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Last month, I found myself in a conversation with a man whose employer had recently transferred him from 

San Francisco to Columbus. He was not happy about it. He told me in great detail about all the things he missed 

about San Francisco. I listened for a while and then finally interrupted him. I gently suggested that he give 

Columbus a chance, that it’s a city with a dynamic dining scene, excellent live music, talented artists, world-

class hospitals, all with a reasonable cost of living. He looked at me in disbelief and then went back to 

complaining.  

 

In fairness, as a child, he most likely didn’t tell everyone: “When I grow up I’m going to live in Columbus, 

Ohio.” How about you? Is living here the fulfillment of a life-long dream? I’m guessing that some of us 

imagined ourselves living somewhere else – in an exciting city like San Francisco or Boston. Or in a farmhouse 

in Maine. Or an oceanfront condo in San Diego.   

 

When the exiles are young, none of them say, “When I grow up I’m going to live in Babylon.” They find 

themselves living somewhere that is not their first choice.  They long to be in Jerusalem. 

 

The prophet Jeremiah knows that. And yet, in his letter, he doesn’t say much if anything about Jerusalem. He 

doesn’t validate their homesickness. Instead, Jeremiah says, and I’m paraphrasing here, “Get over it! Put down 

roots, plant gardens, settle into the life that you are living.” Jeremiah encourages the people to make themselves 

at home - to settle down in Babylon. He encourages them to focus on the present reality of their lives.   

 

I suspect that the exiles have been guilty of indulging in a little nostalgia. “Ah remember how good things were 

back in Jerusalem.” When they aren’t romanticizing the past, they are idealizing the future. “Imagine how 

perfect things will be when we return home.”   

 

We do that too. I wonder at any given time how many of us are either living in the past or anticipating a better 

future. When we are young, we can’t wait for our lives to unfold, we can’t wait to move on to the next thing. 

When we are older, we tend to long for the way things used to be, for the good old days. For so many of us the 

present is held captive to the past or the future. That is true of the exiles. That is why Jeremiah encourages them 

to settle in Babylon.  

 

“Settle” is an interesting word. It speaks of comfort and security. To feel settled is a good thing. To settle is not 

so good.  Advertisements tell us not to settle for anything less than the best. Relationship columns advise people 

not to settle for anyone other than the ideal partner. “Don’t settle,” we are told. I’m not sure that’s always good 

advice. It can prevent us from seeing the good things that are right before our eyes. Not settling makes it hard to 

focus on the present. 

 

Gregory Boyle is a Jesuit priest who, for over twenty years, has served in a Los Angeles neighborhood with a 

high concentration of gang activity. In a recent interview, he talked about the challenge of focusing on the 
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present.  He references the Desert Fathers and Mothers, early Christians monks known for their deep spirituality 

and discipline in seeking God. Boyle says,  

 

Whenever the desert fathers and mothers would get absolutely despondent and didn’t know how they 

were going to put one foot in front of the next, they had this mantra and the mantra wasn’t God and the 

word wasn’t Jesus, but the word was today. That’s sort of the key. There’s a play off-Broadway right 

now called “Now. Here. This.” It’s Now, period, Here, H-E-R-E, period, This.  

 

Boyle continues,  

 

And that’s …become my mantra. Lately, I'm big on mantras. So when I'm walking or before [someone] 

comes into my office, I always say “Now. Here. This, Now. Here. This.” So that I'll be present and right 

here to the person in front of me.1 

 

I am trying to make that my mantra as well. It’s hard to focus on the present time and place. To see the people 

in front of me and not the next task on my to-do list. 

 

Now. Here. This. 

 

Jeremiah’s words challenge us to fully inhabit the life that we are actually living.  To make a home wherever we 

find ourselves. To be present, grounded. There is so much value in figuring out what God is up to in this place. 

This time.   

 

 Now. Here. This.  

 

That’s a good summary of Jeremiah’s message to the exiles. 

 

But Jeremiah wants the exiles to do more than just settle in Babylon.  He writes,    

 

…seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you… and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its 

welfare you will find your welfare. 

 

That word welfare – it means well-being, wholeness. It implies community and connection. Jeremiah says, 

“Seek the well-being and wholeness of the city where I have sent you.” He encourages the exiles to plant 

gardens. To invest in their current situation in tangible, life-giving ways. 

 

What does that look for us here at Broad Street? How do we more deeply link our sense of well-being to the 

well-being of the community in which we find ourselves?  

 

This is not a new question for us. Over the years, we have learned to deeply value our location here at the corner 

of Broad and Garfield. Most days, we do not wish that we were in Clintonville, Dublin, Bexley, German  

Village, New Albany but rather embrace the joys and opportunities of doing ministry in this particular place.    

 

At today’s annual meeting, we heard about some of the new development that is coming to the blocks 

surrounding the church. Elders Bob Lentz and Dave Alexander presented this information and also asked some 

really good questions.  

 

                                                           
1 https://onbeing.org/programs/greg-boyle-the-calling-of-delight-gangs-service-and-kinship-nov2017/  
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How might dramatic changes in our neighborhood lead us to evolve in our understandings of our 

neighbors and our neighborhood mission? 

 

They talked about gentrification. 

 

Should we be a voice urging consideration of neighbors who could be displaced by gentrification?  

 

How do we balance these concerns against the interest of other neighbors who would enjoy the benefits of 

rising property values? 

 

These are complicated questions. Engaging questions. Questions that will be shaping our life together in the 

weeks and months and years to come.  

 

Let me tell you about another way we are more deeply linking our well-being to the well-being of our 

neighbors. Through prayer. Bevelyn Carter is a Broad Street employee. She is the east wing greeter. On 

weekdays mornings she can be found welcoming people who wish to shop at the food pantry or meet with the 

COMPASS staff. She is warm and gracious and welcoming. This past month she started asking our neighbors 

for prayer requests. She then hands them off to Ann who shares them at our weekly staff meeting. People ask 

for prayers for their finances, their health, battles with addiction. People ask for prayers for themselves and their 

family and friends. Some of the requests are poignantly specific. “I need help to be able to get a much needed 

door lock.” Others are more expansive. Here’s another example:  

 

Help me Lord with my finances. I know you are an Almighty God because you delivered me from drugs 

and cancer. And I know you can deliver me from everything. Thank you Lord.  

 

Yeah. This sharing of prayer concerns is another way in which we are planting gardens, investing in this 

neighborhood in tangible, life-giving ways. It’s also a powerful reminder that this work only happens with 

God’s help.  

 

Jeremiah wants the exiles to actively work for the welfare of Babylon but he does not want them to forget the 

God who sent them there in the first place. It is easy to get too focused on our own efforts and take 

responsibility for too much.  If we just work harder, get better organized, do more research, we can fix our 

cities, fix our schools, fix our parents, fix our children, fix ourselves. That is not our job – that job belongs to 

God.   

 

Jeremiah's message had two parts - part #1: live your faith in the here and now and get involved in the city. Part 

#2, a necessary corrective – leave the big picture to God.  

 

In his letter, Jeremiah reminds the people that their long-term future will be determined by God.  He predicts 

that the exile will end – but it will be in God's timing and at God’s initiative.  Jeremiah insists that the future 

rests in God’s hands and the future can be trusted.   

 

If we trust that the future rests in God’s hands, we can work for the welfare of this city with hope and humility. 

(11 a.m. only) We plant gardens. We build houses. We chop wood. Investing in this community in tangible life 

giving ways.    

 

First we have to fully commit ourselves to this place – this city – this neighborhood – this life. Making the most 

of the life that we are actually living – inviting God into everything we do in our actual, real lives – that’s not 

settling. That’s being faithful. And brave. That’s embracing the future with hope.   
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 Now. Here. This.  

 

Amen. 

 

 

 


