
You can listen to today’s message on the MTC App or at MissionTrailsChurch.com. 

Genesis 18:16-33 
16 When the men got up to leave, they looked down toward 

Sodom, and Abraham walked along with them to see them on their 
way. 17 Then the LORD said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am 
about to do? 18 Abraham will surely become a great and powerful 
nation, and all nations on earth will be blessed through him. 19 For I 
have chosen him, so that he will direct his children and his 
household after him to keep the way of the LORD by doing what is 
right and just, so that the LORD will bring about for Abraham what 
he has promised him.” 

20 Then the LORD said, “The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah 
is so great and their sin so grievous 21 that I will go down and see if 
what they have done is as bad as the outcry that has reached me. If 
not, I will know.” 22 The men turned away and went toward Sodom, 
but Abraham remained standing before the LORD. 

23 Then Abraham approached him and said: “Will you sweep 
away the righteous with the wicked? 24 What if there are fifty 
righteous people in the city? Will you really sweep it away and not 
spare the place for the sake of the fifty righteous people in it? 25 Far 
be it from you to do such a thing—to kill the righteous with the 
wicked, treating the righteous and the wicked alike. Far be it from 
you! Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?” 

26 The LORD said, “If I find fifty righteous people in the city of 
Sodom, I will spare the whole place for their sake.” 27 Then Abraham 
spoke up again: “Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the 
Lord, though I am nothing but dust and ashes, 28 what if the number 
of the righteous is five less than fifty? Will you destroy the whole 
city because of five people?” 

“If I find forty-five there,” he said, “I will not destroy it.” 29 Once 
again he spoke to him, “What if only forty are found there?” He said, 
“For the sake of forty, I will not do it.” 30 Then he said, “May the Lord 
not be angry, but let me speak. What if only thirty can be found 
there?” He answered, “I will not do it if I find thirty there.” 

31 Abraham said, “Now that I have been so bold as to speak to 
the Lord, what if only twenty can be found there?” He said, “For the 
sake of twenty, I will not destroy it.” 32 Then he said, “May the Lord 
not be angry, but let me speak just once more. What if only ten can 
be found there?” He answered, “For the sake of ten, I will not 
destroy it.” 33 When the LORD had finished speaking with Abraham, 
he left, and Abraham returned home. 

 
 

Abraham’s Prayer for the City 
Genesis 18:16-33 

 

HOW ABRAHAM PRAYED 
1. He prays RESPONSIVELY. 
2. His prayer is EXTREME. 

• … extremely FAMILIAR. 
• … extremely HUMBLE. 

3. He prays MISSIONALLY. 
 
 

WHY HE WAS ABLE TO PRAY LIKE THIS 
The secret to Abraham’s lively prayer life is his KNOWLEDGE of GOD. 
 

• He knows God is a God of JUSTICE. 
• He knows God is a God of GRACE. 

 
If there’s NO God of justice, there’s no hope for the WORLD.  
If there IS a God of justice, there’s no hope for YOU and ME. 
 
 

HOW WE CAN GET WHAT HE HAD, AND MORE! 
1. The gospel shows you that you are a LOVED SINNER. 
2. The gospel gives you the RELATIONSHIP with God Abraham 

had.  
3. The gospel gives you an ATTITUDE toward the world around you 

that Abraham had.   
4. The gospel helps you ask God for BIG THINGS. 
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Abraham’s Prayer for the City 
Genesis 18:16-33 

 
...GROWTH GROUP DIGGING DEEPER QUESTIONS.. 

To catch the weekend message, go to the MTC App, or MissionTrailsChurch.com. 
 
 

GETTING STARTED 
1. Who is someone you know who is quite strong and mature in 
prayer?  Why is that, and what makes them so strong and 
mature?      
 
 
DIGGING DEEPER 
2. READ Genesis 18:16-33 
 
What does this story, teach you about God, or about people, or 
about prayer?   
 
 
Why do you think Abraham stops asking for God’s intervention in 
the cities of Sodom & Gomorrah when he gets to ten righteous 
people who might be in the city? 
 
 
 
3. Take one or two minutes, and write down the sorts of people who 
tend to fall into your “insider” and “outsider” categories.  Maybe 
you would call this “good” or “evil” people.  Or “positive” or “negative” 
people.  Or “safe” or “dangerous” people.  Even the most mature of us 
still see the world in these sorts of terms at times, so try to answer 
honestly.     

         Insiders          Outsiders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you’re willing, share some of the things you wrote down. 
 
 
4. What would it take: 

• for God to work in your heart for you to be able to pray for 
those in the “outsider” category?   

• practically in your life, for you to be able to pray this way?   

 
GETTING PERSONAL 
5. How does knowing about the righteousness you have in Christ, 
because of his life for yours, change how you pray?  And what you 
pray for?     
 
 
BRINGING IT HOME 
6. In light of the passage, or what you’ve discussed, what is one 
way you’d like to take another step, or a next step?  
Or… 
What is one thing the Holy Spirit is leading you to do?   
 
 
PRAY TOGETHER for some of the people or things or groups in 
your two circles (above).   
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