
deal of livestock. 
 
Mixed Multitude 
Look here, Egyptians and other non-Jews are leaving with them.  Many Egyptians see and believe in the 
God of the Jews, they see that their 1 God was mightier than all 3,000 of theirs put together. 
 
(Exodus 12:39 NKJV)  And they baked unleavened cakes of the dough which they had brought out 
of Egypt; for it was not leavened, because they were driven out of Egypt and could not wait, nor 
had they prepared provisions for themselves. 
(Exodus 12:40 NKJV)  Now the sojourn of the children of Israel who lived in Egypt was four 
hundred and thirty years. 
(Exodus 12:41 NKJV)  And it came to pass at the end of the four hundred and thirty years; on that 
very same day; it came to pass that all the armies of the LORD went out from the land of Egypt. 
 
70 Came – 3 Million Left 
70 came into the land as we saw in Genesis, and now 3 million will leave.  They will leave as an army.  
Egypt was God’s incubator, to birth a nation.  There is no way they would have survived on their own; had 
they remained out on their own, once surrounding nations would have seen them grow, they would have 
said we must conquer them before they become a threat.  So here God takes 400 years and grows them 
into a nation, and now they are ready to take the Promised Land, and no Army will be able to stand 
against them.  If you ever wonder why God has you where He does, think back to this story, maybe He is 
making you into an Army of 1, one that will go to war and have victories in His Name. 
 
Not 1 Feeble 
It is an amazing thing, that when they left Egypt, that not 1 person was feeble, too weak to make the 
journey.  We are told this in Psalm 105: 
(Psalms 105:36 NKJV)  He also destroyed all the firstborn in their land, The first of all their strength. 
(Psalms 105:37 NKJV)  He also brought them out with silver and gold, And there was none feeble among His tribes. 

 
Communion 
We see again the Scripture that in the days of King Hezekiah, after the Passover Celebration was 
reinstituted and observed, that not one person was ill.  The Passover is a picture of our communion.  The 
Apostle Paul said that there are some unnecessarily sick among you, for you fail to partake in 
communion.  You know there is just something wonderful and spiritual that happens when we come to the 
Lords table, and break the bread, and drink the cup.  I am not saying it is a cure all, for Paul himself took 
communion but he was buffeted in the flesh by Satan (2 Cor 12:7-9).  But you know, the Lord says come 
to the table, are you sick, maybe tired, discouraged, depressed, come, come and eat, let Me refresh you.  



Take communion at home, come here to the church, call a friend over for communion, and be refreshed 
by the Lord.  We always invite people over for dinner or coffee, hey it is ok to invite them over for 
communion too: 
(2 Chronicles 30:2 NKJV)  For the king and his leaders and all the assembly in Jerusalem had agreed to keep the Passover in the 
second month. 
(2 Chronicles 30:20 NKJV)  And the LORD listened to Hezekiah and healed the people. 
 
(1 Corinthians 11:28 NKJV)  But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 
(1 Corinthians 11:29 NKJV)  For he who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment to himself, not discerning 
the Lord’s body. 
(1 Corinthians 11:30 NKJV)  For this reason many are weak and sick among you, and many sleep. 
 
(2 Corinthians 12:7 NKJV)  And lest I should be exalted above measure by the abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the flesh 
was given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I be exalted above measure. 
(2 Corinthians 12:8 NKJV)  Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart from me. 
(2 Corinthians 12:9 NKJV)  And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.” 
Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 

 
(Exodus 12:42 NKJV)  It is a night of solemn observance to the LORD for bringing them out of the 
land of Egypt. This is that night of the LORD, a solemn observance for all the children of Israel 
throughout their generations. 
(Exodus 12:43 NKJV)  And the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “This is the ordinance of the 
Passover: No foreigner shall eat it. 
(Exodus 12:44 NKJV)  “But every man’s servant who is bought for money, when you have 
circumcised him, then he may eat it. 
(Exodus 12:45 NKJV)  “A sojourner and a hired servant shall not eat it. 
(Exodus 12:46 NKJV)  “In one house it shall be eaten; you shall not carry any of the flesh outside 
the house, nor shall you break one of its bones. 
 
No Bone Broken 
Now, also later on in the Psalms, in a prophecy concerning the death of Jesus Christ, it said, “Not a bone 
of Him shall be broken;”  and you remember, when the bodies were hanging there on the crosses, and 
they were saying, “Hey, the Sabbath day is about to begin.  Break their legs so that they won’t be, they’ll 
die quicker (people die of asphyxiation because need legs to push up and get a breath of air, for the 
weight of the body on the lungs left them gasping for air) ; they won’t be hanging here on the Sabbath 
day.”  And so the Roman soldiers broke the legs of the other two prisoners who were crucified at the time 
of Jesus, but when they came to Jesus, they saw that He was already dead, so they didn’t break H is legs, 
in order that the Scripture might be fulfilled, “Not a bone of Him shall be broken.”  So that came back to 
the Passover.  As the Passover Lamb, He couldn’t have a broken bone.  So the soldier instead just took 
his spear and plunged it into Jesus’ heart.  When he pulled the spear back, there came out water and 
blood; but there were no bones broken.  He was just making sure that Jesus was dead. 
 
Jesus Released Spirit / Not allow Prophecy Violated 
There was no need to break Jesus legs, because He was dead.  The roman soldier pierced His side 
because he couldn’t believe He had died already.  Jesus decided when He was going to release His 
Spirit, for He said no man takes my life, but I freely give it.  Jesus would not allow them to break His 
bones for it would have violated the prophecy of no broken bones: 
(John 10:17 NKJV)  “Therefore My Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I may take it again. 
(John 10:18 NKJV)  “No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it 
again. This command I have received from My Father.” 

 
(Exodus 12:47 NKJV)  “All the congregation of Israel shall keep it. 
(Exodus 12:48 NKJV)  “And when a stranger dwells with you and wants to keep the Passover to 
the LORD, let all his males be circumcised, and then let him come near and keep it; and he shall 
be as a native of the land. For no uncircumcised person shall eat it. 
(Exodus 12:49 NKJV)  “One law shall be for the native-born and for the stranger who dwells 
among you.” 
 
Circumcision 



Circumcision is the symbolic picture of cutting-off of the flesh, to no longer live for the flesh, but after the 
Spirit.  Circumcision is repentance, a turning from the flesh to the Spirit, and the Lord says that without 
repentance, there can be no partaking of the Passover.  And that is the truth of the gospel, without a 
willingness to repent of our sin, to turn away from the works of the flesh, then there is no partaking of the 
final Passover, Jesus Christ.  It is “your Lamb”, and it is personal.  There is no salvation without 
repentance. 
(Luke 3:3 NKJV)  And he went into all the region around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the remission of sins, 
 
(Acts 3:19 NKJV)  “Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from 
the presence of the Lord, 
(Acts 3:20 NKJV)  “and that He may send Jesus Christ, who was preached to you before, 

 
(Exodus 12:50 NKJV)  Thus all the children of Israel did; as the LORD commanded Moses and 
Aaron, so they did. 
(Exodus 12:51 NKJV)  And it came to pass, on that very same day, that the LORD brought the 
children of Israel out of the land of Egypt according to their armies. 
 
Not Just Lead Out – But Into 
We will see in chapters 13 and on, that the children of Israel are not just being lead out of something, but 
that they are being brought into something.  They will have a new and deeper relationship with the Lord, 
and that is always what the Passover Lamb will do in every person’s life. 
 



Exodus 13 
Leaving Egypt – With a Strong Hand of the Lord 

Exodus 13:1-20 
 
 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
Recap 
To recap, God delivered the 10th and final plague, the death of the first born to all who would not apply the 
blood over the home.  The Egyptians said get out, and heaped silver and gold upon the Hebrews.  So 
now after 400 years of slavery, the children of Israel are leaving Egypt. 
 
(Exodus 13:1 NKJV)  Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 
(Exodus 13:2 NKJV)  “Consecrate to Me all the firstborn, whatever opens the womb among the 
children of Israel, both of man and beast; it is Mine.” 
 
Consecration, which means to set apart.  God says the firstborn are dedicated to me. 
 
(Exodus 13:3 NKJV)  And Moses said to the people: “Remember this day in which you went out of 
Egypt, out of the house of bondage; for by strength of hand the LORD brought you out of this 
place. No leavened bread shall be eaten. 
 
Remember this Day / Leaven picture of Sin / Strength of Hand /  
The Lord spoke to Moses to tell the people, “Remember this day you left Egypt, out of bondage, by the 
strength of the hand of the Lord, and let there be no leaven”.  Remember leaven is a picture of sin, so 
there was to be no sin amongst them.  Notice that phrase, “by strength of hand” for we will see it several 
more times in this chapter.   
 
Hand Spared Death / Why for some Reason we Forget Same Power to Deliver 
It was by the strength of the hand of the Lord that you were delivered from Egypt, from your bondage, 
from death by applying the blood of the Lamb.   Why is it, for some reason, that something happens to us, 
we forget, that the same power that delivered us from death, is also the same power that is able to deliver 
us from the bondages of sin.  The same power that raised Jesus from the dead, is available to us today: 
(1 Corinthians 15:53 NKJV)  For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 
(1 Corinthians 15:54 NKJV)  So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be 
brought to pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory.” 
(1 Corinthians 15:55 NKJV)  “O Death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your victory?” 
(1 Corinthians 15:56 NKJV)  The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. 
(1 Corinthians 15:57 NKJV)  But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
(Eph 1:19 KJV)  And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty 
power, 
(Eph 1:20 KJV)  Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly 
places,. 
 

We Believe Apply Blood / Struggle Power – I’ll Never Overcome / It is Same Strength 
We believe, we apply this blood (of the Lamb of God) and death will pass over us, but for some reason 
we struggle believing that same power, that same strength of His hand, to deliver us from the bondages 
of sin.  I hear it too many times, from too many Christians, have said it too many times for myself, and that 
is………..I’ll never overcome this sin in my life, I’ll never be able to overcome this anger, bitterness, lust, 
pornography, or hatred…………..I will always be defeated, I’ll never see victory.  God says here to the 
children of Israel as they leave Egypt, to remember that the same strength that allowed death to pass 



over, is the same strength available for you to leave Egypt, to overcome and have victory over sin.  
Christian, you can have the same victory in every area of your life.  His death and resurrection not only 
secures our eternal destination, but ensures that we have all that we will ever need to overcome and be 
victorious.  He not only delivers us from death, but from sin. 
 
Question – How bad want Victory 
Now the question for you, the question for me is, how bad do you want that victory.  You need only want it 
as bad as you wanted that forgiveness, that personal relationship with the Lord.  You must want it, as 
bad…………….. 
 
We Forget Little Leaven Corrupts / By Strength of Hand 
How quickly we forget, that those little things we allow to stick around, creep back in, tolerate, like leaven, 
will rise –up, decay, corrupt, our personal relationship with the Lord.  Know that, go back and remember, 
that it is the strength of the hand of the Lord that is available for us, to rid us of those things. We can have 
all of God we want, but not one drop more. 
 
(Exodus 13:4 NKJV)  “On this day you are going out, in the month Abib. 
 
Abib and Nissan, are the same month. 
 
(Exodus 13:5 NKJV)  “And it shall be, when the LORD brings you into the land of the Canaanites 
and the Hittites and the Amorites and the Hivites and the Jebusites, which He swore to your 
fathers to give you, a land flowing with milk and honey, that you shall keep this service in this 
month. 
 
Gen 15 / 400 years to Repent / Beyond Redeeming / Still saves Rahab – Grace / Just like Trib 
If you recall back in Genesis 15, the Lord said that when the iniquity of these people is full, then comes 
His judgment upon them.  God gave these people 400 years to repent, and not only would they not 
repent, they became so corrupted and polluted that God says He must utterly destroy them so their 
wickedness does not carry forward.  These people would sacrifice their children to idol gods, have 
strange sexual practices, and other satanic practices.  God says He must utterly wipe them out to spare 
them from themselves.  Yet, even still we will see grace amongst them, as Rahab the harlot is saved.  
Just as in revelation, during the Tribulation, God continually offers grace, even when He begins His 
purging process. 
(Genesis 15:15 NKJV)  “Now as for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried at a good old age. 
(Genesis 15:16 NKJV)  “But in the fourth generation they shall return here, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.” 

 
(Exodus 13:6 NKJV)  “Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread, and on the seventh day there 
shall be a feast to the LORD. 
(Exodus 13:7 NKJV)  “Unleavened bread shall be eaten seven days. And no leavened bread shall 
be seen among you, nor shall leaven be seen among you in all your quarters. 
(Exodus 13:8 NKJV)  “And you shall tell your son in that day, saying, ‘This is done because of 
what the LORD did for me when I came up from Egypt.’ 
 
7 Feasts 
This is called the Feast of Unleavened bread, and it is one of the 7 Feast of Israel, which we will study 
more in depth when we get to Leviticus.  But as for the Spring Feasts, we have studied that Passover is a 
picture of the crucifixition of Jesus (the Lamb of God), Unleavened Bread is that He would not rot in the 
tomb, Firstfruits is that He would rise again and so would we, and the Feast of Weeks is the 50th day after 
Firstfruits, and that we know was the Day of Pentecost where the Holy Spirit was given to the Church: 
Spring Feast 

• The Feast of Passover  

• The Feast of Unleavened Bread  

• The Feast of Firstfruits  

• The Feast of Weeks (Pentecost) 
Fall Feasts 



• The Feast of Trumpets 

• The Day of Atonement 

• The Feast of Tabernacles 
 
Jesus No Sin – No Decay / No Categorizing Sin – Little & Big 
But, understand this, no leaven (a representation of no sin) represents 2 things, first that Jesus had no 
sin, thus when He went to the grave, He rose again, His body was not left in the grave, He did not see 
corruption, because He was perfect and pure (Psalm 16:10-11).  His resurrection was proof that God 
accepted the sacrifice.  And Secondly, when God says no leaven, He means no leaven.  Forget 
categorizing sins, big sins and little sins.  From, acceptable everyone is doing it sins, to man if you commit 
that sin you are in big trouble with God.  God says you shall eat no leaven.  In James 2:10, the Lord is 
saying if you are guilty of one sin, then He considers you guilty of them all.  He considers the liar, the 
thief, as offensive and wicked as the murderer and adulterer.   Christian, have no tolerance for sin, period, 
clean it out of the house, your house, the temple of the living God. 
 
Keep Telling the Kids / Verbalize and Acted Out / More Caught than Taught 
Verse 18 – And you shall tell your son in that day, saying, - God says to keep telling the story, keep telling 
the testimony of God’s goodness and greatness.  Our faith before our kids needs to not only be 
verbalized, but acted out.  Tell them all about Jesus you want, but lie a life contrary to the word, a life of 
compromise, a life of drinking, verbal abuse, have a marriage that designates before their eyes, and you 
will make them run from the Lord.  More is caught than taught. 
 
Keep Telling Your Testimony / First – to Minister to Other / Second – keep Strong in Perverse Land 
Live for the Lord, and keep telling your story, over and over, to your kids, to your neighbors, to your 
friends, keep telling it.  Two things come out of sharing your testimony, it relates to people and opens 
their eyes to the answers they have been looking for.  And may I add, the was a Hell’s Angel testimony 
isn’t the only good one as people seem to think in their mind; your testimony will speak to every person 
you share with, for every testimony speaks of being empty, alone, knowing that there was more than just 
this life, and recognizing that Jesus was and is the only answer.  Secondly, keep retelling your testimony 
of God’s goodness because it will keep what He did fresh and new in you, and you will continually enjoy 
the wonderful experience over and over, and you will find yourself continually rejoicing and praising Him 
for reaching down and pulling you up.  And when you share continually, it will keep you strong in a 
perverse land, and it will keep you reminded of how empty and futile the world around us is.  Sadly, 
people forget their bondage, their emptiness, after a few months or years, and find themselves looking to 
go back, forgetting all the pain that came with it. 
 
(Exodus 13:9 NKJV)  “It shall be as a sign to you on your hand and as a memorial between your 
eyes, that the Lord’s law may be in your mouth; for with a strong hand the LORD has brought you 
out of Egypt. 
 
Strong hand 
Notice again, the “strong hand of the Lord”. 
 
(Exodus 13:10 NKJV)  “You shall therefore keep this ordinance in its season from year to year. 
(Exodus 13:11 NKJV)  “And it shall be, when the LORD brings you into the land of the Canaanites, 
as He swore to you and your fathers, and gives it to you, 
(Exodus 13:12 NKJV)  “that you shall set apart to the LORD all that open the womb, that is, every 
firstborn that comes from an animal which you have; the males shall be the Lord’s. 
 
First Born – Dedicated for Spared Death / Priest of Home 
The firstborn were to be dedicated to the Lord, for the service of the Lord in the home.  When the father 
was away for work or travel (or after death), the first born was to be the spiritual leader of the home, make 
sure the others continued to follow and be taught the things of the Lord, to stay focused on the Lord.  He 
was to be the priest of the home.  They were expected to be the spiritual leader of the home.  The blood 
over the door spared them, the Lord is making the point that they were spared, and now there is much 
expected of them.  I am reminded of the young man boy who fell into the lake through the ice, an older 



man rescued him from sure death, and the young man said thanks for saving my life, and the older man 
said well make it a life that was worth saving.  I believe there is a word for each of us who have been 
spared, and that is that we make it a life that was worth saving. 
 
(Exodus 13:13 NKJV)  “But every firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb; and if you 
will not redeem it, then you shall break its neck. And all the firstborn of man among your sons you 
shall redeem. 
 
Lamb & Donkey 
The donkey would die unless a lamb was killed in its place.  The Lamb represents Jesus; guess who the 
donkey is?  Now, you might not want to use that in your witnessing, but you may let it come to mind when 
that boss or co-worker treats you poorly; and hopefully remember they need to be redeemed. 
 
(Exodus 13:14 NKJV)  “So it shall be, when your son asks you in time to come, saying, ‘What is 
this?’ that you shall say to him, ‘By strength of hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt, out of the 
house of bondage. 
 
Strong hand / Do You Believe it is Available to You 
Notice again, “the strength of hand of the Lord”.  Do you believe that this strength is available for you 
today, for all your needs. 
 
(Exodus 13:15 NKJV)  ‘And it came to pass, when Pharaoh was stubborn about letting us go, that 
the LORD killed all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man and the firstborn of 
beast. Therefore I sacrifice to the LORD all males that open the womb, but all the firstborn of my 
sons I redeem.’ 
(Exodus 13:16 NKJV)  “It shall be as a sign on your hand and as frontlets between your eyes, for 
by strength of hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt.” 
 
Strong hand / Power available past Egypt 
Notice again, “the strength of hand of the Lord”.  How much does He want you to remember that this 
power is available well past the release from Egypt, that it will be available, it will be needed after Egypt. 
 
(Exodus 13:17 NKJV)  Then it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the people go, that God did not 
lead them by way of the land of the Philistines, although that was near; for God said, “Lest 
perhaps the people change their minds when they see war, and return to Egypt.” 
 
Gentle – Steers from War / Who knows How Much Kept back 
God is so gentle, He knows the thought of war may make them change their minds and head back to 
Egypt.  Doesn’t God do that for us; when we are first saved, it seems like everything goes our way.  God 
gives us a time in the incubator to mature a little before the warfare begins.  Let me tell you this, even if 
you say that’s not how it was for me, I got saved and it was instant war.  I can guarantee you this, you 
have no idea how much he steered away from you, how much could have come, but He walked you 
around it. 
 
Change Mind / Made Mistake 
God walks them around war.  You know it is true, how often when we see war coming, we can change 
our minds, we can think what was of the Lord, was His leading, could have been a mistake 
 
Peace on Other Side of War / Can’t hang up Armor / Quit being Defensive – Go Offensive 
There is a peace that will only come on the other side of war.  Our King is at war, therefore that means 
that we are too.  When the King rests from war, then we can too.  We must never forget that, we can 
never hang-up our battle gear, our armor.  Can I say this also, Christian, quit always being on the 
defensive, too many Christians are continually just living a life of being on the defensive.  War is not only 
defending, it is also being on the attack, the offensive.   
 
Parents go on Offensive for Kids – Before Flesh entrenches Strongholds 



Parents don’t wait to go on the defensive for your kids, you must go on the offense, you must attack the 
areas of your children’s life now, before strongholds are developed, and become entrenched.  You know 
the things, that a little here, a little there, and they will have a fortress built that we may not be able to 
overcome.  Same in our lives. 
(2 Corinthians 10:4 NKJV)  For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, 
(2 Corinthians 10:5 NKJV)  casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing 
every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, 

 
Cross not Defensive / Go on Attack 
Everyday, every week, go on the attack.  May I point out, the cross was not a defensive move, it was an 
offensive move, planned before the foundations of the world, as God took sin and death head on, and 
destroyed it to the uttermost. 
 
Prayer 
Do it with prayer, for we have the power of pulling down strongholds: 
(James 4:2 NKJV)  You lust and do not have. You murder and covet and cannot obtain. You fight and war. Yet you do not have 
because you do not ask. 

 
Worship 
God on the attack with worship, let Satan be confused, send him into disarray: 
(2 Chronicles 20:22 NKJV)  Now when they began to sing and to praise, the LORD set ambushes against the people of Ammon, 
Moab, and Mount Seir, who had come against Judah; and they were defeated. 
(2 Chronicles 20:23 NKJV)  For the people of Ammon and Moab stood up against the inhabitants of Mount Seir to utterly kill and 
destroy them. And when they had made an end of the inhabitants of Seir, they helped to destroy one another. 
(2 Chronicles 20:24 NKJV)  So when Judah came to a place overlooking the wilderness, they looked toward the multitude; and there 
were their dead bodies, fallen on the earth. No one had escaped. 

 
Communion 
Go on the offensive with communion, for as we drink the cup and break the body, we do this in 
remembrance of Him, and what does He remind us of in communion, “the strength of the hand of the 
Lord”, and that power isn’t just for death passing over, for getting out of Egypt, but for the wilderness 
journey, all the way to the Promised land 
(1 Corinthians 11:24 NKJV)  and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for 
you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 
(1 Corinthians 11:25 NKJV)  In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My 
blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
(1 Corinthians 11:26 NKJV)  For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord ’s death till He comes. 

 
Fellowship 
Go in the offensive with fellowship, for as iron sharpens iron, so does a man sharpen the countenance of 
his friend.  We need fellowship to keep each other sharpened: 
(Proverbs 27:17 NKJV)  As iron sharpens iron, So a man sharpens the countenance of his friend. 

 
Word 
The Word is both and offensive and defensive weapon, in fact all of these are both offensive and 
defensive depending on the situation in our lives.  But this Word can be used to counter Satan’s attack, 
just as Jesus did during His temptation in the wilderness, but also, offensively.  Second Timothy, Paul 
says to Timothy, you are already strong from the instructions you received in the word, now keep adding 
to it, keep growing stronger.  An offensive move for us is to grow stronger; our great military, the power of 
our arsenal, is a major deterrent from an enemy attacking us, they fear the retaliation that will follow.  
Well, the same is true in a sense, for the word dwelling in our hearts, and as we teach it to our children, 
make them and us stronger by the day, and we are actually destroying temptations, before they can 
attack us.  As I grow in the Lord today, the stuff Satan will throw at me next year our 5 years from now are 
already being defeated because the word is conforming me into the image and power of My Lord, and 
those things will have no appeal to me, nor my child I teach.  Sadly, too many people don’t get into the 
word or any of these other things until they are in a struggle, in the middle of the trial.  Get on the 
offensive, get fired-up about it, quit responding, and start assaulting.  Christian it is ok, to be aggressive, 
when it comes to these things. 
(2 Timothy 3:14 NKJV)  But you must continue in the things which you have learned and been assured of, knowing from whom you 
have learned them, 



(2 Timothy 3:15 NKJV)  and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvat ion 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 
(2 Timothy 3:16 NKJV)  All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness, 
(2 Timothy 3:17 NKJV)  that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

 
What and Arsenal 
What an arsenal at our disposal, truly, how can we ever be defeated with such an arsenal.  We have 
Stealth Bombers (the enemy confused with worship), night vision goggles, satellite imagery, gps (as the 
word tells us the enemy tactics), long range strategic missiles (prayers – we can pray for people 6,000 
miles away in the mission field), and we have the Atom Bomb, the 2nd Adam who would redeem us, and 
take up residence within, and that is power……………. 
 
Did I ever tell you that story about the man in the mission field, he was going to be attacked by these 
savages as he hiked from one spot to another, but they didn’t attack.  Later the leader told him the story 
of how they were going to attack him when he went to sleep, but when they came in the middle of the 
night he said you had 19 huge men surrounding you, so big we ran.  The missionary was alone, and 
knew it was the Lord.  He was retelling it to the people at his church when he returned, and then a person 
said do you know what day it was, and he said such and such day, and the man in the church said that 
was the day we felt a tug on our heart to have a immediately prayer meeting for you, we prayed through 
the night for you.  Then the man said, all who came to pray that night please stand up, and they counted 
them, and the number was 19.  Ohh the power in prayer, what an arsenal we have. 
 
(Exodus 13:18 NKJV)  So God led the people around by way of the wilderness of the Red Sea. And 
the children of Israel went up in orderly ranks out of the land of Egypt. 
 
Initial Escape / But next place of Hopelessness  
So they have an initial escape from war, but we know the next part of the story, and their escape will bring 
them to a place of total hopelessness, a helpless situation as they are backed up to the Red Sea; and it 
will be there that God will reaffirm what to them; the strength of His hand.  Know that that is what is 
happening when you are faced with what appears to be a helpless and hopeless situation. 
 
(Exodus 13:19 NKJV)  And Moses took the bones of Joseph with him, for he had placed the 
children of Israel under solemn oath, saying, “God will surely visit you, and you shall carry up my 
bones from here with you.” 
(Exodus 13:20 NKJV)  So they took their journey from Succoth and camped in Etham at the edge 
of the wilderness. 
 
Joseph Bones – Place of Faith / Philp 1:6 
If you recall back in Genesis Joseph said when you leave Egypt, and one day you will, take my bones out 
of this place and carry them into the land that the Lord has promised His people.  Joseph is a picture of 
believing faith; a faith that knows ultimately God will do all that He said He will, no matter how much time 
it takes.  For Joseph, it would be 400 years, but God was faithful, and Joseph believed in His faithfulness.  
This picture, is a picture of Philippians 1:6, He who began a good work in you, will be faithful to complete 
it. 
(Philippians 1:6 NKJV)  being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of 
Jesus Christ; 

 
 
 



The Leading of the Lord – The Cloud by Day 
Exodus 13:20-22 

 
(Exodus 13:20 NKJV)  So they took their journey from Succoth and camped in Etham at the edge 
of the wilderness. 
(Exodus 13:21 NKJV)  And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead the way, 
and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so as to go by day and night. 
(Exodus 13:22 NKJV)  He did not take away the pillar of cloud by day or the pillar of fire by night 
from before the people. 
 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
Recap 
To recap, God delivered the 10th and final plague, the death of the first born to all who would not apply the 
blood over the home.  The Egyptians said get out, and heaped silver and gold upon the Hebrews.  So 
now after 400 years of slavery, the children of Israel are leaving Egypt. 
 
No One Knows the Way / Way to Go Moe 
Now imagine this, they have been in Egypt for 400 years, no one really knows the way to the Promised 
Land, how could they, they’ve never seen the outside of Egypt, Moses has only gone as far as Sinai 
himself.  If I am Moses I am saying this is great, Pharaoh has been defeated, we are free, only one 
problem though, does anybody know how to get to the land of Canaan?  Now being a man, he couldn’t 
ask directions, and with every pat on the back, way to go Moe, you are our leader, I’ll follow you 
anywhere.  Great Moses is saying to himself, problem is I don’t know how to get there.   
 
We Freed of Egypt – Going to Promised Land / Problem is how to Get there 
Hey we have been freed from the bondages of Egypt; we are going to the Promised Land to see our 
Savior, but the fact is, how exactly do I get there, what path do you want me to take to get there Lord?   
 
Wish Lord lead Us by Cloud & Pillar / Better Way – Jesus / Personal Relationship / The Word 
So many people wish the Lord would lead them by a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night; I can 
assure you something, we have a much better way – for today God speaks to us by the Son, and the Son 
leads us on our way, and that is a much better way, a personal intimate God speaking to His child, just as 
you speak to your child, giving them a Word to help them make decisions on what to do in life. 
(Hebrews 1:1 NKJV)  God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, 
(Hebrews 1:2 NKJV)  has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also 
He made the worlds; 
 
(Psalms 119:105 NKJV)  Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path. 

 
Good Example in Ex 13 / What decision for You / Ask 3 Questions 
Do you know what, He gives us a good practical example in this passage on how to be lead by the Lord, 
how to determine the paths to take for our journey.  In this passage, as the Lord lead the children of 
Israel, we see so does He lead us, if we allow Him to.  So in your decisions, large or small, think of these 
3 groups, ask yourself these 7 questions (to follow) when you are trying to determine if this is Gods will for 
your life:   

1. Is it Cool? 
2. Will it Count? 
3. Does it Conform? 

 

 



Is it Cool? 
Best Commentary – Psalm 105 / Actually Over Them – 120 Degrees / Cloud Moved they Moved 
Best commentary on the Bible is the Bible, and Psalm 105 gives us more insight, maybe brings some 
clarity.  For I think many of us think that the cloud was out in front of the congregation, but actually it was 
over them.  God spread the cloud over the people to protect them from the 120 degree temperatures that 
the desert can reach in the heat of the day.  So when God wanted to move the people, He would just 
move the cloud, and to stay cool they would move with the cloud.   
(Psalms 105:36 NKJV)  He also destroyed all the firstborn in their land, The first of all their strength. 
(Psalms 105:37 NKJV)  He also brought them out with silver and gold, And there was none feeble among His tribes. 
(Psalms 105:38 NKJV)  Egypt was glad when they departed, For the fear of them had fallen upon them. 
(Psalms 105:39 NKJV)  He spread a cloud for a covering, And fire to give light in the night. 

 
God wants us to Stay Cool / Yoke is Easy 
God still directs us that way, He wants us to stay cool, He doesn’t want us getting all uptight in our 
relationship and service to Him.  Jesus said, my yoke is easy, my burden is light.  God doesn’t want to 
move you into any place that will cause a burden on your relationship with Him. 
(Matthew 11:29 NKJV)  “Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. 
(Matthew 11:30 NKJV)  “For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” 

 
Ezk 44 – Linen & Wool / Every Decision (Live – Work –Marry) How Effect Relationship to Lord 
In Ezekiel 44, they were told to wear linen only, no wool, God doesn’t want us to get all hot and bothered 
in our relationship, ministry and service to Him.  Can I make that point to you, not just which ministry to 
serve in, but yes for every decision you make in you life, whether it is where to live, what job to take, 
whom to marry, the FIRST question you must ask yourself, how will this effect my relationship and service 
unto the Lord, for if you are truly seeking first the Kingdom of God, your relationship and service to Him, 
will always be a part of any decision.   How will this effect my spiritual growth, my study of the Word, 
prayer time, communion with Him, fellowship, church attendance, and ministry involvement?  Major Point 
1 when considering your decision ask yourself, “how will this effect my relationship and service to the 
Lord?”   I am amazed how many people make major decisions of life, and don’t consider how it will effect 
their relationship with the Lord. 
(Ezekiel 44:17 NKJV)  “And it shall be, whenever they enter the gates of the inner court, that they shall put on linen garments; no 
wool shall come upon them while they minister within the gates of the inner court or within the house. 
(Ezekiel 44:18 NKJV)  “They shall have linen turbans on their heads and linen trousers on their bodies; they shall not clothe 
themselves with anything that causes sweat. 

 
Look at Context of Matt 6:33 
Look at the context of Matthew 6, and you will see that that all the other stuff we are talking about, is in 
that context, fiancés, family, etc: 
(Matthew 6:28 NKJV)  “So why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; 
(Matthew 6:29 NKJV)  “and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 
(Matthew 6:30 NKJV)  “Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not 
much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 
(Matthew 6:31 NKJV)  “Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 
(Matthew 6:32 NKJV)  “For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 
(Matthew 6:33 NKJV)  “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. 

 
Don’t Sweat It / For Me Tired or Energy / Not Saying it always Easy 
So in Ezekiel 44, God says I don’t want you sweating, I want you to stay cool, stay under the cloud.  So 
often something will be proposed to me for the church to do, or my home, a different job, and when I think 
of doing something it, immediately I get a burden, almost like I am tired, just the thought of it makes me 
tired, that is a sure clue to me that it is my thoughts, not the Lords, for when God gives me something to 
do, He gives me the energy and excitement to do it.  Now I am not saying it is going to be easy, I am not 
saying that it will not come without war (for we studied that last week – war is inevitable), but I don’t start 
to sweat over the decision, I start to look forward to it, I have a cool refreshing outlook on the task ahead. 
 
God put Desire There / God Initiator 
The reason it won’t be a burden is because God laid it upon your heart, and His yoke is easy and His 
burden is light, He won’t ask us to do something that He hasn’t equipped us to do.  So that desire that is 



in your heart, God put it there.  God is always the initiator, not us initiating and God responding (Ok God, 
I’ve been delighting myself in you, now give me that boyfriend/job I want; no, God says just enjoy your 
relationship with Me and I’ll fill your heart with things that are better and beyond anything you could have 
thought of).    
(Psalms 37:4 NKJV)  Delight yourself also in the LORD, And He shall give you the desires of your heart. 
(Psalms 37:5 NKJV)  Commit your way to the LORD, Trust also in Him, And He shall bring it to pass. 
 

God Lays It – You Will Continue / My Flesh it Fades / Major Point 2 – Test of Time 
So when God lays something on your heart, and it is not a burden, but a joy.  God’s will is what you will 
want to do.  If you are not in God’s will, especially if you are in some habitual sin, you will not know or 
hear His will for you.  What God lays on my heart, won’t be what He laid on your heart, but because He 
put that desire in my heart, I can go on, while many others would quit.  Do something that is your will, and 
not God’s will, and you will burn out, fade away, and have a mess on your hands, and maybe others to.  
Here is how I know that my desire, is God’s desire, and that is that over time, the desire never goes away.  
I find something that is of my flesh, fades away in a short time, it is a whim, and actually if it doesn’t come 
to pass in a few months, I forget about it.  But if it is of the Lord, it stands the test of time, it is something 
that just won’t go away.  Major Point 2 when considering your decision ask yourself, “has this Desire 
stood the Test of Time?” 
 
Must Not Strive / God will bring it to Pass / the Church / Major 3 / Stay Cool 
Paul told Timothy, the servant of the Lord must not strive.  If whatever you are doing, or thinking of doing, 
if you are continually striving, struggling over it, struggling to make it happen, sweating it out, ask 
yourself……….why is this such a struggle?  If it is God’s will, He will bring it to pass, no need for you to 
get all uptight about it.  I continually find myself saying to the Lord, this is your ministry, this is your 
church, all I need is to stay in communion with Him, and whatever happens after that, is up to the Lord, no 
stress for me and I just keep cool in my linens.  Now there are times when I find myself sweating, trying to 
whip something up in my strength, and I’ll say, but I know this is important, this needs to be established or 
developed, and I’ll get all in a sweat, get it done, get it out there, and find out, nobody wanted it, nobody 
needed it, it didn’t help me as I thought it would, all I did was lose sleep, and wasted precious time.  Major 
Point 3 when considering your decision ask yourself, “am I striving, trying to force or make something 
happen?”  Just relax, if it is God’s desire, He will make it happen, He will bring it to pass, He will open the 
door for you.  You need only be ready to walk through the door when the opportunity comes.  Keep cool 
my beloved. 
(2 Timothy 2:24 KJV)  And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, 

 
Went Up Orderly Ranks / If Confused – Wait  
Back in verse 18 it says that they went up in orderly ranks.  Do you see there that there was no confusion, 
no chaos, all things were done orderly.  God knew where He was leading the people.  Imagine 3 million 
people, moving, and there was no confusion.  There is a word there for us, that if we allow the Lord to 
lead us, then we won’t live a life of confusion.  When you are striving, you will have confusion, and I can 
tell you either it is not God’s will, or it is not God’s time, and in both cases you need to just wait upon Him.  
And if it is the leading of the Lord, it will stand the test of  time. 
(Exodus 13:18 NKJV)  So God led the people around by way of the wilderness of the Red Sea. And the children of Israel went up in 
orderly ranks out of the land of Egypt. 
 
(2 Timothy 1:7 NKJV)  For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind. 
 

Is it Cool: 

• Major Point 1 when considering your decision ask yourself, “how will this effect my relationship 
and service to the Lord?” 

• Major Point 2 when considering your decision ask yourself, “has this Desire stood the Test of 
Time?” 

• Major Point 3 when considering your decision ask yourself, “am I striving, trying to force or make 
something happen?” 

 

 
 



Will it Count 
Will count, you see, God is doing something mighty here, God is establishing a nation, this is a whole new 
dispensation of His working, and what He is doing here will have eternal ramifications.  The people under 
this cloud are more than just along for the ride, more than just getting to a new place to live and work 
(now out of Egypt), they are part of something bigger – God is bringing them into the land that will birth 
the Messiah, and will be the prophetic timepiece for major prophecies to come, as it deals with the people 
and land of Israel. 
 
Acts 1 – In the Clouds / We Give an Account 
Speaking of clouds, in Acts 1, we see that Jesus is coming back in the clouds.  When He comes, you and 
I will stand before Him to give an account, not of our sins for that has been washed away, but we will give 
an account of what we did with the opportunities that He set before me.  
(Acts 1:9 NKJV)  Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken up, and a cloud received Him out of 
their sight. 
(Acts 1:10 NKJV)  And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood by them in white 
apparel, 
(Acts 1:11 NKJV)  who also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up 
from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven.” 

 
You Will care / Birthday Party / Millennial Kingdom 
The day you stand before His throne, and cast you crowns at His feet, you will care.  You may say I don’t 
care about casting crowns; I just want to make it.  Trust me, you will be sorry, you will wish that you had 
something.  It will be like showing up at a birthday party or get a Christmas gift without having one to give 
in return.  Not to mention, what you do now, will determine what you will be doing in the Millennial 
Kingdom, for as you rule today, is how you will rule in that time.  And if you don’t care now, you won’t care 
then.   
(1 Corinthians 3:12 NKJV)  Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 
(1 Corinthians 3:13 NKJV)  each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the 
fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is. 
 
(Revelation 4:10 NKJV)  the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on the throne and worship Him who lives forever and 
ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying: 
 
(Matthew 25:21 NKJV)  “His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make 
you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’ 

 
When He Comes – What will He Find You Doing / Be All There 
Let the cloud lead you in all your decisions.  When He comes back in the clouds, will he find you serving 
Him, or serving yourself?  When He comes, will you be seeking first the Kingdom, or seeking first what 
was best for you?  Wherever you are, be all there, what ever you are doing, look at it and say is this 
bringing Him glory, how can I make it so it does bring Him glory.  When He comes in the clouds, be able 
to say to yourself, I was busy about my Fathers business, I was seeking first the Kingdom, I made what I 
was doing count for eternity.    
 
Live Life Backwards 
As I always say, the key to living is to live life backwards.  Live life backwards from heaven and you’ll see 
how easy it is to decide if that thing, really counts. 
 
Will this Impact Eternal Things 
So whatever you are considering, ask yourself, what impact will this make on the eternal things, or will 
this just satisfy my desires, my self-pleasures?  When you weigh those things out, in the light of eternity, it 
will help you see if this is really your self-interest, or the interest of God.  Major Point 4 when considering 
your decision ask yourself, “who am I really doing this for?” 
 
Mt Transfiguration / Great Plans – Not My Plans 
Remember back on the Mount of Transfiguration, after Moses and Elijah appeared to Jesus, Peter gets 
all excited and says lets build 3 booths, 3 memorials, and the Lord interrupts him, and say this is My Son, 
hear ye Him.  God was saying hey you got all these plans and ideas Peter, but it isn’t about your plans 
and ideas, it is about My plans.  For My ways are above your ways, and what I have for you is more 



abundant than anything you’ll ever dream up.  Peter I don’t care about building buildings, I am going to 
use you to build me a body.  For us, we just have to be honest with ourselves. 
(Matthew 17:1 NKJV)  Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, led them up on a high mountain by 
themselves; 
(Matthew 17:2 NKJV)  and He was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became as white as the 
light. 
(Matthew 17:3 NKJV)  And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Him. 
(Matthew 17:4 NKJV)  Then Peter answered and said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if You wish, let us make here 
three tabernacles: one for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 
(Matthew 17:5 NKJV)  While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and suddenly a voice came out of 
the cloud, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear Him!” 
 
(Isaiah 55:8 NKJV)  “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” says the LORD. 
(Isaiah 55:9 NKJV)  “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than 
your thoughts. 
 
(Ephesians 3:20 NKJV)  Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power 
that works in us, 

 
Ask Yourself:  
Is it Cool: 

• Major Point 1 when considering your decision ask yourself, “how will this effect my relationship 
and service to the Lord?” 

• Major Point 2 when considering your decision ask yourself, “has this Desire stood the Test of 
Time?” 

• Major Point 3 when considering your decision ask yourself, “am I striving, trying to force or make 
something happen?” 

 
Will It Count? 

• Major Point 4 when considering your decision ask yourself, “who am I really doing this for?” 
 

Does it Conform 
As we had said (verse 18), they moved in orderly columns, and they moved together.  To stay where God 
was leading, they had to stay in their columns, under His cloud.  To go your own way, meant facing the 
consequences of desert heat, the beasts of the animals, and the armies of the enemies.  It also meant 
missing out on the manna, and the water from the rock as we will read in chapters to come.  In order to 
stay in the flow of where God was going, they had to conform and stay in their ranks.  
 
Does it Align with the Word 
We have the same today, we have this Word to led and guide and us, be obedient to this word, and you 
will not be outside the camp facing the dangers just described.  No some decisions don’t even need to be 
prayed about.  No you can’t date that person they are not saved.  No you shouldn’t form that business 
with him because he isn’t a believer.  And on and on it goes, if it violates the word, the decision is clear.  If 
it doesn’t violate the word, or confirmed by the Word, then you have a Green Light to proceed.  What 
does the Word say about missions, go.  What does it say about ministering to the orphans and widows, 
do it, what does it say.  The word is a lamp unto our feet, problem is we want a spotlight upon our head, 
we want to see the beginning and the end.   Major Point 5 when considering your decision ask yourself, 
“does it align with the Word?” 
(Psalms 119:105 NKJV)  Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path. 

 
War is Inevitable / Heb 1 – He Speaks / Ask for a Verse 
As we saw back in verse 17, God took them the long way to avoid war, because they were babes.  But 
we also saw that war, is inevitable, because our King is at war, so that means then we too are at war.  
Listen precious saint, I can not say this strong enough, and clear enough, if you are pondering a major life 
change, be assured, at some point war will come should you move forward with that change.  New job, 
moving away, major ministry changes or something of the likes; can I encourage you in this, God speaks 
to His people today, through His Son, ask the Son to give you a word to stand on, so when the hard times 
come you can go back to specific moment and say I know this is hard, it even looks as if I made a 
mistake, but I remember the specific word the Lord had given me, and I knew this is what I was to do.  



That specific word may be a verse, a moment in prayer where you knew it clearly was the Lord, or maybe 
a brother gave you a word and it immediately sunk deep into your and you knew it was from the Lord.  
Ask the Lord, He will talk to you.  Major Point 6 when considering your decision ask the Lord, “please give 
me a verse to stand on?” 
(Hebrews 1:1 NKJV)  God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, 
(Hebrews 1:2 NKJV)  has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also 
He made the worlds; 

 
Cloud of Witness / Read the Stories 
Speaking of clouds, we are told in Hebrews that we are surrounded by a great cloud of witness.  You 
know we can read stories in the Bible of men and woman of God, and they can be examples for us, as we 
see they went through the same things we do.  Search your Bible, and I will assure you that there will be 
and example, a word, of the very situation you are in.  You need to balance with all the other Major 
Points, for we can name it and claim it because the Word says it, but God has more: 
(Hebrews 12:1 NKJV)  Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, 
and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 
 
(Romans 15:4 NKJV)  For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and 
comfort of the Scriptures might have hope. 
(Romans 15:5 NKJV)  Now may the God of patience and comfort grant you to be like-minded toward one another, according to 
Christ Jesus, 

 
Wisdom in Counsel 
Listen Christian, In the multitude of counsel there is wisdom.  Do you seek out godly leadership in help for 
your decision, or not, because maybe you are afraid that they will say something that isn’t what you want 
to hear.  Don’t ask every person in the Church, but have those few that you know and trust are led of the 
by the Lord, know the Word of the Lord, and have demonstrated their love for you.  If you don’t want to 
seek out godly counsel, I would say you need to examine yourself and ask why.  Major Point 7 when 
considering your decision ask yourself, “what does godly counsel say?”.  The reason there is safety in the 
multitude of counselors is because others can step back and see things that you are too close to see.  Or 
others have a spiritual maturity that is beyond yours, and just know things that you don’t. 
(Proverbs 15:22 NKJV)  Without counsel, plans go awry, But in the multitude of counselors they are established. 
 
(Proverbs 24:6 NKJV)  For by wise counsel you will wage your own war, And in a multitude of counselors there is safety. 

 
Need not Struggle 
You need not struggle and strive with the leading of the Lord, for He desires to lead you.  So in your 
decisions, large or small, think of these 3 groups, ask yourself these 7 questions: 
Is it Cool? 

• Major Point 1 when considering your decision ask yourself, “how will this effect my relationship 
and service to the Lord?” 

• Major Point 2 when considering your decision ask yourself, “has this desire stood the Test of 
Time?” 

• Major Point 3 when considering your decision ask yourself, “am I striving, trying to force or make 
something happen?” 

 
Will It Count? 

• Major Point 4 when considering your decision ask yourself, “who am I really doing this for?” 
 
Does it Conform? 

• Major Point 5 when considering your decision ask yourself, “does it align with the Word?” 

• Major Point 6 when considering your decision ask the Lord, “please give me a verse to stand on?” 

• Major Point 7 when considering your decision ask yourself, “what does godly counsel say?”. 
 
When all 7 Line Up 
Well what happens when all 7 line-up, all 7 are green lights?  Then it comes down to faith, and why we 
call this Christian Life the Great Adventure.  But let me just say this, and make it real easy; when they 
came to Jesus, they said Master what are the 2 greatest commandments, and Jesus said love the Lord 



your God with all your heart, mind, and soul.  And, love your neighbor as yourself, in this is all the law and 
the prophets.  Beloved, if you can do that, doesn’t matter where you are or what you are doing, God is 
pleased. 
(Matthew 22:37 NKJV)  Jesus said to him, “ ‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all 
your mind.’ 
(Matthew 22:38 NKJV)  “This is the first and great commandment. 
(Matthew 22:39 NKJV)  “And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
(Matthew 22:40 NKJV)  “On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.” 

 
This Very Moment determine if in Will 
Now If you ever wonder if you are in God’s will at this very moment, then do these 2 things, and you will 
know that you are.  If you are not doing them, then know you are not in God’s will, and I can assure you, it 
isn’t where you are at, or whom you are with, it is a condition of your heart that needs to be corrected.  
These 2 things move you into God’s perfect will because, when you love the Lord with all your heart, 
mind, and soul, then you won’t be indulging in habitual sin.  Any person indulging in habitual sin, I tell 
them there is no way for you to know if you are where you are suppose to be, doing what you should be 
doing, and with whom you should be, if you are living in habitual sin.  And, if you are loving your neighbor, 
you’ll quit focusing on yourself, and you won’t be apt to make the error of seeking first your kingdom.  
 
Make Part of thought Process / More Peaceful Life – Sweeter Communion 
So 3 groups, 7 questions to ask yourself when making decisions.  I suggest to you to make them so a 
part of your thoughts, that they will constantly examine all your thoughts and actions and motives, and 
you will find yourself experiencing a more peaceful life, and sweeter communion with your Lord. 
 
 
 



The Leading of the Lord – The Fire by Day 
Exodus 13:20-22 

 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
Recap 
To recap, God delivered the 10th and final plague, the death of the first born to all who would not apply the 
blood over the home.  The Egyptians said get out, and heaped silver and gold upon the Hebrews.  So 
now after 400 years of slavery, the children of Israel are leaving Egypt. 
 
No One Knows the Way / Way to Go Moe 
Now imagine this, they have been in Egypt for 400 years, no one really knows the way to the Promised 
Land, how could they, they’ve never seen the outside of Egypt, Moses has only gone as far as Sinai 
himself.  If I am Moses I am saying this is great, Pharaoh has been defeated, we are free, only one 
problem though, does anybody know how to get to the land of Canaan?  Now being a man, he couldn’t 
ask directions, and with every pat on the back, way to go Moe, you are our leader, I’ll follow you 
anywhere.  Great Moses is saying to himself, problem is I don’t know how to get there.   
 
We Freed of Egypt – Going to Promised Land / Problem is how to Get there 
Hey we have been freed from the bondages of Egypt; we are going to the Promised Land to see our 
Savior, but the fact is, how exactly do I get there, what path do you want me to take to get there Lord?   
 
Wish Lord lead Us by Cloud & Pillar / Better Way – Jesus / Personal Relationship / The Word 
So many people wish the Lord would lead them by a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night; I can 
assure you something, we have a much better way – for today God speaks to us by the Son, and the Son 
leads us on our way, and that is a much better way, a personal intimate God speaking to His child, just as 
you speak to your child, giving them a Word to help them make decisions on what to do in life. 
(Hebrews 1:1 NKJV)  God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, 
(Hebrews 1:2 NKJV)  has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also 
He made the worlds; 
 
(Psalms 119:105 NKJV)  Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path. 

 
Good Example in Ex 13 / What decision for You / Ask 3 Questions 
Last study the Lord gave us a good practical example on how He leads us by the cloud.  So in your 
decisions, large or small, think of these 3 groups, ask yourself these 7 questions when you are trying to 
determine if this is Gods will for your life:   
Is it Cool? 

• Major Point 1 when considering your decision ask yourself, “how will this effect my relationship 
and service to the Lord?” 

• Major Point 2 when considering your decision ask yourself, “has this desire stood the Test of 
Time?” 

• Major Point 3 when considering your decision ask yourself, “am I striving, trying to force or make 
something happen?” 

 
Will It Count? 

• Major Point 4 when considering your decision ask yourself, “who am I really doing this for?” 
 
Does it Conform? 

• Major Point 5 when considering your decision ask yourself, “does it align with the Word?” 

• Major Point 6 when considering your decision ask the Lord, “please give me a verse to stand on?” 



• Major Point 7 when considering your decision ask yourself, “what does godly counsel say?”. 
 
This Study – Pillar of Fire / Understand Wilderness Experiences / 3 Groups 
In this study, we will see how He leads us by the fire.  Our study on the cloud will help us to make good 
sound decisions.  In this study, the pillar of fire will help us to understand what is going on when it seems 
like we are having a wilderness experience, when it seems like we can feel the heat of the desert.  We 
will look at the pillar of fire in 3 groups, 3 things we can examine, ask of ourselves when we are going 
thorough some wilderness experiences.  You know gang, it is true, God does lead us into the wilderness.  
He lead Jesus there (Matt 4), He does the same for us.  So 3 things to ask yourself when in the 
wilderness experience: 

• What is being Revealed? 

• What is being Refined? 

• What is being Recorded?  

 
The Fire 
(Exodus 13:20 NKJV)  So they took their journey from Succoth and camped in Etham at the edge 
of the wilderness. 
(Exodus 13:21 NKJV)  And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead the way, 
and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so as to go by day and night. 
(Exodus 13:22 NKJV)  He did not take away the pillar of cloud by day or the pillar of fire by night 
from before the people. 

 
What is being Revealed? 
Etham – I am With You / Notice where At – Edge of Wilderness / God w/us in Wilderness 
There first stop was Succoth which Succoth means “tent town”, and there again is that word for us, we 
are out of Egypt, and we are just pilgrims, sojourners, we are just passing through, not our permanent 
home.  Keep that in mind as you make your decisions in life.  So their next stop was Etham which in the 
compound breakdown of the word means “with them”.  But notice, where Etham is at, it is at the edge of 
the wilderness.  Maybe that is where you feel you are at, in the wilderness, the desert, but God says that 
is where I will be with you.  What a backdrop, all that is before us is the wilderness, and the world behind 
us.  It looks like nothing good is ahead of us, disaster before me.  God says I am with you, even though it 
appears bleak to you. 
 
How Teach With Us – Except brink Disaster / Good Life – Forgetful Life / Tendency to go Egypt 
How can the Lord teach us that He is with us, except to bring us to the brink of disaster?  When life is 
grand, all is great, another latte my brother, we have a tendency to forget that God is with us, we have the 
tendency to get too comfortable, and God knowing the dangers in that, the tendency to be drawn back to 
Egypt, gives us a wilderness experience so that we may know, remember that He is with us. 
 
Not Always Understand – But must Trust / Verse 7 – Wise own Eyes 
Sometime we are not going to understand why He is doing what He is doing, but we must trust and have 
faith that He knows what he is doing.  We quote Proverbs 3 often, but we stop at verse 6, and miss verse 
7, do not be wise in your own eyes.  How often we lean on our understanding of how things should be, 
and then we try to take a shortcut in that wilderness experience, thinking we are being wise, and we 
totally miss all that the Lord wanted to do in that experience: 
(Proverbs 3:5 NKJV)  Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; 
(Proverbs 3:6 NKJV)  In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths. 
(Proverbs 3:7 NKJV)  Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the LORD and depart from evil. 

 
I Pray Remember this Study / I am With You – Special Time of Revealing 
If you are being lead into the wilderness, I pray that you will remember this study, and step back and say, 
I know that you are with me, that I walk this not alone, and that you want to reveal yourself to me, and that 
we will have a special time together, like no other time.  We can say we know these things, but do we, 
truly.   
 



When Peace in Trial – Experience Prince of Peace / Complaining – Striving – Missing Out 
When you are at peace in a trial, then you will know that you are experiencing the “Prince of Peace”.  If 
you are constantly complaining, whining, trying to figure your way out, then know you are missing what 
He is trying to reveal to you in the wilderness, and that is Himself. 
 
 

What is being Refined? 
 
Fire Represents Purging / Don’t Think it Strange 
In the Scriptures fire represents – trials and purging. The Lord guides us with the cloud by day, but He 
also guides us by the pillar of fire.  God says don’t think it strange when a fiery trial comes upon you: 
(1 Peter 4:12 NKJV)  Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing 
happened to you; 
(1 Peter 4:13 NKJV)  but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ’s sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you may also 
be glad with exceeding joy. 

 
Dark Night – Can’t See / Uncomfortable – Out of God’s Plan / Not Where God – No Where I 
It is dark, it is night, can’t see ahead, but the Lord gives a pillar of fire.  Why is that we feel that when 
things are uncomfortable for us, not going as we had hoped and planned, that we feel that God isn’t 
leading us, we automatically feel that this isn’t right, I am not where God wants me to be, because I am 
not where I want to be.   
 
Ohh Guide Me – Bad News / Listen Gang 
We say ohh Lord, lead me, guide me, and we show up at work and the boss says you are fired.  Why is 
my work situation so hard, why am I still unemployed, why am I still single, why are my finances such a 
struggle, and we question if God is leading.  Listen gang….. 
 
Sharach, Meshach, and Abendgo / Only Ropes Burned – God Freeing Us / Seeking – Fellowship 
Sharach, Meshach, and Abendgo were cast into the fire and all that was burned was the ropes binding 
them.  We so often associate trials with bad, maybe even God judging us, yet how often it is through the 
trial that God frees us, strengthens us, and equips us.  Ohh no, I’ve lost my job, and then you find yourself 
seeking the Lord like never before, and Him showing you and purging you of things that were keeping you 
from being all that He wanted for you.  Ohh no, you’re dumping me, and what seems like utter disaster, 
turns into to being your salvation as 5 years from now you say, wow, that was a close one. 
 
How Many Times I Find I Set Free / Not even Smell of Smoke / Go On Know Him More 
How many times I feel like I was burned only to find out I was set free.  How many times I have been 
burned in my life, I find out that the only thing singed was the ropes holding me back, and how not a hair 
was burned, that my body didn’t have the smell of smoke.  How often the brink of disaster, the edge of the 
wilderness, I found God was with me, so much so, that where I go on from that place, I know Him more 
than I ever would have, had I not been brought to the bring of what seemed like disaster.  God guides us, 
in our trials. 
 
Promise Land 10 Day Journey – Took Year / Taking Egypt out of People 
This journey to the Promised Land should have only taken 10 days, but it will end up taking 1 year.  And 
we know that when they do get there, they will not have the faith to go into the Promised Land, and then 
spend 40 years wandering the desert.  But now focusing just on the 1 year journey, we will see 7 spots 
they encamped, and each spot will give us a spiritual lesson for our lives.  So we will have some 
interesting studies ahead of us.  The question we have to ask, why 1 year.  Well, it is easy for God to get 
His people out of Egypt, but it is hard to get Egypt out of His people (Egypt being a picture of the world).  
If you seem to be having a wilderness experience, maybe God is working to get the Egypt out of you.  
The situation you are in, the each leading of the Lord, remember that in your situation He desires to work 
more of Egypt out of you. 
 
 
 



Important Spiritual Principle / Loosen Pull of this World / Avoid being Swept Away by Concerns 
It is so important to understand this principle of spiritual life; that God will bring us to what seems like the 
wilderness to free us form the pulls and ties of the world.  I can become so tied up, involved, concerned 
with the things of this world, that if it were not for the pillar of fire in my life I would get swept away by 
them.  These pillars of fire keep me from that, and lead me on the path God has for me.  God brings us to 
the edge of the wilderness, to free us. 
 
Brings us to Burn the Ropes / Loosen Grip on Egypt – Looking for Coming Kingdom 
God brings me to the fire so that He might burn the ropes that bind me.  Listen beloved, God wants us to 
loosen our grip on Egypt, this world, and He wants us to be focusing on the Coming Kingdom, He wants 
us to seek first the Kingdom of God. 
 
Side Note / Equally Important – It is Us Making a Trial (Wilderness) / Best Sellers 
But can I tell you something I think is equally important for our understanding in the leading of the Lord, in 
reference to this area of being lead by the fire through the wilderness.  So often it is us who put ourselves 
into the wilderness, and we think it is the Lord who has led us there, but it is really ourselves.  No I am not 
talking particularly about our personal sin that has brought us into some trial, but that is true, just repent 
and seek Him and He will show you the way out.  But I am particularly talking about, the best selling 
books on the Christians Book list year in and year out are, How to be Happy (dealing with your Emotions), 
Managing Your Finances (dealing with your Possessions), and How to have a Successful Marriage 
(dealing with your Relationships).  Paul says this in 1 Corinthians 7, and it does line up well with what we 
have been saying about Seeking First the Kingdom of God, as Paul will end – Time is short: 
(1 Corinthians 7:29 NKJV)  But this I say, brethren, the time is short, so that from now on even those who have wives should be as 
though they had none, 
(1 Corinthians 7:30 NKJV)  those who weep as though they did not weep, those who rejoice as though they did not rejoice, those 
who buy as though they did not possess, 
(1 Corinthians 7:31 NKJV)  and those who use this world as not misusing it. For the form of this world is passing away. 

 
Haven’t been in Your Kitchen / Directed by Holy Spirit / He who has an Ear – Let Him Hear 
By the way, before we get into this, no I haven’t been in your kitchen, no I haven’t been talking to your 
husband, and no I am not making reference to anyone specifically in this room.  Studies like these people 
think it is purposefully directed at them, which it is, but not by me, but by the Holy Spirit.  I pray that he 
who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the Church. 
 
Weep as if Not 
Weep Not / Don’t Analyze Every Emotion / Depressed – Self Focused / Make Self Miserable 
Weep as if Not – Now I’m talking to healthy believers, not those that are ill, don’t get involved in analyzing 
every emotion, it is a trap, it is a snare.  I tell you, when people analyze every emotion, they find 
themselves depressed, and focused on themselves.  Do you want to make yourself miserable, keep 
thinking about yourself.  From my experience, the most depressed people, are those that continually 
focus on themselves.   
 
Parents – Teen / We make World Revolve around Them / Mall or Food Bank / Philadelphia 
Parents, can I ask you something, is your teen depressed, does your teen get upset all the time?  Well 
maturity is a large factor of course, but could their emotions be directly affected because they feel all of 
life is about them?  The weekend comes, let me get you to the mall, pick-up movies, pick-up friends, 
make your favorite food; now do that for 18 years, and they will grow up thinking the world revolves 
around them, they are the center of it.  Why is that their whole Christian walk for youth are about them, a 
fun youth group, taking them to concerts, taking them to Youth Retreat (all great stuff), but can I 
encourage you in this, take your kids to the soup kitchen, take them to Food Bank to stock shelves, take 
them down Seniors Home, the Orphanage, the mission trip, get them involved in Operation Andrew 
praying for their unsaved friends.  Teach them, develop in them, that it isn’t all about them.  I remember 
some people I met with an inner-city mission.  They said you know we take the kids to the water park and 
they fight and complain the whole day, we take them to help renovate an old park or building, and they 
come home filled with joy and loving on each other. 
 
 



Same for Us / Quit Asking what Church do for You / In Wilderness – Serve 
Same goes for us.  Quit asking what the church can do for you, look around and ask what you can do for 
the others in the church.  Christian, time is short.  If you are in a trial, don’t spend all your time focusing on 
you, you’ll make yourself miserable.  I always say, the best thing to do in the wilderness is serve someone 
else, it will take your wyes off of yourself. 
 
Tens Steps to Overcoming Depression 
I like what someone said; Ten steps for overcoming depression, the blues, do something for someone 
else, and repeat it 9 times.  See what happens when you live to lighten someone else’s load.   
 
Rejoice as if not Rejoice 
Rejoice / Never Lasts – Expect that 
Rejoice as if not Rejoice – Same thing, when things are great, don’t think that is the way it is always going 
to be.  People who live as if everyday would be great, no emotional struggles, end up continually being 
troubled because they forget that we live in a fallen world, and have an Adversary who hates us and 
seeks to make our lives miserable. 
 
Those that Posses as if Not 
Not Caught up in Possessions / Going to Burn 
Those that Posses as if Not – Don’t get caught up in your possessions.  The house you have, the car you 
drive, the things you don’t have.  Don’t get all wrapped up in those things, for they are all going to burn, 
they are all fading. 
 
Tithing Sets you Free / Ropes Burned / Can’t Out Give God 
The principle of tithing is about setting yourself free, it is about letting the ropes that tie you to this world 
be burned away, so that you may be free.  You will want to give to the Lord because you love Him, not 
your stuff.  God will bless you, I promise you, because I know the Word of God is true, and you can’t out-
give him. 
 
Those that are married as if they are Not 
Not Shake Responsibility / Live Kingdom 1st / Not Put Undue Pressure on Spouse / Suffocate 
Those that are married as if they are not – Doesn’t mean to shake-off your responsibilities and live as a 
single person, but it means to be living for the Kingdom, to be seeking first the Kingdom of God, and 
watch what happens in your marriage.  If I am all caught-up and living for my marriage, I am going to put 
tremendous pressure on my wife, or if she puts the pressure on me, then the pressure will be suffocating 
to our marriage.  I am going to pressure her to meet needs which she can’t possibly meet or satisfy.   
 
Understand This / Pressure Off – Free to Enjoy 
But when we understand this, and we both are seeking first the kingdom, suddenly the pressure is taken 
off of our marriage, and we can enjoy each other immensely.  When a relationship is constantly focused 
on each other, the relationship becomes very suffocating.  
 
Jesus wants Marriage to by Happy / Sounds Like Contradiction 
Jesus wants you and me to be truly happy in our marriage, and it sounds like these things are a 
contradiction, but to be happy in your marriage you don’t live for your marriage, but for Jesus Christ.  
When you don’t make your marriage your passion, but the Lord, then that passion will then flow back unto 
and into your marriage.   
 
Seek First / Make you Better Spouse 
Seek first the kingdom and you will be a much better husband or wife. 
 
Don’t Make Kids Idols / When you Do – You Rob Family 
Not only does that apply to your marriage, but also to your kids.  I know this upset parents when I say 
this, but there are many parents who turn their families into a place of idolatry.  It is great to be a family 
guy or gal, but not at the expense of your true passion – Jesus Christ.  Don’t rob yourself, or your family. 
 



 
 
 
We Can Place Self into Trial / Not Leading of Lord / Set Self Free 
So we can place ourselves in to what seems like a fiery trial, a wilderness experience, and if we make it a 
trial, it is a trial.  Stress whether real or imagined is still stress.  But the trials we create are not the leading 
of the Lord, set yourself free of them.   
 
When Grasp This – Live Enjoying Life / Disaster and Wilderness / You With Me – Ripping Egypt 
When you can grasp this (what is being Revealed and Refined), when you can live as seeking first the 
kingdom of God, when you can live as Paul said, you will find yourself enjoying life.  You will find yourself 
saying Lord even though I am at the brink of disaster, at the wilderness border, Lord I know that you are 
with me, that you are ripping Egypt out of me, and Lord it is alright, it is ok because I trust you. 
 
Lose Perspective – Life Difficult / All About Heaven – Enjoy Life Under Cloud or Fire 
When you lose that perspective, life becomes real difficult.  When you say it is all about heaven, then I 
can enjoy life whether I am under the cloud, or on the brink. 
 

What is being Recorded? 
 
Exodus 20:24 
Let me just close with this: 
(Exodus 20:24 NKJV)  ‘An altar of earth you shall make for Me, and you shall sacrifice on it your burnt offerings and your peace 
offerings, your sheep and your oxen. In every place where I record My name I will come to you, and I will bless you. 

 
Close Last & This Study 
As we closed the last study, so too do we close this study: 
(Matthew 22:37 NKJV)  Jesus said to him, “ ‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all 
your mind.’ 
(Matthew 22:38 NKJV)  “This is the first and great commandment. 
(Matthew 22:39 NKJV)  “And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
(Matthew 22:40 NKJV)  “On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.” 

 
Do that in the Trial / Grasp Ex 20 
Seek to do that when you are going through the trials of life.  Never let a trial go to waste, live for God in 
the good times and the not so good.  Love the Lord your God and love your neighbor in the bad times as 
well as the good, and you will know that you are in His will, and grasp on to Exodus 20:24, for everywhere 
His name is recorded, He will be there, and He will bless you: 
(Exodus 20:24 NKJV)  ‘An altar of earth you shall make for Me, and you shall sacrifice on it your burnt offerings and your peace 
offerings, your sheep and your oxen. In every place where I record My name I will come to you, and I will bless you 
 

What is Being Recorded 
In every trial, ask yourself what is being recorded. 
 
3 Things 
So 3 things to ask yourself when in the wilderness experience: 

• What is being Revealed? 

• What is being Refined? 

• What is being Recorded?  

 
 



Exodus 14 
The Red Sea Crossing 

 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
Recap / Getting Egypt out of Them / Examples for Us 
The children of Israel are freed from the bondage and slavery of Egypt and are now being led by God 
through the wilderness.  It will take them a year to get to the foot of the Promised Land, even though it 
should have only been a 1-2 week journey.  The reason being is that it was nothing for God to take the 
people out of Egypt, but now He has to get Egypt out of the people.  Over these chapters and verses to 
come we will see their victories and their failings, all of which are real life examples for us, with spiritual 
application to our every day lives as we are being lead by the Lord on our way to the Promised Land. 
 
(Exodus 14:1 NKJV)  Now the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 
(Exodus 14:2 NKJV)  “Speak to the children of Israel, that they turn and camp before Pi Hahiroth, 
between Migdol and the sea, opposite Baal Zephon; you shall camp before it by the sea. 
 
God knows where They are At 
The Lord takes the time to record for us where the children of Israel where, and where they went.  Just 
rest, God knows exactly where you are at, and where you are going.  If the Lord was writing about you, 
he would say, Ray, camped out in Pasadena, for He knows exactly where we are at, and who is 
surrounding us. 
 
Stop 1 – Tent Town / Stop 2 -  With Them 
If you recall their first stop was tent town (Succuth) a reminder to us that we are just pilgrims, sojourners 
upon this earth, and that we are not to get attached to this world.  The second stop was Etham (meaning 
“with them”) and a word for us that wherever we are, in the fire, in the wilderness, on the brink of disaster, 
that God is with us. 
 
3rd Stop – Caves / All Together / We’ll Pray for those without a Cave 
Well this 3rd stop is called “Pi Hahiroth”, and it means the “mouth of the caves”.  As we will see tonight in 
this study that Pharaoh will be closing in to destroy them, and I think of how they would have loved to hide 
in those caves, and easy place to defend themselves, a place of protection, but they couldn’t take refuge 
in them because there just wasn’t enough room in those caves to hold all 3 million people.  I wish the 
church was more like this today, a one for all, and all for one mentality.  I wish the church would say since 
all can’t be protected, then all will go the hard way, even if it means war, even if it means destruction.  
But, for the most part, churches, denominations, people within the a church, there seems to be a place 
that everybody is looking out for themselves, and we will be praying for those that don’t have their own 
cave.  As for the Children of Israel, they passed the caves, and went on into the trial together. 
 
(Exodus 14:3 NKJV)  “For Pharaoh will say of the children of Israel, ‘They are bewildered by the 
land; the wilderness has closed them in.’ 
 
Satan looks for Vulnerable Place / Christian Stay in the Congregation 
How Satan waits and looks for those vulnerable places in our lives, and plans his attack.  How we need to 
stay together, Christian don’t let yourself be out there all alone, stay in the congregation and wait upon 
the Salvation of the Lord.  They stayed together, so even though the environment made them look 
vulnerable, they stayed together, and God was with them. 
 



(Exodus 14:4 NKJV)  “Then I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, so that he will pursue them; and I will 
gain honor over Pharaoh and over all his army, that the Egyptians may know that I am the LORD.” 
And they did so. 
(Exodus 14:5 NKJV)  Now it was told the king of Egypt that the people had fled, and the heart of 
Pharaoh and his servants was turned against the people; and they said, “Why have we done this, 
that we have let Israel go from serving us?” 
(Exodus 14:6 NKJV)  So he made ready his chariot and took his people with him. 
(Exodus 14:7 NKJV)  Also, he took six hundred choice chariots, and all the chariots of Egypt with 
captains over every one of them. 
 
Special Forces / Josephus – 50K & 200K 
It is not just 600 men, the reference to the 600 is over and above the army already present.  These 600 
are Special Forces, the Delta Force.  The historian Josephus records (take it for what it is worth) that 
there were 50,000 horseman and 200,000 footman in this army coming upon Israel. 
 
(Exodus 14:8 NKJV)  And the LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued 
the children of Israel; and the children of Israel went out with boldness. 
(Exodus 14:9 NKJV)  So the Egyptians pursued them, all the horses and chariots of Pharaoh, his 
horsemen and his army, and overtook them camping by the sea beside Pi Hahiroth, before Baal 
Zephon. 
(Exodus 14:10 NKJV)  And when Pharaoh drew near, the children of Israel lifted their eyes, and 
behold, the Egyptians marched after them. So they were very afraid, and the children of Israel 
cried out to the LORD. 
 
Change from Verse 8 to 10 / His power made Perfect in Weakness 
What a change from verse 8 to verse 10; they go out with boldness in verse 8, and now are filled with fear 
in verse 10.  How easy it is to be bold when all is well, we may even be a little cocky.  The Lord will allow 
these things to come into our life to keep us reliant on Him.  For His power is made perfect in our 
weakness: 
(2 Corinthians 12:9 NKJV)  And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.” 
Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 
(2 Corinthians 12:10 NKJV)  Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for 
Christ’s sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 

 
Every Drop – 1 Drop Less / 1% = 99% 
Every drop of self-reliance is a drop less of God’s power in our lives.  1% of me then means only 99% of 
Him.  To think how often we are 50-50, or worse, 80-20, even days of 99-1. 
 
Mark of Man 
In Revelation 13:18, it says he who has wisdom understand the mark of man is 666.  The number for man 
is 6, the number for completion is 7.  Any thing we do in our own power, our own self-reliance is the mark 
of man, and 6 is one off of 7, and so to will we be, we will always come up short. 
(Revelation 13:18 NKJV)  Here is wisdom. Let him who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of 
a man: His number is 666. 

 
TenBoom 
Corey TenBoom said, “you’ll never know Jesus is all you need, until Jesus is all you have”. 
 
(Exodus 14:11 NKJV)  Then they said to Moses, “Because there were no graves in Egypt, have you 
taken us away to die in the wilderness? Why have you so dealt with us, to bring us up out of 
Egypt? 
(Exodus 14:12 NKJV)  “Is this not the word that we told you in Egypt, saying, ‘Let us alone that we 
may serve the Egyptians?’ For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than that 
we should die in the wilderness.” 
 
Christian Proclamation / The Pillar Led them / Not seen the Movie 



How many Christians make this proclamation the first time things go wrong, or when things go wrong in 
their lives, we cry Lord how could you allow this, where are you.  May I remind you, it was the pillar that 
lead them to this place.  They are scared to death, they hadn’t seen the movie. 
 
Import to Know  
It is important for us to remember that we are not promised and easy flight, we are guaranteed trials and 
tribulations: 
(2 Timothy 3:12 NKJV)  Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. 

 
Jesus isn’t to Improve the Flight / Important when Witnessing 
When you share your faith, don’t present Jesus as the God who is going to make your life easier, the God 
who will improve your flight.  Too much evangelistic presentations is, do you want love joy and peace, 
then come to Jesus, he will improve you flight.  That is not the gospel, the gospel is that the plane you are 
on is going to crash and burn with no survivors, you need a parachute to escape the crash.  People are 
preaching the gospel trying to make converts based on having a good life now (a smooth flight), but the 
gospel is that man has offended the Holy God because of his sin, and there is a penalty for that sin, and it 
is death.  People who try out Jesus because He is suppose to make life better, will fall away or continually 
be complaining because they will say where is this good life I am suppose to have.  But a person who 
understand their offense before the Holy God, will not complain about the rough flight conditions, if 
anything they will be looking forward to the jump that is to come, and won’t get all wrapped up in self-
interests and the things of the world. 
 
Verse 4 – Make Myself Known before Egyptians 
Back in verse 4 the Lord says I will make myself known before the Egyptians: 
(Exodus 14:4 NKJV)  “Then I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, so that he will pursue them; and I will gain honor over Pharaoh and over 
all his army, that the Egyptians may know that I am the LORD.” And they did so. 

 
God loves the Egyptians / may Require Uncomfortable place for Us / You Made an Agreement 
God loves the Egyptians, God loves the people of the world, and currently in the world.  God’s love for the 
Egyptians, may requires us to be put in uncomfortable situations (maybe even backed up to the wall).  
Can I point something out to you, you made an agreement with Him; and that deal was that He would 
take on your sin, pay your penalty, and you would give Him your life.  You wouldn’t expect Long and 
Foster to buy your house and then let you stay there for free, nor expect the car dealership to tow away 
your junker for free, and then drop you off a brand new SUV, and unlimited credit at the gas station.  You 
have been bought with a price, you have entered into an agreement with the Lord, my sin, for my life> 
(1 Corinthians 6:19 NKJV)  Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from 
God, and you are not your own? 
(1 Corinthians 6:20 NKJV)  For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s. 

 
Feel Backed  - God may be Working / You Already Sealed / They Watch / Will You Still_______ 
When you feel backed up to the wall, the Lord may very well be working in another area, He may be 
working to bring salvation into another’s life.  You are already sealed, you already have a guarantee of 
heaven, but there are others who still have yet to be sealed.  They who may not be sealed, are watching 
you.  Will you still worship when the doctor says it won’t go away.  Will you still go to church when the 
marriage isn’t going well.  Will you still walk with Him when the finances aren’t going so well.   
 
The Waters will Part / Hear those Words / Can’t Choose the Crowns / The Agreement 
Christians, when the waters part, you will enter into the Promised Land, if you can stand, if you continue 
even when backed up to the wall, you will hear those words, well done they good and faithful servant, as 
you cast your crowns at His feet.  Christian may I tell you, you can’t chose your crowns, you can’t chose 
what the crowns are made up, and how you got them.  You entered into an agreement with Him, He takes 
the sin, you give the life.   
 
Can’t Outgive God / Created for Good Pleasure / Don’t Wimp Out / They are Watching 
Let me assure you of this, even if you don’t like the situation, even if you think it isn’t fair, why you and not 
someone else, just know Christian you will never out give God.  You were created for His good pleasure, 



don’t wimp out, don’t look to bail out.  Let Him be glorified in the world, before the world, for the world is 
watching you. 
 
This is Ministry / About Growing Closer to Lord / Placed to Stand when Others Crumble 
Verse 11 – Then they said to Moses, “Because there were no graves in Egypt, have you taken us away to 
die in the wilderness -  This is ministry, lock that in people, don’t expect that everyone will appreciate you 
and never come against you.  Ministry is about growing closer to the Lord, falling deeper in love with the 
Lord, don’t base your ministry involvement on the people you serve.  Whatever ministry you serve in, 
whether it be children’s church, soup kitchen, senior’s home, pastoral ministries, whatever it may be 
remember you are there because God called you there, and placed you there.  God placed you there 
because He wants you to continue to stand even when the others are weak and ready to quit.  He wants 
you to keep leading, because they need a leader, and that is obvious because of their rebellion or 
complaining.   
 
Serve Lord First – then People / Keep that Order 
In ministry you serve the Lord, and then the people, that is always the order.  If you can keep that order, 
than you will be able to minister until He calls you home, if not, your ministry will be very short lived.   
 
Why Serve / Front Row Seats to Watch the Lord / BE Transformed – 10%-90% 
You may say then why serve if it comes with all this trouble; keep serving because of this picture here we 
see in this story.  You will get to see and experience things from the front row, and you will see the Lord 
first hand, and when you do your heart will be quickened.  In ministry you get to see things from a 
perspective that others do not; while they see 10-20% of the Lord’s greatness, you get to see 80-90, even 
100%.  Do you want to be transformed by the renewing of your mind, do you not want to be conformed 
into this world, then just do the math and consider the difference between 10% and 80%. 
(Romans 12:1 NKJV)  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 
(Romans 12:2 NKJV)  And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove 
what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

 
(Exodus 14:13 NKJV)  And Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand still, and see the 
salvation of the LORD, which He will accomplish for you today. For the Egyptians whom you see 
today, you shall see again no more forever. 
(Exodus 14:14 NKJV)  “The LORD will fight for you, and you shall hold your peace.” 
 
Same Today / God for us – Except fear wont Agree / Crush Satan under Feet 
Moses says the Lord will fight for you, and the same is still true for me and you today.  If God is for us, 
then what is there to fear, except the fear that we won’t agree with what He desires to do.  But for those 
who will free themselves of that fear and trust the Lord, will no nothing can touch them, and will 
expectantly look forward to Satan being crushed under His feet: 
(Romans 8:31 NKJV)  What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 
 
(Romans 16:19 NKJV)  For your obedience has become known to all. Therefore I am glad on your behalf; but I want you to be wise 
in what is good, and simple concerning evil. 
(Romans 16:20 NKJV)  And the God of peace will crush Satan under your feet shortly. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you. Amen. 

 
(Exodus 14:15 NKJV)  And the LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry to Me? Tell the children of 
Israel to go forward. 
 
Great Verse / Time to Quit Talking and Get Moving /  
What a great verse.  There is a time to quit talking about it, time to quit praying about it, and get going.  
The Lord says quit talking about Moses, here comes Pharaoh, its time to get moving. 
 
See balance – God’s Desire – Our Need to Move 
We see here the balance of God’s sovereignty and mans free-will.  God says I want to work, I will work, 
but you got to do your thing too.  I will give you the victory over that enemy, that bondage, but you have to 
do your part, you have to quit going to those places, seeing those people.  I’ll teach you My Word, but you 



have to turn off the television.  I’ll meet you for prayer, but you have to wake-up.  In fact I will even awake 
you if you ask me to, but you still have to roll out of the bed (my life personally). 
 
(Exodus 14:16 NKJV)  “But lift up your rod, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it. 
And the children of Israel shall go on dry ground through the midst of the sea. 
(Exodus 14:17 NKJV)  “And I indeed will harden the hearts of the Egyptians, and they shall follow 
them. So I will gain honor over Pharaoh and over all his army, his chariots, and his horsemen. 
(Exodus 14:18 NKJV)  “Then the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I have gained 
honor for Myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen.” 
 
Satan not Only Trap Setter / More Confidence next Battle / Will start Looking for Battles 
Ahh, Satan isn’t the only one who sets traps.  God continually orchestrates situations in His children’s 
lives where God is exulted and Satan is humiliated.  And, each time it happens the children of God have 
more power and more confidence for the next battle.  In fact for many, they start to go out and look for 
battles to enter into because they have the faith (Confidence) that God will bring victory, even when the 
situation looks hopeless.   
 
(Exodus 14:19 NKJV)  And the Angel of God, who went before the camp of Israel, moved and went 
behind them; and the pillar of cloud went from before them and stood behind them. 
 
Lord Leads – and Covers Back 
The Lord doesn’t just lead us, go before us, but He also goes behind us to protect us and shield us.  The 
Lord is always watching our backs. 
 
(Exodus 14:20 NKJV)  So it came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel. Thus 
it was a cloud and darkness to the one, and it gave light by night to the other, so that the one did 
not come near the other all that night. 
 
Same Cloud – Different Results / Spiritual man Versus Natural Man /  
So there is this brightness on Israel’s side, but darkness on the Egyptian.  Same cloud, different results.  
How true this is, for the spiritual things are clear to us, they are illuminated and we can see clearly what 
they mean, and how they are to be applied.  But for the natural man, they are spiritually discerned; he 
can’t understand them and continues in darkness.  They’ll never understand why you are here, and not 
watching TV, or at Happy Hour.  They are so confused at the world’s events, but we see everything 
coming together and we know why.  Same cloud, same word, different results: 
(1 Corinthians 2:13 NKJV)  These things we also speak, not in words which man’s wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit 
teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 
(1 Corinthians 2:14 NKJV)  But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor 
can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 

 
(Exodus 14:21 NKJV)  Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the LORD caused the 
sea to go back by a strong east wind all that night, and made the sea into dry land, and the waters 
were divided. 
(Exodus 14:22 NKJV)  So the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea on the dry ground, 
and the waters were a wall to them on their right hand and on their left. 
 
Long Procession 
Consider this, there is anywhere from 2.5 to 3 million people with all their stuff.  This is one long 
procession.  
 
(Exodus 14:23 NKJV)  And the Egyptians pursued and went after them into the midst of the sea, all 
Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. 
(Exodus 14:24 NKJV)  Now it came to pass, in the morning watch, that the LORD looked down 
upon the army of the Egyptians through the pillar of fire and cloud, and He troubled the army of 
the Egyptians. 



(Exodus 14:25 NKJV)  And He took off their chariot wheels, so that they drove them with difficulty; 
and the Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the face of Israel, for the LORD fights for them against 
the Egyptians.” 
 
Lord Troubled them – Same Today / Louisiana  
The Lord troubled them.  Just as Satan isn’t the only one to set traps, neither is he the only one to cause 
trouble.  I think we spend too much time looking at how Satan is troubling us, and we miss how the Lord 
is troubling him, and keeping him at bay while he desires to trouble us.  I remember several years ago 
when I lived down south I was going to hook-up with some folks from work, and pretty much put myself in 
a primed position to backslide.  The night before I started to feel terrible, I was like Lord I don’t need to be 
there, how am I going tell them I can’t go now, especially after they made all these plans.  Funny thing, 
the next day I didn’t have to say anything, they didn’t show up.  When I saw them on Monday they said 
sorry we didn’t hook-up, but we got a flat tire, had to miss work, had all kinds of trouble getting the tire 
fixed, it ruined our whole day.  I actually started to feel bad, and was considering paying for their repair 
because I knew the Lord was troubling them, to protect His child (who was being foolish).  The Lord is 
troubling the enemy, don’t think you are battling it all alone. 
 
(Exodus 14:26 NKJV)  Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, that the 
waters may come back upon the Egyptians, on their chariots, and on their horsemen.” 
 
Buries whole Army / God’s Term – God’s Timing / Last Study 
This verse is wonderful, what a word for us.  40 years ago Moses couldn’t bury 1 Egyptian in his flesh, on 
his terms, in his timing.  But here, on this day, on God’s term, and God’s timing, Moses buries the whole 
Egyptian Army.  Beloved, how important to go back to the last studies we had on the “Leading of the 
Lord” and to make sure these things we are trying to bring to pass, we are doing them on God’s terms, 
and in His timing.  
 
(Exodus 14:27 NKJV)  And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and when the morning 
appeared, the sea returned to its full depth, while the Egyptians were fleeing into it. So the LORD 
overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. 
(Exodus 14:28 NKJV)  Then the waters returned and covered the chariots, the horsemen, and all 
the army of Pharaoh that came into the sea after them. Not so much as one of them remained. 
 
Red Sea – Reed Sea 
Some people want to help God out and say this really wasn’t the Red Sea, but the Reed Sea, for it is not 
possible for God to part the waters like this.  So they get there computer models out and show how the 
Reed Sea when the wind blows from a certain angel will cause the waters to rescind 2-3 feet, and make a 
path way for a crossing.  Well then that makes this even a bigger miracle, because that means God just 
buried the whole Egyptian Army in 3 feet of water.  It all comes down to how big is your God! 
 
(Exodus 14:29 NKJV)  But the children of Israel had walked on dry land in the midst of the sea, 
and the waters were a wall to them on their right hand and on their left. 
(Exodus 14:30 NKJV)  So the LORD saved Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians, and 
Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. 
(Exodus 14:31 NKJV)  Thus Israel saw the great work which the LORD had done in Egypt; so the 
people feared the LORD, and believed the LORD and His servant Moses. 
 
God Growing Them / God has Blessings For You / Joshua – Every Step / Boot Camp 
Look at verse 31 – God is growing their faith, preparing them for great things.  God has an exciting 
wonderful life for you of victory in Jesus Christ.  Many blessed experiences of walking with Him, and many 
times He walks us through the wilderness to prepare us in faith to receive all that He desires for us.  The 
taking of the Promised Land is an exercise of faith.  God will say to Joshua every where you step I have 
given you, but you have to take those steps, and claim it.  The Children of Israel were in Boot Camp if you 
will, and so too are we.  You must move in and take what God has given you, and He will prepare you to 
do that: 



(Deuteronomy 11:24 NKJV)  “Every place on which the sole of your foot treads shall be yours: from the wilderness and 
Lebanon, from the river, the River Euphrates, even to the Western Sea, shall be your territory. 
(Deuteronomy 11:25 NKJV)  “No man shall be able to stand against you; the LORD your God will put the dread of you and the fear 
of you upon all the land where you tread, just as He has said to you. 
 
 



Exodus 15 
The Song of Moses: Exodus 15:1-21 

 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
Freed / Impossible Situation / God Comes through 
The children of Israel are freed from the bondage and slavery of Egypt and are now being led by God 
through the wilderness.  God lead His people to a place that appeared to be impossible, Egyptians behind 
them, the Red sea in front of them; but you know the story, you saw the movie, God puts them in a 
impossible situation to show how He comes through miraculously.  Same for us, the Lord will always 
come through for you. 
 
Getting Egypt out of Them / Examples for Us / Picture of Us / 1 Cor 10 
It will take them a year to get to the foot of the Promised Land, even though it should have only been a 1-
2 week journey.  The reason being is that it was nothing for God to take the people out of Egypt, but now 
He has to get Egypt out of the people.  Over these chapters and verses to come we will see their victories 
and their failings, all of which are real life examples for us, with spiritual application to our every day lives 
as we are being lead by the Lord on our way to the Promised Land.  Many of them failed in their faith, in 
their journey, and the Lord gives us this word so that we may not fall short of all that He has planned for 
us.  1 Corinthians has some sharp words for these people; the problem is that I see a lot of me in them, 
and them in me: 
(1 Corinthians 10:1 NKJV)  Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware that all our fathers were under the cloud, all passed 
through the sea, 
(1 Corinthians 10:2 NKJV)  all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 
(1 Corinthians 10:3 NKJV)  all ate the same spiritual food, 
(1 Corinthians 10:4 NKJV)  and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them, and that 
Rock was Christ. 
(1 Corinthians 10:5 NKJV)  But with most of them God was not well pleased, for their bodies were scattered in the wilderness. 
(1 Corinthians 10:6 NKJV)  Now these things became our examples, to the intent that we should not lust after evil things as they 
also lusted. 
(1 Corinthians 10:7 NKJV)  And do not become idolaters as were some of them. As it is written, “The people sat down to eat and 
drink, and rose up to play.” 

 
First – Last Song / God giving Victory over the Enemy / Good to Remember 
In this study we will see the first song in the Bible.  Interestingly the last song in the Bible is Revelation 15.  
Both are songs of victories, both songs of Moses.  These are both songs of God delivering His children 
and giving them victory of the enemy.  It is good for us to go back and read these songs from time to time 
to remind us of His power, and the guarantee of victories in our life.  
(Revelation 15:3 NKJV)  They sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying: “Great and marvelous 
are Your works, Lord God Almighty! Just and true are Your ways, O King of the saints! 
(Revelation 15:4 NKJV)  Who shall not fear You, O Lord, and glorify Your name? For You alone are holy. For all nations shall come 
and worship before You, For Your judgments have been manifested.” 

 
We’ll know the Song in Heaven – No Overheads 
It is good that we are studying this Bible as we do, for when we are in heaven, and this song comes up, 
we can just raise our hands, close our eyes and worship the Lord. The other people will have to keep one 
eye open to look at the overhead.  They will think we are Gods favorites or something because we know 
the words already. It’s good to study the Bible; we won’t look like some country bumpkins on our first visit 
to the big city. 
 
(Exodus 15:1 NKJV)  Then Moses and the children of Israel sang this song to the LORD, and 
spoke, saying: “I will sing to the LORD, For He has triumphed gloriously! The horse and its rider 
He has thrown into the sea! 



(Exodus 15:2 NKJV)  The LORD is my strength and song, And He has become my salvation; He is 
my God, and I will praise Him; My father’s God, and I will exalt Him. 
 
Lord 45 times in 18 Verses / Make Worship part of Devotion / Confuse the Enemy 
So the Song of Moses here in Exodus 15, we will see in this song the Name of the Lord is mentioned 45 
times in 18 verses. Now that is a worship song.  Can I encourage you again in this; make worship a part 
of your everyday devotion.  Worship takes you back to His greatness, and His greatness will put anything 
and everything in your life into its proper perspective.  Not to Mention as we have studied before, worship 
confuses the enemy, sends Him into a meltdown for it reminds him of what he once was, and never will 
be; in Revelation we see he (Satan) seeks to be worshipped, it is what he craves, thus when we worship 
the Lord it drives him crazy, causes confusion, and limits his ability to confuse us. 
 
First Song – Its after Freedom / Free to Express – Love and Adoration 
This is the first song in the Bible and it is after they have been set free from Egypt, bondage.  Man won’t 
have a song in his heart until after he leaves the bondages of sin.  When the man is freed from the 
bondages of sin, his heart is released too, and he is free to just express what is in and on his heart, and 
that is his love and adoration for his King who has broken his chains. 
 
Want to be on Worship Team / Out in the Foyer 
Verse 1 says they sang unto the Lord.  Want to be on the worship team, sing unto the Lord right there 
from your seat.  Many times people tell me they feel called to be on the worship team, but when worship 
begins, I see them out in the foyer talking.  A worshipper becomes a worship leader, it will never work the 
other way around, a person must already have the heart of worship if they are to be a worship leader, 
otherwise all they are is a musician.   
 
When Worship – Something Dynamic / Responding to the Lord’s Goodness 
Now when you worship the Lord, something dynamic is going on, you are responding to the goodness of 
the Lord, you give thanks you for all the Lord has done.   
 
Secondly – Reaching for God / Verse 2 OKJV – Prepare a Habitation 
Secondly, not only are you responding to God, but you are reaching for God. Verse 1 is responding, 
verse 2 is reaching for God.  It says in the OKJV, I will prepare a habitation for Him.   
(Exodus 15:2 KJV)  The LORD is my strength and song, and he is become my salvation: he is my God, and I will prepare him an 
habitation; my father’s God, and I will exalt him. 

 
Grasp This – Prepare a Place to / When worship – You Enthrone Him 
I hope you can grab this for all it is worth.  When we worship the Lord, we prepare a place for Him to 
come; Psalm 22:3, the Lord inhabits the praises of His people. The word for inhabits means throne. When 
you worship the Lord, you prepare a throne for Him to come and sit on.  You prepare a throne for your 
King to come sit on, and to absorb your praise. 
(Psalms 22:3 KJV)  But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel. 
 
(Psalms 22:3 NKJV)  But You are holy, Enthroned in the praises of Israel. 

 
Sing He Comes / When Feel Heavy – Prepare a Throne / Missing Church / Word becomes Richer 
When you sing from your heart, He comes and sits upon that throne. When you are feeling heavy, 
prepare a throne for Him. People who say I don’t feel like going to Church, too bad for you, you miss the 
opportunity to prepare a throne for Him. Jesus on the throne, there in your hearts, you can’t remain 
heavy, if anything else come to prepare a throne for your King.  Then guess what, the Word becomes so 
much richer after the Word (Jesus – John 1:1) takes His throne. Precious people, do it buy the lie, I’ll just 
stay home and watch the tube. The Lord inhabits the praises of His people, don’t rob yourself  
 
Times Don’t Sense Presence –  
Are there times where you don’t sense the presence of the Lord in your life?  John 4 says that the Lord 
seeks those who worship Him in spirit and truth.  Don’t try to seek and figure out where the Lord is; 
instead let the Lord come to you.  Enter into praise and worship, and He will come to you. 



(John 4:23 NKJV)  “But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the 
Father is seeking such to worship Him. 
(John 4:24 NKJV)  “God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” 
 
So Many Blues Chased Away 
So much of the blues would be chased away if people would just come and worship Him, to prepare a 
habitation for Him.  
(Psalms 22:3 KJV)  But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel. 
 
(Psalms 22:3 NKJV)  But You are holy, Enthroned in the praises of Israel 
 
(Exodus 15:3 NKJV)  The LORD is a man of war; The LORD is His name. 
 
Lord is God of War / God is a Warrior / Satan’s Lie / God fights for His People 
The Lord is a God of war, and He fights for you. God is a warrior, people are being attacked, and God 
protects His people. Satan loves to put that in unbelievers mind, how can a God of love hurt people. God 
is a warrior, and He will fight for His people.  Get saved, and you will see how He fights for you, and you 
will be glad that He is a warrior, and that He fights for His people. 
 
God is Our Example / Wives – Husbands 
He is our example; wives did you go to baffle for your husband today, husbands did you?  Did the both of 
you go to war for your kids? We are to be people of war; we are to be like our Lord.  We are told we are to 
take the Kingdom by violence.  Parents quit reacting, and start attacking. 
(Ephesians 6:12 NKJV)  For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers 
of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 
(Ephesians 6:13 NKJV)  Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having 
done all, to stand. 
 
(Matthew 11:12 NKJV)  “And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and the violent 
take it by force. 
 
(James 5:16 NKJV) ………..The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much. 

 
Christians want Peace / Never going to Get It / Must be People of War 
There are forces coming against us. Christians want peace, you can have peace with God, but you will 
never have peace with these forces.  We must be people of war. Battle in the spiritual realm, be a people 
of prayer.  How important that every Christian stop looking for love, joy, peace and happiness, get out of 
their pajamas, and into the armor.  Christian   
 
(Exodus 15:4 NKJV)  Pharaoh’s chariots and his army He has cast into the sea; His chosen 
captains also are drowned in the Red Sea. 
(Exodus 15:5 NKJV)  The depths have covered them; They sank to the bottom like a stone. 
 
Red Sea – not Reed Sea / Needs no Help / He Parts Seas in Your Life / Quit making Excuses  
The depths, this isn’t the Reed Sea, but the Red Sea.  The Reed Sea is like 3 foot deep, 3 foot is not 
depths.  It was the Red Sea, and God parted the waters.  People try to dispel the miracle, sadly some are 
even professing Christian scholars who are trying to help God out.  You don’t want to serve or follow any 
God who needs help.  The God who can part Seas, is the God who is able to part what is ever in your 
way that keeps you from a victorious Christian Life.  Christian can I encourage you in that tonight, quit 
making excuses of why you can’t have victory, why there can’t be a miracle in your life, whether it be your 
attitude, your lukewarm heart, a sin that you won’t let go.  Quit making excuses of why it is still there, and 
just ask the Lord to part the sea, and then ask the Lord for the faith to walk through what He has parted.  
It is parted, this I can tell you, will you walk through what He parted is the question.  I pray that you do, for 
there is a victory celebration on the other side, there will be a victory song for you to sing if you.  I pray 
that you will, God cries out to you tonight that you will. 
 
(Exodus 15:6 NKJV)  “Your right hand, O LORD, has become glorious in power; Your right hand, O 
LORD, has dashed the enemy in pieces. 



(Exodus 15:7 NKJV)  And in the greatness of Your excellence You have overthrown those who 
rose against You; You sent forth Your wrath; It consumed them like stubble. 
(Exodus 15:8 NKJV)  And with the blast of Your nostrils The waters were gathered together; The 
floods stood upright like a heap; The depths congealed in the heart of the sea. 
 
What a Sight / Kids Stopping 
What a sight that must have been.  I wonder if you could see the sea creatures as they walked through.  
You know how kids are, they can be distracted by a blade of grass if you are trying to get them to do 
something, or go somewhere.  The kids would be like cool, trying to put their hands in the water and 
touch the fish, stick their heads in the other side, the parents would be like Johnny get stop that, you’re 
going to make the walls collapse, or you’re gona get your hand bitten off. 
 
(Exodus 15:9 NKJV)  The enemy said, ‘I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the spoil; My desire 
shall be satisfied on them. I will draw my sword, My hand shall destroy them.’ 
(Exodus 15:10 NKJV)  You blew with Your wind, The sea covered them; They sank like lead in the 
mighty waters. 
(Exodus 15:11 NKJV)  “Who is like You, O LORD, among the gods? Who is like You, glorious in 
holiness, Fearful in praises, doing wonders? 
(Exodus 15:12 NKJV)  You stretched out Your right hand; The earth swallowed them. 
(Exodus 15:13 NKJV)  You in Your mercy have led forth The people whom You have redeemed; 
You have guided them in Your strength To Your holy habitation. 
 
Good to Remember Past Victories / Part of Devotion 
It is good to remember the past victories in your life, they will give you strength for your future battles.  
Also, I encourage you to daily, make Thanksgiving a part of your morning devotion.  As you do, you’ll 
have more confidence and less stress in the supplications (the things you are asking for) for that day.  
What God has done in the past is a demonstration of what he will do in the future. 
 
(Exodus 15:14 NKJV)  “The people will hear and be afraid; Sorrow will take hold of the inhabitants 
of Philistia. 
(Exodus 15:15 NKJV)  Then the chiefs of Edom will be dismayed; The mighty men of Moab, 
Trembling will take hold of them; All the inhabitants of Canaan will melt away. 
 
Worried because Egyptians Whipped Them 
They worry because the Egyptians whipped the Philistines, and The Hebrews whipped the Egyptians. 
 
(Exodus 15:16 NKJV)  Fear and dread will fall on them; By the greatness of Your arm They will be 
as still as a stone, Till Your people pass over, O LORD, Till the people pass over Whom You have 
purchased. 
 
Purchased / Proleptic Statement 
Verse 16 – Whom You have purchased – Proleptically speaking (looking at something future as if it 
already happened) they are speaking, as if it has already happened. God will purchase them with His 
blood.  
 
Looked forward to What we Enjoy / Great Time we Live In / Cloud of Witnesses 
They looked forward to what we enjoy today.  What a great day we live in, we need not wait, God 
tabernacles in us and with us. How they longed to have what we enjoy.  If you are lukewarm today, the 
cloud of witness in heaven are saying you have no idea what you have, oh to have what you have while 
we walked on this earth: 
(2 Corinthians 6:16 NKJV)  And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As God 
has said: “I will dwell in them And walk among them. I will be their God, And they shall be My people.” 

 
(Exodus 15:17 NKJV)  You will bring them in and plant them In the mountain of Your inheritance, 
In the place, O LORD, which You have made For Your own dwelling, The sanctuary, O LORD, 
which Your hands have established. 



 
Jerusalem 
This is Jerusalem  
 
(Exodus 15:18 NKJV)  “The LORD shall reign forever and ever.” 
(Exodus 15:19 NKJV)  For the horses of Pharaoh went with his chariots and his horsemen into the 
sea, and the LORD brought back the waters of the sea upon them. But the children of Israel went 
on dry land in the midst of the sea. 
 
End of Male Chorus 
This is the end of the male chorus, now the women are going to sing. 
 
(Exodus 15:20 NKJV)  Then Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took the timbrel in her 
hand; and all the women went out after her with timbrels and with dances. 
(Exodus 15:21 NKJV)  And Miriam answered them: “Sing to the LORD, For He has triumphed 
gloriously! The horse and its rider He has thrown into the sea!” 
 
90 yrs Old / 600K  
Miriam is the sister of Moses and Aaron. She is a prophetess, about 90 years old at this time.  If there 
were 600, 000 men, there could well have been 600, 00 woman dancing. What a sight this must have 
been. 
 
How Powerful if this Side of Sea / Chance for Greatness / Lost Opportunity Once past the Sea  
Imagine reading chapter 15, back in chapter 13.  Consider this, how much powerful this song would have 
been if they grabbed the tambourine on the other side of the Red sea.  Once the crisis is over, and you 
are on dry land, you have lost the opportunity for real greatness.  Real greatness sings the song, praises 
the Lord, shake the tambourine when they are boxed in, when things are there darkest.    
 
Sing in the Darkness / Sing & He will Come / Bring Light in Dark Place / Illumination for Others 
Hey sing that song in the darkness, and He will come and inhabit the praises of His people.  It will bring 
light into that dark place. It will bring illumination for other people who are watching.  
 
Parents – Kids Watching / Seize Opportunity for Real Greatness 
Parents, your kids are watching your marriage, neighbors too. This is the opportunity, our time for 
greatness, let us seize the opportunity.  It will affect not only this Red sea experience, but your next Red 
Sea experiences also as you grow in confidence that the Lord knows what He is doing in your life.   
 
We Realize too Late / We can be Grateful – Missed being Great  
The chances for greatness don’t come very often, too man times we realize the opportunity after it has 
passed.  We can be grateful, but we have missed the opportunity to great. They were grateful but missed 
the opportunity to be great.   
 
Don’t Complain / Shake Tambourine / Let Kids say my Parents were Great 
Don’t complain, go lukewarm, or worse backslide when you are in a hard stop, I pray today that if that if 
that is you, you will shake the tambourine, sing praise, for your kids watching will say, my mom, my dad, 
were great Christians, how blessed I was to grow up in that home.  
 
 
 



The Bitterness of Marah – The Sweetness of the Tree 
Exodus 15:22-27 

 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
Freed / Impossible Situation / God Comes through 
The children of Israel are freed from the bondage and slavery of Egypt and are now being led by God 
through the wilderness.  God lead His people to a place that appeared to be impossible, Egyptians behind 
them, the Red Sea in front of them; but you know the story, you saw the movie, God puts them in a 
impossible situation to show how He comes through miraculously.  Same for us, the Lord will always 
come through for you. 
 
Getting Egypt out of Them / Examples for Us / Picture of Us / 1 Cor 10 
It will take them a year to get to the foot of the Promised Land, even though it should have only been a 1-
2 week journey.  The reason being is that it was nothing for God to take the people out of Egypt, but now 
He has to get Egypt out of the people.  Over these chapters and verses to come we will see their victories 
and their failings, all of which are real life examples for us, with spiritual application to our every day lives 
as we are being lead by the Lord on our way to the Promised Land.  Many of them failed in their faith, in 
their journey, and the Lord gives us this word so that we may not fall short of all that He has planned for 
us.  1 Corinthians has some sharp words for these people; the problem is that I see a lot of me in them, 
and them in me: 
(1 Corinthians 10:1 NKJV)  Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware that all our fathers were under the cloud, all  passed 
through the sea, 
(1 Corinthians 10:2 NKJV)  all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 
(1 Corinthians 10:3 NKJV)  all ate the same spiritual food, 
(1 Corinthians 10:4 NKJV)  and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them, and that 
Rock was Christ. 
(1 Corinthians 10:5 NKJV)  But with most of them God was not well pleased, for their bodies were scattered in the wilderness. 
(1 Corinthians 10:6 NKJV)  Now these things became our examples, to the intent that we should not lust after evil things as they 
also lusted. 
(1 Corinthians 10:7 NKJV)  And do not become idolaters as were some of them. As it is written, “The people sat down to eat and 
drink, and rose up to play.” 

 
Brought to Hopeless – See His Power / When Bitterness Takes Root – How to Handle 
In this passage, we will again see the children of Israel brought to a place that seems so hopeless, but 
once again God will show them His great powers.  For us this story is a great reminder of His wonder 
working power that is available for His children, and it has tremendous spiritual application for us, and our 
everyday lives, most specifically, when bitterness has taken root within us, what we need to recognize, 
and how we are to handle it. 
 
(Exodus 15:22 NKJV)  So Moses brought Israel from the Red Sea; then they went out into the 
Wilderness of Shur. And they went three days in the wilderness and found no water. 
(Exodus 15:23 NKJV)  Now when they came to Marah, they could not drink the waters of Marah, 
for they were bitter. Therefore the name of it was called Marah. 
(Exodus 15:24 NKJV)  And the people complained against Moses, saying, “What shall we drink?” 
(Exodus 15:25 NKJV)  So he cried out to the LORD, and the LORD showed him a tree. When he 
cast it into the waters, the waters were made sweet. There He made a statute and an ordinance for 
them. And there He tested them, 
(Exodus 15:26 NKJV)  and said, “If you diligently heed the voice of the LORD your God and do 
what is right in His sight, give ear to His commandments and keep all His statutes, I will put none 
of the diseases on you which I have brought on the Egyptians. For I am the LORD who heals you.” 
(Exodus 15:27 NKJV)  Then they came to Elim, where there were twelve wells of water and seventy 
palm trees; so they camped there by the waters. 



 
Red Sea – 3 Days without Water / Questioning Moses / Stay Balanced 
So they go from a mountain top experience, seeing the Army of Egypt buried, seeing walls of water on 
each side of them as they walked through on dry ground, they have a major worship celebration.  But 
then 3 days later, they are out of water, are now maybe even questioning if Moses had them following the 
right pillar.  3 days without water will make you desperate, you won’t be singing much.  How important 
that our lives be by balanced.  That is the problem with overly emotional churches, overly emotional 
preaching, with no balanced teaching, because at some point we enter our droughts, and we really don’t 
feel like singing and shaking the tambourine, we want to know that God has a word for us, we want some 
assurance.  That assurance can be found in the Word; and as we spoke in our last study, the confidence 
in God’s Word will bring us to the place where we will sing a song of praise unto Him knowing that He will 
part and see His child through any Red Sea experience. 
(Jeremiah 29:11 NKJV)  For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give 
you a future and a hope. 
(Jeremiah 29:12 NKJV)  Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. 

 
Egypt Out of People / Tent town – Ethan  
Now it was one thing getting His people out of Egypt, it is another thing getting Egypt out of His people.  
So God is going to do a work on their journey.  Stop 1 on their journey was Tent Town (Succoth).  We are 
pilgrims in this world, just passing through.  We need to take a whole lot of things less serious here on 
earth, we are just passing through, we need to set our heart on things above.   Their second stop was 
Ethan, which means “He is with us”.  Even in the wilderness, on the brink of disaster, God is with us, and 
will guide us, by His cloud, so stay under the cloud, keep cool; Even in the fiery trials. God still leads in 
the darkness, in the fiery trials.  
 
Pi Hashiroth / Feel Trapped – Uncomfortable / We made an Agreement 
The third stop (Pi Hahiroth), their back was to the Red sea, they feel trapped, boxed in, then God open 
the Red sea to show them His power, and that the Egyptians would know Him.  God will put us in an 
uncomfortable position so that others will see Him and come to know Him.  Remember, we made an 
agreement with Him, He takes our sin and shame, and we give Him our lives. Lord, do with us as you 
choose, you will do well to remember that. 
 
4th Stop -  Marah – Bitterness / Life mixture of Bitterness & Sweetness 
Now the fourth stop, Marah, which means bitterness. Many times what we think will be cool and 
wonderful, turns out to be bitter.  This is a lesson about life, for life is a mixture of bitterness and 
sweetness. 
 
Christians Expect only Goodness / Bitterness has us Seek First Kingdom 
Somehow Christians think their life should only be sweetness, and then get bitter at God when life gets 
bitter, if life was only sweet, we would have no desire for heaven, and we would not seek first the 
kingdom. We are pilgrims.   
 
Life is Laboratory – Trials are X-rays / Trial exposes what Within 
Life is a Laboratory, and trials are the X-ray. We will never know what is in us, until a trial exposes it. It is 
easy to shake the tambourine as we watch the Red sea close on our enemy, but a whole lot different 
when we see the enemy closing in on us.  It is not the trial that makes a person bitter, if only reveals what 
is in our heart. 
 
Remember My Trial / Right Circumstances I could Curse God 
I remember my trial, I had praised the Lord month one and two, I had just graduated Bible College knew 
everything thing I was suppose to do theologically, but as the trial wore in, in the later months I found 
myself becoming bitter, angry, questioning God, and then a day came and I screamed out at Him, I said r 
I was tired of it, to take it all, then at that moment, God showed me my heart, He showed Me how given 
the right circumstances, that I could curse Him. That moment was a crushing blow to my self-
righteousness, my self powers, and being judgmental. 
 



Become Much More Tender / Realized but Dust 
I become so much more tender and understanding to the person who was struggling because I Realized, 
I am nothing, but dust, saved by grace by a gracious and Merciful God. I thank God for that trial, it 
changed me forever.  
 
(Exodus 15:22 NKJV)  So Moses brought Israel from the Red Sea; then they went out into the 
Wilderness of Shur. And they went three days in the wilderness and found no water. 
 
Examples for Us / Lead by Pillar 
These things are examples for us, Lessons for us.  We need to remind ourselves that the pillar is leading 
them.  The pillar leads them to the wilderness, to a place without water. 
 
Not in Habitual Sin 
Now it is important to see that they were not in some kind of habitual sin. We can enter hard times and 
think that we had done something wrong and God is judging us.  So we confess every sin in the last 20 
years, and still nothing changes.  Here we see an example that God leads us to place to show us 
something about ourselves, and something about our God. 
 
(Exodus 15:23 NKJV)  Now when they came to Marah, they could not drink the waters of Marah, 
for they were bitter. Therefore the name of it was called Marah. 
(Exodus 15:24 NKJV)  And the people complained against Moses, saying, “What shall we drink?” 
 
People Complained 
The people complained. The water was bitter and the people became bitter, 
 
(Exodus 15:25 NKJV)  So he cried out to the LORD, and the LORD showed him a tree. When he 
cast it into the waters, the waters were made sweet. There He made a statute and an ordinance for 
them. And there He tested them, 
 
Tree – Symbolic of Cross 
Verse 25 – God says cast it into the water, 1 Peter 2:24, the tree is symbolic of the Cross.  
(1 Peter 2:24 NKJV)  who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for 
righteousness; by whose stripes you were healed. 
 
Moses Applied the Tree to Bitter – Became Sweet / God gave Best – Keep Nothing from Us 
Verse 25 –The Lord showed him a tree. Moses applied the tree to the bitterness, and it became 
sweetness. This tree is a picture of the Cross.  Whatever the situation, whatever the circumstances, the 
tree added will sweeten the situation, will make the situation palatable.  God has given us His very best, if 
He has given us His very best then what could He possibly ever keep from us.  The cross will bring all 
things into perspective. No matter how bitter our circumstances become. 
 
Imagine 3 Days of Thirst / Life can be Like That – What Thought Sweet becomes Bitter 
Imagine after 3 days of thirst, they see the water, they run to it, dive in, drink up, then have to spit it out. 
Life can be like that, a relationship, an occupation, a ministry, what we thought was going to bring 
refreshment brings bitterness, anger, and then we complain. 
 
3 Views 
In every situation you are in, look at the situation from 3 views, from your view, from God’s view, and then 
from the view of the other person involved. 
 

Your View 

Rarely Affects Other Person / Robs You 
When you are bitter, it rarely affects the other person, but it does affect you, it eats away at you. 
Yes, even those who have abused you, those who have used you, who do not appreciate you. 
 
Tested – Shows they are Bitter / Life is a Laboratory / Out of Mouth Condition of Heart 



Verse 25 – And there He tested them – Tested them-not to make them bitter, but to show them they are 
bitter.  Life is a Laboratory, and trials are the X-ray. We will never know what is in us, until a trial exposes 
it. It is easy to shake the tambourine as we watch the Red sea close on our enemy, but a whole lot 
different when we see the enemy closing in on us.  It is not the trial that makes a person bitter, if only 
reveals what is in our heart.  When we speak, we only reveal what is in our heart 
(Matthew 12:34 NKJV)  “Brood of vipers! How can you, being evil, speak good things? For out of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth speaks. 
 

God’s View 
 
Complain against Moses – Complain against God / God Allowed It 
They murmur against Moses, not to God. When you complain against your spouse, or whoever, you are 
actually complaining against God, for God allowed it, He may even have brought it into your life to show 
you the condition of your heart.  Now if you are bitter about a situation or someone because you willfully 
went against Gods Word, you need to look at yourself and see if it were not for my disobedience, I would 
not have been in the situation to start with.  God’s word is to protect us, and to provide for us.  The only 
thing He ever wants to take away from us, keep us from, are things that are going to hurt us.  
 
God Lead them Here 
So God lead them to this place, so to complain against Moses, is to Complain against God 
 

The Other Person 

 
Recognize them Individually  
Even if it is a group of people, look at each person individually, for each individual is recognized by God 
individually. 
 
How add Cross to Bitter Situation? / Christ died for that/their Sin 
How do you add the cross to a bitter situation?  Well we say, someone has to pay for hurting me, its not 
fair. The Lord says, can I show you a tree, for I died for that specific act against you, I took that sin they 
did against you, just as I took all your sins you did against others.  That day at Calvary I died for all the 
sins of the world.  The sins Christ took were not general, but specific.  It was not here is my sin, rather it 
was here are my specific sins. 
 
Communion Celebrate their Forgiveness Too / Can’t be Bitter and Hold Cup 
Tonight we will take communion, celebrating every sin is forgiven and paid for, so too are theirs, they are 
forgiven too, just as we are. Have you ever had communion, celebrating not just your forgiveness, but 
someone else. You can t be bitter when you hold the cup and realize that God has forgiven them, and 
loves them, suddenly, the waters become sweet 
 
What if Christians / Ask God to show their Condition / Slave – Hell / Have Sorrow 
What if they are not Christians? For Me, I asked the Lord to show me their condition.  If you will stop and 
let God show you, you will see a person who is a slave to sin.  More so, you will see a person destined for 
Hell, destined to burn where the fire is never quenched.  You pray for your enemies, pray for those that 
have hurt you, and you will begin to have sorrow for that person, for you will see that no matter how bad 
things are for you, you are going to heaven, but for them, they are going to hell. 
 
Talk about being Robbed / 1 John 3:22 
We had said earlier that the person that has hurt you, rarely is affected by it, they usually just go on living 
as if nothing happened.  Do you want to talk about how they have robbed you, we say God change the 
situation, we cry out in our prayers, change my hurt and bitterness, change this situation I am in.  But 
listen carefully to this, and let us be honest, bitterness is a form of hatred, and that very hatred keeps you 
from having your prayer answered.  In 1 John 3:22, it says that whatsoever we ask of Him, we receive of 
Him, because …………………we keep His commandments, and do what is pleasing in His sight.  So our 
hatred, blocks us from prayers being answered, because we are not keeping His commandments and 
doing what is pleasing in His sight: 



(1 John 3:22 NKJV)  And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do those things that are 
pleasing in His sight. 
(1 John 3:23 NKJV)  And this is His commandment: that we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ and love one 
another, as He gave us commandment. 
 
What is Pleasing 
What is pleasing in His sight, go to the Beatitudes: 
(Matthew 5:3 NKJV)  “Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
(Matthew 5:4 NKJV)  Blessed are those who mourn, For they shall be comforted. 
(Matthew 5:5 NKJV)  Blessed are the meek, For they shall inherit the earth. 
(Matthew 5:6 NKJV)  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, For they shall be filled. 
(Matthew 5:7 NKJV)  Blessed are the merciful, For they shall obtain mercy. 
(Matthew 5:8 NKJV)  Blessed are the pure in heart, For they shall see God. 
(Matthew 5:9 NKJV)  Blessed are the peacemakers, For they shall be called sons of God. 
(Matthew 5:10 NKJV)  Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
(Matthew 5:11 NKJV)  “Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My 
sake. 
(Matthew 5:12 NKJV)  “Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets 
who were before you. 

 
Love our Enemies – Be Perfect 
We are told to love our enemies.  Notice that God ends verse 48 of chapter 6, by saying be perfect, these 
are the things He requires of us.  God says if you want your prayers answered, there is a requirement of 
your side: 
(Matthew 5:43 NKJV)  “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 
(Matthew 5:44 NKJV)  “But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for 
those who spitefully use you and persecute you, 
(Matthew 5:45 NKJV)  “that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and 
sends rain on the just and on the unjust. 
(Matthew 5:46 NKJV)  “For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 
(Matthew 5:47 NKJV)  “And if you greet your brethren only, what do you do more than others? Do not even the tax collectors do so?  
(Matthew 5:48 NKJV)  “Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect. 

 
Refuse to Forgive – Not Forgiven by God / Positionally – Relationally  
In fact, in Matthew 6:14, God says that if you refuse to forgive others, God isn’t going to forgive you.  
What a minute you may say, I thought every sin past, present, and future was washed away, it 
was……positionally.  Positionally you are a son or daughter of God and you have been washed in the 
blood and nothing can ever change you position in Him.  However, relationally, sin today, unconfessed 
sin effects your relationship with Him.  Just as in your home, if a child is in rebellion, you still love them, 
you still call them child, but there is a tension in the home and that tension won’t subside until that 
particular situation is dealt with.   
(Matthew 6:14 NKJV)  “For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 
(Matthew 6:15 NKJV)  “But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 

 
Don’t let them Take any More Away / Apply Tree – Go to Tree 
Beloved don’t let them take any more than they already have, apply the tree, go to the tree, move on.   
 
Missionaries in Asia 
I heard of these Missionaries in Asia. A father and a daughter were caught in a fire, there was no place to 
go, and they were boxed in. So the father started a backfire which started to burn towards the 
approaching fire, down wind of the approaching fire.  So when the fire came from the one side, they 
simply stepped into the part that had already burned.  They were both preserved. The safest place to be 
when the fires come is the place that has already been burned. That is the cross, the wrath of sin and 
death has been consumed, burned up there, all there is nothing left to burn there, fire can’t burn there, 
and it is there that we step back into, the cross, and we are safe.  
 
Apply – Go to what Consumed / Expectations of Others Lower / From Cross remember all I Hurt 
Apply the tree, go to what has already been consumed.  When I go back to the cross, my expectations of 
others becomes real low.  They become low because I see myself very clearly, and I see myself for who I 
am.  I notice I also become a lot less judgmental, and demanding there at the cross.  From the cross I can 
think of all the people over my life who I have let down, or hurt (whether intentional or ignorantly – but it 



hurt them none the less).  I see myself, I see them, and I see God, and I find myself softening, and 
sweetening. 
 
In Biblical Counsel 
Let me add to all those who give Biblical counseling, don’t give the person a pity party.  Don’t tell them 
they have a right to be bitter (now I’m not saying to defend the guilty or diminish the pain), but what I am 
saying is, bring them back to this study, and these points.  Show them that bitterness robs them, show 
them that God allowed it and they should not complain against God, and remind them that that persons 
sins were forgiven at the cross.  Apply the tree to the situation. 
 

Conclusion 
Bitterness Robs – Give yourself  Gift 
Bitterness, can rob you. Is there someone, or an event that has left you bitter, maybe an ex-spouse, 
a boyfriend, girlfriend, a boss, maybe a parent. Can I tell you, give yourself a gift, and forgive them. 
 
Look at Jesus being Nailed / No Bitterness in Him / Pray you Set Free Tonight 
Look at Jesus, He was being nailed, literally, and from His mouth comes forgiveness, because three was 
no bitterness within Him.  How about when I am being nailed, what comes out?  Am I dreaming, making 
this a nice study, but in reality it is not practical for any of us.  Not at all, on the contrary I pray that many 
of you will be set free tonight from the bitterness that has been eating at you. 
 
God wants to Show us Things – That Why Leads us to Places 
God wants to show us something, that is why He leads us to such places. 
 
(Exodus 15:26 NKJV)  and said, “If you diligently heed the voice of the LORD your God and do 
what is right in His sight, give ear to His commandments and keep all His statutes, I will put none 
of the diseases on you which I have brought on the Egyptians. For I am the LORD who heals you.” 
 
None of these Diseases – Bitterness Disease of World 
Verse 26 – God Says if you do what I am telling you, the diseases that affect others will not affect you. 
For us, if you forgive, then you won’t be bitter, and bitterness won’t eat you from within.  Bitterness is a 
disease of the world, and it is eating people and destroying their lives.  God says listen to Me, look at 
these things, I have taught you, apply them to your life, and the disease of bitterness will not eat at you. 
 
(Exodus 15:27 NKJV)  Then they came to Elim, where there were twelve wells of water and seventy 
palm trees; so they camped there by the waters. 
 
Elam -  Mighty Ones / Fruit Trees – Waters / Not refreshed Sitting Around 
Verse 27 – Elim, which means mighty ones.  There at Elm, there were lots wells of water, and 70 palm 
trees, God brought them to an Oasis.  Interestingly a palm tree is the only fruit tree that bears more fruit in 
its later years, then early years. No coincidence, 12 disciples, and 70 sent out by Jesus.  Do you want to 
be refreshed and to produce fruit, be “Mighty” and serve.  People think they get refreshed by sitting at an 
oasis, being served.  But Jesus say the measure you give. It will be given to overflowing; 
(Mark 4:24 NKJV)  Then He said to them, “Take heed what you hear. With the same measure you use, it will be measured to you; 
and to you who hear, more will be given. 
(Mark 4:25 NKJV)  “For whoever has, to him more will be given; but whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken away 
from him.” 

 



Exodus 16 
Manna from Heaven: 16:1-36 

 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
Covered 5 Stops on their Journey to Mt Sinai 
The children of Israel have been freed from the bondage and slavery of Egypt; they are now on their 
journey to Mt. Sinai.  We have covered 5 stops to date, and will look at number 6 tonight: 

• Stop 1 on their journey was Tent Town (Succoth) (Ex 12:37).  We are pilgrims in this world, just 
passing through.  We need to take a whole lot of things less serious here on earth, we are just 
passing through, we need to set our heart on things above.   

• Stop 2 was Etham (Ex 13:20), which means “He is with us”.  Even in the wilderness, on the brink 
of disaster, God is with us, and will guide us, by His cloud, so stay under the cloud, keep cool; 
Even in the fiery trials. God still leads in the darkness, in the fiery trials.  

• Stop 3 was (Pi Hahiroth) (Ex 14:2), their back was to the Red sea, they feel trapped, boxed in, 
then God open the Red sea to show them His power, and that the Egyptians would know Him.  
God will put us in an uncomfortable position so that others will see Him and come to know Him.  
Remember, we made an agreement with Him, He takes our sin and shame, and we give Him our 
lives. Lord, do with us as you choose, you will do well to remember that. 

• Stop 4 was Marah (Ex 15:23), which means bitterness. Many times what we think will be cool and 
wonderful, turns out to be bitter.  This is a lesson about life, for life is a mixture of bitterness and 
sweetness.  We saw how in all situations that if we add the cross, even the bitter circumstances 
become sweet. 

• Stop 5 was Elim (Ex 15:27), which means mighty ones.  There at Elm, there were lots (12) wells 
of water, and 70 palm trees, God brought them to an Oasis, a place of refreshment.  We talked 
about that if you want to be refreshed and to produce fruit, and be “Mighty” then serve.  People 
think they get refreshed by sitting at an oasis, being served.  But Jesus say the measure you 
give. It will be given to overflowing (Matt 4:24-25). 

 
6th Stop 
Chapter 16, the 6th stop, the Wilderness of Sin. 
 
(Exodus 16:1 NKJV)  And they journeyed from Elim, and all the congregation of the children of 
Israel came to the Wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the 
second month after they departed from the land of Egypt. 
(Exodus 16:2 NKJV)  Then the whole congregation of the children of Israel complained against 
Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. 
(Exodus 16:3 NKJV)  And the children of Israel said to them, “Oh, that we had died by the hand of 
the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the pots of meat and when we ate bread to the full! 
For you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.” 
 
Selective Memory / Forget the Taskmaster 
How often we look back on the world with selective memory. We forget the whip of the taskmaster. 
These people were miserable, crying out to the Lord to come deliver them. They forgot the whip, they 
forgot watching their first born being thrown into the river to die. They forget their women being enslaved 
to the Egyptian for sexual favors.  They forget making bricks without straw.  
 
We Forget the Emptiness – Remember Good Times /  
How we do that, we forget what it was like when we lived in the world. We forget the emptiness, we forget 
the pain, and we forget the guilt and shame.  We remember and think of the good times back in the world 
and desire to go back, forgetting the pain that we endured.  



 
Think we smarter Now – Live with Wisdom in World / It is All or Nothing 
Here is also what I found happens so often, people think that somehow they will be able to balance the 
spiritual with the world.  They think they can be smarter in the world now that they know the Lord.  A 
person thinks they will take the wisdom they have learned in the world (what to avoid) and the wisdom 
they have gathered from the church, and go back to the world, and live the best of both worlds.  It won’t 
happen, it doesn’t happen that way. Beloved this Christian walk is all or nothing.  Jesus said anyone 
looking back is not worthy of Him: 
(Luke 9:62 NKJV)  But Jesus said to him, “No one, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.” 

 
Abundant Life – Setting Sights on Heaven / Won’t See Red Sea part in World / Perseverance 
I am not just speaking about going to bars, or hooking-up with an unbeliever; I am talking what is probably 
more prevalent among Christians today, and that is to take the position that being a disciple is hard work, 
it takes sacrifice.  As we say, salvation is free, but discipleship will cost you your life.  I am talking about 
checking out of the “Discipleship Program”, saying that this is too hard for me, it is too much work, it is 
taking too much sacrifice.  Salvation is free, but discipleship will cost you your life. 
 
The abundant life we all long for is by setting our sights on the Lord, on heaven, and going for it. 
I’ll tell you what you’ll never see in the world, you’ll never see the Red sea part, you’ll never see Gods 
miracles, you’ll never see your enemies defeated, and you’ll never sing the song of Moses, the song of 
victory.  Nor will you experience manna from heaven, or water from a Rock. If you have walked with the 
Lord for any length of time, we all have those types of stories to tell, we just seem to forget them in the 
midst of hard times, or just being on this long walk, this journey to heaven.  Christian, if you are 
considering going back to the world, don’t do it.  Hang in there. Perseverance is not about getting 
through, it is about hanging on too. Hang on to Jesus. Live to hear those words, well done thy good and 
faithful servant, hang on to Jesus, He will get you through.   
 
(Exodus 16:4 NKJV)  Then the LORD said to Moses, “Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you. 
And the people shall go out and gather a certain quota every day, that I may test them, whether 
they will walk in My law or not. 
 
Test them with Blessing / Top 20% / Job and All Have is Blessing of God – Where will it Draw Us 
Verse 4 – That I may test them – God is going to bless them, and He wants to see what they will do with 
this bread, with this blessing.  God says I will bless them and see if they will continue to walk in my law.  
God does the same today, especially if you live in the USA.  We live in the top 20% of financial prosperity, 
the average, just the average; American is richer than 80% of the rest of the world’s population.  God 
would say still today, I will bless them, and see what they do with all the blessings.  The job you had is 
from me, the home, the food, the cars, all these things are from me to you as a blessing, now what will 
you do with it.  Will they draw you closer to me, or will they cause you to be drawn away from me.  
 
(Exodus 16:5 NKJV)  “And it shall be on the sixth day that they shall prepare what they bring in, 
and it shall be twice as much as they gather daily.” 
(Exodus 16:6 NKJV)  Then Moses and Aaron said to all the children of Israel, “At evening you shall 
know that the LORD has brought you out of the land of Egypt. 
(Exodus 16:7 NKJV)  “And in the morning you shall see the glory of the LORD; for He hears your 
complaints against the LORD. But what are we, that you complain against us?” 
(Exodus 16:8 NKJV)  Also Moses said, “This shall be seen when the LORD gives you meat to eat 
in the evening, and in the morning bread to the full; for the LORD hears your complaints which 
you make against Him. And what are we? Your complaints are not against us but against the 
LORD.” 
 
Complaint is Against God / Underline in Bible 
Complain about your boss, your spouse, your situation, you are complaining against the Lord, for He 
allowed it. Underline this in your Bible. 
 



(Exodus 16:9 NKJV)  Then Moses spoke to Aaron, “Say to all the congregation of the children of 
Israel, ‘Come near before the LORD, for He has heard your complaints.’” 
(Exodus 16:10 NKJV)  Now it came to pass, as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the 
children of Israel, that they looked toward the wilderness, and behold, the glory of the LORD 
appeared in the cloud. 
(Exodus 16:11 NKJV)  And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 
(Exodus 16:12 NKJV)  “I have heard the complaints of the children of Israel. Speak to them, 
saying, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall be filled with bread. And you 
shall know that I am the LORD your God.’” 
 
Verse Should Read 
Verse 12 – “I have heard the complaints of the children of Israel. Speak to them, saying, ‘At twilight, 
“Behold, I will rain fire down from heaven upon them, I will bring boils upon them, I will send plagues upon 
them, I will bring my wrath upon those whining, ungrateful, good-for-nothing punks, I am sick of hearing 
them complain! And you shall know that I am the LORD your God.’”  - That is what it would read if I was 
on the throne, but not our Heavenly Father, He says I will rain bread, blessing upon them.  What a loving 
God.  All that we are – sinners and rebellious, yet God would still pour fresh water upon us, and rain 
bread from heaven for us.  Meeting our needs and beyond, even when we question His love and 
provision for us. 
 
Man Complains – God gives Grace / Sign of Spiritual Depth 
They complain, and God gives grace.  What a loving Father. How I need to sow this deep in my heart. 
How I can be so impatient when someone is whining or complaining.  Remember what we said, it was 
nothing for the Lord to take them out of Egypt, but it is a whole another thing to get Egypt out of them. So 
too, when someone is continually complaining about something, it is an indicator of their spiritual maturity. 
A quick indicator of spiritual maturity is the amount a person complains. 
 
Mature Christian knows he Could Change Situation 
The mature Christian knows, that if God chose to, He could change the situation immediately, but rather 
He chooses to allow it, therefore He is desirous to do a work, in me, or in this situation. 
 
(Exodus 16:13 NKJV)  So it was that quails came up at evening and covered the camp, and in the 
morning the dew lay all around the camp. 
(Exodus 16:14 NKJV)  And when the layer of dew lifted, there, on the surface of the wilderness, 
was a small round substance, as fine as frost on the ground. 
(Exodus 16:15 NKJV)  So when the children of Israel saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?” 
For they did not know what it was. And Moses said to them, “This is the bread which the LORD 
has given you to eat. 
(Exodus 16:16 NKJV)  “This is the thing which the LORD has commanded: ‘Let every man gather it 
according to each one’s need, one omer for each person, according to the number of persons; let 
every man take for those who are in his tent.’” 
 
Omer – 6 Pints / Miracle on 6th Day Too 
One Omer was 6 pints. On the average that was about 12-million pints a day (based on 2 million people).  
That equals 9 million pounds or 4,500 tons……….everyday, and then double those numbers for the 6th 
day.  Someone figured that it would take a train with 300 boxcars filled to the brim, everyday.   What a 
truly miraculous provision of God, how great and marvelous He is.  Another miracle is that on the 6th day, 
that manna lasted for 2 days without rotting, but only on that day. 
 
(Exodus 16:17 NKJV)  Then the children of Israel did so and gathered, some more, some less. 
(Exodus 16:18 NKJV)  So when they measured it by omers, he who gathered much had nothing 
left over, and he who gathered little had no lack. Every man had gathered according to each one’s 
need. 
(Exodus 16:19 NKJV)  And Moses said, “Let no one leave any of it till morning.” 
(Exodus 16:20 NKJV)  Notwithstanding they did not heed Moses. But some of them left part of it 
until morning, and it bred worms and stank. And Moses was angry with them. 



 
Thought Clever – turns to Worms / Go Against Word – Expect Worms 
What they thought was clever, turned to worms.  Anytime you go against the word of God, expect worms. 
 
(Exodus 16:21 NKJV)  So they gathered it every morning, every man according to his need. And 
when the sun became hot, it melted. 
(Exodus 16:22 NKJV)  And so it was, on the sixth day, that they gathered twice as much bread, 
two omers for each one. And all the rulers of the congregation came and told Moses. 
(Exodus 16:23 NKJV)  Then he said to them, “This is what the LORD has said: ‘Tomorrow is a 
Sabbath rest, a holy Sabbath to the LORD. Bake what you will bake today, and boil what you will 
boil; and lay up for yourselves all that remains, to be kept until morning.’” 
 
Sabbath Used / Never heard of Before / No Rest in World 
This is the first time the word Sabbath is used in the Scriptures.  This is the first working group to be given 
a day of rest.  It was an unknown concept in any other nation.  They complain about wanting to go back to 
Egypt; but they worked 7 days a week, 365 days a year there.  There is no rest in the world. 
 
(Exodus 16:24 NKJV)  So they laid it up till morning, as Moses commanded; and it did not stink, 
nor were there any worms in it. 
(Exodus 16:25 NKJV)  Then Moses said, “Eat that today, for today is a Sabbath to the LORD; today 
you will not find it in the field. 
(Exodus 16:26 NKJV)  “Six days you shall gather it, but on the seventh day, which is the Sabbath, 
there will be none.” 
 
God wants us Refreshed 
God says I want you to relax and be refreshed.  Some of us need to learn how to slow down and just 
relax, we are wearing ourselves out, and that is not the will of the Lord.  My yoke is easy, My burden is 
light: 
(Matthew 11:29 NKJV)  “Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. 
(Matthew 11:30 NKJV)  “For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” 

 
(Exodus 16:27 NKJV)  Now it happened that some of the people went out on the seventh day to 
gather, but they found none. 
(Exodus 16:28 NKJV)  And the LORD said to Moses, “How long do you refuse to keep My 
commandments and My laws? 
(Exodus 16:29 NKJV)  “See! For the LORD has given you the Sabbath; therefore He gives you on 
the sixth day bread for two days. Let every man remain in his place; let no man go out of his place 
on the seventh day.” 
 
People wanting to Double Up / Get Ahead / Day will Come – Nothing 
How many people say forget the day of rest, I’m going to get ahead, work on Sunday, and get twice as 
much.  This is a great example, they got nothing. I know there are jobs that leave you no choice but to 
work on Sunday, but for most you don’t have to work on Sunday. God wants you to have a day of rest to 
relax, to be refreshed, to commune with Him, and with your family.  Let me give a word of warning to 
those who never take that day; there may come a day when you come home on that seventh day, and 
there will be none, nothing. You’ll walk into your home and your kids won’t know you, or will not even take 
a second look at you.  You will be little more than a stranger to them. Your spouse will be distant too.  
Families make that day, set it apart, your marriage needs it, and your kids want it. 
 
(Exodus 16:30 NKJV)  So the people rested on the seventh day. 
(Exodus 16:31 NKJV)  And the house of Israel called its name Manna. And it was like white 
coriander seed, and the taste of it was like wafers made with honey. 
 
Sweetness / Life before Him was Bland – Sour / Look forward to Worship 



The Lord could have made it taste bland, but instead makes it sweet. Psalm 78 said this was angel’s 
food.  I imagine they trades every manna recipe there was, they baked it, boiled it, they made manna 
bread, and manna-cotti, and every time it was sweet.  The Lord adds flavor to our lives, and it a sweet 
flavor.  How I love Him for that, how I love Him for who He is.  My life was anything but sweet before I 
knew Him, in many cases it was rather bland, in many times it was sour.  How He has brought sweetness 
to me.  I look forward to the time of worship after this teaching to give Him praise for His sweetness.   
(Psalms 78:24 NKJV)  Had rained down manna on them to eat, And given them of the bread of heaven. 
(Psalms 78:25 NKJV)  Men ate angels’ food; He sent them food to the full. 

 
(Exodus 16:32 NKJV)  Then Moses said, “This is the thing which the LORD has commanded: ‘Fill 
an omer with it, to be kept for your generations, that they may see the bread with which I fed you 
in the wilderness, when I brought you out of the land of Egypt.’” 
(Exodus 16:33 NKJV)  And Moses said to Aaron, “Take a pot and put an omer of manna in it, and 
lay it up before the LORD, to be kept for your generations.” 
(Exodus 16:34 NKJV)  As the LORD commanded Moses, so Aaron laid it up before the Testimony, 
to be kept. 
 
Ark of Covenant 
This manna will end up going in the Ark of the Covenant when God establishes that with the children of 
Israel. 
 
(Exodus 16:35 NKJV)  And the children of Israel ate manna forty years, until they came to an 
inhabited land; they ate manna until they came to the border of the land of Canaan. 
(Exodus 16:36 NKJV)  Now an omer is one-tenth of an ephah. 
 
John 6 / Jesus References This 
In John 6, after Jesus feeds the 5,000, He comments on this passage. Jesus says this manna is a 
picture, illustration of Him. The manna speaks of Jesus, and the Word of God for Jesus is the Word, that 
became flesh and dwelt among us.  From that time forward the disciples would say, Jesus you the 
Manna: 
(John 6:31 NKJV)  “Our fathers ate the manna in the desert; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” 
(John 6:32 NKJV)  Then Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, Moses did not give you the bread from heaven, but My 
Father gives you the true bread from heaven. 
(John 6:33 NKJV)  “For the bread of God is He who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 
(John 6:34 NKJV)  Then they said to Him, “Lord, give us this bread always.” 
(John 6:35 NKJV)  And Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never hunger, and he who believes in 
Me shall never thirst. 
 
(John 1:1 NKJV)  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
(John 1:14 NKJV)  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of  
the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 
Jesus the Manna from heaven 
Jesus the Manna from Heaven.  Jesus says come unto me all who are hungry: 
 
See Symbolism 
We can see much likeness of the manna and Jesus.   

• The manna was round, Jesus is eternal, a circle has no beginning and no end.  Jesus has 
beginning and no end.   

• The manna was white.  White speaks of His purity, His Holiness, that there is nothing lacking 

• The manna was sweet as honey.  Jesus is sweet, and there is nothing sweeter in this world then 
Him. 

• The manna came from heaven.  Jesus came from heaven. 

• The manna came to where they were at.  Jesus meets us right where we are at. 

• All a person had to do is partake of the manna to be filled.  Same too for all today, Jesus says 
come unto me. 

 
Tons of other Symbolisms  



There are tons of other spiritual symbolizing that can be seen here, and if you spend some time you can 
delve into them on your own and have a wonderful time doing so. 
 
Jesus Comes in the Volume of the Book 
Jesus the manna from heaven, Jesus the Word of God; Jesus said, Lo I come in the volume of the book.  
Jesus is this manna that we partake of every time we open this word: 
(Hebrews 10:7 NKJV)  Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come; In the volume of the book it is written of Me; To do Your will, O God. ’” 

 
Manna, the Word of God / Man shall not Live by Bread Alone 
Manna, the Word of God.  Jesus said man shall not lie by bread alone, but by every word of God: 
(Matthew 4:4 NKJV)  But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds 
from the mouth of God.’” 

 
Job Said 
Job said, I esteem thy word more important then my daily bread: 
(Job 23:11 NKJV)  My foot has held fast to His steps; I have kept His way and not turned aside. 
(Job 23:12 NKJV)  I have not departed from the commandment of His lips; I have treasured the words of His mouth More than my 
necessary food. 

 
Jeremiah Said 
Jeremiah said I found thy word and ate them and they were joy in my heart: 
(Jeremiah 15:16 NKJV)  Your words were found, and I ate them, And Your word was to me the joy and rejoicing of my heart; For I 
am called by Your name, O LORD God of hosts. 

 
Necessary to Refresh / Don’t Feast Disillusioned with Life / We Remember Kicks – not Kickbacks 
Christian I think it necessary for each of us to be refreshed in these things for it is so easy to forget them 
and drift away from this word.  Christian if you do not feast on this word, dwell and mediate on it you will 
find yourself being disillusioned with life just as these people were in our story, you will find yourself being 
confused, and being drawn back to the calling of Egypt, the pots of Egypt, the breads, what’s on 
television, what going on over there, and find ourselves remembering and desiring the tastes and things 
of the world again.  We always remember the kicks, but we forget about the kickbacks, the things that bit 
us.   
 
Everyday Miss – We Lack 
Give us this day our daily bread – Everyday that we miss the word, is a day that we lack, feel that there is 
more than this Christian life, like I am missing out on something good in this world.  Notice verse 18, that 
when they ate, No one lacked  
(Exodus 16:18 NKJV)  So when they measured it by omers, he who gathered much had nothing left over, and he who gathered little 
had no lack. Every man had gathered according to each one’s need. 

 
Don’t let Mind Play Tricks / Note – Had to go Get Manna 
Christian don’t let your mind play tricks on you, don’t let yourself be confused.  Don’t let your mind tell you 
that there is anything else out there for us beyond our relationship with the Lord.  Daily we need to go get 
our manna.  May I note that to you, they had to go get the manna, it took effort on their behalf. 
 
Need to Chew like other Food / Be All There 
Also, we can’t just read it, we must chew on it like any other food we eat.  Have you ever sat down in front 
of the television and ate your dinner, then you get up and are still hungry? Your mind isn’t satisfied, it 
doesn’t feel like it took anything in.  When we read, we need to be all there, read and let it absorb. If you 
read, close the Bible, and can’t remember what you read, you weren’t dwelling on it, mediating on it, 
chewing on it; you just went through an exercise. Read it to absorb it, and watch how your mind is settled, 
is settled on the kingdom, and resistant to the draws of the carnal nature and the world. 
 
Matthew 13 – Best Student 
In Matthew 13, we see the example of the best Bible students.  Jesus referring to the parable of the 
wheat and tares in Matthew 13, gave a public Bible study.  Afterwards, the disciples came to Him and 
said what does all this mean, open these things up to me, reveal these things to me.  The best Bible 
student is the one who while the word is going out is asking himself what does this mean, how does this 



apply to me.  After the study is over they are still thinking of that word, and asking the Lord to reveal more 
about it.  As the word is going forth, think not about who you wish would hear it (God is in control), but 
listen and ask, explain this to me, for me, change me: 
(Matthew 13:36 NKJV)  Then Jesus sent the multitude away and went into the house. And His disciples came to Him, saying, 
“Explain to us the parable of the tares of the field.” 

 
Gathered in Morning 
Notice also that the manna was to be gathered in the morning, before the sun melted it.  I know we can 
have all good intentions of having Bible study at lunch or before bed, but how often the day wears on for 
us, and we see the opportunity for the study of the word melt away.  As the day goes on how often our 
attention is robbed with other things, like work, dinner, getting the kids to bed or soccer. 
 
Morning is Key / Isaiah 50 
The morning is the key.  Jesus awoke in the morning.  The older I get, the mere I see the sweetness 
of the word.  Isaiah 50:4, Jesus speaking says, My Father awakens me morning by morning: 
(Isaiah 50:4 NKJV)  “The Lord GOD has given Me The tongue of the learned, That I should know how to speak A word in season to 
him who is weary. He awakens Me morning by morning, He awakens My ear To hear as the learned. 

 
Alarm or Calling 
What wakes you in the morning, is it an alarm clock or a calling.  I’m not saying alarm clocks are bad, I 
am saying if you put it in your mind, tomorrow I get to awake and meet with the Creator of the Universe, 
and He is anxiously awaiting to meet with me, you’ll change how you think of morning study and prayer 
time.   
 
When Word – has Worms / Not Applying It – Information Gathering 
Now when does the word have worms, when does it stink, when does that happen in our hearts?  When 
we are gathering the Word, but not eating it, not applying it.  I find people who are information gatherers, 
are those that are the most critical of the teachings that they hear.   
(Exodus 16:20 NKJV)  Notwithstanding they did not heed Moses. But some of them left part of it until morning, and it bred worms 
and stank. And Moses was angry with them. 

 
When Word is Bore – Not Giving it Out 
When the word becomes a bore to you, a drag, you’d rather be watching television, it is because you are 
only taking in information, and not applying it to your lives, nor giving it out to others. When you give it out, 
use it up, then you will be hungry for more.  Find a place to give it out. Teach Sunday school, have a 
home fellowship, have a prayer meeting, go to the soup kitchen, find a place to give it out, and you will 
always find yourself waiting more, hungering for more.   
 
If Word Stale – Ask for Fresh Word 
I pray that if the word has become stale to you, that your will go away from this study and seek Him, and 
ask Him, to make it fresh to you, to make it new to you, for His mercies are new every morning, and great 
is His faithfulness.   
(Lamentations 3:22 NKJV)  Through the Lord’s mercies we are not consumed, Because His compassions fail not. 
(Lamentations 3:23 NKJV)  They are new every morning; Great is Your faithfulness. 
(Lamentations 3:24 NKJV)  “The LORD is my portion,” says my soul, “Therefore I hope in Him!” 

 
Only Sweetness 
Why?  Because all the Lord desires for us, is sweetness.  Enjoy your manna. 
 
 



Exodus 17 

Water from the Rock: 17:1-16 
 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
Covered 6 Stops on their Journey to Mt Sinai 
The children of Israel have been freed from the bondage and slavery of Egypt; they are now on their 
journey to Mt. Sinai.  It was nothing for God to get His children out of Egypt, now He has to get Egypt out 
of His people.  We have covered 6 stops to date, and will look at number 7 tonight: 

• Stop 1 on their journey was Tent Town (Succoth) (Ex 12:37).  We are pilgrims in this world, just 
passing through.  We need to take a whole lot of things less serious here on earth, we are just 
passing through, we need to set our heart on things above.   

• Stop 2 was Etham (Ex 13:20), which means “He is with us”.  Even in the wilderness, on the brink 
of disaster, God is with us, and will guide us, by His cloud, so stay under the cloud, keep cool; 
Even in the fiery trials. God still leads in the darkness, in the fiery trials.  

• Stop 3 was (Pi Hahiroth) (Ex 14:2), their back was to the Red sea, they feel trapped, boxed in, 
then God open the Red sea to show them His power, and that the Egyptians would know Him.  
God will put us in an uncomfortable position so that others will see Him and come to know Him.  
Remember, we made an agreement with Him, He takes our sin and shame, and we give Him our 
lives. Lord, do with us as you choose, you will do well to remember that. 

• Stop 4 was Marah (Ex 15:23), which means bitterness. Many times what we think will be cool and 
wonderful, turns out to be bitter.  This is a lesson about life, for life is a mixture of bitterness and 
sweetness.  We saw how in all situations that if we add the cross, even the bitter circumstances 
become sweet. 

• Stop 5 was Elim (Ex 15:27), which means mighty ones.  There at Elm, there were lots (12) wells 
of water, and 70 palm trees, God brought them to an Oasis, a place of refreshment.  We talked 
about that if you want to be refreshed and to produce fruit, and be “Mighty” then serve.  People 
think they get refreshed by sitting at an oasis, being served.  But Jesus say the measure you 
give. It will be given to overflowing (Matt 4:24-25). 

• 6th Stop was the Wilderness of Sin (Ex 16:1-36).  It was here that the Lord rained manna from 
heaven down to the people, it was here that God showed the people that He is their provision and 
that those who trust in Him will never lack but have all their needs met.  In John 6 Jesus refers to 
Himself as the Manna from heaven, the Bread of Life, and we went on to study how Jesus, the 
Bread of Life, is also the Word, and how the Word of God fills us and nourishes us. 

 
(Exodus 17:1 NKJV)  Then all the congregation of the children of Israel set out on their journey 
from the Wilderness of Sin, according to the commandment of the LORD, and camped in 
Rephidim; but there was no water for the people to drink. 
(Exodus 17:2 NKJV)  Therefore the people contended with Moses, and said, “Give us water, that 
we may drink.” And Moses said to them, “Why do you contend with me? Why do you tempt the 
LORD?” 
(Exodus 17:3 NKJV)  And the people thirsted there for water, and the people complained against 
Moses, and said, “Why is it you have brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and 
our livestock with thirst?” 
 
Rephidim – Resting Spot / No Water / Something Greater 
Rephidim means “resting places”. But there will be no water at this rest place, but we will see God has 
something greater for them. 
 
 
 



Complain Against God – Not Moses / Wants to Work in Situation – Teach & Conform 
Again to complain about a situation you are in is to actually complain against God because He has 
allowed the situation to come upon you, (unless you were or are in a situation because of a personal sin 
you chose to enter into). In both cases though God still will work in them to teach you and to conform you 
into His image. 
 
Following the Pillar / Quickest Way Out – Cry Out to Lord / We Spend Hours Complain – Prayer 
Moses is just following the pillar.  Can I make a point about the people complaining, the Church 
complaining (and how I love it when people say I have a prayer request and really they can just want to 
gossip and complain).  Listen, the quickest way out of any situation is to cry out to the Lord for Him to 
intercede. We Christian will spend a hours complaining about a situation and then a minutes praying 
about it, If you would use that time instead in prayer, can you imagine how different those situations 
would be. 
 
Complaining Fuels Anxiety / Jer 29:11 / Peace through Prayer 
We would rather complain because it feels good to lay the charge against the other person, but in reality 
we are only fueling more anxiety and turmoil into our hearts. Seeking the Lord will at the minimum at least 
bring peace unto our own heart.  Look at Jeremiah 29:11, God wants peace for us, not evil, and He says 
pray to Me for it.  This verse isn’t just for the peace of salvation, but peace of heart: 
(Jeremiah 29:11 NKJV)  For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give 
you a future and a hope. 
(Jeremiah 29:12 NKJV)  Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. 
(Jeremiah 29:13 NKJV)  And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart. 

 
Use Time Wisely 
Beloved use your time wisely, for the days are evil, nothing quenches the Spirit like grumbling and 
complaining: 
(Ephesians 5:15 NKJV)  See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, 
(Ephesians 5:16 NKJV)  redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 
(Ephesians 5:17 NKJV)  Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 
(Ephesians 5:18 NKJV)  And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, 

 
(Exodus 17:4 NKJV)  So Moses cried out to the LORD, saying, “What shall I do with this people? 
They are almost ready to stone me!” 
(Exodus 17:5 NKJV)  And the LORD said to Moses, “Go on before the people, and take with you 
some of the elders of Israel. Also take in your hand your rod with which you struck the river, and 
go. 
(Exodus 17:6 NKJV)  “Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock in Horeb; and you shall 
strike the rock, and water will come out of it, that the people may drink.” And Moses did so in the 
sight of the elders of Israel. 
 
God Lead to Demonstrate Power / Duet 8 – 40 yrs / Humbled – Bread Alone / Chasten – Education 
God has led them again to a place such as this to demonstrate His remarkable power and to teach them. 
Deuteronomy 8 says that God lead them to the wilderness for 40 years and even allowed them to hunger 
so that they would learn that man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the 
mouth of God. It says that while He lead them those 40 years that their shoes didn’t wear out, nor their 
clothing. It must have drove the Lord crazy when He would hear people say how great the clothing made 
in Egypt were. How many miracles God does in a person’s life that God gets no credit for?  But anyways, 
it says that God chasten them there in the wilderness as a Father chastens a son.  That word chastens 
means everything needed for a proper education. 
(Deuteronomy 8:1 NKJV)  “Every commandment which I command you today you must be careful to observe, that you may live and 
multiply, and go in and possess the land of which the LORD swore to your fathers. 
(Deuteronomy 8:2 NKJV)  “And you shall remember that the LORD your God led you all the way these forty years in the wilderness, 
to humble you and test you, to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep His commandments or not. 
(Deuteronomy 8:3 NKJV)  “So He humbled you, allowed you to hunger, and fed you with manna which you did not know nor did 
your fathers know, that He might make you know that man shall not live by bread alone; but man lives by every word that proceeds 
from the mouth of the LORD. 
(Deuteronomy 8:4 NKJV)  “Your garments did not wear out on you, nor did your foot swell these forty years. 
(Deuteronomy 8:5 NKJV)  “You should know in your heart that as a man chastens his son, so the LORD your God chastens you. 



(Deuteronomy 8:6 NKJV)  “Therefore you shall keep the commandments of the LORD your God, to walk in His ways and to fear 
Him. 

 
Resting Spot – Only Rest in Christ / Need a Break – Phantom / Thirst – Only Presence 
Rephidim means resting place and God was trying to show them that the only resting place is in Him.  
How many Christians say I just want a break? That break is a phantom, it will never be found in this world, 
but only in Christ. We thirst for many thirsts; we try to fill this thirst with things of the world only to leave us 
thirsting again, or thirsting for more. Now there are God made thirsts that He places in man, food, air, 
water, and intimacy; but there is a thirst deep within a man that can only be satisfied by the presence of 
God. 
 
1 Cor 10 – It is Jesus Christ 
In 1 Corinthian 10:4, Paul tells us this rock was Christ Himself.  The satisfying of this thirst can only come 
through the presence of Jesus Christ.  Spiritually and practically God is using this stop at Rephidim to 
teach the children of Israel: 
(1 Corinthians 10:1 NKJV)  Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware that all our fathers were under the cloud, all passed 
through the sea, 
(1 Corinthians 10:2 NKJV)  all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 
(1 Corinthians 10:3 NKJV)  all ate the same spiritual food, 
(1 Corinthians 10:4 NKJV)  and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them, and that 
Rock was Christ. 

 
Woman at Well / John 4 
Jesus said to the woman at the well If you knew who it was that asked for this drink you would say give 
me this drink.  Jesus said to her I will give you living water and you will never thrust again: 
(John 4:7 NKJV)  A woman of Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give Me a drink.” 
(John 4:8 NKJV)  For His disciples had gone away into the city to buy food. 
(John 4:9 NKJV)  Then the woman of Samaria said to Him, “How is it that You, being a Jew, ask a drink from me, a Samaritan 
woman?” For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans. 
(John 4:10 NKJV)  Jesus answered and said to her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to you, ‘Give Me a drink,’ 
you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living water.” 
(John 4:11 NKJV)  The woman said to Him, “Sir, You have nothing to draw with, and the well is deep. Where then do You get that 
living water? 
(John 4:12 NKJV)  “Are You greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank from it himself, as well as his sons and 
his livestock?” 
(John 4:13 NKJV)  Jesus answered and said to her, “Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again, 
(John 4:14 NKJV)  “but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will 
become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life.” 

 
John 7:37 / Only Jesus can Fill 
Jesus makes this point again in John 7:37 which He says is symbolic that a thirst still exists for the nation 
Israel.  Jesus standing at this feast and says the emptiness you have, only I can fill: 
(John 7:37 NKJV)  On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to 
Me and drink. 
(John 7:38 NKJV)  “He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.” 

 
Psalm 78 / It was a River – not a Spigot  
Speaking of the Rock that followed the children of Israel through the desert, Psalm 78 says that when 
Moses struck the rock rivers, plural, sprung forth. Not little spigots, but rivers: 
(Psalms 78:14 NKJV)  In the daytime also He led them with the cloud, And all the night with a light of fire. 
(Psalms 78:15 NKJV)  He split the rocks in the wilderness, And gave them drink in abundance like the depths. 
(Psalms 78:16 NKJV)  He also brought streams out of the rock, And caused waters to run down like rivers. 

 
Picture Perfect / Rod – Serpent / Spear – Cross / Gen 3:15 
Look at the picture perfect.  What was the rock struck with, Moses staff? What was Moses staff at one 
point, a serpent. A perfect picture of Genesis 3:15, the serpent Satan shall Strike His (Jesus) heel, but 
Jesus shall crush his head. We see it again on the cross when Jesus was pierced with spear and blood 
and water flowed from His side. So here at Rephidim, the Rock, smitten by the rod that was once a 
serpent pours forth water. The analogy is perfect, it points to Jesus Christ. 
(Genesis 3:15 NKJV)  And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise 
your head, And you shall bruise His heel.” 
 



(John 19:34 NKJV)  But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and immediately blood and water came out. 

 
Living Water – Spirit / John 7:39 
Moses strikes the Rock, a picture of striking Jesus, the Crucifixion. It is only after the cross that the Living 
Water could be poured out. John 7:39, says this Living Water is the Spirit of God given to man: 
(John 7:37 NKJV)  On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to 
Me and drink. 
(John 7:38 NKJV)  “He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.” 
(John 7:39 NKJV)  But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive; for the Holy Spirit was not 
yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 

 
(Exodus 17:7 NKJV)  So he called the name of the place Massah and Meribah, because of the 
contention of the children of Israel, and because they tempted the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD 
among us or not?” 
(Exodus 17:8 NKJV)  Now Amalek came and fought with Israel in Rephidim. 
(Exodus 17:9 NKJV)  And Moses said to Joshua, “Choose us some men and go out, fight with 
Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the rod of God in my hand.” 
 
God makes us Thirst for Him – Prepare what’s Around Corner / Why so Dry 
God will often take us to a place where we are thirsting for Him, so as to prepare us for the battle that is 
right around the corner.  How we can go from a mountaintop feeling, taking in the Word, great fellowship, 
and then all of a sudden we feel dry, and we say what happened, why am I so dry.  God brings us to a 
place where we see the need for a fresh drenching of the Lord.  Too many Christians when the dry time 
come, quit seeking the Lord, they quit praying, they quit reading, they quit witnessing, they quit going to 
church, and they miss the whole point of the dry time, to give them a thirst to seek and see more of God.  
God brought them to Rephidim, to give them a thirst for the Lord, because He wants to prepare them for 
the battle ahead. 
 
First Battle / All Others God Fought / 1st Born – Red Sea – Manna – Water 
This is their first battle. In all other cases, it was God doing all the fighting. God brought the first born 
death upon the Egyptians. God parted the Red sea.  God buried the Egyptian Army. God provide the 
manna each day, God provided the water from the Rock. But this is the first time God allows them to be a 
direct part of the conflict. 
 
Pillar Lead – In God’s Will / We Think Enemy Preventing 
May I remind you the Pillar has led them here; we can tend to think that every time we have trouble that 
we are out of God’s will, we have repeatedly seen that God has brought them to these places. God has 
brought them to these places to show His glory,  We say too often that this is the enemy against us, not 
allowing us to move forward, as here we see God allows it to work within them, and so too He does so He 
can work within. 
 
Not to Kill Them – Develop Them / 2 Deaths 
God didn’t bring them out of Egypt to kill them, but to develop them spiritually.  Now there are 2 deaths 
essential for our Christian experience, the death of Christ as we receive His substitutionary atoning death, 
and the other is our death, that we have been crucified with Christ, it is no longer I who live but Christ in 
me.  
(Galatians 2:20 NKJV)  “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now 
live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. 

 
It is Internal Battle – Who will Rule 
There is a battle, but it is an internal battle of who will rule and reign within us. 
(James 4:1 NKJV)  Where do wars and fights come from among you? Do they not come from your desires for pleasure that war in 
your members? 
 
(Romans 6:13 NKJV)  And do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God 
as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. 
(Romans 6:14 NKJV)  For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace. 
 
(Romans 7:22 NKJV)  For I delight in the law of God according to the inward man. 



(Romans 7:23 NKJV)  But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to 
the law of sin which is in my members. 
(Romans 7:24 NKJV)  O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? 
(Romans 7:25 NKJV)  I thank God; through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, with the mind I myself serve the law of God, but with the 
flesh the law of sin. 
 

This battle – Is Personal Battle / Amalek – Picture of Flesh / Amalek – Esau 
So we see this scene here that they are now brought into the battle personally. They will battle the 
Amalex who are a picture of the flesh throughout the scriptures.  Amalek was the descendent of Esau 
who sold his birthright to his brother Jacob for a bowl of stew, Esau was carnal and had no care for the 
spiritual things. 
 
Follow Through in Our Lives / These all God: Egypt – Red Sea – Bread – Rock – Spirit 
We can follow this flow through in our personal lives. It is God, and God only when can deliver from Egypt 
(a picture of the world). The Red sea is the baptism from the old life to new.  We saw the manna from 
heaven, Jesus Christ (the Bread of Life) coming to the earth, we see the Rock being stricken, and then 
the rivers of Living Waters, and the Spirit, being poured out to all would drink of it.  All these things are of 
the Lord, and nothing man can do.  
 
Next in Believers Life – Internal War / Now we Notice – Light On / We All Struggle / Incorruption  
But here we see what happens next in the believer’s life, and that is the internal war between the flesh 
and the Spirit.  All of a sudden we notice the struggle in our life, the battles between the flesh and the 
spirit and we begin to wrestle. When a person was in darkness there was no struggle, but now that the 
light has gone on, the struggle begins.  Christian, do not think because you struggle that there is 
something wrong with you. What is wrong is that Christians in their hypocrisy won t admit they struggle, 
so the Christian that do admit feel alone. Everyone struggles, if they don’t admit that, they are either liars 
or deceived.  God does not remove the old nature that won’t happen until this corruption put on 
incorruption. If God was to rip out the old nature, He would end up killing us in the process because the 
old nature is intermixed with our bodies.  The only way to root it out, is to kill it totally, and that happens 
when we take our last breath: 
(1 Corinthians 15:53 NKJV)  For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 
(1 Corinthians 15:54 NKJV)  So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be 
brought to pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory.” 
(1 Corinthians 15:55 NKJV)  “O Death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your victory?” 
(1 Corinthians 15:56 NKJV)  The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. 
(1 Corinthians 15:57 NKJV)  But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
God Implants New Nature 
Rather what He does is implant a New Nature, and the new nature has the power to subdue the old 
nature. Paul says don t let sin reign in your body (Romans 6) and he would t have said it if it did it exist in 
the first place. There is a big difference between dwelling and reigning. 
 
Through Resurrection Power – Subdue Flesh 
Galatians 5- For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh.  We have the 
comparison of the fruit of spirit and the fruit of the flesh.  It is through the resurrection power that we can 
subdue the work of the flesh.  It is this battle that we personally enter into: 
(Galatians 5:16 NKJV)  I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. 
(Galatians 5:17 NKJV)  For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, 
so that you do not do the things that you wish. 
(Galatians 5:18 NKJV)  But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 
(Galatians 5:19 NKJV)  Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 
(Galatians 5:20 NKJV)  idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 
(Galatians 5:21 NKJV)  envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in 
time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
(Galatians 5:22 NKJV)  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
(Galatians 5:23 NKJV)  gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 
(Galatians 5:24 NKJV)  And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 
(Galatians 5:25 NKJV)  If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 

 
(Exodus 17:9 NKJV)  And Moses said to Joshua, “Choose us some men and go out, fight with 
Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the rod of God in my hand.” 



(Exodus 17:10 NKJV)  So Joshua did as Moses said to him, and fought with Amalek. And Moses, 
Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. 
(Exodus 17:11 NKJV)  And so it was, when Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed; and 
when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed. 
(Exodus 17:12 NKJV)  But Moses’ hands became heavy; so they took a stone and put it under him, 
and he sat on it. And Aaron and Hur supported his hands, one on one side, and the other on the 
other side; and his hands were steady until the going down of the sun. 
(Exodus 17:13 NKJV)  So Joshua defeated Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword. 
(Exodus 17:14 NKJV)  Then the LORD said to Moses, “Write this for a memorial in the book and 
recount it in the hearing of Joshua, that I will utterly blot out the remembrance of Amalek from 
under heaven.” 
(Exodus 17:15 NKJV)  And Moses built an altar and called its name, The-LORD-Is-My-Banner; 
(Exodus 17:16 NKJV)  for he said, “Because the LORD has sworn: the LORD will have war with 
Amalek from generation to generation.” 
 
Moses Tires in Battle / Battle is for Generations 
Moses tires in the length of this battle. Notice there in verse 16 that there is a battle with the Amaleks (the 
flesh) from generation to generation, it will never end until we put on incorruption.  There is a war with 
Amaleks (the flesh) from Adam to the Resurrection. 
 
Application for Victory / A Rod – Surrendered Life / Lifted Hands – Prayer 
In this story we can see an application for victory over the flesh, and that is the rod (a symbol of the 
surrendered life as Moses would spend 40 years on the backside of the wilderness, a man broken of 
trying to do things in his wisdom and strength), and arms lifted to heaven crying Abba Father, I need you, 
in your power not mine.  The lifting of hands speaks of prayer, intercession prayer in this case:  
(1 Timothy 2:8 NKJV)  I desire therefore that the men pray everywhere, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting; 

 
First Time Write – Associated with Sword / Not Knowing but Using / Words used in Surrendered 
This is the first time the word “write” is used in the scripture and notice it is associated with the sword, a 
picture of the word of God, It isn’t knowing the word, but using the word, and the word must be used 
under the covering of a surrendered life, which says I will heed to the word, what it says, I will obey. 
 
Amazing how we Came to Salvation – Then Deviate / Come back to Place of Surrender 
Amazing, how we came to our salvation point by simply surrendering our lives, we were tired of trying to 
do it our way, we knew it was all Him, yet as we walk on, we can start trying to work ourselves back into 
the formula. How important for us to continually come back to that place of surrender, yielding all of 
oneself to God.   
 
Say Your Banner Flies Over Every Area 
We must say Lord I surrender all, Your banner flies over ever area of my life.  Not just Lord I surrender all 
except in the area of my finances, my marriage, my kids, my lust.  We must surrender every area; we 
must allow His Banner to fly in every area of our lives. 
 
Proverbs 30:5 / Surrendered Life agrees with Word / His Word is His Will for You 
Proverbs 30:5 says every word of God is pure, He is a shield to those who put their trust in Him.  Notice 
the structure of the sentence, it is saying God and His Word are the same, and putting your trust in Him is 
trusting His Word.  A surrendered life will agree with every word, and apply every word. And those who do 
will be the ones who have the continual victories over the Amaleks (the flesh).  For me, I can look back in 
my immaturity and question the Word of God, saying I don’t believe that applies to me, or that doesn’t 
seem so wise.  But sure enough I would later find out, after I went against His Word, He was right, and I 
had to reap what I sowed.  It was freedom and peace when I reached the point to say your Word is pure, 
it is a shield, and I trust you know what you are doing.  And no matter what happened, I never had to 
question if I was in God’s will or not, because being in a place because you obeyed His Word, is being in 
His will: 
(Proverbs 30:5 NKJV)  Every word of God is pure; He is a shield to those who put their trust in Him. 
(Proverbs 30:6 NKJV)  Do not add to His words, Lest He rebuke you, and you be found a liar. 



 
Corporate Prayer 
What do we do when we grow weary, I know I need to pray more, with more earnestness, more 
frequency, but I am tired – grab a brother or two (an Aaron and Hur), say will you pray with me.  That is 
why we put such a emphasis on corporate prayer, because we can’t keep up the pace all alone.  I 
encourage you to start setting those times aside to come here when we have corporate prayer, and I 
encourage you to find yourself a brother or two that you can call each other, anytime, and say can we 
pray. 
 
Victory Comes 
Victory comes through a surrendered life, surrendering to the Word, and lifting Holy hands up in prayer. 
 
Thirst can Come to Prepare 
When those dry times come, embrace them, for they are God’s call for you to thirst for more of Him, to 
seek Him and see Him in a way you have never experienced.  That craving is a gift, fill that craving.  
Blessed is he who hungers and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled: 
(Matthew 5:6 NKJV)  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, For they shall be filled 



Exodus 18 

The Jethro Principle: 18:1-27 
 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
Covered 6 Stops on their Journey to Mt Sinai 
The children of Israel have been freed from the bondage and slavery of Egypt; they are now on their 
journey to Mt. Sinai.  It was nothing for God to get His children out of Egypt, now He has to get Egypt out 
of His people.  We have covered 6 stops to date, and will look at number 7 tonight: 

• Stop 1 on their journey was Tent Town (Succoth) (Ex 12:37).  We are pilgrims in this world, just 
passing through.  We need to take a whole lot of things less serious here on earth, we are just 
passing through, we need to set our heart on things above.   

• Stop 2 was Etham (Ex 13:20), which means “He is with us”.  Even in the wilderness, on the brink 
of disaster, God is with us, and will guide us, by His cloud, so stay under the cloud, keep cool; 
Even in the fiery trials. God still leads in the darkness, in the fiery trials.  

• Stop 3 was (Pi Hahiroth) (Ex 14:2), their back was to the Red sea, they feel trapped, boxed in, 
then God open the Red sea to show them His power, and that the Egyptians would know Him.  
God will put us in an uncomfortable position so that others will see Him and come to know Him.  
Remember, we made an agreement with Him, He takes our sin and shame, and we give Him our 
lives. Lord, do with us as you choose, you will do well to remember that. 

• Stop 4 was Marah (Ex 15:23), which means bitterness. Many times what we think will be cool and 
wonderful, turns out to be bitter.  This is a lesson about life, for life is a mixture of bitterness and 
sweetness.  We saw how in all situations that if we add the cross, even the bitter circumstances 
become sweet. 

• Stop 5 was Elim (Ex 15:27), which means mighty ones.  There at Elim, there were lots (12) wells 
of water, and 70 palm trees, God brought them to an Oasis, a place of refreshment.  We talked 
about that if you want to be refreshed and to produce fruit, and be “Mighty” then serve.  People 
think they get refreshed by sitting at an oasis, being served.  But Jesus say the measure you 
give. It will be given to overflowing (Matt 4:24-25). 

• 6th Stop was the Wilderness of Sin (Ex 16:1-36).  It was here that the Lord rained manna from 
heaven down to the people, it was here that God showed the people that He is their provision and 
that those who trust in Him will never lack but have all their needs met.  In John 6 Jesus refers to 
Himself as the Manna from heaven, the Bread of Life, and we went on to study how Jesus, the 
Bread of Life, is also the Word, and how the Word of God fills us and nourishes us. 

• 7th Stop was Rephidim means “resting places” (Exodus 17). But there will be no water at this rest 
place, but we saw God had something greater for them, as He told Moses to strike the rock, and 
rivers of waters would gush forth from it.  The Apostle Paul would tell us in 1 Corinthians 10:4 that 
this Rock was Jesus Himself.  And Jesus would refer to Himself as the Living Waters, satisfying 
every man’s thirst with the presence, the Spirit of God within their very being (John 7:39).   

 
I think one of the blessings we have had in our studies over the past several weeks is that we can see 
how this Bible all ties together, and how Jesus often referred back to the OT to give us insight of what 
these stories mean to us. 
 
Coming to Sinai 
Our last chapter before they reach Mount Sinai, and Moses receives the Law.  We will see God forming a 
nation in this chapter, establishing leadership, a government if you would, as leadership is set-up in this 
congregation/nation of about 2.5 million people. 
 
Jethro Principle / Lifeblood / Jesus – Acts 6 



Chapter 18, what I call the Jethro principle, is what I consider the lifeblood of any church (apart from God 
Himself of course).  In this chapter we see ministry being pushed down from the top as Moses passes the 
ministry load down to other people in this extremely large congregation. The principle is found again with 
Jesus Himself sending out the 12 Apostles, and then we see it again in Acts 6 as the Apostles push 
ministry down to others.  
 
Spiritual Test – Litmus Test 
This principle runs through the whole Bible.  If you ever want to be sure of something, if you want to 
determine is this a spiritual practice, if you want to test a doctrine of theology, here is your litmus test, 
here is how you test it.   Did Jesus teach it or demonstrate it, did the early church of Acts demonstrate it, 
is it taught in the New Testament, was it taught or demonstrated in the Old Testament.  Align all these 
things up and you will never find yourself going off into strange doctrines like the Holy Laughter 
Movement, or just following bad theology, and you can implement it into your life and know you are on the 
right tract, and will be blessed along the way 
 
(Exodus 18:1 NKJV)  And Jethro, the priest of Midian, Moses’ father-in-law, heard of all that God 
had done for Moses and for Israel His people; that the LORD had brought Israel out of Egypt. 
(Exodus 18:2 NKJV)  Then Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, took Zipporah, Moses’ wife, after he had 
sent her back, 
 
Separated chapter 4 
Moses apparently separated from his wife and child before he went to Egypt; that occurred back in 4:24-
26 when Zippo ah had to circumcise their son because Moses failed in his spiritual leadership role in the 
home and didn’t do it himself.  God was going to kill Moses, but Zipporah saved him.  It was sometime 
after that event (and before Moses went into Egypt) that Moses sent Zipporah and child back to Jethro 
(Moses father-in-law).  Men, good example that if you don’t lead in your homes, it cause separation 
between you and your family.  So now they are reunited. 
(Exodus 4:24 NKJV)  And it came to pass on the way, at the encampment, that the LORD met him and sought to kill him. 
(Exodus 4:25 NKJV)  Then Zipporah took a sharp stone and cut off the foreskin of her son and cast it at Moses ’ feet, and said, 
“Surely you are a husband of blood to me!” 
(Exodus 4:26 NKJV)  So He let him go. Then she said, “You are a husband of blood!”; because of the circumcision. 

 
(Exodus 18:3 NKJV)  with her two sons, of whom the name of one was Gershom (for he said, “I 
have been a stranger in a foreign land”) 
(Exodus 18:4 NKJV)  and the name of the other was Eliezer (for he said, “The God of my father 
was my help, and delivered me from the sword of Pharaoh”); 
(Exodus 18:5 NKJV)  and Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, came with his sons and his wife to Moses 
in the wilderness, where he was encamped at the mountain of God. 
 
Priest of Midian / Abraham’s 2nd Wife 
Jethro was a priest of Median and, he was one of the sons of Abraham’s second wife – Keturah.  So 
Jethro and the girls were of the same blood lineage as Abraham and it appears that they knew the one 
true living God.  Jethro was not through the Jewish bloodline, which runs through Abraham, Issac, and 
Jacob; so he and his daughters would be considered Gentiles. 
(Genesis 25:1 NKJV)  Abraham again took a wife, and her name was Keturah. 
(Genesis 25:2 NKJV)  And she bore him Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah. 
(Genesis 25:3 NKJV)  Jokshan begot Sheba and Dedan. And the sons of Dedan were Asshurim, Letushim, and Leummim. 
(Genesis 25:4 NKJV)  And the sons of Midian were Ephah, Epher, Hanoch, Abidah, and Eldaah. All these were the children of 
Keturah. 

 
Picture of Church / Escapes Plagues of Egypt 
I see Zipporah as a beautiful picture of us, the Church; she is a Gentile, and she did not have to endure 
the plagues of Egypt, the Tribulation. She is a picture of us, Israel will go through the Tribulation, God will 
preserve them through it, but we the Gentile Bride will not have to go through it. 
 
(Exodus 18:6 NKJV)  Now he had said to Moses, “I, your father-in-law Jethro, am coming to you 
with your wife and her two sons with her.” 



(Exodus 18:7 NKJV)  So Moses went out to meet his father-in-law, bowed down, and kissed him. 
And they asked each other about their well-being, and they went into the tent. 
 
Men – Wife First 
My brothers, can I make a point here, do you see there is no mention of Moses kisses his wife, but his 
father-in-law; men make your wife feel most important over everything in your life (except the Lord), make 
her feel special, don’t let her feel that she gets whatever is left after you are done with work or ministry.  
Don’t fake it, set your mind to it, make her feel special.  We don’t know, but possibly Moses couldn’t wait 
to talk to his father-in-law to talk about work.  We men can be so task oriented, getting things done, that 
we don’t give attention to our families until those things are done.  Give your wife and child the attention 
they need and deserve, and get the tasks done later. 
 
(Exodus 18:8 NKJV)  And Moses told his father-in-law all that the LORD had done to Pharaoh and 
to the Egyptians for Israel’s sake, all the hardship that had come upon them on the way, and how 
the LORD had delivered them. 
 
Imagine Hearing this Story / My Son-in-Law the Idiot 
Imagine hearing this story being told by Moses firsthand.  Before Moses left for Egypt his father-in-law 
probably had to say, of all the men in the world, my daughter had to marry this nutcase, religious fanatic, 
delivering 2.5 million people from the greatest empire on the face of the planet.  Now Jethro must be 
listening to Moses and saying to himself, I wish I could take back all the stuff I said about Moses when I 
had to take care of his wife and kids because he was away. 
 
Jethro Doesn’t rejoice in Death of Enemy 
Notice Jethro does not rejoice in the death of the enemy, but the deliverance of Israel. God takes no 
pleasure in the death of the wicked, nor should we.  May we have the heart of God and wish that none 
should perish but all seek repentance. Ask God for this heart, and when He gives it to you, It will change 
your life, for you will take on the heart and mind of God. 
(Ezekiel 33:11 NKJV)  “Say to them: ‘As I live,’ says the Lord GOD, ‘I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the 
wicked turn from his way and live. Turn, turn from your evil ways! For why should you die, O house of Israel?’ 
 
(2 Peter 3:9 NKJV)  The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not 
willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance. 

 
(Exodus 18:9 NKJV)  Then Jethro rejoiced for all the good which the LORD had done for Israel, 
whom He had delivered out of the hand of the Egyptians. 
(Exodus 18:10 NKJV)  And Jethro said, “Blessed be the LORD, who has delivered you out of the 
hand of the Egyptians and out of the hand of Pharaoh, and who has delivered the people from 
under the hand of the Egyptians. 
(Exodus 18:11 NKJV)  “Now I know that the LORD is greater than all the gods; for in the very thing 
in which they behaved proudly, He was above them.” 
 
Judged 3000 / We call Him Dad 
Remember God judged all the gods of Egypt, some 3000 of them. Jethro exalts the One True God, and 
we know Him personally and call Him Dad, Abba Father. 
 
(Exodus 18:12 NKJV)  Then Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, took a burnt offering and other sacrifices 
to offer to God. And Aaron came with all the elders of Israel to eat bread with Moses’ father-in-law 
before God. 
 
Jethro through line of Abraham 
Jethro was through the line of Abrahams seed and he understands the atonement through the burnt 
offering. If not, then there would be no way that Moses and all the elders would go along with a pagan 
sacrifice, especially after all they have been through with the True and Living God. 
 
(Exodus 18:13 NKJV)  And so it was, on the next day, that Moses sat to judge the people; and the 
people stood before Moses from morning until evening. 



(Exodus 18:14 NKJV)  So when Moses’ father-in-law saw all that he did for the people, he said, 
“What is this thing that you are doing for the people? Why do you alone sit, and all the people 
stand before you from morning until evening?” 
(Exodus 18:15 NKJV)  And Moses said to his father-in-law, “Because the people come to me to 
inquire of God. 
(Exodus 18:16 NKJV)  “When they have a difficulty, they come to me, and I judge between one and 
another; and I make known the statutes of God and His laws.” 
 
Moses not just Shepherd – Teacher Also 
Moses is teaching them Gods statues and laws as we see here in this verse, so he not just a shepherd of 
the flock, but their teacher also. 
 
All Day – Sun up to Sun Down / Imagine Disputes 3million / The Toll on Body – I 
All day long, sun up to sun down, Moses is settling disputes.  Imagine all the disputes among 2-3 million 
people who we have seen are prone to complaining; Image how exhausting this was upon Moses body, 
mind, and soul.  Imagine the stress knowing that most likely one out of every two people you meet with 
will end up being displeased with you because you do didn’t take their side.   Now that Zipporah is back 
imagine the time it takes away from her and their personal life. Imagine the toll it took on their 2 sons, how 
little time Moses would have for them.  
 
I Wonder – What Sacrificed / Sleep or Prayer /  
I wonder what Moses had to give up; was it prayer time with the Lord or sleep, or most likely both.   
 
Godly Counsel – Outside View 
The people’s needs are real, they needed the counsel, something had to give and thankfully godly 
counsel comes to Moses through his father-in-law Jethro.  Sometimes that is how the Lord has to speak 
to us, from the outside because we can think that what we are doing is the only way, the best, it takes 
someone who isn’t buried in the details to see that there is a better way to doing something. 
 
(Exodus 18:17 NKJV)  So Moses’ father-in-law said to him, “The thing that you do is not good. 
(Exodus 18:18 NKJV)  “Both you and these people who are with you will surely wear yourselves 
out. For this thing is too much for you; you are not able to perform it by yourself. 
 
Meet Needs Timely Manner – Make Matters Worse 
Imagine the people standing in line all day and then some being sent home because they didn’t get to see 
Moses.  One man counseling 2-3 million people; Moses, Jethro says, you are not only doing a injustice to 
yourself, but to these people, you need to meet their needs in a timely manner or you can end up making 
matters worse. 
 
(Exodus 18:19 NKJV)  “Listen now to my voice; I will give you counsel, and God will be with you: 
Stand before God for the people, so that you may bring the difficulties to God. 
(Exodus 18:20 NKJV)  “And you shall teach them the statutes and the laws, and show them the 
way in which they must walk and the work they must do. 
 
Stand before God / Spend Time with Lord / Oswald Chambers / Servant – Service 
Verse 19 – Stand before God for the people – Moses you need to spend time in prayer and hearing His 
voice, so that you can leadthe people wisely and in the right direction.  Jethro is saying Moses where are 
you finding time with the Lord.  Oswald chambers said sometimes the greatest barrier between a man 
and God is that mans service to God. The Lord is always more interested in the servant than the service, 
the minister than the ministry.  Be careful of that for yourself whether that is work, play, family, or ministry, 
you need to protect that personal time with the Lord. 
 
Drink from the Well 
We all need to be drinking from the Rock, the Well where the Living Water flows.  If we don’t, we begin to 
get dry and we aren’t doing anyone good. 
 



(Exodus 18:21 NKJV)  “Moreover you shall select from all the people able men, such as fear God, 
men of truth, hating covetousness; and place such over them to be rulers of thousands, rulers of 
hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens. 
 
Notice Description 
Notice the description that he gives of able man.  You can find these same qualities for the New 
Testament leaders in (Acts 6:3, 1 Timothy 3:1-7, and Titus 1:6-9). 
 
1.) Feared God / Can’t be Man Pleaser / You Rob Them  
1.) They feared God – no leader can be fearful of man, No leader can fear what man thinks of them, for if 
they do, they will not lead people in a way that is best for them, but just wanting to keep the peace (make 
them happy) which eventually will unravel because the people never grow.  Men pleasers think they are 
helping the person, but truly they are robbing them because they are not giving that person what they 
need.   
 
Fear God – Answer to God / Create – Die – Judge 
A man must fear God and know that ultimately He will answer to Him. People ask what do you think about 
this, I say it doesn’t matter what I think, I didn’t create you, I didn’t die for you, and I will not one day be 
your judge, it only matters what the Lord thinks and says for us to do. 
 
Problem America Today 
That is the problem with America today, our leaders fear man, and make laws and ordinances to please 
man even if it flies in the face of God’s Law. As a Nation we need to fear for how much longer He will 
allow this to continue. 
 
2.) Men of Truth / Let your Yes – Be Yes 
2.) Men of truth  - Let your yes be yes. These things we are talking about being a leader can be applied 
anywhere and everywhere, in your home, your marriage, workplace, and ministry.  To be a man of truth 
you have to know what the truth is, and you can only find that by studying His Word. 
 
3.) Hating Covetousness / Motivated by Gain / Numerical Success 
3.) Hating Covetousness – people who are not motivated by personal gain, but only godly gain. Look at 
our politicians today, look at many churches, success is measured numerically, not spiritually. Ministers 
can t be looking for applauses from man, but those words of the Lord, well done thy good and faithful 
serifs servant (He didn’t say successful.) 
 
Select – then Push Down / Not confused with Hierachy – Titles 
Moses selects faithful and equipped men, and push ministry down to them.  The Jethro Principle, pushing 
ministry down, which is not to be confused with establishing a hierarchy or thrones and position with titles, 
we can deduce that from the qualification of hating covetousness. 
 
Numbers 11 / Same Spirit 
In Numbers 11, it says that the same Spirit that was upon Moses would be upon these men.  It is the 
same Spirit working through all people, so all people have the gifting to do the work of the ministry, in 
their home or church: 
(Numbers 11:16 NKJV)  So the LORD said to Moses: “Gather to Me seventy men of the elders of Israel, whom you know to be the 
elders of the people and officers over them; bring them to the tabernacle of meeting, that they may stand there with you. 
(Numbers 11:17 NKJV)  “Then I will come down and talk with you there. I will take of the Spirit that is upon you and will put the same 
upon them; and they shall bear the burden of the people with you, that you may not bear it yourself alone. 

 
Ministry pushed Down – Moses can Seek the Lord for Leading 
So the ministry load is spread out, and Moses can be busy about what he is to be busy about, seeking 
the Lord for leading of the flock. 
 
Acts 6 
We see the new Testament version of this in Acts 6 when the Apostles did the same, so they could 
commit themselves to prayer and the study of the Word so they could lead the people: 



(Acts 6:1 NKJV)  Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying, there arose a complaint against the Hebrews 
by the Hellenists, because their widows were neglected in the daily distribution. 
(Acts 6:2 NKJV)  Then the twelve summoned the multitude of the disciples and said, “It is not desirable that we should leave the 
word of God and serve tables. 
(Acts 6:3 NKJV)  “Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, 
whom we may appoint over this business; 
(Acts 6:4 NKJV)  “but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 
(Acts 6:5 NKJV)  And the saying pleased the whole multitude. And they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, and 
Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch, 

 
2 Timothy 2 / Our Ministry Principle 
What we see here in Exodus 18, is the Old Testament example of our ministry principles for this 
Fellowship: 
(2 Timothy 2:1 NKJV)  You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 
(2 Timothy 2:2 NKJV)  And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will 
be able to teach others also. 

 
Where the Points Converge 
There is a point where the two meet, the load being pushed down, and the men and woman raising up.  
As people study this word and are conformed into His image and being equipped for the ministry, they are 
raising up, and as ministry is being pushed down, it converges with the people who are being raised up.  
People are studying, learning and growing, and then an opening/need for a Children’s teacher appears, 
and naturally that person fills in.  Lets plant a church, lets get involved in the Crusade, ok who is God 
raising up.   
 
For Congregations Benefit 
It is the benefit of each member of the congregation to say, how can I lighten the load around this place, 
not just to bless my brothers and sisters, but if I can do something faithfully, and the Pastor and other 
workers need not worry about the “thing” at all, then they will be free to spend more time with the Lord in 
prayer and the Study of the Word, and in turn I will receive more from them because they will be more 
spiritually in-tune with what the Lord wants for this congregation (which includes me), and will have richer 
Bible studies, which will feed me, and nourish me greater so that I may grow in my relationship with the 
Lord. 
 
(Exodus 18:22 NKJV)  “And let them judge the people at all times. Then it will be that every great 
matter they shall bring to you, but every small matter they themselves shall judge. So it will be 
easier for you, for they will bear the burden with you. 
(Exodus 18:23 NKJV)  “If you do this thing, and God so commands you, then you will be able to 
endure, and all this people will also go to their place in peace.” 
 
Plan a Marathon 
Verse 22 – So it will be easier for you, for they will bear the burden with you. – plan your ministry activity 
for the long haul.  Lots of people get excited, overload themselves, and then burn-out trying to do it all.  
We need to plan like it is a marathon, not a sprint.   
 
Jethro says Get the Lords Confirmation 
Catch this, Jethro says seek the Lord on these things I have said and let Him speak.  Good principle 
when someone tells you what they think you should do, let the Lord confirm or deny it.  There is wisdom 
in the multitude of counsel, but ultimately you are responsible for your actions so you best be sure the 
Lord is in it. 
 
Worked – Needs Met in Timely Manner 
The principle works because the needs of the people are met in a timely matter.  People go away in 
peace, and that they have been met with and their issue discussed. Notice it does it say anything about 
happy, Its not the ministers job to make people happy, but to give them godly counsel that will bring them 
peace. 
 
(Exodus 18:24 NKJV)  So Moses heeded the voice of his father-in-law and did all that he had said. 



(Exodus 18:25 NKJV)  And Moses chose able men out of all Israel, and made them heads over the 
people: rulers of thousands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens. 
(Exodus 18:26 NKJV)  So they judged the people at all times; the hard cases they brought to 
Moses, but they judged every small case themselves. 
(Exodus 18:27 NKJV)  Then Moses let his father-in-law depart, and he went his way to his own 
land. 
 
Beginning of a nation 
So they did, and we see the beginning of the forming of a nation. 
 



Exodus 19 
The Precursor to the Law: 19:1-25 

 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
(Exodus 19:1 NKJV)  In the third month after the children of Israel had gone out of the land of 
Egypt, on the same day, they came to the Wilderness of Sinai. 
(Exodus 19:2 NKJV)  For they had departed from Rephidim, had come to the Wilderness of Sinai, 
and camped in the wilderness. So Israel camped there before the mountain. 
 
June / New Calendar / 90 out of Egypt 
The third month is our June in the Jewish calendar.  Remember it was during the Passover in Egypt they 
established a new calendar; so we are about 90 days since the Exodus from Egypt. 
 
Granite Amphitheatre / Be here a Year – Numbers 10 
So now we/they have made it to Mount Sinai.  This valley that leads to the mountain is about 7 miles wide 
and 7 miles long, so they are really crammed in there. The mountains around them are made of solid 
granite. So God has them in an amphitheatre kinds of.  They will be here for about a year, Numbers 10:11 
tells us that it was in the second year that the cloud begins to move again. 
(Numbers 10:11 NKJV)  Now it came to pass on the twentieth day of the second month, in the second year, that the cloud was 
taken up from above the tabernacle of the Testimony. 
(Numbers 10:12 NKJV)  And the children of Israel set out from the Wilderness of Sinai on their journeys; then the cloud settled down 
in the Wilderness of Paran. 
(Numbers 10:13 NKJV)  So they started out for the first time according to the command of the LORD by the hand of Moses. 

 
Given Law – Tabernacle 
In this year they will be given the Law and instruction on how to build the tabernacle.  So this is like 
intense Bible College for them. 
 
(Exodus 19:3 NKJV)  And Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain, 
saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel: 
(Exodus 19:4 NKJV)  ‘You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ 
wings and brought you to Myself. 
 
The Eagle Symbolism / Duet 32 / Mate for Life 
Deuteronomy  32-speaks more of this beautiful symbolism of an eagle.  We have studied this before, how 
she teaches her children to fly, how she catches them before they fall, protecting them from the storms by 
her outstretched wings. So here God is teaching and protecting the Children of Israel.  By the way did you 
know that eagles mate for life?  They even have a marriage ceremony. The female eagle takes a rock 
and drops it, and the male eagle trying to court her has to catch it.  If he does, then she gets another rock 
and drops it lower, and repeats it a few more times, lower and lower.  If he catches it every time then He 
is accepted.  After that the two of them soar up thousands and thousands of feet, and then the male dives 
down upon the female like he is going to strike her, and at the last second she flips over exposing her 
belly side to him, and they lock talons and free fall together (screeching together as they fall), then pull up 
and soar together, and they are married for life. The Lord says that we should mount up as wings of 
eagle, as we unite with Him for life: 
(Deuteronomy 32:10 NKJV)  “He found him in a desert land And in the wasteland, a howling wilderness; He encircled him, He 
instructed him, He kept him as the apple of His eye. 
(Deuteronomy 32:11 NKJV)  As an eagle stirs up its nest, Hovers over its young, Spreading out its wings, taking them up, Carrying 
them on its wings, 
(Deuteronomy 32:12 NKJV)  So the LORD alone led him, And there was no foreign god with him. 

 



(Isaiah 40:31 NKJV)  But those who wait on the LORD Shall renew their strength; They shall mount up with wings like eagles, They 
shall run and not be weary, They shall walk and not faint.  

 
(Exodus 19:5 NKJV)  ‘Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then 
you shall be a special treasure to Me above all people; for all the earth is Mine. 
(Exodus 19:6 NKJV)  ‘And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are 
the words which you shall speak to the children of Israel.” 
 
Special People 
Israel was and is to be a special people unto the Lord. He has a plan and covenant with them.  A priest 
was to be someone who represented god to the people, and intercede between God and people.  We too 
are His special people, a kingdom of priests, and have this same calling: 
(1 Peter 2:9 NKJV)  But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may 
proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 
(1 Peter 2:10 NKJV)  who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have 
obtained mercy. 

 
We are His Inheritance 
God calls us His inheritance, He sees us in a way that even we our selves do not see. 
(Ephesians 1:18 NKJV)  the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what 
are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 

 
Remember Next Time we Fall / Want to Gossip of His Inheritance 
Remember that next time you fall it, or feel what is the use I’ll never get it right.  Remember that next time 
you want to gossip, lay charge, and attack one of His inheritance, God calls them special too, for they 
were bought with Blood! 
 
(Exodus 19:7 NKJV)  So Moses came and called for the elders of the people, and laid before them 
all these words which the LORD commanded him. 
(Exodus 19:8 NKJV)  Then all the people answered together and said, “All that the LORD has 
spoken we will do.” So Moses brought back the words of the people to the LORD. 
 
People Agree 
The people agree, or so they say.  We will see they forget fast.  As we mentioned they are in Bible 
College for a year, but head knowledge is not enough, knowledge must become one with our very being, 
that the two are no longer separable, that you live what you believe and profess.  You can graduate Law 
School with straight A’s, but you still have to pass the Bar Exam to practice Law. 
 
Moses is in some Shape 
As we progress through this chapter, notice how many times Moses goes up and down the mountain.  
Down with the word from the Lord, then back up with the word from the people.  This guy is 80 years old, 
and up and down a mountain he climbs, now that is fit.  Not to mention how strong he must have been 
always carrying those stone tablets around (I love those pictures of Moses, always having the tblets in 
hand). 
 
(Exodus 19:9 NKJV)  And the LORD said to Moses, “Behold, I come to you in the thick cloud, that 
the people may hear when I speak with you, and believe you forever.” So Moses told the words of 
the people to the LORD. 
(Exodus 19:10 NKJV)  Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go to the people and consecrate them 
today and tomorrow, and let them wash their clothes. 
(Exodus 19:11 NKJV)  “And let them be ready for the third day. For on the third day the LORD will 
come down upon Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people. 
(Exodus 19:12 NKJV)  “You shall set bounds for the people all around, saying, ‘Take heed to 
yourselves that you do not go up to the mountain or touch its base. Whoever touches the 
mountain shall surely be put to death. 



(Exodus 19:13 NKJV)  ‘Not a hand shall touch him, but he shall surely be stoned or shot with an 
arrow; whether man or beast, he shall not live.’ When the trumpet sounds long, they shall come 
near the mountain.” 
(Exodus 19:14 NKJV)  So Moses went down from the mountain to the people and sanctified the 
people, and they washed their clothes. 
(Exodus 19:15 NKJV)  And he said to the people, “Be ready for the third day; do not come near 
your wives.” 
 
God Establishes His Holiness / Priesthood / High Priest Jesus – Our Mediator  
God establishes His Holiness with the people, He establishes I Am not the Big Man Upstairs (I mean the 
Mountain), I am a Holy God, you can’t just waltz in, in your flesh, you will need an intercessor.  Here He is 
also establishing the priesthood, which will lead to the one final High Priest, the final mediator between 
God and Man, Christ Jesus 
(1 Timothy 2:5 NKJV)  For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, 
(1 Timothy 2:6 NKJV)  who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time, 

 
Set Yourself Apart 
Let yourself apart, have a time where your focus is on God and absolutely nothing else, even relations 
with your spouse. The New Testament application of this is in 1-Corinthians 7: 
(1 Corinthians 7:5 NKJV)  Do not deprive one another except with consent for a time, that you may give yourselves to fasting and 
prayer; and come together again so that Satan does not tempt you because of your lack of self-control. 

 
Wash Yourself 
The word of the Lord is the same for us today, we are to be washed before we come into His presence, 
and that can only be done by being washed in the blood of Jesus Christ, which cleanses us from all 
unrighteousness.  We then have the Christian bar of soap, 1 John 1:9, the confession of sin.  And then 
we have the washing of the word.  We are to continually cleanse ourselves: 
(Psalms 119:8 NKJV)  I will keep Your statutes; Oh, do not forsake me utterly! 
(Psalms 119:9 NKJV)  How can a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed according to Your word. 
(Psalms 119:10 NKJV)  With my whole heart I have sought You; Oh, let me not wander from Your commandments! 
(Psalms 119:11 NKJV)  Your word I have hidden in my heart, That I might not sin against You! 
 
(John 15:3 NKJV)  “You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. 
 
(Ephesians 5:26 NKJV)  that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 

 
(Exodus 19:16 NKJV)  Then it came to pass on the third day, in the morning, that there were 
thunderings and lightnings, and a thick cloud on the mountain; and the sound of the trumpet was 
very loud, so that all the people who were in the camp trembled. 
(Exodus 19:17 NKJV)  And Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet with God, and they 
stood at the foot of the mountain. 
(Exodus 19:18 NKJV)  Now Mount Sinai was completely in smoke, because the LORD descended 
upon it in fire. Its smoke ascended like the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mountain quaked 
greatly. 
 
What a Sight – Watch Video in Heaven 
What a sight this must have been, can’t wait to watch the video once we get to heaven.  I think that will be 
some of the festivities at the Marriage Supper of the Lamb, as the rest of the world goes through the 
Tribulation. 
 
(Exodus 19:19 NKJV)  And when the blast of the trumpet sounded long and became louder and 
louder, Moses spoke, and God answered him by voice. 
 
Moses Speaks and God Answered 
Moses speaks and the Lord answers – Wow.  And the Lord spoke so all the people could hear Him speak 
to Moses.  Would you ever question anything Moses would ever say again? 
 
You Think People Never Stay Again / Experiences – Must Die to Self – be Obedient to Word 



You would think after seeing all this, the people would follow the Lord and never stray, but that is not the 
case we will see for the next 40 years.   
 
(Exodus 19:20 NKJV)  Then the LORD came down upon Mount Sinai, on the top of the mountain. 
And the LORD called Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses went up. 
(Exodus 19:21 NKJV)  And the LORD said to Moses, “Go down and warn the people, lest they 
break through to gaze at the LORD, and many of them perish. 
(Exodus 19:22 NKJV)  “Also let the priests who come near the LORD consecrate themselves, lest 
the LORD break out against them.” 
(Exodus 19:23 NKJV)  But Moses said to the LORD, “The people cannot come up to Mount Sinai; 
for You warned us, saying, ‘Set bounds around the mountain and consecrate it.’” 
(Exodus 19:24 NKJV)  Then the LORD said to him, “Away! Get down and then come up, you and 
Aaron with you. But do not let the priests and the people break through to come up to the LORD, 
lest He break out against them.” 
 
God says Warn them Again / Exception to the Word of God / His Word is His Will 
The Lord tells Moses to go warn the people again not to touch the mountain. How gracious the Lord is 
that He continually sends warning to us. Moses said they already know not to do that Lord, God says go, 
warn them again. God knew, they that there were some who thought to themselves, this word doesn’t 
apply to me, I am an exception – sound familiar?  How we can think I know what the Lord said, but that 
doesn’t apply to me, I can continue to do what I am doing and I’ll be fine. God says to Moses, tell them 
again for if they touch the mountain they are going to get burned, literally, and so too will you today if you 
challenge the word of God. Many Christians suffer unnecessarily because they think they are an 
exception to God’s Word.  Do you want do be sure you are in His will, obey His words and you will be in 
His will, for His Word is His will. 
 
That Point for Me 
You can have all the experiences in the world, but a person needs to come to a simple place, willingness 
to die to our wants, and be obedient to His Word.  I remember when I came to this point, it was a 
moment, I can remember it like it was yesterday.  I had been questioning His Word (saved about 6 
months), is that really true, that doesn’t sound right to me, and I wrestled with Him over them.  But I 
remember that night I was just laying there in my bed, and I said Lord I know your Word is for my good, 
and I submit to your word; and all I can describe that moment as being is like waves of liquid love flowed 
through my body, it was total peace, I had peace that I no longer had to try to figure it out, all I had to do 
was obey it and apply it to my lives. 
 
(Exodus 19:25 NKJV)  So Moses went down to the people and spoke to them. 
 
In the Movie / Spoken First Orally – Then Written 
In the Movie we see Moses receiving the Ten Commandment and then bringing them to the people. That 
is not the way it happened. God spoke the 10 commandment orally to all the people, and then later 
(chapter 31) God writes them with His finger on the stone tablets and gives them to Moses. It was during 
that time the people made the golden calf, and then Moses threw the tablets and destroyed the calf 
(chapter 32).  In Deuteronomy it says that the Lord talk with them face to face: 
(Deuteronomy 5:22 NKJV)  “These words the LORD spoke to all your assembly, in the mountain from the midst of the fire, the cloud, 
and the thick darkness, with a loud voice; and He added no more. And He wrote them on two tablets of stone and gave them to me. 
(Deuteronomy 5:23 NKJV)  “So it was, when you heard the voice from the midst of the darkness, while the mountain was burning 
with fire, that you came near to me, all the heads of your tribes and your elders. 
(Deuteronomy 5:24 NKJV)  “And you said: ‘Surely the LORD our God has shown us His glory and His greatness, and we have 
heard His voice from the midst of the fire. We have seen this day that God speaks with man; yet he still lives. 
(Deuteronomy 5:25 NKJV)  ‘Now therefore, why should we die? For this great fire will consume us; if we hear the voice of the LORD 
our God anymore, then we shall die. 
(Deuteronomy 5:26 NKJV)  ‘For who is there of all flesh who has heard the voice of the living God speaking from the midst of the 
fire, as we have, and lived? 
(Deuteronomy 5:27 NKJV)  ‘You go near and hear all that the LORD our God may say, and tell us all that the LORD our God says to 
you, and we will hear and do it.’ 

 
People so Afraid – Moses only you Speak to God 



So first it was spoken orally. Notice verses 18-21 in chapter 20, they said Moses from now on you speak 
to God and tell us what He said, for the people were frightened when they heard God’s voice.   
(Exodus 20:18 NKJV)  Now all the people witnessed the thunderings, the lightning flashes, the sound of the trumpet, and the 
mountain smoking; and when the people saw it, they trembled and stood afar off. 
(Exodus 20:19 NKJV)  Then they said to Moses, “You speak with us, and we will hear; but let not God speak with us, lest we die.” 
(Exodus 20:20 NKJV)  And Moses said to the people, “Do not fear; for God has come to test you, and that His fear may be before 
you, so that you may not sin.” 
(Exodus 20:21 NKJV)  So the people stood afar off, but Moses drew near the thick darkness where God was. 

 
Start study of 10 Commandments / Some say Out-of-Date 
In the next chapter we will start our study of the 10 Commandments.  Many Christians today feel that it is 
an out-of-date study, just a reading exercise.  I believe that the study of the 10 Commandments is a most 
crucial study for every Christian, and non-Christian.  So crucial is this study that we will spend a week for 
each Commandment.  
 
Is in Shadow of Grace / All Grace up to this Point / Reveals Need for Grace 
The Law is a guide for life, every calling in the Law is for man’s good, and for society’s good.  A society 
that ignores these Laws is a society that is destroying itself from within.  This Law is a guide for us to live 
by, people try to assign legalism to the Law, but actually the Law, was given in the shadow of grace.  The 
Law was given after they were redeemed from Egypt.  God didn’t say to them keep all these Laws and I 
will deliver you from Egypt.  Not at all, God delivered them from Egypt by His grace, and Israel has always 
been a nation by God’s grace.  Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were promised to be a great Nation all by 
God’s grace for they surely did nothing to be worthy of that calling.  Up to this point we have seen nothing 
but grace for these people as He delivers them through the Red Sea, rains manna from heaven, and 
water from the Rock – it has all be grace, and when the Law comes it is still grace for when the Law is 
revealed, it brings man to the place of needing grace and mercy for man sees how far He has fallen short 
from the standards of the Holy God, and we seek His grace. 
 
The Law a Tutor 
The Law is a schoolmaster to bring us to Christ.  By the Law is the knowledge of sin.  Knowing and 
understanding the Law is necessary for us to share our faith, specifically when we present the gospel: 
(Romans 3:19 NKJV)  Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, that every mouth may be 
stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. 
(Romans 3:20 NKJV)  Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin. 
 
(Galatians 3:24 NKJV)  Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith. 
(Galatians 3:25 NKJV)  But after faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor. 

 
Shows Need for Help / Mirror – Thermometer – Speed Limit 
The Law was given so that they would see the need of Atonement before the Holy God. Man can not be 
made righteous apart from the atoning sacrifice.  The Law is like a mirror, it reveals the dirt on our face. 
Now we don’t scrub the dirt on our face with the mirror for the mirror just shows where the dirt is.  A 
thermometer tells us we have a fever but it can’t take it away. The 55mph speed limit sign doesn’t make 
us slow down, it just tells us we are breaking the Law. 
 
Need Atonement 
The Law was given so that they would see the need of Atonement before the Holy God. Man can not be 
made righteous apart from the atoning sacrifice (to take the Lamb and trade places).  In the Book of 
Hebrews we are told that without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sin: 
(Hebrews 9:22 NKJV)  And according to the law almost all things are purified with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no 
remission. 
 

The Law is Spiritual – Exposes the Heart 
Romans 7:14 tells us the Law is spiritual; it deals with the inner-man.  So no matter what we do on the 
outside, God is looking at the heart.  Jesus said if you have hatred in your heart you are guilty of murder.  
If you lust you are guilty of adultery.  Every man is exposed, and needs a Savior. 
(Romans 7:14 NKJV)  For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am carnal, sold under sin. 
 

 



Perfect Sacrifice – Law still Good 
Rom 3:31-even though the perfect sacrifice has come, we are not to throw out the Law.  Jesus said He 
did not come to throw out the Law. 
(Romans 3:31 NKJV)  Do we then make void the law through faith? Certainly not! On the contrary, we establish the law. 
 
(Matthew 5:17 NKJV)  “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill.  

 
Not Under Condemnation – but Obligation / Still Wrong for Christians to worship Idols 
The Law is still there. We are no longer under the condemnation of the Law but we are under the 
obligation of the law. It is still a guide for every Christian.  It is still wrong to do the things spoken of in the 
Law; having other gods, sexual sin, to steal, to kill, to be disrespectful to parents, to take Lords Name in 
vain. 
 
Romans 8 / Spirit of Life / Law of Degeneration – Regeneration 
Rom 8 speaks of the law of life, and the law of sin and death, both speaking of the Law.  We are not 
under the Law of degeneration, now we are under the Spirit of regeneration.  The same finger that wrote 
the 10 commandment now dwells within us. The Law is good, for it is life. 
(Romans 8:1 NKJV)  There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the 
flesh, but according to the Spirit. 
(Romans 8:2 NKJV)  For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death. 
(Romans 8:3 NKJV)  For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, 
(Romans 8:4 NKJV)  that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but 
according to the Spirit. 
(Romans 8:5 NKJV)  For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according 
to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 
(Romans 8:6 NKJV)  For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 
(Romans 8:7 NKJV)  Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. 
(Romans 8:8 NKJV)  So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

 
Heart of Law found in Lord’s Prayer 
The heart of the Law can be found in the Lords prayer, and is applicable for us today, beautifully 
applicable, for the Law is spirit and the Spirit of God is shaping and conforming us into His image, is 
changing our inner nature: 
(Matthew 6:9 NKJV)  “In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. 
(Matthew 6:10 NKJV)  Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven. 
(Matthew 6:11 NKJV)  Give us this day our daily bread. 
(Matthew 6:12 NKJV)  And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors. 
(Matthew 6:13 NKJV)  And do not lead us into temptation, But deliver us from the evil one. For Yours is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
Father 
The Law will say – I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house 
of bondage. You shall have no other gods before Me. 
We pray – Our Father 
 
Make no Graven Image 
The Law will say – You shall not make for yourself a carved image on earth or sky, you shall not bow 
down to them nor serve them. For I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God,  
We pray – who art in Heaven 
 
Name in Vain 
The Law will say – Take not the Lords name in vain 
We pray – Hallowed be thy name 
 
Sabbath – Rest 
The Law will say – Remember the Sabbath, the time of promised rest 
We pray – they Kingdom come. 
 
Children 



The Law will say – children obey your parents in the Lord so your life may be long upon the earth. 
We pray – On earth as it is in Heaven 
 
Steal 
The Law will say – thou shalt not steal 
We pray – Give us this day our daily bread 
 
Kill 
The Law will say – Thou shalt not kill 
We pray – forgive us our trespasses as we forgive others. 
 
Adultery 
The Law will say – thou shalt not commit adultery 
We pray – lead us not into temptation 
 
Satan – Liar 
The Law will say – thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor (Satan the Father of Lies) 
We pray – keep us from the evil one 
 
Covet 
The Law will say – thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s goods. 
We pray – for thy is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever (we already have it all). 
 
Preached by Jesus / Guide for Lives 
The heart of the Law preached by Jesus, it is internal for us, for it is in us.  The Law is good, and it is a 
guide for our lives, I am looking forward to our next 10 studies. 
 



The 10 Commandments and the OT penalty for violating one of them, and how they were restated again 
in the New Testament. 
 
The 10 Commandments: 

3 Thou shalt have no other gods before me. (Exodus 20:3) 
OT Death Penalty: Ex 22;20; Deut 6:13-15 
NT Restatement:  Acts 14;15 
 
2.) Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing (Exodus 20:4-6) 
OT Death Penalty: Duet 27:15 
NT Restatement: 1 John 5:21 
 
3.) Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; (Exodus 20:7) 
OT Death Penalty: Lev 24:15-16 
NT Restatement: James 5:12 
 
4.) Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. (Exodus 20:8-11) 
OT Death Penalty: Num 15:32-36 
NT Restatement: Col 2:16 
 
5.) Honour thy father and thy mother: (Exodus 20:12) 
OT Death Penalty: Ex 21:15-17 
NT Restatement: Eph 6:1 
 
6.) Thou shalt not kill. (Exodus 20:13) 
OT Death Penalty: Ex 21;12 
NT Restatement: 1 John 3;15 
 
7.) Thou shalt not commit adultery. (Exodus 20:14) 
OT Death Penalty: Lev 20:10 
NT Restatement: 1 Cor 6:9-10 
 
8.) Thou shalt not steal. (Exodus 20:15) 
OT Death Penalty: Ex 21:16 
NT Restatement: Eph 4:28 
 
9.) Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. (Exodus 20:16) 
OT Death Penalty: Duet 18:16-21 
NT Restatement: Col 3:9-10 
 
10.) Thou shalt not covet (Exodus 20:17) 
OT Death Penalty: nothing 
NT Restatement: Eph 5:3 
 
 



Exodus 20 
Thou shalt have no other gods before Me.  

(Exodus 20:3) 
 

Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
The 10 Commandments: 
1.) Thou shalt have no other gods before me. (Exodus 20:3) 
2.) Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing (Exodus 20:4-6) 
3.) Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; (Exodus 20:7) 
4.) Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. (Exodus 20:8-11) 
5.) Honour thy father and thy mother: (Exodus 20:12) 
6.) Thou shalt not kill. (Exodus 20:13) 
7.) Thou shalt not commit adultery. (Exodus 20:14) 
8.) Thou shalt not steal. (Exodus 20:15) 
9.) Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. (Exodus 20:16) 
10.) Thou shalt not covet (Exodus 20:17) 
 
1st Command Preface to Obeying all the Others 
This first commandment is the preface to every commandment and obeying them. He is God. 
 
Commands in 2 Tables / Jesus Sums them Up 
These 10 Commandments can be broken into 2 tables.  One table is vertical, in mans relationship with 
God (Commandments 1-4).  The other Table is horizontal in it deals mans relationship with fellow man 
(Commandments 5-10). They are interlocked and can’t be separated. Jesus sums the two of them when 
He said love the Lord your God with all your heart mind and soul (Table 1) and love your neighbor as 
yourself (Table 2) in this hangs all the Law.  The first Commandment is the preface to every 
commandment and obeying them. He is God: 
(Matthew 22:36 NKJV)  “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?” 
(Matthew 22:37 NKJV)  Jesus said to him, “ ‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all 
your mind.’ 
(Matthew 22:38 NKJV)  “This is the first and great commandment. 
(Matthew 22:39 NKJV)  “And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
(Matthew 22:40 NKJV)  “On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets 
 
Statistics / Book of Judges – Spiritual Decline / No Relationship with God – Apart from His Word 
76 percent of Americans say that God hears their prayers.  77 percent say God intervened in thief life. 70 
percent believe each individual has to decide what is right or wrong.  48 percent believe there is no one 
set standard of right and wrong.  A major problem with America is that a person thinks they can have a 
relationship with God without having in relationship with His word. In the Book of Judges it says that every 
man did what was right in thief own eyes, and we saw the nation Israel decline spiritually.  Rejecting the 
Law of God, is the beginning of the end of any nation that says take them down, cover them up, we will 
not be ruled by them. 
(Judges 21:25 NKJV)  In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes. 

 
Last Days 
It is a sign of the last days, when every man did what was right in own eyes.  We can see America moving 
away from its Christian heritage, and rejecting the Laws of God.  Look at all the commandments that are 
violated in 2 Timothy 3, speaking of the last days: 
(2 Timothy 3:1 NKJV)  But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: 
(2 Timothy 3:2 NKJV)  For men will be lovers of themselves (have no other god before me), lovers of money (thy shall not covet), 
boasters, proud, blasphemers (using Lords name in vain), disobedient to parents (honor thy parents), unthankful, unholy (Laws 1-4), 



(2 Timothy 3:3 NKJV)  unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, 
(2 Timothy 3:4 NKJV)  traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 
(2 Timothy 3:5 NKJV)  having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away! 

 
1 John 5;3 / Not Earn – But it is God’s Love 
These Laws are given as a love gift from our Creator, our Heavenly Father.  In 1 John 5:3, we read this is 
the love of God, that we keep His commandments.  John doesn’t say that we will earn God’s love by 
keeping His commandments; rather he says keeping His commandments is the love of God.  God gave 
us these Laws because of His love for us.  God is saying I made you, I created you, I know what makes 
you tick, and I know what will make you happy.   
(1 John 5:3 NKJV)  For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome. 

 
People Accuse God of Kill-Joy / He Created those Things 
It is an amazing thing, when people accuse God of being a kill-joy, that He doesn’t know what fun is.  
What a deception by the enemy, and people buy into it.  Who do you think created laughter, and joy, and 
the smile.  God created happiness, how could anyone say He doesn’t know what it is.  God created sex, 
and people think they know more about it them Him and question that He knows what He is doing by 
saying “don’t”.  He created joy, yet people think they know more about it then Him and question that He 
knows what He is doing by saying “don’t” drink that, smoke that, buy that ………. 
 
Says Don’t to Assure our Happiness / Our Happiness – God’s Happiness / Loving Wife 
When God gives us a “Do-Not”, it is to assure and make us happy.  Our happiness makes God happy, 
just like any parent loves to see their kid happy.  No parent likes to see their kids sad or hurting, so they 
provide guidelines to make their child happy.  Now, on the flip-side of that, I love my wife and I love to see 
her happy, and I find out what makes her happy and then I do those things to make her happy.  If a man 
or woman claims to love God, then they will do the same.  What makes Him happy, ah, keeping these 
commands, ok then that is what I will do. 
 
90 Days – Israel makes It / God speak to 2.5 Million / Audibly – Written 
So here the Children of Israel have finally made it to Sinai after 90 days.  Sinai will be God’s pulpit, and 
the base of the mountain is like an amphitheatre.  God is going to speak to 2.5 million people.  First He 
will speak audibly to them all, and then He will write these Laws on the 2 stone tablets (Refer to last 
weeks study).   
 
Commands in 2 Tables / Jesus Sums them Up 
These 10 Commandments broken into 2 tables.  One table is vertical, in mans relationship with God 
(Commandments 1-4).  The other Table is horizontal in it deals mans relationship with fellow man 
(Commandments 5-10). They are interlocked and can’t be separated. Jesus sums the two of them when 
He said love the Lord your God with all your heart mind and soul (Table 1) and love your neighbor as 
yourself (Table 2) in this hangs all the Law: 
(Matthew 22:36 NKJV)  “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?” 
(Matthew 22:37 NKJV)  Jesus said to him, “ ‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all 
your mind.’ 
(Matthew 22:38 NKJV)  “This is the first and great commandment. 
(Matthew 22:39 NKJV)  “And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
(Matthew 22:40 NKJV)  “On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.” 

 
The Law is Guide for Life / Grasp Them for Evangelism 
The Law is a Guide for Life, it is a guide for Living, it is the Law for a Nation, and any nation that follows 
them will prosper, and those that will not follow them that nation will end in ruin.  As we study these 10 
Commandments, having a sure grasp on them, committing them deep within our heart, gives us 10 
cannons when sharing the gospel.  We won’t have to get in their face and have a confrontation, we can 
just expose them to the Law, and let them decide if they are guilty before God, and prayerfully they will 
see that they are, and seek out the need for the Savior, the need to be expunged from their guilt.  For by 
the Law is the knowledge of sin.  I saw a news clip (think it was CNN) on Kirk Cameron and his new role 
as an evangelists and making the Left Behind movies.  Kirk Cameron is mentored by Ray Comfort and 
they use the 10 Commandments to show people their sin, and a need for a Savior.  So the interviewer 
asked Kirk Cameron, so do you really believe that if a person doesn’t receive Jesus Christ as their Savior 



that they are going to hell.  You could tell the question caught him off guard, kinda of like he didn’t want to 
come across as unloving and fire and brimstone, so he stumbled for a second, and then stuttered, but 
then clearly said – yes I do.  The interviewer turns to Ray Comfort and says, do you believe the same 
thing, and Ray had the perfect answer, he said I just share with them the 10 Laws of god, and then I let 
them decide.  Perfect answer for we aren’t the judge, we don’t have to tell people they are going to hell, 
all we have to do is tell them the Law, clearly I might add, and then let them decide.  We as evangelist 
and we are evangelist called to share this Good News, need to know this Law as well as we know the 
cross: 
(Romans 3:19 NKJV)  Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, that every mouth may be 
stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. 
(Romans 3:20 NKJV)  Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin. 

 
The Law Brings Death or It Brings Life 
The Law of God will bring death, or it will bring life.  I have been asked why do you do what you do, all the 
time and sacrifice, and many times attacks.  I tell them because I believe that people are dying and going 
to hell, and I believe (according to God’s Word) that I can be used to affect that.  Under the Old Covenant 
(Testament) it brought physical death (see chart above).  For every commandment broken (except 
coveting – who can prove that), there was a death penalty given for it.  Now, if you saw someone 
breaking or contemplating breaking a commandment, would you just walk on by, or would you feel an 
urgency to tell them the penalty that will follow.  So too today, for the Law under the New Covenant is 
spiritual, and the violator of the Law will face spiritual death.  So important study for the believer and 
unbeliever: 
(Romans 7:14 NKJV)  For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am carnal, sold under sin. 

 

Thou shalt have no other gods before me. (Exodus 20:1-3) 
 
(Exodus 20:1 NKJV)  And God spoke all these words, saying: 
(Exodus 20:2 NKJV)  “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of 
the house of bondage. 
 
Self-Existent One / Never Proves Existence / Always has Been 
Verse 2 – I am the Lord your God – Scholars all agree that this means, “I shall Be, I Am, I was”. The 
name infers that He is the self-existent One, He always has been and always will be. God never tries to 
prove His existence.  He starts His Law the way He started His creation, “I am God and I need not explain 
that to any man”. He doesn’t explain or try to answers those questions (well where did God come from), 
He starts Genesis with “In the beginning God”, - never going back beyond that other than saying “I have 
always been”. 
(Genesis 1:1 NKJV)  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 

 
His Claim on Our Lives / Future – Present – Past 
God’s claim upon our lives is that:  

• I Am Jehovah, there is no place in the future that I am not Lord over.  

• There is no present thing in your life that I can not Master,  

• And there is no part of your history that I was not there. Even before we were saved He was there 
working 

 
1st Command Preface to Obeying all the Others 
This first commandment is the preface to every commandment and obeying them. He is God 

 
 (Exodus 20:3 NKJV)  “You shall have no other gods before Me. 

 
India 330 Million gods / America is not Monotheistic  
India alone proclaims 330 million gods. America today is far from a monotheistic one god nation. America 
worships the earth, Allah, Buddha, Krishna, Satan, and there is thousands of variations to so-called 
Christianity. 
 



Purpose Life not Freedom – Finding right Master / Freedom of World comes with AIDS – Divorce 
The pursuit and purpose of life is not freedom, but finding the right Master.  For many men today, their so-
called freedom is mastering them. I am free to have sex whenever, wherever, and with whomever I 
please. That freedom comes with Aids, STD, pregnancy, broken marriages. Some say I am free to shoot 
this up or drink this down, and that freedom comes with bondages to those things. Some say I am free to 
make as much money as I can, and that freedom becomes bondage and separation from family and 
health. Life isn’t about finding freedom but finding the right master, and when you do find that right Master 
(whose name is Jesus Christ), and yield to Him, then true freedom comes. 

 
First Command – No Other god / Asked Individually  
The first command is we are to have no other gods before you, He is speaking to 2.5 million people yet 
He says you, He speaks to us individually. As an individual who is your god? He asks, who is your god? -  
not your wife god, not your parents gods,  not your church’s god, but who is your god? 
 
You Shall Have – Speaks of Desire / God is Title – Person’s Master Passion 
You shall have – speaks of desire, your hearts desire, not speaking of intellect.  God says you shall 
desire no other gods.  God is not really a name.  We use it as a name.  We use it to refer to JEHOVAH, 
but God is, in reality, a title, and a person’s god is that master passion that governs a person’s life.   
 
Before Me – Before My Face / I Delivered You – not Them / Not in My Vision 
Before Me – He says before me-which means before my face.  You shall bring No other gods before my 
face, period.  He says to them, and says to us today, I am God, I delivered you, not your other gods.  I 
delivered you so that you would be my special people and you will not desire anything above me and you 
will not bring any gods within my field of vision, and nothing is outside His vision even if you think you are 
hiding it from Him. 
 
You Shall Have – Desire / God is Title / Many gods – More Sophisticated  
You shall have – speaks of desire, your hearts desire, not speaking of intellect.  God says you shall 
desire no other gods.  Again, God is not really a name.  We use it as a name.  We use it to refer to 
JEHOVAH, but God is, in reality, a title, and a person’s god is that master passion that governs a 
person’s life.  There are many gods today, we just changed the name and made it sound more 
sophisticated.  
 
Mammon god of Power / Power – Money / It is a Tyrant  
In the Old Testament, that god of power was known as Mammon, the god of prosperity.  There are some 
people who’s god is power, money; and their whole thrust of life is that of gaining more power.  It absorbs 
them.  It’s their compulsion; it’s the absorbing compulsion of their life; to get, to get, more, more, more.  
It’s really a rather tyrannical god.  Once it gets a hold of you, there’s really no way out.  It is not only the 
wealthy who are prone to worship money, it is anyone who places a priority of money over God. 
 
Baal god of Intellect 
The god of the intellect of the Old Testament was known as Baal.  For some people, their intellect is their 
god.  Their whole thrust of life is the developing of their understanding; and it has taken the control, it’s 
their master passion.   My education, my intellectual understanding of things that the common man can’t 
grasp.  Evolution, Da Vinci code, nothing new today, they are just the same old garbage repacked with a 
different color bow. 
 
Molech 
For some people, their god is pleasure.  In the Old Testament, the god of pleasure was called Molech.  
To earn Molech’s blessing upon a person’s new business, the Molech worshipper would place his first 
born in an earthen jar and build the walls of his shop around it, believing that the baby entombed within 
the walls wasn’t really dead, but would reappear in his next child.  Molech demanded sacrifice inorder to 
bless the business, so that is why the person would sacrifice their child.  How horrible we would say 
today, a person sacrificing their child in order to get ahead in the business world and prosper, so they 
may have pleasures with the increased prosperity.  Oh they would justify it and say but when I succeed in 
my business, then the whole family will be blessed by it.  How many a parent do the same thing today; 



they virtually ignore their children in the name of advancing their career, mistakenly thinking that once 
their business is successful, their position is secure, they can reconnect with their kids.  The problem is 
the kids grow up, the time is lost, and the opportunity dies. 
 
Ashteroth god of Sensuality  
Ashteroth was the god of sensuality, much like Molech.  The attitude was if it feels good do it.  Now we 
don’t bow before them but then, but we justify it and say we are in love, we are getting married someday, 
or we are married in god’s eyes, its freedom not legalism, we want to spend the rest of our lives together.  
If that is so true than why are there so many divorces.  Ashteroth today comes with bunny ears (Playboy), 
Hustler magazine, and McDougal’s right around the corner.  It comes today with no commitments, no 
need for faithfulness, move on when you are no longer in to it.  It comes in paper, it comes through a wire, 
it comes via a satellite, it comes on a stage, and if you choose it will come to you hotel or car.  It is the 
number one business and money maker on the internet.  By the way, you people who are clicking on-line, 
punching your credit card digits into a computer, do you realize that the major majority of these porn sites 
are run by organized crimes, and many of those are based overseas in Asia and Russia, so you are 
giving your credit card number to the mob……….foolish. 
 
This sensuality also comes with a “don’t inconvenience me” also.  As with Molech, the god of pleasure, if 
anything was to make a person inconvenience, out it would go.  Molech demanded a sacrifice, a baby 
sacrifice per person.  So people would give a baby that they weren’t attached too.  They would have a 
child with a person they knew they weren’t going to marry, and sacrifice that baby, so they wouldn’t have 
to sacrifice the child of the person they were in love with.  They made metal statues that were hollowed 
out on the inside, and base would be opened to fuel it with fire, and they would heat the metal until it was 
blazing red, and then place the baby on the outstretched arms of Molech, and the the baby would be 
consumed.  It isn’t much different today, 40 million babies in 40 years, because most of them were not at 
the right time, they were inconvenient, and would mess up the future relationship or their current plans.  
We don’t burn the baby with fire, we just burn them with a salt solution. 
 
Many Gods – Only 1 True God / Every Man Governed by some Philosophy – Ideal – Ambition – 
Desire that Drives Him 
There are many gods; there’s only one true and living eternal God who created the heavens and the 
earth.  But every man has a god.  Every man is governed by some philosophy, some ideal, some 
ambition, some driving force that is the center part of his being that gets him out of bed in the morning 
and gets him going during the day.  You’re living for something, and whatever it is that is at the center of 
your life, that master passion, that is your god.  That which absorbs the most of your thought, and the 
most of your life, has become your god. 
 
Easy Test – Who your god Is 
It is quite an easy test to determine who you god is.  Just ask yourself some simple questions: 

• What consumes most of your thought life? 

• Who do you seek to please in your life – self or God? 

• Where do you spend the most of your time? 

• What do you spend the most of your money on? 
 
Become what Worship 
Man will become whatever he worships, regardless of the profession from their mouth, they will become 
what they worship and it will be clear who their god is.  Whoever your god is, that god will master you.  I 
can think of no one better to master me.  Who your god is, is who you will become, and I can think of no 
one better that I would rather be like: 
(Psalms 135:14 NKJV)  For the LORD will judge His people, And He will have compassion on His servants. 
(Psalms 135:15 NKJV)  The idols of the nations are silver and gold, The work of men’s hands. 
(Psalms 135:16 NKJV)  They have mouths, but they do not speak; Eyes they have, but they do not see; 
(Psalms 135:17 NKJV)  They have ears, but they do not hear; Nor is there any breath in their mouths. 
(Psalms 135:18 NKJV)  Those who make them are like them; So is everyone who trusts in them. 

 
That god will master You / But the True God – nothing can Diminish Him 



Whoever your god is, that god will master you.  I can think of no one better to master me.  With the proper 
master, nothing can be taken away from you.  Poverty, poor health, national disasters, our God will still be 
God, He cannot be diminished by those things, He will remain God through health and wealth, or lack 
thereof.  Should the doctor say its terminal, it won’t effect that He is God of your life.  If the boss says 
sorry, He will still be God, and if that girl says see ya, He will still be God.  As for those other gods, they 
are dependant on the external circumstances to remain god, whereas the True God is outside of 
circumstances.  He may use circumstances but He is never dependant on them to remain God.   
 
(Exodus 20:3 NKJV)  “You shall have no other gods before Me. 
 
 
Communion Service – The 1 True God 



2.) Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, 
or any likeness of any thing 

 (Exodus 20:4-6) 
 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
The 10 Commandments: 
1.) Thou shalt have no other gods before me. (Exodus 20:3) 
2.) Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing (Exodus 20:4-6) 
3.) Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; (Exodus 20:7) 
4.) Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. (Exodus 20:8-11) 
5.) Honour thy father and thy mother: (Exodus 20:12) 
6.) Thou shalt not kill. (Exodus 20:13) 
7.) Thou shalt not commit adultery. (Exodus 20:14) 
8.) Thou shalt not steal. (Exodus 20:15) 
9.) Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. (Exodus 20:16) 
10.) Thou shalt not covet (Exodus 20:17) 
 
1st Command Preface to Obeying all the Others 
This first commandment is the preface to every commandment and obeying them. He is God. 
 
Commands in 2 Tables / Jesus Sums them Up 
These 10 Commandments can be broken into 2 tables.  One table is vertical, in mans relationship with 
God (Commandments 1-4).  The other Table is horizontal in it deals mans relationship with fellow man 
(Commandments 5-10). They are interlocked and can’t be separated. Jesus sums the two of them when 
He said love the Lord your God with all your heart mind and soul (Table 1) and love your neighbor as 
yourself (Table 2) in this hangs all the Law.  The first Commandment is the preface to every 
commandment and obeying them. He is God: 
(Matthew 22:36 NKJV)  “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?” 
(Matthew 22:37 NKJV)  Jesus said to him, “ ‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all 
your mind.’ 
(Matthew 22:38 NKJV)  “This is the first and great commandment. 
(Matthew 22:39 NKJV)  “And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
(Matthew 22:40 NKJV)  “On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets 
 
2.) Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing (Exodus 20:4-6) 
 
(Exodus 20:4 NKJV)  “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything 
that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth; 
(Exodus 20:5 NKJV)  you shall not bow down to them nor serve them. For I, the LORD your God, 
am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and fourth 
generations of those who hate Me, 
(Exodus 20:6 NKJV)  but showing mercy to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My 
commandments. 
 
Command 1 – One God – Eternal / Command 2 – One Way to Worship 
Commandment 1, is that there is only one true God. He is self-existent and eternal.  Although there are 
many gods made by the people, there is only one true God.  Since there is only one True God, the 
second command demands that He be worshiped the correct way.  We are commanded not worship Him 
in the wrong way, we have already established that the other gods are false, command 2 is not reiterating 



that.  What the second command is saying is that man is not to make an image and call that image the 
One True God. 
 
Parents – Worship Correctly – More Caught than Taught 
He is saying to us parents today, “worship me correctly parents, and so too will your children worship Me 
the correct way, and so too will your children’s children.  As we have said often, more is caught than 
taught 
 
Often Skimmed – Idol Worshipped / Must Worship Correct Way / Who – How 
This 2nd Command is often skimmed over, because man thinks it is about bowing down to idols, it is much 
more than that, God is making a clear statement here, man must worship Him the correct way.  The first 
commandment was who to worship, the second commandment is how to worship Him. 
 
No Face through Cloud 
Back in Deuteronomy, it says that when God spoke to His people, He didn’t stick His head through the 
clouds and show His face, so don’t you try to put a face on Him. 
(Deuteronomy 4:12 NKJV)  “And the LORD spoke to you out of the midst of the fire. You heard the sound of the words, but saw no 
form; you only heard a voice. 
(Deuteronomy 4:13 NKJV)  “So He declared to you His covenant which He commanded you to perform, the Ten Commandments; 
and He wrote them on two tablets of stone. 
(Deuteronomy 4:14 NKJV)  “And the LORD commanded me at that time to teach you statutes and judgments, that you might 
observe them in the land which you cross over to possess. 
(Deuteronomy 4:15 NKJV)  “Take careful heed to yourselves, for you saw no form when the LORD spoke to you at Horeb out of the 
midst of the fire, 
(Deuteronomy 4:16 NKJV)  “lest you act corruptly and make for yourselves a carved image in the form of any figure: the likeness of 
male or female, 
(Deuteronomy 4:17 NKJV)  “the likeness of any animal that is on the earth or the likeness of any winged bird that flies in the air, 
(Deuteronomy 4:18 NKJV)  “the likeness of anything that creeps on the ground or the likeness of any fish that is in the water 
beneath the earth. 
(Deuteronomy 4:19 NKJV)  “And take heed, lest you lift your eyes to heaven, and when you see the sun, the moon, and the stars, all 
the host of heaven, you feel driven to worship them and serve them, which the LORD your God has given to all the peoples under 
the whole heaven as a heritage. 

 
Just Left 3000 Idols in Egypt 
May I remind you they have just left Egypt and the 3000 gods the Egyptians worshipped The Egyptians 
put faces and forms on their gods. The face of a bird, a snake, a beetle, a picture of the Sun. God 
declares make no image of me in the likeness of the sky above, the earth, or the sea below. 
 
God’s Jealousy / Anything Less is Less / Opening Flood Gates 
It is important to understand that Gods jealousy isn’t like ours. Ours is suspicious, wondering what the 
other is doing and with whom are they doing it with. God doesn’t have that kind of jealousy, He already 
knows what we are doing and who we are doing it with.  His jealousy brings pain to His heart because He 
knows that anything less than Him is less and He hates to see us rob ourselves and take away from 
ourselves all that He desires for us.  He is not limiting us, putting us in bondage or legalism, He is 
breaking open the flood gate of blessing so that we may receive all the riches and treasures that come 
with worshipping Him. 
 
Image Distorts Him / Take Picture of Me 
No image can display an external God; it causes distortion of who He truly is.  A picture of me will never 
bring forth my character or nature. You may take a picture of me and have preconceived ideas of who I 
am based on my height, my build, my eyes, was I smiling or not.  The only way to ever come to know my 
true character or nature is to spend time with me. 
 
Appeal to Senses / Walk by Faith 
Images appeal to our senses because we can see them; but we are called to be a people that walk by 
faith, not by sight: 
(2 Corinthians 5:7 NKJV)  For we walk by faith, not by sight. 

 
The Golden Calf / Not Changing God 



The children of Israel several chapters later, tell Aaron make us gods that we may worship. Aaron makes 
the golden calf and says tomorrow we will have a feast unto the Lord (YHVH), they were not changing 
Gods, they were just saying this image of the golden calf represents Him, and we want an image that we 
can worship Him through. 
(Exodus 32:4 NKJV)  And he received the gold from their hand, and he fashioned it with an engraving tool, and made a molded calf. 
Then they said, “This is your god, O Israel, that brought you out of the land of Egypt!” 
(Exodus 32:5 NKJV)  So when Aaron saw it, he built an altar before it. And Aaron made a proclamation and said, “Tomorrow is a 
feast to the LORD.” 
 

Icons / Statues  
We have spoken before about Icons that people believe that they can only speak or worship God while 
looking at or through that Icon. We spoke about this very thing in our study of the 7 churches in 
Revelation.  The Catholic Church has their variation of this with the statues or painting of the saints and 
Jesus believing that a person must pray through them for God to hear their prayers.  An extreme measure 
of this is that God won’t even hear their prayers/worship, so they need to go through Mary, so many 
people Mary statues and pray before the statue. This is not how God Called man to worship Him. 
 
Application for Us / Image of Him in Our Mind / Live in Sin 
What is the application for us, we here at Calvary Chapel, who don’t get into statues, and icons, and the 
likes.  Even though we don’t make images with our hands of who God is, or how we worship to Him, we 
all can be in danger of creating an image of God in our mind of who He is and how we worship Him. We 
can say He is a God of love and grace therefore I can live in my sin of this or that.  Christians, can take 
the incorruptible God and make Him corruptible: 
(Romans 1:23 NKJV)  and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man; and birds and four-
footed animals and creeping things. 

 
Man over Years – Looked at Sky / Man not too Far Off / He Understands my Weakness 
Man over the years has looked at the sky and seen the soaring eagle and then made the image of the 
eagle and said this is God, for He is majestic and soars in the heavenly.  They have looked at the Sun 
and said this is God, and made a painting of the Sun and worshipped it, saying this is God for it brings me 
warmth, and lights my way.  Modern man isn’t too far off of that.  God is love, so the image of my God in 
my mind is that He allows me to do anything, understands all my weaknesses and temptations, and will 
not ever be upset when I do them. 
 
We made in his Image / Not Conform Him to Ours 
We are made in His image, yet how often we try to make Him into our image; we ignore His word and try 
to conform Him to the image we have created.  All love, all grace, skipping over His holiness and 
righteousness. 
 
No need to Imagine / Jesus is the Expressed Image 
There is no need to leave it up to our imagination; we can simply look to Jesus Christ, for Jesus is the 
expressed image of God.  In Romans 8, the Lords plan for us is that we would be conformed into the 
Image of His Son: 
(Colossians 1:15 NKJV)  He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 
(Colossians 1:16 NKJV)  For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. 
 
(Romans 8:29 NKJV)  For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the 
firstborn among many brethren. 

 
Parents – Image we Project 
The other application for us, parents, what image do we project of the Heavenly Father to our kids. Do we 
reflect His image?  I pray my children will see the reflection of Him in me, by my love, grace, mercy, by my 
righteousness, by the word of God is the word of My Home. That I will never allow a sin of my preference 
into my life, yet still name the name of Christ and expect my child to understand.  
 
Know when Playing Church / How Pray – Word – Church – Tough Situtions 



Your kids know when something is real or just something we do, Oh that our kids will say I want to know 
my moms God, my dad’s God because their God is real, and they lived their whole life for Him.  Kids 
know when you are playing Church. They know when they see you in prayer, in the word, handling hard 
situations in godly ways, they know, they watch.  I will spend my whole life and count it worth it all that my 
kids say, Jesus was above all in his life. That they would say my father was a worshipping of Him, my 
father walked with Him, and my father lived to serve Him.  That my child will say, that is what I saw in my 
father. 
 
Days Sunday Christianity Over  
Parents let me tell you the days of Sunday Christianity is over (and for many Christians they can’t even 
make a consistent Sunday).  You are developing a pattern of life for your kids and if you think your child 
can make it through this world, navigate all the stuff and all the garbage they are bombarded with by you 
being a Sunday Christian, you will reflect back and live in regret that you didn’t spend more time teaching 
them, showing them by example, how to worship God, teaching them how He wants us to worship Him. 
 
How infectious Are You 
How infectious is your commitment to the Lord, how contagious are you? Parents don’t expect you’re kids 
to go further in Christ than you have.  I am not saying that they may not, but I am saying based on this 
passage, don’t expect it.  What you sow, is what you will reap. 
 
No need to Imagine / Jesus is the Expressed Image 
There is no need to leave it up to our imagination; we can simply look to Jesus Christ, for Jesus is the 
expressed image of God.  In Romans 8, the Lords plan for us is that we would be conformed into the 
Image of His Son: 
(Colossians 1:15 NKJV)  He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 
(Colossians 1:16 NKJV)  For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. 
 
(Romans 8:29 NKJV)  For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the 
firstborn among many brethren. 

 
Great Tune-Up 
The 10 Commandments are guides for life, what a great tune-up for all of us, how challenging they are. 
 
 
 
 



3.) Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; 
(Exodus 20:7) 

 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
The 10 Commandments: 
1.) Thou shalt have no other gods before me. (Exodus 20:3) 
2.) Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing (Exodus 20:4-6) 
3.) Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; (Exodus 20:7) 
4.) Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. (Exodus 20:8-11) 
5.) Honour thy father and thy mother: (Exodus 20:12) 
6.) Thou shalt not kill. (Exodus 20:13) 
7.) Thou shalt not commit adultery. (Exodus 20:14) 
8.) Thou shalt not steal. (Exodus 20:15) 
9.) Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. (Exodus 20:16) 
10.) Thou shalt not covet (Exodus 20:17) 
 
1st Command Preface to Obeying all the Others 
This first commandment is the preface to every commandment and obeying them. He is God. 
 
Great Tune-Up 
The 10 Commandments are guides for life, what a great tune-up for all of us, how challenging they are. 
 

3.) Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; (Exodus 20:7 

(Exodus 20:7 NKJV)  “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will 
not hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain. 
 
Who to Worship – How to Worship 
Commandment 1 was who to worship, and Commandment 2 was how to worship Him. 
 
3 Command – Beauty of His Name / We have Name to Hang our Faith On 
Now the 3rd Commandment, His Name, and oh the beauty of His Name. A Name to be worshipped and 
adored, what a beautiful name it is – Jesus.  We as believers now have a name to hang our faith upon. 
The God who loves us, we know His name. The God who cares about every detail of our lives, we call out 
to Him by name. The God who chose the nails, we know His Name and He knows ours. Is there any 
name more beautiful than the name of Jesus? The very name is sweetness on our lips, like honey on our 
lips. The very name should lift us up into the heavenlies, and take us to a place of worship. 
 
Still talking Worship / Name brings us to Worship – Stirs our Heart 
I believe this commandment is as much about worship as it is about reverence.  Commands 1 and 2, who 
to worship and how He is to be worshipped, and here the name is to bring us into worship as we don’t 
allow it to be something common, but something that causes our hearts to stir as we dwell on the 
character and nature of the One who is called by that name. 
 
Revival – become a Worshipper / Mediate on all that he Is – Character & Nature 
Precious people if you ask me what it will take for revival in a man’s heart, in a church, in a nation, I will 
tell you – become a worshipper of God. Find a place, set yourself aside, go into that place and just 
worship Him, exalt Him, lift praises up to Him, mediate on all that He is, all His character and nature, and 
as you do your heart will melt and you’ll find yourself entering deeper into worship and deeper in love with 
Him. 
 



Prayer Life Dry – Sterile / Become a Worshipper / Think Upon Him – Torrents of Living Water 
People tell me often I just seem dry, my prayer life seems sterile, my mind seems to race and/or become 
easily distracted by the things and cares of the world.  They say I want to be sold-out and on-fire, but I 
just can’t seem to get there.  I tell them, become a worshipper of God.  Dwell on how great He is, tell Him 
how beautiful He is, just bask in Him and watch how your heart will break open and the torrents of Living 
water will flow in to you.  Think upon His name, and let it water your soul.  Don’t focus on you, but on Him 
– Dwell on Him and all that He is, Jesus and His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
(Isaiah 9:6 NKJV)  For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name 
will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 
Beautiful Name – But a Thou Shalt Not / Spiritual Force Behind It / Tongue set on fire from Hell 
What a name, how beautiful, how sweet to us. But this commandment comes with a “thou shalt not”, 
why?  The reason is because there is a spiritual force behind the scene that seeks to diminish that Name, 
to make that name common (In the Bible to make something profane is to make it common, ordinary, no 
different than any other thing in its class. How we see it so in our world around us today). James says that 
the tongue is set on-fire by hell, Satan is behind this force: 
(James 3:6 NKJV)  And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity. The tongue is so set among our members that it defiles the whole 
body, and sets on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire by hell. 

 
Tongue Powerful – Starts Wars / Why not Buddha Dam It 
How powerful man’ tongue is. It has started wars between nations, churches, and families. There is a 
spiritual force behind the tongue, and the Lord commands us not to take His name in vain with this 
tongue.  Why is it that when someone hits there finger or stubs their toe that they curse God-Jesus, why 
don t they say Buddha dam it?  Or scream out “Harry-Krishna”? Why is it when people curse in front of 
us, they apologize?  It is because there is a spiritual force behind it, and that force has an agenda.  
 
By the Way – When Others Curse – I Praise / Isn’t He Wonderful 
By the way, every time someone uses His name in vain or curses Him around me, I say in my heart “but I 
praise you Lord, they curse you Lord but I praise your Holy Name”.  I think of that day when you will take 
your hands, wipe away every tear from my eye, you will hold my face in your hand and look unto me with 
love, they curse you but I praise you.  I love it when I walk in a room or whatever and the person slams 
the phone down, or speaks derogatorily of Jesus Christ, and after they say something like that I say to 
them, oh isn’t He wonderful, and I just look at them lovingly.  It usually leaves them speechless. I know a 
guy who says when someone speaks out “JESUS CHRIST”, he looks at them and goes oh do you know 
Him too, isn’t He wonderful, where do you go to church? 
 
Vain – Empty of Meaning 
Verse 7 – “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain………………Vain means – “empty 
of meaning” 
 
Name – includes all that Comes with that Name 
Verse 7 – “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain -. The word “name” means not just 
His name but all that is attached to it, like His character His nature, and His position. 
 
What Satan doing – Desensitizing / Acts – James 
What is it that Satan is doing by making Jesus’ name common, he is desensitizing people to the Name of 
Jesus, trying to make it common, and trying to diminish the power that His name represents.  How 
powerful is this name? 
(Acts 4:12 NKJV)  “Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must 
be saved.” 
 
(Philippians 2:10 NKJV)  that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those 
under the earth, 
(Philippians 2:11 NKJV)  and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 
Name doesn’t Impact Anymore / Curse makes us Cringe / Should be Reversed 



People become desensitized and when we talk about Him with them, the Name doesn’t impact them; the 
name is so common place that it seems anything like what book of Acts and James says it is.  You know 
how it is when someone uses His name with a curse word, as a curse word, and how it just kinda goes 
through us like a knife, makes us cringe.  Well the reverse is suppose to happen, that when we speak His 
name to people they should feel it goes through them like a knife, that sinful man will cringe in the 
presence of the Holy God.  But the name is so common place today that it doesn’t even impact a sinner. 
 
Gone with Wind / Damn – Desensitized / Same with Name of Lord Today 
Maybe you remember reading about this (or was alive at the time of this), but the first swear word used in 
the movies was Red Butler telling Scarlet O’Hare that “frankly my dear, I don’t give a damn”.  People were 
shocked that the word damn was spoken in such a context, that it was used as it was.  Do you know what 
the word “damn” means?  It actually has a theologically meaning to it.  It means “doomed to hell, eternal 
fire”, and when it was used it had major impact, it would make people shiver at the thought of hell, the 
Lake of Fire.  Gone with the Wind was the beginning of desensitizing hell.  Today the word damn is so 
common, that if we took a poll, the majority of you wouldn’t have know what it meant.  The same 
desensitizing is true today with the name of the Lord Jesus, and people are desensitized to the reality of 
who He is.  There is a spiritual force at work behind making the name of the Lord common, vain, empty of 
meaning. 
 
Name so Reverenced / Jews not Say It / YHVH / Bathed before Writing Name 
How far have we come?  So reverenced is His name that Jews refused to even pronounce His name. 
They removed the vowels from His name so man wouldn’t try to pronounce His name in the possibility 
they would pronounce it incorrectly.  They would then spell it as YHVH (known as the tetragrammaton).  
When the teachers would come to the name of God in the writings they wouldn’t even pronounce it in fear 
of pronouncing it incorrectly,  instead they would just say ‘’the Name’’  When the Scribes came to His 
name when the were copying the manuscripts, so Holy did they consider His name that they would first 
take a bath, change clothes, get a fresh pen, and write out His Name.  Imagine doing that in some verses 
where His name is mentioned three or four times, or some chapter where it is mention a dozen times His 
name was reverenced.  Just think how long it would take to write Genesis chapter 1. 
 
Leviticus 24 / God Serious 
In Leviticus 24, an man who had Egyptian father and a Jewish mother (she may have been a sexual 
slave in Egypt who became pregnant) used the Lord’s name in vain, they brought the matter to Moses 
who said lets pray about this and see what the Lord leads us to do (which is a good example for us, we 
need not make snap decisions on tough and delicate situations). The Lord spoke to Moses and gave 
direction that the person be stoned. God was and is serious about taking His name in vain, as He says 
that those who do He will not hold them guiltless: 
(Leviticus 24:10 NKJV)  Now the son of an Israelite woman, whose father was an Egyptian, went out among the children of Israel; 
and this Israelite woman’s son and a man of Israel fought each other in the camp. 
(Leviticus 24:11 NKJV)  And the Israelite woman’s son blasphemed the name of the Lord and cursed; and so they brought him to 
Moses. (His mother’s name was Shelomith the daughter of Dibri, of the tribe of Dan.) 
(Leviticus 24:12 NKJV)  Then they put him in custody, that the mind of the LORD might be shown to them. 
(Leviticus 24:13 NKJV)  And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 
(Leviticus 24:14 NKJV)  “Take outside the camp him who has cursed; then let all who heard him lay their hands on his head, and let 
all the congregation stone him. 
(Leviticus 24:15 NKJV)  “Then you shall speak to the children of Israel, saying: ‘Whoever curses his God shall bear his sin. 
(Leviticus 24:16 NKJV)  ‘And whoever blasphemes the name of the LORD shall surely be put to death. All the congregation shall 
certainly stone him, the stranger as well as him who is born in the land. When he blasphemes the name of the Lord, he shall be put 
to death. 

 
Letter from Jewish People Today 
Even today when I get emails from devout Jews, still today they won’t spell out God or Lord. They write 
“G-d” for God, and YHVH, for the Lord. 
 
God Amplifies – Adds that He won’t hold Guiltless  
God amplifies this command by saying the Lord will Not hold him guiltless when does. Interestingly God 
doesn’t apply that statement to murder or stealing and we know that to be true that He will.  But here He 



specifically calls that out; He will not hold the person guiltless.  God is serious about this, not using His 
Name in vain 
 
Still Serious Today 
We are in the dispensation of grace but that doesn’t mean that He is any less than serious about His 
Name.  The Law is a guide for our lives, we are no longer under the condemnation of the Law but we are 
still under the obligation of the Law. 
 
Law found in Lord’s Prayer 
As we have mentioned before, the Law can be found in the Lords prayer,  we find the heart of the Law in 
the Lord’s prayer.   
(Matthew 6:9 NKJV)  “In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven (you shall have no other gods before Me), Hallowed be 
Your name (you shall not take the Lord’s name in Vain). 
(Matthew 6:10 NKJV)  Your kingdom come (Remember the Sabbath). Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven (Children obey 
your parents). 
(Matthew 6:11 NKJV)  Give us this day our daily bread (thou shalt not steal). 
(Matthew 6:12 NKJV)  And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors (thou shalt no kill). 
(Matthew 6:13 NKJV)  And do not lead us into temptation (thou shalt not commit adultery), But deliver us from the evil one (thous 
shalt not lie – Satan the father of lies). For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever (thou shalt not covet – we have 
the kingdom, we already have it all). Amen. 

 
Why Serious with Believers – Diminish Him / Anything Less is Less 
Why is He so serious about His name with His children (talking to Believers now)? Because when you 
diminish anything about Him, you diminish all that He is and can be in your life. God is establishing that 
anything less, is less, and I want nothing but the best for you, I want you to lack nothing. 
 
Application Today / Gosh – Big Man / Great Tune-up / Bring back to Holiness 
Application today, what is common for us today, we say Oh my God, or Gosh, the Big Man upstairs, oh 
Lord. We aren’t attacking Him but we are making Him common, that is why this study is a great tune-up 
for us, to bring us back to that place-Holiness into the Lord. 
 
In Revelation – King of Kings 
In Revelation when He appears with His saints, that is you and me, on His robe His name will be written 
and it will be the KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS, not Big Man Upstairs, not Gosh, but KING OF 
KINGS: 
(Revelation 19:16 NKJV)  And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. 

 
Greatest damage we Can Do / 2 Timothy 
Also Believer, let me tell you the greatest damage we can do to the name of Christ, when we name Him 
as Lord, yet we live in adultery, fornication, smoke dope, drink to drunkard, speak vulgarity, gossip, 
backbiting, hatred, walking out on our families, all the things contrary to the word, that is taking the name 
of the Lord in Vain: 
(2 Timothy 2:19 NKJV)  Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stands, having this seal: “The Lord knows those who are His,” 
and, “Let everyone who names the name of Christ depart from iniquity.” 

 
King David Did / Gave Enemies reason to Blaspheme His Name 
King David did it when he committed adultery with Bathsheba.  What did Nathan the prophet say, “you 
have given the enemies of God reason to blaspheme His name: 
(2 Samuel 12:14 NKJV)  “However, because by this deed you have given great occasion to the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme, 
the child also who is born to you shall surely die.” 

 
Some will Hear – Why call me Lord 
There is a dangerous place here for all as the Lord says why do you call me Lord and not do the thngs 
which I say.  For some, they may be totally deceived that they will hear those words, not everyone who 
says to me Lord Lord shall enter into heaven: 
(Luke 6:46 NKJV)  “But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do the things which I say? 
 
(Matthew 7:21 NKJV)  “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of 
My Father in heaven. 



(Matthew 7:22 NKJV)  “Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your 
name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ 
(Matthew 7:23 NKJV)  “And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’ 

 
Lord Means Master 
Lord means Master, and if you are living in sin then that means you are a slave to that master are still 
looking for the right Master (Jesus Christ).  Just something for you to think about, so that no one hear will 
hear those words, why do you call me Lord, depart from me, I never knew you. 
 
More Application – Don’t Take It 
Let me give you one more application, it says not to “take the Lord’s name in vain”.  That word take also 
means “to receive.  I think it is applicable that we are not to receive His name in vain when we have the 
control not to.  Yes I live in a fallen world and can’t help the mouths of men at work or the grocery store, 
but I do have the final say in my home, what comes in through those airwaves.   
 
Notice Movies Today 
Notice how these words have made it into PG-13 movies?  Christian we don’t have to take it no more, 
don’t let it in no more   We watch those movies and they use the name in vain, they promote the 
desensitizing of His Holy Name (there a spiritual force behind it – recognize that when you watch these 
movies).  If we won’t stand against it, then there will be serious repercussions for He won’t hold us 
guiltless.  The repercussions will flow through us and unto our kids. 
 
I was Humbled / Parents live it 24x7 / Love you too Much Allow this In / Don’t live in Regret 
I remember how humbled I was; yet at the same time how proud. I took a couple kids to the movies ages 
9 and 10, and I think the movie was called Mrs. Doubtfire.   In the first 15 minutes they used the Lord’s 
name in vain a couple times. I started feeling uncomfortable and was pondering what to do, didn’t want to 
be a fun-killer, and then it happened again and the 9 year old stood up, looked at me and said I want to 
go, and so we did. 9 years old and her little soul was so sensitive to those things.  Parents let us live it 
24×7 (not just in the church walls but in the walls of your home). Tell our kids I love you too much to allow 
you to take in the Lords name being used in vain, to allow it into your ears gate.  The word says that He 
will not hold us guiltless parents. Teach them the living power behind His name, or the cursed power 
behind it.  Parent if you don’t stand up for this, and you allow this into your kids and when they are older 
and you wonder why aren’t my kids spiritual, why don’t they have a deep reverence for Him, I hope those 
of you who are considering this message legalistic, bondage won’t look back and wish you would have 
done things differently.   
 
Hard to Turn Off – Remember Satan’s Strategy / Turn it into Opportunity 
I know how hard it is, how hard it is to turn it off, right in the middle of a good story, just remember this 
study and the plan of Satan to desensitize the name and character of God.  Turn it off and turn it into an 
opportunity to share the beauty of the name. 
 
Entertainment – Enter Into 
Entertainment means to enter into. What are you allowing to enter into you, to enter into your children? 
 
Find Whole new Way of Entertainment / Good Each Command comes with Promised Blessing 
You may have to find whole new ways to be entertained, good, for each of these commandments come 
with promised blessing. 
 
Did You know what Damn Meant 
Did you know what dam meant before this study began? 
 
10 Commands – God’s Instruction on how Live Best Life 
The 10 commandments are Gods instructions on how we might live life to the best. 
 
 



4.) Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 
(Exodus 8-11) 

 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
The 10 Commandments: 
1.) Thou shalt have no other gods before me. (Exodus 20:3) 
2.) Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing (Exodus 20:4-6) 
3.) Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; (Exodus 20:7) 
4.) Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. (Exodus 20:8-11) 
5.) Honour thy father and thy mother: (Exodus 20:12) 
6.) Thou shalt not kill. (Exodus 20:13) 
7.) Thou shalt not commit adultery. (Exodus 20:14) 
8.) Thou shalt not steal. (Exodus 20:15) 
9.) Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. (Exodus 20:16) 
10.) Thou shalt not covet (Exodus 20:17) 
 
1st Command Preface to Obeying all the Others 
This first commandment is the preface to every commandment and obeying them. He is God. 
 
Great Tune-Up 
The 10 Commandments are guides for life, what a great tune-up for all of us, how challenging they are. 
 

4.) Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. (Exodus 8-11) 
(Exodus 20:8 NKJV)  “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 
(Exodus 20:9 NKJV)  Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 
(Exodus 20:10 NKJV)  but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD your God. In it you shall do 
no work: you, nor your son, nor your daughter, nor your male servant, nor your female servant, 
nor your cattle, nor your stranger who is within your gates. 
(Exodus 20:11 NKJV)  For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all 
that is in them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and 
hallowed it. 
 
700 Times – Day / 24 hours period / Creation Day 3-4 
Over 700 times this word “days” is used in the scriptures and in each case it means or was used as a 24 
hour period, I think the simplest example of this is that on the third day God created grass. Herbs, fruit 
trees and plants and then on the fourth day He created two great lights one to rule the day the other to 
rule the night (that being the sun and the stars); now if a day was anything longer than a 24 hour period 
the Laws of Nature declare that the plants and trees would not survive without sunlight.  Some say the 
days of creation were not literal days but periods (million of years each period) because they don’t believe 
that God is capable of creating the universe in 6 days, well God confirms here in Exodus He did do it in 6 
days and rested on the seventh and gives the command for man to do the same also.  
(Genesis 1:11 NKJV)  Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb that yields seed, and the fruit tree that yields fruit 
according to its kind, whose seed is in itself, on the earth”; and it was so. 
(Genesis 1:12 NKJV)  And the earth brought forth grass, the herb that yields seed according to its kind, and the tree that yields fruit, 
whose seed is in itself according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 
(Genesis 1:13 NKJV)  So the evening and the morning were the third day. 
(Genesis 1:14 NKJV)  Then God said, “Let there be lights in the firmament of the heavens to divide the day from the night; and let 
them be for signs and seasons, and for days and years; 
(Genesis 1:15 NKJV)  “and let them be for lights in the firmament of the heavens to give light on the earth”; and it was so. 
(Genesis 1:16 NKJV)  Then God made two great lights: the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night. He 
made the stars also. 
(Genesis 1:17 NKJV)  God set them in the firmament of the heavens to give light on the earth, 



(Genesis 1:18 NKJV)  and to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was 
good. 
(Genesis 1:19 NKJV)  So the evening and the morning were the fourth day. 

 
Where did 7 Day Week Come From 
Here is something to think about on the drive home, where did the 7 day week come from.  A day is clear 
for us as the earth rotates on its axis once every 24 hours. A year is clear as the earth makes its orbit 
around the sun once in a year’s time.  We get our months by The lunar phases vary cyclically as the 
Moon orbits the Earth, according to the relative positions of the Earth, the Moon, and the Sun.  But where 
did this 7 day week come from that nearly all the world observes (the entire developed world at least). 
The 7 day week began in Genesis and was solidified here in Exodus and all the world follows it even if 
they don’t know where it came from.  Just something to think about, for there are lots of theories of how it 
came about, although no theory is older than the Genesis account.  (Note: it is approximately 30 days for 
a lunar month). 
 
Ish 40 – Rest of Satisfaction / Gen 1:31 – Very Good – Crowning Jewel /  
So back to God rested.  Isaiah 40:28 says God rested, but He did not rest a rest out of weariness.  God 
didn’t say after 6 days He was bushed and needed a break.  Genesis 1:31 we see that God rested not out 
of weariness, but out of satisfaction. Genesis 1:31, God saw all He had made and said it is “very good”, 
as the other 5 days He said it was good.  God’s final act of creation was His crowning jewel of creation, 
the creation of man, Adam.  God was well satisfied with His creation, the place He made for the object of 
His love – man. 
(Isaiah 40:28 NKJV)  Have you not known? Have you not heard? The everlasting God, the LORD, The Creator of the ends of the 
earth, Neither faints nor is weary. His understanding is unsearchable. 
 
(Genesis 1:31 NKJV)  Then God saw everything that He had made, and indeed it was very good. So the evening and the morning 
were the sixth day. 

 
Day of Fellowship 
Thus the 7th day didn’t become a day of rest, but a day of fellowship as the Lord would fellowship with His 
crowning jewel of creation, the very reason for creation, to fellowship with His love interest. Revelation 
4:11 says that He created man for His pleasure. 
(Revelation 4:11 KJV)  Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy 
pleasure they are and were created. 

 
God is not Resting / Babies – Universe 
Let it be made known and clear, that the Lord is not resting. He hasn’t rested from creation as He is 
creating inside my wife’s womb right now, nor has He rested from holding the universe together: 
(Psalms 139:13 NKJV)  For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother’s womb. 
 
(Colossians 1:16 NKJV)  For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. 
(Colossians 1:17 NKJV)  And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 

 
Zephaniah 3 – Rest in His Love / When all Children Home 
Zephaniah 3-He will rest in His love.  God is not resting today as He is active and deeply concerned and 
involved in each of ours lives. You wouldn’t rest as long as your children walked in a hostile world, nor will 
He rest until all of His kids are home. 
(Zephaniah 3:17 KJV)  The LORD thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; he will save, he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest in 
his love, he will joy over thee with singing. 

 
Questions / What Day – Purpose – What Do – What not Do 
Some questions for us as we study this: What day is the Sabbath? What was/is its purpose? What are we 
suppose to do on the Sabbath, or as others get very dogmatic, what are we not to do on the Sabbath?  
 
Many Groups – 7day Adventist / Mark of Beast – Heretical  
There are many groups, the 7 day Adventists’ are one, where this is there whole heart and soul of their 
doctrine and theology.  Within this group they break down to you must worship on Sabbath but salvation 
is not dependant on it, salvation is only by grace (that’s the left side); then on the far right you have the 



group that say if you don t worship on Saturday you are sinning, and if you worship on Sunday you are 
not only sinning but you have taken the Mark at the Beast, the Pope is the Anti-Christ, and you are going 
to hell, but they still say salvation is by grace and based on the works of Jesus Christ. It is heretical 
doctrine, they are deceived and leading many into deception and I personally do not know where God’s 
grace ends and His judgment begins for these people, so I just keep teaching the sound truth. I won’t try 
to point out all their doctrinal errors here, but will point a few out as we go for chances are you will meet 
them along the way. 
 
(Exodus 20:8 NKJV)  “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 
 
Sabbath – Quit / Holy – Set Apart / Lord calls for Day set Apart 
Sabbath means to cease, stop, and quit doing what you normally do.  The Sabbath is a day of stopping, 
having a special day, a unique day, a day not like the other days.  And they were to keep it holy, holy 
means to set-apart.  The Lord calls for a day to be set apart from all the other days.   
 
Hear the Love of God / 400 Years of slavery 
I hope you can hear what the Lord is saying to them and let it minister to you. After 400 years of slavery 
the gracious loving God says take a weekly vacation.  What music to their ears, wow a day off, it would 
blow there minds and melt their hearts. God in His tender loving mercy says to His children still today, I 
know the struggles and burdens of your Egypt, your world, Take a weekly vacation and come and be 
refreshed.  Psalm 16:11 says in His presence is fullness of joy.  The Lord says come away with me: 
(Psalm 16:11 KJV)  Thou wilt show me the path of life: in thy presence is 205abbath205 of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures 
for evermore.God.   (The word fullness means complete, lacking nothing, Satisfied.   And we get that only in His presence.) 

 
God forming a Nation / Ex 31 – Sabbath a Sign / Set His people Apart 
God is forming a nation, and that nation was to be different from the rest of the nations, for those nations 
never heard of taking a day off.  In Exodus 31:14, God says it (the Sabbath) is a sign between God and 
His people. The Sabbath is the only command that God calls a sign, which sets His people apart from 
others.  The Sabbath was a sign for other nations to see how Israel, and the God of Israel was different 
from their nation. 
(Exodus 31:14 NKJV)  ‘You shall keep the Sabbath, therefore, for it is holy to you. Everyone who profanes it shall surely be put to 
death; for whoever does any work on it, that person shall be cut off from among his people. 
(Exodus 31:15 NKJV)  ‘Work shall be done for six days, but the seventh is the Sabbath of rest, holy to the LORD. Whoever does 
any work on the Sabbath day, he shall surely be put to death. 
(Exodus 31:16 NKJV)  ‘Therefore the children of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, to observe the Sabbath throughout their generations 
as a perpetual covenant. 
(Exodus 31:17 NKJV)  ‘It is a sign between Me and the children of Israel forever; for in six days the LORD made the heavens and 
the earth, and on the seventh day He rested and was refreshed.’” 

 
The Day was Saturday / 7 Day Adventist 
For the Jews, then and now, the Sabbath is Saturday.  The 7 Day Adventist today says the Sabbath is 
Saturday also. 
 
Sabbath – Sundown Friday to Saturday / Blue – Black Thread 
The Sabbath is from sundown Friday to sundown Saturday; it begins when you can not distinguish the 
difference between a blue thread and a black thread on Friday night. 
 
Is Today Really Wednesday 
Can I point something out to those who today say Christians must worship on Saturday and not Sunday.. 
We really, truly, can’t be sure that today (Wednesday) is really Wednesday. We could be a day, maybe 2 
or 3 off. Who is to say that we can have 100% surety that our days are the right day.  Considering that 
this Command was given in about 1500 BC and lets just say 1500AD was a time of stability that records 
could be considered stable, that is 3000 years, which based on a 360 calendar would be 1,080,000 days.  
That is a lot of days to keep exact.  Who’s to say that the guy in charge of making the calendar some 
2000 years ago didn’t miss a day, or they just said ok make a new calendar and today is Monday and 
we’ll start counting from there.  We have gone from the Babylonian calendar to the Julian, to the 
Gregorian calendar we use today; Today could really be Thursday. That means Saturday could actually 
be Sunday, and those who are so dogmatic about Saturday worship could really be worshipping on 



Sunday, and without knowing it they are taking the mark of the Beast and are heading to eternal 
damnation (by their theology)  …………just a thought to throw to them when you run into them. 
 
(Exodus 20:9 NKJV)  Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 
 
Can’t have Both Ways – Got to Work 6 Days – No Vacations  
Verse 9 – Six days you shall labor and do all your work – speaking of some of today’s Sabbath observers, 
they can’t have it both ways. If you want to be legalistic about keeping the Sabbath. Then the Lord better 
not catch you sleeping-in on Sunday, going to a ballgame, or watching a movie, on visiting friends, or 
firing up the BBQ, or going to the beach, or taking a vacation of a week, for the Bible here says to work 6 
days.  They have to twist the Scriptures to make this one fit their theology. 
 
Believers – Work is a Good Thing / God called People while busy Working 
Let me say this to us believers, work is a good thing, even before the fall Adam tended the garden, and 
even in the kingdom it says we shall serve Him.  God is looking for workers, everyone we see God call in 
the Scriptures was busy working when it called them, Moses was tending sheep, so was David. Peter was 
fishing and Matthew was keeping records. God is looking for workers 
 
(Exodus 20:10 NKJV)  but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD your God. In it you shall do 
no work: you, nor your son, nor your daughter, nor your male servant, nor your female servant, 
nor your cattle, nor your stranger who is within your gates. 
 
How Serious – Death Penalty / Numbers 15 – Man Stoned for Gathering Sticks 
How serious was God about this 4th Commandment, it carried the death penalty.  In Numbers 15 they 
stoned a man for gathering stocks on the Sabbath 
(Numbers 15:32 NKJV)  Now while the children of Israel were in the wilderness, they found a man gathering sticks on the Sabbath 
day. 
(Numbers 15:33 NKJV)  And those who found him gathering sticks brought him to Moses and Aaron, and to all the congregation. 
(Numbers 15:34 NKJV)  They put him under guard, because it had not been explained what should be done to him. 
(Numbers 15:35 NKJV)  Then the LORD said to Moses, “The man must surely be put to death; all the congregation shall stone him 
with stones outside the camp.” 
(Numbers 15:36 NKJV)  So, as the LORD commanded Moses, all the congregation brought him outside the camp and stoned him 
with stones, and he died. 

 
Ex 35 – Kindle no Fire / Israel protest the Drivers / How do 7day Adventist get to Church 
Verse 10 – you shall do no work on the 7th day – In Exodus 35, it says you shall kindle no fire. So that 
means no ovens lit or cars started. Fire up the engine and you broke the Sabbath.  When I was in Israel 
the orthodox Jews came out on the Sabbath and yelled at us as we drove by in our bus (screaming 
Shabbat). I’m told they even will throw stones at the car, which sounds like work to me.  So the Sabbath 
keeper today here in the States drives to church in their car, they broke the Sabbath, but obviously the 
justify it to excuse themselves. 
(Exodus 35:3 NKJV)  “You shall kindle no fire throughout your dwellings on the Sabbath day.” 

 
Ex 16 – No Cooking / Servants Included 
In Exodus 16:25 it says that you can not cook on the Sabbath.  I point out to them today that it says the 
servants too here in verse 10 shall do no work.  So if they go out to eat, they are causing their servers to 
sin:  
(Exodus 16:25 NKJV)  Then Moses said, “Eat that today, for today is a Sabbath to the LORD; today you will not find it in the field. 

 
Mishna / 39 x 39 = 1521 / Praise Lord not Under Law / 7day Wear me Out 
The Jewish people made a lot of rules and regulations out of this 1 Command.  The Mishna (a Jewish 
commentary on the Law), in it they say there is 39 ways to break the Sabbath, and each of these 39 had 
39 different ways to break the 39.  That is 1521 rules and regulations you had better know.  Aren’t you 
glad we are not under the Law. When I meet the Sabbath keepers, I just get worn out thinking of the 
bondage they are putting themselves under, they may not go to these 1521, but talk to them long enough, 
and you’ll see they are in the hundreds, and they are in bondage.  The Apostle Paul said oh you foolish 
Galatians, why do you put yourself under the Law again: 



(Galatians 4:9 NKJV)  But now after you have known God, or rather are known by God, how is it that you turn again to the weak and 
beggarly elements, to which you desire again to be in bondage? 
(Galatians 4:10 NKJV)  You observe days and months and seasons and years. 
(Galatians 4:11 NKJV)  I am afraid for you, lest I have labored for you in vain. 

 
No Knot – Pen – Flee – Coat – Mirror / Jesus kills Sacred Cows 
Back in the Mishan, they said you can’t tie a knot, carry a pen/quill, couldn’t kill a flee, could not carry an 
outer coat just in case you got hot and took it off because then you would have to carry it and that was 
considered carrying a load.  If you were a woman you couldn’t look in the mirror because if they saw a 
grey hair and plucked it, that would be harvesting.  You couldn’t bathe on the Sabbath, couldn’t spit on 
the dirt because it may roll the dirt into a mud ball and that would be considered plowing, you had to spit 
on a rock if you were going to spit on the Sabbath.  I loved it in Scriptures when Jesus would kill their 
sacred cows and get all the Pharisees fired up.  Remember the story of when Jesus made mud with spit 
on the Sabbath. Jesus loved to kill then sacred Cows.  Jesus was showing them the Sabbath wasn’t 
about a burden from the Lord but fellowshipping with Him. 
 
They turned it into Something not Intended to Be / From Worship to a Burden 
The Jews and people today, turned it from a day of worship and fellowship, to a day of work and burden. 
Man turned it into something God never intended it to be. 
 
Jesus Lord of the Sabbath – Pointing to Rest to Come in Him 
Jesus would say He is Lord of the Sabbath pointing to the rest that would come through Him: 
(Mark 2:28 NKJV)  “Therefore the Son of Man is also Lord of the Sabbath.” 

 
Man not made for the Sabbath 
Jesus said that man wasn’t made for to Sabbath, but the Sabbath was made for man.  Man needed the 
rest and fellowship with His Creator, not work 6 days, and then have to work on the 7th day keeping the 
1521 rules and regulations.  Man would spend so much time focusing on the 1521 rules that they would 
miss out on fellowshipping with their God, just as the Pharisees did, Jesus (God – I Am that I Am) was 
right under their noses, and they missed Him, rules and regulations will do that: 
(Mark 2:27 NKJV)  And He said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath. 

 
Isaiah 31 / Sabbath became an Abomination 
In Isaiah 1:13, God said to them that their Sabbath has become an abomination to Him.  Notice that God 
doesn’t call it His Sabbath, but their Sabbath, for it was the Sabbath that they made, not Him: 
(Isaiah 1:13 NKJV)  Bring no more futile sacrifices; Incense is an abomination to Me. The New Moons, the Sabbaths, and the calling 
of assemblies; I cannot endure iniquity and the sacred meeting. 
(Isaiah 1:14 NKJV)  Your New Moons and your appointed feasts My soul hates; They are a trouble to Me, I am weary of bearing 
them. 

 
Colossians – Sabbath Shadow of what to Come / Rest from Works – Made for Fellowship 
Colossians says the Sabbath was a shadow of things to come.  The rest from works would be the blood 
atonement of Jesus Christ, and man could rest from their attempts to keep the Law, and rest in Jesus 
who was the fulfillment of the Law in our lives, God looks at us as perfect.  The Sabbath was made for 
man to fellowship with His Creator, and now through the Spirit of God living within us, we don’t have to 
look forward to “a” day, but can have a “Sabbath” fellowship every day and every moment of our lives, 
culminating with us entering into the Everlasting Kingdom with Him. 
(Colossians 2:16 NKJV)  So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a new moon or 207abbath207, 
(Colossians 2:17 NKJV)  which are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ. 

 
All 4 Commands – About Worship / Be a Worshipper – Watch Life Change 
All four of these first 4 commands are about worship.  Command 1 was who to worship, Command 2 was 
how to worship Him, Command 3 was the name that brings our heart into worship, and Command 4 is the 
time to worship Him, and we see that the Sabbath has been elevated to every day of the week and not 
just one day.  As we said last week, be worshippers of God and watch your life change, watch the things 
of the world lose their grip, loose their flavor, watch yourself walking in the Spirit all throughout your day. 
 
Can’t worship – If Can’t Rest 



Before we move on, let me say this, you can’t worship if you can’t rest. You must find your rest in Him. 
 
Found no Rest / Need to Step back a Commandment 
If you have not found rest in your life, maybe your life is a continual struggle or in constant turmoil, then 
maybe need to step back a commandment, what does His name mean to you? Is His name beautiful, 
does it bring your heart to worship?  If not, maybe ye need to step back another one (make no image 
before me), is there another passion in your life, and is there something in your life that you are more 
drawn to?  If so maybe you need to go back another command, “I am the Lord your God”; maybe you are 
still searching, still looking to fill that void in your life, You are filling it with sex, money, drugs, 
entertainment, worldly pleasures, or the pride of man. Maybe you haven’t realized it is Jesus that fills that 
void, maybe you haven’t found rest because you haven’t come to Jesus to fill that void. 
 
Jesus Says Come 
Jesus said, come into me all you Cabin and I will give you rest.  If you are Carrying a burden, Jesus said 
Come and t will give you rest 
(Matthew 11:28 NKJV)  “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
(Matthew 11:29 NKJV)  “Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. 
(Matthew 11:30 NKJV)  “For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” 

 

Application for Today 
(Exodus 20:11 NKJV)  For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all 
that is in them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and 
hallowed it. 
 
Still a Promised Blessing / In His Presence Fullness of Joy 
We may not be under the Law, but the New Testament concurs with what the Lord says here, - the Lord 
blessed the Sabbath and hallowed it.  There is a promised blessing for us who take a Sabbath to be with 
and focus on the Lord.  For in His presence is fullness of joy: 
(Psalm 16:11 KJV)  Thou wilt show me the path of life: in thy presence is 208abbath208 of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures 
for evermore.God 
 
OT Sabbath Buried in Grave / We don’t bury Murder –Adultery – Lying / Principle Remains 
Now, although the OT Sabbath was buried in the grave, we know that all these commands are still 
principles and guides for our lives.  We shouldn’t bury the Sabbath, call it void, no more than we would 
ever consider calling murder, adultery, lying, and stealing buried and voided out.  The principle remains, 
and each principle is supported (and elevated) in the New Testament.  These 10 Commands are guides 
for our life, and God still calls for us to honor the Sabbath, but the call is to an elevated Sabbath. 
 

Take a Daily Sabbath 
Elevated – Daily / Let Him make it Holy / Refresh – Refocus Us 
The Sabbath being elevated, for every Commandment was elevated by Jesus, and that elevation for us is 
that we should, or better said, take a Sabbath daily.  Have a time set apart to receive this promised 
blessings, by let Him take a part of our day, make it hallow (holy), and spend time refreshing us, 
refocusing us.  If we would just have a Sabbath, have that time set-apart every day, you will find your life 
being blessed, and things working and flowing so much better in your day, even when the enemy is 
coming against you, or your flesh is trying to rise up.  So the Sabbath is elevated. 
 

Still a Day – Sunday Worship 
NT Church Set Sunday Aside 
Well what about Sunday, is that the Sabbath?  I am not going to call it the Sabbath, but is clearly a day 
that is set apart, different from all others, and it is proven out in the New Testament. The early church 
clearly met on Sunday, and Acts 20:7 is the passage to throw the extreme 7 Day Adventist.  You can read 
the early Church Fathers and they quote in their writings that the early church (100-300Ad) worshipped 
on Sunday: 
(John 20:19 NKJV)  Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples 
were assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst, and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 



 
(Acts 20:7 NKJV)  Now on the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul, ready to depart the next 
day, spoke to them and continued his message until midnight. 
 
(1 Corinthians 16:2 NKJV)  On the first day of the week let each one of you lay something aside, storing up as he may prosper, that 
there be no collections when I come. 

 
Sunday is Celebration of 2nd Creation / Cleansed from Sin / Day 8 is New Beginning  
Sunday celebration is the celebration of the second creation, the new creation, as we are a new creation 
in Christ as He has cleansed us from our sins and made us new. His completed work is remembered on 
the first day of the week Sunday.  The Sabbath of the OT was on Saturday, the 7th day of the week.  
Sunday was the first day of the week, the beginning of the new week.  God started something new, and 
while He was starting something new, He was also wiping out the old.  Jesus was in the grave on the 
Sabbath, He left their 1521 rules of the Sabbath in the grave when He rose again, just as He left our sins 
buried their too.  The regulations of the Sabbath Law are not transferable to Sunday: 
(John 20:1 NKJV)  Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene went to the tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw that the 
stone had been taken away from the tomb. 

 

Still Need Rest 
Hear the Love of God / 400 Years of slavery / Our Tendency to Work – Work 
As the words ministered to those in slavery, I hope you can hear what the Lord is saying to you and let it 
minister to you. After 400 years of slavery the gracious loving God says take a weekly vacation.  What 
music to their ears, wow a day off, it would blow there minds and melt their hearts. God in His tender 
loving mercy says to His children, I know the struggles and burdens of your Egypt, your world, Take a 
weekly vacation and come and be refreshed.  God commands us to slow down because He knows our 
tendency to work, work, work. Sabbath means to cease, stop, and quit doing what you normally do.  The 
Sabbath is a day of stopping. Have a special day, a unique day. 
 

Still a Sign 
God forming a Nation / Ex 31 – Sabbath a Sign / Set His people Apart 
God was forming a nation, and that nation was to be different from the rest of the nations, for those 
nations never heard of taking a day off.  In Exodus 31:14, God says it (the Sabbath) is a sign between 
God and His people. The Sabbath is the only command that God calls a sign, which sets His people apart 
from others.  The Sabbath was a sign for other nations to see how Israel, and the God of Israel was 
different from their nation.  The same principle applies today as the Lord is forming not just a nation, but a 
Kingdom, and the whole world watches on as Christians are different, as Christians say this day is set 
apart, we don’t do what the rest of the world is doing on Sunday (whatever that may be – sleeping in, 
drinking it up – serving themselves) but coming together to worship the Lord, and to be refreshed by Him. 
(Exodus 31:14 NKJV)  ‘You shall keep the Sabbath, therefore, for it is holy to you. Everyone who profanes it shall surely be put to 
death; for whoever does any work on it, that person shall be cut off from among his people. 
(Exodus 31:15 NKJV)  ‘Work shall be done for six days, but the seventh is the Sabbath of rest, holy to the LORD. Whoever does 
any work on the Sabbath day, he shall surely be put to death. 
(Exodus 31:16 NKJV)  ‘Therefore the children of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, to observe the Sabbath throughout their generations 
as a perpetual covenant. 
(Exodus 31:17 NKJV)  ‘It is a sign between Me and the children of Israel forever; for in six days the LORD made the heavens and 
the earth, and on the seventh day He rested and was refreshed.’” 
 
(1 Peter 2:9 NKJV)  But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may 
proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 
(1 Peter 2:10 NKJV)  who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have 
obtained mercy. 

 

Staying Strong 
Satan’s Tactics / Those Straggling Behind 
God promises a blessing for that day set apart, we do it on Sunday, and let me remind you of the tactics 
of Satan that haven’t changed over the centuries.  When the children of Israel were journeying through 
the wilderness, the Amalek (picture of the flesh) attacked those who were straggling behind the pack, 
those who were weary, those who were weak.  Satan does that same today: 
(Deuteronomy 25:17 NKJV)  “Remember what Amalek did to you on the way as you were coming out of Egypt, 



(Deuteronomy 25:18 NKJV)  “how he met you on the way and attacked your rear ranks, all the stragglers at your rear, when you 
were tired and weary; and he did not fear God. 
 
Most Dangerous Place 
The most dangerous place to be as we travel on this earth, through this life, unto heaven, is in the back of 
the pack.  You say I’ll make it to church if I get up on time, depends how late we get out of the movies.  I 
have devotion times if I get up on time.  What is happening is that you are moving to the back of the pack, 
and you will get pick-off. 
(1 Peter 5:8 NKJV)  Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may 
devour. 

Legalism you may Say 
Maybe there are those of you who are saying, legalism.  Let me just put this out there, in 15 years I have 
yet to see a person do well who was not in fellowship.  They may go a month, 6 months, maybe even a 
year, but at some point, every one I have seen ended up either, totally backslidden, divorced, or their 
children were doing horrible.  In Hebrews God says don’t forsake the assembly of the brethren.  Why, He 
says so that we may stir each other up.  We come here and we stir each other up, we kindle each others 
flame, and if you are truly honest with yourself, when you have been out of fellowship for weeks or 
months, you’ll say I feel anything but on-fire.  Verse 26 of Hebrews even goes on to give a warning about 
backsliding, and some theologians argue over if this passage refers to a person losing their salvation 
(which I personally don’t think so, that is why it is a warning – get busy to get back on-track): 
(Hebrews 10:19 NKJV)  Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus,  
(Hebrews 10:20 NKJV)  by a new and living way which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh, 
(Hebrews 10:21 NKJV)  and having a High Priest over the house of God, 
(Hebrews 10:22 NKJV)  let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil  
conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 
(Hebrews 10:23 NKJV)  Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful. 
(Hebrews 10:24 NKJV)  And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, 
(Hebrews 10:25 NKJV)  not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one 
another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching. 
(Hebrews 10:26 NKJV)  For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice 
for sins, 
(Hebrews 10:27 NKJV)  but a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and fiery indignation which will devour the adversaries. 

 

Still Teaching Our Kids 
(Exodus 20:10 NKJV)  but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD your God. In it you shall do 
no work: you, nor your son, nor your daughter, nor your male servant, nor your female servant, 
nor your cattle, nor your stranger who is within your gates. 
 
Not just a Nation – Kids Too / What Teaching Them 
Back in verse 10 the Sabbath was a sign not just for the nations around them, but also for the children 
with them.  I’ve said this often enough because I can’t say it enough.  Parents what are you teaching your 
children.  You see if you let Sunday be just another day, a day that isn’t set apart from rest, than that is 
what you are teaching your children.  We play soccer Monday – Saturday, now the world says Sunday 
too.  Give in to it parents and you just made Sunday like any other day to your kids.  Children’s events 
and sports will not keep your kids strong, nor make them strong.  Parents here is what you are 
establishing in your child’s life, ok well sports take priority over church.  And then when they get to 
college, your examines are more important, so study on Sunday.  Then when they get into their early 
work career, hey take that overtime, got to get out of debt.  Then later in the career, hey don’t worry about 
church, this is good for your career.  You are establishing a pattern for their life, and you are developing it 
now, what are you showing them is most important in their life.  As I have said, I personally believe the 
days of Sunday Christianity are over, our kids won’t make it in the world with all that bombards them with 
the things of the world, we need daily filling of the things of the world, and I believe the mid-week manna 
at the Church is ever so vital for them.  We only get 18 years with them, if we are lucky, what has your 
training program been like for them. 
 

Not to Judge 
Romans – Let’s not Judge their Convictions 



In Romans it says that one man esteem’ one day higher than another.  Let us not judge those who have a 
conviction about the Sabbath, lets respect their convictions, as long as they don’t say it is necessary for 
salvation, or that it is the Mark of the Beast. 
(Romans 14:1 NKJV)  Receive one who is weak in the faith, but not to disputes over doubtful things. 
(Romans 14:2 NKJV)  For one believes he may eat all things, but he who is weak eats only vegetables. 
(Romans 14:3 NKJV)  Let not him who eats despise him who does not eat, and let not him who does not eat judge him who eats; for 
God has received him. 
(Romans 14:4 NKJV)  Who are you to judge another’s servant? To his own master he stands or falls. Indeed, he will be made to 
stand, for God is able to make him stand. 
(Romans 14:5 NKJV)  One person esteems one day above another; another esteems every day alike. Let each be fully convinced in 
his own mind. 
(Romans 14:6 NKJV)  He who observes the day, observes it to the Lord; and he who does not observe the day, to the Lord he does 
not observe it. He who eats, eats to the Lord, for he gives God thanks; and he who does not eat, to the Lord he does not eat,  and 
gives God thanks. 

 
Great Tune-up 
Once again, the study of these 10 Commandments, what a great tune-up for all of us. 



5.) Honour thy father and thy mother: 
(Exodus 20:12) 

 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
The 10 Commandments: 
1.) Thou shalt have no other gods before me. (Exodus 20:3) 
2.) Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing (Exodus 20:4-6) 
3.) Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; (Exodus 20:7) 
4.) Remember the 212abbath day, to keep it holy. (Exodus 20:8-11) 
5.) Honour thy father and thy mother: (Exodus 20:12) 
6.) Thou shalt not kill. (Exodus 20:13) 
7.) Thou shalt not commit adultery. (Exodus 20:14) 
8.) Thou shalt not steal. (Exodus 20:15) 
9.) Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. (Exodus 20:16) 
10.) Thou shalt not covet (Exodus 20:17) 
 
1st Command Preface to Obeying all the Others 
This first commandment is the preface to every commandment and obeying them. He is God. 
 
Great Tune-Up 
The 10 Commandments are guides for life, what a great tune-up for all of us, how challenging they are. 
 
 

5.) Honour thy father and thy mother: (Exodus 

(Exodus 20:12 NKJV)  “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long upon the 
land which the LORD your God is giving you. 
 
Preserving the Family / Building Block of Nation 
For us today this Commandment is about preserving the family but here in its first giving it was not only 
preserving the family but also establishing a nation; the family is the building block of any nation.  
 
Only Command with Promised Blessing / Rich in Quality 
This commandment is the only commandment that comes with a promised blessing; that those who heed 
this Command their days will be long upon this earth.  Long days, does not necessarily mean long in 
quantity but rich in quality of life when you couple it with the word honor in the original language. 
 
God seeking to Preserve the Family / Family Unit under Attack 
God is seeking to preserve the family unit, and how that unit is under attack today.  We live in an age of 
rebellion, defiance as we are told in 2 Timothy.  Disorder in the family, disobedience of children to their 
parents are signs of the last days: 
(2 Timothy 3:1 NKJV)  But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: 
(2 Timothy 3:2 NKJV)  For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to 
parents, unthankful, unholy, 
(2 Timothy 3:3 NKJV)  unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, 
(2 Timothy 3:4 NKJV)  traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 
(2 Timothy 3:5 NKJV)  having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away! 

 
God Establishing Order – Begins in Family 
God is asking for and establishing order and it begins in the family. 
 

Parents 



Start with Parents / Before can Honor us – Must be Honorable / Command 1-4 
Let’s start off this study, this tune-up, by talking to the parents first.  Parents before our kids can honor us 
we must be honorable. Parents you have tremendous power and authority over you children, along with 
tremendous influence. From an early age you get to influence their thought and behavior.  You stand 
before them as God’s representative. As we have covered the first 4 Commandments we made 
application in each of them to our children, because God commands the parents to teach these 
commands to our children.  Command 1 was who is the true God to worship, Command 2 was how He is 
to be worshipped, and Command 3 was the beauty of His Name, the that is to be worshipped and not 
made common as the world will try to.  Command 4 We are to teach them and train them up and establish 
in their lives the habit of setting aside a specific time to worship and fellowship with the Lord, to establish 
in them the day to come fellowship with other saints so to be stirred up in love. 
 
Duet 6 – Every Parents should Read Once a Month 
Deuteronomy 6 (which comes on the heel of Chapter 5 which is the reiterating of the 10 Commandments) 
should be read and refreshed by every parents on a regular basis (at least once a month).  The Lord 
commands us parents to live the Commands and to teach them diligently to our children as we sit down 
for dinner, walk through the neighborhood, drive through the community, and even when the sun goes 
down.  They shall be the guide for our homes.   
(Deuteronomy 6:1 NKJV)  “Now this is the commandment, and these are the statutes and judgments which the LORD your God has 
commanded to teach you, that you may observe them in the land which you are crossing over to possess,  
(Deuteronomy 6:2 NKJV)  “that you may fear the LORD your God, to keep all His statutes and His commandments which I 
command you, you and your son and your grandson, all the days of your life, and that your days may be prolonged. 
(Deuteronomy 6:3 NKJV)  “Therefore hear, O Israel, and be careful to observe it, that it may be well with you, and that you may 
multiply greatly as the LORD God of your fathers has promised you; ‘a land flowing with milk and honey.’ 
(Deuteronomy 6:4 NKJV)  “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one! 
(Deuteronomy 6:5 NKJV)  “You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength. 
(Deuteronomy 6:6 NKJV)  “And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart. 
(Deuteronomy 6:7 NKJV)  “You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your 
house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. 
(Deuteronomy 6:8 NKJV)  “You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 
(Deuteronomy 6:9 NKJV)  “You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 
(Deuteronomy 6:10 NKJV)  “So it shall be, when the LORD your God brings you into the land of which He swore to your fathers, to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give you large and beautiful cities which you did not build, 
(Deuteronomy 6:11 NKJV)  “houses full of all good things, which you did not fill, hewn-out wells which you did not dig, vineyards and 
olive trees which you did not plant; when you have eaten and are full; 
(Deuteronomy 6:12 NKJV)  “then beware, lest you forget the LORD who brought you out of the land of Egypt, from the house of 
bondage. 
(Deuteronomy 6:13 NKJV)  “You shall fear the LORD your God and serve Him, and shall take oaths in His name. 
(Deuteronomy 6:14 NKJV)  “You shall not go after other gods, the gods of the peoples who are all around you 
(Deuteronomy 6:15 NKJV)  ‘(for the LORD your God is a jealous God among you), lest the anger of the LORD your God be aroused 
against you and destroy you from the face of the earth. 
(Deuteronomy 6:16 NKJV)  “You shall not tempt the LORD your God as you tempted Him in Massah. 
(Deuteronomy 6:17 NKJV)  “You shall diligently keep the commandments of the LORD your God, His testimonies, and His statutes 
which He has commanded you. 
(Deuteronomy 6:18 NKJV)  “And you shall do what is right and good in the sight of the LORD, that it may be well with you, and that 
you may go in and possess the good land of which the LORD swore to your fathers, 
(Deuteronomy 6:19 NKJV)  “to cast out all your enemies from before you, as the LORD has spoken. 
(Deuteronomy 6:20 NKJV)  “When your son asks you in time to come, saying, ‘What is the meaning of the testimonies, the statutes, 
and the judgments which the LORD our God has commanded you?’ 
(Deuteronomy 6:21 NKJV)  “then you shall say to your son: ‘We were slaves of Pharaoh in Egypt, and the LORD brought us out of 
Egypt with a mighty hand; 
(Deuteronomy 6:22 NKJV)  ‘and the LORD showed signs and wonders before our eyes, great and severe, against Egypt, Pharaoh, 
and all his household. 
(Deuteronomy 6:23 NKJV)  ‘Then He brought us out from there, that He might bring us in, to give us the land of which He swore to 
our fathers. 
(Deuteronomy 6:24 NKJV)  ‘And the LORD commanded us to observe all these statutes, to fear the LORD our God, for our good 
always, that He might preserve us alive, as it is this day. 
(Deuteronomy 6:25 NKJV)  ‘Then it will be righteousness for us, if we are careful to observe all these commandments before the 
LORD our God, as He has commanded us.’ 

 
Everything a Repeat / Tune-up How am I Doing / What Great Influence /  
Maybe everything you will hear tonight will be a repeat, nothing new, but I can say how great it is to be 
refreshed of these things, to examine these things and say how am I doing with teaching my kids, have a 
slacked off a little, do a need to get refocused on these things.  This study is a great tune-up, and I am 



very thankful for it because I need a tune-up in all these areas.  So parents, how are you influencing your 
kids?  If their life turns out as your life has, how pleased will you be?   
 
Know Adults Still Influenced / Good – Bad 
I know adults living today whose deceased parent still has tremendous influence on them, some because 
their parents abused them and they are still living with the pain. Others because the parent were sold out 
for Jesus, and so too are they. 
 
All the Garbage from Adults / Condoms – Sex – Evolution / TV to the Internet 
Parents, need I say more on how much garbage is being spewed upon our children. The public school 
teaching them about condoms (some schools in CA have condom dispenser in the bathrooms).  They are 
teaching them about safe sex, not abstinence.  They are teaching them about evolution, alternate 
lifestyles, etc.  All these things taught by adults. I was at a wedding and they had a 6 year old boy place 
the garter on the 20 year old girls leg. The adults are teaching them this, not to mention what they get off 
the internet, television, teen magazines (which are adults) their peers. Garbage is being spewed out upon 
them. 
 
Some we Can’t Shield – But Let us Teach Them / God’s Way verse Man’s Way 
Now in some of these things we cart shield them from, but where we can we must.  Where we can’t then 
we must use them as opportunities to teach them about Gods way versus man way. 
 
Man’s Counsel / PG & R Movies 
Here is a subtle place that Christians fall into man’s counsel. PG-13, is the level the fallen world says is 
acceptable for our kids if they are over 13 to watch this movie, the world is sick and yet Christians follow 
the worlds guidelines, what are we thinking. I am amazed that a sick fallen world says that a 17 year old 
can’t come into this R-rated movie without their parents, but parents allow them to watch the movies in 
the homes.  Church, since when did we start accepting the counsel of the world, the fallen world? 
 
How kids Honor us – If we Not keeping Commands 
With that said, how can our children honor us if we are not keeping these 10 commandments?  Is there 
only one passion in our lives, are we keeping the Name of the Lord as a name to worship, a beautiful 
Name, are we honoring the Sabbath (time set apart for fellowship with Him), are we honoring our parent if 
they are still alive, are we murdering with hatred, are we committing adultery either physically or with lust 
in our hearts, are we stealing (cheating on taxes, cable, work) yet telling them not to, are we bearing false 
witness by lying, gossiping, trying to tear down another person, are we coveting by gathering all that we 
can at whatever the cost? 
 
After 15 years – Kids Left Faith because Parents lived Inconsistent 
After 15 years now of ministry, a common statement that I hear from kids who depart from the faith when 
they are older is this, they say “my parents went to church every week, made us go with them, but lived it 
inconsistently throughout the week.  The things they said and did was contrary to what the said they 
believed, they acted differently in the home than they did at the church, and when I got the chance to bolt, 
I did”.   Parents, more is caught than taught, what are they catching from you?   
 
Let Me Add – they are Free Moral Agents 
Now let me add to that, maybe your child has departed and you have lived it consistently. Your children 
are free moral agents, and if they choose the world, don’t beat yourself up and question yourself, you 
keep living consistently and when they reach the “pig through”, they will remember their fathers house: 
(Proverbs 22:6 KJV)  Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it. 
 
(Luke 15:17 NKJV)  “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have bread enough and to 
spare, and I perish with hunger! 
(Luke 15:18 NKJV)  ‘I will arise and go to my father, and will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you, 

 
Parents, the root of the word “train” means to strangle, just thought you might want to know that: 
Train – H2596. chanak, khaw-nak’; a prim. Root; prop. To narrow [comp. H2614]; fig. to initiate or discipline:--dedicate, train up. 



Root – H2614. chanaq, khaw-nak’; a prim. Root [comp. H2596]; to be narrow; by impl. To throttle, or (reflex.) to choke oneself to 
death (by a rope):--hang self, strangle. 

 

Children 
 
Only Command for Kids / Eph – Col / If Understand – Then Understand Gov’t Too  
Children the only thing written directly to you is to obey your parents, written here, and reiterated in 
Ephesians and Collisions. (Note: Adults do you wish there was a specific written to you for marriage, Wish 
there was a specific command for marriage?  There is, take these 10 commandments and watch how 
blessed your marriage will be).   Back to the study, if the children can understand order in the home then 
they will understand order in the government and their own family when they are older: 
(Ephesians 6:1 NKJV)  Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 
(Ephesians 6:2 NKJV)  “Honor your father and mother,” which is the first commandment with promise: 
(Ephesians 6:3 NKJV)  “that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth.” 
(Ephesians 6:4 NKJV)  And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of 
the Lord. 
 
(Colossians 3:15 NKJV)  And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful. 
(Colossians 3:16 NKJV)  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 
(Colossians 3:17 NKJV)  And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through Him. 
(Colossians 3:18 NKJV)  Wives, submit to your own husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 
(Colossians 3:19 NKJV)  Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter toward them. 
(Colossians 3:20 NKJV)  Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord. 
(Colossians 3:21 NKJV)  Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged. 

 
Commands Spiritual – Determine Attitude of Life / God gives portion of Honor to Parents 
These commandments are spiritual and it will determine this attitude for the rest of their life. Children all 
honor belongs to God, yet He has decided to take a portion of His honor and place it upon your parents. 
When you honor your parent, you are therefore honoring God. Every time you dishonor your parents, you 
are dishonoring God.   
 
Watch Jesus work out Practically  
If you want to see how any command is to be worked out practically, look at how Jesus carried out the 
Law.  Jesus did com not come to destroy the Law but to fulfill it: 
(Matthew 5:17 NKJV)  “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill.  
(Matthew 5:18 NKJV)  “For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from 
the law till all is fulfilled. 

 
Jesus Gives the Example 
As for obedience to parents, Jesus gives the example. Where have you been His parents would say, we 
were worried sick (we lost God), and Jesus said I was about my Fathers business: 
(Luke 2:40 NKJV)  And the Child grew and became strong in spirit, filled with wisdom; and the grace of God was upon Him. 
(Luke 2:41 NKJV)  His parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 
(Luke 2:42 NKJV)  And when He was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem according to the custom of the feast. 
(Luke 2:43 NKJV)  When they had finished the days, as they returned, the Boy Jesus lingered behind in Jerusalem. And Joseph and 
His mother did not know it; 
(Luke 2:44 NKJV)  but supposing Him to have been in the company, they went a day’s journey, and sought Him among their 
relatives and acquaintances. 
(Luke 2:45 NKJV)  So when they did not find Him, they returned to Jerusalem, seeking Him. 
(Luke 2:46 NKJV)  Now so it was that after three days they found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, both 
listening to them and asking them questions. 
(Luke 2:47 NKJV)  And all who heard Him were astonished at His understanding and answers. 
(Luke 2:48 NKJV)  So when they saw Him, they were amazed; and His mother said to Him, “Son, why have You done this to us? 
Look, Your father and I have sought You anxiously.” 
(Luke 2:49 NKJV)  And He said to them, “Why did you seek Me? Did you not know that I must be about My Father’s business?” 
(Luke 2:50 NKJV)  But they did not understand the statement which He spoke to them. 
 

Luke 2:51 – He was Subject to Them / Teenager that actually Knew more than Parents  
But even then, in Luke 2:51, it says and Jesus was continually in subject to them. Jesus was subject to 
them, even though He knew more than they did, He was teaching in the Temple at age 12, here is a 
teenager that really did know more than his parents (when He said you really don’t understand, it was 



true. Yet He still was subject to them. He wasn’t subject to them because they were always right, but 
because He had a greater Father in heaven who gave a commandment, children honor your mother and 
Father: 
(Luke 2:51 NKJV)  Then He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was subject to them, but His mother kept all these 
things in her heart. 
(Luke 2:52 NKJV)  And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men. 

 
His Full Obedience – Chose the Nails / The Unperfected can Stand Perfect 
It was because of His full obedience to His heavenly Father that He chose the nails that we the 
unperfected will stand before the Heavenly Father, perfect. 
 
Saved Kids – Here is Your Example – Jesus was Subject to Them 
Children, if you have accepted Jesus as Lord and Savior, here is your example, Jesus was obedient unto 
them. The verb tense is present and continual. 
 
Parents – Times of Asking Forgiveness 
Parents, there are time where we will have to ask forgiveness from our kids, where we were wrong, I 
know that can be tough because we fear that it will weaken our leadership, but actually we, over time will 
gain their respect because they will see our honesty and fairness. They will see our humbleness and 
prayerfully then will catch it, and learn by example how to say I am sorry, how to seek forgiveness 
 
God Serious – Death Penalty 
Exodus 21:15, God is serious about this. If a kid hit this parent was to be put to death, if a kid cursed his 
parents they were to be put to death.  How lucky we are not under the law because I doubt any of us 
would have made it to teen years let alone adulthood.  God was establishing order in a society and a 
home. 
(Exodus 21:15 NKJV)  “And he who strikes his father or his mother shall surely be put to death. 
 
(Exodus 21:17 NKJV)  “And he who curses his father or his mother shall surely be put to death. 

 
Children take care of Parents when Old 
Kids, here is one for you, when your parents get old, it is your responsibility to take care of them as best 
you can, that is giving them honor, by not letting them become a burden on someone else or make them 
become beggars.  God is giving principles for a nation and a family, no one was to be left out on their 
own, their own was to take care of their own.  God says that those that won’t take care of their own are 
worse than an unbeliever, Jesus spoke about this in the Sermon on the Mount: 
(1 Timothy 5:3 NKJV)  Honor widows who are really widows. 
(1 Timothy 5:4 NKJV)  But if any widow has children or grandchildren, let them first learn to show piety at home and to repay their 
parents; for this is good and acceptable before God. 
 
(1 Timothy 5:8 NKJV)  But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith 
and is worse than an unbeliever. 

 
(Mark 7:9 NKJV)  He said to them, “All too well you reject the commandment of God, that you may keep your tradition. 
(Mark 7:10 NKJV)  “For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and your mother’; and, ‘He who curses father or mother, let him be put to 
death.’ 
(Mark 7:11 NKJV)  “But you say, ‘If a man says to his father or mother, “Whatever profit you might have received from me is 
Corban”; ‘ (that is, a gift to God), 
(Mark 7:12 NKJV)  “then you no longer let him do anything for his father or his mother, 
(Mark 7:13 NKJV)  “making the word of God of no effect through your tradition which you have handed down. And many such things 
you do.” 

 
The Cycle goes full Circle / Parents lay up an Inheritance 
It is the Childs responsibility to take care of the parents when they are too old to take care of them.  Gods 
heart is that no one is left out on them own. If the children take care of the elderly parent, and more is 
caught the taught so too will the cycle continue through all the generation. How beautiful.  Children 
someday your children will take care of you.  Parent, a reminder you are to lay up an inheritance for you 
children 
(Proverbs 13:22 NKJV)  A good man leaves an inheritance to his children’s children, But the wealth of the sinner is stored up for the 
righteous. 



 
Jesus took care of His Mother 
Jesus, when He went to the cross made sure His elderly mother was taken care of.  There is our 
example. How can we call ourselves Christian and not stay in touch with them, to reach out to them with 
love.  To leave them out there on their own: 
(John 19:26 NKJV)  When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the disciple whom He loved standing by, He said to His mother, 
“Woman, behold your son!” 
(John 19:27 NKJV)  Then He said to the disciple, “Behold your mother!” And from that hour that disciple took her to his own home. 

 
Parents Unsaved 
Children, if your parent don’t know the Lord how much more so must we do all we can to take care of 
their eternal state.  If your parents were abusive, you can still honor them by leading them to Christ, by 
forgiving them, by loving them, prayerfully wearing them down to come to know Him as Lord and Savior. 
 
Same Jesus Lives in You 
Jesus was obedient and honored the Father all the way to the point of death and that same Jesus lives in 
you.  He not only showed the way, He became the way.  He not only showed the source, but became the 
source.  The resurrection power that raised Jesus from the dead is available to you today. 
(Ephesians 1:19 NKJV)  and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the working of His 
mighty power 
(Ephesians 1:20 NKJV)  which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the 
heavenly places, 
(Ephesians 1:21 NKJV)  far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this 
age but also in that which is to come. 

 
Maybe Parents Terrible to You / Don’t Confuse them with Heavenly Father – Gave Only Son 
Children maybe your parents were terrible to you. Please don’t confuse your heavenly Father with you 
earthy mother or father. For your Heavenly Father loves you so much that He traded His one and only 
Son to have you. That His Son would say “I lay down my life so that you may come into our family”.   
 
Maybe Disappointed by Earthly Parents / Never by Heavenly Father 
Maybe you have been disappointed by your earthly parent, the promise of love have never come through, 
let me tell you, you will never be let down or disappointed by your Heavenly Father. 
 
Points of Prayer 

• Parents – Not Living Consistent Lives 

• Wayward Children 

• Unsaved Kids 

• Forgiveness of a Parent who hurt you – Seek Reconciliation 

• Unsaved Parents 
 
 

 



6.) Thou shalt not kill (Exodus 20:13) 
Part 1 – Murder of the Body 

 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
The 10 Commandments: 
1.) Thou shalt have no other gods before me. (Exodus 20:3) 
2.) Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing (Exodus 20:4-6) 
3.) Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; (Exodus 20:7) 
4.) Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. (Exodus 20:8-11) 
5.) Honour thy father and thy mother: (Exodus 20:12) 
6.) Thou shalt not kill. (Exodus 20:13) 
7.) Thou shalt not commit adultery. (Exodus 20:14) 
8.) Thou shalt not steal. (Exodus 20:15) 
9.) Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. (Exodus 20:16) 
10.) Thou shalt not covet (Exodus 20:17) 
 
1st Command Preface to Obeying all the Others 
This first commandment is the preface to every commandment and obeying them. He is God. 
 
Great Tune-Up 
The 10 Commandments are guides for life, what a great tune-up for all of us, how challenging they are. 
 

6.) Thou shalt not kill. (Exodus 20:13) 
(Exodus 20:13 NKJV)  “You shall not murder. 
 
Outline 
We will look at this from the following perspectives.  Some of areas we will cover are those areas of moral 
debate, and we need to be ready with an answer.  We will let the Word of God answer: 

• God’s Perspective on Murder 

• Man against Man  

• War / Capital Punishment 

• Abortion 

• Suicide 

• Murder in the Heart 
 
Difference Murder – Kill 
What is the difference between the words “kill” and “murder” in the Bible is that murder is more directed at 
the taking of a human’s life.   While kill can be a person or animal.  Animals were killed as part of the 
sacrificial system, and we will see the context throughout is obviously talking about killing/murdering a 
human. 
 

God’s Perspective 
 
Presupposition / God’s View on Life  
The fact that God makes this commandment gives the presupposition that murder is part of the nature of 
fallen men.  What is God’s view on murder, which to fully understand that we must look at His perspective 
on life 
 
Genesis 9 / Image of God 



In Genesis 9:6 God says that man is made in the image of God: 
(Genesis 9:6 NKJV)  “Whoever sheds man’s blood, By man his blood shall be shed; For in the image of God He made man. 

 
Evolution / Breath of God / Life is Sacred – Strong Words against Murder 
Evolution today teaches that man went from the goo to the zoo to you, but Adam didn’t evolve, he 
became man the moment God breathed his breath into him.  Human life is sacred, God is establishing 
that. Man is an eternal being and lives forever.  God will bring strong words against those who murder.  It 
is not for any man to determine when it is time for another person to enter into eternity.  Life is sacred and 
God gives no person the right to decide when eternity begins for another, except within the bounds of His 
Word, where He delegates His authority unto man.  We will cover those areas in this study. 
 
Strike man – you Strike God 
Genesis 9:8, if you strike a man you strike God, for man is made in God’s image.   
 

Man against Man 
 
Exodus 12:21 / Death Penalty 
Exodus 21:12 this Command is reinforced, and those who transgress it shall be put to death.  Murder 
carries the death penalty; 
(Exodus 21:12 NKJV)  “He who strikes a man so that he dies shall surely be put to death. 

 
Premeditated Murder 
Exodus 21:14 premeditated murder is the death penalty: 
(Exodus 21:14 NKJV)  “But if a man acts with premeditation against his neighbor, to kill him by treachery, you shall take him from 
My altar, that he may die. 

 
Death by Ignorance 
Exodus 21:29 covers death by ignorance.  If your ox was out of control and you didn’t keep it tied up, after 
knowing it was evil, and it killed someone, then the owner would be put to death with the ox. Ignorance 
had to be punished, ignorance was no excuse.  I would liken this to the death penalty for drunk driving, or 
ignoring the warnings that the building was unsafe yet still allow people to live in it.   
(Exodus 21:28 NKJV)  “If an ox gores a man or a woman to death, then the ox shall surely be stoned, and its flesh shall not be 
eaten; but the owner of the ox shall be acquitted. 
(Exodus 21:29 NKJV)  “But if the ox tended to thrust with its horn in times past, and it has been made known to his owner, and he 
has not kept it confined, so that it has killed a man or a woman, the ox shall be stoned and its owner also shall be put to death. 

 
(Deuteronomy 22:8 NKJV)  “When you build a new house, then you shall make a parapet for your roof, that you may not bring guilt 
of bloodshed on your household if anyone falls from it. 

 
Involuntary Manslaughter  
But God will not punish the innocent, accidental deaths.  In Deuteronomy 19, involuntary manslaughter, 
accidental death is covered. The closest of kin had the right to exact judgment against the person who 
killed their kin, but they could flee to the city of refugee and there the elders of the city would determine if 
it was accidental or not, Ii accidental then the person would be free at the death of the High Priest, which 
is a beautiful picture of our High Priest setting us free 
(Deuteronomy 19:3 NIV)  Build roads to them and divide into three parts the land the LORD your God is giving you as an 
inheritance, so that anyone who kills a man may flee there. 
(Deuteronomy 19:4 NIV)  This is the rule concerning the man who kills another and flees there to save his life–one who kills his 
neighbor unintentionally, without malice aforethought. 
(Deuteronomy 19:5 NIV)  For instance, a man may go into the forest with his neighbor to cut wood, and as he swings his ax to fell a 
tree, the head may fly off and hit his neighbor and kill him. That man may flee to one of these cities and save his life. 
(Deuteronomy 19:6 NIV)  Otherwise, the avenger of blood might pursue him in a rage, overtake him if the distance is too great, and 
kill him even though he is not deserving of death, since he did it to his neighbor without malice aforethought. 
 
(Exodus 21:12 NKJV)  “He who strikes a man so that he dies shall surely be put to death. 
(Exodus 21:13 NKJV)  “However, if he did not lie in wait, but God delivered him into his hand, then I will appoint for you a place 
where he may flee. 
 

God is Serious 
God is serious about the sacredness of life. 



 

War / Capital Punishment 
 
Not Kill – Singular / Need Whole Bible for this One / After Flood – God Establishing Order 
Thou shalt not kill, thou is singular, it is not speaking about a nation going to war, or a nation not having 
an army, but individuals killing.  We have to tie the whole Bible together to get the whole picture on capital 
punishment and nations going to war.  After the flood God ordains capital punishment.  It is a perpetual 
covenant; it never ends, even in the dispensation of grace.  Remind you, God is establishing order in the 
Nation and without order this nation and world would be in chaos.  Last week we says saw God 
establishing order in the home by children obeying their parents 
(Exodus 20:13 NKJV)  “You shall not murder. 
 
(Genesis 9:5 NKJV)  “Surely for your lifeblood I will demand a reckoning; from the hand of every beast I will require it, and from the 
hand of man. From the hand of every man’s brother I will require the life of man. 
(Genesis 9:6 NKJV)  “Whoever sheds man’s blood, By man his blood shall be shed; For in the image of God He made man. 

 
The Noahic Covenant 
After the flood, we saw God making a “Covenant” with Noah.  It is known as the Noahic Covenant in Bible 
doctrine and theology.  Understanding Covenants are important and helpful in our understanding of the 
Bible and God’s dealing with man. 
 
Definition of Covenant 
A Covenant is something we read about throughout the Scriptures, God making a Covenant with man.  
What is a Covenant?  A covenant is “a sovereign proclamation of God, from the lips of God, that puts Him 
in a relationship of responsibility with a man, a family, a nation, and/or the world.  It is a proclamation of 
God saying this is what I am going to do. 
 
Conditional / Perpetual 
Sometimes these covenants are conditional; I will do this, if/when you do what I tell you to.  Some 
covenants are God saying I am going to do this regardless of what you do.  Some covenants are 
perpetual (Forever), others expire when a New Covenant comes into effect. 
 
There are 8 specific Covenants we see in the Scriptures: 
 
Edenic Covenant:  (Genesis 2:16-17).  God declares to Adam and Eve, all of this is for you to enjoy, but 
if you eat of the tree of Knowledge and Evil, you shall surely die.  This one is perpetual for we see man 
dying everyday as the result of the world being plunged into sin. 
 
Adamic Covenant:  (Genesis 3:14-19).  Here is the result of the fall, the curse.  Satan you shall slither on 
your belly, woman you shall suffer pain in childbirth, man you shall till the land in sweat.  But there is 
hope, for a Savior will come through the Seed of the woman who will crush satan’s head, but only after 
satan bruises His heal on the cross.  This one is perpetual, woman still suffer in birthing, and man still 
sweats in the field.  The Savior has come for sin, but next times He comes for His kids. 
 
Noahic Covenant: (Genesis 8:21-9:17).  It is a perpetual covenant, man is allowed to eat meat, and God 
will never flood the world again, and man is to enforce capital punishment. 
 
3 Components of the Noahic Covenant: 
• Diet – 9:2-4 (The Foods given to Eat) 
• Discipline – 9:5-6 (Punishment for Murder) 
• Declaration – 9:7-17 (God will never flood the world again) 
 
Abrahamic Covenant: (Genesis 12,15,17).  God telling Abraham I am going to bless you, and the 
nations will be blessed through you.  For through the line of Abraham the Savior will come, and all who 
will receive Him will be free form sin and death.  It is a perpetual covenant for the Love of the Lamb is 
available to all who will receive, every tribe, nation, and tongue.  I am also going to give you a land that 
will be yours forever. 



 
Mosaic Covenant: (Exodus 19, 24, 34).  Better known as “The Law”.  This is a conditional covenant for it 
is based on; if you will do this you will be blessed, if you will that, then you will be cursed.  It is an if/then 
covenant.  If you do right then you will be blessed, if you do wrong, then you will be cursed.  This 
covenant is not perpetual for it was superseded by the New Covenant. But I must point out, that although 
were are not under the condemnation of the Law, we are still under the obligation of the Law.  It is still a 
guide for every Christian 
 
Palestinian Covenant:  (Duet 30).  This covenant deals with the land of Israel.  It states that the land of 
Israel will be the Jews forever and ever.  It is perpetual, forever and ever, regardless of what any 
government leader thinks or says, regardless of what the United Nations or the United States says, it is 
the Jewish peoples forever and ever. 
 
David Covenant: (2 Sam. 7:12; 22:51) From King David’s seed would come a ruler who would reign on 
the throne forever – King Jesus.  This one of course is perpetual, forever and ever. This covenant 
agreement reached its highest fulfillment when Jesus the Messiah, a descendant of the line of David, was 
born in Bethlehem about a thousand years after God made this promise to David the king (Matt. 1:1; 2:4–
6; Luke 1:29–33). 
 
New Covenant:  (Jeremiah 31:31-34 see also Heb 8:3).  God says I will write my will on the tablets of 
your heart.  Jesus would say His blood is the blood of the New Covenant (Matt 26:27-28).  It is no longer 
and external covenant, but an internal covenant.  It is Christ in you, the hope of Glory  (Col 1:27).  It is 
God Himself taking up residence in your body to lead you and empower you for your walk with Him.   
(Matthew 26:27 NKJV)  Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. 
(Matthew 26:28 NKJV)  “For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. 
 
(Colossians 1:27 NKJV)  To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: 
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

 
Gen 9: 5-6 / Establishment of Human Government / 3 Institutions 
Here we have the establishment of human government, specifically dealing with the sanctity of life.  There 
are 3 institutions that God established; the family, government, and the Church.  God is talking about the 
sacredness of life and he is establishing a new order or new law. When Cain killed his brother, God 
allowed Cain to live under a curse; but, no man was to take his life. As we get further into the law, we will 
find God has set out the law for manslaughter. If you kill someone by accident, there would be a city of 
refuge for you to flee to and as long as you stay in that city the death can not be avenged. Capital 
punishment was established by God for premeditated murder early in the history of mankind: 
(Genesis 9:5 NKJV)  “Surely for your lifeblood I will demand a reckoning; from the hand of every beast I will require it, and from the 
hand of man. From the hand of every man’s brother I will require the life of man. 
(Genesis 9:6 NKJV)  “Whoever sheds man’s blood, By man his blood shall be shed; For in the image of God He made man. 

 
Ripple Effect 
Remove the sanctity of life from a nation, and the nation will not survive.  People left to kill as they will, will 
lead to a nation in chaos.  If a culture gets away from capital punishment, then there becomes no fear of 
taking life.  People say the worst I get is life in prison.  In our day we see cold-blooded murders back out 
on the streets only serving a portion of their sentence.  What happens is a rippling effect through the 
whole penal system.  Example: when murder is the death penalty, then rape is 30 years, bank robbery is 
15.  When murder becomes 30 years, then rape becomes 15 years, and bank robbery then is 7.  Murder 
is the bar in which all other punishments are based on.  Personally, I believe rape and murder are the 
same heinous crime, for both of them takes a life. 
 
New Order for New World 
Noah was the President of the world at this time, God is saying you are starting a new world with a new 
government.  The flood may have washed the world, but man is still evil (Gen 8:21).  Man must be 
punished severely for murder, or the world will self-destruct itself.  Establish from the beginning that 
murder is the death sentence.  I also believe this passage gives us a little more insight into how evil and 



wicked the world was before the flood, for God wastes no time in establishing Capital Punishment for this 
new world. 
 
Romans 13 
Romans 13 instructs us to be subject to the governing authorities.  Can you imagine living in this county if 
there were no laws or officers to enforce the law?  You would live in constant fear for your life, and for 
your family’s life.  The Noahic Covenant is perpetual, forever, because the New Testament reinforces this 
position on enforcement by force.  Laws without consequences are merely advice. 
(Romans 13:1 NKJV)  Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and the 
authorities that exist are appointed by God. 
(Romans 13:2 NKJV)  Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring judgment 
on themselves. 
(Romans 13:3 NKJV)  For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to evil. Do you want to be unafraid of the authority? Do what is 
good, and you will have praise from the same. 
(Romans 13:4 NKJV)  For he is God’s minister to you for good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear the sword in vain; 
for he is God’s minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him who practices evil. 
(Romans 13:5 NKJV)  Therefore you must be subject, not only because of wrath but also for conscience ’ sake. 

 
The Sword / Forgiveness / Reaping 
Notice verse 4, “he does not bear the sword in vain”, the sword represents death in the Scriptures.  What 
about forgiveness, what about the New Covenant, what about we are to love and forgive?  Absolutely, but 
there is a separation between forgiveness and the punishment.  It is the law of reaping and sow still, even 
when it applies to the Death Penalty.  A person can commit a sexual sin and be forgiven, but if the person 
contracts a STD it is not because they were not forgiven, but that they were sowing were they should not 
have been.   
 
Come to Justice – Justice comes to You 
I am reminding after September 11th, when the USA traced the attacks back to Afghanistan, and in his 
public speech, President Bush told the attackers, “You can come to justice, or justice will come to you”. 
Bin Laden, the Taliban government had the opportunity to lay down the arms, dissolve the government, 
but they chose not to. Same with Saddam, if he had nothing to hide, then he should have just opened the 
doors for inspection.  But obviously he had other plans, and his invasion into Kuwait,  unprovoked, proved 
his intentions.  Hitler, Japan, all in the same boat. 
 
Applying the Covenant / Noahic Covenant before the Law 
The Noahic Covenant is perpetual, therefore so is Capital Punishment.  We still eat meat, God will not 
flood the earth, and Capital Punishment is still applicable today.  This is why it is important to understand 
the covenants in the Bible, so we can clearly apply the Word.  People have lots of opinions on Capital 
Punishment, especially when they try to apply the NT principles, but we need not struggle when we 
simply understand the Covenants.  Also, Genesis 9 is before the Law (Exodus 20), so for anyone who 
says we are no longer under the Law, the Noahic Covenant supersedes the Law anyways.  
 
War 
A nation at war to protect itself is justified by Romans 13, and is exemplified throughout the Scriptures as 
God gives direction to the Nation Israel to go to war to protect itself.  God even calls them and army: 
(Numbers 1:2 NKJV)  “Take a census of all the congregation of the children of Israel, by their families, by their fathers ’ houses, 
according to the number of names, every male individually, 
(Numbers 1:3 NKJV)  “from twenty years old and above; all who are able to go to war in Israel. You and Aaron shall number them by 
their armies. 
 
(Deuteronomy 20:9 NKJV)  “And so it shall be, when the officers have finished speaking to the people, that they shall make captains 
of the armies to lead the people. 
(Deuteronomy 20:10 NKJV)  “When you go near a city to fight against it, then proclaim an offer of peace to it. 
(Deuteronomy 20:11 NKJV)  “And it shall be that if they accept your offer of peace, and open to you, then all the people who are 
found in it shall be placed under tribute to you, and serve you. 
(Deuteronomy 20:12 NKJV)  “Now if the city will not make peace with you, but makes war against you, then you shall besiege it. 

 
Glad Not in Leadership 
I am glad I am not in leadership that has to decide if a nation goes to war. 
 



Abortion 
 
Abortion is Murder – Because Sacredness of Life / God forms man in Womb 
Abortion is murder, in the United States alone there have been 40 million abortions in 40 years.  Abortion 
is murder because of the sacredness of life, because man is created in the image of God, and it is God 
who breathes life into man.  God is forming man in the mothers womb, and it is not for man to decide if 
the life shall continue or not, it is only for God: 
(Psalms 127:3 NKJV)  Behold, children are a heritage from the LORD, The fruit of the womb is a reward. 
 
(Psalms 139:13 NKJV)  For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother ’s womb. 
(Psalms 139:14 NKJV)  I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Marvelous are Your works, And that my soul 
knows very well. 
(Psalms 139:15 NKJV)  My frame was not hidden from You, When I was made in secret, And skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of 
the earth. 
(Psalms 139:16 NKJV)  Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed. And in Your book they all were written, The days 
fashioned for me, When as yet there were none of them. 

 
John the Baptist 
Is it life, the Scriptures declare that is not just in Psalm 139, but in Luke 1.  John Baptist, as an unborn 
child experienced joy in the womb, after he hears the voice of Mary who was pregnant with Jesus.  
Babies in the womb can respond to noises, temperature change, touch, they are living and aware of their 
surroundings: 
(Luke 1:39 NKJV)  Now Mary arose in those days and went into the hill country with haste, to a city of Judah, 
(Luke 1:40 NKJV)  and entered the house of Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth. 
(Luke 1:41 NKJV)  And it happened, when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, that the babe leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth 
was filled with the Holy Spirit. 

 
Exodus 21:22 / Life for Life 
The most conclusive Scripture is in Exodus 21:22-23 where if a woman with child is struck and the baby 
dies, the attacker was to be put to death, because God demands life for life, God clearly calls the child in 
the womb life. 
(Exodus 21:22 NKJV)  “If men fight, and hurt a woman with child, so that she gives birth prematurely, yet no harm follows, he shall 
surely be punished accordingly as the woman’s husband imposes on him; and he shall pay as the judges determine. 
(Exodus 21:23 NKJV)  “But if any harm follows, then you shall give life for life, 

 
Forgiveness at the Cross 
If you have had an abortion, there is forgiveness at the cross.  Seek the Lord, run to Him and not away 
from Him, and hear His thoughts that He has towards you, the thoughts of peace and not of evil to give 
you a future and a hope. 
 
Abortion then Euthanasia 
Abortion is murder.  Interesting the generation that approved abortion are now coming into retirement 
age, elderly age, and may be the generation that will be the first to be victims of euthanasia, as the 
generation who survived abortion are now in leadership, decide that a baby may be too much of an 
inconvenience, so too will the elderly be such and inconvenience, so call Dr. knockers.  We are not too far 
away from this. The 5th commandment was children honor thy parents, and we saw how the children 
should take care of their elderly parents.  But man deciding who lives and who dies, could come to a day 
when they decide which elderly person lives and which elderly person dies. 
 

Suicide 
 
Suicide is Murder – Life is Sacred 
Suicide is murder, and the command says thou shall not murder, for human life is sacred.  Murder is 
taking human life, and it matters not whose life is taken, and by whom it is taken, even if it is a person 
taking their own life.  The commands we have just read apply even if it is a person taking their own life. 
 
Lie from Pit of Hell / You are trying to Kill the Pain 
Suicide is murder; if you are not saved you will face and endure eternal damnation.  Suicide is a lie from 
the pit of hell, for relief will not come from death but be the start of eternity in hell.  Relief and peace will 



only come through the Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ.  What you are trying to kill is the pain that is inside 
of your.  The way to put that pain to death is through Christ Jesus.  By letting Him take the reigns of your 
life and letting Him lead your life. The Apostle Paul says I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I 
who lives but Christ in me, and the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God.  Paul says 
now that I am saved by Christ, I will live by faith, trusting that you will take care of all my situations no 
matter what they are: 
(Galatians 2:20 NKJV)  “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now 
live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. 

 



6.) Thou shalt not kill (Exodus 20:13) 
Part 2 – Murder in the Heart 

 
Hatred is Murder 
Jesus said whoever hates his brother is guilty of murder in his heart.  Tonight we have a room full of 
murderers.  Jesus is speaking how these Commandments are no longer applicable because we are 
under grace, but He is speaking how they have been elevated.  He says not to have hatred in our hearts, 
He is showing man how wicked He considers hatred: 
(Matthew 5:21 NKJV)  "You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not murder, and whoever murders will be in 
danger of the judgment.' 
(Matthew 5:22 NKJV)  "But I say to you that whoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment. 
And whoever says to his brother, 'Raca!' shall be in danger of the council. But whoever says, 'You fool!' shall be in danger of hell 
fire. 

 
Easy to Love the Loveable 
Jesus said to love your enemies, anyone can love the loveable, but it takes a true Christ-like nature to 
love your enemies, just as He did: 
(Matthew 5:44 NKJV)  "But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for 
those who spitefully use you and persecute you, 
(Matthew 5:45 NKJV)  "that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and 
sends rain on the just and on the unjust. 
(Matthew 5:46 NKJV)  "For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 
(Matthew 5:47 NKJV)  "And if you greet your brethren only, what do you do more than others? Do not even the tax collectors do so? 
(Matthew 5:48 NKJV)  "Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect. 

 
Love God – Love your Brother 
In 1 John it says that whosoever hates his brother is a murder.  The tense is in the continual tense form.  
The Word speaks loud to us, don’t call yourself Christian have hatred in your heart, say what you want 
about how much you love Me, but your Words are lie to Me.  You love Me, then prove it by loving that 
brother or sister over there: 
(1 John 4:20 NKJV)  If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he 
has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen? 
(1 John 4:21 NKJV)  And this commandment we have from Him: that he who loves God must love his brother also. 

 
Jesus Paid Price / Now Resurrection Power Available 
Jesus paid the price for every murder in this room, and that same resurrection power that raised Him from 
the dead is available for you to love that brother or sister, to love your enemy (whether saved or not): 
(Ephesians 1:17 NKJV)  that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom and 
revelation in the knowledge of Him, 
(Ephesians 1:18 NKJV)  the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what 
are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 
(Ephesians 1:19 NKJV)  and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the working of His 
mighty power 
(Ephesians 1:20 NKJV)  which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the 
heavenly places, 

 
Out of the Mouth 
You see, hatred in your heart towards another, just proves what is in your heart, it shows the condition of 
your heart.  From the mouth proceeds the condition of a man’s heart: 
(Matthew 12:34 NKJV)  "Brood of vipers! How can you, being evil, speak good things? For out of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth speaks. 
(Matthew 12:35 NKJV)  "A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good things, and an evil man out of the evil 
treasure brings forth evil things. 
(Matthew 12:36 NKJV)  "But I say to you that for every idle word men may speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgment. 
(Matthew 12:37 NKJV)  "For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned." 
 
(Proverbs 27:19 NKJV)  As in water face reflects face, So a man's heart reveals the man. 

 
Original Murder / The Condition is the Heart – The Problem is Relationship with God 



Lets go back to the original murder in the scriptures, Genesis chapter 4.  I think it may reveal a lot to us 
about our heart condition. You see when Cain killed Abel, I think it important to point out, Cain’s problem 
wasn't really with His brother, but Cain’s problem was with his relationship with God. In Genesis 4:5, God 
didn't respect Cain’s offering, Cain became angry, Cain had a heart condition that needed fixed, Cain’s 
heart condition caused there to be a problem in his relationship with his Creator, and it was his problem 
with God that carried over to his problem with his brother. 
(Genesis 4:1 NKJV)  Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, and said, "I have acquired a man from the 
LORD." 
(Genesis 4:2 NKJV)  Then she bore again, this time his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the 
ground. 
(Genesis 4:3 NKJV)  And in the process of time it came to pass that Cain brought an offering of the fruit of the ground to the LORD. 
(Genesis 4:4 NKJV)  Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat. And the LORD respected Abel and his offering, 
(Genesis 4:5 NKJV)  but He did not respect Cain and his offering. And Cain was very angry, and his countenance fell. 

 
Lets Fix this Now 
God said Cain lets fix this now (verse 7) but if you don’t sin lies at the door, sin desires you, sin has a 
passion for you, sin wants to have power over you, so lets fix it now so that you might rule over it, and not 
it over you: 
(Genesis 4:6 NKJV)  So the LORD said to Cain, "Why are you angry? And why has your countenance fallen? 
(Genesis 4:7 NKJV)  "If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin lies at the door. And its desire is for you, 
but you should rule over it." 

 
Cain’s Problem with God – Carried over to His Brother 
Cain chose not to fix his heart condition, he chose not to draw closer to his Creator, and it caused him to 
have a problem with his brother.  His brother had nothing to do with his problem with God, but because 
Cain would not deal with his heart condition, God’s warning turned into Cain’s action, sin took control of 
Cain, rather than Cain taking control of it, and you know the story – the first murder in the Bible: 
(Genesis 4:8 NKJV)  Now Cain talked with Abel his brother; and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up 
against Abel his brother and killed him. 
(Genesis 4:9 NKJV)  Then the LORD said to Cain, "Where is Abel your brother?" He said, "I do not know. Am I my brother's 
keeper?" 
(Genesis 4:10 NKJV)  And He said, "What have you done? The voice of your brother's blood cries out to Me from the ground. 
(Genesis 4:11 NKJV)  "So now you are cursed from the earth, which has opened its mouth to receive your brother's blood from your 
hand. 
(Genesis 4:12 NKJV)  "When you till the ground, it shall no longer yield its strength to you. A fugitive and a vagabond you shall be 
on the earth." 

 
If you Have Hatred – Problem is Relations with God 
If you have hatred towards any person, the Scriptures are clear, it isn’t your relationship with that person 
that is wrong, it is your relationship with God that needs fixed. 
 
Be Angry – Do Not Sin / Take Every thought Captive 
The word says be angry, and do not sin.  Obviously anger is not sin, or God would have said don’t be 
angry.  God recognizes anger as part of our human nature, but He says don't let it go to the next level, 
sin, hatred, murder in our heart.  We are to take on every thought into captivity so it doesn’t have a 
chance to reign over us.  The predecessor to hatred is anger, therefore when anger is aroused, what we 
do with it once it is aroused in us, will determine if hatred is birthed: 
(Ephesians 4:26 NKJV)  "Be angry, and do not sin": do not let the sun go down on your wrath, 
(Ephesians 4:27 NKJV)  nor give place to the devil. 
 
(2 Corinthians 10:5 NKJV)  casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing 
every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, 

 
Anger – Thermos  
Jesus said whoever is angry with His brother is in danger of judgment.  There are 2 Greek words for 
anger, one is ‘thermos” (where we get our word thermometer) and it means to flare up.  The other Greek 
word is “orgizo” and it means to burn, (smolder - the coals continue to burn even after the flame has died 
down).  The second word is the word Jesus uses here in Matthew 5.  That is where danger comes, for 
those who won’t let it go, and they just keep fanning the coal, to keep it burning, long after the initial flame 
had ignited, flared up.    
 



Without Cause 
It says without a cause (which isn’t in every manuscript).  Some people try to justify their anger towards 
another by saying they are justified to be angry because of what that person had done to them, they have 
a cause to be angry. Consider this, if God applied the same justification to be angry with you as you have 
to that person, where would you be. You have been forgiven much more than you’ll ever be required to 
forgive.  Your sin, my sin, is against the holy God.  I am reminded of the story of the man released from 
debtors prison who owed 2 million dollars, but threw his brother in jail who owed him 200 dollars.  Lord 
how often am I to forgive my brother, 7 times, no 70 times 7:  
(Matthew 5:21 NKJV)  "You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not murder, and whoever murders will be in 
danger of the judgment.' 
(Matthew 5:22 NKJV)  "But I say to you that whoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment. 
And whoever says to his brother, 'Raca!' shall be in danger of the council. But whoever says, 'You fool!' shall be in danger of hell 
fire. 

 
(Matthew 18:21 NKJV)  Then Peter came to Him and said, "Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Up 
to seven times?" 
(Matthew 18:22 NKJV)  Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven. 
(Matthew 18:23 NKJV)  "Therefore the kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 
(Matthew 18:24 NKJV)  "And when he had begun to settle accounts, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 
(Matthew 18:25 NKJV)  "But as he was not able to pay, his master commanded that he be sold, with his wife and children and all 
that he had, and that payment be made. 
(Matthew 18:26 NKJV)  "The servant therefore fell down before him, saying, 'Master, have patience with me, and I will pay you all.' 
(Matthew 18:27 NKJV)  "Then the master of that servant was moved with compassion, released him, and forgave him the debt. 
(Matthew 18:28 NKJV)  "But that servant went out and found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii; and he laid 
hands on him and took him by the throat, saying, 'Pay me what you owe!' 
(Matthew 18:29 NKJV)  "So his fellow servant fell down at his feet and begged him, saying, 'Have patience with me, and I will  pay 
you all.' 
(Matthew 18:30 NKJV)  "And he would not, but went and threw him into prison till he should pay the debt. 
(Matthew 18:31 NKJV)  "So when his fellow servants saw what had been done, they were very grieved, and came and told their 
master all that had been done. 
(Matthew 18:32 NKJV)  "Then his master, after he had called him, said to him, 'You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt 
because you begged me. 
(Matthew 18:33 NKJV)  'Should you not also have had compassion on your fellow servant, just as I had pity on you?' 
(Matthew 18:34 NKJV)  "And his master was angry, and delivered him to the torturers until he should pay all that was due to him. 
(Matthew 18:35 NKJV)  "So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from his heart, does not forgive his brother  his 
trespasses." 

 
Be Reconciled / So they not Murder 
Jesus goes on to say (in Matthew 5) for us to be reconciled with our brother.  Christian, if you can bring 
reconciliation, then you will keep that brother from becoming a murder.  Reconcile so they may not turn 
into a murder. Jesus absorbed all the blame, and He was totally right, He was free and hell could not bind 
Him, for He was too free to be held down. Chose to reconcile rather than be right and you too will 
experience total freedom; you will be called the “sons of God”. 
(Matthew 5:23 NKJV)  "Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you, 
(Matthew 5:24 NKJV)  "leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come 
and offer your gift. 
(Matthew 5:25 NKJV)  "Agree with your adversary quickly, while you are on the way with him, lest your adversary deliver you to the 
judge, the judge hand you over to the officer, and you be thrown into prison. 
(Matthew 5:26 NKJV)  "Assuredly, I say to you, you will by no means get out of there till you have paid the last penny. 
 
(Matthew 5:9 NKJV)  Blessed are the peacemakers, For they shall be called sons of God. 

 
Exodus 15 Study - The Root of Bitterness 
Side Note - anger, bitterness, hatred, ultimately you are robbing yourself.  I reference you back to the 
study on bitterness in Exodus 15:22-27.  I was asked to pick just 10 of the 400 or studies I have taught 
over the past few years, that would most certainly be one of them because how many Christians I have 
seen never moving on deeper in the things of the Lord because they won’t let go of the root of bitterness 
they have towards another.  Do yourself a favor, and your family, forgive, reconcile rather than be right, 
and watch how God will bless you abundantly. 

 
The Jesus Example 
Lets Look at Pattern for Success  



Our example, our application of all these commands, Jesus is always our example.  How did He fulfill 
these Commands?  How did He overcome hatred when He was reviled and treated horribly, let’s look at 
His pattern for success.  
 
1.) Forgive them They Know Not / Greater Blesses the Weaker / Self-Examination 
Father forgive them, they know not what they do He would say from the cross that day, how could He, 
because He was the greater.  Christian, the greater always blesses the lesser.  When we have been 
offended by another, who the mature Christian is will be proven out by who seeks reconciliation and who 
seeks to be right. As I always say, it is better to reconcile than be right.  The greater will always bless the 
lesser (weaker).  If you are the type to wonder how am I doing, where am I at spiritually, God will 
continually allow indicators to come into your life so you can do some self-examinations. 
(Hebrews 7:7 NKJV)  Now beyond all contradiction the lesser is blessed by the better. 

 
Judas - Friend 
Why could Jesus say to Judas, Friend why have you come there in the garden of betrayal?  How could 
Jesus still call him friend, and not “low-life why have you come”: 
(Matthew 26:50 NKJV)  But Jesus said to him, "Friend, why have you come?" Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and took 
Him. 

 
How Could He / 3 Years – Dinner – Bucks - Missions 
How could He say that to someone who walked with Him for some 3 years; imagine all the time Jesus 
invested in him.  How many times Judas would tell Jesus his problems and troubles and all the hours of 
counsel and nurturing Jesus would invest into Judas.  All the dinners together, the hugs, did you ever 
think what it would be like to do a mission trip with Jesus (man you really bond together on mission trips). 
The times of just the two of them having some Jerusalem-Bucks together.   Then to have Judas turn on 
Him, how could Jesus still love and not hate him, in fact we see He did not even cross into anger.  
 
2.) Example in 24 Hour Period / Cover in Prayer 
Second, I think Jesus gives us some very practical and applicable keys in that 24 how period prior to the 
betrayal.  How did Jesus reign over sin, and not sin reign over Him, because first we see had covered 
Himself with prayer. Oh Ray it is not that simple, it is, Jesus is our example, and if you want victory in any 
and all areas of your life, do what Jesus did.  Immediately before His arrest Jesus is in the garden, on His 
knees, in prayers.  In fact before the garden Jesus was in prayer, we see His prayer in John 17, and 
Jesus’ prayer covered 4 areas, He first prayed for Himself, then His disciples (even Judas whom He knew 
would betray Him), and then He prayed for other believers.   
Self: 
(John 17:1 NKJV)  Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said: "Father, the hour has come. Glorify Your Son, 
that Your Son also may glorify You, 

Disciples; 
(John 17:9 NKJV)  "I pray for them. I do not pray for the world but for those whom You have given Me, for they are Yours. 

Judas: 
(John 17:12 NKJV)  "While I was with them in the world, I kept them in Your name. Those whom You gave Me I have kept; and none 
of them is lost except the son of perdition, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 

Others: 
(John 17:20 NKJV)  "I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word; 

 
Still say too Simple / Worked for Early Church / Where Wars Come From 
Maybe you are still saying, it is not that simple.  Life is too complicated for that counsel of prayer, the 
Word, and fellowship.  It worked for the early church, I suggest to you their lives were much more difficult 
than ours are today.  Outcasts from society, continually under persecution, death for converting for many.  
It worked for them, why can’t it work for us today.  Listen, where do wars come from, James 4:2, you have 
not because you ask not, The things people don’t get, yet they want, even to the point of lusting after it, 
they don't have it because of lack of prayer. 
(James 4:1 NKJV)  Where do wars and fights come from among you? Do they not come from your desires for pleasure that war in 
your members? 
(James 4:2 NKJV)  You lust and do not have. You murder and covet and cannot obtain. You fight and war. Yet you do not have 
because you do not ask. 
(James 4:3 NKJV)  You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures. 

 



Why Wars – Lack of Prayer 
Why is their war among nations, neighbors, bosses, and friends? - Because of lack of prayer.  You have 
not because you ask not; 
 
Imagine Saddam – Iran / Apply to Life – Go to Prayer / Sad – People gather fro War 
Imagine if Saddam, Bin Laden, Hitler, North Korea, Iran, they all want war because of their lusts.  Imagine 
if they would have said we have needs, economically, the people are hungry, or to be recognized as a 
nation, imagine if they would gathered the multitudes for prayer rather than war, how differently this world 
would be. Well, apply that to your life. I want peace with that person, pray. I want them to recognize me 
as a person, pray. Rather, and so sad, rather than praying people gather other people for war. How 
terrible when people have problems with other people, rather than prayer to God to meet their needs, 
they forgo prayer and try to gather people to their cause and start war with a brother or neighbor. 
 
Do You want Peace / Be Anxious for Nothing 
Do you want peace, be anxious for nothing, but in all prayer and supplication make your request known to 
God, and the peace of God will rule your heart.   
(Philippians 4:6 NKJV)  Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be 
made known to God; 
(Philippians 4:7 NKJV)  and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus. 

 
When someone Brings War – Lay Weapons Down 
Beloved, when someone brings war against you, lay down your weapons of war, take the Jesus example, 
cover yourself in prayer, be the greater.   
 
Back to Genesis 4 / Blood Plural 
Hey, let me give you a great warning.  Your war won’t end at one death, it will bring multiple casualties.  
Back to Genesis 4, if you have a Bible with margins, your margin may say “bloods” in the plural form.  You 
see to this day the Jewish people believe if you kill one person you kill multiple people because they will 
not have the ability to reproduce. You have killed generations. So too will it be when you allow hatred into 
your heart. You will pass it on to your kids you will be teaching them by example how to hate people that 
do you wrong, In Deuteronomy 6, you will teach your kids these 10 commands, it will either be the right 
way or the wrong way. You will also kill generations because if you gather others for war beside you, and 
they join you, then you murder generations as you poison others. You murder generations because you 
may diminish all that God was doing in that person, and the plans He had for their future. How God was 
going to use that person in dozens, hundreds of other peoples lives.  Life is sacred, and it is for no man to 
determine when another man enters into eternity, it is for God and God only.  There is a Biblical time and 
place for pointing out an errant brother, but if a person does it in anger, hatred, then they are out of the 
will of God  
 
3.) He Knew Rest of Story / Immediate Satisfaction  
Third, Jesus knew the rest of the story. Jesus was living the big picture. He knew that He would rise 
again, and He was heaven bound, He knew the rest of the story.  You see, we want to be right, and that 
causes the hatred and division in our heart, because we want to be right - right now, we want immediate 
justification, we want immediate change to the circumstance, to the behavior, to the offense and when 
that doesn’t come, hatred slips in there.   
(Matthew 28:6 NKJV)  "He is not here; for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. 

 
Wisdom from Above 
Wisdom that is from above is willing to yield, would rather reconcile than be right: 
(James 3:14 NKJV)  But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth. 
(James 3:15 NKJV)  This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic. 
(James 3:16 NKJV)  For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are there. 
(James 3:17 NKJV)  But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield , full of mercy and 
good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy. 
(James 3:18 NKJV)  Now the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace. 

 
Childs reaction to Dropped Cake 



Have you ever seen a child’s reaction when they drop the piece of cake on the floor? The tears, the yell.   
We look and smile because we know something they don’t and that is that we know there are thousands 
of more cake and slices within a 10 minute drive, but the child doesn't know how big the world is around 
them, they only know their small world. So too it is for the person who sees the big picture, the 
perspective from eternity, the heart of God.  The bigger those things are, the smaller that slice of cake 
becomes, the smaller the heavenly perspective and the heart of God, the bigger that slice of cake 
becomes. 
 
Jesus the Example – Apply them to Our Hearts 
Jesus, the greater would always bless the lesser.  Jesus covered Himself in prayer and He covered 
others in prayer, and through prayer God gave Him a heart for people, even the hard to love people, the 
people that would turn and hurt Him.  And, Jesus knew the big picture, He looked at all things through an 
eternal perspective which then put all things into their proper perspective.  May we all take the lessons 
and examples of Jesus and apply them to our hearts. 
 
 



7.) Thou shalt not commit adultery. 
(Exodus 20:14) 

 
 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
The 10 Commandments: 
1.) Thou shalt have no other gods before me. (Exodus 20:3) 
2.) Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing (Exodus 20:4-6) 
3.) Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; (Exodus 20:7) 
4.) Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. (Exodus 20:8-11) 
5.) Honour thy father and thy mother: (Exodus 20:12) 
6.) Thou shalt not kill. (Exodus 20:13) 
7.) Thou shalt not commit adultery. (Exodus 20:14) 
8.) Thou shalt not steal. (Exodus 20:15) 
9.) Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. (Exodus 20:16) 
10.) Thou shalt not covet (Exodus 20:17) 
 
1st Command Preface to Obeying all the Others 
This first commandment is the preface to every commandment and obeying them. He is God. 
 
Great Tune-Up 
The 10 Commandments are guides for life, what a great tune-up for all of us, how challenging they are. 
 

7.) Thou shalt not commit adultery. (Exodus 

(Exodus 20:14 NKJV)  "You shall not commit adultery. 
 
God Preserving the Family / Life Sacred – So Too Marriage / Through Marriage life Comes  
God is preserving and protecting the family.  Just as life is sacred and it is not up to any man to determine 
when another man’s eternity begins. So too is marriage sacred. It is through marriage that life comes 
forth, it is through marriage that the family is establish. Life, marriage, and family are sacred to God. 
 
Family Building Block of Society / Family Strong – Nation – God is Glorified 
Family is the building block of society.  When the family is strong, so will the Nation, when a nation is 
strong, God is glorified. 
 
Live in Society Warring against Sacredness of Marriage / Trash of TV / Can’t understand Watch 
We live in a society that is warring against the sacredness of marriage and family. Need I go into detail 
the trash of Desperate Housewives, the OC, Friends and the likes, all shows that attack the sacredness 
of marriage.  Now what I can't put together is how the majority of people I talk with (and I’m talking outside 
the church), all agree and tell me they are committed to their marriage but they tune into this trash.  I can’t 
understand why someone would be drawn to such things. 
 
Required Death Penalty 
Adultery in Israel required the death penalty, God was and is serious about this command, regardless of 
the casual approach to it today: 
(Leviticus 20:10 NKJV)  'The man who commits adultery with another man's wife, he who commits adultery with his neighbor's wife, 
the adulterer and the adulteress, shall surely be put to death. 

 
 
 



Pit of Manure – Plant a Tree 
In Israel, they would take the a guilty adulterers stone them in a pit of manure, then plant a tree in the pit 
for a reminder of what happens to the adulterer. 
 
Lets be Clear / Out of Wedlock 
Let’s be clear about something before we read this passage, adultery means to break wedlock.  Sex is to 
be only within wedlock, therefore sex outside of wedlock either while married or not married is adultery.  
So this passage applies to fornication, homosexuality, and what we term adultery today. 
Adultery - Hebrew5003. na'aph, naw-af'; a prim. root; to commit adultery; fig. to apostatize:--adulterer (-ess), commit (-ing) adultery, 
woman that breaketh wedlock. 
 

Back in Garden / Once Intimate - Married 
Back in the garden, once two people engage in intimacy, they were considered married in God’s eyes.  
Boy that sure would cut down in premarital sex today if that was the law of the land, people sure would 
think about and say married for life, I don’t think so: 
(Genesis 2:24 KJV)  Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one 
flesh. 

 
Jesus Sermon on Mount 
Jesus made that clear on His Sermon on the Mount.  Jesus covered sex outside of marriage in His 
Sermon just incase someone was looking for a loophole in the Law 
(Matthew 5:27 NKJV)  "You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not commit adultery.' 
(Matthew 5:28 NKJV)  "But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his 
heart. 

 
Dispel the Test Drive Myth / Cohabitate / Those that Wait  
Let’s dispel a myth. You need to test drive the car before you buy it; really?   If that is such good advice, 
then why are 500 out of 1000 marriages failing?  Did you know that couples that lived together have a 
divorce rate of 80%.  I don’t know what the statistics say, but in my personal encounters with married 
couples that waited until their wedding day, I doubt the divorce rate was even 1 in 10.  Marriage is still 
sacred, regardless of what society wants to promote it as, and all the lies and myths the enemy wants to 
throw out to our younger generation, in fact even the older generation has bought into these lies. 
 
Statistics / Pray – Read –Church / Divorce in Church Same as World / Must be Doers – Not Hearers 
Statistic, couples who pray together, read their Bible, and attend church have a divorce rate of I in 1105. 
Compare that to the national average of 1 out of every 2.  By the way the divorce rate within the Church is 
now the same as the world.  Professing Christ is not enough to make your marriage strong.  Couples 
must take the Word in; apply the Word through prayer and fellowship. We must be doers of the word, and 
not hearers only: 
(James 1:21 NKJV)  Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted word, 
which is able to save your souls. 
(James 1:22 NKJV)  But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 

 
Why the Rate so High / Issue about Losing Soul 
Why is the divorce rate so high?  Listen to me, the issue is greater than divorce, the issue is greater than 
AIDS, STD (even though 1 out of every 3 sexually active person has an STD), and unwanted 
pregnancies.  The issue is man’s soul.  Proverbs 6:32 says that whoever commits adultery destroys his 
own soul.  God cries out keep my command, be doers of the word and not hears only, for the sake of your 
very soul.   
 
Proverbs 6 
Lets Read Proverbs 6;20-32: 
(Proverbs 6:20 NKJV)  My son, keep your father's command, And do not forsake the law of your mother. 
(Proverbs 6:21 NKJV)  Bind them continually upon your heart; Tie them around your neck. 
(Proverbs 6:22 NKJV)  When you roam, they will lead you; When you sleep, they will keep you; And when you awake, they will 
speak with you. 
(Proverbs 6:23 NKJV)  For the commandment is a lamp, And the law a light; Reproofs of instruction are the way of life, 
(Proverbs 6:24 NKJV)  To keep you from the evil woman, From the flattering tongue of a seductress. 
(Proverbs 6:25 NKJV)  Do not lust after her beauty in your heart, Nor let her allure you with her eyelids. 



(Proverbs 6:26 NKJV)  For by means of a harlot A man is reduced to a crust of bread; And an adulteress will prey upon his precious 
life. 
(Proverbs 6:27 NKJV)  Can a man take fire to his bosom, And his clothes not be burned? 
(Proverbs 6:28 NKJV)  Can one walk on hot coals, And his feet not be seared? 
(Proverbs 6:29 NKJV)  So is he who goes in to his neighbor's wife; Whoever touches her shall not be innocent. 
(Proverbs 6:30 NKJV)  People do not despise a thief If he steals to satisfy himself when he is starving. 
(Proverbs 6:31 NKJV)  Yet when he is found, he must restore sevenfold; He may have to give up all the substance of his house. 
(Proverbs 6:32 NKJV)  Whoever commits adultery with a woman lacks understanding; He who does so destroys his own soul.  

 
World thinks it About Procreation & Recreation / About Unification 
The world thinks sex is about procreation and recreation, which is true, but they miss that it is about 
unification.  The word “cleave” in Genesis 2:24 is “dabaq” and it means to stick, glue.  When you wanted 
to permanently fasten something together you would “dabaq” it.  You wouldn’t use tape.  Every time a 
person is joined to another person, they leave a piece of themselves with that other person.  In Genesis 5 
when God speaks of Adam and Eve together He calls them Adam, not Mr. and Mrs. Adam, He 
recognizes them as one.  It is a beautiful thing if you follow God’s plan and are joined to just one person, 
the person you love, and every time you leave a piece of yourself with them and unified together.  But 
woe to today’s society where sex is a casual recreation, and people are leaving pieces of themselves all 
over the place and when it comes time to be married to that person they truly love, they can’t give all of 
themselves (their soul – their being) because they have given so much of themselves away to others.  
The greatest issue isn’t AIDS, STDs and unwanted pregnancies, the greatest issue is about losing your 
very soul.   
(Genesis 2:24 KJV)  Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one 
flesh. 
 
(Genesis 5:2 KJV)  Male and female created he them; and blessed them, and called their name Adam, in the day when they were 
created. 
 

Got a Piece / Like an Onion 
The world says “I got a piece of him, or I got a piece of her”, and it is absolutely true, it is tragically true.  It 
is like an onion, you keep peeling away layers until there is nothing left.  Well we love each other and are 
going to be married, so it is ok, we are unifying.  You are not building on a solid foundation, you are 
building on sand (Matthew 7).  God won’t honor it outside of marriage, it is a violation of His Word, and 
therefore all you will leave, the piece you will leave, will be guilt and shame and you’ll be bringing that into 
your marriage, and someday you’ll have to deal with it when you kids ask you if you and spouse were 
obedient to God’s Word, You may very well be opening the flood gates of sexual promiscuity in your 
child’s life 20 years from now by what you are doing today.  Well what if I have, what do I do about it now.  
You need to live a life sold-out for Jesus Christ so that when you tell your child what you did, they won’t 
believe it, they will say I can’t see you doing that because you are so on-fire for Jesus.  But, live a casual 
Christian life where Jesus is there is it is not an inconvenience, you’ll get around to Him, and your kids will 
say yep, I can easily believe it, you aren’t serious now, why would have been serious about Him then.  
You can’t kid a kid.   
(Matthew 7:24 NKJV)  "Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his 
house on the rock: 
(Matthew 7:25 NKJV)  "and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall , for it 
was founded on the rock. 
(Matthew 7:26 NKJV)  "But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who buil t his 
house on the sand: 
(Matthew 7:27 NKJV)  "and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great 
was its fall." 

 
Final Word on Cohabitate 
Let me give you a final word on cohabitating, and article in the USA today a few years back, a group did a 
study on those who cohabitated compared to those who didn’t, and they found that those who 
cohabitated had a higher depression rate than those who didn’t, and get this talking about the myth of test 
driving, they were less sexually satisfied with their spouse than those who didn’t cohabitate.   Let me tell 
you, if you could throw into that study those who waited for marriage, I can guarantee you it would blow 
all them away.  God’s Word is true, it can’t be beat, it will not return void, because God knows sex, He 
created and designed it, how can the world ever think they know more than God. 
 



Refer to Garden Wedding 
You singles I refer you back to our study in Genesis 2:8-25, “The Garden Marriage”. 
 
Lets Take Time to talk to Couple 
Let me take the remaining time to talk to you married couples, for I think the day we live in it is necessary 
to keep ourselves on guard.  I am seeing too many Christians engage in adultery, and I believe it is 
because they did not keep their guard up.  This is how serious God is about adultery, and it is good to be 
refreshed and reminded of His words as it deals with this area. 
 
Will not Go Unpunished 
Proverbs says that he that goes into his neighbor’s wife, will not go unpunished.  You will never get away 
with adultery, God is watching; your sin will find you out, just ask King David.  I Corinthians says 
fornicators and adulterers will not inherit the kingdom of God.  In Hebrews the Lord says to leave the 
marriage bed undefiled, for God will judge the adulterer.  Talk about once saved always saved all you 
want, but you have to deal with this verse.  Is there forgiveness, absolutely, but only after true 
repentance, which means a changed life.  But let me warn you, some of the most warped minded people I 
have ever met in my life are those who have committed adultery, and have not and will repent.  It is like 
they lose  a piece of their mind: 
(Proverbs 6:29 NIV)  So is he who sleeps with another man's wife; no one who touches her will go unpunished. 
 
(Proverbs 5:21 NKJV)  For the ways of man are before the eyes of the LORD, And He ponders all his paths. 
 
(1 Corinthians 6:9 NKJV)  Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither 
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, 
(1 Corinthians 6:10 NKJV)  nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God. 
 
(Hebrews 13:4 NKJV)  Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled; but fornicators and adulterers God will judge. 
 
(1 John 1:9 NKJV)  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
(1 John 1:10 NKJV)  If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us. 
 

Adultery breaks the Following 10 Commandments 
Commit Adultery and a person breaks the following commandment, and you will not go unpunished: 
1.) Thou shalt have no other gods before me. (Exodus 20:3) - you have another passion in your life 
3.) Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; (Exodus 20:7) – let those who name the 
name of Jesus depart from iniquity.  How the name of the Lord is shamed by professing Christians living 
in such immorality. 
5.) Honour thy father and thy mother: (Exodus 20:12) - what parent takes honor in an adulterous child? 
7.) Thou shalt not commit adultery. (Exodus 20:14) – you are fulfilling this one. 
8.) Thou shalt not steal. (Exodus 20:15) - you have stolen your spouses trust, and if the other person is 
married you have stolen that person’s spouse. 
9.) Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. (Exodus 20:16) - you are living a lie, or at 
least have your spouse living a lie thinking that they are loved.  You have bear false witness before God 
and man when on that wedding day you proclaimed your covenant of faithfulness to that person. 
10.) Thou shalt not covet (Exodus 20:17) – you have coveted what is not yours. 
 
Lust causes Blindness / Samson / Prodigal Lost his Senses 
How does a good Christian man or woman find themselves in adultery, sexual lust.  Sexual lust causes 
blindness. Samson in all his strength could not see the disaster he was setting himself up for.  The 
prodigal son lost his senses through sexual impurities, King David too: 
 
Satan is Patient / Desensitizes First / Inch by Inch  
Men and woman we are being bombarded with sex today, all in a satanic attempt to appeal to our sexual 
appetite.  Satan is patient. He starts by desensitizing a person.  People who fall say I don’t know how it 
happened. It happens inch by inch. First being desensitized by the things taken in through the eye and 
ear gate. Then the thoughts begin to churn and the spouse doesn’t measure up to the thought life.  Then 
Satan brings in the object, that co-worker, that person at the gym, that friend that understands, that 



person at your regular stop for coffee. Satan has all the patience in the world and he will put the pieces 
together, like a pig lead to the slaughter: 
 
Evil Thought / Stranger – Guest - Master 
It has been said, “an evil thought comes and passes your door as a stranger, then it enters your house as 
a guest, then it installs itself as master of the house”. 
 
Must Master it – Not it You 
Let me tell you single men and women, if you can’t control your sexual appetite now, don’t think marriage 
will solve it, you must control it now, so it does it control you later.  1 Corinthians says I will not be 
mastered by anything: 
(1 Corinthians 6:12 NKJV)  All things are lawful for me, but all things are not helpful. All things are lawful for me, but I will not be 
brought under the power of any. 

 
That is why Jesus Called Lust Sin / Cut it Off 
That is why Jesus said if anything has a power over you (this is in the context of lust), then cut it off, pluck 
it out.  Cut that cable subscription, quit going to that place, pull the mouse out.  You can not deal with it 
gingerly, you must deal with it radically, cut it off, pluck it out.  Covet that image on television and your 
spouse will never measure up. I tell my son, let me warn you of what you see, they had 10000 woman to 
chose from to find that one. It is not reality, and it is genetically altered.  What woman could ever measure 
up to that, it is not reality what you are looking at.  Deal with it radically before it deals with you: 
(Matthew 5:27 NKJV)  "You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not commit adultery.' 
(Matthew 5:28 NKJV)  "But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his 
heart. 
(Matthew 5:29 NKJV)  "If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you that one of 
your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell. 
(Matthew 5:30 NKJV)  "And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you that 
one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell. 

 
Only needs 1 Time / Trust Destroyed – Ministries – Kids – Family / Nothing Ever the Same 
Satan only needs it to happen once. Years of trust destroyed in 15 minutes. Families, children, you 
Christian witness, ministries, all destroyed. Can they be recovered, absolutely, but nothing will ever be the 
same, because it will always be there. 
 
Take Heed Lest you Fall 
If you are sitting here tonight and feel that this study is a waste of your time, that it will never happen to 
you, then you are in great danger.  He who thinks he stands, take heed lest you fall.  Many times it is the 
area that you think you are strongest in, is the area you fall, because you quit guarding that area: 
(1 Corinthians 10:12 NKJV)  Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall. 

 
Reality never lives to Fantasy 
By the way, as Pastor Chuck says often, the reality never lives up to the fantasy. How sad it is when it is 
over; the price paid, and to know that you played the fool.   
 
Safe Sex / Ann Landers 
Safe sex? –it is called married faithfully!  Here is an article written to Ann Landers some years ago. 
 
Dear Ann, 10 years ago I left my wife and 4 teenagers for my secretary with whom I was having an affair.  
When my wife found out she went to pieces. I felt I could not live without my secretary. We got divorced 
and my wife went back to work, and did a good job raising our 4 boys. I gave her the house and part of 
my retirement fund.  I am fairly happy in my second marriage but recently I am beginning to see things in 
a different light. It hit me when I was a guest at my eldest son’s wedding. That is all I was, a guest. I am 
no longer considered part of the family.  My wife knew everyone, and they showered her with affection.  
She remarried and her new husband was received into the inner circle that was once mine. I was proud to 
have a young pretty wife by my side, but it didn’t make up for the pain that my children no longer love me. 
They treat me with courtesy but there was no affection or real caring, I miss my sons, especially around 
the holidays. I am writing with the hope that others may consider this before they jump. Signed, Second 
Thoughts. 



 
Ann Writes Back 
Ann writes, I could spend the rest of my column talking about sowing and reaping. 
 
Jesus Example 
What is the Jesus example?  We read nowhere of Him having to restrain Himself (and forget the Da Vinci 
garbage.).  We read not of it because Jesus had a pattern of life, and that pattern kept him walking in 
purity.  He was a man of prayer, of the word, He was busy about the Fathers business, dong missions, 
ministry.  I suggest to you it was His daily lifestyle that kept Him from ever having to deal with the subject: 
(Luke 2:49 NKJV)  And He said to them, "Why did you seek Me? Did you not know that I must be about My Father's business?" 

 
Some additional reading: 
(Proverbs 5:1 NKJV)  My son, pay attention to my wisdom; Lend your ear to my understanding,  
(Proverbs 5:2 NKJV)  That you may preserve discretion, And your lips may keep knowledge. 
(Proverbs 5:3 NKJV)  For the lips of an immoral woman drip honey, And her mouth is smoother than oil;  
(Proverbs 5:4 NKJV)  But in the end she is bitter as wormwood, Sharp as a two-edged sword. 
(Proverbs 5:5 NKJV)  Her feet go down to death, Her steps lay hold of hell.  
(Proverbs 5:6 NKJV)  Lest you ponder her path of life; Her ways are unstable; You do not know them. 
(Proverbs 5:7 NKJV)  Therefore hear me now, my children, And do not depart from the words of my mouth. 
(Proverbs 5:8 NKJV)  Remove your way far from her, And do not go near the door of her house,  
(Proverbs 5:9 NKJV)  Lest you give your honor to others, And your years to the cruel one; 
(Proverbs 5:10 NKJV)  Lest aliens be filled with your wealth, And your labors go to the house of a foreigner; 
(Proverbs 5:11 NKJV)  And you mourn at last, When your flesh and your body are consumed, 
(Proverbs 5:12 NKJV)  And say: "How I have hated instruction, And my heart despised correction!  
(Proverbs 5:13 NKJV)  I have not obeyed the voice of my teachers, Nor inclined my ear to those who instructed me!  
(Proverbs 5:14 NKJV)  I was on the verge of total ruin, In the midst of the assembly and congregation."  
(Proverbs 5:15 NKJV)  Drink water from your own cistern, And running water from your own well. 
(Proverbs 5:16 NKJV)  Should your fountains be dispersed abroad, Streams of water in the streets? 
(Proverbs 5:17 NKJV)  Let them be only your own, And not for strangers with you. 
(Proverbs 5:18 NKJV)  Let your fountain be blessed, And rejoice with the wife of your youth. 
(Proverbs 5:19 NKJV)  As a loving deer and a graceful doe, Let her breasts satisfy you at all times; And always be enraptured with 
her love. 
(Proverbs 5:20 NKJV)  For why should you, my son, be enraptured by an immoral woman, And be embraced in the arms of a 
seductress? 
(Proverbs 5:21 NKJV)  For the ways of man are before the eyes of the LORD, And He ponders all his paths.  
(Proverbs 5:22 NKJV)  His own iniquities entrap the wicked man, And he is caught in the cords of his sin. 
(Proverbs 5:23 NKJV)  He shall die for lack of instruction, And in the greatness of his folly he shall go astray.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8.) Thou shalt not steal.  
(Exodus 20:15) 

 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
The 10 Commandments: 
1.) Thou shalt have no other gods before me. (Exodus 20:3) 
2.) Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing (Exodus 20:4-6) 
3.) Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; (Exodus 20:7) 
4.) Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. (Exodus 20:8-11) 
5.) Honour thy father and thy mother: (Exodus 20:12) 
6.) Thou shalt not kill. (Exodus 20:13) 
7.) Thou shalt not commit adultery. (Exodus 20:14) 
8.) Thou shalt not steal. (Exodus 20:15) 
9.) Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. (Exodus 20:16) 
10.) Thou shalt not covet (Exodus 20:17) 
 
1st Command Preface to Obeying all the Others 
This first commandment is the preface to every commandment and obeying them. He is God. 
 
Great Tune-Up 
The 10 Commandments are guides for life, what a great tune-up for all of us, how challenging they are. 
 
Most Overlooked Command 
I believe this is probably the most overlooked, or ignored Command by Christians, and Christians are 
robbing themselves greatly by doing so. 
 

8.) Thou shalt not steal. (Exodus 20 

(Exodus 20:15 NKJV)  "You shall not steal. 
 
God Establishing a Nation / Respect Property – Keeps Order 
Again God is establishing a nation. Respecting of personal property brings order into a society. 
 
Second Table of Law / Need first Table to keep Second 
We are in the second table of the Law. Table 1 is mans relationship to God (Commands l-4) and Table 2 
is mans relationship to man (Commands 5-10). A person will never get table 2 right if table 1 is not 
correct. 
 
Commands 1-7 Punishable by Death / 8-10 require Restitution / Exceptions 
Commands 1-7 were all punishable by death as we have seen, but commands 8~10 requires restitution, 
not death. Exodus 22 gives us the example that is a man stole and ox or sheep he was to repay 5 oxen 
for the ox he stole, or four sheep for the sheep he stole.  The exception is kidnapping, stealing another 
man that was punishable by death (Exodus 21:6). Another exception is if someone broke into your home 
to steal from you, and  you killed them not knowing if they were armed or not, you were not guilty of 
murder, and the thief died because of the circumstance, not the theft (Exodus 22;1). So if you stole, were 
caught, you were required to restore the theft and sometimes more 
(Exodus 22:1 NKJV)  "If a man steals an ox or a sheep, and slaughters it or sells it, he shall restore five oxen for an ox and four 
sheep for a sheep. 
(Exodus 22:2 NKJV)  "If the thief is found breaking in, and he is struck so that he dies, there shall be no guilt  for his bloodshed. 
(Exodus 22:3 NKJV)  "If the sun has risen on him, there shall be guilt for his bloodshed. He should make full restitution; if  he has 
nothing, then he shall be sold for his theft. 
(Exodus 22:4 NKJV)  "If the theft is certainly found alive in his hand, whether it is an ox or donkey or sheep, he shall restore double. 



 
(Exodus 21:16 NKJV)  "He who kidnaps a man and sells him, or if he is found in his hand, shall surely be put to death. 

 
Upholds right to Private Ownership / Communism not Biblical / Communism is Corrupted  
The 8th Command upholds the right to private ownership.  So communism is not Biblical, it flies in the 
face of God’s Word, this Law; Communism says that the state should own it all and give the people only 
the bare essentials to live.  Communism thinks private ownership is evil, and is the root of all evil, but it is 
wrong.  By the way, communism sounds noble, that everyone shares, everyone is provided for, but just 
take a little look into it and you’ll see none of the high-level leaders living on bare essentials, they live like 
those who were successful in capitalism. 
 
Supports Capitalism  
The 8 Command supports capitalism; individuals working to own things. The formula is simple for life, if 
you work you can own things, if you do not work then you won’t own.  The Bible says that if a man will not 
work, neither should he eat. Our welfare System was designed to help those who were struggling but has 
since become abused to enable people to defy God’s Word.  Our welfare system has become for many, 
don’t work, and still eat, become lazy, and get a check sent to your door every month. 
(2 Thessalonians 3:10 NKJV)  For even when we were with you, we commanded you this: If anyone will not work, neither shall he 
eat. 

 
God’s Welfare / Will Not – Can Not / Law of Gleaning 
God established a welfare system in His nation, but if a person was too lazy to work, they received 
nothing.  The Scripture is clear, no work, no food.  Notice it says “will not” work in 2 Thessalonians 3:10, it 
doesn’t say can not work, or could not work.  There are people who can not work, and the Bible has much 
to say about compassion and taking care of those in need.  But here Paul is talking about people who 
want to take the free ride.  For those who were on hard times God provided a means for them to supply 
their family, it is was Jewish Law (the Law of Gleaning).  The law of the times said a landowner could only 
harvest the field once and you could not pick anything off the ground. So the poor could pick up anything 
that was left. Remember the first harvest not everything would be ripened yet; so people could come later 
and still be provided for. This was their form of welfare, but if you notice, no work, no food. No freebies. 
There are many people who need welfare, but unfortunately many today are abusing the system.  
Welfare is allowing them to be lazy and ungrateful.  For many, welfare enables then to live a life that is 
un-pleasing to God: 
(Leviticus 19:9 NKJV)  'When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not wholly reap the corners of your field, nor shall you 
gather the gleanings of your harvest. 
(Leviticus 19:10 NKJV)  'And you shall not glean your vineyard, nor shall you gather every grape of your vineyard; you shall leave 
them for the poor and the stranger: I am the LORD your God. 
 
Gifts - Inheritance are Acceptable  
Now if someone gave you a gift it was your right to keep that gift. The Bible does clearly support obtaining 
an inheritance.  So what the bible does not support is stealing: 
(Numbers 27:8 NKJV)  "And you shall speak to the children of Israel, saying: 'If a man dies and has no son, then you shall cause his 
inheritance to pass to his daughter. 
(Numbers 27:9 NKJV)  'If he has no daughter, then you shall give his inheritance to his brothers. 
(Numbers 27:10 NKJV)  'If he has no brothers, then you shall give his inheritance to his father's brothers. 
(Numbers 27:11 NKJV)  'And if his father has no brothers, then you shall give his inheritance to the relative closest him in his family, 
and he shall possess it.' " And it shall be to the children of Israel a statute of judgment, just as the LORD commanded Moses. 

 
Definition of Stealing 
Definition of stealing is to taking something from its rightful owner. 
Steal – Hebrew 1589. ganab, gaw-nab'; a prim. root; to thieve (lit. or fig.); by impl. to deceive:--carry away, X indeed, secretly bring, 
steal (away), get by stealth. 

 
Psychology of Theft 
The psychology (mentality) of theft can be found in the sin of Achan.  The children of Israel were told 
before they conquered Jericho that they were not to take any of the spoils of war, for the victory would be 
the Lords, therefore the spoils were to be His, and it would be a reminder to all of Israel that their victories 
were the result of the Lords might, not theirs and all spoils they gain they are to remember they came 
because of the Lord.  But there was a man named Achan, and he saw the spoils and he transgresses 



Gods word to not take any spoils.  He said, I saw it, I coveted it, I took it.  That is the whole psychology of 
theft; I saw it, I coveted it in my heart, I took it as my own. 
(Joshua 7:20 NKJV)  And Achan answered Joshua and said, "Indeed I have sinned against the LORD God of Israel, and this is what 
I have done: 
(Joshua 7:21 NKJV)  "When I saw among the spoils a beautiful Babylonian garment, two hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge of 
gold weighing fifty shekels, I coveted them and took them. And there they are, hidden in the earth in the midst of my tent, with the 
silver under it." 

 
Even the Wealthy / Something Happens within Man 
Stealing is not for the poor, there is something within man that happens when presented with the 
opportunity to steal, to save a buck.  
 
Insurance Claims / 75% Fraudulent / VA – 111,400,000 
It has been determined by the insurance industry that 75% of all insurance claims (home, auto, medical) 
are fraudulent in some ways.  The amount of loss for cars, just in the state of Virginia last year was 
111,400,000. 
 
IRS 
The US Government has determined that the National debt could be wiped cleaned in just one year if 
every person who was suppose to file their taxes did, and that they did so honestly. 
 
Hotel in NYC 
A large hotel in New York City reported losing in I year 38,000 spoons, 365 silver coffee pots, 100 bibles, 
and they could not even estimate how many towels were stolen. 
 
NYC Trash / Something Within – Steal and Save $ 
Speaking of New York City, once when they had a 2 week garbage strike, and the garbage men walked 
off the jobs and trash was not being picked-up, one man came up with a way to get rid of his trash.  
Everyday he would wrap his trash up in a brown bag, tape it, and then leave it on the front seat of his car 
with the window, and every day when he came out of work his trash was gone.  There is just someone 
within man to save a buck, why buy when you can steal, save my cash for something I can’t steal. 
 
Doubt any hardened Criminals Here / Application – Daily Basis 
Now I doubt there are any hardened criminal thieves here tonight (bank robbers and car thieves), but 
there is application for all of us here, and something I think we deal with on a daily basis. 
 
Everyday Christian Thieves  
What are some thefts an everyday Christian could be guilty of? 

• Stealing from our employer by not giving a day’s work for a day’s wage.  A person can be stealing 
profit from the employer by doing so.  That is really applicable for those that work in a service 
industry, where the more you make or service the more the company gets.  I like the way my 
company does it for me, I get an assignment from them, and I get paid the same whether it takes 
me 8 hours or 12 hours, so it behooves me to not goof off. 

• Taking home from work that binder of paper, those paper clips, a pen and the likes from our 
employer for home use. That is stealing from our employer, and it steals their profit. 

• Making long distance calls from work for private use, that is stealing from our employer.  
Whatever the reason was to call, God won’t honor what you were trying to do, for you are 
violating His Word.  So if you want to get a hotel for vacation, or talk about ministry, or bless a 
loved one, it will not be all that it could be because God can’t honor what you are doing because 
you are not doing it on a solid foundation. 

• How about the failure to report all your income on your 1040, and /or overstating your deductions 
that is stealing from the government.  Remind you Jesus said give unto Caesar what is Caesar’s 
(Matt 22;21).  

• The same is true if you are working under the table from a legitimate employer, that is robbing the 
government of income.  Again, if you do that, God isn’t going to honor it, and you may think you 
are getting ahead but in reality you are probably keeping yourself from god blessing you with a 
raise, or getting you a sale on the item you are working so hard to get. 



• There is the hooking up of the cable line without paying.  That is stealing from the cable company.  
What the dynamic there is that employees of the cable company looses income because the 
company has to pay them less wages because profits are down.  That worker may be a Christian 
and therefore you are robbing your brother, it may even means laying off workers, and that may 
be your brother in the Lord. 

• Not tithing, is robbing God.  If you rob God of His tithe, then how can you expect Him to supply 
your needs.  Tithing is agreeing with God that all is His, and that all we have been given to us by 
Him (Psalm 24:1 – the earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof) 

(Malachi 3:8 NKJV)  "Will a man rob God? Yet you have robbed Me! But you say, 'In what way have we robbed You?' In tithes and 
offerings. 
(Malachi 3:9 NKJV)  You are cursed with a curse, For you have robbed Me, Even this whole nation. 
(Malachi 3:10 NKJV)  Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, That there may be food in My house, And try Me now in this," Says 
the LORD of hosts, "If I will not open for you the windows of heaven And pour out for you such blessing That there will not be room 
enough to receive it. 
 
(Psalms 24:1 NKJV)  The earth is the Lord's, and all its fullness, The world and those who dwell therein. 
 
(Matthew 22:21 NKJV)  They said to Him, "Caesar's." And He said to them, "Render therefore to Caesar the things that are 
Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's." 

 
Try Me 
God say’s to test Him, try Him in the area of tithing, and to see that He won’t provide for you all your 
needs.  By the way, remember the story of Achan, what ever happen to him, he was stoned to death and 
all his family for the next battle Israel engaged in they were totally defeated and it was because of Achan 
robbing God.  His whole family was killed and you may say that is extreme; well it is an example for all of 
us, God is saying to leaders of the home, you not only hurt yourself, but your whole family will be hurt by 
your robbing God of what is His: 
(Joshua 7:24 NKJV)  Then Joshua, and all Israel with him, took Achan the son of Zerah, the silver, the garment, the wedge of gold, 
his sons, his daughters, his oxen, his donkeys, his sheep, his tent, and all that he had, and they brought them to the Valley of Achor. 
(Joshua 7:25 NKJV)  And Joshua said, "Why have you troubled us? The LORD will trouble you this day." So all Israel stoned him 
with stones; and they burned them with fire after they had stoned them with stones. 
(Joshua 7:26 NKJV)  Then they raised over him a great heap of stones, still there to this day. So the LORD turned from the 
fierceness of His anger. Therefore the name of that place has been called the Valley of Achor to this day. 

 
2 Issues / Holiness - Trust 
The issue for Christians are 2 things, both of which, ironically, is that a Christian who steals these 
seeming harmless, insignificant thefts, ends up robbing themselves. God does not categorize theft into 
petty theft and grand theft, rather he simply calls it theft.  When we steal we actually rob ourselves.  What 
is lost?  The Holiness of God and Personal Holiness.  We must teach these 2 things to our children, and 
live them for ourselves, for the Law is spiritual as Jesus showed us in His Sermon on the Mount: 
(Romans 7:14 NKJV)  For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am carnal, sold under sin. 
 
(Romans 3:31 NKJV)  Do we then make void the law through faith? Certainly not! On the contrary, we establish the law. 
 
(Matthew 5:17 NKJV)  “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill.  

 

The Holiness of God 
The Holiness of God.  Holy means to be set-apart, and God is set apart from all others.  God is all 
powerful, all able, but stealing diminishes His power in our lives, stealing diminishes His ability in our life. 
 
Compounding of Name 
We see also through the Scriptures the beautiful compounding of His name and who He is to us, and 
what He means to us.  In Exodus 3;14 God says I Am that I Am, the definition of this Hebrew word means 
to exist, be, become.  God is the “Becoming One” and He wants to become all we need.  But if He can’t 
be our Jehovahjireh (the will provide), then how can He be any of the other things to us?  How can He be 
our all-in-all if we can’t trust Him with the little things like money?  If we can’t trust Him to provide the little 
things, a few bucks here, some cable tv, tithing, then how can we expect Him to be these other things?  
Our Healer, our Banner that flies over us and says to the devil, hands off they are mine.  Our peace, how 
can we expect peace in a turbulent world if we can’t expect Him to provide for us.  How can He be our 
Shepherd in the big things like marriage, kids, and ministry, if we won’t follow Him on the little things.  



How can we claim righteousness if we transgress His law.  How can we have the sweet intimate 
fellowship when we have unrepentant sin in our lives, which brings us to the second issue, Personal 
Holiness: 

• Genesis 22 – The Lord will Provide – Jehovah Jireh  

• Exodus 15 – The Lord is Our Healer – Jehovah Rapha 

• Exodus 17 – The Lord is Our Banner – Jehovah Nisse 

• Judges 6 – The Lord is Our Peace – Jehovah Shalom 

• Psalm 23 – The Lord is our Shepherd – Jehovah Ra 

• Jeremiah 23 – The Lord is Our Righteousness – Jehovah Tsidkenu 

• Ezekiel 48 – The Lord is the Ever Present One – Jehovah Shammah 
 
(Exodus 3:14 KJV)  And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM 
hath sent me unto you. 

 

Personal Holiness 
Personal Holiness; the Lord says to be holy, for I am holy: 
(1 Peter 1:14 NKJV)  as obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance; 
(1 Peter 1:15 NKJV)  but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 
(1 Peter 1:16 NKJV)  because it is written, "Be holy, for I am holy." 

 
Think we have Made It 
Be holy, for I am holy. It is these little things that keep us from being holy, we overcome the big stuff and 
we think we have made it.  We quit cursing, we quit fornicating, we quit being a drunkard and then think 
we have really become mature Christians, all the while ignoring these little things, that rob of us being 
holy, of being pure before the Lord.  The Lord puts these little thefts in the same class with the murder, 
adulterer, fornicator, liar, and blasphemer.  These little thefts defile us He says (See the Oswald 
Chambers excerpt at the end of this study) 
(Matthew 15:18 NKJV)  "But those things which proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and they defile a man. 
(Matthew 15:19 NKJV)  "For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, 
blasphemies. 
(Matthew 15:20 NKJV)  "These are the things which defile a man, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile a man." 

 
John 3:22 
What ever we ask we receive of Him, because we keep His commands, yes even the little ones: 
(1 John 3:22 NKJV)  And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do those things that are 

pleasing in His sight. 
 
Issue Isn’t Finances but Personal Holiness / Diminishes Power and Ability / All of God / Sad 
The issue isn’t of finances but of personal holiness, personal purity.  How much like God do we really 
want to be, how serious are we of becoming like Him.  Could we ever say, good enough.  These little 
things are so insignificant yet they are keeping us from being all we can be in the Lord.  Is that little extra 
money really that worth it?  Stealing diminishes our holiness, and just as it did with the Lord, it does to us 
in that it diminishes His power and ability to move in our lives the way He truly and fully wants to.  As we 
have said, you can have all of God you want, but not one drop more.  The sad part is that most people 
don’t recognize it, they don’t recognize how they are trading pure gold for made in China bobbets and 
trinkets.  This is one of the most overlooked or ignored commands, because most Christians aren’t 
robbing banks or stealing credit cards.  But how many are doing the things we have discusses, and think 
nothing of it, not realizing they are robbing themselves.  God says test me in all these areas, and watch 
what I will do in terms of your personal holiness.   
 
Lord Reverses / Eph 4 / Enough to Give Away 
The Lord always reverses what we think.  We take a little here, so we can have a little more.  God says 
steal no more, work hard, so you can have more to give away.  I thought I saving money by cheating on 
my taxes, not tithing, putting that pen in my pocket, yet God says you are shorting yourself, so much you 
short yourself and don’t have enough to give away.  God’s economy is much different than ours, we have 
to by faith believe that, and apply it into our daily action: 
(Ephesians 4:28 NKJV)  Let him who stole steal no longer, but rather let him labor, working with his hands what is good, that he may 
have something to give him who has need. 



 
More than a Pen 
It is so much more than a pen.  It is an expensive pen. 
 

The Jesus Example 
As we have done in all the other Commands, we look to see how did Jesus apply the Command to His 
life.  
 
We see that Jesus challenges us to believe that He can supply our needs; He teaches us that in the 
Lord’s prayer.  Give us this day our daily bread (meet my daily need Lord): 
(Matthew 6:9 NKJV)  "In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. 
(Matthew 6:10 NKJV)  Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven. 
(Matthew 6:11 NKJV)  Give us this day our daily bread. 
(Matthew 6:12 NKJV)  And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors. 
(Matthew 6:13 NKJV)  And do not lead us into temptation, But deliver us from the evil one. For Yours is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
Jesus proves to us that He will supply our needs; He demonstrates it in the feeding of the 5,000 with 5 
loaves and 2 fish: 
(Matthew 14:15 NKJV)  When it was evening, His disciples came to Him, saying, "This is a deserted place, and the hour is already 
late. Send the multitudes away, that they may go into the villages and buy themselves food." 
(Matthew 14:16 NKJV)  But Jesus said to them, "They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat." 
(Matthew 14:17 NKJV)  And they said to Him, "We have here only five loaves and two fish." 
(Matthew 14:18 NKJV)  He said, "Bring them here to Me." 
(Matthew 14:19 NKJV)  Then He commanded the multitudes to sit down on the grass. And He took the five loaves and the two fish, 
and looking up to heaven, He blessed and broke and gave the loaves to the disciples; and the disciples gave to the multitudes. 
(Matthew 14:20 NKJV)  So they all ate and were filled, and they took up twelve baskets full of the fragments that remained. 
(Matthew 14:21 NKJV)  Now those who had eaten were about five thousand men, besides women and children. 

 
He shows us how He did it, as an example of how we can do it, He awoke early and spent time with His 
Father in heaven: 
(Mark 1:35 NKJV)  Now in the morning, having risen a long while before daylight, He went out and departed to a solitary place; and 
there He prayed. 

 
Great Tune-Up 
The 10 Commandments are guides for life, what a great tune-up for all of us, how challenging they are.  
Lets make sure we teach this to our children. 
 
The Way to Purity – Oswald Chambers 
“Those things which proceed out of the mouth come from the heart … . For out of the heart proceed evil 
thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies. These are the things which 
defile a man …” (Matthew 15:18–20). 
 
Initially we trust in our ignorance, calling it innocence, and next we trust our innocence, calling it purity. 
Then when we hear these strong statements from our Lord, we shrink back, saying, “But I never felt any 
of those awful things in my heart.” We resent what He reveals. Either Jesus Christ is the supreme 
authority on the human heart, or He is not worth paying any attention to. Am I prepared to trust the 
penetration of His Word into my heart, or would I prefer to trust my own “innocent ignorance”? If I will take 
an honest look at myself, becoming fully aware of my so-called innocence and putting it to the test, I am 
very likely to have a rude awakening that what Jesus Christ said is true, and I will be appalled at the 
possibilities of the evil and the wrong within me. But as long as I remain under the false security of my 
own “innocence,” I am living in a fool’s paradise. If I have never been an openly rude and abusive person, 
the only reason is my own cowardice coupled with the sense of protection I receive from living a civilized 
life. But when I am open and completely exposed before God, I find that Jesus Christ is right in His 
diagnosis of me. 
 
The only thing that truly provides protection is the redemption of Jesus Christ. If I will simply hand myself 
over to Him, I will never have to experience the terrible possibilities that lie within my heart. Purity is 
something far too deep for me to arrive at naturally. But when the Holy Spirit comes into me, He brings 



into the center of my personal life the very Spirit that was exhibited in the life of Jesus Christ, namely, the 
Holy Spirit, which is absolute unblemished purity. 
 



9.) Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. 
(Exodus 20:16) 

 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
The 10 Commandments: 
1.) Thou shalt have no other gods before me. (Exodus 20:3) 
2.) Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing (Exodus 20:4-6) 
3.) Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; (Exodus 20:7) 
4.) Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. (Exodus 20:8-11) 
5.) Honour thy father and thy mother: (Exodus 20:12) 
6.) Thou shalt not kill. (Exodus 20:13) 
7.) Thou shalt not commit adultery. (Exodus 20:14) 
8.) Thou shalt not steal. (Exodus 20:15) 
9.) Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. (Exodus 20:16) 
10.) Thou shalt not covet (Exodus 20:17) 
 
1st Command Preface to Obeying all the Others 
This first commandment is the preface to every commandment and obeying them. He is God. 
 
Great Tune-Up 
The 10 Commandments are guides for life, what a great tune-up for all of us, how challenging they are. 
 
Most Overlooked Command / Most Destruction in Church 
Last week I said that I believe the 8th Command (thou shall not steal) was probably the most overlooked, 
or ignored Command by Christians, and Christians are robbing themselves greatly by doing so; well I 
believe of all the commands of the second table, I have seen the greatest destruction in a church come 
from failure to heed and obey, to apply and exercise this 9th Command - Thou shall not bear false witness 
against your neighbor. 
 
Outline 
The Outline for the study:  

• What is Bearing False Witness 

• The Source that Fuels False Witness 

• What God Thinks of False Witness 

• The Jesus Example of False Witness 

• Our Defense Against False Witness 

 
9.) Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. (Exodus 20:16) 
(Exodus 20:16 NKJV)  "You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
 
3rd Command  - Honoring God’s Name 
The 3rd command was honoring Gods name and respecting Him, this 9th command is respecting and 
honoring another mans name and person. So the 2 tables of the 10 Commandments, the first table is our 
relationship with God and the second table is our relationship with fellow man. 
 
8 Protect Property – 9th Protects Person Reputation / God building a Nation 
The 8th command protected another person’s property; this command protects another persons 
reputation.  Again God is forming a nation, and a nation that is not built on truth, will crumble.  This 
command is vital in a nation’s judicial system for the finding of guilt and the upholding of law.  How 
applicable it is across the board in a church, a family, and business.  God knowing the tendencies of man, 



established that in order for a person to be convicted of certain crimes, there had to be at least 2 
witnesses testifying to the crime.  But even that we know can and was corrupted as men would bear false 
witness for their own agenda.  We see the extreme of this in the false witnesses against Jesus: 
(Deuteronomy 17:6 NKJV)  "Whoever is deserving of death shall be put to death on the testimony of two or three witnesses; he shall 
not be put to death on the testimony of one witness. 
(Deuteronomy 17:7 NKJV)  "The hands of the witnesses shall be the first against him to put him to death, and afterward the hands of 
all the people. So you shall put away the evil from among you. 
 
(Matthew 26:59 NKJV)  Now the chief priests, the elders, and all the council sought false testimony against Jesus to put Him to 
death, 
(Matthew 26:60 NKJV)  but found none. Even though many false witnesses came forward, they found none. But at last two false 
witnesses came forward 

 

What is Bearing False Witness 

 
Definition of False Witness 
False – Hebrew 8267. sheqer, sheh'-ker; from H8266; an untruth; by impl. a sham (often adv.):--without a cause, deceit (-ful), false 
(-hood, -ly), feignedly, liar, + lie, lying, vain (thing), wrongfully. 
 
Witness – Hebrew 5707. 'ed, ayd; from H5749 contr.; concr. a witness; abstr. testimony; spec. a recorder, i.e. prince:--witness. 

 
What are some False Witnesses 
False witness comes in many forms,  

• All lies, not just the whopping lies. 

• False witness includes those little white lies, that make life easier. 

• False witness includes gossip, talebearers.  I love it when prayer requests are really gossip.  Hey 
you need to pray for Ray he is really struggling with his temper.  Leviticus 19:16 says you shall 
not be a talebearer. 

• False witness is that place of telling all the truth, but using some body language to get your dig in.  
Someone says, yeah that John really is a good guy, as you roll your eyes.  Or the not responding; 
that John is great – and you say nothing but hmmmm, which cast doubt on the statement just 
made.  Or John is a great guy, I just hope he can continue to stay clean from his crack addiction. 

• False witness includes outright slander, the attacks to tear down someone’s character and name.   

• False witness includes the leaving out of the details, the half-truth.  You know how that goes, I 
didn’t get my work done boss because Bill didn’t get me his data to me – leaving out the part Bill 
called three times to meet with you but you were right in the middle of cruising the internet and 
didn’t want to stop.  Abraham is an example with his wife Sara saying she was his sister and 
leaving out the details that she was his wife also.   

• False witness is cheating, not saying what something really is.  Very applicable in advertising 
when a person is trying to make money.  A person says it is a great car, runs great, and leaves 
out the part of the quart of oil you have to put in every other week. 

• False witness is hypocrisy, which trying make something be something it really is not, but wanting 
people to think otherwise.  You know the story in Acts 5 with Ananias and Sapphira; they said 
they gave it all when really they held back a portion.  People say things like, I love serving at the 
soup kitchen, and then leave out the part they have only gone twice but lead people to think they 
go every week. 

 
(Leviticus 19:16 NKJV)  'You shall not go about as a talebearer among your people; nor shall you take a stand against the life of 
your neighbor: I am the LORD. 
 
(Genesis 12:12 NKJV)  "Therefore it will happen, when the Egyptians see you, that they will say, 'This is his wife'; and they will kill 
me, but they will let you live. 
(Genesis 12:13 NKJV)  "Please say you are my sister, that it may be well with me for your sake, and that I may live because of you." 
 
(Acts 5:1 NKJV)  But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession. 
(Acts 5:2 NKJV)  And he kept back part of the proceeds, his wife also being aware of it, and brought a certain part and laid it at the 
apostles' feet. 
(Acts 5:3 NKJV)  But Peter said, "Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back part of the price of 
the land for yourself? 



(Acts 5:4 NKJV)  "While it remained, was it not your own? And after it was sold, was it not in your own control? Why have you 
conceived this thing in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God." 

 
All have Problem / From the Womb 
No one is free from this problem, we all have this problem, it is part of our fallen nature and we start lying 
from the exit of the womb the Scripture says.  Now we don't have to teach our kids to lie do we? it just 
comes naturally to them, it comes from their/our sin nature: 
(Psalms 58:3 NKJV)  The wicked are estranged from the womb; They go astray as soon as they are born, speaking lies. 

 
3 Pastors 
Even pastors struggles.  I am reminded of the story of the three Pastors who use to always get together 
said to one another, you know we always hear of other peoples problems, but we ourselves have no one 
to share our problems with and have prayer for.  Lets share our burdens and pray for one another on a 
regular basis,  So the first pastor said my problem is sometimes after a hard day of counseling, I just can’t 
take all the pressure, and I keep a bottle of whiskey in my drawer and take a shot or to relieve the 
pressure.  Please pray that I will overcome this stronghold in my life.  The other pastor said well for me, I 
find myself struggling with lust, and find myself clicking on places on the internet I shouldn’t at the office, 
please pray for me.  Then they looked to the third who was really sweating, and said what is you 
stronghold?  And the 3rd pastor said my stronghold is gossip, and I can’t wait to get out of this meeting.  
We all have our struggles. 
 
Woman can Keep Secrets 
There is a great misconception that women can keep a secret as well as men, they can, it just takes more 
of them to keep it. 
 
 

The Source that Fuels False Witness 
 
Where is it Fueled From 
All of the world’s problem began with a lie, as Satan sells a lie to Adam and Eve.  Lies are energized from 
the pit of hell.  We must recognize and teach that to our kids. These lies have a fuel behind them and that 
fuel in supercharged by Satan, who is the father of lies. 
(Genesis 3:4 NKJV)  Then the serpent said to the woman, "You will not surely die. 
(Genesis 3:5 NKJV)  "For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good 
and evil." 
 
(John 8:44 NKJV)  "You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the 
beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own 
resources, for he is a liar and the father of it. 

 
When Lie – Lend Tongue to Satan 
When a person lies, bears false witness, they/you lend your tongue to Satan.  Keep that in mind the next 
time you are tempted to gossip or lend an ear to gossip, or tell that little white lie.  In James it says that if 
a man can’t bridal his tongue, his religion is useless, obviously because that person becomes a tool of 
Satan: 
(James 1:26 NKJV)  If anyone among you thinks he is religious, and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this 
one's religion is useless. 

 
Book of James – Tongue full of Poison  
James says the tongue is full of poison; it is fueled from the pit of hell. 
(James 3:6 NKJV)  And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity. The tongue is so set among our members that it defiles the whole 
body, and sets on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire by hell. 

 
Diabollo / Cast Across 
One of Satan’s name is “Diabolos”. It is the compound word, “bolos” which is to throw or spread, “dia” is 
channel and/or through.  How fitting his name is as he cast a lie, across a lie, and is the channel of all 
lies; 
Devil - Greek1228. diabolos, dee-ab'-ol-os; from G1225; a traducer; spec. Satan [comp. H7854]:--false accuser, devil, slanderer. 

 



Jesus told Parables 
Parables was how Jesus often taught. The Greek word is “parabolos”, it means to cast along side of 
something.  So Jesus gave a truth, and brought another truth to make it clearer. 
 
Satan so Opposite / Ever Experience People who Cast Along Lies with Lies 
How opposite Satan is. Satan tells a lie and then mangles it with more lies to make it more confusing. 
Have you ever experienced that how someone twists the truths, then mangles it with a bunch of other 
stories that you really aren't sure what is the main point they are making except to defend their wrong or 
destroy another persons character. 
 
Jesus Style / Back it up with Scriptures 
I think it simple enough to follow the style of Jesus, bring another truth alongside the point you are 
making. Hence back it up with scripture.   I often ask people during conflict resolution, do you have a 
scripture to back your position or approach you have taken.  To me it is a good indication of where they 
are at spiritually, and emotionally in the matter, whether they are investing prayer or being lead by their 
emotions. 
 
 

What God Thinks of False Witness 
 
God’s Thoughts about False Witness 
In Proverbs God says he hates a false witness.  Keep that in mind next time you are tempted to slander 
someone, gossip, white lie, half-lie, that God says I hate that.  God says that lying lips are an abomination 
to Him.  Hear that?  God says I hate that, what you are doing I hate.  
(Proverbs 6:16 NKJV)  These six things the LORD hates, Yes, seven are an abomination to Him: 
(Proverbs 6:17 NKJV)  A proud look, A lying tongue, Hands that shed innocent blood, 
(Proverbs 6:18 NKJV)  A heart that devises wicked plans, Feet that are swift in running to evil, 
(Proverbs 6:19 NKJV)  A false witness who speaks lies, And one who sows discord among brethren. 
(Proverbs 6:20 NKJV)  My son, keep your father's command, And do not forsake the law of your mother. 
 
(Proverbs 12:22 NKJV)  Lying lips are an abomination to the LORD, But those who deal truthfully are His delight. 

 
Certain Cases Cared the Death Penalty 
In certain cases bearing false witness carried the death penalty when a person bore false witness against 
the Lord.  An application for us today is that all who name the name of the Lord depart form iniquity.  We 
bear false witness to the name of the Lord, to Christianity, to believers and followers of Christ: 
(Deuteronomy 18:20 NKJV)  'But the prophet who presumes to speak a word in My name, which I have not commanded him to 
speak, or who speaks in the name of other gods, that prophet shall die.' 
 
(2 Timothy 2:19 NKJV)  Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stands, having this seal: "The Lord knows those who are His," 
and, "Let everyone who names the name of Christ depart from iniquity." 

 
Matthew 3 – Baptism of Fire 
In Matthew chapter 3 John the Baptist speaking of the baptism that Jesus would bring, is a baptism of the 
Spirit and fire.  Every one wants the baptism of the Spirit, the power, but so few are willing to enter in, 
open themselves up to the baptism of fire, the purifying of the vessel.  I am reminded Simon the Sorcerer, 
when he saw the move of the Spirit he said to the apostles, can I buy that trick from you.  He like what he 
saw, but wanted the shortcut to it.  Peter soundly rebukes him.   
(Matthew 3:11 NKJV)  "I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose 
sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
(Matthew 3:12 NKJV)  "His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His threshing floor, and gather His wheat 
into the barn; but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire." 
 
(Acts 8:18 NKJV)  And when Simon saw that through the laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Spirit was given, he offered them 
money, 
(Acts 8:19 NKJV)  saying, "Give me this power also, that anyone on whom I lay hands may receive the Holy Spirit." 
(Acts 8:20 NKJV)  But Peter said to him, "Your money perish with you, because you thought that the gift of God could be purchased 
with money! 
(Acts 8:21 NKJV)  "You have neither part nor portion in this matter, for your heart is not right in the sight of God. 

 



Many want the Power – Without the Sacrifice / Directly Proportional  
Many Christians want the power of the Holy Spirit in their livers, but are not willing to endure, make the 
sacrifice it takes to be a purified vessel that will allow the Spirit to move freely and powerfully in.   So 
many Christian fail to see that the two are directly proportional to one another.  The greater the purifying, 
the greater the move of the Spirit in the believer’s life. The Spirit will have the freedom to move in a 
person’s life because it is unhindered unimpeded.  Quench not the Spirit 1 Thessalonians 5:19 says, and 
the impurities of sin and disobedience quench the Spirit of God in the believers life: 
(1 Thessalonians 5:19 NKJV)  Do not quench the Spirit. 

 
Great Tune-up / Great Inspection – Show what needs to be Consumed 
These 10 commands are a great tune-up for us, and they are a great inspection mirror to see what needs 
to be consumed by the fire of God to purify us, so that we might be holy, and the Spirit of God can move 
in our lives freely to accomplish His work in and through our lives.  I don’t want to be an everyday average 
Christian, I want to be a radical, on-fire, walking in the Spirit Christian. 
 
If Prone to Lies – Gossip / Psalm 141 
If you are prone to lies, gossip, backbiting, then pray Psalm 141, set a watch over your lips.  There are 
things we can’t deal with gingerly, we must deal radically. Running your mouth when it should be in park 
defiles you, brings impurity, and diminishes the power and ability of God working in you.  Our tongues 
come with their own cage, all you have to do it shut it: 
(Psalms 141:1 NKJV)  LORD, I cry out to You; Make haste to me! Give ear to my voice when I cry out to You. 
(Psalms 141:2 NKJV)  Let my prayer be set before You as incense, The lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
(Psalms 141:3 NKJV)  Set a guard, O LORD, over my mouth; Keep watch over the door of my lips. 
(Psalms 141:4 NKJV)  Do not incline my heart to any evil thing, To practice wicked works With men who work iniquity; And do not let 
me eat of their delicacies. 

 
Tell My Son 
Now on that note, I tell my son, God can’t help you until you are honest with Him. I want to see you do 
well, be purified so the Spirit of God can move in you and bring great victories, but when you lie to me, 
you will keep that lie even with God, but when you confess and be honest with me it frees you to be 
honest with God and you open to door for both of us to help you.  God wants you to be great, and do 
great things.  There is no better place than to live in the Light as He is in the light; 
(1 John 1:6 NKJV)  If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 
(1 John 1:7 NKJV)  But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus 
Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 
(1 John 1:8 NKJV)  If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
(1 John 1:9 NKJV)  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
 

The Jesus Example of False Witness 
 
In every study we look at how Jesus handled false witness; Jesus being the truth never came near false 
witness in His body, but the false witness was continually brought against Him. 
 
1.) Jesus is the Truth 
 
Jesus is the Truth 
Jesus is the truth; it is the essence of who He is.  God is seeking to form His nature in us, to form Christ in 
us. God is vehemently opposed to lying, because it defies His very character and nature.  The truth will 
not only set you free, it will make you free, you will not worry of what man thinks, but only that you are 
right with God; 
(John 1:14 NKJV)  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of  
the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 
(John 14:6 NKJV)  Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. 
 
(John 8:32 NKJV)  "And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." 

 
2.) Jesus Let God Defend Him 



 
Held Peace / Let God Defend 
Jesus held His peace even when He was falsely accused, Christian don’t defend yourself, Let God 
defend yourself. 
 
Constant Accuser / We have and Advocate / Answering a Fool 
Revelation 12:10, there is a continual false witness against us, but we need not defend ourselves, Jesus 
has us covered, for Jesus is our advocate.  Let God defend yourself, and as I always say, you can’t 
reason with a fool, if you try then you will often make yourself out to be a fool: 
(Revelation 12:10 NKJV)  Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, "Now salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, 
and the power of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren, who accused them before our God day and night, has been 
cast down. 
 
(1 John 2:1 NKJV)  My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate 
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 
 
(Proverbs 12:15 NKJV)  The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, But he who heeds counsel is wise. 
(Proverbs 13:16 NKJV)  Every prudent man acts with knowledge, But a fool lays open his folly. 
(Proverbs 20:3 NKJV)  It is honorable for a man to stop striving, Since any fool can start a quarrel. 
(Proverbs 23:9 NKJV)  Do not speak in the hearing of a fool, For he will despise the wisdom of your words. 
(Proverbs 26:4 NKJV)  Do not answer a fool according to his folly, Lest you also be like him. 
(Proverbs 26:5 NKJV)  Answer a fool according to his folly, Lest he be wise in his own eyes. 
 

 

Our Defense against False Witness 
 
3.) Recognize Your Words and Their Words 
 
Self Righteousness / Look at Life in Light of Cross / Give grace to Immature 
Remember, to hold something against someone is self-righteousness, it is the elevating of yourself over 
someone else, usually to make oneself feel more holy.  We need to continually look at our lives in light of 
the cross, to see our offense against the holy God, and it will make us a whole lot less judgmental. 
Remember where you came from. How often we forget how horrible we were when we were spiritually 
immature and how far God has brought us. Pray God will do the same for them. 
 
What to Do if Attacked 
What are we to do if a person brings the false witness to us about another person?  We must tell people 
you are out of line, your tongue is not in the spirit of God, and what you are doing is contrary to the Word 
of God.  Matthew 18, you got a problem with someone, then you need to go to them and deal with it 
Biblically. If the person will not do that, then all they are saying, all they are doing is not of the Lord. If you 
are doing that then you are in the wrong, plain and simple. It even doesn't matter if what you are saying is 
true, if you gossip, slander you are in sin.  When this happens I tell the person I don t want to engage in 
this with you because you need to exercise verse 15 first, then we as a church will exercise verse 16 if 
necessary.  If a person won’t do verse 15, then I think to myself your case must be weak or full of lies, or 
more likely, the depth of your spirituality is showing through, and it isn't reflecting well on you. 
(Matthew 18:15 NKJV)  "Moreover if your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between you and him alone. If he hears 
you, you have gained your brother. 
(Matthew 18:16 NKJV)  "But if he will not hear, take with you one or two more, that 'by the mouth of two or three witnesses every 
word may be established.' 
(Matthew 18:17 NKJV)  "And if he refuses to hear them, tell it to the church. But if he refuses even to hear the church, let him be to 
you like a heathen and a tax collector. 

 
Jesus is Faithful Witness 
Jesus is the true and faithful witness, and He says we should be His witnesses: 
(Revelation 1:5 NKJV)  and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over the kings of the 
earth. To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood, 
  
(Acts 1:8 NKJV)  "But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." 

 
Satan Accuser / be and Advocate 



Satan is the accuser of the brethren, and that is what we become, the accuser of the brethren when we 
bear false witness about them.  As we have said, what you say about that person is what they become to 
the person you tell. Now you can make them great or make them diminished.  Be like Jesus, be the 
defender, be the Advocate, build up the brothers and sisters, and defend them when someone brings 
slander and lies against them, tell them I don’t want to hear this, this isn’t of the Lord. 
 
4.) Before You Speak 
 
3 Things Before Speak 
3 Things before you speak: 

• Say Less 

• Pray More 

• Think again 
 
Say less: 
It is always best to say less, the more we speak, the more chance to say something foolish  
(Proverbs 10:19 NKJV)  In the multitude of words sin is not lacking, But he who restrains his lips is wise. 

 
Pray more: 
(Psalms 119:29 NKJV)  Remove from me the way of lying, And grant me Your law graciously. 

 
(Psalms 141:3 NKJV)  Set a guard, O LORD, over my mouth; Keep watch over the door of my lips. 

 
Think again: 
Think before you speak..T.H.I.N.K: 

• T- is what I am going to say "truthful" 

• H - is what I am going to say "helpful" 

• I - is what I am going to say "inspired of God" 

• N - is what I am going to say "necessary" 

• K - is what I am going to say "kind"  
 
Truthful: put away telling tales and put-on telling truths 
 
Helpful: Will this build up the person. Have you ever been with someone, who every time you leave from 
them you feel refreshed, invigorated, more excited about the things of the Lord.  Their conversation is 
lifting.  They talk in such a way that it is sweet morsels to your soul.  Not that they preach, but the spirit of 
God flows from them.  They say, you know I was thinking of such and such a Scripture, and while I was 
praying the Lord gave me such and such a thought.  You always leave them feeling built up.  Where on 
the other hand, there are some Christians that every time I leave them I feel down, sometimes even 
soiled cause their conversion is so fleshly based, void of anything spiritual. 
 
Inspired of God:  If all Scripture is given by Inspiration of God (2 Timothy 3:16), then all that we say 
should never be contrary to the Word of God.  We can't tell someone to live together before marriage, 
when God's Word say not to.  And before we give "godly counsel" we need to pray and ask the Lord if this 
is from Him.  We don't have to live with the counsel we give; so realize that person does…………..for a 
lifetime.  Considering this every time will greatly reduce you giving out your opinions so freely. 
 
Necessary:  We need not always talk.  So of often if there is nothing to say, then people start to gossip to 
fill in the space: 
(Proverbs 10:19 NKJV)  In the multitude of words sin is not lacking, But he who restrains his lips is wise. 

 
Kind:  Am I imparting grace to the hearer, or venting.   
(Proverbs 15:1 NKJV)  A soft answer turns away wrath, But a harsh word stirs up anger. 
(Proverbs 16:24 KJV)  Pleasant words are as an honeycomb, sweet to the soul, and health to the bones.   
 



10.) Thou shalt not covet  
(Exodus 20:17) 

 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
The 10 Commandments: 
1.) Thou shalt have no other gods before me. (Exodus 20:3) 
2.) Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing (Exodus 20:4-6) 
3.) Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; (Exodus 20:7) 
4.) Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. (Exodus 20:8-11) 
5.) Honour thy father and thy mother: (Exodus 20:12) 
6.) Thou shalt not kill. (Exodus 20:13) 
7.) Thou shalt not commit adultery. (Exodus 20:14) 
8.) Thou shalt not steal. (Exodus 20:15) 
9.) Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. (Exodus 20:16) 
10.) Thou shalt not covet (Exodus 20:17) 
 
1st Command Preface to Obeying all the Others 
This first commandment is the preface to every commandment and obeying them. He is God. 
 
Great Tune-Up 
The 10 Commandments are guides for life, what a great tune-up for all of us, how challenging they are. 
 

10.) Thou shalt not covet (Exodus 20:17) 
(Exodus 20:17 NKJV)  "You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your 
neighbor's wife, nor his male servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor 
anything that is your neighbor's." 
 
Wife – Servant – Ox – Donkey - Anything 
you shall not covet your neighbor's wife - The Bible says It is ok to want a wife, just not your friend’s or 
neighbors’ wife. 
nor his male servant, nor his female servant  - You may say we don't have servants today, but we do, 
they are called washing machines, dishwashers, ovens.   
nor his ox  - that is his tractor, lawnmower, snow blower.   
nor his donkey - that is his Honda, BMW, Chevy Blazer 
nor anything that is your neighbor's." – that covers it all 
 
Break 10th – Broke at Least 1 of the Others 
If you break this command than it means you failed in at least one of the others, because failing in this 
command is the beginning of all the others. I stole because I coveted, I committed adultery because I 
coveted, I murdered, I lied, I had another god because I coveted 
 

Need for a Savior 
 
The 10th puts Nail in Coffin – No Man Able to Keep the Law / James 2:10 
This last law puts the nail in the coffin, that no man is able to keep the whole law.  It says in the book of 
James that is you are guilty of breaking one of the commandments than God considers you guilty of 
breaking them all, God considers you as guilty as the murderer, adultery, for His standard of Holiness is 
perfection: 
(James 2:10 NKJV)  For whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all. 

 



All Guilty / All Offended the Holy God 
Every man has offended the Holy God, every man is guilty to before Him, all have the death penalty 
against them.   
(Romans 3:23 NKJV)  for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

 
Paul said he not Known Sin if not for the 10th Command 
Paul said I kept it all, no lust, No murder, No lying, but when it came to coveting, I found myself guilty: 
(Romans 7:7 NKJV)  What shall we say then? Is the law sin? Certainly not! On the contrary, I would not have known sin except 
through the law. For I would not have known covetousness unless the law had said, "You shall not covet." 

 
The Law is Spiritual / Jesus Taught the Same 
Rom 7:14, the law is spiritual. Paul said the last command shows that it is not just the outward actions of 
a man, but the in ward thoughts of the heart. Jesus make that clear in His teaching, If you hate you 
committed murder, if you list you are guilty of adultery. 
(Romans 7:14 NKJV)  For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am carnal, sold under sin. 
 
(Matthew 5:21 NKJV)  "You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not murder, and whoever murders will be in 
danger of the judgment.' 
(Matthew 5:22 NKJV)  "But I say to you that whoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment. 
And whoever says to his brother, 'Raca!' shall be in danger of the council. But whoever says, 'You fool!' shall be in danger of hell 
fire. 
 
(Matthew 5:27 NKJV)  "You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not commit adultery.' 
(Matthew 5:28 NKJV)  "But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his 
heart. 

 
Law Schoolmaster / 10th brings all to need of Savior 
The Law is a schoolmaster to bring us to Christ The loti command brings every man to the place of the 
need of a Savior.   
(Galatians 3:24 KJV)  Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith. 

 
Coveting old as the Garden / Coveting plunged World into Darkness 
Coveting is as old as the garden, coveting was the sin in the garden, and it was that sin that plunged all of 
mankind into darkness.  And Eve saw the tree, and it was pleasant to the eye: 
(Genesis 3:6 NKJV)  So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable 
to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate. 

 

Definition of Coveting 
 
Wanting more of what have Enough Of 
Coveting is wanting More of what you have enough of.  Our whole economy is based on that. That people 
will buy more than they really need.  Coveting is not being satisfied and content with what we already 
have, and that is not just in personal possessions.  
 
Not wrong to Prosper / Abraham – Joseph – Moses - Lydia 
It is not wrong to want something, or prosper.  It is ok to enjoy the fruits of our labor.  Abraham prospered, 
Joseph prospered, Moses prospered, and Lydia in the NT had her own business and apparently 
prospered. But what we saw in them was that their possessions did not determine their behavior, the 
Living God determined who they were.   
 
Position – Praise – Place – Person – Passion - Property 
Coveting covers more than just possessions; we see throughout the Bible people coveting a position, 
praise, a place, another person, or a passion (lust).   

• Position - Satan, coveted the position of God, saying he will be like the Most High.   

• Praise - Haman wanted the praises and ended up with the hanging, King Jehoshaphat wanted 
the praises of being a military warrior and ended up crying like a little girl when the arrows started 
to fly.   

• Place - Lot had more than enough, but set his eyes upon Sodom, the place turned out to be a pit.   



• Passion - Samson had to have Delilah, David had to have Bathsheba, and Esau for the lust of his 
flesh had to have that stew, at the expense of his birthright.   

• Property - Achan had to have the spoils of Jericho, which were the Lords, and it cost him 
everything, his property, his family, and his life.  And we will see tonight the story of the man who 
had to build bigger barns to hold all his stuff. 

 
Coveting – Wanting more / Apply all the Others – not just Property 
Coveting is wanting more of what we already have enough of.  Coveting is not being satisfied with what 
we already have.  Coveting goes beyond property, and can be applied to wanting a higher position, 
greater praise, living in that certain place, being with the better someone, and/or satisfying all fleshly 
desires.  So as we study this tonight, we will look more specifically at property, but apply all these others 
also. 
 
Coveting – Greed / Greed always Need – Never Satisfied / Looking around at What Others Have 
Coveting is greed (not that we would ever consider ourselves greedy); what is interesting is that the 
person living in greed will always be in need because they will always need more, never satisfied with 
what they have.  Looking around and seeing what others have, and wanting more.   
 
Story – Man in Limo - Hummer 
I am reminded of the man who thought if he had a limo with a chauffeur then he would really be 
something.  Well after thousands and thousands of dollars, he finally get his limo, and on the first day out 
a guy in a hummer pulls up next to his and the owners window comes down and the guy said I bet you 
really think your something in that limo don’t you, the new owner said we just look at it.  So the other man 
in the Hummer say oh yea well mine has a microwave, does yours, he said yes it does.  Well mine has a 
wet bar, does your, he says yes it does.  Well mine has a couch does yours, he said yes it does.  Then he 
said my couch pulls out into a bed, does yours, the guy says a bed!  So he zooms back to the dealer, 
demands a pull out bed to be put in at whatever the expense, and then after a few weeks later when all is 
done he goes back out looking for that man in the Hummer again.  So they find his hummer, the guy gets 
out and knocks on the window, no answer, then pounds some more, and finally after a few minutes the 
window rolls down, and the guy with soaking wet hair said what do you want.  The guy said remember 
me, yes, well I wanted to tell you I got a pull-out bed in my limo now.  The other guy said what, are you 
kidding me, you got me out of the shower to tell me that. 
 
Story – 3 Guys Deserted Island 
Coveting is so fleeting, once you get what you think you want, you’ll find yourself wanting something else, 
you can never hold on to what you have long enough to enjoy it because you’ll find yourself wanting more 
again soon enough.  I am reminded of the 3 guys who were on a deserted sandy, barren, island and they 
find a genie in a bottle.  The genie pops out of the bottle and says I will grant each of you one wish.  The 
first guy said, I wish to be rescued off this island by my very own luxury yacht, complete with crew and 
docked in the port at a Hawaiian island.  Then poof, the genie makes it happen.  The next guys says, it is 
not the deserted island that I mind so much, but this desolate one.  I wish for my own private island, lush 
and tropical, with waterfalls, fresh fruit, my own servants, eating steak and lobster every night.  Poof the 
genie makes it happen.  Then the genie says to the third guy, ok now it is you, what is your wish, name it 
an I’ll make it happen.  The guy goes gee, I’m not really sure, then looking around the deserted island he 
says boy it sure is lonely without those guys here, I sure do wish they were here right 
now……………..poof! 
 
Are we Ever Happy / Rich Young Ruler / What Ultimately Leaving our Kids 
Are we ever happy with what we have, we are all susceptible to wanting more, missing out on what we 
already have.  Parents, remember Deuteronomy 6, we are to teach these commands to our children.  
Parents we must teach our kids contentment.  I think of the rich young ruler. If he was rich, and if he was 
a ruler, and he was young, then that means to me in that day and age that he got it from his parents. 
What did he get from his parents then ultimately, he walks away from Jesus, never to be heard of again, 
because he was sad because he had many riches.  Parents more is caught than taught.  What Are you 
teaching your children about coveting?  Will what we teach them lead them closer to Christ or take them 
away: 



(Matthew 19:22 NKJV)  But when the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. 

 
(Deuteronomy 6:6 NKJV)  "And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart. 
(Deuteronomy 6:7 NKJV)  "You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when 
you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. 

 
Video 
I hope this video sticks in your mind long past this teaching. 
 

True Contentment  
 
Most Overlooked Command / Most Destruction in Church / Lest Serious  
Last week I said that I believe the 8th Command (thou shall not steal) was probably the most overlooked, 
or ignored Command by Christians, and Christians are robbing themselves greatly by doing so; well I 
believe of all the commands of the second table, I have seen the greatest destruction in a church come 
from failure to heed and obey, to apply and exercise this 9th Command - Thou shall not bear false witness 
against your neighbor.  But of all the commands this one (number 10) is probably taken the least 
seriously. The society we live in today, coveting is encouraged and celebrated as success.  
 
Not to be Restrictive – But Free 
God gives us this command not to be restrictive, but to free us. Father knows best, and says Ray don't be 
covetous, for it will put you into bondage and I want you to be free. 
 
1 Tim 6 – Godliness great Gain / Covet Godliness / Cont-man seeks godliness 
1 Timothy 6:6 says that godliness with contentment is great gain.  Christian we should be a covetous 
people, and we should covet godliness.  The content-man seeks godliness. 
(1 Timothy 6:6 NKJV)  Now godliness with contentment is great gain. 
(1 Timothy 6:7 NKJV)  For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. 
(1 Timothy 6:8 NKJV)  And having food and clothing, with these we shall be content. 
(1 Timothy 6:9 NKJV)  But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts 
which drown men in destruction and perdition. 

 
Paul Learned to be Content / Matt 6:33 
Paul says, “I have learned to be content in whatever state”.  Covetousness is a blow towards God, it is 
saying you are not able to fulfill me, you are not able to satisfy me, nor are you able to meet my needs.  In 
reference to meeting our needs, Jesus told us to seek first the kingdom, and He will take care of all of our 
needs: 
(Philippians 4:11 NKJV)  Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever state I am, to be content: 
(Philippians 4:12 NKJV)  I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to 
be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. 
 
(Matthew 6:33 NKJV)  "But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. 

 
Proverbs 30:8  
In Proverbs the writer says Lord don’t make so rich I forget you, nor so poor that I steal and disgrace you.  
(Proverbs 30:8 NKJV)  Remove falsehood and lies far from me; Give me neither poverty nor riches; Feed me with the food allotted 
to me; 
(Proverbs 30:9 NKJV)  Lest I be full and deny You, And say, "Who is the LORD?" Or lest I be poor and steal, And profane the name 
of my God. 

 
Matt 13 / Heart of the Matter – Chokes out the Word / Come into Money – Work to have More 
The whole heart of the matter that the Lord is making about coveting can be found in Matthew 13.  It says 
to be careful of riches for they can will choke out the WORD.   How many people come into money (or the 
others – person, praise, position, or place) and loose the interest in the word.   They work more to have 
more, then Sunday comes and now they have that new boat, and got top get a full day in on the water. 
Got a 7am tee-time, or another weekend get-a-way to relax from all that work. The word is choked out 
Jesus said: 
(Matthew 13:22 NKJV)  "Now he who received seed among the thorns is he who hears the word, and the cares of this world and the 
deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and he becomes unfruitful. 

 



Vanity of Coveting – Luke 12 / Rich Man / You Fool / all “I Will” – no “Your Will”/ No Thank You 
Jesus gives the vanity of coveting, whatever it may be there in Luke 12.  This rich man says I got so much 
I need to pull down the barns I got, and build bigger, and the Lord says you fool this very day your soul 
will be required of you.  Here is the key to understanding the riches, the things given to you, notice with 
this man all the “I will” in this passage, but notice there are no “Lord what is your will”. He never says Lord 
you have blessed me incredibly, what is it that you want me to do with these material financial blessing. 
Notice he also never says “I thank you for these blessings Lord”.  What would happen if prior to every 
purchase we said, Lord what is your will.  Rather than saying will I look good in this, will I be happy having 
this, we said Lord how will you look at me in this, Lord will you be happy by me having this?  Back to 
Matthew 13, the riches of the world choked out the word in this mans life, and will ours. 
(Luke 12:15 NKJV)  And He said to them, "Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the abundance 
of the things he possesses." 
(Luke 12:16 NKJV)  Then He spoke a parable to them, saying: "The ground of a certain rich man yielded plentifully. 
(Luke 12:17 NKJV)  "And he thought within himself, saying, 'What shall I do, since I have no room to store my crops?' 
(Luke 12:18 NKJV)  "So he said, 'I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build greater, and there I will store all my crops and 
my goods. 
(Luke 12:19 NKJV)  'And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years; take your ease; eat, drink, and 
be merry."' 
(Luke 12:20 NKJV)  "But God said to him, 'Fool! This night your soul will be required of you; then whose will those things be which 
you have provided?' 
(Luke 12:21 NKJV)  "So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God." 

 
Story Man Golfing 
Speaking of the man whose soul was required of him right in full swing of life, I am reminded of the 
brother in the Lord who got all consumed in golf, that is all he ever thought of, speaking the majority of his 
time and money on it.  The older he got the more he started to worry if there would be golf in heaven, so 
he sought out a known prophet, and said sir I must know if there is going to be golf in heaven.  The 
prophet said, hmm that is a new question, let me seek the Lord in the evening and come back tomorrow 
and I will answer you.  So the next day the guy comes back and anxiously asked again, the prophet says 
I have good news and bad news.  The good news is that yes there is golf in heaven, everyone has 
custom made clubs, long range golf balls, and everyday someone news gets to win.  That is great he 
said, what’s the bad news, and the prophet says, you have a 8am tee-time tomorrow. 
 
1 Tim 6 / All things given to Enjoy / Riches – Enjoyed & Employed / Rich to Share 
 
In 1 Tim 6 it says that God gives us richly all things to enjoy.  Riches should be enjoyed, but they also 
should be employed.  God says the rich are rich in order to share, and store up treasures in heaven, not 
to hoard it all for themselves. 
(1 Timothy 6:17 NKJV)  Command those who are rich in this present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches but in the 
living God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy. 
(1 Timothy 6:18 NKJV)  Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, 
(1 Timothy 6:19 NKJV)  storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life. 

 
Don’t Hoard – but Help / Lord what is Your Will / Find Yourself more heavenly Minded 
Don’t hoard your riches, but help with them.  Ask the Lord, what is your will for me with these riches you 
have given me (that goes for our talents, time, and possessions). Do that with all your riches, and you’ll 
find yourself being more heavenly-minded. 
 

Jesus Example 
 
Foxes have Holes / Content and Submitted / Christian be Content – Bloom where Planted / 
Abundant Life / The Word not Choked Out 
As we look at every command, we ask how did Jesus handle that command, what examples did He show 
us.  Jesus said foxes have holes and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to rest His head. 
He was not complaining, for He was totally content, He was totally submitted to the Fathers plan for His 
life.  He was content, and submitted, whether that was working in the woodshop, sleeping under the 
trees, or even going to the cross.  Christian be content where God has you, bloom where you are planted, 
and trust He will be your all in all, and you will have the life He promised, a life and that more 



abundant.(John 10:10).  A life where the Word (that became flesh and dwelt among us) will not be choked 
out 
(Matthew 8:20 NKJV)  And Jesus said to him, "Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to 
lay His head." 

 
Abraham looking for City 
Abraham showed the way, for he was not looking for a city made with hands, but eternal in the heavens, 
a city whose builders and marker is God 
(Hebrews 11:9 NKJV)  By faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the 
heirs with him of the same promise; 
(Hebrews 11:10 NKJV)  for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God. 

 
Hebrews – Never Leave You 
Hebrews says let your lifestyle be without covetousness, be content with what you have, for the Lord says 
I will never leave thee nor forsake thee.  When you have Jesus, you have it all, what more could we ever 
want.  We have the Promise of Jesus, what could we ever add to that: 
(Hebrews 13:5 NKJV)  Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. For He Himself has 
said, "I will never leave you nor forsake you." 

 



Exodus 20:18-26 
The Law Heeded – The Altar Needed 

 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
Great Tune-Up 
The people, and ourselves have heard the voice of God speak the Law, these 10 commandments. These 
commandments are a schoolmaster to bring man to the place of seeing the need for a Savior as man 
sees they have broken God’s law, and have offended the Holy God.  These commands and not merely 
suggestions but guidelines for living a life pleasing to the Lord.  So in this passage of Scripture, the Law 
has come down, and now we look at man’s reaction: 
(Galatians 3:24 NKJV)  Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith. 

 
The 10 Commandments: 
1.) Thou shalt have no other gods before me. (Exodus 20:3) 
2.) Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing (Exodus 20:4-6) 
3.) Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; (Exodus 20:7) 
4.) Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. (Exodus 20:8-11) 
5.) Honour thy father and thy mother: (Exodus 20:12) 
6.) Thou shalt not kill. (Exodus 20:13) 
7.) Thou shalt not commit adultery. (Exodus 20:14) 
8.) Thou shalt not steal. (Exodus 20:15) 
9.) Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. (Exodus 20:16) 
10.) Thou shalt not covet (Exodus 20:17) 
 
(Exodus 20:18 NKJV)  Now all the people witnessed the thunderings, the lightning flashes, the 
sound of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking; and when the people saw it, they trembled and 
stood afar off. 
(Exodus 20:19 NKJV)  Then they said to Moses, "You speak with us, and we will hear; but let not 
God speak with us, lest we die." 
(Exodus 20:20 NKJV)  And Moses said to the people, "Do not fear; for God has come to test you, 
and that His fear may be before you, so that you may not sin." 
(Exodus 20:21 NKJV)  So the people stood afar off, but Moses drew near the thick darkness where 
God was. 
(Exodus 20:22 NKJV)  Then the LORD said to Moses, "Thus you shall say to the children of Israel: 
'You have seen that I have talked with you from heaven. 
(Exodus 20:23 NKJV)  'You shall not make anything to be with Me; gods of silver or gods of gold 
you shall not make for yourselves. 
(Exodus 20:24 NKJV)  'An altar of earth you shall make for Me, and you shall sacrifice on it your 
burnt offerings and your peace offerings, your sheep and your oxen. In every place where I record 
My name I will come to you, and I will bless you. 
(Exodus 20:25 NKJV)  'And if you make Me an altar of stone, you shall not build it of hewn stone; 
for if you use your tool on it, you have profaned it. 
(Exodus 20:26 NKJV)  'Nor shall you go up by steps to My altar, that your nakedness may not be 
exposed on it.' 
 
Let’s take a look, verse-by-verse. 
 
(Exodus 20:18 NKJV)  Now all the people witnessed the thunderings, the lightning flashes, the 
sound of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking; and when the people saw it, they trembled and 
stood afar off. 



 
Audible Delivery First – Later Written on Stone 
This is the audible delivery of the Law. Later Moses will receive them written on the stone. 
(Exodus 31:18 NKJV)  And when He had made an end of speaking with him on Mount Sinai, He gave Moses two tablets of the 
Testimony, tablets of stone, written with the finger of God. 

 
Awesome Day / Hear how Life to be Lived / Now Reaction 
What an awesome day that must have been to hear the voice of God and how life was suppose to be 
lived. Now we read on to see what their reaction was 
 
(Exodus 20:19 NKJV)  Then they said to Moses, "You speak with us, and we will hear; but let not 
God speak with us, lest we die." 
 
Moses you Speak / Way Suppose to Be / Flesh Dies – Pride – Self-Center / Word Divides – Heb 4 
They said Moses you speak from now on, for when He speaks we feel as if we will die. That is the way it 
is suppose to be, that when He speaks we die.  When His word is spoken, our flesh dies, our pride dies, 
and our self-centeredness dies. The word divides us from our flesh, Hebrews 4:12. The word kills the 
flesh: 
(Hebrews 4:12 NKJV)  For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the 
division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

 
People Today – Tell how Church Was / Can’t Bear to Go back / Excuses – but Word is Killing Them 
How people today say, tell me how church was. They can’t come here because the word is killing them. 
Hey I don t want to deal with that word, those things spoken from the pulpit. I can’t bear to go back 
because that word is piercing.  So they make the excuses of why they can’t make it; I have to work 
around the house, tired and need the rest, don’t like the teacher, the people are talking about me, but the 
heart of the matter is the word is killing them. 
 
Mt. Sinai – Natural Amphitheatre / People Hear Word – Say Ouch / Don’t Want to Deal with It 
Mount Sinai was a natural amphitheatre, the mount was the pulpit, and the people came to hear the word, 
and they said ouch, this word is killing me. How people say today, ouch, I don’t want to deal with those 
challenges that come from the word.  I’m going to stay home, sleep in, watch a little television. 
 
Great Deal – Word Kills the Flesh / Good News for Us who Want to Kill Flesh / Sin Keep from Book 
Here’s the deal, and it is a great deal, the word kills the flesh. That’s good news for those of you who want 
to kill the flesh, but for those who don't want to kill the flesh, they will steer clear of this word. As it has 
been said, this book will keep you from sin, and sin will keep you from this book. And then there is seven 
days without the Bible makes one weak 
 
Plenty times I don’t Want to Read – When Do Refreshed 
Let me tell you there are times when I just don’t want to read my Bible. I say I’m tired, I’ve read that 
already.  I just want to click for awhile, read the newspaper. Bar-none, every time I have fought through 
the flesh, read that chapter or two, or ten, I always find myself refreshed, renewed, at peace and it carries 
through the day or into the morning. 
 
If that is You – Great News – Date Night 
If you at a place right now that you are having a tough time getting into the word, I got great news for you, 
God the Creator of the Universe wants to meet with tonight, He wants to go on a date with you tonight. 
 
Remember Dating – Refreshed / Plea of Flesh / When People lose Romance for Word 
Remember dating the love of your life?  It would be midnight and you were wishing it was 9pm again 
because you got so much you want to talk about, and although you were tired from a long day of work, 
being with your love you immediately found yourself rejuvenated and refreshed.  That is the way it is for 
us, but we too often hear the plea from the flesh saying rest, feed me. When I see people lose the 
romance for the word, it usually is the beginning of spiritual decline, dry spiritual times for them, and many 
enter into a wilderness experience, which some wonder for the rest of their life. 
 



But for Us that Love the Killing of Flesh – Because we conformed into His Image 
But for us who love the word, we invite the killing of the flesh, because we love being conformed into His 
image, and as Christ is being formed in us.  Christian dwell on that thought for awhile, Christ is being 
formed in you………………..wow! 
(Romans 12:1 NKJV)  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 
(Romans 12:2 NKJV)  And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove 
what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 
 
(Galatians 4:19 NKJV)  My little children, for whom I labor in birth again until Christ is formed in you, 

 
(Exodus 20:20 NKJV)  And Moses said to the people, "Do not fear; for God has come to test you, 
and that His fear may be before you, so that you may not sin." 
 
Lord wants to show Us Ourselves / Show Us off to World 
Verse 20 - not fear; for God has come to test you - The Lord wants to test us, prove us. He wants to show 
you what is in you, good and not so good.  And the Lord loves to show us off to other people.  That they 
will look at us and go wow, amazing how they resist the things of the world, amazing how gracious and 
kind and giving they are, amazing how they handle tough situations and trials. God loves to prove us out 
to the world around us, including other Christians, and Satan.  Remember Job would not curse God even 
in the tremendous trial, how about Joseph – young and handsome but would not sin against his Lord, and 
Abraham taking Isaac to the mount by faith: 
(Job 1:8 NKJV)  Then the LORD said to Satan, "Have you considered My servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a 
blameless and upright man, one who fears God and shuns evil?" 
 
(Genesis 39:8 NKJV)  But he refused and said to his master's wife, "Look, my master does not know what is with me in the house, 
and he has committed all that he has to my hand. 
(Genesis 39:9 NKJV)  "There is no one greater in this house than I, nor has he kept back anything from me but you, because you 
are his wife. How then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?" 
 
(Genesis 22:12 NKJV)  And He said, "Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, 
since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me." 
 

What story have you Written 
Christian, what story have you written in His Book of life, what testimony of “proving” have you written 
over these past years.  Think on that tonight (this isn’t a challenge but an encouragement), and you will 
find yourself in a wonderful place of fellowship with the Lord as you reflect on the times you held-fast, 
when you withstood the enemy, the world, and your flesh and gave a wonderful witness to the world 
around you.  There are more times there than you may remember, but they are there, so think on them 
and enjoy.  You will find yourself saying lifted up and warmed in your relationship with Him. 
 
Fear – Be in Awe / What and Amazing God / Naturally leads to Reverence & Respect 
Verse 20 - and that His fear may be before you, so that you may not sin."- That we may fear Him, can 
also be translated that we might be in awe of Him. As we look at all that He is, His holiness, we stand in 
awe and say what an amazing God. That will naturally lead us into reverence of Him and respect of His 
holiness. 
 
(Exodus 20:21 NKJV)  So the people stood afar off, but Moses drew near the thick darkness where 
God was. 
(Exodus 20:22 NKJV)  Then the LORD said to Moses, "Thus you shall say to the children of Israel: 
'You have seen that I have talked with you from heaven. 
(Exodus 20:23 NKJV)  'You shall not make anything to be with Me; gods of silver or gods of gold 
you shall not make for yourselves. 
(Exodus 20:24 NKJV)  'An altar of earth you shall make for Me, and you shall sacrifice on it your 
burnt offerings and your peace offerings, your sheep and your oxen. In every place where I record 
My name I will come to you, and I will bless you. 
(Exodus 20:25 NKJV)  'And if you make Me an altar of stone, you shall not build it of hewn stone; 
for if you use your tool on it, you have profaned it. 



(Exodus 20:26 NKJV)  'Nor shall you go up by steps to My altar, that your nakedness may not be 
exposed on it.' 
 
Law Heeded – Altar Needed / Sees Standard – Sees Fallen Short / Sees Guilt 
After the Law was heeded, an altar was needed. After man hears the Law, sees God’s Holy standard, His 
holiness, man comes to the conclusion that He needs a sacrifice because there is a price to pay for 
transgressing His Law, man sees how far he has fallen short. 
 
Altar Simple – Not Grand and Ornate / Earthen or Stone / Simple – Focus not in Altar - Sacrifice 
Notice this altar is not be grand, ornate, gold and silver, God says don’t make the altar spectacular, but 
simple, just earthen simplicity. Earth and stone, and if you do use stones, don’t use tools to shape the 
stone. Why so simple; because God wants the focus to not be on the altar, but the sacrifice. 
 
All Foreshadow of Christ – Ultimate Sacrifice  
All the sacrifices are pictures of the ultimate sacrifice Jesus Christ. 
(Hebrews 9:24 NKJV)  For Christ has not entered the holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true, but into heaven 
itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us; 
(Hebrews 9:25 NKJV)  not that He should offer Himself often, as the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood of 
another; 
(Hebrews 9:26 NKJV)  He then would have had to suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now, once at the end of the 
ages, He has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. 

 
Simple Altar – Ohh look at the Craftsmanship & Talent / People Look at Innocent Sacrifice 
God says don't make an altar that people will focus on the altar more than the sacrifice.  A simple altar so 
they don’t say oh look how beautiful the altar is, what craftsman, what talent, look at the details. No, God 
says dirt and rocks so that people look and say, oh look at the innocent sacrifice, who has taken my 
place, because of my sin, my separation. 
 
Farther Separation from Lord – Grander the Architecture / Man must Create Atmosphere of Spirit 
The farther someone gets away from the Lord, the grander the architecture. The reason is that because 
the Spirit of God has left or stopped moving, man then tries to create a feeling, an atmosphere, of God 
moving.  People come and see grand building, grand altar, grand clothing, the lights and candles and 
chants and people say they feel the spirit moving.   
 
Create Awe – Rather than God is Awe / Dirt & Rocks – Focus Remains on Jesus 
Let’s create the sense of awe, rather than letting God be the awe.  God say s dirt and rock, so the focus 
remains on the sacrifice, Jesus Christ. 
 
How about Temple 
How about the OT Temple you may say. That is a shadow of the throne of God. The throne of God is 
grand and glorious in heaven, but each piece is symbolic of a spiritual truth God is portraying to man, We 
will study those things when we get into Leviticus. 
(Hebrews 8:3 NKJV)  For every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices. Therefore it is necessary that this One also 
have something to offer. 
(Hebrews 8:4 NKJV)  For if He were on earth, He would not be a priest, since there are priests who offer the gifts according to the 
law; 
(Hebrews 8:5 NKJV)  who serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly things, as Moses was divinely instructed when he was about 
to make the tabernacle. For He said, "See that you make all things according to the pattern shown you on the mountain." 

 
Today’s Grandeur has not Biblical Basis / Trying to Create Filling of God Moving 
The grandeur we see today has no Biblical basis, and are man-made, trying to create the feeling of God 
moving. 
 
No Steps / Man’s Approach – God says 1 Step – The Altar / 1 Step – Keep Focus on Sacrifice  
Verse 26 - 'Nor shall you go up by steps to My altar - God also says I don't want steps to this altar so your 
nakedness won’t be exposed. Men in those days wore robes so they would have to lift it up to walk up 
stairs, and when they did often their nakedness would be seen.  Man’s tendency is to have these steps to 



God, God says it is one step, the altar.  Try to put steps into the way to God, and man’s foolishness will 
be exposed, and brought to shame. One step, come to the altar; keep your focus on the sacrifice. 
 
Dispels We have to Get it Together 
This dispel that we play some role in coming before Him. People say or think that when they get it 
together they’ll come to Him. God says there is nothing you could ever do to make yourself accepted 
before Him.  It is one step, Jesus Christ. 
 
Law Heeded- Sacrifice Needed 
When the Law was heeded, then the altar was needed. May we praise our Lord for coming to be the 
sacrifice, to deliver us from sin and into the kingdom. 
 

Communion Service 
(Exodus 20:24 NKJV)  'An altar of earth you shall make for Me, and you shall sacrifice on it your burnt 
offerings and your peace offerings, your sheep and your oxen. In every place where I record My name I 
will come to you, and I will bless you. 
 
Definition of Remember  
Record - 2142. zakar, zaw-kar'; a prim. root; prop. to mark (so as to be recognized), i.e. to remember; by 
impl. to mention; also (as denom. from H2145) to be male:-- X burn [incense], X earnestly, be male, 
(make) mention (of), be mindful, recount, record (-er), remember, make to be remembered, bring (call, 
come, keep, put) to (in) remembrance, X still, think on, X well. 
 
Seems Out of Place / Come to Altar Looking for Sacrifice & will Find Me 
This at first seems to be out of place, In every place where I record My name I will come to you, and I 
will bless you, God is talking about don’t build grand altars, and then inserts this, it just seems to be out 
of place.  But obviously it is inspired, and God has imbedded a message to us in it.  It isn’t the altar, it is 
the sacrifice that you will find me.  When you come to the altar, come looking at the sacrifice and you will 
find me there, and we will fellowship together through the sacrifice, and it will be there that I will bless you. 
 
At the Altar – Marked with Holy Spirit 
It is here at the altar of sacrifice that I will record my name, that I will be recognized by you, that you will 
remember me, and that I will mark you.  I will mark you and seal you through the Holy Spirit.   
(Ephesians 1:13 NKJV)  In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, 
having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, 
(Ephesians 1:14 NKJV)  who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of 
His glory. 

 
At Altar – Records His Name 
It is through the altar of sacrifice that I will record my name on you, 
(John 10:1 NKJV)  "Most assuredly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door, but climbs up some other way, 
the same is a thief and a robber. 
(John 10:2 NKJV)  "But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 
(John 10:3 NKJV)  "To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name and leads 
them out. 
(John 10:4 NKJV)  "And when he brings out his own sheep, he goes before them; and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. 

 
At Altar – Called His Children 
It is at the altar we are called His children, and He reveals Himself to us, and conforms us into His image: 
(1 John 3:1 NKJV)  Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God! Therefore 
the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. 
(1 John 3:2 NKJV)  Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when 
He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 
(1 John 3:3 NKJV)  And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. 

 
 



Exodus 21 
The Judgments – Concerning: Slavery, Violence, 

and Animal Control 
 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
Next 20 Chapter – Details of 10 / Grey Areas Defined – Pregnant Woman – Gored by Ox 
For the next 20 chapters we will look at the lower level details of the 10 commandments.  You can look at 
each topic we will discuss in the next 20 chapters and see that it fits in at least one of the 10 
Commandments. For some commands we will see grey areas defined.  For instance the question would 
eventually be asked, there was a fight and a pregnant women accidentally got hit, and the baby died, is 
that murder. Or, my ox gored someone to death, is that my fault, should I be punished. So the Lord is 
bringing some clarity to issues that may not be black and white. 
 
Great Blessing – See Heart of God / See God’s Fairness – Protection / Rich or Poor 
One of the blessings of studying these judgments is that we will get a deeper understanding of Gods 
heart, and how He sees things. We will clearly see the fairness of God. We will see God’s care and 
protection for each person, whether rich or poor, free or slave. 
 
Beautiful Pictures Prophetically of Jesus 
In many of these judgments we will see beautiful prophetic pictures of Jesus. It is my personal opinion 
that if you spend enough time you will find Him in every one of these topics. 
 
The Outline for Chapter 21: 
The Judgments Concerning – Slavery (21:2-11) 
The Judgments Concerning – Violence (21:12-27) 
The Judgments Concerning - Animal Control (21:28-36) 
 
So let’s take a look at this chapter. 
 
(Exodus 21:1 NKJV)  "Now these are the judgments which you shall set before them: 
 
Judgment on God’s Word / Israel a Theocracy / Want King Aid in Decline 
If you recall from our study in Exodus 18, Moses at the counsel of his father-in-law Jethro, established 
judges to hear the problems of the people.  The judges only passed decision based on Gods word.  Mind 
you, the Nation Israel was a theocracy, not like any man-made government that we know; So God was 
the final word. It will be later, and a contributor, to the decline and eventual fall of this great nation when 
they ask for a king so they can be like the other nations around them. 
(Exodus 18:21 NKJV)  “Moreover you shall select from all the people able men, such as fear God, men of truth, hating 
covetousness; and place such over them to be rulers of thousands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens. 

 
So Man / Word is Absolute / Second Opinions are Second Best 
Now that is so man, that is so us, we have the absolute word, yet we so often want to go find a second 
opinion, which at best is second. Stick to the absolute word from the absolute authority, with the absolute 
love and concern for you and your well-being, and you will never face decline in any matters of life. 
 

The Judgments – Concerning Slavery (Ex 21:2-11) 
 
(Exodus 21:2 NKJV)  "If you buy a Hebrew servant, he shall serve six years; and in the seventh he 
shall go out free and pay nothing. 



 
First Words from Sinai – Brought out of Slavery / First Code deals with Slavery 
The first words of God from Sinai had declared that He was Jehovah who brought them out of slavery. 
And in this remarkable code, the first person whose rights are dealt with is the slave. 
(Exodus 20:1 NKJV)  And God spoke all these words, saying: 
(Exodus 20:2 NKJV)  “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 

 
Slavery Causes much Debate 
Slavery of the Bible has caused many a debates and challenges of God’s fairness, of how He could allow 
slavery, but a closer look at slavery as we study it tonight will reveal God’s heart to protect and care for 
the well-being of His people. 
 
4 Reason to be Slave 
There were four basic ways a Hebrew might become a slave to another Hebrew. 

• In extreme poverty, they might sell their liberty (Leviticus 25:39).  

• A father might sell his children into servitude (Exodus 21:7).  

• In the case of bankruptcy, a man might become servant to his creditors (2 Kings 4:1).  

• If a thief had nothing with which to pay proper restitution (Exodus 22:3-4). 
 
God protecting His People / Still Man Must Work 
So we see that rather than a person being left destitute, God had a way for them to be taken care.  But it 
still applied to what He says in the NT, if a man will not work, neither shall He eat: 
(2 Thessalonians 3:10 NKJV)  For even when we were with you, we commanded you this: If anyone will not work, neither shall he 
eat. 

 
(Exodus 21:3 NKJV)  "If he comes in by himself, he shall go out by himself; if he comes in married, 
then his wife shall go out with him. 
(Exodus 21:4 NKJV)  "If his master has given him a wife, and she has borne him sons or 
daughters, the wife and her children shall be her master's, and he shall go out by himself. 
(Exodus 21:5 NKJV)  "But if the servant plainly says, 'I love my master, my wife, and my children; I 
will not go out free,' 
(Exodus 21:6 NKJV)  "then his master shall bring him to the judges. He shall also bring him to the 
door, or to the doorpost, and his master shall pierce his ear with an awl; and he shall serve him 
forever. 
 
I Love my Master / Town Center – Doorpost of Home – Gold Ring / Forever 
So a slave could say I don’t ever want to leave my master, I love my master, I have it good here. He takes 
care of me, feeds me, clothes me, gives me shelter, he will even bring me my spouse. Why would I ever 
want to leave him? I might point out that God is going to have responsibilities for the masters that they 
must treat their slaves properly, so there is a balance here. So the slaves says I never want to leave my 
master, I love him, so they went to the town center to make a public profession, and then after to the 
house of the master to have his ear pierced.  And, of course, they would then put a gold ring in the ear 
lobe, and the pierced ear was the sign that he was a servant by choice.  And so, “I love my master.  I 
don’t want to be free, I want to serve him,” he would then be pierced, and that was irrevocable.  He 
remained then a servant forever. 
 
Doorpost Significant  
The doorpost for it was the entrance into the master’s home, and all would know who the slave is 
pledging his life to.  Also, the doorpost of the home has significant meaning to the people of Israel for it 
was there that the blood was applied and the angel of death Passover the home in Egypt and delivered 
them from Pharaoh.  We will do this at the door because what we are doing here is deep, has great 
meaning, and we will deal with it as so. 
 
We the Servants – Wonderful Master / Where would we Go / Taste and See 
The wise slave under a good master never left. Do you see the beautiful picture of you and I and our 
wonderful Master. Why would we ever want leave, where would we go.  I am reminded of what Peter said 



when the people started to leave the following of Jesus because they thought He was too extreme when 
He spoke of taking His body and drinking His blood, as He was speaking of communion, speak of His 
sacrifice. Jesus turned to the disciples and said will you leave Me also, and Peter said, Lord, where would 
we go, for you have the words of eternal life. That is what I say anytime I feel like quitting, getting off the 
narrow road, the difficult way, Lord where would I go, I know too much now and I know there is nothing for 
me back in that world..   The Psalmist said, “Oh taste and see the Lord is good”.  You know it, once you 
have tasted the Lord’s goodness, you’ll never be able to go any where else and be satisfied.   I know that 
those who don’t follow the Lord, have never tasted of the Lord, for if they had truly tasted they could never 
be satisfied being anywhere else, doing something else. 
(John 6:67 NKJV)  Then Jesus said to the twelve, "Do you also want to go away?" 
(John 6:68 NKJV)  But Simon Peter answered Him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 
(John 6:69 NKJV)  "Also we have come to believe and know that You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." 
 
(Psalms 34:8 NKJV)  Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good; Blessed is the man who trusts in Him! 

 
NT Examples 
The bond-slave: was a willing slave for life, and we see this principle expounded throughout the NT: 
(Philippians 1:1 NKJV)  Paul and Timothy, bondservants of Jesus Christ, To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with 
the bishops and deacons: 
 
(2 Corinthians 4:5 NKJV)  For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and ourselves your bondservants for Jesus' 
sake. 

 
Highest Ideal for Humanity – Servanthood / Finding the Right Master 
The highest ideal for humanity is servanthood. Life is not about the pursuit of life, liberty, and happiness, 
but find finding the right master, for whomever our Master is, is who will Master us. 
 
Jesus the Servant / Psalm 40 – Philp 2 
Not only a beautiful picture of us with the Lord; but also a beautiful picture of Jesus and the Father.  
Psalms 40:6 speaks of this ceremony taking place between the Father and the Son, where the Psalmist 
spoke prophetically for the Messiah: Sacrifice and offering You did not desire; my ears You have opened. 
Jesus was a perfect bond-slave to the Father (Philippians 2:7). 
(Psalms 40:6 NKJV)  Sacrifice and offering You did not desire; My ears You have opened. Burnt offering and sin offering You did 
not require. 
(Psalms 40:7 NKJV)  Then I said, "Behold, I come; In the scroll of the book it is written of me. 
(Psalms 40:8 NKJV)  I delight to do Your will, O my God, And Your law is within my heart." 
 
(Philippians 2:5 NKJV)  Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 
(Philippians 2:6 NKJV)  who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 
(Philippians 2:7 NKJV)  but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 
(Philippians 2:8 NKJV)  And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, 
even the death of the cross. 

 
Jesus Willingly Submitted to Father / Not My Will / In the Garden 
This interesting prophecy in Psalms concerning Jesus Christ; and Jesus declares, prophetically, “My ear 
have You opened.”  That is, He willingly submitted Himself unto the Father, as He said, “I did not come to 
do My will, but the will of Him who sent Me.”  And so, He willingly submitted Himself to the will of the 
Father, even as was reflected in His prayer in the garden when He said, “Father, if it’s possible, let this 
cup pass from Me.  Nevertheless, not what I will, but Thy will be done.”  “Mine ear,” Psalms - prophetically 
- concerning the cross, said, “Mine ear hast Thou opened.”  God brought Him to the doorpost, pierced His 
ear.  He was a servant by choice as He submitted to the will of the Father in going to the cross for you 
and for me. 
(Luke 22:42 NKJV)  saying, "Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from Me; nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be done." 
 
(Hebrews 10:5 NKJV)  Therefore, when He came into the world, He said: "Sacrifice and offering You did not desire, But a body You 
have prepared for Me. 
(Hebrews 10:6 NKJV)  In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin You had no pleasure. 
(Hebrews 10:7 NKJV)  Then I said, 'Behold, I have come; In the volume of the book it is written of Me; To do Your will, O God.'" 

 
Book of Hebrews – Volume of Book / I Love Fathers House – the Bride – the Kids 



In the Book of Hebrews 10:7 the Lord says, I delight to do thy will, for in the volume of book it is written of 
Me.  Jesus says I love being a servant in My Fathers house, I love the Bride He has given, the church, 
and the sons and daughters that have come out of the Church.  Speaking on that note, would there be 
any doubt in the Bride and children of the male slave when He said I will not leave my family, but become 
a bondservant for life to stay with them.  What a beautiful picture for us, as Jesus says I love my Bride so 
much that I could never leave her.   
 
The Slavery of the Earth 
Interesting the earth has been in bondage to slavery for 6000 years, and the 7th year is near.  So get 
ready, if not today, then tomorrow, and ask me tomorrow and I’ll tell you the same thing. 
 
(Exodus 21:7 NKJV)  "And if a man sells his daughter to be a female slave, she shall not go out as 
the male slaves do. 
 
Not Released in 7th Year / Father better think Deeply 
In other words, she doesn’t get to go out in the seventh year.  The father who would sell His daughter for 
whatever reason, would have to think it through, the decision I make is for life. 
 
(Exodus 21:8 NKJV)  "If she does not please her master, who has betrothed her to himself, then he 
shall let her be redeemed. He shall have no right to sell her to a foreign people, since he has dealt 
deceitfully with her. 
 
Dowry Involved / Protect the Woman 
The fathers had the rights to sell their daughters.  Usually, of course, they sold them either to be the wife 
of a man, or to be a part of his concubine.  And so, if he sold his daughter, there was always that dowry 
that was involved.  Some young man wants to marry your daughter, his parents come, and you establish 
a price: a dowry.  This was to protect the women in a day in which women did not have any rights.  At the 
end of 6 years the owner couldn’t say ok, I’m bored with you, I’ll let you go and find someone younger.  If 
God allowed that, then these woman would in most cases be destitute, and left to fend for themselves in 
a dangerous world,  So God is protecting them, master is always going to have a price to pay for her in 
advance. 
 
Woman had no Rights / Dowry Protected Her – Provided for Her 
The women had no right of divorce.  They were considered in a category slightly above a slave; and 
because the women had no rights a man could at his own whim, at any time, get rid of her.  All he had to 
do is write on a piece of paper, “I divorce you,” and hand it to her, and she had to go out.  It was all over 
for her.  So, to protect her, this dowry concept was established.   
 
Alimony in Advance  
Dowry was nothing more than alimony in advance.  While the guy is anxious to marry her, deeply in love, 
professing to have this deep love for her, all excited, wanting to marry her, the dad would say, “OK, you 
want to marry her, it’s going to cost you 5,000 bucks.”  And in case in time to come, you say, “Ah, I never 
did love her; get out of here.  I write you a bill of divorcement,” then she’s got her alimony already set and 
she can go back to her father’s house, and it was the duty of the father to invest that money so that if she 
did come home, she has plenty to live on, and He could buy her back (redeem her).  So, the whole idea 
was alimony in advance to protect the women who did not have protection under the law, or rights under 
the law.   
 
Couldn’t be Sold to Stranger / Father buy Her Back / Or Wife to Son 
So, he’s purchased her, and now he decides he doesn’t want to marry her, then some other man can 
purchase her.  Let her be redeemed, he cannot sell her to a stranger or foreigner.  Or he can give her to 
his son. 
 
(Exodus 21:9 NKJV)  "And if he has betrothed her to his son, he shall deal with her according to 
the custom of daughters. 



(Exodus 21:10 NKJV)  "If he takes another wife, he shall not diminish her food, her clothing, and 
her marriage rights. 
(Exodus 21:11 NKJV)  "And if he does not do these three for her, then she shall go out free, 
without paying money. 
 
If took Another Wife – Had to Treat Her Equal / Huge Financial Responsibility  
If the man took another wife, say a younger wife, the man had to treat each wife equal, providing food, 
clothing, and her marriage rights of child bearing.  So these judgments made a man think long and hard 
before he was going to build himself having several wives, for it would be a huge financial responsibility.  
If he set her free, then she had the dowry to go back on to live out her life. 
 

The Judgments – Concerning Violence (Ex 21:12-27) 
 
(Exodus 21:12 NKJV)  "He who strikes a man so that he dies shall surely be put to death. 
 
Premeditated death Penalty / Principle in Genesis - Romans 
The 6th Commandment.  Premeditated murder was the death penalty. The principle for capital punishment 
goes back to Genesis 9:6: Whoever sheds man's blood, by man his blood shall be shed; for in the image 
of God He made man. The right for the state to wield the sword of execution is also stated in the New 
Testament (Romans 13:4 
(Genesis 9:6 NKJV)  "Whoever sheds man's blood, By man his blood shall be shed; For in the image of God He made man. 
 
(Exodus 20:13 NKJV)  "You shall not murder. 
  
(Romans 13:4 NKJV)  For he is God's minister to you for good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear the sword in vain; 
for he is God's minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him who practices evil. 

 
(Exodus 21:13 NKJV)  "However, if he did not lie in wait, but God delivered him into his hand, then 
I will appoint for you a place where he may flee. 
 
Involuntary – City of Refuge  
lf involuntary they could go to the city of refugee and stay safe from the kinsman looking for justice.  Then 
I will appoint for you a place where he may flee:(Numbers 35 and Joshua 20) God commanded and Israel 
made cities of refuge - a place where he may flee - cities where one could flee in a case of manslaughter, 
and be protected until his case was properly heard. 
 
(Exodus 21:14 NKJV)  "But if a man acts with premeditation against his neighbor, to kill him by 
treachery, you shall take him from My altar, that he may die. 
 
No Offering at the Altar for Murder  
There was no offering for murder and adultery, it was the death penalty.   
 
Murder Defiles the Land 
God said also that unpunished murderers defiled the land: Moreover you shall take no ransom for the life 
of a murderer who is guilty of death, but he shall surely be put to death  
(Numbers 35:31 NKJV)  'Moreover you shall take no ransom for the life of a murderer who is guilty of death, but he shall surely be 
put to death. 

 
No Mercy towards 1st Degree Murder / No Altar Escape / No Insanity Plea – or Plea Bargain 
Therefore, there must be no mercy towards the "first-degree" murderer. You shall take him from My altar, 
that he may die refers to a practice common among many pagan cultures, where a criminal - even a 
murderer - could find refuge at the altar of a god, and as long as he stayed in the temple, he was given 
sanctuary. God here says that even if a first-degree murderer comes to His altar, he is to be punished.  
That would through out all these slick lawyers getting insanity pleas, or plea bargaining, or a murderer 
walking away because of a technicality.  There is that man in Florida who confessed to killing the 8 year 
(after raping her) and then burying her body in his backyard, that his confession may be thrown out of 
court because his lawyer wasn’t present when he confessed, and so the case against him could be weak.  



God says there is no place to hide, no loop holes, murder requires the death penalty for a society where 
killers walk free will be a lawless society that will kill itself eventually.  
 
David & Joab 
You remember when Solomon took over the kingdom from David, Joab was David’s general, but he 
actually became sort of a bane to David; and Joab was the one who killed David’s son, Absalom, though 
David had commanded, “Deal kindly with my son, Joab.”  But Joab thrust him through with the dart.  
David did not take revenge against Joab himself, but when he was turning the kingdom over to his son, 
Solomon, he said, “Remember what Joab has done, and don’t let him go unpunished.”  So, when 
Solomon became king and Joab heard of it, Joab went into the temple, and he grabbed hold of the horns 
of the altar, but Solomon ordered them to go in and to drag him away, and to put him to death.   
 
Application Today / Cloak of Maliciousness 
There is another application for us today is that there are those who think they come to the communion 
table, come to church, read their Bible, and they are covered………….to go do whatever they want.  Paul 
said don’t use the liberties of God as a cloak of maliciousness: 
(1 Peter 2:16 KJV)  As free, and not using your liberty for a cloak of maliciousness, but as the servants of God. 

 
(Exodus 21:15 NKJV)  "And he who strikes his father or his mother shall surely be put to death. 
 
God is Serious 
God is serious about the 5th Command.  When a family is out of control, when the kids do as they will, 
then the family and nation will fall.   
(Exodus 20:12 NKJV)  "Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long upon the land which the LORD your God is 
giving you. 

 
(Exodus 21:16 NKJV)  "He who kidnaps a man and sells him, or if he is found in his hand, shall 
surely be put to death. 
 
God is Serious 
God is serious about kidnapping.  I agree with God here and I think we should institute the death penalty 
for kidnapping in this country as politically incorrect as that may be to some. 
 
(Exodus 21:17 NKJV)  "And he who curses his father or his mother shall surely be put to death. 
 
Again God is Serious / Children had Rights  
So God reiterates how serious He is about order in the home, that even cursing the parents brought the 
death penalty.  However, it also has a built-in protection for the rights of the child, according to 
Deuteronomy 21:18-21. This passage states that the parent did not have the right to carry out this 
punishment, but they had to bring the accused child before the elders and judges of the city. This meant 
that the parent - against all contemporary custom - did not have the absolute power of life and death over 
their children. As a practical matter, the judges of Israel rarely if ever administered the death penalty in 
such cases, yet the child was held accountable. 
(Deuteronomy 21:18 NKJV)  "If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who will not obey the voice of his father or the voice of his 
mother, and who, when they have chastened him, will not heed them, 
(Deuteronomy 21:19 NKJV)  "then his father and his mother shall take hold of him and bring him out to the elders of his city,  to the 
gate of his city. 
(Deuteronomy 21:20 NKJV)  "And they shall say to the elders of his city, 'This son of ours is stubborn and rebellious; he will not 
obey our voice; he is a glutton and a drunkard.' 
(Deuteronomy 21:21 NKJV)  "Then all the men of his city shall stone him to death with stones; so you shall put away the evil from 
among you, and all Israel shall hear and fear. 

 
Order Broken – Society Shaken 
Yet the law discouraging conflict between generations is important. The elder generation, as they grow 
older, is at the mercy of the younger generation. If the younger generation is allowed to carry on open 
warfare with the older generation, the very foundations of society are shaken. 
 



(Exodus 21:18 NKJV)  "If men contend with each other, and one strikes the other with a stone or 
with his fist, and he does not die but is confined to his bed, 
(Exodus 21:19 NKJV)  "if he rises again and walks about outside with his staff, then he who struck 
him shall be acquitted. He shall only pay for the loss of his time, and shall provide for him to be 
thoroughly healed. 
 
Lost Wages 
If, because of a conflict, a man is unable to work (confined to his bed) because of an injury received at the 
hand of another, the one who injured him must pay compensation to the man and his family.  However, if 
the man can recover from the injury, the guilty party was only required to pay for his medical recovery and 
for his lost time.  Though these principles have been abused by the greedy in our modern day, the 
principles themselves still stand. 
 
(Exodus 21:20 NKJV)  "And if a man beats his male or female servant with a rod, so that he dies 
under his hand, he shall surely be punished. 
(Exodus 21:21 NKJV)  "Notwithstanding, if he remains alive a day or two, he shall not be 
punished; for he is his property. 
 
Rebellious Slaves  
God is allowing physical punishment to the rebellious slave.  Lets say a slave refused to work, or was 
caught stealing, or trying to cause an uprising among the other slaves. God allows the master to punish 
the slave. Now where the limits were set on what was punishable and what was not I am not totally sure, 
but Ephesians 6:5-9 and Colossians 4:1 God commands the masters to treat the slaves properly for the 
masters will ultimately answer to God on how they treated their slaves. 
(Colossians 4:1 NKJV)  Masters, give your bondservants what is just and fair, knowing that you also have a Master in heaven. 

 
(Exodus 21:22 NKJV)  "If men fight, and hurt a woman with child, so that she gives birth 
prematurely, yet no harm follows, he shall surely be punished accordingly as the woman's 
husband imposes on him; and he shall pay as the judges determine. 
(Exodus 21:23 NKJV)  "But if any harm follows, then you shall give life for life, 
(Exodus 21:24 NKJV)  "eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, 
(Exodus 21:25 NKJV)  "burn for burn, wound for wound, stripe for stripe. 
 
God see Unborn as Living 
God considers the unborn child a living being. People who are pro-choice are ill informed, they know not 
the heart of God. Memorize this passage to be able to recall in that next discussion on abortion. 
 
Jews Retaliation Mandatory / Context of Hurting a Child – God’s Heart for Them 
In Matthew 5:38 Jesus will relate this passage to retaliation.  The Jews took the passage in Exodus and 
made it mandatory but Jesus elevates it to say if a person punches you that does not mean you punch 
them back.  In the contact context here, God is speaking about punishment to be dealt out to anyone that  
harms a little child. God is the protector of the little ones and Jesus displays Gods heart, as the God-man, 
that meek and mild Jesus say, you hurt one of these kids my fury will be upon you. This week (August 
2006) the images of that grisly murder of Jon Beret Ramsey are headline news again after 10 years with 
this suspect being arrested. I do not know if he is guilty, but Gods fury will come upon the one that is 
guilty. The same warning goes to these parents that beat their kids severely, to the pedophile, Gods fury 
will come, repent while forgiveness can be found. 
 
(Exodus 21:26 NKJV)  "If a man strikes the eye of his male or female servant, and destroys it, he 
shall let him go free for the sake of his eye. 
(Exodus 21:27 NKJV)  "And if he knocks out the tooth of his male or female servant, he shall let 
him go free for the sake of his tooth. 
 
Servant got Freedom / God Protecting Slaves 
Here we see the grace part of what was corrupted into revenge as the years passed, for we clearly see 
grace here, the slave was to be freed.  The principle of eye for an eye has a different application for 



servants. The servant, if injured by the master, received something more precious than an eye - his 
freedom.  If this did not teach them humanity, it taught them caution, as one rash blow might have 
deprived them of all right to the future services of the slave; and this self-interest obliged them to be 
cautious and circumspect. 
 
Amazing God Concerned of the Tooth / Establishing a Nation / God Cares for You 
Amazing, the Creator of the Universe speaking His Law to the new nation, and He doesn't tell them how 
to set up their army, run treasury, build the roadways, stimulate the economy, but He is concerned about 
the tooth of a slave. He says to you that He knows the number of hairs on your head, catches your tears 
in a bottle, for He is an intimate and personal God who cares about every detail of your life, even your 
toothache. 
 

The Judgments – Concerning Animal Control (Ex 21:28-36) 
 
(Exodus 21:28 NKJV)  "If an ox gores a man or a woman to death, then the ox shall surely be 
stoned, and its flesh shall not be eaten; but the owner of the ox shall be acquitted. 
(Exodus 21:29 NKJV)  "But if the ox tended to thrust with its horn in times past, and it has been 
made known to his owner, and he has not kept it confined, so that it has killed a man or a woman, 
the ox shall be stoned and its owner also shall be put to death. 
 
Negligence not escape / Drunk Driving / Think Thoroughly  
God makes it clear that negligence is not an escape for the death penalty, I would liken that today to 
drunk driving, I didn't mean to kill that person, it was an accident, I was drunk The effects and the dangers 
of drinking and driving are as dangerous as letting a crazed ox loose.  Negligence is not an escape for the 
death penalty, so consider you actions thoroughly before you do something.   
 
(Exodus 21:30 NKJV)  "If there is imposed on him a sum of money, then he shall pay to redeem 
his life, whatever is imposed on him. 
(Exodus 21:31 NKJV)  "Whether it has gored a son or gored a daughter, according to this 
judgment it shall be done to him. 
(Exodus 21:32 NKJV)  "If the ox gores a male or female servant, he shall give to their master thirty 
shekels of silver, and the ox shall be stoned. 
 
Jeremiah Prophecy of Jesus 
Zechariah, prophetic concerning Jesus Christ said, “And price for me the price that you will.  And they 
priced for me thirty pieces of silver."  And it said, “Cast it to the potter.”  And in the New Testament we 
read that Judas Iscariot went to the priest and he conspired to betray Jesus for what?  Thirty pieces of 
silver, the price of a gored slave.  He said, “Price the price that you would price for me, a goodly price, 
thirty pieces of silver.”  
(Zechariah 11:12 NKJV)  Then I said to them, "If it is agreeable to you, give me my wages; and if not, refrain." So they weighed out 
for my wages thirty pieces of silver. 
(Zechariah 11:13 NKJV)  And the LORD said to me, "Throw it to the potter"; that princely price they set on me. So I took the thirty 
pieces of silver and threw them into the house of the LORD for the potter. 
 
 (Matthew 26:15 NKJV)  and said, "What are you willing to give me if I deliver Him to you?" And they counted out to him thirty pieces 
of silver. 

 
(Exodus 21:33 NKJV)  "And if a man opens a pit, or if a man digs a pit and does not cover it, and 
an ox or a donkey falls in it, 
(Exodus 21:34 NKJV)  "the owner of the pit shall make it good; he shall give money to their owner, 
but the dead animal shall be his. 
(Exodus 21:35 NKJV)  "If one man's ox hurts another's, so that it dies, then they shall sell the live 
ox and divide the money from it; and the dead ox they shall also divide. 
(Exodus 21:36 NKJV)  "Or if it was known that the ox tended to thrust in time past, and its owner 
has not kept it confined, he shall surely pay ox for ox, and the dead animal shall be his own. 
 
Cisterns – Open Pits / You Break it you Bought It 



Now, their water was usually kept in cisterns.  They would dig these large caves into the rocks, and they 
would divert the flow of water into the caves, and these cisterns were their reservoirs.  And they would 
usually cover over the top with a stone, or with planks.  And so, when you would go to get the water out of 
the cistern, let the bucket down in to get your water, you would pull the planks back, and let the bucket in.  
Now, if you didn’t pull the planks over the top again, left the open pit, and an ox or a donkey would fall into 
it.  These laws communicate the principle of "you-break-it-you-bought-it." If your negligence resulted in 
the death of your neighbor's animal, you were obligated to recompense your neighbor 
 
Conclusion 
Isn’t it amazing how much detail God gets into in this chapter. He deals with what happen when an ox 
dies, when a servants tooth is knocked out. If Jesus is so into the details of an ox, how much more so He 
is about you, the one He was willing to be pierced for.  He will take care of every detail of your life, every 
concern, every threat, for He cares for you. 
(Psalms 139:17 NKJV)  How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God! How great is the sum of them! 
(Psalms 139:18 NKJV)  If I should count them, they would be more in number than the sand; When I awake, I am still with You. 



Exodus 22 
The Judgments – Concerning: Property and Moral Principles 

 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
Next 20 Chapter – Details of 10 / Grey Areas Defined – Pregnant Woman – Gored by Ox 
For the next 20 chapters we will look at the lower level details of the 10 commandments.  You can look at 
each topic we will discuss in the next 20 chapters and see that it fits in at least one of the 10 
Commandments. For some commands we will see grey areas defined.  For instance the question would 
eventually be asked, there was a fight and a pregnant women accidentally got hit, and the baby died, is 
that murder. Or, my ox gored someone to death, is that my fault, should I be punished. So the Lord is 
bringing some clarity to issues that may not be black and white. 
 
Great Blessing – See Heart of God / See God’s Fairness – Protection / Rich or Poor 
One of the blessings of studying these judgments is that we will get a deeper understanding of Gods 
heart, and how He sees things. We will clearly see the fairness of God. We will see God’s care and 
protection for each person, whether rich or poor, free or slave. 
 
Beautiful Pictures Prophetically of Jesus 
In many of these judgments we will see beautiful prophetic pictures of Jesus. It is my personal opinion 
that if you spend enough time you will find Him in every one of these topics. 
 
(Exodus 22:1 NKJV)  "If a man steals an ox or a sheep, and slaughters it or sells it, he shall restore 
five oxen for an ox and four sheep for a sheep. 
 
Private Ownership Upheld 
The right of private ownership is upheld in the scriptures. 
 
Thief Better Think – Could end in Slavery 
The thief had better think before he steals because it could cost Him greatly if he gets caught; five to one 
for an ox, four to one for a sheep in terms of restitution. Now you would think if he is stealing he probably 
doest have the five or the four. So he could find himself having to sell himself into slavery for 6 years 
(Exodus 22:3). If he does have the five or four then he could find himself coming on some very hard times 
financially. Mind you the ox was for plowing, it was the family car, and then it would be for food with part 
of the meat being sold in the market for cash to buy other goods; so big risk to steal.  
 
God’s Wisdom – Man’s Wisdom / Today cost everyone but the Thief / Rehab through Restitution  
If caught then have to pay back.  Look at Gods wisdom compared to mans. Today a man gets caught 
stealing, lets say after the fact, all he has stolen has been sold off, so the thief goes to jail, the owner is 
out the money, or the insurance company is, the thief cost the state around 50,000 a year so the taxpayer 
is now out the money, the thief watches television, gets three meals a day, full medical and dental, and 
hardly has to work. Why would thieves fear stealing for it literally cost them nothing if they get caught. 
Today man’s wisdom is we are going to bring rehabilitation by raising their self-esteem. Gods wisdom is 
rehabilitation through restitution, you steal, it will cost you in the wallet, not the other persons wallet. 
 
Today Prisons Busting at Seam 
In this county, as in every other county and state, the prisons are busting at the seam for lack of space.  
The resultant is that many criminals are getting early releases to make room for the new criminals.  The 
ridiculous thing is that statistically 50% of all criminals are repeat offenders.  So they are releasing 
criminals to make room for the new criminals that they have just previously released – brilliant! 
 



Not Incarceration but Restitution  
In God’s economy, justice was not based on incarceration, but on restitution.   
 
(Exodus 22:2 NKJV)  "If the thief is found breaking in, and he is struck so that he dies, there shall 
be no guilt for his bloodshed. 
(Exodus 22:3 NKJV)  "If the sun has risen on him, there shall be guilt for his bloodshed. He should 
make full restitution; if he has nothing, then he shall be sold for his theft. 
 
Again - Sold as Thief 
So if he could not make restitution he would be sold as a slave and the owner would get his money back. 
 
God gives Grace to Thief  
God protects the thief, God shows grace here. This judgment says in the broad daylight you should be 
able to determine if the intruder was armed or not, did he pose a threat or not 
 
Increased Light – Increased Responsibility  
So with increased light comes increased responsibility.  So he who has light must live up to the light, he 
must live in the light. 
 
(Exodus 22:4 NKJV)  "If the theft is certainly found alive in his hand, whether it is an ox or donkey 
or sheep, he shall restore double. 
 
Numbers 5 – Thief’s Conscience / God’s Grace Again / LA Riots 
He pays double if caught.  Interestingly in Numbers 5:6-7 says that if a thief’s conscience bothered him 
after stealing he could return the possession and only have to pay a 20% above that which he took.  So 
maybe if he stole a sheep he returned the sheep with a chicken or something.  God gives grace to a 
person who maybe was caught up in emotion, was under stress and did something foolish.  I am 
reminded of the LA riots and how the city went crazy, people were looting, breaking into stores, and it was 
insanity.  A reporter was outside a store as a man came out carrying a television and the reporter asked 
him why he was taking it, and the guy stopped and looking bewildered said, I don’t know.  Apparently he 
didn’t need it, was just caught up in the moment of the craziness.  God gives grace, so should we, a good 
principle to remember when dealing with our kids.  Speaking of the LA riots, the city of LA set up return 
center and told people you can return the stole items with no questions asked.  They had warehouses full 
of returned items as men and woman wanted to clear their conscience.  
(Numbers 5:6 NKJV)  "Speak to the children of Israel: 'When a man or woman commits any sin that men commit in unfaithfulness 
against the LORD, and that person is guilty, 
(Numbers 5:7 NKJV)  'then he shall confess the sin which he has committed. He shall make restitution for his trespass in full, plus 
one-fifth of it, and give it to the one he has wronged. 

 
(Exodus 22:5 NKJV)  "If a man causes a field or vineyard to be grazed, and lets loose his animal, 
and it feeds in another man's field, he shall make restitution from the best of his own field and the 
best of his own vineyard. 
 
Don’t give Second Best / Donation Centers 
God says don’t give them second best, but the very best; if you lose your best once and you’ll be more 
careful about being careless with your responsibilities.  Speaking of giving the best, on a different note, 
my personal approach to giving donations is not to give junk.  So many people give junk and the donation 
centers have to go through the junk, pick it out, and then they have to take it to the dump.  If it is trash, 
save them the time and pitch it yourself.  By the way, when William Booth the founder of the Salvation 
Army said go for the lost and go for the worst of them, he wasn’t talking about their furniture. 
 
(Exodus 22:6 NKJV)  "If fire breaks out and catches in thorns, so that stacked grain, standing 
grain, or the field is consumed, he who kindled the fire shall surely make restitution. 
 
Burn to Clear Fields / Think beyond Self / Police Chaplain 
They didn't have tractors and lawn mowers so they would burn the fields to clear them. God warns to be 
careful about your neighbor’s field. God is speaking a heart that says think beyond yourself, continually 



be thinking how will this affect someone else.  As police chaplain I often ride with police officers and I am 
ever so amazed at the selfishness of man. I am reminded of a man who didn’t feel like bagging his grass 
clippings so when he was done he would dump it over the fence on to this 80 year old woman’s lawn next 
door. I am reminded of the guy who wanted a two car garage rather than a one, so he built a two car 
garage that took 3 feet of his neighbor’s yard. I’ve lost count of how many times we have been called 
because someone won’t clean up their dogs waste out of the neighbor’s yard. 
(Matthew 7:12 NKJV)  "Therefore, whatever you want men to do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets. 

 
Heart of the Law 
God is laying out the heart of the law of God. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, mind and soul, 
and love your neighbor as yourself: 
(Matthew 22:36 NKJV)  "Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?" 
(Matthew 22:37 NKJV)  Jesus said to him, " 'You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all 
your mind.' 
(Matthew 22:38 NKJV)  "This is the first and great commandment. 
(Matthew 22:39 NKJV)  "And the second is like it: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' 
(Matthew 22:40 NKJV)  "On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets." 

 
(Exodus 22:7 NKJV)  "If a man delivers to his neighbor money or articles to keep, and it is stolen 
out of the man's house, if the thief is found, he shall pay double. 
(Exodus 22:8 NKJV)  "If the thief is not found, then the master of the house shall be brought to the 
judges to see whether he has put his hand into his neighbor's goods. 
(Exodus 22:9 NKJV)  "For any kind of trespass, whether it concerns an ox, a donkey, a sheep, or 
clothing, or for any kind of lost thing which another claims to be his, the cause of both parties 
shall come before the judges; and whomever the judges condemn shall pay double to his 
neighbor. 
 
Stolen on Vacation 
So a man goes on vacation and says hey neighbor can you watch my ox while I am gone, and then 
during that time away the ox is stolen, they take it to the judges to determine if someone tried to pull a fast 
one on the owner while he was away and no one was watching. 
 
Insurance Fraud / Stolen Car 
Today’s application to me is insurance fraud or scams.  I read an article that says insurance fraud cost 
the insurance companies 80 billion a year. I’m reminded of the guy I knew whose car got stolen. Now the 
funny thing was I saw his slim-Jim in his new car. He kept the Slim-Jim to help people who locked 
themselves out of their car at work or the store. I said to him, so what’s up with the slim-Jim in the new 
car, and he knew he was busted because if his car got stolen so would the slim-Jim. 
 
Details to Commands 8 and 10 
These judgments are the details of, thy shall not steal, and thy shall not covet thy neighbors goods. 
(Exodus 20:15 NKJV)  "You shall not steal. 
 
(Exodus 20:17 NKJV)  "You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, nor his male servant, 
nor his female servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor anything that is your neighbor's." 

 
(Exodus 22:10 NKJV)  "If a man delivers to his neighbor a donkey, an ox, a sheep, or any animal to 
keep, and it dies, is hurt, or driven away, no one seeing it, 
(Exodus 22:11 NKJV)  "then an oath of the LORD shall be between them both, that he has not put 
his hand into his neighbor's goods; and the owner of it shall accept that, and he shall not make it 
good. 
 
Stolen on Vacation / Let your Yes be Yes 
If the animal is stolen on vacation and the neighbor said I did not steal it, God says His word is good 
enough.  The heart of this is that our yes should be yes, and when we something people don’t question.  
It is the issue of integrity.  
(James 5:12 NKJV)  But above all, my brethren, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or with any other oath. But let your 
"Yes," be "Yes," and your "No," "No," lest you fall into judgment. 



 
Will give an Account / Hebrews 4 
If a man was lying, he will stand before God and give an account.  Hebrews 4:13 says all things are 
naked and open before Him: 
(Hebrews 4:13 NKJV)  And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom 
we must give account. 

 
So Much More to Give 
I believe that we as believers short-change ourselves all the times.  We aren’t totally honest, or we cheat 
a little here or there, hold a grudge or bitterness, and we think well we are saved so what is the judgment 
to come against us.  God isn’t going to kill us.  I believe that we reduce the blessings that God wants to 
flow to us when we violate even these little things.  God wants to pour out so much more, and we don’t 
even realize that He wants to.  We think we are so blessed now, what more could He give…………….the 
answer is plenty more.  It is like my son, he is greatly blessed, and lives a great life, but he doesn’t realize 
that I want to bless him even more, but his lack of discipline, or outright rebellion causes me to hold back 
more blessings because I never want him to think that he can go against my word, and I am going to 
bless him for it.  So he gets his standard allotment of blessing if you will, not realizing that I wanted to give 
him even more than he has now.  Gets so much just because of his position in the home, but lacks so 
much when he rebels against the rules of the home.  
 
(Exodus 22:12 NKJV)  "But if, in fact, it is stolen from him, he shall make restitution to the owner 
of it. 
(Exodus 22:13 NKJV)  "If it is torn to pieces by a beast, then he shall bring it as evidence, and he 
shall not make good what was torn. 
 
If Attacked – Evidence 
So if the animal was attacked by another animal, the torn body was evidence enough. 
 
(Exodus 22:14 NKJV)  "And if a man borrows anything from his neighbor, and it becomes injured 
or dies, the owner of it not being with it, he shall surely make it good. 
(Exodus 22:15 NKJV)  "If its owner was with it, he shall not make it good; if it was hired, it came 
for its hire. 
 
Borrowed – Helping - Rented 
If you borrow an ox from your neighbor to plow with, and while you’re plowing with that ox, it keels over 
and dies, then you’ve got to pay your neighbor for the ox.  If your neighbor came with it, and he’s plowing 
with you, then you don’t have to pay anything.  Or, if you hired it, if you rented it from him, then you didn’t 
have to make restitution. 
 
Don’t Borrow – Don’t Lend 
I tell my son all the time, don’t borrow what you can’t afford to buy, and don t lend out what you can’t 
afford to lose. 
 
(Exodus 22:16 NKJV)  "If a man entices a virgin who is not betrothed, and lies with her, he shall 
surely pay the bride-price for her to be his wife. 
(Exodus 22:17 NKJV)  "If her father utterly refuses to give her to him, he shall pay money 
according to the bride-price of virgins. 
 
God’s Economy 
In God’s economy again, the point at which a man had relations with a woman, was the point he 
essentially said – I do.  Once there was sexual involvement, they were married.  Imagine if that be the 
case today, people today sure would think twice about casual sex.   Hollywood would have trouble filling 
30 minute sitcoms and making movies.  Now if the dad said no to the marriage, the man would have to 
pay the dowry, and go home with nothing.  That is an expensive one night stand. 
 
Can’t Divorce / Wish Dead Some Days / Would be a Free Man Today 



In Deuteronomy it says the man couldn’t divorce her, the marriage was for life. Not trying to be funny 
here, but there would be days where this man wished he had been stoned no doubt, saying death would 
be far better than this daily misery I have to live.  I remember having dinner one day and there was this 
older couple in their 70’s, and the wife said something off the wall, and her husband looked at me and 
said if I would have killed her 40 years like I wanted I would be on parole today and a free man. 
(Deuteronomy 22:28 NKJV)  "If a man finds a young woman who is a virgin, who is not betrothed, and he seizes her and lies with 
her, and they are found out, 
(Deuteronomy 22:29 NKJV)  "then the man who lay with her shall give to the young woman's father fifty shekels of silver, and she 
shall be his wife because he has humbled her; he shall not be permitted to divorce her all his days. 

 
(Exodus 22:18 NKJV)  "You shall not permit a sorceress to live. 
 
Drugs 
We have talked about this before, Galatians 5, speaking of the works of the flesh says sorceress, and the 
word in the Greek is “pharmakeia,”, where we get our word for pharmacy (drugs). People often times 
would take drugs to open themselves up to the occult, so I believe the application here is twofold, don’t 
get into drugs or the occult.  When a person is under the influence of drugs, obviously they are more apt 
to be lead by Satan, and do things they normally would not have if they were in a clear state. 
(Galatians 5:19 NKJV)  Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 
(Galatians 5:20 NKJV)  idolatry, sorcery (pharmakeia), hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, 
dissensions, heresies, 
(Galatians 5:21 NKJV)  envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in 
time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

 
(Exodus 22:19 NKJV)  "Whoever lies with an animal shall surely be put to death. 
 
Practice of Canaanites  
This was a common practice of the Canaanites.  God says don’t allow their influence to pollute your 
nation. 
 
(Exodus 22:20 NKJV)  "He who sacrifices to any god, except to the LORD only, he shall be utterly 
destroyed. 
(Exodus 22:21 NKJV)  "You shall neither mistreat a stranger nor oppress him, for you were 
strangers in the land of Egypt. 
 
Accept Stranger – Not Strange god 
Accept the stranger, but not the strange god. God says remember you were once strangers. Application 
today is that we once walked in darkness and have come into the Light, and we should remind ourselves 
that the lost are spiritually blinded and we are not holier than thou, but we are saved by grace. We accept 
you as you are in hopes of a spiritual awakening in your life, but we won't accept your strange practices or 
strange god. 
(1 Peter 2:9 NKJV)  But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may 
proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 

 
(Exodus 22:22 NKJV)  "You shall not afflict any widow or fatherless child. 
(Exodus 22:23 NKJV)  "If you afflict them in any way, and they cry at all to Me, I will surely hear 
their cry; 
(Exodus 22:24 NKJV)  "and My wrath will become hot, and I will kill you with the sword; your 
wives shall be widows, and your children fatherless. 
 
God Hears Cries of Widows & Orphans / Get Blessed at Serving – Soup – Assisted Living 
God hears the cries of the widows and orphans. If you want a ministry to be blessed by, minister to 
widows and orphans because God promises a blessing and protection upon them and you can be sure 
the blessings will overflow unto you. That is why we are involved with the assisted-living ministries, the 
orphanage in Nicaragua, the soup kitchen in Curtis Bay because those things are the heart of the Father. 
Pray about being involved in them and watch what the Lord will do in your life.  You see if God hears their 
cries, than that means He also hears their rejoicing, and when He does He will see the source that has 
supplied the rejoicing. 



 
(Exodus 22:25 NKJV)  "If you lend money to any of My people who are poor among you, you shall 
not be like a moneylender to him; you shall not charge him interest. 
 
Don’t Market your Brother 
God’s people were not to charge interest upon another.  God says the same today, do not market your 
brother, give him what is just and fair.  How sad when people come into the church, have a business, and 
overcharge for service they provide to their brother in Christ. 
 
(Exodus 22:26 NKJV)  "If you ever take your neighbor's garment as a pledge, you shall return it to 
him before the sun goes down. 
(Exodus 22:27 NKJV)  "For that is his only covering, it is his garment for his skin. What will he 
sleep in? And it will be that when he cries to Me, I will hear, for I am gracious. 
 
God’s Concern for the Poor 
If man so poor all that he has for collateral is his coat, God says to give it back so that he is warm. God 
ever so concerned about the poor and needy, 
 
(Exodus 22:28 NKJV)  "You shall not revile God, nor curse a ruler of your people. 
 
Better Translations 
The newer translations have these render more appropriately for the context that it fits, and that is the 
word for God is judges or leaders.  The word is ‘elohim”, same word for God, but it is also used in the 
Scriptures when speaking of leaders and judges.  So these are the judgments,  and so, He’s really 
addressing this now to those men who would be appointed as judge, which you shall set before them.  
 
Mormons 
And so, it is unfortunate that the Mormons have taken this particular statement of Jesus, and developed 
from it this elaborate concept that if you are a faithful Mormon, have your marriage sealed in the temple, 
wear your proper underwear, that one day you and your wife can go to some planet there in the universe, 
and you can populate that planet, and you will be god.  You and your wife will be the god over that planet, 
and you’ll be able to oversee its development, and all; and they’ve developed that whole system of 
thought on the one verse of Jesus where He said, “Did not I say in the law that ye were gods?”  But this 
was a reference just to the judges; not saying that we’re going to be elevated to a god state sometime in 
the future.  God knows I don’t even want that, I wouldn’t want the responsibility of it.  I’m hoping for 
something better in the eternal future than having to look over a bunch of people. 
(John 10:34 NKJV)  Jesus answered them, "Is it not written in your law, 'I said, "You are gods"'? 

 
God wants us to Honor Leaders 
So you shall not revile your leaders, which means to despise, God says we are not to despise our 
leaders.  We may not respect the person but we are to respect the position. Does it mean we have to 
agree with all their policies – no, but we do have to agree with all their rulings unless they are in defiance 
to the Word of God. 
 
(Exodus 22:29 NKJV)  "You shall not delay to offer the first of your ripe produce and your juices. 
The firstborn of your sons you shall give to Me. 
 
First Fruits – Tithing  
The principle of tithing is here in the Law. 
 
Firstborn to Serve in Priesthood  
The firstborn son in every family would be serving as priest, for initially; God desired that every family 
participate in this glorious calling. 
(Exodus 13:1 NKJV)  Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 
(Exodus 13:2 NKJV)  "Consecrate to Me all the firstborn, whatever opens the womb among the children of Israel, both of man and 
beast; it is Mine." 

 



(Exodus 22:30 NKJV)  "Likewise you shall do with your oxen and your sheep. It shall be with its 
mother seven days; on the eighth day you shall give it to Me. 
 
Give it up on 8th Day 
God is saying don’t put off giving to me what is due to me.  I am reminded of the farmer who had two 
calf’s.  He told his wife God has been so good to me I am going to keep one for us, and then sell the other 
when it is full-grown and give all the money to the Lord.  After a few months had past one day the farmer 
came into the house with a long face and the wife said honey what is wrong.  The farmer said I am sorry 
to announce that last night God’s calf died. 
 
(Exodus 22:31 NKJV)  "And you shall be holy men to Me: you shall not eat meat torn by beasts in 
the field; you shall throw it to the dogs. 
 
Be Set Apart / Don’t be like those Around You 
Be holy to Me, means to be set apart. God is saying be set apart for me, don’t be like the others around 
you, but be holy, set apart for me.  The nations around them would eat meat of the beast torn apart in the 
filed, but God calls them to a higher place. 
 
Holiness – Position – Process / Further Away from World – Closer to God 
Un-holiness is all around, darkness is all around us.  There is holiness the position, and that is imputed 
unto us through the cross, we are set apart, called His own. Then there is holiness the process, as we are 
set apart from the world and daily get further and further away it, and get closer and closer to the Lord. 
 
Un-Holiness All Around Us / Inch by Inch – Become Desensitized 
Un-holiness is all around us; we can say how terrible it is, but inch-by-inch we can allow pieces of it into 
our lives and become desensitized to its draw and poison. 
 
What Direction are You going 
What is the direction you are going in tonight?  Towards Him or away from Him.  God says you shall be 
holy men and woman to Me! 
 
 
 



Exodus 23 

Separating from the Common 
 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
Next 20 Chapter – Details of 10 / Grey Areas Defined – Pregnant Woman – Gored by Ox 
For the next 20 chapters we will look at the lower level details of the 10 commandments.  You can look at 
each topic we will discuss in the next 20 chapters and see that it fits in at least one of the 10 
Commandments. For some commands we will see grey areas defined.  For instance the question would 
eventually be asked, there was a fight and a pregnant women accidentally got hit, and the baby died, is 
that murder. Or, my ox gored someone to death, is that my fault, should I be punished. So the Lord is 
bringing some clarity to issues that may not be black and white. 
 
Great Blessing – See Heart of God / See God’s Fairness – Protection / Rich or Poor 
One of the blessings of studying these judgments is that we will get a deeper understanding of Gods 
heart, and how He sees things. We will clearly see the fairness of God. We will see God’s care and 
protection for each person, whether rich or poor, free or slave. 
 
Beautiful Pictures Prophetically of Jesus 
In many of these judgments we will see beautiful prophetic pictures of Jesus. It is my personal opinion 
that if you spend enough time you will find Him in every one of these topics. 
 
Separating from the Common 
What we have seen in the past chapters and this one coming up, is God’s call for the people of Israel to 
separate themselves from the common practices of the people and nations that surrounded them.  God 
calls them to not absorb those practices, to not allow their practices to creep into their lives.  The last 
verse of chapter 22 says to be holy men unto Him, not being like the people around them.  Well, 
everything we will read tonight is still applicable to us, if not in a specific actual application, all of them in a 
spiritual way.  It is too easy to let the practices of the world around us to creep into our lives, sometimes 
so subtlety that we don’t even realize it.  That is why I really appreciate going through these chapters that 
seem so obscure to us, but truly are deep wells of life for all who will drill into them. 
(Exodus 22:31 NKJV)  "And you shall be holy men to Me………………….. 

 
(Exodus 23:1 NKJV)  "You shall not circulate a false report. Do not put your hand with the wicked 
to be an unrighteous witness. 
 
Gossip – Destruction / Forgiven Much – Loves Much 
Verse 1 You shall not circulate a false report - Again, gossip and back-biting in the Body of Christ how it 
destroys and quenches the Spirit of God within His Church.  How so-called mature Christians who have 
studied the Word for years can have a problem with someone, and do everything but, what the word says 
to do, they get on the phone, the internet, start a committee, everything but what the word says to go and 
talk to that brother in love, to show grace and love, and to see hey maybe that brother is in trouble and 
this is an early warning to help them.  Christian, act your age, your spiritual age.  All I can ever say is how 
much we have been forgiven, how wretched our sin is in light of the Holy God, how can we find ourselves 
passing judgment unto another.  The Bible declares that he who has been forgiven much, loves much, 
how much have we been forgiven.  All are forgiven much, it is just a matter of remembering that. 
(Luke 7:47 NKJV)  "Therefore I say to you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she loved much. But to whom little is forgiven, 
the same loves little." 
(Luke 7:48 NKJV)  Then He said to her, "Your sins are forgiven." 

 
(Exodus 23:2 NKJV)  "You shall not follow a crowd to do evil; nor shall you testify in a dispute so 
as to turn aside after many to pervert justice. 



 
Peer Pressure / Dead fish Floating 
Verse 2 - "You shall not follow a crowd to do evil - The pressures of peer pressure; It is tough to go 
against the flow, the crowd, but any dead fish can go with the flow of the current.  It takes no spiritual 
might to go with the flow. 
 
(Exodus 23:3 NKJV)  "You shall not show partiality to a poor man in his dispute. 
 
Easy to Jump to Conclusion / Show Partiality 
That is either feeling sorry for the poor against the rich, or looking down upon the poor.  God says to show 
no partiality.  What we read here is the OT word that we know so well in the NT, in the book of James.  
Now, how easy to jump to some conclusion that they are poor, homeless, whatever because they were 
on drugs, or too lazy to work.  We never know the whole story. 
(James 2:1 NKJV)  My brethren, do not hold the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with partiality. 
(James 2:2 NKJV)  For if there should come into your assembly a man with gold rings, in fine apparel, and there should also come 
in a poor man in filthy clothes, 
(James 2:3 NKJV)  and you pay attention to the one wearing the fine clothes and say to him, "You sit here in a good place," and say 
to the poor man, "You stand there," or, "Sit here at my footstool," 
(James 2:4 NKJV)  have you not shown partiality among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? 
(James 2:5 NKJV)  Listen, my beloved brethren: Has God not chosen the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the 
kingdom which He promised to those who love Him? 
(James 2:6 NKJV)  But you have dishonored the poor man. Do not the rich oppress you and drag you into the courts? 
(James 2:7 NKJV)  Do they not blaspheme that noble name by which you are called? 
(James 2:8 NKJV)  If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself," you do well; 
(James 2:9 NKJV)  but if you show partiality, you commit sin, and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 

 
Man in Calf / Shelters – Soup Kitchens 
I remember I was eating at the IN & Out Burgers in California, good burgers, but I saw this man sleeping 
next to the street grate, trying to keep warm.  So I went up to him and offered him some food, which he 
declined.  We started to talk, and I’ll tell you he was beat-up, worn-out, aged 20 years over his actual.  As 
we talked of course I start with think that he is on drugs, an alcoholic, but I soon realized I was wrong; 
now he wouldn’t take any food, didn’t try to hit me up for money, knew the Lord I believe, and when it 
came time to leave I asked to pray for him, which he allowed me to do; and then he laid hands on me to 
pray for me………..and amazingly he prayed for me very specific things that I had asked the Lord to 
speak to me about that very morning.  What I am getting to is that I assumed he was destitute because of 
drugs and alcohol, but I was wrong.  I asked him how he came to this place, sleeping on the street, 
homeless and down and out.  He told me that at one time he was very successful, had a family and great 
life.  But he found out his wife was cheating on him, and she took off and left him.  So he left his home 
and job, took all his money and set out on finding them, to kill them.  He said he ran himself broke in the 
attempt, but after years he finally found them, but when it came time to kill them, he couldn’t because he 
knew he would be violating God’s will.  So there he was, that was his story.  I meet many a poor at soup 
kitchens, shelters, and what not and ask their story and some of them are stories of divorce, cancer, job 
losses, and it isn’t always drugs and alcohol, or selfish decisions. 
 
(Exodus 23:4 NKJV)  "If you meet your enemy's ox or his donkey going astray, you shall surely 
bring it back to him again. 
(Exodus 23:5 NKJV)  "If you see the donkey of one who hates you lying under its burden, and you 
would refrain from helping it, you shall surely help him with it. 
 
Malice / Practical Application 
That is called malice in the New Testament, and malice is enjoying seeing bad things happen to people, 
and seeing the bad makes a person feel good.  A person says good they had it coming to them.  The 
more practical application for us today are those people in our lives, maybe that irritating co-worker, that 
neighbor who takes your parking space, dogs running wild, just inconsiderate, but when the “burden” 
comes upon them, that job loss, the divorce, the rebellious kids, the illness, that comes the place where 
we can come and help lift the burden off of them, stand beside them in their time of trail.   
(Ephesians 4:30 NKJV)  And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 
(Ephesians 4:31 NKJV)  Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be put away from you, with all malice. 
(Ephesians 4:32 NKJV)  And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God in Christ forgave you. 



 
Perfect place for Reconciliation 
This may be the place that reconciliation may come because you showed them love.  It is a perfect place 
to be salt and light in this dark and flavorless world. 
(Matthew 5:13 NKJV)  "You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for 
nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men. 
(Matthew 5:14 NKJV)  "You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 

 
(Exodus 23:6 NKJV)  "You shall not pervert the judgment of your poor in his dispute. 
(Exodus 23:7 NKJV)  "Keep yourself far from a false matter; do not kill the innocent and righteous. 
For I will not justify the wicked. 
 
Abortion 
Verse 7 - do not kill the innocent and righteous. For I will not justify the wicked - 40 million babies in 40 
years. 
 
(Exodus 23:8 NKJV)  "And you shall take no bribe, for a bribe blinds the discerning and perverts 
the words of the righteous. 
 
Lady of Justice / Superstars on Trial 
If you ever see the woman of justice holding the scales, with the blindfold on, this is where they get the 
principle from for what our forefathers intended our justice system to be.  No prejudice, no he with the 
most money walks, but that the truth will be presented, and the law will be applied according to the law.  I 
wonder what would happen if all the jury was blindfolded during trials; for I wonder if these rich and 
famous people would get off as so many of them have.  Is it because they are famous, or because they 
are rich and they can get lawyers to find loopholes in the law to get them off. 
 
(Exodus 23:9 NKJV)  "Also you shall not oppress a stranger, for you know the heart of a stranger, 
because you were strangers in the land of Egypt. 
 
Repeat – Important to Him 
You were strangers, and remember what it was like, and show compassion.  God has said this several 
times over now.  When God repeats a matter it is because He wants us to understand how important it is 
to Him.   
 
Strangers Today 
Our country is filled with strangers, and I am not going to get into the whole illegal alien issue other than 
to say that this country is based on the law, and no man or business can chose which laws they wish to 
apply.  A country without laws being upheld will fall into disorder.  But be that as it may, you won’t find me 
picketing or getting signatures, but what I do see is as long as they are here they are strangers that we 
should not oppress, nor should we have resentment towards them, but look at them as opportunities to 
grow the kingdom of God.  Pray to the Lord on how to reach them and connect them with God. 
 
(Exodus 23:10 NKJV)  "Six years you shall sow your land and gather in its produce, 
(Exodus 23:11 NKJV)  "but the seventh year you shall let it rest and lie fallow, that the poor of your 
people may eat; and what they leave, the beasts of the field may eat. In like manner you shall do 
with your vineyard and your olive grove. 
 
Not all Same Schedule / God’s Welfare System – Provision / No Work – No Eat  
Now not all of Israel was on the same schedule, they didn’t start harvesting every inch of the land once 
then came into it, so what that did was leave areas all over the land for the poor to come and gather and 
be fed.  This is God’s welfare system, He established provisions and protection for them, but note that the 
person had to come gather themselves, else they didn’t eat.  So here it is, if you won’t get it, that is on 
you, don’t cry to the State, or curse God.  The NT says if a man will not work, neither shall he eat: 
(2 Thessalonians 3:10 NKJV)  For even when we were with you, we commanded you this: If anyone will not work, neither shall he 
eat. 

 



Also – Built in Miracle & Faith / Israel Refused – 70 Years Captivity 
This law also was a built in miracle, and a built in call to faith.  The miracle was that every 6th year the 
land would produce enough for 2 years, and the faith part was believing that God was able and would do 
that.  Unfortunately for Israel, they refused to believe and trust the Lord, they failed to rest the fields, and 
thus God brought judgment against them.  These words of God we are reading were not suggestions, but 
commandments.  So Israel went 490 years without resting the land, so the Lord sentenced them to 70 
years of captivity out of the land, in the strange land of Babylon.  
(Jeremiah 25:11 NKJV)  'And this whole land shall be a desolation and an astonishment, and these nations shall serve the king of 
Babylon seventy years. 

 
(Exodus 23:12 NKJV)  "Six days you shall do your work, and on the seventh day you shall rest, 
that your ox and your donkey may rest, and the son of your female servant and the stranger may 
be refreshed. 
 
People say Law Demanding / Miss His Tender Heart / Yoke with Me 
We see God’s heart goes out not just to the chosen people of Israel, but of the workers, the animals, and 
the strangers.  How important for man to take that rest.  We have talked about this on several past 
studies.  Those who say that the Law is demanding have not read it, for passages such as this speak of 
God’s tender heart towards us.  God want us to succeed, but not at the expense of our health, our 
families, or the well-being of others.  Jesus says come unto to me and I will give you rest.  Jesus says 
yoke with Me, yoke means to bond.  Jesus says come and bond with Me, lets have some bonding time 
together where we just hang out one with another.  Take some time to be with Me, learn of Me, and you 
will find rest in your soul. 
(Matthew 11:28 NKJV)  "Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
(Matthew 11:29 NKJV)  "Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. 
(Matthew 11:30 NKJV)  "For My yoke is easy and My burden is light." 

 
(Exodus 23:13 NKJV)  "And in all that I have said to you, be circumspect and make no mention of 
the name of other gods, nor let it be heard from your mouth. 
(Exodus 23:14 NKJV)  "Three times you shall keep a feast to Me in the year: 
(Exodus 23:15 NKJV)  "You shall keep the Feast of Unleavened Bread (you shall eat unleavened 
bread seven days, as I commanded you, at the time appointed in the month of Abib, for in it you 
came out of Egypt; none shall appear before Me empty); 
(Exodus 23:16 NKJV)  "and the Feast of Harvest, the firstfruits of your labors which you have 
sown in the field; and the Feast of Ingathering at the end of the year, when you have gathered in 
the fruit of your labors from the field. 
(Exodus 23:17 NKJV)  "Three times in the year all your males shall appear before the Lord GOD. 
 
3 Times a Year / Visual Bibles – Go Home to Teach 
Three times a year they would come.  They would reenact these festivals; they were given a visual bible if 
you would.  They didn’t have bibles to read in the home, so this was where God would bring them, teach 
them, and then send them back to their families so that they would teach their families.  
 
Don’t Come Empty / Most Blessed Church Times – Come to Give / People who Stay Home 
Verse 15 - none shall appear before Me empty – the Lord says that when you do come, don’t come 
empty handed, don’t come with nothing to offer.  Can I tell you that, there is a time that a person is to quit 
coming to church for what they can get, and come to give.  They come looking to pray with someone for 
that persons needs.  They come to give God worship, they come to serve, and they come to give 
financially.  Let me tell you Christian if church is becoming somewhat boring for you and to you, 
something that you’d rather be doing something else, then let me tell ya, it may be because you are not 
coming to give.  The most fruitful and blessed times of church come when you come to give, rather than 
what is in it for me.  You come to minister to others, you say to yourself that morning or day, I am going to 
church to find someone to bless, Lord open that opportunity up for me.  I might also add, there are those 
that wake up and say I’m too tired, I’m not in the mood, I’m too busy, and notice the ‘I” all over it.  Do you 
realize, those days you stay home, you rob your brethren.  You may have a word for them form the Lord, 
listen to them when they need an ear, smile when they need comfort, encourage them when they are 



down.  Sadly, for most Christians they look at church for what can I get…………….rather than what can I 
give, I can’t wait to find someone that needs ministered to! 
 
(Exodus 23:18 NKJV)  "You shall not offer the blood of My sacrifice with leavened bread; nor shall 
the fat of My sacrifice remain until morning. 
(Exodus 23:19 NKJV)  "The first of the firstfruits of your land you shall bring into the house of the 
LORD your God. You shall not boil a young goat in its mother's milk. 
 
Give the Best / Had to Examine all they Had / Drawn to Thanksgiving  
God wants the best.  We write a check and move on, but not so with them, they would go through their 
fields and cattle and look at the best.  The best apples, the best peaches, the fattest cows, the roundest 
pigs, and they would say here are the ones for my Lord.  While doing that they would be drawn to a place 
of thanksgiving as they did inventory to see all they had.  They may be drawn to prayers of supplication 
as they would see they needed to trust God.  But the intent here is a person would look at all they had, 
and said not good enough, not good enough, ahh yes this is plump and juices, how the Lord will enjoy 
biting into this one.   
 
Kosher – Canaanite Practice / Not Dietary but Idolatrous / Regular Cross-Examination 
Verse 19 - You shall not boil a young goat in its mother's milk. – It was a Canaanite practice to take the 
animal and boil it in its mother milk, and then take the milk and pour it out on the ground as a ceremony to 
their false gods to bring a good harvest upon the land.  So the practice isn’t so much about a dietary thing 
but idolatrous practice.  What is common practice around us today is difficult for us to set apart.  I think it 
is a good practice and principle to take a cross-examination every few weeks or months of what we are 
doing daily to see if we have allowed something so common for our day, yet not the best for spiritual 
growth, to creep into our lives, and we find ourselves doing things not realizing that they are stunting our 
spiritual growth. 
 
Kosher in Jerusalem 
The Orthodox Jews today still practice this, even though they are mislead in its principle.  They won’t eat 
meat with cheese/milk because they say the cheese/milk may have come from the mother and we just 
don’t know it.  They will never have the two of them in the same meal.  So if you have meat, there will be 
no butter for your bread, and etc.  It is funny because when I was in Israel you could not get a 
cheeseburger at McDonalds outside of the city limits, but in downtown Jerusalem you can buy a 
cheeseburger at McDonalds.  Of course the Orthodox Jews boycott that McDonalds.  Some orthodox 
Jews are so serious about this kosher law that they have a different set of dishes they use when they 
have meats, and different dishes when they have milk or cheese entrée.  Some of them even have an 
over for meat entrée and an oven for milk based entrees.   
 
(Exodus 23:20 NKJV)  "Behold, I send an Angel before you to keep you in the way and to bring 
you into the place which I have prepared. 
(Exodus 23:21 NKJV)  "Beware of Him and obey His voice; do not provoke Him, for He will not 
pardon your transgressions; for My name is in Him. 
(Exodus 23:22 NKJV)  "But if you indeed obey His voice and do all that I speak, then I will be an 
enemy to your enemies and an adversary to your adversaries. 
(Exodus 23:23 NKJV)  "For My Angel will go before you and bring you in to the Amorites and the 
Hittites and the Perizzites and the Canaanites and the Hivites and the Jebusites; and I will cut 
them off. 
 
Is Jesus Christ / Only God Forgives Sin 
The Angel of the Lord, is none other than Jesus Christ.  When you see the Angel of the Lord in the OT it 
most always is a reference to Jesus Christ.  Here it is clear that it is Jesus because He forgives sin, and 
no angel can forgive sin, only God can: 
(Matthew 9:2 NKJV)  Then behold, they brought to Him a paralytic lying on a bed. When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the 
paralytic, "Son, be of good cheer; your sins are forgiven you." 
(Matthew 9:3 NKJV)  And at once some of the scribes said within themselves, "This Man blasphemes!" 
(Matthew 9:4 NKJV)  But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, "Why do you think evil in your hearts? 
(Matthew 9:5 NKJV)  "For which is easier, to say, 'Your sins are forgiven you,' or to say, 'Arise and walk'? 



(Matthew 9:6 NKJV)  "But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins"; then He said to the paralytic, 
"Arise, take up your bed, and go to your house." 

 
Obey – Weigh Down/Bondage/Eat at Soul 
The heart of God is that we will obey the voice of His Angel so that He might bless us, in order that we 
might have victory over those things that weigh us down, those things that hold us in bondage, those 
things that eat at our soul.  The Lord says obey My voice so that it might be well with you; not that I am 
seeking to punish you, but because My Words are life, the abundant life, a lamp to guide you, a fire to 
warm you,  
 
Spiritual Warfare 
By the way, people who get all into this spiritual warfare stuff, where you have to bind each demonic 
being before you will have victory.  I bind you demon of cancer in the name of Jesus, I bind you demon of 
tobacco, demon of bad hair days, whatever it may be, all we need to know is Him, and He says 
(Exodus 23:22 NKJV)  "But if you indeed obey His voice and do all that I speak, then I will be an enemy to your enemies and an 
adversary to your adversaries. 

 
(Exodus 23:24 NKJV)  "You shall not bow down to their gods, nor serve them, nor do according to 
their works; but you shall utterly overthrow them and completely break down their sacred pillars. 
 
No Mercy – Utter Destruction / Destroy your Superstitions Too 
God says don’t show any mercy, any grace, but bring utter destruction upon these foreign nation’s false 
gods and practices.  Along the same thought, how many people, church goers, bring in all their 
superstitions with them, never able to let them go.  They still have to kiss their cross, say these phrases, 
pray to these saints, God says destroy them, come to One True god, and leave the rest of that stuff 
behind. 
 
(Exodus 23:25 NKJV)  "So you shall serve the LORD your God, and He will bless your bread and 
your water. And I will take sickness away from the midst of you. 
 
Lord wants to Bless – Seek First 
Serve the Lord, and He will bring your increase (bless your bread and water).  The Lord says to seek first 
the kingdom of God and His righteousness and all these things will be added to us.  It pays to serve the 
Lord, for we receive blessings, and are kept from sickness.  I believe that sometimes God chooses to 
supernaturally protect His servants from sickness (at certain times) because of the ministry they are 
fulfilling. 
(Matthew 6:33 NKJV)  "But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. 

 
Communion Table 
Speaking of sickness - The Bible also says that there are many sick among people because they don’t 
come to the communion table, they don’t come to the place of remembrance.  This is the word of God, 
and how important that we partake in communion for the sake of the body’s health.   
(1 Corinthians 11:26 NKJV)  For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death till He comes. 
(1 Corinthians 11:27 NKJV)  Therefore whoever eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of 
the body and blood of the Lord. 
(1 Corinthians 11:28 NKJV)  But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 
(1 Corinthians 11:29 NKJV)  For he who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment to himself, not discerning 
the Lord's body. 
(1 Corinthians 11:30 NKJV)  For this reason many are weak and sick among you, and many sleep. 
(1 Corinthians 11:31 NKJV)  For if we would judge ourselves, we would not be judged. 
(1 Corinthians 11:32 NKJV)  But when we are judged, we are chastened by the Lord, that we may not be condemned with the world. 
(1 Corinthians 11:33 NKJV)  Therefore, my brethren, when you come together to eat, wait for one another. 

 
(Exodus 23:26 NKJV)  "No one shall suffer miscarriage or be barren in your land; I will fulfill the 
number of your days. 
(Exodus 23:27 NKJV)  "I will send My fear before you, I will cause confusion among all the people 
to whom you come, and will make all your enemies turn their backs to you. 
(Exodus 23:28 NKJV)  "And I will send hornets before you, which shall drive out the Hivite, the 
Canaanite, and the Hittite from before you. 



 
Fight Israel & God 
They will not only fight the Israelites, but the God of the Israelites. 
 
No Battle – No Need to Fight / the Hornet Army 
No battle, no need to fight, the hornets will drive them out.  Ever wonder why God made hornets, how 
annoying they are to us, now we see one reason as God used them as a military to go to war with Him, 
how amazing.  His ways are so above ours! 
 
(Exodus 23:29 NKJV)  "I will not drive them out from before you in one year, lest the land become 
desolate and the beast of the field become too numerous for you. 
(Exodus 23:30 NKJV)  "Little by little I will drive them out from before you, until you have 
increased, and you inherit the land. 
 
Crossing Jordan – Not Heaven / No Battles in Heaven – Delivered from World 
How people like to make crossing over the Jordon into the Promise Land a picture of heaven, how nice 
that is, but not correct.  There will be no more battles for us in heaven, we will come to final rest in 
heaven.  This picture is a picture of us coming into our inheritance as children of God.  We are delivered 
from the bondages of Egypt (the world), but we have some battles ahead of us until we enter into our final 
rest in heaven.  We have our battles don’t we as Christians, but the Lord will bring us victory, but it never 
seems to come in one day does it. 
 
If Victory in 1 Day / No Need to Draw Close 
What a key aspect to understand here for us, that God doesn’t bring total victory in a day, or month, or a 
year, but allows the enemies to stay within reach of us (to a limit).  You see if God brought us victory on 
day one, we would never be changed into His image and changed into His glory, because we would have 
no need to seek Him, to read this word, to fellowship with Him, because there would be nothing to bring 
us to staying close to His side, under His shadow, nor would we ever see His bear arm raised up in might 
against the enemy, and we would never look to His strength and leading to us.  
 
The Beast of the Field 
Until you have increased – We can not come into possession of some things until we have increased in 
strength.  There are many things that I am thankful didn’t come when I wanted them, because I would not 
have had the strength, power, and wisdom to battle them, let alone defeat them, at that point in my life.  If 
I was to be in this very same ministry just 10 years ago, we would not be meeting here tonight, because 
the battles we face I would not have had the strength to endure, I would have cut and run.  Many people 
say give me that mate for life, and if God does at the moment they want, they may ruin the best thing God 
has for them because they were not spiritually mature enough for that relationship, or were still too carnal 
and drawn to the fleshly things that they would have ruined it.  There are beast in the field, and if God 
gives all the land at once, then a person must be ready to tame all the beast, and till all the land, with just 
a rake, whereas if they wait upon the Lord, increase in might, they will go into those parts of the land 
driving a bulldozer, with a shotgun rack loading up.  Just wait until you increase, God knows, if He 
allowed this Israel, then lets not question Him when He does the same for us, but lets just keep on with 
what He has called us to do, keep growing in strength until we increase in might. 
 
(Exodus 23:31 NKJV)  "And I will set your bounds from the Red Sea to the sea, Philistia, and from 
the desert to the River. For I will deliver the inhabitants of the land into your hand, and you shall 
drive them out before you. 
(Exodus 23:32 NKJV)  "You shall make no covenant with them, nor with their gods. 
(Exodus 23:33 NKJV)  "They shall not dwell in your land, lest they make you sin against Me. For if 
you serve their gods, it will surely be a snare to you." 
 
No Compromise – No Making Deals / Flesh never Satisfied  
No compromise, no making any deals with them.  We can’t negotiate with our fallen nature, give an inch 
to your flesh it wants a foot.  The flesh will never be satisfied, thus we can never make any deals with it.  
There is no negotiating but tearing down and destroying.   



Exodus 24 
Come up to the LORD 

 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
4 Chapters of the Law / What Expected of New Nation  
We have just completed four chapters of the Law, four chapters on the law and ordinances of God to the 
citizens of this newly established nation of Israel, and what was expected of them by their God 
 
This Chapter – God calls Moses Up / One of Kind Offering  
Now in chapter 24 God will call Moses up into His presence and will ask for an offering, and it is a one 
time, one of a kind offering, that will never be repeated. This is a most interesting chapter as Moses goes 
up before the presence of the Lord. 
 
(Exodus 24:1 NKJV)  Now He said to Moses, "Come up to the LORD, you and Aaron, Nadab and 
Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel, and worship from afar. 
(Exodus 24:2 NKJV)  "And Moses alone shall come near the LORD, but they shall not come near; 
nor shall the people go up with him." 
 
Worship from Afar / Come Unto Me / Boldly Come 
So Moses and company are called to come up to the Lord.  But notice here that man could only worship 
the Lord from afar off under the Law.  What a time and day to be Christians as we get to call Him Abba 
Father, Daddy and He says come unto me, let Me hold you, walk with you, speak with you, let us yoke 
together, and bond – Jesus says come unto Me!.  This side of the Law that we live under, the new 
everlasting covenant we do not have to worship from afar, but we have been given the calling to boldly 
come before the throne the grace.  What a great day to be a Christian. 
(Matthew 11:28 NKJV)  "Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
(Matthew 11:29 NKJV)  "Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. 
(Matthew 11:30 NKJV)  "For My yoke is easy and My burden is light." 
 
(Hebrews 4:16 NKJV)  Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time 
of need. 
 
(Hebrews 10:19 NKJV)  Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus,  

 
(Exodus 24:3 NKJV)  So Moses came and told the people all the words of the LORD and all the 
judgments. And all the people answered with one voice and said, "All the words which the LORD 
has said we will do." 
 
Last all of 7 Chapters / We all have our Golden Calves 
So they say we will keep all that He said. This promise will last all of about seven chapters until we read 
of them making a golden calf.  I think we all have our golden calves in our lives, those things that take us 
away from our intent.  Yes Lord we say, I will do all that you say, but somehow we find ourselves making 
a golden calf something that takes us away from His word. You shall not make for yourselves a carved 
image; you shall not bow down before it, yes Lord all that you say we will do. We all have them, these 
golden calves, that something or someone that takes us away from what we really wanted to do, and that 
is keep His word  
(Exodus 32:17 NKJV)  And when Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he said to Moses, "There is a noise of war 
in the camp." 
(Exodus 32:18 NKJV)  But he said: "It is not the noise of the shout of victory, Nor the noise of the cry of defeat, But the sound of 
singing I hear." 
(Exodus 32:19 NKJV)  So it was, as soon as he came near the camp, that he saw the calf and the dancing. So Moses' anger 
became hot, and he cast the tablets out of his hands and broke them at the foot of the mountain. 



(Exodus 32:20 NKJV)  Then he took the calf which they had made, burned it in the fire, and ground it to powder; and he scattered it 
on the water and made the children of Israel drink it. 

 
2 Men who didn’t make a Calf / Moses in the Presence / Joshua waiting Upon 
However, there were two men that didn't make a golden calf, Moses and Joshua.  They are great 
application for us and great examples to us. One man was not distracted by the golden calf, because he 
was in the presence of the Lord, which was Moses. The other man, Joshua, was not distracted by the 
golden calf because he was waiting upon the Lord. As Moses was before the Lord Joshua was waiting at 
the foot of the mountain for the Lord to finish talking to Moses, so Moses would have the word of the Lord, 
direction from Lord, for the leading and guiding of the children of Israel.  Joshua was waiting for direction 
so he could be busy about the next work the Lord had for him.  
 
Distractions Destroyed by the Presence – Waiting – Working / Will be Bitter Drinks to Swllow 
The distractions of the golden calves will face destruction when we spend time in His presence, spend 
time waiting upon Him, and when we are busy about His work. As we will see in chapters 32, these 
golden calves may seem so good now, but at some point they will be bitter drinks to our souls. 
(Exodus 32:20 NKJV)  Then he took the calf which they had made, burned it in the fire, and ground it to powder; and he scattered it 
on the water and made the children of Israel drink it. 

 
(Exodus 24:4 NKJV)  And Moses wrote all the words of the LORD. And he rose early in the 
morning, and built an altar at the foot of the mountain, and twelve pillars according to the twelve 
tribes of Israel. 
(Exodus 24:5 NKJV)  Then he sent young men of the children of Israel, who offered burnt offerings 
and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen to the LORD. 
 
Burnt Totally Consumed / Peace – Fellowship / Communion 
A burnt offering was totally consumed by the fire and it represents a life totally given over to go Him. And 
the peace offering was a fellowship offering to the Lord, an offering to eat and fellowship and bond with 
the Lord.  We will have that same opportunity tonight as we will partake in communion, as we break the 
bread, and drink the cup. 
 
(Exodus 24:6 NKJV)  And Moses took half the blood and put it in basins, and half the blood he 
sprinkled on the altar. 
(Exodus 24:7 NKJV)  Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read in the hearing of the people. 
And they said, "All that the LORD has said we will do, and be obedient." 
 
Moses has to Read to them / How Blessed to have Own Copy / Much Required / China Bibles 
Moses takes the Book of the Covenant that he had just written back in verse 4. So Moses reads to them 
the things we have read in chapters 20-23. Moses had to read it to them. How blessed we are today to 
have our very own copy to read anytime we want.  The Bible declares that where much is given, much is 
required.  I am reminded of churches in China where a church of a thousand has one bible, and every 
person gets one page, and then they bring them back the next time they meet and trade it to get a new 
page.  They feast on that page 
(Luke 12:48 NKJV)  "But he who did not know, yet committed things deserving of stripes, shall be beaten with few. For everyone to 
whom much is given, from him much will be required; and to whom much has been committed, of him they will ask the 
more. 

 
They Respond / Word Spoken – Response Required 
The respond again by saying all you say, we will do. When the word is read or spoken, a response is the 
next thing.  When a person reads this word, they must respond to what they have just heard.  A man will 
respond one of two ways, I will do that because I agree, or I will not do it because I do not agree. A no 
response is the same as the answer no.   
 
Important to Stay in Word – Or Drift from what once Committed To 
How important we stay in this word, because like them, how easy it is to drift from what we were once so 
committed to. 
 



(Exodus 24:8 NKJV)  And Moses took the blood, sprinkled it on the people, and said, "This is the 
blood of the covenant which the LORD has made with you according to all these words." 
 
Never Repeated / Ceremonies can’t Change Inner Man 
This sacrifice was never repeated. Here we see though that outward ceremonies will not change the inner 
man.  Man needs to be changed from the inside out as the blood is applied from the inside out as Jesus 
comes and takes residence within us when we accept His blood sacrifice.  Many people today feel so 
religious because of their ceremonies, and rituals, but their ceremonies and rituals are all outward as 
nothing has changed in the inside.  Man needs to be changed from the inside out! 
 
(Exodus 24:9 NKJV)  Then Moses went up, also Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the 
elders of Israel, 
 
Nadab – Abihu Inner Circle to Great Error 
Nadab – Abihu are in a most honored inner circle, but will later error greatly.  We read of their story in 
Leviticus.  It was a time of a great move of the Spirit of God, the glory of the Lord had fallen upon the altar 
in the tabernacle consuming the sacrifice; the people were in awe, it was a time of great excitement for 
the people of Israel.  Well Nadab and Abihu see this fire come down, and they want to get into the 
excitement and they get incense and bring it before the Lord and are consumed for bringing profane, 
something not prescribed by God, before the altar.  These 2 men, they were once in the inner most circle, 
and then find themselves being consumed for not being obedient to God’s word.  God makes it clear in 
the OT of how man may approach Him, and these 2 violated that way, they tried to come another way, 
and they perished for it.  Man can only approach the Holy God in accordance with the prescribed way He 
has established.  Today, in the New Covenant, that way is only through His Son Jesus Christ (Hebrews 
10:19).  Should man try to approach Him in any other way, they will ultimately be consumed.  Some 
people are mislead that they have a “special” relationship with god because of the religious group or 
church they belong to, and ignore the clear word of the one way, and the only way, to approach Him. 
(Leviticus 9:23 NKJV)  And Moses and Aaron went into the tabernacle of meeting, and came out and blessed the people. Then the 
glory of the LORD appeared to all the people, 
(Leviticus 9:24 NKJV)  and fire came out from before the LORD and consumed the burnt offering and the fat on the altar. When all 
the people saw it, they shouted and fell on their faces. 
(Leviticus 10:1 NKJV)  Then Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his censer and put fire in it, put incense on it, and 
offered profane fire before the LORD, which He had not commanded them. 
(Leviticus 10:2 NKJV)  So fire went out from the LORD and devoured them, and they died before the LORD. 
(Leviticus 10:3 NKJV)  And Moses said to Aaron, "This is what the LORD spoke, saying: 'By those who come near Me I must be 
regarded as holy; And before all the people I must be glorified.' " So Aaron held his peace. 
 
(Hebrews 10:19 NKJV)  Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus,  

 
(Exodus 24:10 NKJV)  and they saw the God of Israel. And there was under His feet as it were a 
paved work of sapphire stone, and it was like the very heavens in its clarity. 
(Exodus 24:11 NKJV)  But on the nobles of the children of Israel He did not lay His hand. So they 
saw God, and they ate and drank. 
 
Noble Ones – Rooted 
The definition of “noble” is rooted, grounded.  Do you want to be a noble one in God’s economy, then be 
rooted, grounded in your faith, and in the word, for faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of 
God: 
(Romans 10:17 NKJV)  So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 

 
Not See all His Glory 
Now I do not know all that they saw, for they surely did not see all His glory or God would have consumed 
them, noticed He did not lay His hand upon them. Moses will later ask to see God but God will say you 
can’t for your sake, but I’ll let you see my afterglow (Exodus 33).  This may have been a Christophany, an 
OT appearance of Christ, as we seen in Genesis 14 when Jesus appeared to Abraham on the way back 
from rescuing Lot.  It has a wonderful similarity to Matthew 17 when Jesus was transfigured on the mount 
of Transfiguration. 
(Exodus 33:17 NKJV)  So the LORD said to Moses, "I will also do this thing that you have spoken; for you have found grace in My 
sight, and I know you by name." 



(Exodus 33:18 NKJV)  And he said, "Please, show me Your glory." 
(Exodus 33:19 NKJV)  Then He said, "I will make all My goodness pass before you, and I will proclaim the name of the LORD before 
you. I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion." 
(Exodus 33:20 NKJV)  But He said, "You cannot see My face; for no man shall see Me, and live." 
(Exodus 33:21 NKJV)  And the LORD said, "Here is a place by Me, and you shall stand on the rock. 
(Exodus 33:22 NKJV)  "So it shall be, while My glory passes by, that I will put you in the cleft of the rock, and will cover you with My 
hand while I pass by. 
(Exodus 33:23 NKJV)  "Then I will take away My hand, and you shall see My back; but My face shall not be seen." 
 
(Genesis 14:18 NKJV)  Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was the priest of God Most High. 
(Genesis 14:19 NKJV)  And he blessed him and said: "Blessed be Abram of God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth; 
(Genesis 14:20 NKJV)  And blessed be God Most High, Who has delivered your enemies into your hand." And he gave him a tithe 
of all. 
 
(Matthew 17:1 NKJV)  Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, led them up on a high mountain by 
themselves; 
(Matthew 17:2 NKJV)  and He was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became as white as the 
light. 

 
Whatever Saw it was Awesome / Reminds of Revelation / Over Your Head – Under His Feet 
Whatever they saw it was awesome, and it was heavenly as they saw under His feet (maybe that is all 
they saw was His feet) was works of sapphire stone which takes me back to Revelation chapter 4 and 
Revelation chapter 21.  Whatever it is, it is way over our heads, and it was over their heads too, and may 
I point that out to you that whatever seems to be over your head, is under His feet, rest in that fact.  If 
things get hard and difficult, trust and rest in that what is over your head, is still just under His feet.  The 
waves were over Peters head, he cried out save me Lord, and what he cried out to be saved from, the 
waves over his head, are the same waves that were under Jesus’ feet. 
(Revelation 4:6 NKJV)  Before the throne there was a sea of glass, like crystal. And in the midst of the throne, and around the 
throne, were four living creatures full of eyes in front and in back. 
  
(Revelation 21:18 NKJV)  The construction of its wall was of jasper; and the city was pure gold, like clear glass. 
(Revelation 21:19 NKJV)  The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with all kinds of precious stones: the first foundation 
was jasper, the second sapphire, the third chalcedony, the fourth emerald, 
(Revelation 21:20 NKJV)  the fifth sardonyx, the sixth sardius, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth 
chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst. 
 
(Matthew 14:29 NKJV)  So He said, "Come." And when Peter had come down out of the boat, he walked on the water to go to 
Jesus. 
(Matthew 14:30 NKJV)  But when he saw that the wind was boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink he cried out, saying, 
"Lord, save me!" 
(Matthew 14:31 NKJV)  And immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and caught him, and said to him, "O you of little faith, why did 
you doubt?" 
 

Saw God – Ate and Drank with him / Cover of Time / Just give me Jesus 
These men saw God, and they ate and drank with Him.  The cover of the next Time magazine is about 
the faith movement and its increase movement, your best life today, God wants you to prosper and be 
rich. Ask me what I want, and I’ll say just give me Jesus. Give me Jesus and I have all that I need 
because He knows all of my needs.  As a pastor-teacher, that is what I want for you, that you have all of 
Jesus, and equally important that Jesus has all of you. These men saw His glory and fellowshipped with 
Him. They ate and drank with the Creator of the Universe, what more could any man ever ask for. 
 
(Exodus 24:12 NKJV)  Then the LORD said to Moses, "Come up to Me on the mountain and be 
there; and I will give you tablets of stone, and the law and commandments which I have written, 
that you may teach them." 
 
Given to Teachers 
As we have said, God gives special insight of His Word, to those who will teach it and share it with others.  
Share the word in your home, teach Sunday school, share in the workplace or at the convenience store, 
and you will find the Lord giving you deeper meaning and insight into His word, because you are one that 
gives it out to others. 
 
(Exodus 24:13 NKJV)  So Moses arose with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up to the 
mountain of God. 



(Exodus 24:14 NKJV)  And he said to the elders, "Wait here for us until we come back to you. 
Indeed Aaron and Hur are with you. If any man has a difficulty, let him go to them." 
(Exodus 24:15 NKJV)  Then Moses went up into the mountain, and a cloud covered the mountain. 
(Exodus 24:16 NKJV)  Now the glory of the LORD rested on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it 
six days. And on the seventh day He called to Moses out of the midst of the cloud. 
(Exodus 24:17 NKJV)  The sight of the glory of the LORD was like a consuming fire on the top of 
the mountain in the eyes of the children of Israel. 
(Exodus 24:18 NKJV)  So Moses went into the midst of the cloud and went up into the mountain. 
And Moses was on the mountain forty days and forty nights. 
 
Called to Special Place – Just 2 of You / Not 40 Days of Instruction 
Moses is called to a special place with the Lord. There are times in our lives where the Lord will call us to 
a place, just the two of us, and give special instruction, special insight. It is interesting to me though that 
what the Lord gives him in instructions (chapters 25-31) will not take 40 days to deliver if all Moses did 
was write it down. The Lord will give instruction on the building of the tabernacle, the ark of the covenant, 
the priesthood and the priestly utensils, yes a depth of instructions, but there appears to me that there 
was more there than we will ever know of. I think we will never know of what it was because it was God's 
and Moses special time, in this special place. 
 
Did Moses Sleep - Family – Red Sea – Egypt / Moses Quiz every Word / Same for Us – No Explain 
What did they speak of for 40 days?  I wonder did Moses sleep, if he did then did God just sit and stare at 
him like I stare at my baby sleeping.  Did they talk about Moses family, did they talk about Egypt, did they 
talk about the Red Sea?  I wonder.  Did God say write these things down, and that is what Moses did, or 
after phrase did Moses ask, why, what does this mean, if so what a time of Bible study, could you imagine 
that.  I don’t know, and I think we don’t because this was a time, a special time between the Lord and 
Moses, and I know that the Lord wants to have those same special times with us.  Times that we will 
never be able to explain to anyone else, that place of “you had to be there”, I have had those at times of 
my life, and have enjoyed them greatly, and look forward to having more, and you yours. 
 
It was Miraculous / 80 Days 
Whatever this time was between Moses and God, we do know that it was miraculous. Miraculous in that 
God sustained Moses for 40 days without food and water. But wait, equally amazing is that it will be a 
total of 80 days as Moses will go up again and sit for another 40 days (Exodus 34:28) after he throws 
down the 2 tablets at the golden calf: 
(Deuteronomy 9:9 NKJV)  "When I went up into the mountain to receive the tablets of stone, the tablets of the covenant which the 
LORD made with you, then I stayed on the mountain forty days and forty nights. I neither ate bread nor drank water. 
(Deuteronomy 9:10 NKJV)  "Then the LORD delivered to me two tablets of stone written with the finger of God, and on them were all 
the words which the LORD had spoken to you on the mountain from the midst of the fire in the day of the assembly. 
(Deuteronomy 9:11 NKJV)  "And it came to pass, at the end of forty days and forty nights, that the LORD gave me the two tablets of 
stone, the tablets of the covenant. 
(Deuteronomy 9:12 NKJV)  "Then the LORD said to me, 'Arise, go down quickly from here, for your people whom you brought out of 
Egypt have acted corruptly; they have quickly turned aside from the way which I commanded them; they have made themselves a 
molded image.' 
 
(Exodus 34:28 NKJV)  So he was there with the LORD forty days and forty nights; he neither ate bread nor drank water. And He 
wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant, the Ten Commandments. 

 
Notice verse 16 / Not hearing Prayers / Moses knew God was There 
Verse 16 - Now the glory of the LORD rested on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days. And on 
the seventh day He called to Moses out of the midst of the cloud - Ever feel like God isn’t hearing your 
prayers. Lord I’ve been sitting here for 15 minutes now, I am waiting to hear from you about this situation, 
and Lord it’s important.  Here Moses is waiting for six days. Moses doesn’t leave, go to work, watch a 
chariot race, hit the Stairmaster, pump some rock to get buffed up to carry those stone tablets 
everywhere.  Moses waits for 6 days, you see Moses knew God was there, the glory rested upon that 
Mount, God was there, but God wasn’t speaking. 1 Corinthians says all these things were given as 
examples to us: 
(1 Corinthians 10:11 NKJV)  Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for our admonition, upon 
whom the ends of the ages have come. 
(1 Corinthians 10:12 NKJV)  Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall. 



 
(Romans 15:4 NKJV)  For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and 
comfort of the Scriptures might have hope. 

 
Good Reason / Ears to Hear / Noises of Mt. / Moses Expected – God Called / Hrs Passed - Filter 
From this example, we see there is a time where God is silent to us, and for good reason. I believe it is to 
give us ears to hear. Not ears to hear sounds, but ears to hear His words. Moses would come to the 
mountain; his ears would hear all the sounds going on around him. The sounds of birds, squirrels, wind 
blowing through the trees, rocks rolling down the mountain.  Moses probably expected the Lord to speak 
immediately, after all God called the meeting, but I would imagine that as the hours passed, those noises 
around Moses would be filtered out and the longer he sat, the more focused he would be to hear one thug 
and one thing oily, the voice of God. 
 
Example for Us / Silent to Hear 
The example is clear for us, that there are those times when the Lord will be silent as He allows that 
silence to deafen us to all that is going on around us, so that we would have ears to hear one thing, to 
hear it clearly, the voice of the Lord. 
 
Communion / Worship Afar / Drawn In – Called Up – Eat and rink with Him / See Him in Clarity 
Tonight we are going to enter into communion.  I pray you enter into a special time with Him, make this a 
special place to hear and see Him in a special way. May I add, that maybe you feel like verse 1, that you 
feel as if you are worshipping Him from afar. Maybe you feel emotionally distanced from Him, you have 
been distracted by a golden calf, if that be you tonight, know that He is still worthy to be worshipped, even 
from afar, and that as you do worship Him may He draw you in, call you up, and as He does you will eat 
and drink with Him, and you will see Him, in His glory, in His clarity: 
Verse 10 - and it was like the very heavens in its clarity. 

 



Exodus 25 

A Sanctuary to Dwell In 
(Exodus 25:1-30) 

 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
Blueprint of Tabernacle / Center of Israel’s Life – Place meet with God 
In chapters 25-30 of Exodus, God gives Israel the blueprint for the tabernacle and the pattern for the 
garments for the high priest.  Next we have the construction and erection of the tabernacle and the fact 
that it was filled with the glory of the Lord.  The tabernacle was to be the center of Israel’s life because it 
was there where man would approach and meet with God. 
 
(Exodus 25:1 NKJV)  Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 
(Exodus 25:2 NKJV)  "Speak to the children of Israel, that they bring Me an offering. From 
everyone who gives it willingly with his heart you shall take My offering. 
 
Driven from Within / No Pledge Cards 
Verse 2 - From everyone who gives it willingly with his heart you shall take My offering - Driven from 
within, not driven by pledge cards or offering envelopes handed out with the bulletin or attached to the 
front of the pew. 
 
Verses 4-7 / Back Wages 
The things they bring that we read about in the next 5 verses are all stuff they plundered from Egypt when 
they left; consider it back wages for 400 years of slavery in Egypt: 
(Exodus 3:19 NKJV)  “But I am sure that the king of Egypt will not let you go, no, not even by a mighty hand. 
(Exodus 3:20 NKJV)  “So I will stretch out My hand and strike Egypt with all My wonders which I will do in its midst; and after that he 
will let you go. 
(Exodus 3:21 NKJV)  “And I will give this people favor in the sight of the Egyptians; and it shall be, when you go, that you shall not 
go empty-handed. 
(Exodus 3:22 NKJV)  “But every woman shall ask of her neighbor, namely, of her who dwells near her house, articles of silver, 
articles of gold, and clothing; and you shall put them on your sons and on your daughters. So you shall plunder the Egyptians .” 

 
(Exodus 25:3 NKJV)  "And this is the offering which you shall take from them: gold, silver, and 
bronze; 
(Exodus 25:4 NKJV)  "blue, purple, and scarlet thread, fine linen, and goats' hair; 
(Exodus 25:5 NKJV)  "ram skins dyed red, badger skins, and acacia wood; 
(Exodus 25:6 NKJV)  "oil for the light, and spices for the anointing oil and for the sweet incense; 
(Exodus 25:7 NKJV)  "onyx stones, and stones to be set in the ephod and in the breastplate. 
(Exodus 25:8 NKJV)  "And let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them. 
 
Little did they Know / Think back it is Fun / Moving then – is Moving now for Future 
All this stuff was going to be for the building of the sanctuary for God to dwell in among His people; little 
did they know that as they were gathering it from the Egyptians there in Egypt that it would be used for 
such a great and wonderful thing such as the tabernacle. How God never ceases to amaze me, how He 
is putting pieces of the puzzle together today for what He is planning on doing 5 weeks from now, or 5 
years from now.  We can rest in that (even when we are in a desert place, or a place we feel locked in to, 
maybe even enslaved) and be excited that God is working. I love looking back and seeing how the pieces 
came together to make this or that come to pass. It is a fun thing to do, to look back and think of how you 
met your spouse, got saved, how you found the church, how you came into your ministry, and think about 
decisions you had made, or people you met. and how it all came to gather, and to know God was moving 
then.  So if He was moving then, that means that He is moving now in our current things, to set up our 



future things.  The Christian life is anything but static; our lives are always a continual flow of the move of 
the Lord 
 
Omnipotent God – Asks / 11 million Creatures / Could do it Himself / Asks – Making place Worship 
The omnipotent, all powerful God who made the heavens and earth in 6 days, in two of those days He 
made 11 million creatures, thats 5.5-million a day. What a mighty God. Yet the mighty Creator would say, 
“Moses tell the people to give to Me”. God asks us, while He could have just made it Himself.  You see 
God is making a place of worship and how could it ever be a place of worship if it wasn't based on willing 
hearts giving freely, driven from within. That principle is the same today whether that is building a church 
building to worship Him, or making our hearts a place to worship. 
 
Make Me a Sanctuary – He yells it Loudly Today / You Know It - Ponder It / 1 Cor 3:16 
Make Me a sanctuary - how the Lord yells that loudly today to all men (unsaved, or saved 3 years or 30 
years), make me a sanctuary that I might dwell in.  Let Me come and live within you, that we may have life 
together. 1 Corinthians 3:16 says we are the temple of God. Christian I know we say it, I know we know 
that, but do you ponder that declaration, God lives in you! Let me say that again, God lives in you. The 
One who created the universe, dwells in the heavens, walks on water, and rose from the dead on the 3rd 
day, lives in you, lives in me. WOW! 
(1 Corinthians 3:16 NKJV)  Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? 

 
What does He Want from Me they Ask? / So Much – Gave His Only Son / Be a Burning Fire 
What does God want from me people will ask; here is the answer, I want you to make me a sanctuary that 
I might dwell in.  All God wants is you. So much so that He would give His One, His only, Son. I can’t 
teach what that means to you, for what we are to do is to meditate on this and let God speak to us. 
You know God at night filled the tabernacle with His burning fire, and that is what He wants to do in us, be 
a burning fire within us. 
 
(Exodus 25:9 NKJV)  "According to all that I show you, that is, the pattern of the tabernacle and 
the pattern of all its furnishings, just so you shall make it. 
 
Do it Exactly / Hebrews 8 
Do it exactly because it is a shadow, a picture of what is in heaven we are told in Hebrews 8: 
(Hebrews 8:4 NKJV)  For if He were on earth, He would not be a priest, since there are priests who offer the gifts according to the 
law; 
(Hebrews 8:5 NKJV)  who serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly things, as Moses was divinely instructed when he was about 
to make the tabernacle. For He said, "See that you make all things according to the pattern shown you on the mountain." 

 
Interesting – the Order / Ark – Table – Curtains – Bronze Altar – Priestly Clothing 
What is interesting we will read here in the next verses and chapters is that the order of these things are 
from the inside out. God starts with the Ark of the Covenant, and then moves out to the articles within the 
tabernacle such as the table of show bread, the golden lamp stand. Then He moves out to the curtains 
and veil of the tabernacle, then outside to the outside articles such as the bronze altar, and then the 
clothing for the priests. 
 
How He wants to Work Today / Man has messed that Up 
That is exactly how God want it with man today; from the inside out. I want to start at the centre of the 
tabernacle, My covenant with you, Me dwelling with in you, and start working outward from there.  I want 
to work out from there the Lord says, out from your heart, through the place to gather and worship 
together, ending with My servant, My representatives. How much the church has that messed that up; so 
much emphasis on the men, the representatives, that the people cant see past them into the sanctuary, 
into the covenant.  People say oh the pope, oh Pastor so-and-so, oh the priests, oh the building, and they 
get so caught up in that they never come into the sanctuary, the covenant of God wanting to burn within a 
man, burn within a woman. 
(Hebrews 8:10 NKJV)  "For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put 
My laws in their mind and write them on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 
 
(1 Corinthians 3:16 NKJV)  Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? 
 



Also – Man Can’t Work way to God / Philp 2 
Also, just as God does not start outside, and say work and build these walls, and utensils, and finish by 
building the Ark of the Covenant; it is a declaration to all men, that man isn’t to work his way to God, its 
starts by grace on the inside, and then we work our way out, we are to work out our salvation from the 
inside out: 
(Philippians 2:12 NKJV)  Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my 
absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 
(Philippians 2:13 NKJV)  for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure. 

 

Ark of the Covenant 
(Exodus 25:10 NKJV)  "And they shall make an ark of acacia wood; two and a half cubits shall be 
its length, a cubit and a half its width, and a cubit and a half its height. 
 
4 by 2 by 2 
A cubit is about 18 inches; it was from the finger tip to the elbow.  I measured my arm and it was close to 
18 inches. So this box is about 4 feet by 2 feet, by 2 feet. 
 
Acacia wood – Speaks of His Humanity / Dry Ground 
This Ark has deep spiritual symbolism behind it.  Acacia wood speaks of Jesus' humanity. Being covered 
with gold speaks of His deity (next verse). Acacia wood grows in the desert regions in dry ground, and fits 
perfect to what Isaiah declared that Jesus would be a root out of dry ground.   
(Isaiah 53:2 NKJV)  For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, And as a root out of dry ground. He has no form or 
comeliness; And when we see Him, There is no beauty that we should desire Him. 
 

Unique Healing Property / Ish 53 – By His Stripes we are Healed 
Acacia wood has a unique property that the Bedouins in the Mid-East still use today, and that is that when 
the wood is pierced it pours forth a gum resin that contain healing properties for cuts, sores, and 
abrasions. Jesus was pierced and by His stripes we are healed-spiritually, emotionally, physically.  By the 
way the word ‘acacia” means, to pierce, to flog, from its scourging thorns. 
7848. shittah, shit-taw'; fem. of a deriv. [only in the plur.  shittiym, shit-teem', mean. the sticks of wood] from the same as H7850; the 
acacia (from its scourging thorns):--shittah, shittim. See also H1029. 

 
(Isaiah 53:3 NKJV)  He is despised and rejected by men, A Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. And we hid, as it were, our 
faces from Him; He was despised, and we did not esteem Him. 
(Isaiah 53:4 NKJV)  Surely He has borne our griefs And carried our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him stricken, Smitten by God, and 
afflicted. 
(Isaiah 53:5 NKJV)  But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace 
was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed. 
(Isaiah 53:6 NKJV)  All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way; And the LORD has laid on Him 
the iniquity of us all. 
(Isaiah 53:7 NKJV)  He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, 
And as a sheep before its shearers is silent, So He opened not His mouth. 

 
(Exodus 25:11 NKJV)  "And you shall overlay it with pure gold, inside and out you shall overlay it, 
and shall make on it a molding of gold all around. 
 
Only Thorn Bearing Tree in Desert 
Acacia wood is the only thorn bearing tree which grows in the desert. Jesus indeed would be crowned 
with thorns, but will also be crowned with a crown of gold Revelation 14:14 
(Exodus 25:11 KJV)  And thou shalt overlay it with pure gold, within and without shalt thou overlay it, and shalt make upon it a crown 
of gold round about. 

 
(Matthew 27:29 NKJV)  When they had twisted a crown of thorns, they put it on His head, and a reed in His right hand. And they 
bowed the knee before Him and mocked Him, saying, "Hail, King of the Jews!" 
 
(Revelation 14:14 NKJV)  Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and on the cloud sat One like the Son of Man, having on His 
head a golden crown, and in His hand a sharp sickle. 
 

(Exodus 25:12 NKJV)  "You shall cast four rings of gold for it, and put them in its four corners; 
two rings shall be on one side, and two rings on the other side. 
(Exodus 25:13 NKJV)  "And you shall make poles of acacia wood, and overlay them with gold. 



(Exodus 25:14 NKJV)  "You shall put the poles into the rings on the sides of the ark, that the ark 
may be carried by them. 
(Exodus 25:15 NKJV)  "The poles shall be in the rings of the ark; they shall not be taken from it. 
 
Rings – No Touching the Ark / What Difference Today – Boldly Come 
The ark was to have a ring on each corner to hold the wooden poles by which the priests would carry it. 
No man was ever to touch it and if they did they would die as we will talk about in a moment.  What a 
different and blessed time we live in. We can and are told to boldly come before the throne of grace: 
(Hebrews 4:16 NKJV)  Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time 
of need. 

 
(Exodus 25:16 NKJV)  "And you shall put into the ark the Testimony which I will give you. 
 
Also in the Ark was – Manna – Aarons Rod 
Inside the Ark was the Testimony (which is the two tablets of the 10 commandments), and we also know 
that it will include a golden pot of Manna and Aarons rod that budded (Hebrews 9:4), all which are a 
reminder of God meeting the needs of Israel in the wilderness: 
(Hebrews 9:1 NKJV)  Then indeed, even the first covenant had ordinances of divine service and the earthly sanctuary. 
(Hebrews 9:2 NKJV)  For a tabernacle was prepared: the first part, in which was the lampstand, the table, and the showbread, which 
is called the sanctuary; 
(Hebrews 9:3 NKJV)  and behind the second veil, the part of the tabernacle which is called the Holiest of All,  
(Hebrews 9:4 NKJV)  which had the golden censer and the ark of the covenant overlaid on all sides with gold, in which were the 
golden pot that had the manna, Aaron's rod that budded, and the tablets of the covenant; 
 

(Exodus 25:17 NKJV)  "You shall make a mercy seat of pure gold; two and a half cubits shall be its 
length and a cubit and a half its width. 
 
Could Translate Mercy Seat – Place of Atonement / High Priest Once a Year 
The Hebrew word traditionally translated for mercy seat could also be rendered ‘place of atonement”.  It is 
a good translation because this is where the High Priest sprinkled the blood once a year on the Day of 
Atonement as the atonement for sin.  Jesus would be the final sacrifice for atonement, and the altar would 
be wood again, a rugged cross that He would bear for your sin, and for my sin, and He would once and 
for all put an end to sin, as He would be the final sacrifice, and rip the veil in the temple to declare no 
more sacrifices are needed, the Lamb who is God, has put an end to them: 
(Hebrews 9:5 NKJV)  and above it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat. Of these things we cannot now speak 
in detail. 
(Hebrews 9:6 NKJV)  Now when these things had been thus prepared, the priests always went into the first part of the tabernacle, 
performing the services. 
(Hebrews 9:7 NKJV)  But into the second part the high priest went alone once a year, not without blood, which he offered for himself 
and for the people's sins committed in ignorance; 
(Hebrews 9:8 NKJV)  the Holy Spirit indicating this, that the way into the Holiest of All was not yet made manifest while the first 
tabernacle was still standing 
 
(Matthew 27:50 NKJV)  And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up His spirit. 
(Matthew 27:51 NKJV)  Then, behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom; and the earth quaked, and the rocks 
were split, 

 
(Exodus 25:18 NKJV)  "And you shall make two cherubim of gold; of hammered work you shall 
make them at the two ends of the mercy seat. 
(Exodus 25:19 NKJV)  "Make one cherub at one end, and the other cherub at the other end; you 
shall make the cherubim at the two ends of it of one piece with the mercy seat. 
(Exodus 25:20 NKJV)  "And the cherubim shall stretch out their wings above, covering the mercy 
seat with their wings, and they shall face one another; the faces of the cherubim shall be toward 
the mercy seat. 
 
Mercy seat Picture of Heaven / Holy – Holy - Holy 
The Ark of the Covenant, with the mercy seat with the two angles looking in, is a picture of the throne of 
heaven as the angels surround the throne as we have seen in our Study of Revelation.  These angles 
proclaim 24x7 the glory of God; except possibly, heaven was silent those 6 hours as the angels watched 
on in agony as they watched their Creator hang on that cross on a hill in Palestine.   



(Revelation 7:11 NKJV)  All the angels stood around the throne and the elders and the four living creatures, and fell on their faces 
before the throne and worshiped God, 
(Revelation 7:12 NKJV)  saying: "Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom, Thanksgiving and honor and power and might, Be to our 
God forever and ever. Amen." 

 
(Exodus 25:21 NKJV)  "You shall put the mercy seat on top of the ark, and in the ark you shall put 
the Testimony that I will give you. 
(Exodus 25:22 NKJV)  "And there I will meet with you, and I will speak with you from above the 
mercy seat, from between the two cherubim which are on the ark of the Testimony, about 
everything which I will give you in commandment to the children of Israel. 
 
Meet Lord not what’s In – What is Over / Sprinkled Blood 
We don't meet with the Lord based on what is in the ark, the Law, the 10 commandments, but by what 
covers the Law, the mercy seat and the blood sprinkled upon it, the blood of the Lamb, Jesus Christ. 
 
50,070 Died – Looking Inside / How Deadly in Our Lives – Lifting Mercy – Looking for the Law 
The mercy seat was above the ark, over the Law.  In l Samuel 6, we read the story of 50,070 men of 
Israel being struck dead by the Lord for looking inside the Ark of the Covenant.  The ark had been in 
enemy hands, the enemy knew it was bad news to them to keep it, so they sent it back to Israel.  Now 
after it returned, they looked inside it (maybe to see if the tablets were still in there) but they were killed by 
God for looking inside it. How deadly it is in our lives when we say I am going to lay down the law, look 
into these things so I can lay down the law on that person, I am going to lift away mercy, and get back 
into the law. How many friendships die, families are divided, or ministries shut down because it is no 
longer about mercy, but the law, rules and regulations Jesus said blessed are the merciful, for they shall 
obtain mercy.  We meet the Lord not by what is in the ark, but what is covering the ark, mercy; and thus 
should we live: 
(1 Samuel 6:19 NKJV)  Then He struck the men of Beth Shemesh, because they had looked into the ark of the LORD. He struck 
fifty thousand and seventy men of the people, and the people lamented because the LORD had struck the people with a great 
slaughter. 
 
(Matthew 5:7 NKJV)  Blessed are the merciful, For they shall obtain mercy. 

 
Where is Ark Today / Under Temple Mount – Rome – Secret Society / Personal Opinion 
Where is this ark today? That is a question that has stood for centuries.  Some think it is still in Jerusalem 
under the temple Mount but it can’t be removed because the Muslims have the temple mount under guard 
and digging underneath the temple mount would be an abomination to the Muslims that a Jew would dig 
underneath the Dome of the Rock, which is their third most holy site to the Muslims.  Others think there is 
some secret society that has been keeping it in safe keeping for all this time and will reveal it at the right 
time. Some think it is in the underground vault at the Vatican.  Anyhoo, I personally do not think it is going 
to be found again because then it will end up in the rebuilt temple, and if it did then the Anti-Christ will 
defile it, and God is not going to allow him that because the significance of what the Ark represents, but 
that is just my opinion. 
 

Table of Showbread 
(Exodus 25:23 NKJV)  "You shall also make a table of acacia wood; two cubits shall be its length, 
a cubit its width, and a cubit and a half its height. 
(Exodus 25:24 NKJV)  "And you shall overlay it with pure gold, and make a molding of gold all 
around. 
(Exodus 25:25 NKJV)  "You shall make for it a frame of a handbreadth all around, and you shall 
make a gold molding for the frame all around. 
(Exodus 25:26 NKJV)  "And you shall make for it four rings of gold, and put the rings on the four 
corners that are at its four legs. 
(Exodus 25:27 NKJV)  "The rings shall be close to the frame, as holders for the poles to bear the 
table. 
(Exodus 25:28 NKJV)  "And you shall make the poles of acacia wood, and overlay them with gold, 
that the table may be carried with them. 



(Exodus 25:29 NKJV)  "You shall make its dishes, its pans, its pitchers, and its bowls for pouring. 
You shall make them of pure gold. 
(Exodus 25:30 NKJV)  "And you shall set the showbread on the table before Me always. 
 
Hebrew Structure refers back to Verse 22 / His Presence / 24 – 7 / Take Communion 
The Table of Showbread - The Hebrew structure of this sentence refers back to the previous subject 
which was verse 22, the presence of God; so the implication here is that we experience the presence of 
God at this table of bread.  Every Sabbath the priests would put new loaves out in the tabernacle (and 
then Temple) according to Leviticus 24, and rabbinical teaching says the priests then were to eat the 
bread with wine. We see the symbolic meaning as it refers to the Bread of Life, the word that became 
flesh, Immanuel, God with us.. How wonderful it is to come to the communion table with Him, to fellowship 
with Him, and to sense His presence.  The Table of Showbread would have bread there 24×7, and that is 
the word for us that we can take communion 24×7.  I encourage you to have communion as part of your 
devotions, or as a family, or a husband and wife, enter into His presence, experience Him. 
(Leviticus 24:5 NKJV)  "And you shall take fine flour and bake twelve cakes with it. Two-tenths of an ephah shall be in each cake. 
(Leviticus 24:6 NKJV)  "You shall set them in two rows, six in a row, on the pure gold table before the LORD. 
(Leviticus 24:7 NKJV)  "And you shall put pure frankincense on each row, that it may be on the bread for a memorial, an offer ing 
made by fire to the LORD. 
(Leviticus 24:8 NKJV)  "Every Sabbath he shall set it in order before the LORD continually, being taken from the children of Israel by 
an everlasting covenant. 

 



The Golden Lampstand – The Light of the World 
(Exodus 25:31-40) 

 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
Blueprint of Tabernacle / Center of Israel’s Life – Place meet with God 
In chapters 25-30 of Exodus, God gives Israel the blueprint for the tabernacle and the pattern for the 
garments for the high priest.  Next we have the construction and erection of the tabernacle and the fact 
that it was filled with the glory of the Lord.  The tabernacle was to be the center of Israel’s life because it 
was there where man would approach and meet with God.  We studied last week the making of the Ark of 
the Covenant, and the table of Showbread, and tonight we will look at the Golden Lampstand. 
 
How often asked – Where was God / Sept 11 – Marriage - Child 
Before we get into that, let me ask you, how often we are posed with the question, where was God? 
Where was He at Columbine Colorado, where was He on September 11th, where was God when my 
child went wayward, or my marriage dissolved. When things go wrong, how often the question is, where 
was God. 
 
Rev 3 – I stand and Knock 
In Revelation 3, Jesus speaking to the church of the Laodiceans, in verse 20 He says, “Behold I stand at 
the door and knock, and anyone who opens the door I will come in and dine with him: 
(Revelation 3:20 NKJV)  "Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him 
and dine with him, and he with Me. 

 
Jesus only comes Where Invited / Pushed out of Schools – Gov’t – Homes / He will not Force 
Jesus will only come into where He is invited, and He was asked to leave the public schools back in 1963. 
He has been pushed out of the government; for we must separate Church from state, even if it means 
fighting evil in our own power. As for marriages and families, the door remains locked, the ears deafened 
to His voice, and to His knock. Jesus is the perfect gentleman and He will not go anywhere He is not 
invited, nor anywhere the door has a “do not disturb” sign, no solicitors allowed. He will not force His way 
into anyone s life, or any situations 
 
How Important Prayer Is / Invites Him in to Lead Through Darkness 
How important prayer is, as we say yes Lord please come into this church, into this school, into my home, 
my marriage, my child rearing. Lord we can not see our way through, and in this darkness, come and light 
my way.  
 
Jesus – Light of the World / But – Men love Darkness / People today – Don’t talk to Me of Lifestyle 
Jesus would say to man, I am the Light of the world.  But Jesus would also say that men love darkness 
rather than light, and will not come to the light because their deeds are evil. Men will say today not to talk 
to them about their lifestyle, their choices, from the movies they watch, the magazines they read, the 
clubs they attend, the internet sites and chat rooms they enter into. They say there is nothing wrong with 
them, they are not the problem with the world, but God says as a man thinks so he is (Proverbs 23:7): 
(John 8:12 NKJV)  Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, "I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in 
darkness, but have the light of life." 
 
(John 3:19 NKJV)  "And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than l ight, 
because their deeds were evil. 
(John 3:20 NKJV)  "For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 
 
(Proverbs 23:7 NKJV)  For as he thinks in his heart, so is he. "Eat and drink!" he says to you, But his heart is not with you. 

 
 



Philp 4:8 
The Bible says: 
(Philippians 4:8 NKJV)  Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever 
things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything 
praiseworthy; meditate on these things. 

 
Lord says to Dwell / Experts Today say not Relevant / High school – Crime - Marriages 
The Lord says to dwell on that which is good and pure, yet today, the experts say those things are not 
relevant to what has gone wrong in our society, why divorce is 50%, why over 50% of our high school 
kids are sexually active, 70% drink, one in ten have a STD, and how many are suffering from depression.  
Why so many adults are depressed, why the crime rate is so high, why families are at war. Those experts 
say our everyday lifestyles are not the reason for those things, but I tell you they are wrong and let me tell 
you why, because John 3, those men love darkness rather than light, because they do not want to repent 
from there evil deeds.  Romans 1 says those who profess to be wise became fools. They will not agree 
with Gods Light, His word, because they do not want to turn from their sin, and in the end they play the 
fool: 
(Romans 1:22 NKJV)  Professing to be wise, they became fools, 

 
Leaders Live in Darkness 
Politicians, world leaders, community leaders, university teachers, they live in the darkness because they 
do not want the Light to reveal their darkness, and thus they lead people into darkness. 
 
Tonight’s Study – Lampstand / Only those Inside Could see the Light / Built Exactly – Shadow  
In this study we will look at the lamp stand that is inside the tabernacle which later becomes the temple, it 
was to burn 24x7 to illuminate the tabernacle.  Only those serving in the tabernacle, the priests, could see 
this light illuminated from the lamp stand. To see the light, you had to be inside the tent. As we have 
spoken, these things here in the tabernacle had to be built exactly as the Lord directed Moses for they 
were a model, a shadow of heavenly things. 
(Exodus 25:9 NKJV)  "According to all that I show you, that is, the pattern of the tabernacle and the pattern of all its furn ishings, just 
so you shall make it. 
 
(Hebrews 8:4 NKJV)  For if He were on earth, He would not be a priest, since there are priests who offer the gifts according to the 
law; 
(Hebrews 8:5 NKJV)  who serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly things, as Moses was divinely instructed when he was about 
to make the tabernacle. For He said, "See that you make all things according to the pattern shown you on the mountain." 

 
Follow this Through / John in Heaven – Jesus in Midst of Lampstands / Lamps Church / We Light 
Now, follow me through on this, the Apostle John would be called up to heaven for the revelation of Jesus 
Christ, and what would He see there, but golden lamp stands (Revelation 1:12), and in the midst of these 
lamp stands was Jesus Christ. These lamp stands in Revelation represent the Church, the body of 
believers, and Jesus speaking to His church would say, you are the Light of the worlds, therefore let your 
light so shine before men; 
(Revelation 1:12 NKJV)  Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And having turned I saw seven golden lampstands, 
(Revelation 1:13 NKJV)  and in the midst of the seven lampstands One like the Son of Man, clothed with a garment down to the feet 
and girded about the chest with a golden band. 
 
(Matthew 5:14 NKJV)  "You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 
(Matthew 5:15 NKJV)  "Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the 
house. 
(Matthew 5:16 NKJV)  "Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven. 

 
Those walk in Darkness – Can’t see Light form Outside / They must be Brought Inside 
You see, those that walk in darkness can not see the Light because they are outside the tent, they are 
outside the church and therefore they must be brought inside so they can see this Light 
 
Mind Boggling / Jesus walks Among – But Is the Lamp / We are the Temple 
The dynamic and depth of this study on the lampstand is mind boggling. Not only does Jesus walk among 
the lampstands, but He is the lampstand, because He is the Light of the world.  The light that shrine from 
men is Jesus Christ, because as we had studied last week, we are the temple, tabernacle, of the living 
God 



(1 Corinthians 3:16 NKJV)  Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? 

 
Jesus Says Invite People into the Light / By Telling them about Jesus / Beautiful Picture 
So Jesus says, invite people into the Light, and we invite people, bring them into the Light by telling them 
about Jesus, the Light, the Lampstand.  In these verses of scripture we see a beautiful picture, type, of 
Jesus Christ here in the Lampstand, for Jesus is the light of the world, the light inside this temple. 
 
No Need to Boycott / Bring into Light – and Light will Change them – family – nation - world 
So we need not get bogged down in political campaigns, boycotts and picketing, changing legislation in 
the schools and government, but bring people into the tent and the light will illuminate within them, and 
with each changed life, will be the beginning of a changed family, that will be the changing of a nation, 
and on outward into the changing of the world.  I might add before I go on, I am not saying we should not 
do or be involved in those things I mentioned above, but those things should never override the main 
objective, and that is to get people saved. 
 
People talk 911 – Terrorism – War – Confusion - Questions 
Listen when people talk about 911, let’s talk about Jesus.  When they talk about the candidates, let’s talk 
about Jesus.  When they talk about terrorism and lack of safety, let’s talk about the sure thing, Jesus 
Christ. When they talk about war, let talk about the Prince of Peace. When they talk about confusion, lets 
talk about the clearly illuminated Way, Jesus Christ.  When they raise questions, let’s give them the 
answer to all mans question, Jesus Christ. 
 
Lets look at Him 
Let’s take the rest of the time we have and look at Him, think on Him, fall deeper in love with Him, and 
then enter into a time of worshipping Him. 
 
(Exodus 25:31 NKJV)  "You shall also make a lampstand of pure gold; the lampstand shall be of 
hammered work. Its shaft, its branches, its bowls, its ornamental knobs, and flowers shall be of 
one piece. 
 
Menorah / not Candles 
The word translated for lampstand is the Hebrew word “menorah”, which isn’t candlestick holders, but oil 
burning lamps.  
 
Pure Gold – No Overlay 
Notice also that this utensil/furnishing was of pure gold, not acacia wood covered with gold like the Ark of 
the Covenant, and the Table of Showbread. 
 
KJV - Hammered 
The KJV says beaten, rather than hammered: 
(Exodus 25:31 KJV)  And thou shalt make a candlestick of pure gold: of beaten work shall the candlestick be made: his shaft, and 
his branches, his bowls, his knops, and his flowers, shall be of the same. 

 
Beaten not Formed / Man molds Own God / Jesus Beaten 
The lampstand was beaten into form, not molded.  In a few chapters we will see Aaron making a golden 
calf from molten gold.  Man will make their gods in their own mold; they will mold their god to fit their life.  
But not Jesus, He will not be molded, but He will be beaten to be our God.  He will be bruised for our 
iniquity, He will be beaten, beaten, and beaten some more to be our God. 
(Exodus 32:4 KJV)  And he received them at their hand, and fashioned it with a graving tool, after he had made it a molten calf: and 
they said, These be thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. 
 
(Isaiah 53:5 NKJV)  But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace 
was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed. 
 
(John 19:1 NKJV)  So then Pilate took Jesus and scourged Him. 
(John 19:2 NKJV)  And the soldiers twisted a crown of thorns and put it on His head, and they put on Him a purple robe. 
(John 19:3 NKJV)  Then they said, "Hail, King of the Jews!" And they struck Him with their hands. 

 



(Exodus 25:32 NKJV)  "And six branches shall come out of its sides: three branches of the 
lampstand out of one side, and three branches of the lampstand out of the other side. 
 
7 Lamps on Stand / 3 Each Side / 6# of Man / 7 Completeness / John 15 
There was to be seven lamps on the lampstand; a main stem, with six branches, 3 on each side of the 
main stem.  Six is the number of man, and seven is the number of completion in Biblical typology, the 
picture is perfect in that man will never be complete apart from Jesus.  The branches of man were to be 
attached to Jesus, and Jesus would say, I am the vine, and you are the branches: 
(John 15:5 NKJV)  "I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can 
do nothing. 

 
Branches out of Side / Adam – Bride / Jesus blood & water 
Notice the branches came out from the side.  From Adam’s side a rib was taken to form his bride.  Jesus 
is the last Adam and from His side, as He was pierced in His side on the cross that day poured forth 
blood and water, the fluids of birthing, from which was birthed His Bride, the Church; 
(Genesis 2:21 NKJV)  And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam, and he slept; and He took one of his ribs, and 
closed up the flesh in its place. 
(Genesis 2:22 NKJV)  Then the rib which the LORD God had taken from man He made into a woman, and He brought her to the 
man. 
(Genesis 2:23 NKJV)  And Adam said: "This is now bone of my bones And flesh of my flesh; She shall be called Woman, Because 
she was taken out of Man." 
(Genesis 2:24 NKJV)  Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. 
(Genesis 2:25 NKJV)  And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed. 
 
(John 19:34 NKJV)  But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and immediately blood and water came out. 
 
(Revelation 21:9 NKJV)  Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls filled with the seven last plagues came to me and 
talked with me, saying, "Come, I will show you the bride, the Lamb's wife." 

 
(Exodus 25:33 NKJV)  "Three bowls shall be made like almond blossoms on one branch, with an 
ornamental knob and a flower, and three bowls made like almond blossoms on the other branch, 
with an ornamental knob and a flower; and so for the six branches that come out of the 
lampstand. 
 
Shape of Almond Blossom / Pure White / First Tree to Blossom & Fruit / Jesus first Fruit 
Each bowl on these branches was shaped in the form of an almond blossom.  The almond blossom is 
pure white (as the Lord makes us white as snow).  What is fascinating is that the almond tree is the first 
fruit tree to bear fruit in that land.  It blossoms in the winter, and then produces the earliest fruit in the 
land.  Jesus is the first fruit, and we will follow after Him in resurrection;  
(Isaiah 1:18 NKJV)  "Come now, and let us reason together," Says the LORD, "Though your sins are like scarlet, They shall be as 
white as snow; Though they are red like crimson, They shall be as wool. 
 
(1 Corinthians 15:20 NKJV)  But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
(1 Corinthians 15:21 NKJV)  For since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead. 
(1 Corinthians 15:22 NKJV)  For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive. 
(1 Corinthians 15:23 NKJV)  But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ's at His coming. 
 

(Exodus 25:34 NKJV)  "On the lampstand itself four bowls shall be made like almond blossoms, 
each with its ornamental knob and flower. 
(Exodus 25:35 NKJV)  "And there shall be a knob under the first two branches of the same, a knob 
under the second two branches of the same, and a knob under the third two branches of the 
same, according to the six branches that extend from the lampstand. 
 
Main had 4 / Main Higher / Jesus is Preeminent  
Now on the main shaft, the center shaft that represents Jesus, it was to have 4 bowls.  Since it had 4 
bowls atop of each other, than that would mean that it would be higher than the other 6 (which were all on 
the same level).  Jesus is preeminent, there is none like Him. 
 
(Exodus 25:36 NKJV)  "Their knobs and their branches shall be of one piece; all of it shall be one 
hammered piece of pure gold. 



 
All Branches Same / Jesus not Ashamed to be Identified with Us 
The branches of all 7 will be identical.  Jesus is preeminent, but He is not ashamed to be identified with 
us, to call us His own: 
(Hebrews 2:11 NKJV)  For both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all of one, for which reason He is not 
ashamed to call them brethren, 
(Hebrews 2:12 NKJV)  saying: "I will declare Your name to My brethren; In the midst of the assembly I will sing praise to You." 

 
Makes Us White – Identifies / But we will be Hammered / Count it all Joy 
How beautiful this symbolism is for us as He makes us white as snow, He is not ashamed to call us His 
own, but the symbolism is perfect as it says that we will be hammered too.  Yes all that desire to life godly 
in Christ will suffer persecution.  The student will never be greater than the master.  But Jesus says count 
it all joy when they mistreat us for His name sake; 
(2 Timothy 3:12 NKJV)  Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. 
 
(John 13:16 NKJV)  "Most assuredly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who 
sent him. 
 
(Matthew 5:10 NKJV)  Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
(Matthew 5:11 NKJV)  "Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My 
sake. 
(Matthew 5:12 NKJV)  "Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets 
who were before you. 

 
(Exodus 25:37 NKJV)  "You shall make seven lamps for it, and they shall arrange its lamps so that 
they give light in front of it. 
 
Hebrew Rendering – Light face of it / 6 Branches – Lit Main 
The Hebrew rendering of the last phrase is literally, “that they may light the face of it”.  The reference is 
the 6 branches lighting the face of the middle stem.  Although the lights on the branches were to 
illuminate the holy place, there primary purpose was to light and show the face of the main shaft.   
 
Jesus Light – Man to be Light for His Glory / Bring inside Tent to see Light 
Jesus said that He is the Light of the world, and in Matthew 5 He tells us to let our light shine so that men 
may see it and give glory to God.  Brings us back to where we started tonight, we need not go out and 
have rallies and boycotts, but we need only to invite them inside the tent, so they can see the Light of the 
world. 
(John 8:12 NKJV)  Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, "I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in 
darkness, but have the light of life." 

 
(Matthew 5:14 NKJV)  "You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 
(Matthew 5:15 NKJV)  "Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the 
house. 
(Matthew 5:16 NKJV)  "Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven. 

 
(Exodus 25:38 NKJV)  "And its wick-trimmers and their trays shall be of pure gold. 
(Exodus 25:39 NKJV)  "It shall be made of a talent of pure gold, with all these utensils. 
 
Wicks need Trimmed Daily / trimmed to Burn Brightly / We Don’t like Hammering or Trimming 
The instruments used to trim the wicks, and snuff out the flames before trimming, were to be made of 
pure gold.  Again, some translations will call this the “golden candlestick” which is not correct; this did not 
hold candles but bowls filled with oil, and wicks that drew upon the oil and burned.  Those wicks would 
need to be trimmed daily to be able to draw up the oil, and to continue to burn, and burn brightly.  So here 
were priests in the temple/tabernacle that their whole ministry was maintaining the lampstand, assuring 
the oil never ran out and trimming the wicks.  We are part of this lampstand, and we need to be trimmed, 
a cut here a snip there to keep us burning brightly.  We don’t like the trimming and cutting part, no more 
than the hammering part, but it is necessary in order that we burn brightly, that we may, “that they may 
light the face of it”, Jesus Christ you see.   
 
 



Notice – Utensils were Gold / Those Snips are from God / People see when Hammered or Trimmed 
How important to notice that the trimming utensils were made of pure gold; gold represents God.  The 
trimming process in our lives today are often those outside influences, the job, the spouse, even a brother 
or sister in the Lord, and how they try us.  A snip here, a trim there, how sharp they can be, how they can 
really test us, but how we need to see they are all of gold, meaning whatever that thing may be, it is of the 
Lord as He uses those things or people for the sole purpose of shaping us so that we may burn brighter 
and brighter, to reveal His glory.  How often it is that people who are looking on, don’t take serious note of 
our profession in Christ until they see us hammered, until they see us clipped, when we endure in the 
marriage, when we praise Him in and through the disappointments of life, when we don’t revile when we 
are attacked, it is there they see and say, wow they are different.   
 
(Exodus 25:40 NKJV)  "And see to it that you make them according to the pattern which was 
shown you on the mountain. 
 
Moses – Make according to Mount / We have our Pattern 
Moses was to make everything according to the pattern that was shown to him on the mount.  So too are 
we, as we are to do everything that was shown to us on that mount, not Mt. Sinai, but Mt. Calvary.  As 
Jesus, for the joy that was before Him, was hammered, was hammered, and hammered some more, 
endured the cross, denying the shame, for the joy that was set before Him, knowing that on the other side 
would be a bud, a blossom, fruit – me and you.  Can we do anything less?  Jesus is our pattern. 
(Hebrews 12:2 NKJV)  looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
 

No Measurements 
Back in verse 39 we are told that the weight of the lampstand was to be one talent.  Although a weight is 
given, no dimensions are.  As we looked at the Ark and the Table of Showbread last week their 
measurements were very specific, but not here for the lampstand.  The Ark of the Covenant, more 
specifically the “Mercy Seat” for the lid of the Ark, and the Table of Showbread both represented Jesus 
Christ, our God, who is unchangeable (Hebrews 13:8), for He is the same yesterday, today, and forever.  
But this Lampstand includes us in Christ, and I believe what the Lord is speaking to us today is that our 
growth in Him, Jesus Christ, has no bounds.  We can go experience new heights, width, length, and 
depths as we are told in the Book of Ephesians: 
(Hebrews 13:8 NKJV)  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. 
 
(Ephesians 3:14 NKJV)  For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
(Ephesians 3:15 NKJV)  from whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, 
(Ephesians 3:16 NKJV)  that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His 
Spirit in the inner man, 
(Ephesians 3:17 NKJV)  that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 
(Ephesians 3:18 NKJV)  may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height; 
(Ephesians 3:19 NKJV)  to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 

 
Meditate on these Things – For they are Wonderful 
(Philippians 4:8 NKJV)  Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever 
things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything 
praiseworthy; meditate on these things. 

 
 



Exodus 26 
The Covering of the Tabernacle (26:1-14) 

 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
Tonight – Look at Tabernacle 
Tonight we will look closely at the making of the tabernacle.  The tabernacle was a tent with a frame and 
a series of elaborate coverings.  
 
Revealed to Moses – Inside Out / Works in His People Same Way 
The plans for the tabernacle were revealed to Moses from the inside out, starting with the interior furniture 
and then working out. We approach the sanctuary from the outside in, but God builds the sanctuary from 
the inside out. He works in His people according to the same pattern.  So in the past few chapters we 
have studied and looked at inside the Holy of Holies and look at the Ark of the Covenant, the Mercy Seat 
over the Ark, we looked at the Table of Showbread.  Now we will look at the framework and covering for 
the Tabernacle.  
 
30,000ft View / Wood – Fine Linen – Goat – Ram - Badger 
Let me first give you an overview, and then we will read verse by verse.  Just reading can get confusing, 
but look at the 30,000 foot level first, then the detailed reading is very interesting, and to me, very exciting 
as we see all the pictures of Christ, and us.  So the Tabernacle, and when I say that I am just talking 
specifically about the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies, even though generally when we speak of the 
Tabernacle we think of the Outer Court also.  The tabernacle (the Holy Place and Holy of Holies) was first 
framed out by wooden boards; each board (48 boards), with no wooden roof.  Stretched over this wooden 
frame would be 4 coverings, first a covering of beautiful fine linen with beautiful tapestries of angels.  
Covering that would be a covering of goat hair, then covering those 2 would be covering of ram skin that 
was dyed red, and then lastly covering all three of those would be a covering of badger skin.  Inside the 
tabernacle, a veil would separate between the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies.  As you know, the High 
Priest once a year on the Day of Atonement (Commonly referred to today as the Yom Kippur) and make a 
sacrifice for sin on behalf of the Nation Israel; all a foreshadow of Jesus Christ who would not only be our 
High Priest, but He would also be the final sacrifice for the forgiveness of sin. 
 
Verse-by-Verse / Not Return Void / NT Principle – OT Picture 
The reading word for word can seem tedious, but God says His Word will not return void, and as treasure 
hunters, we won’t be disappointed that we have as we will see Jesus Christ revealed before us in a 
wonderfully way, and ourselves too, because this tabernacle wasn’t just something that was made 3500 
years ago, but something that continues on today for each believer in this room.  You see, for every New 
Testament principle there is an Old Testament picture for us to grab hold of the doctrine and truths of that 
principle.  God’s Word, 66 Books, 1189 chapters, 31,102 verses, and 773, 692 words, all Inspired by the 
Living God who wants to take us into His depth of wisdom, knowledge, and love. 
 
Jesus Tabernacled 
This tabernacle was where God would dwell and meet with His people.  Tabernacle means to dwell, 
encamp, to occupy.  John 1 says that Jesus came to tabernacle among His people 
(John 1:14 NKJV)  And the Word became flesh and dwelt (tabernacled – G4637) among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of 
the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 
4637. skenoo, skay-no'-o; from G4636; to tent or encamp, i.e. (fig.) to occupy (as a mansion) or (spec.) to reside (as God did in the 
Tabernacle of old, a symbol of protection and communion):--dwell. 

 
 
 



Dwell in Us 
And later God would tabernacle, dwell in His people: 
(2 Corinthians 6:16 NKJV)  And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As God 
has said: “I will dwell in them And walk among them. I will be their God, And they shall be My people.” 

 
So these things we study of here in the tabernacle are all pictures of Christ, but also pictures of us.  1 
John 2 says that it is true in Him, and it is true in us, because we are in Him: 
(1 John 2:8 NKJV)  Again, a new commandment I write to you, which thing is true in Him and in you, because the darkness is 
passing away, and the true light is already shining. 
 
(1 John 4:13 NKJV)  By this we know that we abide in Him, and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit. 
 
(1 John 5:20 NKJV)  And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us an understanding, that we may know Him who 
is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life. 

 
Outline for Chapter 26 – The Tabernacle of God 

• Fine Linen Curtains (26:1-6) 

• Goat’s Hair Covering (26:7-13) 

• Ram Skin Covering (26:14a) 

• Badger Skin Covering (26:14b) 

• The Boards of the Tabernacle (26:15-30) 

• The Veil between Holy Place and Holy of Holies (26:31-35) 

• The Door – One Way into the Tabernacle (26:36-37) 

 
Fine Linen Curtains (26:1-6) 
(Exodus 26:1 NKJV)  "Moreover you shall make the tabernacle with ten curtains of fine woven 
linen and blue, purple, and scarlet thread; with artistic designs of cherubim you shall weave them. 
(Exodus 26:2 NKJV)  "The length of each curtain shall be twenty-eight cubits, and the width of 
each curtain four cubits. And every one of the curtains shall have the same measurements. 
(Exodus 26:3 NKJV)  "Five curtains shall be coupled to one another, and the other five curtains 
shall be coupled to one another. 
(Exodus 26:4 NKJV)  "And you shall make loops of blue yarn on the edge of the curtain on the 
selvedge of one set, and likewise you shall do on the outer edge of the other curtain of the second 
set. 
(Exodus 26:5 NKJV)  "Fifty loops you shall make in the one curtain, and fifty loops you shall make 
on the edge of the curtain that is on the end of the second set, that the loops may be clasped to 
one another. 
(Exodus 26:6 NKJV)  "And you shall make fifty clasps of gold, and couple the curtains together 
with the clasps, so that it may be one tabernacle. 
 
Angels seen inside Only 
Verse 1 - Fine woven linen . . . with artistic designs of cherubim: The designs on this covering were visible 
only from the inside of the tabernacle. Therefore, on the inside of the tabernacle, one saw cherubim all 
around - as one would see in heaven (Psalm 80:1, Isaiah 37:16, and Ezekiel 10:3). 
 
4 Colors – 4 Gospels 
Verse 1 – white and blue, purple and scarlet thread: The curtains were made with 4 colors.  The number 
4 brings to mind the 4 gospels which correspond perfectly to these 4 colors.   

• Luke’s gospel would speak of the righteous humanity of Jesus Christ which would be typified by 
the fine white linen.   

• John’s gospel portrays Jesus as Deity, which would be typified by the blue, the color of the 
heavens.   

• Matthew writes of Jesus the King of the Jews, as seen by the color purple which is the color 
signified for royalty.   

• Mark speaks of Jesus as the suffering servant, which we see in the color scarlet.  
 
 



Tola’ath – Scarlet or worm / Grind Up to Make Dye 
The Hebrew word “tola’ath” can be translated either of 2 ways: scarlet or worm.  Why because in those 
days if you wanted to make a scarlet garment, you would get these worms and grind them up into a 
solution, and then dip the garment in the solution and it would become red/scarlet.   
 
Jesus – Psalm 22 / Worm Reproducing / 3 days later / Jesus makes us White as Snow 
Psalm 22 the great Messianic Prophecy concerning Jesus, Jesus would say, “I am a worm, not a man”, 
the word He used was “tola’ath”.  These worms, these Tolafs, when they would reproduce they would 
climb to the limb of a tree, then during reproduction it would die.  As it dies it would leave a red spot on 
the tree limb, and catch this, according to New International Bible Enclopedia, after 3-5 days the red spot 
dries up and turns white and then flakes off and falls to the ground.  Jesus in order to reproduce, in order 
that He might call you son or daughter, would fasten Himself to a tree, die there leaving the red spot of 
His blood, but then 3 days later rise again, so that He might proclaim us “white as snow”, even though our 
sins were as scarlet.  God became a man, the man became the Lamb, the Lamb became the worm.  
From the King of the Universe, to the worm of the earth.  He became like me, so He can take my sin, die 
in my place, pay my price for offended the Holy God. 
(Psalms 22:6 NKJV)  But I am a worm, and no man; A reproach of men, and despised by the people. 
(Psalms 22:7 NKJV)  All those who see Me ridicule Me; They shoot out the lip, they shake the head, saying, 
(Psalms 22:8 NKJV)  "He trusted in the LORD, let Him rescue Him; Let Him deliver Him, since He delights in 
Him!"………………………………….. 
(Psalms 22:14 NKJV)  I am poured out like water, And all My bones are out of joint; My heart is like wax; It has melted within Me. 
(Psalms 22:15 NKJV)  My strength is dried up like a potsherd, And My tongue clings to My jaws; You have brought Me to the dust of 
death. 
(Psalms 22:16 NKJV)  For dogs have surrounded Me; The congregation of the wicked has enclosed Me. They pierced My hands 
and My feet; 
(Psalms 22:17 NKJV)  I can count all My bones. They look and stare at Me. 
(Psalms 22:18 NKJV)  They divide My garments among them, And for My clothing they cast lots. 

 
(Isaiah 1:18 NKJV)  "Come now, and let us reason together," Says the LORD, "Though your sins are like scarlet, They shall be as 
white as snow; Though they are red like crimson, They shall be as wool. 

 
5 Curtains Joined / Law Perfect – but Gap 
Verse 3 - Five curtains shall be coupled: The fine linen curtain was made by sewing together five curtains, 
each one 42 feet (14 meters) long and 6 feet (2 meters) wide. They were first joined in sets of five, and 
then joined together for a covering 42 feet (14 meters) by 60 feet (20 meters).  Five and five makes me 
think of the 2 tablets of the Law.  Although the law was perfect, there was still a gap in it that man could 
not meet the standards and requirements of the Law. 
(Psalms 19:7 NKJV)  The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul; The testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the 
simple; 

 
Not Sewn but Clasped / Gold fills in the Gap – Lamb Slain / Year of Jubilee / the Ring 
Verse 5 - Make fifty clasps of gold, and couple the curtains together with the clasps: The sets of five 
curtains were not to be sewn to each other, but joined by a system of loops on the fabric and gold clasps 
to link the loops from one set of five curtains to the other set of five curtains.  We can see how portable 
this tabernacle was to be.  These 2 curtains were joined together by golden clasps, not brass or silver, but 
pure gold, and gold representing His diety, the Lamb of God who would fill in the gap of the Law, he 
would bridge and fulfill what we couldn’t do on our own.  The number 50 makes me think of the Year of 
Jubilee, which came every 50th year.  In that year all debts were cancelled, slaves were freed, homes 
were returned, it truly was a reason for Jubilee.  We can celebrate the same, as Jesus has given us a 
perpetual Year of Jubilee because God became man, then a Lamb, then a worm.  The gaps were held 
together by these clasps, rings, and a ring through the Scriptures and still today a symbol of never ending 
love: 
(Leviticus 25:10 NKJV)  'And you shall consecrate the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout all the land to all its inhabitants. It 
shall be a Jubilee for you; and each of you shall return to his possession, and each of you shall return to his family. 
(Leviticus 25:11 NKJV)  'That fiftieth year shall be a Jubilee to you; in it you shall neither sow nor reap what grows of i ts own accord, 
nor gather the grapes of your untended vine. 
(Leviticus 25:12 NKJV)  'For it is the Jubilee; it shall be holy to you; you shall eat its produce from the field. 
(Leviticus 25:13 NKJV)  'In this Year of Jubilee, each of you shall return to his possession. 
(Leviticus 25:14 NKJV)  'And if you sell anything to your neighbor or buy from your neighbor's hand, you shall not oppress one 
another. 



 
One Tabernacle 
Verse 6 - So that it may be one tabernacle: The spiritual principle illustrated with this method of joining the 
curtains is unity in diversity. It is the same idea of Romans 12:5: we, being many, are one body in Christ, 
and individually members of one another. 
(Romans 12:4 NKJV)  For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do not have the same function, 
(Romans 12:5 NKJV)  so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another. 

 
Covering 1 – Angels all Around / Observing Us to Learn of God / Babies 
So the first covering would have these cherubim’s and the priests would continually be reminded of the 
angels in their midst.  The same is true for us, as angels are continually around us, observing us, 
because the Scriptures tell us that the angels study us to learn and understand God’s grace.  I think for 
the most part we miss this, that there are angels all around us, but it is true.  I’m convinced that our little 
children can see them, but that something happens as we grow older.  My baby will just stare at a spot on 
a totally white wall, and just smile away (even before he would smile and interact with us his parents).  If 
you moved him his body would move but his head and eyes would stay focused on that spot. 
(1 Peter 1:10 NKJV)  Of this salvation the prophets have inquired and searched carefully, who prophesied of the grace that would 
come to you, 
(1 Peter 1:11 NKJV)  searching what, or what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ who was in them was indicating when He test ified 
beforehand the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow. 
(1 Peter 1:12 NKJV)  To them it was revealed that, not to themselves, but to us they were ministering the things which now have 
been reported to you through those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven; things which angels 
desire to look into. 

 
Angels before the Throne 24x7  
There in heaven, 24x7, before the Throne of God are angels lifting up praise to the King: 
(Revelation 4:8 NKJV)  The four living creatures, each having six wings, were full of eyes around and within. And they do not rest 
day or night, saying: “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, Who was and is and is to come!” 
(Revelation 4:9 NKJV)  Whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, who lives 
forever and ever, 
(Revelation 4:10 NKJV)  the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on the throne and worship Him who lives forever and 
ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying: 
(Revelation 4:11 NKJV)  “You are worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and honor and power; For You created all things, And by Your 
will they exist and were created.” 

 

Goat’s Hair Covering (26:7-13) 
(Exodus 26:7 NKJV)  "You shall also make curtains of goats' hair, to be a tent over the tabernacle. 
You shall make eleven curtains. 
(Exodus 26:8 NKJV)  "The length of each curtain shall be thirty cubits, and the width of each 
curtain four cubits; and the eleven curtains shall all have the same measurements. 
(Exodus 26:9 NKJV)  "And you shall couple five curtains by themselves and six curtains by 
themselves, and you shall double over the sixth curtain at the forefront of the tent. 
(Exodus 26:10 NKJV)  "You shall make fifty loops on the edge of the curtain that is outermost in 
one set, and fifty loops on the edge of the curtain of the second set. 
(Exodus 26:11 NKJV)  "And you shall make fifty bronze clasps, put the clasps into the loops, and 
couple the tent together, that it may be one. 
(Exodus 26:12 NKJV)  "The remnant that remains of the curtains of the tent, the half curtain that 
remains, shall hang over the back of the tabernacle. 
(Exodus 26:13 NKJV)  "And a cubit on one side and a cubit on the other side, of what remains of 
the length of the curtains of the tent, shall hang over the sides of the tabernacle, on this side and 
on that side, to cover it. 
 
Coarse & Thick / Little Longer 
Verse 7 - Make curtains of goats' hair: The second covering was made of goats' hair, producing a fabric 
dark, thick, and coarse - somewhat like felt. This covering was made by joining together five and six strips 
of fabric with each strip being 45 feet (15 meters) long and 6 feet (2 meters) wide.  Made a little longer 
because it had to go over the first curtain.   
 
 



Coupled Together  
Verse 9 - Couple the tent together, that it may be one: The set of five strips and the set of six strips were 
joined together with a series of loops and bronze clasps. The inner covering or curtain used gold clasps, 
but this second covering used bronze. 
 
Remnant covered Back of Tabernacle 
Verse 12 - The remnant that remains . . . shall hang over the back of the tabernacle: Since the goats' hair 
layer was six feet (2 meters) longer than the fine linen layer, the extra six feet covered over the back 
portion of the tent. 
 
Total Covering of the Fine Linen / Things of Heaven only Seen if Enter In 
Verse 13 - A cubit on one side, and a cubit on the other side: Since the goats' hair covering was wider by 
3 feet (2 meters), this layer completely covered over the fine linen layer.  Therefore, the fine linen layer - 
the "heavenly" set of coverings - was completely obscured and overlapped by the dark covering of goats' 
hair. It was not open to observation, even in part. Heaven remained hidden to all except those who enter 
in through the door of the tabernacle. 
 

Ram Skin Covering (26:14a) 
(Exodus 26:14 NKJV)  "You shall also make a covering of ram skins dyed red for the tent, and a 
covering of badger skins above that. 
 
No Specific Size Given 
Verse 14a - You shall also make a covering of ram skins: The covering of ram skins was like fine leather 
dyed red. No specific size or arrangement is mentioned for the assembling of this covering. 
 
Genesis 22 / Abraham Interrupted by God / Ram Instead / Ram’s Horn – Year of Jubilee 
Ram’s skin takes us back to Genesis 22, and God would give us a picture of God the Father and God the 
Son, as Abraham would take his only son Isaac and lift the knife to sacrifice him.  That very place some 
2000 years later is where God would sacrifice His only Son.  Ready to plunge the knife into the chest of 
his son, Abraham was interrupted by God and told to sacrifice the ram that was caught in the thicket 
instead.  To this day, it is the ram’s horn (called shofar) which is blown at the year of Jubilee because the 
ram’s horn is a symbol and picture of grace. 
 

Badger Skin Covering (26:14b) 
(Exodus 26:14 NKJV)  "You shall also make a covering of ram skins dyed red for the tent, and a 
covering of badger skins above that. 
 
Badger – Possibly Sea Cows / Water-proofing / Not Beautiful  
Verse 14b.-  A covering of badger skins above that: The outer covering of badger skins (or, perhaps 
porpoise or sea-cow skins) was a durable and water resistant outer covering. It wasn't particularly 
beautiful to look at. 
 
Very Dark – Only Light was the Lampstand 
When these four layers of curtains were laid on one another, the result was very dry and very dark tent. 
The only light came from the lampstand described in the previous chapter, another picture of Christ and 
us (please read that study over again). 
 
Beauty Covered with Unattractive – Very Common Looking 
So the beautiful fine linen was covered with this unattractive goat’s hair, and those who would look at it 
from the outside would see nothing to desire, maybe even say that is ugly, and very common looking, and 
hence we see another picture of Jesus Christ.  The Scriptures say there was nothing beautiful of His 
outward appearance that man should desire Him.  But we know as we have looked into His beautiful 
heart and fallen deeply in love with Him for what is inside of Him: 
(Isaiah 53:2 NKJV)  For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, And as a root out of dry ground. He has no form or 
comeliness; And when we see Him, There is no beauty that we should desire Him. 



(Isaiah 53:3 NKJV)  He is despised and rejected by men, A Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. And we hid, as it were, our 
faces from Him; He was despised, and we did not esteem Him. 
(Isaiah 53:4 NKJV)  Surely He has borne our griefs And carried our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him stricken, Smitten by God, and 
afflicted. 
(Isaiah 53:5 NKJV)  But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace 
was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed. 
(Isaiah 53:6 NKJV)  All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way; And the LORD has laid on Him 
the iniquity of us all. 
(Isaiah 53:7 NKJV)  He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter , 
And as a sheep before its shearers is silent, So He opened not His mouth. 

 
Picture of Us 
As Jesus is, so are we.  These outward bodies may not be so beautiful, but it is what God has done on 
the inside that makes us so beautiful. 
 
 



The Boards Fitted Together & the Veil  
(26:15-37) 

 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
Tonight – Look at Tabernacle 
Tonight we will look closely at the making of the tabernacle.  The tabernacle was a tent with a frame and 
a series of elaborate coverings.  
 
Revealed to Moses – Inside Out / Works in His People Same Way 
The plans for the tabernacle were revealed to Moses from the inside out, starting with the interior furniture 
and then working out. We approach the sanctuary from the outside in, but God builds the sanctuary from 
the inside out. He works in His people according to the same pattern.  So in the past few chapters we 
have studied and looked at inside the Holy of Holies and look at the Ark of the Covenant, the Mercy Seat 
over the Ark, we looked at the Table of Showbread.  Now we will look at the framework and covering for 
the Tabernacle.  
 
30,000ft View / Wood – Fine Linen – Goat – Ram - Badger 
Let me first give you an overview, and then we will read verse by verse.  Just reading can get confusing, 
but look at the 30,000 foot level first, then the detailed reading is very interesting, and to me, very exciting 
as we see all the pictures of Christ, and us.  So the Tabernacle, and when I say that I am just talking 
specifically about the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies, even though generally when we speak of the 
Tabernacle we think of the Outer Court also.  The tabernacle (the Holy Place and Holy of Holies) was first 
framed out by wooden boards; each board (48 boards), with no wooden roof.  Stretched over this wooden 
frame would be 4 coverings, first a covering of beautiful fine linen with beautiful tapestries of angels.  
Covering that would be a covering of goat hair, then covering those 2 would be covering of ram skin that 
was dyed red, and then lastly covering all three of those would be a covering of badger skin.  Inside the 
tabernacle, a veil would separate between the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies.  As you know, the High 
Priest once a year on the Day of Atonement (Commonly referred to today as the Yom Kippur) and make a 
sacrifice for sin on behalf of the Nation Israel; all a foreshadow of Jesus Christ who would not only be our 
High Priest, but He would also be the final sacrifice for the forgiveness of sin. 
 
Verse-by-Verse / Not Return Void / NT Principle – OT Picture 
The reading word for word can seem tedious, but God says His Word will not return void, and as treasure 
hunters, we won’t be disappointed that we have as we will see Jesus Christ revealed before us in a 
wonderfully way, and ourselves too, because this tabernacle wasn’t just something that was made 3500 
years ago, but something that continues on today for each believer in this room.  You see, for every New 
Testament principle there is an Old Testament picture for us to grab hold of the doctrine and truths of that 
principle.  God’s Word, 66 Books, 1189 chapters, 31,102 verses, and 773, 692 words, all Inspired by the 
Living God who wants to take us into His depth of wisdom, knowledge, and love. 
 
Jesus Tabernacled 
This tabernacle was where God would dwell and meet with His people.  Tabernacle means to dwell, 
encamp, to occupy.  John 1 says that Jesus came to tabernacle among His people 
(John 1:14 NKJV)  And the Word became flesh and dwelt (tabernacled – G4637) among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of 
the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 
4637. skenoo, skay-no'-o; from G4636; to tent or encamp, i.e. (fig.) to occupy (as a mansion) or (spec.) to reside (as God did in the 
Tabernacle of old, a symbol of protection and communion):--dwell. 

 
 
 



Dwell in Us 
And later God would tabernacle, dwell in His people: 
(2 Corinthians 6:16 NKJV)  And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As God 
has said: “I will dwell in them And walk among them. I will be their God, And they shall be My people.” 

 
So these things we study of here in the tabernacle are all pictures of Christ, but also pictures of us.  1 
John 2 says that it is true in Him, and it is true in us, because we are in Him: 
(1 John 2:8 NKJV)  Again, a new commandment I write to you, which thing is true in Him and in you, because the darkness is 
passing away, and the true light is already shining. 
 
(1 John 4:13 NKJV)  By this we know that we abide in Him, and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit. 
 
(1 John 5:20 NKJV)  And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us an understanding, that we may know Him who 
is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life. 

 
Outline for Chapter 26 – The Tabernacle of God 

• Fine Linen Curtains (26:1-6) 

• Goat’s Hair Covering (26:7-13) 

• Ram Skin Covering (26:14a) 

• Badger Skin Covering (26:14b) 

• The Boards of the Tabernacle (26:15-30) 

• The Veil between Holy Place and Holy of Holies (26:31-35) 

• The Door – One Way into the Tabernacle (26:36-37) 
 

The Boards of the Tabernacle (26:15-30) 
(Exodus 26:15 NKJV)  "And for the tabernacle you shall make the boards of acacia wood, standing 
upright. 
(Exodus 26:16 NKJV)  "Ten cubits shall be the length of a board, and a cubit and a half shall be 
the width of each board. 
(Exodus 26:17 NKJV)  "Two tenons shall be in each board for binding one to another. Thus you 
shall make for all the boards of the tabernacle. 
(Exodus 26:18 NKJV)  "And you shall make the boards for the tabernacle, twenty boards for the 
south side. 
(Exodus 26:19 NKJV)  "You shall make forty sockets of silver under the twenty boards: two 
sockets under each of the boards for its two tenons. 
(Exodus 26:20 NKJV)  "And for the second side of the tabernacle, the north side, there shall be 
twenty boards 
(Exodus 26:21 NKJV)  "and their forty sockets of silver: two sockets under each of the boards. 
(Exodus 26:22 NKJV)  "For the far side of the tabernacle, westward, you shall make six boards. 
(Exodus 26:23 NKJV)  "And you shall also make two boards for the two back corners of the 
tabernacle. 
(Exodus 26:24 NKJV)  "They shall be coupled together at the bottom and they shall be coupled 
together at the top by one ring. Thus it shall be for both of them. They shall be for the two corners. 
(Exodus 26:25 NKJV)  "So there shall be eight boards with their sockets of silver; sixteen sockets; 
two sockets under each board. 
 
Made wood – Overlaid with gold / 15 feet by 2 feet 
For the tabernacle you shall make the boards of acacia wood: Each board was made of acacia wood and 
overlaid with gold (verse 29). Each board was 15 feet (5 meters) high and 2 feet 3 inches (about .75 
meter) wide. 
 
20 North – 20 South – 6 West – 2 for Corner 
Twenty boards for the south side: The north and south sides of the tabernacle had 20 boards each. The 
back (westward) side was six boards wide with two corner boards, for a total of eight boards across the 
back. 
 
 



Held together Top by Ring / Rings & bars 
Coupled together at the top by one ring: Each board was joined together by a system of tenons (tabs) 
with rings, through which ran bars. Each board had four rings through which the bars ran, and the corner 
boards had eight rings, four on two sides to accommodate the corners. 
 
Resting on Sockets of Silver 
d. So there shall be eight boards with their sockets of silver; sixteen sockets: Each board rested on two 
sockets of silver, each socket made with one talent of silver. Therefore each board rested on a base of 
264 pounds (120 kilos) of silver. 
 
Silver – Metal of Redemption / Jesus Betrayed 30 Pieces of Silver 
Silver is the metal associated with redemption and payment for sin (Exodus 21:32, Leviticus 5:15, 27:3, 
27:6, Numbers 18:16, and Deuteronomy 22:19). Jesus was betrayed for silver (Matthew 26:15). The 
tabernacle's foundation was silver - pointing to the redeeming work of Jesus Christ. 

• ii. Perhaps the dual nature of the foundation had to do with the two sources of revelation - the Old 
and New Testaments. 

• iii. The silver of redemption also separated the tabernacle from the dirt of the desert floor. Jesus' 
redeeming work separates us from the world. 

 
(Exodus 26:26 NKJV)  "And you shall make bars of acacia wood: five for the boards on one side of 
the tabernacle, 
(Exodus 26:27 NKJV)  "five bars for the boards on the other side of the tabernacle, and five bars 
for the boards of the side of the tabernacle, for the far side westward. 
(Exodus 26:28 NKJV)  "The middle bar shall pass through the midst of the boards from end to 
end. 
(Exodus 26:29 NKJV)  "You shall overlay the boards with gold, make their rings of gold as holders 
for the bars, and overlay the bars with gold. 
 
Bars Overlaid with Gold / Ran entire Length 
And you shall make bars of acacia wood: Each bar was made of acacia wood and overlaid in gold. 
Seemingly, the bars ran the entire length of each side, linking together each board into one system. 
 
Bar Through Middle Invisible  
The middle bar shall pass through the midst of the boards from end to end: Four bars ran horizontally on 
each side, linking each board. One bar - the middle bar - was invisible, running in the middle of each 
board. 
 
Personal Application / Jesus making a Body 
This Tabernacle is a beautiful picture of the body of Christ.  Jesus wanting to tabernacle in His people, 
Jesus making for Himself a body (the Church): 
(Ephesians 1:22 NKJV)  And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, 
(Ephesians 1:23 NKJV)  which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all. 

 
Boards taken from World / Wrapped in Gold -  Resting on Silver / Not of the World – But In World 
These wood boards, cut out from the world, overlaid by gold (representing God’s deity) as He wraps us 
up in Him.  The wood was taken out of the world, but still in the world as it sets upon the earth, but it rests 
on a foundation of silver, as silver represents redemption, and Jesus has redeemed us from this world, an 
even though we are of the world, we are not in the world: 
(John 17:16 NKJV)  "They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 
(John 17:17 NKJV)  "Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth. 
(John 17:18 NKJV)  "As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world. 

 
Lord knitting a Body – Individual Boards / Board can’t Stand Alone – Or Fall Away 
But the Lord is joining us together, knitting a body together, as He takes each of us individually (individual 
boards taken out of the world) and then joins us together to make a body (His Church) for Him to dwell in.  
Now you see, each board could never stand alone by itself; a board not joined together would fall right 
over.  But when joined together, knitted, pegged, barred together would stand firm and strong.  Christian 



how we need to be linked together so that we may stand firm and strong together; how many Christians 
fall away, fall down, because they are not pegged together, they are trying to stand on their on.   
 
Brothers Struggling – Accountability Partner 
So many brothers and sisters struggling with lust, pornography, alcohol, temper problems, critical spirits, 
and the sort.  We need to be knitted, linked closely to another board to keep each other up.  
Accountability is huge in this Christian walk, yet so often ignored.  We each should have that brother-to-
brother, sister-to-sister, that we hold each other accountable; saying hey how are you doing in that area, 
I’ll call you this week, you call me, lets have coffee to talk and pray.  Accountability is vital for healthy 
spiritual growth, and healing of wounds: 
(James 5:16 KJV)  Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer 
of a righteous man availeth much. 

 
Bars Kept boards Straight / Ephesians 4 
We see that all the boards were held together by bars running from end-to-end.  The bars are what kept 
the boards straight.  There was one bar that ran on the holes within the wood boards, and then there 
were 4 bars that went through the clasps on each board.  How often there are those (boards) who say I’m 
bored with this whole church thing, I’m fine on my on, yet how many fall over, get out of line, because 
they are no longer kept straight by the bars running from end-to-end.  Five bars remind me of Ephesians, 
the gifts God has given the Church for the perfecting of the saints: 
(Ephesians 4:11 NKJV)  And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and 
teachers, 
(Ephesians 4:12 NKJV)  for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 
(Ephesians 4:13 NKJV)  till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the 
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; 

 
Ephesians 4 
The 5 fold ministry of the gifts that God has given to the church and their purposes: 

• Apostles - for governing the people. 

• Prophets - for guiding the people. 

• Evangelist - for gathering the people. 

• Shepherds - for guarding the people. 

• Teachers - for grounding the people in the truth. 
 
No Need for Perfecting / No One to see they out of Align / Rings of Love 
How easy for those who say I don’t need the church, in essence they are saying I don’t need any 
perfecting for I am fine as I am, and they get out of line, and don’t even realize they have because there is 
none there for them to see how far they have gone.  Same for 2 people who together say we don’t need 
church, we have this all figured out, we will just meet the 2 of us; they will never know they are going 
astray because they are going astray together with no “bar” to keep them straight. 
 
Rings of Love 
I might add that the top of the boards were held together by rings, and as we have studied, rings 
represent unconditional and undying love.  How the Lord loves us, and how we should love one another. 
 
(Exodus 26:30 NKJV)  "And you shall raise up the tabernacle according to its pattern which you 
were shown on the mountain. 
 

The Veil between Holy Place and Holy of Holies (26:31-35) 
(Exodus 26:31 NKJV)  "You shall make a veil woven of blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and fine 
woven linen. It shall be woven with an artistic design of cherubim. 
(Exodus 26:32 NKJV)  "You shall hang it upon the four pillars of acacia wood overlaid with gold. 
Their hooks shall be gold, upon four sockets of silver. 
(Exodus 26:33 NKJV)  "And you shall hang the veil from the clasps. Then you shall bring the ark 
of the Testimony in there, behind the veil. The veil shall be a divider for you between the holy 
place and the Most Holy. 



(Exodus 26:34 NKJV)  "You shall put the mercy seat upon the ark of the Testimony in the Most 
Holy. 
(Exodus 26:35 NKJV)  "You shall set the table outside the veil, and the lampstand across from the 
table on the side of the tabernacle toward the south; and you shall put the table on the north side. 
 
Divided 2 Compartments  
The veil shall be a divider for you between the holy place and the Most Holy: The veil separated the tent 
into two compartments. The first compartment was the holy place, which was the larger room, first 
entered, with the table of showbread, the lampstand, and the altar of incense. The second compartment 
was the Most Holy place, a smaller room with the Ark of the Covenant. 
 
High Priest Enter Once a year 
This veil was a barrier, and no priest could go beyond the veil into the Most Holy place except the high 
priest. He could only enter once a year, and that on the Day of Atonement to make a sin offering before 
the Lord on behalf of the Nation of Israel.  So man could not just stroll into the Holy of Holies, for if they 
did they would be consumed by God because of their sinfulness.  
 
God’s Glory Came / Truly what all Men Seek 
It would be here in the Holy of Holies that the Glory (kabowd) of God would be.  This is truly what every 
man is seeking, to see the glory of the Lord (whether they know it or not).  Man was created for fellowship 
with God (Revelation 4;11), to see His glory, and it was here that God’s glory would fall, but only the High 
Priest once a year could see the glory of God, because the Veil separated man from seeing the glory of 
God: 
(Exodus 40:34 NKJV)  Then the cloud covered the tabernacle of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 
(Exodus 40:35 NKJV)  And Moses was not able to enter the tabernacle of meeting, because the cloud rested above it, and the glory 
of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 
 
(Revelation 4:11 KJV)  Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy 
pleasure they are and were created. 

 
The Veil is Flesh of Jesus / Hebrews 10 
This veil (as beautiful as it was) separated the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies, the place where the 
glory of God rested.  Sinful man could not come before the Holy God.  The Veil goes back to the garden 
as the angels separate man from the tree of life and be left in that state forever.  As we say, the best 
commentary on the bible is the Bible, and Hebrews tells us what exactly this veil represents, and that is 
body of Jesus Christ.  Everything in the tabernacle points to Jesus Christ and the New Testament gives 
us the understanding of exactly what the Veil represents: 
(Hebrews 10:19 NKJV)  Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, 
(Hebrews 10:20 NKJV)  by a new and living way which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh, 

 
4 Colors – 4 Gospels / 4 Pillars 
Verse 31 - "You shall make a veil woven of blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and fine woven linen. It shall 
be woven with an artistic design of cherubim - The veil was made of 4 colors.  Again, the number 4 brings 
to mind the 4 gospels which correspond perfectly to these 4 colors, and that the veil was hung on 4 pillars 
(verse 32).  The 4 gospels all speak and tell us of Jesus, the 4 gospels hold Jesus up to us, puts Him 
before us: 

• Luke’s gospel would speak of the righteous humanity of Jesus Christ which would be typified by 
the fine white linen.   

• John’s gospel portrays Jesus as Deity, which would be typified by the blue, the color of the 
heavens.   

• Matthew writes of Jesus the King of the Jews, as seen by the color purple which is the color 
signified for royalty.   

• Mark speaks of Jesus as the suffering servant, which we see in the color scarlet.  
 
Beautiful – but also a Barrier 
The veil was beautiful, but it was also a barrier as it kept people from seeing into, and entering into the 
Holy of Holies, where the glory of God resided, where man could enter into and fellowship with God.  



Jesus was the barrier because of His “fine linen”, white, pure white, which spoke of His perfectness, His 
righteousness.  Jesus was perfect and without fault.  Jesus, is the standard; man may think he is pretty 
good compared to ole Joe over there, and think he is doing pretty good before God, but when man 
compares himself to the perfection of Jesus, man is left guilty and condemned, and outside not able to 
enter into and experience the glory of God.  Jesus set the bar, and the 4 gospels give us the details to 
confirm that He was (Luke 23;4), and we are not.  Jesus would say, be perfect, just as your Father in 
heaven is, and then He would say He that has seen Me, has seen the Father: 
(Luke 23:4 NKJV)  So Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowd, "I find no fault in this Man." 
 
(Matthew 27:3 NKJV)  Then Judas, His betrayer, seeing that He had been condemned, was remorseful and brought back the thirty 
pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, 
(Matthew 27:4 NKJV)  saying, "I have sinned by betraying innocent blood." And they said, "What is that to us? You see to it!" 

 
(Matthew 5:48 NKJV)  "Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect. 
 
(John 14:9 NKJV)  Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me 
has seen the Father; so how can you say, 'Show us the Father'? 

 
Mount of Transfiguration 
I believe that Jesus that day on the Mount of Transfiguration, had achieved and met all requirements of 
perfection, that He at that time could have walked into heaven based on His works, of keeping all the 
Law; but thankfully He didn’t just say ‘see it could be done”, but chose to get it done for us: 
(Matthew 17:1 NKJV)  Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, led them up on a high mountain by 
themselves; 
(Matthew 17:2 NKJV)  and He was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became as white as the 
light………………………………. 
(Matthew 17:5 NKJV)  While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and suddenly a voice came out of 
the cloud, saying, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear Him!" 

 
Jesus Opened the Way – Veil Torn Top to Bottom / 15by15 – 10 Inches / Barrier now Bridge 
Jesus got it done alright, as He chose the nails, that the veil might be torn, and the way opened for us to 
boldly enter into the glory of God, as God would tear the veil from top to bottom, and say “come”.  Top to 
bottom, torn from above, as God would reach down out of heaven and tear this veil and say come in 
through the Son.  Now the specification we have read tell us the veil would have been 15 feet high, and 
15 feet wide, and one Jesus commentary said that the veil was 10 inches thick, so thick that it took 300 
priests to carry it when the Nation of Israel would move locations.  No earthquake ripped this veil, it was 
none other than the Divine Hand of God, God the Father reaching down out of heaven and tearing His 
Only Son in half, for you and for I, what love they Godhead has for us.  The barrier is now the Bridge; 
(Hebrews 10:19 NKJV)  Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, 
(Hebrews 10:20 NKJV)  by a new and living way which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh, 
 
(Hebrews 4:16 NKJV)  Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time 
of need. 
 
(Matthew 27:51 NKJV)  Then, behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom; and the earth quaked, and the rocks 
were split, 

 
The Gospel 
That is why this is called the gospel, which means “Good News”, come on in and enjoy the glory of the 
Lord! 
 

The Door – One Way into the Tabernacle (26:36-37) 
(Exodus 26:36 NKJV)  "You shall make a screen for the door of the tabernacle, woven of blue, 
purple, and scarlet thread, and fine woven linen, made by a weaver. 
(Exodus 26:37 NKJV)  "And you shall make for the screen five pillars of acacia wood, and overlay 
them with gold; their hooks shall be of gold, and you shall cast five sockets of bronze for them. 
 
1 Way – 1 Door 
This door was to the front of the tabernacle, and there was only one way in, and of course that is so as 
the picture of Jesus, He is the Door, He is the only way to come before God: 



(John 10:9 NKJV)  "I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture. 
 
(Acts 4:12 NKJV)  "Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must 
be saved." 

 



Exodus 27 
The Court of the Tabernacle (27:1-21) 

 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
Tonight – Look at Tabernacle 
Tonight we will look closely again at the making of the tabernacle.  The tabernacle was a tent with a 
frame and a series of elaborate coverings and would be the center piece of the Nation of Israel, it would 
be where they would meet with the Lord, for God was their national identity. 
 
30,000ft View / Wood – Fine Linen – Goat – Ram - Badger 
Let me first give you an overview, and then we will read verse by verse.  Just reading can get confusing, 
but look at the 30,000 foot level first, then the detailed reading is very interesting, and to me, very exciting 
as we see all the pictures of Christ, and us.  So the Tabernacle, and when I say that I am just talking 
specifically about the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies, even though generally when we speak of the 
Tabernacle we think of the Outer Court also.  The tabernacle (the Holy Place and Holy of Holies) was first 
framed out by wooden boards; each board (48 boards), with no wooden roof.  Stretched over this wooden 
frame would be 4 coverings, first a covering of beautiful fine linen with beautiful tapestries of angels.  
Covering that would be a covering of goat hair, then covering those 2 would be covering of ram skin that 
was dyed red, and then lastly covering all three of those would be a covering of badger skin.  Inside the 
tabernacle, a veil would separate between the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies.  As you know, the High 
Priest once a year on the Day of Atonement (Commonly referred to today as the Yom Kippur) and make a 
sacrifice for sin on behalf of the Nation Israel; all a foreshadow of Jesus Christ who would not only be our 
High Priest, but He would also be the final sacrifice for the forgiveness of sin. 
 
Verse-by-Verse / Not Return Void / NT Principle – OT Picture 
The reading word for word can seem tedious, but God says His Word will not return void, and as treasure 
hunters, we won’t be disappointed that we have as we will see Jesus Christ revealed before us in a 
wonderfully way, and ourselves too, because this tabernacle wasn’t just something that was made 3500 
years ago, but something that continues on today for each believer in this room.  You see, for every New 
Testament principle there is an Old Testament picture for us to grab hold of the doctrine and truths of that 
principle.  God’s Word, 66 Books, 1189 chapters, 31,102 verses, and 773, 692 words, all Inspired by the 
Living God who wants to take us into His depth of wisdom, knowledge, and love. 
 
Jesus Tabernacled 
This tabernacle was where God would dwell and meet with His people.  Tabernacle means to dwell, 
encamp, to occupy.  John 1 says that Jesus came to tabernacle among His people 
(John 1:14 NKJV)  And the Word became flesh and dwelt (tabernacled – G4637) among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of 
the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 
4637. skenoo, skay-no'-o; from G4636; to tent or encamp, i.e. (fig.) to occupy (as a mansion) or (spec.) to reside (as God did in the 
Tabernacle of old, a symbol of protection and communion):--dwell. 

 
Dwell in Us 
And later God would tabernacle, dwell in His people: 
(2 Corinthians 6:16 NKJV)  And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As God 
has said: “I will dwell in them And walk among them. I will be their God, And they shall be My people.” 

 
Outline for Chapter 27 – The Outer Court of the Tabernacle of God 

• The Bronze Altar (27:1-8) 

• Court of the Tabernacle (27:9-15) 

• The Gate of the Courtyard (27:16-19) 



• The Lampstand (27:20-21) 
 

The Bronze Altar (27:1-8) 
(Exodus 27:1 NKJV)  "You shall make an altar of acacia wood, five cubits long and five cubits 
wide; the altar shall be square; and its height shall be three cubits. 
(Exodus 27:2 NKJV)  "You shall make its horns on its four corners; its horns shall be of one piece 
with it. And you shall overlay it with bronze. 
(Exodus 27:3 NKJV)  "Also you shall make its pans to receive its ashes, and its shovels and its 
basins and its forks and its firepans; you shall make all its utensils of bronze. 
(Exodus 27:4 NKJV)  "You shall make a grate for it, a network of bronze; and on the network you 
shall make four bronze rings at its four corners. 
(Exodus 27:5 NKJV)  "You shall put it under the rim of the altar beneath, that the network may be 
midway up the altar. 
(Exodus 27:6 NKJV)  "And you shall make poles for the altar, poles of acacia wood, and overlay 
them with bronze. 
(Exodus 27:7 NKJV)  "The poles shall be put in the rings, and the poles shall be on the two sides 
of the altar to bear it. 
(Exodus 27:8 NKJV)  "You shall make it hollow with boards; as it was shown you on the mountain, 
so shall they make it. 
 
Killing Place 
The idea behind the Hebrew word for altar is essentially, "killing-place."  So when we read the word altar, 
you could just insert the words, “the killing place”, and I think these verses will take on a whole new 
meaning for us. Verse 1 then would read: 
(Exodus 27:1 NKJV)  "You shall make “a killing place” of acacia wood, five cubits long and five cubits wide; the altar shall be square; 
and its height shall be three cubits. 

 
7.5 by 4.5 / Bronze is Judgment 
The altar was a box-like structure and because of its overlay of bronze it could survive high temperatures. 
The altar was 7 feet 6 inches (2.5 meters) square, and 4 feet 6 inches (1.5 meters) high.  Bronze is the 
color of judgment, as we had seen in Numbers 21 when the people were complaining of God and God 
brought judgment upon them for their complaining and murmuring as many fell sick.  Yet He still provided 
a way for healing when the bronze serpent was lifted up in the wilderness that whosoever would look at 
the bronze serpent lifted up, would be healed: 
Numbers 21:8 - 9 (NKJV) 8Then the LORD said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a pole; and it shall be that everyone 
who is bitten, when he looks at it, shall live.”  9So Moses made a bronze serpent, and put it on a pole; and so it was, if a serpent had 
bitten anyone, when he looked at the bronze serpent, he lived. 

 
Horns held Sacrifice 
c. Make its horns on its four corners: There were to be horns on the altar, so the altar would "reach out" to 
all directions. In sacrifice, atoning blood was applied to each horn.  The sacrifice would be tied to the 
horns. 
 
Each Utensil Specially Made 
a. Make its pans to receive its ashes, and its shovels and its basins and its forks and its firepans: These 
utensils were used in the preparation of the offerings and the maintenance of the altar. Each was 
specially made for the tabernacle out of bronze and each was set-aside for the work of the tabernacle.  
That is no different for the vessels God uses today, each one is specially made and set apart by God for a 
specific purpose, that is you and me. 
 
Grate – Ashes  
b. Make a grate for it, a network of bronze: The grate provided a floor for the altar so the ashes and burnt 
remains fell down through the network of bronze. The grate also had the rings and the poles with which 
the altar was carried. 
 
 
 



First Encounter was the Altar / Millions of Sacrifices – Speaking of Christ 
First thing you encounter when you enter into the outer court was this altar. This altar made for sacrifices, 
the shedding of blood. Day after day, year after year the story of the Lamb would be told, how many 
millions of sacrifices, how many millions of gallons of blood would be offered on this altar, all a picture of 
the Promised final Sacrifice, Jesus Christ.  
Genesis 3:15 (NKJV) 15    And I will put enmity     Between you and the woman,     And between your seed and her Seed;     He 
shall bruise your head,     And you shall bruise His heel.” 

 
Enter into Worship through Blood 
No one could enter in to the courtyard without knowing that the only way to come before God was through 
the shedding of blood.  Man could only come into the worship of God through the shed blood. 
(Hebrews 9:20 NKJV)  saying, "This is the blood of the covenant which God has commanded you." 
(Hebrews 9:21 NKJV)  Then likewise he sprinkled with blood both the tabernacle and all the vessels of the ministry. 
(Hebrews 9:22 NKJV)  And according to the law almost all things are purified with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no 
remission. 
(Hebrews 9:23 NKJV)  Therefore it was necessary that the copies of the things in the heavens should be purified with these, but the 
heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 
(Hebrews 9:24 NKJV)  For Christ has not entered the holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true, but into heaven 
itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us; 
(Hebrews 9:25 NKJV)  not that He should offer Himself often, as the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood of 
another; 

 
How Blessed we Are / The Political Correct – have no Place  
How blessed we are to have the bronze altar.  The politically correct, the all roads lead to God people, the 
lets all get along people, they have no bronze altar in their life. They have no place that sinful man caw 
come and be cleansed, a place to be refreshed, to be refocused, to see how much they are worth to God.  
 
God Loves Me So Much – gives Place Know Right 
God loves me enough to give His only sin for me.  That He made a place to say, to point, look here at this 
place and you will find a place of forgiveness, the place of life, the place of love, the place I know I am 
right with Him no matter what is going on in my life. 
 
World has no Altar 
The world has no altar, thus their hope is hopeful at best, no surety, no rock solid foundation to stand on. 
They have no place to go to grab hold of and say this is my surety.  How sad for them. 
 
The Horns Held – Jesus needed no Ropes / Looking out Number 1 
Those horns that the sacrifice was tied to there at the killing place, were pictures of Jesus being tied to 
the altar, the killing place, the cross.  But it wasn’t nails or rope that held Him to the cross, but the bands 
of love for you and I that held Him there.  He would be mocked by the religious people who would say that 
He saved others (speaking of His healings, raising the dead, miracles) but He can’t save Himself.  Had 
Jesus saved Himself, then He couldn’t have saved us.  When they said come down from there if you are 
really God, had Jesus had done that then He would be just like everyone else in the world, hey I’m 
looking out for number 1; but not Jesus, He considered us number 1, and needed no nails to hold Him 
there, for His love for you and me was greater than any nail. 
 
Altar had Poles - Mobile 
This altar would be carried by poles, it was mobile.  What a wonderful picture of Communion; that 
wherever we are at, Communion is available, that we can remember what the final sacrifice has done for 
us. 
 

Court of the Tabernacle (27:9-15) 
(Exodus 27:9 NKJV)  "You shall also make the court of the tabernacle. For the south side there 
shall be hangings for the court made of fine woven linen, one hundred cubits long for one side. 
(Exodus 27:10 NKJV)  "And its twenty pillars and their twenty sockets shall be bronze. The hooks 
of the pillars and their bands shall be silver. 



(Exodus 27:11 NKJV)  "Likewise along the length of the north side there shall be hangings one 
hundred cubits long, with its twenty pillars and their twenty sockets of bronze, and the hooks of 
the pillars and their bands of silver. 
(Exodus 27:12 NKJV)  "And along the width of the court on the west side shall be hangings of fifty 
cubits, with their ten pillars and their ten sockets. 
(Exodus 27:13 NKJV)  "The width of the court on the east side shall be fifty cubits. 
(Exodus 27:14 NKJV)  "The hangings on one side of the gate shall be fifteen cubits, with their 
three pillars and their three sockets. 
(Exodus 27:15 NKJV)  "And on the other side shall be hangings of fifteen cubits, with their three 
pillars and their three sockets. 
 
150-75 
a. Also make the court of the tabernacle: The courtyard was marked off by a fine linen fence, white in 
color. It provided an area of 150 feet (50 meters) by 75 feet (25 meters). 
 
20 Pillars Long / 10 Short / 3 on 3  
b. Its twenty pillars and their twenty sockets shall be bronze: The short linen "fence" surrounding the 
courtyard was held up by a system of bronze pillars, twenty on the long sides and ten pillars on the short 
side of the rectangular-shaped court, with three pillars on the side with the entrance to the tabernacle. 
 
Fence 7.5 high / Had to enter in to Experience  
Exodus 27:18 tells us that the pillars were 7.5 feet (2.5 meters) high. Each had a bronze base and silver 
top piece, and a silver hook for hanging the linen upon.  The walls would be high enough that you could 
hear the worship going on inside the Court yard and the tabernacle, but you could see and experience 
unless you went in. See the same today, people can hear about the church, but a person has to enter in 
to experience and enjoy. 
 

The Gate of the Courtyard (27:16-19) 
(Exodus 27:16 NKJV)  "For the gate of the court there shall be a screen twenty cubits long, woven 
of blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and fine woven linen, made by a weaver. It shall have four 
pillars and four sockets. 
(Exodus 27:17 NKJV)  "All the pillars around the court shall have bands of silver; their hooks shall 
be of silver and their sockets of bronze. 
(Exodus 27:18 NKJV)  "The length of the court shall be one hundred cubits, the width fifty 
throughout, and the height five cubits, made of fine woven linen, and its sockets of bronze. 
(Exodus 27:19 NKJV)  "All the utensils of the tabernacle for all its service, all its pegs, and all the 
pegs of the court, shall be of bronze. 
 
Gate the same Material & Colors 
a. For the gate of the court: The gate was on the east side, the same side as the gate to the tent of the 
tabernacle. It was woven from the four colors used for the weavings of the tabernacle: blue and purple 
and scarlet yarn, and fine linen thread. 
 
30ft Entrance  
b. A screen twenty cubits long: Though there was only one gate to the courtyard, it was large - 30 feet (10 
meters) wide. This was the only entrance to the court of the tent of meeting. 
 
Gate on Side of Judah 
The gate was on the side where the tribe of Judah encamped, so you could only enter via the tribe of 
Judah.  Jesus is through the linage of the Tribe of Judah, He is the Lion of the Tribe of Judah 
(Numbers 2:3 NKJV)  "On the east side, toward the rising of the sun, those of the standard of the forces with Judah shall camp 
according to their armies; and Nahshon the son of Amminadab shall be the leader of the children of Judah." 
 
(Revelation 5:5 NKJV)  But one of the elders said to me, "Do not weep. Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has 
prevailed to open the scroll and to loose its seven seals." 

 
 



Door – Same / Jesus the 1 Way / No Need to Look for Deeper Things 
The door into the outer courtyard was made of the same fabric as the veil, and the door into the 
tabernacle itself because whether one is talking about the door into the Holy of Holies, the tabernacle, or 
outer court; it is all the same door, Jesus Christ.  There are those people who think after salvation, there 
are deeper, mystical, few who understand type things.  Those things can be spiritual warfare, Calvinism, 
Armianism, gifts of the Holy Spirit, special ways to pray to get what you ask for, but you see it isn’t that 
way, Jesus keeps it simple for us.  There is only one way for salvation, and that is through the door Jesus 
Christ, hence the coming into the Courtyard.  There is only one way into the tabernacle, the place of 
service as the Priest would serve the Lord by trimming the Lampstand, offering the incense on the altar 
(picture of prayer), maintaining the table of showbread, hence service unto the Lord and it all comes the 
same way, through the door, Jesus Christ.  We need not have some special training to serve, just keep 
walking with Jesus.  Then there is only one way into the Holy of Holies, through the veil, and the Holy of 
Holies was the place of worship, the place of laying down ones life, and that door is still simple for us 
today, it is Jesus.  All three doors were made of the same material and of the same colors because they 
all represent Jesus.  So we need not complicate that, we just hang out in fellowship with Jesus and all 
these things, salvation, service, and worship will come together for us: 
(John 10:9 NKJV)  "I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture. 
 
(Acts 4:12 NKJV)  "Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must 
be saved." 

 

The Lampstand (27:20-21) 
(Exodus 27:20 NKJV)  "And you shall command the children of Israel that they bring you pure oil 
of pressed olives for the light, to cause the lamp to burn continually. 
(Exodus 27:21 NKJV)  "In the tabernacle of meeting, outside the veil which is before the 
Testimony, Aaron and his sons shall tend it from evening until morning before the LORD. It shall 
be a statute forever to their generations on behalf of the children of Israel. 
 
Beaten Olive Oil – Release of Holy Spirit 
Beaten Olive Oil, only after Jesus was beaten, was the Holy Spirit released to you and In 
 
Only Light in Tabernacle / We may be Pressed - 2 Cor 4 
That they bring you pure oil of pressed olives for the light: The oil for the lamps on the lampstand - the 
only light in the tabernacle - came from pressed olives, not beaten olives. We, like Paul, may be hard 
pressed on every side, yet not crushed (2 Corinthians 4:8) - and God uses our times of pressing for His 
glory. 
(2 Corinthians 4:8 NKJV)  We are hard pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; 

 
People didn’t Come Empty Handed / Priest Tended the Lamp 
The people were not to come into the tabernacle empty-handed, but to bring oil for the lamp.  They were 
not just to come and be blessed, but to be a blessing.  Aaron and his sons shall tend it from evening until 
morning: The priests were to tend the lamps, making sure that the lamps had oil to burn and that their 
wicks were trimmed, so that the lamps would never go out - especially during the night.  So the balance of 
the people coming to bless, and the minister serving the church, makes for an unbeatable combination of 
God doing a great work in that body 
 
Since Genesis 1 – Evening to Morning 
Since Genesis 1, God reckons a day from evening to morning.  In God’s economy, things always go from 
dark to light. 
 
God never wanted Lamp to Dim / We need to be Trimmed and Supplied 
God never wanted the lamps to lose their fire. Only by a continual supply of oil and trimming of the wicks 
could keep them burning. We can only continue to be on fire for God if we are continually supplied with 
the oil of the Holy Spirit, and are "trimmed" by God to bear more light.  In dark days there is all the more 
reason to be filled with the Holy Spirit and to be "trimmed wicks" for the Lord. For it is the God who 
commanded light to shine out of darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge 



of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. (2 Corinthians 4:6) For once you were darkness, but now 
you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light (Ephesians 5:8). 
(2 Corinthians 4:6 NKJV)  For it is the God who commanded light to shine out of darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
 
(Ephesians 5:8 NKJV)  For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 

 
Beauty and Dirt 
Well next we will look at the garments for the priests, and another fascinating study.  But before we close, 
if we step back and look at all we have seen, it is quite spectacular isn’t it.  The Tabernacle with all it 
splendor and colors, the Ark of the Covenant, the Table of Showbread, the Lampstand, the Altar of 
Incense, the Bronze Altar, all the gold, all the fine linen.  Now all this beauty was built on what?  Dirt!  So 
those that continually looked up, saw beauty, those that looked down, saw dirt.  So too it is for our walk, 
of why some people can be so lifted up in heart, while others can be so down in the dumps, and that is 
because those that continually look up, see beauty, but those that continually look down see dirt. 
(Luke 21:27 NKJV)  "Then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 
(Luke 21:28 NKJV)  "Now when these things begin to happen, look up and lift up your heads, because your redemption draws near." 
 
(Colossians 3:2 NKJV)  Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 
(Colossians 3:3 NKJV)  For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 
(Colossians 3:4 NKJV)  When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory. 

 
 



Exodus 28 
The Priestly Garments 

The Ephod (Exodus 28:1-14) 

 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
Tonight – Look at the Priesthood / Represented God – Interceded Before God 
We have been looking at the Tabernacle in the past studies, and now we shift our attention on to the High 
Priest who would serve in the Tabernacle.  Again, we will see wonderful symbolism in every detail we look 
at because all these things are a picture of the final high Priest, Jesus Christ, and us, for we are part of 
the royal priesthood.  The priest represented God before the people, and interceded for the people before 
God. 
(Hebrews 3:1 NKJV)  Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our 
confession, Christ Jesus, 
 
(1 Peter 2:9 NKJV)  But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may 
proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 

 
Overview of the Garments 
Let’s first take an overview of the garments that the priests would wear, and then we will go verse-by-
verse.  The priest would first put on the tunic, which was a fine linen undergarment.  Then he would put 
on this beautifully colored robe.  Over the robe would be the Ephod (which is kind of like an apron).  On 
the top of the Ephod were 2 stones, one on each shoulder.  Then over that was the Breastplate that held 
12 gems (4 rows of 3) (one for each tribe of Israel), and inside the Breastplate was 2 more stones called 
the Urim and the Thummin.  The Breastplate and Ephod were clasped together and held together there at 
the 2 stones on the shoulder.  Then the priest had on his head a turban, and on the turban was a gold 
plate that read, “Holiness to the Lord”.  And finally there was a Sash that wrapped around the waist of the 
priest. 
 
Outline for Chapter 28 – The Garments for the Tabernacle Priests 

• The Purpose of the Garments (28:1-2) 

• Who Shall make the Garments (28:3-4) 

• The Ephod (28:5-14) 

• The Breastplate (28:15-29) 

• The Urim and Thummin (28:30) 

• The Robe (28:31-35) 

• The Turban (28:36-38) 

• The Tunic and Sash (28:39) 

• The Garments for Aaron’s Son (28:40-43) 
 

The Purpose of the Garments (28:1-2) 
(Exodus 28:1 NKJV)  "Now take Aaron your brother, and his sons with him, from among the 
children of Israel, that he may minister to Me as priest, Aaron and Aaron's sons: Nadab, Abihu, 
Eleazar, and Ithamar. 
(Exodus 28:2 NKJV)  "And you shall make holy garments for Aaron your brother, for glory and for 
beauty. 
 
Must be born into Priesthood – Not Earned 
Take Aaron your brother, and his sons with him: The priesthood of Israel was not "earned" nor aspired to. 
It could only be inherited by birthright. One must be born into a priestly family.  The priesthood was no 



place for ambition or self-glory. It was only entered into by God's call and invitation. In the New Covenant, 
our priesthood is also not earned nor aspired to. We are priests because of our new birth into Jesus' 
priestly family (1 Peter 2:5). 
1 Peter 2:5  Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to 
God by Jesus Christ. 

 
Made for Glory / Dismal Black 
Make holy garments for Aaron your brother, for glory and for beauty: The priestly garments were made for 
glory and for beauty. Since there was something glorious and beautiful - indeed, "heavenly" about the 
priestly service, it was appropriate to make the garments glorious and beautiful.  I like what the old Bible 
teacher Adam Clarke said,  
"Is then the dismal black, now worn by almost all kinds of priests and ministers, for glory and for beauty? Is it emblematic of any 
thing that is good, glorious, or excellent? How unbecoming the glad tidings announced by Christian ministers is a colour 
emblematical of nothing but mourning and woe, sin, desolation, and death!" (Clarke) 

 
Priority of Ministry 
Here in this first verse we see the “priority” of ministry.  The priority is not first to minister for the Lord to 
the people, but to minister to the Lord.  Three times in 4 verses the Lord says to minister to Me, 
emphasizing that ministry priority is to the Lord, not for the Lord.  It has to be that way because if a person 
ministers for the Lord as the priority they will never make it for the long run, for they will burn out trying to 
please and serve the people.  But when we minister as to the Lord, then it will be that relationship that 
brings the glory and beauty, ministry won’t be black, but joyful as we worship Him.  That ministry and 
worship can be done in the back pew of the church, in morning worship with Him, at the park bench at 
lunch time as you flip and read pages of the Bible, it can be done on your knees at night as you lift 
praises to Him, for that is the ministry, worshipping the Lord. Aaron is going to go into the tabernacle and 
make sacrifices unto the Lord, just what we are to do as we enter the tabernacle, and do the same, 
through worship and prayers. 
(Exodus 28:1 NKJV)  "Now take Aaron your brother, and his sons with him, from among the children of Israel, that he may minister 
to Me as priest, Aaron and Aaron's sons: Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 

 
Grammatical Error 
Can I also point something out to you, to me, notice what appears to be a grammatical error, but we know 
it is divine inspiration.  Do you notice it says to make garments for Aaron and sons, but then it says 3 
times so that “he” may minister to Me.  Grammatically it should say, so “they” may minister to Me.  You 
see I believe the Lord is speaking to us that ministry should be a family thing, even though several may 
make up a family, the family itself is singular.  Dad’s we are to train up our children to be ministers with 
us.  Bring them into what you are doing, and enter into what they are doing, so that you have a family 
ministry, the family serves and worships together.  Teach Sunday school together, go to the soup kitchen 
together, have family devotions. ……………so that “he” might minister on to Me. 
 

Who shall make the Garments (28:3-4) 
(Exodus 28:3 NKJV)  "So you shall speak to all who are gifted artisans, whom I have filled with the 
spirit of wisdom, that they may make Aaron's garments, to consecrate him, that he may minister 
to Me as priest. 
(Exodus 28:4 NKJV)  "And these are the garments which they shall make: a breastplate, an ephod, 
a robe, a skillfully woven tunic, a turban, and a sash. So they shall make holy garments for Aaron 
your brother and his sons, that he may minister to Me as priest. 
 
God will Gift the People 
Speak to all who are gifted artisans, whom I have filled with the spirit of wisdom, that they may make 
Aaron's garments: God promised a special gifting from the Holy Spirit given to the craftsmen of these 
garments.  If it is really done to the glory of God, practical, manual service requires the leading of the Holy 
Spirit just as much as what we normally consider to be "spiritual" service. 
 

The Ephod (28:5-14) 
(Exodus 28:5 NKJV)  "They shall take the gold, blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and fine linen, 



(Exodus 28:6 NKJV)  "and they shall make the ephod of gold, blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and 
fine woven linen, artistically worked. 
 
Apron Like 
Make the ephod of gold, blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and fine woven linen, artistically worked: The 
ephod was essentially an ornate apron-like garment, made of gold, blue, purple and scarlet thread. 
 
Same Material as Tabernacle / 1 Door 
The High Priests garments were made of the same materials and colors as the 3 doors to the tabernacle 
(the door to Holy of Holies, the tabernacle, and the tabernacle courtyard).  Of course they are because 
Jesus is our High Priest, and He is the door as we discussed in our studies of the 3 door.  Jesus is the 
door, and He is the only door.  He is our High Priest, and He is our only priest, we need not go through 
any man, but Jesus only.  God made is simple, one door, one way! 
(Hebrews 3:1 NKJV)  Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our 
confession, Christ Jesus, 
 
(1 Timothy 2:5 NKJV)  For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, 
 
(John 10:9 NKJV)  "I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture. 
 
(Acts 4:12 NKJV)  "Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must 
be saved." 

 
(Exodus 28:7 NKJV)  "It shall have two shoulder straps joined at its two edges, and so it shall be 
joined together. 
(Exodus 28:8 NKJV)  "And the intricately woven band of the ephod, which is on it, shall be of the 
same workmanship, made of gold, blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and fine woven linen. 
 
The Sash Holds Together / Jesus Washing Feet 
The sash (girdle, band, depending on translation) was worn around the waist.  In John 13, Jesus was in 
the upper room and he girdled Himself with a towel, in order that He might wash the disciple’s feet.  Jesus 
didn’t say I can’t believe you came to me with dirty feet, get out of My sight.  Rather Jesus the High priest 
says I see some dirty feet, let Me wash them.  The girdle speaks of Christ the Servant.   
(John 13:4 NKJV)  rose from supper and laid aside His garments, took a towel and girded Himself. 
(John 13:5 NKJV)  After that, He poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel 
with which He was girded. 

 
(Exodus 28:9 NKJV)  "Then you shall take two onyx stones and engrave on them the names of the 
sons of Israel: 
(Exodus 28:10 NKJV)  "six of their names on one stone, and six names on the other stone, in 
order of their birth. 
(Exodus 28:11 NKJV)  "With the work of an engraver in stone, like the engravings of a signet, you 
shall engrave the two stones with the names of the sons of Israel. You shall set them in settings of 
gold. 
(Exodus 28:12 NKJV)  "And you shall put the two stones on the shoulders of the ephod as 
memorial stones for the sons of Israel. So Aaron shall bear their names before the LORD on his 
two shoulders as a memorial. 
(Exodus 28:13 NKJV)  "You shall also make settings of gold, 
(Exodus 28:14 NKJV)  "and you shall make two chains of pure gold like braided cords, and fasten 
the braided chains to the settings. 
 
2 Polished Gemstones on Shoulders / Bear names before the Lord 
Take two onyx stones and engrave on them the names of the sons of Israel: On the shoulder straps were 
polished gemstones on each strap, with the inscription of six of the tribes on each stone, so the High 
Priest would bear their names before the Lord on his two shoulders as a memorial. 
 
1st Ministry To / Constantly Connected to the People / Shoulders place of Work 



While the first ministry of a priest is always unto God Himself, a priest also is constantly connected to the 
people, bearing them on his shoulders. The shoulders are a place of work; therefore in the priest's 
ministry unto the Lord, he also worked for and with the people. 
 
Are you Willing to Do some Heavy Lifting? 
Are you willing to bear some burdens, put some weight upon yourself?  Will you lift others before the 
Lord; intercede for them on your knees?  Will you do some heavy lifting on behalf of others?  Jesus our 
High Priest did, and now we are part of His Royal Priesthood. 
(1 Peter 2:9 NKJV)  But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may 
proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 

 
Breastplate tied together with Ephod / Can’t have on Heart – without carry their Burden 
As we had say, the Breastplate was on the heart of the Priest, and these 2 stones were on his shoulders.  
The stones on the heart represent that the people of God was on the priest’s heart.  This is significant in 
that you can’t have a gemstone on the heart without having a name on your shoulder - a burden you carry 
for the people. 
 
Paul’s Prayer in Philippians 
Here is what Paul prayed for people in Philippians: 
(Philippians 1:9 NKJV)  And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in knowledge and all discernment, 
(Philippians 1:10 NKJV)  that you may approve the things that are excellent, that you may be sincere and without offense till the day 
of Christ, 
(Philippians 1:11 NKJV)  being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 

 
Paul’s Prayer for the Church in Philippi: 

1. That your love may abound still more and more in knowledge: 
2. That your love may abound still more and more in discernment: 
3. That you may approve the things that are excellent: 
4. That you may be sincere and without offense till the day of Christ: 
5. That you may be filled with the fruits of righteousness: 

 
Close with Prayer 
Tonight I would like to do some heavy lifting with you, I would like for us to take one person that has been 
on our heart, and I would like us to pray the prayer of Philippians for them.  That we may be priests before 
the Lord, make this sacrifice before Him on their behalf.  The priest represented God before the people, 
and interceded for the people before God. 
 
God Sees us as Jewels 
God sees us as jewels.  In Malachi 3:16-17 talking about His jewels (you and me), it says that those who 
speak of Him, the Lord listens and records their conversation in a book of remembrance. The word for 
heard is the word used for a horse when his ears perks up.  So when we talk about the Lord one to 
another, God’s ears perk up, and He bends down to hear us talk about Him. Then He records our 
conversation in a book of remembrance. God takes joy in our talking of Him, and He remembers every 
conversation, every church service, and takes great pleasure in them as His children gather together to 
talk of Him: 
Malachi 3:16  
Then those who feared the LORD spoke to one another,  
And the LORD listened and heard them; 
So a book of remembrance was written before Him 
For those who fear the LORD  
And who meditate on His name.  
       
Malachi 3:17 
 “ They shall be Mine,” says the LORD of hosts,  
 “ On the day that I make them My jewels. 
 And I will spare them  
 As a man spares his own son who serves him.”  

 
Your Prayers have been Heard! 



The Breastplate (28:15-29) 
 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
Look at the Priesthood / Represented God – Interceded Before God 
We have been looking at the Tabernacle in the past studies, and now we shift our attention on to the High 
Priest who would serve in the Tabernacle.  Again, we will see wonderful symbolism in every detail we look 
at because all these things are a picture of the final high Priest, Jesus Christ, and us, for we are part of 
the royal priesthood.  The priest represented God before the people, and interceded for the people before 
God. 
(Hebrews 3:1 NKJV)  Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our 
confession, Christ Jesus, 
 
(1 Peter 2:9 NKJV)  But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may 
proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 

 
Overview of the Garments 
Let’s first take an overview of the garments that the priests would wear, and then we will go verse-by-
verse.   

• The priest would first put on the tunic, which was a fine linen undergarment.   

• Then he would put on this beautifully colored robe.   

• Over the robe would be the Ephod (which is kind of like an apron).  On the top of the Ephod were 
2 stones, one on each shoulder.   

• Then over that was the Breastplate that held 12 gems (4 rows of 3) (one for each tribe of Israel), 
and inside the Breastplate was 2 more stones called the Urim and the Thummin.  The Breastplate 
and Ephod were clasped together and held together there at the 2 stones on the shoulder.   

• Then the priest had on his head a turban, and on the turban was a gold plate that read, “Holiness 
to the Lord”.   

• And finally there was a Sash that wrapped around the waist of the priest. 
 
Outline for Chapter 28 – The Garments for the Tabernacle Priests 

• The Purpose of the Garments (28:1-2) 

• Who Shall make the Garments (28:3-4) 

• The Ephod (28:5-14) 

• The Breastplate (28:15-29) 

• The Urim and Thummin (28:30) 

• The Robe (28:31-35) 

• The Turban (28:36-38) 

• The Tunic and Sash (28:39) 

• The Garments for Aaron’s Son (28:40-43) 
 

The Breastplate (28:15-29) 
(Exodus 28:15 NKJV)  "You shall make the breastplate of judgment. Artistically woven according 
to the workmanship of the ephod you shall make it: of gold, blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and 
fine woven linen, you shall make it. 
 
Same Material as Tabernacle - Ephod / 1 Door – God Made it Simple 
Again, as we have seen, the High Priests garments were made of the same materials and colors as the 3 
doors to the tabernacle, (the door to Holy of Holies, the tabernacle, and the tabernacle courtyard); and the 
Ephod we have just studied was made of those same materials.  They are because Jesus is our High 
Priest, and He is the door as we discussed in our studies of the 3 door.  Jesus is the door, and He is the 



only door.  He is our High Priest, and He is our only priest, we need not go through any man, but Jesus 
only.  God made it simple, one door, one way! 
(Hebrews 3:1 NKJV)  Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our 
confession, Christ Jesus, 
 
(1 Timothy 2:5 NKJV)  For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, 
 
(John 10:9 NKJV)  "I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture. 
 
(Acts 4:12 NKJV)  "Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must 
be saved." 

 
The Pope in Turkey / There is 1 Way Only 
Yesterday (November 28, 2006) Pope Benedict was in Turkey meeting with country’s leaders, and much 
talk has been about his position on the religion Islam.  Sadly, the Pope has bowed to public pressure and 
he refused to take a clear stance that there is one God, and only one way to Him, and that is through 
Jesus Christ.  See the excerpt of the article written for CNN.   
Pope calls for Christian-Muslim dialogue – Nov 2006 
POSTED: 11:34 a.m. EST, November 28, 2006 - CNN 

ANKARA, Turkey (CNN) -- Pope Benedict XVI began his visit to Turkey -- his first to a Muslim country -- Tuesday with a 
message urging "dialogue" between Christians and Muslims as he moved to ease anger over his perceived criticism of Islam. 

"The best way forward is via authentic dialogue between Christians and Muslims, based on truth and inspired by a sincere 
wish to know one another better, respecting differences and recognizing what we have in common," he said in an address at 
the Directorate of Religious Affairs.  

Introducing the pope, Turkey's chief Islamic cleric, Ali Bardakoglu, chief of the directorate, appeared to refer to the pope's 
remarks in September that linked violence and the Prophet Muhammed. 

"The so-called conviction that the sword is used to expand Islam in the world and growing Islamophobia hurts all 
Muslims," said Bardakoglu. 

In his speech, Benedict quoted two previous popes, including his predecessor Pope John Paul II, who referred to the 
"spiritual bonds" between Christianity and Islam in a 1979 speech in Ankara.  

He also quoted Pope Gregory VII, an 11th-century pontiff who talked about the charity that Christians and Muslims owe 
each other "because we believe in one God, albeit in a different manner."  

 
Sends Mixed Message 
I am not slamming Catholism, but making the point that the Pope not only sends a mixed message to the 
1.1 billion Catholic followers, but also to the other millions of Muslims, and millions of people around the 
world that look to him as a spiritual leader, as a spiritual expert on matters concerning heaven and God.  
All through the Bible the Lord is clear, He says it directly in His Word, and He even paints us pictures 
(such as the Tabernacle) all through the Bible, there is one way to God, and one way only, through Jesus 
Christ: 
 
(Exodus 28:16 NKJV)  "It shall be doubled into a square: a span shall be its length, and a span 
shall be its width. 
 
9 by 9 
They estimate the size of the square was about 9 inches by inches. 
 
(Exodus 28:17 NKJV)  "And you shall put settings of stones in it, four rows of stones: The first 
row shall be a sardius, a topaz, and an emerald; this shall be the first row; 
(Exodus 28:18 NKJV)  "the second row shall be a turquoise, a sapphire, and a diamond; 
(Exodus 28:19 NKJV)  "the third row, a jacinth, an agate, and an amethyst; 
(Exodus 28:20 NKJV)  "and the fourth row, a beryl, an onyx, and a jasper. They shall be set in gold 
settings. 
(Exodus 28:21 NKJV)  "And the stones shall have the names of the sons of Israel, twelve 
according to their names, like the engravings of a signet, each one with its own name; they shall 
be according to the twelve tribes. 
 
4 Rows of 3 / Names over his Heart 
On the breastplate were four rows of three gemstones, each stone having one of the names of the twelve 
tribes inscribed on it. In wearing the breastplate, the High Priest would bear the names of the sons of 
Israel . . . over his heart. 



 
Ephod – Working for them / Not Enough – must have on Heart – Love them /  
With the Ephod the names of the people were engraved on the gems that were upon his shoulder, and 
we saw how that represented the High Priests working for the people in service to them, and prayer for 
them.  But, it was not enough that the High Priest work for the people (having them on his shoulders). He 
must also love the people - that is, bear them on his heart.  
 
Must have heart for God – and for People 
It isn't enough for a priest to have a heart for God. He must also have a heart for the people, and bear 
them on his heart in his entire ministry unto the Lord.  When a man or woman has a heart for people, 
along with their love for God, ministry will never be a burden; it will always be a joy, because the person 
will continually be fueled by the passion of their heart. 
 
Walls of the New Jerusalem / New Jerusalem – Final Meeting Place with God / God is Temple 
A sardius, a topaz, and an emerald: This begins a list of twelve gemstones set in the breastplate of the 
high priest. It is impossible to know exactly what all of these gemstones were (due to different 
descriptions given for the same stone); but we can come to some likely conclusions. Revelation 21:19-20 
describes the foundations of the walls of the New Jerusalem with a series of twelve gemstones, which 
may answer to these stones in the breastplate.  All the way back at the building of the tabernacle, God 
was describing “final meeting place with God”, the New Jerusalem – heaven.  Revelation says that the 
Lord God Almighty and the Lamb will be the Temple.   
(Revelation 21:19 NKJV)  The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with all kinds of precious stones: the first foundation 
was jasper, the second sapphire, the third chalcedony, the fourth emerald, 
(Revelation 21:20 NKJV)  the fifth sardonyx, the sixth sardius, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth 
chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst. 
(Revelation 21:21 NKJV)  The twelve gates were twelve pearls: each individual gate was of one pearl. And the street of the city was 
pure gold, like transparent glass. 
(Revelation 21:22 NKJV)  But I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 

 
Revelation 4 / Jasper – Sardius / Light & Love / All Possible because Choose the Nails 
We see these stones not only in chapter 21 but also in chapter 4.  In Revelation 4, look at John’s 
description of Jesus (doing the best he could with his earthly vocabulary); he says Jesus was like jasper 
and sardius.   

• Jasper is a clear stone, diamond like, a beautiful reflection of light.   

• Sardius is a ruby red stone – like the color of blood. 
 Those stones are a wonderful and perfect description of Jesus, light and love.  God is light (1 John 1:5), 
God is love (1 John 4:8) demonstrated through the precious blood of Jesus Christ.  It is His Light and 
Love that makes it all possible for us to come before His throne, the access has been provided because 
He chose the nails, because He had you, He had me on His mind that day in the garden, to the cross, 
and on the cross. 
(Revelation 4:3 NKJV)  And He who sat there was like a jasper and a sardius stone in appearance; and there was a rainbow around 
the throne, in appearance like an emerald. 

 
Cross- Examine Self / Mirror of the Cross – Verse 21 
Christian maybe you are going through something in your life, wonder how God can allow it, where is He, 
what is He doing………..may you cross-examine yourself, may you go back to the cross and see Him 
laying everything down for you, and may you examine your questions in light of the cross.  And couple 
that cross-examination with the mirror-of-the-cross…………verse 21 says the names are engraved on the 
stones. 
 
(Exodus 28:21 NKJV)  "And the stones shall have the names of the sons of Israel, twelve 
according to their names, like the engravings of a signet, each one with its own name; they shall 
be according to the twelve tribes. 
 
God Considers us Jewels / World won’t Tell us that Much 
Verse 21 - each one with its own name - God calls and considers us to be jewels, as all these things are 
spiritual pictures of His people. God says you are a Gem, a precious stone.  Now we wont hear that being 
said about ourselves very often, if ever, but that is what God thinks of us. 



(Jeremiah 29:11 NKJV)  For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give 
you a future and a hope. 
 
(Psalms 139:17 NKJV)  How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God! How great is the sum of them! 
(Psalms 139:18 NKJV)  If I should count them, they would be more in number than the sand; When I awake, I am still with You. 

 
Thinks that – Whether we Wallowing or Walking / No need Self-Esteem – Just their Worth 
It’s true Christian that is what He thinks of you wherever you are at, walking strong or wallowing in the 
mud. Go look in the “mirror of the cross” and you will see His thoughts of you, your worth to Him, the 
treasure, the jewel that you are to Him.  And, I’ll tell ye what, look in the “mirror of the cross” daily, and 
you will start to live up to what He thinks of you.  The world does not need more self esteem, the world 
just needs to see what their worth is to God, and that will lift them up. 
 
Breastplate protects the Vital Organs 
This Breastplate was metal and hard stones that covered the vital organs of the body.  If the heart is not 
protected, then one blow would be instant death.  Our High Priest Jesus has protected us from the death 
blow by trading places with us. 
(2 Corinthians 5:21 NKJV)  For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in 
Him. 

 
Breastplate – High Priest / Rueban – Benjamin / On My Heart 
These 12 stones on the breastplate that the priest wore over his heart because the people were to always 
be on his heart, and the 2 stones on the Ephod that rested on the shoulders of the High Priest – Jesus  
our High Priest.  The first stone was the jasper stone and it was for the son Rueben.  The last stone was 
the sardius stone, and it was for Benjamin.  The breastplate was worn over the chest of the priest 
because the people were to be on their heart.  Rueben means “behold a son”, and Benjamin means “a 
son of the right hand”.  From the first son to the last son, and every son in-between, you are on my heart 
says the Lord, and I am protecting you: 
 
Isaiah 49:15-16 / Names Engraved 
Our names are engraved upon the palms of His hands.  Yes, as they would stretch forth His arms, place 
the nail upon His skin, Jesus would not only see the nail, but He would see your name, my name written 
there upon His palm, and He would count it all worth it to take the nail. Our names are on the Lord’s 
heart, they are not penciled in, they are permanently engraved. 
(Isaiah 49:15 NKJV)  "Can a woman forget her nursing child, And not have compassion on the son of her womb? Surely they may 
forget, Yet I will not forget you. 
(Isaiah 49:16 NKJV)  See, I have inscribed you on the palms of My hands; Your walls are continually before Me. 

 
Verses 22-29 / All Tied Together / Heart & Service / Winning Combination 
Verses 22-29 will now tell us how the ephod and breastplate will be tied together to make it one 
assembly, fastened to one another.  And again that is how God intended it to be, the people on the 
priests heart, tied together with the priest serving the people.  A wonderful picture of what Jesus has done 
for us, and a winning combination for any Christian today, for we are now the priesthood of God.  It is a 
great model for us in our homes with our kids, spouse, at work, in the ministry; put the people on your 
heart and go into action for them.  Go into prayer; put them on our shoulders as we go to our in knees. 
Get involved in people lives at the church, and in your neighborhood, and you will fulfill the calling of the 
royal priesthood. 
(Hebrews 3:1 NKJV)  Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our 
confession, Christ Jesus, 
 
(1 Peter 2:9 NKJV)  But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may 
proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 

 
Being Conformed into His Image / It is Just what I Do – Do the Things He Did 
I remember when I first started doing ministry, and people would say why do you do what you do, and I 
would answer, because I want to help people, I want to fulfill the Great Commission, and say things along 
that line.  But I noticed that as the years passed, I was doing more, but answering less.  When asked I, or 
self-examination of myself, I didn’t have 10 reasons, I pretty much said, “it is just what I do”.  You see the 
more we allow ourselves to be transformed by the Spirit of the Living God, the more we are transformed 



into His image, the more we just naturally start to do, the things He did.  So it is, the people on our hearts 
and our shoulders. 
(Romans 12:1 NKJV)  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 
(Romans 12:2 NKJV)  And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove 
what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

 
(Exodus 28:22 NKJV)  "You shall make chains for the breastplate at the end, like braided cords of 
pure gold. 
(Exodus 28:23 NKJV)  "And you shall make two rings of gold for the breastplate, and put the two 
rings on the two ends of the breastplate. 
(Exodus 28:24 NKJV)  "Then you shall put the two braided chains of gold in the two rings which 
are on the ends of the breastplate; 
(Exodus 28:25 NKJV)  "and the other two ends of the two braided chains you shall fasten to the 
two settings, and put them on the shoulder straps of the ephod in the front. 
(Exodus 28:26 NKJV)  "You shall make two rings of gold, and put them on the two ends of the 
breastplate, on the edge of it, which is on the inner side of the ephod. 
(Exodus 28:27 NKJV)  "And two other rings of gold you shall make, and put them on the two 
shoulder straps, underneath the ephod toward its front, right at the seam above the intricately 
woven band of the ephod. 
(Exodus 28:28 NKJV)  "They shall bind the breastplate by means of its rings to the rings of the 
ephod, using a blue cord, so that it is above the intricately woven band of the ephod, and so that 
the breastplate does not come loose from the ephod. 
(Exodus 28:29 NKJV)  "So Aaron shall bear the names of the sons of Israel on the breastplate of 
judgment over his heart, when he goes into the holy place, as a memorial before the LORD 
continually. 
 
All Tied Together 
So we see through these rings and chains the ephod and the breastplate were tied and held together  
 
Closing Thoughts / Light Reflection – Unique Color / We need to Find out Why a Gem 
Can I close with this thought?  Jesus is the Light of the world; and we are His Light reflector. How 
beautiful it is as light reflects off of various gemstones.  When sun light reflects off a diamond, a topaz, a 
ruby, each one gives off its own unique color and reflection.  Wise and rich will be the person who looks 
at another brother or sister and says you are a gem.  And, since God says you are, then you are, and I 
need to get to know you to find out why God says that.  What is it about you that makes you….. you.  
What is it about you that makes God crazy about you.  When I, when you, can figure that out, then we will 
begin to see that person, those people, as God does. Those gems are over His heart, and we should 
want the same.   That whatever moves God’s heart will move our heart as well. We should not just want 
the mind of Christ, but the heart of God as well. 
(Philippians 2:5 NKJV)  Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 

 
Small Church Blessings 
I think that it is a great blessing of fellowshipping at a smaller church. You see at a large church I would 
just so find 12 guys that loved to golf, bicycling, do a mission trip a year, and we would be best buds 
because we are so much alike.   We wouldn’t have to go and like what others liked, we would just 
keeping hanging out with the people with the same likes, but when the church is only 12, God gives you 
the blessed opportunity to be genealogist, to look and see the beauty reflecting from each different gem. 
 
Person Bugs Us – Reflection of Self / Wise are the Gemologist / You will become Richer 
When we look at a person and say they really bugs us, what their deal, it is not a reflection on them, it is a 
reflection on our in ability to look and see as God sees.  Rich and wise is the man or woman that become 
gemologist and take the time to see why God considers that person a gem. You will become richer 
because they are on the heart of Jesus. 
 
Take some time to Mine / Discover the Gems God Did / No Critical Spirit – Heart of God 



Take some time to do some mining. This place will become know through out the county as a place 
where people truly love one another. Do some mining to discover that gem of a person and you will never 
have to worry about having a critical spirit, because you’ll have that person on your heart just as God 
does. 
 
 



The Urim and Thummin (28:30) 
 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
Tonight – Look at the Priesthood / Represented God – Interceded Before God 
We have been looking at the Tabernacle in the past studies, and now we shift our attention on to the High 
Priest who would serve in the Tabernacle.  Again, we will see wonderful symbolism in every detail we look 
at because all these things are a picture of the final high Priest, Jesus Christ, and us, for we are part of 
the royal priesthood.  The priest represented God before the people, and interceded for the people before 
God. 
(Hebrews 3:1 NKJV)  Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our 
confession, Christ Jesus, 
 
(1 Peter 2:9 NKJV)  But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may 
proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 

 
Overview of the Garments 
Let’s first take an overview of the garments that the priests would wear, and then we will go verse-by-
verse.  The priest would first put on the tunic, which was a fine linen undergarment.  Then he would put 
on this beautifully colored robe.  Over the robe would be the Ephod (which is kind of like an apron).  On 
the top of the Ephod were 2 stones, one on each shoulder.  Then over that was the Breastplate that held 
12 gems (4 rows of 3) (one for each tribe of Israel), and inside the Breastplate was 2 more stones called 
the Urim and the Thummin.  The Breastplate and Ephod were clasped together and held together there at 
the 2 stones on the shoulder.  Then the priest had on his head a turban, and on the turban was a gold 
plate that read, “Holiness to the Lord”.  And finally there was a Sash that wrapped around the waist of the 
priest. 
 
Outline for Chapter 28 – The Garments for the Tabernacle Priests 

• The Purpose of the Garments (28:1-2) 

• Who Shall make the Garments (28:3-4) 

• The Ephod (28:5-14) 

• The Breastplate (28:15-29) 

• The Urim and Thummin (28:30) 

• The Robe (28:31-35) 

• The Turban (28:36-38) 

• The Tunic and Sash (28:39) 

• The Garments for Aaron’s Son (28:40-43) 
 

The Urim and Thummin (28:30) 
(Exodus 28:30 NKJV)  "And you shall put in the breastplate of judgment the Urim and the 
Thummim, and they shall be over Aaron's heart when he goes in before the LORD. So Aaron shall 
bear the judgment of the children of Israel over his heart before the LORD continually. 

 
Inside Pocket / What Are – Not Sure / Ask Question / Yes-No / Dim-Light 
Here are these two stones, exactly what type of stones or gems we are not sure.  But these two stones 
appear to be inside a pocket on the inside part of the breastplate, and when the high priest had a 
question for the Lord, he would get the answer from these 2 stones.  Some think they were a pair of 
stones, one light and another dark, and each stone indicated a "yes" or "no" from God. The High Priest 
would ask God a question, reach into the breastplate, and pull our either a "yes" or a "no."  Some suggest 
the Urim and Thummim were brilliant diamonds, which flashed with a "yes" or dim with a "no" answer 
from God.  However it worked I do not know, but we do know they were used for the discerning God's will. 
 



Discernment Tool / Used in OT 
The use of the discerning tools of Urim and Thummim is described on a few occasions (Numbers 27:21, 1 
Samuel 28:6, Ezra 2:63, and Nehemiah 7:65) and their use may be implied in other passages (Judges 
1:1; 20:18, 23). 
Numbers 27:21 (King James Version)  And he shall stand before Eleazar the priest, who shall ask counsel for him after the 
judgment of Urim before the LORD: at his word shall they go out, and at his word they shall come in, both he, and all the chi ldren of 
Israel with him, even all the congregation. 
 
Samuel 28:6 (King James Version)  5 And when Saul saw the host of the Philistines, he was afraid, and his heart greatly trembled.  
6 And when Saul enquired of the LORD, the LORD answered him not, neither by dreams, nor by Urim, nor by prophets. 
 
Ezra 2:63 (King James Version) And the Tirshatha said unto them, that they should not eat of the most holy things, till there stood 
up a priest with Urim and with Thummim. 

 
They had it Made – Move with Cloud – Use the Stones / Would like that Today – Marry/Move/ 
Sometimes it seems like the children of Israel had it made because when it was time to move, God just 
moved the cloud, and the people knew time to pack the tent and follow the cloud.  Then, it seems even 
easier, when they had a question or needed direction all they had to do was go to the high priest and ask 
them to consult the Urim and the Thummim, and they would receive the answer and direction they 
needed.  I think all of us would like that today wouldn’t we, no stress on who to marry, where to live, 
should I take this job or shouldn’t I, what ministry should I get involved in, and the likes.   
 
Few Problems / Proximity - Priority 
As great as that sounded, there were a few problems, and they weren’t so minor.  The problems were 
proximity and the second was priority.  You see the high priest could only be in one place at one time, 
therefore if you wanted him to consult for you, you had to make the trek to wherever he was.  Maybe not 
so bad in the 40 years in the wilderness, for everyone just followed the cloud; but once in the Promised 
Land a person my have lived 50 miles from the Temple, and they would have to make the trek all the way 
to see the high priest.  That would mean days off work, away from family, possibility of danger along the 
way.  A person may have had to even pack up the whole family, livestock, and belongings to secure their 
personal belongings.  But beyond that was even a greater problem, and that was the priority, because the 
issues of the Nation Israel (should we go to war, relief from the drought, the king is sick, etc) would take 
priority over a person’s individual inquiry. 
 
We have Greater Way / Speaks through His Son 
But of course we know we have a greater way, Hebrew 1, for the Lord confirms it to us, that God spoke 
through the fathers and the prophets, but today speaks to us through His Son – Jesus Christ. 
(Hebrews 1:1 NKJV)  God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, 
(Hebrews 1:2 NKJV)  has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also 
He made the worlds; 

 
Urim – Lights / Thummim – Perfection / Greek Translation – Truth & Manifestation 
The word “urim” means “lights”; the word “thummim” means “perfection”.  The Greek translation of the 
Hebrew text renders it to read “truth” and “manifestation”. We see Jesus in the urim and the thummin, the 
light and the truth, as 1500 years later Jesus would come from heaven to earth and say, I am the Light of 
the world, I am the Truth: 
(John 8:12 NKJV)  Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, "I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in 
darkness, but have the light of life." 
 
(John 14:6 KJV)  Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. 

 
Problem Solved / No Problem with Proximity or Priority – Proved on Cross / Cast all Your Cares  
Problem solved, no problem with the proximity, for Jesus is always here, and will never leave us nor 
forsake us.  No problem with the priority, because each of us individually are a priority to Him, proving it 
there upon the cross.  The big stuff, and small stuff, all falls under the category of “all”, as Jesus would 
say cast all your cares upon Me, for I care for you.  Any time, any place, any direction, and question, all 
we have to do is ask: 
(1 Peter 5:7 NKJV)  casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you. 

 



Lord want us to Be Sure of His Leading / Exodus 13 – Cloud / Quick Recap 
The Lord wants us to be sure that we have His leading.  It was only back in chapter 13 He gave us a 
deep study of being lead by Him, in the example of the cloud leading the Nation Israel.  Let’s have a quick 
recap of them.   

• Is it Cool - He wants us to stay cool, He doesn’t want us getting all uptight in our relationship and 
service to Him.   

• Will it Count - So whatever you are considering, ask yourself, what impact will this make on the 
eternal things, or will this just satisfy my desires, my self-pleasures?   

• Does it Conform – how does your decision align with the Word.  
 
Is it Cool? 

• Major Point 1 when considering your decision ask yourself, “how will this effect my relationship 
and service to the Lord?” 

• Major Point 2 when considering your decision ask yourself, “has this desire stood the Test of 
Time?” 

• Major Point 3 when considering your decision ask yourself, “am I striving, trying to force or make 
something happen?” 

 
Will It Count? 

• Major Point 4 when considering your decision ask yourself, “who am I really doing this for?” 
 
Does it Conform? 

• Major Point 5 when considering your decision ask yourself, “does it align with the Word?” 

• Major Point 6 when considering your decision ask the Lord, “please give me a verse to stand on?” 

• Major Point 7 when considering your decision ask yourself, “what does godly counsel say?”. 
 
When all 7 Line Up / Still comes to Faith / Augustine 
Well what happens when all 7 line-up, all 7 are green lights?  Then it comes down to faith, and why we 
call this Christian Life the Great Adventure.  But let me just say this, and make it real easy; when they 
came to Jesus, they said Master what are the 2 greatest commandments, and Jesus said love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, mind, and soul.  And, love your neighbor as yourself, in this is all the law and 
the prophets.  Beloved, if you can do that, doesn’t matter where you are or what you are doing, God is 
pleased.  I like what Augustine said when asked about what is a man to do to find God’s will, and he said 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, mind, and soul, love your neighbor as yourself, and then do 
whatever you want. 
(Matthew 22:37 NKJV)  Jesus said to him, “ ‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all 
your mind.’ 
(Matthew 22:38 NKJV)  “This is the first and great commandment. 
(Matthew 22:39 NKJV)  “And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
(Matthew 22:40 NKJV)  “On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.” 

 
Interesting – No Coincidence / See same in Urim & Thummim 
Interestingly, by no coincidence, we see how this picture of the urim and thummim aligns so closely with 
the leading of the cloud.   
 
What’s on Your Heart 
The stones were to be underneath the breastplate, over the heart.  We see again the leading of the Lord 
as to what is on your heart: 

• Major Point 1 when considering your decision ask yourself, “how will this effect my relationship 
and service to the Lord?” 

• Major Point 2 when considering your decision ask yourself, “has this desire stood the Test of 
Time?” 

• Major Point 3 when considering your decision ask yourself, “am I striving, trying to force or make 
something happen?” 

• Major Point 4 when considering your decision ask yourself, “who am I really doing this for?” 
 



Godly Counsel / Decision made in Tabernacle / Heart can get Emotional / Living Stones 
We see that the decision making was made in the tabernacle by the high priest.  How important for us to 
seek godly counsel.  Our hearts can get caught up in emotion, become fuzzy at time, and it is good to get 
godly counsel to bounce what is on our heart.  The breastplate had 12 gems, each one representing a 
tribe of Israel; the Lord gives each other, as we are living stones, all part of God’s family (1 Peter 2:5).  
How vital fellowship is for us, and why we should not forsake the assembly of the brethren (Heb 10:25), I 
doubt we fully realize how impacting the conversations we have with each other shape and guide our 
lives. 

• Major Point 7 when considering your decision ask yourself, “what does godly counsel say?”. 
 
(1 Peter 2:4 NKJV)  Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God and precious, 
(1 Peter 2:5 NKJV)  you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
 
(Hebrews 10:24 NKJV)  And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works,  
(Hebrews 10:25 NKJV)  not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another , 
and so much the more as you see the Day approaching. 
 

The Word from the Priest – From God / Still People may chose not to Obey / 3 for 3 Only  
And then there is the word that would come back from the high-priest, as he would give the word, the will, 
of the Lord to that person.  Now you know it, there would be those people that would make the trip, at 
whatever the cost, pack up family and belonging and overcome the problem of proximity.  They would 
wait their turn, and overcome the problem of priority, and then after all of that they would receive a word 
that they didn’t like, and then have to decide it they were going to obey.  No different than any of us today.  
Lord I know your word, I understand what you have said, but I don’t like that answer, and am not sure that 
is what I want to do.  The heart, the counsel, and the word must all be in harmony, 3 for 3 is the only 
formula for success.   

• Major Point 5 when considering your decision ask yourself, “does it align with the Word?” 

• Major Point 6 when considering your decision ask the Lord, “please give me a verse to stand on?” 
 
Jesus is the Urim & Thummim / Getting Stresses / Love Lord – Do what Want / Loves Us  
Jesus Christ is our Urim and Thummim, He is Light and Perfection, He is our Word, for the Word became 
flesh and dwelt amongst us.  Can I talk about this word for a minute, in light of our text, the leading of the 
Lord.  I want us to see the freedom and confidence that we can have in the Word.  I often find myself 
allowing myself to be stressed out over certain decisions……………..because I am so concerned of 
hurting my Lord, of not being in His will, or better said His perfect will.  Sounds honorable, but it is not a 
burden the Lord puts on us.  Love the Lord you God with all your heart, mind, and soul; and love your 
neighbor as yourself.  Do that, and then do what you want.  God loves me, He loves you, and He is never 
going to punish us, be upset with us, for making an error, even though at the time we thought it was the 
right thing to do. 
(John 1:1 NKJV)  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
(John 1:14 NKJV)  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of 
the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 
Road to Emmaus 
The Word is not an activity, not an exercise, not a theology. It’s a Person. It’s Jesus. God’s final Word is 
His Son, Jesus Christ. Anything I want to know about life—the way to treat people, the way to handle 
various situations, the way to go through storms, the way to receive blessings—I find in Jesus Christ. 
I am freed from having to pretend to be some kind of a spiritual prophet, guru, or wise master because I 
can move with great assurance in simplicity and confidence, saying, “My friend, dear sister, precious 
brother, God’s final Word concerning anything you want to know about any situation you’re in is Jesus 
Christ. What did He do? What did He teach? How did He respond? How did He act? Get to know the 
Savior, for the entire Bible speaks of Him.”  After Jesus rose from the dead, Luke tells us that as He 
walked with His disciples on the road to Emmaus, He opened the Scriptures and explained how they all 
spoke of Him. Everything God has to say is summed up in the Person of Jesus Christ. 
(Luke 24:27 NKJV)  And beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning 
Himself. 
(Luke 24:28 NKJV)  Then they drew near to the village where they were going, and He indicated that He would have gone farther. 



(Luke 24:29 NKJV)  But they constrained Him, saying, "Abide with us, for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent." And He 
went in to stay with them. 
(Luke 24:30 NKJV)  Now it came to pass, as He sat at the table with them, that He took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to 
them. 
(Luke 24:31 NKJV)  Then their eyes were opened and they knew Him; and He vanished from their sight. 
(Luke 24:32 NKJV)  And they said to one another, "Did not our heart burn within us while He talked with us on the road, and while 
He opened the Scriptures to us?" 

 
Proverbs 10:9 – Uprightly / Carefree – Confidence - Safety 
Proverbs has a sure word for us in chapter 10:9, a rather freeing word I might add.   
(Proverbs 10:8 NKJV)  The wise in heart will receive commands, But a prating fool will fall.  
(Proverbs 10:9 NKJV)  He who walks with integrity walks securely, But he who perverts his ways will become known. 
 

In verse 9 the word for “upright” is “tome”The root word for “thummim” is “tome”, which means 
“perfection”.  We are made perfect in Christ, for we are in Christ.  This passage is exceptionally freeing to 
me, as I see the Lord saying that He who walks with Me, walks in My ways, will walk with “surely”, which 
means safely, carelessly, assurance, confidence, in hope.  The Lord says just walk with Me, seeking Me, 
and you can be carefree, be confident, know that you are safe, because I will take care of those who walk 
in such a way that all they care about is that I am happy.   
(Romans 8:28 NKJV)  And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called 
according to His purpose. 
(Romans 8:29 NKJV)  For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the 
firstborn among many brethren. 
(Romans 8:30 NKJV)  Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also justified; and whom 
He justified, these He also glorified. 
(Romans 8:31 NKJV)  What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 
(Romans 8:32 NKJV)  He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give 
us all things? 

 

 



The Priestly Robe, Turban, Tunic, and Sash 
Exodus 28:31-43 

 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
Tonight – Look at the Priesthood / Represented God – Interceded Before God 
We have been looking at the Tabernacle in the past studies, and now we shift our attention on to the High 
Priest who would serve in the Tabernacle.  Again, we will see wonderful symbolism in every detail we look 
at because all these things are a picture of the final high Priest, Jesus Christ, and us, for we are part of 
the royal priesthood.  The priest represented God before the people, and interceded for the people before 
God. 
(Hebrews 3:1 NKJV)  Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our 
confession, Christ Jesus, 
 
(1 Peter 2:9 NKJV)  But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may 
proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 

 
Overview of the Garments 
Let’s first take an overview of the garments that the priests would wear, and then we will go verse-by-
verse.  The priest would first put on the tunic, which was a fine linen undergarment.  Then he would put 
on this beautifully colored robe.  Over the robe would be the Ephod (which is kind of like an apron).  On 
the top of the Ephod were 2 stones, one on each shoulder.  Then over that was the Breastplate that held 
12 gems (4 rows of 3) (one for each tribe of Israel), and inside the Breastplate was 2 more stones called 
the Urim and the Thummin.  The Breastplate and Ephod were clasped together and held together there at 
the 2 stones on the shoulder.  Then the priest had on his head a turban, and on the turban was a gold 
plate that read, “Holiness to the Lord”.  And finally there was a Sash that wrapped around the waist of the 
priest. 
 
Outline for Chapter 28 – The Garments for the Tabernacle Priests 

• The Purpose of the Garments (28:1-2) 

• Who Shall make the Garments (28:3-4) 

• The Ephod (28:5-14) 

• The Breastplate (28:15-29) 

• The Urim and Thummin (28:30) 

• The Robe (28:31-35) 

• The Turban (28:36-38) 

• The Tunic and Sash (28:39) 

• The Garments for Aaron’s Son (28:40-43) 
 

The Robe (28:31-35) 
(Exodus 28:31 NKJV)  "You shall make the robe of the ephod all of blue. 
(Exodus 28:32 NKJV)  "There shall be an opening for his head in the middle of it; it shall have a 
woven binding all around its opening, like the opening in a coat of mail, so that it does not tear. 
(Exodus 28:33 NKJV)  "And upon its hem you shall make pomegranates of blue, purple, and 
scarlet, all around its hem, and bells of gold between them all around: 
(Exodus 28:34 NKJV)  "a golden bell and a pomegranate, a golden bell and a pomegranate, upon 
the hem of the robe all around. 
(Exodus 28:35 NKJV)  "And it shall be upon Aaron when he ministers, and its sound will be heard 
when he goes into the holy place before the LORD and when he comes out, that he may not die. 
 
 



Blue color of Heaven / Keep from getting Entangled in World 
Verse 31 - Make the robe of the ephod all of blue: This was the basic covering of the priest, made of all 
blue, and seamless and untorn for the head opening.  Blue the color of heaven; when we keep looking 
towards heaven, then we will be free from being entangled by the earthly things, and will better serve our 
God, and His people.  Keep focused on heaven and we will take a whole lot of earthly things a whole lot 
less seriously. 
 
Bells – Pomegranates  / Dragged Out / Leads to Turban – Holy God / Only 1 Way 
Verse 33 - Bells of gold between them all around: On its hem, between the ornate pomegranates of blue 
and purple, were bells, so the priest could be heard while ministering before God - if he were to die, the 
bells would stop ringing and he could be pulled out of the Most Holy Place.  Should the High Priest not 
come before the Lord in the prescribed way, or was an offense before the Lord, and the Lord took his life, 
then they could drag him out and not have to risk themselves being struck by God for approaching him in 
an unworthy manner.  These bells and pomegranates take us into the turban, and the plate on the turban 
that read, “Holiness to the LORD”.  For He is a Holy God, a perfect God, and He is not the Big Man 
Upstairs, but the Holy God who demands and deserves reverence.  Man cannot approach Him in their 
own way, but must approach Him according to the very last detail that He gives to man.  All roads do not 
lead to God, and sinful man cannot just waltz into the Holy God’s presence, man must come cleansed, 
and that cleansing only comes through the Blood of the Lamb. 
 
Holy God – Rope Tied / Roman Soldier Entertainment / Hebrews 12 – Count it all Joy 
But, amazingly, the Holy God would become man, and allow the rope to be tied around His ankle for you 
and for me.  Historical writings say that the Roman soldiers would tie the crossbeam of the cross to the 
one being crucified arms, and then tie a rope to one ankle, then on the processional to the crucifixion they 
would pull the rope, causing the person to fall flat on their face with the crossbeam driving their face into 
the ground. They did it for entertainment.  Speaking of the robe, they would lay 40 lashes upon Jesus (not 
the 39 which symbolized mercy – for Satan gives Jesus nor you any mercy – he just seeks to destroy), 
and after the scourging they placed a robe upon Jesus.  Now all the flesh that was ripped open by the 
scourging, the blood would start to coagulate, it would start to coagulate to the robe that was placed upon 
His back as they mocked Him, the blood would coagulate to the fibers of the robe, start to dry, and then 
they would rip the robe off His back, tearing open again every blood vessel, letting the blood flow again, 
and yet the Lord says that He counted that………….all joy, worth it, for you and for me. 
(Hebrews 12:1 NKJV)  Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, 
and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 
(Hebrews 12:2 NKJV)  looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
 
(Matthew 27:27 NKJV)  Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole garrison around 
Him. 
(Matthew 27:28 NKJV)  And they stripped Him and put a scarlet robe on Him. 
(Matthew 27:29 NKJV)  When they had twisted a crown of thorns, they put it on His head, and a reed in His right hand. And they 
bowed the knee before Him and mocked Him, saying, "Hail, King of the Jews!" 
(Matthew 27:30 NKJV)  Then they spat on Him, and took the reed and struck Him on the head. 
(Matthew 27:31 NKJV)  And when they had mocked Him, they took the robe off Him, put His own clothes on Him, and led Him 
away to be crucified. 

 

The Turban (28:36-38) 
(Exodus 28:36 NKJV)  "You shall also make a plate of pure gold and engrave on it, like the 
engraving of a signet: HOLINESS TO THE LORD. 
(Exodus 28:37 NKJV)  "And you shall put it on a blue cord, that it may be on the turban; it shall be 
on the front of the turban. 
(Exodus 28:38 NKJV)  "So it shall be on Aaron's forehead, that Aaron may bear the iniquity of the 
holy things which the children of Israel hallow in all their holy gifts; and it shall always be on his 
forehead, that they may be accepted before the LORD. 
 
Simple Headpiece – Mighty Inscription 
The turban was a simple wound linen headpiece. More important than the turban itself was the gold plate 
with a mighty inscription “Holiness to the Lord”. 



 
Holiness root – Whole / Sin Erodes / Pursuit of Happiness – Pursuit of Holiness – Be Happy 
As the High Priest, as Jesus Christ does, Holiness was on His mind.  The word “holiness” has at the root 
of its meaning, is simply “whole”.  Holiness at the root means to be whole.  Sin however, erodes our 
wholeness, it robs, it destroys.  Holiness, the pursuit of it, leads us to wholeness.  The world is in “pursuit” 
of happiness, and how wrong the world has it, for they pursue happiness in all the wrong ways, more 
stuff, wrong places, and wrong people.  The pursuit of holiness will result in happiness, for as we seek the 
things of the Lord, sin will not have its opportunity to erode us, to rob us, or destroy us.  Rather we will 
become more like our High Priest, Jesus Christ, and we will have more of Him, become more like Him, 
resulting in being filled, and full, and whole.  The Lord says to us today, to be holy, just as He is Holy. 
Hebrews 12:14 reinforces this principle: Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one 
will see the Lord. 
(Hebrews 12:14 NKJV)  Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see the Lord: 
 
(Romans 1:3 NKJV)  concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of the seed of David according to the flesh, 
(Romans 1:4 NKJV)  and declared to be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from 
the dead. 
 
(Romans 6:19 NKJV)  I speak in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your members as 
slaves of uncleanness, and of lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves of righteousness 
for holiness. 
 
(Romans 12:1 NKJV)  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 

 
Not Legalistic List of Rules / But Power of Life Separated to God 
Holiness - not as a legalistic list of rules, but the power of a life separated to God; and hence what our 
pursuit in life should be, the very pursuit of Him, and being set apart for Him:   
(Hebrews 12:1 NKJV)  Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, 
and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 
(Hebrews 12:2 NKJV)  looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

 
Second Part of Word – Set Apart 
Along with the root of the word holiness, to be whole, comes also the meaning to be set-apart.  We are 
set apart wholly to the Lord.  He marks us and says this one is Mine, set apart for Me. 
 
Parents – Teach Kids Holiness 
Parents, teach your kids holiness.  Not as a list of rules, but as power, so they are not robbed by the 
erosion of sin. 
 

The Tunic and Sash (28:39) 
(Exodus 28:39 NKJV)  "You shall skillfully weave the tunic of fine linen thread, you shall make the 
turban of fine linen, and you shall make the sash of woven work. 
 
Tunic – Fine Linen 
According to the Talmud that the fine linen of this coat was woven with 540 threads per inch; compare 
that to the finest linen today is about 350 threads per inch, and it is very expensive.  Consider how hot it 
could be wearing the robe, with the ephod over that, and the breastplate over that, it could be very hot; 
however the High Priest had under all of that this fine linen, the best in the world, to keep them cool.  
Ezekiel says that the priests were not to ever wear wool.  The reason and point being is that God does 
not want His workers to sweat while serving Him.  If you are sweating and stressing in some service unto 
the Lord, step back and re-evaluate what you are doing and how you are doing it, for if you are sweating, 
you are not serving in accordance with the pattern set forth by the Lord.  Jesus would say to us today, My 
yoke is easy, My burden is light: 
(Matthew 11:30 NKJV)  "For My yoke is easy and My burden is light." 

 
Jesus is Spotless 
By the way, this fine linen, speaks of our High Priest Jesus Christ and His spotless perfection. 



 
The Sash – Ties all Together 
Verse 39 - and you shall make the sash of woven work - The sash tied it all together; the linen, the robe, 
the breastplate, and the ephod. 
 
Eph 6 – Girded with Truth / John 14:6 
In Ephesians 6, putting on the armor of God, we see the sash (the girdle) is that we are to be girded with 
the truth.  You see the “truth” holds everything together.  Our foundation, our Savior, our lives, are all 
founded on the truth, and Jesus is the truth, and we can trust in all that He says.   
(John 14:6 NKJV)  Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. 

 
(Ephesians 6:14 NKJV)  Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 

 
Sash so Serve / Bend over and Slap all Over / Position – Authority – Serve / Expectation to Serve 
The sash tied it all together, so the priest could serve.  You see the Ephod and the Breastplate would stay 
on the priest as long as he stood upright, but should he bend over, move to the left or move to the right, 
the ephod and breastplate would move out of place also.  If he bent over the breastplate would fall in front 
of his face, the ephod would slide off of his shoulders; without the sash, tying it all together, the priest 
would not be able to serve in the tabernacle.  Here is the connection, the ephod and the breastplate 
represented position and authority before the people, but the sash was needed to work.  If we want to be 
a people with authority, whether at home, on the job, in the church, if you want to have authority, to hold a 
position, you must see that God’s authority and position is linked to servant hood.  When God gives a 
man, gives a woman a position with authority, it comes with the sash, it comes with the expectation from 
God that you will use that position and authority to serve His people, not lord over them.  The world 
knows nothing of this concept as Jesus would say don’t be like the world and lord over people. 
(Matthew 20:25 NKJV)  But Jesus called them to Himself and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and 
those who are great exercise authority over them. 
(Matthew 20:26 NKJV)  "Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant. 
(Matthew 20:27 NKJV)  "And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your slave; 
(Matthew 20:28 NKJV)  "just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many." 

 
Be Great – Serve / Serve Wife – Kids / Jesus Girded Himself with Towel 
If you want to be great before God, be servant of all.  Husbands do you serve your wives?  Do you serve 
your kids for their greater good (not spoiling)?  Are you the head of the home, yet servant of all?  The 
Ephod and Breastplate were linked together, and tied together by the sash.  Jesus demonstrated how to 
have authority, yet be the servant of all.  Jesus, girded up his robe, and washed feet; He served then, He 
still serves today (you and I), and has given us the example of how too we should serve. 
(John 13:3 NKJV)  Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He had come from God and was 
going to God, 
(John 13:4 NKJV)  rose from supper and laid aside His garments, took a towel and girded Himself. 
(John 13:5 NKJV)  After that, He poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel 
with which He was girded. 

 

The Garments for Aaron’s Son (28:40-43) 
(Exodus 28:40 NKJV)  "For Aaron's sons you shall make tunics, and you shall make sashes for 
them. And you shall make hats for them, for glory and beauty. 
(Exodus 28:41 NKJV)  "So you shall put them on Aaron your brother and on his sons with him. 
You shall anoint them, consecrate them, and sanctify them, that they may minister to Me as 
priests. 
(Exodus 28:42 NKJV)  "And you shall make for them linen trousers to cover their nakedness; they 
shall reach from the waist to the thighs. 
(Exodus 28:43 NKJV)  "They shall be on Aaron and on his sons when they come into the 
tabernacle of meeting, or when they come near the altar to minister in the holy place, that they do 
not incur iniquity and die. It shall be a statute forever to him and his descendants after him. 
 
Other Priests – Simple / Speaks of Jesus Glory – Not Ours 
Verse 40 - For Aaron's sons you shall make tunics: Though the "regular" priests had special garments, 
they were simple clothes of fine linen. They were special, but not much compared to the glory and beauty 



of the High Priest's garments.  This is because the "regular" priests, though important, had a far lesser 
office than the High Priest - and were appropriately clothed for this lower position.  Even so, the High 
Priest's clothing, in total, speaks more of Jesus' glory and beauty than of ours. We are content with simple 
linen robes. 
 
Minister unto the Lord – Not People 
Verse 41 - that they may minister to Me as priests – Here again the reminder, all our service is a ministry 
unto God.  Get that out of balance and start serving people instead, you’ll quickly burn-out, get frustrated, 
and quit.  Minister unto the Lord, and you will be able to do it until His return. 
 
Cover Nakedness / Pagan Rituals / Seek Holiness to the Lord 
Verse 42 - Linen trousers to cover their nakedness: The priests - all of the priests - were to wear 
undergarments, so it would be impossible for their nakedness to be exposed while ministering.  This was 
probably a reaction to the nakedness of many pagan priests while performing their rituals.  A word how 
ministries should not allow the practices of the surrounding world to creep in and influence the ministry, 
but to always seek – Holiness to the Lord! 
 
Look at Contrast of Jesus 
A Contrast between Jesus' clothing when He accomplished His great priestly work and the garments of 
the High Priest: 

• Jesus wore no beautiful ephod - only a purple robe for mocking.  

• Jesus had no precious gems were on His shoulders, only a cross that we deserved.  

• Jesus had no breastplate with "Israel on His heart," yet He died of a broken heart for Israel - and 
all of mankind.  

• As the High Priest, Jesus had a seamless robe that was not torn, but it was stripped away at the 
cross.  

• Jesus heard no delicate sound of bells proving that the High Priest was alive, only the sound of 
pounding nails insuring our High Priest's death. 

• Jesus wore no fine linen turban, rather a painful crown of thorns.  

• Jesus had no headplate reading Holiness to the Lord, but a life and death showing nothing but 
holiness to the Lord!  

• Jesus had no linen trousers to hide His nakedness, rather He bore our sins on the cross in a 
naked shame. 

 



Exodus 29 
Offerings for the Priests: Sin, Burnt, and Consecration 

(Exodus 29:1-21) 
 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
The Year 1500BC 
The year is approximately 1500BC, and God through His mighty hand has delivered the children of Israel 
from the 400 year bondage of slavery there in Egypt.  God, the Mighty Warrior God, single-handedly, 
without a sword being lifted defeated the greatest military, of the most powerful nation the world had ever 
seen to this point in human history.  God delivers them through the parting of the Red Sea, and He begins 
them on the journey to the land that He had promised them through their forefathers, Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob.  He is showing Himself personally to them, that He will be their God, and they shall be His 
people.  He is establishing them as a nation, a people, so that all other nations and people see what life 
can be to those whose God is the Lord. 
 
Tabernacle – Shekinah Glory / Garments / Before the Lord – God to the People 
Up to this point He has given them instruction on how to build the tabernacle, where His Skekinah Glory 
would settle, a place where the people would come to meet with Him.  He also gave instruction on the 
garments that the High Priest would wear who would come into the Tabernacle to minister to Him, and to 
intercede for the people before God, and to represent God to the people.  And now, here in chapter 29 we 
will read of and study the actual setting apart of these men who would come before God, the setting apart 
of them for the Lord. 
 
1 Peter / Royal Priesthood / Still Applicable / Reason we Exist -  Reason a Church 
This message is applicable for us, for we are a Royal Priesthood, His own Special People, that we might 
proclaim the praises of Him who called us out of darkness into His marvelous light, (1 Peter 2:9-10).  
3,500 years later this message still applicable to a group of people meeting in a middle school in 
Pasadena.  I chose this to be our first message in this new building, for in it I see not only the reason we 
exist individually, but the reason we meet and exist as a church, as we will see here in chapter 29, God 
setting His people aside for Himself. 
(1 Peter 2:9 NKJV)  But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may 
proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 
(1 Peter 2:10 NKJV)  who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have 
obtained mercy. 

 
(Exodus 29:1 NKJV)  "And this is what you shall do to them to hallow them for ministering to Me 
as priests: Take one young bull and two rams without blemish, 
(Exodus 29:2 NKJV)  "and unleavened bread, unleavened cakes mixed with oil, and unleavened 
wafers anointed with oil (you shall make them of wheat flour). 
(Exodus 29:3 NKJV)  "You shall put them in one basket and bring them in the basket, with the bull 
and the two rams. 
(Exodus 29:4 NKJV)  "And Aaron and his sons you shall bring to the door of the tabernacle of 
meeting, and you shall wash them with water. 
 
Before Offer – Had to Offer for Self / Jesus Order of Melchizedek  
Before they could offer unto the Lord, they had to first make an offer on behalf of themselves; they have 
to be cleansed of their sin, and set-apart for the Lord.  Jesus was a High Priest after the order of 
Melchizedek, He needed not make an offering for His sin for He was sinless.  But Aaron and his sons 
were mere men, and needed an offering before they could serve.   
 



Before Minister – Before Tell -  Had to be Washed / Ephesians 5 
A word for us today, that before we can minister unto others, we must first be ministered to by the Lord.  
Before we tell someone else what they need to hear or be doing, that we must first sacrifice unto the 
Lord, wash ourselves with the Word, cleanse ourselves.  We see the correlation to baptism, and the 
washing away of the old sins and stepping into the new life: 
(Ephesians 5:25 NKJV)  Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 
(Ephesians 5:26 NKJV)  that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 
(Ephesians 5:27 NKJV)  that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but 
that she should be holy and without blemish. 

 
Most Gracious – Those that Recognize / What He has Done – Not what they Do 
The most gracious people you will ever meet (and forget about other people, lets be only concerned with 
ourselves) are the people who recognize their depravity, recognize they are nothing without Christ; those 
who remember where they came from.  They realize that their relationship is about what Jesus has done 
for them, not what they do for Jesus. 
 
Note – All Passive / They Just Need Lay Hands / Same for Us Today 
What you will notice as we go through this study is that Aaron and sons did nothing, they just received; 
Moses is the one who washes them, Moses is the one who dresses them, Moses is the one who makes 
the sacrifices for them.  All they will have to do is lay their hands on the sacrifice as a transferring of guilt 
on to the innocent sacrificial animal.  Same for us today, we just receive, and accept from the Lord, we 
must only be willing to receive, and then leave the rest up to the Lord. 
 
Testimonies – Pulled From  / Praying Worship Music / Broken  Vessels – Steel Walled 
I was talking with a brother who I had asked to share his testimony with the church, and we talked about 
how wonderful it is to share our testimony because it takes us back to where we once were without Him.  
We couldn’t wash our sins away, someone else had to do it for us, we couldn’t robe ourselves in 
righteousness, someone else had to do it,  Part of my devotion time I often select worship songs (by the 
leading of the Lord) and I pray them as I listen to them; this week I was praying one of the songs and it 
was truly from the Lord, as it was a song about a personal sin, a specific sin, and that sin just happened 
to be mine before saved (I listened to it over and over again – 3 times), and the Lord through the song 
broke me all over again.  I am glad to be broken, I am glad to be humbled by the Lord, sometimes I forget 
after 15 years, for I find love flows through broken vessels much more greatly than it does through strong 
steeled-wall tubing. 
 
Cakes in the Basket – Moses in Basket / Moses in Age Group Alone / We are the Offering 
Speaking of being broken, imagine Moses here, putting the cakes, the bread, and the wafers into the 
basket, and no doubt reflecting back to where he came from, where he was pulled from, a basket floating 
down the Nile, being sent down the Nile with a hope, or being left to be killed like all the other male 
children.  Moses reflecting back on the basket and being blown away; from a basket to standing before 
God in the form of a burning bush, and He speaks to me; from a basket to standing before the Pharaoh of 
the greatest nation in the world, and telling him, thus says the Lord; from a basket to watching the finger 
of God write the moral and spiritual law for the foundation of the whole world.  Do you realize, there was 
no other Hebrew men Moses’ age, he was in an age group all by himself.  When Moses was say 80 he 
would meet fellow Hebrew men who were 81, maybe 79, but not 80, maybe not 79, maybe not even 78 
for we know not how long the killing of male Hebrew children went on went the decree went forth from the 
madman who was Pharaoh.  Where the Lord brought Moses, and I imagine as Moses would place cakes 
in a basket, he would have to be blown away thinking I am putting together and offering for the Lord, in 
the same manner I once was; as my mother placed me in that basket, and said Lord into thy hands I 
commend this child to you, He is yours now to do with as you will.  As we, realizing we ourselves are the 
offering, our lives spared and set-apart to be, as we will read that we are a sweet smelling aroma.  .  How 
life will be changed for all, when we reflect back on where we came from, and how now we are the 
offering.  
 
(Exodus 29:5 NKJV)  "Then you shall take the garments, put the tunic on Aaron, and the robe of 
the ephod, the ephod, and the breastplate, and gird him with the intricately woven band of the 
ephod. 



(Exodus 29:6 NKJV)  "You shall put the turban on his head, and put the holy crown on the turban. 
(Exodus 29:7 NKJV)  "And you shall take the anointing oil, pour it on his head, and anoint him. 
 
Oil representing the Holy Spirit / Oil – After the Covering / Not what we Do – He has Done 
Oil, representative of the Holy Spirit in the Scriptures.  But notice, the anointing only comes after the 
covering.  It is not what man does, but what God has already done. 
 
Anoint – Set apart for Use / To Paint / Covers the Flaws 
Anoint here means to consecrate, set apart entirely for use.  I like one of the other meanings, it means “to 
paint”, and I can relate to that; God covering my flaws and imperfections, covering me with His Holy color 
of Red, washing me in the blood, and leaving the tint of red behind so that when He looks at me he no 
longer sees the vile sinner Ray Bollas, but a new man, a person, that He has set apart for Himself. 
 
(Exodus 29:8 NKJV)  "Then you shall bring his sons and put tunics on them. 
(Exodus 29:9 NKJV)  "And you shall gird them with sashes, Aaron and his sons, and put the hats 
on them. The priesthood shall be theirs for a perpetual statute. So you shall consecrate Aaron and 
his sons. 
 
3 Offerings / Sin (Covering) – Burnt (total Surrender) – Consecration (Set-Apart) / The Trap 
Their shall be 3 offerings made by them; a sin offering (for the covering of sin), then a burnt offering (for a 
life surrendered), then a consecration offering (a life set-apart for God) made.  Important for us to look 
into these 3 offerings ourselves, for how they still apply to us today.  Maybe you’ll read this and be a little 
confused, which one is the consecration, which one is the surrender, they seem to say the same thing; It 
is true in that sense, they do say the same thing in many ways, but different at the same time.  Many a 
Christians make the mistake of thinking they are separate, trying to make them separate, missing the 
point that the 3 of them are seamlessly woven together.  Many want to make the sin offering, covering of 
the sin, and it is true our sin has been totally consumed and taken away positionally by Jesus Christ (we 
are forgiven), but there is the process of holiness and righteousness where the Lord wants to deal with 
our sins personally and bring us into a life that is completely surrendered to Him, and a life that is set-
apart for Him to do with as He desires for us, for His plans for us are nothing but what is the best for us, 
and the kingdom of God. 

 
Sin Offering 
(Exodus 29:10 NKJV)  "You shall also have the bull brought before the tabernacle of meeting, and 
Aaron and his sons shall put their hands on the head of the bull. 
(Exodus 29:11 NKJV)  "Then you shall kill the bull before the LORD, by the door of the tabernacle 
of meeting. 
(Exodus 29:12 NKJV)  "You shall take some of the blood of the bull and put it on the horns of the 
altar with your finger, and pour all the blood beside the base of the altar. 
(Exodus 29:13 NKJV)  "And you shall take all the fat that covers the entrails, the fatty lobe 
attached to the liver, and the two kidneys and the fat that is on them, and burn them on the altar. 
(Exodus 29:14 NKJV)  "But the flesh of the bull, with its skin and its offal, you shall burn with fire 
outside the camp. It is a sin offering. 
 
Laying of Hands – Represents transfer of Guilt to Innocent / Animal not Involved in Sin – No Jesus 
The laying on of hands represents the transferring of guilt and shame unto the innocent sacrifice, the 
acknowledgement and understanding that I really should be dying, the innocent animal played no part in 
this sin, it was my sin and my sin only.  It is called “substitutionary atonement”.   Isaiah 53, says God laid 
the iniquities of us all upon Jesus, the innocent who had no part in the sin, taking the punishment; 
(Isaiah 53:5 NKJV)  But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace 
was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed. 
(Isaiah 53:6 NKJV)  All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way; And the LORD has laid on 
Him the iniquity of us all. 
 
(Romans 6:23 NKJV)  For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
 



Made at Altar – Front of Tabernacle / Can not enter without Death First / Cross of Calvary 
The sacrifice would be made at the bronze altar which was the first thing a person would see when they 
walked into the courtyard of the tabernacle.  There was only one gate for entrance into the courtyard of 
the tabernacle, and immediately before the person was the bronze altar, then beyond that was the bonze 
laver for cleansing, and then would be the entrance into the Holy Place, and the Holy of Holies.  Every 
person would see and know that a person could only enter into the place of the Lord through the 
shedding of blood.  We could never have entered into the Holy place, or the Holy of Holies, without 
passing the altar of sacrifice, the cross of Calvary. 
 
Jesus Sacrificed Outside the City / Hill called Golgotha  
Verse 14 - you shall burn with fire outside the camp. It is a sin offering – Interesting that Jesus was 
crucified outside the city, on a hill called Golgotha. 
 
Bring It all – Inside Out 
This might seem graphic, cut open the animal, pull out the entrails, the kidney, the liver, pull out all the 
internal organs and place them on the altar.  The idea here that you are bringing all the inward parts to be 
consumed by the fire; how easy it is for us to bring the outward appearance for changing, looking like we 
have it together – but sin is in our heart, that is left untouched, as we don’t touch the deepest recessed 
parts of our heart, and say here it is Lord, deal with it, consume it.   
 
Why did we Come Here Today / Let Bible Study Us / Leave Nothing Undone  
The Lord says bring those things before Me that I might consume them.  Can we be serious and honest 
with ourselves today, why did we come here tonight?  Is it out of obligation, out of habit?.  Let those that 
came here today look at these things and say, Lord may I leave nothing uncovered.  May I expose all to 
you, and let you have your way, so that I might be wholly set apart for you, and that I might walk in 
holiness and purity as you desire for all your children.  We have come here, we have made the effort, lets 
not leave here short, let’s not leave here with anything left undone.  Let’s not study the Bible, let’s not 
come here to read the Bible, but let us let the Bible study us, open us up, and reveal to us what needs to 
cut open, put on the altar, and consumed by the fire of God, His purifying fire.  That is why we meet, that 
is why we come here, that is why we exist, that the Word of God may examine us, bring these things to 
the surface, placed on the altar, and then consumed, so that He might change us and conform us, so that 
we might move on closer, into the Holy of Holies, and we can experience His Shekinah Glory.   
 
Deal With It / Inner Recesses / Prayer at End 
Let it be consumed, put it on the altar, and let it be consumed.  Don’t just deal with the surface, but reach 
down into your very bowels, the inner recesses of your heart, don’t leave here the same as you came in.  
Hear the Lord as He speaks to you right now.  We will close with 5 minutes of prayer for each of these 3 
offerings, and there you can put on the altar to be consumed. 
 

Burnt Offering 
(Exodus 29:15 NKJV)  "You shall also take one ram, and Aaron and his sons shall put their hands 
on the head of the ram; 
(Exodus 29:16 NKJV)  "and you shall kill the ram, and you shall take its blood and sprinkle it all 
around on the altar. 
(Exodus 29:17 NKJV)  "Then you shall cut the ram in pieces, wash its entrails and its legs, and put 
them with its pieces and with its head. 
(Exodus 29:18 NKJV)  "And you shall burn the whole ram on the altar. It is a burnt offering to the 
LORD; it is a sweet aroma, an offering made by fire to the LORD. 
 
Sweet Rest / Aroma to the Lord – Not man / Looking forward to Rest -  
The Burnt Offering is also called the Sweet Savory Offering.  Sweet aroma in the Hebrew means “sweet 
rest”.  The aroma is unto the Lord, not to man.  As the aroma is lifted up to the Lord, He smells it and 
looks forwards to the rest that will come through the sacrifice of Jesus, who is our rest.   
(Hebrews 4:10 NKJV)  For he who has entered His rest has himself also ceased from his works as God did from His. 
(Hebrews 4:11 NKJV)  Let us therefore be diligent to enter that rest, lest anyone fall according to the same example of 
disobedience. 



 
Imagine Millions – A Reminder of His Death to Come / But He Couldn’t wait to Die / Come 
Imagine, this, millions upon million of sacrifices being made, all a reminder, all a shadow of what is to 
come, the cross.  The graphic nature of what we have read, a body being ripped apart, blood being 
poured out, blood being sprinkled, and God would smell it and consider it sweet, it would bring rest in His 
heart why?  Because He looked so forward to that day when sin and death would be conquered once and 
for all.  He looked forward to the day when He could say don’t come to the altar, come to the throne, 
boldly come, heavens gates are opened wide for you.  What a God, a God who says I look forward to 
dying for you.  Could you imagine if we knew how we were to die, and we had a constant continual 
reminder day after day of our death to come (whether car accident, heart attack) how we would 
distressed by the continual reminder, yet the Lord says oh how sweet that day will be, that day when they 
will rip my back open with 40 lashes, when they buffet my face, when they will take those nails and nail 
me to a tree, then hang me there for 6 hours, I look forward to that day so I may say to them – It is Done!  
I look forward to saying, “boldly come before the throne of grace”. 
(Hebrews 12:1 NKJV)  Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, 
and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 
(Hebrews 12:2 NKJV)  looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
 
(Hebrews 4:16 NKJV)  Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time 
of need. 

 
He Loves You 
My how the Lord loves you.  What a blessing to say that every week to you, “He loves you!”  May those 
words be your sweet aroma, your sweet rest 
 
Complete Surrender 
For us, the burnt offering as we study throughout the Scriptures, speaks of complete surrender; none of 
the sacrifice is taken outside the camp, it is wholly consumed by the fire.  For us, rest will only come on 
this side of eternity when we completely surrender.  When we say, I am done, Lord your ways are my 
ways, your words are my way, I surrender all to you.  I am done trying to make things happen in my flesh, 
I am done doing things my way, I am done calling the shots, My way doesn’t work, that has been clearly 
proven, I am done saying it must be my way, I surrender all to you.   
 
Why did we Come Here Tonight 
Again, I ask, why did we come here tonight.  We will have a time of prayer at the end of this study, and 
we will make our burnt offering to the Lord.  May tonight we surrender all, so we may have rest.  For that 
rest is freedom, and we will feel that weight and pressure lifted form us, and we can leave here tonight we 
a whole new walk with our Lord. 
 

Consecration Offering 

(Exodus 29:19 NKJV)  "You shall also take the other ram, and Aaron and his sons shall put their 
hands on the head of the ram. 
(Exodus 29:20 NKJV)  "Then you shall kill the ram, and take some of its blood and put it on the tip 
of the right ear of Aaron and on the tip of the right ear of his sons, on the thumb of their right hand 
and on the big toe of their right foot, and sprinkle the blood all around on the altar. 
(Exodus 29:21 NKJV)  "And you shall take some of the blood that is on the altar, and some of the 
anointing oil, and sprinkle it on Aaron and on his garments, on his sons and on the garments of 
his sons with him; and he and his garments shall be hallowed, and his sons and his sons' 
garments with him. 
 
Consecration – Set Apart 
Consecration is the setting apart, the setting aside wholly for a purpose. 
 
Ear – Thumb – Foot / Man’s Wisdom / Sin – Surrender – now Consecrated / Hear Amazing Things 
Interestingly that the blood gets put on the tip of the ear; for how the first thing that changes when we get 
set-apart for the Lord is that we start to hear things differently.  The things we hear coming from the world 



suddenly starts to sound foreign to us.   We hear them for what they are now, contrary to God and His 
ways He has purposed for man to live.  Man’s wisdom becomes foolishness to us.  Once the sin offering 
is made, the way is open for us to be totally consumed by Him to a place of  surrender; then once 
surrender comes we start to see and hear things differently, hear things we never heard before (the more 
we surrender, the more differently we hear).  We are open to receive His instruction, we are open to hear 
things we never dreamed we could hear form heaven, I love you, I call you son and daughter, your sins 
are washed cleaned, I long for you, my thoughts of you outnumber the grains of sand on the shore and 
the stars in the heaven. 
 
Hand 
After the ears are touched, then the hand is touched.  Once He has won our attention and affection it 
changes all that we do with our hands.  I am going to take these hands and open the Bible and read it to 
my children.  I am going to take these hands and touch my spouse in a deep loving way.  I am going to 
take these hands and take the hand of my child and walk with them and hold them in my arms and make 
sure they are first in my life.  I’m going to take these hands and put a pair a suitcases in them and get on 
a plane and go to Nicaragua and tell them about Jesus.  The hands are touched, and all that we do with 
them are set-apart for Him. 
 
Toe – New Direction / New Delight / Led to places to Fall Deeper in Love / Serve Him 
Then the toe is touched, speaking that where we go has changed; we chose not to go to those places, 
God has our ear and we are hearing new directions, and our heart delights in His directions for they lead 
us to places that let us see more of Him, understand His way, and understand His deep love and passion 
for us, and then to take that same love and pass it on to others.  These feet take us to this place to 
worship Him, to bless others, to encourage others, to serve others.  These feet take us to a place where 
our hears can hear of Him, and our hands can be used as His hands.   
 
Why Come here Today 
What did we come here for tonight? 
(Matthew 10:38 NKJV)  "And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. 
(Matthew 10:39 NKJV)  "He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My sake will find it. 

 
Prayer: 
 Sin Offering – Inside Out Revealing & Confessing 
 Burnt Offering – Total Surrender 
 Consecration – Totally Set Aside 
 



Offerings for the Priests / The 2 Lambs 
(Exodus 29:22-46) 

 
The Ordination of the High Priests / Matthew 10 
Up to this point He has given them instruction on how to build the tabernacle, where His Skekinah Glory 
would settle, a place where the people would come to meet with Him.  He also gave instruction on the 
garments that the High Priest would wear who would come into the Tabernacle to minister to Him, and to 
intercede for the people before God, and to represent God to the people.  And now, here in chapter 29 we 
will read of and study the actual setting apart of these men who would come before God, the setting apart 
of them for the Lord.  We find the modern day ordination sermon given in Matthew 10 before Jesus sends 
out the 12 Apostles.  Both chapters are significant to each of us here today as the Lord sets us apart, and 
sends us out into ministry. 
 
Feeding One Another 
You may say, well Ray I am not interested in the ministry, I really am not interested in serving, I like my 
life just the way it is, and ministering just sounds like something that is going to make my life 
uncomfortable.   I am reminded of the story:  
A holy man was having a conversation with the Lord one day and said, "Lord, I would like to know what Heaven and Hell are like." 
The Lord led the holy man to two doors. He opened one of the doors and 
the holy man looked in. In the middle of the room was a large round table.  In the middle of the tab le was a large pot of stew which 
smelled delicious and made the holy man's mouth water. The people sitting around the table were thin and sickly.  They appeared to 
be famished. They were holding spoons with very long handles that were strapped to their arms and each found it possible to reach 
into the pot of stew and take a spoonful, but because the handle was longer than their arms, they could not get the spoons back into 
their mouths. The holy man shuddered at the sight of their misery and suffering.  The Lord said, "You have seen Hell".  They went to 
the next room and opened the door. It was exactly the same as the first one. There was the large round table with the large pot of 
stew which made the holy man's mouth water. The people were equipped with the same long-handled spoons, but here the people 
were well nourished and plump, laughing and talking. The holy man said, "I don't understand." "It is simple," said the Lord, "it 
requires but one skill. You see, they have learned to feed each other, while the greedy think only of themselves."  

 
We Feed Each Other – We grow Stronger 
I feed you, you feed me, and we both grow stronger.  Think of a marriage where the husband feeds the 
wife, serves the wife, and the wife feeds the husband, the wife serves the husband, imagine if both 
focused on not just strengthening self, but the other, how strong that marriage would be, how strong the 
family would be.  Imagine if in the church that is how it was, I come to the church to get fed so that I may 
go out and feed others, and make them strong (saved or unsaved) imagine the strength and influence the 
church would be in the world.  How sad when a person only looks at how they may get the spoon up to 
their mouth, and have no concern about the mouths that need fed around them. 
 
3 Offerings / Sin (Covering) – Burnt (total Surrender) – Consecration (Set-Apart) / The Trap 
In verse 1-21 we read of 3 offerings that were made on behalf of Aaron and his sons before they could 
minister to the Lord, and I remind you that they didn’t make these offerings themselves, Moses did it for 
them, all they were to do was lay their hands upon the innocent sacrifice as being symbolic of transferring 
their guilt and shame unto the innocent sacrifice.  The 3 offerings made for them;  

• A sin offering (for the covering of sin),  

• A burnt offering (for a life surrendered),  

• A consecration offering (a life set-apart for God) made.   
 
Now lets pick it up in verse 22. 
 
(Exodus 29:22 NKJV)  "Also you shall take the fat of the ram, the fat tail, the fat that covers the 
entrails, the fatty lobe attached to the liver, the two kidneys and the fat on them, the right thigh 
(for it is a ram of consecration), 
(Exodus 29:23 NKJV)  "one loaf of bread, one cake made with oil, and one wafer from the basket 
of the unleavened bread that is before the LORD; 
(Exodus 29:24 NKJV)  "and you shall put all these in the hands of Aaron and in the hands of his 
sons, and you shall wave them as a wave offering before the LORD. 



(Exodus 29:25 NKJV)  "You shall receive them back from their hands and burn them on the altar 
as a burnt offering, as a sweet aroma before the LORD. It is an offering made by fire to the LORD. 
(Exodus 29:26 NKJV)  "Then you shall take the breast of the ram of Aaron's consecration and 
wave it as a wave offering before the LORD; and it shall be your portion. 
(Exodus 29:27 NKJV)  "And from the ram of the consecration you shall consecrate the breast of 
the wave offering which is waved, and the thigh of the heave offering which is raised, of that 
which is for Aaron and of that which is for his sons. 
(Exodus 29:28 NKJV)  "It shall be from the children of Israel for Aaron and his sons by a statute 
forever. For it is a heave offering; it shall be a heave offering from the children of Israel from the 
sacrifices of their peace offerings, that is, their heave offering to the LORD. 
 
Empty Hands Filled 
As we had mentioned in our previous study, Aaron and sons did nothing but receive, they sacrifices were 
made for them by Moses, they priestly garments were placed on them, they did nothing except place their 
hands upon the sacrifice to confess guilt and shame.  You see, we need empty hands to do that; we try to 
bring anything else along we can’t place our hands upon the sacrifice.  People want to, think they can, 
bring handfuls of good stuff I have done for you Lord, and how you will be pleased and accept me; where 
as all those things do is fill up our hands and keep us from having empty hands to fully place firmly upon 
the sacrifice. 
 
Hands Ready to be Filled 
Secondly, hands that were once empty, after the sin offering, the burnt offering, and the consecration 
offering, can now be filled by God, to offer back up to God, this wave offering.  The waving of the offering 
symbolized that it is all yours Lord, all that I give to you first came from you, again there is nothing of 
myself, but all of you and your goodness towards me. 
 
Empty Hands for Ministry 
In terms of ministry, notice this wave offering comes after they have now been consecrated, set apart, 
have committed themselves for service unto the Lord; it is then that the Lord fills their hands.  So often we 
say if I could just study some more, train some more, then I’ll be ready to serve the Lord; but here we see 
that it isn’t until after Aaron and his sons were committed that God gave them bread and meat to offer up.  
David, goes into the valley of Elah, he says Goliath, enough of you cursing our God, enough of you 
mocking Him and His people, it is time for your 10 or 11 foot frame to be dealt with.  So big was Goliath 
that the armor just to protect his chest was some 200 pounds, and his spear tip was 30 pounds; yet David 
said “lets rock”!  But notice something in that story, David said I don’t needs Saul’s armor, it is too big and 
clunky for me, he enters into the valley with only his sling, but it wasn’t until he was in the valley, 
committed to the battle, that he stooped down and picked up those 5 smooth stones.  David walks into a 
battle against a 10 foot plus giant, without ammunition, poor plan, or great faith?  He said you come 
barking, but I come in the name of the Lord, that was great faith.  Precious people, I suggest to you that 
you can trust on the supply from God once you committed to the battle.  No need to worry about coming 
with full ammunition, you just need to get in the battle and the ammunition will be supplied.  Don’t worry 
about what you will say when you witness, just witness and let God supply.  Start sharing and reaching 
out to people, and God will supply all your needs. 
(1 Samuel 17:40 NKJV)  Then he took his staff in his hand; and he chose for himself five smooth stones from the brook, and put 
them in a shepherd's bag, in a pouch which he had, and his sling was in his hand. And he drew near to the Philistine. 
 
(1 Samuel 17:45 NKJV)  Then David said to the Philistine, "You come to me with a sword, with a spear, and with a javelin. But I 
come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 
(1 Samuel 17:46 NKJV)  "This day the LORD will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you and take your head from you. And 
this day I will give the carcasses of the camp of the Philistines to the birds of the air and the wild beasts of the earth, that all the 
earth may know that there is a God in Israel. 
 
(Matthew 10:19 NKJV)  "But when they deliver you up, do not worry about how or what you should speak. For it will be given to you 
in that hour what you should speak; 
(Matthew 10:20 NKJV)  "for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father who speaks in you. 

 
 
 



Prepare – Dare 
Preparing to minister is not nearly as necessary as daring to minister – for it is when you are in the valley 
of confrontation that you will look and see the 5 smooth stones, waiting to be put to God’s use. 
 
(Exodus 29:29 NKJV)  "And the holy garments of Aaron shall be his sons' after him, to be anointed 
in them and to be consecrated in them. 
(Exodus 29:30 NKJV)  "That son who becomes priest in his place shall put them on for seven 
days, when he enters the tabernacle of meeting to minister in the holy place. 
 
Garments Passed on to Sons 
Dad’s, single moms, just as Aaron’s garments would be passed on to his sons, so too will your character 
be passed on to your children.  You can’t expect your children to exceed what you are.  Want your child 
to be one of prayer, then be a man or woman of prayer.  The Word?  Then study the Word.  Want honest 
kids, then be honest.  The garments I wear, for better or worse will be passed on to my children.  A 
Scripture to memorize for each of us today, Psalm 17:15, I will be satisfied when I awake in your likeness.  
Dwell on that word, mediate on that each day, and you will hunger, and never be satisfied until you awake 
and become like Him.  And then, watch how it affects your kids. 
(Psalms 17:15 NKJV)  As for me, I will see Your face in righteousness; I shall be satisfied when I awake in Your likeness. 

 
(Exodus 29:31 NKJV)  "And you shall take the ram of the consecration and boil its flesh in the holy 
place. 
(Exodus 29:32 NKJV)  "Then Aaron and his sons shall eat the flesh of the ram, and the bread that 
is in the basket, by the door of the tabernacle of meeting. 
(Exodus 29:33 NKJV)  "They shall eat those things with which the atonement was made, to 
consecrate and to sanctify them; but an outsider shall not eat them, because they are holy. 
(Exodus 29:34 NKJV)  "And if any of the flesh of the consecration offerings, or of the bread, 
remains until the morning, then you shall burn the remainder with fire. It shall not be eaten, 
because it is holy. 
 
A Stranger shall not Partake 
Verse 33 says a stranger shall not partake of these things for they are foreign to him. People can’t 
understand why we do what we do, why we are like we are. It is because they are outside the tabernacle, 
they are outside the meeting place with Lord.  It says the cross is foolishness to them that are perishing.  
Just like the altar in the courtyard of the tabernacle, some people, the outsiders, look in and say what a 
bloody religion, I don t understand you guys and why you talk so much about this blood, can’t you talk 
about something else.  They say it because they are outside, they haven’t been to or don’t understand the 
altar, the cross, and the forgiveness that it brought, and the freedom we can’t help but want to talk about 
over and over: 
(1 Corinthians 1:18 NKJV)  For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it 
is the power of God. 
(1 Corinthians 1:19 NKJV)  For it is written: "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, And bring to nothing the understanding of the 
prudent." 

 
(Exodus 29:35 NKJV)  "Thus you shall do to Aaron and his sons, according to all that I have 
commanded you. Seven days you shall consecrate them. 
(Exodus 29:36 NKJV)  "And you shall offer a bull every day as a sin offering for atonement. You 
shall cleanse the altar when you make atonement for it, and you shall anoint it to sanctify it. 
(Exodus 29:37 NKJV)  "Seven days you shall make atonement for the altar and sanctify it. And the 
altar shall be most holy. Whatever touches the altar must be holy. 
 
Lasted 7 Days 
This condemnation process lasted seven days. Every day for 7 days a bull was sacrificed. 
 
(Exodus 29:38 NKJV)  "Now this is what you shall offer on the altar: two lambs of the first year, 
day by day continually. 
(Exodus 29:39 NKJV)  "One lamb you shall offer in the morning, and the other lamb you shall offer 
at twilight. 



(Exodus 29:40 NKJV)  "With the one lamb shall be one-tenth of an ephah of flour mixed with one-
fourth of a hin of pressed oil, and one-fourth of a hin of wine as a drink offering. 
(Exodus 29:41 NKJV)  "And the other lamb you shall offer at twilight; and you shall offer with it the 
grain offering and the drink offering, as in the morning, for a sweet aroma, an offering made by 
fire to the LORD. 
(Exodus 29:42 NKJV)  "This shall be a continual burnt offering throughout your generations at the 
door of the tabernacle of meeting before the LORD, where I will meet you to speak with you. 
 
Every Day – Continually / Tabernacle Center of Nation 
Every day two lambs would be offered on the bronze altar, one in the morning, and one in the evening.  
This was to be done daily from generation to generation.  The tabernacle was the centre of the camp, and 
everyone camped facing the tabernacle; it was the center of the nation, and the center of their lives.  All 
movement was centered on it, as the cloud moved, so did they and place the tabernacle directly under 
the cloud. 
 
Morning and Twilight Lamb / Smoke Rising – Peace Made 
Every morning as they would come out from their tent they would see the smoke arising and know that 
the lamb had been slain and that peace with God had been made.  To me personally there is no better 
time of the day than those early morning hours of quiet time with the Lord; a cup of hot tea or coffee, 
silence in the house, its sweet fellowship as I reflect on the Lamb that was sacrificed for me, and the 
peace I have with Him.  The morning lamb, a reminder there peace with God and then at twilight, the last 
thing they saw was the evening lamb’s smoke rising up.   
 
Shadows 
These offerings are shadows of Jesus Christ, and the final Lamb that would be slain.  For us we live 
where the sacrifice was made once and for all; God has no mortgage on any of us, all has been paid in 
full, we are His, and He ours. 
 
(Exodus 29:43 NKJV)  "And there I will meet with the children of Israel, and the tabernacle shall be 
sanctified by My glory. 
(Exodus 29:44 NKJV)  "So I will consecrate the tabernacle of meeting and the altar. I will also 
consecrate both Aaron and his sons to minister to Me as priests. 
(Exodus 29:45 NKJV)  "I will dwell among the children of Israel and will be their God. 
(Exodus 29:46 NKJV)  "And they shall know that I am the LORD their God, who brought them up 
out of the land of Egypt, that I may dwell among them. I am the LORD their God. 
 
I Will 
Notice the I will: 
(Exodus 29:43 NKJV)  "And there I will meet with the children of Israel, and the tabernacle shall be sanctified by My glory. 
(Exodus 29:44 NKJV)  "So I will consecrate the tabernacle of meeting and the altar. I will also consecrate both Aaron and his sons 
to minister to Me as priests. 
(Exodus 29:45 NKJV)  "I will dwell among the children of Israel and will be their God. 
(Exodus 29:46 NKJV)  "And they shall know that I am the LORD their God, who brought them up out of the land of Egypt, that I may 
dwell among them. I am the LORD their God. 

 
God’s Thoughts for You 
God’s thought for them, God’s thoughts of you: 
(1 Peter 2:9 NKJV)  But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may 
proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 
(1 Peter 2:10 NKJV)  who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have 
obtained mercy. 

 
 



Exodus 30 
The Altar of Incense – The Place of Prayer (30:1-10) 

 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
Every Piece Points to Jesus 
Every piece of the tabernacle pictures and points to Jesus Christ; and today’s passage about the Altar of 
Incense is no different. 
 
Recap Tabernacle 
To recap the Tabernacle.  There was only one gate/way into the courtyard of the tabernacle, and we see 
the picture that Jesus is the Gate.  Immediately upon entry into the courtyard each person would be face-
to-face with the bronze altar, the place of sacrifice, and the statement is made that without the shedding 
of innocent blood man cannot approach the Holy God.  Beyond that would be the bronze laver, a place of 
washing for the High priest before entry into the service of the Lord, and how we need to be continually 
washed with the Word.  Then, the gate/way into the tabernacle itself, into the first of two rooms, the Holy 
place.  Once in, to the left would be the Golden Lampstand, Jesus the Light of the World and we His Light 
reflectors, to the right was the Table of Showbread, Jesus’ body broken for us, and 12 loaves on that 
table, yet all one body.  Then immediately in front of the next gate/way/door into the Holy of Holies was 
the Altar of Incense.  Beyond that door/veil, into the Holy of Holies was the Ark of the Covenant, with the 
Mercy Seat above the ark, and inside the Ark was a jar of Manna, Aaron’s rod that had budded, and the 
10 Commandments.  It was there in the Holy of Holies that the Shekinah Glory of God rested. 
 
(Exodus 30:1 NKJV)  "You shall make an altar to burn incense on; you shall make it of acacia 
wood. 
(Exodus 30:2 NKJV)  "A cubit shall be its length and a cubit its width; it shall be square; and two 
cubits shall be its height. Its horns shall be of one piece with it. 
(Exodus 30:3 NKJV)  "And you shall overlay its top, its sides all around, and its horns with pure 
gold; and you shall make for it a molding of gold all around. 
(Exodus 30:4 NKJV)  "Two gold rings you shall make for it, under the molding on both its sides. 
You shall place them on its two sides, and they will be holders for the poles with which to bear it. 
(Exodus 30:5 NKJV)  "You shall make the poles of acacia wood, and overlay them with gold. 
(Exodus 30:6 NKJV)  "And you shall put it before the veil that is before the ark of the Testimony, 
before the mercy seat that is over the Testimony, where I will meet with you. 
(Exodus 30:7 NKJV)  "Aaron shall burn on it sweet incense every morning; when he tends the 
lamps, he shall burn incense on it. 
(Exodus 30:8 NKJV)  "And when Aaron lights the lamps at twilight, he shall burn incense on it, a 
perpetual incense before the LORD throughout your generations. 
(Exodus 30:9 NKJV)  "You shall not offer strange incense on it, or a burnt offering, or a grain 
offering; nor shall you pour a drink offering on it. 
(Exodus 30:10 NKJV)  "And Aaron shall make atonement upon its horns once a year with the 
blood of the sin offering of atonement; once a year he shall make atonement upon it throughout 
your generations. It is most holy to the LORD." 
 
Incense speaks of Prayer 
Revelation 8 speaks of incense before the Lord are the prayers of the Saints, and those prayers are a 
sweet smell before the Lord: 
(Revelation 8:3 NKJV)  Then another angel, having a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given much incense, that 
he should offer it with the prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne. 
(Revelation 8:4 NKJV)  And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, ascended before God from the angel's hand. 
 
(Psalms 141:2 NKJV)  Let my prayer be set before You as incense, The lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 



 

The Altar of Incense (30:1-10) 
(Exodus 30:1 NKJV)  "You shall make an altar to burn incense on; you shall make it of acacia 
wood. 
(Exodus 30:2 NKJV)  "A cubit shall be its length and a cubit its width; it shall be square; and two 
cubits shall be its height. Its horns shall be of one piece with it. 
 
Altar Speaks of Sacrifice 
It is an altar therefore that means there is a sacrifice involved. There is nothing harder for me to do, then 
pray. 
 
Smallest Piece / Long Prayers make for Hard prayers 
The Altar of Incense was about 1.5 foot by 1.5 foot by 3 feet high.  It was the smallest piece of furniture of 
all the other furniture in the tabernacle.  In our minds we would think this would need to be the biggest 
piece of furniture wouldn’t we, because we think long prayers are the prayers that are answered, and 
short prayers aren’t serious enough to God.  This is the smallest piece of furniture and yet it represents 
prayer.  As we will see in the next verse, Jesus lives to make intercession for us, so He is boosting up and 
empowering our prayers, we need only get them up to Him.  The Altar of sacrifice was 7.5 by 4.5, this 
Altar is 1.5 by 1.5, don’t get defeated about having to have lengthy prayers, or flowery prayers, just keep 
them short, get them uploaded to Jesus, and let Him boost them on your behalf. 
 
Don’t Use Religious Jargon 
In Matthew 25 there is a Syro-Phoneician woman, a Gentile, and her daughter is ill.  She cries out to 
Jesus twice, Son of David (the Jewish term for the Messiah), have mercy on me.  Jesus kept walking.  
She cries out to Jesus yet a third time, “Lord help me”, and Jesus stops dead in His tracks and healed her 
daughter.  She heard the Jewish religious jargon, she thought that was prayer, but it was just jargon, but 
she then reached into her heart, pulled out her pain and laid it before Jesus very simply, 3 words, Lord, 
help me, and Jesus responds.  This Altar of Incense, 1.5, by 1.5, by 3.0……….Get your prayers up to 
Jesus, He will take care of it from there. 
(Matthew 15:25 NKJV)  Then she came and worshiped Him, saying, "Lord, help me!" 

 
(Exodus 30:3 NKJV)  "And you shall overlay its top, its sides all around, and its horns with pure 
gold; and you shall make for it a molding of gold all around. 
 
Jesus Lives to make Intercession / Altar Sacrifice – Humanity – Judge / Gold - Intercession 
This altar is not made of wood covered with bronze like the altar of sacrifice, but of gold.  You see the 
Altar of Sacrifice, made with wood, speaking of Jesus’ humanity, it was covered with bronze/brass 
because bronze through the Scriptures speaks of judgment, and it was there on the Altar of Sacrifice that 
all man’s (those who would receive Him) sins were judged.  But here at this altar, it is covered with gold 
because this Altar speaks of the resurrected Savior who lives not to judge us, but to make intercession for 
us.  Jesus seated at the right hand of the Father is interceding for you and for me: 
(Hebrews 7:24 NKJV)  But He, because He continues forever, has an unchangeable priesthood. 
(Hebrews 7:25 NKJV)  Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He always 
lives to make intercession for them. 

 
Picture of Us Also – 1 Peter / We are to Intercede – Stand Between / Ezk 22 – Luke 18 / Bring Pass 
Now, every piece also has application for us personally as being a part of this royal priesthood.  Want to 
be like Jesus?  Then live to make intercession.  Make the sacrifice, and it is only a sacrifice of your time, 
God isn’t asking you to go to the Bronze Altar, but the Golden Altar, and make intercession.  Intercede 
means to “stand between”, and God is asking us to stand between Him and the fallen world, to stand 
before Him and lift up that brother or sister in need, and when we do, Jesus then boost our prayers before 
the throne, because He lives to make intercession.  Ezekiel 22 God said He was looking for a man to 
stand in the gap before the land.  Luke 18 He says we ought to always pray and not grow weary.  Can we 
do that for our nation?  For our families, for one another?  Oh, if we can, and not faint, what a work God 
will do in all those areas.  By the way the root definition of intercession is “to bring to pass”; I like that!  
(1 Peter 2:9 NKJV)  But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may 
proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 



 
(Ezekiel 22:30 NKJV)  "So I sought for a man among them who would make a wall, and stand in the gap before Me on behalf of the 
land, that I should not destroy it; but I found no one. 
 
(Luke 18:1 KJV)  And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to pray, and not to faint;  

 
Horns 
The Altar had horns on the four corners, and horns throughout the Scriptures speak of power.  Do you 
want power in your life, you will find it at the Altar of Incense, the place of prayer. 
 
Past Prayers 
I might also add, you know sometimes our present prayers don’t seem as if they are being answered, and 
I just lay it out there to you, that sometimes these current prayers aren’t being answered because God is 
currently answering past prayer request.   Oh Lord I am in a real bind right now, help me out of this; but 
the prayer a month ago was Lord I see how self-sufficient I have been, how I haven’t surrendered all to 
you, Lord help me to see more of you, and less of me.  You must increase, and I must decrease; and so 
He starts His work, His refiners fire in our life, and it hurts, so we say what is happening, get me out of 
here.  But saints, there is power in prayer, let God have His way in every situation.  It is ok to pray get me 
out of here, but until He does, embrace what He is doing in the midst of the fire. 
(John 3:30 NKJV)  "He must increase, but I must decrease. 

 
(Exodus 30:4 NKJV)  "Two gold rings you shall make for it, under the molding on both its sides. 
You shall place them on its two sides, and they will be holders for the poles with which to bear it. 
(Exodus 30:5 NKJV)  "You shall make the poles of acacia wood, and overlay them with gold. 
 
Not to Be Touched / McDonalds 
Not to be touched but borne, carried.  The application is obvious that wherever we go, the Altar is there.  
But maybe you are like me, and one thing I constantly struggle with is that the incense is still burning on 
the Altar, even after I walk away.  I forget that God is still working my prayer, and I immediately want to 
get into action, and I spend more time trying to make what I am praying for happen.  We can spend more 
time thinking about it, stressing about, or we pray for 3 seconds about it, then we in a stress are trying to 
make it come to pass.  Here we see the Altar of Incense when it came time to move the tabernacle wasn’t 
to be touched but carried by these poles, the priests never got there hands on the altar except to place 
the incense (prayer) upon it.  A good example I can remember was in our old building we had to get it 
zoned by the county.  Now I know nothing about that stuff, and it became a burden upon me.  So I would 
pray about 3 seconds, and then spend hours on the internet researching, multiple phone calls to the 
county asking all that needed to be done, and it really became stressing to me, unto the point that I finally 
took my hands off the altar, and just places the incense upon it, and I said Lord it is too much for me, I 
can’t pastor and be a building contractor at the same time, help me.  I immediately felt a peace about it, 
and then either day, or the next day at the latest, Elizabeth says to me, my husband works for McDonalds 
building new restaurants and he said if you need any help with the zoning and permits he will take care of 
them all, and so he did.  I think too often we want to get busy about our request, before we have given 
God a chance to work in our request.  Now there will come a time to go into action, for prayer will lead us 
into action, and when that time comes grab an end of the pole and start moving with the prayer request 
that has been answered through the incense laid upon the altar. 
 
(Exodus 30:6 NKJV)  "And you shall put it before the veil that is before the ark of the Testimony, 
before the mercy seat that is over the Testimony, where I will meet with you. 
 
Immediately before Holy of Holies / We Never More in Presence 
The altar of incense was immediately in front of the Holy of Holies.  Notice this, nothing else was closer to 
the Holy of Holies, where the Glory of God rested, a picture of the seat of the throne of God, than the 
Altar of Incense.  Precious saints, we will never be more in God’s glory and presence than we are when 
we pray.  In that Holy of Holies is the Ark of the Covenant, it was covered with the Mercy Seat, and we will 
never know and experience His mercy more closely than when we are in prayer. 
 



(Exodus 30:7 NKJV)  "Aaron shall burn on it sweet incense every morning; when he tends the 
lamps, he shall burn incense on it. 
(Exodus 30:8 NKJV)  "And when Aaron lights the lamps at twilight, he shall burn incense on it, a 
perpetual incense before the LORD throughout your generations. 
 
2 Lambs / Pray in Context of Lamb / Jesus went Altar – to Intercede / Prayers Abomination 
Reminder that two lambs were offered up at the same period, one in the morning, one in the evening.  Let 
your prayers always be in the light and remembrance of the cross.  We can pray, and lose heart, faint, 
thinking God doesn’t hear, is not concerned.  But put your prayers in the continual light of the lamb that 
was slain, and your prayers will always be in the context and remembrance of a God who loves and cares 
for you so much that He would leave His throne, become man, dive into the cesspool of sin (He who 
knew no sin) for you.  He voluntarily laid Himself upon that Bronze Altar, took sin and death on headfirst, 
so that He could then go the Golden Altar, and live to make intercession for you.  He first had to die, so 
that He could then sit to intercede for us, He first had to die, so he could bring our name before the 
Father, for had He not died, the conversation of an unwashed sinner would never have happened.  
Proverbs says that one who turns his ears away from the law, even his prayer is an abomination, but 
Jesus took care of our transgression of the law, and has provided access to the throne. 
(Hebrews 12:2 NKJV)  looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
(Hebrews 12:3 NKJV)  For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, lest you become weary and 
discouraged in your souls. 
 
(Proverbs 28:9 NKJV)  One who turns away his ear from hearing the law, Even his prayer is an abomination. 
 
(Hebrews 4:16 NKJV)  Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time 
of need. 

 
(Exodus 30:9 NKJV)  "You shall not offer strange incense on it, or a burnt offering, or a grain 
offering; nor shall you pour a drink offering on it. 
(Exodus 30:10 NKJV)  "And Aaron shall make atonement upon its horns once a year with the 
blood of the sin offering of atonement; once a year he shall make atonement upon it throughout 
your generations. It is most holy to the LORD." 
 
Blood Once a Year 
Only once a year blood would touch it.  Again, although blood sacrifices are not offered on the Altar of 
Incense, it is only through the blood that we have this access into prayer. 
 
Heaven is Silent 
Back in Revelation 8, the smoke of incense are the prayers of the saints, there is much debate about 
verse 1, which says that heaven was silent for 30 minutes.  The questions and debate is why the silence, 
and I think the answer is in the context, the prayers of the saints.  Heaven silent, so God can hear the 
prayers of His saints.  All the angels praising God, the 4 living creatures, the 24 Elders casting crowns, 
the multitude around the throne beholding His glory, and it is as if God says, shhhhh, Ray is praying, let 
me not miss a word of what he is saying, he is so special to Me.  He is in need, ohh how sweet this prayer 
is as right now he is praying for his wife, his children, oh how sweet he is praying for his friend Chris, and 
oh how sweet this one is, he is praying for his enemies, shhhhhh, I don’t want to miss a word of this. 
(Revelation 8:1 NKJV)  When He opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour. 
(Revelation 8:2 NKJV)  And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and to them were given seven trumpets. 
(Revelation 8:3 NKJV)  Then another angel, having a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given much incense, that 
he should offer it with the prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne. 
(Revelation 8:4 NKJV)  And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, ascended before God from the angel's hand. 

 
The Altar of Incense – Nothing Sweeter 
The Altar of Incense, what a sweet place to be.  Nothing closer to heaven itself, God’s glory, than the 
Altar of Incense, may we let these words soak deep into our hearts. 
 
 



The Ransom Tax – Bought with a Price 
(Exodus 30:11-16) 

 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
Every Piece Points to Jesus / No Tax – No Entry 
Every piece of the tabernacle pictures and points to Jesus Christ; and today’s passage about the Ransom 
Tax is no different.  The Ransom Tax is interesting in that it is mandatory; all the other offerings we have 
studied in the past were voluntary, but this Ransom Tax is mandatory.  Not to worry, this passage isn’t 
about fund-raising, no it is far more profound than that, this Ransom Tax was mandatory in that no one 
could come into the tabernacle courtyard, no one could come in and partake in the blessings of the 
tabernacle (which is a picture of heaven) without first paying the Ransom Tax.  No Tax, no entry. 
 
Recap Tabernacle 
To recap the Tabernacle.  There was only one gate/way into the courtyard of the tabernacle, and we see 
the picture that Jesus is the Gate.  Immediately upon entry into the courtyard each person would be face-
to-face with the bronze altar, the place of sacrifice, and the statement is made that without the shedding 
of innocent blood man cannot approach the Holy God.  Beyond that would be the bronze laver, a place of 
washing for the High priest before entry into the service of the Lord, and how we need to be continually 
washed with the Word.  Then, the gate/way into the tabernacle itself, into the first of two rooms, the Holy 
place.  Once in, to the left would be the Golden Lampstand, Jesus the Light of the World and we His Light 
reflectors, to the right was the Table of Showbread, Jesus’ body broken for us, and 12 loaves on that 
table, yet all one body.  Then immediately in front of the next gate/way/door into the Holy of Holies was 
the Altar of Incense (which speaks of prayer).  Beyond that door/veil, into the Holy of Holies was the Ark 
of the Covenant, with the Mercy Seat above the ark, and inside the Ark was a jar of Manna, Aaron’s rod 
that had budded, and the 10 Commandments.  It was there in the Holy of Holies that the Shekinah Glory 
of God rested. 
 

The Ransom Tax (30:11-16) 
(Exodus 30:11 NKJV)  Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 
(Exodus 30:12 NKJV)  "When you take the census of the children of Israel for their number, then 
every man shall give a ransom for himself to the LORD, when you number them, that there may be 
no plague among them when you number them. 
(Exodus 30:13 NKJV)  "This is what everyone among those who are numbered shall give: half a 
shekel according to the shekel of the sanctuary (a shekel is twenty gerahs). The half-shekel shall 
be an offering to the LORD. 
(Exodus 30:14 NKJV)  "Everyone included among those who are numbered, from twenty years old 
and above, shall give an offering to the LORD. 
(Exodus 30:15 NKJV)  "The rich shall not give more and the poor shall not give less than half a 
shekel, when you give an offering to the LORD, to make atonement for yourselves. 
(Exodus 30:16 NKJV)  "And you shall take the atonement money of the children of Israel, and shall 
appoint it for the service of the tabernacle of meeting, that it may be a memorial for the children of 
Israel before the LORD, to make atonement for yourselves." 
 
Ransom Tax – God’s Counting / Counted Money – Not People 
The Ransom Tax was God’s way of counting the people, of taking a census.  Jesus Himself paid this 
Ransom Tax, which at His time was called the “Temple Tax”.  Jesus paid this tax with the fish Peter 
caught; One shekel, a half for Him and half for Peter.  Here we see that the money was to be counted, not 
the people.   
(Matthew 17:24 NKJV)  When they had come to Capernaum, those who received the temple tax came to Peter and said, "Does your 
Teacher not pay the temple tax?" 



(Matthew 17:25 NKJV)  He said, "Yes." And when he had come into the house, Jesus anticipated him, saying, "What do you think, 
Simon? From whom do the kings of the earth take customs or taxes, from their sons or from strangers?" 
(Matthew 17:26 NKJV)  Peter said to Him, "From strangers." Jesus said to him, "Then the sons are free. 
(Matthew 17:27 NKJV)  "Nevertheless, lest we offend them, go to the sea, cast in a hook, and take the fish that comes up first. And 
when you have opened its mouth, you will find a piece of money; take that and give it to them for Me and you." 

 
King David / Think the Exception / God Disciplines Children / Begins in House of Lord 
King David got himself in trouble because he numbered the people.  The Scriptures say that Satan 
tempted him to do so.  If you recall the story David took a census, even when he was begged not to, but 
he did so anyways, it took 9 months to do so, and yet even in those 9 months he didn’t repent and stop 
the census.  I think there is a clear picture of how when God gives us grace and opportunity to repent 
from what we know His word declares, yet we don’t, as time continues on we can somehow think that 
God is granting us an exception to His Word.  Well David, 9 months rolls by, keeps the count rolling, and 
then God says because you have done so, I must bring discipline.  For whom the Lord loves He 
chastens, and His judgment begins in His house first.  Christians so often want to see God set things right 
in the world, but not in their lives first.   
(1 Chronicles 21:1 NKJV)  Now Satan stood up against Israel, and moved David to number Israel. 
(1 Chronicles 21:2 NKJV)  So David said to Joab and to the leaders of the people, "Go, number Israel from Beersheba to Dan, and 
bring the number of them to me that I may know it." 
(1 Chronicles 21:3 NKJV)  And Joab answered, "May the LORD make His people a hundred times more than they are. But, my lord 
the king, are they not all my lord's servants? Why then does my lord require this thing? Why should he be a cause of guilt in Israel?" 
(1 Chronicles 21:4 NKJV)  Nevertheless the king's word prevailed against Joab. Therefore Joab departed and went throughout all 
Israel and came to Jerusalem. 
(1 Chronicles 21:5 NKJV)  Then Joab gave the sum of the number of the people to David. All Israel had one million one hundred 
thousand men who drew the sword, and Judah had four hundred and seventy thousand men who drew the sword. 
(1 Chronicles 21:6 NKJV)  But he did not count Levi and Benjamin among them, for the king's word was abominable to Joab. 
(1 Chronicles 21:7 NKJV)  And God was displeased with this thing; therefore He struck Israel. 
(1 Chronicles 21:8 NKJV)  So David said to God, "I have sinned greatly, because I have done this thing; but now, I pray, take away 
the iniquity of Your servant, for I have done very foolishly." 
 
(Hebrews 12:6 NIV)  because the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son." 
 
(1 Peter 4:16 NKJV)  Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in this matter. 
(1 Peter 4:17 NKJV)  For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and if it begins with us first, what wi ll be the 
end of those who do not obey the gospel of God? 

 
Sin Effects Others / Spills Over / Children Effected 
The resultant of that discipline was 70,000 of the people of Israel perished in a plague sent by the Lord.  
How could God allow the innocent to be punished because of David’s sin we immediately ask; the answer 
lies in that a man’s sin, is never isolated.  As we sin, the ramifications of that sin is much greater than just 
ourselves, and that very moment in time, and that piece of soil we are standing on.  Every sin carries itself 
forth and spills over to the world around us.  It is not that God is punishing those innocent people, rather it 
is that effects of sin are far reaching.  How many children suffer today because mom and dad.  Mom and 
dad wouldn’t walk the walk, made a profession, then lived contrary to it, and the children say forget it, who 
needs that Christianity.  A father’s drinking, effects his children, and possibly his children’s children.  A 
few clicks here and there, destroying the soul, click by click, all carry out to people around them. 
 
Counting for Pride Sake / I have Never Counted 
David counted for his pride sake, to say this is how powerful my kingdom is.  A ministry suggestion to you 
from me is don’t get caught up in the counting of people.  I have never counted, for the Lord spoke to me 
not to, and I can see His wisdom behind it.  If I count when the room is packed and buzzing, I would 
probably get caught up in pride, oh look what the Lord is doing through me.  If I counted when we baked 8 
cookies and had 4 left over, and everybody eat one, except I ate 2, I could find myself being discouraged, 
oh what’s the use I’m not called.  Rather, you minister to the ones that come, invest and pour yourself into 
the ones that come, looking at them as people with needs, not numbers with results, and you will find 
yourself ministering and loving the people as God has called us too.  Many people quit a ministry 
because, only a few people were coming.  Many people are removed from ministry because, a lot of 
people were coming. 
 
 
 



Ministries that Do Count – Book Acts 
How about ministries that do, such as Billy Graham.  Well, they counted in the Book of Acts those that 
were saved, and the reason was to give God glory for what He had done.  So too is the picture we see in 
many Evangelistic Crusades, but unfortunately not all…………. 
(Acts 2:41 NKJV)  Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to 
them. 
 
(Acts 4:4 NKJV)  However, many of those who heard the word believed; and the number of the men came to be about five 
thousand. 

 
Jewish People Today 
Even today the orthodox Jews will not count because of this passage, and the story of David.  When they 
have a pick-up game, and they count-off to make teams, they say, “not 1”, “not 2”, “not 1”, “not 2”, they 
refuse to be counted. 
 
(Exodus 30:15 NKJV)  "The rich shall not give more and the poor shall not give less than half a 
shekel, when you give an offering to the LORD, to make atonement for yourselves. 
(Exodus 30:16 NKJV)  "And you shall take the atonement money of the children of Israel, and shall 
appoint it for the service of the tabernacle of meeting, that it may be a memorial for the children of 
Israel before the LORD, to make atonement for yourselves." 
 
Church Doctrine / Bought with Blood 
There are some churches who take this passage and make a doctrine out of it, and the doctrine they 
come up with is that salvation can be purchased.  As long as you pay, you are secure.  The Scriptures 
are clear, we have not been purchased with corruptible things such as silver or gold, but by one thing, 
and one thing only, the precious blood of Jesus Christ: 
(1 Peter 1:18 NKJV)  knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct 
received by tradition from your fathers, 
(1 Peter 1:19 NKJV)  but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. 

 
Psalm 49 – No Man Can Redeem 
Other, and the same people, also apply this to mean that we could purchase a person who did not 
receive the Lord, out of hell, by paying a “ransom tax” for their soul.  Again, man is not purchased with 
corruptible things such as silver and gold, but also, Psalm 49:7 says, no man can redeem his brother, nor 
give a ransom for him: 
(Psalms 49:6 NKJV)  Those who trust in their wealth And boast in the multitude of their riches, 
(Psalms 49:7 NKJV)  None of them can by any means redeem his brother, Nor give to God a ransom for him; 
(Psalms 49:8 NKJV)  For the redemption of their souls is costly, And it shall cease forever; 
(Psalms 49:9 NKJV)  That he should continue to live eternally, And not see the Pit. 

 
Attractive to Carnal Man / Light a Candle 
This doctrine was/is very attractive to carnal men, as they use it as a way to bring in the money.  Pay 
some money to light a candle, and you can purchase a loved one out of purgatory (which doesn’t exist). 
 
Atonement / Silver – Redemption / Exodus 38 - Sockets of Tabernacle / Wood – Body / Not World 
Why the Ransom Tax, why a price to be paid for “atonement”, which simply means, “at-one-ment” with 
the Lord.  The removal of the barrier that separates man from God.  The text here clearly states that 
salvation is to be purchased, and the text is correct, salvation is purchased.  Jesus Christ paid the price, 
fully, no debt remains, no mortgage on this home, the price has been paid in full.  Notice the shekel was 
silver, and throughout the Scriptures, silver is a picture of redemption.  Jesus was betrayed for 30 pieces 
of silver.  Exodus 38 says this silver given for the Ransom Tax, was melted down and used to make the 
sockets to hold the boards that made up the tabernacle.  The boards, made of wood, speaking of 
humanity, being joined, linked together (by the silver sockets), to make up the body of Christ as He is 
knitting and preparing for Himself a body.  How interesting that because the wood of the tabernacle sat on 
the sockets of silver, the wood therefore never touched the earth again.  We are in this world, but we are 
not of this world, we have been redeemed from this world 
(Exodus 38:25 NKJV)  And the silver from those who were numbered of the congregation was one hundred talents and one 
thousand seven hundred and seventy-five shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary: 



(Exodus 38:30 NKJV)  And with it he made the sockets for the door of the tabernacle of meeting, the bronze altar, the bronze grating 
for it, and all the utensils for the altar, 
(Exodus 38:31 NKJV)  the sockets for the court all around, the bases for the court gate, all the pegs for the tabernacle, and all the 
pegs for the court all around. 

 
(Ephesians 4:16 NKJV)  from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective 
working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love. 
 
(John 17:14 NKJV)  "I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not 
of the world. 
(John 17:15 NKJV)  "I do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but that You should keep them from the evil one. 
(John 17:16 NKJV)  "They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 
(John 17:17 NKJV)  "Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth. 

 
Happy is the Day / Why Single – Childless - Jobless 
Happy is the day when we come to that place and realize and accept the fact that we have been bought 
with a price, and our life is not out own.  Let’s cover that point first - who better to own you, to lead and 
direct us?  How life can be such a struggle and frustration when we continue to call the shots.  Why am I 
still single, why am I still in this job situation, why can’t I make more money, why can’t I get pregnant, why 
do I have to live here why, this or why that, it is because you are not your own, you have been bought 
with a price.  
 
Boards can’t Fall 
The good news is that without the sockets the boards could not stand, they would fall flat on their face 
into the earth, but the socket upheld them.   
 
He Holds Us / Loves us to Death / Set Free 
And, the silver socket holds us, He has us in His hands, because He loves us…………….to death! 
(John 8:34 NKJV)  Jesus answered them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of sin. 
(John 8:35 NKJV)  "And a slave does not abide in the house forever, but a son abides forever. 
(John 8:36 NKJV)  "Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed. 

 



The Bronze Laver – The Washing of the Word 
(Exodus 30:17-21) 

 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
Every Piece Points to Jesus / The Washing of the Word 
Every piece of the tabernacle pictures and points to Jesus Christ; and has application for us.  Today’s 
study we will look at the Bronze laver, and it we will see speaks of the Word of God, more specifically, the 
washing of the Word of God: 
 
Recap Tabernacle 
To recap the Tabernacle (also called the Place of Meeting).  There was only one gate/way into the 
courtyard of the tabernacle, and we see the picture that Jesus is the Gate.  Immediately upon entry into 
the courtyard each person would be face-to-face with the bronze altar, the place of sacrifice, and the 
statement is made that without the shedding of innocent blood man cannot approach the Holy God.  
Beyond that would be the bronze laver, a place of washing for the High priest before entry into the service 
of the Lord, and how we need to be continually washed with the Word.  Then, the gate/way into the 
tabernacle itself, into the first of two rooms, the Holy place.  Once in, to the left would be the Golden 
Lampstand, Jesus the Light of the World and we His Light reflectors, to the right was the Table of 
Showbread, Jesus’ body broken for us, and 12 loaves on that table, yet all one body.  Then immediately 
in front of the next gate/way/door into the Holy of Holies was the Altar of Incense (which speaks of 
prayer).  Beyond that door/veil, into the Holy of Holies was the Ark of the Covenant, with the Mercy Seat 
above the ark, and inside the Ark was a jar of Manna, Aaron’s rod that had budded, and the 10 
Commandments.  It was there in the Holy of Holies that the Shekinah Glory of God rested. 
 
Laver – Washing of Word 
So the Bronze Laver, speaks of the washing of the Word. 
(Ephesians 5:25 NKJV)  Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 
(Ephesians 5:26 NKJV)  that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 
 
(John 15:3 NKJV)  "You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. 
 
 (Psalms 119:9 NKJV)  How can a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed according to Your word. 

 

The Bronze Laver (30:17-21)  
(Exodus 30:17 NKJV)  Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 
(Exodus 30:18 NKJV)  "You shall also make a laver of bronze, with its base also of bronze, for 
washing. You shall put it between the tabernacle of meeting and the altar. And you shall put water 
in it, 
(Exodus 30:19 NKJV)  "for Aaron and his sons shall wash their hands and their feet in water from 
it. 
(Exodus 30:20 NKJV)  "When they go into the tabernacle of meeting, or when they come near the 
altar to minister, to burn an offering made by fire to the LORD, they shall wash with water, lest 
they die. 
(Exodus 30:21 NKJV)  "So they shall wash their hands and their feet, lest they die. And it shall be 
a statute forever to them; to him and his descendants throughout their generations." 
 
Laver – Washing of Word 
So the Bronze Laver, speaks of the washing of the Word. 
(Ephesians 5:25 NKJV)  Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 
(Ephesians 5:26 NKJV)  that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 
 
(John 15:3 NKJV)  "You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. 



 
 (Psalms 119:9 NKJV)  How can a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed according to Your word. 

 
First Altar – Then Laver / Not Salvation – But Water for Refreshment/Renewal/Revival 
So the first thing one would see upon entering the courtyard of the tabernacle was the Bronze Altar, a 
symbol that without the shedding of blood there is no coming into the presence of God.  Then the second 
thing one would see would be this bronze laver, which is simply a large basin filled with water.  The Laver 
does not speak of salvation (as some may say), being washed of our sins, being born-again, for that was 
settled at the Bronze Altar.  The water here in this Bronze Laver, where the priests would wash their 
hands and feet, was to provide refreshment, renewal, and revival, for the water is a picture of the Word of 
God: 
 
Mid-East was Dry / The Dust of the World / When I Read the Word 
The Mid-East region, a dry arid place, and water was refreshing to a person who had collected the dust of 
the world upon their skin.  How refreshing it is to read the Word, when I feel the dust of the world sticking 
to me, and then I open the Word and hear the Creator of the Universe say to me: 

• Ray, I know the thoughts that I think towards you.  

• when I read of the leper being healed, and I think of myself,  

• when I read come unto Me all you who labor and are heavy laden and I will give you rest,  

• when I read now you have been washed through the Word.   

• Verse after verse of Him saying “come just as you are” 
 
I feel refreshed, rejuvenated, and reinvigorated.  The Word, washing me, refreshing me, because every 
Word of God is pure: 
(Proverbs 30:5 NKJV)  Every word of God is pure; He is a shield to those who put their trust in Him. 

 
(Exodus 30:18 NKJV)  "You shall also make a laver of bronze, with its base also of bronze, for 
washing. You shall put it between the tabernacle of meeting and the altar. And you shall put water 
in it, 
 
No Dimensions – No Limits 
Notice, that there is no mention of how big the laver was to be made.  We are given dimensions of the 
other pieces, but not this piece.  Why is that?  Because there is no exhausting of the Word.  You can 
search this book and learn something new everyday.  There is no dimensions because there is no limits 
to God’s Word; it just gets deeper and richer every time you study it.   
 
Rejoice at Altar – but go on to the Laver / Don’t Miss the 31,102 Verses 
And we can rejoice our sins have been consumed back there on the Altar of Sacrifice, but our Christian 
experience is so much deeper than that.  Too many people just want to stop at the Altar, hurray I am 
forgive, but then go on no further than that, and they miss out on the 31,102 verses of the greatest love 
story ever told.  God’s Word, 66 Books, 1189 chapters, 31,102 verses, and 773, 692 words, all Inspired 
by the Living God who wants to take us into His depth of wisdom, knowledge, and love. 
 
Who Are People who Praise the Lord / Psalm 119 
When I am in the Word, I learn about the Lord, and I find myself completely amazed by Him.  Reading the 
Word leads us to worship, because we can’t help praise Him as we read of Him and His thoughts towards 
us.  Psalm 119, is the longest chapter in the Bible, and it deals with one single issue, the benefits and 
blessings of being in the Word. 
Verse 1 – declares the person who obeys His Word will be blessed (happy) 
(Psalms 119:1 NKJV)  Blessed are the undefiled in the way, Who walk in the law of the LORD! 

Verse 7 – says the person in the Word will be a person who worships 
(Psalms 119:7 NKJV)  I will praise You with uprightness of heart, When I learn Your righteous judgments. 

Verse 9 – says the person who takes heed to the Word will be clean 
(Psalms 119:9 NKJV)  How can a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed according to Your word. 

Verse 11 – the word is hidden in your heart. 
(Psalms 119:11 NKJV)  Your word I have hidden in my heart, That I might not sin against You! 



Verse 24 – says a counselor is always available, 24x7, no 200 bucks an hour.  And that word will be a 
delight. 
(Psalms 119:24 NKJV)  Your testimonies also are my delight And my counselors. 

Verse 27 - people in the Word will be inclined to talk about the Lord, because it just overflows from us. 
(Psalms 119:27 NKJV)  Make me understand the way of Your precepts; So shall I meditate on Your wondrous works. 

Verse 37 – the Word leads us away from looking into and being involved in worthless things 
(Psalms 119:37 NKJV)  Turn away my eyes from looking at worthless things, And revive me in Your way. 

Verse 42 – we will be able to answer and deal with those coming against us 
(Psalms 119:42 NKJV)  So shall I have an answer for him who reproaches me, For I trust in Your word. 

Verse 45 – It says that we will have liberty, we will be set free. 
(Psalms 119:45 NKJV)  And I will walk at liberty, For I seek Your precepts. 

Verse 48 – The Word lifts our hands up in praise, for we see how good He is. 
(Psalms 119:48 NKJV)  My hands also I will lift up to Your commandments, Which I love, And I will meditate on Your statutes. 

Verse 50 – the word brings comfort. 
(Psalms 119:50 NKJV)  This is my comfort in my affliction, For Your word has given me life. 

Verse 72 – the Word is more precious than gold and silver. 
(Psalms 119:72 NKJV)  The law of Your mouth is better to me Than thousands of coins of gold and silver. 
Verse 99/104 – the Word brings us to understanding, won’t get led to false doctrine or philosophies.  
(Psalms 119:99 NKJV)  I have more understanding than all my teachers, For Your testimonies are my meditation. 
(Psalms 119:104 NKJV)  Through Your precepts I get understanding; Therefore I hate every false way. 

Verse 105 – the Word is a light, to guide us. 
(Psalms 119:105 NKJV)  Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path. 
Verse 114 – Our hiding place, we are shielded because of the Word of God. 
(Psalms 119:114 NKJV)  You are my hiding place and my shield; I hope in Your word. 

Verse 136 – the Word brings us compassion for those who are missing out on these blessings 
(Psalms 119:136 NKJV)  Rivers of water run down from my eyes, Because men do not keep Your law. 

Verse 165 – The Word brings Great Peace, nothing shall offend us when we in the Word. 
(Psalms 119:165 NKJV)  Great peace have those who love Your law, And nothing causes them to stumble. 

 
Side Note / Mirrors – Woman into the Word / You won’t have to Be Psalm 119 
Side Note - In Exodus 38 it says that the brass was used from the looking glasses that woman gave.  In 
those days they didn’t have mirrors of glass, they had brass that was polished finely to the point where a 
person could see their reflection.  I like that, woman who were more concerned with spiritual things, godly 
things, than they were about their personal looks.  You young men, young ladies, look for that in your 
spouse-to-be, someone who is more concerned about looking unto Jesus, than they are about looking 
unto themselves, and your relationship will be greatly blessed.  Look for a woman, who is into the Word, 
and you will find yourself a Proverbs 31 woman.  You see what happens beloved, all the things we have 
just read the Word is in Psalm 119, God the Word will be to that person, and you won’t have to be.  They 
will find their completeness and fulfillment in Him, and not pressure you to be all those things.  God will be 
their comfort, their peace, their light, their hope, their praise, their life, and you will be free to just come 
along side of them and enjoy all those things with them, rather than have to be them. 
(Exodus 38:8 NKJV)  He made the laver of bronze and its base of bronze, from the bronze mirrors of the serving women who 
assembled at the door of the tabernacle of meeting. 

 
Made Brass – Judgment / Altar – Remembrance / Laver – Confession / Word - Reveals 
The Laver was made out of Brass; now bronze/brass is the metal of judgment we see throughout the 
Scriptures.  This Word does judge us, the Law condemns us, but then after the Bronze Altar, the Law no 
longer condemns us, but it guides us on life and godliness.  The Bronze Altar was a place of 
remembrance, without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sin, but here at the Bronze Laver 
is a place of confession, as I read the Word, see my error, confess it and then receive forgiveness.  We 
can read the Word, and now we are not condemned, convicted yes, and the Word will guide us out of 
troubled waters, places where disaster and heartache loom, and instead of being burnt by the fire, we can 
be refreshed by the water.  For the laver was made out of brass, but it was filled with water. 
(Galatians 3:24 KJV)  Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith. 
(Galatians 3:25 KJV)  But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. 
(Galatians 3:26 KJV)  For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. 

 
Water – Holy Spirit / Spirit our Teacher / Dirt of World – Nice Cool Shower / Spirit Illuminated 



Now the water, speaks of the Spirit of God, and the Holy Spirit moves through and teaches us this word, 
and although the Devil is trying to condemn us, the Spirit is teaching us, growing us, maturing us, and 
rather than being burned, we are refreshed and invigorated, for who doesn’t feel better after getting the 
dust and dirt of the world on us, and then taking that nice hot shower on a cold day, or that nice cool 
shower on a hot day.  When we read this Word it must be Spirit illuminated, else we will only see the 
brass part of the laver, the judgment part, and miss out on the water, the ministering of the Spirit to us.  
How many people read their Bible, and have no joy in it, or after they read it all that it becomes is a bunch 
of rules and regulations, a bunch of thou shalt nots!  But when we read it first, and we say Holy Spirit, 
teach me Your Word, illuminate it for me and to me, and then our whole Bible reading changes.  The 
Spirit reveals Himself to us, reveals the depth of God to us, and we are blown away. 
(John 4:14 NKJV)  "but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will 
become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life." 
 
(John 7:37 NKJV)  On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, "If anyone thirsts, let him come to 
Me and drink. 
(John 7:38 NKJV)  "He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water." 
 
(Isaiah 44:3 NKJV)  For I will pour water on him who is thirsty, And floods on the dry ground; I will pour My Spirit on your 
descendants, And My blessing on your offspring; 
 
(Ezekiel 36:25 NKJV)  "Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean; I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and 
from all your idols. 
(Ezekiel 36:26 NKJV)  "I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and 
give you a heart of flesh. 
(Ezekiel 36:27 NKJV)  "I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep My judgments and do 
them. 
 
(John 14:16 NKJV)  "And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever; 
 
(John 16:13 NKJV)  "However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His 
own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. 

 
Where Did Water Come From / John 1 – Jesus Tabernacled with Man 
But it is even more amazing than that.  Where did the water for the Laver come from when they were in 
the wilderness, it came from the Rock that followed them through the wilderness.  1 Corinthians 10 tells 
us that Rock, was Jesus Christ.  When you looked into the Laver, you saw Jesus!  And now follow this all 
the way through, for we are studying the Tabernacle, and what does John 1, says the Word became 
flesh, and dwelt amongst us.  The word for dwelt, in the original language (Greek) meant “to tabernacle”.    
(1 Corinthians 10:4 NKJV)  and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them, and that 
Rock was Christ. 
 
(John 1:1 NKJV)  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
(John 1:2 NKJV)  He was in the beginning with God. 
(John 1:3 NKJV)  All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made. 
(John 1:4 NKJV)  In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 
 
(John 1:14 NKJV)  And the Word became flesh and dwelt (tabernacled) among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 
Every Piece a Picture of Jesus / Read to See Jesus / Read to See Yourself 
As we have said in every study, every piece of this Tabernacle and the Priestly Garments were all 
pictures and shadow of Jesus Christ, and they all have application for each of us individually.  Don’t let 
that examination end here in our study of the tabernacle, precious people carry that on to every passage 
of Scripture.  In every passage look for Jesus Christ, and look for you, and your Bible reading will come 
alive.  I know so often I find myself saying, oh I’m so tired, and now I need to prepare another study, and I 
can find myself dreading having to commit that time to study and prepare.  Hence why God made me a 
Bible Teacher, because left to myself I would probably not study as I do.  But what happens when I do 
have that dreading committing the time, I realize I have missed it.  I find that I am preparing a speech, 
fulfilling a requirement, just looking at the brass part of the laver, and missing the water.  But when I re-
adjust my thinking, and look past the brass and see the water, then I know refreshment is just a flip of a 
page away.  I then say, Lord I am not studying for other people, but for me, to see you in a way I have 
never seen, to see me, to find me on every page, then my heart is lifted, my soul excited, because I know 



at the end of those pages, those minutes or hours of study, I will be changed.  Lord, you are the Word, 
you want to tabernacle in me, you are the Water from the Rock, that wants to refresh me, and refresh me 
by showing me more of you. 
 
Jesus says Learn of Me / I Must Decrease – He Surpasses Me 
Jesus says learn of Me and I will give you rest.  When I study to learn of Him, I am anything but 
exhausted, I am refreshed, excited, and reinvigorate.  When I learn of Him, I also learn of me.  As John 
the Baptist said, He must increase, and I must decrease.  I will never decrease, until He increases, and 
when I learn of Him and see Him and all that He is to me, then He increases and surpasses me.  Only the 
dynamic of God, that when He increases, I decrease, yet I will grow stronger, I mature, I reflect Him more, 
as I decrease.   
(Matthew 11:28 NKJV)  "Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
(Matthew 11:29 NKJV)  "Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. 
(Matthew 11:30 NKJV)  "For My yoke is easy and My burden is light." 
 
(John 3:30 NKJV)  "He must increase, but I must decrease. 

 
Spirit teaches not Who I am – But He Is 
The Spirit teaching the Word, shows us not to be focused on what I am, but who He is. 
 
(Exodus 30:19 NKJV)  "for Aaron and his sons shall wash their hands and their feet in water from 
it. 
(Exodus 30:20 NKJV)  "When they go into the tabernacle of meeting, or when they come near the 
altar to minister, to burn an offering made by fire to the LORD, they shall wash with water, lest 
they die. 
(Exodus 30:21 NKJV)  "So they shall wash their hands and their feet, lest they die. And it shall be 
a statute forever to them; to him and his descendants throughout their generations." 
 
100% / The Cults can Twist but can’t Defile 
Aaron and his sons were to wash their hands and feet, at the laver, not in the laver, by drawing water 
from within it.  They drew the water out, rather than getting in, thus keeping the water in the laver pure.  
Cultist have drawn all sorts of wrong conclusions from the Word, but they cannot spoil a drop of the truth 
within the word.  The water of the Word remains 100% pure. The Word is pure, people are not.  People 
can draw Scriptures out, and twist them all around, but they can’t defile the source. 
 
 



The Anointing Oil and the Sweet Incense 
(Exodus 30:22-33) 

 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
Every Piece Points to Jesus  
Every piece of the tabernacle pictures and points to Jesus Christ; and has application for us.   
 
Recap Tabernacle 
To recap the Tabernacle (also called the Place of Meeting).  There was only one gate/way into the 
courtyard of the tabernacle, and we see the picture that Jesus is the Gate.  Immediately upon entry into 
the courtyard each person would be face-to-face with the bronze altar, the place of sacrifice, and the 
statement is made that without the shedding of innocent blood man cannot approach the Holy God.  
Beyond that would be the bronze laver, a place of washing for the High priest before entry into the service 
of the Lord, and how we need to be continually washed with the Word.  Then, the gate/way into the 
tabernacle itself, into the first of two rooms, the Holy place.  Once in, to the left would be the Golden 
Lampstand, Jesus the Light of the World and we His Light reflectors, to the right was the Table of 
Showbread, Jesus’ body broken for us, and 12 loaves on that table, yet all one body.  Then immediately 
in front of the next gate/way/door into the Holy of Holies was the Altar of Incense (which speaks of 
prayer).  Beyond that door/veil, into the Holy of Holies was the Ark of the Covenant, with the Mercy Seat 
above the ark, and inside the Ark was a jar of Manna, Aaron’s rod that had budded, and the 10 
Commandments.  It was there in the Holy of Holies that the Shekinah Glory of God rested. 
 
Anointing Oil – Speaks of Jesus / NT - OT 
This anointing oil, is Jesus Christ.  Christ means, “anointing”.  The Old Testament word for Christ is, 
Messiah, and it too means, anointing. 
 
(Matthew 1:1 KJV)  The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. 

• 5547. Christos, khris-tos'; from G5548; anointed, i.e. the Messiah, an epithet of Jesus:--Christ. 

• 5548. chrio, khree'-o; prob. akin to G5530 through the idea of contact; to smear or rub with oil, i.e. (by impl.) to consecrate 
to an office or religious service:--anoint. 

 
(Daniel 9:25 KJV)  Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem 
unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even 
in troublous times. 

• 4899. mashiyach, maw-shee'-akh; from H4886; anointed; usually a consecrated person (as a king, priest, or saint); spec. 
the Messiah:--anointed, Messiah. 

• 4886. mashach, maw-shakh'; a prim. root; to rub with oil, i.e. to anoint; by impl. to consecrate; also to paint:--anoint, paint. 

 
Pictures of Jesus / Holy Spirit 
So, again as all the other pieces of furniture and pieces of the priestly garments, as we look at these 
things, we will see they are pictures, shadows, of Jesus; and as we have seen, oil throughout the 
Scriptures are also a picture, a symbol of the Holy Spirit.  Se in this passage of Scripture tonight we see 
the mighty working of God. 

 
The Anointing Oil (30:22-33) 
(Exodus 30:22 NKJV)  Moreover the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 
(Exodus 30:23 NKJV)  "Also take for yourself quality spices; five hundred shekels of liquid myrrh, 
half as much sweet-smelling cinnamon (two hundred and fifty shekels), two hundred and fifty 
shekels of sweet-smelling cane, 
(Exodus 30:24 NKJV)  "five hundred shekels of cassia, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, 
and a hin of olive oil. 



(Exodus 30:25 NKJV)  "And you shall make from these a holy anointing oil, an ointment 
compounded according to the art of the perfumer. It shall be a holy anointing oil. 
 
Recipe of Anointing – Prophet, Priest, Kings / Jesus declares He is the Anointed One – Lk 4 
Here we see the recipe for the anointing oil which would be used throughout Israel’s history to anoint 3 
groups of people: prophets, priests, and kings.  Oil in the Scriptures is always emblematic of the Spirit, 
the anointing oil is a picture of the work of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus is the Anointed One, and He was 
anointed by the Holy Spirit, which we saw at His baptism.  Jesus would declare in Luke 4 (quoting Isaiah 
61), the Spirit of the Lord is upon Him, and has anointed Him: 
(Luke 4:17 KJV)  And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had opened the book, he found 
the place where it was written, 
(Luke 4:18 KJV)  The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent 
me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that 
are bruised, 
(Luke 4:19 KJV)  To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 
 
(Isaiah 61:1 NKJV)  "The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me, Because the LORD has anointed Me To preach good tidings to the 
poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives, And the opening of the prison to those who are 
bound; 
(Isaiah 61:2 NKJV)  To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, And the day of vengeance of our God; To comfort all who mourn, 
 

Jesus / Prophet, Priest, Kings 
Jesus was anointed as a prophet to us (Deuteronomy 18).  He was anointed as our Great High Priest 
(Hebrews 7:25), and as the King of kings and Lord of lords (Romans 14).  Jesus is the Anointed One: 
(Deuteronomy 18:15 NKJV)  "The LORD your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your midst, from your brethren. Him 
you shall hear, 
 
(Hebrews 7:25 NKJV)  Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He always 
lives to make intercession for them. 
(Hebrews 7:26 NKJV)  For such a High Priest was fitting for us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and has 
become higher than the heavens; 
 
(Romans 14:11 NKJV)  For it is written: "As I live, says the LORD, Every knee shall bow to Me, And every tongue shall confess to 
God." 

 
Sweet Spices / Jesus nothing but Sweet – Never Moody 
Jesus is anointed by these spices, and no wonder they are all such sweet spices, comprised of myrrh, 
cinnamon, and calamus, this oil was first of all sweet, because Jesus is nothing but sweet.  Jesus in 
never grouchy, testy, irritable, discouraged, depressed, He is never in a bad mood.  Jesus is the sweetest 
person you will ever encounter, day, after day, after day. 
 
Your Own Personal Sweetness 
Your own personal sweetness will be a good indicator of how much like Jesus you are.  There should be 
a sweetness about us.  People should enjoy that sweetness.  I challenge all of us tomorrow to start the 
day with this in the forefront of our minds, I plan this day to be like Jesus, regardless of how the day goes 
for me, I plan to be sweet everywhere I go, to everyone I encounter.  What do we smell like, what aroma 
do you emanate? 
 
(Exodus 30:26 NKJV)  "With it you shall anoint the tabernacle of meeting and the ark of the 
Testimony; 
(Exodus 30:27 NKJV)  "the table and all its utensils, the lampstand and its utensils, and the altar of 
incense; 
(Exodus 30:28 NKJV)  "the altar of burnt offering with all its utensils, and the laver and its base. 
(Exodus 30:29 NKJV)  "You shall consecrate them, that they may be most holy; whatever touches 
them must be holy. 
(Exodus 30:30 NKJV)  "And you shall anoint Aaron and his sons, and consecrate them, that they 
may minister to Me as priests. 
 
Everything Anointed  



Everything was to be anointed with this oil. The whole tabernacle tent, the utensils, the bronze laver, the 
altar, the table of showbread, the altar of incense, the ark of the covenant, Aaron and his sons, everything 
was to be anointed. So this sweet smelling oil mixture was on everything, thus the whole tabernacle had 
the sweet smell to it, of cinnamon and olive. 
 
Come into Tabernacle – Smell the Sweetness / Covered the Smell of Death 
When a person would come into the Tabernacle area, the smell of this sweet oil would be ever-present, 
all who entered in thereof would smell of it.  God covers the smell of sin and death, the shedding of blood, 
with a sweet aroma. we as believers do not smell the death, we smell the sweetness. 
 
Not Used Sparingly / Jesus Never Shows Himself to Us Sparingly 
Everything was anointed, this oil was not sprinkled, or used sparingly, for all these pieces in the 
Tabernacle are pictures of Christ, and Jesus never gives or shows Himself to us sparingly, but full poured 
out. 
 
Tabernacle – Place of Worship / Carry it into your Worship 
The Tabernacle was the place of worship to God.  The whole worship of God was to have a sweet smell 
to it.  May we, when we worship remember this passage and bring sweetness up before the Lord’s 
nostrils.   
 
How about You / How Sweet to the Lost / How Sweet before the Lord 
How about you, how sparingly, or how pouring out are you of this sweetness?  How sweet are you to the 
lost and dying, can they smell the aroma of life (2 Cor 2).  How about before the Lord?  Your life, your 
obedience, your service to Him, how sweet is it (Eph 5)?   
(2 Corinthians 2:15 NKJV)  For we are to God the fragrance of Christ among those who are being saved and among those who are 
perishing. 
(2 Corinthians 2:16 NKJV)  To the one we are the aroma of death leading to death, and to the other the aroma of life leading to life. 
And who is sufficient for these things? 
 
(Ephesians 5:1 NKJV)  Therefore be imitators of God as dear children. 
(Ephesians 5:2 NKJV)  And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for 
a sweet-smelling aroma. 

 
(Exodus 30:31 NKJV)  "And you shall speak to the children of Israel, saying: 'This shall be a holy 
anointing oil to Me throughout your generations. 
(Exodus 30:32 NKJV)  'It shall not be poured on man's flesh; nor shall you make any other like it, 
according to its composition. It is holy, and it shall be holy to you. 
(Exodus 30:33 NKJV)  'Whoever compounds any like it, or whoever puts any of it on an outsider, 
shall be cut off from his people.'" 
 
Never Copied / Reminds of 1 Thing - God 
It was never to be copied, never sold, never put on man. It was not to become common. when a person 
would smell that unique smell it would remind them of one thing only, the tabernacle of God.  Anyone 
trying to copy it would be killed. We see God protects our memories, and He protects that that smell 
would trigger one memory, God and His meeting place. 
 
Nothing Compares to Jesus / All others are Thieves 
The word spoken of here is that there is none that can compare to Jesus, and judgment would come 
upon those that tried to imitate and copy Him.  Jesus is the Way, all others are thieves and robbers (John 
10). 
(John 10:1 NKJV)  "Most assuredly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door, but climbs up some other way, 
the same is a thief and a robber. 

 
Buddha / Jesus died for His Kids 
A little side note, how many people say well Buddha was a pretty nice guy, I appreciate his teachings and 
principles, he is very much like Jesus in that he taught the way to “bliss”, to peace.  Really, let me tell you 
about Buddha’s way to bliss.  Before the tree, that place of enlightenment, where the spirit of god fell 
upon him, was the family.  Yes Buddha, had a family, and walked out on them.  He left his wife, he left his 



kids, he left his job, he left the diapers, he left the responsibilities of supporting them, and went off on his 
own.  How did a man with no job become so fat, by letting other people bring him food, tend to his needs.  
Great leader?  Today he would have a warrant for his arrest for abandoning his family.  Some will say he 
was wealthy, and left the wealth for them, therefore it wasn’t really bad at all.  Really, he left his son, let 
him become fatherless………he can not compare to Jesus, for Jesus never abandoned His kids, all the 
way to the cross. 
 
Mohammed  
Of course there is Mohammed, the great teacher, the one who desired to unite all the religions.  Well that 
was his first plan, but when all the other religions wouldn’t agree, he changed his tactics to force.  
Bloodshed by the thousands.  When he came to Mecca, the people there knew they couldn’t stand 
against him, so they made a peace treaty with him.  After some time, when they didn’t follow Islam as he 
had hoped they would, after the people had been lulled into a false sense of security, he came back and 
slaughtered the city.  The people said how can you do this, we thought we had a peace agreement.  
Mohammed replied, koresh, which he said was a new doctrine give to him by god, which stated that you 
could lie, make phony peace-pacts, whatever it took to further the cause of Islam.  Know that today, any 
peace-pact you see being brokered in Iraq, Iran, Israel with the Palestinians, it is all “Koresh”.  
Mohammed can’t compare to Jesus, for Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever (Heb 
13:8), and I am the Lord God, I change not (Malachi 3:6). 
 
Jesus Gladdest on Earth / Do you Want to be Happy / Notice He Loved Righteousness – Hated 
Wickedness 
Too many people have this image of Jesus of being all serious and distant.  Some mean and upset.  
Jesus was and is the happiest, the gladdest One in all the Universe.  No wonder when He walked the 
earth the sinners and tax collectors were drawn to Him, were comfortable around Him, because there was 
a joy that surrounded Him and emanated from Him.  Do you want to be happy, get anointed, let His 
anointed run over on to you.  Invite Him over to you party, and you will experience gladness.  Notice, His 
gladness came because He loved righteousness, and hated wickedness.  The formula is the same for us 
today:  
(Psalms 45:7 NKJV)  You love righteousness and hate wickedness; Therefore God, Your God, has anointed You With the oil of 
gladness more than Your companions. 
 
(Hebrews 1:9 NKJV)  You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness; Therefore God, Your God, has anointed You With the 
oil of gladness more than Your companions." 

 
(Matthew 11:19 NKJV)  "The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 'Look, a glutton and a winebibber, a friend of tax 
collectors and sinners!' But wisdom is justified by her children." 

 
What Anointing For – Power over Sin / Zech 4:6 
Back to Luke 4, this anointing was not just to give deliver us from the penalty of sin, but also the power 
over sin.  This anointing is for life today.  We need not struggle in our own useless power and strength, 
but we can apply this anointing oil, the Holy Spirit working in our life, and have victory over sin today, not 
by might, nor by power, but by your Spirit………… 
(Luke 4:17 KJV)  And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had opened the book, he found 
the place where it was written, 
(Luke 4:18 KJV)  The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me 
to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are 
bruised, 
(Luke 4:19 KJV)  To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 

 
(Zechariah 4:6 NKJV)  So he answered and said to me: “This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might nor by power,  
but by My Spirit,’ Says the LORD of hosts. 

 
Anointing for Service 
Reminder, Aaron and sons are being consecrated for service into ministry, and so too for us 
(Zechariah 4:6 NKJV)  So he answered and said to me: “This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might nor by power, 
but by My Spirit,’ Says the LORD of hosts. 

 
Another Amazing Passage of Scripture / Spirit not given Sparingly / How much do You Want 



So here we see another amazing passage of Scripture, pictures of the work of Jesus and the Holy Spirit.  
Pictures that make us say, wow, what an awesome God; and not just pictures, but promises of God, that 
He would not sparingly give His Holy Spirit, but pour it out upon us, that we would have all of Jesus Christ 
we want…………..but not one drop more.  How much of Jesus do you want.  Take some time tonight, get 
up early tomorrow, and say Lord I want more, I feel all I have been using is just a dab, Lord pour it out 
upon me, immerse me anew, brings the sweetness into my life, supply the power to my life for every area 
of life, do these things Lord so I may be a sweet-aroma to those around me, but more so Lord so that I 
might be a sweet-aroma before you, Amen! 
 
 
 



The Sweet Incense (30:34-38) 
 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
Every Piece Points to Jesus / Incense speaks of Prayer 
Every piece of the tabernacle pictures and points to Jesus Christ; and has application for us as this 
passage does that speaks of the incense that was burned upon the Altar of Incense.  We have studied 
and saw that incense as used through the Scriptures speaks of prayer.   
 
Recap Tabernacle 
To recap the Tabernacle (also called the Place of Meeting).  There was only one gate/way into the 
courtyard of the tabernacle, and we see the picture that Jesus is the Gate.  Immediately upon entry into 
the courtyard each person would be face-to-face with the bronze altar, the place of sacrifice, and the 
statement is made that without the shedding of innocent blood man cannot approach the Holy God.  
Beyond that would be the bronze laver, a place of washing for the High priest before entry into the service 
of the Lord, and how we need to be continually washed with the Word.  Then, the gate/way into the 
tabernacle itself, into the first of two rooms, the Holy place.  Once in, to the left would be the Golden 
Lampstand, Jesus the Light of the World and we His Light reflectors, to the right was the Table of 
Showbread, Jesus’ body broken for us, and 12 loaves on that table, yet all one body.  Then immediately 
in front of the next gate/way/door into the Holy of Holies was the Altar of Incense (which speaks of 
prayer).  Beyond that door/veil, into the Holy of Holies was the Ark of the Covenant, with the Mercy Seat 
above the ark, and inside the Ark was a jar of Manna, Aaron’s rod that had budded, and the 10 
Commandments.  It was there in the Holy of Holies that the Shekinah Glory of God rested. 
 
Closest Piece to the Holy of Holies 
In our passage of Scripture today we will look at the incense (made according to the ark of perfume 
making) that would be burned upon the “Altar of Incense”.  The Altar of Incense remind you, was the 
closest piece of furniture to the Holy of Holies, it was the closest that a priest could daily get to God, for 
only once a year on the Day of Atonement would the High Priest enter into the Holy of Holies.  This Altar 
of Incense as we have studied in the past is a picture of prayer. 
 
Incense Burnt and Produced a Sweet Smell 
So this sweet perfume smelling incense would be burned there upon the Altar of Incense producing this 
sweet smell there in the tabernacle, and there before the Lord. 
 
Today Perfume – Billion Dollar Industry / The Personal Choice / Hollywood 
Today, perfume is a billion dollar industry world-wide.  Perfume becomes part of a person’s identity.  
Many people have a preferred perfume, their fragrance.  For others, their fragrance speaks of 
themselves: the type of fragrance, the type of person. I personally like a fresh smelling cologne, like I just 
got out of the shower, it makes me feel fresh and clean and I like to smell that of me.  A scent can reflect 
our personality, can become our signature.  Someone else’s perfume reminds of another even when 
someone else wears it.  It can be a signal, in that a person wants us to think of them when we smell that 
scent in a room, on a piece of clothing, a pillow.  It is (should be at least) a pleasantry; to add fragrance to 
what would otherwise be the smell of the everyday air. 
 
We can Relate / Commercials 
I think we can all kinda relate to our perfume or cologne is some ways.  Now, have you ever watched 
some commercials on perfume and cologne, they really try to sell that identification.  Wear this certain 
cologne, and all the women will be swarming you.  Wear this other type of cologne and you will be more 
masculine.  Want to be bold?  Then wear “Bold”, it is a very bold fragrance, and for 5 dollars a gallon, 
they can smell you coming from 3 rooms away.  You ladies, oh Hollywood works overtime for you.   



Here is an excerpt out of a magazine and what it says about the Hollywood spice. 
Shape Magazine – Oct 2003 
Star-studded scents: Tinseltown's brightest stars have created fragrances to suit their personalities; we help you choose the right 
one for you - Fit Hollywood 
Shape,  Oct, 2003  by Rebecca Sample Gerstrung 
 
These days, it seems that everyone in Hollywood wants to leave not only their mark on the world, but their scent too--as more and 
more celebrities are creating their own fragrances or, at the least, actively endorsing them. "Fragrance makes statement about 
who you are or who you want to be," explains scent expert Marian Bendeth, owner of the consulting firm Sixth Scents in 
Toronto. And in our obsession for anything Hollywood, it's a way of capturing a little piece of the celebs' star power. "We may never 
meet them, we may never be able to afford their clothes, but we can experience something that expresses them," adds Annette 
Green, president emeritus of The Fragrance Foundation in New York City. So no matter what aspect of your personality you want to 
express most, there's a fragrance with a celebrity face on it to suit you. 
 
You are/want to be ... 
 
1. ultrafeminine 
The star scent for you: Celine Dion Parfums ($32 for 1.7 ounces; 866-9CELINE) Celine Dion's first foray into scent is a floral 
fragrance heady with notes of waterlilies, orange blossoms and tiare flowers (an exotic floral). "There are not only notes in the music 
business, but there are notes in the fragrance world too," Dion says. "For more than 22 years I've been not only sharing my music, 
but I've been sharing my life. I'm so proud to have a new passion that I can share with my fans." The bottle comes with a (faux) five-
yen coin--Dion's lucky charm. She found the coin in Japan when she was 12 years old, just before she won the World Music 
Awards. 
 
2. romantic & nostalgic 
The star scent for you: Elizabeth Taylor Gardenia ($32 for 1 ounce; at department stores) Elizabeth Taylor has launched seven 
successful scents, but her newest, Gardenia, a lush white floral, is her most personal to date. It's inspired by the heady scent of--you 
guessed it--gardenias, which Taylor grows in the garden of her Bel Air, Calif., home. "Gardenias are the most sensual and feminine 
of flowers," she says. "They make me feel warm and luxurious, like something wonderful is about to happen." 
 
3. adventurous & free-spirited 
The star scent for you: Mariel by [H.sub.2]O PLUS Eau de Parfum Natural Spray ($46 for 4 ounces; h20plus.com) Developed for 
Mariel Hemingway in 1992, this popular scent is an energizing mix of grapefruit, mandarin, freesia and rose. "Mariel is clean, fresh, 
not overpowering," Hemingway says. "There's a simplicity and a clarity to this fragrance, representative of my lifestyle--a mountain 
girl, active, all-American, healthy and confident." 
 
4. classic & sophisticated 
The star scent for you: Givenchy L'Interdit ($55 for 1.7 ounces; sephora.com) L'Interdit (French for "forbidden") contains bergamot, 
lily of the valley, jasmine and vetiver--richly classic notes inspired by Audrey Hepburn, for whom the fragrance was created by 
Hubert de Givenchy. She alone wore the scent until 1957, when, with her permission, Givenchy introduced the fragrance to the 
public. 
 
5. sexy with an attitude 
The star scent for you: Glow by J.Lo ($38 for 1.7 ounces; drugstore.com) "Fresh, sexy, clean. That sums up the fragrance, and it 
describes what I want for myself," says Jennifer Lopez of this fragrance (that's currently No. 1 worldwide). The notes include neroli, 
jasmine, vanilla and musk, which all evoke sensuality. There's also Lopez's newest scent, Still Jennifer Lopez ($49 for 1.7 ounces; 
at department stores), an opulent mix of sake, freesia, orange blossom, amber and sandalwood.  
 
7 Star Picks 
When asked what she wore to bed, Marilyn Monroe said, "Chanel No. 5." Thus started our obsession with the scents celebrities 
choose. "Every fragrance has its own personality and attracts a certain type of person," says Marian Bendeth, fragrance expert and 
owner of the consulting firm Sixth Scents in Toronto. The celebs' names may not be on the bottles, but their choice of scent gives us 
a sneak peek into who they are. 
 
Kate Hudson 
The scent: Angel Eau de Parfum ($95 for 1.7 ounces; nordstrom.com) This scent is classified as an "oriental gourmand" because it 
includes no floral notes and smells intoxicatingly like caramel. "Women who wear it are spiritual and very in touch with their senses," 
Bendeth says. 
 
Liv Tyler 
The scent: Very Irresistible ($63 for 2.5 ounces; sephora.com) If you like roses, this is the scent for you. There are five different 
varieties in this vibrant floral (along with a touch of star anise and verbena), inspired by the spirit and sensuality of Tyler. 
 
Sandra Bullock 
The scent: Annick Goutal Eau du Ciel eau de toilette ($65 for 1.7 ounces; at Saks Fifth Avenue) Eau du Ciel, French for "water of 
the sky," was created by perfumer Goutal to evoke memories of a summer day after a rain. The violet, iris, rosewood and linden-tea 
notes are delicate and ethereal. 
 
Penelope Cruz 



The scent: Ralph Lauren Glamourous Daylight Eau de Toilette ($55 for 3.4 ounces; polo.com) As the face of this fragrance, Cruz 
describes it as an "antiglamour glamour scent," one that can be worn with jeans. The scent includes plumeria, Casablanca lily, Siam 
wood and musk. 
 
Drew Barrymore 
The scent: Apothia.if ($58 for 0.33 ounces; apothia.com) Barrymore, along with women from all over the United States, helped 
develop this fragrance by testing samples and logging their opinions via the Internet. The end result: an intriguing mix of citrus, white 
flowers and musk. 
 
Jennifer Garner 
The scent: Creative Scentualization Perfect Veil Eau de Perfume ($60 for 1 ounce; creativescent.com) Garner loves to wear this 
sexy, musky vanilla scent, spiked with hints of sandalwood and citrus. "This scent is sheer and sexy, yet understated," says creator 
Sarah Horowitz-Thran of Creative Scentualization in Malibu, Calif. 
 
Madonna 
The scent: Creed Fleurissimo ($138 for 2.5 ounces; 877CREEDNY) Prince Rainer of Monaco commissioned The House of Creed to 
create this scent in 1956 for his bride, Grace Kelly, to match her wedding bouquet. The floral notes include tuberose, rose, violet and 
iris. 

 
Hollywood not Originator / God made a Scent for Us 
Madison Avenue and Hollywood are not the originators of linking a smell to a nature or relating it to a 
person.  God did it for His people back in the Tabernacle.  A scent that will remind people of Him, a scent 
that identifies a person with Him.  This scent is one of a kind, never to be duplicated, and a scent that is 
pleasing to Him. 
 

The Incense (30:34-38) 
(Exodus 30:34 NKJV)  And the LORD said to Moses: "Take sweet spices, stacte and onycha and 
galbanum, and pure frankincense with these sweet spices; there shall be equal amounts of each. 
(Exodus 30:35 NKJV)  "You shall make of these an incense, a compound according to the art of 
the perfumer, salted, pure, and holy. 
(Exodus 30:36 NKJV)  "And you shall beat some of it very fine, and put some of it before the 
Testimony in the tabernacle of meeting where I will meet with you. It shall be most holy to you. 
(Exodus 30:37 NKJV)  "But as for the incense which you shall make, you shall not make any for 
yourselves, according to its composition. It shall be to you holy for the LORD. 
(Exodus 30:38 NKJV)  "Whoever makes any like it, to smell it, he shall be cut off from his people." 
 
Picture of Jesus 
Everything in the Tabernacle is a picture of Jesus, and we can see 6 things here that speak of Him quite 
clearly: 
 
It was to be beaten (Jesus was beaten): 
(Exodus 30:36 NKJV)  "And you shall beat some of it very fine, and put some of it before the 
Testimony in the tabernacle of meeting where I will meet with you. It shall be most holy to you. 
 
It was one of a kind (for there is none like Him): 
(Exodus 30:37 NKJV)  "But as for the incense which you shall make, you shall not make any for 
yourselves, according to its composition. It shall be to you holy for the LORD. 
 
It was never to be copied (woe to the cults, the antichrists, and the false prohets): 
(Exodus 30:38 NKJV)  "Whoever makes any like it, to smell it, he shall be cut off from his people." 
 
And notice 3 things that Jesus is: 
 
He is Sweet: 
(Exodus 30:34 NKJV)  And the LORD said to Moses: "Take sweet spices, stacte and onycha and 
galbanum, and pure frankincense with these sweet spices; there shall be equal amounts of each. 
 
He is Salted (Jesus, pure love but His words will tell man the truth, even if it hurts.  And, hear Him speak, 
and we thirst to hear and know more of Him): 



(Exodus 30:35 NKJV)  "You shall make of these an incense, a compound according to the art of 
the perfumer, salted, pure, and holy. 
 
He is Pure and Holy 
(Exodus 30:35 NKJV)  "You shall make of these an incense, a compound according to the art of 
the perfumer, salted, pure, and holy. 
 
This Fragrance Delights the Father 
The fragrance of Jesus delights the Father.  The Father is well-pleased with Jesus: 
(Matthew 17:5 NKJV)  While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and suddenly a voice came out of 
the cloud, saying, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear Him!" 

 
Jesus & Father have a Relationship / Morning Devotions 
How this ties into prayer is that prayer is conversation between 2 people.  God and His children.  Jesus 
and the Father had a living relationship, they continually had conversation between the 2 of them.  Jesus 
said that all He spoke, He heard from the Father.  Jesus would seek out those times of conversation, 
even when He was here on earth, the busiest man on earth, He made time to have conversation with His 
Father in Heaven: 
(John 8:26 NKJV)  "I have many things to say and to judge concerning you, but He who sent Me is true; and I speak to the world 
those things which I heard from Him." 
 
(Mark 1:35 NKJV)  Now in the morning, having risen a long while before daylight, He went out and departed to a solitary place; and 
there He prayed. 

 
Application / Tabernacle Filled with Smoke – All over the Clothing / Everywhere Went - Smelled 
Application for us? This sweet-smelling incense is a picture of Jesus we know.  Now think it all the way 
through, think of coming to the Tabernacle.  The incense would be burning, the smell would fill the 
Tabernacle.  The smoke would fill the Tabernacle, and that scent would then cling to the clothing, the 
hair, and the skin of all that would enter that place.  This scent was one of a kind, never to be duplicated, 
all who would smell it, would be reminded of one thing, the smell of God and His Tabernacle.  Wherever 
that person would go, people would know he was at the Tabernacle, he had met with God. 
 
Prayer is the Releasing of the Scent of Jesus 
So too it is for us, for the incense is Jesus and prayer, and what prayer does in the believers life is 
releases the scent, the essence of Jesus Christ in our lives.  His essence clings to our very being, all that 
we are, and enough time in the tabernacle, the smell would be all over us. 
 
We Take on His Nature / Fragrance Delights the Father 
As we take on His likeness, then we will find ourselves taking on His nature.  We take on those 3 things 
we saw that Jesus is, Sweet, salted, and Holy.  All 3 a fragrance I mind you, that delights the Father.   
(2 Corinthians 2:14 NKJV)  Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and through us diffuses the fragrance of 
His knowledge in every place. 
(2 Corinthians 2:15 NKJV)  For we are to God the fragrance of Christ among those who are being saved and among those who are 
perishing. 
 
(Ephesians 5:2 NKJV)  And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for 
a sweet-smelling aroma. 
 

Hollywood Identifies / We Identify with Jesus – Sweet, Salted, Pure and Holy 
To us and those around us, a personal identifier with Jesus.  We associate not with J Lo, or Elizabeth 
Taylor, but Jesus Christ.  The world says I want to sexy with an attitude, free-spirited and adventurous; 
we want to identify with Him, Sweet, Salted, Pure and Holy: 
 

It is Sweet 
(Exodus 30:34 NKJV)  And the LORD said to Moses: "Take sweet spices, stacte and onycha and 
galbanum, and pure frankincense with these sweet spices; there shall be equal amounts of each. 
 
 
 



No Spices were Local / Romans 7 
All of these spices have a sweet smell to them.  None of these spices were local spices, all of them had to 
be imported from some distance away, outside the county.  Paul would say of himself and us, in me there 
dwells no good thing (aka – we stink).  If we are going to be sweet, we have to go out and import our 
sweetness.   
(Romans 7:18 NKJV)  For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is present with me, but how to 
perform what is good I do not find. 

 
Need to Import Fruit of Spirit 
So we need to import the Fruit of the Spirit in contrast to the works of the flesh: 
(Galatians 5:19 NKJV)  Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 
(Galatians 5:20 NKJV)  idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 
(Galatians 5:21 NKJV)  envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in 
time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
(Galatians 5:22 NKJV)  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
(Galatians 5:23 NKJV)  gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 

 
Sweet - Secondly 
The fragrance that delights the Father is sweet, and secondly it is salted: 
 

It was Salted 
(Exodus 30:35 NKJV)  "You shall make of these an incense, a compound according to the art of 
the perfumer, salted, pure, and holy. 
 
Seasoned with Salt / Grace – Unmerited Favor 
The spices were to be salted.  Colossians 4:6 says that our speech should be seasoned with salt.  That 
salt is grace, which is “merited unearned favor”, to whomever we are talking to.  This is how we are to 
answer every man, with grace.  I may not know the answer to every question, but I do know “how” to 
answer.  Every answer, even those challenges, those attacks, we answer them with grace.  That type of 
answer is sweet before the Lord, and aroma that is pleasing to Him. 
(Colossians 4:6 NKJV)  Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer 
each one. 

 
Sweet – Salted / Thirdly  
The fragrance that delights the Father is sweet, it is salted, and thirdly it is: 
 

It was Pure and Holy 
 
All 3 or Nothing – Must be Mixed to be Sweet Smelling 
We can be sweet and gracious, but apart from holiness, it still stinks before the Lord.  These 3 are all 
mixed together.  We can not be a people who are gracious, yet at the same time are living unholy lives.  
Sometimes that is why some people all they talk about and show is grace, because they know the unholy 
life they are living.  Nor can we be living a holy life, yet showing no grace (self-righteous Pharisees).  All 
three of these are to go together to be a sweet smell before the Lord. 
 
Continual Prayer / Tabernacle – Presence / The Scent and Fragrance grows Stronger 
Hence why we must continually prayer, so that we absorb the essence of Christ, that He emanates from 
us, as we spend time in the tabernacle, in His presence.  As we do, these things will grow stronger and 
stronger in the scent and fragrance of our lives.  People will know that we have been spending time at the 
and in the Temple. 
(Luke 18:1 NKJV)  Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to pray and not lose heart, 

 
 



Praying the Tabernacle 
(Exodus 25-30) 

 
xxxxxx 
Well we have had a wonderful look at the Tabernacle and the Priesthood that God had established for His 
children, the Nation of Israel.  The Tabernacle (also called the Place of Meeting), was where God met 
with His people, it was there in the Holy of Holies that the Shekinah Glory of God rested. As we have 
studied, every piece, every detail was and is a picture, an illustration of Jesus Christ.  Each piece we 
studied had certain and specific application for us as followers of Him.  Each study we took the time to 
recap the pieces of the Tabernacle, to revisit them in our memories, so that we would have the 
Tabernacle locked into our minds, so that we might apply it in this wonderful way tonight, and that is to 
“pray the Tabernacle”.  Each piece had a spiritual truth and application to it, and therefore it makes for a 
wonderful spiritual prayer, for anytime you pray the “Word” you can be sure that His word will not return 
void.   
(Isaiah 55:11 NKJV)  So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; It shall not return to Me void, But it shall accomplish what I 
please, And it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it. 

 
xxxxxx 
And, if you are anything like me, sometimes I have a very hard time staying focused on prayer, as my 
mind wanders, my zeal wanes; I have found that praying the Tabernacle keeps me focused, and keeps 
my prayers direct.  So in this study we will “Pray the Tabernacle”. 
 

Pray the Tabernacle Outline 
~The Gate/Way into the Tabernacle 
 ~The Courtyard 

~The Bronze Altar 
~The Bronze Laver 

~The Gate/Way into the Holy Place 
~The Golden Lampstand 
~The Table of Showbread 
~The Altar of Incense 

~The Veil/Way into the Holy of Holies 
~The Ark of the Covenant 

       ~The Jar of Manna 
       ~Aaron’s Rod that Budded 
       ~The 10 Commandments 

~The Shekinah Glory of God 
 
 
~The Gate/Way into the Tabernacle 
There was only one gate/way into the courtyard of the tabernacle, and we see the picture that Jesus is 
the Gate.   
 
~The Courtyard 
 
 
~The Bronze Altar 
Immediately upon entry into the courtyard each person would be face-to-face with the bronze altar, the 
place of sacrifice, and the statement is made that without the shedding of innocent blood man cannot 
approach the Holy God.   
 
~The Bronze Laver 



Beyond that would be the bronze laver, a place of washing for the High priest before entry into the service 
of the Lord, and how we need to be continually washed with the Word.   
(Ephesians 5:25 NKJV)  Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 
(Ephesians 5:26 NKJV)  that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 
 
(John 15:3 NKJV)  "You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. 
 
 (Psalms 119:9 NKJV)  How can a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed according to Your word. 

 
 
~The Gate/Way into the Holy Place 
Then, the gate/way into the tabernacle itself, into the first of two rooms, the Holy place.   
(John 10:9 NKJV)  “I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture. 

 
~The Golden Lampstand 
Once in, to the left would be the Golden Lampstand, Jesus the Light of the World and we His Light 
reflectors 
(John 8:12 NKJV)  Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, "I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in 
darkness, but have the light of life." 

 
~The Table of Showbread 
To the right was the Table of Showbread, Jesus’ body broken for us, and 12 loaves on that table, yet all 
one body.   
 
~The Altar of Incense 
Then immediately in front of the next gate/way/door into the Holy of Holies was the Altar of Incense 
(which speaks of prayer).   
(Revelation 8:3 NKJV)  Then another angel, having a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given much incense, that 
he should offer it with the prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne. 
(Revelation 8:4 NKJV)  And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, ascended before God from the angel's hand. 
 
(Psalms 141:2 NKJV)  Let my prayer be set before You as incense, The lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 

 
~The Veil/Way into the Holy of Holies 
 
~The Ark of the Covenant 
Beyond that door/veil, into the Holy of Holies was the Ark of the Covenant, with the Mercy Seat above the 
ark, and inside the Ark was a jar of Manna, Aaron’s rod that had budded, and the 10 Commandments.   
 
~The Jar of Manna 
 
 
~Aaron’s Rod that Budded 
 
 
~The 10 Commandments 
 
 
~The Shekinah Glory of God 
It was there in the Holy of Holies that the Shekinah Glory of God rested. 
 
 



Working Unto the Lord 
Exodus 31 

 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
(Exodus 31:1 NKJV)  Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 
(Exodus 31:2 NKJV)  "See, I have called by name Bezalel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe 
of Judah. 
(Exodus 31:3 NKJV)  "And I have filled him with the Spirit of God, in wisdom, in understanding, in 
knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship, 
(Exodus 31:4 NKJV)  "to design artistic works, to work in gold, in silver, in bronze, 
(Exodus 31:5 NKJV)  "in cutting jewels for setting, in carving wood, and to work in all manner of 
workmanship. 
 
Chp 30 –Anointing for Priestly / Chp31 – Anointing for Practical / Bezalel – Foreman  
In chapter 30, we saw the anointing oil for the priestly ministry; here in chapter 31 we move from priestly 
ministry to practical ministry.  We see the anointing, the gifting of the Holy Spirit upon Bezalel in order that 
he might accomplish practical work in the tabernacle.  As “foreman” of the project, Bezalel was to oversee 
the actual construction of the tabernacle and its furnishing, as well as the making of the priestly garments 
the priest would wear. 
 
Practical – Every bit as Important / Ask God to Anoint your Abilities  
I love this because the anointing for practical ministry is every bit as necessary as the anointing for the 
priestly ministry.  What gifts, ability has God given you?  Ask God to anoint them and He will use you just 
as surely as He used Bezalel. 
 
Finding Ministry not Hard 
Finding ministry really isn’t that hard, just take the gifts and talents you now have, ask God to anoint 
them, and use them in your church and community for His glory. 
 
Ask for Anointing at Work / Be Prosperous & Productive / Make them More than they Pay Me 
It is also important to note that asking for the anointing upon our work shouldn’t be limited to ministry only.  
We should ask the Lord to anoint our professions also.   We should all pray to be spirit-filled in what we 
do for a living so that we might bring God glory, and also to be prosperous at what we do.  I personally 
ask the Lord for His anointing at work so I can be prosperous and productive.  I ask to be efficient so I can 
get home on time to see my family.  If you find yourself continually having to work late because of this 
problem or that problem, ask the Lord to anoint your work so you can be more productive and spend less 
time there.  One other thing I personally seek every year, is that I would make the company more money 
than they pay me, that I will be a great deal for them; God has honored that many times.  One time while 
working at the Space Center, we had made a major modification to the Launch Pad, and we were 
erecting the rocket for the first time since the major modifications, and the Lord gave me the eyes to a 
protrusion that was just about ready to pierce our 100 million dollar rocket and delay our 150 million dollar 
mission.  I didn’t get an award (nobody want to elevate the oversight), I didn’t get a slap on the back, but I 
did get my request answered, I earned the company more than they paid me.  Today, at work I along with 
my daily job, help mentor new hires.  By investing time in them, several of them a year, they become 
productive to the company sooner, and bring a return on the companies investment much sooner.  I can’t 
quantify how much that is, but I think it is in the ball park of my yearly salary. 
 
 
 



Why – Bezalel – Shadow of God / Col 3:23-24 
Why?, because Bezalel!  Besale means “in the shadow of God”. ANY work we are to do is to be to in the 
shadow of God.  We work unto the Lord, we work to bring Him glory.  There are many times I know I can 
skate, say I am busy and can’t do this or that, but this verse always come back to me, who do you work 
for, man or God. 
(Colossians 3:23 NKJV)  And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, 
(Colossians 3:24 NKJV)  knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Chr ist. 

 
Who do you Sweep For 
I am reminded of the story that Mike Rozelle told of a Christian man he had met.  The man was visiting a 
large corporation.  The manager said I'd like you to meet our employee of the year, five years running.  As 
they walked the man envisioned he was going to meet the Vice President, or maybe the lead research 
and design engineer, or maybe their computer expert.  As they entered the room, there he was, a man, 
mentally and physically handicapped, sweeping the floor.  He tried not to act surprised, and greeted him.  
He said so you're the employee of the year.  The man answered (somewhat unclear speech due to his 
handicap) yes I am, I sweep the floor around.  I sweep from the top to bottom, I sweep in the corners, I 
sweep under the tables, I sweep everywhere.  Then he said you know why I sweep so well?  The man 
answered "No"  He said, "because I sweep for Jesus, then he paused, and he said, "who do you sweep 
for."  The man left there never to be the same.   
 
Brethren, the question is, whom do you sweep for? 
 
(Exodus 31:6 NKJV)  "And I, indeed I, have appointed with him Aholiab the son of Ahisamach, of 
the tribe of Dan; and I have put wisdom in the hearts of all who are gifted artisans, that they may 
make all that I have commanded you: 
(Exodus 31:7 NKJV)  "the tabernacle of meeting, the ark of the Testimony and the mercy seat that 
is on it, and all the furniture of the tabernacle; 
(Exodus 31:8 NKJV)  "the table and its utensils, the pure gold lampstand with all its utensils, the 
altar of incense, 
(Exodus 31:9 NKJV)  "the altar of burnt offering with all its utensils, and the laver and its base; 
(Exodus 31:10 NKJV)  "the garments of ministry, the holy garments for Aaron the priest and the 
garments of his sons, to minister as priests, 
(Exodus 31:11 NKJV)  "and the anointing oil and sweet incense for the holy place. According to all 
that I have commanded you they shall do." 
 
God Empowered Carpenters-Tailors-Perfumers / To be Assistants to Bezalel / Aholiab  
God empowered, energized, anointed carpenters, tailors, perfumers to do this work.  Bezalel was the 
foreman, and here we read that Aholiab was one of the assistants who served at his side. 
 
Aholiab – Father of the Tent 
Aholiab means, “Father of the Tent”. Amazing he was giving this name as a child and later as a man 
would be the builder of the Tabernacle. Nothing by chance in this Book 
 
Hardest Position to Fill / Human Tendency – Mediocre  
When asked what was the hardest position in an orchestra to fill, a famous conductor said, “second 
violin”.  “I can find all kinds of people who want to play first violin, but it is hard to find someone who wants 
to be excellent at second violin, who wants to play harmony.”  Human tendency is to want to be mediocre 
at first violin, rather than excellent at second violin.   
 
God makes Example for Human History – 2nd Fiddles 
Not so with Aholiab, he was second violin, and God here gives and example for all of human history to 
take note on, and that is that God uniquely and powerfully uses “second fiddles” for His glory. 
 
Excel at #2 
If God puts you in a number one spot, He will give you the grace and ability to handle it.  But if you are in 
a number two spot, rejoice in that and excel there.  Whether on the job, or in the ministry.  There is a 



saying, I am working for my next job, or I am dressing for my next job, and that sounds great in those 
“how to get to the top” books, but I disagree with that philosophy.  I disagree because of Colossians 3:23-
24, and because a person needs to be concerned about one thing, and one thing only, today’s job, 
today’s assignment from their employer.  I have another personally employment goal, and that is that 
whatever job I have, that I will work at becoming the best (or one of the best) that my employer has.  I am 
not thinking about my next job, only be the best at my current job.  And, do you know what, be the best at 
your current job today, and tomorrows job will take care of it’s self.   
 
(Exodus 31:12 NKJV)  And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 
(Exodus 31:13 NKJV)  "Speak also to the children of Israel, saying: 'Surely My Sabbaths you shall 
keep, for it is a sign between Me and you throughout your generations, that you may know that I 
am the LORD who sanctifies you. 
(Exodus 31:14 NKJV)  'You shall keep the Sabbath, therefore, for it is holy to you. Everyone who 
profanes it shall surely be put to death; for whoever does any work on it, that person shall be cut 
off from among his people. 
(Exodus 31:15 NKJV)  'Work shall be done for six days, but the seventh is the Sabbath of rest, 
holy to the LORD. Whoever does any work on the Sabbath day, he shall surely be put to death. 
(Exodus 31:16 NKJV)  'Therefore the children of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, to observe the 
Sabbath throughout their generations as a perpetual covenant. 
(Exodus 31:17 NKJV)  'It is a sign between Me and the children of Israel forever; for in six days the 
LORD made the heavens and the earth, and on the seventh day He rested and was refreshed.'" 
 
God Reiterates the Sabbath 
God here, after assigning the team that was to do the work in constructing the tabernacle, the furniture, 
the priestly garments, the perfume, now reiterates the Sabbath day command, resting on the 7 th day.  It 
seems out of place initially, but you can be sure it is here by divine design.  He did this because there is a 
tendency in our lives in times of construction, of building, to say alrighty we have our plan, we have the 
team, now lets get busy and get this project done.  The Lord say wait a minute, lets not the time of 
construction become a time of distraction, where you get so busy you forget to rest in Me, to worship Me, 
and to spend time with Me.   
 
A Real Challenge / Wisdom – Understanding - Knowledge 
This, can be a real challenge for me to balance, because I want to work unto the Lord, I want to make my 
employer profit, I want to be one of the best they have, but I can’t do any of those things if I am not in a 
place of continual communion and communication with the Lord.  Bezalel was given 3 things from the 
Lord, wisdom, understanding, knowledge.  I have found those things can only be found in one place, In 
His presence.  I find, that I lack those things when I am tired, burned-out, and worn-down.  But give me 
rest, a morning with Him, and those things are flowing much more freely in my life. 
(Exodus 31:3 NKJV)  "And I have filled him with the Spirit of God, in wisdom, in understanding, in knowledge, and in all manner of 
workmanship, 

 
Sabbath Sign between God & Israel 
Important to note that the Sabbath was a signs between God and Israel. It is not a sign between God and 
the Church as certain groups try to apply today.  If a person wants to keep the Sabbath because of 
personal conviction, that is between them and God.  But they are wrong to say it is a requirement for all 
Christians, and that those who do not keep it are doomed to hell for they are taking the mark of the beast.  
Colossians 2 says let no man judge in regards to new moons or Sabbaths: 
Col 2:16 - 18 (NKJV) 16So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a new moon or sabbaths,  17which are a 
shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ.  18Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking delight in false humility and 
worship of angels, intruding into those things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind,  

 
(Exodus 31:18 NKJV)  And when He had made an end of speaking with him on Mount Sinai, He 
gave Moses two tablets of the Testimony, tablets of stone, written with the finger of God. 
 
The Finger on the Very Thing Needed / 10 Commandments (Savior – Lead the People) / The 
Magicians / Woman in Adultery 



Here Moses is given the 10 Commandments written by the finger of God.  We saw the finger of God 
when the Lord was dealing with Pharaoh.  God writes the 10 Commandments with His finger, He puts His 
finger on that stone, and writes the Law.  God puts His finger on the very thing we need for that moment.  
Moses needed the Law as much as anyone else, to see His need for a Savior and how short he falls to 
meet God’s standard.  God put His finger on these tablets for this is just what Moses will need to led 
these stiff-necked people, a guide, a standard to live to.  When Moses needed help with Pharaoh, God 
put His finger on the very thing Moses needed, that people would see these plagues were sent by the 
very hand of God.  God will do that in out lives if we will allow Him.  He will put His finger on the very thing 
we need for that moment in time.  Are you in need of hearing a word of acceptance from your Lord, He 
will do for you as He did for that woman caught in adultery, as He wrote in the dirt with His finger, and 
dropped their rocks and walked away (John 8:6).  Do you need a healing touch, may He do to you as He 
did for Peter’s mother-in-law (matt 8;14).  Do you need to see something of Him, may He do to you as He 
did for the blind (Matt 9:29), do you need to hear a word from Him, may He do to you as He did to the 
deaf and mute man (Mark 7:33).  The Lord is so wonderfully in love with us, that whatever it is that we 
need at that moment, He will put His very finger on it to meet our need. 
(Exodus 8:19 NKJV)  Then the magicians said to Pharaoh, “This is the finger of God.” But Pharaoh’s heart grew hard, and he did not 
heed them, just as the LORD had said. 

 
John 8:7 - 11 (NKJV) 7So when they continued asking Him, He raised Himself up and said to them, “He who is without sin among 
you, let him throw a stone at her first.”  8And again He stooped down and wrote on the ground.  9Then those who heard it, 
beingconvicted by their conscience, went out one by one, beginning with the oldest even to the last. And Jesus was left alone, and 
the woman standing in the midst.  10When Jesus had raised Himself up and saw no one but the woman, He said to her, “Woman, 
where are those accusers of yours? Has no one condemned you?” 11She said, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus said to her, “Neither do I 
condemn you; go and sin no more.” 

 
Matt 8:14 - 15 (NKJV) 14Now when Jesus had come into Peter’s house, He saw his wife’s mother lying sick with a fever.  15So He 
touched her hand, and the fever left her. And she arose and served them. 
 
Matt 9:29 - 30 (NKJV) 29Then He touched their eyes, saying, “According to your faith let it be to you.”  30And their eyes were 
opened. And Jesus sternly warned them, saying, “See that no one knows it.”  
 
Mark 7:33 - 35 (NKJV) 33And He took him aside from the multitude, and put His fingers in his ears, and He spat and touched his 
tongue.  34Then, looking up to heaven, He sighed, and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 35Immediately his ears were 
opened, and the impediment of his tongue was loosed, and he spoke plainly.  

 



Exodus 32 
The Golden Calf  (32:1-35) 

 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
Golden Calf Chapter / Moses on Mt until hears from God 
This chapter we will see the people say to Aaron, hey we don’t what happened to Moses, so make us a 
god that we may worship, and we all seen the movie, as the golden calf is made.  Moses now has been 
up on Mt. Sinai for 40 days and 40 nights, and Moses does not come down from the mountain until he 
had the Word of the Lord.  That is so unlike me, I’ll be on the mountain top in the presence of the Lord, 
but I sense something is going on or going wrong down below, and I’ll rush to solve the situation, leaving 
the presence of the Lord, and sadly, leaving without the Word from the Lord.  So I enter into that situation, 
ill prepared to work in it and work through it.  Not Moses though, he stayed on the mountain until (where 
we left off last chapter) God was done speaking to him, and had given him the Word of the Lord: 
(Exodus 31:18 NKJV)  And when He had made an end of speaking with him on Mount Sinai, He gave Moses two tablets of the 
Testimony, tablets of stone, written with the finger of God. 

 
(Exodus 32:1 NKJV)  Now when the people saw that Moses delayed coming down from the 
mountain, the people gathered together to Aaron, and said to him, "Come, make us gods that 
shall go before us; for as for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we 
do not know what has become of him." 
 
Moses Greatest Human Leader / How Quickly they Forget 
The people say hey we don’t know what happened to Moses, our leader, the one who stood before 
Pharaoh on behalf of the Lord, and led us here to this place, out of that bondage.  How quickly they 
abandoned their leader.  What a leader he was, possibly the greatest human leader to ever walk this 
earth (next to the God-Man Jesus Christ).  He led a people (upwards of 2 – 3 million) out of bondage 
against one of the greatest military might’s the world had ever seen to that point.  He is listed as one of 
only several men in the Bible that is called a “man of God”, yet only 40 days later they are ready to 
replace him.  I tell other men who want to enter the ministry, if you can do anything else and be satisfied 
then do it (meaning if your heart doesn’t’ burn to the point that you must do this or else I’ll feel like I’ll dry-
up and die) then go do something else, because it is moments like these that will have you packing your 
bags and quitting.    
 
(Exodus 32:2 NKJV)  And Aaron said to them, "Break off the golden earrings which are in the ears 
of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me." 
(Exodus 32:3 NKJV)  "So all the people broke off the golden earrings which were in their ears, and 
brought them to Aaron. 
(Exodus 32:4 NKJV)  And he received the gold from their hand, and he fashioned it with an 
engraving tool, and made a molded calf. Then they said, "This is your god, O Israel, that brought 
you out of the land of Egypt!" 
(Exodus 32:5 NKJV)  So when Aaron saw it, he built an altar before it. And Aaron made a 
proclamation and said, "Tomorrow is a feast to the LORD." 
(Exodus 32:6 NKJV)  Then they rose early on the next day, offered burnt offerings, and brought 
peace offerings; and the people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play. 
 
Aaron yields to Pressure / Seeker-Friendly Churches Appease World Appetite 
We will read of Aaron (Moses older brother) becoming a great leader, but we see a flaw in him at this 
point in his ministry.  We see that he is afraid of what the people thought of him, and yields to their 
pressures to compromise.  What we see around us today in the seeker-friendly churches is not far off of 
this scene here.  Hey Aaron we are not ready for the meat of God’s Word, for walking by faith and not by 



sight, we need some visuals and stimulus that we can relate to, just like what we saw in Egypt as they 
had all their idols.  Egypt is a picture of the world, and churches today can try to make church as close to 
the world as possible, because they trust not that God can make spiritually-mature believers out of them.  
Make some calf’s for the people, things they are use to seeing, give a lot of visual aids, appeal to their 
senses, kinda of make church like going to a concert, entertaining, and we will lighten up on the meat of 
the word so as not to upset them. 
 
Fear of Lord – Snare of man 
Aaron was trying to be sensitive to the people, to be accepted by them.  The Bible says that the fear of 
the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, while the fear of man is a snare.  At any given moment I will either 
be living in the fear of the Lord, or the fear of what man thinks of me.   
Prov 1:7 (NKJV) 7    The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge,     But fools despise wisdom and instruction.  
 
Prov 29:25 (NKJV) 25    The fear of man brings a snare,     But whoever trusts in the LORD shall be safe. 

 
Seeker Churches not Biblical / Takes them Closer to World 
Seeker-sensitive approach to ministry is not Biblical, and we see what happens to the people when we try 
to be seeker-sensitive, they become more like the world than they do like the Lord.  These people rise up 
the next day not to worship the lord, but to enter into the flesh.  Seeker-sensitive, make a setting familiar 
to the world will not take them closer to the Lord, but closer to the world. 
 
(Exodus 32:7 NKJV)  And the LORD said to Moses, "Go, get down! For your people whom you 
brought out of the land of Egypt have corrupted themselves. 
(Exodus 32:8 NKJV)  "They have turned aside quickly out of the way which I commanded them. 
They have made themselves a molded calf, and worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, 'This is 
your god, O Israel, that brought you out of the land of Egypt!'" 
(Exodus 32:9 NKJV)  And the LORD said to Moses, "I have seen this people, and indeed it is a 
stiff-necked people! 
(Exodus 32:10 NKJV)  "Now therefore, let Me alone, that My wrath may burn hot against them and I 
may consume them. And I will make of you a great nation." 
 
God’s Anger – Man’s role of Intercession 
God’s anger is kindled against the people, and say’s Moses I am going to wipe them out and make a 
brand new nation out of you Moses.  They are stiff-necked the Lord says of them.  And next we read of a 
wonderful passage of man’s role in intercession on behalf of other people, and how through our 
prayers/intercession we can affect God’s dealing with them. 
 
Moses could have been New Abe-Isaac-Jacob 
I might add before we go on, that Moses pleads for the people.  I might have struggled with this one, 
hmmmm, no more Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; but it would now be Ray, Wayne, and Camden as the 
fathers of the nations of God.  Not Moses, he truly was meek and mild, a humble servant of the Lord, 
what an example for those who esteem to be great. 
 
(Exodus 32:11 NKJV)  Then Moses pleaded with the LORD his God, and said: "LORD, why does 
Your wrath burn hot against Your people whom You have brought out of the land of Egypt with 
great power and with a mighty hand? 
(Exodus 32:12 NKJV)  "Why should the Egyptians speak, and say, 'He brought them out to harm 
them, to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth'? Turn from 
Your fierce wrath, and relent from this harm to Your people. 
(Exodus 32:13 NKJV)  "Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, Your servants, to whom You swore 
by Your own self, and said to them, 'I will multiply your descendants as the stars of heaven; and 
all this land that I have spoken of I give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.'" 
 
Moses Recounts Promise of God / God’s Reminding – Disheartening after Red Sea 
Moses petitions the Lord that His name would be dishonored by the nations like Egypt.  Moses says you 
made a promise to Abraham, that you would multiply his seed, not Moses.  How powerful are the prayers 



of praying the Word of God, reminding God of His promises; of course what we will find is that it is not us 
reminding God, but God reminding us, and giving us strength in time of need, and confidence to prayer in 
the most trying times (such as what Moses faces here – how disheartening it must have been to have 
victory over Egypt, to watch the Red Sea part, to have manna rain from heaven every morning, and then 
water from a rock all day – everyday, and then to hear that the people have turned away to the flesh, 
away from the spirit, so quickly. 
 
(Exodus 32:14 NKJV)  So the LORD relented from the harm which He said He would do to His 
people. 
 
Not Man that Repents / Limits to Human Language / Punishable by Death – Shows Grace 
God is not a man that He should repent the Scriptures tell us.  The problem we have here is trying to put 
God into human terms, trying to use our limited vocabulary to describe a mighty and infinite God.  The 
promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are perpetual (never ending), and God will not contradict His 
word.  We had studied commandment #2, that they were not to make any graven images, yet here they 
are doing so.  The violation of that command was punishable by death we had studied.  So here we see 
God in the OT (contrary to popular opinion) showing grace.  We will see that those who would not repent, 
did face the death penalty, but those who did repent, were spared and given grace. 
Num 23:19 (NKJV) 19    “God is not a man, that He should lie,     Nor a son of man, that He should repent.     Has He said, and will 
He not do?     Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good? 

 
Wants to show Grace – Slow to Anger / Looking for a Man – Stand in Gap / Found Man in Moses 
God wants to show mercy and grace, always.  And He gives man time to repent, because He is so slow 
to bring judgment.  So what God does is raise up intercessors, who will stand in the gap for those 
peoples, while they are in the gap between sin and repentance.  In Ezekiel 22, God wanted to show grace 
to the nation, judgment was due them, so to slow His wrath that was rightly due those people He looked 
for a man to stand in the gap so that He might not destroy them, but sadly the Scripture says that He 
found none.  But here, on this day, the Lord had found a man who was willing to stand in the gap on 
behalf of the people who due judgment for their transgression, He found the man in Moses. 
Ezek 22:30 - 30 (NKJV) 30So I sought for a man among them who would make a wall, and stand in the gap before Me on behalf of 
the land, that I should not destroy it; but I found no one.  31Therefore I have poured out My indignation on them; I have consumed 
them with the fire of My wrath; and I have recompensed their deeds on their own heads,” says the Lord GOD.   

 
No Good Thing in Man / God Initiates – Oh the Power of Intercession / God Looking for Reason 
In man dwells no good thing.  Therefore anything good that comes out of man must come from the Lord, 
must have initiated from God.  God made Moses a man after His own heart (like He did for David), and 
Moses with the heart of God intercedes for the people.  Oh the power in antirecessionary prayer, if only 
we truly could grasp the depth of it.  God is just looking for a reason to show His grace, mercy, and love; 
thus He raises up men and woman after His own heart to stand in the gap on behalf of those who need it.  
God cannot violate man’s free-will, however if we ask Him, then He is just honoring our request. 
Rom 7:18 (NKJV) 18For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is present with me, but how to perform 
what is good I do not find.  

 
America Stands  / To have that Heart for Lost 
I believe America still stands because of the intercession that is lifted up for the nation.  Oh that God 
would give me this same heart for the lost and perishing that are around me. 
 
Chp 32-33 Moses Intercedes – Chp 34 Worships / From being on Mountain 
Here in chapter 32-33 we see Moses as a mediator and intercessor for the people.  In chapter 34 we will 
see him as a worshipper.  I believe these qualities abounded in Moses, and will abound in us also, 
because Moses was a man of the mountain, a man who spent time in the presence of God. 
 
(Exodus 32:15 NKJV)  And Moses turned and went down from the mountain, and the two tablets of 
the Testimony were in his hand. The tablets were written on both sides; on the one side and on 
the other they were written. 
(Exodus 32:16 NKJV)  Now the tablets were the work of God, and the writing was the writing of 
God engraved on the tablets. 



(Exodus 32:17 NKJV)  And when Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he said to 
Moses, "There is a noise of war in the camp." 
(Exodus 32:18 NKJV)  But he said: "It is not the noise of the shout of victory, Nor the noise of the 
cry of defeat, But the sound of singing I hear." 
(Exodus 32:19 NKJV)  So it was, as soon as he came near the camp, that he saw the calf and the 
dancing. So Moses' anger became hot, and he cast the tablets out of his hands and broke them at 
the foot of the mountain. 
 
Moses Breaks All 10  
Moses would be the only man to bring all 10 Commandments at once. 
 
Breaking Tablets – Breaking the Commandments 
The breaking of the tablets was a reflection of the true breaking of the Law that occurred with the 
breaking of the 2nd Commandment, the fashioning of the golden calf. 
 
(Exodus 32:20 NKJV)  Then he took the calf which they had made, burned it in the fire, and ground 
it to powder; and he scattered it on the water and made the children of Israel drink it. 
 
Moses doesn’t Fear Man / Godliness – Not Popularity 
In Moses we see a leader who doesn’t walk in the fear of man.  His goal was godliness, not popularity. 
 
Dealing with Sin Violently 
The Bible says that the word of God is sharper than a two-edged sword.  The word is like a sword, and a 
sword is used for violence.  Moses does an aerial assault on the sin in the camp.  He drops 2 bombs, 
unloads 10 cannons, his anger is kindled against the sin before the people.  The picture before us is the 
picture of how we must chose to deal with sin; sin must be dealt with violently, sharply, clearly dividing it 
out of our camps.  Too many times we deal with it gingerly, dancing around it, afraid to get violent, and we 
allow it to hang around.  Moses unloads the word, aerial bombardment, this is sin, and you have violated 
the word of God.  Then Moses quickly moves to the destruction of that sin.  This is how we must deal with 
sin, Christian don’t let it hang around, crush it, burn it, let it leave a bitter taste in your mouth, let it turn 
your stomach.  
Hebrews 4:12-13 (KJV)  - For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the 
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. [13] 
Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom 
we have to do.  

 
Feast Tomorrow – Fashioned after their Image / Don’t Justify Weakness – Behavior / Violence 
Back in verse 5 Aaron said tomorrow we will have a feast unto the Lord.  Now they weren’t following 
another god, Yahweh was their God, but what they were doing was fashioning God the way they wanted 
Him to be, which have a flavoring of the world.  How many people want to fashion god to their liking, what 
they are comfortable with.  They say well my God understands my weakness in this area, He is gracious 
to me, even if it is contrary to the world.  My god understands why I am the way I am, it is because of that 
person or this situation, therefore I am justified in my behavior, thoughts, and or actions.  Again, violence, 
deal with it violently if it counters the word.  Attack, ask questions later. 
(Exodus 32:5 NKJV)  So when Aaron saw it, he built an altar before it. And Aaron made a proclamation and said, "Tomorrow is a 
feast to the LORD." 

 
Calf Acceptable in Egypt / It will Sour the Land Flowing Milk& Honey 
This calf was what was acceptable in the world, Egypt where they had come from.  The Lord is saying 
you are not in Egypt anymore, don’t bring Egypt with you into the Land I have promised you, for Egypt will 
sour the milk, it will crystallize the honey, and the land will not be able to flow with milk and honey 
because of the souring effects the world has.  Who cares what the world says is acceptable, crush it, and 
burn it.  After 40 days in the presence of the Lord, how the sight of the calf must have soured Moses 
stomach.  Beloved, if the garbage the world is throwing in our face doesn’t turn our stomach, then I say 
we haven’t been spending much time on the mountain.    
 



(Exodus 32:21 NKJV)  And Moses said to Aaron, "What did this people do to you that you have 
brought so great a sin upon them?" 
(Exodus 32:22 NKJV)  So Aaron said, "Do not let the anger of my lord become hot. You know the 
people, that they are set on evil. 
(Exodus 32:23 NKJV)  "For they said to me, 'Make us gods that shall go before us; as for this 
Moses, the man who brought us out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of 
him.' 
(Exodus 32:24 NKJV)  "And I said to them, 'Whoever has any gold, let them break it off.' So they 
gave it to me, and I cast it into the fire, and this calf came out." 
 
Fear of Man – Fear of Truth 
Verse 4, it is clear, Aaron fashioned the calf.  Live in the fear of man, and you’ll also fear to tell the truth 
and repent of error.  The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom!  The fear of man is a snare, and 
here we see a life example, Aaron is snared in his lie.  What a humiliating experience this must have 
been for Aaron. 
(Exodus 32:4 NKJV)  And he received the gold from their hand, and he fashioned it with an engraving tool, and made a molded calf. 
Then they said, "This is your god, O Israel, that brought you out of the land of Egypt!" 
 
Prov 1:7 (NKJV) 7    The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge,     But fools despise wisdom and instruction.  
 
Prov 29:25 (NKJV) 25    The fear of man brings a snare,     But whoever trusts in the LORD shall be safe. 

 
2nd Chance / Mind You – All we Read of Highpriest 
Do you need a second-chance in life, wandering if God will give you a second-chance?  From Exodus 25-
31, we have been reading about the Tabernacle (the place where God would meet His people, and the 
priestly garments (all symbolic of Jesus), and the first person to wear them, and minister on behalf of the 
Lord before the people, the Lord’s first Highpriest, is this very same man who makes the golden calf.  You 
haven’t gone too far, it is never too late, for the Lord to restore you, use you, and move in and through 
you.  God is always looking for a reason to bless His people.  I might also add, out past failures do not 
eliminate us from the ministry. 
 
(Exodus 32:25 NKJV)  Now when Moses saw that the people were unrestrained (for Aaron had not 
restrained them, to their shame among their enemies), 
(Exodus 32:26 NKJV)  then Moses stood in the entrance of the camp, and said, "Whoever is on the 
Lord's side; come to me." And all the sons of Levi gathered themselves together to him. 
(Exodus 32:27 NKJV)  And he said to them, "Thus says the LORD God of Israel: 'Let every man put 
his sword on his side, and go in and out from entrance to entrance throughout the camp, and let 
every man kill his brother, every man his companion, and every man his neighbor.'" 
(Exodus 32:28 NKJV)  So the sons of Levi did according to the word of Moses. And about three 
thousand men of the people fell that day. 
 
Word comes Down – Heb 4:12 / Sometimes it Hurts 
The Word comes down on what is to be done.  The Word of God is quick and powerful, sharper than a 
two-edge sword.  Sometimes the word is sharp, it cuts, and it divides.  Sometimes in the prompting of the 
Spirit we have to bring the Word to our friends, those we care about; and even though it might cause pain 
initially, cleansing and healing will be the result eventually if we speak the truth in love: 
Heb 4:12 - 13 (NKJV) 12For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the 
division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  13And there is no 
creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.  
 
Eph 4:15 (NKJV) 15but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ— 

 
Original Intent – First Born 
It was God’s original intent that the first-born of every home would serve in the priesthood, but catch this, 
because the Levites were willing to draw the sword, stand strong and do what needed to be done 
according to the Word, they now become the sole tribe involved in priestly ministry.  So it still applies 
today, in the church, and in the home.  Only those who will stand strong, obey the Word even when it 
hurts, will be the ones that God considers His priests. 



 
3000 on Day of Pentecost  
Interesting note, that the day the Law came down 3,000 people died.  But the day the Spirit came down at 
Pentecost, 3000 were saved (Acts 2).  The Law brings death, and the Spirit brings life: 
2 Cor 3:6 (NKJV) 6who also made us sufficient as ministers of the new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, 
but the Spirit gives life. 
 
John 1:17 (NKJV) 17For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.  

 
(Exodus 32:29 NKJV)  Then Moses said, "Consecrate yourselves today to the LORD, that He may 
bestow on you a blessing this day, for every man has opposed his son and his brother." 
(Exodus 32:30 NKJV)  Now it came to pass on the next day that Moses said to the people, "You 
have committed a great sin. So now I will go up to the LORD; perhaps I can make atonement for 
your sin." 
 
Atonement Covers 
Atonement means covering, not washing away.  Sin could only be covered in the OT, and not until the 
New Covenant could sin be washed away through the blood of Jesus. 
 
(Exodus 32:31 NKJV)  Then Moses returned to the LORD and said, "Oh, these people have 
committed a great sin, and have made for themselves a god of gold! 
 
Specific Confession 
Notice the example of confession here.  Moses is very specific of the transgression.  We need to be 
specific in our confessions; not just oh forgive me for my sin today Lord.  Let us be specific so God can 
speak to us about that sin specific.  Ok, forgiven, now what are we going to do about it today.  How will 
you avoid it, will you avoid it, are you truly sorrow (for godly sorrow produces repentance).   We will deal 
with general confession very generally, but specific sin we will deal with specifically. 
2 Cor 7:10 (NKJV) 10For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation, not to be regretted; but the sorrow of the world 
produces death.  

 
(Exodus 32:32 NKJV)  "Yet now, if You will forgive their sin; but if not, I pray, blot me out of Your 
book which You have written." 
 
To have this Heart 
Again, to have this heart that Moses had for these people, these stiff-necked people.  I pray the Lord to 
give me this same heart for this area and my co-workers. 
 
(Exodus 32:33 NKJV)  And the LORD said to Moses, "Whoever has sinned against Me, I will blot 
him out of My book. 
 
God’s Answer 
Here is God’s answer to Moses request; He says I will determine who is blotted out, and who is not, and it 
will be based upon whoever sins against Me.  I believe He is referring to the 3,000 that had just perished, 
and not the whole congregation.  As for they whole congregation, they will be forgiven, but have to face 
up to the discipline. 
 
(Exodus 32:34 NKJV)  "Now therefore, go, lead the people to the place of which I have spoken to 
you. Behold, My Angel shall go before you. Nevertheless, in the day when I visit for punishment, I 
will visit punishment upon them for their sin." 
(Exodus 32:35 NKJV)  So the LORD plagued the people because of what they did with the calf 
which Aaron made. 
 
Reaping & Sowing / Led by Jesus 
Forgiven we see, but still will reap what they sowed.  God’s forgiveness abounds, but sin is an evil 
taskmaster, and man must pay his debt off for the sin indulged.  But amazingly, look who God says will 



lead them, the sinner, My Angel, capitals.  This is none other than Jesus Christ.  If we confess our sins, 
He is faithful and just to forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9). 
Gal 6:7 - 9 (NKJV) 7Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap.  8For he who sows to 
his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life.  9And let us not grow 
weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart. 
 
1 John 1:9 (NKJV) 9If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  



Exodus 33 
Show Me Your Glory 

 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
Recap 
Well back in chapter 32 we saw Moses had been up on the mountain for 40 days with the Lord, and the 
people grew impatient on waiting for him, and had Aaron make for them a golden calf, which they had a 
big feast for, had sensual dancing before, and most likely engaging in sexual sin.  God’s anger was 
kindled, Moses interceded (by God’s initiating) and God held back His wrath upon the people. Moses 
threw the 2 tablets of the Commandments down at the foot of the mountain, breaking them, and then 
burned the golden calf, and had it crushed into powder, and made the people drink it, and we pick up 
there in our study today. 
 
(Exodus 33:1 NKJV)  Then the LORD said to Moses, "Depart and go up from here, you and the 
people whom you have brought out of the land of Egypt, to the land of which I swore to Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, saying, 'To your descendants I will give it.' 
(Exodus 33:2 NKJV)  "And I will send My Angel before you, and I will drive out the Canaanite and 
the Amorite and the Hittite and the Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite. 
(Exodus 33:3 NKJV)  "Go up to a land flowing with milk and honey; for I will not go up in your 
midst, lest I consume you on the way, for you are a stiff-necked people." 
(Exodus 33:4 NKJV)  And when the people heard this bad news, they mourned, and no one put on 
his ornaments. 
(Exodus 33:5 NKJV)  For the LORD had said to Moses, "Say to the children of Israel, 'You are a 
stiff-necked people. I could come up into your midst in one moment and consume you. Now 
therefore, take off your ornaments, that I may know what to do to you.'" 
(Exodus 33:6 NKJV)  So the children of Israel stripped themselves of their ornaments by Mount 
Horeb. 
(Exodus 33:7 NKJV)  Moses took his tent and pitched it outside the camp, far from the camp, and 
called it the tabernacle of meeting. And it came to pass that everyone who sought the LORD went 
out to the tabernacle of meeting which was outside the camp. 
 
Not Tabernacle 
Not the tabernacle we have been studying. It was a tent, maybe even Moses’ own personal tent that he 
had been living in.  Maybe Moses and family went and lived with friends, I don’t know.  
 
Sin Separates 
What God does here (through Moses) is show how sin separates us from God.  Prior to this, God is in 
their midst, raining manna from heaven, pouring out blessings; but now He meets Moses, outside the 
camp, for sin separates us from God, God is no longer in their midst. 
 
My Angel – Jesus with Them / Be Holy – God is Serious / Mal 3:6 – Nothing has Changed 
I think it important to note again, “My Angel”, will lead them.  Notice the capitals there in verse two, and 
rightly so because this is a reference to none other than Jesus Christ.  It is Jesus that is leading them.  
Jesus is leading them, but their sin has caused tension and anger between them and the Lord.  Even 
though Jesus is leading them, amongst them, all is not well in the relationship.  God says in the NT, “Be 
Holy, for I am Holy”, and this passage of Scripture here in Exodus displays how serious He is about that 
command (for it is not a suggestion).  If you are a Christian, and you are engaged in sin, do not be 
deceived, do not think just because Jesus is with you because of your profession to/for Him, or that you 
are part of the congregration, that all is well.  God says, I am the Lord, I change not (Malachi 3:6).  God’s 
anger against sin is no different today, than it was 3500 years ago.  If you are a Christian, and you feel it 



is all grace, and no big deal about your sin, you are wrong, and I’d read this chapter over and over until 
you see God does not take sin lightly. 
1 Pet 1:16 (NKJV) 16because it is written, “Be holy, for I am holy.” 
 
Mal 3:6 (NKJV) 6    “For I am the LORD, I do not change;     Therefore you are not consumed, O sons of Jacob. 

 
24x7 Throne – HOLY-HOLY-HOLY 
He is the Holy God!  The 4 living creatures before the throne of God, 24x7, say, Holy, holy, holy Lord God 
Almighty.  They are not saying Grace, grace, grace, nor are they saying, mercy, mercy, mercy, nor are 
they saying, love, love, love………they say Holy, holy, holy Lord God Almighty.  He is the holy God, and 
the holy God says to us, “Be holy, for I am holy”. 
(Revelation 4:8 NKJV)  The four living creatures, each having six wings, were full of eyes around and within. And they do not rest 
day or night, saying: "Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, Who was and is and is to come!" 

 
(Exodus 33:8 NKJV)  So it was, whenever Moses went out to the tabernacle, that all the people 
rose, and each man stood at his tent door and watched Moses until he had gone into the 
tabernacle. 
(Exodus 33:9 NKJV)  And it came to pass, when Moses entered the tabernacle, that the pillar of 
cloud descended and stood at the door of the tabernacle, and the Lord talked with Moses. 
(Exodus 33:10 NKJV)  All the people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the tabernacle door, and 
all the people rose and worshiped, each man in his tent door. 
 
Imagine the Anxiety 
As Moses walked by, they all stood and worshipped the Lord. Imagine the anxiety as Moses would go, 
they may have wondered, is God going to consume us, send forth harsh judgment.  
 
No Golden Calf Now – Seeking Grace / My Personal Life – I have Hurt the Father 
No golden calf now!, the people are not crying out for a feast and a party, they are crying out for grace 
and mercy  I’ve found that to be true on my life personal, that golden calf, whatever it may have been, 
doesn't seem to mean that much to me, have that draw on me, when I come to that place of realization, 
I’ve just hurt the heart of my Father, I have wounded the one who has done nothing but love me and pour 
blessings out upon me, not to mention deliver me from the pit I was once trapped in back there on Egypt, 
the world.  They stand and watch. 
 
Moses doesn’t Wait 
Moses is going to go outside the camp to meet with the Lord.  Moses is willing to use his own tent to do 
so until the Tabernacle is finished.  I like this example and need to heed this example.  How often I don’t 
want to meet with God until everything is just right.  When I get past this big push I am on to get all this 
work done, then I’ll really get into my devotions.  When I can get things settled down in my life, I’ll find a 
ministry to serve in.  When I get my tent (house) all fixed up, then I’ll go start working on God’s.  Not 
Moses, he says I am not waiting for everything to be perfect, I’m going to go meet with the Lord with what 
I do have right now, for I am not going to wait. 
 
(Exodus 33:11 NKJV)  So the LORD spoke to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend. 
And he would return to the camp, but his servant Joshua the son of Nun, a young man, did not 
depart from the tabernacle. 
 
Face to Face / Idiom / Beautiful Relationship 
This is a Hebrew idiom, it means month to month.  We Know the scriptures never contradict themselves, 
and it says that no man can see God and live. So Moses is speaking with God mouth to mouth as a friend 
to a friend, as you and I speak to one another. what a beautiful relationship, and one we can have 
ourselves with Him as He calls as friend: 
(Exodus 33:20 NKJV)  But He said, "You cannot see My face; for no man shall see Me, and live." 
 
John 1:18 (NKJV) 18No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has 
declared Him.  
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1 Tim 6:16 (NKJV) 16who alone has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see, to whom be 
honor and everlasting power. Amen.  
 
1 John 4:12 (NKJV) 12No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God abides in us, and His love has been perfected 
in us.  

 
James 2:23 - 24 (NKJV) 23And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for 
righteousness.” And he was called the friend of God.  24You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only. 
 
John 15:13 - 15 (NKJV) 13Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends.  14You are My friends if you 
do whatever I command you.  15No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have 
called you friends, for all things that I heard from My Father I have made known to you.  

 
Joshua Comes to the Tent 
Joshua did not depart from the tent.  3 million people all watched from a distance, but not Joshua, he left 
his tent and stayed at this tent where God’s presence was.  Why? Because Joshua had the total freedom 
to do so, because the other 2, 999, 999 people were all at the feast worshipping the golden calf, but 
Joshua, he was up at the foot of the mountain waiting for Moses’ return with the word of God.  There is a 
wonderful freedom in obedience, there is no guilt or shame, a person feels the freedom of obedience and 
purity, and they can boldly come before the throne of God.  Hence why He says to be holy, as I am holy, 
it is for our own personal freedom.  The others were in bondage, living in fear, they had to watch from a 
far off, whereas Joshua was right there…………..no wonder he didn’t leave. 
(Exodus 32:17 NKJV)  And when Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he said to Moses, "There is a noise of war 
in the camp." 

 
(Exodus 33:12 NKJV)  Then Moses said to the LORD, "See, You say to me, 'Bring up this people.' 
But You have not let me know whom You will send with me. Yet You have said, 'I know you by 
name, and you have also found grace in My sight.' 
(Exodus 33:13 NKJV)  "Now therefore, I pray, if I have found grace in Your sight, show me now 
Your way, that I may know You and that I may find grace in Your sight. And consider that this 
nation is Your people." 
 
Knows you by Name 
He says Moses I know you by name. The same is true for us also: 
John 10:3 (NKJV) 3To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name and leads 
them out.  

 
Show me your Ways / Psalm 103 
Verse 13 - show me now Your way, that I may know You -  Moses says let me know your ways. The 
children of Israel saw the acts of God, but Moses asked for and got to see the ways of God, the heart of 
God.  Psalm 103 says: 
Psa 103:7 (NKJV) 7    He made known His ways to Moses,     His acts to the children of Israel. 

 
Wants to Know Deeper / 3million 
Moses wants to Know God in a deeper way, a more intimate way. There are close to 3 million people, yet 
out of 3 million God only met face to face with Moses. They would talk as friends, yet Moses would say,  I 
want more, this isn’t enough (even after 40 days on the mountain with God – even after 40 days he still 
says it wasn’t enough).  Paul would say, I have not get attained what I was attained for. Christian may we 
never be content where we are at with the Lord.  May we always be reaching higher, longing for a deeper 
relationship. Sometimes I am not sure if there is a difference in a Christian’s life between compromise and 
contentment, for being content as a Christian is settling for less than being all we can be, and seeing all of 
God we can on this side of eternity. Moses the only one out of 3 million, to speak mouth-to mouth with 
God, yet he says show me more. 
Phil 3:12 - 14 (NKJV) 12Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which 
Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me.  13Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those 
things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead,  14I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward 
call of God in Christ Jesus. 

 
 



You Can Have All You Want – Not 1 Drop More 
Christian, may we enter into prayer right now and ask the Lord to move in our heart to move us into this 
place.  It has been rightly said, you can have all of God you want, but not one drop more.  May we be like 
Moese and say Lord what I have today of you is not enough, may I not be content with what I have.  May 
I be like Johua too, enjoying the freedom of purity and obedience, that we can come unto you. 
 
(Exodus 33:14 NKJV)  And He said, "My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest." 
 
Rest Found in Presence / Thnakful for times of Fellowship 
Notice where God Says rest can be found, and that is in His presence. The rest is not in the next job, next 
promotion, the new or improved house, or body, relationship, retirement, or vacation, but in His presence. 
It is the only place to find fullness of joy also Psalm 16:11.  I am so thankful for our times together here in 
fellowship, I always feel His presence, and my heart is stilled and at rest, regardless of what is happening 
in my life.  Couple that with the times of just reading the word, relaxing in it, enjoying worship, and again I 
find myself in His presence, and at rest 
Psa 16:11 (NKJV) 11    You will show me the path of life;     In Your presence is fullness of joy;     At Your right hand are pleasures 
forevermore. 

 
Psalm 37 / Rest is in Presence 
Psalm 37:7 says to rest in the Lord.  What He is saying is come into My presence, and you will find rest. 
Psa 37:7 (NKJV) 7    Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for Him;     Do not fret because of him who prospers in his way, 
    Because of the man who brings wicked schemes to pass. 

 
Read passage on Rest Differently / Matthew 11:28 
Therefore every passage of scripture that speaks of our rest, speaks of us coming into His presence.  
Matt 11:28 - 29 (NKJV) 28Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  29Take My yoke upon you 
and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  
 

Come into My presence, and it is there that you can lay and leave what is making you heavy laden and 
weary. 
 
(Exodus 33:15 NKJV)  Then he said to Him, "If Your Presence does not go with us, do not bring us 
up from here. 
 
Moses got It Right / If Not – Anything but Restful / Will be Heavy Laden – Lacking Joy 
Moses got it right, He says if you don't go, I don't go; that should be our attititude as Christians, Lord if you 
are not in it, then I’m not in it either – Lord are you in it?  That is a good question we can ask also of all 
the activities we are involved in.  Lord are you in this relationship I am in?  Lord are you into this movie I 
am watching?  Are you into this venture I am seeking, that activity I am particiapating in?  If not, I’m not 
going either.  Because those things will be anything but restful, peaceful, they will become heavy laden 
and make you weary, because His presence is not there with it.  You will not enjoy fullness of joy, 
because His presence is absent. 
 
(Exodus 33:16 NKJV)  "For how then will it be known that Your people and I have found grace in 
Your sight, except You go with us? So we shall be separate, Your people and I, from all the people 
who are upon the face of the earth." 
(Exodus 33:17 NKJV)  So the LORD said to Moses, "I will also do this thing that you have spoken; 
for you have found grace in My sight, and I know you by name." 
 
Whole Congregation Blessed / Power in Intercession  
The whole congregation is blessed because of Moses’ intercession.  There is power in intercession, and 
others can be blessed because of our intercession.  But you see it isn’t the power of our prayers, it is the 
power behind the power booster – Jesus Christ.  Hebrews 7 says that Jesus lives to make intercession 
for us.  All prayer is intiated by God, and then all prayer is empowered by Him too.  No pressure on us. 
Heb 7:24 - 25 (NKJV) 24But He, because He continues forever, has an unchangeable priesthood.  25Therefore He is also able to 
save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them. 

 
 



Side Note – How we Intercede for Each Other 
Side Note: You know what else is powerfully wonderful and wonderfully powerful, and that is how we can 
intercede for each other.  Yes I know I should be praying for this, or praying for that, getting the request 
up to Jesus so that He might power-boost it to the throne, but I’m not having such a good day for 
whatever the reason and my prayers never even crossed my mind.  Here is the great news, as we share 
each others burdens, I’m praying for you, even when you aren’t (and vice-versa).  So you may be having 
a bad day, but I got you covered for I’m having a great day in prayer, and I lift your request up to the Lord, 
and Jesus power-boosts it to the throne, and the Lord is working, for He just desires to work, and only 
needs a reason, and you or I asking is reason enough.  He won’t violate mans free-will, but He does 
honor our requests, and He will work.  Say it is someone who needs salvation.  Now I can’t say Lord save 
them (that violates their free-will), but I can say Lord drops your bombs of love upon them, and as does, 
we can hope in our heart that they will respond to such wonderful love.  We can pray Lord protect that 
person from the danger they are putting themselves so they might live another day to have another day to 
receive you.   
 
They Deserved Death / America? 
It was Moses’ intercession that blessed a bunch of people who deserved death.  A whole group of people, 
some 3 million get blessed because of God’s favor upon Moses.  I think that very well could be the reason 
America still is what it is, because God is blessing His people (His Believers), surely not because America 
is so wonderful.  Abortion, promotion of sexual immorality, greed, and the likes.  Like the people of Israel, 
they were blessed because of the one who found favor in the sight of the Lord. 
 
(Exodus 33:18 NKJV)  And he said, "Please, show me Your glory." 
 
Kabod – Weight / See Egypt Defeated – Manna – Red Sea / Seen Power - Now show Glory 
Moses asks to see Gods glory. The Hebrew word for glory is “kabod”, it means weight. Moses is asking to 
see the weightier, the heavier things of God.  Imagine, I have seen you defeated the greatest military 
might in the world, part a sea, rain manna from heaven, gush water from a rock, but now can I see your 
glory Lord.  I’ve seen your power, please now show me your glory.  
 
What Seen Just end Result 
Moses is saying, “all that I have seen I know is just the end result of something else, something greater, 
and that is your heart and the deep love and passions you have for me and these your people.  That is 
true in your life and my life.  All the blessings we see and have.  Family, a church, provisions, are all just 
the results of something greater, and that is His deep love and passion for us: 
2 Cor 3:17 - 4:1 (NKJV) 17Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.  18But we all, with unveiled 
face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the 
Spirit of the Lord. 1Therefore, since we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we do not lose heart.  

 
(Exodus 33:19 NKJV)  Then He said, "I will make all My goodness pass before you, and I will 
proclaim the name of the LORD before you. I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and I will 
have compassion on whom I will have compassion." 
(Exodus 33:20 NKJV)  But He said, "You cannot see My face; for no man shall see Me, and live." 
(Exodus 33:21 NKJV)  And the LORD said, "Here is a place by Me, and you shall stand on the rock. 
(Exodus 33:22 NKJV)  "So it shall be, while My glory passes by, that I will put you in the cleft of 
the rock, and will cover you with My hand while I pass by. 
(Exodus 33:23 NKJV)  "Then I will take away My hand, and you shall see My back; but My face 
shall not be seen." 
 
Name expresses Nature 
Verse 19 - and I will proclaim the name of the LORD before you - The name of the Lord expresses 
His nature.  This takes us back to Exodus when Moses says what is your Name?  And God tells him, and 
God is reiterating to Moses that conversation.  God honored  then Moses’ desire to have that intimate 
understanding of who He is and reveals His name to Moses.  God said “I AM WHO I AM.”, God didn’t 
say I Was or I Will BE, but He said I AM.  I AM everything you need right here, and right now.  In the OT 
we have seen that a name revealed a nature, the nature of that person, and God is doing that here for 



Moses, for the Children of Israel, and for us.  The definition of this Hebrew word means to exist, be, 
become.  God is the “Becoming One” and He wants to become all we need.  If you are worried about your 
past sins, God will be the covering for them, and if your are worried about your future, God will be there 
before you are. 
(Exodus 3:13 NKJV)  Then Moses said to God, “Indeed, when I come to the children of Israel and say to them, ‘The God of your 
fathers has sent me to you,’ and they say to me, ‘What is His name?’ what shall I say to them?” 
(Exodus 3:14 NKJV)  And God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And He said, “Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, ‘I AM  
has sent me to you.’” 
 
I Am - Hayah, haw-yaw’; a prim.to exist, i.e. be or become, come to pass (always emphatic, and not a mere copula or auxiliary):--
beacon, X altogether, be (-come, accomplished, committed, like), break, cause, come (to pass), continue, do. 

 
Name reveals Nature / Most Literal Translation / Compounding of Name 
His nature is revealed in His name.  I AM THAT I AM, and that is the most literal translation we can get of 
His name, the compounding of the word ‘hayah”.  We see also through the Scriptures the beautiful 
compounding of His name and who He is to us, and what He means to us: 

• Genesis 22 – The Lord will Provide – Jehovah Jireh  

• Exodus 15 – The Lord is Our Healer – Jehovah Rapha 

• Exodus 17 – The Lord is Our Banner – Jehovah Nisse 

• Judges 6 – The Lord is Our Peace – Jehovah Shalom 

• Psalm 23 – The Lord is our Shepherd – Jehovah Ra 

• Jeremiah 23 – The Lord is Our Righteousness – Jehovah Tsidkenu 

• Ezekiel 48 – The Lord is the Ever Present One – Jehovah Shammah 
 
Back Parts / Rock Jesus 
Verse 23 -   "Then I will take away My hand, and you shall see My back; but My face shall not be 
seen." Back parts does not mean backside physically, but literally “afterglow’.  In other word, God says to 
Moses, “you can’t see me and live, but you can sense and experience My afterglow.”  The only way 
Moses could see God’s afterglow was if he was in the cleft of the rock.  Who is the Rock?  Jesus!  This 
word for cleft means a pierced rock, a rock with a hole.  When was He (Jesus) in the cleft?  On the cross.  
The only way we will ever see anything of God’s glow or glory is to be hidden in Jesus: 
Col 3:3 - 4 (NKJV) 3For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  4When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will 
appear with Him in glory. 
 
If a person is not in Christ, they will never going to see God, and experience Him.  But for those that are 
in the cleft of the Rock, they can have all of Jesus they want,………………….but not one drop more. 
 



Exodus 34 
The Name of the Lord – The Nature of the Lord 

 (Exodus 34:1-8) 
 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
Recap 
The Law has been broken, the golden calf has been broken, and God dwelling in the midst of the 
congregation has been broken.  Moses has and continues to intercede on behalf of the people, at the 
initiating of God (for that is where all intercession comes from – God Himself) because God is always just 
looking for a reason to show grace, mercy, and love.  Moses pleads with the Lord that if God doesn’t go 
with the people, that they don’t want to move.  Moses also, seeks the Lord to show him more of His glory, 
and the Lord does as He places Moses in the cleft of the rock, and allows Moses to see His afterglow.  
We closed our last study there, rejoicing and celebrating that the only way to see God’s glory is to be 
placed in the cleft of the rock, the Rock of Ages, Jesus Christ. 
 
Pickup Here / Revelation of God’s Glory 
So we pick up there, and chapter 34 is another chapter of a glorious revelation, of God’s glory, as God 
gives us more revelation of His beautiful nature. 
 
(Exodus 34:1 NKJV)  And the LORD said to Moses, "Cut two tablets of stone like the first ones, 
and I will write on these tablets the words that were on the first tablets which you broke. 
 
Law given – Show Need for Intercession / We are Not Alright / Law Schoolmaster 
The Law was given to show us that we are in need of an “Intercessor”, that our sin separates us from the 
Holy God; we are a sick people in need of help, regardless of what the world’s psychology and 
philosophies say, we are not alright, we are not “good”.  The Law was given to be a schoolmaster to bring 
us to Christ, our Intercessor. 
Gal 3:24 (NKJV) 24Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith. 
 
Rom 3:10 - 12 (NKJV) 10As it is written:     “There is none righteous, no, not one; 11    There is none who understands;     There is 
none who seeks after God. 12    They have all turned aside;     They have together become unprofitable;     There is none who does 
good, no, not one.” 
 
Rom 3:23 (NKJV) 23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  

 
Psalm 19 / John Vasser 
Psa 19:7 - 8 (NKJV) 7    The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul;     The testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the 
simple; 8    The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart;     The commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; 
 
The law is perfect, it gives new life, and sometimes in unexpected ways.  One of the most powerful 
personal evangelist in the 19th century was “Uncle” John Vassar, who grew up in his family brewery in 
Poughkeepsie, New York.  Following his conversion to Christ he abandoned beer making for soul-
winning, and on May 15th, 1850 he was commissioned as an agent for the American Tract society.  He 
went across the country distributing Christian literature and asking everyone  he met about their 
relationship with Christ.  On one occasion traveling in the West he visited the home of a praying wife 
whose husband was an infidel.  She begged for a Bible, and Vassar gave her one and went on his way.  
He had no sooner left when the husband, coming home saw the book and was enraged.  Seizing the 
Bible with one hand and an ax in another, he hurried to the wood pile where he placed it on the chopping 
block and chopped it crosswise in two.  Returning to the house, he threw half of the destroyed Bible at his 
wife saying, as you claim a part of all the property around here, there is your share of this.  The other half 
he tossed in his tool shed.  Months later on a wet day the man wanting to get away from his Christian 



wife, retreated to his shed.  The time passed slowly, and in boredom he looked around for something to 
read.  Thumbing through the mutilated Bible, his attention was caught by the story of the prodigal son in 
Luke 15.  he became absorbed in the parable only to discover that its ending belonged to his wife’s half.  
He crept into the house and secretly searched for the bottom half of the book, but was unable to find it.  
Finally he broke down, asked her for it, and read the story, over and over again.  In the process he came 
to the heavenly Father seeking forgiveness and new life.   
Psa 19:7 - 8 (NKJV) 7    The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul;     The testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the 
simple; 8    The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart;     The commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; 
 
Moses a Type of Jesus / Moses Intercedes Israel – Jesus whole World 
They needed an intercessor.  It is interesting how much Moses life reflects Jesus’, and there is a reason 
for that.  Moses is a “type”, a picture of Christ.  Moses interceded on behalf of the Jewish nation; Jesus’ 
interceded on behalf of all the nation, of all the world.  Moses was only a picture, a type, because there is 
only One mediator between God and man, the God-Man, Christ Jesus: 
1 Tim 2:5 - 6 (NKJV) 5For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus,  6who gave Himself a 
ransom for all, to be testified in due time,  

 
More Comparisons 
Some more comparisons: 

• Moses was born a Jew; Jesus was born a Jew. 

• Pharaoh tried to killed all children under age of 2 but Moses was protected by his family; King 
Herod tried to kill all the children under the age of 2 but Jesus was protected by His family. 

• Moses spent time in Egypt; Jesus spent time in Egypt. 

• Moses was rejected by his brethren; Jesus was rejected by His brethren. 

• Moses was a shepherd; Jesus is the Chief Shepherd. 

• Moses lost his appetite for the things of the world and flesh as he spent 40 days in the presence 
of the Lord.  Jesus spent 40 days in the wilderness to show the flesh and the things of the world 
had no power over Him. 

• Moses was the first miracle worker in the Old Testament; Jesus was the first miracle worker in the 
New Testament. 

• Moses’ first miracle was to turn water into blood; Jesus first miracle was to turn water into wine. 

• Moses constructed the Tabernacle (the dwelling place of God), Jesus is the Tabernacle, and He 
dwells amongst His people. 

 
Moses constructed Tabernacle – Only Temporary / The Final Tabernacle – Once for All 
Moses constructed the Tabernacle, and there in the Tabernacle sacrifices would be made for the 
‘covering” of sins, those sacrifices could never wipe sin away, only the Perfect Sacrifice – Jesus Christ 
could and would do that.  Moses was only a type, a picture of Jesus; and the Tabernacle and all the 
sacrifices were only a type, a picture of the Final Sacriifce, and Final Tabernacle (dwelling Place for man), 
in Christ. 
 
(Exodus 34:2 NKJV)  "So be ready in the morning, and come up in the morning to Mount Sinai, 
and present yourself to Me there on the top of the mountain. 
(Exodus 34:3 NKJV)  "And no man shall come up with you, and let no man be seen throughout all 
the mountain; let neither flocks nor herds feed before that mountain." 
(Exodus 34:4 NKJV)  So he cut two tablets of stone like the first ones. Then Moses rose early in 
the morning and went up Mount Sinai, as the LORD had commanded him; and he took in his hand 
the two tablets of stone. 
 
How Slept that Night / How worked on Tablets / What do you Think 
How would you have slept that night if God said meet me in the morning?  I wonder what kind of effort 
Moses put into making those 2 tablets?  Did he awake and say 5 more minutes?  Did he say that will 
have to do, my tent needs some work of its own.  What do you think………..no, I mean, what do you think 
of your meeting and serving of the Lord? 
 



(Exodus 34:5 NKJV)  Now the LORD descended in the cloud and stood with him there, and 
proclaimed the name of the LORD. 
(Exodus 34:6 NKJV)  And the LORD passed before him and proclaimed, "The LORD, the LORD 
God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and truth, 
(Exodus 34:7 NKJV)  "keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, 
by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children and the 
children's children to the third and the fourth generation." 
 
Vowels Removed – Tetra /Unspeakable Name – So Holy  
What is the name of the Lord, we really do not know because the vowels were removed.  That is why you 
will see it written out “YHVH”.  This is called a “tetragrammaton” (meaning a word of 4 letters – all 
consonants), it the unspeakable name of God, even to this day we really do not know how to pronounce 
His name.  All we know is the consonants YHVH, because they felt the name was too holy to even speak, 
they did not want to profane His name, so they left out the vows so man couldn’t.  We translate it 
JEHOVAH or also YAHWEH, which one is correct we have no idea, so when you see LORD, all capitals 
in your Bible, it is the “tetragrammaton”.  Moses knew the pronunciation, but no one else does today.   
 
Not know to Pronounce – Know Means / Name Expresses Nature 
We may not know how to pronounce it, but we do know what it means, because God goes on to express 
His nature, this is who I AM: 
 
Could Started with Powerful – But Starts with What they Need to Hear / What did He Say Moses 
God could have started by saying I am mighty, powerful, creator of the universe, but He starts describing 
His nature to Moses, with the very thing Moses and these people needed to hear, He is merciful and 
gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and truth.  Imagine when they asked Moses, well 
what did He say, and Moses said, “He is merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in goodness 
and truth”, oh the joy that must have filled their heart to hear those words.   
 
I AM: 
 
Broke 2nd Command / Got Grace & Mercy 
Verse 6 - merciful and gracious – mercy, not getting what we deserve.  They deserved death for violating 
the 2nd Commandment, instead they got to live.  Grace, getting what we don’t deserve, they deserved 
nothing, but instead got to be lead by God. 
 
To Hear those Words – as we Mature / Not Short Tempered / Until we See – Father Knows Best 
Verse 6 - Longsuffering – To hear those words as we are learning and maturing (as these people are).  
God says I am longsuffering, I am not short-tempered and grumpy, but I am patient as I wait for you to try 
things your way, failing upon failings, and come to the place that “Father does know Best”. 
 
Overflowing Bathtub / Thinking of Sweetness of Church People / God is Sum Total - Splash 
Verse 6 - and abounding in goodness and truth – The word in the Hebrew for abundant is “overflowing”.  
It is like filling the bathtub up for a nice bath, and the value won’t close, and the water just runs and run, 
overflowing.  God’s goodness and truth can’t be shut.  I think of the people of this church, and think of 
each person’s own sweetness, and think what it would be like to make one Christian out of that.  To take 
this person who has such a love for the lost, this one who has such a heart for giving to the poor, this one 
over here who is just warms your heart every time she smiles, this one and the way they love kids, this 
one and how they love to just serve others, this one and how they always call to see how you are doing 
even in the midst of their busy schedule, this one who says how can I help you, and imagine wrapping all 
that into one person, what you would have, is God.  He is all things good, abounding and overflowing.  
Are goodness is just the splashes from the overflow.  I can’t wait for 1 John to come to pass: 
1 John 3:2 (NKJV) 2Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that 
when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.  

 
Hebrew Poetry – No Limit 



Verse 7 - keeping mercy for thousands, - keeping for the thousands is Hebrew poetry, an idiom; it means 
to have no limit.  His mercy has no limit. 
 
Freeing to Admit a Sinner / For God says I Am the God who Forgives 
Verse 7 - forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, - How freeing and wonderful it is to admit and know 
that you are sinner.  Confession in the New Testament means to agree with.  How wonderful it is to agree 
with God I am a sinner; because then we get to hear these words, I Am the God who forgives iniquity and 
transgression and sin.  I feel sorry for those who refuse to admit that, too proud to admit it, they have no 
freedom. 
1 John 1:9 (NKJV) 9If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

 
Daily Look For Those who are Looking / Here are the Keys 
I daily look for the person who knows they have broken the Law of God, so that I may set them free, so 
that I may hand them the keys to a new life, a new house (God Himself), and say enter in! 
Matt 16:17 - 19 (NKJV) 17Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not 
revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.  18And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My 
church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.  19And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever 
you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 
 
1 Cor 3:16 (NKJV) 16Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?  

 
Encourage You Today – Dwell & Soak / You will Experience what Moses Did – Verse 8 
May I encourage you today to take these verses, and just dwell on them, let them soak in and permeate 
your heart.  You will experience what Moses did in verse 8, you will be drawn into worship because your 
heart won’t be able to contain (for it will be abounding/overflowing) of all His goodness, mercy and love. 
(Exodus 34:8 NKJV)  So Moses made haste and bowed his head toward the earth, and worshiped. 
 
And the LORD passed before him and proclaimed,  

"The LORD, the LORD God,  
merciful  

and gracious,  
longsuffering,  

and abounding in goodness and truth, 
"keeping mercy for thousands,  

forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, 
 
No Love 
You may wonder why isn’t the word love in this list, because this is love, all these things are the attributes 
of love.  God doesn’t speak the word, He lives the word, it is all that He is.  The name of the Lord, the 
Nature of the Lord. 
1 Cor 13:4 - 8 (NKJV) 4Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up;  5does not 
behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil;  6does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth;  7bears all 
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; 
whether there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away.  

 
 
 
 



Observe what I Command 
Exodus 34:7-28 

 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
Recap 
The Law has been broken, the golden calf has been broken, and God dwelling in the midst of the 
congregation has been broken.  Moses has and continues to intercede on behalf of the people, at the 
initiating of God (for that is where all intercession comes from – God Himself) because God is always just 
looking for a reason to show grace, mercy, and love.  Moses pleads with the Lord that if God doesn’t go 
with the people, that they don’t want to move.  Moses also, seeks the Lord to show him more of His glory, 
and the Lord does as He places Moses in the cleft of the rock, and allows Moses to see His afterglow.  
We closed our last study there, rejoicing and celebrating that the only way to see God’s glory is to be 
placed in the cleft of the rock, the Rock of Ages, Jesus Christ. 
 
Pickup Here / Revelation of God’s Glory 
So we pick up there, and chapter 34 is another chapter of a glorious revelation, of God’s glory, as God 
gives us more revelation of His beautiful nature, and a strong exhortation to observe what He has 
commanded, so that we may receive all the blessings He has for us. 
 
Lets read verses 1-6 for context, and pick up in the second half of verse 7 where we left off our last study: 
(Exodus 34:1 NKJV)  And the LORD said to Moses, "Cut two tablets of stone like the first ones, 
and I will write on these tablets the words that were on the first tablets which you broke. 
(Exodus 34:2 NKJV)  "So be ready in the morning, and come up in the morning to Mount Sinai, 
and present yourself to Me there on the top of the mountain. 
(Exodus 34:3 NKJV)  "And no man shall come up with you, and let no man be seen throughout all 
the mountain; let neither flocks nor herds feed before that mountain." 
(Exodus 34:4 NKJV)  So he cut two tablets of stone like the first ones. Then Moses rose early in 
the morning and went up Mount Sinai, as the LORD had commanded him; and he took in his hand 
the two tablets of stone. 
(Exodus 34:5 NKJV)  Now the LORD descended in the cloud and stood with him there, and 
proclaimed the name of the LORD. 
(Exodus 34:6 NKJV)  And the LORD passed before him and proclaimed, "The LORD, the LORD 
God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and truth, 
 
(Exodus 34:7 NKJV)  "keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, 
by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children and the 
children's children to the third and the fourth generation." 
 
Not Proof Text – Generational Curses / Accountable for own Sin / Opposite – Franklin Graham 
This is not proof-text for what is called “Generational Curse”; and that errant teaching says that God will 
punish the children for the parents sin.  God is not saying that.  What is simply being said here is that 
every person will be accountable for their own sin.  So the opposite of generational curses is that no 
children get to heaven based on their parents relationship with the Lord.  I recall several years ago when 
Franklin Graham was speaking at Harvest Christian Fellowship in California, Pastor Greg Laurie 
introduced and said, if there was ever a person that could say, Lord let me into heaven because of my 
Father Billy Graham, it could be Franklin Graham, but even the son of the greatest preacher in this 
century had to come to God on his own. 
 
 
 



Dueteronomy 24 
Deuteronomy 24 says that the children will not be punished for the fathers sins. 
Deut 24:16 (NKJV) 16“Fathers shall not be put to death for their children, nor shall children be put to death for their fathers; a person 
shall be put to death for his own sin. 

 
Ezekiel 18 
In Ezekiel 18, God speaking of this very point, says I never want to hear that talk anymore.  The people 
were grinding their teeth saying we are cursed because of what our forefathers had done, and God says 
stop it, I never want to heat that kind of talk again: 
Ezek 18:1 - 4 (NKJV) 1The word of the LORD came to me again, saying,  2“What do you mean when you use this proverb 
concerning the land of Israel, saying:     ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes,     And the children’s teeth are set on edge’? 3“As I 
live,” says the Lord GOD, “you shall no longer use this proverb in Israel. 4    “Behold, all souls are Mine;     The soul of the father 
    As well as the soul of the son is Mine;     The soul who sins shall die. 

 
Dwell on Because / Psychology Garbage – the Same Gene 
I dwell on this point, because it isn’t just the errancy of the teaching on “generational curses”, but too 
many Christians are buying into this psychology garbage that says, my dad was an alcoholic, therefore 
the gene has been passed on to me.  Alcoholism is the disease that you buy off the shelf, the only 
disease that you will never have if you don’t break the seal or pop the tab.  My dad was a wife beater, I 
have the same gene.  My dad was perverted, I have the same gene.  No, the person has the same sin, 
and remedy for that sin is Jesus Christ. 
 
Learn’t Behavior / The Remedy / 1 Cor 5:17 – All things New 
Learn’t behavior, absolutely.  The remedy?  Jesus Christ, His Word, His Spirit, His Fellowship.  But a 
cursed passed down, physiological junk, and errant teaching.  The Lord says, behold I make all things 
new: 
2 Cor 5:17 (NKJV) 17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have 
become new.  

 
Won’t Change Mind – Even if Change the Name 
Verse 7 - visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children and the children's children to the third and 
the fourth generation." - God is saying I will visit each person for their own sin, and I won’t change my 
mind on that either; you can change the name from drunkardness to alcoholism, from fornication to co-
habiting, you can change it from calling it sin to genetic disorder, but what I say will not change, I will visit 
each person’s sin.   
 
God’s Reason for Visiting is Restoration 
The reason for visiting, so that He might restore, not to crush, but to restore each person to what God has 
created them for. 
 
(Exodus 34:8 NKJV)  So Moses made haste and bowed his head toward the earth, and worshiped. 
 
Last Study / A-C-T-S 
Refer you back to our last study.  The more a person sees God’s goodness and kindness, the more they 
will become a worshipper of God.  He is all these wonderful things, merciful, gracious, longsuffering, 
abounding in goodness and truth – how can’t we worship when we dwell on these things.  I never get 
tired of saying it, make “acknowledgment” part of your prayer life.  ACTS, Acknowledgment, Confession, 
Thanksgiving, and Supplication.  Spend time dwelling on who He is, and the others things will come into 
their proper perspective.  My problems won’t seem so big when I see how awesome He is, but that “little” 
sin won’t seem so little when I see how Holy He is either.  And I will give Him thanks, when I think on all 
that He has done for me. 
(Exodus 34:5 NKJV)  Now the LORD descended in the cloud and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of the LORD. 
(Exodus 34:6 NKJV)  And the LORD passed before him and proclaimed, "The LORD, the LORD God, merciful and gracious, 
longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and truth, 
(Exodus 34:7 NKJV)  "keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, ……………… 

 



(Exodus 34:9 NKJV)  Then he said, "If now I have found grace in Your sight, O Lord, let my Lord, I 
pray, go among us, even though we are a stiff-necked people; and pardon our iniquity and our sin, 
and take us as Your inheritance." 
(Exodus 34:10 NKJV)  And He said: "Behold, I make a covenant. Before all your people I will do 
marvels such as have not been done in all the earth, nor in any nation; and all the people among 
whom you are shall see the work of the LORD. For it is an awesome thing that I will do with you. 
 
Put God in the Equation / Try This – do That / Be Here – or Go There 
Put God in the equation, and awesome things are going to happen.  Whatever it is, put God in the 
equation say I don’t want to try this, or do that, be here or go there, if you are not with me.  For even the 
little things become marvelous things when He is in it. 
 
Not Blesses because so Wonderful – But God / Nation Forgot – Gentiles for Hell 
The children of Israel are being blessed because they are so wonderful, but because God is so 
wonderful.  They are far from wonderful, in fact they are stiff-necked.  Somehow along the way the Nation 
of Israel forgot that they were stiff-necked, covered by God’s grace, and became arrogant, thought they 
were special because they were the chosen people (saying the Gentiles were only to fuel the flames of 
hell, burn their clothes if they brushed up against a Gentile).  They were the chosen people so they could 
be the example of how God blesses a nation, a people, whose God is the Lord. 
 
Christians Today Forget / New Covenant – Son Trades Place / Lost looked down Upon 
Well, many a Christian today have forgotten the same, that we are a stiff-necked and rebellious people, 
we were destined for hell, but He said I will make a “convent”, a new convent with you, and that My Son 
will take your place, so that you may take His place as a child of mine.  Many a Christian become like the 
children of Israel, they forget where they came from, who they really are, and take on an arrogance, a 
looking down at the lost as if they are repulsive, trash, and not part of the club.  May that not be so, may 
we have the heart looks to the lost, as what they are, lost and dying.  May our heart break for them, and 
may God break us of any arrogance and pride that we may have assumed. 
 



(Exodus 34:11 NKJV)  "Observe what I command you this day. Behold, I am driving out from 
before you the Amorite and the Canaanite and the Hittite and the Perizzite and the Hivite and the 
Jebusite. 
 
God Reiterates the Commands / Sin Block His Glory / His Word is His Will 
God reiterates again some of the commands and covenant that He has made with theses people, 
because the transgression of His Commands will get in the way of us seeing verses 1-7, God’s goodness, 
mercy, patience, grace………….all His glory, His nature; our flesh will block out His glory.  And, violating 
His Word, will diminish all that He wants to do in our lives, it will limit His mighty works in our life.  God’s 
Word is His will for our life.  If you want to know that you are in God’s will, then walk and live out His 
Word.  It was only like 80 days ago that God gave them these commands, but in His wisdom knew they 
needed to be reiterated. 
 
(Exodus 34:12 NKJV)  "Take heed to yourself, lest you make a covenant with the inhabitants of the 
land where you are going, lest it be a snare in your midst. 
(Exodus 34:13 NKJV)  "But you shall destroy their altars, break their sacred pillars, and cut down 
their wooden images 
(Exodus 34:14 NKJV)  '(for you shall worship no other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, 
is a jealous God), 
(Exodus 34:15 NKJV)  "lest you make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land, and they play 
the harlot with their gods and make sacrifice to their gods, and one of them invites you and you 
eat of his sacrifice, 
(Exodus 34:16 NKJV)  "and you take of his daughters for your sons, and his daughters play the 
harlot with their gods and make your sons play the harlot with their gods. 
 
Best Commentary / 2 Cor 6 
Best commentary on the Bible is the Bible.  Don’t be unequally yoked, joined to this world, or eventually 
you will be drawn into their world.   
2 Cor 6:14 - 18 (NKJV) 14Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with 
lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness?  15And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer 
with an unbeliever?  16And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For youare the temple of the living God. As God has 
said:     “I will dwell in them     And walk among them.     I will be their God,     And they shall be My people.”17Therefore     “Come out 
from among them     And be separate, says the Lord.     Do not touch what is unclean,     And I will receive you.” 18    “I will be a 
Father to you,     And you shall be My sons and daughters,     Says the LORD Almighty.” 

 
Unequally Yoked - Outweighed / Some say - I don’t feel God / Jame 4 
You know unequal means outweighed, and if a person is soaking up more of the things of the world than 
they are of God, then they am unequally yoked with the world. Often I am told by people that they don’t 
feel the presence of God, even though they are praying and reading, even serving, but they still don’t feel 
they are experiencing the presence of God.  I say that isn’t lining up with the Word, for James says draw 
near to God, and He will draw near to you.  I tell them something is wrong then.  Maybe they are just 
going through the motions in prayer and the word.  Or maybe, they are getting a little too much of the 
world, and it is diminishes God in their life.  For if you draw near to Him, He will draw near to you.   
James 4:8 (NKJV) 8Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you 
double-minded.  

 
Another name – Jealous / Not Insecure – Not Position/but Passion 
God gives another name for Himself – Jealous.  Now we tend to take a jealous person as one being 
insecure, one who feels threatened, but here God identifies Himself as a Jealous God.  Is He insecure, by 
no means, is He threatened, yes, but not of His position, but His passion.  His passion for you, His 
passion for me, and anything that would come in-between that, try to lure us away from Him, He is 
jealous of.   
 
Here is the Thing / We Drawn Away - Deceived 
That is why God’s Word is His Will, even when it doesn’t seem to make sense.  God knows how we can 
be deceived, and how we can deceive ourselves, and be drawn away from Him into a place where we 



forget Him, maybe even for some forsake Him.  He is passionate about protecting His kids from that, and 
that is why He calls Himself a Jealous God. This is a statement of love, not being controlling. 
 
(Exodus 34:17 NKJV)  "You shall make no molded gods for yourselves. 
 
Reminds of the Recent / Right Day – Right Time – Right Circumstance 
You would think God would never have to remind them of this again, right after the golden calf, but He 
does.  It won’t be much later that they will lift up the serpent in the wilderness and worship that.  As I say, 
Satan will always go back to the well, Satan will keep bringing back to us the things that he knows worked 
before.  Satan doesn’t offer me heroin, because the very thought of it before I was even saved scares me 
to death.  But, offer me a Micolobe Light (for the winner), and on the right day, at the right time, in the 
right circumstances, it could be.  We must always stay on guard of those things that have gotten us 
before, and be open to God reminding us (either through the word or a brethren).  I worry greatly when I 
talk with someone, and I say watch out for that area you fell in last week or year, and they say oh you 
never have to worry about me there, I’ll never fall there again……….I tell them, Satan always goes back 
to the well of what worked……………on the right day, at the right time, in the right circumstances, it could 
be. 
2 Kin 18:4 (NKJV) 4He removed the high places and broke the sacred pillars, cut down the wooden image and broke in pieces the 
bronze serpent that Moses had made; for until those days the children of Israel burned incense to it, and called it  Nehushtan.  
 
(1 Corinthians 10:12 NKJV)  Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall. 
(1 Corinthians 10:13 NKJV)  No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not 
allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able 
to bear it. 

 
(Exodus 34:18 NKJV)  "The Feast of Unleavened Bread you shall keep. Seven days you shall eat 
unleavened bread, as I commanded you, in the appointed time of the month of Abib; for in the 
month of Abib you came out from Egypt. 
 
Communion 
God says to remember to celebrate what I did for you when I delivered you from Egypt.  Remember a key 
to prayer is “Thanksgiving”.  Remember this celebration, and Jesus would say to us, “do this in 
remembrance of Me” 
Luke 22:19 (NKJV) 19And He took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is My body which is given for 
you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 

 
(Exodus 34:19 NKJV)  "All that open the womb are Mine, and every male firstborn among your 
livestock, whether ox or sheep. 
 
Proof of Dedication 
Oxen and sheep were material possessions.  God here is laying out what He considers their proof of 
dedication.  If you give unto Me (the Lord says) your first born, I see proof of your dedication towards Me.  
Same true for today. 
 
Giving – is Freeing / Matthew 6:21 
The letting go of the material things of the world, is freeing.  Do you trust Me enough to give me your first 
fruits the Lord asks.  Where your treasures are, there your heart will be.  Giving to God, puts our hearts 
on heaven, and frees our heart of this world, which can block out His glory, limit what He wants to do in 
our lives today, because we are so worried about our stuff. 
Matt 6:19 - 21 (NKJV) 19“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in 
and steal;  20but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in 
and steal.  21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

 
(Exodus 34:20 NKJV)  "But the firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb. And if you will 
not redeem him, then you shall break his neck. All the firstborn of your sons you shall redeem. 
And none shall appear before Me empty-handed. 
 
Jesus the Lamb 



A donkey could be redeemed by a lamb.  If Jesus is the Lamb, then I wonder who the donkey is. 
 
Don’t Come Empty Handed 
Verse 20 - And none shall appear before Me empty-handed - We have heard this phrase multiple time in 
past studies, and the Lord wants to instill that in our hearts.  Don’t come before Him empty-handed; how 
wonderful it is to come to church, not only to be served, but to serve.  If things are bad for you, you can be 
sure the brother or sister just a few rows away are experiencing the same.  Come to church saying, Lord I 
want to be blessed by you, and I want you to bless others through me today.  Give me a word, a smile, 
hands to serve, whatever it may be to bless others around me.  What you will find along the way is 
focusing less on your problems, as you are helping others with there.  J-O-Y, Jesus first, others second, 
and ourselves last, will bring Joy. 
 
(Exodus 34:21 NKJV)  "Six days you shall work, but on the seventh day you shall rest; in plowing 
time and in harvest you shall rest. 
 
Jesus fulfills the Sabbath 
Jesus is our Sabbath rest, we have talked about How Jesus fulfills the Sabbath.  See the notes from our 
study in the 10 Commandments.  In summation for our application today, the one in seven day is not 
about rules and regulations of what we can or can’t do, but about taking a day and fellowshipping with 
Him, communing with Him. 
Heb 4:8 - 10 (NKJV) 8For if Joshua had given them rest, then He would not afterward have spoken of another day.  9There remains 
therefore a rest for the people of God.  10For he who has entered His rest has himself also ceased from his works as God did from 
His. 
 
(Mark 2:28 NKJV)  “Therefore the Son of Man is also Lord of the Sabbath.” 

 
(Exodus 34:22 NKJV)  "And you shall observe the Feast of Weeks, of the firstfruits of wheat 
harvest, and the Feast of Ingathering at the year's end. 
(Exodus 34:23 NKJV)  "Three times in the year all your men shall appear before the Lord, the 
LORD God of Israel. 
(Exodus 34:24 NKJV)  "For I will cast out the nations before you and enlarge your borders; neither 
will any man covet your land when you go up to appear before the LORD your God three times in 
the year. 
 
Again – God First 
God is commanding the males to attend/keep these 3 feasts every year, regardless of what is going on in 
their lives. Again, God says to seek Him first, and I will take care of all the other stuff – Matthew 6:33. 
Matt 6:33 (NKJV) 33But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.  

 
Can’t Afford to Get Away / God says I’ll Protect you – Prosper You 
I can’t afford to get away, some people may say, if I take time off my competitors will eat me alive.  My 
bank account will dwindle, our family will suffer.  That what’s what the children of Israel could have said 
as well, knowing that traveling to the feasts would leave their land vulnerable to the enemies surrounding 
them.  God however says, “if you obey Me, I will cast out the nations; I will enlarge your borders; I will be 
your protection.”  If you are trying to defend your family yourself, watch out.  God may say, “If you want to 
do that, you are on your own.  Good luck.”  Let the Lord take care of you, He will do much better than you 
will.  Many people say I can’t make it to church, can’t go on missions, can’t go on a retreat, I have all 
these things to do………the Lord says get away, do what I tell you to do, and I’ll protect your land, and I’ll 
enlarge your borders. 
 
Same True if God calls you to Serve / Ministry takes me Away 
Can I also add that to those who say they can’t serve the Lord because they don’t have time because of 
their kids, their family.  Yes it is true that your family is your first ministry, but if God has clearly called you 
to serve Him in some other aspect, but you say I can’t because I need to serve my family, take this 
passage to heart.  If God has called you to serve Him, then trust that He will protect your family as you 
do, trust that He will enrich your family spiritually as you do.  For myself the ministry takes me away from 
my family a considerable amount of time, even when I am in the house; I can be in the house but 



preparing the lesson, or doing administration stuff.  Those things take me away from my family, but I am 
trusting the Lord that He will protect them while I am away, He will grow them spiritually along the way.  I 
have experienced ever since I was saved that I have more to offer my family spiritually when I am with 
them, because of the time I invested serving the Lord when I was away.  The same will be true for you I 
am sure.  There is a balance of course, and I have times for the ministry, and I have times for the family.  
The needs for the ministry will always outweigh the available ministers, but God will take care of that.  
There is a time to say, can’t go, can’t help, (unless it’s an emergency), right now I am spending time with 
the family. 
 
(Exodus 34:25 NKJV)  "You shall not offer the blood of My sacrifice with leaven, nor shall the 
sacrifice of the Feast of the Passover be left until morning. 
 
Leaven Picture of Sin 
Leaven is a picture of sin, and it was not to be included in the sacrifice.  For us today, Romans 12:1-2, we 
are the sacrifice, and God says have no sin in the sacrifice offering unto Me.  Folks, He is the same 
yesterday, today, and forever – and He is not relaxed on sin, regardless of the move amongst the church 
today to over preach on grace, and not mention repentance of sin. 
Rom 12:1 - 2 (NKJV) 1I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.  2And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing 
of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.  
 
Heb 13:8 (NKJV) 8Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.  

 
(Exodus 34:26 NKJV)  "The first of the firstfruits of your land you shall bring to the house of the 
LORD your God. You shall not boil a young goat in its mother's milk." 
 
1st Fruit to the Church 
Verse 26 - The first of the firstfruits of your land you shall bring to the house of the LORD your God – 
Where do the first fruits go, to the House of the Lord (today that would be the Church – where you are 
being fed).  It is a place where you have no control.  I remember when I first starting to tithe I would give 
5% to my church, and the other 5% where I thought was needed, and if I didn’t give all the 5% out I kept a 
tally of what was left to give from month to month.  Basically I kept control (and sometimes got 
complimented on who I gave to).  God spoke to me about this, in that He said bring it all to the house of 
the Lord, just as spoken of in the OT.  If you want to give more to this cause or that, no problem, make it 
an offering above your tithe, you will never be able to out-give God.  There was a part of me that was 
saying I really don’t trust that they are going to spend it all in the right place, so my 5% is for rent and 
salary, etc, and the other 5% is for what I know are good causes.  God spoke to me, if you don’t trust the 
church with your money, then don’t trust them with your spiritual health.   
 
Not so much Dietary – but Idolatry  
Verse 26 - You shall not boil a young goat in its mother's milk." – this is the “kosher” law.  That is meat 
and milk together.  This isn’t so much a dietary thing but idolatrous practice for it was a Canaanite 
practice to take the animal and boil it in its mother milk, and then take the milk and pour it out on the 
ground as a ceremony to their false gods to bring a good harvest upon the land.  God is again is warning 
them not to absorb any of the idolatrous practices they see in the world around them.  We can apply that 
today to getting too wrapped up in some of the traditions and rituals in our country and the church itself.  
The Jewish people took this and turned it into a bunch of rules and regulations that put them into bondage 
even to this day.  (See notes on this in chapter 23). 
 
(Exodus 34:27 NKJV)  Then the LORD said to Moses, "Write these words, for according to the 
tenor of these words I have made a covenant with you and with Israel." 
(Exodus 34:28 NKJV)  So he was there with the LORD forty days and forty nights; he neither ate 
bread nor drank water. And He wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant, the Ten 
Commandments. 
 
Appetite Grows Dim as we Worship 



Moses, 40 days and 40 night and he ate and drank not.  When we are in His presence, worshipping Him 
(verse 8), seeing His nature and glory.  Our appetite for the things of the world grow dim.  Lets enter into 
worship right now. 
(Exodus 34:8 NKJV)  So Moses made haste and bowed his head toward the earth, and worshiped. 

 



The Glow of the Lord upon Us 
(Exodus 34:27-35) 

 
(Exodus 34:27 NKJV)  Then the LORD said to Moses, "Write these words, for according to the 
tenor of these words I have made a covenant with you and with Israel." 
(Exodus 34:28 NKJV)  So he was there with the LORD forty days and forty nights; he neither ate 
bread nor drank water. And He wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant, the Ten 
Commandments. 
(Exodus 34:29 NKJV)  Now it was so, when Moses came down from Mount Sinai (and the two 
tablets of the Testimony were in Moses' hand when he came down from the mountain), that Moses 
did not know that the skin of his face shone while he talked with Him. 
(Exodus 34:30 NKJV)  So when Aaron and all the children of Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin of 
his face shone, and they were afraid to come near him. 
(Exodus 34:31 NKJV)  Then Moses called to them, and Aaron and all the rulers of the congregation 
returned to him; and Moses talked with them. 
(Exodus 34:32 NKJV)  Afterward all the children of Israel came near, and he gave them as 
commandments all that the LORD had spoken with him on Mount Sinai. 
(Exodus 34:33 NKJV)  And when Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his face. 
(Exodus 34:34 NKJV)  But whenever Moses went in before the LORD to speak with Him, he would 
take the veil off until he came out; and he would come out and speak to the children of Israel 
whatever he had been commanded. 
(Exodus 34:35 NKJV)  And whenever the children of Israel saw the face of Moses, that the skin of 
Moses' face shone, then Moses would put the veil on his face again, until he went in to speak with 
Him. 
 
40 days not good for Appearance  
Going without food or water for 40 days doesn’t usually help one’s appearance, especially if you are 80 
years old; but this was not true in the case of Moses who after 40 days in the presence of the Lord, his 
actually glowed. 
 
That’s the way it is when Spend Time 
Reflecting the glory he had experienced on the mountain, Moses initially didn’t realize his face was 
glowing.  That’s the way it is when we spend time in the presence of the Lord, when we are at His feet, 
when we take time to pray, to worship Him, and spend time in the word.  If we had a gloom, it is replaced 
by a glow. 
 
Don’t Feel Like You Glow / 120 in Upper Room 
I don’t feel like I glow you may say, but Moses didn’t know he glowed either.  In the Book of Acts, when 
the Holy Spirit fell on the 120 disciples in the Upper Room, a flame burned upon each of their heads.  
This means that if you were one of the 120, you would have seen 119 people ignited, on fire, illuminated 
with the power of the Spirit; but you would not have seen the flame upon your head.  Such is our 
tendency, to think everyone but us is a flame. 
Acts 2:1 - 4 (NKJV) 1When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.  2And suddenly there 
came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting.  3Then there 
appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them.  4And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 
 
Moses had Glow – had Law / Who could Challenge 
Well Moses had a glow, and at first He didn’t know it, but it is a good thing that he had this glow.  Good 
thing he had the glow, because in his hands was the Law of God.  Moses was bringing the children of 
Israel the Law, exhortation, instructions, and commands.  Like all children, their would be rebellion of the 
flesh to heed these words, to have to make corrections and adjustments, to die to their wants and 
desires, but really, when they looked at Moses face, what could they say, they knew Moses had been in 
the presence of God, and these are the words the Lord had given him. 
 



Parents – Glare or Glow 
Parents, if your kids aren’t very receptive to your instructions, it might just be because there is a glare 
upon your face, rather than a glow.  Moses had a glow, and it made the Word he shared acceptable, the 
things he said palatable, because people are drawn to those who have that glow about them, compared 
with the distance we want to put between people who have that glare about them. 
 
Why Glow? / Simply Reflecting / Will Impact in Real Way /  
Why did Moses glow?  Having been in the presence of the Lord, he was simply reflecting the glory 
inherent in the Lord.  In other words, just hanging out with the Lord, Moses face glowed.  Spending time 
in the presence of the Lord will impact you in a very real and special way even today.   
 
Here is Problem - But Glow Diminishes / 1 Cor 
(Exodus 34:33 NKJV)  And when Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his face - But 
here is the problem, Moses glow began to diminish, decrease, decline.  It wasn’t until he spent time in the 
presence of the Lord again did he begin to glow once again. That is what needs to happen in our lives.  – 
1 Corinthians tells us that Moses put the veil over his face so that the children wouldn’t see the glow 
diminishing.   
2 Cor 3:7 (NKJV) 7But if the ministry of death, written and engraved on stones, was glorious, so that the children of Israel could not 

look steadily at the face of Moses because of the glory of his countenance, which glory was passing away,  
 
We Need to Realize That / We grow Dull – Need to be Recharged 
We need to realize that we need to be renewed, and recharged constantly.  Oh yes we can do well for a 
while, but then our glow turns to glare.  We find ourselves dull.  But when we return to the presence of the 
Lord, we get recharged, refueled constantly and consistently through prayer, through worship, and 
through His Word. 
 
Some Diminishing Factors 
We have studied in this chapter some of the factors that can diminish our glow, things that distract us, 
diminish the glory of God upon as: 

• Verse 11 – Allowing sin to creep into our lives. 

• Verse 12-16 – Being unequally yoked with the world in a relationship. 

• Verse 17 – Letting Satan draw us back to the well. 

• Verse 18 – Failing to give God our First fruits 

• Verse 20 – Coming into the Church empty-handed.  Always looking for people to serve self, than 
looking to serve others. 

• Verse 21 – Not honoring the Sabbath, in that we don’t set time that day aside to commune with 
God. 

• Verse 22 – Not trusting God to protect and provide for us, and we have to do things in our own 
ways. 

• Verse 26 – having an appetite for the things of the world, and practicing the way the world does 
things compared to how God does them.   

 
All Diminish Glow / When Happen – Get in Presence / Stay in Presence – Keep Out 
All these things will keep us out of the presence of the Lord, and diminish the glow, the glory of God upon 
us.  When these things come upon us, we need to get back into the presence of the Lord.  But I’ll tell you 
this, staying in the presence of the Lord will keep you from falling into those areas. 
 
Don’t Put Veil On – Don’t Kid Self / Get in Presence with Prayer – Word - Worship 
Can I say this precious saints, when you do fall into one of these areas, you haven’t been spending time 
in the presence of the Lord, don’t put some veil on and say all is well.  People will put a smiling face on 
and say all is well, when really things aren’t, they are losing their glow.  Don’t try to kid someone, nor 
ourselves, we need to get recharged, refueled constantly and consistently through prayer, through 
worship, and through His Word. 
 
 
 



Let Me Add This – We Forget & Seek Renewal from Others / Woman Issue 12 Years 
But let me also add this, sometimes we forget that, and instead of seeking renewal from the Lord, we 
seek it from other people.  I am reminded of the story in Matthew where there was a woman who had an 
issue of blood for 12 years: 
Matt 9:20 - 21 (NKJV) 20And suddenly, a woman who had a flow of blood for twelve years came from behind and touched the hem 

of His garment.  21For she said to herself, “If only I may touch His garment, I shall be made well.”  
 
Clinic to Clinic / Rabbis say she is Immoral / Outcast / 12yrs Issue Hurt and Drained Her 
She had been bleeding for 12 years, going from clinic to clinic, doctor to doctor, spending every last 
penny she had to stop the seeping from her body.  In those times, many a people would have said her 
condition was the result of her sin, a sin of immorality.  Consequently she would be an outcast in her 
society, unable to obtain employment, most likely divorced from her husband, kept from her children, 
treated as a leper, unclean, and a sinner.  For 12 years she had an issue bothering her greatly, hurting 
her deeply, and draining her year after year. 
 
How about You – Issue Constant Bother / go Person to Person / Only Adds to Pain 
How about you, maybe there is an issue with which you struggle, and issue causing pain deep within you, 
an issue constantly bothering you.  Maybe it was a past hurt, a betrayal, the wounds of a friend or family 
member.  You go from person to person, group to group, trying to get help for the issue; but the more you 
try to get help, the more people add to your pain, you’re hurt, with their attempts or philosophy to help 
you.  Every day the issue seems to grow greater and drain you more. 
 
Such Case of This Woman / 12yrs – Then Hears of Jesus – If Only Touch His Borders 
Such was the case of this woman, then her life changed.  After 12 years of trying to get help from people, 
she finally hears about someone who could deal with the issue of her situation; she heard about Jesus.  
And hearing that he was able to do what no other man could or would, she touched the border of His 
garment, and immediately her issue was gone. 
Matt 9:20 - 21 (NKJV) 20And suddenly, a woman who had a flow of blood for twelve years came from behind and touched the hem 

of His garment.  21For she said to herself, “If only I may touch His garment, I shall be made well.”  
 
Bible Times identify – Lineage, Vocation, Heritage / Submitting to Authority / If You Have Issue – 
Boss, Spouse --- You can be Set Free / Submit to Him – Nothing Happen Unless You Allow It 
In Bible times, strings hanging from the hem of garments would be tied in certain knots that would identify 
lineage, family vocation, and heritage.  Thus in touching the hem of Jesus’ garment the woman was 
actually submitting to His authority over her condition, her pain, her sadness, her issue.  So if you have an 
issue about you parents, your boss, your friend, your spouse or ex-spouse, your coach or teacher, or 
some past or current circumstance which causes your blood to boil, you can be set free right her, right 
now, by simply touching the hem of His garment, by saying “Lord, You are in authority and You are on the 
throne.  Nothing could have or can happen to me unless You had allowed it.  Therefore I submit to Your 
sovereignty.  I am not going to camp on the issue of my lousy situation or circumstances, but I will submit 
it to You as I touch the hem of Your garment. 
 
What Garment – Soldiers Rolled Dice For 
What garment?  The garment the Roman soldiers rolled dice for as Jesus hung on the cross for you and 
for me: 
Matt 27:35 (NKJV) 35Then they crucified Him, and divided His garments, casting lots, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by 
the prophet:     “They divided My garments among them,     And for My clothing they cast lots.”

 
What will Happen – Like Moses Face will Glow / New Wholeness  
What will happen to you?  Like Moses you’ll have a glow on your face and in your heart.  You will 
experience newfound wholeness, healthiness, and beauty by spending time with Jesus.   
 
I Pray to be a People 
I pray we be a people who will spend time in His presence, so we can reflect His glory, so that we may 
have a glow about us. 
 
 



Exodus 35 
The Offering 

 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
Recap 
Moses now has come down from the mountain from meeting with the Lord for the last 40 days, and he is 
telling the people all of what the Lord had told him and instructed him to do, so we pick up here in verse 1. 
 
Purpose – Not Useless Repetition 
Now much of what we read in the next 6 chapters is repetitive of what we have read in the past chapters, 
but it is not wasted repetition.  God has purpose in every word in this Bible.  What we clearly see is God’s 
faithful love, that He still will dwell amongst His people, in the Tabernacle He promised them, even though 
they were a disobedient people (making the golden calf).  And secondly, we see Moses faithfulness to 
complete all that God had command Him to do.  A mighty witness to us to be faithful down to the last 
detail of whatever the Lord has called us to do, even if it is a tedious task.  And, while we are on the 
subject of repetition, maybe you feel like you are just doing something over and over, and it is a pure 
waste of time, let me just assure you that if it is God who has you doing it, it is not waste, but His working 
in and of your life.  All things do work together for good for those who love God and are called according 
to His purposes, even the little things, or the things we don’t understand.  If we expect God to be 
concerned about the details of our lives, we must pay attention to the details of His instructions.  Moses 
gives us a great example for life here in these last chapters, as the word command is used 17 times in 
these last chapters, and Moses inspected the work to assure that it was done as the Lord had 
commanded: 
Rom 8:28 (NKJV) 28And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called 
according to His purpose.  

 
(Exodus 35:1 NKJV)  Then Moses gathered all the congregation of the children of Israel together, 
and said to them, "These are the words which the LORD has commanded you to do: 
(Exodus 35:2 NKJV)  "Work shall be done for six days, but the seventh day shall be a holy day for 
you, a Sabbath of rest to the LORD. Whoever does any work on it shall be put to death. 
(Exodus 35:3 NKJV)  "You shall kindle no fire throughout your dwellings on the Sabbath day." 
 
Spiritual Application / Jesus fulfills the Sabbath 
It was only back in verse 21 of chapter 34 that the Sabbath was spoken of, and quickly we return to the 
subject again.  God is serious about the Sabbath because of the spiritual application and the practical 
application.  Spiritually the Sabbath was a looking forward to the final Sabbath, Jesus Christ.  Jesus is our 
Sabbath rest, we have talked about How Jesus fulfills the Sabbath.  See the notes from our study in the 
10 Commandments.  In summation for our application today, the one in seven day is not about rules and 
regulations of what we can or can’t do, but about taking a day and fellowshipping with Him, communing 
with Him. 
(Exodus 34:21 NKJV)  "Six days you shall work, but on the seventh day you shall rest; in plowing time and in harvest you shall rest. 
 
Heb 4:8 - 10 (NKJV) 8For if Joshua had given them rest, then He would not afterward have spoken of another day.  9There remains 
therefore a rest for the people of God.  10For he who has entered His rest has himself also ceased from his works as God did from 
His. 
 
(Mark 2:28 NKJV)  “Therefore the Son of Man is also Lord of the Sabbath.” 

 
Practacal Application – Something within me Dies / Chicken and Egg / Come Apart - Fall 
Now practaclly, the penalty for violating the Sabbath command was death. And how true that is. 
Whenever I don’t take advantage of the opportunity to be in the Lord’s presence, to be refreshed and 



renewed, something within me dies.  Something I have noticed, and it is kinda the chicken and egg 
debate (but we creationist know the chicken came first), and that is people who stay in regular fellowship 
always seems to being doing better than those who don’t.  Their walk is more real, it is more exciting, and 
they have more peace in their life personally and with others around them.  The question I often ask 
myself is, are they doing well because they take the time to fellowship, or is it because they are doing well 
they take the time to fellowship.  I don’t know, all I know is keep doing whatever it is that you are doing.  If 
we don’t take time to come apart, then eventually we will fall apart. 
 
Personal Belief / Lost the Sabbath – Led to Evolution 
It is my personal belief that Evolution gained such a strong footing, and continues too, when people 
began to neglect the Sabbath.  They stopped taking that one in seven day to fellowship with their Creator, 
and began to add an extra day of work to get ahead, or head off to the game.  As mankind left the 
creative hand of God, he began to wander away from God:  
Rom 1:24 - 25 (NKJV) 24Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies 
among themselves,  25who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, 
who is blessed forever. Amen. 
 
7 Day Adventist / Specific for Nation Israel 
Verse 3 - "You shall kindle no fire throughout your dwellings on the Sabbath day." – For those who say 
Saturday is the Sabbath, and that if you worship on Sunday you are taking the mark of the beast, you 
have to laugh at their hypocrisy as they are not to kindle a fire on the Sabbath (if you are under the 
Sabbath Law), yet they frie the engines of their cars up every Saturday to drive to church.  This command 
not to kindle a fire, to do no work, we can see was specific to the Nation Israel, as we could see how 
great a problem that would present to those living in the frozen North regions of the world, compared to 
the warm Mid-East region. 
 
(Exodus 35:4 NKJV)  And Moses spoke to all the congregation of the children of Israel, saying, 
"This is the thing which the LORD commanded, saying: 
(Exodus 35:5 NKJV)  'Take from among you an offering to the LORD. Whoever is of a willing heart, 
let him bring it as an offering to the LORD: gold, silver, and bronze; 
(Exodus 35:6 NKJV)  'blue, purple, and scarlet thread, fine linen, and goats' hair; 
(Exodus 35:7 NKJV)  'ram skins dyed red, badger skins, and acacia wood; 
(Exodus 35:8 NKJV)  'oil for the light, and spices for the anointing oil and for the sweet incense; 
(Exodus 35:9 NKJV)  'onyx stones, and stones to be set in the ephod and in the breastplate. 
 
Willing Heart – Give till it Hurts / 2 Cor 9:7 
“Whoever is of a willing heart, let him bring an offering to the Lord.” I like that. I sometimes hear preachers 
say, “Give until it hurts”—but that’s not the Lord. If it hurts to give, don’t do it because Paul tells us the 
Lord loves a cheerful, or literally a hilarious giver (2 Corinthians 9:7).  
2 Cor 9:7 (NKJV) 7So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.  
 
1 Billion / Backpay from Egypt 
How much would those with willing hearts give? By today’s standards, approximately one billion dollars 
worth of gold and silver alone. That’s a big offering!   The wealth they had came from the plundering of 
Egypt, the 400 years of backwages that were due them.  I like that, they were broke their whole life, and 
in an instance they had wealth for the first time, but with willing hearts they gave unto the Lord.  When we 
realize that we are all broke, that all we have comes from the Lord, then we won’t be holding on to it so 
tight, because we realize what we do have came from the Lord. 
(Exodus 3:21 NKJV)  “And I will give this people favor in the sight of the Egyptians; and it shall be, when you go, that you shall not 
go empty-handed. 
(Exodus 3:22 NKJV)  “But every woman shall ask of her neighbor, namely, of her who dwells near her house, articles of silver,  
articles of gold, and clothing; and you shall put them on your sons and on your daughters. So you shall plunder the Egyptians.” 

 
Notice not all Money 
Notice that it isn’t all just money, but goods.  Donated goods are a blessing to, an offering to the Lord. 
 



(Exodus 35:10 NKJV)  'All who are gifted artisans among you shall come and make all that the 
LORD has commanded: 
(Exodus 35:11 NKJV)  'the tabernacle, its tent, its covering, its clasps, its boards, its bars, its 
pillars, and its sockets; 
(Exodus 35:12 NKJV)  'the ark and its poles, with the mercy seat, and the veil of the covering; 
(Exodus 35:13 NKJV)  'the table and its poles, all its utensils, and the showbread; 
(Exodus 35:14 NKJV)  'also the lampstand for the light, its utensils, its lamps, and the oil for the 
light; 
(Exodus 35:15 NKJV)  'the incense altar, its poles, the anointing oil, the sweet incense, and the 
screen for the door at the entrance of the tabernacle; 
(Exodus 35:16 NKJV)  'the altar of burnt offering with its bronze grating, its poles, all its utensils, 
and the laver and its base; 
(Exodus 35:17 NKJV)  'the hangings of the court, its pillars, their sockets, and the screen for the 
gate of the court; 
(Exodus 35:18 NKJV)  'the pegs of the tabernacle, the pegs of the court, and their cords; 
(Exodus 35:19 NKJV)  'the garments of ministry, for ministering in the holy place; the holy 
garments for Aaron the priest and the garments of his sons, to minister as priests.'" 
 
Goods and Talents 
Not only goods, but talents were offered to the Lord.  For some people, they would rather write a check, 
and be done with it, not get themselves involved, but the Lord calls us to give of our talents also. 
 
(Exodus 35:20 NKJV)  And all the congregation of the children of Israel departed from the 
presence of Moses. 
(Exodus 35:21 NKJV)  Then everyone came whose heart was stirred, and everyone whose spirit 
was willing, and they brought the Lord's offering for the work of the tabernacle of meeting, for all 
its service, and for the holy garments. 
(Exodus 35:22 NKJV)  They came, both men and women, as many as had a willing heart, and 
brought earrings and nose rings, rings and necklaces, all jewelry of gold, that is, every man who 
made an offering of gold to the LORD. 
(Exodus 35:23 NKJV)  And every man, with whom was found blue, purple, and scarlet thread, fine 
linen, and goats' hair, red skins of rams, and badger skins, brought them. 
(Exodus 35:24 NKJV)  Everyone who offered an offering of silver or bronze brought the Lord's 
offering. And everyone with whom was found acacia wood for any work of the service, brought it. 
(Exodus 35:25 NKJV)  All the women who were gifted artisans spun yarn with their hands, and 
brought what they had spun, of blue , purple, and scarlet, and fine linen. 
(Exodus 35:26 NKJV)  And all the women whose heart stirred with wisdom spun yarn of goats' 
hair. 
 
Heard Invitation – Go Think About It 
Verse 20 - And all the congregation of the children of Israel departed from the presence of Moses - 
I like this! They heard the invitation; they had a project before them; and they departed. In other words, 
Moses didn’t pass the basket right then. He didn’t pressure the people. He didn’t try to manipulate the 
situation. He simply said, “Go home and think about this.” 
 
Jesus watching at Temple / Freeing from Flesh 
As Jesus sat against the wall in the temple, we are told He watched not what people gave, but how they 
gave (Mark 12:41). The Lord loves a cheerful giver because when I give cheerfully, I am freed from my 
fleshly, selfish, small tendencies and I become more like Him in the process. That is why Moses asked 
only for those with willing hearts to give.  
Mark 12:41 - 44 (NKJV) 41Now Jesus sat opposite the treasury and saw how the people put money into the treasury. And 
many who were rich put in much.  42Then one poor widow came and threw in two mites, which make a quadrans.  43So He called His 
disciples to Himself and said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you that this poor widow has put in more than all those who have given to 
the treasury;  44for they all put in out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all that she had, her whole livelihood.” 
 
 
 



Not Against / Time – Worship – Pressure – Separate / Norfolk 
I am by no means against taking an offering at Church, but I am totally against pressuring people to give, 
and or those pleas that make God sound broke.  We put the offering box in the rear and do not pass the 
basket for multiple reasons, .  One we don’t want to take up precios time in our service to pass the 
basket, two we don’t want to pass the basket during worship and distract people from giving worship to 
God, or being ministered to by God.  Thirdly, we do not want one penny for God’s kingdom that comes 
from an unwilling heart.  We the basket comes, some people feel pressured, onbligated to give, in some 
cases even resentful.  We believe an offering box in the back fits very closely to this passage, and Mark 
12, where people came to the box, instead of the box coming to them (I know some churches that send 
collectors to peoples homes who missed church to pick up the missed offering).  Another reason also, for 
the visitors sake, we want to separate money from ministry, and we want to just give them Jesus.  When 
they become part of the family, they will find the box.  When we were at the Festival last month in Norfolk, 
the money part went on for over 20 minutes.  In front of us were 6 kids that all came just to check the 
whole thing out.  They were getting into it, but about 10 minutes into the money pitch, they said this is 
lame lets go.  Thankfully we were able to find them outside, share the Good News with them, and leave 
them with Jesus, because they had left before they got to hear about Jesus. 
 
(Exodus 35:27 NKJV)  The rulers brought onyx stones, and the stones to be set in the ephod and 
in the breastplate, 
(Exodus 35:28 NKJV)  and spices and oil for the light, for the anointing oil, and for the sweet 
incense. 
(Exodus 35:29 NKJV)  The children of Israel brought a freewill offering to the LORD, all the men 
and women whose hearts were willing to bring material for all kinds of work which the LORD, by 
the hand of Moses, had commanded to be done. 
 
Leaders Lead 
The leaders didn’t merely say, “I’m glad the people are giving.” No, the leaders gave the most. And that’s 
the way it ought to be. Any elder, deacon, preacher, or pastor should be one who leads the way when it 
comes to giving. 
 
(Exodus 35:30 NKJV)  And Moses said to the children of Israel, "See, the LORD has called by 
name Bezalel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah; 
(Exodus 35:31 NKJV)  "and He has filled him with the Spirit of God, in wisdom and understanding, 
in knowledge and all manner of workmanship, 
(Exodus 35:32 NKJV)  "to design artistic works, to work in gold and silver and bronze, 
(Exodus 35:33 NKJV)  "in cutting jewels for setting, in carving wood, and to work in all manner of 
artistic workmanship. 
 
Spirit for Practacal Work 
Bezaleel was given wisdom, anointed, and gifted by the Holy Ghost to do practical construction. Maybe 
the Spirit has done the same in you. Because every good and perfect gift comes from above (James 
1:17), if you can fix an engine or construct a building, yours is a good and perfect gift indeed.  
James 1:17 (NKJV) 17Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom 

there is no variation or shadow of turning.  
 
(Exodus 35:34 NKJV)  "And He has put in his heart the ability to teach, in him and Aholiab the son 
of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan. 
(Exodus 35:35 NKJV)  "He has filled them with skill to do all manner of work of the engraver and 
the designer and the tapestry maker, in blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and fine linen, and of the 
weaver; those who do every work and those who design artistic works. 
 
Taught Others / Work & Teach – Unbeatable Combination 
Bezaleel and his coworker Aholiab were not only to do the work themselves, but to teach others as well. 
Paul was one who worked with his hands as a tentmaker, even as he taught others the Word (Acts 18:3). 
Sod, Bezaleel and Aholiab were able to work and to teach—an unbeatable combination.  



Acts 18:3 - 4 (NKJV) 3So, because he was of the same trade, he stayed with them and worked; for by occupation they were 
tentmakers.  4And he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and persuaded both Jews and Greeks. 
 
2 Tim 2:2 
Paul encourages Timothy to find faithful people to invest in, so that they may go out and invest in others.  
I think we should all be mentoring someone (and not just our kids).  Mentoring will challenge us because 
we will have to think about what we are trying to teach that person which in turn will keep us seeking the 
Lord.  And then there will be questions that arise, situations, that we won’t have the answer or solution to 
(for we can’t know it all), and that will take us back to the Lord to seek Him, and it will sharpen us as we 
become more skilled in the Word and things of God.  How do I do that you may ask.  Just get out there, 
and make yourself available.  God will bring them along your path, and you;ll know when He does; then 
you can say, give me your email so we can stay in contact, or lets meet for a coffee, or just ask them if 
they would like someone to help them grow in their relationship with the Lord.  You’ll be blessed, I 
guarantee it, and you will find a new freshness in your spiritual life.  
2 Tim 2:1 - 2 (NKJV) 1You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.  2And the things that you have heard 

from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.  
 
 



Exodus 36 
Finishing the Work (Exodus 36-40) 

 
Outline for the Book of Exodus: 

• Israel in Egypt (400 years of Slavery, Moses, 10 Plagues, the Passover): Exodus 1-12 

• Israel’s Journey to Mt. Sinai (Red Sea Crossing, Manna, Water from the Rock): Exodus 13-18 

• Israel’s Encampment at Mt. Sinai (the Law, Ark, Tabernacle, and Priesthood): Exodus 19-40 
 
Recap 
Moses now has come down from the mountain from meeting with the Lord for the last 40 days, and he is 
telling the people all of what the Lord had told him and instructed him to do, so we pick up here in verse 1. 
 
Purpose – Not Useless Repetition 
Now much of what we read in the next 5 chapters is repetitive of what we have read in the past chapters, 
but it is not wasted repetition.  God has purpose in every word in this Bible.  What we clearly see is God’s 
faithful love, that He still will dwell amongst His people, in the Tabernacle He promised them, even though 
they were a disobedient people (making the golden calf).  And secondly, we see Moses faithfulness to 
complete all that God had command Him to do.  A mighty witness to us to be faithful down to the last 
detail of whatever the Lord has called us to do, even if it is a tedious task.  And, while we are on the 
subject of repetition, maybe you feel like you are just doing something over and over, and it is a pure 
waste of time, let me just assure you that if it is God who has you doing it, it is not waste, but His working 
in and of your life.  All things do work together for good for those who love God and are called according 
to His purposes, even the little things, or the things we don’t understand.  If we expect God to be 
concerned about the details of our lives, we must pay attention to the details of His instructions.  Moses 
gives us a great example for life here in these last chapters, as the word command is used 17 times in 
these last chapters, and Moses inspected the work to assure that it was done as the Lord had  
commanded.  You see Moses saw the glory of God up there on the mountain, and now he is going to 
bring that glory to the people, he wants them to see the glory that he saw.  That is all that ministry is, it is 
us trying for people to see the glory of God that we have seen.  I want my 13 year to see God the way I 
have seen him, for when he does he will be blown away.  It is my desire for my 1 year old, it is what I 
hope to see in all people that I meet, that they will see His glory as I have, for they will be touched and 
enveloped just as I am, and was: 
Rom 8:28 (NKJV) 28And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called 
according to His purpose.  

 
 (Exodus 36:1 NKJV)  "And Bezalel and Aholiab, and every gifted artisan in whom the LORD has 
put wisdom and understanding, to know how to do all manner of work for the service of the 
sanctuary, shall do according to all that the LORD has commanded." 
(Exodus 36:2 NKJV)  Then Moses called Bezalel and Aholiab, and every gifted artisan in whose 
heart the LORD had put wisdom, everyone whose heart was stirred, to come and do the work. 
 
Ability & Availability  
Bezaleel and Aholiab were given ability to do the work that needed to be done practically. But we also 
read that they came. If you want your life to be impacting, the key is to have both ability and availability. 
There are people who have great abilities, but they’re never available. When there is work to do, when 
opportunities open, when needs are presented, they’re just not around. Bezaleel and Aholiab go down in 
history as models, their names recorded for eternity, as men who used the practical gifts God had given 
them for His glory. How we need men who will say, “I can’t preach or sing, but I can fix an engine. I can’t 
evangelize, but I can pour cement.” We need you! Make yourself available—and your name will be added 
to the roster of Bezaleel and Aholiab. 
 
(Exodus 36:3 NKJV)  And they received from Moses all the offering which the children of Israel 
had brought for the work of the service of making the sanctuary. So they continued bringing to 
him freewill offerings every morning. 



(Exodus 36:4 NKJV)  Then all the craftsmen who were doing all the work of the sanctuary came, 
each from the work he was doing, 
(Exodus 36:5 NKJV)  and they spoke to Moses, saying, "The people bring much more than enough 
for the service of the work which the LORD commanded us to do." 
(Exodus 36:6 NKJV)  So Moses gave a commandment, and they caused it to be proclaimed 
throughout the camp, saying, "Let neither man nor woman do any more work for the offering of 
the sanctuary." And the people were restrained from bringing, 
(Exodus 36:7 NKJV)  for the material they had was sufficient for all the work to be done; indeed 
too much. 
 
Too Much / Slaves / Realizing it all came from Above 
So much did the people bring that Moses finally had to say, “We have too much!”  Amazing.  Amazing 
because these are a people who have just been freed from slavery.  All their lives they had nothing, and 
now free you would think they would be a people that would hoard what they had, but they don’t, they 
freely give unto the Lord.  That is what happens to a person when they realize they have been freed from 
the bondages of the world, and all that they have it has been given to them from above.  When a person 
realizes it has been given to them from above, they don’t worry because they know the supply will be 
replenished from above to meet all their needs. 
 
(Exodus 36:8 NKJV)  Then all the gifted artisans among them who worked on the tabernacle made 
ten curtains woven of fine linen, and of blue, purple, and scarlet thread; with artistic designs of 
cherubim they made them. 
 
Beginning of Construction – 6 months 
And so began the construction of the tabernacle which would take approximately six months (19:1 & 40:2) 
as chronicled in the remaining four chapters.  It was 9 months from when they came to Sinai to the 
completion of the tabernacle; out in two 40 day fasts of Moses before the Lord, and you have around 6 
months to complete the tabernacle: 
(Exodus 19:1 NKJV)  In the third month after the children of Israel had gone out of the land of Egypt, on the same day, they came to 
the Wilderness of Sinai. 
 
(Exodus 40:2 NKJV)  "On the first day of the first month you shall set up the tabernacle of the tent of meeting. 

 
Exodus 40:33-34 
In verses 33 and 34 of chapter 40, we read the following… 
(Exodus 40:33 NKJV)  And he raised up the court all around the tabernacle and the altar, and hung up the screen of the court gate. 
So Moses finished the work. 
(Exodus 40:34 NKJV)  Then the cloud covered the tabernacle of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 

 
Pathwasy Strewn with Good Intentions / Only after Finished – Glory God Settled In 
The pathways of Bible studies, conferences, and camps are strewn with the good intentions of people 
who began to do something but never finished. How I pray we would be those who say, “Lord, by Your 
grace, help me to finish what You’ve called and gifted me to do”—for it was only after Moses finished the 
work that the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. 
 
The Curtains: 
(Exodus 36:9 NKJV)  The length of each curtain was twenty-eight cubits, and the width of each 
curtain four cubits; the curtains were all the same size. 
(Exodus 36:10 NKJV)  And he coupled five curtains to one another, and the other five curtains he 
coupled to one another. 
(Exodus 36:11 NKJV)  He made loops of blue yarn on the edge of the curtain on the selvedge of 
one set; likewise he did on the outer edge of the other curtain of the second set. 
(Exodus 36:12 NKJV)  Fifty loops he made on one curtain, and fifty loops he made on the edge of 
the curtain on the end of the second set; the loops held one curtain to another. 
(Exodus 36:13 NKJV)  And he made fifty clasps of gold, and coupled the curtains to one another 
with the clasps, that it might be one tabernacle. 



(Exodus 36:14 NKJV)  He made curtains of goats' hair for the tent over the tabernacle; he made 
eleven curtains. 
(Exodus 36:15 NKJV)  The length of each curtain was thirty cubits, and the width of each curtain 
four cubits; the eleven curtains were the same size. 
(Exodus 36:16 NKJV)  He coupled five curtains by themselves and six curtains by themselves. 
(Exodus 36:17 NKJV)  And he made fifty loops on the edge of the curtain that is outermost in one 
set, and fifty loops he made on the edge of the curtain of the second set. 
(Exodus 36:18 NKJV)  He also made fifty bronze clasps to couple the tent together, that it might be 
one. 
 
The Covering and Boards for the Tent (Holy Place and Holy of Holies) 
(Exodus 36:19 NKJV)  Then he made a covering for the tent of ram skins dyed red, and a covering 
of badger skins above that. 
(Exodus 36:20 NKJV)  For the tabernacle he made boards of acacia wood, standing upright. 
(Exodus 36:21 NKJV)  The length of each board was ten cubits, and the width of each board a 
cubit and a half. 
(Exodus 36:22 NKJV)  Each board had two tenons for binding one to another. Thus he made for all 
the boards of the tabernacle. 
(Exodus 36:23 NKJV)  And he made boards for the tabernacle, twenty boards for the south side. 
(Exodus 36:24 NKJV)  Forty sockets of silver he made to go under the twenty boards: two sockets 
under each of the boards for its two tenons. 
(Exodus 36:25 NKJV)  And for the other side of the tabernacle, the north side, he made twenty 
boards 
(Exodus 36:26 NKJV)  and their forty sockets of silver: two sockets under each of the boards. 
(Exodus 36:27 NKJV)  For the west side of the tabernacle he made six boards. 
(Exodus 36:28 NKJV)  He also made two boards for the two back corners of the tabernacle. 
(Exodus 36:29 NKJV)  And they were coupled at the bottom and coupled together at the top by 
one ring. Thus he made both of them for the two corners. 
(Exodus 36:30 NKJV)  So there were eight boards and their sockets; sixteen sockets of silver; two 
sockets under each of the boards. 
(Exodus 36:31 NKJV)  And he made bars of acacia wood: five for the boards on one side of the 
tabernacle, 
(Exodus 36:32 NKJV)  five bars for the boards on the other side of the tabernacle, and five bars for 
the boards of the tabernacle on the far side westward. 
(Exodus 36:33 NKJV)  And he made the middle bar to pass through the boards from one end to 
the other. 
(Exodus 36:34 NKJV)  He overlaid the boards with gold, made their rings of gold to be holders for 
the bars, and overlaid the bars with gold. 
(Exodus 36:35 NKJV)  And he made a veil of blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and fine woven linen; 
it was worked with an artistic design of cherubim. 
(Exodus 36:36 NKJV)  He made for it four pillars of acacia wood, and overlaid them with gold, with 
their hooks of gold; and he cast four sockets of silver for them. 
(Exodus 36:37 NKJV)  He also made a screen for the tabernacle door, of blue, purple, and scarlet 
thread, and fine woven linen, made by a weaver, 
(Exodus 36:38 NKJV)  and its five pillars with their hooks. And he overlaid their capitals and their 
rings with gold, but their five sockets were bronze. 
 



Exodus 37 

 
The Ark of the Covenant: 
(Exodus 37:1 NKJV)  Then Bezalel made the ark of acacia wood; two and a half cubits was its 
length, a cubit and a half its width, and a cubit and a half its height. 
(Exodus 37:2 NKJV)  He overlaid it with pure gold inside and outside, and made a molding of gold 
all around it. 
(Exodus 37:3 NKJV)  And he cast for it four rings of gold to be set in its four corners: two rings on 
one side, and two rings on the other side of it. 
(Exodus 37:4 NKJV)  He made poles of acacia wood, and overlaid them with gold. 
(Exodus 37:5 NKJV)  And he put the poles into the rings at the sides of the ark, to bear the ark. 
(Exodus 37:6 NKJV)  He also made the mercy seat of pure gold; two and a half cubits was its 
length and a cubit and a half its width. 
(Exodus 37:7 NKJV)  He made two cherubim of beaten gold; he made them of one piece at the two 
ends of the mercy seat: 
(Exodus 37:8 NKJV)  one cherub at one end on this side, and the other cherub at the other end on 
that side. He made the cherubim at the two ends of one piece with the mercy seat. 
(Exodus 37:9 NKJV)  The cherubim spread out their wings above, and covered the mercy seat with 
their wings. They faced one another; the faces of the cherubim were toward the mercy seat. 
 
The Table of Showbread: 
(Exodus 37:10 NKJV)  He made the table of acacia wood; two cubits was its length, a cubit its 
width, and a cubit and a half its height. 
(Exodus 37:11 NKJV)  And he overlaid it with pure gold, and made a molding of gold all around it. 
(Exodus 37:12 NKJV)  Also he made a frame of a handbreadth all around it, and made a molding of 
gold for the frame all around it. 
(Exodus 37:13 NKJV)  And he cast for it four rings of gold, and put the rings on the four corners 
that were at its four legs. 
(Exodus 37:14 NKJV)  The rings were close to the frame, as holders for the poles to bear the table. 
(Exodus 37:15 NKJV)  And he made the poles of acacia wood to bear the table, and overlaid them 
with gold. 
 
The Utensils: 
(Exodus 37:16 NKJV)  He made of pure gold the utensils which were on the table: its dishes, its 
cups, its bowls, and its pitchers for pouring. 
 
The Lampstand: 
(Exodus 37:17 NKJV)  He also made the lampstand of pure gold; of hammered work he made the 
lampstand. Its shaft, its branches, its bowls, its ornamental knobs, and its flowers were of the 
same piece. 
(Exodus 37:18 NKJV)  And six branches came out of its sides: three branches of the lampstand 
out of one side, and three branches of the lampstand out of the other side. 
(Exodus 37:19 NKJV)  There were three bowls made like almond blossoms on one branch, with an 
ornamental knob and a flower, and three bowls made like almond blossoms on the other branch, 
with an ornamental knob and a flower; and so for the six branches coming out of the lampstand. 
(Exodus 37:20 NKJV)  And on the lampstand itself were four bowls made like almond blossoms, 
each with its ornamental knob and flower. 
(Exodus 37:21 NKJV)  There was a knob under the first two branches of the same, a knob under 
the second two branches of the same, and a knob under the third two branches of the same, 
according to the six branches extending from it. 
(Exodus 37:22 NKJV)  Their knobs and their branches were of one piece; all of it was one 
hammered piece of pure gold. 
(Exodus 37:23 NKJV)  And he made its seven lamps, its wick-trimmers, and its trays of pure gold. 
(Exodus 37:24 NKJV)  Of a talent of pure gold he made it, with all its utensils. 
 



Altar of Incense: 
(Exodus 37:25 NKJV)  He made the incense altar of acacia wood. Its length was a cubit and its 
width a cubit; it was square; and two cubits was its height. Its horns were of one piece with it. 
(Exodus 37:26 NKJV)  And he overlaid it with pure gold: its top, its sides all around, and its horns. 
He also made for it a molding of gold all around it. 
(Exodus 37:27 NKJV)  He made two rings of gold for it under its molding, by its two corners on 
both sides, as holders for the poles with which to bear it. 
(Exodus 37:28 NKJV)  And he made the poles of acacia wood, and overlaid them with gold. 
 
The Annointing Oil: 
(Exodus 37:29 NKJV)  He also made the holy anointing oil and the pure incense of sweet spices, 
according to the work of the perfumer. 
 



Exodus 38 

 
The Altar of Sacrifice: 
(Exodus 38:1 NKJV)  He made the altar of burnt offering of acacia wood; five cubits was its length 
and five cubits its width; it was square; and its height was three cubits. 
(Exodus 38:2 NKJV)  He made its horns on its four corners; the horns were of one piece with it. 
And he overlaid it with bronze. 
(Exodus 38:3 NKJV)  He made all the utensils for the altar: the pans, the shovels, the basins, the 
forks, and the firepans; all its utensils he made of bronze. 
(Exodus 38:4 NKJV)  And he made a grate of bronze network for the altar, under its rim, midway 
from the bottom. 
(Exodus 38:5 NKJV)  He cast four rings for the four corners of the bronze grating, as holders for 
the poles. 
(Exodus 38:6 NKJV)  And he made the poles of acacia wood, and overlaid them with bronze. 
(Exodus 38:7 NKJV)  Then he put the poles into the rings on the sides of the altar, with which to 
bear it. He made the altar hollow with boards. 
 
The Bronze Laver: 
(Exodus 38:8 NKJV)  He made the laver of bronze and its base of bronze, from the bronze mirrors 
of the serving women who assembled at the door of the tabernacle of meeting. 
 
The Courtyard: 
(Exodus 38:9 NKJV)  Then he made the court on the south side; the hangings of the court were of 
fine woven linen, one hundred cubits long. 
(Exodus 38:10 NKJV)  There were twenty pillars for them, with twenty bronze sockets. The hooks 
of the pillars and their bands were silver. 
(Exodus 38:11 NKJV)  On the north side the hangings were one hundred cubits long, with twenty 
pillars and their twenty bronze sockets. The hooks of the pillars and their bands were silver. 
(Exodus 38:12 NKJV)  And on the west side there were hangings of fifty cubits, with ten pillars and 
their ten sockets. The hooks of the pillars and their bands were silver. 
(Exodus 38:13 NKJV)  For the east side the hangings were fifty cubits. 
(Exodus 38:14 NKJV)  The hangings of one side of the gate were fifteen cubits long, with their 
three pillars and their three sockets, 
(Exodus 38:15 NKJV)  and the same for the other side of the court gate; on this side and that were 
hangings of fifteen cubits, with their three pillars and their three sockets. 
(Exodus 38:16 NKJV)  All the hangings of the court all around were of fine woven linen. 
(Exodus 38:17 NKJV)  The sockets for the pillars were bronze, the hooks of the pillars and their 
bands were silver, and the overlay of their capitals was silver; and all the pillars of the court had 
bands of silver. 
(Exodus 38:18 NKJV)  The screen for the gate of the court was woven of blue, purple, and scarlet 
thread, and of fine woven linen. The length was twenty cubits, and the height along its width was 
five cubits, corresponding to the hangings of the court. 
(Exodus 38:19 NKJV)  And there were four pillars with their four sockets of bronze; their hooks 
were silver, and the overlay of their capitals and their bands was silver. 
(Exodus 38:20 NKJV)  All the pegs of the tabernacle, and of the court all around, were bronze. 
 
The Inventory and the Workers: 
(Exodus 38:21 NKJV)  This is the inventory of the tabernacle, the tabernacle of the Testimony, 
which was counted according to the commandment of Moses, for the service of the Levites, by 
the hand of Ithamar, son of Aaron the priest. 
(Exodus 38:22 NKJV)  Bezalel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, made all that the 
LORD had commanded Moses. 
(Exodus 38:23 NKJV)  And with him was Aholiab the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, an 
engraver and designer, a weaver of blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and of fine linen. 
 



The Gold Inventory: 
(Exodus 38:24 NKJV)  All the gold that was used in all the work of the holy place, that is, the gold 
of the offering, was twenty-nine talents and seven hundred and thirty shekels, according to the 
shekel of the sanctuary. 
 
The Silver Inventory: 
(Exodus 38:25 NKJV)  And the silver from those who were numbered of the congregation was one 
hundred talents and one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five shekels, according to the 
shekel of the sanctuary: 
(Exodus 38:26 NKJV)  a bekah for each man (that is, half a shekel, according to the shekel of the 
sanctuary), for everyone included in the numbering from twenty years old and above, for six 
hundred and three thousand, five hundred and fifty men. 
(Exodus 38:27 NKJV)  And from the hundred talents of silver were cast the sockets of the 
sanctuary and the bases of the veil: one hundred sockets from the hundred talents, one talent for 
each socket. 
(Exodus 38:28 NKJV)  Then from the one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five shekels he 
made hooks for the pillars, overlaid their capitals, and made bands for them. 
 
The Bronze Offering: 
(Exodus 38:29 NKJV)  The offering of bronze was seventy talents and two thousand four hundred 
shekels. 
(Exodus 38:30 NKJV)  And with it he made the sockets for the door of the tabernacle of meeting, 
the bronze altar, the bronze grating for it, and all the utensils for the altar, 
(Exodus 38:31 NKJV)  the sockets for the court all around, the bases for the court gate, all the 
pegs for the tabernacle, and all the pegs for the court all around. 
 



Exodus 39 

 
Holy Garments for Arron and the Priests: 
(Exodus 39:1 NKJV)  Of the blue, purple, and scarlet thread they made garments of ministry, for 
ministering in the holy place, and made the holy garments for Aaron, as the LORD had 
commanded Moses. 
 
The Ephod: 
(Exodus 39:2 NKJV)  He made the ephod of gold, blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and of fine 
woven linen. 
(Exodus 39:3 NKJV)  And they beat the gold into thin sheets and cut it into threads, to work it in 
with the blue, purple, and scarlet thread and the fine linen, into artistic designs. 
(Exodus 39:4 NKJV)  They made shoulder straps for it to couple it together; it was coupled 
together at its two edges. 
(Exodus 39:5 NKJV)  And the intricately woven band of his ephod that was on it was of the same 
workmanship, woven of gold, blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and of fine woven linen, as the 
LORD had commanded Moses. 
(Exodus 39:6 NKJV)  And they set onyx stones, enclosed in settings of gold; they were engraved, 
as signets are engraved, with the names of the sons of Israel. 
(Exodus 39:7 NKJV)  He put them on the shoulders of the ephod as memorial stones for the sons 
of Israel, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 
 
The Breastplate: 
(Exodus 39:8 NKJV)  And he made the breastplate, artistically woven like the workmanship of the 
ephod, of gold, blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and of fine woven linen. 
(Exodus 39:9 NKJV)  They made the breastplate square by doubling it; a span was its length and a 
span its width when doubled. 
(Exodus 39:10 NKJV)  And they set in it four rows of stones: a row with a sardius, a topaz, and an 
emerald was the first row; 
(Exodus 39:11 NKJV)  the second row, a turquoise, a sapphire, and a diamond; 
(Exodus 39:12 NKJV)  the third row, a jacinth, an agate, and an amethyst; 
(Exodus 39:13 NKJV)  the fourth row, a beryl, an onyx, and a jasper. They were enclosed in 
settings of gold in their mountings. 
(Exodus 39:14 NKJV)  There were twelve stones according to the names of the sons of Israel: 
according to their names, engraved like a signet, each one with its own name according to the 
twelve tribes. 
(Exodus 39:15 NKJV)  And they made chains for the breastplate at the ends, like braided cords of 
pure gold. 
(Exodus 39:16 NKJV)  They also made two settings of gold and two gold rings, and put the two 
rings on the two ends of the breastplate. 
(Exodus 39:17 NKJV)  And they put the two braided chains of gold in the two rings on the ends of 
the breastplate. 
(Exodus 39:18 NKJV)  The two ends of the two braided chains they fastened in the two settings, 
and put them on the shoulder straps of the ephod in the front. 
(Exodus 39:19 NKJV)  And they made two rings of gold and put them on the two ends of the 
breastplate, on the edge of it, which was on the inward side of the ephod. 
(Exodus 39:20 NKJV)  They made two other gold rings and put them on the two shoulder straps, 
underneath the ephod toward its front, right at the seam above the intricately woven band of the 
ephod. 
(Exodus 39:21 NKJV)  And they bound the breastplate by means of its rings to the rings of the 
ephod with a blue cord, so that it would be above the intricately woven band of the ephod, and 
that the breastplate would not come loose from the ephod, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 
 
The Robe: 
(Exodus 39:22 NKJV)  He made the robe of the ephod of woven work, all of blue. 



(Exodus 39:23 NKJV)  And there was an opening in the middle of the robe, like the opening in a 
coat of mail, with a woven binding all around the opening, so that it would not tear. 
(Exodus 39:24 NKJV)  They made on the hem of the robe pomegranates of blue, purple, and 
scarlet, and of fine woven linen. 
(Exodus 39:25 NKJV)  And they made bells of pure gold, and put the bells between the 
pomegranates on the hem of the robe all around between the pomegranates: 
(Exodus 39:26 NKJV)  a bell and a pomegranate, a bell and a pomegranate, all around the hem of 
the robe to minister in, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 
 
The Tunic, Turban, and Sash: 
(Exodus 39:27 NKJV)  They made tunics, artistically woven of fine linen, for Aaron and his sons, 
(Exodus 39:28 NKJV)  a turban of fine linen, exquisite hats of fine linen, short trousers of fine 
woven linen, 
(Exodus 39:29 NKJV)  and a sash of fine woven linen with blue, purple, and scarlet thread, made 
by a weaver, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 
 
The Holy Crown Plate: 
(Exodus 39:30 NKJV)  Then they made the plate of the holy crown of pure gold, and wrote on it an 
inscription like the engraving of a signet: HOLINESS TO THE LORD. 
(Exodus 39:31 NKJV)  And they tied to it a blue cord, to fasten it above on the turban, as the LORD 
had commanded Moses. 
 
The items individually fininshed and brought to Moses: 
(Exodus 39:32 NKJV)  Thus all the work of the tabernacle of the tent of meeting was finished. And 
the children of Israel did according to all that the LORD had commanded Moses; so they did. 
(Exodus 39:33 NKJV)  And they brought the tabernacle to Moses, the tent and all its furnishings: 
its clasps, its boards, its bars, its pillars, and its sockets; 
(Exodus 39:34 NKJV)  the covering of ram skins dyed red, the covering of badger skins, and the 
veil of the covering; 
(Exodus 39:35 NKJV)  the ark of the Testimony with its poles, and the mercy seat; 
(Exodus 39:36 NKJV)  the table, all its utensils, and the showbread; 
(Exodus 39:37 NKJV)  the pure gold lampstand with its lamps (the lamps set in order), all its 
utensils, and the oil for light; 
(Exodus 39:38 NKJV)  the gold altar, the anointing oil, and the sweet incense; the screen for the 
tabernacle door; 
(Exodus 39:39 NKJV)  the bronze altar, its grate of bronze, its poles, and all its utensils; the laver 
with its base; 
(Exodus 39:40 NKJV)  the hangings of the court, its pillars and its sockets, the screen for the court 
gate, its cords, and its pegs; all the utensils for the service of the tabernacle, for the tent of 
meeting; 
(Exodus 39:41 NKJV)  and the garments of ministry, to minister in the holy place: the holy 
garments for Aaron the priest, and his sons’ garments, to minister as priests. 
(Exodus 39:42 NKJV)  According to all that the LORD had commanded Moses, so the children of 
Israel did all the work. 
  
Moses Inspects the Work: 
(Exodus 39:43 NKJV)  Then Moses looked over all the work, and indeed they had done it; as the 
LORD had commanded, just so they had done it. And Moses blessed them. 
 



Exodus 40 

 
Erecting the Tabernacle 
(Exodus 40:1 NKJV)  Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 
(Exodus 40:2 NKJV)  "On the first day of the first month you shall set up the tabernacle of the tent 
of meeting. 
 
The Order of bringing in the Furniture to the Holy Place and Holy of Holies: 
(Exodus 40:3 NKJV)  "You shall put in it the ark of the Testimony, and partition off the ark with the 
veil. 
(Exodus 40:4 NKJV)  "You shall bring in the table and arrange the things that are to be set in order 
on it; and you shall bring in the lampstand and light its lamps. 
(Exodus 40:5 NKJV)  "You shall also set the altar of gold for the incense before the ark of the 
Testimony, and put up the screen for the door of the tabernacle. 
(Exodus 40:6 NKJV)  "Then you shall set the altar of the burnt offering before the door of the 
tabernacle of the tent of meeting. 
(Exodus 40:7 NKJV)  "And you shall set the laver between the tabernacle of meeting and the altar, 
and put water in it. 
 
After the Holy Place then the Courtyard was to be set-up: 
(Exodus 40:8 NKJV)  "You shall set up the court all around, and hang up the screen at the court 
gate. 
 
Then everything was to be anointed with the anointing oil 
(Exodus 40:9 NKJV)  "And you shall take the anointing oil, and anoint the tabernacle and all that is 
in it; and you shall hallow it and all its utensils, and it shall be holy. 
(Exodus 40:10 NKJV)  "You shall anoint the altar of the burnt offering and all its utensils, and 
consecrate the altar. The altar shall be most holy. 
(Exodus 40:11 NKJV)  "And you shall anoint the laver and its base, and consecrate it. 
 
The Consecration of Arron: 
(Exodus 40:12 NKJV)  "Then you shall bring Aaron and his sons to the door of the tabernacle of 
meeting and wash them with water. 
(Exodus 40:13 NKJV)  "You shall put the holy garments on Aaron, and anoint him and consecrate 
him, that he may minister to Me as priest. 
(Exodus 40:14 NKJV)  "And you shall bring his sons and clothe them with tunics. 
(Exodus 40:15 NKJV)  "You shall anoint them, as you anointed their father, that they may minister 
to Me as priests; for their anointing shall surely be an everlasting priesthood throughout their 
generations." 
 
Raising the Tabernacle Up: 
(Exodus 40:16 NKJV)  Thus Moses did; according to all that the LORD had commanded him, so he 
did. 
(Exodus 40:17 NKJV)  And it came to pass in the first month of the second year, on the first day of 
the month, that the tabernacle was raised up. 
 
Raising up the Tent (Holy Place and Holy of Holies) 
(Exodus 40:18 NKJV)  So Moses raised up the tabernacle, fastened its sockets, set up its boards, 
put in its bars, and raised up its pillars. 
(Exodus 40:19 NKJV)  And he spread out the tent over the tabernacle and put the covering of the 
tent on top of it, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 
 
Bringing in the Furniture: 
(Exodus 40:20 NKJV)  He took the Testimony and put it into the ark, inserted the poles through the 
rings of the ark, and put the mercy seat on top of the ark. 



(Exodus 40:21 NKJV)  And he brought the ark into the tabernacle, hung up the veil of the covering, 
and partitioned off the ark of the Testimony, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 
(Exodus 40:22 NKJV)  He put the table in the tabernacle of meeting, on the north side of the 
tabernacle, outside the veil; 
(Exodus 40:23 NKJV)  and he set the bread in order upon it before the LORD, as the LORD had 
commanded Moses. 
(Exodus 40:24 NKJV)  He put the lampstand in the tabernacle of meeting, across from the table, on 
the south side of the tabernacle; 
(Exodus 40:25 NKJV)  and he lit the lamps before the LORD, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 
(Exodus 40:26 NKJV)  He put the gold altar in the tabernacle of meeting in front of the veil; 
(Exodus 40:27 NKJV)  and he burned sweet incense on it, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 
(Exodus 40:28 NKJV)  He hung up the screen at the door of the tabernacle. 
(Exodus 40:29 NKJV)  And he put the altar of burnt offering before the door of the tabernacle of 
the tent of meeting, and offered upon it the burnt offering and the grain offering, as the LORD had 
commanded Moses. 
(Exodus 40:30 NKJV)  He set the laver between the tabernacle of meeting and the altar, and put 
water there for washing; 
(Exodus 40:31 NKJV)  and Moses, Aaron, and his sons would wash their hands and their feet with 
water from it. 
(Exodus 40:32 NKJV)  Whenever they went into the tabernacle of meeting, and when they came 
near the altar, they washed, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 
 
Raising up the Courtyard / The Work Finished: 
(Exodus 40:33 NKJV)  And he raised up the court all around the tabernacle and the altar, and hung 
up the screen of the court gate. So Moses finished the work. 
 
The Glory of God fills the Tabernacle: 
(Exodus 40:34 NKJV)  Then the cloud covered the tabernacle of meeting, and the glory of the 
LORD filled the tabernacle. 
(Exodus 40:35 NKJV)  And Moses was not able to enter the tabernacle of meeting, because the 
cloud rested above it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 
 
Presence not since Eden / Precious Metals / Just expensive Tent without His Presence 
Amazing to consider what is happening here; this is the first time since Eden that God’s presence dwells 
among His people.  It is estimated that it was 2000 pounds of gold (1 ton), 3 and a quarter tons of silver, 
and 2 and a quarter tons of bronze.  All those precious metals, the value of the tabernacle estimated at 60 
billion dollars of todays market value, yet without the presence of God, it was just and expensive tent.  I’d 
rather meet in a tent with the presence of God, than a beautiful expensive building with no presence. 
 
Blinded Moses Eyes 
With all that gold and silver covering the boards of the Tabernacle it would be impossible for Moses to 
enter into the Tabernacle because he would be blinded by the glory of God reflecting off the gold. 
 
Cloud by Day – Fire by Night 
(Exodus 40:36 NKJV)  Whenever the cloud was taken up from above the tabernacle, the children 
of Israel would go onward in all their journeys. 
(Exodus 40:37 NKJV)  But if the cloud was not taken up, then they did not journey till the day that 
it was taken up. 
(Exodus 40:38 NKJV)  For the cloud of the LORD was above the tabernacle by day, and fire was 
over it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel, throughout all their journeys. 
 
So they moved not until the Lord moved, a final word for all believers, that we move not unless the Lord 
first goes before us. 

 



FINISHING THE WORK 
 
Moses was Faithful to Finish 
The project was immense, but Moses finished the work. And because of this, the writer to the Book of 
Hebrews declares Moses was faithful in all his house (Hebrews 3:5). In other words, he was faithful in all 
that he did.  
Heb 3:5 (NKJV) 5And Moses indeed was faithful in all His house as a servant, for a testimony of those things which would be 

spoken afterward,  
 
Noah Finished 
Even though it took him one hundred years, Noah was another one who finished the work—and I’m so 
glad he did, for if he hadn’t we’d be all wet!  
Gen 7:5 - 6 (NKJV) 5And Noah did according to all that the LORD commanded him.  6Noah was six hundred years old when the 
floodwaters were on the earth. 
 
Nehemiah Finished 
Nehemiah was another Old Testament hero who was faithful to finish the task to which God had called 
him. Following the Babylonian captivity, Nehemiah was the man sent by God back to Jerusalem to rebuild 
the wall. But when he arrived, he found no shortage of opposition…“Even if you do finish the wall,” 
mocked two men named Tobiah and Sanballat, “if a fox walks along the top of it, the whole thing will 
topple,” (Nehemiah 4:3).  In addition, Nehemiah’s own helpers, the tribe of Judah, came to him and said, 
“This job is too difficult.” But the Word says Nehemiah set his mind to the work and continued on 
(Nehemiah 4:6).  Realizing the wall was indeed going up, Tobiah and Sanballat changed their tactic and 
sent messengers to Nehemiah, saying, “Meet us in the valley of the plan of Ono and let us talk together.” 
“I’ll not leave the task the Lord has called me to complete,” answered Nehemiah (Nehemiah 6:3). 
A short time later, a man in the temple sent a message to Nehemiah, saying, “Come into the temple and 
let us seek God together.”  But perceiving something was wrong, Nehemiah said, “I’m not going to the 
temple even though it’s seemingly spiritual because the Lord has set before me a task and I will not 
leave” (Nehemiah 6:11).  Within fifty-two days, the wall was completed because God honored 
Nehemiah’s tenacity and anointed his perseverance. 
Neh 6:3 (NKJV) 3So I sent messengers to them, saying, “I am doing a great work, so that I cannot come down. Why should the 
work cease while I leave it and go down to you?” 
 
Jesus Finished 
But no one had a greater task, no one a grander finish than the One who would say, “Father, I have 
glorified Thee and finished the Work Thou hast given Me to do” (John 17:4). Oh, there were still 
thousands who needed to be healed, thousands who needed to be taught, thousands who needed 
deliverance from demons. There was still much to be done. But Jesus always ministered according to the 
direction of His Father rather than according to the needs of those around Him.  That is why when His 
mother hinted that He should do something miraculous at the wedding in Cana, and when His brothers 
told Him He should go to the feast in Jerusalem, He was able to say, “Mine hour is not yet come,” with 
confidence and serenity.  “Come quickly,” said Mary and Martha. “The one whom Thou lovest is sick.” 
Jesus didn’t come immediately. Their brother died. And the Father worked a miracle when He resurrected 
Lazarus from the dead (John 11). Jesus always moved in obedience to the Father’s directing. And thus, 
although there was much to be done in the eyes of men, He was able to say He had finished the work His 
Father had given Him to do. 
John 17:4 - 5 (NKJV) 4I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work which You have given Me to do.  5And now, O 
Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was. 
 
Paul Finished 
Moses finished the work. Noah finished the work. Nehemiah finished the work. And in his last letter 
penned before his pending execution, the apostle Paul said, “I have fought the good fight. I have finished 
the course”  
2 Tim 4:7 - 8 (NKJV) 7I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.  8Finally, there is laid up for me the 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have 
loved His appearing. 
 



How about You 
How about you? Do you know the work God is calling you to do, is it your marriage, your children, your 
ministry? If not, here are three principles for you to consider… 
 
Receive Direction from God Daily 
In the first chapter of Marks’ Gospel, we see Jesus ministering all day long. He taught the Word, healed 
the sick, delivered the oppressed—so much so that the whole city came and gathered outside the door 
where He was preaching. Yet Mark records that the next morning, a great while before the sun rose, He 
went into a solitary place and prayed. If there was ever a time Jesus would have been justified in sleeping 
in, that would have been the day. But the One who was able to say, “I have finished the work Thou hast 
called Me to do,” was One who received daily instruction from His Father.  This is such an important, 
foundational principle—for if we don’t capture the day in the morning, we’ll be held captive by the day as it 
unfolds. We’ll find ourselves influenced by events, confused by opportunities, pressured by demands. 
Therefore, I believe the Lord would have us, morning by morning with pencil and paper in hand, say, 
“Father, what do You want me to do today?”  And His answer might be something as simple as, “Write a 
letter to your mother.” Or the task might be something as complicated as purchasing a Greek Lexicon in 
preparation for further ministry. The Lord will lay on your heart specific things He wants you to 
accomplish. And at the end of the day, you will know if you finished the work. If this step is omitted, you’ll 
wander and squander your years away, always under the deluded deception that next year you’ll get it 
together, that next year your life will count, that next year you’ll accomplish something of eternal value. 
But next year will never come. 
 
Allow Reflection Upon God Weekly 
Our Maker and Master, Designer, and Creator said we should have a day of Sabbath, a day of reflection, 
a day of meditation. It doesn’t matter which day it is, but, as His created beings, we need to follow His 
instructions.  “Man wasn’t made for the Sabbath,” Jesus said, “but the Sabbath for man” (Mark 2:27). The 
Sabbath is for man’s benefit, for our well-being. If you set apart one day to concentrate on the things of 
God, to meditate on the Word of God, to reflect on where you’ve been that week and where you’re going 
the next, you will find your other six days much more productive than if you sought to squeeze in some 
extra hours of work. The Sabbath provides perfect opportunity to slow down physically, to tune in 
spiritually, to be refreshed mentally.   
 
Seek Specific Vision from God Periodically 
Moses was able to finish the work of the tabernacle because he knew precisely how to build it. How did 
he know? As he spent forty days on Mt. Sinai in fasting and prayer, God laid out a perfect pattern for him 
to follow.  “I wish God would give me a blueprint,” we say. “If He would give a plan to me, I would follow 
it.” But do we take forty days to seek Him for it? How about four days—or even four hours? Paul spent 
three years in the deserts of Arabia getting the divine pattern for His life. Jesus spent thirty years tuned in 
to the Father before He ministered publicly for three years. So, too, we need times where we seek God 
fervently and expectantly.   
 
Example 
For an example of how this happens, turn to the Book of Habakkuk…Habakkuk’s name means 
“Wrestler”—an appropriate name for this one who wrestled with why God wasn’t doing more to combat 
the evil in the world around him. And in his life, we see three characteristics of those who seriously seek 
specific vision from God.  
Hab 2:1 - 2 (NKJV) 1    I will stand my watch     And set myself on the rampart,     And watch to see what He will say to me,     And 
what I will answer when I am corrected. 2Then the LORD answered me and said:     “Write the vision     And make it plain on tablets, 
    That he may run who reads it. 
 
First 
The first characteristic is determination. Habakkuk didn’t say, “I should stand upon my watch,” or, “I think 
I’ll stand upon my watch,” but, “I will stand upon my watch.”  “You will find Me when you search for Me 
with all your heart,” God declared (Jeremiah 29:13). As it did for Habakkuk, there must come a point in 
our lives when we are determined to seek the Lord if we truly expect to hear from Him. 



Jer 29:11 - 13 (NKJV) 11For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give 
you a future and a hope.  12Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, and I will listen to you.  13And you will seek Me and 
find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart.  

 
Second 
Secondly, we see the importance of isolation. I have found that when I’m in desperate need of vision and 
direction, I must get away from the telephone, radio, television, away from the clamor and clutter of the 
world. Wherever your “high tower” might be, find a place where you won’t be distracted by the needs that 
incessantly pull at you if you want to hear what it is God would have you do. 
 
Thirdly 
Finally, we see Habakkuk’s expectation. He didn’t say, “I’ll watch to see if God will speak to me,” but, “I’ll 
watch to see what God will say to me.”   
“He that comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek 
Him,” declares the writer of the Book of Hebrews (11:6).  
Heb 11:6 (NKJV) 6But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a 
rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. 

 
James echoes this when he writes, 
If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it 
shall be given him. But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the 
sea driven with the wind and tossed. For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord.      
James 1:5 - 8 (NKJV) 5If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be 
given to him.  6But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind.  
7For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord;  8he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. 
 
Determination, Isolation, Expectation 
If I approach God but don’t expect to receive from Him, I won’t.  Determination, isolation, expectation—as 
these three components become part of my life, I’ll find direction. And if I’ve dropped the ball, missed 
opportunities, failed miserably?  I simply go to the Cross, where the One who finished the Work died to 
cleanse me completely—and I begin again. 
 
Freedom in Finished Work / Well Done 
Oh, that we might be a people who find freedom in the Finished Work of the Cross, that we might finish 
the work God has called us to do, like Paul we mays say we have finished, and that we might hear Him 
say, “Well done, good and faithful servants.” 
In Jesus’ name.   
2 Tim 4:7 - 8 (NKJV) 7I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.  8Finally, there is laid up for me the 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have 
loved His appearing.  
 
Matt 25:21 (NKJV) 21His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you 
ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’  
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