
2020-21 SERMON SERIES

THE ACTS OF FAITH





“The Father of Missions”
WILLIAM CAREY



“I can plod, I can persevere 
to any definite pursuit.”

WILLIAM CAREY

#1 DETERMINED



“I’m not afraid of failure, 
I’m afraid of succeeding at 
things that don’t matter.”

WILLIAM CAREY

#2 COURAGEOUS



“I am in a strange land, 
no Christian friend, 

a large family, and nothing 
to supply their wants.”

WILLIAM CAREY

#3 RESILIENT



“Expect great things from God; 
attempt great things for God.”

WILLIAM CAREY

#4 OPTIMISTIC



“To know the will of God, 
we need an open Bible and 

an open map.”

WILLIAM CAREY

#5 SUBMISSIVE



ACTS 8: 26-40 ESV



ACTS 8:5  ESV

“Philip went down to the cityof Samaria
and proclaimed to them the Christ.”



JERUSALEM

Judea

ISRAEL

Samaria

Gaza

EGYPT & 
ETHIOPIA

Now an angel of the 
Lord said to Philip, 

“Rise and go toward the 
south to the road that 

goes down from 
Jerusalem to Gaza.” 

This is a desert place.
And he rose and went.

ACTS 8: 26-40 ESV

Coastal
Highway



And he rose and went. 



ACTS 8: 26-40 ESV

And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, 
a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians,

who was in charge of all her treasure.



ACTS 8: 26-40 ESV

He had come to Jerusalem to worship
and was returning, seated in his chariot, 

and he was reading the prophet Isaiah.



ACTS 8: 26-40 ESV

And the Spirit said to Philip, 
“Go over and join this chariot.”

So Philip ran to him.



So Philip ran to him. 



ACTS 8: 26-40 ESV

So Philip ran to him and heard him reading 
Isaiah the prophet and asked, 

“Do you understand what you are reading?”



ACTS 8: 26-40 ESV

And he said, “How can I, 
unless someone guides me?” 





Observation.  
Interpretation.  
Application.



Who? 
What? 
Why?
When?
Where?
How?

Key words?  Commands? Promises?
Repetitive Statements? Personal Questions?

STEP 1:  OBSERVATION



Observation.  
Interpretation.  

Application.



STEP 2:  INTERPRETATION

Literal 
What is the clear and 
obvious meaning?

Historical
How does culture 
impact meaning?

Grammatical
How do we define 
key words?



“Jacob wrestled
With God.”

Fig. “Like Jacob, we all 
Have wrestled with God.

Figurative Examples:

“Owns a cattle on a 
thousand hills.”

“But seventy times 
seven.”

“This is my body,
broken for you.”

LITERAL INTERPRETATION



“Greet one another 
with a holy kiss.”
Romans 16:16

Culture aids context
Culture aids application

Holy Kiss?
[Cultural Equivalent: 
America’s welcoming 
handshake.]

HISTORICAL INTERPRETATION



“Teach your children 
these things.”
Deut. 11:19

Grammatical Tense:
“TEACH” 
[root: like sharpening a knife]

Grammatical Usage:
“BAPTIZE”
[baptizo: transliteration 
of the Latin word 
meaning “immerse”]

Grammatical Meaning
”AMEN” [to agree, to say ‘so be it’]

GRAMMATICAL INTERPRETATION



“There is no God.”
Psalm 14:1 ; 53:1

Is the statement 
consistent 
with the author?

Is this statement 
consistent 
with scripture?

Is this statement 
consistent 
with its context?

BASIC: CONTEXT IS KING



“There is nothing 
new under the 
sun.” Ecclesiastes 1:9

Consider Genre
- Poetry: this is cynical 

language written 
in prose.

Narrative
- Author writing style 

and specific goals

ADVANCED: CONSIDERING GENRE



Observation.  
Interpretation.  
Application.



STEP 3:  APPLICATION

S
P
A
C
E
P
E
T
S



STEP 3:  APPLICATION

S
P
A
C
E
P
E
T
S

Sin to confess?
Promise to claim?
Attitude to change?
Command to obey?
Example to follow?
Prayer to pray?
Error to avoid?
Truth to believe?
Some reason for praise?



Observation. 
WHAT DO WE SEE?  

Interpretation. 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

Application. 
WHAT SHOULD WE DO?



ACTS 8: 26-40 ESV

Do you understand what you are reading?
And he said, “How can I, 

unless someone guides me?” 



ACTS 8: 26-40 ESV

And he invited Philip 
to come up and sit with him.

Now the passage of the Scripture 
that he was reading was this:



Scroll of Isaiah 53:7-8

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter 
and like a lamb before its shearer is 
silent, so he opens not his mouth.
In his humiliation justice was denied 
him. Who can describe his generation? 
For his life is taken away from the earth.”



ACTS 8: 26-40 ESV

And the eunuch said to Philip, “About 
whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, 

about himself or about someone else?”



ACTS 8: 26-40 ESV

Then Philip opened his mouth, 
and beginning with this Scripture he told 

him the good news about Jesus.



Then Philip opened his mouth. 



ACTS 8: 26-40 ESV

And as they were going along the road they came 
to some water, and the eunuch said, ”See, here is 

water!” What prevents me from being baptized?



ACTS 8: 26-40 ESV

And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they 
both went down into the water, Philip and the 

eunuch, and he baptized him.



ACTS 8: 26-40 ESV

And when they came up out of the water, the 
Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away,

And the eunuch saw him no more, 
and went on his way rejoicing.



And he rose and went.

So Philip ran to him.

Then Philip opened his mouth.

FAITHFUL

OBEDIENT

COURAGEOUS



G AL ATI AN S 5 : 16-26



Should I stay?
OR Should I go?



You feel 

You feel 

You feel 

You feel 

You feel 

S H O U L D  I  S T A Y  O R  S H O U L D  I  G O ?

You feel 



FIND

SEE

RECEIVE

VERIFY

REALIZE

ENSURE

S H O U L D  I  S T A Y  O R  S H O U L D  I  G O ?



“Expect great things from God; 
attempt great things for God.”

WILLIAM CAREY

#4 OPTIMISTIC

#5 SUBMISSIVE

#3 RESILIENT

#2 COURAGEOUS

#1 DETERMINED


