
U
n
fold

in
g
 G

od
’s Story

 for T
ea

ch
ers

The b
o

o
k o

f E
xo

d
us is o

ne o
f the m

o
st im

p
o

rtant b
o

o
ks o

f H
eb

rew
 histo

ry. Yet it 
d

o
esn’t just rep

o
rt histo

ry; it unveils a d
eep

er view
 and

 und
erstand

ing
 o

f G
o

d
’s 

m
ercy and

 red
em

p
tio

n. The exo
d

us fro
m

 slavery to
 freed

o
m

 w
as fo

und
atio

nal 
fo

r Israel’s faith. It g
ave the Israelites reco

g
nitio

n as a natio
n and

 cem
ented

 
their o

w
n id

entity as a p
eo

p
le having

 a co
venant relatio

nship
 w

ith Yahw
eh. G

o
d

 
p

lanned
 to

 use the enslavem
ent and

 lib
eratio

n o
f H

is p
eo

p
le lo

ng
 b

efo
re these 

events o
ccurred

 (see G
en. 15:13-14). A

t the rig
ht m

o
m

ent in tim
e and

 w
itho

ut the 
Israelites’ aw

areness, a b
ab

y w
as b

o
rn w

ho
 o

ne d
ay w

o
uld

 lead
 them

 to
 freed

o
m

. 
   T

he H
eb

rew
 p

eo
p

le had
 settled

 in the E
g

yp
tian land

 o
f G

o
shen d

uring
 a 

fam
ine m

any years earlier. T
hey w

ere und
er the care and

 p
ro

tectio
n o

f Jo
sep

h, 
o

ne o
f their o

w
n. T

he m
o

ve w
as sup

p
o

sed
 to

 b
e tem

p
o

rary, b
ut the p

eo
p

le
 

p
ro

sp
ered

 and
 b

ecam
e num

ero
us—

and
 a p

erceived
 threat to

 P
harao

h, king
 

o
f E

g
yp

t. T
his p

harao
h w

as a new
 king

 w
ho

 d
id

 no
t kno

w
 o

r care w
ho

 Jo
sep

h
 

w
as. H

e enslaved
 the H

eb
rew

s and
 so

o
n b

ecam
e p

reo
ccup

ied
 w

ith keep
ing

 this 
vast num

b
er o

f lab
o

rers b
usy and

 exhausted
. H

is fear o
f the Israelites’ p

o
tential 

rather than actual threat co
m

p
elled

 him
 to

 cruelly o
p

p
ress G

o
d

’s p
eo

p
le. T

he
 

king
 assum

ed
 that his harsh treatm

ent w
o

uld
 result in few

er b
irths, b

ut he d
id

 
no

t facto
r G

o
d

 into
 his eq

uatio
n. 

   Pharao
h intensified

 his effo
rts and

 o
rd

ered
 the killing

 o
f all the m

ale b
ab

ies. H
e 

o
rd

ered
 the H

eb
rew

 m
id

w
ives to

 kill the infants, b
ut they feared

 G
o

d
 m

o
re than 

Pharao
h. Pharao

h then d
irected

 his o
w

n so
ld

iers to
 elim

inate all the b
ab

y b
o

ys. 
It w

as d
uring

 this ho
rrib

le tim
e G

o
d

’s d
eliverer w

as b
o

rn. Fo
r three m

o
nths the 

b
ab

y’s p
arents, A

m
ram

 and
 Jo

cheb
ed

, w
ho

 w
ere fro

m
 the trib

e o
f Levi, m

anag
ed

 
to

 hid
e the child

, b
ut his cries g

rew
 stro

ng
er and

 hard
er to

 co
nceal. Jo

cheb
ed

’s 
d

esp
eratio

n to
 save her so

n led
 her to

 a p
lan. She p

laced
 him

 in a b
asket o

f 
p

ap
yrus and

 set it safely am
o

ng
 the reed

s in the N
ile. She also

 had
 her yo

ung
 

d
aug

hter, M
iriam

, keep
 w

atch. D
id

 Jo
cheb

ed
 kno

w
 the hab

its o
f the p

rincess 
and

 w
hen she b

athed
 in the river? D

id
 she ho

p
e the p

rincess herself w
o

uld
 see 

the child
 and

 take p
ity o

n him
? Perhap

s, b
ut it’s certain she w

aited
, p

rayed
, and

 
trusted

 G
o

d
. The p

rincess d
id

 see the b
asket, and

 w
hen it w

as o
p

ened
, she saw

 
the child

. H
er kno

w
led

g
e o

f her father’s evil ed
ict and

 that this w
as a H

eb
rew

 b
ab

y 
d

id
 no

t m
atter. H

er heart w
as to

uched
. The d

ivine p
lan unfo

ld
ed

. M
iriam

 o
ffered

 
to

 g
et a H

eb
rew

 w
o

m
an to

 nurse the b
ab

y, and
 she b

ro
ug

ht M
o

ses’ o
w

n m
o

ther. 
The p

rincess very w
ell m

ay have kno
w

n it w
as the b

ab
y’s m

o
ther, that Jo

cheb
ed

 
w

as risking
 her o

w
n life to

 save her child
. In G

o
d

’s p
lan, lo

ve w
o

n o
ut. Jo

cheb
ed

’s 
rew

ard
 w

as the life o
f her so

n! This child
 d

raw
n fro

m
 the w

ater w
as nam

ed
 M

o
ses. 

Later, G
o

d
 w

o
uld

 use him
 to

 p
art the w

aters and
 set his p

eo
p

le free. 
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o
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l p
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e
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s b

e
g

an
 th

e
 C

h
u
rch

.

6
. Je

su
s is p
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B
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h
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o
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h
as p
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 fo
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u
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(Je
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m
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B
ib

le
 Tru

th
: G

o
d

  
alw

ays h
as a p

lan
  

fo
r m

e
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A
r
r
iv

a
l

•
 G

re
e
t ch

ild
re

n
 a

t e
ye

 le
ve

l a
n
d

 e
xp

re
ss h

o
w

 h
a
p

p
y 

yo
u
 a

re
 to

 se
e
 th

e
m

.
•
 B

e
 su

re
 e

a
ch

 ch
ild

 h
a
s a

 n
a
m

e
 ta

g
 a

n
d

 th
e
 se

cu
rity 

m
e
a
su

re
s o

f yo
u
r ch

u
rch

 a
re

 fo
llo

w
e
d

.
•
 L

a
b

e
l a

ll co
a
ts a

n
d

 p
e
rso

n
a
l b

e
lo

n
g

in
g

s. S
tro

n
g

ly 
e
n
co

u
ra

g
e
 ch

ild
re

n
 w

h
o

 h
a
ve

 b
ro

u
g

h
t ite

m
s fro

m
 

h
o

m
e
, su

ch
 a

s to
ys a

n
d

 b
o

o
ks, to

 p
la

ce
 th

e
m

 o
n
 a

 
sh

e
lf w

h
ile

 th
e
y a

re
 w

o
rkin

g
 w

ith
 o

th
e
r m

a
te

ria
ls. 

A
ssu

re
 ch

ild
re

n
 th

e
ir ite

m
s w

ill b
e
 sa

fe
 a

n
d

 th
e
y 

ca
n
 ta

ke
 th

e
m

 h
o

m
e
 a

t th
e
 e

n
d

 o
f th

e
 se

ssio
n
.

•
 H

e
lp

 e
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 ch
ild

 m
a
ke

 a
 ch

o
ice

 w
h
e
re

 h
e
 o

r sh
e
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o

u
ld

 like
 to

 b
e

g
in

 h
is o

r h
e
r C

e
n
te

r T
im

e
.
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u
b

e
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E
xp

re
ss to

 th
e
 b

o
ys an

d
 g

irls th
at e

ve
n

 
th

o
u
g

h
 w

e
 fin

d
 m

an
y sto

rie
s in

 th
e
 B

ib
le

, th
e

 
B

ib
le

 re
ally te

lls o
n
e
 b

ig
 sto

ry, an
d

 all th
e
 little

 
sto

rie
s are

 a p
art o

f th
e
 b

ig
 o

n
e
 w

e
 can

 call 
G

o
d

’s U
n
fo

ld
in

g
 S

to
ry. Te

ll ch
ild

re
n
 th

at e
ach

 
p

ictu
re

 re
p

re
se

n
ts a p

art o
f G

o
d

’s U
n
fo

ld
in

g
 

S
to

ry. Tu
rn

 th
e
 cu

b
e
 an

d
 talk ab

o
u
t e

ach
 p

art 
o

f th
e
 sto

ry. (R
e
fe

r to
 p

ag
e
 1

.) E
xp

re
ss th

at 
e
ve

ry sto
ry fro

m
 th

e
 B

ib
le

 is fro
m

 o
n
e
 o

f th
e

 
m

ain
 p

arts in
 G

o
d

’s U
n
fo

ld
in

g
 S

to
ry. To

d
ay’s 

sto
ry is fro

m
 th

e
 th

ird
 p

art, G
o

d
 ch

o
se

 a 
sp

e
cial p

e
o

p
le

.

• E
xp

re
ss th

e
 fo

llo
w

in
g

 in
 yo

u
r o

w
n
 w

o
rd

s. 
“To

d
ay o

u
r B

ib
le

 sto
ry is ab

o
u
t h

o
w

 G
o

d
 

p
ro

te
cte

d
 a little

 b
ab

y b
o

y n
am

e
d

 M
o

se
s. 

Liste
n
 to

 h
e
ar h

o
w

 G
o

d
 p

ro
te

cte
d

 h
im

. G
o

d
 

take
s care

 o
f u

s, e
ve

n
 w

h
e
n
 w

e
 m

ay b
e
 g

o
in

g
 

th
ro

u
g

h
 a sad

 o
r d

ifficu
lt tim

e
.”
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A
 n

e
w

 kin
g

 h
ad

 co
m

e
 to

 p
o

w
e
r in

 th
e
 lan

d
 

o
f E

g
yp

t w
h
e
re

 th
e
 Israe

lite
s live

d
. T

h
e
 

kin
g

 w
as n

o
t a g

o
o

d
 kin

g
. H

e
 w

an
te

d
 to

 
h
arm

 th
e
 Israe

lite
 b

ab
y b

o
ys. B

u
t G

o
d

 w
as 

m
o

re
 p

o
w

e
rfu

l th
an

 th
e
 kin

g
.

   O
n
e
 d

ay a b
ab

y b
o

y w
as b

o
rn

 to
 a fam

ily 
th

at lo
ve

d
 G

o
d

. T
h
e
 m

o
th

e
r an

d
 fath

e
r w

e
re

 
ve

ry care
fu

l to
 h

id
e
 th

e
 b

ab
y so

 th
e
 kin

g
 

w
o

u
ld

 n
o

t h
arm

 h
im

. A
t first it w

as n
o

t so
 

h
ard

, b
u
t as th

e
 b

ab
y b

o
y g

re
w

, h
is b

ab
y 

n
o

ise
s an

d
 crie

s g
o

t lo
u
d

e
r. It w

as h
ard

 to
 

ke
e
p

 th
e
 little

 b
o

y q
u
ie

t!
   G

o
d

 h
e
lp

e
d

 th
e
 b

ab
y’s m

o
m

m
y to

 th
in

k o
f 

a p
lan

. S
h
e
 to

o
k a b

aske
t an

d
 co

ve
re

d
 th

e
 

o
u
tsid

e
 w

ith
 a sp

e
cial m

ate
rial to

 ke
e
p

 o
u
t 

an
y w

ate
r. S

h
e
 w

rap
p

e
d

 th
e
 b

ab
y sn

u
g

g
ly in

 
a b

lan
ke

t an
d

 p
lace

d
 h

im
 in

 th
e
 b

aske
t. T

h
e
n
 

sh
e
 care

fu
lly p

lace
d

 th
e
 b

aske
t am

o
n
g

 th
e
 

h
ig

h
 g

rasse
s in

 th
e
 w

ate
r o

f th
e
 N

ile
 R

ive
r. 

   T
h
e
 b

ab
y b

o
y h

ad
 an

 o
ld

e
r siste

r n
am

e
d

 
M

iriam
. M

iriam
 w

atch
e
d

 th
e
 b

aske
t care

fu
lly 

fro
m

 a d
istan

ce
 as it sat am

o
n
g

 th
e
 g

rasse
s. 

   T
h
e
 kin

g
’s d

au
g

h
te

r h
ap

p
e
n
e
d

 to
 b

e
 n

e
ar 

th
e
 w

ate
r th

at d
ay, an

d
 sh

e
 saw

 th
e
 b

aske
t. 

S
h
e
 m

ay h
ave

 e
ve

n
 h

e
ard

 a cry co
m

in
g

 fro
m

 
th

e
 b

aske
t. S

h
e
 aske

d
 h

e
r h

e
lp

e
r,” B

rin
g

 m
e
 

th
e
 b

aske
t.” T

h
e
 p

rin
ce

ss o
p

e
n
e
d

 th
e
 b

aske
t 

an
d

 saw
 th

e
 b

ab
y b

o
y! S

h
e
 fe

lt so
rry fo

r th
e
 

little
 b

ab
y an

d
 d

e
cid

e
d

 sh
e
 w

o
u
ld

 n
o

t le
t th

e
 

kin
g

 h
u
rt th

is b
ab

y. T
h
e
 p

rin
ce

ss n
am

e
d

 th
e
 

b
ab

y M
o

se
s. 

   M
iriam

 w
as still clo

se
 b

y an
d

 sh
e
 aske

d
 th

e
 

p
rin

ce
ss, “D

o
 yo

u
 w

an
t m

e
 to

 fin
d

 so
m

e
o

n
e
 

to
 h

e
lp

 take
 care

 o
f th

e
 b

ab
y?” 

   “Ye
s!” said

 th
e
 p

rin
ce

ss. S
o

 M
iriam

 g
o

t h
e
r 

o
w

n
 m

o
th

e
r, w

h
o

 h
e
lp

e
d

 to
 care

 fo
r b

ab
y 

M
o

se
s. M

o
se

s’ fam
ily kn

e
w

 th
at th

e
ir b

ab
y 

w
o

u
ld

 b
e
 safe

. 

T
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e
1. Sho

w
 the teaching

 p
icture fo

r to
d

ay’s B
ib

le 
sto

ry and
 use the fo

llo
w

ing
 rid

d
les to

 review
 

the sto
ry. (1) A

 b
ab

y flo
ated

 o
n the river 

in o
ne o

f these. W
hat is it? (2) So

m
eo

ne 
w

atched
 the b

ab
y. W

ho
 w

as she? (3) She 
fo

und
 a b

ab
y in a b

asket. W
ho

 w
as she? (3) 

The b
ab

y g
o

t a nam
e. W

hat w
as it?

2. R
ead

 the B
ib

le p
hrase o

n the teaching
 

p
icture. Say the p

hrase to
g

ether: “G
o

d
 

has p
lans to

 care fo
r yo

u” Jerem
iah 29:11. 

E
xp

ress to
 child

ren that M
o

ses’ life w
as in 

d
ang

er, b
ut G

o
d

 p
ro

tected
 and

 cared
 fo

r 
him

. E
xp

lain that G
o

d
 p

ro
tects and

 takes care 
o

f us in the hap
p

y tim
es and

 in the sad
 tim

es. 

3. C
lo

se the B
ib

le Sto
ry Tim

e b
y inviting

 
child

ren to
 jo

in yo
u in p

rayer. Thank G
o

d
 that 

H
e has a p

lan fo
r each o

ne’s life and
 p

ro
m

ises 
to

 alw
ays b

e w
ith each p

erso
n. 

4. D
irect child

ren to
 C

raft Tim
e.
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E
n
co

u
rag

e
 

p
re

sch
o

o
le

rs to
 

h
e
lp

 at cle
an

-u
p

 tim
e
. 

A
ssig

n
 sp

e
cifi

c tasks fo
r 

p
re

sch
o

o
le

rs to
 d

o
 su

ch
 as 

p
lacin

g
 all th

e
 crayo

n
s in

 th
e
 

b
aske

t, th
ro

w
in

g
 aw

ay th
e
 trash

, 
g

ath
e
rin

g
 all th

e
 g

lu
e
 sticks, 

e
tc. G

u
id

e
 ch

ild
re

n
 to

 th
e
 

B
ib
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 S

to
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e
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a. 


