
JOY OVER CIRCUMSTANCES 
Philippians 1:12-18 

The gospel can advance in every circumstance. 
(12-14) 

Shift your perspective from misery to ministry.  (12)


Use your circumstance to make Christ known. (13)


Watch your faithful response lead to fearless living. (14)


The gospel is effective regardless of others’ 
motives. (15-18) 

Life’s circumstances will make you bitter or better. (15)


Faithful followers step in to serve others. (16)


Bitter believers step on others to serve self. (17)


Joy over circumstances happens when you place Christ 
before your circumstances.  (18) 

GROUP / FAMILY DISCUSSION

- What circumstance do you wish God would remove 
from your life right now? 


- Skim the story of Joseph in Genesis 37-45. What were 
some of the circumstances in Joseph’s life that could 
have led him to become bitter?


- Read Genesis 45:4-8; 50:20. How did Joseph view his 
circumstances?


- If your circumstance does not change, how could you 
see God using them for the advance of the gospel?


- What will you practically do this week to place Christ 
before your circumstances?


- Pray together. 


WEEKLY MEMORY VERSE

Philippians 1:18
Only that in every way, whether in pretense or truth, Christ is 

proclaimed, and in that I rejoice. 
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