
  
The Finger of God 
Luke 11:14-26 
We are going to Luke 11 today. 
 
Over and over in the Gospel of Luke, we see Jesus demonstrating who He is - that He 
isn’t just any old teacher, he’s not just the next great rabbi, but instead He bears all of the 
marks of the Messiah they were expecting. 
 
And over and over, the people who encountered Jesus are faced with a choice - 
acknowledge that He is who He says He is and who His miracles confirm that He is and 
follow Him, or deny that Jesus is who He claimed to be and reject Him. 
 
Jesus continues to work to squeeze out the mushy middle - there is no room for 
fence-sitters. And these encounters are encounters for us as well - will we live like Jesus 
is who He claimed to be, or will we deny Him.  
 
We are forced by the scriptures to answer the question, “What will we do with Jesus?” 
 
Let’s read the first verse in the passage that sets up the whole passage today: 
 
Luke 11:14 Now he was casting out a demon that was mute. When the demon had 
gone out, the mute man spoke, and the people marveled.  
 
So Jesus is casting a demon out of a mute person. Someone who couldn’t speak. And in 
this case (though not in all or most cases) this was caused by a demon. 
 
And notice though that this text doesn’t say that the man was mute, but that the demon 
was mute. And that made the man mute. So the demon makes this man like him. 
 
This is the nature of evil, it shares misery and it steals freedom, and it will not rest until 
everyone is just as miserable and evil as it is. We think that the most independent and 
free place we can be is living apart from faith in God, apart from the conformity to 
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Christian standards. But evil has far more laws and commands, no grace for 
non-conformity, and will not rest until we are just like the demons we are driven by. 
 
We believe the lie that freedom from Christ is true freedom, but we see all over that 
everybody has a master that commands them. Jesus’s yoke is easy and his burden is 
light, and there are commands, but there are commands everywhere. If you decide not to 
live to please Jesus and live to please the masses, there are 10,000 commands for 
political correctness and no mercy if you fail. If your idol is perfect health, there are 
10,000 commands for the perfect diet and exercise routine.  
 
And Jesus comes along and casts out this demon that wouldn’t allow the man to speak, 
and once Jesus casts out the demon the man speaks for himself. There is real freedom 
that Jesus brings. To know Jesus is to be free from our slavery and conformity to evil and 
to be freed to speak independently. It is to follow Jesus and Lord, but He’s a good Lord 
and a kind one, who proved on the cross that He only commands us for our good. 
 
 
And in confronting and defeating this demon, Jesus is proving his legitimacy. One of the 
big themes in Luke is Jesus is the Messiah who can conquer evil. He isn’t a political 
Messiah out to change the government right now, He is out to get evil out first at the root, 
first at the heat level.  He can conquer the demonic forces of evil. 
 
A big part of what He saves from is the reign of evil over our lives. 
 
And Jesus comes and does this exorcism. But it isn’t like in the movies. Jesus doesn’t 
struggle here, there’s no clash of equal and opposite powers. Jesus isn’t shooting 
electricity out of his hands at the man, who is shooting electricity back and Jesus is 
withering. Jesus isn’t the opposite of the devil, the devil is no match for Jesus. Jesus just 
shoes the demon out and the man starts speaking. 
 
And the people marvel. 
 
Now you might expect everybody who sees this to respond in faith to Jesus.  
 
We sometimes think, “If I could just go back and see Jesus perform miracles, I would 
believe.” But seeing isn’t necessarily believing. Even a verified miracle doesn’t guarantee 
that those who see it will believe: 
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15 But some of them said, "He casts out demons by Beelzebul, the prince of demons," 
16 while others, to test him, kept seeking from him a sign from heaven.  
 
So some people see the miracle and they’re asking for more miracles. “I’ll believe in 
Jesus if I see him do a miracle.” Jesus casts out a demon, and they say, “show me 
another miracle.”  
 
The miracles that Jesus and the apostles did were important - they confirmed that they 
were legitimate, they served as a legal witness to the validity of the claims they were 
making. But even those authentic and undeniable miracles couldn’t produce or sustain 
faith. 
 
And we have to beware of believing that our faith will always thrive if we’re always 
experiencing the spectacular. If we’re always trying to feed our faith by witnessing Jesus 
do spectacular things, it will never be enough and faith will fade.  
 
Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God, Romans tells us. It’s the word 
that creates and sustains faith, not the spectacular. And we serve a miracle working God, 
who acts in history, who hears our prayers, who does wonders. But faith is made and 
strengthened with His word. 
 
We might think we’re different than these people, but we’re not. They see signs and only 
demand more signs.  
 
Beware of trying to build and feed your faith on the spectacular. The spectacular can 
make you marvel for a moment, but is no guarantee that your faith is stronger. Maybe 
you went through this in your experience with church - you needed an incredible worship 
experience, and you got there - the band was great, the experience was 
well-programmed. And it was incredible. So you came back wanting something more 
incredible. And maybe you got it for awhile, but then it didn’t do it for you anymore, and 
your faith seemed to fall off a cliff.  
 
Signs confirmed Jesus’s authenticity, they confirmed the authenticity of the apostles. But 
they were never meant to be the diet that sustains your faith. The word is. So feed your 
faith on the regular, steady reading and hearing of the word of God. It won’t always make 
you marvel (though it often should,) but it is the diet of healthy faith, not the spectacular. 
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But there’s another group here. They see the healing, and for them there’s no disputing 
that Jesus is displaying a remarkable power. This is not sleight of hand, it’s not a card 
trick, they knew this man could never speak and now he can.  
 
So they know they have to answer for the power they see because it seems to confirm 
that Jesus is the Messiah. Jesus was doing exactly what the scriptures said He would do: 
 
Isaiah 35:4-6 “4Say to those who have an anxious heart,“Be strong; fear not! 
Behold, your God will come with vengeance, with the recompense of God. 
He will come and save you.”5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6then shall the lame man leap like a deer, 
and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. 
 
What do you do with this guy that you have been opposed to, but is doing all the things 
Isaiah said God would do when He came to save? They have to explain this power 
somehow. Matthew and Mark tell us that this group of people observing the miracle are 
the scribes and pharisees, the religious experts, so they have to give an opinion on this. 
 
So they say “his power comes from the prince of demons, the devil,” or the name they 
use here, “Beelzebul.” 
 
And Beelzebul can probably be translated “Lord of the dung heap” or “Lord of the flies,” 
where William Golding got the title for his book. 
 
And this name for Satan probably originated hundreds of years before this. The Syrians 
worshipped a pagan god that they called “Lord of the Temple,” and the Jews mocked 
that false god by calling him “Lord of the dung heap,” which was similar sounding.  
 
Which means that they saw the gods of the world as possessing real power, but that 
power was demonic. So when people worship false gods, it isn’t always true that those 
gods don’t exist, but it can be true that they are demonic, that there is a real power 
behind them. They believed the power behind the Syrian god was Satan himself. They 
knew something real happened in those pagan religious experiences, so it must be the 
devil at work. 
 
And so here they decide that the real power they see in Jesus must also be the devil.  
 
They had a preconceived idea about Jesus: Jesus is bad. Therefore any power he 
displayed had to be bad power. 
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They’ve seen a real miracle done. It was a powerful event. So, in order to further their 
narrative that Jesus isn’t legitimate, they say that the miracle was done by the power of 
Satan. 
 
17 But he, knowing their thoughts, said to them, "Every kingdom divided against itself 
is laid waste, and a divided household falls.  
 
So Jesus speaks a truism here, he uses a truth that is often thrown around by politicians 
today to talk about the dangers of the disunity we have in our country right now. And he 
says a kingdom that is divided against itself is destroyed, a household divided against 
itself falls. 
 
This is just a self-evident truth - you don’t go to war with yourself and win. Everybody 
loses when a household is at war with itself or when a nation is in a civil war. 
 
18 And if Satan also is divided against himself, how will his kingdom stand? For you 
say that I cast out demons by Beelzebul. 
 
So Jesus uses their logic against them here. 
 
“If I am using the power of Satan to cast out Satan, then Satan just decided to go to war 
against himself, and he’s smarter than that.” Are you telling me Satan is curing a man who 
has never spoken? It was clearly Satan’s work to make this man mute, and now it’s 
Satan’s work to make him speak? Satan is divided against Satan? That’s your answer for 
this power you see in Me? That seems unlikely, doesn’t it? 
 
So Jesus exposes the fact that their argument is absurd. 
 
And next he exposes the fact that they are only making that argument based on a 
preconceived notion of who Jesus is, not because they evaluated the evidence. In fact, if 
they can just explain away this power by saying it’s a bad power, then that same line of 
reasoning can be used to explain away the power that they had exhibited in casting out 
demons: 
 
19 And if I cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your sons cast them out? 
Therefore they will be your judges. 
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He says that if they’re going to discredit the work he just did in casting out demons by 
saying the power comes from the devil, can’t they discredit all casting out of demons as 
doing something that comes from the devil? 
 
He’s exposing the fact that they’ve already made their mind up about Jesus and are now 
building an explanation for their lack of faith. They decided what they believed to be true 
and then chose evidence that fit what they already decided to believe. 
 
They are hardening their heart against the clear work of God. And then Jesus says 
something that unmasks them even further: 
 
 20 But if it is by the finger of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God 
has come upon you.  
 
He says, “If I’m casting out this demon by the finger of God, then you have to reckon with 
the fact that I am God’s king, that God has come near, and my ministry is legitimate and 
makes legitimate claims on your life.” 
 
And Jesus knows his audience. These are Bible scholars. So when He said, “I’m doing 
this by the finger of God,” one story would have come to mind, a time when it was said 
that the finger of God did miracles. 
 
If you have a Bible you can turn to Exodus 8. This takes place in the beginning of the 
Exodus story, when Moses is going to Pharaoh and demanding that he let the people go. 
Signs are being done to verify that Moses’ message is legitimate. The magicians who 
work for Pharaoh are trying to do the same signs with a different power to prove that 
Moses shouldn’t be listened to. But eventually the magicians have to admit they are 
outmatched. Here’s what happens: 
 
Exodus 8:16-19 “16 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Stretch out your 
staff and strike the dust of the earth, so that it may become gnats in all the land of 
Egypt.’” 17 And they did so. Aaron stretched out his hand with his staff and struck the 
dust of the earth, and there were gnats on man and beast. All the dust of the earth 
became gnats in all the land of Egypt. 18 The magicians tried by their secret arts to 
produce gnats, but they could not. So there were gnats on man and beast. 19 Then 
the magicians said to Pharaoh, “This is the finger of God.” But Pharaoh's heart was 
hardened, and he would not listen to them, as the LORD had said. 
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So God, through Moses, turns the dust to gnats. And the magicians can’t reproduce the 
miracle, and they say, “ This is the finger of God.” But Pharaoh, with all the clear, 
confirmed evidence in front of him, only hardens his heart against God, a cycle that is 
repeated again and again until judgment comes on Pharaoh and even his firstborn son 
dies as a result of his refusal to open up his eyes to what is crystal clear to everybody 
else reading the story. 
 
Jesus is reminding the Pharisees of that story here, as they refuse to believe the clear 
miracle being done in their midst. 
 
These scribes and Pharisees are the ultimate Jewish religious leaders.  
 
And every good Jew read the Exodus story and thought the same thing we think, “What 
was wrong with Pharaoh? Why wouldn’t he respond to the miracles? God was clearly at 
work, so God was clearly saying let the people go! God was there and he denied it - what 
a fool! How hard would your heart have to be to deny these clear and undeniable 
miracles?” 
 
And these Jewish leaders who are accusing Jesus here would have, all the more, 
identified with Moses in this story. They saw themselves as the heirs of Moses, who sat in 
Moses seat (Matthew 23:2), but they were acting a lot more like Pharaoh in hardening 
their hearts against the finger of God. 
 
They were doing just what Pharaoh did, and were coming up with illogical explanations 
for the clear miracle instead us just acknowledging that God was at work in Jesus. 
 
They read the Exodus story and see themselves in Moses. Jesus says here that they’re 
identifying with the wrong character, they’re a lot more like Pharaoh. 
 
These best of the best among the religious people were just like Pharaoh, one of the 
ultimate villains in scripture. They hardened their heart against the work of God, applied 
illogical thinking to deny His work, their mind was made up, their hearts were hard, no 
matter what Jesus did they wouldn’t acknowledge Who He was. 
 
And they thought they were doing the right thing, defending the right, in opposing Jesus. 
 
And if this isn’t a cautionary tale for us.  
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So often we, as church people, read the Bible stories like we are the heroes. We are the 
good guys who would never be on the wrong side of issues. We are the ones who know 
what’s right and do what’s right. 
 
But we shouldn’t be so sure we’re always so right. We should read the Bible like Jesus is 
the hero of the story, knowing that we are prone to be like the ones who opposed him, 
even if we’re religious, even if we know our bibles, sometimes we are especially at risk if 
we are religious because we learn to believe that we are the righteous ones in many of 
our interactions. 
 
So Jesus keeps explaining what He is up to: 
 
21 When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own palace, his goods are safe; 22 but 
when one stronger than he attacks him and overcomes him, he takes away his armor 
in which he trusted and divides his spoil.  
 
So Satan is like a well-armed strong man, guarding his property. His property in this case 
is the mute man. But then someone stronger comes along and attacks him, beats him, 
disarms him, and divides his spoil. 
 
Jesus is saying, “This is what I just did. I disarmed satan, took away His “property”, and 
left with the spoil - this man has now been cured and freed. To the victor goes the spoils, 
and Jesus has come to achieve victory over satan, and the spoils are the souls of the 
men and women that Jesus has come to liberate. 
 
Jesus is stronger. 
 
Victory is Jesus’s.  
 
Jesus is showing what his kingdom is all about - it isn’t first and foremost about 
overthrowing Rome and changing Rome and giving the jews political power. It’s a much 
greater power - Jesus came to disarm Satan and triumph over evil at its heart. 
 
Listen to what Paul says Jesus accomplished at the cross: 
 
Colossians 2:13-15 “And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all 
our trespasses, 14 by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal 
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demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. 15 He disarmed the rulers and 
authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him. 
 
There’s that same language: Jesus disarmed the authorities and triumphed over them. 
 
How did He do it? 
 
Be cancelling the record of our debt by nailing it to the cross. 
 
Satan was armed with some specific weapons: our sin accrued a real debt. We had real 
guilt. We had real shame. And we deserved real death forever. 
 
We were his property, slaves to sin. 
 
But by going to the cross and nailing our debt there, Jesus triumphed over him and took 
away all of Satan’s weapons.  
 
So now Satan is like a hornet without a stinger, there is no ultimate threat. He can buzz 
around and make a lot of noise, but He has been disarmed by what Jesus did on the 
cross, and those who have come to believe are the spoils. 
 
Do you want to be free from sin and death? From guilt and shame? Believe that Jesus is 
stronger, that Jesus died on that cross to disarm the strongman who had the hold on our 
lives. That Jesus took all of our sin and debt and paid for it completely in his death. And 
all of those who believe are liberated - free from guilt and shame.  
 
Free from our past. Free from our sins and failures. Free from captivity to sin and having 
to answer to it as our master. Free from the power of sin’s reign over us.  
 
The primary work of Jesus was to destroy the works and effects of the devil and evil and 
liberate people from our sin and its consequences. 
 
And if Jesus really is the one who can conquer Satan, sin, and death, if He really is 
stronger, than remaining neutral about Jesus and not committing to Jesus just isn’t an 
option: 
 
23 Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me 
scatters. 
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Jesus just went to war with the strongman and won. So a war is going on in which we 
must choose sides. Are we with Jeus? 
 
And not deciding and fence-sitting isn’t an option. To not consciously pledge our 
allegiance to Jesus is to be against him.  
 
This exorcism forced the issue for us: 
 
Jesus came with power. Was it the power of the devil or God? And if it was God, we can’t 
just sit a fence, we can’t just give partial allegiance, we can’t him and haw, there is no 
Switzerland in this war - are we giving our allegiance to Christ? 
 
To not be with Him, given all that He has displayed, in the miracle he did on this man and 
in the miracle performed at the cross, is to be against Him. 
 
And Jesus also says, “Whoever does not gather with me scatters.” 
 
So Jesus switches the metaphor here from a war metaphor to a harvest metaphor. 
 
To align yourself with Jesus is to gather with him. What Jesus just did in bringing new life 
to this man is the work we participate in if we align ourselves with Jesus. We bring Jesus 
to people, the powers of evil are cast out of their lives, spreading the message of Jesus 
is the work of all those who align with him. We gather with him. 
 
And if we aren’t gathering with Him, we are scattering. If we don’t participate in the 
mission of Jesus and the ministry of Jesus, we scatter people. We do damage, we cause 
division. IF we reject Jesus or don’t decide about who He is, that isn’t a neutral decision - 
that affects us and also affects others. 
 
The work of Jesus here forces people to decide: is He from Satan or from God. And if He 
is from God, then our allegiance to Him always results in our participating with Him in 
bringing people into the kingdom and sharing the benefits of knowing Jesus. 
 
So the scribes and Pharisees are faced with a choice: bow before Jesus and join in his 
mission, or continue to harden their hearts. 
 
They can’t remain neutral - just like Pharaoh’s heart didn’t remain neutral, that isn’t an 
option. 
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They can’t bow before Jesus and not join in his mission (not gather with Him). 
 
It’s either harden their hearts and resist Jesus, or bow and join the mission. 
 
And it’s the same decision that we face. 
 
Is Jesus who He says He is? Then he gets all of our allegiance and we now have a life of 
harvesting with Jesus, bringing people to know Jesus. 
 
If we believe He isn’t who He says He is, then we will continue to become more resistant 
to Him. Like Pharaoh, and like these scribes and Pharisees. 
 
Jesus doesn’t allow for the possibility of middle ground. 
 
And we are also faced with another question: Does our allegiance to Jesus look like a life 
of gathering with Him? Are we participating in His mission? 
 
Or have we invented a type of Christianity where you can give your allegiance to Jesus 
but have it not affect your life, your priorities, or your posture toward others. 
 
To be with Jesus is to be on His mission. There’s no hybrid model of a Christian life with 
Jesus but not on His mission. 
 
24 "When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it passes through waterless 
places seeking rest, and finding none it says, 'I will return to my house from which I 
came.' 25 And when it comes, it finds the house swept and put in order. 26 Then it 
goes and brings seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they enter and dwell 
there. And the last state of that person is worse than the first." 
 
So what is Jesus talking about here? 
 
Is he saying that he is casting out this demon but its going to come back with friends and 
make the man worse? 
 
No, he’s talking about what happens when a person gets better without a demon being 
cast out, when one just goes out. 
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He says when a demon leaves a person (not when a demon is cast out, he isn’t talking 
about an exorcism here), it roams around for awhile, comes back, and makes the person 
worse than before by bringing its friends. 
 
And we’ve probably all experienced this. We recognize that we aren’t living right, so we 
decide to follow the commands, try harder. And we get better for awhile. But then, with 
the only power behind our change being our own will-power, we fall hard. 
 
We’ve experienced this in inconsequential ways with our diets.  We do great for a week, 
barely touch food, and then next thing you know we go Cookie Monster and we’re worse 
than we started. 
 
And maybe we’ve seen this in the cycles of addiction - people decide to clean up their 
lives, and they have a few good weeks, but then the temptation becomes great and they 
fall off the wagon and go on a bender, being worse than they were before. 
 
And in this story, a demon leaves a person, but then says “I will go back to my house” - 
that person is still his house. He still owns him, he still has power over him, so he goes 
back. This is not a disarmed, cast-out demon who was replaced by someone stronger, 
this is a demon that left for a little while of its own accord while that person cleaned up 
his house. 
 
But if Jesus is the stronger one who disarms the demon, neutralizes the demon, and now 
occupies the house, the demon doesn’t come back. 
 
So it seems Jesus is drawing out a contrast between the work of Jesus in changing a life 
and the kind of work that is done by the jewish teachers. 
 
Religious teachers can give some good rules and laws. And people can decide for a little 
while to reform their ways, live better, get cleaner. But the power of sin deep down is still 
there. 
 
Or we will hear commands and legitimately obey some of them. But then the old sins are 
replaced with new religious sins of arrogance and pride and feeling we’re always right. 
And those new religious sinners may look cleaner, but they’re worse because they 
convince us we’re OK. 
 
It is so much easier to lead a thief or adulterer to Jesus than it is a religious person. The 
religious person doesn’t sense the need. 
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So what people need is not just new commands, not just religion, not just moral effort, 
but a stronger One to come and tie up the strongman who is running our lives and cast 
him out. Because then real change happens. 
 
So the claim that Jesus is making here is that casting out evil by any power other than 
His power is useless in the long run. But when Jesus comes into a life, there is real and 
lasting change. 
 
So again we have to ask ourselves: do we live like this is true? 
 
Or do we try to cast out evil with evil? 
 
We try to solve evil by avenging it. 
 
We try to fix injustice with more injustice. 
 
We respond to evil words with cancel-culture responses. 
 
We use those earthly means to cast out demons, and they always come back with 
friends. When we try to destroy evil with evil, we aren’t gonna overcome evil. Satan isn’t 
gonna allow his house to be divided like that. 
 
We will make no improvements in situations by gossiping about an enemy, avenging evil. 
 
 
Or do we try to cast out evil with our moral efforts? 
 
Do we think clean living and religion is the answer? 
 
 
Is our hope that the world will change through politics? 
 
 
And if we believe this is true, that Jesus makes true and lasting change when he 
comes into a life, doesn’t it compel us as Christians to gather with him? 
 
To not treat evangelism like it doesn’t matter? 
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What we need is for the Savior to really bring defeat to the power of sin, not just surface 
solutions. Because those solutions don’t last, and can even make things worse. 
 
And if Jesus doesn’t seem to be the answer, why? 
 
For our world today, do we see the turning of people to Jesus as the major part of the 
answer for the brokenness in our world? Not that we don’t do other things. But do we 
believe the Gospel works? 
 
Maybe the reason we think Gospel won’t work is we have preached a weak-sub Gospel, 
and asymptomatic gospel. 
 
A gospel you can believe and still be a racist, and still commit adultery, and still abandon 
your family, and still be selfish, and still be proud and refuse to repent of sin. A gospel 
you can believe and still be a religious jerk. 
 
So of course we say the gospel isn’t the answer - we have preached a gospel without 
repentance that doesn’t change anybody. 
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