Anchored in the Drift: Pluralism Fails, God Alone is Good

Study Guide: Daniel 6

Main Scripture: Daniel 6:1-28 (NIV) Key Theme: True faithfulness to God endures
opposition, pressure, and even the threat of death. Daniel’s life models integrity, consistent
prayer, and loyalty to the living God amid exile and cultural compromise.

Background & Context

Written for exiled Jews in Babylon under the Medo-Persian Empire (Daniel 6:1, 28).
They felt displaced, disconnected from temple and liturgy, and tempted to despair (“hang
up their harps” — cf. Psalm 137).

Daniel, nearly 80, had served faithfully for decades under multiple kings without
compromise.

Daniel’s Character & Distinction

Exceptional qualities and integrity: Distinguished himself; trustworthy, neither corrupt
nor negligent (Daniel 6:3-4).
Not charmed by power, influence, or Babylonian culture despite decades of opportunity.
Predictable faithfulness: Continued praying three times a day toward Jerusalem, as he
had always done (Daniel 6:10).

o He did not pause, rationalize, or hide his devotion.

The Conflict & Plot

Enemies could find no fault in his work, so they targeted his faith: a 30-day decree
forbidding prayer to any god except the king (Daniel 6:5-9).

“They despised Daniel because there was a line that he would not cross.”

Pluralism exposed: “Pluralism can only tolerate pluralists.” Society accepts many beliefs
but rejects exclusive claims about the one true God (cf. John 14:6; Acts 4:12).

King Darius, trapped by his own unchangeable law (Medo-Persian custom), reluctantly
condemns Daniel but hopes for deliverance (Daniel 6:14, 16).

God’s Deliverance & Testimony

God sent His angel to shut the lions’ mouths; Daniel was found innocent and unharmed
because he trusted God (Daniel 6:22-23).

The accusers and their families faced the consequences of their scheme (Daniel 6:24 —
note: this reflects Persian law, not God’s direct action).

King Darius issues a decree praising the living God who “endures forever,” rescues,
saves, and performs signs (Daniel 6:26-27).

Daniel prospered under Darius and Cyrus.



Life Application

For all ages: Decide today to live faithfully. Younger believers build habits now; older
believers finish the race strong.

Faithfulness is tested most at the end, not just the beginning.

Consistent prayer and obedience make us “catchable” for God’s glory, not man’s
approval.

Expect opposition when refusing to cross the line of loyalty to God.

For Further Thought & Discussion

1.

Personal Faithfulness: Like Daniel, is your prayer life and obedience to God so
consistent that others could “catch” you in it? What practical steps can you take to
strengthen “predictable faithfulness” this week? (Reflect on Daniel 6:10 and your daily
rhythms.)

Cultural Pressure: In what areas today do you feel pressure to compromise or stay silent
about the exclusive claims of Christ? How does Daniel’s example (and Jesus’ words in
Matthew 5:11-12) encourage you to stand firm?

Finishing Well: Whether young or older, what does it look like for you to “run all the
way through the tape”? Who are you watching (or who might be watching you) as a
testimony of enduring faith?

Closing Prayer Prompt: Thank God for His sovereignty and rescuing power. Ask the Holy
Spirit to anchor you in Christ amid shifting sands, creating in you a heart of unwavering
faithfulness for His glory.
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