
It’s Time To Graduate



Ephesians 4:11-13 NLT

11
Now these are the gifts Christ gave to 

the church: the apostles, the prophets, 

the evangelists, and the pastors and 

teachers.
12

Their responsibility is to equip 

God’s people to do his work and build up 

the church, the body of Christ.
13

This will 

continue until we all come to such unity 

in our faith and knowledge of God’s Son 

that we will be mature in the Lord, 

measuring up to the full and complete 

standard of Christ.



Ephesians 4:14-16 NLT

14
Then we will no longer be immature 

like children. We won’t be tossed and 

blown about by every wind of new 

teaching. We will not be influenced 

when people try to trick us with lies so 

clever they sound like the truth. 

15
Instead, we will speak the truth in 

love, growing in every way more and more 

like Christ, who is the head of his body, 

the church.



Ephesians 4:16 NLT

16
He makes the whole body fit 

together perfectly. As each part

does its own special work, it helps 

the other parts grow, so that the 

whole body is healthy and growing

and full of love.

Love = Agape



We can grow older 

in church without 

growing healthier in 

Christ.



Ephesians 3:16-18 NLT

16
I pray that from his glorious, unlimited 

resources he will empower you with 

inner strength through his Spirit.
17

Then 

Christ will make his home in your hearts 

as you trust in him. Your roots will grow 

down into God’s love and keep you 

strong.
18

And may you have the power to 

understand, as all God’s people should, 

how wide, how long, how high, and how 

deep his love is.



Ephesians 3:19-20 NLT

19
May you experience the love of Christ, 

though it is too great to understand 

fully. Then you will be made complete 

with all the fullness of life and power

that comes from God. 
20

Now all glory 

to God, who is able, through his mighty 

power at work within us, to accomplish 

infinitely more than we might ask or 

think.



We need God’s Power



2 Peter 1:2-3 NLT

2
May God give you more and more 

grace and peace as you grow in your 

knowledge of God and Jesus our Lord.

3
By his divine power, God has given us 

everything we need for living a godly 

life. We have received all of this by 

coming to know him, the one who 

called us to himself by means of his 

marvelous glory and excellence.



2 Peter 1:4-5 NLT

4
And because of his glory and 

excellence, he has given us great and 

precious promises. These are the promises 

that enable you to share his divine nature 

and escape the world’s corruption 

caused by human desires. 
5

In view of all 

this, make every effort to respond to 

God’s promises. Supplement your faith 

with a generous provision of moral 

excellence, and moral excellence with 

knowledge,



2 Peter 1:6-7 NLT

6
and knowledge with self-control, 

and self-control with patient 

endurance, and patient endurance 

with godliness,
7

and godliness with 

brotherly affection, and brotherly 

affection with love for everyone. 



2 Peter 1:8-9 NLT

8
The more you grow like this, the 

more productive and useful you will 

be in your knowledge of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.
9

But those who fail to 

develop in this way are shortsighted 

or blind, forgetting that they have 

been cleansed from their old sins.



God Wants Us All To Be 

Free in Christ



ACTS 3 & 4 | MORE POWER

•Peter and John heal a lame man.

•They preach Jesus and are imprisoned.

•They are threatened and released.

• Instead of retreating, they gather to 

pray.

•They ask God for MORE BOLDNESS!

•The building shakes, they are filled with 

the Holy Spirit, and preach boldly again!



Acts 4:23-24 NLT

23
As soon as they were freed, Peter and 

John returned to the other believers 

and told them what the leading priests 

and elders had said.
24

When they heard 

the report, all the believers lifted their 

voices together in prayer to God…



Acts 4:29-31 NLT

29
And now, O Lord, hear their threats, 

and give us, your servants, great 

boldness in preaching your 

word.
30

Stretch out your hand with 

healing power; may miraculous signs and 

wonders be done through the name of 

your holy servant Jesus.” 
31

After this 

prayer, the meeting place shook, and 

they were all filled with the Holy Spirit. 

Then they preached the word of God 

with boldness.



ACTS 5:17–41 NLT WORTHY TO SUFFER

• The apostles are arrested and imprisoned 

again.

• An angel frees them, and they return to 

preaching Jesus.

• They are arrested again and brought before 

the high council.

• They declare, “We must obey God rather 

than any human authority.”

• They are flogged, threatened, and released.

• They leave REJOICING that they were 

counted worthy to suffer for Jesus!



Acts 5:41 NLT

41 The apostles left the high council 

rejoicing that God had counted them 

worthy to suffer disgrace for the name 

of Jesus. 
42

And every day, in the Temple 

and from house to house, they continued

to teach and preach this message: “Jesus 

is the Messiah.”



God Wants Us To Move 

Forward in Power



ACTS 27 – Cut The Life Boats

• Paul is a prisoner aboard a ship headed for 

Rome.

• A violent storm threatens to destroy the ship.

• For days, they see no sun or stars and lose all 

hope.

• God assures Paul that everyone aboard will 

survive.

• Some sailors attempt to escape in the lifeboat.

• Paul warns that they must remain aboard to 

survive.



Acts 5:41 NLT

30
Then the sailors tried to abandon the 

ship; they lowered the lifeboat as 

though they were going to put out 

anchors from the front of the 

ship.
31

But Paul said to the commanding 

officer and the soldiers, “You will all 

die unless the sailors stay aboard.”
32

So 

the soldiers cut the ropes to the 

lifeboat and let it drift away.



It’s Time To Graduate
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