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John 21:15-19 Jesus Reinstates Peter

15When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you truly
love me more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that | love you.” Jesus said, “Feed
my lambs.” 16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you truly love me?” He answered,
“Yes, Lord, you know that | love you.” Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 17 The third time he
said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him
the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.”
Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.

Greek definitions of the word Love

1. Agape = Love
2. Phileo = Love

3. Eros = Love for a

4. Storge = Love for

Jesus confronts Peter on the

1. Jesus asks a question
John 21:15
15When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you
truly love (agape) me more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that | love (phileo)
you.”

of His love.

Peter had spent all this time his love for Jesus

Matthew 16:22
22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never
happen to you!”

Matthew 19:27
27 Peter answered him, “We have left everything to follow you! What then will there be for
us?”

Matthew 26:33-35

33 Peter replied, “Even if all fall away on account of you, | never will.” 34| tell you the truth,”
Jesus answered, “this very night, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times.”
35But Peter declared, “Even if | have to die with you, | will never disown you.” And all the
other disciples said the same.

Matthew 26:69-75 Peter Disowns Jesus

2. Jesus changes the
John 21:16
16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you truly love (agape) me?” He answered,
“Yes, Lord, you know that | love (phileo) you.”

3. Jesus changes the
John 21:17
17 The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love (phileo) me?” Peter was
hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know
all things; you know that | love (phileo) you.”

in the question

4. Jesus each time
Ephesians 4:11-13
11t was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists,
and some to be pastors and teachers, 2to prepare God’s people for works of service, so
that the body of Christ may be built up 3 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the
knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the
fullness of Christ.

Matthew 16:16-19

16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 Jesus replied,
“Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my
Father in heaven. 18 And | tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock | will build my
church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 1°1 will give you the keys of the king-
dom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you
loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”

Luke 7:47
47 Therefore, | tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—for she loved much. But he
who has been forgiven little loves little.”

1 Peter 5:2

2Be shepherds of God's flock that is under your care, serving as overseers—not because
you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for money, but
eager to serve;

It’s about
Ephesians 3:16-19
16| pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in
your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And | pray that you,
being rooted and established in love, '8 may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp
how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 1°and to know this love that sur-
passes knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.

1. His Love out all
1 John 4:18
8 There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with
punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.

2. His Love our
Proverbs 10:12
12 Hatred stirs up dissension, but love covers over all wrongs.

1 Peter 4:8
8 Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.

3. His Love is
Romans 8:37-39
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For |
am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present
nor the future, nor any powers, 3 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

His Love in our lives

The New International Version, (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House) 1984.
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