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GRUDGE
D Y N A M I C S

“May no  Root of Bitterness spring up and cause trouble.”
H E B R E W S  1 2 : 1 5



Murder SHE WROTE
MARK 6:14-29



M A C H A E R U S

KING OF  THE H ILL
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King Herod heard of it, 
for Jesus’ name had become known. 



Some said, “John the Baptist has 
been raised from the dead. That is why these 

miraculous powers are at work in him.”



But others said, “He is Elijah.” 
And others said, “He is a prophet, 
like one of the prophets of old.”



But when Herod heard of it, he said, 
“John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.”



King HEROD HEARD OF IT

KING HEROD
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For it was Herod who had sent and seized John 
and bound him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his 

brother Philip's wife, because he had married her.



For John had been saying to Herod, 
“It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.”



And Herodias had a grudge against him and 
wanted to put him to death,



But she could not, for Herod feared John, 
knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, 

and he kept him safe.



When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed, 
and yet heard him gladly.



Herodias had a grudge

HERODIAS
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But an opportunity came when Herod on his 
birthday gave a banquet for his nobles and military 

commanders and the leading men of Galilee.



For when Herodias’s daughter came in and danced, 
she pleased Herod and his guests.



And the king said to the girl,
“Ask for me whatever you wish, 

and I will give it to you.”



And he vowed to her, “Whatever you ask me, 
I will give to you, up to half of my kingdom.”



And she went out and said to her mother, 
“For what should I ask?”



And she said,
“The head of John the Baptist.”



And she came in immediately with haste to the king 
and asked, saying, “I want you to give me at once the 

head of John the Baptist on a platter.”



What should I ask?

SALOME
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And the king was exceedingly sorry, 
but because of his oaths and his guests he did 

not want to break his word to her.



And immediately the king sent an executioner 
with orders to bring John’s head.  



He went and beheaded him in the prison and 
brought his head on a platter and gave it to the 

girl, and the girl gave it to her mother.



When his disciples heard of it, they came and 
took his body and laid it in a tomb.



Murder SHE WROTE

“And Herodias had a  Grudge against him and wanted to put him to death.”
M A R K  6 : 1 9
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D Y N A M I C S

GRUDGE



D Y N A M I C S

GRUDGE



D Y N A M I C S

GRUDGE



D Y N A M I C S

GRUDGE



HOLDING A  DOESN’T MAKE YOU STRONG
IT MAKES YOU BITTER.  

G R U D G E

D A V I D  W I L L I S



RELEASING A      DOESN’T MAKE YOU WEAK
IT MAKES YOU FREE!
G R U D G E

D A V I D  W I L L I S



P O I S O N  R O O T S

“May no  Root of Bitterness spring up and cause trouble.”
H E B R E W S  1 2 : 1 5



H I N D E R  P R A Y E R S

“And whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have 
anything against anyone, so that your Father also who is in 

heaven may forgive you your trespasses.” 
M A R K  1 1 : 2 5



D E L A Y  M E R C Y

“For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will 
also forgive you, but if you do not forgive others their trespasses, 

neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” 
M A T T H E W  6 : 1 4 - 1 5



H A R D E N  H E A R T S

“See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; 
that no “root of bitterness” springs up and causes 

trouble, and by it many become defiled.”
H E B R E W S  1 2 : 1 5



O F F E N D  G O D

“Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have 
against one another.  Forgive as the Lord forgave you.” 

C O L O S S I A N S  3 : 1 3



HOLDING A    IS LIKE DRINKING RAT POISON
AND WAITING FOR THE RAT TO DIE.

G R U D G E

D Y N A M I C S

G R U D G E



FORGIVENESS

WOUNDS



Forgiveness IS NOT Forgiveness IS

Approving nor Dismissive
“Go and sin no more.” John 8:11

A Choice to Recover
“Love keeps no record of wrongs.” 1 Cor. 13:5

Justifying nor Pardoning
“A man reaps what he sows.” Galatians 6:7

Forgetfulness nor Trust
“Like a fool that returns to his vomit.” Proverbs 26:11

A Choice to Repair
“As far as the east is from the west.” Psalm 103:12

Suppressive nor Counterfeit
“Hypocrites… they honor with their lips.” Mark 7:6

A Choice to Renew
“Let no root of bitterness.” Hebrews 12:15

F O R G I V E N
Adapted from ‘Total Forgiveness’

A Choice to Release
“When reviled… he did not revile.” 1 Peter 2:23

“Forgiveness will not change the past, but it will enlarge the future.”



When we strive against all thoughts of revenge; 
when we will not do our enemies’ mischief, 
but wish well to them, 
grieve at their calamities, 
pray for them, 
seek reconciliation with them, 
and show ourselves ready on all occasions to relieve them. 
T H O M A S  W A T S O N ,  B O D Y  O F  D I V I N I T Y  
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