The Way
Fruit of the Church: Ephesians

Lesson 35: Gentile and Jewish Believers Have Been Made One in Christ
*We are indebted to Ethnos360 for providing the basis of these lessons*

Scripture
Ephesians 2:11-22

Review (Where We’ve Been)
Paul’s Writing So Far...
» [n Ephesians 1:1-14, Paul wrote of spiritual blessings they possessed so they
could be confident God had fully equipped them to live as He had called them
= [n Ephesians 1:15-23 Paul wrote about spiritual prayers to God on their behalf
» [n Ephesians 2:1-10 Paul wrote about their spiritual standings before God
v’ Past Standing — Dead in Trespasses and Sin
Ephesians 2:1 (ESV) ...you were dead in the trespasses and sins. ..
v" Present Standing — Alive in Christ
Ephesians 2:4 (ESV) But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love
with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us
alive together with Christ...
v’ Future Standing — Trophies of God’s Grace and Glory
Ephesians 2:7 (ESV) ...so that in the coming ages [church age, millennial
kingdom, New Heaven/Earth] He might show the immeasurable riches of His
grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

BIG Idea

Paul continues the theme he introduced in Ephesians 2:10 — being a new creation in
Christ and what good works will be reflected in daily life.

Ephesians 2:10 (ESV) For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good
works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

What does a new creation in Christ look like?

» There will be unity among Christ’s people (Ephesians 2:11-15)

= There will be peace with, and access to God (Ephesians 2:16-18)

» There will be a new relationship and a new establishment (Ephesians 2:19-22)

Let’s talk about this more in depth.
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Information (What You Need to Know)
What does a new creation in Christ look like?
= There will be unity among Christ’s people (Ephesians 2:11-15)
v" Gentiles were living apart from God and excluded from fellowship among the

Jewish people

Ephesians 2:11 (NLT) Don’t forget that you Gentiles used to be outsiders. You

were called “uncircumcised heathens” by the Jews, who were proud of their

circumcision, even though it affected only their bodies and not their hearts. 12

In those days you were living apart from Christ. You were excluded from

citizenship among the people of Israel, and you did not know the covenant

promises God had made to them. You lived in this world without God and
without hope.

o Paul reminded the Gentiles of their condition before hearing the gospel —
living apart from Christ, excluded from Israel, no covenant promises,
without hope and God

o The Jews, as God’s chosen people, had been given many signs/promises-
circumcision, promise of a Deliverer, chosen nation, hope

“Because the Jews had been chosen by God and given His laws, the Jews

believed they were superior to the Gentiles who were ignorant of God and His

will and worshiped idols. The Gentiles knew that the Jews despised them, and
they, in turn, despised the Jews and their arrogant attitude.” — Firm Foundations

v But now Christ had broken down the wall of hostility between Jew and Gentile,

making one new people
Ephesians 2:13 (ESV) But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have
been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who
has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of
hostility 15 by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances,
that He might create in Himself one new man in place of the two, so making
peace...

= There will be peace with, and access to God (Ephesians 2:16-18)

Ephesians 2:16 (ESYV) ...and might reconcile us both to God in one body through
the cross, thereby killing the hostility. 17 And He came and preached peace to you
who were far off and peace to those who were near. 18 For through Him we both
have access in one Spirit to the Father.

v" The cross of Christ gave peace with God to those who believe (ignorant Gentiles

and arrogant Jews alike)
v" In Christ, both Jew and Gentile have access to God
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* There will be a new relationship and a new institution (Ephesians 2:19-22)
Having explained the union of Jew and Gentile believers as one people, Paul then
describes the result of that union: a new relationship and a new institution.

v" The new relationship (saints and members of God’s household

v" The new institution (the church

o Held together by the person and work of Christ (cornerstone

o Built on the foundation of the Scriptures (teachings and writings of the
apostles and prophets) — “Thus saith the Lord”

o Growing into a holy temple for the Lord
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Adam Clarke explained how God’s work in the Church gave glory to the wisdom,
power, and love of God. Seeing all this, we should praise God for His glorious
Church.
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