
REBELLION: WHAT’S WRONG WITH THE WORLD? 
GENESIS 3-4 

So far in our study of Genesis 1-11, we have explored the Bible’s answers to some of the 
biggest questions in life: Who is God? Who are we? And why are we here?   

We have discovered that the one and only Sovereign God over all of creation has created 
human beings to be the resident caretakers of his creation who live in relationships of loving 
fellowship with one another and a relationship of trusting obedience towards God. We have 
also learned that we were created to work like God and to work with God in filling the earth 
with his image and glory.  

This is who we are as human beings, and this is why we are here. But the reality of life here in 
this world seems to paint a different picture. The human experience described in Genesis 
1-2 seems to be utopian and unrealistic compared to our normal everyday experience in this 
world today. And so the big question on all of our minds is of course, Why?   

Regardless of one’s worldview or beliefs, almost everyone agrees that there are things in this 
world that ought to be different. We might disagree as to why or how they ought to be 
different, but at the end of the day, we all have this deep conviction within us that the world 
is not what it should be. We might hold different opinions about what is good and what is 
evil, but we would all agree that evil exists and that it seems to invade all areas of life. 

And unfortunately, modern science offers us no hope in dealing with our instincts that the 
world ought to experience less evil and more goodness. When modern science is forced to 
give an answer for human evil, the only conclusion that its evolutionary worldview can give is 
that, “Nothing is wrong with the world, evil is natural. Humans are just creatures and fellow 
competitors in an endless battle of the survival of the fittest. And so, the strong eat the weak 
and that’s just the way it is and the way that it will always be.”  

So modern science cannot tell us why we feel like evil should stop nor can it give us any real 
hope that evil will ever stop.  

2018  |  Unlimited Potential, Inc.  |  Terry Evans



But fortunately for us, the Bible has its own conclusions too. When we look at Genesis, we 
are actually given a sensible explanation for why we feel deep convictions about evil, and we 
are also given hope that these convictions are rational and can be resolved. It is in the 
Genesis account that we are assured that our suspicions about this world are right — evil is 
not natural and there is in fact something that can be done about it.     

Genesis declares that human beings are hardwired to be good creatures who live in a good 
world created by a good God for the purpose of expanding this goodness to the ends of 
the earth. But this is not our current experience, and so in the deepest parts of our soul, we 
are all looking around and asking ourselves, “What’s wrong with this world and why do I feel 
like it should be different?”  

And it’s the account in Genesis 3-4 that begins to answer that question. There we learn that: 

We were created to live in a relationship with God and to rule the world on behalf of 
God, but we chose to rebel against God and began to ruin everything.    

Instead of living and doing things God’s way, human beings chose to try and rule this world 
our own way, and the consequences have spread to every aspect of our lives. We have lost 
the fullness of life that we were created to experience, and in a way we are now living 
subhuman lives in a world that we ourselves have corrupted. This is why we often feel so lost 
in our own skin, and why we instinctively feel that life in this world ought to be different.  

And so, in trying to answer the question, “What’s wrong with the world?”, we will examine the 
roots of our rebellion in Genesis 3-4 and the drastic consequences that have come with it.    

The Rebellion 

In our last study, we declared that God has created a good world full of unlimited potential 
and has appointed us as his special partners in filling the earth with his image and his glory. 
But at the end of that study, we also pointed out that God gave humans a free choice 
regarding this partnership and the work/mission that he had given us.  
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That free choice is summed up in the only prohibition given in the garden by God when he 
says, “but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat” (2:17)  

Now, have you ever wondered why eating from this tree was such a big deal? Have you ever 
wondered why God didn’t just command humans to not be mean to each other or kill each 
other or something like that? Why would eating from this one tree ruin everything else? 

At face value, this basic command doesn’t seem too difficult to obey. But the more you think 
about it, there is an aspect to this command that actually makes it more difficult than we first 
realize. The difficult aspect of this basic command is the fact that God gives no explanation 
as to why humans couldn’t eat from this tree. They are told not to eat from this tree, but they 
are not told any extra details as to why it is so wrong for them to do so. 

This command concerning the tree seems so basic, but it is actually revealing something 
profound about the essence of what we have been talking about concerning our human 
identity as creatures who are to live in a relationship of trusting obedience towards God.  

As Timothy Keller puts it,  

“If we know why it is practical to obey a command of God, then we are complying with his 
will out of self-interest. But if we obey a command simply and solely because ‘the Lord God 
commanded’ it (2:16) then (and only then) have we truly obeyed God.”  1

And so, to truly live in a relationship of trusting obedience towards God means that we will 
do what God wants us to do simply because that’s what he wants us to do. It means that we 
will do something because God said so and not primarily because it might benefit us in 
some way personally or might help us live a better quality of life.  

    Timothy Keller, Genesis Study Guide, 411
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If this is what a life of trusting obedience towards God ought to look like then this means 
that the moment we begin to ask ourselves why we should obey God is the very moment 
that we have already begun to disobey him. It means that we have begun to entertain the 
idea of putting ourselves in some sort of exalted position where we assume we can judge 
God’s own judgement and wisdom. It means that we are overstepping our bounds and 
trying to be like God. And so, this is why eating from the tree was such a big deal, and as we 
look at Genesis 3:1-5, we see that this was the focus of the serpent. 

As we look at this story, it is important to note that the serpent in Genesis 3 is not portrayed 
as a rival force of evil that was invading God’s good world. The serpent was described as a 
creature “that the Lord God had made.” (3:1) This informs us as the reader that we should 
not read Genesis 3 as if it is a story about an evil rival of God coming to ruin his creation. 
Instead, it is meant to be read as a story about creatures rebelling against their Creator.  

We must also remember that it was humanity’s responsibility to rule over the rest of creation 
and to protect the garden from any disorder and chaos. This means that it would have been 
the man’s responsibility to stop this serpent before he even got started. But in failing to do 
what he was supposed to be doing, the man opened up the door to the idea of doing 
something that they were not supposed to do. 

There’s a lesson here for all of us: We invite temptation and disorder into our own lives 
whenever we are not where we are supposed to be or doing what we are supposed to be 
doing.   

The story in Genesis 3 describes how the serpent comes into the garden and subtly creates 
an atmosphere that leads the man and the woman to start questioning God’s wisdom and 
doubting God’s goodness. And the scene plays out like this: 

The serpent begins by subtly undermining God’s wisdom saying, “Did God seriously say that 
you can’t eat some of the fruit from your own garden? Why would he be so strict? If God was 
as good as he has led you to believe then surely he wouldn’t forbid such a harmless thing.” 
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The woman buys into this atmosphere of questioning God’s wisdom because she then 
responds by exaggerating God’s command and making it sound more strict than it really 
was. She says, “God said that we could eat from all these other trees, but he said that we 
must not eat from that one over there. He said that as soon as we even touch it, we will die.” 

So then the serpent takes it a step further and calls into question God’s goodness by saying, 
“Surely you won’t die for just eating some fruit from your own garden. God knows that when 
you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like him. If you ask me, it seems like 
God is holding you back from being what you were truly meant to be.” 

And so the serpent creates an atmosphere that leads humanity down a path of wondering 
whether or not God really does have their best interests in mind. It is this atmosphere of 
doubt and distrust that still leads us to rebel today. Trusting obedience to God now begins 
to feel restrictive and like a roadblock to experiencing what seems like a better kind of life. 
The tree becomes more attractive by the minute and eating the fruit begins to make more 
sense than not eating it. And here in Genesis 3, humanity believes the lie and bites the fruit. 

We read in 3:6:  

“So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the 
eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and 
she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate.”  

The serpent had succeeded in creating an atmosphere that led the woman to begin judging 
God’s own judgment and wisdom. She begins to rationalize and make her own observations 
about the tree. In her mind, the tree looks fine, and it just really doesn’t seem like that big of 
a deal to just taste some of the fruit. And so in spite of God’s command not to do it, she does 
it anyway. She had just determined, defined and decided what is good and evil for herself.    

The story of the man and the woman in Genesis 3:1-5 is our story. We must be careful to not 
oversimplify our answer for what’s wrong with the world by placing all the blame on our 
ancient ancestors in the garden. The roots of our rebellion may be found there, but this is a 
rebellion that we have all participated in on some level.  
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If I catch all four of my children coloring on the walls and destroying the house, it doesn’t 
matter so much who started it as much as the fact that they are all doing it.  

We have all made choices that have contributed to this world of broken relationships, 
conflict and corruption. We all experience moments in our lives where we begin to believe 
the lie that God is not for us and that if we obey him then we will miss out on what life really 
has to offer. We all have moments where we begin to question God’s wisdom and doubt 
God’s goodness. We all find ourselves buying into the atmosphere where we want to justify 
why our definition of good and evil makes more sense. And we all find ourselves making 
choices that subtly or not-so-subtly declare that we are our own lord and master.  

The world is not what it should be because we have corrupted it with our decision to be our 
own lord and masters. We chose to not rule on behalf of God and to define good and evil 
for ourselves. Our rebellion fractured our fellowship with God, and it caused the creation to 
experience a felt separation from its Creator. And this felt separation is the source of all our 
suspicions about this world and the cause of all the consequences that have followed.   

The Consequences 

As we continue through the rest of Genesis, we discover how this decision in the garden 
initiated a downward spiral that began to ruin the goodness of God’s creation. The next 
three sentences that follow after the man and the woman eat the forbidden fruit are perhaps 
the saddest three sentences in the entire Bible.  

In Genesis 3:7-9, we read:  

“Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed 
fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. And they heard the sound of the Lord 
God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves 
from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called 
to the man and said to him, “Where are you?”"     
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The humans hear God, and they hide from him. The intimately created creatures made in the 
Creator’s own image hide from him. And God like a loving father looking for his lost son calls 
out to the man, “Where are you?” 

This is a profound passage that explains the human experience and the condition of this 
world. It is clear from this scene alone that humanity’s fellowship with God has been severely 
fractured. And the moment humanity lost unhindered fellowship with God is the moment we 
as human beings lost our truest form of existence. We are not who we were intended to be 
because we are missing the vital source of what it means to be a human being in the first 
place. We are not living in a relationship of trusting obedience towards God, and we are not 
living in a relationship of loving fellowship with one another. We are all experiencing what is 
in essence a subhuman existence in this world that has been corrupted. We were created 
naked and unashamed, but now that we have been stripped of our unhindered fellowship 
with our Creator, we are creatures who constantly feel exposed and the need to cover up. 
There is now a deep sense of guilt and shame that we just can’t seem to shake or get rid of. 

As this tragic story continues, God informs the man and the woman about the consequences 
of their rebellion. He informs the man and the woman that every aspect of life is now going 
to be more complicated and difficult than it would have been before. Human relationships 
and marriage will now be plagued with distrust and deception. Work will now be frustrating 
and full of disorder, chaos and corruption. We are no longer living in an environment where 
humans are committed to working together like God and with God for the common good 
and the glory of God. Instead, we now live in a world where humans are predominantly 
working for themselves and however they want based on their definitions of good and evil.   

The human experience described in Genesis 1-2 seems to be utopian and unrealistic 
because the human rebellion has tragically ruined it.  

From the end of Genesis 3, the story of humanity continues to spiral downward. In Genesis 
4, we read about two brothers Cain and Abel. The older brother Cain is so jealous that God 
seems to show more favor to his younger brother Abel that he wants to murder him. God 
warns Cain not to do it, but he does so anyway. 
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From there, we read about Cain wandering away from the presence of the Lord and starting 
a family where we are introduced to one of his descendants named Lamech. Lamech is the 
first person in the Bible to treat women like property, and he brags about how he is more 
violent and vengeful than Cain ever was. 

The downward spiral has been set in motion and the corruption of this world is obvious. In 
Genesis 3, the man and the woman were deceived into disobeying God. In Genesis 4, Cain 
is described as plotting and planning disobedience to God. And by the end of Genesis 4, 
Lamech is bragging about his disobedience to God. It is clear that humanity is becoming 
increasingly corrupt, and our home is becoming increasingly chaotic.   

And so, according to the account in Genesis, what’s wrong with the world today? 

Well, to put it plainly… we are. 

Human beings were created to live in a relationship with God and to rule the world on 
behalf of God, but we chose to rebel against God and began to ruin everything. We have 
stained the image of God and violated our partnership with God. Trusting obedience 
towards God and loving fellowship with one another have been fractured by our own desire 
for self-preservation and our own self-focused attempt to define good and evil for ourselves.  

And we continue to feel and experience the consequences. We are not who we should be, 
and we feel it. We are at home, but it doesn’t feel like home and we know it.  

Fortunately for us, the story is not over, and hope is on the horizon. In the midst of this 
rebellion, we have heard God promise that the seed of the woman will one day squash the 
head of the serpent. We have seen God provide clothing for the man and the woman to 
cover their shame. We have watched God protect Cain in spite of his sinfulness. And we 
have heard God praised by Eve as the one who gives new life to restore the life that was lost. 

Genesis 3-4 has shined a spotlight on why the world is the way it is today but also provided 
a glimmer of hope for believing that one day it will in fact be different. Over the next few 
chapters the downward spiral of darkness will continue, but God is still in complete control.

2018  |  Unlimited Potential, Inc.  |  Terry Evans


