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If you have a Bible this morning, I want to invite you to turn with me to the book of Revela9on chapter 19. Book of 
Revela9on 19. Revela9on is the last book of the Bible. Chapter 19 is ge@ng towards the end of that book. So if you just 
start at the end of the Bible, you can turn backwards a few pages and you'll find your way there. This morning we are 
con9nuing in a series in which we're considering God's faithfulness to His people. As Pastor Clark men9oned, we are 
visi9ng this topic as we prepare for our 175th celebra9on next Sunday. We just recognize that our church has been 
sustained for that many years only because of God's faithfulness. But God's not just faithful to our church or to any one 
church. He is faithful to His church, His people. We saw a couple of weeks ago that God is faithful to pursue His people, 
that Jesus came to seek and to save the lost, that we had all strayed from God, but yet God is faithful to love us while 
we're s9ll sinners, to pursue us and to bring us into His people. 
 
Last week we considered the great reality that God is not only faithful to pursue His people but also to preserve His 
people. But Jesus is building His church. God is holding us fast. Just as God has sustained the church for thousands of 
years, He is con9nuing to sustain us. He is both guarding our inheritance and us ourselves un9l we are with Him forever. 
And that's where we turn our aRen9on today. Today we're going to cast our gaze into the future and see the fact that 
God is going to be faithful to perfect His people. Today we are looking at God's faithfulness and seeing that God's 
faithfulness allows us to trust Him for things that have not yet happened. To look into the future and believe that this will 
come to pass because God is faithful. 
 
So Revela9on chapter 19, I'm going to read verses one through 10. John writes that aTer this, "I heard what seemed to 
be the loud voice of a great mul9tude in heaven, crying out, "Hallelujah! Salva9on and glory and power belong to our 
God. For His judgments are true and just. For He has judged the great pros9tute who corrupted the earth with her 
immorality and has avenged on her the blood of His servants." Once more they cried out, "Hallelujah! The smoke from 
her goes up forever and ever." The 24 elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God who was seated 
on the throne saying, "Amen, hallelujah!" And from the throne came a voice saying, "Praise our God, all you His servants, 
you who fear Him small and great." Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great mul9tude, like the roar of many 
waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, "Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. 
Let us rejoice and exult and give Him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself 
ready. It was granted to her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure, for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of 
the saints." And the angel said to me, "Write this. Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the 
Lamb." And he said to me, "These are the true words of God." Then I fell down at His feet to worship Him, but He said to 
me, "You must not do that. I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers who hold the tes9mony of Jesus. Worship 
God, for the tes9mony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy." 
 
A few years ago, I preached a sermon series here that I 9tled, "The Dearest Place on Earth." It was a sermon series on the 
church and the 9tle for that series came from one of my favorite quotes from the great preacher Charles Spurgeon. In 
the quote, Spurgeon basically said, "If you've been around the church at all, you surely have found that it is an imperfect 
place." Only many of you could tes9fy to that. If it doesn't take you long of being around church to find that it is an 
imperfect place, my wife and I both grew up in the same church. Not only were we there at the church, but our families 
were very involved. So we were very involved even as young people, which meant at a very young age, we got exposure 
to the imperfec9ons of the church. I mean, I can remember as high schoolers, us seeing people mistreat each other, 
mistreat our pastor, hurt one another within the church. It was probably good for us to experience this at a young age 
because a few years later was a preRy new, a married couple when she was pregnant with our first son. We moved 
across the country to Las Vegas to work at a new church. And we quickly found out that it was an imperfect church. It 
was about three weeks of us being at that church that there was this conten9ous business mee9ng and there was 
basically a church split. And we were saddened by this, but we certainly weren't shocked because we knew that the 
church was an imperfect place. 
 
We did not have any ideas that this church in Las Vegas would be the perfect church. And actually in his quote, Charles 
Spurgeon says, "If you ever find the perfect church, make sure you don't join it." Because as soon as you join it, you're 
surely going to mess it up. You are an imperfect person. And so it was just good to know that we weren't going to mess 



up this church because it was already imperfect. But you know, he goes on to say that as imperfect as the church is, it is 
also the dearest place on earth. And I hope that you would be able to tes9fy to that as well. I talk to people all the 9me 
who have experienced maybe church hurt. They've experienced that the church is imperfect, but they also speak of the 
fact that the church has been very dear to them. Some of their best friendships, some of their greatest community, the 
biggest support has come from the church. That was definitely our experience at this church in Las Vegas. It was a church 
that was imperfect, but it was very dear to our young family. In 2016, when our hometown in Louisiana flooded, the 
church sent me and a team from our church down to Louisiana to help work on people's houses, including my parents' 
house and Atlanta's parents' house. When our two month old niece died at the beginning of 2020, the church helped 
buy plane 9ckets for Atlanta and I and watched our boys while we traveled for this tragedy in our family's life. It was a 
dear, dear church to us. And in many ways, I think this is what the church on earth will be throughout its whole 9me. It is 
going to be an imperfect place, but it is also s9ll going to be a very dear place. 
 
What the Bible says is there will actually come a day when that is no longer true. Actually there's going to come a day, 
Revela9on is telling us, when the church will no longer be imperfect, but it will actually be perfect. The people of God will 
no longer hurt each other, speak ill of each other, will no longer treat people outside the church in the wrong way, but it 
will be perfect. This is the vision that God is giving here in Revela9on. He is showing that he is making all things new, but 
par9cularly is showing what he is doing in and through his people. And my hope is that as we would get this glimpse of 
the future today, it would encourage us and empower us to be the church today. That as we see that God is going to be 
faithful to perfect his people, it would empower us right now to live as his people. As imperfect as we are to be a dear 
place for those who are here and those who are around us. So what I want to do this morning is to try to give us a 
glimpse that we see here in Revela9on of what is God doing? Where is he bringing us? Where is he bringing all things? 
 
What does that mean for us today? So in Revela9on 19 we get this view kind of into the future in some ways if you will. 
The first part of this glimpse is the judgment of sin. This is where I want to begin to think about what God is doing, where 
he is bringing things and how that should encourage and empower us as the church today. The first thing that we see is 
the judgment of sin. Now we're obviously jumping into the book of Revela9on in the middle actually kind of towards the 
end but we've not been following along with what's been revealed to John. Lord willing one day as a church we'll walk 
through this book together and see what God is revealing through this revela9on. But here we jump in in chapter 19 and 
one of the things that you need to know is it begins with this kind of praise of God's judgment and specifically the 
judgment has come upon what's been referred to in Revela9on as Babylon. 
 
So if you've been reading Revela9on you would see that there's the great city of Babylon has been used kind of as an 
image. People have different interpreta9ons as if it's going to, if it might represent a certain city or a certain people at 
one point in the end 9mes but I think in general most people agree that in Revela9on Babylon tends to represent the 
kingdom of the world. Babylon tends to represent the systems of the world kind of as opposed to the kingdom of God. 
There seems to be what God is doing to bring about his kingdom, to culminate his kingdom but kind of in opposi9on to 
that there is Babylon and Babylon is constantly kind of tes9ng and bringing persecu9on upon the people of God and 
there is these kind of polls and alarmments from Babylon that are all throughout the book. But then in chapter 17 and 18 
Babylon falls. It finally is brought down low and God brings his judgment upon Babylon. It's a picture of the fact that one 
day the kingdoms of this world will come to nothing. 
 
One day God will judge the kingdoms of this world. One day God will judge sin and at the beginning of chapter 19 there 
is this praise that happens over the judgment of this sin. So let's just read the beginning of the chapter again just to get 
an idea of this judgment that's happening and the praise that's happening around it. It says in verse 1, "ATer this I heard 
what seemed to be the loud voice of a great mul9tude in heaven, crying out, "Hallelujah! Praise the Lord! Salva9on and 
glory and power belong to our God." Why are they praising God? Verse 2, "For his judgments are true and just. For he 
has judged the great pros9tute who corrupted the earth with her immorality. This avenged on her the blood of his 
servants.  Once more they cried out, "Hallelujah! The smoke from her goes up forever and ever." 
 
Now you know us sophis9cated modern people living in San Francisco in the 21st century usually find such language of 
judgment kind of appalling. I mean we think about that God is bringing judgment on someone or something. We hear 
about the smoke, the judgment going up forever and ever and most of the 9me we would probably say, "Well that just 
doesn't sound like something I would praise God for." It's not something that would lead me to say, "Hallelujah! Why 



would anybody celebrate this judgment? Why would people be praising God for his judgments here?" I think the reason 
that the text actually gives us, it gives us a hint as to what actually the judgment is for. It gives us a picture as to what sin 
is. You see here in the picture Babylon is not just a city but it's described here and throughout the book of Revela9on as a 
pros9tute. That's preRy graphic language but it gives us a picture of what sin is. See the Bible says that while God is a 
great God in heaven, he's a king over all things and yes one day people will bow down before him and worship him as 
king. The Bible actually says that God doesn't just desire a rela9onship with us that's only like a king and his servants. Yes 
he is the king and we will worship him that way but the Bible says that God actually desires from us a rela9onship that is 
actually like a husband and a wife. That God desires an in9mate loving rela9onship with his people. And so all 
throughout the Bible sin is depicted as adultery, being unfaithful to your heavenly spouse. Sin is not just disobedience, 
it's not just breaking the law, it is actually being unfaithful to a God who loves you even more than a husband loves his 
wife. It is being unfaithful to our heavenly spouse. 
 
You know adultery and chea9ng is actually s9ll probably preRy condemned in our culture. Like you don't have to be a 
Chris9an to kind of look down on people who've cheated on their spouse or their partner but the Bible is actually saying 
we don't have any room to look down on anyone. The Bible is actually saying that this sin that so many people would 
condemn even if you're not a Chris9an is actually something we are all guilty of. That we as people who sin we are 
unfaithful to this loving God. But actually it says even more than that. Do you no9ce that it says this pros9tute has 
corrupted the earth and then it even speaks about the blood that she has shed on the earth that he is going to bring 
vengeance of the blood of his servants. You know the picture here is not just that sin means that you are unfaithful to 
God but sin also means the corrup9on and the destruc9on of God's good crea9on. That it hurts people made in God's 
image. It destroys what God created as good. 
 
In fact I think if God was to never judge sin it would mean that he is probably apathe9c towards his crea9on. If sin was to 
come in and corrupt all the good that God had created and to hurt the people God has made in his image and God was 
to do nothing it would probably mean that he doesn't care that much about his crea9on. About the people he has made. 
He's okay with them being destroyed and corrupted. But God's not apathe9c he is loving towards his people. He is loving 
towards his crea9on and so God's judgment of sin is good and right. That's what they are praising him for. That all the 
unfaithfulness against God and all the corrup9on that sin has brought is now being judged. All the wrongs are being 
made right. And not only when sin is judged is it good because it means that the wrongs are being made right but it also 
means that the wrongs are being removed forever. This judgment of Babylon means that the kingdoms of this world are 
gone from the presence of God and the people of God forever. 
 
And that's good news for us because so oTen the church is an imperfect place because we allow Babylon to come into 
the church. So oTen the church is an imperfect place because we live according to the kingdoms of the world rather than 
the kingdom of God. We so oTen will work according to the world's values rather than God's values. So oTen we're going 
to be greedy rather than generous. So oTen we're going to be selfish rather than selfless. So oTen we're going to treat 
people the way the world would tell us to treat them rather than the way Jesus told us to treat them. The church is an 
imperfect place here on this earth because we so oTen allow Babylon into the church but what the Bible is saying is 
there will be a day when sin is judged, when Babylon is destroyed, when the things of this world are no more. And that is 
good because it allows them there to truly be a perfect people with God forever. 
 
And of course I'm speaking about the judgment of sin. I think that's what we see in Revela9on. It's mostly the systems of 
the world and the kingdoms of the world that are being destroyed. But you have to be honest and say that that also 
means the judgment of sinners. It's not just this idea or this kind of thing, this esoteric sin that's being judged, but even 
sinners are being judged. Those who have chosen to live in Babylon rather than the kingdom of God. Those who have 
chosen to worship the things of Babylon rather than the one true God will also experience the judgment of God. But 
there is an invita9on because God will judge sinners but God is also gracious to sinners. That's the second part of the 
reality that I want us to see that is being kind of cast for us. There is this judgment of sin but there is the graciousness to 
sinners. All those who are part of Babylon will be part of the judgment that Babylon receives. There is this invita9on to 
come out of Babylon and there is this praise that is happening around that as well. 
 
You'll no9ce that aTer verse five the praise doesn't stop but it shiTs in focus. Before in the first five verses there was this 
praise of the judgment that was happening but then in verse six it's no longer about a judgment that is coming but it's 



about a marriage that is happening, a wedding that is happening. It's no longer a celebra9on of the removal of 
something but rather it's the celebra9on of the reuni9ng of something. Look at verse six. There is again this great 
mul9tude of voices like the roar of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder. I'll just pause there for, 
make a side note. That means it's really loud, right? Like it's supposed to be a loud rejoicing that John's describing. One 
9me there was somebody who emailed me that said they had visited our church and they weren't going to come back, 
they're going to go find a different church which was fine. I don't know why they needed to email me. I think they 
decided to email me because they thought there were some things we should change and I can always agree there's 
probably things that we should change as a church but one of the things they complained about was how loudly people 
cheered for a bap9sm. They said they thought it was a bit, I think they said like kind of disrespecful for people to be that 
loud. Maybe it was more suited for like a football game or a spor9ng event than for a church but if we could cheer so 
loud for the Niners to score a touchdown, shouldn't we cheer a liRle bit louder for someone to come into the kingdom of 
God? I mean the picture here is that there's going to be loud. So anyways, that's a, I didn't play on that one. That was a, 
that was just a side note but it's loud, right? It says hallelujah. For the Lord God Almighty reigns and what are they 
praising God for here? 
 
Not the judgment of sin but let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory for the marriage of the Lamb has come and his 
bride has made herself ready. I think this gives us a picture here of the graciousness of God to people because God is 
invi9ng people in to a marriage with him. God is bringing his people to be his bride and it says here that she has made 
herself ready and we're going to get to that in just a moment. But the idea here I think is that God is faithful enough to 
pursue people who have in many ways pros9tuted themselves or have been adulterous people who have been unfaithful 
to God yet he has been faithful to them so much that he would desire to have this type of rela9onship with them. 
There's this kind of contrast between the great pros9tute and the bride of Christ. It's also depicted as a contrast between 
the ci9es, city of Babylon and the New Jerusalem. In fact one 9me the bride is actually the city. 
 
Revela9on chapter 21 verse 2, John says that he saw the holy city, the New Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from 
God prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. It's kind of interes9ng it's a place, it's a city, the New Jerusalem but it's 
also a people, it's the bride of Christ. What God is saying here is that there is a union that is happening between the 
Lamb of God and the bride of the Lamb, the people of God. And that is a gracious union that is happening because we 
know that we as the people of God only become the bride of Christ because of the graciousness of God, because of the 
work of Jesus Christ. In Ephesians chapter 5 Paul speaks of the fact that marriage here on earth is a reflec9on of God's 
rela9onship with his people and he writes this, he says in verse 25 of Ephesians 25, husbands, love your wives as Christ 
loved the church and gave himself up for her, that he might sanc9fy her, having cleansed her by the washing of water 
with the word, so that he might present the church to himself in splendor without spot or wrinkle or any such thing that 
she might be holy and without blemish. 
 
Do you no9ce how the bride, the people of God are so passive in that passage? Jesus is the one doing all the work. He is 
the one who laid down his life. He is the one who cleanses her. He is the one who sanc9fies her. He is the one who is 
perfec9ng her so that one day she would be holy, perfect, without blemish or spot or any such thing. It is all the work of 
Jesus. It is all the graciousness of God to call us into God's people and also to perfect us as God's people. To make us 
ready as a bride for her wedding day. Even it says in verse seven that the bride has made herself ready, but it says in 
verse eight, but it was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure. That yes, the bride has made herself 
ready. Yes, the linen is the work of the saints, as we'll talk about in just a minute, but it was granted to her to be able to 
do this because of the work of God. It's something we emphasized last week, but I always feel like we need to revisit it 
just because it's so easy for our minds and our hearts to go somewhere else. That our hope as the people of God is not 
going to be that we're going to be preserved and perfected because we're going to get it all right, but our hope is in the 
fact that God is gracious to preserve us and to perfect us.  We should not have a vision of the future in which the church 
is perfect that is just built upon us looking around and saying, yeah, I think we're doing a preRy good job. 
 
In fact, a lot of 9mes when you look around, you'll see both that the church is dear, but that it is imperfect. No our hope, 
our vision for the future that one day the people of God will be a perfect people with God forever is not based upon how 
good we're doing, but by how gracious he is. That he has called us to be as bright. He has promised to sanc9fy us, to 
cleanse us totally. He has granted us to clothe ourselves in these fine linens to be able to be a beau9ful bride on this 
wedding day. Is all the graciousness of God and you have to know that that graciousness is extended to all sinners. While 



God's judgment will come upon those who remain in Babylon and live in the kingdoms of this world. It's also 
graciousness extended to all types of sinners. In fact, in verse nine, the angel says, blessed are those who are invited to 
the marriage supper of the lamb. I think they are specifically referring to the people of God who are coming to the 
marriage supper of the lamb, this great wedding feast. But the Bible tells us is that actually all are invited to this great 
wedding feast. 
 
Jesus told parables about how God's word had gone out to the people of Israel. They had heard the prophecies. He was 
now being revealed to them and yet so many were refusing to come. And so he told a parable about go out into the 
highways and the byways. Go to every street, go to every person and invite them, implore them to come in. What Jesus 
was saying is there is an invita9on to this great wedding feast that is available to all. No maRer what kind of sinner you 
are, God is gracious to you. No maRer what you've done, how far you've strayed, not much you've hurt somebody. No 
maRer how much you've been hurt, God is gracious to bring you into his people, to perfect you as part of his people, to 
bring you to be with him forever. This is the gracious work of God towards sinners. 
 
But as I men9oned last week, that God's graciousness doesn't mean our passivity. Just because God is gracious to 
preserve us and to perfect us doesn't mean that we do nothing. Actually, what we see is that God's grace empowers our 
ac9vity. We were talking about this as a community group last Sunday night and I use a phrase I had heard before from 
another theologian. He talks about grace driven effort. The fact that God's grace is what empowers us, but it empowers 
us to do the work that he has called us to do. That's the next reality that we see in this vision for the future and that is 
the work of the saints. God is going to judge sin. He is graciously invi9ng sinners to be a part of his bride, to be a part of 
his people. But there is this men9on here of the work of God's people, the work of the saints. So oTen I think we oTen, 
when we think about heaven or we think about the future and this kind of vision for what God's going to do, we kind of 
just think, well, that sounds great. I can't wait to be there one day. I hope Jesus returns today. It's just going to be great. 
All things removed, but we don't always know what does that mean for us today? 
 
But this text gives us an answer to that ques9on. What is the fact that God's doing something in his people? He's 
perfec9ng us. What does that mean for us today? And the call is that we as the bride of Christ would be making 
ourselves ready. You see in verse seven, it says, "Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the 
Lamb has come and his bride has made herself ready. It was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and 
pure, for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints." You no9ce how it says the bride has made herself ready? It 
seems to be, in my kind of study, that that's the only 9me in Revela9on it talks about the people of God making 
themselves ready. And again, it is only because God granted it. It is only because his grace has empowered it, but yet his 
grace has empowered the bride making herself ready. It has empowered the righteous deeds, the good work of the 
saints, which is how the bride adorns herself for this wedding day. 
 
You know, brides put in a lot of work to prepare themselves for the wedding day. We were in Vegas a few weeks ago to 
visit some friends from our old church. We were around two families from our old church, and both of the families have 
daughters who are engaged. And so there was more talk, probably that I cared to listen to at 9mes, about wedding 
prepara9on. There's a lot of talk about wedding dress shopping and checking out venues and sending out invita9ons. 
And it kind of made me thankful that we have three boys and that we don't have any girls to have to do that with 
because there's a lot of work that a bride puts in to preparing herself for the wedding day, preparing everything. This is 
the picture that Revela9on is giving us, that the bride, the people of God are preparing themselves through the work that 
God has called them to, to be ready for when her bridegroom comes back. 
 
Jesus said in John chapter 14, "I'm going to prepare a place for you, but don't you know that if I go to prepare a place for 
you, I'm going to come back for you so that where I am, you may be also?" That was a picture of an image of a 
bridegroom going away to prepare the home, but then coming back one day to receive his bride. We as the people of 
God are wai9ng for Jesus to return. We're wai9ng for the bridegroom to return. We know because he's gracious he's 
going to. We know because he's gracious one day we are going to be perfect and beau9ful without any blemish or spot, 
but that doesn't leave us to again just be passive. It empowers us to begin to live that way even now, to begin to adorn 
ourselves even now, to ready ourselves. We don't know when the save the date is set for. We don't know when Jesus is 
going to return, but we know it could be any day. That means we must be ready as the people of God, clothing ourselves 
in these righteous deeds. You say, "What par9cularly are righteous deeds?" 



 
I think if you look at the book of Revela9on, probably it's speaking about the fact that you would live as people of the 
kingdom of God rather than as people of Babylon. That everywhere you would live, but maybe even especially in a city 
like San Francisco, you are surrounded by Babylon. We are surrounded by the cultures of this world, the kingdoms of this 
world. We are constantly viewing the allurements that this world has to offer. Perhaps feeling pressure maybe some9mes 
to live according to the kingdoms of this world. The book of Revela9on is saying, "Be faithful to the God who is faithful to 
you. Be faithful to God as you live in a fallen world. Be faithful to proclaim the good news of the kingdom, maybe even if 
it means persecu9on. Don't live as if you are people of Babylon. Live as if you are people of the new Jerusalem, even 
now." 
 
FirstSF, we are supposed to be a city set on a hill. We're supposed to be a community in the midst of a greater 
community. They're showing people what it looks like to live as the kingdom of God. I think this is the righteous deeds of 
the saints, to live according to the values of the kingdom, to treat people both within and outside the church as Jesus 
commanded us to, as would reflect his love and his light. This is what will, I think, prepare us as the bride, and this is 
what we are called to do as we worship God. That's really the whole point of this passage and the whole point of the 
Bible, is that we would worship God. 
 
The last part of this kind of glimpse of the future that I want you to see is that all the glory is to God, all to the glory of 
God. The judgment of sin is to the glory of God. The graciousness to sinners is to the glory of God. The work of the saints 
is to the glory of God. The saints are, the people of God are living in these righteous ways, adorning themselves, but 
no9ce all the praise is going to God. All the aRen9on is on God. I mean, so many 9mes at a wedding, the aRen9on is on 
the bride, right? She's the one who has put in the most work. She's beau9ful on this day. Everybody stands up when the 
bride enters, and the advice you always give people, especially when they're on stage, is you just always look at the 
bride. Wherever she goes, you turn, and that's where you'll be right. Most weddings, the bride gets all the aRen9on, but 
here, actually, all the aRen9on is on the bridegroom. 
 
All the aRen9on is on God and our Savior, Jesus Christ. I mean, you'll no9ce just all throughout this passage, the 
aRen9on and the praise is on God. Verse one, hallelujah, salva9on and glory and power belong to our God. Verse three, 
hallelujah. Again, in verse four, we see the elders and the creatures bowing down to worship God. Verse five, they cry 
out, "Praise be to our God." In verse six, hallelujah for the Lord God Almighty reigns. The whole point of this passage, the 
whole point of the whole Bible is that we would worship God. In fact, this is what the angel says to John as this part of 
the passage ends. Kind of the strange occurrence. I mean, in all that John has seen and experienced in Revela9on, this 
moment, what he's seeing here, how magnificent this is, it leads him to worship even this angel, this messenger of God. 
It says in verse 10, "I fell down at his feet to worship him, but he said to me, you must not do that. I am a fellow servant 
with you and your brothers who hold to the tes9mony of Jesus. Worship God." 
 
Again, friends, this is the whole point of all of history. This is where all of history is headed, to the worship of God, to the 
glory of God. What does it look like for us to live as the church now knowing one day we will be perfected and we will be 
with God forever? It means that right now we worship God. We don't worship Babylon and the things of this world. We 
worship God. In our individual lives, as you're off at school, as you're at work, you worship God. In our community groups 
and in our small groups, we encourage one another to worship God. As we gather together corporately as the people of 
God, we worship God. In the midst of Babylon, we gather together to get a picture of what we're going to be doing for all 
of eternity and that is worshiping God. Because of that, we are making a statement to what we believe that God is doing. 
That one day Babylon will fall and God's judgment will come. That one day God will fully redeem us and we will be with 
him forever and so right now we worship God. 
 
I was listening to a sermon from Pastor John Piper on this text about this idea of worshiping God and he just spoke about 
his church in such a way that it inspired me. I wanted to share it with you. He speaks here about Bethlehem because that 
was the name of his church. So maybe we could just subs9tute 1st S.F. in there. But he says this, "Corporate worship at 
Bethlehem is the declara9on in the midst of Babylon that we will not be drawn into her harlotries because we have 
found in God the sa9sfac9on of our souls. In his presence is fullness of joy and at his right hand are pleasures 
forevermore. Corporate worship is the public savoring of the worth of God and the beauty of God and the power of God 
and the wisdom of God. And therefore worship is an open declara9on to all the powers of heaven and to all of Babylon 



that we will not pros9tute our minds or our hearts or our bodies to the allurements of the world. That we may live in 
Babylon we will not be cap9ve to Babylonian ways and we will celebrate with all our might the awesome truth that we 
are free from that which will be destroyed." 
 
First family this is the vision that God is giving us and I believe it's a vision to empower us to begin to live like this even 
now. As imperfect as we are we could strive to be the dearest place on earth We could strive to be the dearest place in 
San Francisco that all who would come here would know of the God that we worship and they too might worship him. 


