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1 Then He said to the disciples, “It is impossible that no offenses should come, but 
woe to him through whom they do come!  -  Luke 17:1 (NKJV) 

Offense (skandalizō) = Scandal or Trap. 

 OFFENSE  is an  EVENT , 
but  OFFENDED  is a  DECISION . 
19 A brother offended is more unyielding than a strong city, and quarreling is like the 
bars of a castle.  -  Proverbs 18:19 

A Defense Against Offense: 

1.  GUARD  your  HEART . 
23 Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it flow the springs of life. 
-  Proverbs 4:23 

Remember: Offensive things that happen  TO  me 
do not have to live  IN  me. 

2. Be  QUICK  to  FORGIVE . 
13 Be gentle and ready to forgive; never hold grudges. Remember, the Lord 
forgave you, so you must forgive others.  -  Colossians 3:13 (TLB) 

3. Move  ON . 
27 “But I say to you who are listening: Love your enemies, do good to those who 
hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.” 
-  Luke 6:27-28 (NET) 

Remember: The  POTENTIAL  ahead of me 
is greater than the  PAIN  behind me. 

Unless otherwise noted, all Scriptures are from the English Standard Version (ESV). 

 

1 PETER 3:8-17 
§ The first verse in this passage (v. 8) is a list of several 

attributes Christ-followers should have. What are some 
practical ways we can live out these attributes? 

§ One of Jesus’s last prayers (in the Garden of Gethsemane) 
before being arrested and crucified was for the unity of 
believers (John 17:20-23) and the New Testament letters 
speak often of unity (e.g., v. 8). Why does Jesus put such 
an emphasis on unity? 

§ How do you think the church is doing on being unified? 
While many things can tear apart unity, in what ways do 
“offense” tear apart unity? 

§ How are we often tempted to respond when someone 
offends us (v. 9)? In what way should we respond instead? 

§ Verses 10-12 are a quote from Psalm 34:12-16. Just 
before these verses, it says “I will teach you what it means 
to fear the Lord” (Psalm 34:11). How are these verses an 
explanation of what it means to fear the Lord? Why does 
the fear of God have anything to do with how we treat 
others and respond to offenses? 

§ Psalm 34:17-19 goes on to talk about suffering offenses. 
Do these verses say that fearing God means we’ll never 
face problems? What do these verses teach us instead? 

§ Why does fearing (or trusting in) God give us confidence 
and hope when we face offenses and suffering (v. 13-14)? 

§ What opportunities can arise when we respond to offense 
with peace and blessing (v. 15-16)? How should we 
respond to these opportunities? 


