
 
“Good News”: A Series in the Gospels (Part 2) 

Intro: 

The Gospel of Luke tells the story of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. The 
companion to the Gospel account Luke wrote was Acts, which retells the work of 
Jesus' spirit after his ascension, and the story of the movement of people he 
inspired. 

Luke Chapters 1-2:  

We read of the amazing events surrounding the birth of Jesus. The humble conditions 
of his family and their low status in Israelite society foreshadow the upside-down nature 
of Jesus’ kingdom. 

Luke Chapters 3-9:  

We see Jesus launch his ministry of good news for the poor and how he brought 
together people from very diverse backgrounds to live together in peace.  

Luke 3:3-17 (TPT) 

“John went preaching and baptizing throughout the Jordan Valley. He persuaded people 
to turn away from their sins and turn to God for the freedom of forgiveness.  

This was to fulfill what was written in the book of the prophet Isaiah:  

“Listen! You will hear a thunderous voice in the lonely wilderness telling you to wake up 
and get your heart ready for the coming of the Lord Jehovah. Every twisted thing in your 
lives must be made straight. Every dark way must be brought to the light. Wrongs 
righted. Injustices removed. Every heart of pride will be humbled low before him. Every 
deception will be exposed and replaced by the truth so that everyone everywhere will be 
ready to see the Life of God!” 

John kept preaching to the many crowds who came out to be baptized, “You are nothing 
but the offspring of poisonous snakes, full of deception! Have you been warned to 
repent before the coming wrath of God? Then turn away from your sins, turn to God, 
and prove it by a changed life. Don’t think for a moment that it’s enough to simply be the 
favored descendants of Abraham. That’s not enough to save you. I’m telling you, God 
could make more sons of Abraham out of stones if he chose to!  

“Even now God’s axe of judgment is poised to chop down your barren tree right down to 
its roots! And every tree that does not produce good fruit will be leveled and thrown into 
the fire.”  



The crowd kept asking him, “What then are we supposed to do?”  

John told them, “Give food to the hungry, clothe the poor, and bless the needy.”  

Even the despised tax collectors came to John to be baptized, and they asked him, 
“What are we to do to prove our hearts have changed?”  

“Be honest,” he replied. “Don’t demand more taxes than what you are required to 
collect.”  

“And us?” asked some soldiers. “What about us?” John answered them, “Be content 
with what you earn. Never extort money or terrify others by threats of violence or be 
guilty of accusing the innocent.”  

During those days, everyone was gripped with messianic expectations, believing the 
Messiah could come at any moment, and many began to wonder if John might be the 
Christ.  

But John made it clear by telling them, “There is one coming who is mightier than I. He 
is supreme. In fact, I’m not worthy of even being his slave. I can only baptize you in this 
river, but he will baptize you into the Spirit of holiness and into his raging fire. He has in 
his hands a winnowing fork to clean up his threshing floor! He will separate the wheat 
from the chaff. The wheat he will gather into his barn, but he will burn the chaff in a fire 
that no one can ever put out!”” 

 

3 Kinds of People:  

1. The Crowd  

2. The Tax Collectors 

3. The Soldiers 

 

Wheat vs. Chaff  

	


