August 10, 2025

7. What does this passage teach about the purpose and outcome
of trials?

8. How do testing, endurance, and maturity relate to one

TRIALS
9. What does this reveal about God's role in our hardships? SHADE BOU

Tfes 1.1-4

LWE I - How should this change the way I live?

you’re not just surviving the trial;
10. How do you usually respond to trials—do you see them as

opportunities for growth? you're being shaped by it.

11. What would it look like to "let endurance have its full effect" in
your current situation?

12.In what area of your life is God using difficulty to shape you
into greater maturity?
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TRIALS SHAPE YOU

Thfes 11-4
WHY THIS LETTER MATTERS
= t's Christianity
* |tholds a powerful
= Jtcallsusto maturity

I. IDENTITY MATTERS (v. 1)
How you introduce yourself shows what you think is

about your identity.

The word "servant" (Greek: doulos) means slave or bondservant -

someone totally to the will of another.

LIE I odf:

Your identity isn’t your resume; it's your relationship to Jesus.

Il. JOY WHEN, NOT IF (v. 2)
TRIALS:

= \Whenever (when) -

=  Various -

»  Trials (plural) -

"Consider” = Evaluate, view differently, shift your perspective.

LIE I ot
You can't always change your circumstances, but you can choose your
perspective.

I1l. TRIALS HAVE A PURPOSE (v. 3)
Trials don't just reveal our faith, they it.

Scripture Cross-References:
» 1 Peter 1:6-7 - Faith refined by fire.

* Romans 5:3-5 - Affliction — Endurance — Character — Hope.

LIE IT odf:
Shift the question from “Why is this happening to me?” to “How is God
using this to shape me?”

IV. DON'T TAP OUT EARLY (v. 4)
There's a warning here: Don't cut the process

Maturity in faith doesn’t happen instantly; it's

LIE I o

Trust the process. Trust the God of the process.

#1 DIVE DEEPER STUDY QUESTIONS
TS 11-4

1. What stuck out the most to you from this week’s message?

SEE - What do you notice about this passage?

2. Who is writing, and to whom is he writing?

3. What words or phrases are repeated or emphasized?

4. What commands or key themes stand out in verses 2-47

5. How does the word "consider" set the tone for how to
approach trials?

BELEVE I - What does this passage mean?

6. Why does James tell believers to consider it joy when facing
trials?



