OVERVIEW
Title: The Quest for Wisdom

Sermon Summary: This sermon explores the story of Solomon asking God for wisdom,
emphasizing the importance of seeking godly wisdom in our lives. It contrasts the
danger of a divided heart with the delight of pursuing God's wisdom. The pastor
highlights how wisdom is essential for navigating life's challenges, from personal
relationships to spiritual warfare, and provides practical steps for obtaining wisdom
through dependence on God, serving others, studying Scripture, seeking counsel, and
reflecting Jesus.

Key Points:

- The danger of a divided heart in our relationship with God

- The importance of seeking godly wisdom above material wealth or power

- Wisdom is necessary for all aspects of life, including work, relationships, and facing
death

- Practical steps to obtain wisdom: asking God, serving others, studying Scripture,
fearing the Lord, seeking counsel, and reflecting Jesus

- The wisest decision one can make is to give their life to Jesus

Scripture Reference:
- 1 Kings 3:1-15 (Solomon's request for wisdom)
- Various Proverbs references (e.g., Proverbs 8:11, 11:2, 1:7)

Stories:

- NBC's "Three Wishes" reality show, where people were asked what they would wish for
if money was no object

- Solomon's judgment between two mothers claiming the same baby (1 Kings 3:16-28)

- Hypothetical scenario of serving brownies made with bleach instead of vegetable oil to
illustrate the danger of compromise in following God



Small Group Discussion Guide

Opening Question:
If you were offered one wish that would be granted, what would you ask for and why?

Simple Understanding:
1. What was Solomon's request when God asked him what he wanted, and why did he
ask for this instead of something else?

2. How did God respond to Solomon'’s request, and what were the additional blessings
God promised him?

Personal Reflection:
3. Have you ever faced a situation where you felt inadequate? How did you handle it, and
what did you learn from that experience?

4. Can you identify a time in your life where your heart felt divided in your devotion to
God? How did you manage those feelings or decisions?

Critical Thinking:
5. Why do you think Solomon, despite his wisdom, fell into the trap of a divided heart?
How can this relate to challenges we face in modern life?

6. Discuss the role of wisdom in your everyday life choices. How do you differentiate
between knowledge and wisdom?

Application and Action
7. What steps can you take to ensure your heart is wholly devoted to God, avoiding the

pitfalls of a divided heart like Solomon's?

8. Identify a specific area in your life where you need wisdom. What practical steps can
you take this week to seek God's wisdom in this area?

Deeper Reflection:
9. How does the concept of wisdom in the Bible differ from the world’s view of wisdom?

10. Reflect on the role of scripture in gaining wisdom. How has reading the Bible
influenced your decision-making and discernment processes?



Practical Applications:

1. How can we identify areas in our lives where our hearts might be divided in
devotion to God, similar to Solomon'’s situation?

Suggested Answer: We can start by conducting regular self-assessments,
evaluating our priorities and where we spend most of our time and energy.
Praying and asking the Holy Spirit to reveal areas of divided loyalty can also be a
powerful step. Accountability with trusted friends or mentors can help us see
blind spots we might miss on our own.

2. What are some practical ways to seek and apply godly wisdom in
decision-making processes at work or at home?

Suggested Answer: Begin by praying for wisdom as James 1:5 suggests.
Additionally, studying Scripture for guidance and surrounding oneself with wise
counsel from godly people are important. Reflecting on past decisions and their
outcomes can provide insights, and remaining humble and teachable in all
situations can pave the way for applying wisdom effectively.

3. What might be some common "substitutes” that Christians use in their
spiritual recipe that, like the bleach in the brownie analogy, lead to compromises
in their faith?

Suggested Answer: Common substitutes might include prioritizing work or
hobbies over time with God, relying on worldly values for success instead of
biblical principles, or allowing cultural trends to dictate behaviors and beliefs.
These can lead to spiritual compromise if not addressed with intentionality and a
focus on biblical truth.

4. How do we ensure that our actions reflect Jesus to a watching world,
especially in challenging circumstances?

Suggested Answer: By continuously cultivating our relationship with Christ
through prayer and scripture study, we can ensure our actions align with His
character. We can also ask ourselves before making decisions, "Does this reflect
the love, integrity, and grace of Jesus?" Engaging in community service, showing
kindness in difficult situations, and practicing forgiveness can amplify our
reflection of Christ in everyday life.



Supplemental Discussion Questions

How might our lives change if we approached God with the same humility and
recognition of our inadequacies as Solomon did when he asked for wisdom?

How does the concept of a 'divided heart' manifest in our modern lives, and what steps
can we take to align our hearts more fully with God?

In what ways do we sometimes compromise in our worship or devotion to God, and how
can we identify and address these areas of compromise?

How can we cultivate a heart that values wisdom over worldly pursuits like wealth,
power, or revenge?

What are some practical ways we can seek God's wisdom in our daily decision-making
processes?

In what situations do you find it most challenging to apply biblical wisdom, and why?

How might our relationships and communities be transformed if we consistently sought
wisdom that benefits others rather than just ourselves?

What role does the 'fear of the Lord' play in acquiring true wisdom, and how can we
cultivate this fear in a healthy way?

How can we balance seeking godly counsel from others with directly seeking wisdom
from God through prayer and Scripture?

In what ways does pursuing Christ-like wisdom challenge or contrast with what the
world typically considers wise or successful?



5 Day Devotional

Day 1: Seeking God's Wisdom

Reading: 1 Kings 3:1-14, Proverbs 2:1-6

Devotional: Solomon's request for wisdom teaches us a profound lesson about priorities. When given the
opportunity to ask for anything, he chose understanding and discernment to lead God's people. This
reflects a heart that values God's purposes above personal gain. Today, consider what you would ask for
if God gave you the same opportunity. Are your desires aligned with God's will for your life? Pray for
wisdom to discern God's calling and the courage to pursue it, even when it means setting aside personal
ambitions. Remember, true wisdom begins with reverence for God and a humble recognition of our need
for His guidance.

Day 2: The Danger of a Divided Heart

Reading: 1 Kings 3:16-28, James 1:5-8

Devotional: Solomon's story is a cautionary tale about the perils of a divided heart. Despite his
God-given wisdom, he allowed other influences to compromise his devotion. Reflect on areas in your life
where you might be compromising your faith. Are there "high places" in your life - areas where you've
adopted worldly practices that don't align with God's ways? Ask God to reveal any divided loyalties in your
heart. Commit to pursuing wholehearted devotion to God, recognizing that true fulfillment comes only
through complete surrender to Him.

Day 3: The Power of Godly Wisdom

Reading: 1 Kings 4:1-19, Colossians 2:1-3

Devotional: Wisdom is portrayed as more valuable than material riches. In a world that often prioritizes
wealth and status, how can we cultivate a deeper appreciation for godly wisdom? Consider how wisdom
has guided you in past decisions. How might seeking God's wisdom change your approach to current
challenges? Remember that all true wisdom is found in Christ. As you face decisions today, consciously
seek His perspective rather than relying solely on human understanding. Pray for the Holy Spirit to
illuminate God's wisdom in your daily life.

Day 4: Humility in Leadership and Service

Reading: 1 Kings 4:20-34, 1 Peter 5:5-7

Devotional: Solomon's initial humility in recognizing his inadequacy for leadership reflects Christ's
example of servant leadership. In what areas of your life are you called to lead or influence others? How
can you approach these responsibilities with Christ-like humility? Consider ways you might serve others
today without seeking recognition. Remember that true greatness in God's kingdom often looks like
weakness to the world. Ask God to help you embrace humility as a strength, trusting in His power rather
than your own abilities.

Day 5: Guarding Your Heart

Reading: 1 Kings 5, Matthew 6:19-24

Devotional: Solomon's eventual downfall reminds us of the importance of guarding our hearts. What
influences in your life might be slowly pulling your heart away from full devotion to God? Take time to
examine your daily habits, relationships, and entertainment choices. Are they drawing you closer to God
or subtly leading you astray? Commit to making choices that protect and nurture your spiritual life. Pray
for discernment to recognize compromises before they take root, and for the strength to consistently
choose God's way over worldly temptations. Remember, what you treasure most will ultimately shape the
direction of your life.



