
Good Friday 2020 
Message #1 - The Dreadfulness of Our Disease 
 
Intro: 
 
I’d like to walk you through this weekend. 
 
Tonight is Good Friday, the night Jesus went to cross. Christians historically marked this 
day with a fairly dark service - a service about sin, with confession, and some lament. 
 
So the two messages tonight will be about the dreadfulness of our disease and the 
severity of the cure. 
 
And this is your warning that tonight is dark. But we believe we need these times, times 
of self-reflection, times of lament, times of beginning to wrap our minds around the 
seriousness of our problem and how great our need is, and then to take a deep drink of 
what Jesus did for us on that first Good Friday. 
 
And tonight’s messages won’t fully resolve - they’ll leave us hanging, with a sense of our 
need, and how dreadful our disease is and how severe a cure is necessary. 
 
But Easter’s coming - Sunday morning, we’ll celebrate the fact that the curse has been 
lifted, the cure has been accomplished, and we are free. But rather than rush toward that 
resolution, we want to think a bit about our state and our need tonight. 
 
Maybe more than ever in our lives we can look around and see that the world is not as it 
should be. 
 
And we are incredibly aware of dreadful disease. We’ve seen videos from Italy, we’ve 
heard the mortality statistics, we know how deadly and how contagious the coronavirus 
and the resulting Covid 19 is. So we have enacted a severe cure: social isolation, 
crushing the greatest economy in the world, ⅓ of everyone out of work - because a 
disease this contagious and this deadly needs the severest of solutions. 
 
So tonight I’ll walk us through the dreadfulness of our disease, and Cody will walk us 
through the severity of the cure, and then on Easter, we’ll all sleep in and wake up to 
celebrate together all that Jesus has accomplished. 
 
So first the dreadfulness of our disease: 



 

Passage: Romans 3:10-20 10 as it is written:“None is righteous, no, not one;11 no one 

understands;no one seeks for God.12  All have turned aside; together they have 

become worthless; no one does good,not even one.”13 “Their throat is an open 

grave;they use their tongues to deceive.”“The venom of asps is under their lips.”14 

“Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.”15 “Their feet are swift to shed blood;16 

in their paths are ruin and misery,17 and the way of peace they have not known.”18 

“There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 19 Now we know that whatever the law 

says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, 

and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For by works of the law no 

human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of 

sin. 

 
In our day, when we assess ourselves, we tend to think that with some good guidance 

and some good teaching, we can be OK. We think we can ask “What would Jesus do?”, 

do that thing, and be in good shape because we are good people at heart who just need 

some guidance. We need wisdom, we need a guide, we need an example. And with the 

right guidance, we’re just fine.  

 

So we go to church asking, “What should I do this week”, and the most popular books on 

preaching today are written with the assumption that that is the question we need to be 

answering - what do I need to do? Give me some steps to follow so I can be have a good 

week. We just need steps. 

 

Or we can tend to believe that our problem is that we are a little bit out of shape 

spiritually and need some good personal training from Jesus to get our spiritual six pack 

back. We are spiritually lazy and just need some motivation and then we’d be firing on all 

of our spiritual cylinders. With some motivational speeches and training we’ll be fine. 

  



Or we can convince ourselves that we are a little bit sick spiritually, that we have a mild 

cold and could use some chicken soup for our souls to get us back to health.  

 

And because we miss the mark in assessing ourselves and don’t know what we need, we 

go to church or even go to Jesus looking for all the wrong things. 

 

We think our biggest need is guidance, so we look to Jesus to teach us. We think we 

need an example, so we look to his example so we can be followers of Jesus and know 

how to walk in His footsteps.  

 

And He  is the right place to look for our example, His law guides us, and He calls us to 

follow Him.  

 

But the teaching of Jesus is that we need far more than the teaching of Jesus.  

 

We need more than the example of Jesus.  

 

Because we are not spiritually sluggish and in need of some caffeine. Our situation is far 

worse, our problem is our sin, and it has affected every part of us, as individuals and 

humanity in general. 

And the problem is so bad that this passages ends in verse 20 by saying again  

3:20 For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since 

through the law comes knowledge of sin. 

We need more than laws, more than guidance, more than more knowledge. Those things 

reveal our failures, but don’t solve our problem. 

 

So Paul here quotes from a number of passages in the Old Testament to show them how 

deeply people had been wrecked by their sin. This was his response to some moral 



religious people who thought they were OK. Paul says here “your own Bible says you are 

not OK.” 

 

And the first blanket assessment is that “all are under sin” (verse 9). There isn’t anybody 

this doesn’t apply to: all are guilty of breaking the law. Now all sins aren’t equally bad: 

some are worse, Jesus taught about gnats and camels. But it’s an all-or-nothing 

assessment: have you broken God’s law or haven’t you? And the answer is yes. All are 

under sin. Everybody is guilty. But it is more than just guilt, sin has corrupted us to the 

core of our being. 

 

This passage we just read has some pretty grim assessments of how sin has affected us. 

It’s clearly pervasive, affecting every area of our lives. Tim Keller breaks down these 

assessments into categories of how we are affected by sin and I’m going to borrow some 

of them here to help us see what this passage is saying  1

 

1. First it affects our legal standing: 

3:10 as it is written: None is righteous, no, not one. 

“Righteous” is a legal term, which means that we are just, we are tried and found to be 

both virtuous and free from guilt. But nobody has that status. We’ve all broken the law. 

And because we are judged by God who can’t be fooled, who sees us all the way to the 

bottom, who can’t be bought off, we can’t talk our way out of it or lawyer our way out of 

it. We are guilty - irrefutably. But it gets worse. 

 

2. It affects our minds: 

3:11 “ no one understands” 

Our problem is not only that we’ve broken rules, but by nature we can’t comprehend God 

like we should and can’t comprehend the real nature of our problem. Sinfulness is like 

being drunk in that way: You can be so drunk that you don’t think you’re drunk. And our 

1 Timothy Keller, Romans for You (Round Hill: The Good Book Company, 2014), 67-69. 



sinfulness has so permeated our minds that, on our own, we don’t think we’re that bad. 

 

We assess our own condition and our relationship to God with impaired minds. So we 

can’t think our way out of the problem. 

 

3. It affects our wills: 

3:11 no one seeks for God.12 All have turned aside; together they have become 

worthless 

This seems surprising, because it seems that lots of people are seeking for God. But this 

says nobody seeks for God. 

 

So what is happening in the minds of people we call seekers? 

 

A couple of things could be happening. One is you could really be self-seeking in your 

search for God. You just want internal peace, you just want freedom from your fears, you 

just want meaning, you just want hope, you want a transcendent spiritual experience. 

You know there must be more and you want enlightenment. Everybody wants that. But 

we want that on our terms, and in a way we can control.  

 

So many seek a religious experience, we have an innate hunger for one, because we 

were made to know God. But that doesn’t mean we are seeking God. And since our 

understanding is twisted, we might think we are, even when we are not. 

 
But, there is another possibility. God does enable people to do what people can’t do. 

 

The same Bible that says nobody seeks God also says things like “You will seek me and 

find me, when you seek me with all your heart.” (Jeremiah 29:13) 

 



People do seek God. We’re called to seek God. You may be seeking God. But any 

person truly seeking God is doing it with supernatural enabling - that is God working in 

you to do what you would never do of yourself. 

 

 So if you are truly seeking Him today, that is only because He is doing that in you to 

bring you to Himself. If you’re truly wanting to know who He is, what he requires, and 

willing to come to Him on whatever terms he sets, believe whatever He says, let go of 

self and throw yourself on Him - it is only because He is drawing you supernaturally. 

Because, naturally, no one seeks God. So you have great reason to hope today: keep 

seeking, keep looking, if that’s real it’s because He is supernaturally at work in you 

drawing you in. 

 

So sin affects our legal standing, our minds, our wills, and: 

 

4. It affects our morals: 

 

3:12 “ no one does good,not even one.” 

We debate over whether people are basically good or basically evil. The teaching of the 

scriptures it that God made Adam and Eve good. But they sinned, and we have inherited 

Adam’s sin nature. Now we are evil to the core by nature, and nobody does good. 

 

But there is an important caution: 

 

One of the shocking things for us if we are raised believing that people are corrupt and 

evil is that when we go out into the world, we meet some really incredible, really kind, 

really moral, really impressive people from all faiths. 

  

We have neighbors who do good to us all the time, we have non-Christian heroes in our 

culture who are decent and kind (Tom Hanks!), Malala Yousafzai, Ghandi. People do 



good deeds, achieve good things for humanity, advocate good laws. We shouldn’t be 

afraid of our non-Christian neighbors because God gives a common grace to make an 

awful lot of decent people, and if we could measure we might see that they’re more 

decent than many of us. So there is relative goodness all around us.  

 

The fact that people are basically evil doesn’t mean that everybody wants to kill you or 

make you do meth.  

 

Those fears really come from a misunderstanding of this doctrine.  People don’t always 

do all the bad they could be doing. God does restrain us all to keep society from being 

what it would be if He just let us go. So things aren’t as bad as they could be, and there is 

relative goodness in people. 

 

But the only way an act can be truly good is if there is no selfish motive at all. And if we 

do selfless things to make ourselves good with God, or to impress, or to feel OK about 

ourselves, there is still some selfishness. When God measures the purity of even our best 

works, he says  

 

“We have all become like one who is unclean, 

and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment.” (Isaiah 64:6). 

 

So there is a ton of kindness and much good in people around us, but it’s all tainted and 

impure. We can’t assess it with our corrupted minds.  

 

If you’ve never seen a pure white garment plenty of other garments can look relatively 

clean. But next to God’s sparkling purity, we are polluted. Even the best among us. So it 

affects our (1) legal standing, (2) our minds, (3) our wills, (4) our morality, and 

 

5. It affects our speech 



”13 “Their throat is an open grave;they use their tongues to deceive.”“The venom of 

asps is under their lips.”14 “Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.” 

Our throats are open graves. It’s almost like down in our heart there is a rotting body, and 

when we open up our mouths all of the odors come out. “Out of the abundance of the 

heart, the mouth speaks”  You swipe up a few times on the twitter feed, and you’re 2

seeing hearts: curses, bitterness, poison, deceit. And that’s just when we’re talking about 

football, let alone something serious! 

6. It affects our relationships 

15 “Their feet are swift to shed blood;16 in their paths are ruin and misery,17 and the 

way of peace they have not known.” 18 “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 

We lash out, we put down, we step on, we climb over, we ignore, we are self-seeking, not 

peace-seeking. Without inner peace with God we can never have outer peace with man. 

Notice how in this passage he describes sins affects on all of life, on all of who we are - 

he spans the body naming parts of us that have been affected: our throat, our lips, our 

tongues, our feet, our eyes, brain.  

We are a wreck. 

 

And so much of our Christian teaching is aimed at getting spiritually dead people to get 

out of debt, and be nice to their spouses, and be a better you, and build a better society. 

But there is no real life to it, no real progress, there’s a deeper issue than just that we 

need some practical steps. We are far more hopeless than that. 

 

And we’d like to downplay it. In recent years there have been a few re-writes of Amazing 

Grace to say things like “how sweet the sound, that came and strengthened me” in the 

2 Matthew 12:34 



place of “saved a wretch like me.” In order to keep our self-esteem intact, we have 

downplayed this total depravity of man. But we have a bible that tells us the truth. 

 

That our disease is dreadul, and requires a severe cure. 

 


