
 

OVERVIEW 
​
“Presence Over Performance: Building God's Temple Within” 
 
Sermon Summary: This sermon explores the construction of Solomon's temple and its 
spiritual significance, drawing parallels between the physical temple and the believer's 
heart as God's dwelling place. It emphasizes that God desires faithful fellowship over 
mere ritual, and that true worship stems from a transformed heart rather than outward 
religious performance. Pastor Michael challenges listeners to prioritize genuine 
relationship with God and to actively make disciples, warning against the dangers of 
formalism and empty religious activity. 
 
Key Points: 
- God desires faithful hearts more than flawless rituals 
- The temple's worth lies in fostering an obedient, loving relationship between God and 
His people 
- Time, energy, and resources indicate what we truly worship 
- True worship manifests as humble prayers and sincere devotion 
- Religious activity without transformation invites God's discipline 
- Believers are now the living temple of God through Christ 
 
Scripture Reference: 
- 1 Kings 6-9 (focus on the construction and dedication of Solomon's temple) 
 
Stories: 
- The story of William Wilberforce and his transformation from a nominal Christian to a 
passionate abolitionist 
- The narrative of Solomon building the temple and his palace complex 
- Brief mention of Jesus clearing the temple and declaring it should be a house of prayer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Small Group Discussion Guide 
 
Opening Question: 
What is one historical or modern figure whose life you believe truly exemplified their 
beliefs and values? How did their lifestyle impact their legacy? 
 
Simple Understanding 
1. What was the main theme of the sermon "Presence Over Performance" and how does 
it relate to the construction of Solomon’s temple? 
2. What does the sermon suggest about the symbolism of the temple's dimensions and 
opulence? 
 
Personal Reflection 
3. Can you relate to the struggle of balancing personal desires with spiritual 
commitments, as discussed in Solomon’s case? 
4. Have you ever felt like your relationship with God is more about ritual than a genuine 
connection? How did you realize this? 
 
Critical Thinking 
5. Based on the sermon, how does the story of William Wilberforce illustrate the 
difference between religious formality and genuine faith? 
6. What parallels can you draw between the temple’s significance in Solomon’s time and 
the role of church community today? 
 
Application and Action 
7. In what ways can you prioritize ‘presence over performance’ in your personal spiritual 
practices? 
8. How can we ensure that our church remains a place of true worship and not just a 
house of rituals? 
 
Deeper Reflection 
9. What steps can we take to move from a mindset of performing for God to truly 
dwelling in His presence? 
10. How can we use the lessons from Solomon’s temple and Jesus’ teachings to 
influence and disciple the next generation effectively? 
 
 
 



 

Practical Applications: 
 

1. How can we focus on ‘presence over performance’ in our daily prayers? 
Suggested Answer: Consider incorporating moments of silence into your prayer time to 
focus on simply being in God’s presence. Rather than rushing through a list of prayer 
requests, spend time just sitting with God, expressing what's truly on your heart and 
listening for His voice. 
 
2. In what ways can we identify and address competing desires in our lives, similar to 
Solomon's divided loyalties? 
Suggested Answer: Start by evaluating where you dedicate your time, energy, and 
resources. Recognize areas where your personal aspirations might overshadow your 
spiritual commitments. Afterwards, intentionally allocate time for spiritual growth, like 
joining Bible studies, serving in church, or setting aside daily devotion time. 
 
3. What steps can we take to ensure our worship is genuine and not merely a 
formality? 
Suggested Answer: Reflect on the motivations behind your worship practices. Engage 
with worship personally by journaling your faith journey or discussing your beliefs with 
close friends or a mentor. Regularly ask God for guidance to keep your heart sincere and 
focused on Him during worship. 
 
4. What practical actions can you take to disciple others, in line with the importance of 
generational faithfulness highlighted in the sermon? 
Suggested Answer: Start by building relationships with younger members of the 
congregation or your family. Mentor someone in their faith journey by sharing your 
experiences, reading scripture together, and praying for one another. You can also lead 
or participate in forums or Bible study groups that cater to different age groups to 
encourage spiritual growth across generations. 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 

Supplemental Discussion Questions 
 
How does the concept of 'presence over performance' challenge our typical approach to 
worship and relationship with God? 
 
In what ways might we be building our own 'palaces' that rival or overshadow our 
devotion to God, similar to Solomon's actions? 
 
How can we ensure that our religious activities are not just empty rituals but lead to 
genuine transformation, as warned against in the sermon? 
 
What parallels can we draw between the physical temple Solomon built and the idea of 
our bodies as temples of the Holy Spirit? 
 
How does the story of William Wilberforce illustrate the difference between outward 
religious observance and inward spiritual transformation? 
 
In what ways might we be failing to 'disciple the coming generation,' and what can we 
do to address this challenge? 
 
How does Jesus fulfill and transform the concept of God dwelling with His people that 
was symbolized by the temple? 
 
What does it mean practically to 'worship in spirit and in truth' in our daily lives? 
 
How can we cultivate a 'humble approach of needy hearts' in our prayer life and overall 
relationship with God? 
 
In light of the sermon's emphasis on heart change, how can we guard against falling 
into formalism in our spiritual practices? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

5 Day Devotional 
 

Day 1: The Foundation of Faithful Fellowship 
Reading: 1 Kings 6:11-13, John 14:23-24 
Devotional: God's desire for a relationship with His people is evident throughout Scripture. In 1 Kings, we see God 
reminding Solomon that His presence among the people is contingent on their faithfulness. This echoes Jesus' 
words in John, where He promises that those who love Him will keep His word, and the Father will make His home 
with them. Today, reflect on the quality of your relationship with God. Are you merely going through religious 
motions, or are you actively cultivating a loving, obedient relationship with Him? Remember, God desires faithful 
hearts more than flawless rituals. How can you deepen your fellowship with God today? 
 
Day 2: The Temple of the Holy Spirit 
Reading: 1 Corinthians 3:16-17, 1 Peter 2:4-5 
Devotional: The magnificent temple Solomon built was a physical representation of God's presence among His 
people. However, through Christ, we now understand that believers themselves are God's temple. The Holy Spirit 
dwells within us, making us living stones in a spiritual house. Consider the profound implications of being God's 
temple. How does this change your perspective on your daily life and choices? Just as Solomon adorned the temple 
with precious materials, how can you "adorn" your life to reflect God's glory? Remember, you are holy and precious 
to God – live in a manner worthy of His presence within you. 
 
Day 3: The Danger of Divided Hearts 
Reading: 1 Kings 3:3, James 4:1-3 
Devotional: Solomon's story serves as a cautionary tale about the danger of divided loyalties. While he loved the 
Lord, he also loved himself and his own pleasures. This internal conflict eventually led to his downfall. James 
reminds us that our internal wars and conflicts stem from our competing desires. Examine your own heart today. 
Where are your loyalties divided? What competes with God for your affection, time, and resources? Ask the Holy 
Spirit to reveal areas where you need to surrender more fully to God's will. Pray for an undivided heart that seeks 
God above all else. 
 
Day 4: True Worship in Spirit and Truth 
Reading: John 4:23-24, Hebrews 10:19-22 
Devotional: Jesus redefined worship, shifting the focus from a physical location to a spiritual reality. True worship 
isn't about elaborate buildings or rituals, but about approaching God with a sincere heart through Christ. The temple 
veil has been torn, giving us direct access to the Father. Reflect on your own approach to worship. Do you 
sometimes fall into the trap of equating worship with mere attendance at religious services? How can you cultivate a 
lifestyle of worship that permeates every aspect of your life? Remember, God is seeking those who will worship Him 
in spirit and truth. Commit to being that kind of worshiper today. 
 
Day 5: The Transforming Power of the Gospel 
Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:17, Romans 12:1-2 
Devotional: The story of William Wilberforce reminds us of the transformative power of a genuine encounter with 
Christ. It wasn't his religious observances that changed the world, but his transformed heart and renewed mind. 
Similarly, Paul tells us that in Christ, we are new creations, called to be living sacrifices. Consider your own journey 
of faith. Have you experienced the transforming power of the gospel? If so, how has it changed your priorities, 
actions, and worldview? If not, what's holding you back from fully surrendering to Christ? Remember, no amount of 
self-improvement can substitute for the radical transformation that comes through faith in Jesus. Pray for a renewed 
mind and heart that increasingly reflects Christ's character. 


