
LOVE WINS  
08/11/2018 
 
How do we prove who we are? 
        -God desires we be identified simply by how we love people 
 
1 John 4:7-10 (NIV) 
7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves 
has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, 
because God is love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and 
only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved 
God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear 
friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever 
seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in 
us. 
 
Love God. Love Self. Love Others.  
        -Others: Neighbors and Enemies 
 

Luke 6:27-36 (ESV) 

Love Your Enemies 
27 “But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate 
you,28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29 To one who strikes 
you on the cheek, offer the other also, and from one who takes away your cloak do not 
withhold your tunic[b] either. 30 Give to everyone who begs from you, and from one who 
takes away your goods do not demand them back. 31 And as you wish that others 
would do to you, do so to them. 
32 “If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners love 
those who love them. 33 And if you do good to those who do good to you, what benefit 
is that to you? For even sinners do the same. 34 And if you lend to those from whom 
you expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to get 
back the same amount. 35 But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting 
nothing in return, and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, 
for he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil. 36 Be merciful, even as your Father is 
merciful. 

 
Fear—>Barriers—>Protection (we think we are right so we feel safe)—>Isolation  
Joshua 1:7-9 (NIV) 
7 “Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant 
Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be 
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successful wherever you go. 8 Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; 
meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. 
Then you will be prosperous and successful. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong 
and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will 
be with you wherever you go.” 
 

Genesis 15:1 (NIV) 

The Lord’s Covenant With Abram 

15 After this, the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: 

“Do not be afraid, Abram. 
    I am your shield,[a] (“sovereign”) 
    your very great reward.[b]” (“your reward will be great”) 
 
 
Matthew 14:22-27 (NIV) 

Jesus Walks on the Water 
22 Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to 
the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. 23 After he had dismissed them, he went 
up on a mountainside by himself to pray. Later that night, he was there alone, 24 and the 
boat was already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because 
the wind was against it. 
25 Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. 26 When the 
disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and 
cried out in fear. 
27 But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” 

 
Plan vs. Purpose  
 
 
When joy is a habit, Love is a reflex 
 
 
 

 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (NLT) 
16 Always be joyful. 17 Never stop praying. 18 Be thankful in all circumstances, for this is 
God’s will for you who belong to Christ Jesus. 
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“Instead of telling people what they want, we need to tell them who they are. This works 
every time. We’ll become in our lives whoever the people we love the most say we 
are.” -Bob Goff, “Everybody Always” 
 
LOVE WINS! 
 


