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Most people believe the word “apocalypse” means “the 
end of the world,” but it actually doesn’t mean that at all. 

Apocalypse (ἀποκάλυψις) is a Greek word 
meaning "revelation", "an unveiling or unfolding of things 
not previously known and which could not be known apart 
from the unveiling".  

Apocalypse = Revelation  

ISAIAH 6:1-3, 8 (NIV)
1“In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a 
throne; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2Above him were seraphim, each with 
six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and 
with two they were flying. 3And they were calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is the 
Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.”

8Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for 
us?” And I said, “Here am I. Send me!””

ACTS 9:1-6, 15 (NIV)
1“Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s 
disciples. He went to the high priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues in 
Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or 
women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3As he neared Damascus on 
his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4He fell to the ground and 
heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 5“Who are you, 
Lord?” Saul asked. “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. 6”Now get up 
and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.”

15But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my 
name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel.”



Apocalypse = A Heavenly Perspective on and Earthly Situation 

The beasts in Daniel chapter 7 symbolize violent human kingdoms 

So while “The Revelation” feels like the end of the world, it’s actually about 
the beginning of the renewed world where Heaven and Earth are united and 
God’s human images rule all of creation in the love and power of God. 

REVELATION 1:5b-8 (NIV)
5b“and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and 
the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins 
by his blood, 6and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and 
Father—to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen. 7“Look, he is coming with 
the clouds,” and “every eye will see him, even those who pierced him”; and all peoples 
on earth “will mourn because of him.” So shall it be! Amen. 8“I am the Alpha and the 
Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.””

What we need: A HEAVENLY PERSPECTIVE ON OUR EARTHLY CIRCUMSTANCES 


