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Does   God   Test   People?     
  
  

Trees   of   Testing   
  
  

Covenant   Partners   Tested     
  
  

Jesus   Passes   the   Test   
  
  

A   test   could   be   an   OPPORTUNITY   or   a   TRAP.   The   difference   is   whether   the   
one   testing   you   has   your   best   interest   in   mind.    

  
  

Humans   are   left   with   an   amazing   opportunity:   TO   PARTNER   WITH   GOD...but,   
no   one   is   qualified.     

  
  

And   all   this   brings   us   to   Jesus.    
  
  

Jesus   Prays   in   Gethsemane   
  

Matthew   26:36-44   (NIV)   
  

36”Then   Jesus   went   with   his   disciples   to   a   place   called   Gethsemane,   and   he   said   to   
them,   “Sit   here   while   I   go   over   there   and   pray.”   37He   took   Peter   and   the   two   sons   of   
Zebedee   along   with   him,   and   he   began   to   be   sorrowful   and   troubled.   38Then   he   said   to   
them,   “My   soul   is   overwhelmed   with   sorrow   to   the   point   of   death.   Stay   here   and   keep   
watch   with   me.”    
39Going   a   little   farther,   he   fell   with   his   face   to   the   ground   and   prayed,   “My   Father,   if   it   is  
possible,   may   this   cup   be   taken   from   me.   Yet   not   as   I   will,   but   as   you   will.”    



40Then   he   returned   to   his   disciples   and   found   them   sleeping.   “Couldn’t   you   men   keep   
watch   with   me   for   one   hour?”   he   asked   Peter.   41“Watch   and   pray   so   that   you   will   not   fall   
into   temptation.   The   spirit   is   willing,   but   the   flesh   is   weak.”    
42He   went   away   a   second   time   and   prayed,   “My   Father,   if   it   is   not   possible   for   this   cup   
to   be   taken   away   unless   I   drink   it,   may   your   will   be   done.”    
43When   he   came   back,   he   again   found   them   sleeping,   because   their   eyes   were   heavy.   
44So   he   left   them   and   went   away   once   more   and   prayed   the   third   time,   saying   the   same   
thing.”   

  
  

In   this   account,   Jesus   shows   us   what   “passing   the   test”   looks   like:    

1. He   trusted   God’s   wisdom    
2. He   loved   others   more   than   himself    
3. And   he   confronted   evil   with   good   

  
A    test   from   a   GOOD   GOD   is   an   OPPORTUNITY!    
  
  

James   1:2-5   (NIV)   
  

2   “Consider   it   pure   joy,   my   brothers   and   sisters,   whenever   you   face   trials   of   many   kinds,   
3because   you   know   that   the   testing   of   your   faith   produces   perseverance.   4Let   
perseverance   finish   its   work   so   that   you   may   be   mature   and   complete,   not   lacking   
anything.   5If   any   of   you   lacks   wisdom,   you   should   ask   God,   who   gives   generously   to   all   
without   finding   fault,   and   it   will   be   given   to   you.”  
  
  

New   Wine   +   Old   Wineskins   =   RUIN   


