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If you have a Bible this morning, I want to invite you to turn with me to Acts chapter 8. I men<oned earlier that we're 
ge?ng back to our study in the book of Acts. The last five weeks we took a break just to kind of consider more 
inten<onally our call to be witnesses right here in our Jerusalem. We're back in the book of Acts for five weeks and then 
aFer five weeks we're going to be in our Advent series right around that season. And so looking forward to jumping back 
into Acts with you. The way that we've been approaching this book is really just considering how the spirit of God and 
the word of God worked in and through the early church. And we're doing that because we believe that that same spirit 
of God is at work today. The same word of God is s<ll as powerful today.  
 
The spirit and the word s<ll want to work in and through the church. And so we're not just studying Acts as history of 
what happened in the early church, but we're considering how this s<ll happens in the church today. How we can apply 
this to our lives. You might remember that before our five week break we leF off in Acts chapter eight. In Acts chapter 
eight we saw the spread of the gospel begin to go beyond Jerusalem. So in Acts chapter one Jesus told his disciples you'll 
receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you and you'll be my witnesses in Jerusalem and Judea and Samaria and 
to the end of the earth.  
 
And what we saw for the first seven chapters of Acts is that mostly the witnessing was happening in Jerusalem. And then 
in Acts chapter eight largely because of persecu<on the gospel begins to spread to Judea and Samaria. And we saw that 
nothing can stop the spread of the gospel. Persecu<on, ethnic and cultural barriers, nothing can stop the spread of the 
gospel. And that leads us to our passage this morning. As we pick back up in the book of Acts and we come to Acts 
chapter eight we see the gospel con<nue to spread. We see the gospel con<nue to spread to new people groups to cross 
more cultural barriers because nothing can stop the spread of the gospel. Nothing can close a door that God opens. 
Today we see really clearly God opening a door.  
 
We see a man named Philip being faithful to walk through that door that God opened. So I want us today to consider 
what doors is God opening for us. How can we learn from Philip's example to be faithful to use those opportuni<es and 
walk through those doors?  You might remember Philip. We saw him a few chapters back in Acts chapter six and we saw 
him most recently in Acts eight. He was in Samaria spreading the gospel, seeing the gospel spread to new people and 
now God calls him to go to a new place, this <me not to reach many but to reach one person. Let's see what happens 
when God opens a door.  
 
Acts chapter eight, I'm going to read our text for us this morning which is verses 26 through 40. Luke writes, now an 
angel of the Lord said to Philip, rise and go toward the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza. This is 
a desert place. And he rose and went and there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the 
Ethiopians, who was in charge of all of her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning, seated in 
his chariot and was reading the prophet Isaiah. And the spirit said to Philip, go over and join this chariot. So Philip ran to 
him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, do you understand what you are reading? And he said, how 
can I unless someone guides me? And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. Now the passage of the scripture 
that he was reading was this. Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter and like a lamb before its shearer is silent so he 
opens not his mouth. In his humilia<on jus<ce was denied him. Who can describe his genera<on for his life is taken away 
from the earth. And the eunuch said to Philip, about whom I ask you, does the prophet say this? About himself or about 
someone else? Then Philip opened his mouth and beginning with the scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. 
And as they were going along the road they came to some water. And the eunuch said, see, here is water. What prevents 
me from being bap<zed? And he commanded the chariot to stop and they both went down into the water, Philip and the 
eunuch, and he bap<zed him. And when they came up out of the water, the spirit of the Lord carried Philip away. And 
the eunuch saw him no more and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself in Azatas and he passed through 
and preached the gospel to all the towns un<l he came to Caesarea. 
 
When I was in college at LSU, I spent one weekend par<cipa<ng in a campus outreach to interna<onal students. 
This campus ministry put on this event to try to welcome interna<onal students to America, try to teach them some 
about the Louisiana culture that they now found themselves in. But we're also very explicitly just trying to teach them 



about the truths of Chris<anity. Many of them came from countries in which Chris<anity wasn't a predominant religion 
and had really no clue about the truths of Chris<anity. And so we were just very open about teaching them about 
American culture in general and then specifically what we believed as Chris<ans. And in one of the nights, we gathered in 
small groups and we used these cards that a crew, a campus ministry organiza<on, has put out called solarium cards. 
None of you have ever seen this resource before, but these cards, they just have a bunch of different pictures on them. 
And what you do with the cards is you put out some of the cards, all these different pictures, and then you ask 
inten<onal ques<ons. 
 
And then you ask people to point to a picture that they think best represents their answer to that ques<on. And you ask 
them if they want to share more about it. It just opens up conversa<on. Some of the ques<ons were just about people, 
about who they were, how they were feeling, where they came from, their families, their background. But some of the 
ques<ons were inten<onally spiritual. And I can remember one of the <mes we asked, if you had to describe your view 
of God, which picture would you choose? And one of the interna<onal students pointed to this picture of a door that 
was kind of clearly closed and maybe even locked. And the person said, "I feel like there is a door between me and God 
that is locked and I need someone to open it for me." 
 
Later we asked people to describe their kind of view of spirituality or how would they talk about their spiritual lives. And 
one person chose this picture of like a chain. And they said that they felt very weighed down spiritually and they wished 
that they could be free of this weight. It felt like the spirit was just tossing me soFballs and I was just ge?ng ready to 
knock them out of the park. I had never had such a clear opportunity to share the gospel with people. It was really clear 
to me in those moments that God was opening doors. Now we didn't see thousands of people get saved during this 
weekend, but it did show me that because I made myself available, God gave me an opportunity to share the good news 
of Jesus with someone. 
 
Now imagine, think about if I had not given up my <me that weekend, if I had not taken the <me to just ask ques<ons 
and get to know new people, I might not have ever seen this opportunity. But just because I was willing just to be a part 
of an event that someone else was pu?ng on, God used it to open up a door for me to have gospel conversa<ons. That's 
what I want us to take away from this story this morning. I know you read this story and you might think, "Well, that's 
never going to happen to me." And you're right. This is a very unique instance. But like we've said throughout our study 
of Acts, Acts wasn't wri]en to show us how it always is supposed to look. Acts was wri]en to show us how the Holy 
Spirit and the Word of God work in and through the church. And believing that the Spirit and the Word s<ll work in and 
through the church, I think there are principles that we can learn from this story that we can s<ll apply to our lives today.  
 
Yes, it won't always look exactly like this, but I believe if we will make ourselves available, I believe if we are willing, the 
Spirit will guide us to doors that He is opening. The Spirit will bring us to opportuni<es that He is presen<ng, people that 
He has been preparing. And we will see that the Word of God is powerful to change lives and to bring people into the 
family of God. If we're willing and available, I think we'll see the Spirit guide us into these open doors and opportuni<es. 
We'll see the Word is s<ll powerful and people can be transformed and brought into the family of God. That's just what I 
want you to see this morning as we walk through this passage. To help guide us through this story, I've just got this kind 
of outline that breaks down the sec<ons and kind of the characters of the story for us. So just to kind of give you some 
hooks to hang our thoughts on as we go throughout, we'll just walk through that outline together. And the first part of 
the story that I want you to see is the guiding spirit. 
 
The first part of the story that I want you to see is the guiding spirit. That's the first thing you'll see in your notes. That's 
the first thing that we'll have up on the screen. Maybe? We've got a great person running in Pro Presenter today. All 
right. The guiding spirit. God's sovereignty is all throughout this passage. God is guiding from beginning to end what's 
happening in this story. From the very beginning to the very end. You see Philip brought here kind of by miraculous 
means and you see Philip taken away and everything that happens in between, God is sovereign and he is over what is 
happening. Verse 26, it says that, "Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Rise and go down toward the south to the 
road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." This is a desert place. So if I remember again, Philip was up in Samaria and 
he was sharing the gospel with people there. And then the spirit tells him through an angel to go down to this new place.  
 



Now, just to kind of help you visualize this, I think we have a map, but I'm not really confident in what's going to show up 
on the screen at this moment. So, okay, there we go. All right. So, here we go. The... Philip, I don't know if you can... well, 
you can see. I know it's kind of small. I tried to get the best map I could. He's up in Samaria, which is kind of towards the 
top of that picture. It's in the north. And he's told to go down past Jerusalem to the south, a road that would bring him to 
Gaza. That's in the bo]om leF of the picture. So here's this desert road that Philip is led to by the spirit. So, just kind of 
give the picture. He's gone all the way from Jerusalem up to Samaria because of persecu<on. He's sharing the gospel 
there. And now the spirit decides to guide him away from where all this ministry is happening to a par<cular place and to 
a par<cular person. Spirit leads him away from much ministry to reach one person. This was a divine encounter. God 
wanted Philip to reach this person because the gospel is about to go through a new group of people, cross a new barrier. 
So the spirit tells him through an angel to go to this place. This is where he'll meet this person. But then the spirit 
actually tells him what to do. Verse 29, "The spirit said to Philip, Go over and join this chariot." 
 
Now, I know what you're thinking. If the spirit was to be so clear with me to tell me where to go and what exactly to do, 
then I would obey. But the spirit's never been this clear with me, and so it just makes it really hard. Again, this is a unique 
story. I'm not saying this happens all the <me. But I do think the Holy Spirit is s<ll alive. He's s<ll ac<ve. I do think he's s<ll 
guiding us. I think so many <mes he's speaking to us, and we're just not listening. I mean, maybe it's not so clear as to 
where exactly, as if he wants us to stand at this intersec<on or meet this person or do this exact thing. But some<mes I 
do believe he is guiding, and maybe we just missed him.  
 
I men<oned last week, as we ended our series on thinking about being witnesses in our Jerusalem, on con<nuing 
steadfastly in prayer. But some<mes when we pray, I think it alerts us to what the spirit is doing, what he's calling us to. I 
think there are <mes that we miss the promp<ng of the Holy Spirit because we do not listen. We do not take the <me to 
pray. Would you take the <me this week to just spend a few moments in prayer, asking the Spirit, "God, where do you 
want to lead me? Where are you opening a door that I can walk through?" I love when I talk to people and they tell me, 
"I really felt like God was leading me to this place." Not because I think we always get it exactly right, but because I love 
that people are seeking to listen to God. I love when somebody says, "I felt like God was telling me to talk to this person." 
Not because that's infallible, some<mes you might have go]en it wrong. But at least love that we're seeking to talk to 
people about God. 
 
Would you just try to listen to the Spirit some more this week? Think about what he is calling you to, who he is calling 
you to, where is he opening the door? Would you listen to the guiding Spirit, and then would you be willing to walk 
through that door? So here's the second part. I think we've totally lost the screens at this point, so you've got to really 
pay a]en<on. The second part, aFer the guiding Spirit, is the willing servant. There's a Spirit who guides, who leads 
Philip to a place and to an encounter, but then there has to be a willing person to par<cipate in this. Philip is the willing 
servant. We saw Philip willing back in Acts chapter 6. He was willing to serve tables at the church. There's a group of 
widows being neglected, and Philip was one of the people they appointed to take care of these widows who were in 
need. 
 
We saw Philip in Acts chapter 8 willing to serve Samaritans. He was healing them, he was ministering to them, he was 
sharing the gospel with them. Now, here is Philip, again, ready and willing to serve. Think about the calling that's placed 
on his life. He is told to go from this place where he's doing all sorts of ministry to this new place, a desert road. Seems to 
be out of the way for him, but yet, not knowing where he's going or who he's going to meet, he finds this interac<on 
because he was willing. It says, "When the Spirit tells him to go to this desert road, he rose and went." To me, Philip is 
like the an<thesis of Jonah. Remember when God called Jonah? Jonah rose and went the opposite direc<on. Like he ran 
from God. He did not want to be a part of what God was doing, of reaching those people. Philip didn't know who he was 
going to be called to reach, but he was willing to go. 
 
Do you have that type of willingness in your life? Let me ask you this. Are you interrup<ble? Like is your schedule set up 
in such a way that the Spirit, even if he did tell you to go somewhere, you wouldn't have the <me to listen to him? Is your 
budget set up in such a way that even if God told you to give some more, you wouldn't be able to hear him because 
you've already made your plans? Philip is willing to listen to the Spirit and he responds in obedience. Is this true of us? 
What if God is calling you to change something about your schedule so that you've got more <me to make him known to 
people, to serve him? Would you be willing to do that? What if God was telling you to redo something the way you 



handle your finances so that you've got more opportunity to be generous with those who are in need? Would you be 
willing to do that? Philip here is willing to take this opportunity that God has given him. He goes to the place where he's 
told and then the Spirit tells him, "Go up to this chariot." It says in verse 30, "So Philip ran to him, heard him reading 
Isaiah the prophet and asked, "Do you understand what you are reading?" 
 
When it says Philip ran to this chariot, I think it's because the chariot was moving and he had to physically run to catch 
up. Now probably the chariot wasn't flying down the road. It doesn't seem like this Ethiopian was on some quest that 
he's trying to get there in a hurry. It's probably like the oxen or whatever is pulling him. It's on like a very slow pace. But 
s<ll Philip's got to do something kind of awkward. He's got to kind of jog around inside this chariot and say like, "Hey, do 
you understand what you are reading?" Here's a man that probably looks nothing like Philip. Here's a man with status 
and wealth, probably no shared background, but Philip is willing to listen to the Spirit. He's willing to listen to this man. 
He hears that this man is reading from the Bible, from the prophet Isaiah. He's able to just engage him. Are you willing to 
do that? 
 
Now listen, maybe you're not the most outgoing person. You think I could never just strike up conversa<on with 
someone like that. I can relate. I feel like I struggle in a similar way to just jump in on a conversa<on with somebody, kind 
of bu] in when they just seem to be reading to themselves. Who am I to just ask them if they can understand what 
they're reading? But when the Spirit prompts you, it's not just a ma]er of personality or giFing. Oh, is this something 
you're comfortable with? It's a ma]er of obedience. God told Philip to go and to engage this man, the chariot, and so 
Philip did it. If you'll listen to the Spirit and he calls you to do something, you can't just brush it off because you're not 
comfortable with it. This is not something you're used to doing. We've got to be obedient to what the Spirit is calling us 
to do. Maybe just start like Philip and just ask ques<ons. Just be curious. Don't feel like you need to show up with the 
right answer. Just try to understand somebody. What are they reading? What do they believe? What are they walking 
through? Just ask ques<ons. Get to know the person. Maybe you'll find that God's opening a door for you. 
 
Probably not every <me. Some<mes you ask ques<ons and the conversa<on falls flat. There'll be <mes when you engage 
somebody and it doesn't lead to a gospel conversa<on. But I can guarantee you there'll be <mes when it does. Like me 
with the solarium cards, there'll be <mes when it's just clear that God's opening a door because he's leading someone to 
seek him. That's the third part of our story. You've got the Spirit who guides. You've got this willing servant of Philip. And 
then third, you've got the humble seeker. Third part of our story is this humble seeker. I men<oned earlier that the Spirit 
was guiding Philip to this encounter, but that's not where the Spirit's guidance stopped.   Philip was guiding this 
Ethiopian man to be seeking the truth. In fact, it's clear that the Spirit had been guiding this man for a long <me. We read 
in verse 27, 28, "As he rose and went, there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, the queen of the 
Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning, seated in his 
chariot, and was reading the prophet Isaiah." 
 
So we're told that this man's an Ethiopian. Now, most likely in this <me, it's not talking about the exact country of 
Ethiopia that we would have today. The region of Ethiopia at this <me was probably a li]le north of that, probably where 
Sudan is today. You've got this man who's from North Africa, probably a black-skinned man, looking very different from 
Philip, riding in his chariot. Now, he's gone all the way to Jerusalem to worship God. So we know that he has been 
seeking this God of Israel for a long <me. The Spirit has been preparing this man's heart for a while. We're told that he is 
the chief treasurer, the queen of Ethiopia. What that means is he is the CFO of his whole na<on. I mean, he has got a 
posi<on of power. He's got influence. He's got money. He's got a scroll of Isaiah. 
 
I don't know if you know this, but I don't think there was lots of those just floa<ng around back then. Like, they probably 
had them in synagogues, but I don't know how many people own scrolls of Isaiah personally. This man probably has lots 
of means, lots of resources, lots of wealth. We're told that he's a eunuch. That's probably because of his high posi<on in 
the queen's place. A eunuch means that he's not able to have children. That's probably something that was done to him 
to make sure he didn't try to steal the throne, have some line of his own take over Ethiopia. And as this man is reading 
the Bible, Philip comes and he asks him, "Do you need some help understanding?" That's kind of a presumptuous 
ques<on. Think about how this man could have responded. "No, actually, I don't need any help. I haven't go]en to where 
I am in my posi<on of power without being smart. I can figure this out on my own." He could have said, "Listen, I'm in a 
chariot. You're walking. I don't listen to people who aren't in chariots. 



 
But Philip asked him, "Do you need help understanding what you're reading?" And listen to this humility of this man. He 
said, "How can I unless someone guides me?" And he invited Philip to come and to sit with him. See the humility of this 
Ethiopian man, traveling all the way to Jerusalem to worship the God of Israel, reading through the prophet Isaiah, 
seeking to understand. Now, this divine encounter, man shows up, asks him, "Do you understand?" He said, "Well, how 
can I unless you help me? Get in the chariot with me. Help me understand." Listen, I'll tell you, I'm oFen impressed with 
the humility of people who aren't Chris<ans, who come to church and be willing to listen to a sermon. I know I'm not 
that good of a speaker, that you're just going to be drawn to want to listen to me for 30 minutes or so. I mean, the Spirit 
must be doing something in your life to make you humble enough to come and to listen to something you're not sure 
you believe. 
 
Man, if you're here today and you're not a Chris<an, I just want to commend you for that. Thank you for being just 
humble enough to come and to listen to what God's word has to say. I pray that you would have an experience like this 
man did, that because you're humble enough to hear what God's word has to say, and you're maybe humble enough to 
consider someone helping you understand it, that it would lead you to the message of the Bible. The message of the 
Bible is the message of the Savior, and that's the fourth part of our story. The Spirit guides Philip because Philip is a 
willing servant. He follows. He follows the Spirit to a man that the Spirit has been preparing, a man who is humble 
enough to say, "Why don't you get in the chariot and help me understand what I am reading?" What is he reading? 
Well, he's reading from the prophet Isaiah. 
 
I don't think it's any coincidence as to what he was reading. Isaiah's a long book. It must have been a very long scroll. 
And he comes to this part that is a prophecy. Listen to the words that he was reading. It says in verse 32, "Now the 
passage of Scripture that he was reading was this, like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb before its 
shearer is silent. So he opens not his mouth. In his humilia<on, jus<ce was denied him, who can describe his genera<on, 
for his life is taken away from the earth." Now, if you're familiar with the Bible at all, you might recognize this prophecy. 
These are some well-known words from the Old Testament if you've been around church before. This is a prophecy that 
Chris<ans now understand to be applying to Jesus and his sacrifice. But at this <me, there was actually a debate about 
who is this prophecy speaking about. Some people thought maybe it was about the coming Messiah, but some people 
thought it wasn't about the Messiah at all. Some people thought maybe it's about Isaiah. Some people thought it was 
maybe about the na<on of Israel, who's oFen described as a servant of the Lord. So when this man asks Philip, "Who is 
this passage talking about?" The prophet or another, he's asking a legi<mate ques<on that many people were deba<ng 
in the day. 
 
But he's probably also asking a very personal ques<on. Think about this prophecy, the words that we just read, how they 
might hit this man who is a eunuch. This man who's a eunuch reads a prophecy about a man who is going to be 
slaughtered and humiliated. We read that his life is taken from the earth, and it says, "Who can describe his genera<on?" 
What that probably means is he has no descendants. There's not going to be any genera<ons aFer the suffering servant. 
He's got no kids, no offspring, and his life is taken from the earth. Do you think that might resonate with a man who's a 
eunuch? And here's a man with all sorts of power and wealth and posi<on, but yet, he recognizes he's not going to be 
able to have children. He's not going to be able to leave a family line. When his life is taken from the earth, he is going to 
be leF without a genera<on aFer him, just like this man he's reading about.  
 
When he asks, "Who is this man?" I think he's asking a personal ques<on because he feels like he can relate to what is 
being described there in Isaiah 53. And I don't think this is the first <me he's reading it, as if he's just skimming through 
Isaiah and just happens to come to this part. I think this was something he was probably reading over and over, seeking 
to understand. And that means he probably read the words that were shortly aFer where Luke stopped quo<ng. Isaiah 
53.10 says this, "Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him. He has put him to grief. When his soul makes an offering for 
guilt, he shall see his offspring. He shall prolong his days. The will of the Lord shall prosper in his hand." Isn't that 
interes<ng? How does a man who his life is taken from the earth, how has his days prolonged? How does a man who 
doesn't leave any genera<ons behind, how does he see his offspring? 
 
What this Ethiopian eunuch is seeing is that there's a man who can iden<fy with him in his pain and his brokenness, but 
is also a man that can give him hope. What is this prophecy speaking about? And Luke tells us, in verse 35, "Philip 



opened his mouth, and beginning with the scripture, and he told him the good news about Jesus. He told him that this 
prophecy was true and that it had been fulfilled, that there was a man named Jesus from Nazareth, that he could iden<fy 
with this Ethiopian eunuch in his pain, in his greatest longing, in his greatest need. That like this man, he was killed 
without having any descendants, without having any children. And yet, he rose from the dead, and now sees his children 
as they come to faith." You see what the good news tells us of Jesus, it tells us that Jesus, in his death, meets each one of 
us, in our brokenness, in our hur<ng, in our needs that we can't meet on our own. This man was powerful, he had 
money, but there was something in his life that was s<ll missing. 
 
Same is true for each one of us. Whether it's choices that we've made or things that have been done to us, all of us find 
ourselves in a posi<on of having needs that we can't meet on our own, areas of longing that we can't sa<sfy, hopes that 
feel dashed and unfulfilled. And there is a man who died on the cross to meet you in that very place. He took on your sin, 
he took on your shame, he took on your brokenness. And when he rose from the dead, he did so to give you hope that 
that need can be met, that longing can be sa<sfied, that brokenness can be healed. See, because this Ethiopian eunuch 
was humble enough to listen to the Word of God, listen to a person explain it to him, he found the hope that is in Jesus 
Christ.  
 
Would you be willing to hear that message today? If you're here this morning, you're not a Chris<an, I'm just so 
impressed that you're here, your humility to just listen to what Chris<ans believe. I pray that it would not just be a 
humility to listen, but I pray it would lead you to find hope in Jesus. Would we be people like Philip who are willing to 
open our mouth and tell of the good news of Jesus? Do we believe that this message s<ll meets people in their greatest 
longings, in their greatest hurts? Do we believe it s<ll gives people a hope that they can't find on their own? Are we 
willing to share this? Are we willing to use the Word of God? I mean, it's the Scripture that points this man to Jesus. So 
many <mes I think we as Chris<ans today are somewhat ashamed of the Bible. We're trying to talk about things other 
than the Bible because of some parts in here that we think are going to hit people the wrong way. 
 
The Word of God s<ll meets people where they are, it s<ll changes their lives. I could speak about people that I know 
here in California who said that they just met God, and came to faith in Jesus simply by si?ng in their room and reading 
the Bible. I could tell you stories of people in different parts of the world who say their whole goal is just to try to get 
Muslims to read the Bible with them. Because what they've seen is that the Word of God is s<ll powerful. It's s<ll 
changing lives. Will we believe that? Will we, like Philip, just open up our mouths and tell people the message of the 
Savior? Philip explains the gospel to this man. This man believes. And then it's <me for him to obey because he has been 
saved. This is the last part of our story, and that is the obedience from salva<on. 
 
Spirit guides this willing servant to meet this humble seeker. He proclaims the message of the Savior, and that leads to 
salva<on, to an act of obedience. So far throughout the book of Acts, we've seen that when people believe in Jesus, the 
natural response is to be bap<zed. Acts chapter 2, Pentecost, Peter is preaching the gospel. People say, "What must we 
do to be saved?" He says, "Repent, believe, and be bap<zed in the name of Lord Jesus." Bap<sm is this next act. In Acts 
chapter 8, as the gospel is going out into Samaria and Philip's preaching there, it says that many believed and were 
bap<zed. Bap<sm follows salva<on. Same thing that happens here. Verse 36, "As they were going along the road, they 
came to some water, and the eunuch said, "See, here is water. What prevents me from being bap<zed?" And he 
commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip in the eunuch, and he bap<zed him." 
 
Don't you just love this man's ques<on? What's stopping me from ge?ng bap<zed? This is an act of obedience. What he 
is saying here is that his hope is not in himself and his money, his power. His hope is in Jesus. What he is doing is he gets 
bap<zed as he is saying his allegiance isn't actually to Queen Candace or anybody else, it is to King Jesus. This is a 
powerful act for him to be bap<zed. It's the first thing that Jesus tells us to do when we go and make disciples. As people 
believe, they profess faith in Jesus. They respond with this obedience of being bap<zed. Now no<ce I said it's an 
obedience from salva<on. It's not an obedience for salva<on. This Ethiopian eunuch was saved whenever he believed in 
the good news about Jesus. But how does he respond to that with obedience? Jesus said, "Be bap<zed." And so that is 
what he does. This humble seeker has become an obedient believer in Jesus. He is now bap<zed in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, professing his hope and his allegiance to Jesus. 
 
 



Now I know what you're thinking. Well, again, this is just Philip and this man. Some<mes people, they want to put off 
bap<sm because they're afraid of ge?ng up in front of a lot of people. They say, "Listen, this is just Philip and one man. 
Pastor, why don't we just go find a place and you just bap<ze me? I don't have to be around a lot of people." Well, first of 
all, you don't know who's passing by on this road as this happens. But secondly, I just think it's such a beau<ful picture 
that here is Philip. Here's an Ethiopian. They probably look so different. They come from such different places. They have 
such different backgrounds, different economic statuses. And yet they're in the water together. Why? Because when you 
trust in Jesus, you're not just brought into communion with God, but also with other believers. I love when someone is 
bap<zed here at our church, the way that our church family cheers them on and welcomes them into the family. What 
we are saying is that you are not just bap<zed to be in a rela<onship with God, but in a rela<onship with us as well. You 
are now part of this community. 
 
I love that our bap<sms are public before people so that we might iden<fy with each other. This is what we do when we 
are bap<zed. The ques<on shouldn't be, "Do I have to get bap<zed?" It should be, "What's stopping me from ge?ng 
bap<zed?" I think the same is true as we come to the table. The Lord's Supper is an act of obedience from salva<on. We 
don't come to the table believing that this is what saves us. No, but we've been told by Jesus to do this oFen in 
remembrance of Him. What we are saying is that our hope is not in and of ourselves. It is in Jesus Christ that in His 
broken body and His shed blood, He met us in our deepest needs, our greatest hurts. When He rose from the dead, He 
gave us hope. Those longings can be fulfilled. There can be healing in every part of our lives. We come to the table not 
just to go through the mo<ons, but to celebrate that we are in communion with God and with each other. So this 
morning I pray that as you come to the table, one, I hope that you'll make it personal. 
 
I hope you'll think about what is your greatest need? How has Jesus and His death met you right there? Where's your 
greatest hurt? How has Jesus and His sacrifice come to you in that place? How has His resurrec<on given you hope? How 
has the new life in Him given you an ability to walk in a new way? Consider that and then come to the table with your 
brothers and sisters and celebrate that we have been brought into the family of God by His grace. Then go out from here 
and share this message with others.s 


