An Acts

Series




“Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and
Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was
a synagogue of the Jews. And Paul went in, as was his
custom, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with
them from the Scriptures, explaining and proving that it




was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from
the dead, and saying, “This Jesus, whom | proclaim to
you, is the Christ.” And some of them were persuaded
and joined Paul and Silas, as did a great many of the
devout Greeks and not a few of the leading women.




But the Jews were jealous, and taking some wicked
men of the rabble, they formed a mob, set the city in
an uproar, and attacked the house of Jason, seeking
to bring them out to the crowd. And when they could

not find them, they dragged Jason and some of the




brothers before the city authorities, shouting, “These
men who have turned the world upside down have
come here also, and Jason has received them, and
they are all acting against the decrees of Caesar,
saying that there is another king, Jesus.”

Acts 7:1-7




“Therefore, you kings, be wise;
be warned, you rulers of the earth.
Serve the Lord with fear
and celebrate his rule with trembling.




Kiss his son, or he will be angry
and your way will lead to your destruction,
for his wrath can flare up in a moment.
Blessed are all who take refuge in him.”

Psalm 2:10-12




“All these with one accord were devoting
themselves to prayer, together with the women and
Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.”

Acts 1:14




“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and
to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.”

Acts 2:42




“When they heard this, they raised their voices together
in prayer to God. Now, Lord, consider their threats and
enable your servants to speak your word with great
boldness. Stretch out your hand to heal and perform
signs and wonders through the name of your holy




servant Jesus. After they prayed, the place where they
were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with
the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.”

Acts 4:23; 29-31




Prayer: bringing the real you before the real God.




“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find;
knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone
who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the
one who knocks, the door will be opened.”

Matthew 7:7-8




“I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the
Father may be glorified in the Son. You may ask me
for anything in my name, and | will do it.”

John 14:13-14




“If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.”

John 15:7




Our prayers have more power
than we could ever imagine.

When we ask, God actually listens.




“He also said to them, “Suppose one of you has a

friend and goes to him at midnight and says to him,

‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, because a

friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and |
don’t have anything to offer him.’




Then he will answer from inside and say, ‘Don’t bother

me! The door is already locked, and my children and |

have gone to bed. | can’t get up to give you anything.’
| tell you, even though he won’t get up and give him
anything because he is his friend, yet because of his




friend’s shameless boldness he will get up and
give him as much as he needs. “So | say to you,
ask, and it will be given to you. Seek, and you will
find. Knock, and the door will be opened to you.
For everyone who asks receives,




and the one who seeks finds, and to the one
who knocks, the door will be opened. What
tfather among you, if his son asks for a fish, will
give him a snake instead of a fish? Or if he asks
for an egg, will give him a scorpion?




If you then, who are evil, know how to give

good gifts to your children, how much more

will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit
to those who ask him2”

Luke 11:5-13




“And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge
says. And will not God bring about justice for his
chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night2 Will
he keep putting them off2 | tell you, he will see that

they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son
of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth@”

Luke 18:6-8



“Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show
them that they should always pray and not give up.”

MCRER




When we don’t devote ourselves to
prayer, we are missing out on movements
of God in our lives, and in the world.




“Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go down, because
your people, whom you brought up out of Egypt, have
become corrupt. They have been quick to turn away
from what | commanded them and have made
themselves an idol cast in the shape of a calf.




They have bowed down to it and sacrificed to it and
have said, ‘These are your gods, Israel, who brought
you up out of Egypt.’ “l have seen these people,” the
Lord said to Moses, “and they are a stiff-necked
people. Now leave me alone so that my anger may
burn against them and that | may destroy them.




Then | will make you into a great nation.” But Moses
sought the favor of the Lord his God. “Lord,” he said,
“why should your anger burn against your people,
whom you brought out of Egypt with great power and a
mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was




with evil intent that he brought them out, to kill them in
the mountains and to wipe them off the face of the

earth’? Turn from your fierce anger; relent and do not

bring disaster on your people. Remember your servants

Abraham, Isaac and Israel, to whom you swore by your




own self: ‘I will make your descendants as numerous as

the stars in the sky and | will give your descendants all

this land | promised them, and it will be their inheritance

forever.’ “Then the Lord relented and did not bring on
his people the disaster he had threatened.”

Exodus 32:7-14




“Of all the means God could have used,
prayer seems the weakest, slipperiest, and
easiest to ignore. So it is, unless Jesus was
right in that most baffling claim. He went away
for our sakes, as a form of power sharing,




to invite us into direct communication with
God and to give us a crucial role in the
struggle against the forces of evil.”

Philip Yancey




“I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the
Father may be glorified in the Son. You may ask me
for anything in my name, and | will do it.”

John 14:13-14




“In that day you will no longer ask me anything.
Very truly | tell you, my Father will give you
whatever you ask in my name. Until now you have
not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you
will receive, and your joy will be complete.”

John 16:23-24




“In Jesus’ name” was never meant to become
just a fitting tagline at the end of the prayers of
experienced Christians. It's the exercise of Jesus’
victory. To pray is to experience the very same
access to God the Father that Jesus has.




You're not Jesus. But if you're a follower of
Jesus, every single time you pray, you come
before the Father clothed in the robe and
crown of a ruler. In the eyes of heaven, you
are filled with Jesus’ status and standing.”

Tyler Staton




Pray then like this: “Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”

Matthew 6:9-10




“To clasp the hands in prayer is the beginning of
an uprising against the disorder of the world.”

Karl Barth




