


8 PERSISTENT PRAYERS

1. UNITY WILL BE OUR (MY) AIM

2. CARING WILL BE OUR (MY) FOCUS

3. GRATITUDE WILL BE OUR (MY) GOAL

4. PROTECTION WILL BE OUR (MY) PLEA

5. PERSEVERANCE WILL BE OUR (MY) CRY

6. SCRIPTURE WILL BE OUR (MY) REFUGE

7. REVIVAL WILL BE OUR (MY) HOPE

8. PRAYER WILL BE OUR (MY) WEAPON

#TRUENORTHSERIES2020



Summer 2020
Love our Community



THE BEST COFFEE.



MATTH E W 5: 1 -2

Seeing the crowds, he went up on the 
mountain, and when he sat down, his 
disciples came to him.  And he opened 
his mouth and taught them saying...

SERMON ON THE MOUNT



1. Poor in Spirit: HUMILITY
“The Pharisee & Publican”

2. Mourn: TRUST
“Parable of the Weeds” Matt. 13:24-30

3. Meek: SELF-CONTROL
“The Invited Guests” Luke 14: 7-14

4. Hunger and Thirst for 
Righteousness: OBEDIENCE
“The Prodigal Son” Luke 15:11-32

Where do your priorities lie?

BIG ROCKS FIRST
”Seek first the kingdom of God”

Blessed are the…



5. Merciful: COMPASSION
“The Good Samaritan” Luke 10: 29-37

6. Pure in Heart: PURITY
“The Heart of Man” Matt. 15:10-20

7. Peacemakers
PRIORITY OF FORGIVENESS
“The Unforgiving Servant” Matt. 18:23-35

8. Persecuted for 
Righteousness
PRIORITY OF FAITHFULNESS
“The Tenant Farmers” Matt. 21:33-45

Where do your priorities lie?

BIG ROCKS FIRST
”Seek first the kingdom of God”

Blessed are the…



Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they shall see God.

Matthew 5:8

Fifth Beatitude



Pure Heart?
Katharos “Clean, Unstained, blameless”
Purified by fire or by pruning



Pure Heart?
Kardeeah “Physical and Spiritual Heart”
Residence of our thoughts, desires, will, character.



Secret Heart
“Behold, you delight in truth in 
the inward being, and you teach 
me wisdom in the secret heart.” 

PSALM 51:6



For they shall
see God?



Creation.
Presence.
Scripture.
Providence.
Comfort.
Christ.
Believers.

See God?



T H E  H E A R T O F  M A N

WHAT DEFILES A MAN?

“Cast Alongside”

MATTHEW 15: 10-20



MARK 7: 1-20

CEREMONIAL PURITY



Mark 7: 1-23

Now when the Pharisees gathered to 
him, with some of the scribes who had 

come from Jerusalem, they saw that 
some of his disciples ate with hands 
that were defiled, that is, unwashed.

DEFILED HANDS



Mark 7: 1-23

(For the Pharisees and all the Jews do not 
eat unless they wash their hands properly,
holding to the tradition of the elders, and 
when they come from the marketplace, 

they do not eat unless they wash.)

TRADITION OF THE ELDERS



Mark 7: 1-23

(And there are many other traditions 
that they observe, such as the 
washing of cups and pots and 

copper vessels and dining couches.)

TRADITION OF THE ELDERS



Mark 7: 1-23

And the Pharisees and the scribes asked 
him, “Why do your disciples not walk 

according to the tradition of the 
elders, but eat with defiled hands?”

DEFILED HANDS



Mark 7: 1-23

And he said to them, “Well did Isaiah 
prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is 

written,“ ‘This people honors me with their 
lips, but their heart is far from me;

YOU HYPOCRITES



Mark 7: 1-23

“In vain do they worship me, teaching 
as doctrines the commandments of men.
You leave the commandment of God and 

hold to the tradition of men.”

TRADITIONS



Dr. Constable
#truenorthseries

that God has not made 

as God’s word.
and treating them as equally authoritative 

Legalism involves making laws 



Mark 7: 1-23

And he said to them, “You have a fine way 
of rejecting the commandment of God in 

order to establish your tradition!

TRADITIONS



Mark 7: 1-23

For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and 
your mother’; and, ‘Whoever reviles 

father or mother must surely die.’

TRADITIONS



Mark 7: 1-23

But you say, ‘If a man tells his father or 
his mother, “Whatever you would 
have gained from me is Corban”’ 

(that is, given to God)

TRADITIONS



Mark 7: 1-23

Then you no longer permit him to do 
anything for his father or mother, thus 
making void the word of God by your 
tradition that you have handed down.

And many such things you do.

TRADITIONS



Wes Fesler
#truenorthseries

to preach integrity from a

den of corruption.

Hypocrisy is the audacity 



Mark 7: 14-23

HEAR AND UNDERSTAND

And he called the people to him 
again and said to them, ”Hear me, 

all of you, and understand:”



WHAT DEFILES?

“There is nothing outside a person that 
by going into him can defile him, but the 

things that come out of a person are 
what defile him.”

Mark 7: 14-23



WHAT DEFILES?

And when he had entered the house and 
left the people, his disciples asked him 

about the parable.  And he said to them, 
”Then are you also without understanding?”

Mark 7: 14-23



WHAT DEFILES?

Do you not see that whatever goes 
into a person from outside cannot 

defile him, since it enters not his heart 
but his stomach, and is expelled?

(Thus he declared all foods clean)

Mark 7: 14-23



WHAT DEFILES?

And he said, “What comes out of 
a person is what defiles him.”

Mark 7: 14-23



THE HEART OF MAN

For from within, out of the heart of man, 
come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, 

theft, murder, adultery, coveting, 
wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, 

slander, pride, foolishness.

Mark 7: 14-23



THE HEART OF MAN

All these evil things come from 
within, and they defile a person.

Mark 7: 14-23



HYPOCRITES!
MATT. 23:25-26

“Woe to you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! 
For you clean the outside 
of the cup and the plate, but 
inside you are full of greed 
and self-indulgence.
You blind Pharisee! 

First clean the inside of the 
cup and the plate, that the 
outside also may be clean.



Then the disciples came and 
said to him, “Why do you speak 

to them in parables?”

TRUE NORTH LIVING

Do I care more about the person people see or the person God sees?

“GODLY PRIORITIES ALWAYS START
WHEN PURITY RESIDES IN OUR SECRET HEART.”



“For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man 
who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror.  For he looks at himself 

and goes away and at once forgets what he was like.” 
JAMES 1: 23-24

MIRROR PRINCIPLE



Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they shall see God.

Matthew 5:8

Fifth Beatitude



Evil thoughts.
Sexual Immorality.
Theft.
Murder.
Adultery.
Coveting.
Wickedness.
Deceit.
Sensuality.
Envy.
Slander.
Pride.
Foolishness.

Pure Heart?



“Blessed are those who…



10. REVIVE

9. RESET

8. RENEW

7. RESTORE

6. REFRESH

4. RECOGNIZE

3. RELEASE

5. REFINE

2. REMOVE

1. RESCUE

“ T H E  P R A Y E R  O F  R E N E W A L ”  
P S A L M  5 1  

“Have mercy 
on me O God” 

“Blot out 
my transgressions” 

“My sin is 
ever before me” 

“Against You only 
I have sinned” 

“You teach me wisdom 
in the secret heart” 

“Let the bones you 
have crushed rejoice” 

“Restore unto me 
the joy of my salvation” 

“Renew a right spirit 
within me” 

“Then I will teach 
transgressors your ways” 

“Open my lips, my mouth 
will declare your praise” 


