
THE MARATHON OF PARENTING 
Raising Our Kids To Love And Serve God  

THE PASSAGE 
Psalm 127


1) Love and Labour  
- Psalm 127:1; Ephesians 6:4


2) Our key responsibility is to teach the gospel.  
- Psalm 127:3; Deuteronomy 6:4-9


3) Our kids need the Church community  
- Psalm 127; Deuteronomy 6:4; Proverbs 24:6


4) We need a loose grip  
- Psalm 127:4; 1 Samuel 1:27-28


5) We need help!  
- Psalm 127:1-2
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Grace-Base Parenting vs. Fear-Based Parenting 

From Tim Kimmel’s chapter “The Freedom to Make Mistakes” in his book Grace-Based Parenting: 

“Legalistic parents maintain a relationship with God through obedience to a standard. The goal of this 
when it comes to their children is to keep sin from getting into their home. They do their best to create an 
environment that controls as many of the avenues as possible that sin could use to work its way into the 
inner sanctum. . . . It’s as though the power to sin or not to sin was somehow connected to their personal 
will power and resolve. . . . These families are preoccupied with keeping sin out by putting a fence 
between them and the world. 

The difference with grace-based families is that they don’t bother spending much time putting fences up 
because they know full well that sin is already present and accounted for inside their family. To these types 
of parents, sin is not an action or an object that penetrates their defenses; it is a preexisting condition that 
permeates their being. The graceless home requires kids to be good and gets angry and punishes them 
when they are bad. The grace-based home assumes kids will struggle with sin and helps them learn how 
to tap into God’s power to help them get stronger. 

It’s not that grace-based homes don’t take their children’s sin seriously. Nor is it that grace-based homes 
circumvent consequences. It isn’t even that grace-based homes do nothing to protect their children from 
attacks and temptations that threaten them from the outside. They do all these things, but not for the 
same reasons. Grace-based homes aren’t trusting in the moral safety of their home or the spiritual 
environment they’ve created to empower their children to resist sin. . . . They assume that sin is an 
ongoing dilemma that their children must constantly contend with. 

[Children in a grace-based family] are accepted as sinners who desire to become more like Christ rather 
than be seen as nice Christian kids trying to maintain a good moral code. Grace is committed to bringing 
children up from their sin; legalism puts them on a high standard and works overtime to keep them from 
falling down. 

Grace understands that the only real solution for our children’s sin is the work of Christ on their behalf. . . .  
Legalism uses outside forces to help children maintain their moral walk. Their strength is based on the 
environment they live in. Grace, on the other hand, sees the strength of children by what is inside them—
more specifically, Who is inside them.” 

https://blogs.thegospelcoalition.org/justintaylor/2011/10/28/grace-based-parenting-vs-fear-based-parenting/ 

What challenges you in this article? Is their something that rubs the wrong way with you? Why is that? 

What do these verses teach you about parenting and how does it relate to what’s above? 

2 Timothy 3:15: 

Proverbs 22:6: 

Deuteronomy 6:6-7

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0849905486/thegospcoal-20

