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The Work of Christ - Part 1 
 

HUMILIATION AND EXALTATION 





 
 
 
 
 

 
THE THREE OFFICES OF CHRIST: PROPHET, PRIEST, KING 

PROPHET 
The Nature of Prophets 
• Proclaimed God’s Message


- Deut. 18:18-19 “I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I will put 
my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him. And whoever will not 
listen to my words that he shall speak in my name, I myself will require it of him.”


• Mediators between God and Israel


Jesus as Prophet 
• Incarnation and Life


- John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as 
of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.


- Luke 24:27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the 
Scriptures the things concerning himself.


• Baptism

- Matt. 3:16-17 And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, 

the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 
coming to rest on him; and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with 
whom I am well pleased.”


• Declaration of Ministry

- Luke 4:17-21 And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and 

found the place where it was written, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed 
me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of 
the Lord’s favor.”
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Phil. 2:6-8 “And being found in human form, he humbled himself…” 

Phil. 2:9-11 “Therefore God has highly exalted him…” 

Prophet Priest King
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• Transfiguration

- Matt. 17:3-5 And behold, there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. And Peter 

said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we are here. If you wish, I will make three tents here, one for 
you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud 
overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am 
well pleased; listen to him.”


• Authority

- “Thus saith the LORD…” // “Truly, truly…”

‣ John 3:2-3 This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a 

teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 
Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.”


- Signs and Wonders

‣ Luke 7:14-16 Then he came up and touched the bier, and the bearers stood still. And he said, 

“Young man, I say to you, arise.” And the dead man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus 
gave him to his mother. Fear seized them all, and they glorified God, saying, “A great prophet 
has arisen among us!” and “God has visited his people!”


KING 
The Nature of Kings 
• Ancient Near East Kings vs. Israel’s King


- Deut. 17:16-17 “Only he must not acquire many horses for himself or cause the people to return 
to Egypt in order to acquire many horses, since the LORD has said to you, ‘You shall never return 
that way again.’ And he shall not acquire many wives for himself, lest his heart turn away, nor 
shall he acquire for himself excessive silver and gold.”


- Counterbalanced with other offices: Priest (Deut. 17:12) and Prophet (Deut. 18:18-19)

• Promise of a Future Messianic King


- Gen. 49:10 “The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, 
until tribute comes to him; and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples.”


- Isa. 9:7 “Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of 
David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness 
from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.”


Jesus as King 
• Declaration of the Kingdom


- Mark 1:14-15 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of 
God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in 
the gospel.”

‣ “Imminent” / “at hand”?


• Demonstration of the Kingdom

- Signs and Wonders

‣ Matt. 12:22-28 Then a demon-oppressed man who was blind and mute was brought to him, 

and he healed him, so that the man spoke and saw. And all the people were amazed, and said, 
“Can this be the Son of David?” Jesus: “…if it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, 
then the kingdom of God has come upon you.”
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- Spiritual, not Physical?

‣ John 18:36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this 

world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. 
But my kingdom is not from the world.”


‣ John 18:37 Then Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a 
king. For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the world—to bear 
witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.”


• The Messianic Secret?

- Mark 3:11-12 And whenever the unclean spirits saw him, they fell down before him and cried out, 

“You are the Son of God.” And he strictly ordered them not to make him known.

- John 6:13-15 So they gathered them up and filled twelve baskets with fragments from the five 

barley loaves left by those who had eaten. When the people saw the sign that he had done, they 
said, “This is indeed the Prophet who is to come into the world!” Perceiving then that they were 
about to come and take him by force to make him king, Jesus withdrew again to the mountain by 
himself.

‣ Cf. Mark 8:31-33 


• Crowned in Crucifixion and Resurrection

- Col. 1:13-20 He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom 

of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. …For in him all the 
fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether 
on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.


- Phil. 2:9-11 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above 
every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father.


• Enthroned in Ascension

- Eph. 1:20-22 he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right 

hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and 
above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22 And he put 
all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church,


- Col. 3:1 If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God.


• Consummation of the Kingdom in the King’s Return

- 1Cor. 15:24-26 Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after 

destroying every rule and every authority and power. For he must reign until he has put all his 
enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death.


DISCUSSION 
1. What does Jesus’ Prophetic ministry and fulfillment mean for us? How does this influence our 

Christian life, church ministry, and world mission?

2. What does Jesus’ Kingly ministry and fulfillment mean for us? How does this influence our 

Christian life, church ministry, and world mission?


