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Series: “Nehemiah: Rise & Build”
Week 11 Study Guide
Message: “Pay it Forward”

SCRIPTURE

Main Text:

Other Text:

Nehemiah 12:43-47

Luke 19:1-10; 2 Corinthians 5:17; Ephesians
3:17; John 12:32; Romans 12:1; 2 Peter 3:9

UNDERSTANDING THE STORY

(This section focuses on understanding what the text means —
before jumping to what it means for us.)

Read Nehemiah 12:43-44

Main Idea: God's restoration produces genuine joy, and genuine joy

overflows into generosity.

Commentary:



The walls of Jerusalem have been rebuilt, and the people are celebrating
what God has done. Verse 43 describes a celebration filled with great joy
because God Himself had given them great joy. Men, women, and children
joined in the celebration, and the sound of their rejoicing could be heard far
away.

Notice where their joy came from. It wasn't simply because the construction
project was finished or because life had become easier. They were
celebrating because God had restored them. Their relationship with Him
was being renewed, their hearts were being changed, and they were
experiencing the goodness of belonging to Him again.

That joy didn't stop with singing and celebration. In verse 44, we see that
the people began making provisions for the priests and Levites who served
in the house of God. Their gratitude became generosity.

This is an important picture of what happens when God restores our hearts.
We begin to see everything differently, including what we have and how we
use it. Instead of holding tightly to our possessions, time, and resources,
we recognize that everything we have is a gift from God.

The order matters. Their generosity wasn't an attempt to earn God's favor.
It was a response to the grace they had already experienced. Their hearts
were being changed, and their actions began reflecting that change.

Romans 12:1 reminds us to offer our lives to God as a living sacrifice in
response to His mercy. True gratitude doesn't remain an emotion; it
becomes a way of living.

Think About It:

1. What does verse 43 tell us about the source of the people's joy?

2. Why do you think their celebration naturally led to generosity?

3. What is the difference between giving out of obligation and giving out
of gratitude?

4. How does recognizing everything we have as a gift from God change
the way we use our resources?



5. What is one area of your life where God might be inviting you to
become more generous?

Takeaway:

When we recognize how much God has restored and blessed us, gratitude
moves beyond words and overflows into generous living.

Read Nehemiah 12:45-46

Main Idea: Genuine restoration renews our desire to worship God and
align our lives with His purposes.

Commentary:

These verses remind us that the people were committed to the service of
God. The priests, Levites, musicians, and gatekeepers were all fulfilling
their responsibilities according to the commands and practices established
in earlier generations.

Verse 46 specifically points back to the days of David and Asaph, when
worship and songs of praise and thanksgiving were established as part of
Israel's life together.

This is significant because the people weren't simply rebuilding a city. They
were rediscovering what it meant to live as God's people. Practices that
had been neglected were being restored, and the community was once
again organizing its life around worship and service to the Lord.

God's ultimate goal was never simply to rebuild Jerusalem's walls. He
wanted the hearts of His people. The restored walls were evidence of His
faithfulness, but the renewed worship revealed what He was doing within
them.

We see this same truth in our relationship with Jesus. WWhen we encounter
Him, He doesn't simply become another part of our lives. He invites us to
surrender our entire lives to Him.



Ephesians 3:17 describes Christ making His home in our hearts through
faith. He isn't interested in being a guest we occasionally invite into certain
areas of our lives. He desires to transform every part of who we are.

Worship is much more than singing songs on Sunday. It is living with the
understanding that we belong to God and that our lives are meant to bring
Him glory.

Think About It:

1. Why is it significant that Nehemiah points back to the worship
practices established during David's time?

2. What does the restoration of worship reveal about what God was
doing in the hearts of His people?

3. How would you describe the difference between attending worship
and living a life of worship?

4. Are there areas of your life where you have allowed Jesus to be a
guest rather than Lord?

5. What might it look like to give God greater access to every area of
your life?

Takeaway:

God doesn't just want to rebuild the broken areas of our lives; He wants to
make our hearts His home and restore us to a life of worship.

Read Nehemiah 12:47
Main Idea: God's people joyfully participate in His work because they want
His mission to continue.

Commentary:

Verse 47 tells us that all Israel contributed to the daily portions needed to
support the musicians, gatekeepers, Levites, and priests. Everyone had a
part to play in sustaining the worship and ministry of God's people.



This wasn't simply a one-time offering during a celebration. It was an
ongoing commitment to make sure the work of God continued.

The people understood that their restored relationship with God came with
the privilege and responsibility of participating in what He was doing. They
weren't spectators watching a few people serve. They were a community
that recognized everyone had something to contribute.

This is an important picture for the church today. God has given each of us
resources, gifts, opportunities, and abilities that can be used for His
purposes. We aren't simply called to receive His blessings; we are called to
become people through whom His blessings reach others.

The joy of God's restoration should move us toward participation. We give,
serve, encourage, love, and make sacrifices because we want others to
experience the goodness of God too.

This is what it means to live beyond ourselves. God's grace doesn't stop
with us. It flows to us and through us.

Think About It:

1. Why was it important for everyone in Israel to participate in
supporting the work of God?

2. What does this passage teach us about the difference between being
a spectator and being a participant?

3. What gifts, resources, or opportunities has God given you that could
be used to serve others?

4. Why should our generosity and service be motivated by gratitude
rather than obligation?

5. How could your participation in God's work help someone else
encounter Him?

Takeaway:

God's restoration invites us to become active participants in His mission,
using what He has given us to bless others and advance His work.



Read Luke 19:1-10

Main Idea: An encounter with Jesus transforms our hearts, changes our
priorities, and produces a life of generosity and surrender.

Commentary:

The story of Zacchaeus gives us a powerful picture of what happens when
someone encounters Jesus.

Zacchaeus was a chief tax collector who had become very wealthy.
Because tax collectors often worked for the Roman government and took
advantage of their own people, they were deeply disliked and considered
outcasts.

Zacchaeus had money, but his life was missing something far more
important. He was isolated from his community and viewed as a notorious
sinner.

When Jesus came through Jericho, Zacchaeus climbed a tree just to get a
glimpse of Him. But what happened next was unexpected. Jesus stopped,
looked up, called Zacchaeus by name, and invited Himself into his home.

Jesus didn't wait for Zacchaeus to clean up his life before approaching him.
He met him where he was.

This is the heart of the gospel. Jesus came to seek and save the lost. His
grace reaches people who feel rejected, forgotten, ashamed, and far from
God.

Zacchaeus responded to Jesus with excitement and joy. But the encounter
didn't end with an emotional experience. Something changed inside of him,
and that transformation became visible through his actions.

In verse 8, Zacchaeus promises to give half of his possessions to the poor
and repay anyone he had cheated four times the amount. The man who
had once been consumed with accumulating wealth was now willing to give
it away.



His priorities had changed because his heart had changed.

Zacchaeus didn't become generous to earn Jesus' love. He became
generous because he had experienced the love of Jesus.

This is what genuine transformation looks like. We don't simply add Jesus
to our existing lives and continue living the same way. We surrender to
Him, allowing Him to reshape our priorities, relationships, attitudes, and
decisions.

Jesus declares that salvation has come to Zacchaeus' home because He
came to seek and save those who are lost.

The same invitation is available to us today. No one is too far gone, too
broken, or too lost for the grace of Jesus.

Think About It:

1. What do we learn about Zacchaeus from the way he is introduced in
Luke 197

2. Why do you think Jesus' decision to visit Zacchaeus' home was so
surprising to the crowd?

3. What does Jesus' response to Zacchaeus teach us about the heart of
God toward people who feel far from Him?

4. How did Zacchaeus demonstrate that his encounter with Jesus had
genuinely transformed his heart?

5. What is one area of your life where an encounter with Jesus should
produce a visible change?

Takeaway:

When we truly encounter Jesus, we don't simply feel differently; we begin
living differently. His grace transforms our hearts and overflows into
generosity, surrender, and love for others.

MAKE IT PERSONAL



Nehemiah 12 and Luke 19 show us what happens when God restores a
person's heart.

In Nehemiah, an entire community experiences the joy of being restored to
God. Their celebration leads to generosity, renewed worship, and a shared
commitment to God's purposes.

In Luke 19, Zacchaeus encounters Jesus and experiences that same kind
of transformation personally. His priorities change, his heart becomes
generous, and his life begins reflecting the grace he has received.

Both stories remind us that God's restoration is never meant to stop with
us.

When Jesus changes our lives, that change should become visible. Our
attitudes, priorities, generosity, relationships, and willingness to serve
should reflect the work He is doing within us.

We can easily become focused on what we still need God to fix and
overlook how far He has already brought us. But God's grace gives us a
reason to celebrate. We are being made new, and He invites us to
participate in His work of reaching others.

The question is not simply whether you have received God's grace. It is
whether His grace is shaping the way you live and allowing others to
experience His goodness through you.

Reflection Questions:

1. When you look back on your life, where can you celebrate the ways
God has restored, changed, or grown you?

2. Is there an area of your life where you have allowed Jesus to be a
guest rather than giving Him full control?

3. How does your attitude toward money, possessions, time, and
resources reflect your understanding of God's generosity toward you?

4. Who in your life might need to experience the same grace, love, and
acceptance that Jesus has shown you?



5. What is one practical way your life could more clearly reflect the
transformation Jesus is doing in you?

LIVING IT OUT

God's grace was never meant to stop with us. When we experience His
restoration, it should shape the way we live and overflow into the lives of
others.

Nehemiah 12 and Luke 19 give us three practical ways to respond.

1. CELEBRATE GOD'S RESTORATION. Don't overlook what God has
done.

The people in Jerusalem celebrated because God had given them great
joy. They recognized His faithfulness and responded with thanksgiving.

Sometimes we become so focused on our shortcomings that we forget to
celebrate God's work in our lives. We may not be where we want to be yet,
but that doesn't mean God isn't working.

Take time to remember where you were, how God has met you, and how
He is continuing to transform you.

Ask: What has God restored or changed in my life that | need to stop
overlooking and start celebrating?

2. LIVE GENEROUSLY AND SURRENDER FULLY. Don't keep what God
has given you to yourself.

The people in Nehemiah responded to God's goodness by generously
providing for those serving in ministry. Zacchaeus responded to Jesus by
giving away his wealth and making things right with those he had wronged.

Both examples show us that genuine transformation changes how we view
what we have.



Generosity isn't limited to money. It includes our time, attention,
encouragement, hospitality, gifts, and willingness to serve.

Romans 12:1 calls us to offer our entire lives to God as a living sacrifice.
We aren't simply giving God a portion of our lives; we are surrendering all
of it.

Ask: What am | holding onto that God is inviting me to surrender? How can
| use what He has given me to bless someone else?

3. PARTICIPATE IN GOD'S MISSION. Don't keep the good news of Jesus
to yourself.

Jesus tells Zacchaeus in Luke 19:10 that He came to seek and save the
lost.

That is still the mission of Jesus today. God desires people to experience
His grace, forgiveness, and restoration. As followers of Jesus, we have the
privilege of participating in that mission.

We aren't called to keep the goodness of God contained within the walls of
the church or within our own personal experiences. We are called to carry
His love into our homes, workplaces, neighborhoods, and relationships.

Your story matters. Your testimony can encourage someone who feels
hopeless. Your generosity can meet someone's need. Your invitation can
help someone take a step toward Jesus.

Ask: Who is someone God has placed in my life that | can intentionally
love, encourage, serve, or point toward Jesus this week?

FOR LIFEGROUPS
ENCOURAGE EACH OTHER

Share —

1. What stood out to you most from Nehemiah 12 or the story of
Zacchaeus?



2. Can you share a time when someone unexpectedly blessed you or
showed you generosity? How did it impact you?

3. Where have you experienced God's restoration in your own life, and
how has it changed the way you live?

4. What is the difference between giving out of obligation and giving out
of gratitude for what God has done?

5. Like Zacchaeus, what is one area where your encounter with Jesus
has changed your priorities?

6. What are some practical ways we can use our gifts, resources, and
experiences to help others encounter Jesus?

7. Who is someone in your life that might need to experience the grace
and love of Jesus?

Pray Together —
Pray that God would:

e Help you recognize and celebrate the ways He is restoring and
transforming your lives.

e Give you hearts filled with gratitude and genuine joy.

e Teach you to live generously with the time, resources, and
opportunities He has given you.

e Help you surrender every area of your lives to Jesus rather than
keeping Him at a distance.

e Give you opportunities to encourage, serve, and bless those around
you.

e Help you see people the way Jesus sees them, especially those who
feel rejected, isolated, or far from God.

e Give you courage to share your stories and point others toward the
hope of Jesus.

e Make your LifeGroup and church community people who don't simply
receive God's grace but actively share it with others.

THIS WEEK'S CHALLENGE

Don't just ask: "What has God done for me?"



Ask: "Who can experience the goodness of God because of what He has
done in me?"

This week:

e Celebrate one specific way God has restored or changed your life.

e Give something intentionally to bless someone else. It might be your
time, resources, encouragement, or service.

e Invite someone into an opportunity to experience the love and grace
of Jesus.

Remember, Zacchaeus didn't just welcome Jesus into his home. He
allowed Jesus to transform his entire life.

The people of Jerusalem didn't just celebrate what God had done. They
gave generously so His work could continue.

God's grace was never meant to stop with you.

Receive His grace. Live in His joy. Give generously. Participate in His
mission.

Don't keep it to yourself!
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