Life in Babylon Week 2

One night during the second year of his reign, Nebuchadnezzar had such
disturbing dreams that he couldn’t sleep. 2 He called in his magicians,
enchanters, sorcerers, and astrologers, and he demanded that they tell him
what he had dreamed. As they stood before the king, 3 he said, “I have had a
dream that deeply troubles me, and | must know what it means.” Then the
astrologers answered the king in Aramaic, “Long live the king! Tell us the
dream, and we will tell you what it means.” 5 But the king said to the
astrologers, “l am serious about this. If you don’t tell me what my dream was
and what it means, you will be torn limb from limb, and your houses will be
turned into heaps of rubble! 6 But if you tell me what | dreamed and what the
dream means, | will give you many wonderful gifts and honors. Just tell me the
dream and what it means!” They said again, “Please, Your Majesty. Tell us the
dream, and we will tell you what it means.” 8 The king replied, “I know what you
are doing! You’re stalling for time because you know | am serious when | say, 9
‘If you don’t tell me the dream, you are doomed.” So you have conspired to tell
me lies, hoping | will change my mind. But tell me the dream, and then I’ll know
that you can tell me what it means.” The astrologers replied to the king, “No
one on earth can tell the king his dream! And no king, however great and
powerful, has ever asked such a thing of any magician, enchanter, or
astrologer! 11 The king’s demand is impossible. No one except the gods can
tell you your dream, and they do not live here among people.” The king was
furious when he heard this, and he ordered that all the wise men of Babylon be
executed. Daniel 2:12 NLT

Then Daniel went in to see Arioch, whom the king had ordered to execute the
wise men of Babylon. Daniel said to him, “Don’t kill the wise men. Take me to
the king, and I will tell him the meaning of his dream.” 25 Arioch quickly took
Daniel to the king and said, “I have found one of the captives from Judah who
will tell the king the meaning of his dream!” 26 The king said to Daniel (also
known as Belteshazzar), “Is this true? Can you tell me what my dream was and
what it means?” 27 Daniel replied, “There are no wise men, enchanters,
magicians, or fortune-tellers who can reveal the king’s secret. 28 But there is a
God in heaven who reveals secrets, and he has shown King Nebuchadnezzar
what will happen in the future. Now | will tell you your dream and the visions
you saw as you lay on your bed. Daniel 2:24-28 NLT

The great God was showing the king what will happen in the future. The dream
is true, and its meaning is certain.” 46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar threw
himself down before Daniel and worshiped him, and he commanded his people
to offer sacrifices and burn sweet incense before him. 47 The king said to
Daniel, “Truly, your God is the greatest of gods, the Lord over kings, a revealer
of mysteries, for you have been able to reveal this secret.” Daniel 2:45-47 NLT

Then the king appointed Daniel to a high position and gave him many valuable
gifts. He made Daniel ruler over the whole province of Babylon, as well as chief
over all his wise men. 49 At Daniel’s request, the king appointed Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego to be in charge of all the affairs of the province of
Babylon, while Daniel remained in the king’s court. Daniel 2:48-49 NLT

BIG IDEA

Even in places hostile to our faith, we can seek ways to our God-
given and to His

APPLY IT

your God-given talents and gifts.

...he has given each one of us a special gift through the generosity of Christ.
Ephesians 4:7 NLT

your God-given talents and gifts.
God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual gifts. Use

them well to serve one another. 1 Peter 4:10 NLT

Pray for , , and

Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. Romans 12:12
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