
Facing the Challenge of Life 

Romans 8:18 

 

Why do bad things happen to good people? 
 

1. ______________________________________ Suffering 

2 Corinthians 4:8-9 ~ We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; 
perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck 
down, but not destroyed. 

How do you view God’s sovereignty in your difficulties? 
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. ______________________________________ Glory 

Philippians 3:20-21 ~ But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await 
a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be like 
his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to 
himself. 

How does the coming glory of Christ help you to endure suffering? 
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. ______________________________________ Comparison 

2 Corinthians 4:17-18 ~ For this light momentary affliction is preparing for 
us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the 
things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that 
are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal. 

How does Christ command your work? 
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Facing the Challenge of Life 

Additional Scriptures 

 

Job 2:13 

And they sat with him on the ground seven days and seven nights, and no one spoke 

a word to him, for they saw that his suffering was very great. 

Hebrews 11:36-37 

Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They 

were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the sword. They went 

about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated. 

1 Peter 4:12-13 

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as 

though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you share 

Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. 

Matthew 24:30 

Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the tribes of the 

earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven 

with power and great glory. 

John 16:33 

“I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you 

will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” 

James 1:2-4 

Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know 

that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its 

full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 

Ideas/Thoughts to Remember: 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 


