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“He is no fool who gives up 
what he cannot keep 

to gain what he cannot lose.”

JIM ELLIOT



Am I able to love people who do not love me?



THE FAITH OF A MARTYR

ACTS 7 ESV



A FAITH THAT IS SET APART

ACCUSED
ACTS 6 ESV



ACTS 7:1-50 ESV

HIS DEFENSE
HIS KNOWLEDGE
HIS UNDERSTANDING
HIS COURAGE

And Stephen said: 
“Brothers and fathers, hear me.”

HISAPPROACH

And the high priest said, 
“Are these things so?



SEE THE PAST

SPOT THE PATTERN

STOP THE CYCLE

PATTERNS



ABRAHAM
ACTS 7:2-8

GOD GAVE A PROMISE BUT…

SEE THE PAST

SPOT THE PATTERN

STOP THE CYCLE



JOSEPH
GOD GAVE A SAVIOR, BUT…

ACTS 7:9-16

SEE THE PAST

SPOT THE PATTERN

STOP THE CYCLE



MOSES
ACTS 7:17-43

GOD GAVE A DELIVERER, BUT…

SEE THE PAST

SPOT THE PATTERN

STOP THE CYCLE



TEMPLE
ACTS 7:44-50

GOD IS NOT LIMITED TO A BUILDING



ACTS 7:1-50 ESV

And Stephen said: 
“Brothers and fathers, hear me.”

SEE THE PAST

SPOT THE PATTERN

STOP THE CYCLE



You stiff necked people,
Uncircumcised in heart and ears,
You always resist the Holy Spirit. 

ACTS 7: 51-53 ESV



As your fathers did, so do you. 
Which of the prophets did 

your fathers not persecute?  

ACTS 7: 51-53 ESV



And they killed those who announced 
beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, 
whom you have now betrayed and murdered,

ACTS 7: 51-53 ESV



HAUGHTY 

HARDENED

DEFIANT

MONOTONOUS

COMBATIVE

Stiff-necked people.

Uncircumcised in Heart & Ears.

You always resist the Holy Spirit.

You do just as your fathers did.

You reject the very one’s God sends.

“As your fathers did, 
so do you.”



54 Now when they heard these things 
they were enraged, and they 

ground their teeth at him.

ACTS 7:54-60 ESV



55 But he, full of the Holy Spirit, 
gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God.  

And he said,

ACTS 7:54-60 ESV



56 “Behold, I see the heavens opened, 
and the Son of Man standing 

at the right hand of God.”

ACTS 7:54-60 ESV



57 But they cried out with a loud voice 
and stopped their ears 

and rushed together at him.

ACTS 7:54-60 ESV



58 Then they cast him out of the 
city and stoned him.  

ACTS 7:54-60 ESV



And the witnesses laid down their garments 
at the feet of a young man named Saul.

ACTS 7:54-60 ESV



59 And as they were stoning Stephen, 
he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”

ACTS 7:54-60 ESV



60 And falling to his knees he cried out 
with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold 

this sin against them.”

ACTS 7:54-60 ESV



ACTS 7:54-60 ESV

60 And when he said this, he fell asleep.



“As your fathers did,
So do you.”

SEE THE PAST

SPOT THE PATTERN

STOP THE CYCLE



Am I able to love people who do not love me?

HAUGHTY 
HARDENED
DEFIANT
MONOTONOUS
COMBATIVE



REBUKE

RENEW

RELEASE

REST

Fathers, brothers, hear me.

Full of the Spirit, gazed into heaven.

Don’t hold this against them.

And he fell asleep. “Fathers, brothers,
hear me.”



REBUKE ANY ERROR

RENEW YOUR MINDEST

RELEASE ANY RESENTMENT

REST IN GOD’S PLAN

“What business is mine to 
judge the outside of the 
church?  Is it not those 
inside the church you 
are to judge?”
1 Cor. 5:12

Anger, Resentment, Bitterness



“Do not judge, or you 
too will be judged.  For 
in the same way you 
judge others, you will 
be judged, and with the 
measure you use, it will 
be measured to you.
Matt. 7:1-6

REBUKE ANY ERROR

RENEW YOUR MINDEST

RELEASE ANY RESENTMENT

REST IN GOD’S PLAN

Judgement, Manipulation, Shame



“You have heard that it 
was said, “Love your 
neighbor’ and ‘Hate your 
enemy.’ But I tell you, 
“love your enemies and 
pray for those who 
persecute you.”
Matt. 5:44

REBUKE ANY ERROR

RENEW YOUR MINDSET

RELEASE ANY RESENTMENT

REST IN GOD’S PLAN

Perspective, Obedience, Faith



“Do not be deceived, 
God is not mocked, for 
whatever man sows 
that he will also reap.”
Gal. 6:7

REBUKE ANY ERROR

RENEW YOUR MINDSET

RELEASE ANY RESENTMENT

REST IN GOD’S PLAN
Empathy, Forgiveness, Prayer 



“And we know that for 
those who love God all 
things work together for 
the good, for those who 
are called according to 
His purposes.”
Romans 8:28

REBUKE ANY ERROR

RENEW YOUR MINDSET

RELEASE ANY RESENTMENT

REST IN GOD’S PLAN
Sovereignty, Grace, Love



SEE THE PAST

SPOT THE PATTERN

STOP THE CYCLE



EZEKIEL 36:26

And I will give you a new heart, and 
put a new spirit in you;  I will remove 
from you your heart of stone and give 

you a heart of flesh.  
Tender, Responsive Heart



EZEKIEL 36:27

And I will put my Spirit in you and 
move you to follow my decrees and 

be careful to keep my laws.  



“He is no fool who gives up 
what he cannot keep 

to gain what he cannot lose.”

JIM ELLIOT



“I really do not believe 
their lives were wasted.”

VALERIE (SHEPARD) ELLIOT

Valerie Elliot

Elisabeth Elliot


