Here's a 5-day Bible reading plan and devotional guide based on this week’s message from
Pastor James:

DONTF
QU IT

‘Discipline Makes the Difference!”

s

Day 1: Discipline in Spiritual Growth

Reading: 1 Corinthians 9:24-27

Devotional: Just as athletes train rigorously for a perishable crown, we are called to
discipline ourselves for an imperishable one. Paul's metaphor of running a race reminds us
that our spiritual journey requires intentional effort and focus. Today, reflect on areas of
your spiritual life that need more discipline. Are you consistent in prayer, Bible study, or
serving others? Remember, discipline in these areas isn't about earning God's love, but
about growing closer to Him and becoming more like Christ. Ask God to help you identify
one area where you can be more disciplined this week, and commit to taking a small step
in that direction today.

Day 2: Overcoming Distractions

Reading: Nehemiah 6:1-4

Devotional: Nehemiah's unwavering focus on rebuilding Jerusalem's walls teaches us a
valuable lesson about staying committed to God's calling in our lives. Like Nehemiah, we
often face distractions that threaten to derail our spiritual progress. These might be
external pressures, internal doubts, or simply the busyness of life. Today, consider what
"great work" God has called you to do. What distractions are keeping you from fully
engaging in this work? Pray for discernment to recognize these distractions and for the
strength to respond as Nehemiah did: "l am doing a great work and | cannot come down."
Choose one distraction to consciously set aside today, replacing it with time dedicated to
your "great work" for God.



Day 3: Transforming Our Minds

Reading: Romans 12:1-2

Devotional: Paul's exhortation to be transformed by the renewing of our minds is a
powerful reminder that spiritual growth starts with our thought life. As we align our thinking
with God's truth, our actions naturally follow. Today, pay attention to your thought patterns.
Are there areas where your thinking doesn't align with God's Word? Perhaps you struggle
with negative self-talk, worry, or judgmental thoughts about others. Choose one area to
focus on and actively replace those thoughts with Scripture. For example, if you're prone to
worry, meditate on Philippians 4:6-7. Remember, this transformation is a process that
requires both our effort and God's grace. Ask the Holy Spirit to guide your thoughts
throughout the day.

Day 4: Perseverance in Trials

Reading: James 1:2-4

Devotional: James' perspective on trials challenges our natural response to difficulties.
Instead of viewing hardships as setbacks, he encourages us to see them as opportunities
for spiritual growth. This doesn't mean we should seek out suffering, but rather that we can
trust God's work in us even through challenging times. Reflect on a current trial in your life.
How might God be using this to develop perseverance and maturity in your faith? Ask God
for the strength to endure and the wisdom to learn from this experience. Consider
journaling about ways you've seen God work through past difficulties to encourage yourself
in your present circumstances.

Day 5: God's Unconditional Love

Reading: Romans 8:38-39

Devotional: Paul's powerful declaration of God's unshakeable love serves as an anchor for
our souls. No matter what we face — success or failure, joy or sorrow — nothing can separate
us from God's love in Christ Jesus. This truth should transform how we live and relate to
God. Often, we may feel we need to earn God's love through our discipline or good works.
Today, restin the assurance of God's unconditional love for you. Let this love be the
motivation for your spiritual disciplines, not a reward to be earned. Spend time in prayer,
thanking God for specific ways His love has been evident in your life. As you go through your
day, let the security of God's love empower you to love others more freely and to face
challenges with confidence.



