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Postmodernism
HOW DID WE GET HERE?
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Delusion
What is reality?

What is truth?

There is no grand narrative
There is no meaningReligion has no answers

Rationalism is dead 

Traditions are worthless

Modernity lied to us



Existentialism

Postmodernism

Post-Christian

Post-Truth

Post-Christian

Modernity – The Big Lie
Postmodernism grew as a 
response to the modernist 
movement.

Postmodernism is characterized 
by broad skepticism, 
subjectivism, or relativism; a 
general suspicion of reason; and 
an acute sensitivity to the role of 
ideology in asserting and 
maintaining political and 
economic power.

The Postmodernist says there is 
no such thing as knowledge; 
story is power. Language is 
power.

Postmodernism is an 
intellectual stance or mode 
of discourse defined by an 
attitude of pessimism 
toward grand narratives and 
ideologies of modernism, as 
well as opposition to 
epistemic certainty and the 
stability of meaning. 

A post-modernist is any 
person, a philosopher 
writer, artist, or architect 
who mixes styles, ideas, and 
references to modern 
society



Muslims

Society

Politicians, Judges

Philosophers

Art, Literature, and 
Architecture

Universities

Philosophers (anti-modernity)
Trying to make sense of this new world without God

Trying to live in a post-truth world without God

Martin Heidegger (1889—1976)
“Understanding of being is itself a 
determination of being of Da-sein.”
- Time and Being (Authenticity)

Jacques Derrida (1930—2004)
“As soon as there is language, 
generality has entered the 
scene.” (Deconstructionist, 
Pluralism)

Jean-François Lyotard (1924—1998)
“Simplifying to the extreme, I define 
postmodern as an incredulity towards 
metanarratives.” (a truth that 
transcends all peoples and cultures).)

1945

1990-Present Michel Foucault (1926–1984)
Modernist western culture 
marginalizes people, like the 
mentally ill people, punishment of 
people behind closed doors. 
(pre-modernity)



Muslims

Society

Politicians, Judges

Philosophers

Art, Literature, and 
Architecture

Universities

Trying to make sense of this new world without God

Trying to live in a post-truth world without God

Universities
The great experiment of ideas. The 
laboratory of theories. Generation after 
generation being influenced by postmodern 
thought.

Social justice in math and science, language 
arts and social studies, drama. In order to 
become critical analysts of contemporary 
issues, empathetic defenders of human 
rights and gatekeepers of the beleaguered 
Earth.

Encompasses diversity, sustainability, global 
affairs and issues of race and class with 
varying interpretations. 

1945

1990-Present



Muslims

Society

Politicians, Judges

Philosophers

Art, Literature, and 
Architecture

Universities

Trying to make sense of this new world without God

Trying to live in a post-truth world without God

Art

The modernists valued 
reality, purity of form, 
simplicity; postmodernism 
embraced complex and 
often contradictory layers 
of meaning.

1945

1990-Present



Muslims

Society

Politicians, Judges

Philosophers

Art, Literature, and 
Architecture

Universities

Trying to make sense of this new world without God

Trying to live in a post-truth world without God

Literature

The postmodern novel is subversive; it counters 
traditional notions of plot, narrative, chronology, and 
character development. Postmodern novels are 
often described as self-reflexive— that is, they center 
on the nature of fiction itself and are written as 
though fiction is independent of society, reality, and 
any realm outside itself. The origins of the 
“autonomous” postmodern novel can be found in 
the essays of early modernist writers such as Oscar 
Wilde, “The only way to get rid of temptation is to 
yield to it.”― Oscar Wilde, The Picture of Dorian Gray

1945

1990-Present

• James Joyce
• Virginia Woolf
• Samuel Beckett
• William S. Burroughs.



Muslims

Society

Politicians, Judges

Philosophers

Art, Literature, and 
Architecture

Universities

Trying to make sense of this new world without God

Trying to live in a post-truth world without God

Architecture

Postmodern architects found this notion of 
‘simplicity in design’ truly unattractive. They 
emphasized the function through meaning and 
originality of a building. Postmodernism’s focal point 
is more about incorporating the historical elements 
and creating a unique style in order to associate the 
buildings with their culture and history

1945

1990-Present



Muslims

Society

Politicians, Judges

Philosophers

Art, Literature, and 
Architecture

Universities

Society, Politics & JudgesTrying to make sense of this new world without God

Trying to live in a post-truth world without God

1945

1990-Present

Today, the shift from modernism to 
postmodernism is felt across cultural, social, 
economic, religious, and political parties. 
Postmodernism has critically challenged values, 
beliefs, and standards of culture that fail to 
embrace global diversity. The integration of 
culture diversity has become an essential factor 
in the postmodernity era. 

Culture is increasingly becoming a universal 
practice as local, regional, and national 
boundaries break to pave way for 
internationalism. In other words, National 
sovereign lines are being brought down and 
laws are being internationalized without war in 
the ever-subjective world of postmodernism. 
Human rights, global climate change, 
technology, science, medicine and economy. 



What are some lessons we can learn from and connections we can make 
with postmoderns?

a. Christians should recognize that we all have biases and are limited by our place in history 
and by our culture. Modernist thinking stressed that knowledge and reason are unbiased 
and neutral. Postmodernism should prompt Christians toward greater humility. We 
Christians should acknowledge our biases and perspectives (which are not wrong in 
themselves) and our propensity for self-deception. Where we know we are wrong, we must 
align our lives with the way things really are.

b. We should appreciate cultural/ethnic diversity (rather than treating people as “other”) and 
show much grace towards non-Christians since we ourselves have been saved by God’s 
grace. The Bible expresses sensitivity to the weak, the suffering, and the oppressed such as 
orphans, widows, and the alien. God Himself suffers with us (see Matt. 25:31-46; Acts 9:4).

c. Christians must show that their “grand narrative story” is both plausible and not inherently 
oppressive; rather, we are created by God to flourish when we are rightly related to him and 
others. Because we are recipients of God’s grace, we have no right to think of ourselves as 
superior to non-Christians. - Paul Copan, What Is Wrong (and Right) With Postmodernism?
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Politicians, Judges

Philosophers

Art, Literature, and 
Architecture

Universities

Trying to make sense of this new world without God

Trying to live in a post-truth world without God

1945

1990-Present

BUT...
Relativism and 
subjectivity 
have their 
problems



Tolerance of opinions, 
behavior or beliefs

All races are equal

All Cultures are equal

Belief in free speech 

ALL POSTMODERNIST AGREE

Intolerant of certain opinions or 
beliefs

One race specific is questionable

One culture specific is a problem

Censor offensive speech

THESE ARE MUTUALLY EXCLUSIVE VALUES





Hinduism

Quick Overview

A Christian 

response to 

postmodernism



God of the 
Bible

POSTMODERNIST STAND ON THE GROUND OF ATHEISM.

Christianity is both reasonable and consistent with what 
we know of the universe?

First, God is invisible but the evidence for his existence
is all around us.

1. God is the Unmoved mover, the first uncaused cause. 
God must necessarily exist in order to explain and 
overcome certain questions and problems regarding 
existence.

IS THERE NO 
GOD?



God of the 
Bible

INFINITE REGRESS PROBLEM: WHO MADE GOD?

The ‘infinite regress’ argument posits that we cannot have 
an infinite amount of preceding events or causes. For if we 
have an infinite amount of preceding events then we can 
never get to where we are now, that there must ultimately 
be a ‘first cause’ or ‘prime mover’. 

There is no 
God

Two examples: Example One

Who created God, God 2 created God, 
who created God 2, God 3 created God 
2, who created God 3, God 4 created 
God 3, who created God 4, God 5 
created God 4, and so on, ad infinitum.



God of the 
Bible

INFINITE REGRESS PROBLEM: WHO MADE GOD?

Example Two:

Imagine a soldier waiting for orders from the soldier 
before to fire at the enemy. The soldier at the front asks 
the soldier behind if they have permission to fire. That 
soldier then asks the soldier behind him, then that soldier 
repeats the same process. 

Eventually we must come to a soldier that gives 
permission to fire, otherwise the soldier at the front of line 
would never be able to fire. There must be a soldier who 
is the ‘first cause’, the one that gives permission to fire.

IS THERE NO 
GOD?



God of the 
Bible

A PERSONAL GOD: MAKES CHOICES

This argument is then transferred to the beginning of our 
universe. The claim is that we cannot have an infinite 
amount of preceding events that led to ‘The Big Bang’, 
otherwise ‘The Big Bang’ would never have happened as 
we would be caught in ‘infinite regress’. 

There are two kinds of forces in the universe: personal 
forces and impersonal forces. Impersonal forces, like the 
force of gravity, have no choice, gravity just is. Only a 
personal being with a mind could make the choice to 
create the universe. Impersonal forces don’t make choices 
therefore from nothing comes nothing. Only a personal 
being with omnipotent power could have chosen to create 
the universe from nothing. Cause and effect

IS THERE NO 
GOD?



God of the 
Bible

A PERSONAL GOD: Laws of Nature

To explain the origin of the universe scientifically, it 
requires an appeal to the laws of nature that pre-existed 
the universe. 
No one has ever proposed a law of nature that does not 
involve existing natural entities, whether they be matter, 
energy, space-time or mathematical systems. This creates 
a dilemma; the laws of nature cannot exist without nature 
itself existing, but the origin of nature cannot be explained 
scientifically without pre-existing laws. 
The logical conclusion is that science cannot, by its very 
nature, explain the origin of the universe. The only 
alternative is that the laws of nature did pre-exist the 
universe but existed in some non-material standard such 
as the “mind of God”.

IS THERE NO 
GOD?



God of the 
Bible

POSTMODERNISM: Morality

Morality is a man-made concept that is defined by the 
society you live in; it is subjective. There is nothing called 
morality in nature. 

You cannot observe morality or test it in a laboratory. 
Morality is personal, ever changing conditioned on the 
culture in which you were born. There is no absolute 
"morality.“

Are moral values subjective or are they objective?

ARE MORALS 
SUBJECTIVE?



God of the 
Bible

POSTMODERNISM: What do mean objective?

Objective: A reality that is universally true and binding for 
all people, at all times and in all places, independent of 
their belief or feelings.

Example: 
Everyone will physically die someday is an objective fact of 
life for all people, at all times and in all places, 
independent of their belief or feelings 

ARE MORALS 
SUBJECTIVE?



God of the 
Bible

POSTMODERNISM: What do mean moral value?

Moral values: An absolute standard in which one can 
differentiate between good and evil, this can apply to a 
person or an action, independent of human belief and/or 
feelings.

Morals are 
Subjective

Is there a perfect scale of justice 
that can measure good and evil. 

Example: 
Love and compassion are good; 
rape and murder are evil.



God of the 
Bible

POSTMODERNISM: What do mean moral duties?

Moral Duties: Right and wrong actions of what we should 
and should not do. These moral obligations are true and 
binding independent of human belief and feelings. 

Is everyone is morally obligated to do the right thing 
(Laws).

Example: You see a child locked in car and the 
temperature is over 100 degrees outside, the child is 
crying and screaming for help… Do we have a moral 
duty/obligation to help the child?

ARE MORALS 
SUBJECTIVE?



God of the 
Bible

POSTMODERNISM: There is no moral obligation

Why do I experience guilt for not doing the right thing?
Why do I experience joy for doing the right thing?

Romans 2:14 – “For when Gentiles who do not have the 
Law do instinctively the things of the Law, these, not 
having the Law, are a law to themselves, in that they 
show the work of the Law written in their hearts, their 
conscience bearing witness and their thoughts alternately 
accusing or else defending them,”

ARE MORALS 
SUBJECTIVE?



God of the 
Bible

POSTMODERNISM: There is no God

If God does not exist…

Then independent of our human belief or feelings, good 
and evil and/or right and wrong does not exist.  It’s Just 
an Illusion. You have no right to say something is good or 
right, no moral high ground to stand on, all you can say 
it’s my opinion. a preference but cannot insist on any 
moral action, duty, or obligation for me

If morals are grounded in individuals, then they can not be 
objective. Morals can change at any time, for any reason, 
in any place.

Why even try to make society better… better is a moral 
claim, as if there is an objective standard of better or 
worse.

ARE MORALS 
SUBJECTIVE?



God of the 
Bible

POSTMODERNISM: There is no God

I don’t have to believe in God in order to know objective 
moral values and duties. Everyone has an innate sense 
that objective moral values exist.

Properly Basic Belief: 
Common beliefs that everyone has that doesn’t require or 
depend on another belief – it’s self-evident.

It is a belief that doesn’t have to be justified by another 
belief. It’s reasonable, sensible and consistent and 
corresponds to the real world (reality). 

ARE MORALS 
SUBJECTIVE?



God of the 
Bible

POSTMODERNISM: Common Objections

I’m a good person and I believe in morals; I know right 
from wrong and yet I don’t believe in God.

Answer: 
I agree, everyone knows right from wrong but is there an 
absolute, universal standard of right and wrong, that is 
universally true and binding for all people, at all times.

Moral Ontology is the study of being, what it means to be 
or exist. How do things come to be or come into 
existence.
• How did morals come into existence?
• Where do morals come from?
• Why do “morals exist at all?”
• In what sense, and in what way do they exist? 

ARE MORALS 
SUBJECTIVE?



God of the 
Bible

POSTMODERNISM: 4 views of moral subjectivism

1. Subjective Individualism: Is basically the belief that I, 
the individual invent my own morality. I determine 
what is right or wrong, good and evil for me. Morality 
is objective for me.

If people invent their own morality; what is right and 
wrong for them, aren't they assuming that something is 
already intrinsically good and evil? 
Where does this intrinsically good and evil come from? 
(moral ontology) What is the standard?
Who wrote the moral law? (Subjective individuals)
What if I disagree with the standard?

ARE MORALS 
SUBJECTIVE?



God of the 
Bible

POSTMODERNISM: 4 views of moral subjectivism

2. Subject Naturalism is all about self-preservation and 
proliferation of the species but that sounds selfish and 
immoral not objective and good.

I have two opposing natures, a selfless nature and a 
selfish nature. Which one do I go with?
Is this deterministic by nature? Who will I be accountable 
to you, if I commit selfish act of murder in order to marry 
the women of my dreams.

Why do laws prohibit my natural desires; shouldn’t it be 
the other way around. Since it’s natural, laws should allow 
my natural desires to be expressed instead of suppressed.

ARE MORALS 
SUBJECTIVE?



God of the 
Bible

POSTMODERNISM: 4 views of moral subjectivism

Subjective Naturalism's version of morality is that it is 
objective and universal. 

It is the law of “minimization of harm to other.” 

But many of my natural desire do not harm anyone 
(voyeurism).

If nature is always evolving and adapting, then that means 
morality is always changing…   then Subjective 
Naturalism's version of morality is not objective, it’s 
relative at best.

ARE MORALS 
SUBJECTIVE?



God of the 
Bible

POSTMODERNISM: 4 views of moral subjectivism

3. Cultural Conventionalism: Morality is the cultural 
conventions of man. This is the subjective 
determination of a culture to determine what is 
objectively right and wrong.

Problems with Cultural Conventionalism:
It would always be wrong to speak out against another 
culture. Some cultures feed their neighbors and some 
culture feed on their neighbors
Why should the minority follow the majority within a 
culture? What rational basis does anyone have to ask the 
minority of culture to accept the cultural norm.
Who has the moral high ground when there are different     
cultures within a society? (Isalm and Christianity)
Does Majority make right? (Totalitarianism)

ARE MORALS 
SUBJECTIVE?



God of the 
Bible

POSTMODERNISM: 4 views of moral subjectivism

4. Societal Conventionalism: Society is the ultimate 
authority of moral values and duties. Society is the 
moral authority of land.

Problems with Societal Conventionalism:
There is no room for reform, when the majority set the 
standards for morality. 
Then Wilbur Wilberforce, Rosa Parks, Martin Luther King, 
Gandhi, and Mother Teresa were immoral for going 
against societies moral laws.
The good and moral people of society would include Adolf 
Hitler, Pol Pot, Joseph Stalin, Genghis Khan, and Kim Jong-
un.

ARE MORALS 
SUBJECTIVE?



God of the 
Bible

POSTMODERNISM: 4 views of moral subjectivism

Problems with Societal Conventionalism:
No other nation has the moral right to say what another 
nation is doing, how they are governing their people is 
wrong.
Iran and North Korea are appealing to societal 
conventionalism. No other nation has the moral right to 
tell them what they are doing is wrong or evil.

Either objective moral values and duties come from an 
infinite and personal God or they emerged from the 
conscience of human beings.
Another way to look at objective morality... is to recognize 
that it is not natural, it is too much at odds with our own 
natural desires, morality is an intruder from somewhere 
outside of man. 

ARE MORALS 
SUBJECTIVE?



God of the 
Bible

POSTMODERNISM: God or the Universe

Considering all we talked about, there still remains this 
nagging problem that all human beings have and that is 
two opposing natures. Only the God of the bible can 
resolve this for me, that is rational and logical.

Ecclesiastes 7:29 - that "God made men upright, but they 
have sought out many devices.“

Romans 3:23 - "that all have sinned and fallen short of the 
glory of God“

Psalms 53:3 “Everyone of them has turned aside; 
together they have become corrupt; There is no who 
does good, not even one.

ARE MORALS 
SUBJECTIVE?



God of the 
Bible

IS TRUTH  
SUBJECTIVE?



God of the 
Bible

POSTMODERNISM: What postmodernist reject are any 
kind of universal metanarratives, or absolute truths. They 
assert that God can’t be real, so objective truth can’t be 
real. The word “truth” is only a matter of opinion and 
therefore has no absolute meaning. Anything that is not a 
scientific fact is false. 

Is there is such a thing as Truth, it is propositional; it is to 
be the focal point of our lives. Contrary to the teachings 
and beliefs of human philosophers and occult religions, 
Truth exists. Truth is propositional, that means it is 
something we can put into word, phrases, and sentences 
that make sense. Truth is recorded in God’s Word (John 
17:17). Truth is meant to be the focal point of one’s life. 
We are to know the Truth and to live it.

IS TRUTH  
SUBJECTIVE?



God of the 
Bible

POSTMODERNISM: Truth is subjective

Truth can be defined as:
That which corresponds to its objects or that which 
describes an actual state of affairs.
All truth claims are absolute, narrow and exclusive.
If I say all everyone in my house is over 5 feet tall. That is 
an absolute narrow, and exclusive claim. It excludes the 
opposite, everyone in my house is under 5 feet tall. All 
truth claims exclude the opposite.

This sounds very narrow minded almost bias and 
intolerant. Christians are very narrow-minded. Any truth 
claim a person makes is narrow-minded and excludes the 
opposite. “I don’t believe in the supernatural” 80% of the 
world believes in the supernatural, that is narrow-minded.

– Norman Geisler, “I don’t have enough faith to be an Atheist”, pg 37

IS TRUTH  
SUBJECTIVE?



God of the 
Bible

POSTMODERNISM: Truth is subjective

• Truth is discovered, not invented. It exists independent 
of anyone's knowledge of it. (Gravity existed prior to 
Newton)

• Truth is transcultural: if something is true, it is true for 
all people, in all places, at all times. (2+2=4)

• Truth is unchanging even though our beliefs about 
truth change. 

• Beliefs cannot change a fact no matter how sincerely 
they are held.

• Opposing beliefs are possible, but opposing truths are 
not possible

• We can believe everything is true, but we cannot make 
everything true.

– Norman Geisler, “I don’t have enough faith to be an Atheist”, pg 38

IS TRUTH  
SUBJECTIVE?



God of the 
Bible

POSTMODERNISM: Truth is subjective

Houston, we have a problem… “Truth is subjective” Is that 
statement (proposition) true and thus objective… if it is 
true then it’s a self-refuting statement. 

My truth, your truth”… is that statement objective and 
true. Truth is that which corresponds to reality

“It is impossible to know anything for sure,” they are 
making an objective statement. 

“truth” is only a matter of opinion and therefore has no 
absolute meaning. Is that statement (proposition) true and 
thus objective… if it is true then it’s a self-refuting 
statement. 

Truth is 
Subjective



God of the 
Bible

POSTMODERNISM: Truth is subjective

“Post-truth blossomed into a culture of confusion. 
Confusion is embraced as a virtue and clarity shunned as a 
sin. The answers to life’s questions no longer need to 
correspond to reality. They need only cater to our 
desires.” – Abdu Murray, Saving Truth, pg. 21

No one lives their lives with relative truth… You go to 
your doctor, and your doctor says,“would you like the 
results of your blood work, will that be relative truth or 
absolute truth or a little of both.”
You have a prescription; do you want to know the truth on 
how many pills you should take or is all subjective.
I am driving my rental car in England does it matter what 
side of the road I drive on, or it’s all relative.

Truth is 
Subjective



"Whither is God?" he cried; "I will tell you. We have killed him –

you and I. All of us are his murderers. But how did we do this? How could we drink up the sea? Who 

gave us the sponge to wipe away the entire horizon?... Are we not straying, as through an infinite 

nothing? Do we not feel the breath of empty space?... Do we smell nothing as yet of the divine 

decomposition? Gods, too, decompose. God is dead. God remains dead. And we have killed him. "How 

shall we comfort ourselves, the murderers of all murderers? "I have come too early," he said then; "my 

time is not yet. This tremendous event is still on its way, still wandering; it has not yet reached the ears 

of men. "How shall we comfort ourselves, the murderers of all murderers?

Friedrich Nietzsche – “The Madman”
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